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of  tb(Mie  who  would,  without  inquiry,  take  the 
words  of  a  spy,  traitor,  and  viUain,  as  truth.  It 
might  be  well  to  print  a  suffieient  Dumber  for  the 
HoD^e,  but  DO  more  until  they  knew  more  about 
it.  However  gentlemen  io  the  Eastero  States 
might  have  been  dissatisfied  at  particular  meas- 
nres,  the  embargo  law  f6r  instance,  their  opposi* 
tioD  to  them  had  arisen  from  their  operation  on 
their  particular  interests,  and  not  that  they  had 
inr  disposition  to  sever  themselves  from  the 
UiiioD.  This  basines^  had  been  very  correctly 
commaDicated  hy  the  Executive  to  Congress; 
bat  tbe|r  ought  to  act  on  it  with  temper,  prudence, 
iDd  coolness.  Mr.  W.  protested  against  consid- 
ering any  such  disposition  as  it  attributed  to  a 
certain  party  tu  exist,  particularly  rn  the  spot 
which  has  been  frequently  and  emphatically 
styled  the  cradle  of  the  Revolution.  He  could 
not  feel  the  same  disposition  which  some  ap- 
peared to  do,  to  give  consequence  to  this  affair. 

Mr.  Tboup  did  not  consider  these  papers  as  in* 
Tolriog  the  character  of  any  portion  of  our  peo- 
ple. They  appeared  lo  him  to  be  calculated 
merely  to  put  the  people  on  their  guard  against 
foreign  emissaries  or  agents  employed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  a  dismemberment  of  this  Union. 
As  to  the  opinions  this  person  expresses  of  par- 
ties, ^^  they  are  merely  the  individoal  specula- 
tions of  this  mao,  and  cannot  have  much  weight. 
Bat  the  documents  have  a  most  important  bear- 
iog.  They  establisth  the  fact,  that  a  foreign  Gov- 
eromeot,  on  the  eve  of  hostility  with  us,  has  for 
sometime  past  employed  an  agent  to  foment  divi- 
sions among  us;  and  another  fact,  which,  consid- 
ered in  connexion  with  other  circumstances,  is  of 
^eat  importance.  They  show  the  deep-rooted 
hostility  of  this  foreign  Power  to  our  Republican 
GovemineDt  and  liberties— a  hostility  which 
cooJd  stop  nothing  short  of  a  dismemberment  of 
the  coaotry.  After  the  affair  of  the  Wabash, 
when  it  was  said  that  the  Indians  bad  been  insti- 
gated by  the  same  enemy  to  hostilities  against  us, 
the  British  Minister's  choler  rose;  he  denied  the 
whole.  He  avails  himself  of  suggestions  in  pub- 
lic prints  to  deny  their  statements ;  to  state  that 
so  far  from  a  disposition  to  stir  up  the  Indians 
against  ns.  the  contrary  was  the  fact ;  that,  indeed, 
Sir  James  Craig  has  been  intent  on  diverting 
Indian  hostilities.  Sir,  may  we  not  reasonably 
Mieve  him  to  have  fomented  Indian  hostilities  in 
one  part  of  the  country,  while  in  another  be  was 
promoting  disunion  in  the  body  of  the  people? 
These,  sir,  are  the  only  facts  disclosed  of  impor- 
tance; the  only  facts  which  would  justify  the 
pablication  of  more  than  the  ordinary  number  of 
copies. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  that  although  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Wbight)  was  entitled  to 
greater  weight  than  was  allowed  to  it  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Gkorgia,  yet  he  would  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
aodof  the  House,  whether,  in  a  Government  like 
oars,  documents  of  the  nature  of  those  read  this 
morning  publicly,  audibly  and  articulately  read, 
in  the  presence  of  several  note-takers,  to  say 
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nothing  of  the  notes  taken  by  gentlemen  them- 
selves; whether  it  was  possible,  even  if  desirable, 
that  the  contents  of  these  papers  could  be  kept 
from  the  public  eye?  Was  it  not  better  that  an 
authorized  and  correct  transcript  of  thera,  under 
the  sanction  of  the  House,  should  be  sent  to  press, 
than  that  they  should  be  mutilated,  and  presented 
to  the  public  with  no  more  similitude  to  the  ori- 
ginal than  the  reports  which  passed  to  the  great 
mass  of  the  nation  of  the  acts  and  proceedings  of 
this  House  ?  Ours  is  a  Qovemment  of  the  peo* 
pie,  and  ouffht  to  have  no  secrets.  It  is  a  Qov- 
emment, which,  from  the  very  nature  of  its  ori- 
gin, cannot  nse  that  despatch  and  promptitude  of 
action,  to  the  success  of  which,  secrecy  is  so  very 
valuable  and  favorable.  On  the  whole,  then, 
although  he  conceived  the  suggestions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  entitled  to  the  highest 
respect,  because  he  thought  tbey  did  honor  at 
once  to  his  heart  and  understanding,  yet  perhaps 
it  would  be  as  well  to  send  these  papers  to  press, 
although  he  believed  that  the  opinion  of  a  discreet 
and  select  committee  of  the  House  on  the  subject 
would  not  render  the  decision  less  mature  or  less 
safe. 

Bat  there  was  another  aspect  in  which  these 
papers  were  to  be  viewed.  If  they  were  worthy 
of  being  communicated  to  the  House  by  the  Bz* 
ecutive,  under  the  discharge  of  a  solemn  Consti- 
tutional obligation,  they  are,  or  ought  to  be, 
worthy  of  being  acted  upon  by  us.  Although 
the  author  of  this  information  had  been,  and  per« 
haps  justly,  branded  by  gentlemen  of  all  descrip- 
tions of  party  with  the  epithets  of  traitor  and 
spy;  and  although  the  evidence  of  a  person 
standing  in  his  peculiar  situation  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived with  many  grains,  he  might  say  even 
pounds,  of  allowance,  it  did  not  therefore  follow 
that  a  committee  would  not  have  it  in  their  power 
to  extort  from  him,  directly  or  ipdirectly,  infor- 
mation which  might  be  valuable  to  the  commu- 
nity. If  he  could  not  give  it  himself,  he  might 
either  intentionally  or  unintentionally  lead,  a 
committee  of  this  House  to  sources  whence  it 
might  be  procured.  As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  he  could  not  say 
that  he  had  any  particular  anxiety  to  take  his 
share  of  this  burdensome,  and,  in  some  respects, 
invidious  duty ;  yet,  as  a  reference  ,to  that  com- 
mittee had  been  mentioned,  he  certainly  should 
not  shrink  from  the  discharge  of  that  portion  of 
duty  devolving  on  him  in  case  the  House  should 
give  that  direction  to  the  papers. 

In  some  respects,  the  c)niracter,  he  would  not 
say  of  a  portion,  but  of  the  whole  nation,  was 
implicated  in  this  affair.  The  information  was 
either  of  such  a  character  as  ought  never  to  have 
been  submitted  to  the  House ;  such  as  was  un- 
worthy of  notice ;  such  as  it  would  be  a  compro- 
mitment  of  the  national  character  to  act  on ;  or 
else  it  was  of  a  character  which  demanded  that 
they  should  sift  it,  bolt  it  to  the  bran ;  that  they 
should  call  the  individual  before  them,  if  he  was 
to  be  found  withm  our  jurisdiction;  that  he 
should  be  called  upon  to  say  to  whom,  in  what 
manneri  and  in  what  character  he  had  aeveloped 
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iiis  views.  WheD  he  said  this,  he  did  oot  give 
any  pledge,  that  upon  his  (Henry's)  testimony, 
he'would  condemn  men  of  high  minds  and  fair 
fameA  You  yourself,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  too  much 
in  the  practice  of  sifting  evidence  not  to  know 
that  we  may  reason  from  things  false  to  things 
true ;  that  tne  falsehood  of  a  witness  is  not  un- 
frequently  an  unerring  cine  to  troth.  If,  sir,  he 
(Henry)  should  have  at  in  hie  power  to  bring  into 
question  the  character  of  any  individual  in  this 
country,  it  will  be  competent  to  the  party  thus 
implicated,  either  by  fair  presumption  or  direct 
testimony,  to  rebut  any  such  implication ;  or  pre- 
sumption or  testimony  still  deeper  wiH  go  very 
far  to  uphold  and  fix  these  imputations*  You, 
sir,  are  too  well  read  ia  the  history  of  the  country 
from  which  we  spring,  not  to  be  conversant  in 
all  the  plots,  from  the  Popish  treasons  in  the 
reign  of  James  I,'down  to  those  of  the  Rye-house; 
and  from  thence  perhaps  to  the  plot  of  Colonel 
Despard.  This  witness,  to  be  sure,  stands  before 
us  in  a  most  questionable  point  of  view.  He  evi* 
dently  undertook  a  service  in  Its  nature  not  by 
any  means  enviable,  not  generally  esteemed  most 
honorable,  with  a  view  to  reward.  He  points  out 
specifically  the  nature  of  the  reward  he  expected. 
It  was  in  the  power  of  a  Government,  at  once 
the  most  corrupt  and  most  wealthy  perbaps  in 
the  world,  by  not  a  very  unreasonable  douceur 
for  the  services  performed,  forever  to  have  stopped 
the  barking  of  this  political  Cerberus.  That  Gov- 
ernment must  have  much  underrated  his  ser- 
vices. But  is  this  all?  Was  it  not  his  business 
to  enhance  to  this  Gk)vernment,  to  magnify  to  a 
virtuous,  and  therefore  credulous  people,  the  im- 
portance of  the  mission  with  which  he  was 
charged,  and  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  he 
discharged,  its  duties?  On  whose  testimony  are 
we  to  take  the  account  of  the  mighty  deeds  per- 
formed ?  The  place  is  pointed  out  ^  we  have  the 
y>here  and  the  when,  but  that  all-important  fact, 
wUh  whoMf  is  studiously  kept  out  of  view.  He 
has  had  it  in  his  power  to  do  great  mischief  to 
the  United  States.  This  is  /U#  story.  In  propor- 
tion to  the  mischief  which  he  was  able  to  inflict, 
Mr.  R.  said,  ought  his  services  to  have  been  ajh 
predated  by  the  British  Government,  they  enter- 
taining the  views  which  these  papers  ascribe  to 
them.  As  thf  y,  for  reasons  best  known  to  them- 
selves, I  suppose  from  that  infatuation  which 
sometimes  attends  the  movement  of  governments, 
have  refused  to  give  him  adequate  recompense, 
he  turns  his  attention  to  us.  In  proportion  as  his 
services  were  valuable  to  those  to  whom  they 
were  rendered,  precisely  in  the  same  ratio  must 
be  the  value  oi  the  disclosure  made  to  us. 

Without  going  further,  Mr.  R.  said  he  was 
decidedly  of  opinipn  that  the  Message  should  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  effects, 
and  records;  that  everything  which  could  be 
sifted  out  of  this  transaction  be  laid  without  tc- 
serre  before  the  people.  Nothing  short  of  this 
would  satisfy  the  public  sentiment,  nor  did  he 
think  it  ought. 

Mr.  FisK  said  that  the  remarks  which  had 


been  made  by  gentlemen,  induced  biro  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  House,  lo  ^ive  some  informa- 
tion and  make  a  few  observations  relative  to  the 
subject  now  under  consideration.  This  Mr.  Hen* 
ry  was  an  Englishmaii,  but  had  long  resided  in 
this  country ;  so  long,  that  he  had  obtained  a  cap- 
taincy in  the  Army  raised  in  the  year  1798  ;  he 
was  a  man  of  gentlemanly  deportment,  and   re- 
puled  good  moral  character;  that  he  (Mr.  Fisk) 
and  his  colleague  (Mr.  Stbono)  weU  remcnmber- 
ed,  when  be  passed  through  Biurlington,  in  the 
Spring  of  the  year  1808,  and  that  his  object  was 
at  that  time  much  suspected  to  have  been  what 
he  DOW  states;   but,  as   a  politician,  he   was 
thought  by  the  Republicans  to  have  been  a  firm 
behever  in  the  British  maxim,  "  that  the  end  sanc- 
tifies the  means ;"  and  the  Federal  party  enjoyed 
the  full  benefits  of  his  principles  and  tabors  while 
he  lived  in  Vermoiit.    Sir,  gentlemen  say  that  he 
is  a  traitor,  a  spy,  and,  therefore,  what  he  here 
relates  is  not  entitled  to  credit.  However  dishon- 
orable a  transaction  like  tbis  may  be  deemed  by 
our  Government,  whose  motives  and  conduct  are 
directed  and  squared  by  the  principles  of  morality 
and  justice,  yet,  I  believe,  it  is  not  thoag;ht  so 
very  disgraceful  in  the  British  Government,  as  to 
be  beneath  her  first  characters  to  undertake.    Sir, 
was  the  mission  to  Copenhagen  to  destroy  that 
city,  murder  the  innocent  inhabitants, and  rob  the 
Danes  of  their  fleet,  a  more  honorable  one  than 
this?    Certainly  not.    Apd  yet,  sir,  the  famoo^ 
Mr.  Jackson,  who  went  on  that  mission,  was  con- 
sidered worthy  of  being  a  Minister  to  this  coun- 
try, where  he  was  caressed  and  highly  esteemed 
by  some;  and  performed  both  missions  much   to 
the  satisfaction  of  his  master.    Why,  sir,  can 
gentlemen  seriously  doubt  the  truth  of  the  facts 
stated  by-  this  Mr.  Henry,  when  they  have  it  frocD 
the   hignest  authority,  that  the  former  British 
Minister,  Mr.  Erskine^  while  here,  at  this  rery 
time,  was  in  the  same  business  this  Henry  ^iras 
sent  to  pprform  1    In  a  letter  written  by  that  Min- 
ister to  nis  Ghivernment,  and  published  by  its  or- 
der, he  tells  them : 

**  I  have  endeavored,  by  the  nuMt  strict  and  diU^eat 
inqairies  into  the  views  and  strength  of  Che  Fedeiml 
party,  to  aeoertain  to  what  extent  they  would  be  willing 
and  able  to  resist  the  measorea  of  the  party  in  power, 
and  how  far  they  could  carry  the  optnionsof  this  ooun* 
tiy  along  with  them  in  their  attamjpts  to  remove  the 
embargo,  without  recurring  to  hoatilitiea  against  both 
Great  Britain  and  France." 

And  again,  he  tells  them,  in  his  letter  of  the 
15lh  February,  1809,  when  sp*^akiog  of  the  diris* 
ions  which  tten  agitated  this  country,  and  the 
opposition  made  to  the  laws  by  the  people  of  the 
Bastern  States : 

<<  The  ultimate  consequences  of  such  diflTerenceaand 
jealousies,  arising  between  the  Eastern  and  SooUiem 
States,  would  inevitably  tend  to  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  which  has  been  for  some  time  talked  oi^  and 
has,  of  late,  as  I  have  heard,  been  seriously  contem- 
plated by  many  of  the  leading  people  in  ths  ea^lem 
division," 

Now,  sir,  when  the  British  Minister  was  on 
this  bttsinen,  by  order  of  his  Government,  is  it 
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extnordinary  or  incredible  that  this  Henry  should 
be  seat  on  the  same  errand  by  Governor  Craig? 
The  ocearrences  of  those  times  place  the  fact  oat 
of  doabt.  I  perfectly  recollect  that,  on  my  return 
home  from  this  place  in  March,  1809, 1  was  in- 
formed of  this  Henry  having  passed  through  the 
eoQDtry ;  and  it  was  then  conjectared  that  he  n^as 
00  the  very  business  which  he  now  states.  But, 
saj  gentlemen,  he  libels  and  calumniates  the  Qor- 
emment!  Wnv',  sir,  he  does  not  more  so  than 
has  often  been  doae  on  this  floor,  by  a  gentleman 
Botnow  present,  or  than  has  been  done  for  years 
by  ooe  description  of  presses  and  newspapers  in 
this  eoQOtry. 

The  division  of  the  Union  is  not  a  new  subject. 
As  early  as  the  time  the  Jay  Treaty  agitated  this 
country,  I  saw  two  numbers  in  the  ^  Centinel," 
primed  at  Boston,  holding  out  the  idea  of  a  sepa- 
ratioQ  of  the  States.  I  am  very  far  from  believ- 
ing it  was  ever  the  wish  of  the  great  body  of  the 
Fderal  party,  or  that  they  would  knowingly  join 
the  eoemies  of  this  country,  to  effect  such  a  pur- 
pose, bat  that  there  are  some  who  call  themselves 
Federalists,  and  who  in  principle  and  feeling  are 
Englishmen,  that  would  do  it,  I  have  no  doubt. 

From  the  very  nature  of  things,  all  raooarchi- 
calaod  despotic  Governments  must  always  be 
inimical  to,  and  seek  the  destruction  of,  this  Gov- 
ernment, while  it  remains  a  free  one ;  and  the 
only  toeaos  of  effecting  this,  is  by  fomenting  di- 
viMoos  among  us  i  angering  one  party  against  the 
other,  and  thereby  dividing  the  Union.  I  believe 
this  to  have  been  the  constant  object  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  from  the  dace  of  our  Treaty  of 
Peace  uotil  now,  and  they  will  always  join  the 
minority,  be  its  political  character  what  it  may. 
And  1  humbly  hope  this  occurrence  will  be  re- 
ceived as  a  solemn  admonition  by  all  citizens  of 
this  coontry,  to  tinite  in  support  of  their  Govern- 
ment aod  liberties,  and  convince  them  in  what 
estimation  they  are  held,  notwithstanding  the 
professions  of  friendship  made  tdward  this  coun- 
try by  the  British  Government  and  its  agents. 

Mr.SmuE  said  the  character  of  this  man  was 
aothiogto  us,  though  it  might  be  to  him,  and  he 
therefore  should  not  follow  the  example  of  gen- 
tlemen who  had  inade  so  free  with  it.  There 
wasone  Doint  in  which  he  considered  the  publi- 
eatioQ  otthese  documents,  which  was  of  real  im- 
portance; that  they  exhibited  ft)  the  American 
people  what  sort  of  a  nation  we  had  to  deal  with. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  Ohreat  Britain  considered 
no  men ns  dishonorable  provided  they  would  ac- 
complish the  attainment  of  her  object.  With 
respect  to  Mr.  Wrieht's  idea,  that  the  publication 
of  the  papers  wonlo  throw  an  odium  on  the  lead- 
^^%  parties  in  this  country,  said  Mr.  S.,  none  of 
those  papers  said  anything  more  disrespectful  to 
the  parties  in  this  country  than  those  parties  had 
frequently  said  of  each  other  in  the  public  prints. 
He  never  had  believed  that  the  mass  of  the  Fede- 
ral party  wished  a  separation  of  the  Union;  but 
that  there  were  men  in  it,  attached  to  the  British 
interests^  he  knew  to  be  true.  There  was  at  least 
eaoogh  in  these  papers  to  put  every  man  on  his 
gtiard  with  respect  to  the  insidious,  dishonorable 


conduct  of  that  Government,'  and  he  would, 
therefore,  vote  for  printing  5,000  copies. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  this  was  one  of  those  debates 
which  sometimes  arose  in  the  House,  in  which 
all  were  on  one  side  of  the  question.  Nothing 
can  be  more  true  than  that  these  papers  do  prove 
that  Great  Britain  has  not  yet  ceased  her  at* 
tempts  to  disturb  the  peace  of  this  nation.  That 
they  were  genuine,  he  believed,  although  they 
came  from  a  man  whom  that  Government  had 
employed.  There  was  nothing  new  in  the  man- 
ner of  communicating  them.  How  was  it  in  the 
conspiracy  of  Blount  and  Ltston  ?  Mr.  Adams 
communicated  the  disclosure  to  Congress.  I  im- 
agine that  Burr's  conspiracy  was  communicated 
by  some  one  who  was  or  had  been  engaged  in  it. 
In  this  case,  a  man  who  had  been  in  the  service 
of  thb  Government}  preferring  the  British,  was, 
while  in  Canada,  engaged  by  Governor  Craig,  to 
go  into  a  bart  of  this  country  to  endeavor  to  pro- 
cure a  divibion  of  the  Union.  Mr.  M.  said  he 
had,  four  years  ago.  stated  that  both  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France  haa  agents  in  this  country.  Had 
they  not  had  them  in  other  countries?  They 
had;  and  he  cited  Holland  as  a  particular  in- 
stance. 

The  Constitution,  said  Mr.  M.,  is  founded  on 
the  Union' of  these  States,  and,  (if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed to  use  a  word  once  fashionable,)  on  the 
indivisibility  of  the  Empire.  And,  what  was  the 
object  of  Great  Britain  ?  For  what  did  she  em- 
ploy this  man  ?  To  separate  the  Union ;  to  de- 
stroy the  Constitution,  the  greatest  work  of  the 
greatest  men  this  country  has  produced.  Sir,  I 
was  almost  struck  with  horror,  when  such  docu* 
ments  were  reading,  to  see  that  any  itian  could 
laugh  at  them.  They  expose  an  attempt,  not  (o 
stab  an  individual,  but  to  stab  a  nation.  Owing 
to  our  relative  situation,  in  consequence  of  otre 
Revolution,  you  can  never  expect  Great  Britain 
to  look  upon  you  with  as  much  friendship  as  other 
nations.  There  is  another  reason  for  her  jealousy; 
we  have  predicted  over  and  over  again,  that  we 
shall,  at  one  time  or  other,  clip  her  maritime 
wing.  She  believes  it ;  and  the  existence  of  the 
nation  denends  on  her  preventing  it. 

The  only  question  that  presents  itself  is,  Is  the 
information  useful  to  us  r  Does  it  not  confirm 
every  man  in  the  belief  that,  while  she  is  making 

Professions  of  friendship  through  her  Minister 
ere,  Great  Britain  is,  in  another  direction,  plot- 
ting our  destruction  by  her  secret  asents?  It 
would  be  happy  for  <us  if  we  had  not  also  French 
agents  here.  I  never  did  believe  the  Federal  party 
bad  any  notion  of  joining  Gkeat  Britain;  but  this 
nation,  favored  as  it  is,  has  yet  not  been  clear  of 
discord ;  and,  to  say  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the 
Federal  or  Republican  parties  who  would  wish  a 
anion  with  Great  Britain  or  France,  would  be  to 
say  what  I  do  not  believe.  . 

So  long,  sir,  as  both  belligerents  remain  as  they 
have  been,  for  the  last  hundred  years,  willing  to 
disturb  the  peace  of  the  world,  so  Idng  we  ought 
to  watch  their  motions.  Let  the  Executive  have 
obtained  these  papers  as  he  might,  it  beeame  his 
duty  to  eommunicate  them  to  Congress.    They 
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will  convince  every  man  in  the  nation,  it  appears 
to  me,  that  all  the  talk  about  the  friendship  and 
good  disposition  of  the  British  nation  toward  us 
was  a  mistake.  May  we  not  reasonabiv  suppose 
that  Great  Britain  moved  the  Prophet?  When- 
ever we  come  near  a  point  with  Great  Britain, 
do  not  the  Indians  move?  How  was  it  before 
Jay's  Treaty,  and  whenever  she  is  likely  to  as- 
sume a  hostile  attitude?  Exactly  at  those  mo- 
ments are  the  Indians  moved  upon  yoti<  To  con- 
quer this  country  by  force  of  arms,  if  united,  is 
impossible.  France  and  England  together  could 
sot  do  it.  I  do  not  believe  the  world  conld.  All 
we  want  is  union  at  home. 

As  to  this  man,  be  is  just  such  a  one  as  the 
British  usually  employ  for  these  purposes;  he  is 
one  of  their  owa  agents.  Can  England  complain 
of  our  giving  credit  to  a  man  with  whom  her 
first  Secretarv  of  State  and  the  Governor  Gen- 
eral of  Canada  correspond  ?  I  care  nothing  about 
the  cause  which  brings  him  here,  it  is  an  affair 
between  him  and  them.  The  question  is,  Has 
he  told  the  truth  ?  I  verily  believe  he  has.  I  un- 
derstood enough  of  the  papers,  as  read,  to  know 
that  be  was  the  agent  of  the  British  Government, 
sent  here  to  sow  disunion,  and  that  was  enough 
for  me.  So  long  as  we  are  governed  by  interest, 
mutual  wants,  or  common  sense,  so  long  shall  we 
continue  united.  We  are  placed  in  such  a  situa- 
tion that  we  ought  to  love  each  other,  and  we 
always  should,  did  not  our  mad  passions  some- 
times run  away  with  us.  One  part  of  the  nation 
delights  in  using  the  sea  ;  another  in  agriculture; 
we  supply  each  other's  wants ;  we  ought  never  to 
dream  of  separation.  And,  sir,  when  these  mes- 
seligers  of  hell  ajre  sent  here,  shall  we  not  look  at 
them  ?    Let  us  have  the  papers  printed,  sir. 

This  is  the  second  attempt  Great  Britain  has 
made  to  divide  the  country,  and  I  believe  France 
would  do  the  same ;  for  I  have  no  confidence  in 
the  morality  of  either.  Our  affairs  are  in  such  a 
state,  that,  with  one,  we  must,  try  what  has  been 
called  ^^  la^t  retort  of  Kings.  I  have  made  up 
my  mind  on  the  subject,  and,  whenever  we  are 
ready  to  declare  war,  I  shall  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  he  did  not  feel  disposed,  nor 
was  it  a  time,  to  say  much— the  documents  spoke 
for  themselves— nor  did  he  address  the  House  to 
identify  the  Federal  party  with  this  British  con- 
spiracy to  dismember  the  Union;  nor  did  he  intend 
to  load  the  individual  who  had  made  this  com- 
munication to  the  President  with  the  opprobrious 
epithet  of  ^  and  traitor;  but  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  and  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
einia,  to  the  position  which  had  been  taken  by 
himself  and  others  upon  the  discussion  of  our  for- 
eign relations,  respecting  the  British  influence  in 
stimulating  the  savages  against  our  infant  and 
innocent  settlements  upon  the  frontiers.  Mr.  J. 
said,  when  he  had  ascribed  the  hostility  of  the 
Indians  to  British  influence,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  cuuld  not  place  any  confidence  in  such 
intimations;  artd  he  moreover  suted,  that  if  such 
influence  coul(|  be  proven,  he  would  himself  join 
heart  and  hand  in  measures  against  Great  Britain, 
and  would  even  march  himself  to  Canada,  if  ne- ' 


cessary,  to  expel  and  destroy  the  British  autborii 
ties  in  that  quarten  Mr.  J.  said,  he  wished  t< 
know  whether  the  House  had  not  now  recoh 
evidence  of  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  BritisI 
Government  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  peo 
pie  from  their  own  Government — to  organize  op 
position  to  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  to  prodac< 
a  dissolution  of  our  happy  Government,  a  dismem 
berment  of  the  Union,  and  the  erection  of  a  moo 
archy  upon  its  ruins — and  whether  such  a  casi 
did  not  call  for  equal  union  ?  Mr.  J.  asked,  wh< 
would  now  assert  that  Great  Britain  was  friendi] 
disposed  towards  us ;  that  she  was  fightiog  oo 
battles,  or  the  battles  of  freedom ;  that  she  stooi 
between  us  and  universal  domination ;  that  goo( 
men  would  pray  that  our  arms  might  not  be  sao 
cessful  against  that  Government,  which  had  si 
long  trampled  upon  our  rights ;  that  Great  Brit 
ain  was  acting  upon  the  principle  of  retallatioi 
towards  France  ?  Mr.  J.  said,  it  was  now  reducei 
to  a  certainty  that  the  hostility  of  Great  Britain 
towards  us.  in  the'  continuance  of  her  orders  ii 
Council — in  the  impressment  of  our  seamen — ori 
ginated  in  a  determination  to  destroy  the  unioi 
of  the  States,  and  from  a  belief  that  a  separatio) 
could  be  effected,  in  case  of  a  war  with  Grei 
Britain.  It  was  now  evident,  that  the  disavows 
of  Mr.  Erskine's  arrangement,  and  her  subsequen 
conduct  towards  the  United  Slates,  arose  fron 
the  delusive  hope  that  the  people  of  the  Nei 
En<;land  States  would  join  Great  Britain  in  tb 
conflict.  This  communication  also  accounts  fa 
the  news  we  are  daily  receiving  of  the  bostil 
intentions  of  the  savages  upon  our  borders.  Mr.  J 
said,  he  wanted  5,000  copies  to  be  printed,  that  th 
people  might  judge  whether  Congress  had  wan 
tonfy  sported  with  their  rights,  or  whether  the 
had  not  been  driven  to  the  brink  of  war  by  a  con 
duct  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  that  would  dii 
grace  the  most  abandoned,  the  most  savage,  aa 
the  most  piratical  nations  on  earth.  Mr.  J.  sai< 
he  hoped  the  House  would  no  longer  debate  wba 
course  to  pursue,  and  that  no  additional  argu 
ments  would  be  required  to  convince  them  of  th 
propriety  of  breaking  up  the  rogues'  harbor,  an 
taking  possession  of  the  Uanadas ;  without  whici 
the  United  States  never  could  enjoy,  in  tranquil 
litjr,  those  rights  which  were  transmitted  to  th 
citizens  of  the  United  States  by  their  ancestors. 

Mr.  Stanforo  suggested  the  propriety  of  a  rel 
erence  of  the  subject  to  a  Committee  of  the  Who! 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Key  made  some  remarks  which  were  nc 
all  distinctly  heard  by  the  Reporter.  He  wisbe 
that  the  publication  could  have  been  accompa 
nied  with  some  refutation  of  its  contents,  as  i 
would  go  to  alarm  the  people  with  an  idea  ofth 
existence  of  a  spirit  in  one  section  of  this  countr 
which  he  was  sure  did  not  exist.  He  was  nc 
only  for  committing  the  subject,  but  for  follow 
ing  it  up  with  a  full  and  prompt  examinatioi 
Sure  I  am,  said  Mr.  K.,  that  the  people  of  Europ 
have  mistaken  the  American  character.  Waal 
ever  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  among  oui 
selves,  there  can  be  none  as  to  the  propriety  c 
supporting  the  integrity  of  the  Union.    There  ca 
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be  no  doubt  that  (he  people  of  this  conntrf,  of  all 
descriptions,  will  rally  around  the  Coostttution. 
France  had  heretofore  supposed  sbe  possessed  a 
party  iti  this  country,  but  there  was  not  a  man  of 
sense  in  the  country  who  believed  it.  Foreign 
oaiions  would  err  in  this  way,  having  no  correct 
koowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  the  people.  If 
we  were  soon  to  be  involved  in  warj  it  was  proper 
ihat  no  distrust  should  exist  in  one  part  of  the 
community  against  another;  and  he  therefore  re- 
gretted that  a  complete  investiffatioa  could  not  be 
had  before  the  papers  were  published. 

Mr.  Randolph  wished  to  say  one  word,  and 
ooljr  a  word,  in  addition  to  his  previous  observa- 
lioDs.  He  rose  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting  to 
the  House  whether,  if  it  were  their  intention  to 
aei  with  anything  like  despatch  or  efficacy  jin 
this  bosiness,  it  was  not  necessary  immediately 
to  decide  whether  these  papers  should  or  should 
Qot  be  referred  to  a  eummittee,  and  that  comnUt- 
lee  clothed  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers.  For  it  was  perfectly  obvious,  if  this  day's 
session  was  spun  out.  on  the  mere  question  of 
printiog,  it  was  giving  the  party,  whom  it  would 
cenaioly  be  the  object  of  the  committee  to  exam- 
ine, fail  notice  to  abscond ;  for,  whatsoever  may 
have  been  the  rank  and  grade  of  the  gentleman, 
and  however  respectable  in  some  eyes  it  might 
appear,  he  would  hardly  be  ambitious  of  exhibit- 
iog  himself  here. 

Mr.  R.  iaid  he  could  only  say,  as  he  waa  up — 
he  should  certainly  not  have  risen  for  the  purpose 
of  saying  it — to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
that  when  he  had  examined  the  subject,  he  would 
give  that  gentleman  and  the  House  hia  opinion 
on  it.  Until  then  he  must  be  excused.  I  had 
niBch  rather,  «aid  Mr.  R.,  my  opioion  should  fol- 
low ao  examination  than' precede  it. 

Mr.BoTo  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  print* 
iBf.  This  was  the  old  course  of  Britain — divide 
and  conquer.  The  existence  of  such  agencies 
was  sufficiently  known  before*  These  papers 
only  wept  to  prove  it.  The  President  would  not 
bare  sent  these  papers  publicly  to  Congress  if  he 
bad  not  ioiended  they  should  go  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Wright  rose  in  explanation  of  his  former 
remarks.  He  wished  it  to  be  distinctlv  uoder- 
ttood  that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  publication 
of  these  papers. 

Mr.  MiLROR  said  his  purpose  in  rising  now  was 
to  express  the  anxious  desire  he  felt  that  on  this 
qaestioD  there  might  not  be  the  least  divisioa  of 
^Qtimeot  manifested  in  the  House.  He  should 
be  extremely  sorry  at  any  time ;  above  all,  at  a 
period  of  our  national  progress  when  it  was 
(bought  that  a  change  of  circumstances  of  the 
most  important  kind. was  about  to  take  place; 
tbat  at  this  time  an  opinion  should  be  imbibed 
tbat  any  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country 
'wtre  favorable  to  England.  The  candor  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Wright)  re- 
doQaded  to  his  honor.  He  was  extremely  glad 
to  find  gentlemen  acknowledge,  with  respect  to 
tbe  party  in  which  he  stood  enrolled,  whatever 
^igbt  be  our  internal  differences,  dbc.  that  they 
Mold  not  be  suspected  of  hostility  to  the  Union ; 


there  could  be  no  idea  entertained  by  sensible 
men  of  either  party  that  there  was  amon^  us 
any  considerable  portion  of  men  who  are  inimi- 
callr  disposed  to  the  union  of  the  States. 

That  these  papers  proved  a  dishonorable  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  British  Government, 
Mr.  M,  said  he  had  no  doubt.  Although  a  strong 
sensation  would  probably  be  produced  by  the  dis- 
covery of  this  circumstance,  and  it  might  be  per- 
verted much  to  the  injury  of  the  feelings  of  par- 
ticular individuals,  he  hoped  the  good  sense  of 
the  community  would  induce  them,  while  they 
properly  appreciated  this  attempt  of  a  foreign 
Government,  not  to  be.  led  into  rash  or  injudi- 
cious measures.  He  really  wished  the  afbir 
might  be  probed  to  the  bottom;  and  that  the 
British  Minister  having  in  one  case  come  forward 
with  a  disavowal  for  his  Government,  would  say 
in  soine  shape  or  other  what  was  the  real  state  of 
the  case  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Rbba  again  spoke  in  amplification  of  his 
former  remarks.  He  said  that  be  this  man,  Mr. 
Henry,  who  he  might,  he  had  done  an  important 
service  to  the  country  in  exposing  the  views  of 
the  British  Government;  and  it  behooved  the 
House  to  ascertain  their  truth,  dbc. 

The  motion  fo^  printing  was  -unaAimously 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  his  motion  for  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
so  as  to  give  the  committee  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Taoup  said  that  on  occasions  of  this  kind, 
great  care  should  be  taken  lest  the  House  be  hur- 
ried by  a  a>omentary  excitement  into  an  act  of 
precipitancy.  He  bad  confidence  in  the  discre- 
tion of  thejCommittee  of  Foreign  Relations,  but 
the  vesting  such  a  power  in  the  committee  might 
be  considered  as  an  instruction  by  the  House  to 

Soceed  under  any  circumstances  to  bring  Mr. 
enry  before  them.  He  had  no  doubt  in  his  own 
mind  that  the  communication  had  been  volun- 
tary on  the  part  of  Mr.  Henry,  but  he  entertained 
as  little  that  there  may  have  been  certain  stipu- 
lations and  conditions  which  the  Executive  would 
feel  itself  under  the  strongest  obligations  of  good 
faith  to  comply  with,  and  which  would  exempt 
the  individual  makine  the  disclosure  from  any 
responsibility  of  any  xind.  Whatever  may  be 
thought  of  the  motives  of  Mr.  Henrv  in  making 
the  disclosure,  or  whatever  the  epithets  applied 
to  him  in  debate,  certain  it  was,  Mr.  Henry  had 
done  service  to  the  country,  and  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected by  it.  If  the  committee  should,  on  exam- 
ination, think  proper  to  proceed  to  summon  per- 
sons, or  call  for  papers,  the  House  would  not  fies- 
itate  to  vest  them  with  the  necessary  powers. 

Mr.  Grundy  stated  what  was  his  impression 
as  to  the  course  he  should  incline  to  pursue  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
if  the^e  papers  should  be  referred,  as  proposed, 
to  that  committee.  If  any  engagement,  express 
or  implied,  had  taken  place  between  the  Admin- 
istration and  Mr.  Henry,  that  he  should  be  free 
from  detention,  dbc,  he  should  not,  as  one  of  the 
committee,  consent  to  violate  that  engagement. 
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Mr.  Bibb  said,  as  there  appeared  to  be  consid- 
erable difference  of  opioion  od  this  subject,  and 
as  the  committee  coald  apply  for  the  power  if 
they  wished  it,  he  should  for  the  present  with- 
draw his  motion. 

Mr.  Randolph  renewed  it. 

Mr.  Pitkin  spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion.  He 
thought  this  course  due  to  the  people  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  whose  character  was  implica- 
ted in  these  papers. 

Mt.  Fi8k  said  there  was  no  fear  of  of  this  per- 
son absconding;  he  was  not  that  sort  of  a  man. 
But  were  this  man  out  of  the  world,  there  is  evi- 
dence enough  to  prove  the  truth  of  all  he  had 
said  without  a  syllable  from  him.  As  to  this 
course  being  due  to  those  implicated,  Mr.  F»  said 
he  came  from  one  of  the  States  (Vermont)  about 
whioh  most  was  said  in  Henry's  letters,  and  he 
felt  no  uneasiness  on  that  score  $  and  be  could 
not  see  why  others  should. 

Mr.  Bibb  accepted  Mr.  Randolph's  proposi- 
tion as  a  part  of  bis  motion,  as  he  had  only  been 
induced  to  withdraw  it  by  a  desire  to  accommo- 
date. 

Mr.  Macon  required  a  division  of  the  question; 
and 

Thejqaeotion  on  reference  was  carried  unani- 
mously. 

The  question  to  clothe  the  committee  with 
oompulsory  power  was  carried — 104  to  10,  as 
follows : 

TxAS — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Ardier,  Ese- 
kiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  WilKam  W. 
Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Ro- 
bert Brown,  William  A.  BurwelJ,  WUIiam  Batler, 
John  C.  Calhonn,  Epaphroditas  Champion,  Langdon 
Ghevas,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Codiran,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  John  Da- 
venport, Jan.,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joaeph 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Ettas  Earle,  William  Ely. 
James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch»  Meshack  Fraoklin,  Thomas 
Qholaon,  Thomas  R.  Grold,  Charles  Goldsboroogh,  Pe- 
tefson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boil- 
ing Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hnftj, 
Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key, 
William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jun^  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lvle,  Thomas  Moore,  Ar- 
chibald McBryde,  Willilun  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Aranah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, Jan.,  James  Pleasants,  Jan.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ran* 
dolph,  William  Reed,  Wiltiam  M.  Richardson,  Henry 
M.  Ridgehr,  Samuel  Ringgnld,  John-  Rhea,  William 
Rodman,  Ebcneacer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiby, 
George  Smith,  John*  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Silas 
Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Talia- 
ferro, Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Ro- 
bert WhitehiU,  WUUam  Widgeiy,  Tliomas  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  David  Bard,  Adam 


Boyd,  James  Fisk,  Joha  M.  Hynemaa,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  John  8mi- 
lie,  and  George  M.  Troup. 


TuBSOAT,  March  10.  j 

Mr.  Wrioht,  from  the  committee  appointed  | 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Messa^  which 
relates  to  filling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  en-  I 
listments  of  the  regular  troops,  to  detachmeots 
of  militia,  and  to  such  a  peparation  of  the  ^eat 
body  as  will  proportion  its  usefulness  to  its  in- 
trinsic capacity,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  ^  to  establish  a  doartermaster's 
Department,  and  for  other  purposes,**  reported 
several  amendments  thereto';  which  were  read, 
and,  together  with  the  bill,  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  concern  iog 
the  Naval  Establishment,"  with  amendments ;  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wil- 
son was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thooias  Orr 
was  read  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  Oom  the  Senate  "respecting  the  en* 
rolling  and  licensing  of  steamboats"  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "concerning  the  Naval  EsCabtisbmeni*' 
were  read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  which  relates  to  the  Naval  Elstab- 
Itshment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  made  on  the  peti* 
tion  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans;  and  the  question  that  the  House 
do  concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
their  disagreement  to  the  resolution  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
beinff  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  instructed  to 
bring  in  a  bill. 

The  bill  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers 
of  public  lands  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to 
complete  their  payments ;  passed  through  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  building  a  jail  in  Alexandria  county,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St. 
Clair  was  read  the  third  time;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  ia  the 
affirmative — yeas  67,  nays  39,  as  follows: 

YiAs-Johtt  Baker,  Abyah  Bigelow,  William  Blsick- 
lodge,  Harmanus  Bleeckcr,  James  Breckeniidge,  C:iii%l] 
Biigham.  William  A.  Burwell,  WilUam  BuUer,  ~ 
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te  Chrvcs,  If ttthi  CbiltoBdeii,  Mttdiew  Gl»y,  John 
Shftoport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawfon,  Elias  CaiU, 
JtMs  Emott,  WUIimm  Findiey,  Am  Fitch,  Thomas 
Glwboo,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goidsboroogh, 
Edwin  Gmy,  Felix  OroBdy,  Richard  Jaskson,  jantor, 
ioBcph  Kent,  Jacob  Hofty,  Joseph  Lewis,  jon.^  Peter 
littk^  Bobert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes, 
Thomu  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy, 
SuDuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcaif, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hofh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomss  Newbold,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  James 
PieannU,  Jan.,  £lisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Wtl- 
Ikm  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgeley,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
Jooathao  Roberts,  Jolin  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
Sheflev,  George  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow, 
Lrwit  B.  Storges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro, 
George  M.  Troup,  Pierre  Van  (>Drtlandt,  jun.,  Laban 
WbcstoD,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard 
WioD,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NiTi— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  SteveuMn  Archer,  Eio* 
kttl  Bacon,  BorweU  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Bo/d,  Robert  Blown,  John  C.  CaUiouh,  James  Coch- 
lu,  Lewis  Condict*  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
iaocs  Fisk,  Peterson  Good wyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green.  Boil- 
ing HtU,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hufty, 
iohfi  M.  Hyneman,  Abner  Laoock,  Joseph  Lefever, 
Aaroo  Ljle,  Israel  Pickens,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  William  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea,  Wil- 
liam Rodman,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Bamoel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Stanford,  Wil- 
liam Strong,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Ro- 
bert WhitehiU,  and  William  Widgery. 

DISTRICT  COURTS. 

Ao  engroraed  bill  profiding  for  the  removal  of 
theetQses  depeadtng  in  ibe  respectire  District 
Coarts  of  the  Uaited  States,  in  case  of  the  disa- 
Wiiyofthe  Jud|rcs  thereof,  was  read  the  third 
lime,  tad  passed:  Whereupon,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Newton,  that  the  House  do  recon* 
stder  the  vote  oo  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  the 
qnestioD  thereoa  beio^  taken,  it  was  determined 
is  the  Degative — yeas  30,  nays  80,  as  follows : 

Tiis — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  David 
Bird,  William  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown>  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Goch* 
ran,  Lewis  Condict,  Willism  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
teph  Desha,  laaiah  L.  Oreen,  B(rfling  Hall,  John  A* 
Harper,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Abner  La- 
cock,  William  McCoy.  Alexander  McKim,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Rhea,  £beneier  Sage,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Wilham  Strong,  John  TalialorrOy  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
and  Robert  Whitehill. 

Nits — Stevenson  Archer,  Bzekiel  Bacon,  John  Ba- 
ker, BorweU  Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bige- 
low,  HsrmanuB  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  John  0.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Blias  Earle,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
OoMbborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix 
Onindy,  Obed  Hall,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Joseph 
Kent,  Williani  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever, 
Joae]^  Lewis,  jun.,  Fetor  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Lfv- 
iogMon,  Aaron  Lyie,  Thomas  Moore«  Arehibald  Me- 
B^de,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Mstcalip,  Jaoies  Milnor, 
fianael  L.  Mttdhill,  Jeremiah  Monow,  Jonathan  O. 
Monlsy,  Ha^  Melaon,  Anthony  New,Stephen.OiBUi- 


by,  Joaenh  Peaiaon,  Israel  PiokeBa,.  Timothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benjamin  Poud,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  William  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  John 
Sevier,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  ^ilas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr., 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgery, 
Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 


Weonbsdat,  March  11. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pah> 
lie  Lands,  presented  a  bill  for  relinquishing  (o  the 
Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  the  use 
and  possession  of  a  lot  in  said  city ;  which  was 
read  twice  aod  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morruw. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
preseoted  a  hill  making  provision  for  certain  per^ 
SODS  claiming  lands  onder  the  several  aets  for  the 
relief  of  the  refoffees  from  the  British  PTOvioces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iitformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  authorizing 
a  loan  fnra  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,"  with  an  amendment:  in  which  they  de- 
sire the- concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rhba,  that  the  se- 
lect committee  appointed  on  the  letter  from  Co  wles 
Mead,  Speaker  or  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  enclosing  a  present- 
ment of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Baldwin  couaty,  » 
against  Harry  Toulmin,  Judge  of  the  Sujperior 
Court  of  Wanhington  District,  in  that  Territory, 
be  discharged ;  which  was  negatived. 

An  engrossed  bill  giving  further  time  for  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio  to  complete  their  payments,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  ^  au- 
thorizing a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven 
minions  of  dollars'^  was  read,  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  iiself  intoa  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  uf  such 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 'footing  with 
the  original  States ;  and,  after  some  time  speiit 
therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  re- 
peal inff  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank «f  the  United  SUtes, 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House: 
When,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Roberts,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words  "  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,^'  and  to  in- 
sert, ^^  is  hereby  declared  to  have  expired  on  the 
fourth  d»y  of  March,  1811." 
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It  was  determined  in  iheflegatite — yeas  9,  nays 
96,  as  follows : 

TxAS— ^Willis  Akton»  jr.,  Btfrwell  Bassett,  Bobert 
Brown,  Matthew  Clay,  Boiling  Hall,  Peter  LitUc,Thos. 
Newton,  Jonathan  Roberts,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanas 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  WUliam  A.  BurweU,  WUUam  Butler,  Johi) 
C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden, 
James  Cochrah,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor,  EUas  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Oholson,  Charles  Goldsborbugb, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hnfty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan., 
Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Na- 
thaniel MacoD,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBiyde, 
William  McCoy,  Alexandetr  McKlm,  Arunah  Metcalf, 
Jamea  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  HugfaNolson, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Peanon, 
Israel  Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jsmes  Pleasants,  jr., 
Peter  B.  Portor,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  WUliam  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely. 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  Ebe- 
neier  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
Richard  SUnford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  William 
Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  John  Taliaferro,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troupe  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert 
WhitehxU,  WiUiam  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  McKim,  that  the 
bill  be  postponed  until  the  first  day  of  June  next: 
which  was  determined  in  the  negative ;  and  the 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 


TBcntBDAT,  March  12. 

Mr.B.  HALLcalle'd  for  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  some  time  ago  submitted  by  him,  au- 
thorizing each  State  to  pay  its  profiortion  of  the 
direct  tax  in  clothing,  &,c.  The  House  refused 
to  take  it  up. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Secretary  and 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  Commissioners  un- 
der the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  refujifees  from  the 
British  Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia, 
on  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of  General  Moses  Ha- 
zen,  and  of  the  heirs  of  James'Boyd. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  public 
printing  for  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to 
report  such  regulations^ for  the  same,  in  future,  as 
they  may  deem  expedient ;  and  Mr.  Harper,  Mr. 
Fleas  AifTB, and  Mr.  BlackleI)gb,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

An  engroased  bill  repealing  the  tenth  section 
of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 


Bank  of  the  United  Statca,  was  read  ihe  third 
time  and  passed. 

DUTY  ON  EXPORTS. 

Mr.  MiTOBiLL  observed  that  be  "wished  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House  a  proposition  which  be  had  long 
revolved  in  his  mind.  It  was  an  amendment  ol 
the  Constitution,  in  the  section  forbidding  a  dutv 
laid  upon  articles  exported  from  the  sereral  States. 

The  Convention,  who  formed  that  invaluable 
instrument,  had  guarded  with  a  jealous  caution 
the  products  of  our  land  and  industry.  They  had 
foreseen  an  incouyenicoce  that  might  hare  arisen 
from  imposing  export  duties  upon  certain  articles, 
as  beef,  pork,  potash,  tobacco,  cotton,  or  bread- 
stuffs' ;  for  example,  in  their  bearing  upon  partic- 
i)lar  members  of  the  confederacy,  or  upioQ  selected 
classes  of  proprietors  and  their  business.  Con- 
sidering the  inhabitants  as  chiefly  engaged  in  the 
pursuits  of  agriculture,  it  was  declared  that  do 
money  should  be  levied,  even. by  Coogresa,  upon 
the  surplus  articles  of  their  plantationa  and  farms 
on  transportation  to  foreign  parts.  There  were, 
he  owned,  strong  reasons  in  favor  of  this  provi- 
sion originally.  But  time,  and  the  varied  condi- 
tion of  society,  had  remarkably  diminiahed  their 
force. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  Constitotion  in  1787, 
and  its  ratification  by  the  States  in  1788,  great 
alterations  had  taken  place  in  our  domestic  con- 
dition. And  changes  yet  mora  considerable  had 
been  experienced,  with  those  parts  of  the  world 
with  which  we  held  the  closest  connexion.  In 
the  lapse  of  twenty-four  years,  our  people  had  be- 
come proficients  in  manufactures.  The  native 
materials  of  the  country  had  been,  by  the  labor 
and  skill  of  the  inhabitants,  worked  up  into  a 
thottsaod  form?.  Raw  materials  from  abroad 
had  been  subjected  to  aimilar  processes  of  art; 
and  the  distilled  spirits,  the  cotton  and  bempea 
yarn,  the  preparations  of  leather,  wool,  wood, 
and  iron,  and  maiiy  other  things  were  studiously 
sought  after  by  persons  beyond  the  seas.  He  be- 
lieved it  would  be  just  and  proper  to  raise  money 
on  foreign  consumption.  This  might  be  effected 
by  a  moderate  and  discreet  export  duty  upon  the 
prodocis  of  oar  agricuiiure  and  manufacture,  as 
they  departed  from  our  porta  on  their  destinatioa 
to  distant  markets. 

The  efficacy  of  such  a  measure  made  him  re- 
gret that  the  Legislature  did  not  possess  the  au- 
thority to  adopt  it.    In  our  commercial  compe- 
titions with  oiHer  nations,  we  were  always  crip- 
pled through  the  want  of  buch  a  power.    It  was  an 
engine  which  they  employed  most  severely  against 
us.    In  our  attempts  to  countervail  -these  regula- 
tions, however  adverse,  and  to  meet  their  system 
by  a  corresponding  and  retaliatory  system,  ^e 
were  constantly  fettered  and  hampered  by  a  Con- 
stitutional restriction.    The  Western  sovereign* 
ties  of  Europe,  and,  indeed,  commerce  itself,  had 
suflered  such  turnings  and  overturoiogs,  thai  he 
believed  we  ought  to  disengage  ourselves  as  quick- 
ly as  we  conveniently  could  from  the  prohibitory 
clause  of  our  Coaatitution.    Wliile  the  beiligexent 
Empires  threw  so  many  impedimenu  in  the  way 
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of  liberal  ftnd  adTantageoas  intereoarse,  it  was 
oar  daty  to  reinoT«  from  the  path  an  obstraetion 
placed  there  by  oarselres. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  pa rttcularlf  desirous  of  in- 
ritiog  attention  to  the  subject  at  this  June  to  re. 
Bf  (he  dtmination  which  our  iroportd  hikd  ander- 
goDe,  there  was  a  serious  defalcation  of  the  rev* 
eDoe  heretofore  derived  from  the  impost.  The 
expenses  of  the  Groyernmeal  had,  at  the  same 
sea^oD)  been  exceedingly  increased.  The  wisest 
beads  had  been  engaged  in  devising  a  plan  for 
raising  the  requisite  supplies.  The  amendment, 
which  he  meditated,  might  be  considered  as  con- 
uiniog  a  substitute  for  some  of  the  less  agree- 
able of  war  taxes.  Or,  if  further  ways  and 
means  were  necessary,  this  might  be  an  aux- 
iliary to  the  projected,  or  any  other  mode  of  re- 
plenishing  the  Treasury.  And  thus,  by  a  per  cent- 
age  from  produce  exported  as  well  as  imported, 
there  would  be  a  twofold  chance,  a  double  oppor- 
taoity.  of  eollectin(t  money  for  the  public  service^ 
The  method,  Mr.  M.  thought,  would  be  both  cheap 
and  easy ;  and,  in  other  respects,  as  unexception- 
able as  any  he  could  think  of. 

He  nerertbeless  begged  the  House  to  observe, 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  press  an  immediate  de* 
cisioD.  If,  by  bringing  the  matter  forward,  he 
shoold  be  fortunate  enough  to  excite  a  serious 
ioquiry  into  its  merits,  he  should  feel  high  graii- 
fieaiion;  and  should  the  proposal  be  eventually 
foQod  worthy  of  support,  he  should  experience 
additional  pleasure.  In  the  hope  of  such  a  result, 
he  a&ked  leave  to  lay  his  motion  on  the  table,  for 
eoBiidetatioii)  in  the  following  terms  to  wit: 

Setdiftdj  ky  the  Senate  and  Hmut  of  Repruenia- 
taa  of  the  Uniied  SiaUs  of  Amerieat  in  Ccn^ett 
emmiUd,  (two-tikirds  of  both  Houses  deeming  it  ne- 
ceatary,)  Tbftt  the  following  article  be  proposed  to 
the  Legklatores  of  the  several  States,  as  an  amendment 
to  the  Coostittitioii  of  the  Uniied  States,  which,  when 
nlified  by  thxee-lbuTths  of  the  Legislatnres,  shall  be 
▼slid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  part  of  the  Consti- 
tation,  to  wit : 

The  tentence  consisting  of  the  woids  *'  no  tax  or 
doty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State," 
in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constito- 
tioa,  is  hereby  repealed :  and  in  the  place  thereof  is  in- 
serted the  foUovring :  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
l^y  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  and  imposts,  as  well  upon 
exports  as  imports." 

Mississippi  TERBITOKY. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  the  bill 
:or  enabling  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory to  foroi  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
^ing  taken  up — 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  topostone  the  bill  until  Mon- 
day week.  This  motion,  after  debate,  was  nega- 
tired,  52  to  38. 

Mr.  Stow  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  to  Mon- 
day next.    Motion  lost  without  a  division. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
teeofthe  Whole,  on  the  said  Bill. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTBR  Said,  that  on  the  general  prin- 
<^ipiesof  the  bill  under  consideration,  he  presumed 
ibere  will  be  bat  little  difference  of  opinion.  The 
popoiatiott  of  the  Territory  proposed  to  be  erected 


into  an  iodependept  State,  i^  unquestionably  suf- 
ficient toauihori2e  the  measure  agk-ecably  to  the 
present  ratio  of  representation  ;  and  from  the  vast 
infiux  of  emigration  to  that  section  of  the  Onion 
since  the  last  census,  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  tt 
might  be  demanded  ais  a  matter  of  right  under  the 
compact  with  the  State  of  Georgia.  But,  sir,  the 
wise  and  magnanimous  policy  of  the  General 
Government  has  uniformly  conferred  on  the  re- 
spective Territories  the  rightsofStatesovereignty, 
so  soon  as  their  numbers  would  fairly  entitle  them 
to  one  member  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States.  Ohio  was  admitted  with 
a  population  of  thirty-seven  thousand  souls.  In 
the  next  Congress,  that  State  will  be  entitled  to 
six  Representatives,  besides  a  very  large  fraction 
which  was  thrown  on  her  by  the  apportionment 
made  during  the  present  session.  All  the  other 
new  States  received  into  the  Confederacy  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  have  grown  into 
importance,  and  now  constitute  some  of  the  firm- 
est pillars  in  the  Temple  of  Liberty.  Permit,  me, 
Mr«  Chairman,  to  express  a  hope,  that  while  gen- 
tlemen deliffht  to  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  freedom 
at  home,  they  will  on  every  oceasion  manifest 
their  liberality  and  philaothropy,  by  extending  its 
cheering  rays  to  the  remotest  regions  of  our  be- 
loved country.  Emancipate  os  from  the  trammels 
of  colonial  vassalage;  place  us  on  the  high  emi- 
nence of  a  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  Com- 
monwealth ;  and  we  shall  at  all  times  be  ready, 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  assert  the  rights 
and  vindicate  the  honor  of  our  common  country. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  pecuniary  responsibility 
which  we  shall  incur  by  the  contemplated  change 
in  our  political  situation.  Besides  the  ordinary 
expenditures  incident  to  the  administration  of 
local  State  governments,  we  must  bear  an  equal 
proportion  of  the  direct  tax  which  is  about  to  be 
imposed  to  meet  the  approaching  crisis.  Although 
these  burdens,  when  combined  with  the  annual 
paymenu  which  we  are  required  to  make,  on  the 
purchase  of  the  public  lands,  calinot  fail  to  pro- 
duce some  Embarrassments  amonff  the  laboring 
class  of  oar  citizens,  I  am  persuaded  they  will 
regard  them  as  inferior  considerations,  compared 
with  the  permanent  benefits  inseparable  from  our 
advancement  to  the  rank  of  a  sister  Stkte  in  the 
Union.  Yes,  sir,  I  should  do  injustice  to  the  feel- 
ings, the  valor  and'patriotic  ardor  o(  the  people 
who  have  honored  me  with  their  confidence  by 
omitting  to  tender  the  most  unequivocal  assu- 
rances of  their  readiness  to  share  the  expense  and 
danger  which  may  be  necessary  to  redress  the 
multiplied  wrongs  and  avenge  the  violated  hon- 
or of  the  nation. 

We  will  not  shrink  from  the  contest  so  long  as 
there  is  a  solitary  right  to  be  secured,  or  a  re- 
maining injury  unatoned.  In  return  we  ask  the 
inestimable  boon  of  self-government,  without 
which  no  people  can  be  either  maituanimous  or 
happv.  With  respect  to  the  limits  recommended 
by  tne  committee,  including  all  that  tract  of 
country  of  which  possession  was  taken  by  virtue 
of  the  Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  bearing  date  the  37th  of  October,  1810, 
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tbereaivpean  to  exist  a  divenity  of  opioioD.  Some 
geotlemen  Xbiak  it  improper  Co  legislate  definitely 
over  that  country,  until  tbe  pledge  given  in  the 
proclamation  that  it  will  in  our  bands  be  held  sab- 
ject  to  futare  negotiation,  is  redeemed  in  a  man- 
ner satisfactory  to  the  Executive  who  made  it; 
and  others  wish  to  divide  the  country  between 
the  State  of  Lonisianaand  the  State  to  be  formed 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory.  To  rescue  this  sub- 
ject from  the  first  objection,  at  a  very  early  period 
of  the  session,  I  moved  a  resolution  calling  on  the 
President  for  information, on  two  points:  1.  Whe- 
ther there  was  ai>v  pending  negotiation  respect- 
ing our  title.  2.  Whether  It  was  the  wish  of  the 
Executive  that  the  Legislative  authority  of  Con- 
gress over  the  country  should  be  suspended  with 
a  view  to  future  negotiation  and  adjustment  in 
relation  to  the  claim  of  the  United  States.  To 
this  request  the  President  has  returned  no  answer. 
But  without  the  aid  of  those  lights  which  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  Executive  to  shed  upon  tbe 
questioi^,  we  all  know  that  tbe  downfall  of  tbe 
late  SfHiBish  Monarch,  and  the  distracted  state  of 
revolution  in  which  Spain  is  involved,  renders  it 
impracticable  to  recognise  any  legitimate  author- 
ity with  whom  a  negotiation  could  be  conducted. 
It  is  true,  several  letters  have  passed  between  Mr. 
Secretary  Monroe  and  Mr.  roster,  the  British 
Minister,  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  relative  to 
our  possession  of  West  Florida,  and  the  manner 
of  taking  it«-  On  this  correspondence  it  is  not  my 
intention  at  present  to  commenL  It  is  a  new 
proof  of  the  disposition  which  Great  Britain  has 
always  shown  to  intermeddle  in  tbe  affairs  of 
other  nations,  and  the  language  of  Mr.  Foster  is 
in  the  highest  degree  arrogant  and  insulting.  Mr. 
Monroe,  in  his  letter  of  the  8ih  of  July,  after  re- 
pelling the  insinuations  made  by  the  British  Qov- 
ernment  as  to  the  motives  by  which  the  President 
was  actuated  in  taking  possession  of  the  country, 
declares  ^^  that  by  this  event  the  United  States 
baveacquired  no  new  title  to  West  Florida.  The^ 
wanted  none."  From  this  declaration  it  is  evi- 
dent that  no  doubt  is  entertained  bv  tbe  Executive 
as  to  the  validity  of  our  title,  and  therefore  it  is 
unnecessary  to  suspend  for  a  longer  period  the 
admission  bf  that  country  into  the  Union.  The 
people  of  Florida  were  excluded  from  a  ^rtici- 
pation  in  the  formation  of  the  constitution  for 
the  State  of  Louisiana.  Should  you  now  trans- 
fer them  to  the  government  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  under  similar  disabilities,  it  may  be 
productive  of  the  most  mischievous  consequences. 
The  vulnerable  position^  of  our  Southern  frontier 
is  welt  known  to  every  gentlemao-<-it8  commer- 
cial importance  to  the  Western  country  is  equally 
notorious.  In  the  event  of  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, New  Orleans  and  the  Floridas  must  be  vig- 
orously defended,  or  they  will  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  What,  then,  sir,  will  btfcome  of  the 
commerce  of  all  the  Western  States  and  Territo- 
ries 7  The  key  to  their  intercourse,  not  only  with 
Europe  and  the  West  Indies,  but  with  the  North- 
ern and  Eastern  States  in  the  possession  of  Spain 
or  Great  Britain,  they  are  at  once  locked  out  irom 
the  ocean,  and  left  without  a  market  at  which  to 


vend  tbe  surploii  prodncts  of  their  industry.  In 
soch  a  crisis  shall  we  hesitate  as  to  the  utility  of 
receiving  these  people  into  tbe  great  Amecicaa 
family  7  In.  order  to  elicit  the  opinions  of  gentle- 
men on  this  interesting  subject,  and  to  conciliate 
those  who  disapprove  of  the  boundaries  designated 
in  the  second  <<ectioo  of  the  bill,  I  shall  move  to 
strike  out  that  section,  with  a  view  of  extend io^r 
the  State  of  Louisiana  from  the  Iberville  to  Pearl 
river,  and  incorporating  tbe  residue  of  the  disputed 
territory  with  tbe  State  which  we  are  now  about 
to  form. 

Thus  tbe  country  will  be  finally  disposed  of, 
and  each  State  will  command  a  portion  of  the 
seacoast  acquired  by  (he  purchase  of  Loaisiana. 
I  will  only  add,  that  this  proposition  has  been 
made  With  the  approbation  oi  the  agents  from 
New  Orleans,  and  is  the  result  of  a  mutual  desire 
to  promote  tbe  permanent  interests  of  the  people 
in  that  section  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  PoiNUBXTBR  then  offered  the  following 
amendment : 

**And  kt  it  Jurtker  tnaeUd^  That  the  said  State 
shaH  consist  of  all  that  tract  of  oonntvy  contained  with- 
in the  following  heandaries,  to  wit:  beginning  on  the 
mer  Mimsaippi,  at  the  point  where  thesoothem  boun- 
dary line  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  unites  with  the 
same ;  thence  along  said  line  to  its  jonctioa  with  the 
western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Georgia;  thence 
along  the  said  bonndaiy  to  the  thirty-first  degree  of  lat* 
itade,  and  along  said  degree  of  latitude  to  a  point  op- 
posite the  river  Perdido ;  thence  to  the  junction  of  said 
river  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  including  all  islands 
within  six  leagues  of  the  shore,  to  the  junction  of  Pearl 
river  with  the  Lake  Poatdiartrain  ;  and  op  said  riTer 
te  the  91et  degree  of  latkode ;  thence  to  the  riTer  Mis- 
siasippi,  and  up  the  aame  to  the  beginning." 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  taken 
without  debate,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Clat  mored  ta  add  the  following  proviso, 
to  follow  after  the  section  iast  adopted;  irhich 
would  have  the  effect  to  keep  that  portion  of 
country,  taken  possession  of  unoer  the  irresideot's 
proelamation,  subject  to  future  negotiaiion : 

**  Prtmded^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  prevent.that  portion  of  the  terntory 
comprehended  within  the  said  boundary,  formerly  com- 
posing  a  part  of  the  ooontiy  known  by  the  nama  of 
West  Florida,  being  subject  to  future  negotiation  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States.*' 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  said,  that  in  offering  this 
amendment  to  the  Committee,  he  confessed  he 
was  actuated  rather  by  a  disposition  to  accommo- 
date the  views  of  other  gentlemen,  than  from  aoy 
difficulty  which  he  felt  on  the  subject  himself  ; 
for,  with  respect  to  our  title  to  We»t  Florida,  he 
thought  it  utterly  iinpossible  that  any  gentleman 
could  examine  that  question,  without  sufferiag^ 
other  considerations  to  mingle  in  the  investiga- 
tion, and  not  be  thoroughly  conrinced  that  the 
title  was  in  the  United  States :  and  he  confessed, 
that  were  he  to  consult  his  own  views  only,  he 
should  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  making  an  un- 
qualified annexation  of  that  territory  to  the  States 
to  be  formed  of  the  Orleans  and  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritories.   But  as  some  gentlemen,  adverting    to 
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thePresideniV  Proclaroalion  for  taking  possession 
of  (bat  eooDCry,had  supposed  that  some  difficulty 
might  arise  under  it  from  such  a. procedure,  in 
order  to  quiet   these  apprehensions,  he  had  sub- 
mined  this  proriso.    The  right  of  the  General 
Ooremment  to  destroy  the  integrity  of  a  State 
hariog  been  (questioned,  it  would  be  well  to  guard 
a^inst  any  difficulty  on  that  score  by  a  reserva- 
tion to  the  General  idoverDment  of  the  power  to 
negotiate  on  the  subject  of  this  territory.    At  the 
same  time  he  made  this  proposition,  Mr.  C.  ut- 
terly disclaimed  the  idea  that  many  possible  slate 
of  things  ought  this  country  to  be,  ceded  away. 
He  considered  the  possession  of  West  Florida  as 
iodispensable  tp  the  interests  and  prosperity  of 
the  Western  States,  and  so  far  to  the  integrity  of 
the  Union ;  and  he  should  as  soop  see  a  part  of 
the  State  which  be  represented  ceded  away  as  this 
terntory.     What,  he  asked,  was  the  extent  of  the 
eoontry  in  question  1  '  In  breadth,  abont  twenty 
miles;  in  length  about  two  hundred^tnding  to 
thtt  eitent  our  Southern  frontier.    The  danger 
of  bsTiog  provinces  of  a  foreign  Power  ou  our 
frontier  is  too  well  disclosed  by  the  late  commtt- 
niettion  of  the   President  (concerning  Henry's 
mission }— a  disclosure  which  must  combine,  in 
the  execration  of  the  project  it  developed,  eve^y 
man  lo  the  country,  and  every  honest  roan  jn 
efery  country.     Suppose  the  former  dynasty  of 
Spain  to  be  reinstated  on  the  throne,  ft  could  not 
desire,  for  honest  purposes,  the  possession  of  West 
Florida.    In  proposing  the  amendment,  Mr.  C. 
said  it  was  merely  bis  object  to  make  the  acts  of 
the  L^islative  bodv  taHy  with  the  proclamation 
of ibe  President.     If,  tberefor9,contrary  to  his  6rm 
eonTiction,  it  should  be  determined  that  we  have 
Bot  the  title,  he  had  no  idea  that  even  in  that, 
state  of  things  the  territory  would  be  given  up, 
hnt  that  an  equivalent  should  be  given  for  it. 

Mr.C.  said  he  fully  approved  the  boundary  es- 
ublished  for  the  new  State  of  Mississippi  by  the 
section  jost  agreed  to,  so  far  as  it  operated  on  the 
Florida  Territory.    It  gave  to  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana about  three-fourths,  perhaps  four-fifths,  of 
the  population  of  the  whole  territorv — a  popula- 
tion homogeneous  to  the  character  of  the  country — 
American  in  principle  and  feeling ;  and  with  plea- 
rare  be  had  seen  the  Convention  of  the  Orleans 
Territory,  in  requesting  this  annexation,  display 
a  liberality  of  sentiment  in   desiring  a  further 
American  population,  which  bd  trusted  would  be 
wiprocated  by  Congress.    Although  the  State 
of  Louisiana  could  not  be  gratified  by  the  annex- 
ation of  the  whole  territory,  their  desires  would 
he  gratified  to  a  considerable  extent  by  giving 
^em  all  that  portion  of  it  lying  west  of  Pearl 
nrer.     The  acquisition  of  the  valuable  settie- 
Qents  on  the  high  lands,  and. their  hardy  pop- 
ulation, would  satisfy  all  the  material  wishes  of 
^he  Slate.    By  this  addition  they  would  give  to 
^  new  State  of  Louisiana  the  entire  control  of 
the  Lakes  Maurepas  and  Pontchartrain,  by  which 
thteity  of  New  Oi  leans  may  be  most  easily  ap- 
proached i  you  thus  enable  the  State  to  take  all 
li^ssary  means  to  repel  invasion.    You  efiect 
another  object,  said  Mr.  C.    There  is  not  any 


very  great  natural  connexion  between  the  people 
immediately  on  the  bay  of  Mobile  and  Tombigbee 
river,  and  those  on  the  Mississippi.  If  there  be 
any  connexion,  it  is  an  artificial  one,  resulting 
from  the  preponderancy  of  capital  at  New  Orleans, 
and  will  be  lessened  whenever  there  t<hall  be  a 
commercial  capital  at  Mobile.  I  am  therefore 
anxious  to  unite  the  territorv  east  of  Pearl  river, 
including  the  bay  of  Mobile,  to  the  Mississippi 
Territory^  to  which  it  is  naturally  connected ;  and, 
Mr.  C.said,  he  bad  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that 
either  Pearl  river  or  the  Pascagoula  ought  to  be 
the  boundary  which  is  to  separate  the  two  parts 
of  the  country  respectively  to  be  attached  to  the 
States  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi — the  Pearl 
river.  Upon  the  whole,  would  be  tne  best,  as  di- 
viding the  territory  in  about  equal  portions.  Mr. 
C.  concluded  by  expressing  his  satisfaction  that 
this  subject  had  been  taken  up,  and  that  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  delegate  from  Mis- 
sissippi had  obtained,  which  he  hoped  would  finally 
pas^,  &c. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  that  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  honorable  Speaker  to  him  appeared  strange. 
I,  said  Mr.  R.,  dp  firmly  believe  that  the  title  of 
the  United  States  to  the  country  west  of  the  Per- 
dido  river,  named  West  Florida,  is  good  and  valid 
to  all  intents  and  purposes ;  and,  therefore,  I  will 
not  vote  for  a  proposition  which  will  evince  a 
doubt  relative  to  the  sufficiency  of  that  title.  But 
it  is  said,  that  the  Proclamation  of  the  President 
has  declared  the  same  principle  that  the  amend- 
ment proposes.  That  may  be,  but  that  is  no  law ; 
that  proclaination  is  not  law,  nor  is  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  IJnited  States  bound  by  it,  unless  they 
intend  to  adopt  a  principle  similar  to  that  used  in 
Great  Britain,  where  the  King  and  Council  can 
issue  an  edict  having  the  force  of  law.  This 
principle  ought  not  to  be  established  under  the 
Constitution  of  this  nation.'  But  the  domitieering 
interference  of  the  British  Government  relative 
to  West  Florida,  if  there  was  no  other  xeason, 
ought  to  be  cause  sufficient  to  reject  this  offered 
amendment;  that  interference  of  a  Government 
which  has  no  possible  right  or  title  to  the  country 
in  question,  will  be,  in  a  manner,  sanctioned  by 
the  offered  amendment.  On  these  three  points, 
then,  the  amendment  ought  to  be  rejected  :  first, 
that  it  goes  to  shake  the  solidity  of  the  title;  sec- 
ond, that  it  goes  to  sanction  an  opinion,  that  a 
preceding  Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  obligatory  on  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States;  and,  third,  that  the  amend- 
ment, if  agreed  to,  will  go  to  authorize  an  opinion 
that  the  domineering  interference  of  Great  Brit- 
tain,  in  respect  tq  the  country  in  q^uestipn,  was 
right  and  proper.  Against  these  points  I  will, 
said  Mr.  R.,  hold  up  nay  hand — and  therefore  will 
vote  a^inst  the  offered  amendment. 

Mr.  PoiNOEXT£R  said,  that  he  only  agreed  to 
this  amendment  with  a  view  to  conciliate  those 
who  thought  a  pledge  was  given  by  the  Presi- 
dent's Proclamation  for  future  negotiation ;  but, 
ivhilst  he  agreed  to  it,  be  considered  it  utterly 
impossible  that  the  United  States  could  ever  sur- 
render it«    Such  was  the  tenor  of  the  language 
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of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  State,  that  the 
country  nerer  would  be  surrendered. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  observed,  that  our  Minister  who 
negotiated  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  had  been' 
repeatedly  told  by  Talleyrand,  in  the  course  of 
the  negotiation^  that  the  French  intended  to 
cede  the  country-  of  West  Florida;  so  that  it 
had  been  not  only  purchased,  but  understood  to 
have  been  purchased.    His  certainty  of  the  com- 

f^leteness  ot  our  title  was  such,  that  he  was  unwiU 
ing  to  do  any  act  which  should  recognise  the 
existence  of  .a  doubt  on  the  subject,  and  he  was 
therefore  opposed  to  the  proviso.  At  the  same 
time  he  had  no  objection  to  the  amendment  just 
agreed  to  ;  he  was  willing  that  the  people  on  the 
Tombigbee  and  Alabama  rivers  should  have  free 
access  to  the  ocean,  and  thus  do  away  all  artifi- 
cial distinctions  which  had  been  made  by  a  for- 
eign Power  whilst  the  territory  had  been  in  its 
possession. 

Mr.  Macon  was  well  satisfied  with  the  amend- 
ment proposed  ;  for  he  could  not  ha  vie  consented 
to  vote  for  this  bill  without  the  proviso,  or  some- 
thing like  it.  Hitherto  this  Government  bad 
done  everything  it  could  to  preserve  peace.  The 
embargo  and  all  the  restrictive  measures  had  in 
view  to  preserve  peace;  and  peace  would  always 
be  best  maintained  by  a  due  regard  to  public  faith. 
If  a  territory  be  incorporated  into  a  State,  it  was 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  M.  that  neither  the  President 
or  Senate  bavea  right  to  give  it  up.  It  had  never 
been  understood  by  any  party,  under  our  Consti- 
tution, that  under  the  treaty-making  power  the 
President  would  cede  one  inch  of  a  State.  Con- 
venient although  the  territory  is  to  us, and  though 
we  have  possession,  and  it  is  said  no  pledge  has 
been  given  in  relation  to  it,  yet  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  proclamation  held  out  the  idea  that  we 
held  it  until  an  opportunity  was  afibrded  for  ne- 
gotiating on  equitable  terms.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was 
willing  to  acknowledge  that  he  bad  not  examined 
the  title  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Speaker  and 
the  eentleman  from  New  York  had  done,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  pronounce  on  it  with  certainty ; 
but  the  title  did  not  come  into  the  question  on  tne 
present  point.  Had  we,  when  all  the  rest  of  Lou- 
isiana was  surrendered  to  us,  obtained  possesssion 
of  Florida  ?  No,  we  bad  not.  It  appeared  to  have 
been  at  least  a  doubtful  question  whether  we  ob- 
tained a  title  to  it  or  not.  What  had  been  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  NewYork,  of  Talleyrand's 
declaration  to  our  Pleuipotentiaries,  had  not 
much  weight,  because  a  claim  wan  now  set  up  tq 
it  not  by  France  bur  by  the  Spanish  Government. 
The  proviso  under  consideration,  whilst  it  could 
not  in  any  degree  invalidate  our  claim,  did  away 
the  objections  in  his  mindtq  th^  proposed  annex- 
ation of  territory.  If  the  territory  was  once  an- 
nexed to  the  State,  without  reservation  or  condi- 
tion, they  might  as  well  hereafter  attempt  to  cede 
away  Boston  or  Old  Plymouth,  as  that  territory. 
Mr.  Wright  spoke  against  the  amendment  at 
considerable  len<^th. 
Mr.  Clay  replied  ;  and  Mr.  Rhea  rejoined. 
When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  proviso, 
which  was  adopted  without  a  division. 


The  bin  having  been  reported  to  the  Hoqs<, 
and  the  House  having  agreed  to  take  up  the  same, 
an  adjournment  took  place. 


FRtDAT,  March  13. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
ofColumbia,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  cut- 
ling  and  making  a  canal  from  the  river  Potomac 
around  the  west  end  of  the  dam,  or  causewajr, 
from  Mason's  Island,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Gholsoic,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
presented  a  bill  tor  the  relief  of  Joha  Ttiompson; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  nezU 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  corpor- 
ation of  the  City  of  New  Orleans  the  use  and  pos- 
session of  a  lot  of  ground  in  said  city.  The  bill 
havinff  been  gone  through  and  amended,  was  by 
the  House  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Cheves  offered  the  following  resolution, 
premising  that  he  was  induced  to  propose  it  from 
a  wish  to  bring  before  Congress  the  claim  of  one 
of  his  constituents,  which  wOuld  be  embraced  in 
the  scope  of  this  inquiry  : 

^  Reaohtdj  That  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  b« 
diiected  to  inquire  what  provision  oug^ht  to  be  madd 
respecting  lands  granted  ^y  the  British  Government 
of  West  Florida,  not  subsequently  recognised  by  the 
Spanish  Government,  and  the  daims  to  which  have 
been  filed  according  to  law  with  the  Registers  of  the 
United  States;  and  that  they  have  kteve  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise." 

After  some  general  oblectioos  \^  Mr.  Rhba, 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

MISSISSIPPI  T£RltrrORY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  viz :  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  enabling  the 
people  of  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  State  government. 

The  amendment  changing  the  boundary  of  the 
Territory,  dtc,  moved  by  Mr.  PoindexteA,  toge- 
ther with  Mr.  Clay's  proviso,  were  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

An  amendment,  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Poiif- 
DEXTEa,  in  the  following  words,  next  came  under 
consideration : 

*'  Nor  shall  any  grant,  deed,  or  other  conveyance, 
heretofore  derived  from  any  authority  whatever,  be 
read  in  evidence  ia  any  court  of  said  State  against  any 
grant  derived  from  the  United  States,  unless  the  valid- 
ity of  the  same  shall  have  been  recognised  by  the  Vox- 
ted  States,  or  some  special  tribunal  constituted  by  them 
for  the  purpoeie." 

Mr.  Bacon  said  it  was  so  well  understood  what 
was  the  object  of  this  motion,  that  it  was  unneces- 
sary to  explain  the  grounds  of  objection  to  it.  H^ 
merely  rose  to  require  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its 
adoption;  which  wereaccordingly  taken — yeas  70, 
nays  37,  as  follows : 
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Tiif—WillM  Alston,  jrn  WiUiMn  Aiidenon,8(«T«a. 
I0D  Arclier,  Barwell  BuMett,  WUlUm  W.  Bibb,  Wil- 
liiza  BlacUedge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WilUam 
A.  Burweil,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lang- 
doa  CheTet,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  J^wis 
Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Daw* 
MD,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Eliss  Earle, 
Wflliam  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gbolson, 
Petenon  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Fflii  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 
per, Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  H ufty,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Joieph  Kent,  Ab&er  Laoock,  Joseph  Leferer,  Peter  Lit- 
tie,  William  I^owndes,  Aaron  Lyie;  Nathaniol  Macon, 
ThoDU  Moore,  William  MeC5oy,  Amnah  Metcalf, 
fiuDoel  L.  Mitehtll,  Joremiah  Morrow,  Hn^  Nelson, 
Asthooy  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormstrf,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jr^ 
BeDJunin  Pond,  John  Randolph,  Ssmuel  Ringgold, 
Jooathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage^ 
Ebeoner  Seaver*  Samuel  Shaw,  John  BmiKe,  George 
Smiih,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Strong,  Uti  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert 
WbitdiiU,  and  Bachard  Winn. 

NiTt—Eaekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigo- 
Jow,  Haraianoa  Bloedcer,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
BrighaiD,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Davenport,  Jan.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Oo4d,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Ly- 
nan  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun*,  Bobert  Le  Roy  Livings- 
loo,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pear- 
MD,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Jonah  Quin- 
cj,  WQliam  Reed,  WUUam  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M. 
Hidgplj,  Tbomaa  dammons,  Philip  Stuart,  Sihu  Stow, 
Lems  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tail- 
madse,  Chariei  Tomer,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
WWla,  Thomas  Wihwo,  and  Robert  Wright 

The  question  on  the  bill  b<ing  engrossed  for  « 
third  rnding  was  decided  vrtthout  debate — yeas 
67,  Days  39.  as  follows : 

Yiis— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  WiUtam  Anderson,  Ste- 
venion  Archer,  Darid  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
W.Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Barwell,  William 
Butler,  J.  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clij,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Craw- 
rord.  Soger  DaTis»  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias 
Eaile,  WilKam  Findley,  Meshack  Frauklin,  l^homas 
Gbolson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Grundr,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hy- 
MoiQ,  Joseph  Kent,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever, 
Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas 
Moore,  WiUiam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKec,  Alexander 
KcKim,  Amnah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Israel  Pickens,  James 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
Jonathan  Roberta,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Bbeoewr  Sealer,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheilsy,  Rich- 
»d  8unlbrd,  William  Strong,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Tumer^Jr.,  Robert  WhitehiU.  WiUiam  Wid- 
foy,  Thomas  unison,  and  Richard  Winn.' 

NiTf — Bzekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Btge- 
^t  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Jamos  Breek- 
^niige,  Elijah  Brigham,  Bpaphroditus  Chatepioo, 
Mntm  Chittenden,  John  Dairenport,  jr.,  William  Ely, 
'aait  Emott,  A«a  Fitch,  |tiehard  Jackson,  jun.,  Ly- 
BtnLaw,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  TiO  Roy  Living- 
<iKi,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph 
Ptinon,  TtBotbj  Pitkin,  jua.9  Benjamin  Pond,  Peler 


B.  Porter,  Josiah  Qniney,  William  Reed,  WiUiam  M. 
Richardson,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  PhUip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  and  Robert  WrighU 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
time  on  Monday  next. 

QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Quarter- 
master's Department,  and  for  other  purposes,  to- 
gether with  the  ameodments  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  [Tbts  bill  goes  to  ea- 
tablish,  also,  a  Commissary  Gen^raPs  pepkrt- 
ment,  abolishing  that  of  Purreyor  of  Public 
Supplier.] 

Mr.  Roberts,  in  the  progress  of  reading  and 
amend i Off  the  bill,  moved  to  strike  oat  the  fourth 
section  of  the  bill,  which  goes  to  abolish  the  office 
of  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies,  with  an  inten- 
tion then  to^move  a  recommitment  of  the  bill, 
assigning  a  number  of  reasons  in  support  of  the 
motion. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Wright  and 
Mr.  Tallmadge,  and  lost — yeas  15. 

An  ineffectual  attempt  was  also  made  bv  Mr. 
Lacook  to  reduce  the  Commissary  Oeoeral's  sal- 
ary from  $3,000  to  $2,000,  the  present  salary  of 
the  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies,  whose  duties  he 
is  principally  to  perform. 

The  Committee  went  through  the  bill,  and  re- 
ported it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  lie  on  the  table,  as  the 
House  was  thin,  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions sittioff,  and  the  bill  only  this  morning  laid 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  Wright  opposed  the  motion  on  the  ground 
of  the  urgepcv  of  the  business,  the  want  of  such 
a  department  neing  now  most  seriou^y  felt. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  38  to  37,  and  the 
House  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  March  16. . 

Mr.  Pawbon^  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  Mfftsage  of  the  President,  of  the  fifth  in- 
stant, presented  a  bill  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Louisfaha  into  the  Union,  and  te  extend 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  said  State ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  relinquishing  to  the  corporation  of 
New  Orleans  the  ase  and  possession  of  a  certain 
lot  of  ground  in  said  city,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Tne  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  > 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  letter,  from  the  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Brit- 
aink  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

March  13, 181S. 
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WASHiiroTOir,  BUreh  11, 18 IS. 

The'  nndenigned,  Hie  BriUnnie  Majetty's  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
United  States,  has  read  in  the  public  papers  of  thife 
city,  with  the  deepest  concern,  the  Message  sent  hy 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Congress  on  the 
9th  instant,  and  the  documents  which  accompanied  it. 

In  the  utter  ignorance  of  the  undersigned  as  to  aU 
the  circurostances  alluded  to  in  thoae  documents,  he 
can  only  disclaim  most  solemnly,  on  his  own  part,  the 
having  had  any  knowledge  whatever  of  the  existence 
of  such  a  mission,  or  of  such  transactions  as  the  com- 
munication of  Mr.  Henry  refers  to,  and  express  his  con- 
viction, that,  from  what  he  knows  of  those  branches  ^ 
His  Majesty's  Government  with  which  he  is  ii^  the 
habit  of  having  intercourse,  no  countenance  whatever 
was  givQD  by  them  to  any  schemes  hostile  to  the  in- 
ternal tranquillity  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned,  however,  cannot  but  trast  that 
the  American  Government,  and  the  T^ongress  of  the 
United  States,  will  take  into  consideration  the  charac- 
ter of  the  individual  who  has  made  the  communication 
in  question,  and  will  suspend  any  further  judgment  on 
its  merits  until  the  circumstances  shall  have  been 
made  known  to  His  Majesty's  Government. 

The  undersigned  requests  the  Secretur  of  State  to 
accept  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 

The  Message  haviog  been  read,  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Nbwton,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Fbreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Cheves,  from  the  Naval  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  coocerning  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment, made  a  report  on  the  same. 

The  House  then,  on  njottpa  of  Mr.  Cbbtbs. 
agreed  to  the  amendment  niaking  a  reduction  m 
the  appropriation  for  repairs  from  $480,000  to 
$300,000. 

Mr.  Cheygb  maved  that  the  Hoase  disagree  to 
the  amendment  limiting  the  appropriation  for  tim- 
ber to  such  as  should  be  requisite  for  rebaildiog 
four  of  the  old  frigates,  to  that  which  goes  to  strike 
out  that  section  which  proposes  to  lay  up  all  the 
gunboats  now  in  commissioo,  and  to  that  going 
to  remove  all  the  pursers  at  present  in  service 
after  the  1st  of  May  next,  thereafter  requiring  the 
eoncurreoce  of  the  Senate  in  all  such  appoint- 
ments. 

Mr.  C.  assigned  his  reasons  for  the  motion.  In 
relation  to  the  first  amendment,  he  observed  that 
the  modification  of  the  Senate  contemplated  the 
purchase  of  a  description  of  timber  for  a  partic^ 
ular  purpose,  which  would  not  call  for  more  th.in 
$150,000,  although  four  times  that  amount,  viz : 
$200,000  per  annum  for  three  years  had  been  ap* 
propriated.  As  to  the  second  amendment,  he 
hoped  it  would  not  be  agreed  to,  as  the  gunboats 
were  a  species  of  force  calculated  for  harbor  de- 
fence, and  not  for  sea  service ;  and  as  the  House 
with  that  view  had  directed  them,  until  necessary 
for  such  purpose,  to  be  laid  up  and  distributed  in 
the  several  harbors  along  the  coast.  The  last 
amendment,  though  not  objectionable  in  princi- 
ple, would,  in  detail,  be  detrimental  to  the  public 


service,  beeause  it  put  out  of  eommtssion,  at  i 
month's  notice,  all  the  present  pursers,  some  e( 
whom  were  od  board  ships  in  Europe,  and  wboai 
places  could  not  be  substituted  in  treble  that  ttrQe| 
and  because  it  required  of  all  pursers  bonds  a 
security  to  the  amount  of  $20,000  each,  whiel 
Would  effectually  bar  a  proper  selection  of  pel 
sons  for  that  station. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  MgKbb  and  Mi 
R^EA  in  favor  of  the  first  amendment,  the  quea 
tioo  on  disagreeing  to  it  was  taken  ana  carried^ 
ayes  60.  Two  other  amendments  were  diangree^ 
to  without  a  division. 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORT. 

.  The  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Misaissipp 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern 
ment,  and  for  the  admission  of  the  same  into  th 
Unbn  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origiaa 
States,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  with  oil 
debate,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  folio wa: 

YxAS — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  WtUiam  Anderwm,  8u 
venson  Ardier,  BurweU  Bttsett,  William  W.  Bibl 
WHHam  Blaokledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Browi 
WiUiam  A.  BvrweU,  WilMam  B«tler,  Langdon  Chero 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condiet,  Wi 
liam  Crawfonl,  Roger  DaYis,  John  Dawson,  Joaep 
Desha,  Samuel  Dtoemoor,  Eiias  Earie,  William  PiiM 
ley,  James  Fiak,  Meehack  Franklin,  Thomas  OIioImn 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L«  Green,  Pi 
In  Grundy,  BolUng  Hall,  Obed  HaU,  Aylett  Hawe 
Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyaeman,  Joseph  Kent,  AbiH 
Laoock,  Peter  Little,  WUliam  Lowndes,  Aaron  L»yk 
Nathaniel  Maoon,  Geoi|^  C.  MazweH,  Thomaa  Moon 
William  McCoy,  Samnel  MeKee,  Alexander  McKiii 
Amnab  MetcaU;  Hugh  Neis^,  Anthony  New,  Xhc 
maa  Newbold,  Thomaa  Newton*  Stephen  Ormeby,  L 
rael  Pickens,  James  Pleasants, jun.,  Henry  M.  Riddel; 
Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebeneter  tSagl 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Joh 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Strong,  John  Talii 
ferro,  George  M.  .Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jnn..  Robe 
Whitehiil,  Thomaa  Wxkon,  Richard  Winn,  aod  Rol 
ert  Wright- 69 

.  Nats — Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Bake^  Abijah  Bigelo^ 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brij 
ham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Joh 
Darenport,  jr.,  WiUiam  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Thooaas  ] 
Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  J^ 
seph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Joseph  Peersoi 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Elisha  R.  Po 
ter,  Thomas  Sammoni^  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stiun^e 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  L» 
ban  Wheatoa,  and  Leonard  White — 28.  , 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  i 
the  bill  **  supplementary  to  an  act  to  raise  «q  m,i 
ditionai  military  force^'  ware  read  at  Che  Clerk 
table,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  House  resumed  the  conatderaltoa  of  tl 
leport  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  otk  %ki 
bill  for  establishing  a  dunrtecmaftter's  Dep«c 
ment. 

Considerable  desultory  diaeusstoo  took  plaee  o 
the  details  of  the  bill. 

*  Mr.  Lacocc  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  tl 
bill  as  aatabltshea  the  office  of  Commtaeary  Qenera 
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asftsabstitute  for  that  of  ParTeyor  of  Public  Su[^ 
plies,  which  the  bill  proposes  to  abolish. 

This  motion  was  sopported  by  Messrs.  Lacook, 
8Dd  Roberts,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Tall- 
MAME  and  Wright.  It  was  contended  on  the 
ooe  hand,  that  no  good  purpose  would  be  answered 
by  the  proposed  change ;  thlat  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  legislating  a  man  out  of  office,  if  that 
was  Dut  the  object  of  it ;  that  it  was  moreorer  al- 
vajs  improper  to  blend  in  the  same  bill  princi- 
ples Dot  necessarily  connected,  thus  frequently 
defeatisg  the  most  useful  measures.  On  the  other 
hand,  several  reasons  were  urged  in  support  of  the 
expediency,  in  a  military  point  oftiew,  of  the 
proposed  alteration* of  the  present  system,  which 
It  was  said  was  calculated  for  a  time  ot  peace. 
and  DOt  for  a  period  of  war. 

The  qaestioQ  on  the  motion  was  decided  by 
jeas  and  nays,  and  lost.  Yeas  24,  nays  79,  as 
follows: 

Tiis— William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Rabert 
Bimn,  Winiam  A.  Burwell,  William  Batler,  J<^m 
C.  Odlkomi,  Lewifl  Gondict,  Roger  Davis,  Thomas 
GbohoD,  BoUiDg  Hall,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Aimer  La- 
eod,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  NaUianiel  Macon, 
George  C.  MazweU,  Samoel  McKae,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
nw,  Israel  Pickena,  Jonathui  Roberto,  William  Rod- 
nan,  Samiiel  Shaw,  William  Strang,  and  John  Talla- 
feno. 

NiTf— Willis  Alston,  jr,  William  Anderson,  David 
6ard,Abijah  Bigelow,  WUliam  Blackiedg^,  Harma- 
Qtti  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham, 
Epapbroditas  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chitieodett,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Wii- 
liim  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson, 
Joiepfa  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Eltas  Earlo,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James 
Fttk,  Aaa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  R.^GoId, 
Charles  Goldaborough,  Petenon  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  HaU, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jackson,  jr«, 
iowph  Kent,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis  jun.,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livhkgetoa,  William  Lowtides,  Thomas  Moore, 
AiehibaU  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  Me* 
Kim,  Anmah  Metcal^  Samuel  L.  MtCchUl,  Hugh  Nel- 
lOB,  Anthoay  NeWt  Thoaus  JNewton»  Stephen  Ormeby, 
iaieph  Pearaon*  Timothy  Pitkin, Jan.,  James  Pleas- 
ute,  jmi.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Qoiacy,  WilUan  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
John  Rhea,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammona,  John 
^▼ier,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffisy^  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
^rgea,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tailmadge,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troap^  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  Robert  WhilehiU,  Thomas  Wilaon,  Richard 
Wiim,  and  Robert  Wright- 

Mr.  Lacogk  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so 
»to  reduce  the  proposed  salary  of  the  Commis- 
iary  General  from  three  to  two  thousand  dollars 
per  aoDum. 

Mr.  Pickens  proposed  to  ^x  the  salary  at  twen- 
ty-fire hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.McKEE  spoke  in  support 
of  Ue  reduction.  The  salary  of  a  JBri^&dier  Gen- 
eral was  stated  to  be  much  less,  with  a  much 
greater  responsibility,  than  that  proposed  to  be 
Si^eo  to  a  Commissary  General,  whose  duties,  it 
^  said,  were  of  that  description  that  could  be 


well  and  adequately  performed  by  many  men 
who  would  be  happy  to  accept  a  salary  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars  for  that  service. 

The  question  on  reducing  the  salary  to  two 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays;  and  carried — 53  to  50,  as  follows : 

YxAS— John  Baker,  Burwell  Baasett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bar- 
well,  William  Butler,  Martin  Chittenden*  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran.  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Da- 
vis, John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dtnsmoor, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Charles  Golds- 
borongk,  Peterson  GoodWyn,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylelt  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  Jaekson,  jun.,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Abner  Lacoek,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Peter  Little,  Aaron 
Lyla,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samoel  McKee,  Alexander 
MikKim,  Arunah  Metcaif,  Jeremiah  Merrow,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Joseph  Pearson,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rod- 
man, Adam  Seybert,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Laban  Wheaton, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

NATs-rWillis  Alston,  jun.,  WilHam  Anderson,  Ste- 
▼ensoii  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Wil- 
liam Blackledgs,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Brecken- 
ridge, Elijah  Brigham.  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditua 
Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Lewis  Condict,  William 
Crawford,  Elias  Earie,  William  Ely.  James  Fisk,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray, 
tsaiah  L.  Green,  FeJix  Grundy,  Lyman  Law,  Robert 
Le  Roy  LMngston,  William  Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Jonathan-  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newton,  Israel 
Piekens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Eliiiha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  WiHiam  M.  Richardson,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John  Sevier,  Daniel 
Shetfey,  Silu  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Storges,  Benjamin  Tail- 
madge, Uri  Tracy,  Georga  M.  Troup,  Charies  Turner* 
jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Leonard  White,  Robert 
Whitehill,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr*  Roberts  proposed  to  graduate  the  salaries 
by  extending  the  reduction  of  the  salaries  to  the 
Deputy  Commissaries,  giving  them  twelve  bun? 
dred  dollars  each  per  annum,  instead  of  twenty 
thousand,  as  proposed  by  the  bill, 

Mr.  Lacogk  proposed  to  fix  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars as  the  salary ;  |tnd  after  some  observatiooa 
from  Mr.  Fisk, 

Mr.  Roberts  modified  his*  motion  to  fifteen 
hundred  dollars ;  which  was  agreed  to  as  the  pro- 
per  salary  for  the  deputies. 

Some  other  amendments  were  oiade  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  hill ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engtosa- 
ed  for  a  third  reading. 


Tuesday,  March  17. 

^  Op  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson, 
'  Resolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  and  expediency,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  of  making  provision, 
by  law,  (or  carrying  into  effect,  in  behalf  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  of 
the  Virginia  line  on  State  establishment^  or  those 
claiming  under  them;  as,  also,  the  officers  and 
soldiers  employed  in  the  marine  service  of  the 
said  State  or  Virginia,  during  the  war  of  the  Rer- 
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olution,  and  in  behalf  of  any  other  meritorious 
persons,  the  warrants  of  land,  or  other  engage- 
ments obligatory  oo  the  good  faith  of  the  said 
State,  which  may  have  been  issued,  or  entered 
into,  in  consideration  of  military  services:  bv  as- 
signing to  the  said  officers  and  soldiers,  or  those 
claiming  under  them,  their  respective  proportions 
of  good  land,  to  which  they  may  be  entitled,  in 
virtue  of  any  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  said 
State  of  Virginia,  to  be  laid  off  between  theScioto 
and  Little  Miami  rivers,  on  the  Northwest  side 
of  the  river  Ohio:  and,  if  a  sufficiency  of  ffood 
lands,  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
engagements),  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  to  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  Ciforeiiaid,  to  maintain  sacred 
and  inviolate  the  plighted  faith  of  the  said  State, 
cannot  be  obtained  within  the  limits  aforesaid, 
then  how  far  it  may  be  expedient  to  assign  to  the 
said  officers  and  soldiers,  or  those  claiming  under 
them,  other  good  lands  lying  in  any  State  or  Ter- 
ritory of  the  'United  States,  out  of  any  public 
lands  whatever;  and  that  they  have  leaVe  to  re- 
port by.  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Nelson,  Mr,  McKee,  Mr.  Morrow,  Mr. 
Breckenrioge,  and  Mr.  Gold,  were  appointed 
the  Committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  joint  resolution 
"  on  the  subject  of  arts  and  manufactures,''  with 
an  amendment;  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House;.  They, have  alno  passed  a 
bill  "  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Maryland;"  and  a  bill  "to alter 
the  times  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts,  of  the 
first  district;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  con* 
currence  of  this  House.  The  Senate. insist  on 
their  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to 
the  bill  "concerning  the  Naval  kstablishment," 
and  desire  a  conference  on  the  subject-matter  of 
the  said  amendments. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  alter  and  establish  cer- 
tain post  roads;  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  bill  was  reported  with  several  amendments 
which  were  concurred  iu  by  the  House. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and  the 
question  stated^  that  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time;  when  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  March  18. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^Uo  alter  the  times  of 
holding  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  first  district,'' 
was  read  twice  and  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Richardson,  and  Mr.  Jack- 
son, were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  trom  the  Senate  "  to  carry  into  effect 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
laiid"  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "to  establish  a  Q.uar- 
termaster's  department,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
joint  resolution  on  the  subject  of  arts  and  manu- 
factures was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House.  | 


.  The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  dis- 
agreement 'to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  ^'concerning  the  Naval  Estab- 
lishment"  which  have  been  insisted  upon  by  the 
Senate :  Whereupon,  the  House  agreed  to  the  cod- 
ference  asked  bj  the  Senate,  and  appointed  maa- 
agers  at  the  said  conference  on  their  part;  aod 
Mr.  Cheves,  Mr.  CIuincy,  and  Mr.  Widgert, 
were  appointed  the  managers  accordingly. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  providiog 
for  the  removal  of  the  causes  depending  in  the 
respective  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
in  case  of  the  disability  of  the  judges  thereof,'^ 
with  amendments,  in  which  th^y  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

Mr.  BcRWBLi^  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  memorial  of  Peter  Landais,  recom- 
mending that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  me- 
mortal  and  papers.  Mr.  B.  explained  at  some 
length  the  i^rounds  of  the  report ;  upon  the  follett 
investigauon  he  wtu  decidedly  of  opinion  that  he 
had  no  claim  upon  the  United  Stales. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Peter  Landais,  praytngof  this  body  that  his 
memorial  may  be  read  through  in  the  Hoose 
from  the  beginning  to  end,  that  it  mig^ht  be  folly 
understood  and  enable  the  members  to  judge  of 
the  correctness  of  the  report.  Mr.  Burwell 
moved  that  the  report  lie  on  the  table,  to  afford 
an  opportunity,  if  desired,  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial ;  but  the  motion  was  negatived.  The 
question  was  then  taken  on  the  report,  aod  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative,  turn.  con. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  concerning  post  roads. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  O.  Hall  to  re- 
commit tlie  bill,  on  the  ground  that  so  many  ad- 
ditions had  been  made  to  it  as  to  defeat  the 
whole  bill. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  this  mo- 
tion ;  in  the  course  of  which  it  was  stated  that 
the  net  receipts  from  this  establishment  during 
the  past  year  was  only  three  thousand  dollars, 
which  would  be  more  than  absorbed  by  the  new 
routes  proposed  by  the  bill. 

The  question  for  recommitting  the  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Hall, 
was  lost;  and  it  was  recommitted  td  the  Cotn- 
mittee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

STATE  OP  LOUISIANA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  (now  Orleans  Territory)  into 
the  Union,  and  for  extending  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  the  same. 

The  several  blanks  in  the  bill  harinir  been 
filled— 

Mr.  Pom  dexter  observed,  that  it  appeared  to 
have  been  the  sense  of  this  House,  when  the  bill 
for  erecting  the  Mississippi  Territory  into  a  State 
was  under  consideration,  that  the  portion  of  the 
territory  taken  possession  of  under  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  (known  by  the  name  of  West 
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Florida)  w(iicii  lies  west  of  Pearl  rirer,  shoald 
be  idded  to  the  Stale  of  Orleans.  The  Constita- 
ikw  bad  provided  that  new  territory  might  be 
idded  to  the  Slates  with  their  consent.  As  it 
vts  Dot  provided  by  the  Constitution  which 
pirtf  shoald  first  assent,  he  presnmed  it  was  not 
Buierial ;  and,  as  this  appeared  to  be  the  proper 
Bomeat  for  fixing  the  boundary,  he  was  induced 
to  offer  the  following  amendment  to  the  bill. 

*  And  be  U  further  enaeUd,  That  so  soon  as  the 

eotMsot  of  the  Legislatare  of  ssid  State  shall  be  given 
tstheaune,  all  that  tract  of  country  lying  withm  the 
i)QowiDg  boundaries,  to  wit :  beginning  at  the  junction 
of  the  Iberville,  with  the  .river  Mississippi ;  thence 
through  the  middle  of  the  Lakes  Maurepas  and  Pont- 
diartnin,  !o  Uie  western  junction  of  Pearl  river,  to  Lake 
PoDtchaztrain ;  thence  up  said  river  to  the  thirty-first 
degree  of  latitude ;  thence  along  the  said  degree  of  lati- 
tude to  the  river  Mississippi ;  thence  down  &e  same  to 
the  beginning  ;  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  incorporated 
is,  and  made  a  part  of  said  State,  and  shall  be  governed 
by  the  constitution  and  laws  tl^reof,  in  the  same  man- 
Der  as  if  it  had  been  included  within  the  original 
boondarieaof  said  State.  Provided,  neveriheleeBi  That 
the  title  of  the  United  States  to  said  tract  of  country 
AsU  be  and  remua  subject  to  future  negotiation. 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  this  question  had  been  agi- 
tited  in  the  select  committee,  but  it  bad  appeared 
}>roper  to  them  that  this  addition  of  territory 
shoold  be  made  the  snbject  of  a  separate  law.  If 
they  went  so  far.  they  muit  go  farther  still  into 
details.  He  thought  it  better  that  the  law  ae- 
ceptia^  the  constitution  should  be  as  simple  as 
]Xtefib&. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  could  not  view  the  sub- 
ject io  the  same  light,  he  said,  as  the  j^entleman 
from  Virginia ;  and  although  there  had  been  a 
dirlsion  of  sentiment  in  the  select  committee, 
there  certainly  were  some  members  of  that  com« 
miiiee  in  favor  of  the  motion.  But,  could  gen- 
tierosn  imagine  any  difficulty  growing  oat  of 
BDsking  this  section  a  part  of  tbe  present  bill, 
which  would  not  equally  arise  if  it  were  put  in 
a  separate  bill  1  There  oould  be  no  difficulty  in 
eiiher  way ;  and  in  point  of  propriety,  it  appeared 
10  him  the  course  now  proposed  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued. They  were  about  to  admit  a  new -State 
iato  the  Union.  Should  not  the  biH.  which  re- 
cogoised  it,  present  the  whole  limits  of  th^  State 
n  one  view,  or  would  it  be  better  to  subject  in- 
quirers to  the  necessity  of  wading  through  two 
«r  three  acts  to  find  out  the  boandarv  of  a  single 
Suite?    He  hoped  the  motion  would  prevail. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  47  to  25. 

Mr.  Clat,  said,  he  observed  there  had  been  no 
ctdloaoce  passed  by  the  Convention  recognising 
^«  freedom  of  navigation  of  tbe  Mississippi. 
H«  had  no  idea  that  under  any  circumstances,  the 
L«|i9tatare  of  the  new  State  would  impede  the 
DiTi^iion ;  but  the  object  was  one  so  dear  to  the 
p^ofleof  the  Western  country  generally,  that  he 
wished  to  place  it  bevond  the  possibility  of  doubt. 

Considerable  desultory  discussion  took  place  on 
:be  proposed  amendment;  which  was  chiefly 
(objected  to  by  Mr.  Rusl,  on  the  ground  that  it 
v;i$  totally  oonecessary,  ^.  ^ 
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The  amendment  was  adopted  without  a  di« 
vision. 

Mr.  JoHjfson  said,  that,  as  the  matter  now 
stood,  the  population  of  tlie  Florida  Territory 
attached  to  this  bill  would,  although  they  are  to 
compose  a  part  of  the  new  State,  be  deprived  of 
a- voice  in  the  passage  of  the  first  laws,  which  are 
always  the  most  important  under  a  new  Govern- 
ment, and  in  the  choice  of  Senators  in  Conffresa, 
which  would  be  attended  with  the  greatest  hard- 
ship, as  the  population  had  been  unrepresented 
for  some  time  past,  and  complained  of  varioua 
grievances.  He,  therefore,  moved  an  amend* 
ment  to  the  bill,  to  divide  the  territory  to  be  an« 
nexed  to  Louisiana  into  two  counties,  to  be  called 
Feliciana  and  Baton  Rouge,  each  to  send  one 
Senator  and  one  Representative. 

Mr.  PoiNOBXTCB  wished  the  people  of  that 
country  to  be  represented  as  much  as  the  gentle- 
man possibly  could ;  but  bow  could  Congress  in 
one  breath  say  they  should  form  a  part  of  the  new 
State  as  aoon  as  its  consent  could  be  had,  and  in 
the  next  section  declare,  though  by  the  very 
terms  of  the  law  they  are  not  a  part  of  the  State, 
that  they  shall  be  represented  in  the  Legislature 
oftbeSia4e'? 

Mr.  Clay  said,  he  had  understood  that  a  me- 
morial was  in  the  city,  and  would  be  presented 
to  the  House  at  the  first  opportunity,  from  the 
Convention  of  Orleans,  praying  the  annexation 
of  the  territory  in  question  to  the  new  State. 
When  that  was  before  them,  the  Committee 
would  be  better  able  to  understand  bow  far  they 
could  now  proceed  io  sanctioning  the  representa- 
tion of  that  territory  io  the  Louisiana  Legisla- 
ture. He  therefore  moved  that  the  Committee 
now  rise,  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Agreed  to,  and  th)e  Committee  rose. 

CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS. 

.  The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  from  tbe  Senate 
making  further  provision  for  the  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, with  amend oaents  reported  thereto.  The 
bill  having  been  gone  through,  was  reported  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  In- 
serting, after  the  clause  appropriating  $35,000  for 
the  erection  of  additional  buildiogs,  the  words 
^^  at  such  place  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  opposed  the  motion,  on  the 
ground  of  the  superior  advantages  of  situation, 
centrality,  dbc.  of  West  Poiat,  the  place  at  which 
the  Military  Academy  is.  now  fixed,  and  from 
which  under  tbe  proposed  amendment,  its  removal 
may  be  efiected..  He  expatiated  on  the  eligibility 
of  this  station,  the  waste  of  public  property  which 
a  removal  would  involve ;  its  security  from  hos- 
tile approach,  connected  with  its  contiguity  to 
New  York,  the  source  whence  everything  neces- 
sary to  improve  the  mind  or  polish  the  maiiners 
could  be  derived.  If  it  was  to  he  removed.  Mr. 
M.  pointed  out  Staten  Island,  as  the  proper  place ; 
but  he  was  averse  to  leaving  the  removal  subject 
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to  Executive  discretion,  when«tbe  qOestioa  of  its 
locatioD  could  as  well  be  decided  by  Congress. 

Mr.  Gold  expressed  his  regret  that  this  ameod- 
m'ent,  so  important  as  beretoTore  to  hare  caused 
discussion  many  days,  and  which  would  probably 
now  consume  two  or  three  days,  should  have 
been  proposed  to  a  jbill,  the  passage  of  which  ap- 
peared so  urgent.  If  any  removal  of  the  school 
was  to  take  place  from  its  present  position,  the 
change  should  be  made  by  Congress,  and  the  re* 
Bponsibility  for  everything  should  not  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Executive.  The  Senate  had  al- 
ready refused  to  incorporate  in  the  bill  the  amend- 
ment now  proposed ;  and  it  ouffht  not  be  adopted 
in  this  House  on  a  sudden,  and  without  full  con- 
sideration. That  it  might  be  more  maturely  and 
con«iderately  discussed,  he  moved  to  recommit 
the  bill,  &c.,  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lewis  opposed  the  motion.  He  said  it 
would  not  be  contested  that  the  plaee  best  suited 
for  it  should  be  chosen  for  the  location  of  the 
Military  School ;  and  he  could  not  see  anf  reason 
for  refusing  to  t^e  Executive  the  opportunity  to 
make  a  proper  selection. 

Mr.  Lacogk  said,  as  it  had  been  intimated  that 
the  House 'were  about  to  enter  into  a  three  days' 
discussion  of  this  subiect,  it  was  scarcely  worth 
while  to  begin  at  so  late  an  hour.  He  therefore 
moved  to  adjourn,  which  was  agreed  ^o. 


Thobsday^  March  19. 

Mr.  Johnson  pre$e^ted  a  petition  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, in  Convention  assembled,  praying  that  that 
portion  of  West  Florida  of  which  possession  was 
taken  in  virtue  of  the  President's  proclamation, 
of  the  27th  of  October,  1810,,  may  be  annexed  to 
the  Territory  of  Orleans. — Referred. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  and  es- 
tablish certain  post  roads;  which  was  read,  and 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  presented  sundry  documents 
in  refiitalion  of  the  charges  contained  in  the  pre- 
sentment of  the  grand  jury  of  Baldwin  county,  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  against  Harry  Toul- 
min. — Referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  the 
letter  from  Cowles  Mead,  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  that  Territory,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  the  said  presentment,  has  been  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  MoRHOW,  from  the  Committeeon  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  grant- 
ing of  patents  for  land,  according  to  the  surveys 
that  have  been  made,  and  to  p^rant  donation  rights 
to  certain  claimants  of  land  in  the  District  of  De- 
troit, and  for  other  purposes^  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resumed  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  Corps  of 
Bneineers. 

The  motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Gold,  to 
commit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was 


opposed  byr  Mr.  Wbioht,  supported  bf  Mr.GoL 
and  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  took  up  for  consideration  tbe«meD< 
ments  of  the  Senate  providing  for  the  removal  i 
causes  pending  in  the  district  courts  of  the  Ud 
ted  Stales,  in  case  of  the  disability,  dbc,  of  xi 
district  Judge.  They  were  referred  to  a  Commi 
tee  of  the  Whole. 

DISCLOSURES  OF  MR.  HENRY. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  Committee  of  Foreig 
Relstions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  ( 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitnn 
the  disclosures  of  Mr.  Henry,  a  British  Seen 
Agent,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  wt 
referred  the  President's  Message,  of  the  9th  instai] 
covering  copies  of  certain  documents  communicated 
him  by  a  Mr.  John  Henry,  beg  leave  to  report,  in  pti 
that,  although  they  did  not  deem  it  necessary  or  pr 
per  to  go  into  an  investigation  of  the  aathenticitj  i 
documents  communicated  to  Congress,  on  the  respoi 
sibility  of  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Government, 
may,  nevertheless,  be  satisfactory  to  the  House  to  I 
informed  that  the  original  papers,  with  the  evidena 
relating  to  them  in  possession  of  the  EzecntiTe,  wa 
submitted  to  their  examination,  and  were  such  as  full 
to  satisfy  the  committee  of  their  genuineness. 

The  eircamstsnces  under  which  the  disclosures  i 
Henry  were  made  to  the  GoTeroment,  involring  eoi 
siderations  of  political  expediency,  have  prevented  tt 
committee  from  making  those  <Esclosurea  the  basis  < 
any  proceeding  against  him.  And,  from  the  carefi 
concealment,  on  his  part,  of  every  circumstance  whic 
could  lead  to  the  discovery  and  punishment  of  any  ind 
viduaU  within  the  United  States  (should  there  be  an 
such)  who  were  criminally  connected  with  him,  i 
distinct  object  was  presented  to  the  committee  by  b 
communication  for  the  exercise  of  the  power  with  vrhic 
they  were  invested,  of  sending  for  persons  and  paper 
On  being  informed,  however,  that  there  was  a  foreign 
in  the  City  of  Washington,  who  lately-  came  to  tk 
coantry  from  Europe  with  Henry,  and  was  suppoM 
to  be  in  his  confidence,  the  committee  thought  prop 
to  send  for  him.  His  examination,  taken  under  oai 
and  reduced  to  writing,  thej  herewith  submit  to  tt 
House. 

The  transaction  disclosed  by  the  President's  Me 
sage  presents  to  the  minds  of  Um  eommittee  ooncluii^ 
evidence  that  the  British  Government,  at  a  period 
peace,  and  during  the  most  (nendlj  professions,  hsi 
been  deliberately  and  perfidiously  porsulng  meason 
to  divide  these  States,  and  to  involve  our  citisens  in  \ 
the  guilt  of  treason,  and  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war. 
is  not,  however,  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  dw< 
upon  a  proceeding,  which,  at  all  times,  and  among  i 
nations,  has  been  considered  as  one  of  the  most  aggr 
vated  character;  and  which,  from  the  nature  of  oi 
Government,  depending  on  a  virtuous  union  of  seal 
ment,  ought  to  be  regarded  1^  us  with  the  deepe 
abhorrence. 

[Document  accompanying  the  above  report] 

FaiDAT,  Makcr  13. — Count  Edward  de  Crilk 
awom. — ^Thii  deponent  knows  Mr.  Henry ;  he  din< 
with  him  at  Mr.  Wellesley  Pole's,  in  September,  at 
afterwards  at  Lord  Yarmouth's ;  met  with  him  also  i 
di£ferent  fashionable  clubs ;  deponent  fell  in  with  M 
H.  subsequently  by  accident;  deponent  had  orden 
his  servants  to  procure  him  a  passage  for  Amerio 
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they  art  with  Captaio  Tracy*  of  the  ship  New  Galen, 
of  Boston,  at  (he  New  London  Coffee  HoaBe.    After 
igreeiog  with  him  on  the  terms  of  the  paaaage,  Cap- 
taui  T.  applied  to  deponent  to  know  if  he  waa  ready  to 
eahaii  the  next  day,  ai  the  ship  would  sail  on. the  fel- 
lowing  morning;  deponent  said  no;  that  he  should 
md  his  serrants  on  board,  hat  should  take  a  postchaise 
Sir  Portsmouth,  and  pass  over  to  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
irhers  he  ehould  wait  for 'the  vessel.    On  the  day  fol- 
lowing he  went  accordingly  to  Portsmouth,  bat  before 
his  departure  he  reoeived  a  letter  from  Captain  Tracy, 
coached  in  the  following  terms :  **  Sir,  you  must  go.  to 
Rjde,  where  you  will  find  a  gentleman  called  Captain 
HeaiT, waiting  for  the  New  Galen;  I  shall  send  a 
boat  on  shore  for  both  of  you.'*    Deponent  went  to 
Bjde.hat  did  not  find  Captain  H.  there;  thence  he 
proceeded  to  Cowe«r  iuid  inquired  of  the  American 
CooiqI  '^  if  the  New  Galea  had  passed  1!'  fearing  that 
she  had  sailed  without  him.    The  Con«ul  informed 
him  that  the  ehip  was  detained  in  the  Downs  by  head- 
wtub;  deponent  returned  to  Ryde,  and  remained  there 
three  weeks  alone  before  Captain  H.  arrived.     Cap- 
tain H.  came  to  him  and  told  him  that  the  ship  was 
badlj  found,  and  advised  him  to  go  to  Liverpool  and 
take  the  packet;  deponent  refused,  having  paid  his 
{»a.«<age  and  his  trunks  being  en  board.     Captain  H. 
&ree  days  after  his  arrival,  fell  sick ;  he  kept  his  bed 
;wentj-two  days,  during  which  time  he  was  often  de- 
iiiioiu,  frequently  uttering  the  name  of  Lord  Liver- 
poo).    The  deponent  having  two  servants,  one  of  them 
attended  on  Mr.  H.  daring  his  illness.    He  was  visited 
bT  Mr.  Powell,  of  Philadelphia,  a  Mr.  Wilkinson,  or 
Dicboo,  of  the  British  army,  and  a  Mr.  Perkins,  of 
fioitoQ ;  he  received  above  two  hundred  letters  from  a 
Boatoa  houae,  [Higginsons,]  in  Finsbury  Square,  that 
had  Utdy  stopped  payment.    He  refused  to  take  the 
^rs,  giving  them  to  the  captain.    Mr.  H.  was  also 
rioted  by  a  Mr.  Bagholt,  who  brought  him  letters  from 
£ir  James  Craig.    Henry  refused  to  receive  thosQ  let- 
ters.   He  recovered  from  his  sickneos.    Deponent,  oc- 
capjing  the  moot  agreeable  hoase  in  the  place,  Hen- 
17'e  physicians  asked  the  favor  of  an  apartment  for 
huD  ontil  he  was  ready  to  embark.    After  eight  weeks* 
jetention,  the  wind  became  fair,  and  the  vessel  sailed. 
The  day  before  her  departure,  Mr.  Bagholt  arrived  at 
K)de,  with  letters  from  Lord  Liverpool  to  Sir  George 
l^ost,  and  to  Mr.  Henry,  who,  when  he  saw  the 
*eil  of  the  letter  addressed  to  him,  said,  throvring  it 
00  the  table, "  that  is  a  letter  firom  Liverpool ;  what 
oore  does  he  want  of  met"    He  appeared  to  be 
BUKh  agitated,  and  retired  to  his  room.    Mr.  Bagholt 
ntoned  that  night  to  London  without  taking  leave ; 
^t  the  wind  coming  fair  the  next  morning  the  ship 
oiled.    Mr.  Edvrard  Wyer,  and  Mr.  West,  both  of 
BoMon,  and  a  Mrs.  Thompsoni  of  London,  were  pas- 
Kogers  in  the  ship.    Henry  oi  first  appeared  very  low 
^prited,  took  a  cabin  to  himself  and  mostly  dined 
tiooe.    In  good  weather  he  employed  himself  in  shoot- 
o;  pistols,  at  which  he  was  very  expert    One  dark 
ttfht,  about  ten  o'clock,  the  witness  was  walking  on 
^tdk.  much  dejected,  when  Henry   accosted  him-— 
*  Count  Crillon,''  said  he,  "  you  have  not  confidence 
i&  lac ;  you  are  unhappy ;  confide  your  sorrows  to 
nic.''   He  spoke  so  kindly  that  deponent  made  him  in 
V^  acqusinted  with  his  situation.     He  replied, "  one 
confidence  deserves  another ;  I  will  now  tell  you  my 
ntoatiott.    I  have  been  very  ill  treated  by  the  British 
^emment.    I  was  bom  in  Italand,  of  one  of  the 
tnt  fiuDiliM  in  that  country,  poor,  because  a  younger 


brother.  I  went  to  America  with  expectations  from  an 
uncle,  (Daniel  McCormick,  Esq,,  of  New  York,)  who 
possesses  a  large  fortune,  is  old  and  unmarried. 
French  persecution  having  exiled  from  that  country 
many  of  the  respectable  families  of  France,  I  mar- 
ried a  lady  of  that  description,  who  died,  and  left  two 
daughters  without  fortune.  I  applied  to  the  American 
Government,  and  through  the  influence  of  the  British 
Minister  I  was  appointed  captain  of  artillery  daring 
Mr.  Adams's  Administration.  I  had  command  at  Port- 
land, and  at  the  fort  near  Boaton,  and  while  in  com- 
mission I  was  employed  in  quelling  a  meeting  or  in- 
surrection among  the  soldiery,  and  during  my  contin- 
uance in  office  f  gave  general  satisfaction.  But  per- 
ceiving there  was  no  field  for  my  ambition  I  purchased 
an  estate  in  Vermont,  near  the  Canada  line,  and  there 
studied  law  for  five  years  without  stirring  from  home. 
I  detest  republican  government,  and  I  filled  the  news- 
papers with  essays  against  it." 

SATcaDAT,  MAacH  14.— Cotm/  C.  in  conUnuation. 
Deponent  says  that  Henry  told  him  in  the  course  of 
his  interview,  which  he  mentioned  yesterday,  that  the 
severity  of  his  strictures  in  the  public  prints  against 
republican  government  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
British  Government.    '*  Sir  James  Craig/*  continued 
he,  "  became  desirous  of  my  acquaintance.    He  invi- 
ted me  to  Quebec,  where  I  staid  some  time.    Hence  I 
went  to  Montreal,  where  everything  I  had  to  fear,  and 
all  I  had  to  hope,  was  disclosed  to  me.    I  went  after- 
wards to  Boston,  where  I  established  my  usual  resi- 
dence.   I  was  surrounded  by  all  the  people  pointed 
out  to  me  by  the  agents  who  were  under  my  orders. 
I  lived  at  the  Exchange  Coflee  House,  gate  large  par- 
ties, made  excursions  into  the  country,  and  received  an 
order  extraordinary  from  Sir  James  Craig  to  dispose 
of  the  fleet  at  Halifax,  and  of  the  troops,  to  further 
the  object-  of  my  mission,  if  required.     My  devotion 
to  the  cause  w^s  extreme.    I  exhausted  all  my  funds* 
I  spent  many-  precious  years  in  the  service ;  and  was 
advised  to   proceed  to  London.     The  Government 
treated  me  with  great  kindness.    I  was  received  in  the 
highest  circles;  was  complimented  with  a  ticket  as 
member  of  the  Pitt  Club,  withont  being  balloted  for. 
And  when  I  had  spent  all  my  money,  and  presented 
my  claims  for  retribution,  the  Government  attempted 
to  cheapen  my  services,  [marchandtr,']  to  beat  me 
down.    My  claims  were  to  the  amount  of  £33,000 
sterling.    I  was  told,  however,  that  I  should  be  pto- 
vided  for,  by  a  recommendation  to  Sir  George  Prevost, 
in  case  I  would  return  to  Canada,  and  continue  my 
mission  and  services  as  before;  and  to  exercise  the 
same  vigilance  over  the  interests  of  the  Britii h  Gov- 
ernment.   At  the  same  time,  the  Government  ap- 
pointed a  friend  of  mine,  an  Iriah  gentleman.  Attor- 
ney General  for  Canada,  through  my  influence."  [De- 
I  ponent  saw  this  gentleman  at  Mr.  Gilbert  Robertson's 
in  New  York.]    Henry  continued :  «*  Disappointed  in 
my  expectations,  I  was  impatient  to  proceed  to  Can- 
ada to  seU  my  estates  and  my  library,  and  take  my  re* 
venge  against  the  British  Government.    I  knew  that 
if- 1  went  to  Canada  I  muat  deliver  up  my  despatches, 
and  that  I  should  afterwards  be  put  off  by  the  Govern- 
ment.   I,  therefore,  determined  to  retain  the  docu- 
ments in  my  possession,  as  the  instrument  of  my  re- 
venge.   Determined  to  extricate  myself  from  my  em- 
barrassing connexion  with  the  British  Government,  I 
refused  the  offer  of  a  passage  to  Halifax  in  one  of 
their  ahips  of  war,  and  determined  to  live  privately, 
and  retired  at  Ryde,  and  take  passage  in  the  first  vee- 
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gel  that  cfaouM  aatlfbr  the  United  SUtet.    This  is  the 
ceme  of  your  meeting  me  at  Ryde/* 

Deponent  represents  to  Henry,  "  That  England  was 
his  legitimate  Government ;  that  he  would  render  him- 
self the  most  odioos  of  all  characters  by  betraying  it ; 
that  his  (the  deponent's)  Govemmenthad  treated  him 
hardly,  and  that  he  then  labored  under  its  displeasure, 
but  no  consideration  should  induce  him  to  act  against 
it ;  that  we  must  not.  resent  a  parent's  injuries ;  tells 
Mm  to  have  patience,  and  wait  lor  his  reward."  Henry 
then  pleaded  in  his  justification  the  wrongs  of  hb  na- 
tire  country— Ireland — ^inflicted  by  the  British  Gor- 
cmment* 

Henry  came  down  to  Washington,  and  stopped  at 
Tomlinson's,  where  deponent  saw  him.  He  after- 
wards removed  to  Georgetown,  to  the  house  of  one 
Davis,  an  auctioneer,  where  the  deponent  visited  him 
every  day,  ahd  found  him  always  occupied.  Depo- 
nent waited  for  his  disclosures,  not  having  any  dispo- 
sition to  pry  into  his  secrets ;  but  Henry  was  entirely 
silent,  and  incessantly  sighing  very  deeply.  On  the 
day  of  General  Blount's  funeral,  deponent  took  Henry 
down  to  Alexandria,  in  expectation  that  he  might 
communicate  his  projects ;  but  he  was  still  reserved. 
After  dinner  they  returned,  and  while  in  the  carriage, 
Henry  tells  deponent  '*ihathe  has  great  confidence  in 
him;  that  he  (deponent)  has  been  here  some  time, 
and  asks  his  opinion  of  Mr.  Monroe.*'  Deponent  an- 
swered that  ho  was  very  little  acquainted  with. any- 
body, but  thought  Mr.  Monroe  a  most  virtuous  and  to- 
■pectable  man. 

Deponent  remained  several  days  without  hearing 
anything  more,  until  one  morning  at  7  o'clock,  Henry 
came  into  his  apartment  and  said-^'' Crillon  I  you 
must  sell  me  St.  Martial,"  [an  estate  t>f  the  deponent*s 
in  Lebeur,  near  the  Spanish  frontier;]  **you  have  the 
title  papers  with  you.  My  name  will  be  rescued  from 
oblivion  by  living  near  Crilkm,  the  habitation  of  your 
ancestors,  and  of  a  man  who  has  been  my  friend." 
Deponent  answered  that  he  had  no  objection  ;  and,  if 
Henry  on  seeing  the  property  was  not  satisfied,  he 
would  give  orders  to  his  agent  in  France  to  cancel  the 
bargain.  The  conveyance  was  accordingly  made. 
Henry  left  deponent,  when  Mr.  Brenti  to  whom  Henry 
was  not  introduced,  came  into  the,  deponent's  apart- 
ment. About  this  time,  deponent  received  four  anon- 
ymous threatening  letters,  and  was  advised  by  his 
firiends  that  he  was  surrpunded  by  spies ;  but  he  told 
them  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear — that  he  was  "4aiu 
peuretsarurqiroche**  By  one  of  these  letters  I  was 
advised  to  leave  the  city  before  19  o'clock,  as  a  pe/son 
had  just  arrived  from  London  with  orders  to  arrest  me. 

Meanwhile  rumon  circulated  very  generally  to  the 
-deponent's  prejudice,  and  he  was  under  the  necessity 
of  vindicating  his  character,  and  of  correcting  the  au- 
thor of  those  teports. 

The  Message  of  the  President  gave  the  deponent 
the  first  intelligence  of  the  true  state  of  the  transaction. 

Henry  told  the  deponent  that  a  Mr.  Gilvary,  or  Gil- 
Uvray,  from  Quebec,  had  come  to  him  at  New  York,  to 
persuade  him  to  go  to  Canada ;  but  Henry  said  '*  he 
would  not — that  the  Rubicon  was  passed." 

Henry  kept  the  first  company  at  Boston. 

Being  questioned  if  Henry  had  mentioned  the  names 
of  any  person  vrith  whom  he  had  conferred  1  depo- 
nent answered ''  None." 

Deponent  landed  at  Boston  December  24,  1811; 
■laid  there  about  ten  or  twelve  days.  Visited  Gover- 
nor Gerry  twice. 


Question — Do  you  know  where  Henry  is  now  t 
Answer — No.    By  report,  I  hear  he  is  in    New 

York. 
Deponent  left  Boston  in  the  public  stage.     Henry 

was  also  a  passenger.    But  at  New  Haven  deponent 

took  a  private  carriage  to  himself. 

OOUNT  E.DE  CBILIiON. 

The  report  having  been  re«id»  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Porter,  ordered  to  lie  oo  the  table. 

STATE  OF  LOUISIANA. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  admission 
of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to  e&teod  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  thereto. 

Mr.  Jobnbom'b  aiQendment,  for  flaring  foar 
Representatives  10  the  part  of  West  Florida  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  to  be  annexed  to  the  State  now 
fornked  of  the  Orleans  Terrkory,  again  eame  un- 
der consideration. 

Mr.  JoBNSON  spoke  in  support  of  his  motiooj 
adverting  to  the  memorial  this  day  presented  from 
the  Convention  of  Orleans,  givinf^  their  decided 
assent  to  the  annexation  of  this  Territory  to  the 
State,  which,  would  remove  the  objections  urged 
against  authorizing  this  representation. 

Mr.  Calhoun  opposed  the  amendment,  on  the 
ground  of  its  iocorporatio^  in  the  law  a  principle 
of  representation  in  hobtiluy  with  that  feature  in 
the  constitution  of  the  new  State  which  appor- 
tions representation  in  a  dijferent  manner;  and 
the  Convention,  the  body  which  alone  could 
change  or  modify  the  principle  of  representation, 
was  already  dissolved.  He  suggested  a  mode  by 
which  the  object  now  in  contemplation  could  be 
attained,  v'n :  by  reassetnbling  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Nelson  weot  into  an  argomenc  to  show 
that  the  proposed  amendinent  was  neither  incom- 
patible with  the  Coostitation  nor  inexpedient. 
The  error  in  the  reasoning  of  gentlemen  appeared 
to  him  to  be,  that  Louisiana  was  considered  bv 
them  as  a  State,  which  it  was  not  until  the  bill 
now  before  the  House  should  pass;  and  in  its 
present  inchoate  situation,  he  contended  it  was 
competent  to  Coi^ress  to  annex  conditions  to  the 
instrument  which  makes  them  a  State.  Mr.  M. 
dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  urgency  of  the  claim 
of  the  population  of  Florida  to  a  representation  in 
the  Legislature  of  the  State,  of  which  they  could 
not  be  constitutionally,  deprived. 

Mr.  PoiNUEZTER  admitted  all  that  had  been 
said  on  the  subject  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  dbc, 
but  could  not  conceive  how  a  Territory  could  be 
represented  in  the  first  Legislature  of  a  State  to 
which  it  was  not  annexed  until  the  consent  of 
that  Legislature  should  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Nelson  replied  that  there  was  yet  no  such 
body  in  existence  as  the  Legislature  of  Louisi- 
ana, nor  would  there  be  until  this  bill  passed  to 
create  it  a  State ;  and  in  admitting  the  State  into 
the  Union,  having  already  imposed  certain  con- 
ditions, Congress  had  the  rignt  to  impose  that 
further  coodition  which  the  amendment  pro* 
poses. 

Mr.  Johnson  observed  that  bis  amendment 
was  predicated  on  consent  already  given  by  the 
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CoaFendoD-;  but,  if  it  were  ooc,  be  coDteoded  that 
the  people  to  be  ioeloded  in  the  State  ought  to  be 
actually  represented.  He  made. a  number  of  ob- 
serrations  to  show  that  tliere  was  no  difficulty  in 
the  way. 

Mr.  Ualbodn  again  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment.  It  proposed  to  annex  (Conditions  to 
Orleans  becoming  a  State,  of  which  there  was 
oobody  in  existence  compietent  to  accept,  the  Con- 
Teation  w^hich  framed  the  Constitution  having 
been  dissolTed.  The  people  in  question  would  be  un- 
represented only  untihhe  State  gorernment  should 
be  organized:  the  interval  in  which  they  would 
be  I]  ore  presented  would  be  unavoidable,  and,  be- 
ing so  short,  not  very  important.  The  proposed 
tmendmeot  would  be  ingrafting  the  principle  of 
Territorial  government. on  a  State  government, 
to  which  it  is^MrholIy  inapplioable ;  it  was,  in  fact, 
assuming  t^  make  a  constitution  for  the  people  of 
a  State,  w^hose  inalienable  right  it  was  to  for^i  a 
constitution  for  themselves* 

Mr.  Nelson  again  spoke  in  support  of  the  mo- 
tioa  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Gb OLSON  spoke  against  the  amendment 
io  its  present  form,  as  he  conceived  it  incompat- 
ible in  many  respects  with  the  constitution  now 
offered  for  the  consideration  of  Congress ;  for  in- 
stance, the  Constitution  provides  that  the  Senate 
of  the  new  State  shall  consist  of  fourteen  mem- 
bers; the  amendment  adds  two  members  peremp- 
torily, whicb  makes  the  number  sixteen,  in  den- 
aoce  of  the  Constitution.  He  read  an  amendment 
which  he  said  he  should  propose  if  the  one  now  un- 
der consideration  were  not  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Johnson  was 
negatived — 39  to  37. 

Mr.  Gbolson  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill, 
bj  adding  to  it  tlie  fijllowing  proviso : 

** Andprovided,  also,  I'hat  the  people!  of  that  por- 
tion of  West  Florida  hereby  proposed  to  be  made  a  part 
of  tha  State  of  Louisisna  shall,  before  the  election  of 
Benaton  and  a  Representative  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  be  invested  with,  and  enjoy  equal  rights 
of  representation  and  equal  privileges  in  every  respect, 
with  the  people  of  the  residue  of  &e  said  State." 

Mr.  Rhea  opposed  the  ameodment,  because  he 
doubted  the  power  of  Congress  to  superadd  con- 
ditions to  those  already  made  requisites  to  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  into  the  Union.  There  ap- 
peared to  him  but  one  way  to  remedy  the  enl, 
and  that  w^as  to  authorize  the  people  of  Orleans 
to  meet  a^ain  in  convention  to  accept  the  condi- 
tions required. 

Mr.  H.  Clay  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
He  could  see  no  real  obstacle  to  its  adoption.  The 
Convention  of  Orleans  had  framed  a  constitution 
for  the  State  in  conformity-  to  the  law  of  Con- 
gress imposing  certain  conditions  as  preliminary. 
TheConfrention  had  annexed  to  their  acceptance 
of  these  conditions  another  proposition,  viz:  that 
the  Florida  Territory  should  be  incorporated  in 
that  State.  C^n  we  not,  said  Mr.  C,  accept  or 
reject  this  proposition  1  If  we  accept,  may  we 
not  do  it  with  or  without  qualification  7  We 
agree  to  give  only  a  certain  part  instead  of  the ^ 
whole  of  the  Territory ;  and  it  is  proposed  to  do 


this  on  certain  conditions.  In  alienating  a  whole 
Territory,  an  entire  people,  an  exercise  of  one  of 
the  highest  attributes  of  soveretgoty,  we  are  about 
to  take  care  of  their  rights,  and  to  secure  to  them 
the  same  political  rights,  privileges,  and  immuni- 
ties, as  are  enjoyed  by  the  people  oi  the  Territory 
to  which  it  is  to  be  annexed.  If  the  present 
amendment  was  adopted,  the  question  how  these 
rights  shall  be  invested,  by  the  Legislature,  or  by 
a  new  convention,  to  be  called  for  the  purpose, 
was  very  properly  left  to  the  decision  of  those 
concerned. 

Mr.  Gholson's  amendment  was  agreed  to  witht- 
out  a  division. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  repprted  the  biU 
as  amended. 

The  several  ameDdmeats  made  in  the  Com- 
mittee wete  agreed  to  in  the  House,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a.  third  reading  with- 
not  a  division. 


Fbiday,  March  20. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Ktisha  Winters;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  first  dis- 
trict, was  read  a  third  time ;  and,  after  an  expla- 
nation from  Mr.  Harper  of  its  objeot,  was 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  this  House  to  the  bill  "  to  establisn  a 
quartermaster's  department,  and  for  other  parpp* 
ses  ;'^  and  ask  a  conference  upon  the  subject-malp 
ter  of  the  said  Amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  amend** 
ments  to  the  said  hill ;  and 

Besolved,  That  this  House  doth  insiMt  upon 
their  said  amendments,  agree  to  the  conference 
asked  by  the  Senate,  and  appoint  Mr.  Wright, 
Mr.  WitLiAMB,  and  Mr.  Tallmadob,  managers 
at  the  said  conference  on  their  part. 

The  House  resolved  itself  Intoa  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  *^  making  provision  for  certain 
persons  claiming  lands  under  the  several  acts  for 
the  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  British  prov- 
inces of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia;"  which  was 
amended,  reported  to  the  Hqusc,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

SOUTHERN  PRONTlBR, 

Mr.  PoiifOEXtBR,  after  adverting  to  the  diffi^^ 
culty  of,  getting  Northern  troops  to  march  to  the 
Southern  extreme  of  the  Union,  and  rennirktng 
that  the  hulk  of  4he  militarv  force  directed  ta  be 
raised  at  this  session,  would  receive  a  difierent 
destination,  and  pointing  out  the  consequent  ne- 
cessity of  giving  the  greatest  possible  efficiency 
to  the  militia  in  that  quarter,  ofiered  the  following 
resolution,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  felt 
confident,  if  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  in  his 
ability  to  present  to  the  Military  Committee  such 
a  system  as  should  meet  their  approbation : 
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<|  Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiaira 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  org^aniuDg  the  militia  of 
the  Weatera  and  Southern  States  and  Territories,  for 
the  defence  of  the  Southern  frontier  of  the  United 
States." 

Od  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  words. 
^  and  Western"  were  iocor Derated  in  the  resolu- 
tion, to  precede  the  word  "tronlier." 

Mh  Rhea  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  ^  and 
Stares,"  that  the  States  might  be  left  to  regulate 
their  own  mHitia,  unless  a  general  reorganhEation 
of  aH  the  militia  of  the  United  States  was  to  take 
place. 

Mr.  BuRWELL  said  he  saw  but  one  objection  to 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  that. was  the 
apparent  impropriety  of  organizing  the  militia. 
of  a  few  States  in  a  manner  different  from  the 
whole. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTEH  obserVed  that  this  mode  of 
organizaiipn  was  not  new ;  because  at  the  time 
of  the  Indian  or  Western  war,  a  peculiar  organi* 
zation  had  been  mjade  of  the  militia  of  the  West- 
ern States,  with  a  view  to  their  more  efficient  ac- 
tion. But,  as  this  subject  might  not  at  first  blush 
be  understood,  he  was  willing  that  the  resolution 
should  lie  for  consideration. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tfii>le. 

ADMISSION  OF  LOUISIANA. 

The  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana into  the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  thereto,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed,  without  debate— yeas  79,  nays  23;  as 
follows:  J      /        ; 

Yeas— William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Ar<^er,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  WilUam  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Brcck- 
enridge,  Robert  Brown,  WiHiam  A.  BurweU.William 
Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Condict,  WiUiam  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  John  Pawson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  AyleU  Hawea,  Jacob 
Hufly,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Philip 
B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter 
Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  William  McCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Axunah  Metcalf 
Samuel  L.  Mitebill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton. 


Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasante,  jr., 
Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Richardson,  |[enry  M. 
SvS?^^*  5'™^®^  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
WUham  Rodman,  Bbenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Strfbford,  Samuel  Tag- 
gj»t,  John  TaUaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Pierre  Van  CorUandt,  junior, 
Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  Williams,  Thomas  Wilson, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats-  HaimanuaBleecker,Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa 
Fitch,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  James  Milnor,  Jona- 
than O.  Mo«eley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Thomas  Sammona, 
Adam  Seybert,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Ben- 


Ijamin  Tallmadge,   Laban    Whealon,   and  Leooan 
White. 

DISTRICT  COURTS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  o! 
the  Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  t< 
the  bill  from  this  House  providing  for  the  remo 
val  of  causes  pending  in  the  District  Courts  d 
the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  the  absence  o 
disability  of  the  Judges  thereof. 

[The  bill,  as  sent  from  the  House,  provides  tha 
so  much  of  a  former  act  on  this  subject,  as  re 
quires  the  application  of  the  District  Attorney  o 
Marshal  oftheD  strict  In  writing,asa  preliminar] 
to  the  removal  of  the  cause  to  the  Circuit  Courl 
be  repealed. 

The  Senate  prbposes  to  strike  out  the  whole 
and  insert  a  general  provision,  that,  in  all  case 
of  disability  of  the  District  Judge,  certified  to  thi 
satisfaction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
thtf  Circuit  Judge  shall  hold  the  District  Courl 
dbc,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  District  Judge 
and  allowing  to  the  said  Circuit  Judge  a  com 
pensaiion  ol  ten  dollars  for  every  day  which  shal 
be  necessarily  employed  in  such  service.] 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  being  unde 
consideration — 

Mr.  Lacock  spoke  against  the  principle  of  tin 

amendment,  at  considerable  length.     Howere 

necessary  the  bill  might  be,  and  he  believed  i 

was,  nevertheless  he  could  not  give  it  his  assenl 

because  he  believed  it  inconsistent  with  the  pro 

visions  of  the  Constitution.    The  Constiiutioi 

had  provided  that  the  Judges  should,  at  states 

(imes,  receive  for  their  services  a  compensatioi 

which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  cou 

tinuance  in  office.    The  reasons  for  this  wereob 

vious :    that  persons  selected  for  judicial  oflSo 

must  be  such  as  have,  by  long  experience  ao( 

habits  of  industry  and  application,  qualified  them 

selves  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  thi 

station;  and  it  was,  therefore,  intended  to  affon 

them  a  competent  support,  which  should  not  b 

dependent  on  the  contingencies  of  sickness  or  ioa 

bilit^,  d&c.    The  amendment  now  under  consid 

eration,  proposed,  coiitrary  to  the  spirit  at  least  o 

tbe  Constitution,' to  give  them  an  additional  com 

pensation  of  ten  dollars  for  each  day  that  the] 

should  be  employed  in  a  prescribed  service,    i 

you  can  compensate  one  juDge  In  this  way,  whi 

not  another  in  another  way  ?  And  what  is  to  pre 

vent  us,  in  case  of  a  vacancy  occurring,  to  allovs 

to  the  judge  to  be  appointed  to  fill  it,  a  diminish 

ed  compensation  per  diem,  instead  of  a  fixed  am 

"  stated"  compensauon  1    This,  said  Mr.  L.,  wa 

never  the  design  of  the  Convention  j  thoug'h  h< 

did  not  appear  as  the  advocate  of  the  Judiciary 

except  as  provided  by  the  Constitution,  which  hi 

hoped  they  would  ever  observe. 

Another  objection  to  this  bill,  which  Mr.  L 
considered  as  important,  was,  that  it  infringei 
another  principle  of  the  Constitution.  That  in 
strument  provides  that,  in  all  cases  afiectim 
Ambassadors,  dfcc,  and  those  in  which  a  Stan 
shall  be  a  party,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  havi 
original;  and  in  ot|ier  cases  appellate,  jurisdiction 
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The  amendment  now  under  coa^ideration  pro- 
posed. notw^itbstaDding,  ta  give  (not,  indeed,  to 
the  Supreme  Court  but)  to  a  judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  original  jurisdictioOj  which  the  Con- 
stitotioo  eertainljr  had  neyer  contemplated;  to 
^ire  to  a  single  judge  a  power  denied  to  the  whole 
beach,  thus  making  a  part  superior  to  the  whole. 
Mr.  L.  dwelt  at  some  length  on  these  points.  If 
ihe  judge  to  hold  the^e  courts  was  to  be  consider- 
ed a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  he  could  not 
hare  original  lurisdictioo  ;  if  a  judge  of  an  infe- 
rior tribunal,  he  must  re^ivn  his  present  commis- 
sion and  take  another.  If  he  belonged  to  neither 
class,  in  what  light  was  he  to  be  viewed  ? 

He  belieTed  there  existed  a  aecessitf  for  some 
amendatory  provision ;  hut  they  ought  not,  therr- 
fo!e,  to  act  unconstitutionally.  Necessity  was 
the  tyrant's  plea  ;  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  ours.* 
The  first  inquiry  should  be  as  to  their  power;  if 
they  had  it  not^  a  hundred  precedents  would  not 
justify  thetn  in  again  exercising  it. 

Mr.  Gold  replied.  He  contended  that  there 
was  no  Constitutional  difficulty  in  the  way.  T4ie 
Constitution,  indeed,  had  provided  that  they- 
should  not  diminish  the  compensation  of  judges, 
but  not  that  they  should  not  increase  it,  asthe  bill 
proposed.  This  Constitutional  provision  was  add- 
ed for  the  protection  of  the  judge;  the  spirit  of 
which  would  be  riolated  by  imposing  on  him  ad- 
ditional duty  without  additional  compensation, 
which  would,  in  fact,  be  diminishing  his  compen- 
sation. The  compensations  uf  judges  have  been 
before  increased,  without  regard  to  the  objections 
now  urged,  which  would  equally  apply  to  various 
other  acts  passed  by  Congress.  In  reply  to  the 
argument  that,  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
Supreme  Court  was  constituted,  the  duties  of  an 
inferior  judge  could  not  be  devolved  on  a  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  Mr.  G.  observed;  that  this 
was  an  old  argument  heretofore  unsuccessfully 
urged,  again  and  again,  on  this  floor,  li.  bad  been 
overrol^  in  every  case  except  in  the  single  case 
occurring  in  the  year  1801.  Such  a  provision  as 
now  proposed  was  already  in  existence  in  a  dif- 
ferent shape,  under  which  Judge  Washington 
tiad  lately  sat  at  Washington,  and  Judge  John- 
son at  Charleston.  In  the  important  case  of  the 
Exchange,  the  decision  of  Judge  Washington  had 
been  reversed  by  the  unanimous  decision  of  the 
court ;  so  that  it  was  no  objection  that  a  judge  sat 
on  the  revision  of  his  own  decisions. 

Mr.  G.  adverted  to  the  pressure  of  the  bi|I;  and 
the  peculiar  .hardship  of  the  cases  of  those  who 
nad  suits  depending  in  the  District  Court  of  New 
York,  in  which  there  were  seven  hundred  bonds 
iB  suit.  If  this  bill  be  postponed  only  a  few  days, 
it  would  be  too  late ;  as  the  judge  would  be  com- 
pelled to  go  on  his  Eastern  circuit  in  April,  to  the 
prejudice  of  those  whose  persons  and  properly 
were  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  court. 

Mr.  Wright  followed  Mr.  G.  and  spoke  at  sreat 
ieogth.  He  appeared  to  be  opposed  to  the  bill,  on 
grounds  of  expediency,  not  of  constitutionality. 
He  expressed  an  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  a  gen- 
eral revision  of  our  judicial  system. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 


Mr.  NtwTOff  also  supported  it,  and  dwelt  on 
its  extreme  importance.  Among  other  reasons 
for  it,  he  stated  that  there  were  in  the  District 
Court  of  New  York,  the  judge  of  which  was  ab- 
sent, seventy-four  vessels  libelled,  and  many  per- 
sons imprisoned,  dbc,  whom  such  a  law  as  this 
could  only  relieve. 

The  Comraitiee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  amendments ;  which  were  immedi- 
ately taken  up  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Lacock  said,  that  as,  on  this  important 
question,  precedent  appeared  to  be  entirely  relied 
on,  without  regardiiig  the  Consittutional question, 
he  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  that  tne  ques- 
tion should  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nay^* 

Mr.  Alston  spoke  a^rainst  the  amendment,  on 
nearly  the  same  Constitutional  ground  as  was  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  Lacock. 

The  question  on  the  first  clause  of  the  amend- 
ment was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried 
— yeas  69,  nays  40,  as  follows  r 

TsAs — Stevenson  Archer,  Etekiel  Bacon,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigclow,  William 
Biackledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge, 
William  A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Cal- 
honn,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Condict,  WilRam 
Crawford,  John  Davonport^  jr.,  John  Dawson,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa 
Fitch,  lliomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
O^dsboroughf  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  John 

A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jackson,  junior, 
Joseph  Kent,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Peter 
Littlot  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  MitchiU, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Israel  Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Plea- 
sants, jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Blisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M;  Ridgely,  Samnel 
Shaw,  Daniel  Sheifey,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Staw,  Lewis 

B.  Sturges,'  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Tionp,  Charles  Tomer,  jr.,  Piene 
Van  Cortlandt,  Jan.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  Langdoa  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Elias 
Earle,  Meshack  Franklin,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  kiiig,  Abner 
Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lyic,  Alexander  McKim,  Hugh  Nelaon,  Samuel  Ring- 
gold, John  Rhea,  John  Roaae,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WU- 
liam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro, 
Robert  WhifehiU,  David  R.  Williams,  William  Widge- 
ry,  and  Robert  Wright 

The  question  on  the  remainder  of  the  amend- 
ment, viz:  that  part  allowing  the  Judges  ten  dol- 
lars per  diem,  while  so  employed,  was  negatived 
— ^yeas  4"^  nays  61,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Stevensofi  Archer,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wilham 
W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Har- 
manus Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  John  C  Cal- 
houn, Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas 
R.    Gold,   Charles   Goldsborough,  John    A.  Harper, 
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Richard  Jaeksoti,  junior*  Joseph  Kent,  Joeeph  Lewis, 
jonior,  Rob«t  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Milnor,,  Saoiuei  L.  Mitcbill,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
lej,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsbj, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Peter  B.  Porter,  £U- 
■ha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis 
B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wil- 
son, and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Darid  Bard,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  WiHiam  Butler, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Gondtct,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Roger  Dayis,  John  Dawson,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshaek 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Ja- 
cob Hufly,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Philip  B.  Key,  WU- 
Uam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  WiHiam 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lylc,  George  O.  Maxwell,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newton,  James  Pleasants,  jun^  Benja- 
min Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts.  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thos.  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Wil- 
llama*  and  William  Widgery. 


Monday,  March  93. 
Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  pjetition  of  Eligiu? 
FromeDtin  and  Allan  B.  Magruder,  Delegates 
from  the  Con  rent  jon  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
praying  that  a  board  of  Laxul  CommissioDers 
may  be  established  to  hold  their  session  at  Baton 
Rouge,  and  that  donation  rights  to  land  may  be 

S ranted  to  certain  inhabitants  of  West  Florida. — 
Lef^rred  to  the  Commitiee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Gbolsok,  Irom  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  several  peti- 
tions of  Amelie  Eugenie  de  Beaomarchais,  by  J. 
•A.  Chevallie,  her  attorney. — Referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  8enate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  seeond  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  "  providingfor  the  trial  of  caoses 
nending  in  the  respective  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  in  case  of  the  disability  of  the 
Judges  thereof." 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Ridoelt,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Ruolved,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  showing 
the  quoU  payable  by  each  Sute  of  the  direct  tax  laid 
by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct 
tax  within  the  United  States  ;**  the  amount  of  said 
tax  that  has  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  from  each 
Stattf  respectively,  and  the  respective  sums  and  dates 
of  payment;  the  expenses  in  each  State  of  collecting 
aaid  tax,  the  losses  that  have  been  sustained  in  each 
State,  and  the  causes  thereof,  and  the  balance  of  each 
State's  quota  of  said  tax  now  due. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


Mr.  MuiroRr  from  the  commiuee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  amending  the  laws 
respectinfif  the  authentication  of  records,  dtc.  of 
one  State  in  the  courts  of  another,  reported 
against  the  expediency  of  making  any  amend- 
ments in  -said  act  or  acts. 

Mr.  Cbeves,  from  the  Committee  of  Coofer- 
ence  on  the  Navy  bilL  reported  the  result  of  tbe 
conference  with  the  Senate,  each  House  havioi; 
conceded  a  part  of  the  posiiiona  on  which  it  had 
insisted. 

The  Committee  of  Conference  recommend  that 
the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment,  con- 
fining the  appropriation  for  timber  to  such  as 
shall  be  necessary  for  repairing  certain  vessels, 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following  words 
at  the  end  of  the  section :  "And  that  the  first  ap- 
'  propriation  thereof  be  made  in  the  purchase  of 

*  timber  suitable  for  rebuilding  the  frigates  Phila- 
^  delphia,  General  Greene,  New  York,  and  Boston." 
That  the  Senate  recede  from  iheir  disagreement 
to  the  section  for  laying  up  the  gunboats,  striking 
out  of  it  the  words,  'Mn  aid  of  tha  land  fortifia* 
tions."  That  the  House  of  Representatives  agree 
to  the  section  respecting  pursers,  reducing  the 
amount  cf  ihe  security  required  trom  twenty  to 
ten  thousand  dollars,  with  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing words:  ^'Excepting  pursers  on  distant 
'  service,  who  shall  not  remain  in  service  after 

*  the  first  day  of  July  next,  unless  nominated  and 
'  appointed  as  aforesaid."  Tb«  report  was  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  organization  of  a 
corps  of  artificers  ;  to  consist  of  one  superintend- 
ent, and  a  number  of  blacksmiths,  carpenters. 
masons,  saddlers,  d&c  The  bill  was  twice  read. 
and  referred  to.  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  certain  persons 
claiming  lands  under  the  several  acts  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  was  read  a  third  limt 
and,  after  some  discussion  op  particular  claims  it 
involves,  passed  by  this  Honse. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  exchange  lands  with  the  Ursuline 
Nuns,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  which  was 
gone  through,  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  Wash- 
ington College  went  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  favorable  report  on  the  petition  of  William 
Hubbell  went  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
was  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims  to  report  a  bill  according!^. 


TuESDAT,  March  24* 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
Bartholomew  Broughton ;  which  ivas  read,  and 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  Rhka  reported  the  post-road  bill  with 
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•jDeodiDttDts ;  which  wera  read,  and  rdarred  to 
t  Cpfflmiuce  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  CommiUee  of  Com- 
neree  and  Maoofactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
tk  petition  of  Robert  S.  Boroagh  and  Stephen 
Hopkios,  made  an  nnfaTorahle  report  thereon. — 
Ordered  (o  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  Committee  on  Militarf 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  tlie  establishment  of 
u  Ordoanee  Department;  which  was  twice  read, 
aod  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  Wash* 
miofk  College  Was  read  a  thiid  time. 

Mr.  McKbs  objected  to  the  bill,  because  it 
gruted  to  the  institution  incorporated  all  the 
powers  possessed  by  other  corporate  bodies,  and 
that  tbe  corporation  was  without  limitation. 
This  prorision  might  Test  in  the  corporation  the 
power  of  creating  and  putting  in  motion  bank 
capital  to  any  extent.  He  knew  by  experience 
that  laws  had  passed  Legislatures  vesting  powers 
noi  understood  at  tbe  time  of  their  passage.  He, 
tiierefore,  objected  to  the  latitude  of  expression 
is  the  bill,  and  moved  to  reoommit  it  to  a  select 
committee  for  amendment. 

Mr.  Lewis  itaid  the  committee  bad  paid^eon* 
iidsitble  attention  to  this  subject,  and  he  should 
be  Qowiliing  to  recommit  it ;  yet.  although  it  was 
Dot  usoal  to  limit  the  existence  of  such  corpora- 
tioDs.  or  the  amount  of  property  they  may  hold, 
if  the  House  had  a  disposition  to  make  it  more 
ipNilic,  be  had  no  objection  to  it. 

The  bill  was  recommitted. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  report  of 
tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  the  following 
Kwlotioo : 

*  liaohfed.  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  pioviaion 
br  law  lor  the  payment  of  the  following  descriptions  of 
diimi^to  wit:  1.  Loan  oflSwe  eertificates;  3.  Indents 
if  interest  on  pablic  debt ;  d.  Final  settlement  certifi* 
Ota;  4.  ConuDissMNien'  eertifieales;  6.  Aroky  cer- 
tificates ;  6.  Credits  given  in  lieo  of  army  certi^catea 
cuctUed;  7.  CrediU  for  the  pay  of  the  army  for 
which  no  certificates  ware  issued ;  8.  Invalid  pensions ; 
d.  Loet  or  destroyed  certificates — ^notwithstanding  igiy 
staate  of  limitation  to  the  contraxy,  nnder  such  re- 
sthctions  as  siiall  insure  payment  only  to  the  original 
dumant,  his  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  referred  |o 
the  Committee  of  Claims  to  bring  in  a  bill  pur- 
soaot  thereto. 

Another  resolution  to  instruct  the  Committee 
of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  merit  of  Revolu- 
liooary  Claims^  was  also  agreed  to;  and  sundry 
Rports  on  such  petitions  were  recommitted  to 
tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  organization  of  a  corps  of  arti- 
ficers, passed  through  a  Committeeof  the  Whole, 
was  ameoded,  and  urdere4  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
ihird  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  having  taken  into  consideration 
the  report  of  tbe  Joint  Committee  of  Conferenoe, 
00  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  upon 
the  amend m en ts  proposed  by  the  Senate  |o  the 
''eoacerning  the  Naval  Establishment,"  have 


agreed  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  said 
Committee  of  Conference  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  and  have 
modified  the  said  bill  accordingly,  and  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House  in  the  said  modifi- 
catipn. 

PUBUC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Bacoh,  aAer  some  remarks  on  the  subject 
of  the  petition  of  George  Blagden  and  others, 

firavinff  compensation  for  work  done  on  the  pub- 
ic buildings,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

BeMohedt  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  an 
account,  in  detail,  of  all  sums  now  due,  and  to  whom, 
for  labor,  materials,  and  other  services  of  every  nature 
and  kind  whatsoever,  whieh  have  hctetefore  been  fur- 
nished and  performed  towards  erecting  and  repairing 
the  Capitol  and  the  President's  House,  or  for  procuring 
ftirttitare  for  the  same;  also,  whether  any,  and  what, 
eompensationa  are  new  allowed  for  the  service  of  sa- 
perintencfing  those  objects,  and  the  nature  of  thoee 
services. 

Mr.  Stanporo  opposed  the  resolution,  as  not 
couched  in  respectful  terms  to  the  Executive,  be- 
cause it  supposed  that  he  had  sanctioned  con- 
tracts or  expenses  not  authorized  by  law.  He  had 
rather  it  had  been  in  form  of  ah  inquiry  whether 
there  was  any  deficit  in  former  appropriations  to 
these  objects,  or  in  some  form  which  did  not  im* 
ply  a  violation  of  taw,  dbc. 

Mr.  Bacon  bad  no  objeotion  to  any  amend • 
ment  the  House  should  think  proper  to  make. 
The  fact  was  known,  from  the  petitions  of  the 
individuals  concerned,  that  money  was  doe  for 
work,  and  the  only  source  from  which  the  House 
aould  obtain  information  on  the  subject  was 
through  the  Executive. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Bacon 
and  Mr.  Pipsr  appointed  a  committee  to  present 
it  to  the  President. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  that  be  held  In  his  hand  a 
statement  and  representation,  on  oath,  of  Cap- 
tain Samuel  Chew,  of  New  Haven,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  which  he  would  beg  leave  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House.  Captain  Chew  states,  that 
he  was  supercargo  on  board  the  brig  Thames,and 
on  the  19(h  or  January,  1812,  sailed  from  St. 
Ubes.  bound  to  New  Haven,  with  a  cargo  of  salt 
and/ruit ;  that  on  the  2d  of  July  following,  the 
brig  was  taken  possession  of  by  a  French  squad- 
ron, consisting  of  two  frigates  of  forty-four  guns 
each,  and  a  sloop  of  war  of  sixteen  guns^  under 
the  command  ot  Commodore  Forretin,  and  that 
he  was  told  by  the  officer  boarding  him.  that  the 
brig  would  be  burnt  the  next  morning.  That 
the  officers  of  the  squadron  informed  him  that  they 
sailed  from  Nantes  on  the  8th  of  January.  That 
on  board  the  French  vessels  were  the  crews  of 
the  ship  Asia,  from  Philadelphia,  bound  to  Lis- 
bon, and  of  the  brig  Gershom,  of  Duxbury,  last 
from  Boston,  bound  to  Oporto,  both  laden  with 
corn  and  flour.  That  the  officers  of  the  squadron 
informed  him,  that,  on  the  17th  and  23d  of  Jan- 
uary, they  had  captured .  and  burnt  the  abip  Asia 
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and  brig  Gerehom.  He  also  states^  that  he  ia- 
quired  of  the  Commodore  the  reasons  of  barning 
them,  and  was  informed  by  him,  that  he  had  or- 
ders from  the  Government  to  burn  all  American 
vessels  sailins:  to  or  from  an  enemy^s  port.  That, 
on  the  3d  of  February,  the  Commodore  put  on 
board  of  the  Thames  the  captains  and'crews  of 
the  vessels  burnt,  being  thirty -seven  in  number, 
to  be  landed  in  the  firsit  port,  and  that,  on  the  16th 
day  of  July,  he  landed  them  at  St.  Bartholomews. 
Captain  Chew  states,  likewise,  that  when  the 
Commodore  released  the  Thames,  he  ffave  him  a* 
document  or  writing,  subscribed  with  his  own 
hand,  and  written  in  the  French  language,  and 
which  is  annexed  to  hia  statement.  This. docu- 
ment contains  a  list  of  names  of  the  men  com- 
posing the  crews  of  th^  vessels  captured ;  it  also 
states,  that  they  were  captured  on  vovages  from 
Philadelphia  and  Boston  to  Lisbon,  laden  with 
grain  and  Hour,  by  the  division  under  the  com- 
mand of  Monsieur  Forretin.  Member  of  the  Le- 
gion of  Honor,  and  that  they  were  captured  in 
pursuance  of  th«  instructions  of  the  Minister  of 
Murine  and  the  Colonies. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  this  statement,  with  the  origi- 
nal docu-ment  annexed,  in  the  French  languajire, 
and  under  the  hand  of  the 'Commodore  of  the 
squadron,  had  been  forwarded  here,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Gk>vernment;  that  the  character  of 
Captain  Chew  was  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  full 
credit  wherever  he  was  known.  Believing,  there- 
fore, as  he  did,  in  the  truth  of  these  statements, 
and  that  the  document  annexed  is  genuine,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  present  it  to  the  House  for 
their  information.  The  House,  after  hearing 
them  read,  can  dispose  of  them  by  referring  them 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  otherwise,  as  they 
may  think  proper. 

The  papers  presented  by  Mr.  Pitkin  having 
been  read — 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  that  they  lie  on  the  table 
until  time  should  be  afforded  for  the  arrival  of 
tho^e  persons  in  the  United  States,  whose  testi- 
mony might  confirm  the  facts  stated. 

Mr.  Pitkin  also  wished  them  to  lie  on  the 
table,  that  thev  might  be  examined  by  gentlemen, 
and  receive  that  attention  to  which  the  impor- 
tance of  their  contents  might  entitle  them. 

The  papers  were  accordingly  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committed  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  patent  laws. 
About  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 


'WEDNEsnAT,  March  25. 

Mr.  Gbolson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Hubbell; 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  organization  of  a 
corps  of  artificers,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 


from  the  Senate  notifying  their  agreement  to  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the^  joint  eommittee  of 
conference  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  '*  concerning  the  Naval  Establtshment:" 
Whereupon, 

Readied^  That  this  House  doih  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments  of  the 
Senate;  agree  to  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  joint  committee  of  conference;  and  that  tue 
said  bill  be  modified  accordingly. 

Mr.  Wright,  being  very  desirous  of  calling  up 
his  bill  on  the  subject  of  seamen,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  the  unfinished  busineas  of 
yesterday  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

And  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  th^  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  protection,, re- 
covery, and  indemnification  of  American  sea- 
men. Mr.  W.  spoke  nearly  two  hours  in  support 
of  the  bill;  when  the  Comminee  rosAe,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

REVISION  OF  THE  PENAL  CODE. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  submitted  the  following  resolutioo : 

^  Rtwlved,  That  the  Attorney  General  of  the  1  ai- 
ted  States  be  directed  to  examine  and  report  to  this 
House  whether  the  penal  code  of  the  United  States  re- 
quires any,  and,  if  any,  what»  alteratioii%amandmeiitB, 
and  additions,  to  render  the  same  less  sangoinary  and 
more  efficient" 

Mr.  M.  beffged  leave  to  state  two  or  three  ob- 
jects which  he  should  consider  as  coming  within 
the  range  of  the  Attorney  GeneraPs  inquiries  un< 
der  this  resolution.  It  had  been  fonnd  by  the  ex- 
perience of  gentlemen  conversant  with  the  crimi- 
nal code,  that  in  many  instances  crimes,  made 
such  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  are  not 
defined  with  ^sufficient  precision.  With  respect 
tothe  jurisdiction  of  maritime  crimes  and  offences, 
in  the  district  which  he  represented,  several  diffi- 
culties had  occurred ;  for  instance,  in  the  case  of 
a  mortal  blaw  given  at  sea  and  death  on  shore, 
and  vice  verea,  there  was  no  place  pointed  out  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  for  trial.  For  the 
common  case  of  assault  and  battery  on  the  high 
seas,  there  was  no  court  vested  with  jurisdictioa 
to  try  the  offence.  Jurisdiction,  it  was  true,  was 
constantly  assumed  by  the  courts,  ex  necessitate 
rei;  but  it  was  highly  proper  that  there  should  be 
some  legislative  provision  placing  this  beyond 
doubt,  fhere  was  a  doubt,  under  the  act  relative 
to  scuttling  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding 
the  underwriters,  whether  an  act  of  fraud  thus 
committed  on  a  company  would  fall  within  the 

grovisions  of  the. law.  which  speaks  of  persons; 
oth  cases  were  uoquestionohly  intended  to  be 
embraced  by  it :  so,  in  the  case  of  an  owner  di- 
recting a  captain  to  sink  a  vessel  with  a  view  to 
delraud  the  undervnriters ;  it  was  doubted  whether 
such  captain  was  indictable.  The  whole  phrase- 
ology of  this  law  was  so  extremely  obscure,  that 
it  was  neoassary  it  should  be  made  more  distinct. 
Another  very  serious  object  with  me,  said  Mr. 
M.,  is  the  consideration  of  the  question  whether 
the  punishments  inflicted  by  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  m  a  variety  of  cases  ought  not  to  be 
accommodated  to  the  prevailing  sentiments  of  the 
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people,  as  expressed  bf  the  (iegislatures  of  the 
scTenl  States  io  regard  to  puDishments.  lo  al- 
mo»(  all  the  Stales  withiD  a  few  years  past  ao 
imeiioration  bad  taken  pla&e  io  tbe  peoal  laws, 
iesseoiog  the  nomber  of  crimes  punishable  with 
dea:b;  in  Pennsylvania  only  one  was  punishable 
wiib  death,  and  a  law  for  abolishing  that  one  had 
been  recommended  to  the  early  attention  of  the 
sext  Legislature.  Mr.  M.  spoke  of  the  disadvan- 
Mges  of  sanguinary  punishment;  not  the  least  of 
which  was,  that  as  the  evidence  mtlst  be  very 
stropg  indeed  lo  produce  conviction,  theobieet  of 
poQishment  was  frequently  defeated  from  the  im- 
pulse of  humanity,  dbc. 

Aoother  subiect  requiring  attention.  Mr«  M. 
aid,  was  the  doctrine  of  challenge.  The  rjght 
of  challenge  of  persona  indicted  for  penal  offences 
was  Id  some  States  more  extended  than  in  others, 
sot  being  uniform.  This  inequality  arose  from 
iudrertenceon  tke  part  of  the  Legislature,  and 
required  remedy. 

Another  object  he  had  in  view  was  to  proride 
for  cases  not  already  provided  for  by  law.  With- 
oot  going  to  others,  be  would  advert  to  one  such : 
that  there  was  no  law,  in  the  opinion  of  the  legal 
antborities,  by  which  perjury  or  false  swearing 
io  procaring  the  neceiBsarv  proofs,  preparatory  to 
clearance  at  the  eustom-nouse,  were  punishable. 
There  were  various  other  obvious  defects  in  the 
lawi;  and  it  appeared  to  him  there  could  be  no 
better  mode  ot  remedy  than  laying  the  subject 
officially  before  the  Attorney  General,  who,  be- 
tveeo  this  time  and  the  next  session,  would  have 
ample  time  to  make  up  a  satisfactory  report. 

The  House  tbea  agreed  to  consider  the  reso- 
htioo. 

There  appeared  to  be  no  difference  in  sentiment 
io  (he  House  on  the  object  of  the  mover,  viz :  a 
rerision  of  the  penal  code-^as.tp  the  propriety  of 
vhicb  there  seemed  to  be  a  general  coneurrenoe 
of  opinion.  Some  difference  arose  as  to  the  mode 
of  accomplishing  this  object. 

Mt.Lacook  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  resolution 
the  words  ^*  the  Attorney  Greneral  of  the  United 
States  be  directed,"  and  insert  the  words  "  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed,"  so  as  to  devolve  the  duty 
of  making  the  necessary  revision  bii  a  cooimittee 
of  this  House. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Lagocc, 
Macox,  Newton,  Mc&m,  and  Bi^ickledgb.  and 
epposed  by  Messrs.  Smilib,  Milnor,  Bacon,  Find- 
UT.  MiTCBiLL,  and  Wright.  The  supporters  of 
ihe  amendment  said  that  to  call  on  the  Attorney 
General  for  his  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  a 
aeaaare  would  be  undignified  \  that  tfts  was  a 
^r  subject  for  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  this 
House,  and  one  to  the  investigation  of  the  expe- 
tocjr  of  which  professional  knowledjpre  was  not 
accessary,  though  it  might  be  useful  in  framing 
the  details  of  a  bill;  that  to  refer  in  this  unqual* 
ified  manner  to  an  Executive  officer  was  surren- 
Mog  the  Representative  privileges,  and  blend- 
^g  together  departments  of  tbe  Government 


nently  fit  him  for  the  contemplated  revision;  that 
his  report  was  merely  to  be  for  the  information, 
Hdot  the  guidance,  of  the  House ;  that  a  .similar 
course  had  been  adopted  in  several  State  Govern- 
ments ;  and  a  precedent  was  shown  at  tbe  second 
session  of  the  First  Congress  of  the  United  States 
in  which  a  similar  course  bad  been  taken. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  negatived — yeas  36, 
navs  63. 

Mr.  Roberts  said  that  he  did  not  know  that 
the  House  had  the  power  to  compel  the  Attorney 
General  to  make  such  a  report,  unless  their  requi- 
sition assumed  tbe  form  of  law ;  o(herwi;se,  the 
application  to  the  Attorney  General  should  be 
made  through  the  Executive,  who  had  the  power 
to  require  (he  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General. 
As  there  was  at  least  some  difficulty  about  this 
business,  he  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the 
table,  to  give  time  for  further  consideration  of  it. 
Motion  lost — ayes  27. 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  '^At- 
torney General  "and  insert  "President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;"  who  might,  he  said,  officially  require 
the  proper  report  from  the  law  officer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. — Motion  negatived. 

The  question  on  the  whole  resolution  was  then 
taken,  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Roberts  (whose  ob- 
iectious  were  to  the  mode  and  not  the*  principle) 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried-^yeas  65,  nays  45, 
as  follows: 

YsAS — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckcnridge, 
Elijah  Brifham,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Condict,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  William  Ely»  James  Emott,  William 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  4^a  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Oholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Petersen  Goodwyn,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacoh  Hu^ 
ty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis»  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor, 
Samuel  L.  Mitqhill,  Jeremiah  MorroWj  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Hagh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry 
M.  Ridgely,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer,  Soever,  Joha 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  Geo. 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow. 
William  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  William 
Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

Na.ts-- Willis  Alston,  junior,  David  Bard,  William 
W.  Bibb,  William  BUckledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Lang* 
don  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Roger  Davis,  John  Daw- 
son, Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Eliaa  Earle, 
IsaUdi  L.  Green,  Felij  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Richard  M.  Johnson^  Joseph 
Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefe- 
ver,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes.'  Aaron  Lyie,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Israel  Pickens,  Wil- 
liam Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond, 
John  Rhea,  Jonathaii  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  8am- 


vbjeb  ought  to  be  forever  kept  distinct*    On  xhe 

other  hand,  it  was  said  that  the  experience  and    uel  Shaw;  John  Smith,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M 

^^al  ulent  of  tbe  Attorney  General  mua^  emi-  *  Troup,  and  David  R.  Williams. 
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Thursdat,  March  26. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ''  relinquish- 
ing to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans the  use  and  possession  of  a  lot  in  the  said 
city."  with  amendments.  The  Senate  have  parsed 
a  bill  "to  incorporate  Moses  Austin^  John  Rice 
Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a  company, 
by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead  Conipany  ;** 
to  which  amendment  and  bill  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Rhea  presented  certain  documents  and  pa- 
pers relating  to  a  robbery,  committed  by  a  party 
of  Creeks,  within  the  limits  of  the  Cherokee  coun- 
try, of  certain  articles  of  produce  to  a  large  amount 
in  Talue,  belonging  to  certain  citizens  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  which  the  said  citizens  had  intend- 
ed to  convey  down  the  waters  of  the  Alabama  to 
market. — Referred  to  the  Secretary  at  War. 

Mr.  Lewis  reported  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  Washington  College,  with  amend- 
ments. The  House  proceeded  to  consider  them; 
but,  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Williams,  that  they 
would  be  too  imperfectly  understood  on  the  first 
reading,  to  be  acted  upon  immediately,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence on  the  Quartermaster's  bill,  reported  the  re- 
sult of  the  conference ;  which  Was  agreed  to.  So 
that  this  bill  has  at  length  passed  both  Houses  uf 
Congress. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  at  War  to 
exchange  lands  with  the  Ursuline  Nuns,  of  the 
City  of  New  Orleaos,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  of^osed  its  passage,  and 
Mr.  Dawson  warmly  supported  it.  Mr.  MoKim 
moved  to  postpone  it;  but  the  motion  was  ne- 
gatived. 

Mr.  Macon  expressed  an  opinion  that  all  busi- 
ness not  absolutely  ittdisp<*nsable  in  relation  to 
Orleans  should  be  postponed  until  the  new  State 
should  be  represented  on  the  floor  of  this  House. 
With  a  view  to  try  the  sense  of  the  House  on  this 
point,  he  moved  an  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  bill. 

On  the  first  count,  there  were  forty-eight  for, 
foc/y-seven  against  the  motion;  on  a  second  count 
being  desired,  from  a  misapprehension  of  the 
question  by  some  gentlemen,  there  were  fifty-four 
against  postponement,  forty-one  for  it. 

The  bill  was  then  passed — ayes  54. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
amendment  of  the  patent  laws  of  the  United 
Slates. 

After  considerable  debate  on  the  details  of  the 
bjll,  tbe  Committee  rose  and  reported  that  they 
had  made  further  progress  in  the  consideration  of 
the  biil,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Seaver  presented  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusettf,  representing  the 
ability  of  that  State  to  furnish  certain  articles  of 
aunply  for  the  use  of  the  Indian  tribes  and  for 
pablic  service.  Mr.  B.  moved  that  they  He  oo 
the  table. 


Mr.  Nbwtoh  aaggeated  the  profyriety  of  a  refel 
ence  of  the  aohjeet  to  the  Committee  on  Indiij 
affairs. 

Mr.  Sbavbb  assented.  ^ 

Mr.  MoRBow,  in  the  absence  of  the  ehairmai 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs,  observed  thi 
these  resolutions  were  predicated  on  a  letter  fro^ 
the  Secretary  of  War,  addressed  to  the  CommH 
tee  on  Indian  Afiairs,  but  on  which  they  had  n^ 
conceived  it  within  their  province  to  act.  He  hai 
anderttood  that  Che  ehairman  (Mr.  McKee)  ha 
proposed  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  Com 
meree  and  Manafaecoree. 

Mr.  Newton  varied  his  motion,  so  as  to  refe 
tbe  resolatioa  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  h 
might  be  apprized  of  the  capacity  of  the  Uoitei 
States  to  furnish  the  artteles  necessary  for  Indiat 
supply.  Whilst  up,  said  he,  I  will  observe  ths 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  at  War  was  not  refei 
red  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  aad  Manafac 
tures ;  and  I  thank  God  that  it  was  not. 

The  reference  to  the  Secretary  at  War  ws 
then  agreed  to. 


Friday,  March  37. 

Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  House, 

Mr.  SiitLiB  observed  that  this  was  a  day  (Goo 
Friday)  on  which  many  members  had  rathe 
spend  the  day  otherwise  than  in  attending  on  th 
business  of  the  House;  and  although  he  migfa 
not  himself  ftfel  any  scruples  on  that  score,  h 
was  willing  to  accommodate  those  who  did,  an 
he  thereafter  proposed  to  move  an  adjooramen 
Previous  to  which,  however,  as  it  was  well  know 
no  business  was  ever  done  on  Saturday,  from  s 
many  coibmittees  sitting  on  that  day,  he  shoul 
move  that  when  the  House  adjourn,  it  should  a< 
Journ  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  McKeb  opposed  and  Mr.  Wrigbt  suppor 
ed  the  motion,  which  was  carried  by  yeas  an 
nays,  52  to  42. 

Mr.  Smilib  then  moved  an  adjoomraent— ^^ca 
ried)  51  to  46. 


Monday,  March  30. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pu 
lie  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  bill  from  tl 
Senate  '*  for  th^  establishment  of  a  Gkaeral  Lai 
Office  in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,"  repoi 
ed  the  same,  with  amendments;  which  wei 
read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  committed  to 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Coi 
mcrce  and  Manafactures,  presented  a  bill  to  c 
tablish  a  new  District  Court  in  the  State  of  Ne 
York  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoa 
tbat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  *'for  the  reli 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  la 
campaign  on  the  Wabash,"  with  amend  men 
The  Senate  have  also  passed  a  bill  "to  authori; 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  asceria 
and   designate  certain  boundaries;"  to    whi 
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lineiidiDeQts  and  bill  thejr  desire  the  eoneurreiice 
of  this  House. 

The  bill  reviriug  the  act  respecting  the  mode 
of  obtain  inff  pen sioD9,  passed  through  a  Commit- 
tn  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Hubbell 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was,  after  considerable  discossion,  ordered  to  be 
eogrossed  for  a  third  reaching. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbioht,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  hill  to  amend  the  militia  laws  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  same  was  re- 
committed CO  the  committee  who  reported  it. 

Mr.  MoRBOw  offered  the  following  resolution, 
ohsenriog  that  the  report  of  the  land  commission- 
ers bad  been  forwarded,  but  he  understood  that  it 
was  so  yolaminous  that  it  would  not  be  trans- 
scribed  in  time  to  be  laid  before  Congress  at  their 
present  sesaioa ;  that,  in  consequence  of  some  of 
their  decisions,  there  would  be  some  difficulty  as 
to  the  surreys,  dbe.;  and,  tn  relation  to  the  other 
part  of  his  resolution,  that  it  was  understood  cer- 
tstn  QDaathortzed  persons  had  taken  possession  of 
some  lead  mines  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
respecting  whom  it  woola  be  proper  Mme  steps 
should  be  taken : 

Itaolted,  That  the  Committee  of  Pnbtlc  Lands  be 
htttructed  to  inquire  whether  any  and  what  proTisions 
are  necesssiy  to  be  made  by  law  for  adjosting  and 
setdiogdaims  to  lands,  and  for  aunreying  lands,  claims 
to  whKh  have  been  confirmed  by  the  land  commis- 
nonen  in  the  pistrict  Of  Louisiana;  and  also  what 
provifion  ought  to  be  made  respecting  the  lead  mines 
the  property  of  the  United  States  in  the  said  Territory ; 
md  that  the  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by 
till  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  without  opposition. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BRITISH  GOODS. 

Mr.  Sbtbbrt  presented  the  petittoa  of  sundry 
persons  in  Philadelphia,  stating  that  they  are 
reguhir  iroportiag  merchants,  anti  that,  previous 
10  Che  proclamation  of  November,  1810,  they  had 
ordered  certain  British  goods,  which  they  pray 
permission  to  import.  Mr.  8.  moved  to  refer 
this  petition  to  the  committee  to  whom  similar 
petitions  hare  been  referred^ 

Mr.  Rhba  objected  to  the  reference  of  the  peti- 
tion, beeaase,  he  said,  it  was  holding  out  a  tain 
bope,  indoctoff  the  petitioners  to  believe  that 
Congress  wouTd  grant  the  prayer  of  their  peti- 
tions, which  he  believed  there  was  not  a  majority 
disposed  to  do.     If  gentlemen  were  anxious  to 
leeomplish  the  object  these  various  petitioners 
b?e  in  view,  why  did  they  not  lay  on  the  table 
1  resolution  for  repealing  the  non-intercourse  law, 
which  it  was  desired  by  these  petitioners  to  have 
tcmitted  in  relation  to  them?    This  would  be 
iDecting  the  question  in  a  proper  manner. 

Mr.  Sbybbrt  expressed  bis  eoi»fidence  that 
tbis  petition  would  be  permitted  to  take  the  same 
eoorse  as  other  petitions.  He  could  not  conceive 
wbythe  gentleman  should  have  thonght  proper 
to  object  to  the  reference  of  this  petition,  when 


he  had  this  morning  let  others  of  the  same  tenor 
pass  without  objection.  It  was  strange  indeed 
that  the  gentleman  should  particularly  wish  to 
prevent  his  constituents  from  receiving  the  same 
attention  that  others  had  done.  As  lo  the  en« 
couragement  of  a  vain  hope,  dbc.,  the  gentleman 
would  find  on  his  file  a  bill  embracing  such  cases 
as  that  of  the  petitioners,  which  was  some  time 
ago  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures f  and,  as  it  would  no  doubt  soon  be 
acted  on,  the  gentleman  would  then  have  an  op- 
portunity to  make  his  objections  to  the  principle* 

Mr.  RpsA  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  he  had 
no  intention  to  debar  any  persons  from  the  right 
of  petitioning,  but  merely  to  prevent  the  encour- 
agement of  a^ delusive  hope,  which  he  did  not  be« 
lieve  would  be  realized,  of  the  relaxation  of  the 
law  in  favor  of  these  persons. 

The  petition  was  referred. 

PUBLIC  ARMORIES. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  Military  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  praying  for  the 
erection  of  a  manufactory  of  arms  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  reported  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  it  is  inexpedient  at  present  to  erect  a 
manufactory  of  arms  at  Louisville  or  elsewhere. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  at 
War  accompanied  the  report: 

Wae  DsPAKXMsiTT,  MtarcH  12,  1812. 

8ia :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  answer  to  your 
letter  of  the  7th  instant,  that  the  public  armories  at 
Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry,  are  in  operation  and 
well  conducted;  that,  in  the  year  1811,  they  yielded 
22,020  stand  of  arms,  vis:  at  Springfield  12,020,  at 
Harper's  Ferry  10,000.  Orders  have  recently -Wen 
given  to  increase  the  number  of  armorers,  and  it  is 
presumed  the  manufacture  at  those  places  may  be 
gradually  extended  to  afibrd  80,000  stands  of  arms 
annuafly,  beyond  which  it  is  considered  inexpedient  to 
extend  those  establiiihments.  A  site  was  purohased 
and  buildings  erected  for  an  armoiy  at  Rocky  Mount 
(South  Carolina)  in  the  year  1803;  but  from  the  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  >  suitable  workmen,  and  various 
other  considerations,  those  buildings  were  converted 
into  arsenals  and  store-houses,  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
such  arms  and  munitions  as  exigencies  msy  require 
in  that  part  of  the  country. 

The  arms  delivered  on  private  contract,  in  the  year 
ending  30th  September,  1811,  amounted  to  11,801, 
which  is  hr  short  of  the  number  contracted  for,  but, 
from  the  improved  state  of  private  manufactures,  a 
greater  number  may  be  calculated  on  in  future. 

Should  additional  means  be  thought  necessary  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  Legislature  in  arming  the  whole 
body  of  the  militia,  the  purchase  of  one  or  more  sites, 
and  the  erection  of  new  arsenals  and  armories,  will  be 
considered  the  most  eligible  and  expeditious  mode  of 
accomplishing  this  object 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  EUSTIS. 

Hon.  R.  WaioBT,  Chairman, 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  report 
produced  some  discussion.  Messrs.  Macoic,  Rhba, 
and  Williams,  opposed  the  report ;  and  Messrs. 
WmoHf,  Stow,  and  Nelson,  supported  it.  On 
the  one  hand,  the  expediency.  If  not  the  necessity, 
of  having  an  armory  in  the  Western  country  was 
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pointed  ont,  and  it  was  cooteoded  that  the  supply 
of  arms  for  the  United  States  ought  to  be  of  so 
certain  a  character  as  not  to  depeod  on  the  con- 
tingency of  private  contracts;  that  the  system 
commenced  by  the  law  of  this  session  for  arming 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  would  require  a 
much  larger  supply  than  the  pres>ent  armories 
would  furnish,  and  that  the  public  armories  should 
be  so  extended  as  to  furnish  (he  number  of  arms 
which  would  be  annually  required  under  that 
law.  On  the  other  hand  it  was  contended  that 
the  sources  of  supply  were  already  ample,  and 
that  arms  made  by  contract  would  generally  be 
of  a  better  quality,  if  properly  inspected^  than 
those  made  at  the  public  works;  that  it  would  be 
at  least  eighteen  months  before  a  gun  could  be 
finished  at  any  new  armories  if  they  were  in- 
stantly to  be  set  about  it,  so  that  for  the  present 
supply  the  public  service  would  be  more  benefited 
by  the  purchase  of  arms  from  private  manufac- 
turers, dbc. 

Mr.  Rhga  moved  to  amend  the  report  by 
striking  out  the  words  "or  elsewhere,"  after  the 
word  "Louisville." — Motion  lost* 

Mr.  BLACKLBDoe  moved  that  the  report  lie  on 
the  table. — Motion  negatived. 

After  further  desultory  debate,  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  report,  which  was  adopted 
without  a  division* 

CLAIM  FOR  DRAWBACK. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Bbenezer  Rollins;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

That  the  petitioner,  on  or  about  the  20th  of  May, 
1810,  shipped  on  board  the  ship  Rebecca  Coffin,  in  the 
port  of  Boston,  for  Gottenburg,  in  the  kingdom  of  Swe- 
den, 29  hogsheads,  4  barrels,  and  52  bags  of  cofiee ; 
which  articles  were  imported  in  the  district  of  Port- 
land and  Falmouth,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1809.  That 
the  said  merchandise  was  loaded  on  board  the  said 
•hip,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1810,  for  the  benefit  of  a 
drawback ;  that  she  cleared  out  at  the  custom-house  in 
Boston,  and  was  ready  for  sea,  on  the  7th  June,  I8IO; 
and  every  requisite  complied  with  to  entitle  the  peti- 
tioner to  the  drawback,  on  the  said  7th  of  June. 

The  petitioner  further  states,  that,  owing  to  a  vio- 
lent storm  from  the  Northeast,  the  said  ship  did  not 
sail  from  the  port  of  Boston  until  the  13th  of  June, 
1610.  That,  on  application  to  the  Collector  for  his  de- 
benture, he  refused  to  grant  it,  on  the  ground  that  the 
said  merchandise  was  not  exported  within  the  period 
of  time  for  which  drawbacks  are  allowed — twelve 
months  having  elapsed  from  the  day  of  importation. 
On  the  9th  of  June,  1810,  the  twelve  calendar  months 
expired. 

This  claim  for  the  drawback  on  certain  goods  which 
have  been  exported,  has  been  refused  by  the  Treasuiy 
Department,  on  the  application  of  the  petitioner. 

The  committee  cannot  sustain  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition, as  the  law  is  peremptory.  The  goods  must  be 
exported  within  twelve  calendar  months,  to  be  entitled 
to  the  drawbadc.  The  goods  for  which  the  drawback 
is  claimed,  were  exported  after  the  time  specified  for 
the  allowance  of  jlrawbacks  had  expired.    Some  rule 


muatbe  observed,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  orthe  revendi 
will  he  liable  to  soflkr  great  diminution. 

If  the  committee  were  to  authorize  a  departure  • 
one  day  beyond  the  twelve  calendar  months,  the  coi 
mittee  might,  oti  the  same  principle,  extend  the  tei 
to  two  or  more  years. 

Averse  to  any  innovation  on  the  present  system 
drawbacks,  as  authorized  by  law,  the  committee 
leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  n 
olntion : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  on 
not  to  be  granted. 

RSVOLUTIONARY  CLAIM. 

Mr.  Gbolson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claimi 
made  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition  of  And) 
Young;  which  was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  it  appears  the  said  Durkee  commanded  a  re; 
ment  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Re 
lutionary  war;  that  he  was  severely  wounded, 
that  he  died  in  the  year  1788,  in  the  miKtary  serri 
That,  under  the  resolve  of  Congress,  of  the  24th 
of  August,  1780,  the  widow  of  the  said  Durkee 
came  entitled  to  the  seven  years'*  haif-pay  of  a  Colo 
to  which  Durkee  himself  would  have  Immu  entitled, 
he  lived  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  That  th 
widow  of  the  said  Durkee  is  dead,  and  the  petitioner  i 
the  sole  claimant. 

It  seems  that  this  claim  was,  at  an  early  period,  de 
manded  of  the  Government ;  but  that  the  allowano 
of  it  was  withheld,  in  consequence  of  a  balance  o 
$5,150,  which  appears,  from  the  account  of  Col.  Dui 
kee,  to  be  due  by  him  to  the  United  States.  It  is  sup 
posed  at  the  Department  of  War  that  this  balance,  ij 
paper  emissions,  was  appropriated  by  Colonel  Durke 
to  his  own  use,  in  July,  1777,  when  paper  money  ha 
become  much  depreciated.  This  sum  should  therefor 
be  reduced  to  a  scale  of  depreciation  applicable  to  thi 
period. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner,  o 
account  of  the  services  of  her  father,  is  entitled  to  hi 
seven  years*  half-pay  as  Colonel,  and  interest  thereoi 
after  deducttng  therefirom  the  aforesaid  balance,  (n 
ducedy  as  it  d^uld  be,  by  the  scale  of  depreciation 
which  appears  due  by  Colonel  Durkee,  in  his  aocooi 
with  the  United  States.  The  committee,  therefore,  ai 
leave  to  mpQii  a  bill  for  the  petitioner's  relief. 

Mr.  GttOksoN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim 
presented  «  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anna  Yoani 
heiress  and  representative  of  Colonel  John  Da 
bee,  deceased  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  con 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  We< 
nesday  next. 

CONTINGENT  FUND. 

.  Mr.  TuBNBR,  from  the  Committee  ot  Accoudi 
made  a  report  upon  the  nature  of  the  contingei 
expenses  and  the  application  of  the  contingei 
fund  of  the  House ;  which  was  read  and  refer  re 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesda 
next.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  it  appeata  that  the  contingent  expenses  of  t] 
House  have  been  gradually  increasing,  and  will,  I 
this  session,  amount  to  at  least  forty  thousand  doUari 
an  increase  which,  among  other  causes,  is  principal 
due  to  the  great  mass  of  printing^rdered  by  the  Hoo» 
to  which  must  also  be  added  a  new  source  of  experu 
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TO :  tbe  repairs  of  th«  buildingi  and  furniture,  which 
had  hfretofote  been  defrayed  from  another  fund. 

That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  has  heretofore  acted  aa 
ibe  agent  of  the  House  and  of  the  Treasury  with  re- 
^ct  to  that  branch  of  expenditure ;  advances  being 
■ade  from  time  to  time  by  the  Treasury  to  him  on  his 
•WD  application,  and  his  disbursements^  after  being 
improved  by  the  committee,  being  ultimately  settled  by 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  accounts. 

That  those  aerrices  appear  to  hare  been  rendered 
vithont  any  law  or  resolution  to  that  effect,  and  that 
the  agency  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  though  not  prop- 
erly belonging  to  his  official  duties,  has  arisen  from  the 
fiatore  of  the  services  which,  from  his  situation,  he  was 
more  competent  to  perform  than  any  other  officer. 

That,  sithongh  owing  to  those  circnmstancea  the 
KTTices  have  heretofore  been  perfbrmed  without  any 
compcnaation  being  allowed  to  that  officer,  and  with- 
oat  bis  giving  security  for  the  trust  thus  repoaed  in 
hiiD,  it  appears  to  the  committee  that,  considering  the 
large  sums  which  now  pass  through  his  handsy  and 
the  iacreased  labor  and  responsibility  resulting  there- 
bway  it  would  be  joat  to  allow  him  a  reasonable  oom- 
peosation  Ibr  those  aervicea ;  while,  at  the  same  time, 
the  public  may  be  secured  against  any  eventual  loss  by 
requiring  him  to  give  security  in  the  same  manner  as[ 
other  officers  intrusted  with  public  moneys.  The  com- 
mittee, therelbre,  submit  the  following  resolutions : 

Raoived,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  be  allowed  a 
commission  of  two  and  a  half  per  centum  on  all  the 
moaeys  diabarsed  by  him  on  account  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  House,  provided  that  the  whole  amount 
allowed  shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars  in  any 
one  year. 

ktioiced.  That  the  Clerk  aforesaid  shall  give  bond 
m  the  sum  Of  ten  thousand  dollars,  with  security,  to  be 
approved  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  for  faith- 
falij  accounting  for  the  moneys  received  by  him  on 
account  of  the  said  contingent  expenses. 


TuESDar,  March  31. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aaron  Qreely; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  for  ascertaining  the 
titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  that  part  of  Louista^ 
fit.  which  lies  east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and 
Island  of  New  Orleans;  which  was  read  twice, 
tod  cocnmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

An  enf^rossed  bill  to  continue  in  force  ''An  act 
to  proTide  for  persons  ^bo  were  disabled  by 
koowD  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
ihe  bill,  ''for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
who  serred  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash," 
vrere  read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  Pre- 
sident's Message,  which  relates  to  Indian  affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  authorize  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Uoited  States  to  ascertain  and  des- 
ignate certain  boundaries"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  select  committee  appointed  to 


inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  confirming  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  *'  relinquishing  to  the  corporation  of  the 
city  of  Xew  Orleans  the  use  and  possession  of  a 
lot  in  the  said  city,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "to  incorporate  Mo- 
ses Austin,  John  Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and 
others,  into  a  company,  by  the  name  of  *  The  Lou- 
isiana Lead  Company,"  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  oh  the  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  Mioifie;"  and  a  bill  *^for  improving 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac,  opposite  the 
City  of  Washington  ;"  as  also  a  bill  "  to  nrovide 
for  designating,  surveying,  and  granting  tne  mil- 
itary bounty  lands;"  in  which  bills  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  oi 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  granting  of 
patents  for  land  according  to  the  surveys  that  have 
been  made,  and  to  grant  donation  rights  to  certain 
claimants  of  land. in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and 
for  other  purposes.  The  bill  was  reported  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

WILLIAM  HUB  BELL. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Hub- 
beU was  read  the  third  time^  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  60,  nays  25,  as  follows: 

YiAi^- Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Baaaatt,  Abi- 
jah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanoa  Bleecker, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  William  Crawford, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davia,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
aeph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinamoor,  William  Ely,  William 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  BoUihg  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A. 
Harper,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Joseph  Lefever,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim»  Arunah  Metcalt  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin, jr., 
James  Pleaaanta,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Josiah  Quincy, 
William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  Jona- 
than Roberta,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samnet  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Lewis  B.  Storgea,  Samuel  Taggart,  John 
Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White. 

Nats — Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown, 
Wm.  A.  Burwell,  Meahack  Franklin,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Jacob  Huft^,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  William  R.  King.  Abner  Lacock,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Hugh  Nelson,  Ebenezer  Searer, 
John  Smilie,  Richard  3tanford,  Silas  Stow,  William 
Strong,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williama,  WUham 


1247 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS- 


124J 


H.  OF  R. 


Indiana  Territery,  ^c. 


April,  18111 


Widgery,  Thomai  Wibon,  Ridiard  Winn,  aad  Robert 

Wright. 

INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  JfiNNiNoa,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  lodiaoa  Territory,  praying  to  ^  admitted 
into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  Slates,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to. a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  Tenritery  of  Indiana  is  a  part  of  the  origi- 
nal territory  northwest  of  the  riyer  Ohio,  and  includes 
so  much  of  the  latter  as  was  ordained  by  the  ordinance 
for  the  government  thereof  to  form  a  separate  and  in* 
dependent  State.  That  the  acts  of  Congress  estab- 
lishing the  Territories  of  Indiana,  Michigan,  and  Illi- 
nois, have  bounded  the  territorial  limits  of  the  former 
by  the  Territory  of  Michigan  on  the  North  ;  by  a  line 
drawn  due  North  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami 
river  on  the  East;  by  the  river  Ohio  on  the  South; 
and  by  the  river  Wabash,  from  its  confluence  with  the 
Ohio  to  Vincennes ;  and  from  thence  by  a  line  to  be 
drawn  due  north  on  the  West  That  (he  Territory  of 
Indiana  has  been  governed  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  ordinance  foresaid,  which  likewise  ordains  that 
the  Territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  should  be  formed 
into  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  States,  and 
that  each  migfatrespectively  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
with  a  population  less  than  sixty  thousand  free  inhab- 
itants. 

Notwithstanding  the  General  Government  has  ex- 
tended the  hand  of  relief  to  the  Territory  now  under 
consideration,  to  the  great  advantage  of  its  citizens, 
who  must  necessarily  submit  to  its  temporary  exist- 
ence and  authority,  by  dispensing  with  some  of  the 
most  arbitrary  features  of  the  ordinanee ;  yet  a  com- 
plete emancipation  from  a  Territorial  government  is 
not  only  desirable,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  your  commit- 
tee, should  be  g^nted  as  soon  as  it  may  be  compatible 
with  the  interest  of  the  United  States  and  the  said 
Territory. 

The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Rewlved,  That  the  Indiana  Territory  should  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  as  an  independent  State,  under 
the  conditions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  a  law  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  whenever 
the  population  of  its  Federal  numbers  shall  amount  to 
thirty-five  thousand,  and  the  fact  thereof  shall  have 
been  ascertained  by  a  census  to  be  taken  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  said  Territory. 


WEDwesDAT,  April  1. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  designating  and  lay- 
ing out  the  military  bounty  lands;  the  bill  for 
improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  PotooMic, 
opposite  the  City  of  Washington ;  and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Charles  Minifie,  were  each  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

The  bill  respectin;^  the  patenting  of  lands  in 
the  district  of  Dftroit,  which  was  yesterday  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resumed,  i^s  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
the  government  of  Louisiana. 


The  motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Lacogc,^ 
prohibit  the  admission  of  slaves  into  the  said  T« 
ritory.  was  negatived— ayes  17.  1 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strikid 
out  sixty  thousand — the  number  of  souls  to  enfl 
tie  the  Territory  in  future  to  become  a  Stated 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  ihereoT  thirty ^ve  thotuandii 
Motion  negatived — ^ayes  29. 

The  Committee  rose  without  debate,  and  rc 
ported  the  bill  with  its  amendments,  in  which  lh| 
House  concurred. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  foi 
a  third  reading. 

GOVERNOR  OF  INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  Jennings  offered  the  following  resolutioa 

Retohed,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referra 
the  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  s 
Indiana,  complaining  of  the  arbitraiy  coodact  of  ihn 
Crovemor  thereof,  in  withholding  his  approbation  to  u 
act  of  their  Legislature,  be  and  hereby  is  inetmcted  u 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorising  a  change  oj 
venue  in  certain  cases  in  said  Territory,  and  that  the) 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  etherwiae. 

Mr.  J.  made  a  number  of  remarks  on  present 
ing  his  resolution.  He  lamented  the  general  prer 
alenceof  a  party  spirit  in  the  community,  which, 
in  the  Territory  in  question,  actuated  erery  offi' 
cer.  from  the  Executive  to  the  lowest — the  judi* 
eiai  officers  not  excepted — insomuch  as  to  corrapi 
the  fountain  of  justice.  The  sheriffs  were  ap^ 
pointed  by  the  Executive,  and  juries  selected  al 
their  discretion,  dbc.  It  was  essential^  he  said,  to 
the  interests  and  welfare  of  every  individual  ia 
the  community,  that  the  purity  of  jury-trial  should 
be  preserved  ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  he  wished 
some  provision  to  be  reported  by  the  committee 
referred  to  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PoiNDSXTER  said  he  could  see  no  objection 
to  the  inquiry;  but  he  conceived  it  superfluous, 
because  by  law  every  citizen  of  the  Territory,  in 
common  with  others,  was  entitled  to  trial  by  jury, 
aiid  to  judicial  proceedings,  according  to  the  course 
of  common  law,  by  which,  as  a  matter  of  course 
he  would  be  entitled  to  a  change  of  venue^  if  h< 
could  not  otherwise  come  safely  to  trial. 

Mr.  Smilib  eaid,  he  believed  a  serious  difficult) 
existed  on  this  subject,  and  that  was-  sufficieoi 
ground  for  inquiry.  He  could  see  no  reason  foi 
objection  to  such  inquiry.  We  had  seen  in  his- 
tory and  experience  enough  of  packed  juries  tc 
guard  against  them,  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  io' 
duce  us  to  secure  the  primarjr  rights  of  the  citizen 

Mr.  Pitkin  could  see  no  objection  to  the  inquiry 
and  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  accordingly. 

POST  ROADS, 

The  House  then  resoWed  itself  into  a  Commit 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  post  roads 
About  1  o'clock  the  Committee  rose  and  reportec 
progress,  because,  at  that  time,  a  Message  wai 
received  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
which  the  Speaker  declared  to  be  of  a  confidentia 
nature,  The  galleries  were  accordingly  cleared 
and  strangers  ordered  to  withdraw. 

The  House  remained  ia  session,  with  dosec 
doors,  until  past  3  o'clock,  when  thejr  adjoorned. 
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TaDB09AT,  April  2. 

A  raestt^  from  the -Senate  informed  the  Rouse 
ibatihe  Seoate  have  pa^ssed  a  bitl  ^  giving  further 
time  for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the  Eastern 
district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans;  in  whieh 
tbey  desire  the  eoncarrence  of  this  Hunse.  They 
hare  also  passed  the  bill  '^  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Orr;"aad  the  bi!i  ^  for  the  at! mission  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to  extend  the 
lavs  of  the  United  States  to  the  said  Siaie,''  wiih 
aQeodrnf Qts  to  each ;  in  which  they  also  desire 
toe  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
schject  had  been  referred,  made  a  report,  eonclu- 
djiigwitb  the  following:  resolution : 

Baolted,  That  provision  should  be  made  for  seen- 
ring  to  both  officen  and  soldiers  of  the  Revplutionayy 
tfiny  of  Vi/ginia  on  that  estabUshmeat,  in  the  land  or 
sea  service  of  the  aaid '  State,  thie  bounty  lands  which 
wire  promised  to  them,  either  by  law  ar  resolution  ^f 
tiM  said  Conmon  wealth,  on  I  of  the  lands  not  other* 
vriie  appropriated,  and  lying  on  the  northwest  of  the 
rivn  Ohio,  within  the  Virginia  cession,  to  be  ef  good 
foaiiiy,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
Utf  proffliies  made  on  the  part  of  Virginia :  and  that 
ifaioffictency  of  good  land,  within  the  meaning  afore- 
oid,  cannot  there  be  found,  that  these  bounties  shall 
^  aatisfied  out  of  any  other  public  lands  of  tho  United 
Sutea  not  otherwise  appropriated.  * 

The  report  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

CAMPAIGN  ON  TH£  WABASH: 

Mr.  McKsB,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs^  made  a  report  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Se&ate  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and 
soUiers  who  served  in  the  late  campaigp  on  the 
Wabash.  The  report  recommends  the  disagree- 
meoi  to  some,  and  the  agreement  to  other  of  the 
said  Amendments.  After  some  observations  from 
Mr.  McKfiB  against  eoocurrtng  in  that  amend- 
mcQt  of  the  Senate  which  strikes  out  the  addi- 
tiunal  month's  pay  to  those  engaged  in  this  cam- 
lai'Q— 

Mr.  Stuart  made  some  remarks  in  support  of 
>(•  He  was  dpposed  to  granting  this  additional 
pay.  Whatever  was  done  in  the  battle  of  Tippe- 
«Qoe,  he  said,  was  done  by  the'  regular  troops ; 
aadifthe  regulars  had  not  been  there,  the  militia 
»ould  hare  been  cut  to  pieces. 

Mr.  McKeb  assented  to  the  truth  of  this  obser- 
Taiiuo;  and  he  added,  if  the. militia  had  not  been 
tsere,  the  regulars  would  have  been  cut  to  pieces ; 
^^^1  mutually  supported  each  other.  Mr.  M. 
>poke  warmly  in  praise  of  the  conduct  of  the 
militia,  particularly  of  Kentucky,  to  whose  good 
foodoci  both  Colonel  Boyd  and  Governor  Har- 
risoD  bad  testified.    If  the  Congress  had  been 

M  u  ^^°  '^  ^'^^  ^  ^^'^  ^^  approbation,  said 
Mr.McKBB,  the  history  of  our  country  presents 
D«  »D»iaace  of  good  conduct  more  worthy  of  such 
y«w»rd,  Tii^  citizens  engaged  in  this  enterprise 
^^  disinterestedljr  left  their  homes  without  a 
nomeoi'a  notice,  >o  support  of  their  country's 
^^^I^Q  a  service  where  danger  and  everything 
^mble  to  the  bammn  mind  nienaced  >  them  at 
***ty  step;  a  service  too  in  which  laurels  could 
i^thCoN.  lSiSx89.— 40 


J  scarcely  be  won.  And  shoald  the  appiobatioQ  of 
their  country  be  withheld  from  aocb  men? 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in  ; 
and  that  ameiHlment  of  the  Senate  disagreed  to 
which  goes  to  deprive  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  adfutional  pay. 

Mr.  Gbvndy  said  that,  in  the  absence  of  the 
chairman,  he  had  been  instructed  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations  to  make  certain  propo« 
sitioos  to  the  House,  which  he  was  particularly 
instructed  to  do  in  a  confidential  manner,  tie 
therefore  reqnesled  that  ihe  gyilleries  should  be 
cleared. 

The  galleries  were  cleared  accordingly,  and  all 
per^ions  other  than  th^  members  and  officers  of 
the  House  were  excluded,  until  a  little  past  four 
oVlock;  when  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  3. 

Mf.  S&YBBRT  presented  a  petition  of  Oliver 
Bvans,  praying  That  he  may  be  allowed,  and  au- 
thorized to  demand  three  per  cent,  on  the  net 
profits  accruing  to  millers'  by  the  use  of  hb  im- 
provements in  the  manufacture  of  flour. — Refer- 
red to  Mr.  Seybert,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Dinsmoor, 
Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  CIuincy. 

Mr.  La  COCK  presented  the  petition  of  Bartholo- 
mew White  of  Pennsylvania,  stating  that  he  un- 
derwent considerable  difficulties  in  consequence 
of  a  prosecutioQ  commenced  against  him  in  the 
year  1807,  under  a  groundless  suspicion  of  his  be- 
ing concerned  in  the  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr, 
by  the  expenses  attending  which  he  has  been 
nearly  or  quite  rained,  and  praying  indemnifica- 
tion from  Congress.  Some  debate  took  place  on 
t4ie  motion  for  reference  of  the  petition ;  Messrs. 
0BO1.8ON,  Fisc.aa<l  Rbba,  opposing  the  reference, 
and  Messrs.  Lacock  and  Stanfohd  supporting  il 
Its  reference  was  supported  on  the  Constitutional 
ground  oi  the  right  or  petitioning,  and  consequent 
claim  to  be  heard ;  and  opposed  on  the  plea  of  the 
palpable  unreasonableness  and  manifest  impro- 
priety of  acceding  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 
The  motion  for  reference  was  negatived  J)y  a  large 
majority,  and  a  vote  passed  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  present- 
ment of  the  grand  jury  for  the  distrrct  of  St.  Louis, 
representing  as  a  grievance  that  the  Judges  of  the 
General  Court  do  not  reside  within  the  district, and 
have  no  interest  in  the  country  over  which  they 
legislate ;  it  states  also  the  necessity  of  some  pro- 
vision on  the  subject  of  land  titles.  Mr.  Rhba  mo- 
ved a  reference  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands. 
Motion  negatived.  It  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  GaoLsoM  reported  favorably  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  F.  Riddick;  and  leave  beiiiff  obtained, 
Mr.  G.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  F. 
Riddick;  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Gholson  reported  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  relief  of  Charles  Mioifie,  without 
amendment ;  and  it  was  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lewis  reported  a  bill  for  conferring  certaio 
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powers  on  the  Levy  Court  of  Washington  eonnty, 
District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  twice  read  and 
commiued. 

Mr.  Bacon  reported  a  bill  allowing  additional 
compensation  (of  one  hundred  and  fifty  doUars 
per  annum)  to  the  Collector  of  the  port  and  dis- 
trict of  PIymo^tb,  North  CaroUna.  Twice  read 
and  committed. 

RETURNED  BILL. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  tbs  United  States  : 

To  ike  Jiou»e  of  Reprtsentativet  of  ike  Umied  States  .- 

Having  examined  and  considered  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  providing  for  the  trial  of  caaaes  pending  in  the 
respective  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  case 
of  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  judges  thereof/' 
which  bill  was  ^presented  to  me  on  the  25lh  of  March 
past,  I  now  return  the  same  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, with  the  following  objections : 

Because  the  additional  services  imposed  by  the  toll 
on  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Oourt  of  the  United 
States  are  to  be  performed  by  them,  rather  in  the  quality 
of  other  judges  of  other  courts,  namely»  judges  of  the 
district  courts,  than  in  the  quality  of  justices  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  They  are  to  hold  the  said"  district 
courts,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  acts  relating  to  the 
said  courts,  which,  are  by  law  required  of  the  district 
judges.  The  bill  therefore  virtually  appoints,  for  the 
time,  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  other  dis- 
tinct offices ;  to  which,  if  compatible  with  their  origi- 
nal offices,  they  ought  to  be  appointed  by  another  than 
a  legislative  authority,  in  pursuance  of  legislative  pro- 
visions authorizing  the  appointments* 
•  Because  the  appeal  allowed  by  law  from  the  decis- 
ion of  the  District  Courts  to  the  Circuit  Courts,  whilst 
it  corroborates  the  construction  which  regards  a  Judge 
of  the  one  Court  as  clothed  with  a  new  office  by  being 
constituted  a  Judge  of  the  other,  submits  for  correo- 
tion  erroneous  judgments,  not  to  superior  or  other 
Judges,  but  to  the  erring  individual  himself,  acting  as 
the  solo  Judge  in  the  Appellate  Court. 

Because  &e  additional  services  to  be  required,  may, 
by  distances  of  places  and  t^e  casualities  contempla- 
ted by  the  bill,  become  disproportionate  to  the  strength 
and  health  of  the  Justices  who  are  to  perform  them,  the 
additional  services  being  moreover  entitled  to  no  adcB- 
tional  compensation;  nor  the  additional  expenses  in- 
curred to  reimbursement  In  this  view,  the  bill  ap- 
pears to  be  contrary  to  equity,  as  well  as  a  precedent  for 
modifications  and  extensions  of  judicial  services  en- 
croaching on  the  Constitutional  tenure  of  judicial 
offices. 

.  Because,  by  referring  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  questions  of  disability  in  the  district  Judges,  and 
of  the  unreasonableness  of  delaying  the  suits  or  causes 
pending  in  the  District  Courts,  and  leaving  it  wiUi  him 
In  such  cases  to  require  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  to  perform  additional' services^  the  bill  introduces 
an  unsuitable  relation  of  members  of  the  Judiciary  De* 
partment,  to  a  discretionaiy  authority  of  the  Execu- 
iivo  Department. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

ApBiir  3»  1818. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  (he  act  alluded  to  in 
the  above  Message  and  which  the  President  has 
returned : 


An  act  providing  for  the  trifcl  of  Causes  pending  in 
respective  District  Courts  of  the  United  States  in  ^ 
of  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  Judges  thereot] 

Be  it  enacted.  That  whenever  satis&ctory  evi^ 
shall  be  sbowa  to  the  President  of  the  United  St 
that,  fiom  the  necessary  absence  or  disability  of 
Judge  of  either  of  the  district  courts  of  the  Ui 
States,  the  decisions  of  the  suits  or  causes  pei 
therein  will  be  unreasonably  delayed,  he  is  hereby  t 
thorixed  to  require  the  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court] 
lotted  to  that  circuit  in  which  such  district  court  oq| 
by  law  to  be  holden,  to  hear  and  determine  all  p^ 
causes ;  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  d 
Justice,  during  the  continuance  of  sudi  absence 
disability  to  Md  the  said  district  court  at  such  tii 
and  place,  at  which  the  same  is  by  law  directed  to 
holden,  and  determine  aO  suits  or  cases  pending  ther^ 
and  to  do  and  perform  all  sueh  acts  relating  to  the  bi 
eourt  which  are  by  law  required  of  the  district  jnd^ 
Provided,  That  the  said  justice  shall  be  authorized 
adjourn  the  said  court  to  such  time  as  he  shsll  think 
expedient ;  and  he  shall  also  have  aotfaority  to  hi 
'special  terms  of  the  said  district  court  for  the  triil 
such  causes  as  may  arise,  during  his  exercise  of  ft 
duties  required  by  thiv  act,  whenever  in  his  opintoQ  i 
ssme  ehall  be  necessary.  And  the  President  of  t 
United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  determine  wb 
such  absence  or  disability  shall  cease  to  exist. 

H.CLAY, 
^9eaktr  of  the  House  of  Represeniatm 

W.H.CRAWFORD, 
President  of  the  Senute  pro  tempore. 

'.  On   motion  of  Mr.  Gold,   the  Message  w 
ordered  to  be  printed;  and  on  motion  of  h\ 
Stanfoad,  it  was  ordered  that  to  to-morrow 
assigned  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  said  bi 
in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitation. 

Mr.  PoETER  said  he  was  instructed  by  the  Coi 
mi  (tee  of  Foreign  Relations  to  submit  to  t 
House  a  proposition  in  their  opiniofi  requiring  t 
crecy.  Whereupon,  the  galleries  and  House  wc 
cleared  of  all  other  persons  than  the  members  si 
officers  of  the  House,  and  so  remaiaed  till 
o'clock,  when  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  April  4. 

Immediately  after  reading  the  Jf»oraal,  the  Hoi 
was  cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  membe 
Clerk,  Sergeadt-at-Arms,  and  Doorkeeper,  and  1 
doors  wers  closed ;  and,  after  remaining  so  I 
some  time,  they  were  again  opened,  and  the  Hoi 
adjourned  about  2  o'clock. 


Monday,  April  6. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hot 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  to  author 
a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  Uoil 
States,"  with  amendments ;  to  which  they  des 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

LOUISIANA  CONVENTION. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  a 
Means,  upon  lea^ve  gi?en,  reported  a  bill,  autbi 
izing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  suspe 
the  payment  of  eertaio  bills  drawn  by  John  Ar 
strong,  late  Minister  of  the  Unitad  States  at  i 
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Coart  of  Fcauee,  iipoa  the  Treasorjr  of  tlie  Uoi- 
ted  States. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  reason*  which  had  indooed 
the  commiitee'  to  report  this  bill,  were  fooaded 
oa  a  transaetion,  which  be  would  briefly  state.  It 
woqU  be  reeoiiected  that,  by  the  Conventioa  be- 
(ireeo  the  United  States  and  France,  commanly 
called  the  Loniskuia  CoQFentidn,  the  Govern* 
fflcQt  of  the  United  Btates  had  a^eed  to  assame 
the  payment  of  a  sam  not  exceeding  twenty  mil* 
kos  of  francs,  on  account  of  debts  due  by  the 
GoTernmeat  of  France  to  the  citizens  o£  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  mode  of  Ik^uidatfng  and  ascer- 
tiioing  these  debts  .was  provided  for  in  the  Con* 
TeotioD,  and  by  the  second  section  of  the  act  of 
NoTember  10,  1803,  it  was  provided  that  the  pay- 
ment of  the  claims  thus  ascertained  should  be 
made  by  orders  drawn  by  the  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  France,  upon  the  Treasury  of  the 
TJoited  States,  who  should  be  charged  with  the 
whole  amount  of  such  payments,  until  he  should 
exhibit  satisfactory  proof  that  such  orders  were 
issoed  conlbrmablv  to  the  Convention,  These 
orders  had  generally  been  drawn  in. favor  of  the 
pen>oiis  in  whose  favor  such  debt.s  had  been  liqui- 
dated, and  there  had  been  no  difficulty  in  giving 
the  American  Minister  credit  for  this  amdtMit, 
when  tbey  were  presented  and  paid  in  that  form. 
Towards  the  close  of  that  adjustment,  however, 
there  remained  about  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
thoQsaDd  francs  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of 
claimaDts,  in  order  to  complete  the  twenty  mil- 
lioQs— the  amount  of  which  was  liquidated  in  fa- 
YOT  of  sundry  persons  having  debts  due  from  the 
French  Grovernment.  Instead,  however,  of  draw- 
ing bills  for  the  sum,  as  usual,  in  favor  of  the 
etaimants,  the  French  Government  insisted,  for 
reasons  which  did  not  distinctly  appear,  that  our 
Mioisier  should  draw  for  this  amount  in  favor  of 
the  Cashier  of  the  French  Treasury,  that  Gov- 
eroment  aaaaming  upon  itself  the  payment  of  the 
particular  claims  on  whose  account  they  were 
dravD.  This  arrangement  was  resisted  for  some 
lime,  batoltioMtely  aeceded  to  by  General  Arm- 
Hioog,  under  a  wish*  finally  ta  close  so  important 
a  transaction.  Notice  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  conducted  was  given  by  hfm  to-  the 
Gorernmeni ;  and  the  Treasury  omoers  being  of 
opinion  that  the  amount  of  the  bills,  if  paid,  could 
sot.  under  the  circumstances,  be  credited  to  him, 
he  requested  that  the  payment  of  them  might  be 
refosed  or  suspended  until  evidence  of  their  proper 
application  should  be  fnraished  )^y  the  French 
Government.  It  was,  however,  the  opinion  of 
tae  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  that,  under  the  law 
of  1803)  he  had  no  discretion  gi^Ven  him  to  refuse 
i&e  payment  of  the  bills  whesever  presented,  whieh 
had  not  yet  been  done,  and  there  was  still  an  op- 
portuaity  to  prevent  their  payment.  The  su  bjeet 
had  been  brought  before  the  Committee  of  ways 
and  Means,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy, 
sometime  since,  who,  from  tiie  difficulties  httena- 
iog  tbe  transaction,  had,  at  the  first  instaaee,  de- 
cLined  to  interfere  ^  jecently,  however,  the  com- 
mttiee  had  been  given  to  understand  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  <um  6f  the,  otie  hoadved  and  fifteen 


ihonaand  francs,  instead  of  being  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  debts  due  to  tne  claimants,  in 
whose  favor  they  had  been  liquidated,  had  been 
diverted  and  applied  for  the  benefit  of  a  person  in 
no  wise  entitled  to  it  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Convention,  and  to  whom  nothing  bad  been  al- 
lowed. Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  con- 
currence with  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  agreeable  to  the  wish  of  General 
Armstrong,  the  committee  had  thought  it  their' 
duty  CO  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  Treasury 
Department  to  suspend  the  payment  of  the  bills, 
whenever  they  should  be  presented,  until  the 
French  Government-should  have  furnished  satis- 
factory proof  that  the  amount  of  the  bills  has  been 
applied  for  the  purposes  provided  for  in  the  Con- 
vention.       ) 

The  bill  was  passed  to  a  second  readingi  mod 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wed- 
nesday. • 

ADMISSION  OP  LOUISIANA. 

Mr.  Grunot  said  that  he  was  instructed  by  a 
committee  to  make. a  report  on  a  subject  which, 
having  been  first  agitated  with  closed  doors,  it 
was  periiaps  proper  that  the  report  should  be 
made  in  the  same  maoner.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  galleries  be  cleared. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  Speakbr,  Mr.  G.  with- 
drew his  morion  to  make  way  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  following  business : 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to  ex- 
tend the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  that  State. 
The  amendments  were  severally  considered  ;  and 
one  relating  to  salaries  was  discussed  io  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  The  amendments  were  jAl 
agreed  to.  iocludiog  that  which  separates  from 
this  bill  the  provision  for  extending  the  limits  of 
the  new  State  so  as  to  include  a  portion  of  the 
Florida  Territory. 

The  bill  further  providing  for  the  government 
of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Mr.  McKsc  opposed  its.  passage,  on  the  ground 
of  the  incompatibility  of  the  second  grade'of  gov- 
vernment  with  public  peace  or  tranquillity.  He 
dilated  on  the  disadvantages  of  this  grade  of  gov- 
ernment, under  which  the  whole  population  was 
sometimes  thrown  into  the  greatest  ferment  and 
commotion  for  the  niost  trinine  cau^^e,  *^  to  waft 
a  feather  or  to  drown  a  fly.''  Fie  adverted  to  the 
petitions  against  this  law  from  the  people  of  that 
Territory  ;  it  appeared  they  were  themselves  di- 
vided in  opinion  in  relatioa  to  the  change.  He 
was  not,  therefore,  for  throwing  this  firebrand 
amongst  them. 

Mr.  McKeb  concluded  his  objections  by  mov- 
ing to  postpone  the  bill  to  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next. 

Mr.  Alston  opposed  the  motion.  He  drew  a 
comparison  between  the  first  and  second  grades 
of  government,  favorable  to  the  latter,  though  he 
expressed  his  abhorrence  of  the  Territorial  form  of 
gorernment  in  say  shi^.  :  The,  compiainta  of 
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divisions  and  disputes  ander  the  second  grade  of 
government  were  not  attrrbntable  to  any  defect 
ID  the  second  grade,  but  to  the  despotic  natdre  of 
the  first,  in  which  the  people  were  not  represented, 
and  bad  no  opportunity  of  making  tbeir  griev- 
ances known,  dbc. 

Mr.  Porter  observed,  that  this  sobjeet  appeared 
likely  to  occupy  considerable  time,  and,  as  it  ap- 
peared 10  him,  of  minor  importance,  to  topics 
which  were  before  the  House,  be  moved  that  it 
lie  on  the  table.  And  the  bill  was  accordingly 
ordered  to  He,  after  a  few  words  of  objection  by 
If r.  Rbga. 

Mr.  PoRTBR  then  stated,  that  he  was  instructed 
by  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  to  make 
a  proposition  to  the  House,  which  was  deemed 
by  them  to  require  confidential  consideration.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  galleries  be  cleared ;  and 
they  were  cleared  accordingly.  The  doors  re- 
mained closed  for  about  half  an  hour.  When  tbe 
doors  were  onened — 

J  - 

PUBUCATION  OF  SECRET  PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  Grdndt,  from  a  committee  which  had 
been  appointed  while  the  House  waa  sitting  with 
elosed  doors,  made  the  following  report:' 

The  committee^  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion directing  aa  inquiry  to  be  made,  whether  there 
has  been  any,  and,  if  any«  what  violation  of  the  se- 
erecy  imposed  by  this  Houm,  during  the  present  ^ibm- 
aion,  as  to  certain  of  itff  proceedings,  have,  according 
to  order,  proceeded  in  said  inquiry,  and  beg  leave  to 
state,  that  under  the  authority  with  which  they  were 
invested  by  the  House,  they  have  caused  to  come  be- 
lore  them  four  witnesses,  whose  testimony  on  oath  is 
aa  followa,  to  wit: 

Obaries  Prentiss  states,  that  he  furnished  to  the  ed- 
itors of  the  "Spirit  of  *8eventy-Six,*'  a  paper  printed 
in  Georgetown,  the  paragraph  giving  an  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Houseof  Representatives,  while 
sitting  with  dosed  doors,  on  the  subject  of  the  em- 
1>argo ;  and  he  further  says,  that  he  did  not  receive  the 
information,  or  any  part  thereof,  which  enabled  him  to 
write  said  paragraph,  from  any  meml>er  of  Congress  or 
ofBorr  of  the  House.  Upon  being  interrogated,  he 
states  that  he  received  the  whole  of  his  information 
Irom  Nathaniel  Rounsavell,  one  of  the  editors  of  the 
Alexandria  Herald ;  that  he  received  it  on  Wednes- 
day late  at  night,  and  he  asked  of  Mr.  Rounsavell 
whether  the  injunction  of  secrecy  had  been  removed. 
HounsavsU  replied  that  he  had  not  inquired*  On 
Thursdsy  morning  the  witness  spoke  to  some  of  the 
nembers  on  the  subject,  and  from  their  oonduct  he 
was  satisfied  thst  the  injunction  of  secre^  bad  not  been 
leuoved ;  notwithstanding  which,  the  witness  sent  the 
paragraph  above  alluded  to  to  the  editors  of  the  Spirit 
of  'Seventy-Six  on  Thorjday. 

John  M.  Carter  and  James  B.  Carter,  editors  of  the 
**  Spirit  of  *Seventy-Six,"  state  that  they  received  from 
Mr.  Prentiss,  in  writing,  the  statement  which  appeared 
in  their  paper ;  that  they  received  no  information  on 
the  subject  from  any  member  orOfiicer  of  the  House. 

Nathaniel  Rounsavell,  upon  being  interrogated,  says, 
be  composed  the  paragraph  which  appeared  in  the 
Alexandria  Herald  of  Friday  last,  containing  a  state- 
ment of  the  secret  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
vesentatives  upon  ths  subject  of  the  embargo ;  that 
be  on  Wednesday  night,  after  the  acyoniMMMit  of  tfae 


House,  derived  a  part  of  the  inftvmation,  on  which  ] 
was  enabled  to  give  the  detailed  account,  from  Iheo^ 
versation  of  msmbara  of  the  fionse^  with  whom  he  t\ 
ddentidly  fell  in  company^  that  he  was  aoquaintj 
with  the  raembeia,  and  they  with  him ;  they  knew  | 
was  present ;  he  partook  in  aome  degree  in  the  o^ 
versation. 

Question  by  the  oommittee— From  the  conven 
tion  of  what  members  did  you  collect  the  informsti^ 
of  which  you  have  spoken  1 

The  witness  refused  to  snswer  the  iDterrogatory. 

Question  2 — ^At  what  place  was  the  conversatij 
held  1 

Witness  refused  to  answer.  ! 

Question  3 — Have  you  seen  the  members  alludj 
to,  or  any  of  them,  since  you  first  .appeared  before  t^ 
committee  on  Saturday  last  1 

Witness  likewise  refused  to  answer  this  interro^ 
tory.  ^  , 

Whereupon  it  is  ordered  by  the  committee  that  tl 
Sergeant-at-Arms  detain  said  Rounsavell  in  his  ct{ 
tody  until  the  pleasure  of  the  House  of  Represent 
tives  relatire  to  the  conduct  of  said  witness  can 
ascertained. 

After  the  report  was  read,  Mr.  Grundy  offen 
the  following  resolution  for  coosideration  : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Sergcant*at-Arms  be  direct! 
to  bring  the  said  Nathaniel  Rounsavell  to  the  bar 
the  House,  there  to  answer  such  questions  as  may 
propounded  to  him  by  the  Speaker,  under  the  directi^ 
of  the  House." 

Much  desoltorjr  discussion  took  place  as  lo  tj 
mod6  of  proceeding  in  this  case,  the  form  of  t| 
proposed  order,  its  conformity  to  precedent,  dbi 
in  which  Messrs.  Pitkin,  Lacock,  SHErFf;| 
Tito  DP,  Tallmadgb,  Grundt,  Fi6k«  and  Wii 
OERT,  took  part.  This  discussion  resulted  in  t| 
proposition  of  a  preamble  to  the  motion,  by  M 
Qrundt,  reciting  the  grounds  of  the  order. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRCfffOT,  the  select  coij 
mittee  were  then  discharged  from  the  furtl^ 
consideration  of  the  subject.  | 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundt,  it  was  resolv^ 
that  several  interrogatories  contained  in  a  papl 
which  he  offered  to  the  House,  should  be  pr| 
posed  to  the  witness. 

Mr.  BoRWELL  suggested  the  propriety  of  fl 
lowing  ibis  person  coOnsel  {  but  withdrew  the  soj 
geniion,  on  its  being  remarked,  that  this  persQ 
appeared  heiore  the  House  in  the  character  ofi 
wiiuess,  not  a  criminal,  and  that  it  was  not  usu 
for  a  witness  to  appear  by  counaeL 

Mr.  Rounsavell  was  then  brooght  to  the  barj 
the  House  by  the  Sergeant-at-Ama. 

Alter  some  hesitation  oo  the. part  of  the  wj 
ness  to  take  the  oat4i  required,  he  was  sworn,  { 
the  usual  form  of  oath  administered  to  witness^ 

The  first  interrogatory  agreed  to  by  the  Houj 
was  put  to  him  by  the  Speaker,  ia  the  folio wio 
words:  '*  From  the  cooversaiioa  of  what  men 
hers  did  you  colleet  the  information  of  wbiti 


you  have  spoken  io  your  deposilioa  before 
eom  mittee  ?" 

To  this  questtoo,  the  witaesa answered  in  th« 
words :  ^  I  refuted  to  aaaver  that. question  wbi 
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before  the  cotnmiltee,  and  I  contt'iMie  sleailfait  in 
tbat  refasai.'* 

Tbe  wiiness  was  ordered  to  withdraw,  aod  the 
Speaker  reported  his  anewer  to  the  Hoase;  hav* 
iBf  deemed  it  no  necessary,  «a  his  rel'osat  to  aa- 
nrerthe  first,  to  propooad  any  other  of  theqtiea- 
dofis. 

Some  eonrenation  arising  as  lo  the  proper 
Bode  of  proeeediog  to  compel  the  witness  to 
tsswer — 

Mr.  D.  R.  WtLLiAMS  said  it  appealed  to  him 
ibat  qoestioDs  affectiog^  the  liherty  of  the  citizen 
vere  oot  of  a  oat  a  re  to  be  acted  on  with  preeip- 
itoQcy,  and  as  the  witness  must  neoessartly  re- 
Hto  in  costody  of  tbe  House  until  otherwise 
irdered.  be  moFed  to  adjourn. 

Tbe  motion  lAs  negatived  by  a  very  .small 
rnjonty. 

A  doubt  was  started,  as  this  person  was  now 
ietaioed  under  an  order  of  a  comindttae,  and  Chat 
Mimnittee  had  been  dissoWed,  whether  it  would 
liect  bim  after  the  House  should  adjourn. 

Mr.  Sbtbbrt,  after  staling  his  indisposition  to 
»craach  on. the  rights  of  the  .citizen,  which, 
kftvefer,  most  yield  to  the  superior  rights  of  the 
itiioo;  which  required  them  to  act. in  this  case, 
Dggested  tbe  proprieiy/of  recommitiing  this  per- 
ns to  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  until 
brtber  order  should  be  taken  by  the  House,  and 
^rereotiag  him  iii4he  meantime  from  communi- 
rstiog  with  those  from  whose  conversation .  he 
aigbt  have  derived  his  information.  WiUi  this 
new  be  offered  the  foiiowing  resolution : 

Betobedf  That  NaOismel  Rounsaveli  tie  committed 
ta  tbe  custody  of  the  8ergeaat-at«Arms  until  further 
iff^r,  and  thai  in  the  meantime  he  be  precluded  from. 
)JI  iDieroouiae  ax  coqversatioa  with  any  person  or  per« 
MttB  other  than  the  Serge«nt-at*Arms. 

Mr,  J0BN8ON  said  -he  hoped  he  never  should 
lose  sivbt  of  the  dignity  of  the  House,  nor  was 
Iteless  disposed  than  any  other  member  to  probe 
hU  matter  to  the*  bottom.  While  he  Would,  he 
I«clared,  always  be  ready  to  support,  even  with 
i\&  life,  tbe  respect  due  this  assembly,  he  would 
^th  equal  firmness  oppose  aa^  invasion  of  the 
tifrbtsof  any  loan  in  society  without  neoessity. 
^hjr  was  this  witness  to  be  precluded  from  the 
coarersation  of  his  friends?  He  was  committed 
!br  obstinacy,  which  did  not  inflict  a  stain  on 
kiai,bur  elsewhere,  if  it  affected  anyone  di»rep- 
BUbly.  What  crime  had  he  been  goiily  of  to 
Varna t  the  course  proposed  ?  L»et  any  member. 
B^gest,  upon  his  honor,  that,  he  believes  .this  in- 
'^7idual  will  probably  be  corrupted — that  he  will 
>«  induced  to  swerve  from  the  truth— ajid  there 
s^gbt  be  some  plausible  ground-  for  the  prooe- 
^Qre.  He  was  not,  he  said,  so  tenacious  of  the 
^pect  due  to  this  House — of  its  dignity,  if  gen* 
t^meo  lilced  th'e  word  better^as'  to-  wreak  the 
vhale  weight  of  its  rengeaace  on  this  individual;: 
Tbe  man  whose  hands  are  stained  with  the  blood 
^^  bis  fdlow-eltizen,  even  he  has  a  right  to  see 
bis  wife,  his  child,  his  friend,  or  brbther.  Tbe 
^1^  eriminal  in  a  penitentiary  has  the  right  to 
^  bis  friends  even  out  of  the  presence  of  his 
^per;  and  shaU  thia  indtTidoal  be  denied  the 


same  right  ?  I  trust  in  Ood  we  shall  never  staia 
the  honor  of  this  House  and  nation  by  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  resolution.  It  infringes  the  rights 
of  the  citizen,  and  partakes  of  barbarity  and 
cruelty. 

Mr.  Seyhbrt  rose  in  justice  to  himself. ,  He 
said  be  could  assure  his  friend  from  Kentucky 
that  he  had  as  little  disposition  as  any  one  to  in* 
fringe  the  rights  of  the  citizen ;  but  the  preser- 
vation of  the  nation  was  a  paramount  object;  to 
prevent  the  disclosure  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
National  Councils  whea  it  is  essential  that  they 
should  not  be  divulged.  This  man  in  his  testi- 
mony had  implicated  qaembers  of  Congress;  un- 
til he  should  partieularize  them  every  one  would 
be  Mispected.  The  practice  of  every  legislature 
and  judicial  tribunal  would  justify  them  in  com* 
pelling  him  to  answer. 

Mr.  Bibb  submitted  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  whether  there  was  any  necessity  to 
preclude  this  person  from  communication  with 
others.  There  was  00  member  of  the  House 
who  would  not  rej.oice  that  he  should  give  testi- 
mony, rather  than  that  they  should  be  under  th^ 
necessity  of  punishing  bim.  If  he  were  permit- 
ted to  consult  his  friends,  he  might  to-morrow  ba^ 
willing  %o  five  testimony. 

Mr.  SBBFFfiY  suggested  the  addition  of  the 
words  ^*  unless  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms.''  This  would  do  away  the 
objectionable  part  of  the  motion,  and  must  at  the 
same  time  check  any  improper  communicatioa 
he  might  have  with  members  or  others. 

Mr.  Seybbbt  readily  agreed  to  such  a  modifi* 
cation  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  all  that* 
pert  of  the  motion  which  restricts  the  witness  ia 
his  intercourse  with  others. 

Mr.  McKee  doubted  whether  the  House  pos- 
sessed the  power  which  it  was  proposed  to  exer- 
cise. Until  they  should  obtain  the  power  by  aa 
act  of  Congress,  he  was  inclined  to  think  they 
had  not  power  to  punish  this  person. 

Mr.  RoBfiBTs '  said  he  did  not  view  the  pro- 
posed proceeding  as  a.puniiihment.  but  merely  as 
a  precautionary  toeasure.  The  House  had  power 
to  bind  its  members  to  secrecy.  In  this  case  a 
publication  of  their  proceedings  had  taken  place  \ 
an  inquiry  is  instituted  through  %  select  commit- 
tee; and  in  the  course  of  that  inquiry 'in for ma- 
tioa  is  obtained  that  the  proceedings  were  dis- 
closed by  certain  members  of  the  House.  Itnow 
became  a  matter  of  imperious  duty  on  the  part 
of  the  House  to  purge  itself  of  the  charge  which- 
indiscriminately  attached  to  all^  from  the  gene- 
rality of  the  evidence.  He  did  not  view  this 
person  in  the  light  of  a  criminal,  but  precisely  in 
the  situation  of  a  witness  befofe  a  juuicial  tribu- 
nal who  refused  to  answer.  It  was  now  pro- 
posed, to  detain  him  until  he  should  give  evi*- 
dence.  In  case  he  refused,  Mr.  R.  said  he  thought 
the  House  owed  It  to  itself  to  interrogate  ita 
members  seve/Mly  whether  in  the  presence  and 
hearing  of  this  witness  they. had  given  such  ia- 
formation,  dtc.  The  preclusion  from  private  in- 
tercourae  was  merely  to  guard  against  any  col- 
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lasioo  of  the  witness  with  those  who  xnigfat  be 
coocerned. 

Mr.  JoHHsoN  again  spoke,  and  reprobated  the 
course  proposed  to  \  e  taKen. 

Mr;  Pitkin  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  pro* 
posed  inhibition  of  intercourse.  Should  we  go 
so  far  as  to  say  he  shall  have  no  intercourse  ex- 
cept with  our  officers,  it  would  be  the  most  extra- 
ordinary exercise  of  power  I  ever  heard  of. 
When  committed  to  jail  shall  we  say  that  no 
person  shall  have  access  to  him  but  bis  jailer? 
For  the  Sergeant-at-Arros  is  in  this  respect  only 
a  temporary  jailer.  It  is  better,  In  my  apprehen- 
sion, that  the  person  who  disclosed  the  secret 
should  go  free  than  that  we  should  thus  violate 
the  liberty  of  the  citizen; 

Mr.  Mi LN OR  said  he  couid  not  agree  in  opin- 
ion with  his  honorable  friend  who  had  lust  sat 
down.  He  apprehended  the  difficulty  in  this  case 
arose  from  not  distinguishiog  between  the  case 
of  a  persbn  committed  for  trial,  in  which  case  be 
IS  allowed  counsel,  and  the  case  of  a  person  com- 
mitted for  contempt  of  the  authority  of  a  court. 
So  far  from  considering  the  proposed  course  as  a 
violation  of  personal  right,  I  consider  it  as  mercy 
to  the  whnesa;  because  if  an  influence  has  been 
exerted  upon  his  mind  to. prevent  him  from  devel- 
oping the  facts  in  this  ease,  it  would  be  very 
proper  that  he  should  have  an  opportunity  g[ 
cool  reflection,  for  which  he  perha))S  had  not  tiad 
time,  as  he  bad  been  brought  suddenly  before 
them.  The  witness,  Bffr.  M.  said,  had  no  claim 
to  the  merdy  of  the  House ;  nevertheless  he  was 
willing  this  species  of  mercy  should  be  extended 
to  him,  to  five  him  an  opportunity  of  exercising 
his  own  unniassed  reflection. 

^Mr.  Macon  observed  that  this  question  did  not 
appear  to  him  to  merit  the  importance  attached 
to  It.  After  this  person  bad  been  in  the  custody 
of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  nearly  three  day«,  unre- 
stricted  innis  intercourse  or  communication  with 
others,  to  deprive  him  of  such  intercourse  now 
would  be  to  shut  the  door  after  the  horse  was 
gone.  He,  therefore,  could  see  no  necessity  for 
the  latter  part  of  the  resolution. 

.  Mr.McKEE  asked  whether  there  was  any  power 
delegated  by  the  Constitution  to  this  House  which 
would  justify  the  passage  of  the  resolution.  This 
House  was  clothed  with  t)o  other  authority  in 
this  respect  than  what  was  delegated  to  it  by  the 
Constitution  ;  and  he  had  examined  the  Consti- 
tution in  vain  to  find  such  an  authority.  Parlia- 
mentary history  to  this  dajr  furnished  them  but 
one  precedent,  and  that  was  in  the  case  of  Wilkes; 
and  if  we  proceed  as  is  now  proposed,  we  shall 
find  ourselves  situated  in  regard  to  this  man  as 
the  British  Parliament  found  themselves  in  re- 
sard  to  Wilkes.  He  called  upon  the  ffentleman 
iTom  Virginia  (Mr.  Shefpey)  particularly,  who 
bad  spoken  so  decidedly  early  m  the  debate,  to 
point  out  in  what  manner  the  House  possessed 
the  power.  He  asked  gentlemen  who  approved 
the  proposition  to  take  the  torch^to  their  hand, 
and  let  him  and  others  follow  according  to  the 
light  they  should  shed. 
Mr.  Shbppet  said  he  did  not  know  why  he 


should  be  partiealarlv  called  upon  for  an  ex 
nation  of  this  subject  $  why  be  should  be  calk 
upon  to  support  an  offspring  not.his  own ;  for  b 
bad  no  share  inthis  part  of  the  resolution.  Tbj 
was  not  80  novel  a  power  as  the  eentleman  a| 
peared  to  suppose.  The  honorable  gentlema 
doubtless  had  voted  for  the  inquiry — as  only  thr^ 
members,  he  believed,  voted  against  it.  If  iJ 
have  a  power  to  inquire,  is  it  a  power  only  tos^ 
how  the  fact  is?  Does  the  gentlemen  mean  t 
say  that  we  have  the  power  to  inquire,  and  tbi 
we  have  no  power  to  dp  anything  else  1  Do^ 
the  gentleman  suppose  that  we^  have  the  pow^ 
to  inquire  without  making  that  inquiry  effectual 
The  gentleman  has  too  much  good  sense,  sir,  ^ 
suppose  any  such  thing.  If  an  Jndividual  iote^ 
poses  his  will  against  that  of  thR  House,  it  is  n< 
cessary  that  we  should  have  the  right  to  comp^ 
him  to  yield.^  The  question  then  occurs  in  wh^ 
manner  this  ^hall  be  acconiplished  ?  We  ma{ 
keep  him  in  custody  until  he  makes  the  declari 
tion  we  require  of  him.  We  have  a  right  to  n 
pel  a  member  on  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  tli 
House.  Suppose  we  had  cause  to  believe  that 
member  had  acted  iu  sueh  a  way  as  lo  merit  e| 
pulsion,  and  that,  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  rela 
tin^  to  his  conduct  was  in  the  boaom  of  certai 
individuals;  to  a  committee  of  this  House  dj 
rected  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  an  indiridafl 
acknowledges  his  privity  to  the  fads,  but  refas« 
to  disclose  them.  Tfate  individual  bids  defianc 
to  your  authority ;  and  are  you  now  called  upo| 
to  say  where  is  your  authority  to  punish  bi^ 
therefor  ?  Upon  such  a  question  as  that  coq1| 
there  be  a  moment's  hesitation  ?  Does  it  not  foj 
low.  if  we  can  expel  a  member  for  misbebarioo 
we  pave  a  right  to  use  all  the  means  necessary  i 
discover  whether  be  has  been  guilty  of  misbeba 
vioor  or  not  7  The  person  who  is  the  subject  g 
the  proposed  motion  stands  before  us  in  thechs^ 
acter  of  a  refractory  witness.  If  we  have  od 
the  power  to  compel  him  to  answer,  we  ougbt  tj 
go  home  $  we  ought  not  to  sit  here  for  one  nxj 
ment.  The  gentleman  can  find  no  express  del< 
gation  of  such  a  power  to  the  House,  and  ther^ 
fore  argues  against  it.  Did  not  the  gentlema 
vote  for  the  inquiry  ?  Where  is  the  express  del 
egation  of  power  to  make  the  inquiry  ?  It  ^ 
not'to  be  found ;  it  results  from  the  delegation  <i 
other  powers.  You  have  a  certain  power  ei 
pcests^y  given,  and  hence  results  all  the  powd 
necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect.    You  have  tb 

Eower  to  purge  thii  HoOse  from  impurity ;  aotl 
aviog  this  power,  you  have'  the  power  to  cooi 
pel  the  production  of  evidence.  There  is  notbioj 
more  important  as  respeets  the  effieacv  of  got 
ernment,  the  individual  and  collective  aigoity  o 
this  body,  than  that  we  should  assert  and  exel 
cise  ibis  power  when  it  becomes  hecessary.  Kr 
ery  one  knows  my  sentiments  on  the  suoject  o 
secrets ;  but,  when'  secrecy  is  once  decided  ot 
its  violation  ought  to  be  punished  with  the  u< 
most  severity ;  and  we  ou^ht  not  to  be  deterrd 
from  it  by  false  alarms  of  mvading  the  liberty/^ 
the  oitizen.  Your  respect  for  the  individual  lib 
erty  of  the  ettizen  paralyzes  all  your  efforts  ti 
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psoish  bim  for  a  coDCeiopt  of  jfoor  order !  This 
s  defei ting  instead  of.8up|;ioruog  jastiee.  Tbis 
menl  it  is  said,  was  of  no  importance.  But  one 
iff  ret  is  in  that  respect  as  important  as  another. 
b disciosore may  hare  been  inadvertent;  but  if 
i  bas  been  inade  by  a  member  with  his  eyes 
3^0.  it  oogbt  to  be  severely  punished. 

Mr.  Fi9c  said  it  was  a  primary  principle  of 
:&e  CoDstitotioo  that  a  man  Who  is  made  amen- 
tbie  to  a  public  tribunal  shall  have  the  benefit  of 
eoQDwl— that  his  friends  shall  have  access  to  him* 
For  the  refusal  of  this  privilege  other  €k>vern- 
seats  had  been  justly  accused  of  despotism. 
Tberery  refosai  of  this  man  to  answer  showed 
tbat  be  acted  from  principle.  For  one,  Mr.  F. 
aid.  he  5hould  have  thought  it  a  disclosure  of  no 
secret  if  ai^ked  whether  Mr.  Bassett  was  in  the 
Chair,  to  have  answered  yes.  Or,  if  asked  who 
sad  spoken,  to  have  mentioned  their  names.  The 
>ecrei  is,  what  you  are  about,  what  you  have 
dooe.aDd  not  those  unimportant  particulars.  Mr. 
P.  was  in  faror  of  the  motion. 

Previoos  to  taking  the  question  Mf.  NsLSOif 
3ored  an  adjournment. — Motion  lost. 

Theqoestion  on  striking  out  so  •much  of  the 
BOtioQ  as  precludes  the  witness  from  conversa- 
tion with  any  one  unless  in  the  presence  and  hear- 
ing of  the  Sergeaot-at-anns,  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

TiA»— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
veiuon  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell 
Busett.  William  W.  Bibb,  WilUam  Blackledge,  WU- 
auo  \.  Burwell,  John  C.  Oalhoan,  Langdon  Cheves, 
WHhim  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  DaTis, 
ioho  Dawaon,  Saranei  Dinamoor,  Eliaa  Earle,  Jamea 
£isott,  James  Piak,  Thomaa  Oholaon,  Felix  Grundy, 
B«Uiog  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
HawM,  Jsoob  Httfty,  JohnM.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jack- 
«&t  jr.;  Richaad  iA.  Johnaoni  Joseph  Kent,  William 
H-  Kmg,  Abner  Lacock,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Lit^ 
lie.  Robert  he  Boy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
MicoD,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexan- 
der KcKim,  Samuel  L.  MitchiH,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  XeUoD,  Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam  Piper,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
A^dolph,  John  Rhea,'  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer 
^e,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw, 
ioiiD  Sfflilie,  Silaa  Stow,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B. 
«af?ei,  Uii  Tracy,  George  M,  Troup,  and  David  R. 
Williams — 62. 

^'iTs— Jamea  Breokenridge,  WiUiam  Botler,  Mar- 
UB  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  Asa  Pitch,  Isaiah  L. 
^neo,  Lyman  Law,  William  Lowndes,  James  Mihior, 
Thomu  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson, 
WiUiam  Reed,  Hennr  M.  Ridgely,  John  Roane,  Adam 
^bert,  Daniel  Shefley,  Geoige  Sm^,  Richard  Stan* 
^  PhiUp  Stuart,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomaa  Wil- 
««a— 22. 

Tbe  question  was  then  stated  on  the  motioD  a« 
.an  amended,  viz : 

"That  Nathaniel  Ronnaaveil  be  committed  to  the 
<^aody  of  the  Sergeant-at*Anns  nntii  the  further  or- 

ilenoC  the  House." 

Mr.  Nelson  observed  that  when  he  made  the 
niotioD  to  adjourn  it  was  from  no  light  consider- 
ation; he  bad  wished  in  that  munner  tt>  get  rid 
(f  the  buuness.    It  was  hia  deliberate  conviction 


that  this  man  had  cost  the  House  trouble  and  ex- 
pense enough,  and  that  the  best  course  they  could 
take  was  to  discharge  him.  He  considered  the 
person  as  too  contemptible  to  deserve  so  much 
notice,  and  the  offence  on  his  part  of  so  trivial  a 
nature  that  it  was  unwise  to  meddle  with  it.  If 
the  man  has  ambition,  he  wants  nothing  but  tal- 
ents to  become  as  popular  as  Wilkes,  Sir  Francis 
Burdett,  or  other  popular  champions.  The  per- 
secution of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  had  made  him 
the  idol  of  the  people,  and  like  causes  would  pro- 
duce like  effects.  His  remarks,  Mr.  N.  said,  did 
not  go  to  mitigate  the  trensgression  of  the  mem- 
bers who  had  violated  the  secrets  of  the  House ; 
he  spoke  only  of  the  individual  now  before  them.- 
This  was  in  truth  a  contest  between  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  the  freedom  of  the  press 
of  Amerrea.  if  we  pursue  this  business — if  the 
man  ha ve^rmness  enough  to  persevere — the  most 
glorious  opportunity  is  presented  him  to  become 
one  of  the  most  conspicnoas  characters  of  the 
present  day.  He  wished  the  resolution  might 
not  pass,  though  it  appeared  probable  that  It 
would. 

The  cj^eaiion  was  taken  on  the  resolution,  and 
it  passed  by  a  very  large  majority. 

TuESOAY,  April  7. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase 
or  lease  the  old  City  Hall,  in  the  city  of  New 
York;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  Moanow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate'^to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John  Rice 
Jones,  Hen,ry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a  company, 
by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead  Company," 
reported  the  same^  without  amendment. — Com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thurs-' 
day  next. 

The  House  lookup  for  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  authorizing  a  de- 
tachment of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 
The  amendments  are  all  matters  of  detail,  except- 
ing a  new  provision  for  abolishing  corporal  pun- 
ishment. All  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
agreed  to,  a  slight  verbal  amendment  however 
having  been  made  to  one  of  them,  which  required 
tbe  sending  the  bill  again  to  tbe  Senate. 

The  amendments  df  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr,  were  read  and  con- 
curred in. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  giving 
further  time  for  registering  claims  in  the  western 
land  district  of  Orleans  ]  which  was  twice  read, 
and-  committed  to  the  Committe  of  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Key,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  addi- 
tional compensation  should  be  allowed  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Indian  Department,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  increased,  duties  imposed  by  law 
on  that  officer.  Mr.  Key,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Jobn- 
son,  Mr.  McBryde,  and  Mr.  Troup,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 
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A  message  from  the  Senate  io formed  the 
House  tliat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  eoli- 
tied.  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  Ad 
act  to  raise  an  additional  military  force/'  passed 
January  lU  1812;"  which  bill  was  passed  by  this 
Houf>e  ander  the  injunction  of  secrecy. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsidet  the  bill 
passed  by  the  two  Houses,  entitled  ^'  An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  trial  of  causes  depending  in  the. 
respective  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in 
case  of  the  absence  ,or  disability  of.  the  judges 
thereof,"  which  had  been  returned  by  the  Presi- 
dent with  objections:  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Grumdy,  the  bill  and  objections  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  was  rebeived  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  in  conform- 
ity to  a  resolution  of  this  House  calling  for  infor- 
mation of  debts  due  for  work  done  on  the  Public 
Buildings,  together  with  a  letter  of  Mr.  Latrobe 
on  the  same  subject. 

[The  letter  of  the  Superintendent  transmits  to 
the  President  a  statement  in  detail  made>by  Mr. 
Latrobe,  by  whom  the  expenditure  had  been  au- 
thorized, of  the  amount  due  for  work  on  the  Pub- 
lie  Buildings,  the  total  or  recapitulation  of  which 
is  as  follows : 

Capitol 5,967  79 

Sculptors  -  -  -  -  -  3  823  75 
President's  House  -  -  .  -  1,683  52 
Greneral  Expenses  ....    2,950  00 

S14425  06 


The  Message  and  documents  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  anc)  Means. 

PUBLICATION  OF  SECRET  PROCEEDINGS. 

A  letter  was  laid,  before  the  House  from  Na- 
thaniel Rouosavell,  the  witness  now  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Sergeant- at-Arms.  The  letter  dis« 
claims  any  inteiHion  to  have  violated  the  respect 
due  to  the  House  by  the  publication  which  he 
had  made;  it  declares  that  the  conversation  which 
the  writer  bad  was  inadvertent, as  he  believes,  on 
the  part  of  the  members  who  partook  in  it,  and 
entirely  without  any  intention  on  their  part,  as 
he  believes,  to  violate  the  order  of  the  House; 
that  he  had  been  refused  by  the  committee  an 
opportunity  to  explain  his  testimony ;  and  that 
his  only  motive  for  refusing  to  answer  was.  that 
if  he  were  to  answer  the  question  as  propounded 
to  him,  it  might  have  the  effect  of  cripiinating 
those  who  had  committed  no  crime,  and  from 
whose  conversation,  but  for  previous  and  subse- 
quent  knowledge,  he  could  not  have  ascertained 
that  an  embargo  had  been  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion. &c. 

^r.  Smilie  said  it  was  in  his  power,  he  be- 
lieved, to  make  a  statement, to  the  House  which 
would  procure  a  discharge  of  this  man.  Had  the 
original  motion  succet^ded  yesterday,  he  should 
then  have  risen  and  staled  what  he  was  now 
about  to  say,  because  he  had  been  determined  that 
the  man  should  not  suffer.    I  do  believe,  said  Mr. 


S.,  that  the  substance  of  the  information  wbici 

Mr.  Rouosavell  published  in  his  paper,  be  die 

derive  from  conversatioaof  myself  with  otbersi 

whether  he  got  other  particulars  from  other  memj 

hers,  I  know  not.    The  eircumstance  was  tbisj 

The  night  the  embargo  law  passed  this  House, ^ 

met  with  a  member  who  was  absent,  and  igooj 

rant  of  what  had  passed.    Upon  meeting  witlj 

this  gentleman  be  inquired  of  me  what  had  beeq 

done  }    I  briefly  told  him,  and  I  have  reason  u 

believe  Mr.  Rouosavell  was  in  such  a  siiuatioo 

as  to  hear  what  I  said.    Having  made  this  5taie{ 

ment,  I  will  make  a  few  other  remarks.     I  had  i 

seat  in  Congress  when  each  of  the  former  em 

bargoes  under  this  Constitution  were  laid.    Th^ 

mode  in  which  they  came  before  the  House  wa 

in  those  cases  »uch  as  to  enable  us  to  keep  tbenj 

secret.    In  every  instance  except  the  present, th^ 

first  intimation  relative  to  th^  embargo  cim^ 

from  the  President  to  the  House  in  a  confideQiiaj 

shape,  and  the  doora  were  immediately  ciosedj 

What  was  the  fact  in  this  case  ?    The  measurj 

originated  in  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relaj 

lions.    It  was  proposed  there  that  it  should  fa^ 

kept  secret;  when  a  member  of  the  committed 

rose  and  declared  he  would  not  be  bound— hi 

would  not  keep  it  a  secret.    This  destroyed  ^ 

once  the  efficacy  of  any  suoh  deteriainatioD  o| 

the  part  of  the  committee;  we  might  as  vel 

have  discussed  the  subject  with  open  doors  ai 

with  closed  doors,  bad  it  not  been  from  respecl 

to  the  Message  of  the  President  recommeodiDi;! 

different  course.    What   was  published  in  tb^ 

Ekrald^  therefore,  was  of  no  imporiaoce ;  whei 

the  suited  of  discussion  was  known  to  all,  i 

was  of  very  little  consequeoce  to  know  who  «a{ 

chairman,  and  who  spoke,  and  liow  nmny  voted 

If  the  House  must  have  a  vi^ftlm,  and  it  appearj 

to  me  some  gentlemen  would  be  very  willing  t< 

have  one,  I  offer  myself  in  th^roora  of  this  idso 

he  has  suffered  too  much  already.    The  quo  an^ 

into  constitutes  the  essence  of  every  crime;  i! 

cannot  then  be  supposed,  after  the  warm  suppoi^ 

I  have  given  to  this  measure,  that  I  could  harl 

any  unfriendly  intention  towards  it.  I  well  kDoV 

the  powers  of  this  House;  and  I  know  the  iim 

its  of  those  powers.     The  House  will  take  sucl 

steps  as  they  think  proper.    I  have  taken  m| 

ground  ;  I  am  prepared  for  the  event.     He  womU 

further  observe  that  in  relation  to  the  suspicion  a 

menabers  having  influenced  Rouosavell  to  refuse 

to  answer,  that  he  bad  not  seen  him  from  tbi 

time  of  the  conversation  he  bad  stated  until  afte 

his  appearing  be(bre  the  committee  and  refusini 

to  answer. 

Mr.  Smilie  was  asked  to  name  the  member  o 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whon 
he  had  just  alluded,  and  replied  that  his  nam< 
was  nosecretr— it  was  Mr.  Randolph. 

Mr.  Jennings  said  it  might  not  be  improper  t( 
state  that  he  lodged  in  the  same  house  with  tb< 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania ;  that  he  (Mr.  J.j 
was  not  well  on  the  first  of  April,  and  had  iei 
the  House  a  little  after  twelve  o'clock  in  the  day 
that  he  continued  at  home  during  the  day  unti 
the  House  adjourned  j  that  thie  gentleman  fron 
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Peaosjrlraoia  (Mr.  Smilib)  was  one  of  the  first 
nembers  who  had  come  iDto  the  room'after  ad« 
joorninent,  aad  was  asked  by  Mr.  J.  what  had 
been  done ;  to  which  Mr.  S.  replied  that  the  law 
bad  passed,  and  perhaps  stated  the  majority  ;  that 
I  momeot  after,  he  (Mr.  J.)  saw  the  witness 
(RouDsavell)  appearing  at  the  door.    Nothing 
fariher  that  he  could  recollect  was  said,  thoa^h 
it  might  have  beeo,  and  he  not  hare  heard  of  it. 
Mr.  Calhoun  said,  that  the  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, '(Mr.   Rav> 
DOLPH,)  to  whom  allosioq  had  been  made,  not 
beiog  in  his  seat,  he  would  state  how  the  fact 
jost  stated  had  occurred  io  the  eomriiittee.   Toat 
geotlernan  stated  (said  Mr.  C.)  rhat  he  had  doubts 
of  the  power  of  the  committee  to  compel  him  to 
secrecy;  but  the  gentleman  also  staled  that  he 
bad  just  returned  from  Baltimore  where  he  found 
tbe  British  Consul  possessed  the  knowledge  of 
so  iateoded  embargo,  and  that  a  great  commer- 
citl  bouse  was  acting  on  it,  and  therefore  he  did 
oot  Icel  it  bis  duty  to  keep  the  secret.    I,  sir^  was 
tite  one  who  made  the  motion  that  our  proceed* 
io^ should  be  eonfideniial.    After  the  statement 
made  bj  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  proclaim  the  fact,  com- 
bined with  other  circumstances.  I  did  not  reel  so 
strongly  the  obligation,  and  the  motion  for  se- 
crecy was  waived.    Under  tbe  impression  that  it 
vu  DO  longer  a  duty  to  confine  the  knowledge 
of  tbii  transaction  to  the  bosom  of  the  committee, 
I  meotioned  it  to  the  geirtlemen  from  Boston  and 
other  commercial  cities,  that  tbey  might  be  aware 
of  the  transaction  ;  1  did  it  from  a  sense  of  duty, 
tbtttbey  mrght  be  as  well  informed  on  this  bead 
»8  oiber  members  of  the  House.    I  believe  the 
House  will  see,  if  a  committee  have  not  power 
to  enforce  secrecy  on  its  members  in  relation  to 
its  proceedings,  we  shall  frequently  be  very  dis- 
a^eeably  situated;  but  any  such  determination 
appetriog  in  this  case  nugatory,  and  means  being 
taken  to  diCTose  the  koowLedse  of  what  passed,  on 
acoQ^ultation  with  others  of  the  committee,  we 
coDceived  it  unnecessary,  as  it  would  be  unavail- 
iog,  to  cooeeal  from  the  members,  at  least,  what 
bad  passed  in  committee. 

Mr.  QuiNCT  rose  to  state  the  circumstances  as 
tbey  bad  occurred  on  the  day  alluded  to,  and  he 
bad  it  in  his  power  to  do  so,  because,  anticipating 
:t)at  9ome  difficulty  might  arise,  and  wishing  to 
telieye  himself  from  blame,  he  had,  on  the  liiorn- 
iag  after  the  occorrencie,  committed  it  to  paper, 
« follows: 

^'MarchSI,  1813. 

"  MiKomiif  sirx^— Mrl  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina, 
i.  member  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  thin 
(^ay  informed  me  that  <  the  Comsaittee  of  Foreign  Re- 
Utioiu  had  come  to  a  determination  that  an  embargo 
flhoold  bo  proposed  to  CongroM  for  its  adoption  to- 
"^^'TTow/  I  asked  him  if  I  was  at  liberty  to  mention 
this  IS  a  fact  from  him.  He  replied  that  <  I  was  at 
iibeity/  He  said  'that  the  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee vere  generally  of  opinion  that  the  subject  should 
b«  kept  eeereL  But  Mr.  Randolph,*  one  of  the  com- 
ntittee,  had  declared  that  he  would  not  consider  him- 
•elf  boond  to  any  each  obligation.    The  oommittee^ 


therefore,  had  thought  that  it  w«s  but  fair  to  give  an 
'equal  chance  to  all  the  gentlemen  in  Congress.  And 
that  he  informed  me  of  the  fact,  as  a  member  from  a 
comraereial  town,  in  order  that  I  might  communicate 
it  to  my  mercantile  friends.* 

<'  I  soon  after  went  to  him  and  asked  him,  <  whether 
the  embargo  would  come  as  an  Executive  recommend- 
ation.' He  replied,  '  I  do  not  deem  myself  authorized 
to  answer  that  question.' 

**  I  find  the  same  information  has  been  communi- 
cated by  other  members  of  the  committee  to  various 
members  of  Congress. 

«J08UH  QUINCT." 

* "  Mr.  Calhoun  has  since  stated  to  me,  that  the* 
reasons  given  by  Mr.  Randolph  for  refusing  to  agree 
to  the  injunction  of  seorecy  were,  lst«  That  he  doubted 
the  right  of  the  committee  to  enjoin  secrecy ;  %A,  That 
having  just  returned  from  Baltimore,  he  had  heard, 
while  in  that  city,  that  tbe  intention  to  lay  an  embargo 
was  already  kown  in  that  ei^»  and  that  the  British 
Consul  and  a  great  mercantile  house  there  were  then 
acting  on  the  information*  J.  Q." 

Mr.  SarBaiiT  said,  after  what  had  boen  stated 
by  his  colleague,  it  was  very  evident  that  the  in* 
formation  which  had  found  its  way  to  tbe  public 
had  been  inadvertently  communicated  by  a  mem<- 
ber;  and  he  hoped  the  House  was  saustied  with 
the  result.  Wh«n  he  made  the  original  motion, 
yeeterday,  for  detaining  this  person,  Mr.  S.  said 
he  was  desirous  of  a  modification. of  it;  he  had 
not  coo  tern  plated  so  rigorous  a  eoofiaement  as  it 
til^onld  perhaps  have  comprehaaded.  He  was 
now  perfectly  satisfied,  and  considered  it  hia  duty 
to  move  that  the  witness  be  discharged  from  the 
custody  of  the  Sergeant -at- Arms. 
'  Mr.  RoBBRTS  was  opposed  to  discharging  the 
witness  until  he  had  Explained  a  aenteuce  of  his 
letter  to  the  Speaker,  in  which  he  had  asserted 
that  he  was  not  permiued  to  explain  his  testi- 
mony. The  fact  was,  that  the  committee  had 
acted  with  the  greatest  patience  and  liberality  to- 
wards the  witness,  and  extended  to  him  every 
indulgence  in  their  power*  and  bis  assertion  was 
therefore  unwarranred. 

Mr.  MACoif,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Randolpb, 
thought  proper  to  remark  that  he  had  heard  of 
the  embargo  in  Baltimore,  and  the  report  had 
brought  him  here.  It  appeared,  then,  it  was  no 
secret  at  all.  This  was  the  first  instance,  indeed, 
Mr.  M.  said,  in  this  Qoverntnent  in  which  acom- 
mittee  had  undertaken  to  make  a  secret  for  itself. 
No  such  power  of  a  committee  was  recognised 
by  the  House.  Being  confidentially  referred  by 
the  House  to  a  committee,  they  must  io  that 
case  act  on  it  in  the  same  manner;  otherwise 
there  was,  perhaps,  no  obligation.  He  did  not 
believe  there  was  a  man  in  tbe  nation  who  would 
be  farther  from  doing  a  dishonorable  act  than  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  whose  name  had  been 
called  in  question. 

Mr.  WioQBRT  thought  it  was  pretty  clear  by 
this  time  that  the  House  ought  not  to  keep  the 
man  in  confinement  for  disclosing  what  it  a|>> 
peared  was  no  secret.  No  man  would  go  further 
to  support  the  rights  of  the  House  than  himself; 
but  he  could  not,  therefore,  keep  in  confinement 
for  a  moment  longer  a  man  Who,  it  was  now  evi« 
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dent,  had  not  pnblisfied  a  secret  of,  the^  House. 
Surely  of  all  others,  printers  were  least  liable  to 
inquisition  on  such  charges. 

Mr.  Pearson  compared  the  testimony  of  the 
witness  before  the  committee  with  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Smiue  ;  the  witness  savs  he  partook  in 
theconversation,  whilst  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  stated  that  he  did.  not  advert  lo  the 
witness  being  present  until  after  he  had  ^iven 
the  information  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
TMn  Jennings.)  Mr.  P.  wished  the  gentleman 
.  irom  Pennsylvanta  to  explain,  so  as  to  apprize 
the  House  woether  or  not  the  witness  had  spoken 
'  truth.  As  to  this  being  no  secret,  Mr.  P.  said  it 
was  pretty  much  of  a  seeret  to  hitn.  and  be  knew 
not  bow  to  ejtpress  his  objection  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding  by  which  some  were  kept  in  Ignorance 
of  a  measure  with  which  others  were  made  ac- 
quainted. He  had  not  an  idea  of  the  embargo 
question  being  brought  forward  long  being:  it  was 
proposed.  After  the  message  was  received,  at 
least,  ah  injunction  of  secrecy  was  laid;  and 
whatever  might  have  taken  place  before,  it  ought 
to  have  closed  the  lips  of  the  members  of  the 
House  on  the  Subject  till  that  injunction  was  re- 
moved. 

Mr.  Smtlib  said  he  could  on\j  say,  whatever 
the  witness  had  said,  that  he  baa  stated  the  fact 
precisely  a$  it  had  occurred  in  his  presence. 

Mr.  Key  called  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to 
the  teal  question  before  them,  which  was  not  the 
manner  of  the  disclosure,  but  the  conduct  of  the 
witness.  The  facts  had  happened  in  the  commit- 
tee as  stated,  and  until  the  receipt  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  there  had  been  no  tnjanetion  of 
secrecy.  Mr.  K.  freely  acquitted  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  of  any  intention  of  violating 
that  injunction.  The  question  before  the  House, 
brought  into  view  by  the  letter  before  them  from 
the  witness,  was  rhis,  and  was  well  worthy  of 
consideration:  When  a  man  is  committed  by  au* 
thority  of  the  House  for  a  contempt  of  its  power, 
what  is  required  to  discharge  him?  The  eon- 
tempt  was,  at  this  moment,  the  only  subject  for 
their  consideration. 

Mr.  Sheffbt  said  it  was  indeed  true  that  the 
House  had  lost  sight  entirely  of  the  true  question, 
and  had  got  hold  of  altogether  a  distinct  subject. 
The  real  question  was  one  in  which  every  man 
in  the  country  was  interested.  Mr.  S.  dwelt  at 
some  length  on  the  necessity,  for  the  purposes  of 
justice,  and  for  preserving  the  dignity  of  this 
body,  of  pursuing  the  inquiry  and  compelling  the 
witness  to  answer.  The  best  course  was  not  to 
•be  driven  from  their  purpose  till  their  purpose 
was  answered.  The  contest  now  wais  between 
the  obstinacy  of  an  individual  and  their  authority. 
Let  the  individual  be  brought  in^  and  let  not  the 
House  be  carried  awity  by  considerations  which 
have  no  bearing  on  the  question.  It  was  no  ques- 
tion of  punishment  for  the  offence  of  divuigiisg 
the  proceedings  of  the  House;  but  this  person, 
was  before  them  as  a  witness,  and  he  ought  to  be 
'  compelled  to  answer.  God  knows  (said  Mr.  S.) 
that  the  authority  of  the  General  Government  is 
alrei^dy  sufficiently  depreciated.  Bvery  man  must 


feel  that  it  is  already  sinking,  and  if  we  go  on  \i 
you  propose,  you  will  find  your  authority  notst^ 
energetic  as  you  suppose  it.  Nothing  will  tend 
more  to  relax  it  than  suffering  an  individoal  tq 
set  up  his  own  will  in  opposition  to  your  orderi 
Let  him  submit,  as  every  man  is  obliged  to  da 
ev/pn  rn  a  petty  county  court,  to  answer  your  ioj 
terrogatones.  Whether  I  am  in  a  majority  o^ 
minority,  I  have  too  much  respect  foir  the  ao^ 
thority  of  this  House^  and  of  Grovernmeat,  tG 
suffer  it  to  be  thus  contemned. 

Mr.  Sbybert  said  he  was  not  by  any  meani 
regardless  of  the  authority  of  this  House;  and  t^ 
give  way  to  such  motion  as  gentlemen  migbl 
think  proper  to  ixy  the  sense  of  the  House  uo.  H 
withdrew  his  motion.  ! 

Mr.  Gold  then  moved  that  Nathaniel  Rouoj 
savell  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House.        i 

Mr,  Grukdt  submitted  to  the  House  wbetbe^ 
after  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  PeDDJ 
sylvania,  the  majesty  of  the  nation  here  repr^ 
sented  would  not  be  more  respected  by  sayiog  tj 
the  witness,  "go,  you  are  at  Uberty — pursue  yoaj 
lawful  business" — than  in  further  questionio^  tb| 
man.  Although  he  would  be  disposed  to  enforcj 
the  poT^ers  of  this  House  when  necessary,  on  tb^ 
occasion  he  felt  no  disposition  to  do  it.  Tber| 
was  a  great  difference,  he  said,  between  the  jh^ 
session  of  power  and  an  unnecessary  exercise  of  il 
This  was  a  case  in  which  he  deemed  it  unnecestsary 
Mr.  G.  then  adverted  to  the  statement  of  the  wij 
ness,  that  he  had  been  refused  an  opportuoity  t| 
eiiplaia  his  testimony.  The  fact  was,  that  tbi 
witness  had  only  been  refused  the  insertion  of  M 
reasoning.  When  asked  if  he  had  seen  or  con 
versed  with  the  member  from  whom  he  derivel 
his  information,  he  refused  to  answer,  assigDip| 
as  a  reason  that  he  had  seen  and  conversed  wil 
many  members,,  and  if  he  wrere  to  answer  tli 
question  in  the  affirmative,  each  one  who  ba 
conversed  with  him  would  be  suspected. 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  made  a  number  of  obserri 
tions,  going  to  show  the  propriety  of  pursuii^ 
this  inquiry,  the  more  particularly  as  there  was 
variation  between  this  evidence  of  the  witoe^ 
and  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Peoc 
sylvania.  As  a  member  of  the  committee,  M 
T.  stated,  when  the  committee  expected,  froc 
the  course  of  the  testimony,  that  the  witness  w^ 
coming  to  the  point  of  giving  the  names  of  tlios 
concerned,  he  was  informed  that  anything  whic 
had  inadvertently  been  disclosed,  so  far  from  b< 
ing  reported  to  the  House,  would  not  have  it 
duced  the  committee  to  name  any  person  whai 
ever,  because  no  sort  of  criminality  would  aitac 
to  such  a  disclosure.  If,  under  such  circam 
stances,  you  dismiss  this  man,  who  could  bav 
no  motive  for  refusing,  without  compelling  bit 
to  answer,  it  would  be  letting  down  the  dignit 
of  the  House,  and  would  set  an  example  wbic 
will  hereafter  be  followed  by  every  person  sim 
larly  situated,  with  a  hope  oilike  impunity. 

Mr.  GoLO  was  not  so  anxious  to  probe  this  sul 

ject  to  the  bottom,  seeing  the  circumstances  tb; 

day  disclosed,  as  to  preserve  some  propriety  i 

^  their  proceedings.    The  contempt  of  the  witoei 
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Id  reftisiog  to  answer  the  interregatory,  otif  ht 
QQiler  no  ctreaiiQstancef  to  be  pass^  over  as  had 
b«eQ  proposed.  The  interrogatories  pqt  to  the 
witness  were  fit  and  proper^  and  how  were  they 
iD^wered?  Was  the  witness  to  answer  as  the 
House  chose  to  direct,  or  as  he  pleased  ?  If  you 
let  the  man  pass  thus,  your  Joornals  will  present 
I  precedent  which  will  be  hereafter  deeply  re- 
gretted.   He  would  compel  the  man  to  answer. 

Mr.  6b OLSON  said  he  bad  very  few  remarks  to 
sake.  He  obsenred,  that,  from  the  present  aspect 
»rtbi5  subject,  he  could  not,  consistently  with  his 
Kmseience,  impute  to  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.SHtLiE)any  criminaliiy 
cr  xaoni  turpitude  for  the  conversation  from 
vbicb  the  witness  (RounsavelL)  bad,  as  it  seems, 
collected  a  part  of  the  secret  proceedings  of  the 
Hoase.    To  render  an  act  culpable,  it  most  be 
cDismitted  with  an  evil  intention.    Mr.Q.  asked 
what  evil  intention  could  have  actuated  the  gen- 
(ieraaa  from  Pennsylvania  ?  The  observations  of 
ibat  geotleman,  disclosing,  in' some  measure,  the 
eonSdential  proceedings  of  the  House^  were,  it 
voold  appear,  inadvertent;  or,  if  you  please,  it 
iDay  be  that  they  were  indiscreet  and  imprudent. 
We.  sir,  are  all  frail  mortab.  and  considering  the 
long;  honorable,  and  useful  life  of  the  gentleman 
{fom  Pennsylvania,  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
coDceive  ihat  the  gentleman  could  have  been  in- 
doenced  by  any  vicious  inclination.    He  was 
oeither  to  gain  or  lose  anything  by  what  he  said. 
Bql  Slid  Mr.  G.,  while  these  are  my  honest  im- 
pressions, as  it  relates  to  the  member  implicated 
ui  (his  transaction,  yet  I  cannot  concur  with  the 
gntieman  frpm  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Grondt.)  in 
^f  opinion  that  the  witness  ought  to  be  forth- 
vith  discharged.    If  the  House  was  in  the  right, 
VKterday,  in  committing  the  witness,  it  follows, 
^(  coarse,  that  the  witness  was  in  the  wrong. 
ABd  although  I  am  satisfied  as  to  this  a  flair,  bv 
'^be  disclosure  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vtsia.  and  wish  no  further  investigation  of  it« 
nil]  I  think  the  witness,  for  his  contumacy  in  re- 
^Qsiog  to  answer  the  interrogatories  propounded 
>o  him  yesterday,  ought  to  be  reprimanded  by  the 
Speaker.    For  this  purpose,  while  I  feel  no  in- 
(iifoation  or  resentment,  but  rather  Compassion, 
towards  the  unfortunate  young  man  in  custody, 
Ufaall  vote  for  having  him  brought  before  the 
Hoase.    The  precedent  we  are  about  to  establish 
oay  be  of  importance. 
Mr.  Roberts  stated  the  circumstances  which 
ud  taken  place  before  the  committee,  and  the 
^oaod  of  refusal  to  insert  his  reasoning  ontbe 
j>ce  of  the  testimony,. which  the  witness  in  his 
inter  had  mistakenly  stated  to  be  a  refusal  of  per- 
^sion  to  explain.    He  was  satisfied  the  busi- 
]^  should  rest  as  it  Was.    He  could  see  no  bene- 
^^  from  DOW  pursuing  the  question  to  the  ez^ 
iremity  some  seemed  to  contemplate,  and  thought 
*«  dignity  of  the  House  would  be  belter  con- 
<Qhed  by  perraining  him  to  depart  unmolested. 

Mr.  RiDOBLT  said  he  rose  to  support  the  dig- 
>i<rof  the  House.  He  detailed  the  facts  in  this 
ctse.  Before  the  assembled  majesty  of  the  na- 
^^  ibis  person  bad  declared  to  the  H<|ttse  that 


he  woold  not  aoawer  the  questioft  propounded  to 
him }  and  thus  ihe  House  was  set  at  defiance, 
which  he  would  not  permit  with  impunity  from 
any  individual,  be  him  poor  or  be  him  rich,  be 
him  humble  or  be  him  great.  The  House,  for 
this  contempt,  had  ordered  the  witness  into  cus- 
tody. Had  he,  by  his  letter,  or  ia  any  way,  purged 
bim.5elf  of  this  contempt  ofiered  to  the  House? 
He  begged  gentlemen  to  reflect  upon  what  thev  - 
are  about  to  do.  Suppose  this  man  be  discharged, 
and  that  letter  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House  as  the  ground  of  his  discharge  from  con* 
finement.  Would  it  not  hereafter  be  brought  into 
precedent?  Suppose,  said  he,  a  committee  ap* 
pointed  hereafter  oo  any  other  subject,  and  a  per- 
son by  them  brought  before  uh  shall  refuse  to 
answer.  What  a  precedent  would  the  Journals 
afford  to  eucourage  him  to  persevere  in  bis  con- 
tumacy! Can  Mie  House  of  Representatives 
commit  a  man  for  contempt  of  thetr  authority, 
and  of  course  of  that  of  the  people  represented 
in  them,  and  discharge  him  without  compelling 
him  to  answer?  This  was  not  a  case,  Mr.  R. 
said,  in  Which  the  libertv  of  the  preas  is  eon-* 
cerned  as  much  as  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the 
House,  and  consequently  of  Che  people  of  the 
United  States ;  and  he  noped  the  House  would 
proceed  in  such  a  way  as  to  cause  them  U>  be 
respected. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  naid,  if  he  believed,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,. thai  to  discharge  the 
witness  would  compromit  the  dignity  of  the 
House,  he  should  pursue  the  same  course  as  him. 
But  he  did  not  so  Believe.  The  ground  on  which* 
he  proposed  to  discharge  the  witness  was,  that  his 
answer,  if  coerced,  would  not  be  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  warrant  taking  the  trouble.  Everv 
one  being  now  satisfied  of  the  manner  in  which 
he  obtained  his  information,  what  more  was 
wanted  ? 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  he  did  not,  for  his. part,  wish 
to  have  the  witness  again  before  the  House.  He 
saw  nothing  which  made  the  pursuit  of  this  ob- 
ject worthy  the  attention  of  the  House.  It  wes 
an  object,  in  bis  opinion,  beneath  the  notice  of 
the  House,  especially  when  he  considered  the 
nature  of  the  inquiry  now  on  foot  into  the  dis- 
closure of  a  secret  which  it  appeared  had  been 
openly  disclosed  otherwise.  He  was  not  willing, 
for  his  part,  to  crush  the  proud  spirit  of  the  man 
who  would  endure  punishment  rather  than  ex- 
pose his  friend.  If  we  commit  him,  it  is  he  who 
will  enjoy  the  triumph,  and  not  we.  If  we  dis- 
miss him  magnanimously,  we  shall  do  better. 
The  subject  will  not  warrant  going  the  lengths 
we  can.  There,  is  a  precedent  on  record  in  a 
neigh borinff  State,  where  a  man  was  broueht  to 
the  bar  of  (he  'House  and  whipped  to  death. 
This  was  an  exertion  of  power  which  inflicted 
disgrace  on  those  who  us^  it.  I  hope  we  shall 
be  more  moderate.  I  wish  not  to  see  the  utmost 
power  of  the  House  exercised  on  an  obscure  in* 
dividiMl. 

Mr.  Gbolboii  moved  to  amend  the  motion  for 
brinjging  the  witness  to  the  bar  of  the  House  by 
addmg  the  words^  *^  to  receire  a  reprimand  from 
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the  Speaker  of  the  House  for  his  eootumacf  in 
r^fusioff  to  answer  the  questioos  propooodad  i  to 
him." 

Some  desultory  eonrersatioo  took  place  on  this, 
aroendmeot. 

Mr.  Bibb  expressed  bis  regret  at  the  embarrass- 
ment  under  which  the  House  now  labored.  1% 
appeared  to  him  chat  the  only  question  now  be- 
fore the  Houie  should  be,  whether  or  not  the  wit- 
ness had  committed  a  contempt  against  the 
.authority  of  the  House  {  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
should  be  punished  for  it.  He  proposed  to  pro- 
ceed thus:  to  call  the  witness  again  to  the  bar ;  lo 
ask  the  witness  whether  be  was  willing  to  answer 
such  interrogatory  as  should  be  propounded  to 
him  by  the  Speaker,  and  on  his  answering  in  the 
affirmative,  he  should  be  willing  to  discharge 
him. 
Mr.  Gh OLSON  withdrew  his  motion. 
Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  the  motion  that  Mr. 
Rounsavell  be  brought  to  the  bar,  by  adding,  in 
substance.  **and  questioned  whether  he  was  will- 
ing to  answer  such  interrogatory  as  should  be 
proponded  to  him  by  the  House." 

This  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  resolu- 
tion as' a  mended  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rounsavell  was  brought  to  the  bar  by  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms. 

The  Speaker  put  to  him.  a  question  to  this 
effect — **  Are  you  willing  to  answer  such  ques- 
tion as  shall  ba  propounded  to  you  by  order  of 
the  House?'' 

The  witness  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and 
was  then  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Sbybbat  said,  after  what  had  passed,  he 
presumed  every  one  was  satisfied  there  was  no 
occasion  to  pursue  the  inquiry,  aiul  as  the  witness 
had  submitted  to  the  authority  of  the  House,  he 
moved  the  following  resolution; 

Resolved,  That  Nathaniel  Rounsayell,  now  in  the 
enstody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  this  House,  for  a 
opntempt  of  its  authority  in  not  answering  the  ques- 
tions propounded  to  him  by  order  of  the  House,  hav- 
ing submitted  to  answer,  and  purged  himself  from  the 
contempt,  be  disdliarged  from  said  confinement" 

Mr.  MiLNOR  thought,  that  of  all  the  proposi- 
tions which  had  been  submitted  to  the  House) 
this  was  the  most  extraordinary.  He  Was  truly 
astonished,  he  said,  at  its  being  made,  because  the 
necessity  of  it  could  not  be  shown  by  any  force 
of  argument.  Why  was  this  inquiry  set  on  Coot? 
Was  not  its  object  to  ascertain  whether  any  mem- 
bers had  violated  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the 
House  by  the  disclosure  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  House?  An  individual  member  had  indeed 
come  forward  and  declared  that  be  had  inadvert- 
iently  dropped  expressions  from  which  the  man 
might  have  fathered  this  knowledge.  He  ac- 
quitted his  colleague  of  intentional  disclosure,  as 
h£  had  done  nothing  more  than  what  any  other 
man  might  have  done.  But  where,.  Mr  M.  said, 
is  now  ttie  propriety  towards  my  honorable  col- 
league from  Pennsylvania,  or  towards  the  other 
members  of  the  House,  in  discharging  this  man 
when  he  professes  himself  willing  to  answer  the 
House?    Do  members  sha^  in  -their  s()o^?    I 


ant  sure  that  my  hooiarable  «oUeiigue,  who  madei 
the  present  motion,  can  have  no  motive  for  crush- 
ing the  inquiry.  When  the  witness  says  he  will 
answer,  shall  we  say  we  shrink  from  quesiioniagl 
him  further,  lest  some  of  ourselves  shall  be  im- 
plicated by  his  answers  ?  It  is  not  coaceivable 
that  any  injury  can  resiilt  from  letting  the  mai^ 
answer  the  inquiries  proposed.  I  beg  to  be  uader^ 
stood,  that,  in  this  case,  I  neither  censure  highif; 
the  conduct  of  any  man  in  regard  to  the  publicsi 
tioo,  nor  have  X  any  suspicion  that  any  member^ 
are  censurable.  But  we  shall  commit  the  honor 
of  the  House  if  we  do  not  now,  when  the  wiioes^ 
stands  ready  to  answei^i  propound  those  ioterrog^ 
atories  which -ihecom mi ttee  had  laid  on  the  table^ 
He  was  anxious  only  that  they  might  not  estabi 
lish  a  dangerous  precedent*  None  of  us  are  afrai(i| 
to  hear  him.  If  not,  why  shall  we  not  bear  his 
answer?  It  is  to  ward  off  the  dangers  I  see 
hanging  over  Xhis  House,  from  the  establi&hmeoj 
of  a  precedent  whi^h  shall  hereafter  tie  up  thei^ 
hands,  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  motion.  Siaod^ 
iag,  as  I  do,  in  the  minority,  I  am  much  less  io^ 
terested  in  the  discussion  of  this  question  thai^ 
tbosein  the  majority;  because,  in  general,  if  tb^ 
majority  determine  to  keep  any  matter  secret,  ij 
is  much  more  to  be  expected  that  a  member  o| 
the  minority  than  of  the  nrajority  .should  disclos^ 
the  secret;  and  I  therefore  warn  the  majorii]| 
against  a  misplaced  indulgence  to  thisil  mao.  ll{ 
hereafter,  a  case  should  occur  in  which  member^ 
of  the  minority  shall  be  suspected  of  being  implij 
cated,  and  they  shall  act  differeatly,  they  will 
subject  themselves  to  the  charge  of  acting  wii^ 
unprecedented  rigor. 

Mr.  SETBaBT  said,  he  very  much  regretted  tha{ 
his  colleague  (Mr.  Milnob)  did  not»  on  lo-da]^ 
place  him  under  the  same  obligations  as  he  ha^ 
done  the  day  before*  On  yesterdajr,  he  saved  hia 
the  trouble  of  making  a  speech  in  reply  to  th{ 
question  of  the  getntleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr 
Pitkin  ;)  but,  to-day,  he  forcedhim  into  an  arg!^ 
ment  in  self-defence.  His  colleague  observed,  hil 
resolution  to  release  the  witness  was  an  exiraor 
dinary  proposition.  To  this  he  readily  assented 
but  its  extraiJrdinary  character  was  derived  solelj 
from  its  being  offered  on  a  very  extraordlnarj 
occasion.  His  present  feelings  did  not  petmi 
him  to  pass  entirely  unobserved  what  fell  froQ 
hirn  in  debate  while  in  conclave  on  the  embargj 
bill,  which  was  lately  passed.  Much  is  now  sail 
by  gentlemen  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  gen 
tlemaa  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  SmilieJ  with 
out  regard  to  their  own  conduct  connected  witi 
the  same  subject ;  a  conduct  which  he  ceriainl] 
never  could  pretend  to  justify.  The  safety  of  ibi 
nation  and  its  successful  efforts  must  always  d^ 
pend  upon  a  propriety  of  cpnduct;  no  individua 
considerations  could  outweigh  these  paramoua 
coi^iderations.  He,  in  common  with  other  meca 
hers,  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  iniea 
tions  of  the  Kxecutive;  he  was  told  that  th 
House  would  soon  be  called  to  act  confidentiaU] 
on  an  Executive  communication,  the  design  o 
which  was  to  lay  a  temporary  embargo.  His  in 
dignation  was  expressed  on  the  publicity  of  i 
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Nbjeec  80  fraught  with  eonwqtteoees ;  a  j[>r«iaar 
are  disef osare  might  as  readily  lead  to  rum  as  to 
psperitf;  ic  was  wrong  in  every  point  of  ?iew, 
■d  he  considered  it  bis  doty  to  say  nethin^  on 
the  subject ;  at  best,  i(  cooid  only  excite  specoia- 
IJOD.  He  considered  himself  as  justified  to  his 
constitneBts  by  the  course  he  had  determined  to 
pursue:  at  any  rate,  national  security,  honor,  and 
npediency,  vonld  always  lead  him  to  a  sacrifice 
of  local  or  individual  advavtage.  The  subject 
VIS  a  rery  delicate  one ;  gentle  men  who  adopted 
I  course  different  from  himself  could  best  a«- 
eoQot  for  it.  Agents  in  this  business  should  not 
be  too  severe  io  their  censure  of  those  who  had 
ioadrertently  disclosed  the  proceedings.  How 
(bis  informatioo  was  diffused  throughout  the 
Caioo  by  means  of  exvreaset ;  and  at  whose  ex- 
pease ;  bow  it  was  fortaer  published  at  the  coffee- 
booses  in  oar  large  cities,  he  need  not  detail; 
oiber  gentlemen  could  give  much  better  informa- 
tioo on  this  subject  than  he  could.  The  very 
boor  of  its  arrival  in  Baltimore,  Philaddpbia, 
Nev  York,  and  Boston,  was  predicted  to  a  minute. 
Tbe  distress,  thas  induced,  may  hereafter  lead  to 
Rdeetions  lar  from  beinir  the  most  pleading. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  should  not  bo  diverted  from 
bis  coorse  by  any  fesr  of  insinuations  against 
binself;  however  strange  it  might  appear,  8U<sh 
arsroments  had  no  effect  on  bim«  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  had  blentled  together  subjects 
entirely  distinct;  the  object  of  the  inquiry,  and 
(be  present  question,  were  not  the  same.  The 
object  of  the  inquiry  was  to  ascertain  by  what 
Deaos  certain  proceedings  were  divulged ;  the 
vitnesshad  been  called  before  the  House  and  re- 
fB«ed  to  answer ;  a  gentleman  had  informed  the 
HoQse  by  what  means  he  believes  the  deponent 
became  possessed  of  the  information.  So  far  as 
related  to  the  object  of  the  House,  it  was  realised. 
Tbey  bad  nothing  more  to-do  with  the  inquiry* 
firerj  man  was  satisfied  of  the  means  by  which 
tbe  iodi vidua  1  became  possessed  of  the  facts. 
Tbe  ioqairy  being  satisfied,  the  next  question 
presentiDg  itself  was  the  contempt  which  the 
House  had  received.  The  party  had  said  he  was 
villiog  to  answer.  Thus,  then,  the  object  being 
pterioQsly  atiAiaed,  the  contempt  manifested  for 
tbe  House  was  removed  by  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  willingness  of  tbe  witness  to  testify,  and 
11  was  propMed  to  discharge  him.  Was  there 
anfchiog  extraordinary  in  this  course  ?  If  there 
vas  he  confessed  his  inability  to  ace  it. 

Mr.  PoiNOBZTBR  mioved  to  amend  tbe  motion, 
bpDserttog  the  words,  "and  it  beiopr  unneces- 
^7,  in  consequence  of  information^  given  to  the 
House  by  a  member  thereof,  to  prosecute  the  in- 
<{Biry  farther;  therefore"*-4o  precede  the  words, 
"tbe  yaid  Nathaniel  Rounsaveli  be  discharged 
^rom  bfs  cooftQement«'' 

Mr.  SaTBBET  accepted  of  this  mjodification  of 
bismotion» 

Mr.  Smilib  said,  bis  colleague  (Mt.  Milnob) 
^c^ed  to  be  all  on  fire  to  punish  this  man.  He 
(Mr.  8.)  judged  of  a  crime  by  the  intention  and 
^7  (be  mischief  which  it  produced.  What  mis« 
tltief  has  this  maa  done?    None.    What  has 


been  done  by  my  cd league  whose  seal  is  so  great 
agaiDst  this  man  ?  Has  he  attempted  to  defeat 
the  very  effect  of  tbe  law,  or  has  he  not?  After 
his  declamations  at  the  eoffee-houfte  io  Philadeli 
phia — [Mr.  S.  was  fbeeked  by  the  Speakeb  for 
personality.] — Mr.  S.  submitted  to  the  correction 
of  the  Chair,  observing  that  it  would  be  well  un- 
derstood what  he  meant  to  have  said,  if  permitted 
to  go  on. 

Mr.  Sbeffey  made  some  observations  to  show 
the  necessity  of  pursuing  this  inquiry,  and  the 
inconsistency  of  the  course  proposed  to  be  taken, 
concluding  with  a  motion  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, so  as  to  read  to  the  following  effect: 

Resolved,  Thst  Nsthaniel  Rounsaveli  be  discharged 
from  oustody  on  his  answering  the  interrogatories  yes- 
terday propounded  to  him  by  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  spoke  against  the  ameodmetit. 
He  thought  that  the  course  first  proposed  com- 
ported with  tbe  dignity  of  tbe  House,  and  that 
to  press  this  subject  after  what  had  passed,  would 
rather  show  a  vexatious  than  magnanimous  spirit. 
The  moment  their  object  was  attained  they  ought 
to  proceed  no  further.  It  now  appeared  that  no 
one  was  implicated.  He  rejoiced  at  it,  and  hoped 
the  iiubject  would  be  dismissed. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Shbffby's  amendment 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  Qegatived«-«55 
to  37,  as  follows : 

Yai.»--£sekiel  Baooo,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow, 
Haimanus  Bleecker,  James  Breekenridge,  Btijah  Brig- 
ham,  Bpaphroditos  Champion,  Langdon  CheYss,  Mar- 
tin Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  Jan.*  John  Dawson, 
WiUiam  Elyr  Asa  fitch,  Aylett  Hawes,  Philip  B.  Key, 
William  p.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingeton,  William 
Lowndes,  Arunah  Motcalf,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan 
0.  Moseley,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Daniel  Sbeffey,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart, 
Samnel  Taggart,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
and  Thomas  Wilson — 37. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson^ 
Burwell  BasseU,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Black- 
ledge,  WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  John  Clopton,  William  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle, 
James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Felix  Gnindv,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hynenan,  Richard  Jackson, 
Jan.,  Richard  M«  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Joseph  Lefe- 
ver,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander  McKim,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Israel  Pickeos, 
William  Piper,  Jamee  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Food, 
John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Ebe- 
nezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  John  SmtUe,  George 
SmiUi,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  John  Taliaferro,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Rich- 
ard Winn — 66. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr,  Setbkrt's 
motion,  and  carried  without  opposition;  and 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  ordered  to  discharge 
the  witnesses  from  confinement ;  and  then,  on 
motioDy  the  House  adjottrned  until  to-morrow. 


1275 


:histort  op  congress. 


121 


U.  OF  R. 


DiBtrict  ConirU. 


April,  181] 


WEONsaBAY,  April  8. 
Th€  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  Btlward 
Clark,  slating  that  he  is  the  inventor  of  a  hew 
and  improved  method  of  maritime  defence,  called 
buoy  forts,  and  praying  that  an  investic;ation  may 
be  immediately  bad  into  the  principles  upon 
which  the  said  forts  are  proposed  to  be  construct- 
ed, or  that  an  experiment  may  be  made  by  which 
his  invention  may  be  tested.— Referred. 

DISTRICT  COURTS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  reconsider  the 
bill  to  provide  for  cases  of  disability  or  absence 
of  the  Judges  of  the  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  stating  ,his  reasons  for 
refusing  his  signature  thereto. 

Mr.  Gold. — The  peculiar  situation  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  New  York,  m  which  the  business  has  ac- 
cumulated in  the  district  court,  owing  to  thecon- 
tmuedMcknessof  the  District  Judge,  to  the  number 
of  about  seven  hundred  causes,  must  be  my  apol- 
ogy for  troubling  the  House  on  this  occasion. 

I  shall  consider  the  objections  of  the  President 
to  the  bill  under  consideration  with  freedom,  but 
with  the  respect  due  to  the  opinion  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  United  States;  and  while  I 
readily  admit,  that  the  objections  would  be  enti- 
tled to  much  consideration  in  the  revision  of  cbe 
present  ju<iic1al  system ;  yet,  as  the  bill  under 


tf*nnfi!<iorttf;/^n  ;^*^A  .      '  '    '  ""      ,^  .""*  -"«';•    ung  m  ine  uisirict  uoun  id  ine  same  juag 


intended  only  to  amend  and  make  the  present 
system,  admitted  to  be  objectionable,  effectual  for 
its  iixtended  purposes  in  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice, I  cannot  find  any  solid  foundation  for  the 
objections  to  the  bill. 

In  the  first  place  it  is  objected,  that  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  being  commissioned  as  Judge 
of  such  court  only,  cannot  hold  the  district  court 
by  the  appointment  of  law,  bur  must  have  a  com- 
mission  for  that  purpose. 

This  objection  goes  to  subvert  the  whole  judi- 
cial «ystem  5  it  would  have  defeated  the  original 
organization  of  the  courts  under  the  Constitution; 
It  applies  to  the  entire  system  that  has  prevailed 
down  to  this  day,  with  the  exception  of  the  amend- 
ment for  the  additional  judges  in  1801,  (so  much 
stigmatized  at  the  time,  but  now  generally  an- 
proved  of.)  "*  '     *^ 


elvfl  jurisdiction,  the  Jud^  hare  been  tre$p4 
sen ;  and,  as  to  crfo^inal  jurisdictton.  they  mi^ 
have  stained  their  hands  wiih  crime. 

Under  the  act  of  180d,  a  Judge  of  the  Supre« 
Court,  by  the  appointment  of  law,  discharg^ 
every  duty,  without  a  single  exception,  of  the  d| 
trict  Judge ;'  th^  causes  in  the  district  court  wej 
to  be  removed  into  the  circuit  eourt  for  trial;  bi 
the  other  multifarious  duties  of  the  district  Jud^ 
were  to  be  discharged  by  the  Judge  of  the  Si 
pfeme  Court,  as  they  mighty  arise,  in  the  san 
manner  they  had  been  discharged  -by  the  distrij 
Judge — as  to  the  caused  in  court,  the  Judge  of  li] 
Supt-eme  Court  xxttder  that  act  decided  them  si 
ting  in  the  Circuit  Court :  under  this  bill  he  goj 
into  the  District  Court  and  decides  them  therj 
the  services  of  the  Judge  and  the  effect  od  t| 
<yuse  are  the  same  odder  both  acts. 

The  District  Courts  in  Kentucky,  Tenness^ 
and  Ohio,  actually  performed  the  duties  of  t| 
Circuit  Courts  for  a  considerable  period;  theprj 
visions  for  the  |mrpose  were  not  repealed  ooi 
1807.  The  laW  is  the  authority  for  this,  and  ol 
the  eommissiop  of  the  District  Judge ;  the  Prd 
dent«  by  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  designates  \^ 
man  for  the  office-congress  may  prescribe  ad 
judicial  duties  which  they  may  deem  proper.    I 

In.  the  second  place,  it  is  objected,  that,  uod^ 
the  bill,  an  appeal  may  be  taken  from  a  Judge  si| 
ting  in  the  District  Court  to  the  same  Judge  s] 


mission  for  that  purpose?  Thiscircuit  isacourt 
^\  original  as  weil  as  appellaU  jurisdiction ;  and 
this  principle,  introduced  immediately  on  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  acquiesced  in, 
for  so  great  a  period,  by  both  its  friends  and  op- 
posers,  has  been  ingrafted  in  the  system,  and  ou»ht 
not  now  lightly  to  be  shaken.  A  single  appoi"nt- 
naent  of  a  Judge  is  contemplated  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  not  a  new  appointment  or  commission 
for  every  distinct  service  or  court.  If  this  objec- 
tion be  well  founded,  it  goes  to  the  very  authority 
^li?*  ^^"^^"'^  ^^"«'^'  «^na  proves  that  all  the  pro- 


pose t>f  revision  aod  correction,  is  wrong  in  pn^ 

ciple ;  but  it  is  already'focmd  in  our  system  afl 

is  not  new.    Appeals  now  lay  from  the  Judge  i 

the  Circnit  Court  to  the  same  Judge  in  the  S( 

prein^  Court ;  that  others  sit  witE  him  io  tlj 

Supreme  Court^  in  revising  the  judgment,  cann^ 

alter  the  principle,  but  only  mitigate  its  effect 

The  appeal  Is  a  creature  of  the  law,  and  not  pr( 

vided  by  the  Constitution ;  it  may  %e  abolish^ 

wholly  or  in  part.    The  above  act  of  1809,  in  r^ 

moving  the  case  from  the  District  Court  before 

trial,  superseded  th^  appeal  fVom  such  court,  tnl 

whether  a  cause  shall  be  brought,  by  appeal,  iol 

the  Supreme  Court  under  that  act  or  this,  it  come 

with  the  single  opinion  of  the  same  person,  will 

this  difference  only,  that  under  one  act  that  opi 

nion  is  delivered  in  the  Circuit  Court,  under  th 

other  in  the  District  Court.    The  appeal  migb 

be  made  by  law  direct  from  the  District  Court  tl 

the  Supreme  Court,  and  whether  direct  or  ei« 

cuitously  through  the  Circuit  Court,  as  by  thi 

bill,  how  is  it  possible,  as  to  every  purpose  of  ri 

vision  and  correction,  that  there  should  be  a  dif 

ference  in  the  result. 

It  is  objected,  in  the  third  place,  that  the  bil 
requires  additional  services  without  compensa 
tion,  and  is  in  this  inequitable,  and  will  becom< 
"a  precedent  for  modifications  and  extensions  o 
judicial  services,  encroaching  on  the  constitution 
al  temire  of  judicial  office." 

The  duties  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Cour 
may  be  ardifous,  perhaps  severe  and  oppressive 


«*aJt..<^  «p  .k^*      '   /;*.'"'." 7  '•*"  i"^~    *****  **  surely  can  be  no  objection  to  a  bill  unde 

S^e b£„  L^ti- ""•^•'"  '''°"'  i''*'^*  ye»«  |,h«  Constitution,  tliat  it  c^tts  newdoU«rA 
hare  been  coramnmjudtee  ;  as  to  the  exereise  «f  |  it  modifie.  aad  extend*  jadieial  serrkxT  I»  i 
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possibify  sir,  that  we  should  iloabt  our  right  or 
(he  proprietjr  of  modifying  aod  extendi Dg  judicial 
serrices  from  time  to  time,  as  the  Decesaitiea  of 
i&e  fommnaity  may  and  do  require  ?  -  Is  a  prece- 
ieot  for  this  to  become  the  subject  of  alarm? 
Has  not  this  power  of  modifying  and  eztendiog, 
keen  exeroised  at  all  times  and  nnderall  adminis- 
trations, from  the  origin  of  the  Goyernmeot  1o 
this  day  ?  Has  not  Congress  extended  the  oireuils 
10  oew  States  and  districts,  repealed  the  whole 
system  of  the  cireuits  in  1801,  and  substituted  a 
nev  one,  and  in  1862,  repealed  the  new  one  and 
reriyed  (beold,  with  modifications  and  extensions? 
Are  Dot  the  duties  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Coart  treble  lyhat  they  were  when  their  salaries 
were  established  ?  As  to  all  that  can  enter  into 
(he  coDstitntional  tenure  of  judicial  office,  as  tut 
jojmeDt  of  office  during  good  behaviour,  with  an 
nQdimiaished  salary,  it  remains  unaffected  by 
(bis  bill. 

The  fourth  and  last  objection  is  grounded  on 
tbit  prorision  in  the  bill  which  authorizes  the 
Preadeot  to  ascertain  the  disability  of  the  Di^ 
rriet  Judge  and  delay  of  business  in  his  court, 
BpoQ  which  the  duty  of  holding  the  court  is  de- 
Toired  on  ibe  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  allot- 
ted to  the  district.  In  the  above*  provision  of  the 
biil,  I  can  perceive  nothing  subversive  of  the  the- 
onrofow  Cto^ernment  in  the  sep&ration  and  in- 
(kpeadenee  of  the  different  departments.  Does 
the  bill  subject  one  department  to  the  discretion 
ofaoother?  It  merely  authorizes  the  Presidei^t 
to axertaio  the  event  (the  disability  of  the  Dis- 
trict Judge  to  hold  his  cOttrt,  Ac.,)  on  which  a 
(intf  is  eojoined^by  law,  on  another  Judge,  and  all 
the  serrices  and  whole  effect  open  such  other 
iiKlge  result  from  the  law,  and  not  any  discretion* 
ify  authority  in  the  President :  discretion  can 
bare  do  place  here,  in  my  conception,  without 
those  of  terms.  It  is  the  Constitutional-  duty  of 
ti>e Executive  to  see  that  the  laws  are  executed; 
i^at  jtts(ice  is  administered  according  to  the  pro- 
TinoQs  of  law,  and  the  power  given  the  President 
(>T  this  bill  is,  in  my  opinion,  appropriate  to^  his 
cieeu  established  by  the  Constitution. 

It  ODly,  sir,  remains  for  me  to  add,  that  if  the 
s^jeetioBs  interposed  to  this  bill  shall  receive  the 
uoctioQ  of  CoDsress,  I  much  fear  that  the  situa^ 
turn  of  the  District  of  New  York  is  remediless; 
ihit  the  District  Court,  with  seven  hundred  causes 
depeudiDg  in  it,  must  remain  shat,aod  the  admin- 
istratioD  of  justice  delayed,  to  the  great  distress 
ud  oppresHoo  of  the  suitora  of  the  court,  and  re- 
frneh  of  the  Qovemment. 

The  question  was  i^en  put**-'^  Shall  this  bill 
P^  the  objections  of  the  President  notwith- 
stiBdine?" 

The  following  was  the  state  of  the  vote  on  this 

qoatioD : 

Tiu^^mi,  Alston,  junior,  Harmantis  Bleedteri 
]%iB  ^  Borwell,  WiUiam  QuUer,  Martin  Chitten- 
^BriohaDsTenpoct,  jun.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Aa  rucb,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Joseph  Kent,  Joseph 
l^i  Jan.,  Nathaoiel  Macon,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
JBPI  NeJaon,  Joseph  PeaiK>n,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
BcBjuun  Pond,  Ehsha  K.  Potter,  William  Rodman, 


Philip  Staarl,  Lewis  B.  Simges,  Samasl  Taggart 
Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Leonard  White-*36. 
Nats — William  Anderson,  Esekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  Wm.  BlacUedge, 
Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham, 
Robert  Brown,  John  C.  Caihoon,  Langdon  Cheves, 
John  Clopton,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  8amuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle, 
Wm.  Pindley,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Gopdwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  Ajlett  Hawes,  Jacob  .Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacotd:, 
Peter  Little,  WiHiam  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  William  McCoy,  8amnel  McKee,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  Amnsh  Metcalf,  Anthony  New,  Tho- 
mas Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Piper,  James 
Plessants,  jnn.,  Josiah  Quincy,  Jobn  Randolph,  Sam-, 
nel  Ringgoldk  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Ro- 
berts, Ebencser  Sage,  Sbeneaer  Seaver,  J(^  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samnel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John 
Smilie,  George  Snith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Slanfoid, 
Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  George  M.  Troup,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WUliams,  Wil- 
iiam  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn— 70. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

Mr.  Calbodn  then  stated  that  it  had  become 
his  duty  to  call  for  the  consideration  of  the  busi- 
ness of  a  confidential  nature ;  and  upon  his  mo- 
tion the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  strangers 
excluded,  and  so  remained  until  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Thurspay,  April  9. 

The  House  met  with  closed  doors,  aad  contin- 
ued in  secret  session  till  one  o'clock,  when  the 
doors  were  opened. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Jonathan  Coleman,  addressed  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  stating  that  be  is  a 
native  born  American  citizen,  antf  has  been  im- 
pressed, and  is  detained  on  board  the  British  ship 
of  war  called  the  Mars,  and  soliciting  the  inter- 
ference of  Congress  in  effectinsr  his  release. — Re* 
ferred  to  Mr.  Bubwell,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Dtiia- 
MOOR,  Mr.  MiLN OR,  and  Mr.  Potter,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '^to  enlarge 
the  limits  of  the  State  of  Louisiana ;"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House.  The 
Senate  insist  on  their  amendments,  disagreed  to 
by  this  House,  to  the  bill  ^  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  cam- 
paign on  (be  Wabash." 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  thirty«>first  ultimo,  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  "  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  designate  cer- 
tain boundaries,"  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments; wbicb  were  read«  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobnson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  extend- 
ing the  right  of  suffrage  to  the  people  of  Illinois 
Territory,  with  kave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
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wise.  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  B.  Hall,  Mr.  Alston. 
Mr.  Taliapsrro,  and  Mr.  Taooart,  were  «p^ 
pointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  from  the  Sentfte  "  to  eolarge  the  lim- 
its of  the  Stale  of  Louisiana"  was  read  twiee, 
and  ordered  to  he  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  insisting  on  their  amendments, 
disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  *'  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the 
late  campaifi^n  on  the  Wabash :"  Wbereapon,  the 
House  receded  from  their  disagreemeut  to  the  said 
amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  eogrossed 
bill  providing  for  the  Government  of  ^he  Terri- 
tory of  Louisiana:  When,  Mr.  McKeb  moved 
Ihat  the  said  bill  be  postponed  until  the  first  Moa- 
day  in  December  next*— 4iegaiived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  Uie  said  bill 
do  paas,  and  resolved  io  the  affirmative. 

RECESS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  House  a  proposition  on  the  subject 
of  an  adjournment  for  a  short  time.  He  be|ieved 
in  doing  so  he  should  consult  the  feelings  and 
opinions  of  a  considerable  majority,  although  it 
might  he  his  fortune  not  to  receive  the  concur- 

*  reuce  of  some  gentlemen  whom  he  highly  re- 
spected. The  motion  he  was  about  to  malte  was 
the  result  of  the  most  deliberate  consideration  he 
had  been  able  to  bestow  on  the  present  state  of 
our  public  aflaira.  E^ery  effort,  said  Mr.  B., 
which  the  Jove  of  peace  could  KUggest,  every  sac-' 
rifi'.-e  which  national  independence  could  permit, 
has  been  made  to  induce  the  belligerents  to  ab- 
scaio  from  violating  our  rights.  Ha?iog  been 
made  io  vain,  we  have  now  solemnly  determined 
to  seek  that  redress  by  arms  which  has  been  re- 
fused to  neffotiaiion,  and  he  would  add,  to  sup- 
plication, with  that  determination,  all  the  im- 
portant measures  preparatory  to  war,  which  it 
Oelooged  to  Congress  to  adopt,  have  been  taken ; 
and  before  we  can  proceed  further,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government 
shall  have  raised  to  a  certain  extent,  organized, 
and  distrilnited  the  different  species  of  force  which 
the  National  Legislature  has  authorized.  Con- 
sidering the  widely  extended  territory  over  which 
the  people  of  this  country  are  scattered,  and  va- 
rious other  cfrcumstances  connected  with  this 
subject,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  the  raising, 
organization,  and  distribution  of  a  large  army 
should  be  the  work  of  a  day.  Time  must  rikI 
would  be  required  to  perfect  a  system  on  which 

,  we  are  about  to  rely  for  the  defence  of  the  nation, 
and  for  redressing  the  multiplied  wrongs  it  has- 
already  suffered.  The  passage  of  the  embargo 
law  ought  to  remove  all  doubts  from  everjr  mind 
in  regard  to  the  question  of  war.  That  question 
be  considered  settled.  The  stand  was  taken,  and 
it  would  be  maintained.  Viewing,  then,  the 
mcasiire  of  ambargo  as  intended  to  keep  our  prop- 
arty  at  home,  and  to  notify  our  citizens  abroad  of 
Ibe  storm  which  is  approaching,  its  duration  had 
be^tt  Bled  wiib  reference  to  the  present  lUte  of 


prepafation  for  war,  and  to  the  probable  peri 
when  such  preparation  would  be  sufficient  to  q 
tiiorize  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  la  \ 
space  of  ninety  days,  it  isunderstood,  thecooot 
will  be  prepared  to  embark  in  the  contest — a  co 
test  which  the  American  people  are  cootIdc 
could  not  have  been  avoided  without  an  ab«Dd<^ 
ment  of  their  essential  interests.  If,  then,  all  t 
legislative  acts  are  passed,  which}  for  the  presei 
it  is  important  should  be  ^saed.  he  coulJ  pi 
ceive  no  subtOantial  objection  to  a  recess  for 
few  weeks.  Will  such  recess  retard  the  prepai 
tions  for  war?  Ceruinly  not.  On  the  contrai 
it  appea/e4  «>  bivn  calculated  io  expedite  tbei 
The  Head  of  the  War  Departmeni  would  be  i 
lieved  from  the  daily  interruniioas  to  which  <l 
ring  the  session  of  Congress  he  is  liable,  and  t| 
other  members  of  the  Admiaislration  would  i 
eaabled  to  unite  their  exertions  in  the  import* 
duties  which  at  this  moment  press  so  heavily  \ 
that  Department.  Will  a  cootinuaace  of  the  $< 
sion  now,  enable  us,  eventually,  to  adjourn  soon 
than  ifa  recess  be  bad?  Obviously  not.  Coogn 
must  be  in  session, at  the  termination  of  the  e^ 
bargo,  and  the  only  question  to  be  decided  is,  sb| 
we  remain  here  with  nothing  to  do^  or  speodi 
part  of  the  intermediate  ttine  at  our  respectii 
homes,  Thecoanderations  in  favor  of  the  lati 
course  were  so  imposing  and  so  apparent  that 
could  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  use  them. 

Mr.  d.  said  he  was  aware  of  the  fears  ent€ 
taiaed  by  some. as  to  the  impression  which, 
recess- might  produce  on  the  public  mind,  ^ 
thoucht  they  were  altogether  groundless.  T| 
people  of  this  country  possessed  a  great  share  i 
intelligence,  and  would  judge  correctly  upoo  i) 
subject.  They  would  have  before  them  the  ti 
denee  of  busy  warlike  preparations  through ji 
the  nation ;  and  with  the  information  that  Co 
grass  had  adjourned  ooly  for  a  few  weeks,  to  ca 
vene  again  under  peculiar  circumstances,  at  i 
unusual  and  inclement  season,  they  could  not  h 
to  perceive,  what  he  believed  time  would  con  fin 
that  their  representatives  intend  not  todisappoii 
their  expectations. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  few  remarks  be  had  ofier< 
were  intended  to  prevent  any  misconception  < 
hie  views.  Hisobjeel  was,  to  adjourn  from  aboi 
the  20th  of  tiie  present  month  to  the  l5th  of  Jun 
The  resolution,  however,  only  proposed  an  inquij 
on  the  subject. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted : 

Re$oh€d^  Thai  a  eommittee  be  appointed,  to  jo 
such  committee  as  the  Senate  any  appoint,  to  oonnd 
and  report  what  buaneaa  demands  the  immsdiate  a 
lention  of  Congress,  and  whether  a  reeess  be  ooc 
patible  with  the  public  interest,  and  the  term  of  sui 
recess. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BRITISH  GOODS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee » 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  imports 
tion  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  under  ce 
tain  circumstances,  from  Qreat  Britain,  her  col< 
nies,  or  dependencies. 

[This  is  the  bill  which  proposes  to  authoria 
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be  joporiation  of  allffoods,  wares^aad  mercban- 
irse.  being  the  growth,  prodace,  or  maoufacture 
ff  Great  Britain-,  her  colonies,  or  dependencies, 
(id  which  were  actually  contracted  for  in  Qreat 
3ntaiD.  her  cotontes  or  dependeocies,  anterior  to 
\t  first  day  of  February,  1811.] 
Mr.  Newton  stated  that  he  bad  called  up  this 
nil  at  the  pressing  instance  of  others;  that  he 
ns  incapacitated,  by  indisposition,  from  now  dis- 
nssiogit  himself;  but  that  he  had  always  doubt- 
^  the  policy  of  such  a  measure. 
Mr.  Rhea  said  this  bill  having,  contrary  to  his 
speetatioD,  travelled  so  far  as  to  arrive  to  be  con* 
i^ed  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  and 
le  beioif  desirous  to  arrest  its  progress,  and  put 
toead  to  an  expectation  which  had  partially  ex* 
!(eii.  be  intenaed  to  make  a  motion  to  try  the 
rnnciple  thereof.  The  object  of  this  bill  was,  to 
idmii  the  importation  of  British  products  and 
Dprcbaodise  into  the  United  States,  He  consid* 
^  thii  bill  directly  opposed  to,  and  a  virtual 
Ypetl.  to  a  certain  extent,  of  the  non-importation 
dv.  If  it  be  the  object  of  any  gentleman  to  re- 
peal directly  or  indirectly  the  non-importation 
av.  let  a  resolution  on  that  subject  be  presented, 
Bid  tbeo  there  will  be  an  opportunity  to  meet  the 
pestioa  fairly  in  the  face,  whether  the  non-im- 
pofUtioQ  law  shall  be  repealed.  He  hoped  this 
(oevtioQ  would  be  taken  as  speedily  as  possible. 
(iesitatioQ  to  this  case  was  dangerous;  and,  be* 
iQg  desirous  to  put  an  end  to  this  bill,  he  now 
Dored  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 

Mr. LowN 068  assured  the  honorable  gentleman 
fro!n  Tennessee  (Mr.  Rrba)  that  the  injunction 
vliich  had  issued  a^inst  long  debates  would  not 
:)e  disregarded  by  him.    He  would  not  compiiiin 
^fasr  restrictioo  which  might  be  imposed  on  the 
ttgib  of  his  spet'.h.    But  he  regretted  that  the 
£o:iortbte  gentleman  should  have  thought  it  fair 
tod  decent  to  prevent,  by  the  motion  which  be 
£ii  made,  the  production  of  those  amendments 
vbieh  he  knew  to  have  been  prepared  ;  that  he 
'iioald  bare  endeavored  to  direct  the  discussion 
^  the  bill  not  to  the  improved  shape  in  which 
^  proposed  amendments  might  present  it,  but 
%  that  the  defects  of  which  were  acknowledged, 
ni  wonld,  perhaps,  if  the  gentleman  had  permit- 
'^^  M  have  been  removed.    Yet  I  believe,  said 
^'•L,  that  the  object  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
3n.  however  reasonable  and  candid  it  may  be, 
^1 001  be  attained  bv  the  plan  which  he  has 
^t«d.    In  arguing  that  the  first  section  of  the 
^'1  oQght  net  to  be  stricken  out,  no  rule  of  debate 
^'^be  iafringed  bv  showing  both  the  advantage 
'*j:eh  it  may  proauee  in  its  present  form,  and 
•^iose  which  the  intended  amendments  may  give 
>  The  bill  as  it  stands  proposes  to  admit  the 
aporution  of  such  articles  of  EngKsh  prodnc- 
^oaor  manafaeture  as  were  purchased  or  con- 
tracted for  by  American  citizens  before  the  first 
ity  of  Fehruary,  181 1.    This  distinctidn,  depend- 
»t  on  ihe  date  of  purchase  or  of  coatract,  would 
^^  be  practicable  if  it  were  just,  nor  just  though 
-  vne  practicable.    How  could  the  time  of  pur- 
^^^^  be  ascertained  ?    By  inspection  of  the  mer- 
?UDi's  papers  %    You  might  as  reasonably  expect  I 
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to  ascertain  it  by  inspection  of  the  goods  them- 
selves. The  honcat  merchant  indeed  who  has 
money  in  England  would  not  himself  invest  it  in 
^oods  which  under  this  bill  could  not  be  imported 
into  this  country  without  fraud.  But  his  money 
would  not  be  allowed  to  remain  unproductive. 
If  he  could  not  use  it,  it  would  become  (by  the 
sale  of  his  bills)  the  property  of  those  who  could. 
The  full  amount  of  American  property  in  Eng- 
land would  still  be  imported ;  but  imported  not 
for  the  benefit  of  the  conscientious  merchant,  but 
of  the  fraudulent  speculator.  It  would  be  a 
trade  in  perjury.  But  if  yuu  could  apply  the  dis- 
tinction without  danger  of  being  deceived  in 
favor  of  those  who  purchased  English  manufac- 
tures at  a  time  when  they  say  they  knew  not  of 
any  legal  impediment  to  their  importation,  what 
is  their  claim  of  justice  to  this  distinction  ?  They 
have  exported  the  produce  of  their  country,  and 
obtained  in  exchange  for  it  English  manufactures, 
which  to  them  must  be  altogether  worthless  unless 
you  permit  their  importation  into  America.  But 
those  who  have  not  purchased  English  manufac- 
tures, who  have  exported  the  produce  of  your 
country  and  exchanged  it  for  English  paper, 
must  be  equally  deprived  of  an  equivalent  for 
what  they  have  sold,  if  the  iniportation  of  those 
articles  ot  value  which  alone  their  paper  can  pro* 
cure  them  be  prohibited.  If  indeed  the  property 
which  our  merchants  hold  in  the  currency  of  Eng- 
land could  be  transmitted  to  this  country,  that 
which  they  hold  in  manufactures  might  be  read- 
ily exchanged  for  that  currency  (although  perhaps 
some  loss  would  be  incurred)  and  might  also  be 
transmitted.  Both  classes  ofeases  then  or  neither 
deserve  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature,  and 
the  amendment  which  shall  place  both  upon  a 
footinof  will  probably  be  concurred  in  by  those 
who  think  that  in  the  expectation  of  war  every 
facility  should  be  afforded  to  the  return  of  our 
property  from  abroad,  and  even  by  such  gentle- 
men as  believe  that  American  property  ought  not 
in  any  case  to  be  admitted  into  America  ifit  con- 
sist of  articles  "  of  the  ffrowth,  produce,  or  man- 
ufacture of  England."  The  amendment  of  which 
I  have  spoken  will  substitute  for  a  condition  of 
importation  (the  date  of  contracts  in  a  foreign 
country)  admitting  of  endless  doubts  and  frauds, 
the  simple  condition  of  arriving  within  a  certain 
time  (I  shall  propose  the  first  of  August)  at  some 
port  of  the  United  States.  It  will  bring  fairly 
before  the  House  this  question,  Shall  such  citizens 
of  the  United  States  as  may  have  property  in  the 
country  with  which  we  expect  soon  to  he  involved 
in  war,  be  compelled  to  retain  it  there  until  war 
occur? 

Is  it  not  the  interest  of  the  country  that  all  the 
property  of  its  citizens  should  be  secured  ?  Is 
not  national  the  mere  aggregate  of  individual 
wealth?  And  in  the  contest  in  which  we  shall 
be  engaged,  will  there  not  be  as  large  a  deinand 
upon  the  pecuniary  resources  as  upon  the  military 
prowess  of  the  nation  ?  An  addition  of  twenty 
or  thirty  millions  worth  of  articles  of  the  first 
utility  to  such  as  we  now  possess,  an  addition  for 
which  we  shall  have  to  pay  nothing,  cannot  be  a 
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matter  of  indifference  to  the  Legislative.  The 
advantage  however  may  be  bought  too  dearly. 
It  will  be  bought  too  dearly  if  it  afford  to  the  ea- 
emy  greater  relief  than  to  us.    I  shall  inquire 

£resently  into  the  effect  of  the  measure  upon  Eng- 
md ;  but  it  seems  impossible  to  deny  that  it  will 
be  beneficial  in  America  in  its  immediate  result. 

But  this  American  property  may  be  brougfai 
home  in  something  else  than  British  manufac^ 
tures.  Why  do  not  our  merchants  bring  home 
apecie  ?  Simply  I  believe  because  they  cannot 
get  it.  If  our  merchants  can  procure  specie  for 
th^  amount  of  their  property  in  England,  the 
question  is  decided — the  bill  is  unnecessary  and 
improper ;  and  the  House  cannot  too  soon  reject 
it.  All  the  information  however  which  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  of  the  present  situation  of 
England,  of  her  commercial  relations  with  other 
States,  of  her  bank  paper,  of  the  rarity  of  specie 
in  her  money  circulation,  tends  to  prove  that  the 
amount  of  American  property  there  cannot  be 
brought  home  in  specie.  The  scarcity  of  gold  and 
silver  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  most  authen- 
tic acts  of  the  English  Government.  In  its  cor- 
respondence with  Sir  John  Moore,  during  his 
Spanish  campaign,  its  inability  to  procure  the 
amount  of  specie  which  the  army  required  is  ex- 
plicitly declared.  By  what  motive  of  passion  or 
of  interest,  which  can  influencea  cabinet,  were  not 
the  English  Ministry  stimulated  to  exertion  on 
that  occasion  !  Yet  all  their  exertions  and  their 
power  were  unable  to  procure  a  quantity  of  specie 
greatly  inferior  to  the  amount  of  American  prop- 
erty now  in  England.  The  documents  which 
have  been  published  on  the  subject  of  the  expe- 
dition to  Walcheren  show  that  specie  to  the 
amount  of  a  few  hundred  thousand  pounds  only 
could  then  be  procured  by  the  Government.  Can 
you  expect  the  American  merchant  to  be  much 
more  successful  ?  The  amount  of  our  property 
DOW  in  England  must  be  brought  home  in  Eng- 
lish manufactures,  or  not  at  all.  Is  it  better  that 
it  should  be  so  brought  home  or  be  lost  to  the  in- 
dividuals and  the  country,  at  least  for  the  duration 
of  the  war  ? 

Those  who  believe  that  the  nation  will  not  be 
benefitted  by  withdrawing  from  the  hands  of  its 
enemy  an  amount  of  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of 
dollars,  of  which  it  must  otherwise  lose  at  least 
the  use  during  the  war,  will  probably  believe  too 
that  the  Government  will  not  be  benefitted  by  an 
addition  of  six  or  seven  millions  to  the  revenue 
of  the  year.  I  cannot  adopt  this  theory,  but  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  refute  it. 

Whatever  may  be  the^d vantages  of  the  mea- 
sure to  America,  however,  (bey  must  be  removed 
if  it  will  produce  greater  advantages  to  England. 
What  are  the  advantages  which  it  will  afford  to 
England  7  It  is  by  the  sale,  it  may  be  said,  of 
her  manufactures  in  foreign  countries  thit  Eng- 
land renders  the  world  tributary  to  her  industry. 
But  it  will  probably  be  granted,  that  this  yent  of 
her  manufactures  is  advantageous  to  her  only  as 
it  procures  in  exchange  the  productions  of  other 
countries.  The  exportation  of  English  manufac- 
tures could  be  of  no  advantage  to  E&gland  if  they 


were  exported  to  be  sunk  or  eapiu red  and  confij 
cated.  An  unrestricted  trade  indeed  betwei 
Britain. and  America  would  be  highly  importa^ 
to  the  former,  because  it  would  furnish  her  wi^ 
the  articles  which  she  wants  most  in  exchan^ 
for  those  which  she  can  spare.  The  operatioa  | 
the  non-importation  act,  if  it  could  be  execute 
and  if  peace  were  to  continue,  might  possibly  \ 
as  efficacious  as  some  gentlemen  suppose  it,  bl 
its  efficacy  would  be  derived  from  its  debarrii^ 
England  from  the  use  and  ourselves  therefore  froj 
the  sale  oi  such  of  our  productions  as  we  haij 
hHherto  furnished  to  her.  But  the  question  ooi 
is  not  whether  we  shall  permit  a  trade  which  m« 
enable  England  to  procure  our  produce  in  e 
change  for  hers.  Thit  will  be  prevented  by  ti 
embargo,  and  the  war  which  will  succeed  it. 
is  now  unnecessary  to  restrain  the  importation 
Eogttah  manufactures  owned  by  Aoaerican  ci^ 
zens  in  order  to  discourage  the  supply  of  Englao 
with  American  productions;  because  that  suppj 
is  now  prohibited*  The  importation  ofEoglij 
manufactures  can  be  beneficial  io  England  odI 
as  it  shall  form  the  basis  of  the  subsequent  expo 
tation.  of  our  produce.  And  the  importation  ( 
English  manufactures  to  the  amount  of  Arae 
ican  property  in  England  cannot  form  the  basis  ^ 
subsequent  exportation.  | 

I  have  considered  only,  Mr.  Chairman,  tl^ 
national  interest  which  England  may  be  suppos^ 
to  have  in  this  measure.  An  attempt  to  examii^ 
in  detail  its  effects  on  different  classes  of  her  so^ 
jects,  would  embarrass  rather  than  instruct  u{ 
To  her  manufactures,  however,it  may  be  observej 
that  the  measure  would  by  no  means  offer  th^ 
immediate  relief  and  employment  which  ma 
have  been  expected  from  it.  The  period  propose 
to  be  allowed  for  the  introduction  of  America 
property  will  be  too  short  to  permit  orders  to  b 
given  to  the  4manufacturers.  Such  articles  onl| 
can  be  imported  as  are  finished  and  already  in  il^ 
markeu  Indirectly,  indeed,  the  manufacturer  m^ 
receire  some  temporary  relief,  but. the  nation  (| 
the  importation  be  limited  to  the  amount  ^ 
American  property  there)  can  receive  none. 

But  it  may  be  thought  that  this  limitation  < 
the  importation  to  the  amount  of  American  pro^ 
erty  in  England  cannot  be  effectually  enforce] 
I  must  believe  that  the  House  ^gr^es  with  me  i 
the  opinion  that  England  cannot  be  enriched  bj 
the  payment  of  her  debts  although  she  should  pa 
them  in  manufactures,  and  that  America  caoa« 
butba  benefitted  by  receivingpayment.  Althoug 
then  this  unequivocal  benent  to  America  wer 
attended  by  some  small  advantage  to  BnslanJ 
although  in  receiving  tweiKy  or  thirty  millioi^ 
of  American  property  we  should  allow  Englanj 
to  smuggle  a  few  millions  of  her  property  int| 
the  country,  the  preponderance  of  advantage  ti 
us  could  rarely  be  questioned.  But  there  is  ni 
ground  for  the  apprehension  that  English  prop 
erty,  to  an  amount  worthy  of  the  consideratioi 
of  the  Legislature,  would  be  imported  under  thj 
bill,  although  amepded  in  the  manner  which 
have  proposed. 

I  place  00  reliance,  sir,  upon  the  ample  provi 
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sioD  of  oaths,  which  the  hill  containc.  It  may^ 
perhaps  be  said  justly  that  their  only  effect  would 
Wto  drife  hooest  men  from  the  trade,  and  to  draw 
dbhoDest  meo  into  it.  But  there  are  three  clauses, 
tke  co-opera tioD  of  which  will  eftctually  prevent 
die  importation  of  English  manufactures  to  an 
amount  which  shall  exceed  that  of  American 
property  in  England.  The  shortness  of  the  term 
itiriog  which  goods  can  be  exported  from  Eng- 
hod  with  the  reasonable  hope  of  their  arriving 
b«re  in  u'me  to  be  admitted  under  the  bill.  The 
npeetation  of  war,  which  may  render  it  difficurlc 
Ibrthe  English  merchant  to  procure  the  returns 
Df  his  adventure,  or  which  may  hazard  its  loss. 
And  the  adequacy  of  that  supply  of  English  man- 
i&etores,  which  the  fair  operation  of  the  bill 
toold  give  as. 

If  this  bill  were  passed  immediately,  the  ships 
tbieh  should  import  English  merchandise  under 
its  provisions  (amended  as  I  have  proposed)  must 
Inre  England  within  four  or  five  weeks  after 
the  knowledge  of  its  passage  shall  have  reached 
that  country.  Within  so  short  a  time,  the  num- 
ber of  American  vessels  which  can*  te  expected 
iotake  lo  their  lading  and  depart,  can  hardly  be 
greater  than  will  be  required  for  the  transmission 
of  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  American  property, 
fhe  returns  of  twelve  or  thirteen  months  of  free 
exportation  will  surely  require  all  these  vessels  to 
nable  them  to  be  made  in  the  month.  And  if 
iDamonot  eqaal  only  to  that  of  American  prop- 
erty la  England  be  imported,  we  cannot  douot 
dkat  that  amount  will  be  American  property ;  be- 
»Qse  the  American  merchant  can  afford  a  better 
freight  to  secure  the  return  of  his  capital  than  the 
Boglish  speculator  cafi  give  To/  a  doubtful  ad- 
reotare.  But  if  the  amount  of  property  imported 
be  bat  equal  to  that  which  we  owe  in  England, 
it  really  matters  little  in  a  national  view  by  whom 
it  is  imported.  It  will  be  but  the  payment  of  the 
lebt  irnieh  England  owes  us.  It  will  not  be  the 
^is  of  subsequent  exportation. 

Independently  however  of  the  obstacles  to  the 
a&portatJon  of  English  property  resulting  froiti 
tte  want  of  vessels ;  the  notion  that  English  spec- 
ohtors  would  send  to  this  country  a  considerable 
mount  of  their  manufactures,  in  addition  to  the 
tveoty  or  thirty  millions  worth  of  our  own  citi- 
:h)s.  seems  to  me  most  extravagant.  They  must 
tagage  in  this  hazardous  speculation  in  the  des- 
y^  of  doable  duties,  (if  a  proposition  to  that  ef- 
^t  which  will  be  made  by  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Rfeans  ■shall  be  adopted,) 
t^ia  defiance  of  the  difficulties  and  the  dangers 
v^ieh  must  attach  to  the  returns  of  their  adven- 
^es.  These  are  articles  which  the  activity  of 
^Qglish  enterprise  would  surmount  to  reach  a 
o^ricet  destitute  of  their  goods;  but  can  you  think 
it  will  surmount  them  to  reach  a  market  already 
applied  ? 

Thearguments  which  I  have  hitherto  used,  Mr. 
Chairman,  have  been  formed  on  the  supposition 
that  the  non-importation  law  has  been  rigidly 
executed,  and  that  it  will  continue  to  be  so  until 
the  Legislature  shall  think  proper  to  modify  or 
'^pe^it.  If  this  be  not  the  fact ;  if  fingliah  maon- 


factures  be  now  imported,  the  only  effect  of  the 
mea!»ure,  which  I  propose,  will  be  to  take  from 
France  that  monopoly  of  the  trade  which  it  now 
enjoys,  and  to  give  to  Government  the  revenue 
which  it  fruitlessly  renounces.  But  the  American 
property  now  in  England,  which  I  propose  to  ad- 
mit by  law,  cannot  he  excluded,  and  this  forms  the 
best  argument  for  its  legal  admission*  It  is  pos- 
sible, perhaps,  by  law,  to  prevent  all  commercial 
intercourse  between  England  and  America.  It 
is  possible,  perhaps,  to  prevent  it  by  war.  But  to 
permit  the  exportation  of  your  property  to  an  im- 
mense amount  to  England,  and  effectually  to  pro- 
hibit the  only  returns  for  which  she  can  make 
you,  are  schemes  of  policy  obviously  incongruous 
and  incompatible.  Experience  shows  us,  and, 
indeed,  common  sense  teaches,  that,  to  impose 
enormous  duties  upon  the  importation  of  any  arti- 
cle, infallibly  produces  smuggling.  But  what 
temptation,  or  rather  what  coercion  to  the  diso- 
bedience of  law  can  be  so  strong  as  that  which 
makes  it  not  disadvantageous,  but  ruinous  to  obey 
it ;  which  offers  no  other  alternative  to  the  n^er* 
chant  for  the  entire  sacrifice  of  his  property,  but 
that  it  should  be  smuj;gled  into  the  country? 

Among  the  objections  to  the  importation  of 
American  property  from  England,  the  injury 
which  may  result  to  our  manufacturing  establish- 
ments is  probably  not  the  weakest.  This  appre- 
hension, however,  will  be  obviated  by  an  addi- 
tional clause,  which  will  be  proposed  to  this  bill 
by  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  for  doubting  the  present  duties.  This 
protection  will,  I  believe,  be  ample.  It  is  such  as 
we  have  reason  to  think  will  fully  satisfy  the 
manufacturers.  For  them  it  is  nHucb  better  than 
a  prohibition.  A  scale  of  duties  judiciously  form- 
ed is  always  more  advantageous  to  the  manufac- 
turer than  the  total  prohibition  of  all  importation, 
even  where  it  can  be  enforced.  In  the  former 
case  the  disposable  industry  of  the  nation  is  ap- 
plied to  those  branches  of  manufacture  for  which 
the  country  is  best  adapted  by  its  situation,  by  the 
materials  which  it  can  furnish}  and  by  the  habits 
of  its  citizens.  The  manufacture  so  established 
may  acquire  a  strength  and  vigor  which  may  sus- 
tain it  under  less  favorable  circumstances.  A 
foreign  manufacture,  too,  may  often  be  highly 
conducive  if  not  necessary  to  the  success  of  a 
manufactory  of  our  own  country.  The  wire  im- 
ported into  this  countrv  to  be  made  into  cotton 
and  wool  cards,  furnisnes  an  instance  of  this 
kind.  But  the  objection  deduced  from  the  state 
of  our  manufactures  is  sufficiently  answered  by 
the  remark,  that  no  manufacturer  has  asked  of 
this  House  greater  protection  than  will  be  afford- 
ed by  the  increase  of  duties  which  is  proposed. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  were  no  induce- 
ment to  this  measure  in  its  probable  effect  on  the 
interests  of  individuals  or  on  the  revenue  of  the 
country,  all  the  evils  which  can  possibly  result 
from  it,  and  even  those  which  the  most  gloomy 
imagination  can  anticipate,  would  be  compensat- 
ed by  an  advantage  which  I  have  not  yet  men- 
tioned. It  will  bring  home  your  seamen.  You 
have  laid  an  embargo  to  retain  those  who  are  at 
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home,  and  is  it  not  as  important  to  secure  the  r«- 
tarn  of  those  who  are  abroad  ?  In  that  delusion 
of  the  mercantile  part  of  our  citizens  in  respect 
to  the  probability  of  a  war,  which  we  all  deplore, 
do  you  expect  that  they  will  order  their  vessels 
to  this  country  unless  freights  for  them  can  be 
procured?  They  will  seek  for  employment  in 
every  port  in  Europe.  When  war,  then,  shall 
throw  these  vessels  and  their  crews  into  the  hands 
of  your  enemy  :  when  thousands  of  your  sailors 
shall  become  the  prisoners,  or  shall  be  forced  to 
engage  in  the  naval  service  of  England,  will  you 
not  repent  the  policy  which  prohibited  their  re- 
turn to  their  country  ?  In  a  contest  with  the  en- 
emy against  which  you  expect  to  be  engaged  in 
war,  your  bills  for  a  new  army,  for  volunteers, 
for  militia,  are  futile  measures  of  preparation 
compared  with  one  which  would  give  you  the 
command  of  that  body  of  seamen,  whose  enter- 
prise and  activity  are  unmatched,  and  who  are 
now  exposed,  without  protection,  on  every  sea  of 
Europe.  Surely  his  political  views  must  be  in- 
scrutable to  common  minds,  who  can  see,  in  the 
admission  of  English  manufactures  until  the  first 
of  August,  into  this  country,  in  payment  of  adebt 
which  is  dfue  to  us,  greater  advantaji^es  toEngUnd 
than  would  result  to  America,. from  the  recovery 
of  thousands  of  her  seamen. 

To  this  measure,  which  the  interests  of  the 
country  requires,  which  the  duty  of  the  Govern 
ment  enjoins,  some  objections  may  be  deduced 
from  our  supposed  engagements  with  France. 
Both  belligerents  had  violated  our  neutral  rights; 
each  had  asserted  th^  priority  of  their  violation 
by  its  enemy.  France,  in  particular,  had  pretend- 
ed to  attribute  her  injurious  decrees  to  the  culpar 
ble  acquiescence  of  neutrals  in  the  usurpations  of 
England.    America  resisted  the  conduct  of  both 
Powers,  by  different  measures,  of  what  has  been 
called  the  restrictive  system,  designed  to  operate 
impartially  against  both.    One  of  these  measures 
(the  non-intercourse)  was  made  by  France  the 
pretext  for  further  outrage  and  aggression.    This 
measure  was  repealed  (by  the  act  of  May,  1810) 
and  a  provision  was  made  by  Coogre^ss,  that  if 
one  belligerent  should  repeal  his  injurious  decrees, 
and  the  other  should  persist  in  them,  the  manu- 
factures and  productions  of  the  offending  Power 
should  no  longer  be  admitted  into  this  country. 
The  communication  of  this  act  to  the  French 
Government  was  followed  by  the  letter  of  the 
Duke  of  Cadore.  which  contains  the  repeal  or 
promise  of  repeal  of  the  French  decrees.    That 
repeal  is  expressly  attributed  to  the  retraction  of 
the  non-intercourse  act,  and  to  the  engagement 
of  America  to  oppose  herself  to  the  Power  which 
should  persevere  in  its  injuries  after  the  other 
should  have  desisted.    It  is  declared  to  be  made 
on  the  understanding  that  America  ^' shall  cause 
her  rights  to  be  respected."    If,  from  these  cir- 
cumstances, we  infer  an  obligatory  engagement  to 
France,  to  what  does  that  engagement  extend  ? 
To  resistance  to  English  injustice — to  effectual 
resistance.   Although  the,DuKe  of  Cadore's  letter 
implies  an  engagement  to  resist  conformably  to , 
the  act  of  May,  yet  a  reasonable  constructbn  even  > 


of  this  letter  would  apply  it  to  the  fact  of  rest 
ance,  not  to  the  mode.  A  just  regard  to  the  io( 
pendence  of  our  country  requires  this  constri 
tion.  If  we  were  engaged  in  a  common  war  wj 
France  against  England,  the  mode  of  atmck,  ^ 
element  on  which  we  should  assail  her,  vould 
left  to  our  discretion.  But  I  cannot  persuade  m 
self  that  this  inquiry  is  necessary.  The  engaj 
ment  with  France  cannot  be  construed  as  pi 
hibiting  us  from  resisting  England  by  war  aswi 
as  by  a  non-importation  act,  nor  can  it  probil 
any. measure,  which  the  situation  of  this  couot 
may  require,  to  render  that  war  vigorous  aod  s^ 
cessful.  Would  the  importation  of  any  munitio 
of  war  be  a  breach  of  faith  7  And,  if  not,  h(\ 
can  any  modification  of  our  restrictive  sfstej 
the  design  and  the  effect  of  which  will  be  oot 
relieve  the  enemy  from  its  pressure,  or  to  do  so 
a  degree  entirely  disproportioned  to  the  advant 
ges  which  he  shall  receive  ?  How  can  such 
modification  infringe  our  engagements  wij 
France  ?  A  breach  of  faith  may  as  reasoDsh 
be  alleged  when  we  shall  admit  the  importatij 
of  the  prize  goods  of  English  manu&cture,  wbi^ 
OUT  privateers  may  capture. 

I  feel  no  disposition,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  dir^ 
the  resentment  of  .the  country  from  that  Dstic 
against  which  our  preparations  have  been  dire^ 
ed.  Whatever  may  nave  been  the  conduct  | 
France,  tire  right,  the  sound  policy,  the  duty  | 
resisting  the  usurpation  of  England  is  animitti{ 
ed  by  it.  But,  can  it  be  disguised  that  Fraoj 
has  not  paid  that  punctilious  respect  to  our  rigM 
which  can  entitle  her,  in  opposition  to  its  spirf 
too.  to  a  literal  performance  of  the  supposed  e^ 
gagement  ?  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  meal 
ure  which  is  proposed  is  not  a  violation  of  aoj 
engagement  with  France,  and  that  the  coDdo^ 
of  France  has  left  us  free  from  all  obligatioos  i 
contract  to  pursue  the  course  which  is  reqaire 
by  the  interest  and  honor  of  our  own  couDtry. 

But,  if  we  had  become  parties  to  what  iscall^ 
the  Continental  system  by  a  formal  treaty,  shoal 
we  consider  ourselves  as  bound  more  stroQgl| 
than  France  herself  to  exclude  English  prodo^ 
tions  ?    Would  we  not  revolt  from  such  ad< 

frading  confession  of  inferiority  and  depeodeDC^ 
'ranee  admits  by  license  the  importation  of  Eog 
lish  productions,  on  the  condition  of  an  eqaivl 
lent  exportation  of  French  productions.  A-M 
may  not  we  admit  the  importation  of  EogN 
productions,  for  which,  as  American  property,  vj 
shall  have  to  pay  no  equivalent  ?  j 

I  have  attempted  to  show,  Mr.  Chairman,  tba^ 
the  obvious  interest  which  every  country  musj 
have  in  securing  the  property  of  its  citizeoj  J" 
the  approach  of  war  requires  the  adoption  of  ta^ 
measure  which  is  now  proposed.  By  no  otb«l 
can  the  amount  of  American  property  (wbicb 
have  heard  estimated  by  no  one  at  less  than  iwefl' 
ty  millions)  be  brought  home.  In  respect  to  t&e 
impracticability  of  any  other  method  of  transmi^ 
sion,  I  may  reasonably  hope  that  the  autheati 
facts,  which  I  have  referred  to,  will  not  becouo- 
terpoised  by  vague  conjecture  or  loose  conversa- 
tion,   i  may  hope  that  bills  of  exchange,  ifl  F' 
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iealar,  will  doc  be  considered  as  famishing  a 
KSDs  for  the  transmission  of  this  property.  An 
idiridual  may,  indeed,  by  the  sale  of  biUs  ex- 
koge  his  property  in  England  for  property  in 
his  country.  But  the  amount  of  American  prop- 
rtr  in  England  eridently  cannot  be  afl^ted  by 
his  transaction.  That  amount  can  only  be  re- 
need  by  the  importation  of  merchandise  or  spe- 
it.  The  whole  question  is  one  of  comparative 
nefit  to  England  and  to  America  ;  but  it  may 
e  feared  that  the  decision  may  be  influenced  by 
riitt  seems  (to  me  at  least)  an  erroneous  view 
if  political  consistency.  A  wavering  and  timid 
lolicy,  indeed,  can  never  be  wise.  But  such  is 
tot  the  character  of  the  measure  which  ia  pro- 
posed. 

The  non-importation  law  was  calculated  to 
Mevent  England  from  obtaining  our  produce 
B  exchange  for  her  manufactures.  The  opera* 
ioD  of  the  embargo  and  of  the  war,  which  will 
Mcceed  it,  will  be  to  prevent  her  from  obtaining 
DOT  produce  at  all.  The  proposed  measure,  under 
(he  circamstaoces  of  the  time,  is  not  a  suspension 
for  a  day  of  the  principle  of  the  non-importation 
tct  because  its  effects,  as  I  have  endeavored  to 
^Te.  cannot  be  to  enable  England  to  procure 
nr  produce  in  exchange  for  her  manufactures. 
Bat  if  our  restrictive  system  has  been  found  in- 
nffieient,  and  we  have  determined  to  apply  war 
n  aid  of  it,  the  niodiflcation  of  either  system  of 
war  or  restriction  which  is  adopted  in  order  to 
pre  energy  to  the  other,  cannot  fairly  be  ehareed 
with  inconsistency.  The  inconsistency  is  rather 
in  determining  to  make  war,  and  in  refusing  those 
preparatory  steps  which  wonid  render  it  vigorous 
asd  honorable. 

1  hare  intended  to  ar^e,  sir,  entirely  on  the 

npposition  that  the  non-importation  act  was  in 

itself  wise.    The  firmest  believer  in  the  efficacy 

of  commercial  restrictions  may  consistently  adopt 

a  measore,  which,  while  it  is  of  the  utmost  ad- 

nnuge  to  us,  can  afford  but  little  relief  to  the  en- 

fnj.   Candor,  however,  obliges  me  to  own  that, 

is  eTery  view  of  its  policy  which  I  am  capable 

of  laking,  the  restrictive  system  appears  incom- 

fatibiewith  the  situation  and  the  character  of 

our  citizens.    If,  in  a  view  of  political  economy, 

it  were  wise — if,  in  a  view  to  its  permanent  exe« 

mon  it  were  possible — I  should  still  think  (what 

^  the  first  project  of  a  non-importation  law  I 

bre  always  thought)  that  its  advantages  would 

W  too  dearly  pnrchased  bv  presenting  our  Qor- 

^ment  to  its  citizens  in  tne  constant  attitude  of 

Teprcssiog  their  enterprise,  and  punishing  their 

:ad\istry.    I  had  rather  that  we  should  lose  twen* 

IT  vessels  by  capture  to  a  foreign  enemy,  against 

whom  the  resentment  of  our  citizens  would  be 

directed,  than  that  one  should  be  confiscated  by 

onr  own  laws.    But,  while  (  make  this  avowal  of 

an  opioioQ,  whieh,  I  iear,  differs  from  that  of  a 

Bujority  of  the  House,  I  must  add  that  the  mens* 

QK  now  proposed  is  supported  bv  arguments  per* 

fectly  consistent  with  a  general  approbation  of 

theooQ-importation  act. 

The  only  question  is,  not  whether  England'shall 
procare  our  prodsee  in  ezehange  for  her  manu* 


factures,  but  whether,  having  obtained  our  pro- 
duce, she  shall  pay  for  it  7 

After  Mr.  Lowndes  concluded  his  speech  the 
question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  and  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Lowndes  having  read  an  amendment  which 
he  intended  to  propose,  going  to  the  admission  of 
all  goods  which  should  arrive  in  this  country  pre* 
vious  to  the  first  of  August  next*- 

Mr.McKiM  said  he  apprehended  theobjectof  the 
gentleman  from  Soutn  Carolina  was  a  general 
suspension  of  the  noo-importation  act.  In  a  na- 
tional point  of  view,  it  would  be  better  that  the  en- 
tire amount  of  the  property  in  England  should  be 
lost,  than  at  this  time  entirely  to  repeal  this  act. 
Some  object  Congress  certainlv  had  in  viewin  lay- 
ing this  restriction.  I  ask,  said  ne,  whether  that  ob- 
ject is  attained  ?  The  arrival  of  the  bill  now  be* 
fore  us  in  England  had  the  effect  to  make  the 
people  of  that  country  believe  that  we  cannot  do 
witnout  Great  Britain  ;  that  we  cannot  sustain  a 
contest  with  her.  This  conviction  will  strength- 
en them,  and  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  the  belief  that  our  only  object 
in  supporting  war  measures  was  to  deceive  them. 
To  show  why,  to  my  mind,  it  would  be  better  to 
lose  the  whole  property  than  agree  to  the  proposed 
amendments,  I  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to 
the  state  of  our  manufactures.  I  have  been  un- 
employed myself  for  four  years  past,  because  com- 
merce is  too  hazardous  to  embark  in  it.  I  have 
been  deterred  from  embarking  in  such  establish- 
ments bv  a  fear  that  Government  would  desert 
me  and  let  me  be  overrun  hj  European  imnufac- 
tures.  The  operation  of  this  law  will  tend  to  de- 
stroy them,  and  vitalljr  injure  the  interests  of  our 
own  country ;  for  it  is  my  belief  that  whenever 
we  can  within  the  United  States  supply  our  own 
wants  we  shall  then  be  an  united  people,  and  pre- 
sent a  formidable  front  to  whomsoever  shall  attack 
our  rights.  In  my  view  it  is  our  soundest  policy 
to  aim  at  that  desirable  point.  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  not  be  agreed  to,  though  I  am  desirous 
to  accommodate  those  who  have  property  in  Eng- 
land, whenever  we  can  do  it  consistently  with 
the  public  good. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  could  not  but  consider 
this  whole  bill  as  a  breach  of  our  plighted  faith 
to  France.  Let  us  regard  our  faith,  said  he,  and 
preserve  our  honor.  When  the  Executive  au- 
thority shall  declare  to  us  that  France  has  depart- 
ed from  the  contract,  I  shall  then,  and  not  till 
then,  feel  myself  perfectly  at  large ;  and  until  that 
event  take  place,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  be  dis- 
posed to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  Winn  moved  that  the  Committee  rise  and 
report  progress. 

Mr.  Cbbves  said  it  was  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance that  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  this  bill 
should  be  decided  immediately,  if  at  all.  An 
early  decision  was  necessary  to  the  execution  of 
the  measure,  if  it  should  be  adopted.  If  we  are 
on  the  verffe  of  war  and  we  have  taken  the  last 
step  which  should  precede  it,  one  from  which 
we  cannot  recede,  the  object  of  the  bill  can 
only  be  effected  between  the  present  moment  and 
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the  time  fixed  for  wur.  One  day's  delay  thea 
would  be  iDJurious.  This  is  an  argument  so  self- 
evident  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  enforcing  it. 
Even  those  opposed  to  the  measure  ought  to  1^  in 
favor  of  an  early  decision  on  it.  If  it  should  be 
adopted,  even  they  would  wish  us  to  derive  all 
possible  good  from  it ;  but  if  procrastinated,  we 
should  sufier  all  the  evil  and  enjoy  none  of  the 
good.  In  another  point  of  view  an  early  decision 
was  of  importance.  The  agitation  of  this  qoes- 
tion  gave  great  room  for  speculation.  Mr.  C. 
made  further  observations  to  prove  the  propriety 
of  proceeding  at  this  time  in  the  discussion. 

The  motion  for  the  Committee's  rising  being 
withdrawn —  ^ 

Mr.  C.  proceeded.  The  merits  of  this  question, 
he  said,  bad  been  so  fully  and  ably  illustrated  by 
liis  colleague,  that  he  had  not  pressed  what  he 
proposed  to  say  upon  the  Committee :  waiting 
till  others  who  had  objections  to  the  bill  should 
have  urged  them,  when  he  had  proposed  to  ven- 
ture a  short-reply.  But  as  no  one  appeared  dis- 
posed now  to  oppose  the  bill  before  the  Committee 
rose,  he  should  take  the  liberty  of  ofiering  a  brief 
view  of  the  subject.  The  grounds  of  objeetion 
to  the  bill  i>robably  were, 

1.  That  it  was  a  violation  of  our  compact  with 
France. 

2*  That  its  passage  would  have,  an  injurious 
effect,  by  diminishing  the  pressure  of  the  non-im- 
portation act  on  Great  Britain. 

3.  That  it  will  have  an  injurious  effect  on  our* 
selves,  by  depressing  the  spirit  of  the  country. 

And  lastly,  that  it  will  repress  the  exertions  of 
our  manufacturers,  and  clieck  the  prosperity  of 
their  rising  establishments. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  agreed  with  gentlemen  on  the 
importance  of  national  honor.  As  men,  as  citi- 
zens, as  gentlemen,  he  hoped  they  never  should 
1^  insensible  to  feelings  of  that  kind;  and  it  was 
impossible  that  the  active  and  lucid  mind  of  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.LowNDBs)  should 
have  failed  to  perceive  its  bearing  on  this  question ; 
and  he  accordingly  placed  it  on  its  proper  ground. 
I  had  the  honor,  said  Mr.  C.  with  the  worthy 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  on  a  former  occasion, 
to  give  my  aid  in  supporting  what  I  conceived 
to  be  the  national  faith.  But!  did  not  then  mean, 
sir,  that  a  yoke  should  be  hung  round  the  neck  of 
this  proud-spirited  nation ;  that  we  should  march 
in  the  track  of  France ;  that  we  should  bind  our- 
selves to  support  such  measures  as  her  policy  re- 
quired. Alter  the  spirit  of  this  nation  had  risen 
higher — when  I  had  supposed  the  people,  from 
one  extreme  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  had  de- 
termined no  longer  to  trifle  with  half-way  meas- 
ures, but  end  our  differences  by  decisive  war — I  iiad 
not  supposed  that  our  compact  with  France  was 
soeh  as  to  prevent  our  carrying  advantageously 
into  effect  this  more  manly  course,  I  will  not 
consider  it  as  a  compact  regarding  the  interests 
of  France  and  to  bind  us  forever ;  but,  if  1  were 
to  consider  the  interest  of  France  alone,  I  would 
ask  if  the  measure  of  embargo,  which  we  adopted 
the  otiber  day,  be  not  ten  times  as  strong  as  that 
which  was  be;foro.  in  force.    I  look,  however,  at 


the  interests  of  the  people ;  I  look,  too,  at  thei 
honor;  but  I  see  nothing  in  the  compact  wit 
France,  to  prevent  our  taking  this  step.  Aftc 
our  arrangement  with  that  nation  there  was  ^ 
act  passed  which  violated  equally  its  letter,  pe| 
mitting  the  importation  of  certain  goods,  sbipp« 
previous  to  the  first  day  of  February ;  but  th^ 
measure  was  necessary  to  secure  our  citizens  fro; 
extensive  losses  which  would  have  been  ionocenl 
ly  incurred,  and  it  was  recognised  by  the  touti 
subsequently  proposed  by  France.  But  now 
measure  is  proposed  which  has  become  more  d< 
cessary  to  our  interests — to  a  great  course  of  po| 
icv.  to  war — and  shall  such  an  objection  as  ti^ 
alleged  violation  of  our  compsict  with  FraoQ 
arrest  us  in  the  great  and  determined  march  1 
appeal  to  the  feelings  and-  impressions  of  th| 
House.  They  are  often  a  clearer  result  of  wis 
judgment  than  anything  produced  by  the  mo^ 
obvious  chain  of  argument.  What,  I  ask,  is  ti) 
determination  of  this  House?  That  we  sha| 
have  no  longer  continuance  of  the  restrictive  sjj 
tern,  but  war  in  lieu  of  it.  If  so,  I  ask  you,  sii 
if  you  will  not  prepare  for  war  1  If  war  be  mo| 
ally  certain,  I  will  ask  whether  a  measure  nece< 
sary  in  that  event  can  be  considered  a  violatioi 
of  our  compact  with  Prance  ?  Whether  it  be  d< 
cessary,  in  the  execution  of  any  compact  wiu 
France,  to  execute  the  restrictive  system  ia  coa 
nexion  with  war  when  it  is  to  wors  such  evil  t| 
ourselves?  Let  us  look  further,  sir.  SoppM 
we  should  not  go  to  war  with  Great  Briuin:  ibfl 
we  should  act  a  part  which  I  should  consider « 
deeply  degrading;  suppose  we  should  fail  inpe^ 
forming  what  we  have  so  often  declared  our  ia 
tention  to  be ;  that  we  should  not  carry  intoefieq 
the  resolve  so  repeatedly  made— who  will  coa 
tinue  this  system?  1  for  one  will  not.  Our  na 
tional  injuries  call  for  this  step ;  ami  if  we  ban 
not  war  at  or  before  the  termmation  of  the  efl 
bargo,  I  for  one  will  recede  from  our  present  re 
sirictive  measures,  I  appeal  to  the  high  spirits 
my  friend  frooa.  Maryland,  whether  he  himsel 
would  view  the  ^non-importation  as  a  fit  measuri 
of  retaliation ;  whether  he  himself  would  not  sal 
to  the  mercantile  part  of  the  community,  in  suq 
an  event.  "  go  and  protect  yourselves ;  defend  youi 
own  rights,  as  we  abandon  them  ?"  That  is  wbai 
I  would  say,  and  I  think  my  honorable  frieo< 
would  say  the  same.  If  we  are  reisolved  on  war 
on  the  other  hand,  as  I  believe  we  are,  and  thi 
embargo  be  preliminary,  is  not  the  measure  o 
restriction  merged  in  this  stronger  measure  ?  li 
certainly  is.  This  then,  sir,  terminates  the  argu 
ment  as  regards  our  compact  with  France. 

We  will  view  it  now  as  the  measure  wilU^^I 
England.  Will  it  affect  England  beneficially  n 
anything  like  the  degree  in  which,  it  would  bea 
efit  us?  On  the  one  hand  it  will  relieve  Grea 
Britain  by  affording  a  vent  for  a  portion  of  he\ 
surplus  productions ;  on  the  other  it  will  give  u 
America  as  much  national  wealth,  as  much  too 
ney,  as  will  be  sufficient  to  support  a  five  year^ 
war.  It  will  give  her  a  revenue,  if  the  whoH 
amount  of  American  capital  be  brought  home 
equal  to  the  loan  of  eleven  millions  of  dolian 
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which  yoa  hmwe-  aathorized.  On  a  low  caleula* 
tioo,  it  will  give  to  the  coiiDtry  fift]r  millions  of 
ddlirs  of  capital,  which  will  anrieh  ita  citizens, 
fertilize  its  soil,  and  greatly  benefit  its  manofae- 
nriog  interest?.  I  repeat^  sir,  it  will  aid  instead 
af  depressing  oar  maniifaotiiring  establishments. 
With  the  adrantages  of  light  taxation,  cheap  sob- 
flstence.  a  population  to  eonsaroe  our  maaufac 
tires,  with  many  neighboring  markets  and  abun- 
fasce  of  the  necessary  raw  materials,  why  has 
Ktthiscottntry  already  superseded  Great  Britain 
to  the  extent  of  these  demands'?  Nothing  has 
pereoted  it  hot  the  want  of  capital.  Increase  your 
apitsl  and  you  will  soon  have  flourishing  man- 
inctoring  establishments ;  for  they  require  three 
ymes  as  much  capital  as  commercial  establish* 
aeots;  and  more  of  course  than  has  heretofore 
ken  at  hberty  to  be  diverted  to  that  channel.  If 
|0Q  throw  upon  the  country  a  flood  of  capital, 
lod  then  close  your  ports  so' as  to  preclude  the 
aapiofffient  of  I  he  capital  in  commerce,  manu* 
factoring  estabiishmente  will  thrive.  This  proves 
(iiat  Doihing  depresses  them  but  the.  want  of  cap- 
ital; and  in  support  of  this,  I  appeal  to  the  gen- 
tleoaa  from  Philadelphia  whether  the  duration 
(^  the  late  embargo  was  not  the  era  of  the  effec- 
toal  commencement  of  their  manufacturing  es- 
ablishmeats.  Ii  was,  and  it  operated  thus  bene- 
^eiallf  to  mauufaeturea  by  locking  up  in  our 
GOttotry  the  capital  previously  employed  in  com- 
iwrce.  We  shall  not  benefit  England,  then,  by 
this  meaaare  so  much  as  ourselves.  To  her  it 
vili  facilitate  her  merchants  in  the  mode  of  pay- 
lagher  dehu;  to  us,  it  will  secure  the  payment 
df  a  vast  debt  to  our  merchants,  which  might 
otherwise  be  wholly  lost. 

Bat  it  is  said  that  this  measure  will  elevate  the' 
"■ptrit  of  the  British  nation.  I  apprehend  this  ar« 
gttmeDt  to  be  erroneous.  What,  sir,  will  be  its 
effect  ia  this  particoUr?  It  will  convince  Great 
Britaioand  her  subiecis.of  the  great  importance 
of  the  friendship  of  America  as  a  customer.  If 
itpfodocea  beoefii  to  her  by  elevating  the  spirit 
5  the  people  while  enjoying  the  advantage,  it 
vill  depress  them  on  the  other  hand  when  it  is 
^0  from  them,  and  inspire  them  with  a  disgust 
^a  war  in  support  of  her  injustice  towards  us. 
It  will  have  a  greater  effect  in  this  respect  than  a 
TictorioQs  baule.  It  will  show  them  and  make 
'^m  feel  the  evil  of  a  war  with  us.  On  balan- 
cfflg  the  evil  and  benefit  to  us  to  be  produced  by 
:!u3  measnre  on  the  spirit  of  the  people  of  Eng' 
'lod,  we  shall  find-  the  scale  to  preponderate  in 
^•r  faior. 

How  will  this  measure  afiect  our  manufactur- 
es esubli.^hments  ?  Willitaflect  them  injuri- 
^Qily?  No,  sir.  It  is  intended  to  tobmit  to  the 
coosideration  of  the  Committee  amendmenu  lead- 
'Qg  to  the  adoption  of  double  duties  an  all  impor* 
^tioQs  of  foreign  goods.  These  duties  are  io« 
t^Dded  as  a  war  system ;  and  believing  the  coun- 
try oa  the  eve  of  war,  I  have  thought  it  almost 
^idoets  Of  folly-->I  mean  no  disrespect  to  the 
Uoase  or  any  member  of  it,  but  it  has  appeared 
[0  me  to  be  almost  madness  or  folly  not  to  possess 
"hecoQatry  of  all  its  capital  at  the  moment  weare 


about  to  engage  in  an  arduous  and  calamitous  war, 
when  it  is  also  recommended  by  such  an  accca- 
sion  of  revenue.  Double  duties  will  give  to  our 
manufacturers  an  advantage  they  have  never  here- 
tofore possessed  ;  and  is  there  a  single  gentleman 
in  tbe  House  who  would  say  that  we  should 
close 'our  ports  forever  to  encourage  manufac* 
tures  ?  Such  a  measure  would  not  be  eflectoal— 
but  would  it  be  wise  to  depress  three-fourths, 
nine-tenths,  of  the  community  to  benefit  one? 
Such  a  policy,  if  pursued,  would  make  the  coun- 
try poor  and  miserable  in  the  experiment  to  main 
it  independent.  Our  manufacturers  ought  not  to 
ask,  and  if  they  ask  they  ought  not  to  receive^ 
such  a  protection  as  would  prove  the  destruction 
of  commerce  and  agriculture. 

But  the  spirit  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates,  we  are  told,  will  be  depressed  by  it^-the 
people  will  believe  we  are  not  serious  in  our  in* 
tent  ion  to  go  to  war.  Really,  sir,  if  we  have  not 
within  us  that  firmness  which  will  sustain  us 
against  difficulties  of  this  kind ;  if  we  are  to  be 
blown  about  from  pole  to  pole  by  every  zephyr 
which  we  mistake  for  popular  sentiment,  there  is 
an  end  to  our  proceedings.  But  if  we  have  with-» 
in  ourselves  firmness  enough  to.carry  us  through  ; 
if  the  people  are  disposed  lo  support  us,  they  will 
lopk  with  tenderness  even  on  our  errors.  We 
must  put  out  of  view  considerations  of  this  kind. 
We  must  believe  the  people  as  resolved  as  our« 
selves,  and  that  the^r  will  have  the  good  sense  to 
see  that  securing  individual  property  and  in* 
creasing  the  national  wealth  cannot  operate  na- 
tional injury.  Look  at  the  arguments  which  are 
presented  to  you  in  support  of  a  measure.  If 
they  satisfy  your  mind  of  its  propriety,  trust  to 
the  people,  among  whom  good  sense  is  more 
generally  diffused  throughout  every  part  of  this 
country  than  in  any  other  on  earth,  for  an  appro* 
bation  of  your  conduct.  If  the  reasons  in  favor 
of  a  measure  are  insufficient,  reject  it;  but,  if 
otherwise,  trust  to  the  people,  who  will  as  readily 
as  yourself  discover  the  force  of  the  argumente 
which  had  influenced  your  mind.  The  people 
will  immediately  themselves  feel  the  advantages 
and  benefit  of  this  measure,  and  will  see  the  witf* 
doin  and  forecast  of  the  policy  which  induced 
its  adoption.  I  believe  we  have  now  in  Qreat 
Britain  a  capital  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of 
our  banking  capital.  Now,  sir,  if  any  gentleman 
will  look  at  our  towns  and  see  how  they  have 
flourished ;  look  at  the  stately  buildings  which 
have  risen,  at  the  forests  which  have  fallen,  and 
the  cultivation  which  gladdens  our  fields  under 
the  influence  of  ibis  power-— he  will  tee  all  this 
benefit  resulting  from  the  employment  of  a  sum 
not  greater  than  that  which  will  remain  in  the 
hands  of  our  enemy  at  the  commencement  of  an 
arduous  war  with  that  enemy.  On  the  verge  of 
a  war  with  one  nation  and  in  a  state  which  is 
certainly  equivocal,  to  say  no  more,  with  anotheTi 
we  must  look  with  apprehension  at  the  power  of 
both;  and  this  youngest  nation  it  is  proposed 
shall  commence  a  war,  bereft  of  a  large  portion 
of  her  resources  which  she  leaves  in  the  grasp  of 
her  enemy.    The  people  have  eyes  to  86«  and 
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ein  to  bear,  and  will  approve  the  redemption  of 
ikkis  property  from  its  present  peril.  This  arsii- 
tnent  will  stand  of  iteelf.  The  measure  now  oe- 
fore  us  is  wise  in  itself;  and,  besides  being  in- 
crinsically  proper,  it  is  one  of  whieh  the  people 
^ill  not  fail  immediately  to  feel  the  beneat.  It 
is  not  only  wi:»e,  sir,  but  it  will  be  popular. 

Mr.  BoTD. — Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  make 
«ome  observations  in  favor  of  the  Committee 
rising,  and  against  the  bill. 

Sir,  should  not  this  multitude  of  words  be  an- 
swered ?  And  shall  unlimited  and  confident  as- 
sertions pass  for  reason  and  argument?  The 
ffentlemen  just  sat  down  (Mr.  Lowndbs  and  Mr. 
Cheves)  have  dealt  largely  ki  assertions,  all  of 
which  remain  to  be  proved,  before  they  are  en- 
titled to  that  weight  and  importance  that  they 
assume.  They,  in  support  of  the  bill,  say  that  it 
is  bottomed  on  stript  justice  and  sound  undenia- 
ble policy ;  and  a  suitable  and  proper  prelude  to 
war.  Tney  also  state  that  the  property  in  Eng- 
land, purchased  and  paid  for  before  the  issuing  of 
the  President's  proclamation^  amounts  to  many 
millions — fifty,  if  I  remember  right.  Now,  sir,  I 
ask,  where  is  the  proof  of  this  fact  to  be  found  ? 
To  my  mind,  it  is  not  probable,  that  there  was 
bought  and  paid  for  under  the  then  existing  cir- 
cumstances more  than  one  fifteenth  part  of  that 
sum.  But  I  will  suppose  that  we  are  to  be  re- 
ferred to  petitions,  artfnliy  and  ingeniously  ex* 
pressed,  and  by  men  unknown  to  us,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  an  exemption  from  the  op- 
eration of  law,  and  a  bounty  for  their  non-con- 
formity. No,  sir,  not  so  I  trust.  My  maxim  is, 
be  true  to  yourselves,  and  observe  stability  and 
firmness  in  the  execution  of  your  laws.  Let  me 
ask,  what  nation  or  people  will  or  can  have  con- 
fidence in  a  Qovernment  under  such  versatile  and 
unstable  conduct?  You  have  taken  the  treaty- 
making  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the  President 
into  your  own,  by  passing  a  law  directing  him  to 
ofier  to  both  the  belligerents  certain  propositions 
of  equal  tenor,  and  tnat  the  Power  refusing  to 
relinquish  her  orders  or  decrees  after  the  accept- 
ance of  the  terms  by  the  other  should  be  inter- 
dicted by  proclamation,  (what  is  now  called  the 
Don- intercourse.)  This  he  did,  and  in  conform- 
ity to  your  own  deliberate  proposition  and  Jaw. 
And^  lit  me  ask,  what  was  your  law  intended 
for  ?  I  will  say,  to  obtain  and  secure  your  com- 
mercial rights,  and  most  assuredly  in  favor  of 
and  for  merchants.  And  was  not  that  law  noto- 
rious to  them  ?  And  if  they,  as  merchants,  choose 
to  risk  their  property,  pray  who  is  to  blame? 
Must,  you  repeal  your  law  to  cover  or  excuse 
their  presumption?  But  the  supporters  of  the 
bill  say  it  is  because  it  is  American  property; 
therefore,  they  would  repeal  the  law.  They  also 
say,  it  is  calculated  to  increase  American  manu- 
factures, and  to  augment  our  capital,  and  thereby 
enable  us  to  go  to  war.  This  is  archly  political, 
and  too  refined  for  me.  It  is  my  opinion,  that  in 
the  pi'ceent  state  of  England  and  the  practice  of 
custom  house  proofs,  that  under  a  repeal  of  the 
law  we  would  receive  (If  indeed  it  could  be  got 
in)  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  millions  worth 


of  tiieir  mamifactores.  But  how  are  you  to  g< 
it  in  ?  Those  geotieoMB  say,  it  is  a  prelude  t 
var. .  Suppose  your  orders  sent  ont  to  ship  tli 
goods  bought  and  paid  for,  and  to  be  bought  {U 
such  is  the  plan.)  will  not  Bngla&d  know  th< 
you  are  to  declare  war  against  her,  and  seis 
them  before  they  arrive  in  this  country,  when  t 
the  same  time  yoo  teH-them  that  you  will  declai 
war  in  sixty  or  ninety  days  at  furthest  ?  I  thin 
that  they  would,  ail  but  what  beion^ed  to  thej 
own  agents  coming  under  British  license,  ad 
will  have  more  of  that  sort  in  motion  than  ao 
other.  But  I  will  suppose  that  they  should  g( 
ih  safe,  contrary  to  all  probability ;  would  it  d< 
inundate  the  country  with  their  goods  to  the  toti 
destruction  of  our  infant  manufactories,  and  foi 
nish  those  same  good  and  innocent  people,  til 
merchants,  with  an  opportunity  to  filch  from  til 
hard  earnings  of  our  cultivators  at  least  fifty  }M 
cent.,  if  war,  one  hundred — should  war,  as  the 
assert,  take  place?  And  this  is  their  way  i 
favoring  American  manufactures !  Sir,  this  dcN 
not  comport  with  ray  idea  of  independence,  ad 
encouragement  to  our  infant  establishments;  oi 
sir,  it  is  precisely  the  reverse,  these  gentlemen  i 
the  contrary  notwithstaadinf.  To  me,  sir,  i 
appears,  that  if  the  bill  should  pass,  we  shoal 
furnish  Great  Britain  with  a  large  capital;  relief 
her  starving  mechanics,  and  bankrupt  manar8< 
turers,  and  enable  them  to  get  off  their  hands  i 

?Teat  quantity  and  at  this  time  perishing  gpo6\ 
t  has  also  been  said,  in  support  of  this  bill,  a 
well  as  others,  that  all  our  restrictive  measure 
have  only  injured  ourselves,  and  have  had  di 
sensible  operation  on  Bnglaiid,  and  now  we  ar 
about  to  take  a  manly  attitude.  This  again  i 
assertion — what  saith  fact?  Let  me  mentioi 
one.  and  see  whether  it  will  not  be  as  good  a 
assertions  without  proofs.  I  allude  to  the  «a 
bargo  and  non-intercourse.  It  brought  Gred 
Britain  to  the  aeknowledment  of  our  righu.  bi 
the  arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Srakine,  thei 
minister ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  would  now  do  s 
it  properly  applied.  A  word  about  our  consu 
tency  of  conduct.  We  have  been  more  than  &f 
months  in  session,  talking  lotidly  of  war;  by  on 
conduct  inviting  our  merchants  to  double  tbei 
diligence  in  shipping  ofi'all  our  surplus  produce 
and  I  understand  that  they  have  innprored  tb 
time  bevond  example,  exporting  perhaps  nothini 
short  of  a  year's  supply  to  the  British  in  Spain 
Portugal,  and  their  West  India  possessions*, 
may  add  their  navy.  And  now,  when  you  bavi 
given  that  nation  that  you  have  marked  out  fa 
an  enemy  one  year's  full  supply,  by  which  yoi 
have  enabled  her  to  wage  that  war  with  yoi 
that  she  could  not  otherwise  have  done,  at  leas 
without  much  greater  embarrassment  than  sbi 
Trill  now  experience,  then  lay  an  embargo  fo 
sixty  or  ninety  days,  and  let  your  merchants  losi 
by  a  partial  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse.  Ft  seem 
that  It  is  not  quite  all  that  we  are  to  help  then 
to ;  but  put  their  manufactures  in  a  situation  (i 
enable  them  to  pay  their  taxes,  feed  themselrei 
and  support  their  Gkivernment.  Let  roe  ask.  bi 
what  it  is  that  the  Qoveinment  of  Britain  is  sup 
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ported  1  la  i  t  not  by  her  mftQafaeioriet  and  com* 
Deree?  And  are  not  manufactareB  the  founda- 
tioD  of  this  eommerce?  i  have  said  that  you 
lire  famished  her  with  one  year's  supply  for  all 
ker  great  porpoees,  and  now  stop  short  and  lay 
ID  embargo,  (what  you  ought  to  have  done  five 
so0ths  since,  if  yon  intended  war  as  the  mode 
of  obtaining  oor  rights,)  and  say  that  we  have  a 
great  deal  of  money  doe  to  us.  Let  us  get  home 
oar  property  and  then — well,  what  are  you  going 
to  get?  Money  1  No  no,  that  is  rather  a  scarce 
trttcle  with  her  at  this  time.  But  we  will  get  it 
in  goods,  it  is  said;  the  country  needs  them.  Is 
lot  tbis  to  tell  her  that  you  cannot  do  without 
her;  and  at  a  lime  when  yon  wilt  declare  war 
too?  All  this  may  be  unanswerable  areoment 
of  the  supporters  of  the  bill.  But,  sir,  it  does  not 
i)Dare  with  my  ideas  either  of  consistency,  good 
pcliey,  or  justice. 

Sir,  Doibing  but  the  manner  and  positive  mode 
(^  the  speakers  in  favor  of  the  bill  called,  me  up. 
1  tttd  not  intended  to  obtrude  any  observations 
of  mine  on  the  committee ;  and  am  sensible  that 
vliat  I  have  said  is  but  illy  connected.  But,^sir, 
I  will  add.  that  no  €h>vemment  can  stand  long,  or 
be  respected  abroad  or  at  iiome,  that  ^as  not  sta-r 
bilityand  confidence  in  itself,  and  stability  and 
firmaess  in  iu  laws.  No^  sir,  pursue  tbis  unstable 
vsf,  temporizing  on  the  spur  of  every  accidental 
oeeuioD,  and  you  never  will  have  your  laws  re- 
garded. I  hope  that  the  Committee  will  reject 
the  bill 

Tbe  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
ud  obtained  leave  to  sit  again* 


FniOAY,  April  10. 
.  DiKSHOOR  presented  a  letter  addressed  to 
by  Lemnel  Fling,  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  stating  that  his  son,  Calvin  Fling,  a 
oative  citizen  of  tbe  United  States,  has  been  im* 
pressed  on  board  a  British  ship  of  war,  and  soli- 
citiog  the  interference  of  Congress  in  efieoting 
tbe  release  of  bis  said  son. — Re^rred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  yesterday  on  the  letter  of  Jona- 
tbao  Coleman. 

Mr.  MiLNOB  presented  a  protest  signed  hy  Tho- 
mas Hewett,  late  master  of  the  American  ship 
Asia,  of  Philadelphia,  protecting  against  the  plun- 
dering and  burning  of  that  vessel,  which  was 
liooe  by  order  of  the  commander  of  a  squadron 
^  French  ships  of  war,  on  the  seventeenth  of 
Jaoaary  UsL — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
Footed  a  bill  to  authorize  the  pajrment  of  cer- 
taio  certificates,  credits,  and  pensions,  and  for 
ciittr  purposes;  whiclx  was  read  twice, and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Monday 
BetL 

Mr.QBOL80N,from  the  same  committee,  made 
Alport  on  the  petition  of  Ainy  Dardinf  which 
^^  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

.  Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Laads,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
t^e  Senate  *^  giving,  further  time  for  registering 


claims  to  land  in  the  Eastern  disrriet  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans^"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  purchase  or  lease  the  old  City 
Hall,  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Tbe  bill  was 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  bill  from  tbe  Senate  "to  enlarge  the  limits 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

A  me<sage  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  **  supplemen- 
tary to  'an  act  for  arming  and  equipping  tbe 
whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  Unitea  States,'' 
with  amendments ;  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
tbe  bill  "  supplementary  to  an  act  making  pro- 
visiop  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  bodv 
of  the  militia  of  tbe  United  States,"  were  read, 
and,  together  with  -the  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committeeon  the  Public 
Lauds,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Sea- 
ate  "to  provide  for  designating,  surveying,  and 
granting,  tbe  military  bountjr  lands,"  reported  the 
same  with  amendments,  which  were  read  and,  to- 
gether with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

IMPORTATION  OP  BRITISH  GOODS. 

The  order  of  tbe  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill 
to  authorize  the  importation  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  under  certain  circumstances,  from 
Great  Britain,  her  colonies,  or  dependencies,  being 
called  for — 

Mr.  Plbabants  said  he  had  no  scruple  in  de- 
claring that  his  mind  had  been  in  a  grc^ater  state 
of  douot  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  measure,  and. 
what  ought  to  be  done  in  relation  to  it,  than  per- 
haps as  to  any  other  measure  which  had  been 
agitated  during  the  present  session.  ,  We  are,  &aid 
he,  in  a  singular  situation,  in  which  we  found 
ourselves  at  tbe  commencement  of  the  session. 
After  all  the  deliberation  which  a  large  majority 
of  this  House  have  bestowed  on  that  situation,  and 
after  the  consideration  of  a  number  of  propositions 
of  the  most  important  nature,  it  has  appeared  to 
be  the  determination  of  a  large  majority  of  this 
body,  and  of  a  ms^ority  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  to  fuilow  a  certain  course.  Every 
step  taken  at  the  present  session  ba^  had  that  ob- 
ject in  view.  In  this  state  of  things,  a  state  in 
which  we  shall  remain  until  a  bold  step  be  taken 
to  the  point  to  which  the  attention  of  ail  is  directed, 
we  find  before  us  a  bill  contemplating  a  measure, 
the  expediency  of  adopting  which  is  at  least  very 
doubtful.  The  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  yesterday  have  thrown  my  mind 
into  a  state  of  suspense  as  to  this  measure.  The 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  it  were  clearly  point- 
ed out  yesteriay.    But  there  are  two  sides  to  the 
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question,  aod  I  do  not  bositate  lo  say  it  is  catco- 
lated  to  make  an  impression  on  tbe  present  Mate 
of  things  greater  than,  is- generally  imagined.  I 
have  imparted  my  doubts  on  this  subject  freely  to 
other  gentlemen,  many  of  whom  seem  to  enter- 
tain th«  same  sentiments.  Nothing,  sir,  shall 
make  me,  for  any  partial  interest,  depart  from  the 
coofse  which  I  have  laid  down  for  my  conduct 
this  session.  The  great  question  to  my  mind  is, 
will  this  measure  be  a  departure  from  this  course 
or  not  ?  I  am  in  doubt.  I  hope  for  good  conse- 
quences on  the  one  hand,  but  fear  for  bad  ones  on 
the  other.  A  very  general  impression  has  been 
produced  on  foreign  6oTernments,and  indeed  on 
this  people  also,  that  our  councils  are  so  vibratory, 
so  oscillating,  that  we  are  incapable  of  carrying 
into  effect  our  own  resolves.  It  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance tons  that  that  impression  should  be  done 
away,  almost  at  any  hazard.  It  is  the  interest 
of  no  party,  but  of  the  whole  people,  that  our  own 
character  should  be  fixed ;  that  we  should  no 
looser  be  the  sport  of  foreigners,  nor  an  object 
of  distrust  to  our  own  citizens.  How  shall  we 
effect  this  important,  this xlesirabie  object?  Tjo 
my  mind  there  appears  but  one  course;  and  that 
course  has  been  pursued  with  a  consistency  and 
determination  which  has  given  pleasure  to  my 
heart. 

1  shall  not  now,  sir,  undertake  to  state  to  the 
House  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  believe 
the  passaiire  of  this  bill  a  measure  of  doubtful  pro* 
prieiy.  Everything  I  now  propose  is  to  request 
the  House  to  pause  before  tney  adopt  it.  It  is  a 
most  serious  question.  I  doubt  exceedingly  whet- 
ther  any  single  act  we  could  do,  unless  an  open 
abandonment  of  our  intention  to  go  to  war,  could 
be  so  well  calculated  to  mar  the  great  object  we 
have  in  view.  For  which  reasons,  sir,  I  move 
that  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill  be  post- 
poned to  Monday  week. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said  he  had  expected  this  motion 
to  be  supported  on  the  grotmds  of  its  importance 
aod  the  necessity  of  deliberate  action ;  and  he 
had  therefore  been  surprised  to  find  that  it  was 
argued  on  the  inexpediency  of  the  bill.  Mr.  L. 
said  he  should  assent  to  the  motion  just  made, 
and  stated  the  reason  why  he  should  do  so.  He 
owed  it  to  himself,  he  said,  to  state  that  his  first 
opinion  was  unshaken.  Without  designing  to 
trench  on  the  rules  of  decorum  properly  ob- 
served in  the  House,  he  must  say'he  was  aston- 
ished at  what  appeared  to  him  the  blindness  of 
the  policy  which  required  the  rejection  of  this 
bill.  Confirmed  as  he  was  in  the  opinion  he  yes- 
terday expressed  in  favor  of  this  measure,  he  was 
only  induced  to  refrain  from  pressing  its  decision 
by  the  single  consideration  that,  if  decided  with- 
out further  opportunity  for  reflection,  it  might 
not  be  carried,  if  he  believed  that  it  would  be 
carried  through  all  the  branches  of  the  Liegisla- 
ture,  he  should  urge  its  immediate  adoption. 
Whatever  might  be  its  unpopularity-  elsewhere, 
be  must,  confiding  in  the  good  sense  ol  the  com- 
muDity,  believe  that  feeling  would  be  temporary. 
When  the  bill  should  be  well  understood,  he  had 
hopes  it  would  meet  a  more  favorable  reception 


than  now  greeted  it;  «id  witb  tlmt  view  aloae 
consented  to  the  postpottement. 

Mr.  Rbba  said,  if  he  bad  not  beard  the  obser- 
vations made  by  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Car- 
olina, who  has  last  spoken,  his  voice  would  not 
have  been  beard  on  this  subject;  but  having  heard 
it  intimated  that  they  who  would  reject  this  bill 
are  porsaing  a  blind  policy,  and  that  a  number 
with  to  retreat  from  this  question,  and  andeistand- 
ing.  from'  what  the  gentleman  has  said,  that  he 
still  advocates  the  measures  contained  in  the  bill, 
he,  Mr.  R.,  was  inclined  to  make  a  motion  whiefat 
would  go  to  the  principle  of  this  hilt,  and  also  will 
give  an  opportunitv  to  gentlemen  who  favor  this 
biii  to  defend  it.  A  retreat  from  this  bill  is  not 
desired.  It  would,  indeed,  be  a  matter  of  the 
highest  {^ratification,  if  a  questioD  could  be  raised 
on  this  bill  at  present  which  would  go  directlf  to 
its  merits;  that  mode  of  meeting  it  would  be  pre- 
ferred, rather  than  this  side-wind  way;  but  that, 
at  present,  cannot  be  obtained,  and  such  motioa 
as  will  meet  it  indirectly  oniy  can  be  had. 

They  who  desire  to  reject  this  bill  are  charged 
with  pursuing  a  blind  policy.  If,  araid  Mr.  R..  ro 
reject  this  bill  be  blind  policy,  then  to  enact  ihe 
noo-intereour^  law  was  blind  polioy,  and  every 
law  made  during  the  present  session  to  maintaia 
the  rights  of  this  nation  are  the  effects  of  the  same 
blind  policy;  and  if  this  be  correct,  it  will  be 
proper  at  once  to  repeal  the  non-importatioo  law. 
and  all  the  laws  made  cloring  this  aieasion,  vhieh 
go  to  the  vindication  of  the  rights  of  this  nation, 
and  then  for  Congremi  to  adjourn  and  go  borne  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  leave  the  nation  to  itself. 
But,  sir,  will  this  House  agree  to  do  this?  Cer- 
tainly not.  That  mode  of  proceeding^  would  blast 
this  nation  with  fool  disgrace  and  infamy,  and 
consign  it  to  certain  ruin,  and  subjosntion  to  de- 
struction. Prompt  decision  on  this  bill  is  neces- 
sary;  and  the  sooner  it  meets  the  disnpprobatini: 
vote  of  the  House,  so  much  better  will  it  foe.  M 
the  bill  is  suffered  to  remain  on  the  table,  the 
question  will  remain  in  doubt ;  and  more  diffi- 
culties will  arise.  Mr.  R.  their  moved  that  the 
order  of  the  day,  together  with  the  bill,  be  post- 
poned indefinitely. 

Thi3  bill  ought  to  be  acted  on  promptly,  and  the 
motion  to  postpone  indefinitely,  ought  to  prevail. 
So  that,  when  the  information  of  the  proceedings 
of  yesterday  does  arrive  in  Eagland,  information 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  day  may  also  arrive  at 
the. same  time;  and  thereby  prevent  a  second 
loud  laugh,  and  the  scornful  sneer  of  a  foreign 
British  Minister,  whose  pact^  care  has  seldom, 
indeed,  if  ever,  been  extended  to  the  United 
States.' 

Mr.  Wriort.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  feel  it  my  dotf 
to  oppose  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  there- 
fore, I  second  the  proposition  for  its  indefinite 
postponement,  whereby  it  will  be  dismissed  for 
the  present  session.  Sir.  I  ask  the  honorable  gen' 
tleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowmoeb,)  ji 
it  is  not  a  direct  violation  of  the  faith  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  plighted  to  Franee,  "  that  no  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  the  growth,  produce,  or 
iHanofacture  of  Qreat  Britain,  should  be  imported 
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jflto  the  Unit^  Stales,  on  her  roTOcation  of  her 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  or  lo  modifytng  them. 
that  ibey  should  cease  to  violate  the-  neatral 
commerce  of  the  United  States;"  which  fact 
has  been  Terified  bv  the  President's  proelama- 
doo.  who  has  a  right,  on  France  violating  her 
eompact.  hj  proclamation,  to  declare  the  same. 
whereby  the  manofactures  of  France^  also,  will 
be  ioterdicted  from  being  imported  into  the  Uni- 
'»ed  States  ?  Mr.  Speaker,  can  we  suppose  the 
President  has  not  all  the  information  refntive  to 
ibe  conduct  of  France  that  we  have  1  Or  do  we 
want  confidence  in  his  honestly  discharging  his 
doty  in  this  easel  I,  for  my  part,  have  the  fullest 
coDfideoce ;  why,  thea,  usurp  his  Eiecutive  fnnc* 
uoDs?  But,  sir,  if  France  had  violated  her  eom- 
pieu  whereby  we  should  be  discharged  from  it, 
wooid  that  justify  us  in.  good  faith  to  ourselves 
to  pass  this  law  ?  No,  sir,  I  think  not ;  two  wrongs 
ac7er  made  a  right;  we  ought  to  impose  the 
same  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  both,  and 
Qot  because  we  ought  to  punish  France,  cease  to 
pooish  Great  Britain;  this,  sir,  is  a  groundless 
pretext  for  authorizing  our  merchants  to  import 
British  goods,  whereby  Great  Britam  would  be 
greatljr  relieved  from  the  -distress  of  her  manu- 
&etorers,  and  our  restrictive  system  repealed  as  to 
her  for  a  time.  Sir,  would  merchants  be  bene* 
fitted?  No,  sir,  they  would  be  paid  their  debts 
i&  British  giMids ;  their  aocoants  thus  settlied  and 
their  soods  captured,  I  have  no  doubt.  But,  sir, 
why  feel  so  sensitively  for  the  merchant,  when 
liie  ajrricultorist  is  saerifieincr  so  much  by  an  em- 
bargo law,  fof  which  I  voted  as  a  precursor  to  a 
«peedy  war?  But  this,  sir,  is  a  peace  measure,  a  re* 
uaciDg  our  step^  a-  perfect  submission,  in  mv 
jadffmeot.  Sir,  if  this  bill  passes,  I  hope  we  shall 
striife  the  American  flag,  now  flying  on  the  top 
of  the  Capitol,  and  hoist  a  white  one — take  off 
til  restrictions,  adjourn  and  go  home,  and  inform 
our  people  that  they  are  taken  off,  and  that  our 
merehaots  may  arm  and  shift  for  themselves,  that 
ve  are  unable  to  protect  them. 

Mr.  Sbtbbet  said,  if,  as  he  apprehended^  the 
roies  of  the  House  would  preclude,  during  the 
present  session,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
^ject  now  before  the  House,  he  should  vote 
^aiost  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Teonessee,  (Mr.  Rhea,)  and  in  favor  of  that  of 
tile  (gentlemen  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  PLEASANTa.) 
Witb  the  latter  gentleman,  he  considered  this 
loestioo  all-important ;  with  him,  he  admitted  it 
iiad  two  sides,  both  of  which  were  well  worthy  of 
iorestigation.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  declare, 
tbat,  originally,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  principle 
contained  in  the  bill ;  but  that,  on  further  reflee- 
>ioD,  he  ha.d  many  doubts  to  satisfy,  and  for  this 
purpose,  wished  a  temporary  postponement.  He 
did  Dot  desire  to  precipitate  the  House  into  a  pre- 
^iQre  decision ;  he  had  been  informed  this  morn- 
>Qfr  that  the  Hornet  bad  arrived  in  the  Ohesa* 
P^ke  ttay ;  many  reports  were  prevalent  af  to  the 
eoodoet  of  France ;  he  wished  to  satisfy  himself 
00  this  point.  He  was  considerably  moved  on 
t^is  question  when  he  brought  torccollection  the 
durations  of  Mr.  Whitbread,  and  other  mem- 


bers of  the  British  Parliament,  relative  to  the  bill 
to  permit  the  importation  of  British  manufactures 
into  the  United  States.  Again :  The  conduct  of 
our  merchants  seems  to  be  irreconcilable.  When 
the  news  arrived  4n  our  seaport  towns  that  an 
embargo  was  about  to  be  laid^  every  nerve  was 
exerted  to  ^et  off  our  vessels  with  foil  cargoes. 
How  inconsistent  is  this  conduct,  when  they  say 
they  have  already  so  much  at  hazard  in  Europe.- 
Surely  this  was  adding  to  their  difficulties.  He 
concluded,  by  hoping  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Calboon  thought  the  motion  to  postpone, 
for  a  few  days,  ought  to  prevaiL  This,  he  said,  was 
a  mere  difference  of  opinion  between  those  who 
had  the  same  object  in  view;  and,  whatever 
might  be  the  zeal  of  the  gentlemen  from  Mary- 
land and  Tennessee  on  the  gn^'eat  question  of  war, 
he  could  assure  the  gentlemen  that  they  were 
not  a  whit  before  bis  honorable  colleague,  (Mr. 
Lowndes,)  who  was  as  determined  as  any  gen* 
tieman  on  this  floor  or  in  the  nation.  Mr.  0.  ex- 
pressed Ivis  hope  that  the  motion  for  indeflnite 
postponement  would  not  be  pressed.  He,  for  one,, 
entertained  doubts  on  the  question,  which  was 
one  that  certainly  admitted  of  doubt.  It  is  cer- 
tainly proper  that  our  property  abroad  should  be 
drawn  in,  in  the  event  of  war.  The  state  of  pub- 
lic seatknent  here  and  in  England  ought  also  to 
be  regarded.  The  question  was  a  difficult  one. 
He  hoped  more  respect  would  be  shown  to  his 
colleague's  sentiments  than  to  postpone  the  bill 
indefinitely ;  it  was  proper  always  to  yield  a  lit- 
tle to  each  other. 

Mr.  BLACKLBooB.r-r-Mr.  Speaker :  From  the  si- 
lence which  had  been  observed  both  in- this  Hoase 
and  such  circles  as  I  have  been  in  out  of  its  walls, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  bill  under  discnssion,  ever 
since  it  was  first  reported,  I  had  hoped,  and- 1  be- 
lieve the  public  were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  not 
be  again  stirred.  I  confess  I  had  almost  forgotten 
it,  and  was  not  a  little  surprised,  wheo,oo  yester* 
day  .morning,  I  found  many  of  my  most  intimate 
political  friends  expressinga determination  on  that 
day  to  take  up  the  bill ;  and  giving  it  as  their  opi- 
nion, that  it  ought  to  be  passed.  Conscious  that 
the  motives  of  tne  gentlemen  who  expressed  this, 
opinion  were  as  pure  as  my  own ;  that  our  views 
iu  all  the  great  and  leading  measures  of  the  ses- 
sion, calculated  to  place  our  couotry  in  a  situa- 
tion to  vindicate  its  violated. rights  and  honor, 
had  been  the  same,  1  suspected  that  my  views  of 
this  subject  might  not  have  been  correct,  and 
therefore  paid  the  strictest  attention  to  the  argu- 
ments of  its  two  able  advocates  wkile  they  were 
delivering,  aod  have  given  them  since  all  the  at- 
tention which  the  time  would  allow.  The  result 
of  the  most  attentive  examination  1  have  been 
able  to  ^ive  tiie  subject  and  the  arguments  ad*  * 
yanced  in  favor  of  it  is,  that  the  measure  is  cal- 
culated to  afford  our  enemy  advantages  infinitely 
greater  than  ourselves,  and,  therefore,  as  both  the 
gentlemen  admit,  I,  at  least,  ought  not  to  vote  in 
favor  of  it.  Aod  believing  that  if  it  is  to  be  pass<- 
ed  at  all  it  should  be  done  wi%h  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  in  order  that  those  whom  it  is  intended 
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to  serve  may  have  time  to  get  home  their  proper- 
ty ;  that,  ID  fact,  the  pabiic  interest  requires  we 
shoald  put  the  question  at  rest  withous  further 
delay,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  motion  for  an  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  bill,  and  will  proceed  at 
once  to  assign  to  the  House  the  reasons  which  in- 
fltience  me  to  vote  against  it. 

The  bill,  as  it  at  present  stands,  proposes  to  ad* 
mit  of  the  importation  of  such  goods  only  as  had 
been  purchased  or  ordered  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
February,  1811 ;  but  a  conviction  of  the  impossi- 
bility of  limitinff  the  ooantity  to  be  imported  to 
those  described  by  the  long  string  of  oaths  which 
the  bill  contains,  nas  induced  the  gentleman  who 
spoke  first  (Mr.  Lowndes)  to  declare  his  deter- 
mination to  [iropose  an  amendment  which  shall 
admit  of  the  importation  of  goods  from  England 
and  her  dominions  which  may  become  American 
property  and  be  imported  into  any  of  our  ports  by 
the  first  of  August.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman, 
if  the  bill  must  pass  at  all,  it  should  pass  in  the 
way  he  proposes  to  amend  it ;  for  pass  it  in  what- 
ever shape  we  may,  the  efiect  will  be  the  same, 
that  is,  it  will  open  the  door  for  an  outlet  from 
Ckeat  Britain,  and  an  inlet  to  this  country  for  any 
quantity  of  merchandise  which  the  merchants  of 
the  two  countries  may  feel  a  wish  to  ship  from 
Great  Britain.  As  thus  to  be  modified,  I  have 
considered  both  the  gentlemen  arguing  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  and  given  it  and  their  arguments  aU 
the  attention  in  my  power.  The  object  of  the 
bill  thus  amended  is  to  enable  our  citizens  to  get 
home  from  Great  Britain  the  amount  due  them 
from  British  subjects  before  the  commencement 
of  the  war  into  which  we  are  about  to  enter. 

As  an  inducement  for  us  to  pass  the  bill,  we  are 
told,  by  one  of  the  gentlemen,  Mr.  L.  that  the  sum 
thus  due  our  citizens  from  British  sabiects  is  from 
twenty  to  thirty  millions  of  dollars;  by  the  other, 
Mn  C.  from  thirty  to  fifty  millions;  that  it  must 
be  of  vast  importance  to  the  nation  to  let  our  citi- 
zens get  payment  for  so  enormous  a  sum,  before 
we  commence  hostilities ;  that  unless  we  permit 
them  to  receive  and  bring  home  their  payments 
in  British  manufactures,  it  will  be  impossible  for 
them  to  get  their  pay  at  all,  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  specie  in  Eogland ;  that  these  goods  imported, 
under  the  operation  of  double  duties  upon  them, 
would  have  the  excellent  effect  of  placing  in  our 
Treasury  from  seven  to  ten  or  twelve  millions  of 
dollars ;  that  our  merchants,  said  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, Mr.  C,  enriched  by  being  thus  permitted 
to  get  home  their  capital,  would  have  it  in  their 
p|ower,  during  the  embarrassments  to  trade  occa- 
sioned by  the  war,  to  establish  manufactories  upon 
a  large  scale,  and  add  vastly  in  other  respects  to 
the  embellishments  and  improvement  of  the  coun- 
try ;  to  prove  that  their  capital  would  be  thus  em- 
ployed, he  instanced  the  improvements  of  this 
kind  made  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  during  our 
late  embargo ;  to  prove  the  scarcity  of  specie  in 
England,  and  the  imposbibility  of  getting  paid  bat 
in  British  merchandise,  one  of  the  gentlemen,  Mr. 
L*  informed  us,  that  the  failure  of  the  expedition 
to  Spain,  under  3ir  John  Moore,  and  of  that  to 
the  Island  of  Walcheren,  w'as  attributed  by  the  \ 


British  Ministry,  to  their  inability  to  procare  zixi 
specie  necessary  to  purchase  supplies  for  cbeii 
army. 

Mr.  Speaker — I  am  as  much  surprised  thac  tii< 
gentlemen  are  not  convinced  by  their  own  ar^ui 
ments  of  the  impolicy  of  passing  the  law,  as  tlie^ 
can  possibly  be  that  their  arguments  have  not  proi 
duced  convictions  on  my  mind  in  favor  of"    il 
This  difierence  of  opinion  between  us,  I  am  satisi 
fied,  is  principally  to  be  ascribed  to  our  difierani 
in  opinioii  as  to  the  practical  efieot  the  measure 
will  have  upon  Great  Britain  and  ouraelves.  Tbai 
our  motives  are  equally  purtf,  and  our  rie^ps   th< 
same,  I  am  convinced,  from  our  having  acted  toi 
gether  on  all  the  stronjgr  and  leading  measures  pro 
posed  during  the  session,  having  for  their  objecl 
the  placing  oar  countrv  in  a  situation  to  rfndcace 
its  violated  rights  and  honor.    We  are  egualiy 
resolved  on  war  the  moment  the  country  can    be 
placed  in  a  situation  to  warrant  it ;  and  this  mea^ 
sore  is  proposed  as  one  of  the  last  which  is   to 
precede  the  actual  declaration  of  war.    Now,  sir^ 
when  from  the  gentleman's  own  arguments  ^vre 
learui  that  the  expedition  to  Spain  under  Sir  John 
Moore,  and  that  to  the  Island  of  Walcheren,  both 
failed  from  the  inability  of  the  British  to  procare 
the  specie  to  purchase  supplies  necessary  for  the 
army— thus  proving  by  incontestable  facts,  the 
truth  of  the  maxim,  that  money  is  the   main 
sinew  of   war — I  feel  confident  they  were  not 
aware  of  one  of  the  effects  which  the  bill  -under 
consideration,  if  passed  into  a  law,  will  inevitably 
produce,  or  they  would  not  advocate  it.     Sir.  I 
venture  to  pronounce,  that  there  is  npt  a  man 
who  hears  me,  acquainted  with  the  subject,  vrho 
does  not  agree  with  me  in  the  opinion,  that  if  the 
law  is  passed,  every  dollar  which  can  be  draira 
from  tne  vaulu  of  our  banks,  raked  from    the 
strong  boxes  of  our  merchants,  or  borrowed  from 
other  individuals,  will  instantly  be  shipped  from 
this  country  to  Britain,  to  be  laid  out  in  British 
manufaotures.    Those  who  have  sums  due  them 
for  bills  purchased  on  Great  Britain  or  balances 
on  cargoes  heretofore  sdd  will  no  doubt  send  out 
and  receive  their  pay*    But  when  it  is  known  to 
every  one  what  advantage  the  man  has  who  goes 
into  market  with  specie  to  make  purchases  of  any 
thing,  over  him  who  goes  to  the  same  market  to 
purchase  with  bills  or  bonds — who  is  there,  ac- 
quainted with  mercantile  enterprise  and  cupidity, 
that  can  believe  it  possible  the  temptation  to  ship 
specie  to  a  market  where  it  is  so  much  needed, 
and  where  it  will  give  the  holder  of  it  such  an 
obvious  advantage  in  making  his  purchases,  can 
either  be  arrested  or  soppressol  ?    It  wiU  be  need- 
less to  attempt  to  prevent  it  bf  laws  prohibiting 
its  exportation.    In  defiance  ot  all  the  penal  lawrs 
which  human  invention  has  been  able  to  devise, 
neither  Spain  nbr  Great  Britain  has  ever  been 
able  to  prevent  specie  being  carried  out  of  the 
country.    One  of  the  severest  injuries  which  onr 
non-importation  law  has  inflicted  upon  Great  Brit- 
ain, has  been  the  withdrawing  from  her^  in  pay- 
ment for  our  produce,  every  shilling  of  specie 
which   mercantile   ingenuity  could  •devise  the 
means  of  getting  away  either  tem  the  mother 
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eoontrjr  or  her  CQlooies.  Heoce,  ia  no  small  de- 
gree, the  complaints  on  the  floor  of  the  British 
Parliament,  and  the  inquiries  of  that  body  upon 
this  subject ;  hence  the  complaints  in  the  Leg;is- 
lature  of  the  Island  of  Jamaica  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, and  the  miserable  shifts  proposed  by  a  com* 
mittee  of  that  body  to  remedy  the  evil,  one  of 
which  I  recollect  was  as  to  this  effect :  to  take  out 
a  plug  from  each  piece  of  coin ;  make  what  re- 
mained pass  in  its  full  Talue,  and  have  the  plugs 
uken  out  coined  over,  and  thus  multiply  the  quan- 
titf  of  circulating  medium.  Surely,  then,  Mr. 
Speaker^  at  the  moment  we  are  about  to  declare 
war  against  a  nation  thus  straitened  for  monev-^ 
a  war,  the  end  of  which  no  one  can  foretell ;  out 
which  all  who  have  given  any  opinion  on  the 
lubject,  admit  is  to  last  from  four  to  seven  years 
—when  we  are  ourselves  obliged  to  borrow  lothe 
amount  of  eleven  millions  of  dollars  to  enable  us 
to  carry  on  the  first  year's  operations  of  that  war, 
I  should  think  it  one  of  the  most  injudicious,  if  not 
the  most  ruinous,  measures  to  pass  an  act  which  is 
to  transfer  all,  or  certainly  a  large  proportion,  of 
the  specie  of  the  country  from  our  own  hands  in- 
to those  of  our  enemy.  But  to  do  this  before  even 
the  loan  we  have  authorized  for  the  first  year  of 
the  war  has  been  effected,  would  certainly  not 
add  to^  whatever  it  might  diminish  from,  our 
characters  as  statesmen.  In  attempting,  as  is  exr 
pected  from  this  bill,  to  draw  into  our  Treasury 
from  seven  to  ten  millions  of  dollars,  to  aid  us  in 
the  second  year  of  the  war*;  we  should  almost  to 
a  certainty  deprive  ourselves  of  all  the  precious 
metals,  destroy  the  creditof  our  own  banks,  whose 
paper  rests  entirely  for  its  currency  upon  the  spe- 
cie in  their  vaults ;  put  it  out  of  our  power  to 
borrow  even  the  sum  needed  for  the  first  year  of 
the  war ;  and  what  in  effect  asainst  us  would  be 
still  more  injurious,  we  shoura,  by  transferring 
these  very  precious  metals  into  the  hands  of  our 
immediate  enemy,  restore  the  declining  credit  of 
his  paper;  and  by  the  export  duties  upon  the  very 
merchandise  we  are  to  receive  from  him,,  in  ex- 
change for  our  specie,  place  in  his  Exchequer 
nearly  or  quite  as  large  a  sum  as  we  should,  by 
the  duties  oa  importation,  draw  into  our  own 
Treasury.  This  would  be  efieetually  to  give  the 
itaffout  of  our  own  hands  into  those  of  our  ad* 
rersary. 

That  there  are  large  ^ums  due  oor  merehanta 
from  the  British  Qovernment  and  subjects,  is  no 
doobt  true ;  for  we  know  that  a  great  proportion 
of  the  provisions  which  have  been  shipped  to 
Spain  and  Portugal  since  the  adoption  of  the  non- 
itnportation  system,  has  been  paid  for  either  in 
British  Qovernment  bills,  or  from  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  bills  sent  into  this  country  to  be  sold 
for  what  they  would  bring ;  besides  these,  there 
trt  DO  doubt  considerable  sumsdue  our  merchants, 
to  whom  cargoes  have  been  sold  in  England*  Be 
the  amount  what  it  may,  unfortunately  thegreat- 
^  proportion,  if  not  the  whole  of  it,  is  no  doubt 
well  secured,  and  a  considerable  part  of  it  has,  in 
til  probability,  been  purchased  up  by  our  citizens 
it  a  discount  which  would  average  three  years' 
mteresL    But,  air,  before  we  determine  that  it^  is 


absolutely  proper  to  admit  the  sum  thus  due  us 
to  be  imported  into  thiscountry  in  British  manu- 
factures, we  should  examine  into  the  causes 
which  have  produced  this  unnatural  state  of 
things ;  tee  the  effects  which  these  causes  have 
produced  upon  both  countries ;  and  endeavor  to 
see  the  effects  which  the  measure  under  consider- 
ation, if  adopted,  is  like  to  produce  upon  both 
countries.  The  cause  of  this  unnatural  state  of 
things  is  simply  this:  Qreat  Britain,  a  nation 
more  dependent  upon  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures for  national  prosperity  than  ourselves,  or, 
perhaps,  any  other  nation,  had  endeavored  foi 
uve  years  to  confine  our  commerce,  both  of  ex- 
poru  and  imports,  to  her  own  dominions,  and  de- 
prive us  of  all  advantages  from  a  commerce  with 
ner  enemy.  This  obliged  us  also  to  resort  to  com- 
mercial restrictions,  whereby,  although  we  admit- 
ted her  to  obtain  from  us  the  produce  of  our  coun- 
try necessary  for  her  armies  and  manufactories, 
we  absolutely  forbade  the  importation  of  her 
manufactures  into  our  country.  This  state  of 
commercial  arrangements,  it  seems,  has  resulted, 
in  about  two  years,  in  Great  Britain  and  British 
merchants  becoming  indebted  to  our  citizens  in  a 
sum  equal  to  upwards  of  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, which  cannot  be  paid  for,  owiny  to  the  scar- 
city of  specie,  in  any  thing  but  British  manufac- 
tures. Thus  they  have  their  goods — we  have 
their  bonds.  Then. the  question  is,  will  their 
goods,  without  a  ikiarket  (or  them,  be  of  more  use 
to  them  than  their  bonds  to  us  ?  Is  it  likely  they 
would  have  been  indebted  to  such  an  amount  to 
us,  if  it  had  been  possible  for  them  to  have  obtain- 
ed a  market  for  their  goods  ?  I  think  not.  Will 
not  time  and  the  moth  be  likely  to  do  as  much  or 
more  injury  to  their  goods,  as  time  and  the  accum- 
ulation of  interest  upon  their  bonds  or  bills  in  oor 
hands,  will  do  tp  our  citizens?  1  think  it  will. 
Another  of  the  offsets  of  the  interruption  to  com- 
merce by  the  injustice  of  Great  Britain  and  our 
non-importation  law,  has  been  to  cause  a  great 
many  of  our  more  prudent  merchants,  particular* 
ly  those  of  moderate  capitab,  to  suspend  their 
mercantile  concerns,  wind  up  their  business,  and 
vest  their  capitals  in  manufacturing  establtslK 
ments  in  our  own  country.  These  estabiishmealSi 
particularly  in  the  Middle  and  Eastern  Sitates, 
are  daily  increasing  ia  numbers,  and  enlargiugin 
their  operations,  in  a  manner  which  promises,  ere 
long,  to  render  us  independent  of  foreign  supplies } 
and  scarce  a  ship  arrives  from  Europe  which  does 
not  bring  us  some  of  the  aiost  valuable  artists  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  various  branches  of  manu- 
facture, who  from  the  want  of  employment  al 
home  are  obliged  to  seek  for  that  and  bread  in 
some  other  country.  Ia  Great  Britain  the  effect 
has  been  directly  the  reverse.  There  it  has  caused 
the  discontinuance  of  a  great  number  of  her  fac- 
tories, from  the  want  of  that  market  for  thoae 
manufactures  we  were  accustomed  to  furnish 
theu^.  The  discontinuance  of  these  factories  has 
turned  out  of  emplovment  a  great  number  of 
her  manufacturers,  whose  distresses,  for  the  waul 
of  employjment  and  bread,  we  are  informed  have 
recently  driven  them  iu  some  places  into  a  state 
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of  insttrrection ;  the  want  of  a  market  for  their 
mannfactures  has  also  occasioned  an  unosnal 
number  of  bankruptcies  among  their  merchants, 
bankers,  and  owners  of  large  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments. Petitions  from  all  these  classes  of 
the  distressed,  we  discover,  are  pouring  in  from 
all  quarters  to  Parliament,  stating  as  the  great 
cause  of  their  misfortunes  the  continuance  in  op- 
eration of  the  Orders  in  Council — the  very  injury 
complained  of  by  us — the  principal  cause  of  our 
adopting  the  non-importation  system;  and  for 
her  refusing  to  repeal  which,  we  are  about  to  de- 
clare war  against  her. 

Thus  circumstanced,  we  are  urged  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  this  bill,  ft9  one  of  the  very  last  acts  to 
be  done  previous  to  the  actoiil  declaration  of  war, 
to  pass  an  act  which  is  to  furnish  our  enemy  a 
market  for  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars' worth  of  their  manufactures  in  exchange  for 
oar  specie.  British  Gtovernment  bonds  and  bills, 
due  from  British  subjects  to  American  citizens. 
The  effect  of  this  measure  upon  Great  ]3ritain 
will  be,  to  liberate  her  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers from  their  present  embarrassments,  find 
employment  for  her  bow  idle  and  suffering  poor 
mechanics  and  their  families,  restore  the  country 
to  peace  and  tranquillity,  reprenish  the  British 
Exchequer  with  duties  on  the  goods  they  sell  us, 
restore  the  declining  credit  of  British  paper  by 
throwing  a  lar^  supply  of  specie  into  their  coun- 
try, and  what  isj  if  possible,  a 'still  greater  injury 
to  us,  confirm,  in  their  seats,  a  Ministry  whose 
every  act  has  been  marked  by  the  most  deadly 
hostility  to  this  country.  Upon  this  country  the 
effects  will'  be,  by  overstocking  the  market  with 
such  an  immense  quantity  of  goods,  to  check,  if 
not  totally  put  n  stop  to,  the  numeroiis  and  thriv- 
ing factories  of  our  country  ;  strip  ourselves  of 
nearly  the  whole  of  our  specie,  and  thereby  de* 
stroy  the  credit  of  our  own  banks,  and  rienaer  it 
difficult  if  not  impossible  to  negotiate  the  loans 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  the  war. '  Ought 
we,  then,  to  do  an  act  which  is  likely  to  render 
^ch  essential  service  to  our  enemy,  and  to  do 
ourselves  so  much  iujory,  for  the  mere  porpose' 
of  enabling  our  merchants  to  get  home  the  sums 
due  them  to  British  manufactures,  and  of  eetting 
the  duties  the^  may  be  liable  to  pay  on  being  im- 
ported? I  think  not,  particularly  when  the  act 
must  have  the  effect  of  stammng  an  Indelible 
character  of  inconsistency  and  instability  upon 
our  own  Government.  Nor  dan  I  agree  in  the 
opinion  advanced  by  one  of  the  gentlemen.  (Mr. 
LtOWifDEB,)  that  the  limitation  of  the  act  to  the 
first  of  August,  will  have  the  effect  of  rendering 
the  relief  to  the  now  idle  and  suffering  mannfac- 
torers  so  partial  as  not  to  suppress,  in  any  eon*^ 
siderable  degree,  their  murmurs ;  or,  in  another 
opinion  advanced  bv  the  same  gentleman,  that 
the'operation  of  double  duties  upon  the  goods  to 
be  imported  will,  by  enabling  our  manufacturers 
to  undersell  the  importers,  hold  out  a  sufficient 
encouragement  for  them  to  go  on  with  their  es- 
tablishments. ,  For,  if  the  first  of  August  be  long 
enough  to  admit  those  who  have  debts  due  them 
in  England,  to  go  and  ieceiv«  their  d^bu  in  gooda 


and  bring  them  home,  it  is  also  long  enoagh  for 
those  who  wish  to  lay  their  money  out  in  goods, 
as  well  as  for  such  British  merchants  as  may 
choose  to  hazard  shipments  to  our  market  to  par- 
chase  and  bring  out  what  they  may  wish  ;  and 
the  relief  afforded  will  be  proportioned  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  purchases  made  of  British  manufac- 
tures, not  to  the  length  of  time  these  purchases 
may  be  makings  And,  sir,  on  whatever  teitns 
the  goods  may  be  purchased,  they  mnst  be  sold, 
or  they  will  be  of  no  use  to  the  merchant ;  and 
this  the  manufacturer  knows,  and  will  feel  but 
little  encouragement  to  attempt  a  competition  in 
a  glutted  marlet  against  men  who  must  sell  their 
gc^s  whether  they  make  a  profit  or  not  by  their 
sales« 

The  other  gentleman  (Mr.  CALttoi7tt)  admitted 
that  this  bill,  if  passed,  would  afford  very  great 
relief  to  the  manufacturing  and  mercantile  inter- 
ests of  Great  Britain ;  but  the  conclusion  he  drew 
from  it  was,  that,  so  far  from  doing  us  an  injarj,  it 
would  be  of  service  to  tis,  as  the  relief  given  woald 
be  so  obviously  great,  mm  the  ben^ts  of  com- 
merce with  tts,  and  so  immediately  preceding*  the 
war,  that  the  ealatdities  which  the  war  woald 
sooti  again  bring  npon  them  would  tend  to  render 
the  war  much  more  unpopular  in  England  than 
if  this  relief  were  not  first  given.    I  have  always 
been  taught  to  believe  that  it  was  bad  policy  to 
give  np  a  certainty  for  an  uncertainty.   We  know 
that  tliey  are  ndw  ia  distress;  If  we  give  them 
the  relief  this  bill  is  calculated  co  afford  them,  w^e 
are  not  certain  that  we  shall  have  it  in  onr  power 
to  place  them  in  greater  if  as  great  a  state  of  em- 
barrassment, for  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  what 
may  hrappen  in  the  course  of  the  war  to  mitigate 
its  oppressive '  effects  upon  them.    Besides  this, 
sir,  we  know  from  experitoce,  that  distresses  oc- 
casioned by  the  injustice  of  their  Government  to 
other  nations,  do  not  always  render  nn popular 
the  Ministry  whose  injustice  has  brought  these 
distresses  upon  the  people.    It  cannot  be  forgot- 
ten that  oar  former  embargo  had  occasioned  much 
embarrassment  and  distress  upon  these  same  class- 
es of  Britbh  subjecu;  that  the  arrangement  of 
differences  made  by  Mr.  Enskine  had  the  effect  of 
affording  them  relief  from  these  embarrassments. 
Yet  we  see  the  same  Ministry  still  ia  power,  when 
it  is  known  that  all  the  embarrassments  and  dis- 
tress whith  these  same  classes  of  people  are  suf- 
fering, so  far  as  we  have  occasioned  them,  flow 
from  measures  we  have  feh  ourselves  bound  to 
adopt  in  consequence  of  the  shameful  violation  of 
that  arrangement  by  their  own  €K>vernmeni.  The 
people  of  that  country,  sir,  or  at  least  a  very  large 
proportion  of  them,  provided  they  can  find  em- 
ployment which  will  yield  them  the  indispensa- 
ble necessaries  of  life,  do  not  interfere  with  their 
Government;  they  neither  inquire  nor  care,  who 
are  the  ins  or  who  are  the  outs.    But  when  those 
who  administer  their  public  concerns  are  so  im- 
provident as,  by  their  measures,  to  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  the  people  to  obtain  the  employment 
necessary  for  their  support,  then  their  necessities 
drive  them  to  extremities,  which  oblige  the  Gov- 
ernment to  anend  to  their  situation.  To  this  sit- 
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oatioojf  we  are  to  believe  theaecoants  received 
from  thaceoantry,  a  great  many  are  now  reduced  ; 
and  I  cannot  but  believe  it  would  be  very  iojudi- 
c]0U5  ID  us,  at  this  time  particularly,  to  adopt  a 
measare  which  it  is  admitted  must  and  will  afford 
ifaem  very  great  relief. 

By  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  embargo  juat 
laid  will  have  no  other  effect  than  barely  to  pre^ 
serve  such  of  our  seamen  as  are  now  at  home ; 
ud  ihftt  our  merchants,  under  the  delusion  that 
we  do  not  intend  giving  to  war,  will  not  order 
(heir  ships  home,  unless  we  pass  this  bill  to  afford 
ihem  ihe  temptation  of  freighu ;  one  of  the  geo* 
ilemen  (Mr.  LowaoEs)  has  urged,  as  an  irresist? 
\ble  argument  io  favor  of  the  bill,  that  it  will  have 
the  eflect  of  bringing  home  thousands  of  our  sea* 
meo,  whose  secvices  we  shall  need,  but  otherwise 
certainly  lose.  Now,  sir,  by  every  day's  papers, 
from  oar  great  seaport  towns,  we  see  that  oar 
seamen  and  ships  are  returning  from  foreign  voy- 
ages, aod  the  embargo,  I  should  suppose,  will  keep 
at  home  as  well  the  seamen  thus  daUy  arriving, 
as  those  in  port  at  the  time  the  law  was  enforced. 
Aod,  to  convioce  us  that  our  merchahts  would 
Dot  order  their  ships  home,  he  should  have  shown 
OS  »ime  flag  under  which,  and  some  trade  in 
wbich  they  cottld  be  profitably  employed  as  neu- 
tral ressels  on  their  own  country  being  involved 
ia  war.  For,  believe  me,  sir,  this  class  of  our 
eitizeos  are  too  keen-sighted  to  their  own  intei^ 
e»t.  notwithstanding  all  their  affectation  of  a  be- 
lief that  we  did  nut  Intend  going  to  war,  not  to 
baveuken  the  possibility  of  such  an  event  Into 
eoDtideration,  in  framing  their  own  instructions 
to  (heir  captaios  or  supercargoes.  And,  sir,  as  I 
do  not  know  of  any  civilized  neutrai  maritime 
Power  at  this  time  but  ourselves^  as  I  do  not  see 
tbat,  oader  the  flag  of  a  belligerent,  thev  could 
ind  more  profitable  employment  than  unaer  that 
of  their  own  Gk>vernment,  even  supposing  this 
class  of  our  citizens  to  be  utterly  devoid  of  patri- 
otism, wbich  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit,  I  do  not 
thiok  the  apprrhensions  of  the  gentleman,  that 
ibey  will  not  order  their  shi\m  home,  well  found- 
ed; and,  of  course,  this  aigument  has  not  that 
weight  upon  my  mind  which  it  ai^ars  to  bare 
opoa  his. 

To  (he  arguments  of  the  gentleman,  that  France 
cannot  have  anyjustground  of  complaint  against 
Dt  for  passing  this  bill,  hbeartily  subscribe.  If  that 
GoTerament  should  complain,  it  will  certainly  be 
vitbout  good  cause,  aod  in  such .  case  her  com- 
plaints would  have  no  weight  upon  my  mind 
^aiast  the  measure.  But  whether  our  own  cit- 
izens may  not  have  cause  of  complaint  at  our 
ebangeof^the  mode  of  resistance,  is  another  que»-. 
Uon. 

There  is,  however,  one  view  of  the  snbjeet  un-. 
der  coDsideratioa  which  seems  to  have  escaped 
the  attention  of  both  the  gentlemen  who  have 
^Tocated  it ;  it  is  one,.however,  wbich  as  it  strikes 
^l  mind  is  by  no  means  unworthy  our  attention. 
It  is  this — that  the  success  of  this  measure  does 
Qot  depend  entirely  upon  oorselves*-  The  bill 
has  heen  argued  as  though  it  were  a  mere  inter- 
^  tegnUtion,  depending  ^entirety  upon  ouisehres 


for. its  complete  eiecutioo.  Yet  it  is  obvious, 
that  in  order  to  give  the  bill  the  effects  intended, 
we  have  to  go  into  the  dominion  and  put  ourselves 
in  the  power  of  the  very  nation  against  which 
we  intend  to  declare  war  the  very  moment  we 
return.  And,  sir,  are  we  certain,  do  we  believe 
it  past  doubt,  that  the  British  Qovernmenton  the 
arrival  of  our  vessels  in  England  to  take  off  this 
vast  amount  of  property,  wbich  is  to  replenish 
our  Treasury  with  duties;  supply  us  with  neces- 
saries for  several  years  of  the  war;  enrich  our 
merchants  by  giving  them  capital  on  which  to 
establish  manufactories  to  such  an  extent  aa 
thereafter  for  ever  to  rival  their  own; — after 
getting  all,  or  a  great  part  of  our  specie  from 
our  country  into  theirs,  as  I  have  shown  they 
probably  will  do,  I  ask,  is  it  certain,  when  she 
has  thus  got  all  the  resources  of  our  country  with- 
in her  power,  and  knowing  that  immediately  on 
their  return  we  are  resolved  on  a  declaration  of 
war  against  her,  she  will  let  them  out  of  her 
grasp?  If  she  does,  she  will  certainly  not  act 
with  her  usual  foresight,  or  aecording  to  the  max- 
ims of  her  recent  policy.  A  nation  that,  to  deprive 
a  neighboring  Power  at  peace  with  her,  but  saa- 
pected  of  being  about  to  become  hostile,  could 
without  any  previous  notice  of  hostility  lay  the 
capital  of  that  neighbor  in  ashes,  and  wrest  from 
her  all  her  means  of  annoyance;  a  nation  that  could 
so  shamefully  disavow  a  solemn  arrangement 
entered  into  by  her  Minister,  after  availing  her- 
self of  all  the  benefits  that  arrangement  was  cal- 
culated to  afford  her ;  such  a  nation  has  become 
lost  to  ail  sense  of  national  honor,  and  has  substi- 
tuted in  its  place  her  interests  for  the  moment. 
And,  sir,  from  my  soul  1  believe,  that  if  we  pass 
the  bill  under  present  circumstances,  Qreat  Brit- 
ain will  make  the  most  she  can  of  it,  and  that 
neither  our  ships,  our  seamen,  nor  our  properly 
will  ever  be  permitted  to  return  till  the  close  of 
the  war.  Should  this  prove  to  be  the  c^ise,  and 
I  warn  the  House  of  its  probability,  we  shall,  in-, 
deed,  rue  too  late  the  folly  of  giving  up  a  cer- 
tainty for  an  uncertainty ;  of  grasping  at  a  shadow 
aikd  losing  the  substance, 

Mr.  Chbves  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  to  discuss 
the  •  merlu  of  this  question,  but  to  say  thai  he 
should  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  out  of  respect  for  the  opin- 
ion of  that  worthy  gentleman,  which  he  found  to 
be  that  also  of  a  great  portion  of  the  House.  He 
never  had  himself  entertained  a  doubt  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  bill.  It  might  not  be  popular,  as 
gentlemen  urged ;  but  popularity,  raucn  as  he  re- 
spected the  public  voice,  (and  none  was  more  anx- 
ious than  himself  to  merit  its  approbation,)  should 
never  stand  between  him  and  his  duty«  He  con- 
sidered this  as  a  war  measure  in  the  strongest 
sense  of  the  word,  and  in  that  view  supported  it. 
Finding,  however,  that  his  friends  wished  for  de- 
lay.; as  he  wished  their  support  and  approbation 
of  the  measure,  he  should  not  object  to  postpone- 
ment for  a  few  days. 

Mr.  WinuBRY.-^Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  be- 
fore the  House  is  a  question  of  importance ;  on 
the  part  of  England,  she  only  wiahea  to  vend  her 
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maoufactares  in  the  Uaited  folates;  the  United 
States  wish  to  pass  and  repas»  to  other  nations 
with  her  own  produce — let  England  grant  the 
one  and  we  the  other.  The  whole  of  the  argu- 
ments used  hy  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina yesterday  went  to  three  points  ^  one.  that 
England  had  not  specie  enough  to  pay  her  ^ebts ; 
that  she  could  not  pay  our  citizens  unless  we  suf- 
fered the  importation  of  British  manufactures^  a 
third  reason  was,  that  the  sailors  could  get  home 
to  their  country  in  this  way  only.  Let  us  exam- 
ine these  points,  for  on  no  other,  that  I  recollect, 
had  their  arguments  any  bearing.  First,  that 
England  has  not  specie  enoueh  to  pay  her  debts, 
is  agreed  on  all  sides ;  but  it  does  not  follow  from 
that,  that  we  should  repeal  our  non-importation 
law  ;  nor  do  I  agree  that  the  gentlemen  are  correct 
in  their  assertion,  that  England  owes  this  country 
$50,000,000— if  that  were  true,  it  would  be  a 
strong  reason  against  war ;  it  is  not  the  fact.  The 
gentlemen  have  declared  it  as  their  opinion  ;  in 
my  opinion,  the  description  of  debts  contemplated 
in  the  bill  would  not  amount  to  $2,000,000,  if  it 
does  to  one  million.  The  gentlemen  have  the 
affirmative  side  of  the  question — let  them  bring 
anything  that  looks  like  proof  if  they  can.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  allowed  to  lix  their  own  premises, 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  drawing  the  conclusion; 
but  I  disagree  with  the  gentlemen  in  their  prem- 
ises. They  say  it  will  bring  fifteen  or  twenty 
millions  ioto  the  Treasury;  but  in  the  same  pro- 
portion ns  the  debt  is  reduced,  the  duties  must 
fall  short — so  that,  in  the  event  of  there  being  but 
one  million  due,  we  should  fall  short  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand  in  the  public  chest  by  these  im- 
ports^ provided  they  were  all  to  arrive  safe.  But 
the  time  which  is  allowed,  would  be  far  too  short 
for  them  to  leave  this  country  and  get  back  with 
their  goods ;  therefore,  if  they  should  attempt  it, 
they  would  get  their  goods,  receipt  their  debtors, 
and  tbe  English  ships  would  take  them  coming 
home  and  condemn  them  as  good  prize ;  and  thus, 
instead  of  helping  them,  you  would  injure  theml 
The  British  are  among  you,  they  are  every- 
where present — you  cannot  keep  them  from  the 
knowledge  of  your  preparations.  If  they  find  you 
are  determined  for  war,  they  will  that  moment 
stop  all  they  can.  As  to  the  sailors  coming  home 
in  these  vessels,  and  having  no  other  way  to  get 
to  their  own  country,  this  is  not  the  fact,  unless 
you  agree  that  a  vessel  loaded  with  English 
goods  can  accommodate  more  sailors  than  a  vessel 
in  a  set  of  ballast— the  vessels  are  arriving  every 
day  in  ballast.  This  part  of  the  gentleman's  ar- 
gument must,  therefore,  fall  to  the  ground.  But 
admit,  for  argument's  sake,  that  they  could  get 
home — would  you  not  give  England  an  oppor- 
tunity, in  the  course  of  three  mouths,  to  sap  the 
very  foundation  of  your  Gk>vernment?  Would 
she  not  sell  bills  enough  to  drain  your  vaults  in 
all  your  banks,  and  thus  supply  herself  with  your 
specie  to  support  the  war,  and  leave  you  money- 
less 1  If  she  did  not,  it  would  not  be  because 
you  did  not  put  it  in  her  power.  But,  sir,  there 
is  another  good  reason  aeatnst  this  partial  repeal 
of  the  non-importation  Uw;  it  would  reconcile 


her  own  mechanics  at  home,  who  are  now  ii 
the  greatest  distress  for  want  of  a  market  fortheil 
manufactures ;  this  w'ould  be  granting  them  re 
lief  in  a  case  which  of  all  others  is  to  England  ol 
the  greatest  consequence,  and  which  at  preseoi 
causes  them  the  most  distress  at  home.  But.  m 
there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  this  mat 
ter  is  to  be  considered,  as  it  relates  to  our  eogagei 
ments  with  France.  If  our  Gorernment  has  eoi 
gaged  with  her,  that  if  she  would  revoke  herded 
crees  we  would  havea/non-importatidn  lawagaiosl 
England,  and  France  has  accepted  our  offer,  aa() 
that  too,  after  we  had  offered  the  same  to  England 
and  she  had  refused  It ;  are  we  not  bound  in  hono^ 
honesty,  and  good  faith,  to  comply  on  our  parti 
Sir,  I  think  we  are  bound,  unless  France  should 
fail  on  her  part.  Will  she  not,  on  hearing  thi^ 
you  have  repealed  your  non-importation  law,  sto}l 
all  the  property  of  the  Americans  in  France  1 
and  will  she  not  send  forth  her  privateers  to  bun] 
all  your  vessels  from  England  ?  When  we  ar^ 
about  to  pass  a  bill  like  that  on  your  table,  \fi 
ought  to  consider  it  in  every  possible  point  ol 
view  in  which  it  can  have  a  bearing  for  or  agaiasl 
us.  Who  can  say  that  in  case  this  bill  pas^e^,  w« 
shall  not  lose  as  much  by  France  as  we  shoald 
gain  by  England,  to  say  nothing  about  your  for^ 
feiting  the  faith  of  the  nation,  solemnly  pledged 
to  France  if  she  would  revoke  her  decrees.  Mrj 
Speaker,  I  entreat  of  my  brethren  within  thii 
Hall,  and  others  of  my  country,  in  God'$  name 
not  to  sell  their  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage. 

Mr.  McKiM  said  he  should  vote  for  the  iodefiniie 
postponement  of  this  bill,  though  he  would  ratberi 
nave  given  a  direct  vote  on  the  question.  It  wa^ 
with  extreme  reluctance  that  on  this  subject  he 
differed  in  opinion  with  his  friends,  for  whose 
public  and  private  virtues  he  had  the  greatest  re* 
spect.  He  viewed  this  bill  as  pregnant  with  the 
most  pernicious  consequences,  il  he  could  oiice 
see  the  Legislature  act  independently  of  consid- 
orations  arising  from  the  commerce  with  forei^ 
Powers;  if  they  would  only  act  under  a  conric- 
tion  that  we  could  exist  without  drawing  oor  re- 
sources from  Great  Britain,  he  should  yet  hopeto> 
see  this  nation  maintain  its  ground  against  itsiQ' 
veterate  enemy.  But  as  long  as  we  show  our 
enemy  that  we  cannot  exist  without  <'c'^^^^^ 
supplies  from  her.  he  feared  we  should  not  be 
able  to  maintain  the  ground  we  have  taken.  It 
is  not  my  intention,  said  he,  to  discuss  at  largje 
the  merits  of  thb  bill ;  but  some  points  I  will 
briefly  notice. 

It  has  been  advocated,  as  promising  a  sappoit 
to  manufactures.  How  will  this  be  afforded? 
By  importing  the  very  articles  to  be  manuiae* 
tured !  You  are  to  bring  in  foreisn  comruodiiie» 
to  paralyze  your  new  sources  of  industry.  ^^^■^^P 
the  capital  brought  in  may  be  employed  in  estab- 
lishing new  manufactures ;  but  the  good»  tone 
introduced,  it  is  clear  to  my  mind,  will  destroy 
those  already  established. 

But  this  measure,  it  Is  said,  will  bring  home 
your  ships  and  seamen.  How  is  their  return  to 
be  effected  by  its  agency  1  Will  they  not  return 
Without  it  1  It  is  weU  known,«ir,  that  the  produce 
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of  tiiis  eoonuy  is  bulky  \  that  it  requires  a  fpreat 
riteot  of  loDDtge  to  ioajwrt  it — that  the  vessels 
fnqaendy  must  return  id  ballast;  aod  they  will 
morn  as  eertainly  in  this  way  (as  heretofore)  as 
ikofh  tbey  bad  brought  it  in  return  cargoes. 

If.  as  geotietnep  coatead,  taking  them  on  their 
Of  Q  ground,  this  measure  would  be  beneficial  to 
tae  interests  of  our  country;  if  it  is  to  give  uti 
npital  to  carry  on  war  and  encourage  aianufac- 
lorn,  why  limit  the  importation  to  the  first  of 
Aogost?  The  act  of  limiting  it,  shows  it  to  be 
IB  lodalgeoce  for  a  particular  purpose,  and  not  a 
nteasare  predicated  on  the  general  good.  The 
coly  solid  ground  on  which  it  appears  to  me  the 
arfoiofot  in  favor  of  this  bill  can  stand,  is  the 
rigbt  of  erery  citizen  to  indulgence  when  it  can 
ix  granted  consistently  with  the  public  good. 
Sir,  I  lament  the  situation  of  those  who  purchased 
{oods  la  England  prior  to  the  non-importation 
ttt  goiog  into  effect,  and  I  wish  we  could  relieve 
ihem  witboQt  injury  to  the  country.  But  the 
oosure  now  in  force  was  a  prohibition  of  the 
ioportatioD  of  British  manufactures,  with  a  view 
to  deprive  them  of  the  sale  of  their  manufactures 
at  the  time  they  deprived  us  of  the  markets  of 
Earope—to  counteract  those  measures  of  which 
ve  bad  experienced  the  evil.  What  has  been 
ikme  (oindoce  ua  to  remove  this  restriction  ?  .No- 
ihiog;  and  I  regret  to  see  a  disposition  to  remove 
iL  This  vacillating  policy  has  greatly  injured 
tiiis  itatioD,  by  raising  a  doubt  whether  it  was  pos- 
sible for  as  to  persist  in  any  measure  for  a  suffi- 
cient leogth  of  time  to  render  it  effectual.  I  should 
be  highly  gratified  to  see  any  one  expedient  per- 
^med  in  till  it  had  produced  the  efiect  expected 
froiD  it ;  and  therefore  am  opposed  to  the  bill. 

The  most  important  view  of  this  subject  is, 
-Ut  a  passage  of  the  bill  would  create  distress  in 
the  mind  of  the  American  people,  and  have  a  ten- 
'lency  to  impress  them  with  an  opinion  that  all 
our  warlike  preparations  have  not  been  intended 
toearry  into  efiect  the  object  we  profess  to  have 
»n  Tiew. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was 
Deniired— yeas  50,  nays  60,  as  follows : 
Tuf^WUliam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  William 
W.  BiU),  WiUUm  Blockledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Br9«n,  John  Clopton,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Joseph 
Daha,  Eliu  Earle,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall, 
^!«d  Hall,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  John- 
^,  Joseph  Kent,  Abner  Lacock,  Joaeph  Lefever^ 
Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  William 
HcCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Meicalf,  Sannel 
L-Mitehili,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony 
^ew,  Thomas  Newton,  William  Piper,  Benjamin 
PoDd,  Saaoel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Ebe- 
oocr  8aga,  John  Sevier,  Sunoel  Shaw,  Qeoige  Smith, 
Williaffl  Stnmi^  John  TalialeiTO,  George  M.  Tronp, 
(Ittrlct  Turner,  Jan., Robert  WhitehUl,  David  R.  Wil- 
litoa,  WiUiun  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 


NiTi^ Willis  Alston,  jr.,  John  Baker,  Burwell 
B>"ett,  Abijth  Bigelow,  fiarmanns  Bleecker,  James 
Breckearidge,  lEUjah  Brigham,  William  A.  BnrweU, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditua 
ChiDpiou,  I«angdon  Cheves,  John  Davenport,  Jan., 
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Roger  Davis,  John  Dewson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Wil* 
liam  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitchv 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Felix  Grundy,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnfly,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan., 
Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Joseph  Lewis,  jua*, 
William  Lowndes,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  Mo- 
Kee,  James  Milhor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby  Joseph  Pearsoo,  Israel 
Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr., 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  William  Reed,  Wi|. 
liam  M.  Riehardeon,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Willism  Rod- 
man, Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  She0ay,  John  Smihe, 
John  Smith,  Richaid  Stanford,  Philip  Slaart,8ilaa 
Slow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamia 
Tatlmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Mr.  Flbasantb  again  spoke  in  endanatioB  of 
his  former  remarks,  aod  in  support  or  the  motion 
for  postponement  to  Monday. 
'  Mr.  LowwnBa  also  afaia  spoke  in  support  of 
the  preseat  motion.  He  said,  if  if  should  prevail, 
onless  there  shoolJ  appear  to  be  a  change  in  the 
opinion  of  his  friends,  after  a  week's  calm  reflec- 
tion, so  great  as  (o  iodnce  a  majority  of  those 
wiih  whom  he  acted  to  adopt  hi»  opinion  in  faror. 
of  the  bill,  against  which  he  must  say  he  had 
heard  no  sufficient  objection  urged,  he  should  not 
feel  himself  at  liberty  to  call  up  the  bill  on  the 
day  to  which  it  was  to  be  postponed.  If  there 
should  appear  to  have*  been  such  a  change,  he 
Should  then  call  it  up. 

The  motion  for  poatponemcnt  to  Monday  week 
was  then  put  and  carried. 

RECESS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Bibb  called  up  his  motion  to  appoint  a 
committee,  to  join  with  such  as  should  be  ap* 
pointed  by  the  Senate,  to  examine  into  the  un- 
nnisheJ  business,  aod  report  whether  and  when 
an  adjournment  could  take  place.  He  said  he 
did  not  propose  to  repeat  the  observations  he  had 
made  on  the  subject  yesterday.  The  resolution 
barely  proposed  an  inquiry,  and  was  of  that  na- 
ture that  rarely  met  with  opposition  fn  the  House. 
If,  upon  investigation.it  should  be  found  that  the 
public  interest  would  suffer  from  such  a  measure, 
he  presumed  the  committee  would  report  against 
it.^  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  could  be  done  without 
injury,  they  would  report  in  favor  of  it.  The  re* 
pore  of  the  arrival  of  the  Hornet  was  no  argu- 
ment aj^ainst  a  motion  to  inquire. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  as  he  viewed  this  resolution  aa 
a  part  of  the  systein  to  which  the  bill  for  sus- 
pending the  non-importation  belonged,  he  wished 
them  to  go  hand  in  hand ;  and  thererore  moved 
,to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  this  mo- 
tion to  Mondey  week,  the  day  to  which  that  bill 
was  postponed,  and  if  possible  he  would  refer  it 
.to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Johnson  suggested  to  the  gentleman  the 
propriety  of  following  the  same  course  now  as  he 
had  done  in  the  case  of  the  bill  just  alluded  to. 
He  had  better  move  an  indefinite  postpooement| 
and  thus  resolve  that  the  House  should  never  ad- 
journ. Mr.  J.  said  he  was  for  taking  the  subject 
up  at  once,  and  deciding  whether  ao  inquiry 
should  be  made.    No  time  was  proposed  by  the  * 
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resolution, bat  merely  an  inquiry  into  the  business 
which  was  most  urflrent,  and  whether  the  House 
could  with  pronriety  adjourn.  It  appeared  to 
bim  that  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  some  peo- 
ple that  the  House  should  never  adjourn  at  all. 

Mr.  Smilie  spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion,  and 
against  postponement. 

Mr.  Bassett  spoke  warmly  against  the  oriffi-> 
Dal  motion.  He  said  it  would  be  considered  oy 
the  people  ms  giving  the  go-by  (o  the  question  of 
war.  There  was  nothing  so  much  to  be  guarded 
•gainst  in  this  Government  as  vacillation.  It 
was  DAturai  for  men  to  diffitr,  and  it  was  there- 
fore not  to  be  wondered  at  that  he  did  not  take 
the  same  view  of  this  subject  as  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia ;  but  bo  reallv  did  believe  an  ad- 
loornmeot  of  Congress  at  tnis  time  would  pam» 
Tyze  tbe  spirit  of  the  people  and  the  action  of  the 
Government.  There  was  more  new  nt  stake 
than  the  mere  question  of  war  or  pence;  for,  if 
this  and  similar  measures  were  adopted,  the  peo- 
ple never  would  believe  that  Congress  or  the 
Government  possessed  energy  enough  to  support 
(heir  rights. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  if  the  bill,  which  had  been 
postponed  to  Monday  week,  should  pass,  be  was 
IMrepered  to  adjourn.  If  such  an  nnti-war  meas- 
«re  was  adopted,  the  sooner  they  adjourned  the 
better.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  for  postpone- 
ment of  this  motion,  till  he  should  see  what  wns 
to  be  the  fate  of  that  bili. 

Mr.  fiuRWELL  said  that  the  proposition  now 
before  the  House  embraced  two  objects:  an  in 
quiry  what  business  was  necessary  to  be  dbne, 
and  whether  an  adjournment  could  take  place 
consistently  with  the  public  interest.  It  ought 
to  be  desired  by  every  roeraber  of  the  House  that 
ap  inquiry  Of  this  kind  f^honld  be  made,  because 
it  would  present  to  the  House  the  most  important 
measures  now  before  them,  and  their  attention 
would  be  particularly  turned  lo  them.  The  other 
object — an  in({airy  into  the  propriety  of  adjourn- 
ing—was  not  inconsistent  with  any  course  which 
Congress  had  thought  proper  to  pursue,  because 
they  might  meet  a^ain  at  as  early  a  day  as  gen- 
tlemen pleased.  No  improper  impression,  there- 
fore, could  be  made  by  tne  motion ;  and  he  hoped 
it  would  not  be  postponed. 

The  question  for  postponement  was  negatived. 

The  question  on  appointing  the  committee  to 
inquire,  ^c.,  was  then  di*cided  in  the  affirmn- 
tive— yeas  72,  navs  40,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Willis  Alston,  jon.,  Exekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Hsrmsnus 
Bleecker,  Adcm  Boyd,  James  Brecken ridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  John  C.  Cslhonn,  Epa- 
phrodilus  Champion,  Msrtin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
port, jun.,  Roger  Bsvis,  Elias  Earie,  WiHiam  Ely, 
James  Emott,  William  Pindley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodiryn,  Lvaiah  L.  Qreen, 
Aylett  Hawes»  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Rich- 
ard Jsckson,  Jan.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Nsthaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  Arunab  Met- 
ealf,  James  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Moriow,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomss  Newbold,  Joseph 
Pbaiaon,  Israel  Pickens,  Willjaa  Piper,  Timothy  Pit- 


kin,  jr.,  James  Pleasantly  jon^  Benjamin  Pond,  £1 
R.   Potter,  Joaiah  Qaincv*  John  Randolph,  Wi 
Reed*  Heniy  M.  Ridgdy,' William  Rodman,  £1 
8ea?er,  Bamnel  8baw,  Daniel  Shefley,  John  8i 
George  Smith,  Richard  8tanford»  Philip  Stuart, 
Stow,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Stmges,  Samuel 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy*  Laban  W] 
ton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  DvnA  R. 
Uams,  William  Widgeiy,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — Willism  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Bui 
Bassett,  Willism  Blackledge^  Robert  Brown,  WiU 
Butler,  Langdon  Cheves,  John  Clopton,  Wi 
Crawford,  Joaeph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  The 
Ghobon,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  HsH,  Obed  Hall, 
A.  Harper,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter 
tie,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Williain  M{ 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L. 
chill,  Antboov  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
bv,  Samuel  ftnggold,  John  Rbea,  John  Roane,  U 
than  Roberts,  Bbeneaer  Saga,  John  Sevier,  Adamtt 
bert,  John  Smith,  George  M.  Troop,  Chaitea  Turner,] 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robeii  WriglM. 

Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Pubasants,  M 
MoeBLET,  and  Mr.  RobbRts,  were  appointed  tj 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  House. 


Saturday,  April  11. 

A  quorum  not  appearing,  the  House  ndjoura< 
until  Monday. 

'  '     ' 

MoNDAT,  April  13. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  petition  of  Eli^ii 
Fromeniin  and  Allan  B.  Magruder.  delegates  froi 
the  Con  rent  ion  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  prai 
ing  that  the  free  use,  in  common,  of  the  cypre 
swamps  lying  in  the  said  Territory,  may  be  grao 
ed  to  the  inhabitants  thereof. — Referred  to  (t 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  ae 
Means,  presented  a  bill  makinv  additional  appn 
priaiionM  for  the  support  of  Government,  for  tt 
year  1812;  which  was  read  twice,  and  comroi 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesdi 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  documents  pr 
sen  ted  to  the  House  on  the  twenty-fourth  ultim 
and  tenth  instant,  relative  to  the  burning  of  tl 
ship  Asia,  and  brig  Oershoro,  by  a  squadron  * 
French  ships  of  war,  was  referred  to  the  Seer 
tary  of  State. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  Military  Comroitte 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Edward  Ciark 
respecting  a  new  mode  of  harbor  defence  by  buc 
forts.  The  report  states  that  the  committee  hi 
examined  the  moJel,  but  that  it  waa  impossible  i 
judge  of  the  Mscl  without  an  aetoai  experimei 
thereof.  The  committee  therefore  recommen 
a  resolution  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  I 
authorized  to  make  an  experiment  of  the  sam 
The  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tl 
table. 

Mr.'BLACKLBOOB  reported  a  bill  relating  to  a] 
peals  from  the  district  to  the  circuit  courts  i 
the  United  States.    Twice  read  and  committe<i 

The  engro<«ed  bill  to  authorire  the  Secretat 
of  the  Treasury  to  purchase  the  old  City  Hall  i 
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the  eicy  of  New  York,  was  read  m  third  time  and 
pissed. 

Tlie  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
establikbing  a  corps  of  arti6eers  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee. 

The  bill  gtTiog  further  time  for  registering 
claims  to  land  in  tne  eastern  district  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Hoase  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  ascertaining  the  titles 
and  claims  to  lands  in  that  part  of  Louisiana 
wbieh  lies  east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and  island 
of  New  Orleans.  The  committee  reported  the 
bill  to  the  Hoase,  and  it  was,  with  amendments, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION,    i 

Mr.  McKiM  offered  to  the  Honse  the  following 
resolution,  premising  that  he  had  been  particn- 
larlf  induced  to  offer  it,  by  considerations  result- 
iog  from  the  present  state  of  things  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  arising  from  the  dtsability  of  the 
District  Jadge,  by  which  upwards  of  seren  hun- 
dred snics  were  kept  In  suspense,  to  the  great  in- 
jury of  individuals  and  prejudice  of  the  Qovern- 
oeot.  In  order  to  remedy  that  difficulty,  a  bill 
had  passed  both  HouseS;  which  had  been  returned 
bf  the  President  as  objectionable  on  Constitutional 
sroands.  It  had  been  pronounced  on  this  floor. 
DjT  a  respectable  law  authority,  that  if  that  bill 
was  rejected  there  was  no  other  remedy.  He 
tiierefore,  had  been  induced  to  offer  the  following 
resolution : 

Setoked,  ky  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreeenia- 
(Met  oftke  Uniied  Siaiet  of  Amiriea  in  Cangrttt  i»- 
wmbkdt  (t«»o-thirdiof  both  Houses  eoaeurring,)  That 
t^  folbwiag  section  be  snbmitted  to  the  Legislatures 
rf  the  SBveral  States,  which,  wtxeo  latiiled  by  the  Le« 
pslttnras  of  thiee-foarthe  of  the  Scales,  shall  be  Talid 
md  biadiog  as  a  partof  iheOonstiCiition  •€  the  United 
Ststet: 

*"  Raehed,  That  die  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  In* 
ferior  Courts  may  be  removed  firom  office,  en  the  joint 
iddresi  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repissetaiivos  of 
he  United  Sutee." 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
lod  to  be  printed— 44  to  33. 

JITDOB  TOULMIN. 

Mr.  Rbba  observed,  that  there  had  been  an  in- 
lairy  some  time  pending  before  a  committee  of 
hat  House  into  the  conduct  of  Judge  Tuulmin. 
Pbere  appeared  to  him  to  be  no  disposition  in 
•hat  committee  to  report  on  this  subject.  It  ap- 
peared to  be  a  very  general  opinion  that  there 
pras  no  truth  in  the  charges  preferred  against 
hat  officer.  The  subject  having  been  before  that 
^ommiiiee  several  months,  he  wished  that  they 
hould  be  directed  forthwith  co  make  report;  and 
;oDcluded  by  making  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTBR  remarked  on  the  novelty  in 
ill  Parliamentary  history  of  such  a  motion  as  that 
>roposed.  He  stated,  for  the  information  of  the 
^ouse,that  the  chairman  of  that  cummitlee  (Mr. 
^'  himself)  had  recently  received  a  mass  ofaddi* 
ional  evidence  on  the  subject,  and  expected  more 


in  a  mail  or  two.  If  the  gentleman  was  n 
so  great  a  hurry,  bis  friend  (as  he  had  reas< 
believe  Judge  Toolmin  to  be)  would  have 
benefit  of  testimony  which  would  ^o  to  his  c 
plete  acquittal.  To  his  mind  this  was  a  i 
extraordinary  proceeding,  requiring  a  comm 
forthwith  to  report,  who  had  before  them,  to 
and  digest,  on  this  subject,  two  hundred  and 
pages  of  manuscript. 

After  a  few  words  of  reply  from  Mr.  Rbbj 
motion  was  negatived. 

LOUISIANA  LEAD  COMPANY. 

A  confidential  message  from  the  Senate 
annooQced  by  the  SpBAKcn ;  and  the  House 
aecordiogly  cleared  of  all  penona  but  the  menu 
and  officers  of  the  House.  The  doors  were  i 
opened  :  when 

The  Hoase  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit t( 
the  Whole^  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  Jbfoses  j 
tin,  Henry  Austin,  John  R*  Jones,  and  other 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  by  the  name  of 
•Lead  Company  of  Loaistana*  After  considei 
debate,  the  first  section  of  the  bill  was  Biri( 
out.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trouf.  The  qnestioi 
concurrence  with  the  committee  was  decide 
yeas  and  nays.  For  concurrence  46,  against 
currence  43,  as  follows : 

YaAs--WilHs  Alston*  jr.,  William  W.  Bibb,  R 
Brown,  William  A.  Botwell,  John  C.  Calhonn,  I 
don  Cheves,  John  Clopton,  William  Crawford,  S« 
Dinsmeor,  EUas  Earle,  WiUiam  Findley,  Tht 
Gholson,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Hs 
Aylett  Hawee,  Jacob  Huily,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
liam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacook,  Peter  Liltls^  Aaron  ] 
Thomas  Moore,  WiUiam  McCoy,  Aranah  Me 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomaa  Newton,  William  F 
James  Pleasants,  junior,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  I 
Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  8e 
John  devier,  Adam  Seybert,  8am*l  Shaw,  John  Sr 
Richard  Sunford,  William  Strong,  George  M.  Ti 
Charles  Tomer,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  W 
hilt,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — Esekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Burwell 
sett,  William  Blaekledge,  Hermanns  Bleecker,  A 
Boyd,  JaaiSB  Breckenridge,  Lewis  Condict,  John 
eaport,  jr.,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Ei 
James  Pisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thos.  R.  Gold,  Charles  G 
borough,  Bolliof  Hall,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Nath 
Macon,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Samuel  McKee,  Ale 
der  McKim,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mas 
Anthony  New,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Jos.  Pearson,  1 
Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  J^ 
Quincy,  WUIiam  Reed,  nenry  M.  Ridgely,  Ehei 
Sage,  Daniel  Shefiey,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  L 
B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmi 
Uri  Tracy,  Leonard  White,  and  David  R.  WUlias 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  fejected. 


TuEsoAY,  April  14. 

The  Clerk  being  absent,  it  was  moved  by 
Blacklbdgb.  that  the  House  proceed  to  the 
pointment  of  a  Clerk  for  the  time  being;  wk 
upon  Geo.  M  tgruder  was  unanimously  appoL 
Clerk,  pro  <em;x>re. 

Mr.  WBiaBT,from  the  committee  appoint^ 
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that  part  of  the  Presfdent's  Message  which  relates 
to  filling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlistment 
of  the  regular  troops,  to  an  auxiliary  force,  and 
to  detachments  of  the  militia,  and  to  such  prepar- 
ation of  the  great  body  as  will  proportion  its  use- 
fulness to  its  intrinsic  capacity,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
''for  the  organization  of  a  corps  of  artificers," 
made  a  report,  which  was  read  and  considered ; 
whereupon,  the  House  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments, with  amendments. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  last  mentioned  eommit- 
tee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a 
treatise  on  the  discipline  of  the  infantry,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Calbouic,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
inelares  to  our  foreign  relations^  presented  a  bill 
making  further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the 
United  Slates ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbawpord,  the  House  was 
cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  members,  Clerk, 
8ergeantat-Arms,and  Doorkeeper,  and  the  doors 
were  closed  ;  and,  after  remaining  so  for  some 
time,  they  were  a;(ain  opened. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  "fur  ascertaining  the  titles 
and  claims  to  lands  in  that  part  of  Louisiana  which 
lies  east  of  the  Mississippi  and  island  of  New  Or- 
leans," was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "making 
provision  for  certain  persons  claiming  lands  under 
the  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  from 
the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia^ also,  the  bill  "  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  exchange  lands  with  the  Ursuline  nuns, 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans ;  and  the  bill  "giving 
further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands 
Dorth  west  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  complete  their  pay- 
ments," with  amendments  to  each ;  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of 
die  City  of  Washington.  The  bill  was  reported 
with  amendments,  which  were  coneun«d  in  by 
the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow.  ' 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force,  for  a  limited  time,  the  act.  entitled  "An  act 
cmitinuing,  for  a  limited  time,  the  salaries  of  the 
onksers  of  Govern ment  therein  mentioned."  The 
bill  was  reported  with  several  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House;  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

•.*^i!S?®"*^  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aaron 
Greeley.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to- morrow. 

The  Hou^e  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
•etof  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  alter  and  establish 


certain  post  roads.  The  Committee  reports 
they  had  concurred  in  all  the  amendments  repor 
ed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offices  and  Pol 
Roads,  except  one,  and  made  other  amendmeal 
to  the  bill. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  who) 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  ifa 
United  States,- of  the  Ist  ultimo,  transmittiog  I 
report  and  letter  concerning  the  proceedings  aodl 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  layio 
out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  t^ 
State  of  Maryland,  to  the  Stale  of  Ohio,"  and  alj 
a  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  til 
western  counties  of  the  State  of  Pennsyivanil 
praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  f< 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  bridge  over  the  Yo< 
gbi(^any  at  the  place  where  the  new  road  eross^ 
the  said  river^  made  the  following  report : 

That  two  snbiects  iare  suggested  bj  the  said  MeasaJ 
whicb  reqoire  Legislative  provUion,  viz :  tlM  appro^ 
ation  of  $30,000  for  completing  the  said  ro«d  to  To 
liason's,  where  the  old  and  new  roads  moet,  sod 
granting  anthority  to  levy  toll  sufficient  to  keep 
said  road  in  repair. 

The  reasons  assigned  in  &vor  of  sach  proTisions»i 
the  report  and  letter  communicated  by  the  Meoai 
are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  suificient  to  shd 
the  expediency  of  the  measure ;  they  therefore  refer  tl 
House  to  these  documents. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  state  that  the  appropriatioj 
already  made  for  the  objects  have  exceeded  the  mo 
eys  produced  by  the  fund  pledged  to  defray  the  ezpen 
of  the  said  road*  which  will  appear  by  a  lettw  from  tJ 
Treasury  Department,  aecompaaying  this  report.  Tu 
circumstance,  as  also  the  present  state  of  the  public  fin 
ces,  the  necessity  arising  out  of  the  existing  crisis  in 
national  concerns,  for  applying  the  public  researca 
obfecta  of  security  and  defence,  have  been  duly  cons^ 
ezed ;  and  whatever  ground  of  objectioo  to  the  piopaij 
measure  these  considerations  may  afibrd,  the  oommi 
tee  are  of  opinion,  neverthelesa,  that  the  advantages  t| 
public  would  derivs  from  an  immediate  extensioa  I 
the  new  road  to  where  it  will  intenect  with  the  old,  i 
sufficient  to  justify  the  appropriation. 

They  are  of  opiniont  that  an  appropriation  for  ere< 
ing  a  bridge  over  the  Youghiogany  river  would  be  i^ 
proper  at  this  time,  because,  by  law,  the  superintendf ^ 
in  making  the  road,  has  power  to  deviate  from  the  oj 
ginal  survey,  only  that  the  road  shall  pass  through  t] 
principal  points  established.  If,  then,  a  bridge  shou 
be  erected  over  the  said  river,  that  place  must  nece« 
rily  become  fixed  as  a  point  to  which  the  road  mii 
lead,  and  being  many  miles  in  advance  of  the  parti 
the  road  contracted  for,  might  prove  inconvenient  I 
the  further  prosecution  of  the  work. 

The  committee  respectfully  submit  the  followi^ 
resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  $30,000,  in  addition  to  the  sun 
heretofore  appropriated,  and  reimburaable  by  the  san 
fhnd,  shall  be  appropriated  for  making  the  road  lea 
ing  from  Cumberland  to  Brownsville. 

Resolved,  That  provision  be  made  for  the  levying 
toll  sufficient  to  keep  the  same  in  repair. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  appropriate  mon^ 
for  erecting  a  bridge  over  Youghiogany  river  on  the  sS 
road. 
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The  report  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  00  Tbarfda]r  next. 

Wednesday,  April  15. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colambia,  presented  a  bill  amboriziog  an 
kcrease  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Wash* 
iDgtoo ;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  oppo* 
stioD  bein^  made  thereto,  the  question  was  taken, 
JBcooformity  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House, 
Siiall  the  said  bill  be  rejected  ?  and  determined 
in  the  negative.  The  bill  was  then  read  the  sec- 
flod  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Calboor,  from  the  committee  appointed 
oo  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
relates  to  foreign  relations,  presented  a  bill  au- 
tboriziog  the  departure  of  ships  and  vessels  from 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Slates,  in  cer- 
tain cases;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  t  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JoHMBON,  from  the  committee  appointed 
w  the  9ih  inatant,  presented  a  bill  to  extend  the 
li^ht  of  suffrage  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  for 
ether  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Whioht  presented  an  amendatory  bill, 
npplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  '*An  act  more 
ciTeetQally  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the 
militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia  f*  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Taesdav  next.     . 

Ao  engrossed  bill  further  to  amend  the  charter 
of  the  City  of  Washington  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Aq  en^ossed  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  ao  act,  entitled  "  An  act  contino- 
iog«  for  a  limited  time,  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
of  Gorernment  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Aa  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aaron  Gree- 
ley was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
"making  provision  for  certain  persons  claiming 
Itnds  under  the  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  the 
refoffees  from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada 
tod  Nova  Scotia,"  were  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  '*  to 
taihorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  exchange  lands 
viih  the  Ursuline  Nuns,  in  the  City  of  New  Or- 
ians,"  were  concurred  in. 

The  amendmeots  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
^gifiog  farther  time  to  the  purchasers  of  public 
hnds  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  complete 
their  payments,"  were  concurred  in. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  alter 
tnd  establish  certain  post  roads,  and,  the  amend- 
menu  being  again  read,  the  House  concurred 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  their  agree- 
ment to  all  of  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads, 
except  one :  concurred  with  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  in  their  disagreement  to  that 


one,  and  also  concurred  with  the  said  committee 
in  other  amendments  wlrich  they  made  to  the  said 
bill.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "concerning 
the  Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia ;"  and  the  bill  **  to  au- 
thorize the  granting  of  patents  for  land,  according 
to  the  survevs  that  have  been  made,  and  to  ^raot 
donation  ris^ts  to  certain  claimants  of  land  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  with 
amendments  to  each,  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  have 
passed  a  bill  **  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  town 
of  Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  ox  Alexandria ;"  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurreiice  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crawforo,  the  House  was 
cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  Members,  Clerk, 
Sergeant-at-Arm^.  and  Doorkeeper,  and  the  doora 
were  closed ;  and,  after  remaining  so  for  some 
time,  they  were  again  opened,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Thorsdat,  April  16. 

Mr.  Wheaton  presented  sundry  documents 
concerning  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the 
American  t)rig  Comet,  by  a  French  privateer,  on 
the  twenty-eighth  of  January  last ;  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  And 
then  the  House  adjourned. 


Fripat,  April  17. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  to  incorporate  a 
Bank  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  by  the  name 
and  style  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria," 
was  read  twice  and  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
—Mr.  Cbeves,  Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Roberts, 
Mr.  Alston,  and  Mr.  Key,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  '*An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and  William  Strc^h- 
ley ;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  granting  to  the 
Qovernor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  time 
being,  and  his  successors  in  office,a  lot  of  sround 
and  the  building  thereon,  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans;"  to  which  bills  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  granting  of  patents  for  land, 
according  to  the  surveys  that  have  been  made, 
and  to  grant  donation  rights  to  certain  claimants 
of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate,  to 
the  bill "  concerning  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,* 
were  read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  for 
the  Dbtriet  of  Columbia. 
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ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  House  resol- 
ved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  for  authorizing  the  departure  of  ships  and 
yessels  from  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States  in  certain  cases.  No  objection  being  made 
to  the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  tne  House. 

Mr.  Pitkin  inquiring  the  object  of  the  bill,  Mr. 
Calbodn  stated  that  vessels  chartered  by  the 
United  States  might  now  be  detained  by  the  Em- 
bargo ;  that  such  a  case  had  occurred  in  relation 
to  a  vessel  chartered  by  the  United  States  and 
bound  to  Algiers.    To  such  cases  this  bill  would 


apply  a  remedy. 
Thebil 


bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading;  which  was  subsequently  done,  and  then 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wrigbt,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to 
establish  an  ordnance  department.  In  the  course 
of  the  reading  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Wbight  stated  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  that  the  bill  was  draughted  in  pursuance  of 
a  project  transmitted  from  the  War  Department, 
and  drawn  up,  he  believed,  after  consultation 
with  the  Com maoder-in-Cbie(^ General  Dearborn. 
The  utility  of  such  a  department  he  s^id  was  de- 
monstrable, and  it  had  been  proved  by  experience 
to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAMS,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  urging  in  support  of  the 
motion  that  the  object  did  not  warrant  the  expen- 
diture attendant  on  the  establishment  of  a  new 
department;  that  the  duties  assigned  to  this  de- 
partment were  such  as  peculiarly  attached  to  the 
QrUartermaster's  department ;  and  tbat  it  was  the 
establishing,  without  occasion,  new  offices,  and 
creating  a  department  where  no  necessity  existed. 
It  would  be,  he  said,  quite  as  rational  to  make  the 
Doorkeeper  of  this  House  the  bead  of  a  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Wright  replied — impressing  on  the  House 
.  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  establishment,  and 
the  propriety  of  according  assent  to  such  an  organ- 
ization of  the  army,  as  the  proper  officers  had  re- 
commended, unless  very  strong  reasons  could  be 
adduced  against  them.  * 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  concurred  in  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  and  spoke  at 
length  in  support  of  it.  He  admitted  the  neces- 
V  sity  of  some  such  officer  as  a  superintendent  of 
ordnance,  to  whom  returns  should  be  made,  and 
at  whose  hands  the  state  of  the  ordnance  might 
be  at  any  time  required;  but  it  would  unneces- 
sarily encumber  the  operations  of  ihe  army,  dec, 
to  burden  it  with  sucn  an  establishment  as  this. 
Mr.  T.  stated  the  practice  of  the  Revolutionary 
army  in  this  respect. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  first  section 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  large  majority; 
and  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  who  re- 
ported it,  with  a  view  to  changing  the  nature  of 
the  arrangements  proposed.    Agreed  to. 


ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.   , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoon,  the  Huose  ^ 
solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tl 
bill  making  further  provision  for  the  Army  of  til 
United  States. 

An  inefiectual  attempt  was  made  by  Mr.  Wrioii 
to  prociire  an  amendment  to  the  bill  gnin^  t 
place  all  the  military  officers  of  the  United  Siati 
of  the  same  grade  on  equal  footing  as  to  pd 
and  emoiumenu.  The  mover  stated  that  at  pre 
ent  the  Brigadier  General  of  the  old  army,  \\ 
oldest  Brigadier  (General  Wilkinson)  receirc 
much  less  pay  than  those  on  the  two  addition 
establishments.  The  amendment  was  rejected  o 
ttie  ground  of  its  inapplicability  mod  irrelevaDC 
to  the  present  bill,  being  properly  a  subject  i 
distinct  consideration. 

Further  amendments  were  made  to  the  bill 
which* was  then  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Wkiobt  renewed  in  subntance  the  amen^ 
ment  he  had  proposed  in  Committee ;  which  w^ 
again  negatived. 

Mr.  SflErFET  moved  to  strike  out  that  sectio 
of  the  bill  which  auihorizes  the  appoiotmeat  4 
two  additional  Maior  Qenerals,and  four  addiiioni 
Brigadier  Gkaerals,  whenever  in  the  President' 
opinion  the  |Miblic  serviee  shall  require  it. 

This  question  was  widely  debated.  In  snppoi 
of  the  provision,  it  was  said  that  the  number  i 
oflieers  now  autnorized  was  not  greater  than  wi 
absolutely  necessary  to  command  the  troops;  an 
cases  miff  bt  occur  in  the  progress  of  war,  in  wbiti 
the  regulars  under  an  inferior  command  might  b 
embodied  with  the  militia  or  volunteers,  and  i 
might  be  necessary  to  appoint  an  officer  to  lake  tb 
command.  Separate  detachments  might  also  b 
made  from  the  main  army,  requiring  more  gent 
ral  officers  than  at  present  belong  to  the  arm^ 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  contended  that  tli 
militia  must  be  commanded  by  their  own  officen 
that  they  cannot  constitutionally  be  supersede 
by  any  officer  to  be  appointed  over  them,  an 
therefore  this  clause  could  not  be  defended  by  tb 
arguments  urged  to  support  it;  that  moreover 
was  not  proper  to  vest  so  great  a  discretional 
power  in  the  Executive,  dbc. 

After  much  debate  and  some  warmth*- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock  the  bill  was  orderc 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

And  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday.  41  to  4 
the  Speaker  declaring  himself  in  the  affirmatir 


MoMDAY,  April  SO. 

Mr.  Gholson  presented  a  petition  of  Willia' 
Thornton,  of  the  City  of  Washingtun,  keeper 
the  Patent  Office,  praying  that  a  deficiency  whu 
has  taken  place  in  his  compensation  may  I 
made  good,  and  that  his  salary  maybe  increases 
that  a  doorkeeper  may  be  allowed  the  said  office 
and  that  he  may  be  authorized  to  frank  all  lette 
on  public  business  to  and  from  him. — Referred. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas] 
Washington,  and  William  H.  Washington,  pr 
prietors  of  lands  lying  on  the  Potomac  river, 
the  county  of  Alexandria,  praying  that  a  b 
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whieb  \s  oow  before  the  House  aathorisioff  tbe 
CorporadoD  of  Geargetown  to  deepen  and  change 
the  ehaonel  of  the  said  rirer,  majr  oot  pass,  for 
ntsoos  stated  at  large  in  the  petition. 

Mr.  Lewis  also  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
iobabitants  of  the  City  of  Washiogton  ;  a  peti- 
doo  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Wash- 
iogtoD  Bridge  Coropanf ;  and  a  petition  of  tbe 
Prr^ideot  and  Directors  of  tbe  Washington  Ca- 
aal  CoiDpanjr,  respectively  praying  to  the  same 
t&ct  with  the  petition  last  stated. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  said  petitions  be  severally 
Tfferred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Loupes  presented  a  petition  of  Eli  Whit- 
Dff.  praying  the  renewal  of  his  patent  right  to 
ike  machine  by  which  the  cotton  raised  in  the 
Uoited  Slates  is  cleaned  and  prepared  for  market. 

Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants,  praying  a  suspension  of  tbe  non-im- 
poriaiion  act. 

Mr.  Mitch  ILL  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
suodry  mercbaau  from  New  York,  a  reference 
of  which  petition  was  moved  to  tbe  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  whom  is  referred  the  billon  this 
subject. 

Mr.  L0WMDB8  assented  to  the  reference  of  the 
petiiioo;  but  took  this  opportunity  to  state  he  him- 
self had  no  intention,  and  he  believed  bis  (rieods 
bad  Qot,  of  moving  the  order  of  the  day ;  and  added 
that  vhiUt  he  thought  the  adoption  of  the  mea- 
lore  would  be  wise  and  beneficial,  the  useless 
agitation  of  it  (and  he  was  convinced  the  agita- 
uoQ  of  it  at  this  time  would  be  useless  and  im- 
proper) could  neither  benefit  tbe  public  nor  those 
particolarly  concerned.  He  should,  therefore, 
not  call  up  the  bill;  and,  if  its  consideration 
sboald  be  moved  by  any  other  gentlemen,  he 
siiouid  vote  against  taking  it  up. 

DEATH  OF  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
lODoopcioff  the  death  of  the  Vice  President  of 
ibe  Uoited  States,  and  tbe  resolution  they  had 
tdopied. 

Tbe  Hooae  agreed  to  consider  tlie  joint  resolo- 
tioD  as  above  stated* 

Mr.  Tallmadob  said,  it  was  assuredly  not  from 
uy  want  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  tbe  patriot 
deceased,  that  some  member  from  the  State  of 
Nev  York  did  not  on  this  occasion  address  the 
Cbair.  At  their  request,  and  being  himself  a  na- 
lire  citizen  of  tbe  State  of  New  York,  and  ha ving 
icrred  particularly  and  on  honorable  occasions 
•D  the  Revolutionary  war  with  the  grentleman 
whttoe  death  was  now  announted;  having  long 


And  the  House  adjourned,  to  meet  at  nine 
o'clock  to  morrow,  to  receive  the  report  of  the 
joint  committee  on  the  subject. 

TcEfiOAT,  April.  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadob, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That,  from  an  un-. 
feigned  respect  to  tbe  late  Qcqrge  Clinton.  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  President  of 
tbe  Senate,  tbe  Speaker's  chair  be  shrouded  with 
black  during  the  present  session  :  And,  as  a  fur- 
ther testimony  or  respect  for  tbe  memory  of  the 
deceased,  the  members  will  go  into  mourning^ 
and  wear  black  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty 
days. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadob, 

Resolved,  unanimottsly,  That  the  members  of 
this  House  will  attend  the  funeral  of  Georob 
Clinton,  deceased,  the  Vice  President  of  the. 
United  States,  to-day^  at  four  o'clock. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

Wbdnebday,  April  22* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndbs,  the  petition  of  Eli 
Whitney  was  referred  to  a  select  committee.    Mr. 
Lowndeb,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  B.  Hall,  Mr.  Nsi^ 
eoN,  and  Mr.  Gratt,  were  appointed  the  said* 
committee. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
Inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  praying 
that  the  right  of  suffrage  may  be  extended  to  the' 
inhabitants  of  that  Territory. — Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Public  Lands,  presented  a  bill  makiog  further 
provision  for  settling  tbe  claims  to  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  received  yesterday,  was  read,  recom- 
mending to  tbe  early  consideration  of  Congresa 
a  provision  for  two  subordinate  appointments  in 
the  War  Department,  with  such  compensationa 
annexed  as  may  be  reasonably  expected  by  citi- 
zens duly  qualified  for  tbe  important  functions 
which  may  be  properly  assigned  to  them. — Re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee;  and  Mr.  Harper, 
Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Troup,  and 
Mr.  Champion,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tne  bill  from  the  Senate  "granting  to  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  time 
being,  and  his  successors  in  office,  a  lot  of  ground, 
and  the  buildings  thereon,  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans," was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 


Tbe  bill  from  tbe  Senate  ^'for  the  relief  of 
kaown  his  services  and  merits  as  a  soldier  and  I  Thomas  and  William  Streshley"  was  read  twice, 


lUtesman)  he  took  the  liberty,  in  behalf  of  the 
delegation  from  New  York,  to  move  a  concur- 
rence in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  Hoiise  unanimously  concurrred ;  and 
Messrs.  Tallmadge:,  Mitcbili^  Gold,  Stow, 
aod  Macom,  were  appointed  a  committee  on 
tbeir  part  to  act  with  the  committee  of  the 
Senate. 


and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  ^triNCT  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph. 
Head,  of  Boston,  praying  that  tbe  ship  Ganges- 
may  be  permitted  to  enter  a  port  of  the  United* 
States.  This  is  a  case,  the  circumstances  of  which 
are  nearly  as  follows:  This  vessel  sailed,  subse- 
quently to  the  President's  proclamation  of  No-- 
vember,  1810,  to  the  Bast  Indies,  under  orders  to* 
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go  from  a  British  port  to  a  native  port,  in"  order 
to  take  in  a  load  wherewith  to  return  home. 
When  the  ressel  arrived  at  Calcutta,  it  was  found 
by  a  new  order  of  the  British  Qovernraeot,  that 
tne  vessel  was  prohibited  from  going  coastwise, 
the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  the  purpose 
of  the  voyage  could  not  be  accomplished.  They 
then  took  on  board  at  Calcutta  a  cargo  equal  in 
value  to  that  carried  in.  giving  heary  bonds  to 
reland  the  same  in  some  port  of  the  United  States; 
and  now,  that  they  had  arrived  off  the  coast,  the 
vessel  could  not  enter  because  of  the  inhibitory 
law,  and  were  precluded  by  the  bonds  given  in 
India  from  carrying  the  cargo  elsewhere.  The 
petition  prays  permission  to  enter  into  a  port  of 
the  United  States,  there  to  remain  with  the  careo 
until  by  some  eeneral  law  such  vessels  should  be 
admitted. — Referred 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  estab- 
lish a  Land  OfBce  in  the  Treasury  Department. 
The  amendments  thereto  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Publi<^  Lands,  having  been  agreed 
10,  the  bill  was  gone  through,  and  ordered  by  the 
House  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  N.  Stoat  went 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or* 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ARMY  OF  THC  UNITED  STATES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  House  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
Tision  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  section  author* 
izing  the  appointment  of  two  additional  Major 
Generals,  and  four  additional  Brigadier  Generals, 
whenever,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  service  shall 
require  i^  being  still  under  consideration — the 
question  was  taken  thereon,  and  negatived — 
yeas  36,  nays  56,  as  follows ; 

YKA8--4ohn  Baker,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James 
Breekenridge,  Elijah  Brighani»  John  DavcBport,  jnn., 
William  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  K.  <}oki,  Charies 
0<4dsborough»  Edwin  Gray,  Joseph  Kent,  JoMoh 
Lewis^  jun.»  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Archibald  McBiydc, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Aronah  Metcalf, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jamss  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
ter, Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph;  William  Rodman, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Daniel  Shefley,  Richard  Stanford, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Esekiel  Bacon,  WiUiam  Blackledge, 
Robert  "Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Langdon  Cheves,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Jotwph  Desha, 
Samad  Dinsmoor,  William  Findley,  James  Fiak, 
batah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty, 
John  M.  Hjoeman,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock, 
Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lvle,  Thomaa  Moore,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thos.  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  Jamea  Pleasanta,  jmi.,  Benjamin  Pond, 

I,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 


Roberts,  Ehenaser  Sage,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybei^ 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  George  11. 
Troup,  Charles  Tomer,  junior,  Robt.  Whitehiil,  DaTjjl 
R.  WiUiams,  William  Widgery,  and  Richard  Wimt 
The  bill  was  further  amended,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbioht,  the  House  reso! red 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  oo  the  bifl 
making  further  provision  for  the  Corps  of  £a* 
gineers. 

A  motion  was  under  consideration  to  amend 
the  bill  by  authorizing  the  location  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  wherever,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  puolic  senrice 
may  be  most  beneficial  to  it. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  this  motion, 
which  has  so  often  been  discussed  on  the  floor 
of  this  House.  The  argument  against  the  mo- 
tion is,  that  West  Pointy  where  it  is  now  located. 
is  so  decidedly  the  most  eligible  and  central  spot. 
that  it  is  improper,  therefore,  even  to  vest  tiie 
President  with  a  discretionary  pow^r  to  remore 
the  Academy  elsewhere. 

The  motion  for  amendment  was  supported  bf 
Messrs.  Wrioht,  Williams,  and  Macon,  sod 
opposed  by  Mrsars.  Stow,  Mitcbill,  and  Tall* 

MAOOB. 

The  decision  on  the  motioo  for  amendment 
was  carried  in  the  affirmatire. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  is 
amended  ;  and,  before  the  question  was  takes 
thereoD,  the  House  adjourned. 


TauRsnAT,  April  23. 

Mr.  Q^uiMCT  presented  a  petition  of  Ezra  Wet- 
ton  dc  Son,  of  Dux  bury,  in  the  Slate  of  Nlassa- 
chusetts,  merchants,  praying  indemnificatloD  for 
the  loss  of  their  vessel  called  the  Gersbom,  wbich 
was  burned  while  on  her  voyage  to  a  port  in  For 
tugal,  in  Europe,  by  order  of  the  commander  of 
a  squadron  of  Freneh  ships  of  war,  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  January  laat.^Referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee; and  Mr.  Q^uinct,  Mr.  Wiogert,  Mr. 
SETBERTt  Mr.  Pom o,  and  Mr.  Jackson,  were  sp- 
pointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "^tocoDttnae 
in  force  'An  act  to  provide  for  persons  wbowere 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,'  and  for  other  purposes,''  with 
amendmenb«;  in  which  they  desire  the  coocor- 
rence  of  this  House.  And  they  have  passed  a 
bill  <^for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Saunders  and  his 
securities;"  and  a  bill  *"  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  Judire  of  the  District  Court 
for  the  District  of  New  York;"  in  which  bUls 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  OoLo,  Mr.  LivinostoH;  Mr.  Bleeckgi. 
and  Mr.  Fitcb,  severally  presented  petitions  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
concerned  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  grain,  or 
in  the  manufacture  thereofl  suting  that  tbef 
have  immense  quantities  of  grain  m  store,  pr^ 
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pared  for  «  for«ign  market,  which  they  are  pre" 
Teoted  from  exporting  iu  consequMce  of  the  ex- 
isteoee  of  the  emhar^o,  aod  that  before  the  expi- 
ntioQ  of  the  aet  their  grain  wiJl  be  spoiled,  and 
prayiDg  the  repeal  or  enrtailmeot  of  the  duration 
of  the  embargo. 

When  the  petitions  were  read,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  that  they  lie  on 
the  table.    Negatived — yeas  17,  nays  88. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Rhea,  that 
ihe  farther  consideration  of  the  said  petitions  be 
postponed  until  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 
Agreed  to  after  considerable  debate — yeas  61, 
Days  48. 

Mr.  Bassctt  presented  a  letter  addressed  to 
him  by  Williana  H.  Harrison,  enclosing  sundry 
documents  in  refutation  of  the  charges  contained 
iA  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  In- 
diana Territory,  heretofore  presented  to  the  House. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Jennimos^  this  letter,  to- 
gether with  the  petitions  therein  t'eferred  to,  were 
referred  to  the  Skeretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Wrigbt,  from  the  Military  Committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
ordaaoce;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  further  provision  for 
i^e  Army  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third 
time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M.  Clay,  that  the 
sereotb  settion  thereof  (authorizing  the  appoint- 
meot  of  additional  Major  and  Brigadier  Generals 
if  necessary)  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and,  after  much  debate,  the  motion 
wax  negatiyed. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  farther  debated ;  and,  before  the  (question  on 
its  passage  was  decided,  the  House  adjourned. 


Fbioat,  April  24. 

Mr.  Baco!!  reported  a  bill  making  provision 
for  the  discbarge  of  all  unsettled  claims  for  work 
(iooe  CD  the  public  buildings ;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  MoBROW,  from  the  Committee  of  Public 
Lands,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  giv- 
ing the  Government  House  in  New  Orleans  to 
the  Governor,  for  the  time  bein^,  his  heirs  and 
(occessors,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  without 
^iQeodmeDt ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
ubtrd  time  on  Monday. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the 
United  Slates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  by  47  to 
44  Totes,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  amend- 
ment to  the  section  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  certain  additional  Generals  in  case  of  necessity. 

The  bill  for  establishing  a  general  Land  OfRce 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed- 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  N.  Stoat,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointmeDi  of  an  additional  District  Judge  in  New 


York  District,  and  the  hill  for  the  relief  of  Reu- 
ben Saunders  and  seeuriites,  were  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "to 
continue  in  force  *  An  act  to  provide  for  persons 
who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other  purposes/' 
were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houf^e 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  *'  in  addition  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a 
road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio ;''  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARIES  OF  WAR. 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  President's  Message  on  the  subject, 
reported  the  following  bill.: 

A  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to 
establish  an  Executive  Department,  to  be  denomi- 
nated the  Department  of  War." 
Be  a  tnaeied,  4*0.,  That  there  shall  be  added  to  the 
Department  of  War  two  additional  Secretaries,  to  be 
appointed  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  other  ciWi 
officers.    And  it  fhall  be  the  daty  of  the  said  Assist* 
ant  Secretaries  to  aid  and  assist  the  Secretary  of  the 
said  department,  in  such  branches  of  the  businesa  aa 
the  said  Secretary  may  direct.    And  the  senior  Assist- 
ant Secretary  ahall  perform  and  discharge  the  duties 
of  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  during  the 
absence  or  inability  of  the  Secretary,  and  also  when- 
ever that  office  shall  be  vacant. 

Sac.  S.  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  to  each  of  the  said  Assistant  Secretaries 

the  annual  salary  of doUan,  payable  quarterly  at 

the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  letters 
and  packets  to  and  from  the  said  Assistant  Secretaries 
shall  be  conveyed  by  mail  free  of  postage,  according 
to  the  law  regulating  the  Post  Office  estaUishraenl. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  contifitte  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  three 
yeara  Irem  the  passing  thereof,  and  to  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  makinff  further  provision  for  the  Corps  of  En- 
gineers, which  had  been  amended  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  so. as  to  authorize  the  appropriation 
therein  made  to  be  disbursed  "  at  such  place  as 
may  be  designated  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  for  that  purpose." 

Mr.  GoLo  spoke  against  a  concurrence  in  this 
amendment  at  some  length,  and  was  followed  on 
the  same  side  by  Mr.  Smilib  and  Mr.  Wiooert; 
to  whom  Mr.  Key,  Mr.  Williams,  and  Mr. 
Wbiqbt  replied. 

The  discussion  principally  involtred  the  respec- 
tive merits  of  West  Point  and  Washington  City 
(to  which  place  it  was  supposed,  probably,  that 
the  Executive  might  deem  it  expedient  to  remove 
the  Academy)  as  proper  sites  for  a  Military 
AeAdemy.    The  question  on  the  amendment  was 
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decided  bjr  yeas  and  yeas.    For  the  ameodment 
53;  aguinst  the  amendment  56,  an  follows: 

fa  AS — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Stevenson  Archer,  John  Baker,  BarweH  Bassett,  Wil- 
Uam  W.  Bibb,  William  BUcUedge,  James  Brecken- 
ridge,  Wiitiam  A.  BurweU,  William  Butler,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Langdon  CheTes,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Desha«  £lias  Earle,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUing  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Philip  B. 
Key,  William  R*  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jr.,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes^  Nathaniel  Macon, 
William  McCoy,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jr., 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart, 
David  R.  Williams,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

Nats — Esekiel  Bacon,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  EL  Gold,  Edwin  Gray, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Obed '  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Joseph  Lefever,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyie,  Arunah  Metcal^  Sam- 
uel L.  MitchiU,  James  Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Timothy  Pitkin ^  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond, 
Etisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William 
Rodman,  Bbenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  White- 
hill,  and  William  Widgery. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  mured  an  amendment  con- 
templatiog  the  establishment  of  the  Academy  at 
Carlisle,  in  Penosylraoia,  a  place  which  he  stated 
to  be  more  eligible,  in  point  of  economy,  conae- 
nience,  and  comfort,  than  West  PoinL 

Mr.  Gold  opposed  the  motion. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  LtiTLE  to  recom- 
mit the  bill,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  FtNDLEY  spoae  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Baker  augii^ested  the  propriety  of  locating 
the  Academy  at  Harper's  Ferry  $  and  because,  if 
.the  Academy  must  be  remored,  be  thought  Har- 
per's Ferry  preferable  to  Carlisle,  he  should  vote 
against  this  motion. 

Mr.  Rbea  made  a  motion  which  he  said  would 
put  an  end  to  all  these  propositions  to  amend  the 
bill,  viz:  to  postpone  the  brll  inde6nitely.  The 
motion  was  negatived — yeas  32. 

The  question  on.  Mr.  Alston's  motion  to  lo- 
cate the  school  at  Carlisle  was  then  taken,  and 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  36,  naya  67,  as 
follows : 

YsAS — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  BurweU  Bassett,  Robert  Brown,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condiet,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Deeha,  William  Findlev,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
CkxMlwyn,  Boiling  Hail,  Aylett  Hawes,  William  R. 
King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Littte, 
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Aaron  Lyle,  WHIiam  McCoy,  Anteny  New,  Thorn 
Newton,  Israel  Pickens,  Heniy  M;  Ridgely,  Hama 
Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Jonathan   Roberts,  Willi 
Rodman,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  Ckorge  Smitlij 
Richaid  Btanlbnl,  WUliam  Strong,  Robert  WhiteliiU, 
and  David  R.  WiUiams. 

NAis^^^tevenson  Archer,  Eiekiel  Bacoo,  John 
Baker,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Harmanua 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge*  Blijah  Brigham,  ^\^Bk^ 
A.  BurweU,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  John  Clopton, 
WiUiam  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Tho&. 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L*.i 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Kej, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston.  WiUiam  Lowndes,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  MitctLiIl, 
Jas.  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joaeph  Peanaon, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Randolph, 
Wm.  Reed,  John  Rhea,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thoa.  Ssma- 
mona,  Ebeneaer  Seaver^  John  SeWer,  Daniel  Sbeffey, 
John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri 
Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr., 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Whiobt  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
authorize  the  expenditure  of  the  money  tbereia 
appropriated  for  public  buildings  ^-  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  which  was  decided  in  the 
nef^ative— yeas  40,  nays  6i,  as  follows: 

YxAS — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  John 
Baker,  BurweU  Bassett,  James  Breckenridge,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Coch- 
ran, John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Chaa.  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix  Gmn- 
dy,  Boiling  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Philip  B.  Key,  Abner 
Laoock,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald 
McBryde,  WiUiam  MoCoy,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  JcAn  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  George  M. 
Troup,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats^— Willis  Alston,  junior,  Eaekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  WUliam  A. 
BurweU,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  WiUiam  Crawibrd, 
John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  John  DaTeaport,  jun., 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  WUliam  Ely,  WiUiam 
Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Huily,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Joseph  Lelerer, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  Mc- 
Kee, Arunah  Metcalf,  Jas.  Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Moae- 
ley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  WiUiam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Rid^elj, 
John  Rhea,  WUliam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  llios. 
Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Silas  Stow, 
WUUam  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  Jlobert  WhitahUl,  David  R.  WUltama,  and 
Thomaa  Wilson. 
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Mr.  Baksr  tbcQ  mov^d  the  iBverlioo  pf  *^  Har- 
per's Ferry  on  the  Potomac,*'  a»  Che  site  for  llie 
buiidiogs  authorized  by  the  bill  to  be  erected  for 
the  porpoaes  of  a  Military  Academy. 

Mr.  Rbba  made  a  motioD  to  postpone  the  fur* 
dier  coDsid«ratioa  of  the  whole  bill  to  the  fourth 
day  of  Jaly  oezt,  which  was  lost — ayes  47,  ooes 
54. 

Th<*  queation  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Baker's 
iDOtion,  and  negatiFcd. 

The  question  was  then  taken — ^  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  be  read  a  third  time?**  and  decided  in  the 
tffirroatiTe. 


Satdaoat,  April  25. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  *^  making  provision 
for  the  Corpts  of  Eogineers,"  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  'Mn  addition  to  the 
let  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.         ' 

A  message  from  the  Seoate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^^  further  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington," 
with  amendments ;  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  Hou$e.  The  Senate  have  passed 
a  resolution,  In  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution,  **to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  Hou5e  of  Representatives,  during 
the  present  session,  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses,  on  the  29th  instant,  to  Monday,  the  8ih 
of  Jane  next,  then  to  meet  at  the  same  place  in 
which  the  two  Houses  are  now  sitting  ;"in  which 
resolution  they  also  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
Hoose. 

Mr.  RoBCBTS,  after  some  preparatory  remarks, 
in  which  he  adverted  to  the  indisposition  which 
appeared  in  the  committee  to  report  on  the  sub- 
ject, offered  the  following  resolution : 

jRaoiffed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instracted  to  report  a  bill  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
able,  making  an  addition  of  an  hundred  per  cent,  to 
the  seTeral  rates  of  permanent  datiea  now  imposed  by 
law  on  ail  gooda»  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  States. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Bacon,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  motion  was  postponed 
10  Monday. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITBD  STATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  further  provision 
for  the  Army  of  the  United  Stales. 

An  ineffectual  attempt  was  then  made  by  Mr. 
WaiGBT  to  amend  the  seventh  section,  author- 
izing the  appointment  of  additional  Major  and 
Brigadier  Genera U, 

The  Cocnniittee  rose  and  reported  the  'bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  tioae. 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and 
debated  at  some  length.  It  was  opposed  princi- 
pally, if  aot  altogether^  on  aecoaot  of  the  section 


authorizing  the  appointment  of  additional  Greneral 
officers.  On  the  question,  ^*  Shall  the  bill  pass?" 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative*— yeas  55,  nays  56, 
as  follows: 

YiAs-* Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
veason  Areher,  Esekiel  Baeon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Robt. 
Brown,  John  C.  Calhoan,  James  Cochran,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Lewis  Condict,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Kami. 
Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk« 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Graen, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M« 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wm,  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  LylSi 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
Anthony  New,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Jas. 
Pleasants,  jun.,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  John  Sener,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  Geo. 
Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  Geo.  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Tomer,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  David  K. 
Wttliams. 

Nats— John  Baker,  Harmsnus  Bleecker,  Adsm 
Boyd,  James  BredLenrtdge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Wiilism 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditas  Champion, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Davenport,  jr;,  Joseph  Desha, 
WUliam  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldahofough,  Edwin  Gray,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B« 
Key,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun,,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William 
McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcslf,  Samuel  L« 
MitchDl,  James  Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Eli- 
sha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Wm. 
Reed,  Henrv  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Thomaa 
Sammons,  baniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip 
Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Wm. 
Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

PROPOSITION  FOR  A  RECESS. 

A  joint  resolution  having  come  from  the  Sen* 
ate  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Seoate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  ad- 
journ their  respective  Houses  on  the  29th  instant, 
to  the  8ih  day  of  June ;  and  the  same  having 
been  twice  read — 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  refer  it  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. — Negatived. 

Mr.  Bibb  stated  to  the  House  that  the  joint 
committee  had  agreed  to  a  recess  till  the  18ih 
May.  Perceiving  that  the  Senate  bad  not  con- 
curred in  this  proposition,  he  moved  to  strike  out 
'^  the  8ih  day  of  June  "  and  insert  *'  the  18th  d^y , 
of  May."  He  remarked  that  it  must  be  obvious 
to  all,  that  the  original  object  of  such  rec&is.  as 
he  bad  contemplated  when  he  first  proposed  it, 
was  entirely  lost  by  the  refuifal  of  the  Senate,  for 
some  days,  to  tal^e  up  the  subject.  He  had  pro- 
posed then  to  adjourn  to  the  15th  June,  a  time 
which  would  have  allowed  an  opportunity  to  all 
to  visit  their  family,  and  might  have  been  agreed 
to  in  his  opinion  without  public  detriment.  But 
two  weeks  had  since  elapsed,  and  his  object  was 
defeated.  He  had  before  stated  that  he  appre- 
hended there  was  no  intention  on  the  part  of 
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either  House  to  take  any  ultimate  step  till  the 
expiration  of  the  embargo.  Inasmuch  as  most  of 
the  measures  concern ingf  our  foreign  relations 
had  been  taken,  he  saw  no  impropriety  in  a  recess 
for  the  intermediate  time,  which  would  be  better 
spent  ai  home  than  here  in  doing  nothing.  But 
DOW,  so  far  as  he  could  collect  th^  sentiment  of 
the  House,  he  did  not  find  that  there  was  an  in- 
tention to  delay  their  final  proceedings  to  the 
close  of  the  embargo.  Although  he  would  agree 
to  adjourn  for  a  few  days  because  he  believed 
there  was  nothing  of  pressing  importance  re- 
quiring attention  before  such  a  recess  would  ex- 
pire; yet,  as  he  was  willing  himself  to  proceed 
to  the  final  step,  whenever  a  proposition  for  that 
purpose  should  be  made,  and  as  he  believed  it 
would  be  earlier  than  had  been  supposed,  he  was 
not  now  willing  to  adjourn.  The  only  objection 
he  had  heard  to  a  short  recess,  was,  that  it  would 
have  an  unfavorable  efifect  on  the  public  feeling. 
He  held  no  such  opinion.  Every  one  must  have 
seen  how  wear^  the  members  had  become,  and 
that  daily  applications  were  made  for  leave  of 
absence.  Now,  for  himself,  though  he  should 
have  no  opportunity  to  visit  his  family,  Mr.  B. 
said  he  had  no  objection  to  give  those  who  lived 
nearer  an  opportunity  to  see  theirs;  and  to  others 
permission  meanwhile  to  spend  their  time  as 
agreeably  as  they  could. 

Mr.  Bibb's  motion  to  insert  the  18ih  May  in- 
stead  of  8th  June,  was  negatived. — For  the  mo- 
tion 47,  against  it  64. 

Mr.  liiTTLE  moved  to  strike  out  "  the  8th  day 
of  June,"  so  as  to  leave  the  resolution  blank  as  to 
the  time  to  which  they  should  adjourn.  The 
motion  was  negatived — ayes  49. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  strike  out  *<the  29th 
instant,"  and  insert  *4he  9th  May,"  as  the  day  of 
adjournment. 

Mr.  Blackleoqb  doubled  whether  time  would 
be  allowed,  even  with  this  amendment,  to  du  the 
necessary  business  before  they  adjourned. 

Mr.  Grundy  stated  the  importance  of  this  ques- 
tion, about  now  to  be  decided  upon  too  hastily. 
He  adverted  to  the  multiplicity  of  business  before 
Congress,  and  the  necessity  for  certain  amend- 
ments to  existing  laws,  whieh  could  not  be  pre- 
pared by  Wednesday  next.  To  give  a  little  time 
to  reflect  on  this  subject,  he  moved  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration'of  it  to  Monday,  which 
was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  52,  nays  62, 
as  follows : 

YajLS— Willis  Ablon,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Ellas  Earle,  James 
Ptsk,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  LiUle,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste- 
phen Ormsby,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberta,  Thomai 


Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats— Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Bieck- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  James  Cochran,  Epaphre- 
ditus  Champion,  John  Davenport,  jon.,  William  Ely, 
William  Findley,  Asa  Pitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Chas. 
GoldsboKongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Aylelt 
Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Ricfaaxd 
Jackson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jao., 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBiyae,  Samnel  Me- 
Kee,  Arunah  Mctcalf^  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mil* 
chill,  James  Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nel- 
son, Thos.  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
ter, Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Williaffl  Reed, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Ebeneser  Sags, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuei 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Talimadge,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Labaa  Wheatoa, 
Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WiUiams, 
Wm.  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  nega- 
tived— ayes  46. 

Mr.  Calhoun  supported  Mr.  Wright's  amend- 
ment, and  detailed  several  bills  actually  necessary 
to  be  acted  on  before  an  adjournment.  Among 
those  objects,  he  enumerated  amendments  to  the 
law  establishing  a  Q^uartermaster  and  Commis- 
sary-General's Department,  the  regulation  of  the 
ordnance,  dbc. 

Mr.  Newtom  added  that  there  was  a  rule  of 
the  Senate  by  which  one  member,  by  objecting, 
could  prevent  a  bill's  being  read  twice  in  one 
day.  If  they  were  to  agree  to  this  resolution, 
therefore,  they  would  tie  the  House  neck  and 
heels,  and  deliver  it  over  into  the  power  of  the 
Senate;  as  three  legislative  days  only  would  in- 
tervene between  this  dav  and  the  day  proposed 
for  the  adjournment,  and  no  measure  could  be 
got  through  if  any  one  member  of  the  Senate 
objected. 

Mr.  Wbioht's  motion  to  postpone  the  day  of 
adjournment  to  May  9,  was  lost — yeas  57,  nays 
58.  as  follows: 

YiAS — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
▼enson  Archer,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wm. 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clop- 
ton, Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
John* Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias 
Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Pisk,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son, Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix  Gmndy,  Bolting  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hynemaa, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Abner  Laoock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  William  Mc- 
Coy, Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Anthony  New,  Thos.  New- 
ton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Joha 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

Nats— Eaekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  William  W. 
Bibb^  Harmanus  Bioeckar,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Bieck- 
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eniidge,  £lii«h  Brigbam,  EpaphrodiUi*  Championi 
Jtmw  Cochran,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  WUUam  £1^, 
An  Fitch,  Tbomaa  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough, 
Edwin  Gray,  Iiaiah  L.  Green,  Jacob  Huftj,  Richvd 
JKksoD,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joaeph  Lewis,  JQn«,  Na- 
thiniel  Maoon,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Samuel  McKee, 
Aronab  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  James  Morgan,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson, 
TfaomiB  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
rmothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  CUaha  R.  Potter, 
Jottth  Quinsy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Heniy 
M.  Bidgely,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Gbeneser  8eav«r,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  Btnart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troap,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jon.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Lconaxd  White,  Robert  WhiCehiU,  DaTid  R.  Williania, 
Wilhsm  Wids«ry,  and  Thomas  Wibon. 

Mr.  Bibb,  after  stating  his  impression  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  get  business  so  forwarded 
u  to  enable  tbem  to  adjourn  on  the  29tb  instant, 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out 
that  day  and  inserting  Monday  the  ith  May. 
Moiioa  lost-r-yeas  45. 

Mr.  JoHMSOH  said  he  had  voted  in  sueb  a  way 
00  these  aeveral  motions  as  to  defeat  the  object 
of  the  resolution.  He  now  mo?ed  to  amend  it 
by  striking  out  the  8th  June  and  inserting  the  28ib 
Jaoe;  assigniogasa  reason,  that  the  proposed  reeeas 
of  thirty-eight  days  would  have  all  tbeevil  predict* 
ed  of  a  recess,  and  none  of  the  benefits.  If  a  recess 
most  uke  place,  he  was  desirous  that  it  should 
be  of  soeh  a  length  as  to  afibrd  to  all  an  opportu* 
oily  to  visit  tbeir  homes ;  because,  if  there  were 
to  be  a  recess  for  thirty-eight  days,  those  who 
Toted  for  it  could  not  contemplate  making  a  dec- 
Jantion  of  war  before  the  expiration  of  the  em- 
bargo ;  and  if  they  did  not,  they  might  as  well 
idjoarn  lo  the  28lb  as  the  8tb,  for  on  the  latter  day 
to  many  would  be  absent  that  they  would  not  be 
able  to  make  a  quorum.  As  to  the  efiect  on  pub- 
lie  leotiment,  he  believed  that  the  people  would 
be  much  more  dissatisfied  at  tbeir  remaining  here 
iveoty,  thirty,  or  sixty  days  doing  nothing,  than 
at  an  adjooroment  predicated  on  the  motive  of 
affording  an  opportunity  to  the  nroper  departments 
(0  prepare  for  war.  But,  as  he  was  desirous  of 
aciifig,  he  would  not  vote  for  the  proposition  as  it 
ooir  stood  ;  if  it  must  be  adopted,  he  wished  the 
time  to  be  extended  from  fortjr  to  sixty  days. 

Mr.RmoaoLD  moved  to  adjourn. — ^Motion  lost, 
reu  54. 

Mr.  WiDOBRY  said  he»  as  well  as  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  lived  more  than  six  bondred 
ailes  hence,  and  yet  he  was  willing  to  take  the 
ibirty-eight  days  proposed  by  the  Senate.  He 
boped  no  one  friendly  to  the  recess  would  vote  for 
an  amendment  the  avowed  objeei  of  which  was 
to  defeat  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Johnson's  motion  was  negatived. 
Mr.  Roberts  said,  as  the  House  bad  shown  a 
disposition  to  reject  every  amendment,  and  to 
tgnetothe  resolution  fortawith  as  it. now  stood, 
there  was  very  little  necessity  of  saying  iDuchon 
ibe  principle  which  ought  to  determine  thequea- 
lioD,  and  be  should  be  listened  to  with  very  little 
patience  were  he  to  attempt  it*    The  House  had 


been  repeatedly  told,  on  their  meeting  at  the  pres- 
ent session,  that  an  important  crisisi  had  occurred. 
They  had  gone  on  from  time  to  time,  as  if~tbey 
believed  it  so ;  but  bad  been  repeatedly  admon<» 
ished  by  the  minority  that  all  they  had  done  was 
mere  parade,  and  that  nothing  serious  was  intend- 
ed. In  reviewing  the  transactions  of  tbesessioui 
however,  he  believed  it  would  be  found  that  they 
had  fulfilled  their  duty.  Tbey  bad  recently 
passed  an  embargo;  the  extension  of  which  to 
ninety  days  was  a  matter  of  com  promise,  because 
it  was  understood  that  sixty  days  would  have 
been  long  enough.  In  the  intermediate  time, 
many  preparations  must  be  made ;  a  variety  of 
incidents  might  arise  to  call  for  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  Congress.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  must  appear,  if  they  adjourned  as  pro- 
posed, that  those  who  have  been  in  the  majority 
have  Deen  insincere,  or  that  a  mere  desire  of  get« 
ting  out  of  an  irksome  attendance  here  is  about  to 
induce  them  to  abandon  it  at  a  moment  certainly 
not  less  serious  than  any  which  have  preceded  it. 
These  considerations,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  might  ex- 
patiate on  to  considerable  length,  and  to  much 
interest ;  but  be  should  forbear,  and  proceed  to 
the  more  immediate  object  of  bis  rising.  Believ- 
ing that  Congress  was  about  to  suspend  their  ses- 
sion for  thirty-eight  days,  and  coming  himself 
from  among  a  people  who  worked  for  their  living, 
he  thought  there  would  be  an  extreme  impropri- 
ety in  members  retiring  from  their  doty  for  thirtyr 
eight  days,  seeking  pleasure  and  recreation,  and 
receiving  the  same  pay  as  if  sedulously  engaged 
in  business  which  they  were  so  palpably  neglect- 
ing. He  therefore  moved  a  resolution  (as  an 
amendment  to  that  now  before  the  House^  the 
object  of  which  was  that  the  accounting  officers 
of  each  House  should  not  allow  to  the  members 
thereof  any  mileage  or  daily  pay  during  the  time 
for  which  the  House  shauld  adjourn. 

Mr.  Alston  said,  as  the  House  were  about  to 
adjourn  for  their  mere  personal  convenience  and 
relaxation,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  they 
should  do  it  at  their  own  expense^  and  not  that 
of  the  people.  They  should  stand  in  this  respect 
as  if  they  had  obtained  leave  of  absence,  in  which 
case  a  member^s  pay  ceases. 

Mr.  WiDOfiRY  said,  he  did  not  fear  to  meet 
this  question ;  and  he  would  no  sooner  vote  for 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
than  for  any  other  thing  which  he  believed  to  be 
absolutely  wrong.  He  had  no  idea  that  his  con- 
stituents were  unwilling  to  pay  him  his  travel 
home  and  back,  or  for  staying  here.  He  had  rea- 
sons for  voting  for  a  recess,  which  were  strong 
and  forcible :  and  be  would  not  be  deterred  from 
voting  for  It  by  such  proposition,  the  object  of 
which  was  only  to  defeat  the  main  question. 
When  he  aaw  such  a  disposition  prevailing  to 
thwart  the  views  of  both  Houses,  it  ooly  made 
him  the  more  determined  to  persevere.  He  would 
sit  till  midnight  but  he  would  obtain  a  vote  on 
the  real  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Gronoy  said,  he  did  not  at  first  very  well 
like  the  proposition  of  the  gentlemito  from  Penn- 
sylvania ;  but  as  he  believed,  so  far  from  pro- 
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motiDg  the  public  good,  ckat  an  adjournment  for 
$0  long  a  time,  would  be  one  of  tiie  most  ruinous 
steps  tbe  House  could  take,  h6  should  support  the 
amendment  on  the  ground  that  the  adjournment 
would  be  detrimental  to  the  public  seryice.  Gen- 
tlemen had  said,  Congress  would  sit  here  doing 
nothing.  Mr.  Q.  said,  they  had  -enough  and  more 
than  enough  to  do  to  keep  them  fully  employed. 
He  feared  the  effect  of  a  recess  on  the  public 
mind ;  not  because  he  doubted  tbe  intelligence 
of  the  people^  but  because  they  did  not  possess 
the  necessary  information  to  enable  them  to  judge 
with  certainty  of  the  course  Congress  were  de- 
termined to  pursue.  There  was  another  cotwid- 
eration  which  on  his  mind  was  conclusive.  The 
proposed  recess  would  take  away  from  themselves 
thirty-eight  days  in  advance.  It  is  only  exchan- 
ging one  day  now  for  two  days  after  the  recess ; 
because  it  seemed  to  him  the  very  lassitude  ad- 
verted to  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  qualiSed 
them  for  business,  as  the  House  would  do  more 
now  in  one  day  than  in  three  in  the  beginning  of 
the  session,  when  there  was  a  ^uch  greater  dis- 
position to  debate.  Speech-making  would  be 
commenced  anew  after  the  recess,  and  the  em- 
bargo would  perhaps  expire  before  they  would  be 
permitted  to  act.  If  they  chose  to  take  a  holiday, 
Mr.  G.  said,  they  ought  at  least  to  do  it  at  their 
own  expense ;  and  he  should  therefore  vote  for 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Stow  observed^  that  this  amendment  would 
require  the  presentation  of  the  resolution  to  the 
President  for  his  signature,  because  relating  to 
other  matters  than  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  BoTD  objected  to  the  amendment.  He  said 
it  would  be  as  proper  to  detract  pay  for  an  ad* 
jottrnmeot  from  Friday  to  Monday,as  in  this  case. 
He  thought  he  saw  great  illiberality  in  these  mo- 
tions upon  motions  to  defeat  the  question ;  and 
adverted  to  the  haste  with  which  gentlemen 
Bometiraes  called  the  previous  question,  whilst  at 
others  they  prolonged  discussion^  ^.  As  to  the 
tecess,  he  said  he  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring 
his  opinion,  that  the  nation  would  be  benefitted 
b?  their  rising  now  and  not  meeting  again  till  the 
Const iiutional  period. 

Mr.  Blagkledob  said,  if  they  were  now  to  ad- 
journ, as  was  proposed,  Congress  would  have  done 
worse  than  nothing.  They  had  authotized  an  ex- 
pense of  more  than  eleteo  millions  of  dollars  for 
extraordinary  purposes,  and  had  laid  an  embargo 
which  arrested  the  occupations  of  matry  of  the 
people.  If  in  this  situation  they  were  to  adjourn, 
they  would  put  themselves  in  the  power  of  the 
opposition  to  operate  against  them  on  the  minds 
of  the  people  by  saying,  that  they  did  not  mean 
to  complete  their  measures,  as  an  evidence  of 
which  they  would  produce  this  adjournment.  He 
Was  not  willing,  as  a  friend  to  the  Administra- 
tion, to  put  such  a  Weapon  into  the  hands  of  its 
enemies. 

Mr.  WtLLiAMB  said,  he  had  been  disposed  to 
take  a  silent  vote  on  the  recess,  but  for  the  pro- 
posed amendment.  Should  I  be  in  order,  sir,  said 
he,  if  I  said  that  this  amendment  is  idle  and  ri- 
dieolom  9    [The  Spsacbb  apprehended  il  would 


not  be  in  order ;  and  not  the  less  out  of  order  fron 
the  gentleman's  having  asked  the  question.]  I 
the  Speaker  had  decided  it  to  be  in  order,  sail 
Mr.  W.,  I  should  have  gone  further.  If  it  be  ou 
of  order  to  say  that  it  is  ridiculous,  it  is  not  oil 
of  order  to  say  that  it  is  disrespectful  to  ourselves 
It  fulfils  one  declaration  recorded  on  high  author 
ity,  that  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  suo  ;  fa 
never  was  there  an  instance  before  of  such  a  re» 
olution  attached  to  a  motion  to  adjourn.  Is  j 
useful  or  necensary  ?  Is  there  any  gentleman  whi 
doubts  upon  iti  Or  does  the  gentlemao  thiol 
we  are  made  of  such  stuff  that  we  can  be  diverl 
ed  from  our  course  by  iti  The  man  who  dard 
not  vote  bis  sense  on  that  amendment  is  a  did 
ffraee  to  the  Hoilse.  There  is  a  law  on  that  so  fa 
lect  which  declares,  that  the  allewaoee  for  trav^ 
rackwards  in  ease  of  recess  shall  not  exeeed  th 
per  diem  allowance  for  the  same  time ;  leaviDj 
the  inference  that  the  per  diem  shall  be  paij 
We  shall  besin  when  we  meet  again  preeisei 
where  we  left  off;  there  will  be  a  continottf  d 
the  session.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvanii 
is  too  candid  to  say,  that  his  proposed  amendmeo 
is  not  intended  to  defeat  the  motion  for  a  recess 
It  could  not  be  considered  as  a  patriotic  donatioi 
to  the  Treasury  of  so  much  as  the  pay  wouli 
amount  to,  because  it  wuuld  operate  too  uneqoallj 
on  those  who  live  adjacent  to,  and  those  who  ar 
very  remote  from,  the  seat  of  Government.  Th 
gentleman  would,  if  that  were  the  object,  find  on 
near  him  who  would  not  be  behind  him  in  sad 
a  donation.  No,  sir;  it  is  in  fact  intended  to  d< 
feat  tbe  recess,  and  not  to  secure  the  public  wes 
or  benefit  the  Treasury.  I  hope  the  gentlemei 
in  favor  of  an  adjournment  are  not  to  be  scarel 
from  it  by  such  a  scarecrow  as  this. 

Mr.  RoBBaTs  said  bethought  himself  callei 
upon  to  reply  to  the  honorable  gentleman  last  u| 
whose  eloquence  and  zeal  he  so  much  admire< 
OB  some  occasions.  There  was  no  motive  in  hii 
breast  for  offering  the  amendment  that  he  wai 
ashamed  to  avow  or  afraid  to  support.  He  di^ 
not  view  it  as  an  idle  proposition,  but  as  a  mea 
sure  of  imperious  duty.  Are  we  not.  when  callei 
here  to  decide  on  war  measures,  and  a  proposi 
tton  is  made  to  adjourn,  to  consider  as  serious  \ 
question  involving  thirty  or  forty  thousand  dol 
lars?  Such  language  would  not  pass  in  mj 
country,  however  it  may  elsewhere.  I  have  mad 
no  secret  of  my  sentiments;  I  solemnly  and  s< 
rtously  think  the  resolution  for  adjoarmeni  im 
proper,  particularly  if  we  receive  eompensatioi 
from  the  public  Treasury  during  the  recess.  A 
to  the  inequality  of  operation  of  this  relinqtiish 
ment  of  pay,  Mr.  R.  said  it  was  incidental  to  tb 
state  of  tnings  under  the  Constitution ;  for,  onde 
that  instrument,  those  most  remote  from  the  sea 
of  Government  must  perform  the  greatest  labo 
of  travelling  and  receive  proportionable  pay  there 
for,  dbc.  In  this  respect  therefore  the  amendmen 
introduced  no  new  princifile.  It  was  not  new 
It  was  moreover  a  proposition  he  could  not  givi 
up  merely  because  it  did  not  please  the  fancy  of  i 
gentleman  whom  he  much  res|)ected. 

Mr»  MaooN  saidi  the  geotietoao  his  coUeagat 
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(Mr.  Blacklbdoe)  approved  thtsamettdmeot  be- 
caose  it  would  take  away  all  chance  from  the 
opposhioo  of  .saying  that  (he  majority  had  done 
worse  than  oothing.  It  could  not  be  said  that 
ibey  had  done  much  more,  Mr.  M.  said,  if  they 
adopted  the  proposed  amendment.  He  thought 
the  occasion  of  toe  adjournment  might  be  hand- 
somely u.^ed  by  the  majority,  or  those  so  disposed. 
Let  the  majority  individually  relinquish  their  pay 
for  the  period  of  the  recess, and  this  would  surelv 
answer  all  the  purposes  of  popularity.  Mr.  M. 
said  one  main  reason  with  him  in  voting  for  a 
recess,  was,  that  the  Bieoutive  Department^  of 
the  Goveromeot  were  now  overloaded  with  busi- 
ness. He  bad  himself  had  a  little  business  with 
one  of  tiftc  Secretaries ;  he  had  made  one  or  two 
auempis  to  see  him  ;  he  alwavs  found  members 
with  him,  and  left  them  with  nim  \  ao<1  his  basi- 
De««  was  not  done  yet.  If  Congress  were  to  ad- 
joaro,  he  believed  their  absence  would  expedite 
the  work  of  preparauon.  He  had  heard  it  said 
that  the  man  who  planned  this  city  pot  the  pub- 
lic hoildinga  so  far  apart  in  order  that  the  Depart* 
nenu  nkig^t  not  be  crowded  by  members  of  Con- 
gress who  sought  for  bosiaess  or  pleasore.  He 
believed  that  man  had  acted  widely,  and  would 
have  done  better  even  to  have  put  them  farther 
apart.  Mr.  M.  adverted  to  the  unequal  operation 
of  ukingoff  the  pay  on  the  affluent  members  and 
those  in  moderate  circumstances.  As  it  was,  no 
person  could  support  himself  and  wife  or  family  on 
ni»  pay ;  and  he  was  willing  even  to  increase  the 
pay  tu  those  who  brought  their  families.  Xhe 
proposed  amendment  would  be  unavailing  bow- 
ever.  The  pav  was  fixed  by  law,  which  could 
not  be  sapersecled  by  a  resolution.  Whether  the 
amend  men  t  was  carried  or  not,  he  should  vote  to 
adjoora.  because  he  believed  an  adjjoarnment 
vooSd  promote  the  public  good  by  relieving  the 
Heads  of  Departments.  He  doubted  whether  the 
Head  of  the  War  Department  had  bad  time  to 
arrange  the  plan  of  a  campaign,  or  whether  he 
had  not  been  so  pressed  by  applications  for  and 
appoiotments  to  office,  as  to  preclude  htm  from 
doing"  anything  else. 

Mr.  Blackleooc  said  he  and  his  friend  were  at 
points  on  the  question,  but  it  was  because  they 
differed  as  to  the  effect  of  an  adjournment  on  the 
pahlic  interest.  If  he  thought  with  his  colleague 
be  should  vote  with  him.  As  to  the  geoef«l  rale 
of  pay.  he  thought  it  soffieiently  low  $  and  would 
go  as  far  as  his  eoUeague  to  raise  it,  if  ever  that 
question  was*  brought  before  the  House. 

Mr-  AscRBa  moved  to  adjourn.  Negatived-^ 
yeas  48. 

Mr.  Blackledoe  moved  to  postpone  the  whole 
sobject  indefiuitely. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  the  measure  now  before  the 
House  was  not  the  measure  of  the  committee; 
the  period  for  adjournment  was  too  early ;  under 
present  circumstances,  its  duration  too  loner. 
Haviog  failed  in  all  attempts  to  amend  it,  he  felt 
justified  in  voting,  as  he  should,  for  its  indefinite 
po>tponement. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 


indefinite  postponement,  and  earried — yeas  68, 
nays  55,  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Willis  Alston,  junior,  WilKam  Anderson, 
Stevenson  Archer,  Dsvid  Bard,  Barwcll  Bsssett,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  Willism  BItckledge,  Robert  Brown, 
WUliam  A.  Burwell,  William  Botler,  John  C.  Csi. 
houn,  Langdon  Ghoves,  Matthew  Clsy,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Lewis  Condict,  WUlism  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
John  Dawsoa,  Joseph  Deths,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Bliss 
Barle,  Willism  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Thomss  Ghol* 
■on,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grun- 
dy, Boiling  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hswes,  John 
M.  Hynemsn,  Richsrd  M.  Johnson,  Joesph  Kent,  Wil- 
lism R.  King,  Abner  Lscock,  Joseph  Jiefever,  Peter 
Little,  William  Lowndes,  Asron  Lyie,  Thoaias  Moors, 
William  McCoy,  Jsmes  Morgan,  Hugh  Nelson,  An- 
thony New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  James 
Plesssnts,  jon.,  Satnual  RtnggoM,  Jdhn  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John  Sevier, 
Adsm  Seybert,  John  Srailie,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  William  Strong,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  Jan.,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nais — Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Harmanus 
Bleepker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  James  Cochran, 
John  DaTen]M>rt,  jon.,  William  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Jacob 
Hudty,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan.,  PhiUp  B.  Key,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jnn.,  Robert  Ls  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Ma* 
eon,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Amnah  Met- 
ealf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  New  bold,  Joseph 
Pssrsott,  Israel  Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joeiah  Qatncy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Rtdgely,  William 
Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Daniel 
Shefley,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
msdge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jnn.,  Labaa 
Wheston,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  David 
R.  Willfame,  WHIiam  Widgery,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 


Monday,  April  27. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  fur* 
ther  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Wash* 
iogton"  were  read,  and  coneurred  in. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  granting  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  lime  beinfe 
and  his  successors  in  office,  a  let  of  ground,  and 
thehuildings  thereOn  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  Of  Mr.  Mobbow,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,,on  the  bill 
for  laying  out  and  snrveyiog  the  military  bounty 
land:i.  The  bill  was  gone  through,  reported  to 
the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  same  course  was  pursued  as  to  tbe  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  in  favor  of  the  pe- 
tition o{  William  Oarrard,  and  the  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a  bill. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  (he  Senate  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  Minifie,  whidh  was  reported 
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to  the  Hou^,aod  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-day,  and  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  appointinff  an  additional  dis- 
trict judge  for  the  district  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Newton  stated  the  urgency  of  the  bnsi- 
sess  in  the  district  court,  du:..  and  the  expediency 
of  the  bill. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day, 
and  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  38  to  33, 
on  the  bill  for  the  protection  and  recovery  of 
American  seamen.  The  bill  was  amended  and 
reported  to  the  House. 

without  debate,  the  question  was  taken  on  en- 
grossing the  bill  for  a  third  reading — for  its  en- 
grossment 52,  against  it  28,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  William  Anderson,  8te- 
Tenaon  Archer,  Bnrwell  Baasett,  William  BlacUedgSi 
Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  D^ 
aha,  Samuel  Dinamoor,  Eliaa  Earle,  Jamea  Fiak,  Thom- 
as Gholson,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacoek,  Joseph 
Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Metcal^ 
James  Morgan,  Hugh  Nelaon,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste- 
phen Ormsby,  larael  Piekens,  William  Piper,  Jamas 
PieaaantB,  jnnior,  John  Rhea,  John  Mtoane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John  Sevier,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  William  Strong,  George  M.  Troupi  Robert 
WhitehUi,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— -John  Baker,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Jamea 
Breckenridge,  Epaphroditas  Champion,  William  Ely, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomss  R.  Gold,  Chailea  Goidaborough, 
Edwin  Grajy  Jacob  Hafty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  PhUip 
B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living- 
ston, Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Eliaha  R. 
Potter,  William  Reed,  Richard  Stonford,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Leonard 
White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  bill,  a^  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  is  as 
follows : 

A  Bill  for  the  protection,  recovery^  and  indemnifioation 

of  American  seamen* 

Whereaa,  by  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and 
Navigation,  made  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and 
the  United  States,  at  London,  on  the  nineteenth  day 
of  November  one  thouaand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  it  is  agreed,  that  there  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable, 
and  universal  peace,  and  a  true  and  aincere  firiendship 
between  His  Britannic  Majesty,  his  heizs  and  succes- 
ors,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  between 
their  reapective  countries,  territories,  cities,  towns,  and 
people,  of  every  degree,  without  exception  of  persons 
or  places:  And  whereaa  His  Britannic  Majeatyhas 


April,  1812. 


cauaed  to  be  impressed  out  of  the  ships  of  the  United 
States,  sailing  on  the  high  seas,  under  the  Americu 
flag,  divers  liege  citizens  of  said  States,  and  hath  com* 
pelled  them  to  serve  on  board  the  ships  of  war  of  Greit 
Britain,  and  to  fight  against  the  United  States,  anl 
numbers  of  them  yet  detains,  contrary  to  the  eipita 
provision  of  said  treaty,  and  in  violation  of  their  nttn* 
ral  liberty,  and  against  iht  peace  of  (he  United  Stttet:  i 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  b^  the  Senate  and  Howe  af  \ 
Repreaentaiivet  of  the  United  States  of  America,  m 
Congreae  assembled,  That,  from  and  after  the  ith  day 
of  June  next,  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  impTca  | 
any  native  seaman  of  the  United  States  from  on  board 
any  veasel  of  the  itntted  Statea,  Bailing  on  the  high  ' 
seas,  or  in  any  port,  river,  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  under 
pretence  or  color  of  a  commission  from  any  foreign  I 
Power,  shall,  for  every  auch  ofibnee,  be  adjudged  a  pi- ! 
rate  and  folion,  and  on  conviction  ahail  suffer  death; 
and  the  trial  in  such  caae  ahall  be  had  where  theoiien- 1 
der  ia  apprehended  or  may  be  first  brought  ' 

Sto.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  aeaman,  sailing  under  the  flag  of  the 
United  Stotea,  on  any  person  or  persons  attempting  to 
impreaa  him  hy  force  or  violeooe  from  on  board  as; 
veasel  of  the  Lnited  SUtes  on  the  high  seas,  or  in  anj 
port,  haven,  baain,  or  bay,  to  repel  force  by  force ;  and 
if  any  peraon  so  attempting  to  impress  said  seaman 
shall  be  killed,  maimed,  or  wounded,  it  shall  be  lawfol 
for  such  seaman,  on  the  general  issue,  to  give  the  ape- 
cial  matter  in  evidence,  which  is  hereby  declared  a  per- 
fect justification. 

Skg.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  on  informa- 
tion being  given  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
proving  satiafactorily  to  him,  that  any  citizen  of  the 
United  SUtes  shall  have  been  impresaed,  and  shall  be 
yet  detained,  or  ahall  hereafter  be  impressed,  to  caaae 
the  most  rigorous  retaliation  on  any  of  the  subjects  of 
said  Government  taken  on  the  high  oeaa,  or  within  the 
Britlah  territories,  whom  he  ia  hereby  authorised  to 
cause  to  be  token  and  aeised  for  that  purpose,  uj 
treaty  to  the  contrary  notwithatanding. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  %t  further  enacted^  That  soy  aea- 
man, heretofore  or  hereafter  impreaaed,  shall  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorised,  to  attoch,  in  the  hands  of  an; 
debtor  of  any  British  subject,  a  sum  equsl  to  tbir^r 
dollars  per  month  for  the  whole  time  he  shall  have  been 
detained  on  board  any  British  vessel  or  vessels ;  ^ 
that  any  aum  of  money  ao  attached  out  of  the  handi  of 
any  debtor,  shall  be  a  payment  of  ao  much  of  said  debt 
to  said  creditor ;  and  on  plea  of  payment  or  set-off  the 
same  may  be  given  in  evidence  and  allowed  in  any  Mit 
for  the  recovery  of  said  debt,  any  treaty  to  the  contrary 
notwithatanding. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Prca- 
dent  of  the  United  Statea  ia  hereby  euthoiiaed  to  cap- 
ture, by  way  of  reprisal,  aa  many  Britiah  aubjects,  on 
the  high  seas  or  within  the  British  territories,  u  may 
be  equal  to  the  impressed  American  seamen  in  the  poe* 
session  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  n  cartel  to  exchange 
the  name. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Preii- 
dent  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  whenever  sufi- 
cient  testimony  shall  be  produced  that  the  commander 
of  any  public  armed  ship.x)r  other  veasel  of  anyforogn 
nation,  ahall  have  token  or  impreaaed  from  on  boani 
any  ahip  or  other  vessel  of  the  United  Stotes  while  at 
any  port  or  place,  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  suck 
foreign  nation,  or  while  on  her  paaaage  to  or  from  anl 
port  or  place,  any  seaman,  mariner,  or  other  person, noi 
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beinf  in  the  militaij  aernos  of  an  •neiny  of  gndi  foreign 
natioo,  to  prohibit  bj  prucUmation  every  person  rest- 
din;  wilhin  the  Uniteid  Ststes  or  its  territories,  from 
tdbrding  aid,  succor,  or  provisions,  of  whatsoever  kind, 
to  Mich  ship  or  vessel ;  and  any  pilot  or  other  person. 
Rsiiliiig  within  the  United  States,  who  shall  (after  such 
]KDhibition  shall  have  been  made  known,  and  before 
the  sajse  shall  be  revoked)  aflbrd  aid,  succor,  or  pro^ 
neions,  as  aforesaid,  to  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  he 
thereof  convicted,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned 
Bot  exceeding  one  year,  and  fined  not  exceeding  one 
tbouiand  dollars. 

8xc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
ifter  the  4th  day  of  Jane  next,  whenever  full  and  suf* 
fideot  testimony  shall  be  produced,  that  the  oom- 
msoder  or  coanmandem  of  publie  armed  vessels  of  any 
foreign  natioii,  have  impraned  or  taken  from  on  board 
laj  ship  or  Tcssel  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  or  while  on  her  passage  to  or  from  any  port  or 
pisce,  any  sesunan,  mariner,  or  other  person,  tho  Presi- 
dent ibali  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  prohibit, 
by  prodamation,  the  landing  from  on  board  any  ship 
or  other  vessel  of  tho  foreign  n«tion  (whoee  commander 
or  commandars  have  offended  as  afiireeaid)  any  goods, 
wues,  or  merchandise,  within  any  of  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  or  its  territories;  and  also  to  prohibit 
the  Isdbg  of  any  ship  or  vessel  of  such  nation  within 
inj  of  the  ports  or  territories  of  the  United  States : 
Pnmdedf  ThaX  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  prevent  any  ship  or  vessel  of  the  nation,  whose 
commander  or  commanders  have  ofiended  as  aforesaid, 
and  which  shall  arrive  within  any  of  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  or  its  territories,  to  remain  with  their 
cargoes  on  board  or  to  proceed  to  any  place  without 
the  jorisdiction  of  the  United  Sutes :  And  provided 
dm,  That  any  ship  or  vessel  of  such  nation  (which 
aay  have  been  partly  laden  at  the  time  sneh  ptoda* 
natieo  ahall  ba  made  known)  shall  be  permitted  to  de- 
pan  with  the  lading  then  on  board,  to  the  port  of  des* 
tiaation  of  mieh  ship  or  resseL 


APPROPRIATION  BIIX. 

The  House  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Comniittf  e  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  further  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Goveroment  during  the 
year  1812.  The  bill  was  gone  through  and  re- 
ported to  the  House. 

This  bill  contains  an  appropriation  of  $40,000 
"for  compensation  to  the  marshals  and  assistant 
marshals  for  takiog  an  account  of  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated  for  that  purpose." 

This  appropriaiioQ  was  objected  to  by  Mr. 
G0LD8BOAOUOB  and  others,  because  too  great  an 
appropriation  for  a  service  which,  it  was  said,  had 
been  very  loosely  performed.  It  was  stated  in  re- 
ply that  the  labor  had  been  performed  in  compli- 
•nee  with  the  requisitions  of  law,  dbc,  and  that 
those  who  bad  engaged  in  the  labor  on  the  faith 
of  the  Government  for  payment,  pledged  by  that 
law,  oQgbt  to  be  compensated. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  Com- 
miiiee  of  the  Whole  In  this  appropriation  was 
decided  in  the  afErmatlTe — for  the  appropriation 
65,  against  it  27,  as  follows : 

Yiis — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  8te- 
veoson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Baoon,  David  Bard,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Ad«mBoyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert 
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Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  Matthew  Clay,  Jamea 
Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Craw 
ford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Sam* 
nel  Dinsmoor,  Citas  £arle,  William  Findley,  Jamea 
Fisk,  Thomaa  Gholson,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Mor^ 
gan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  James  Pleas- 
ants, jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Stoilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr., 
Robert  Whitehill,  WUliam  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson, 
and  Richard  Winn. 

NATa— HarmanuB  Bleeoker,  Epaphrodkas  Cham- 
pion, John  Daveaport,  Jan.,  William  Ely,  Asa  Fiteh, 
Thomaa  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Boiling  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hy- 
neman,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B. 
Key,  WUliam  R.  King,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Al- 
exander McKim,  Antnah  Metcalf,  Joseph  Pearson*  Eli- 
sha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  Lewis  0.  Sturges,  Ben-- 
jamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
and  Robert  Wright 

The  hill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


■■m 


Tu£8DAY.  April  28. 

Mr.  GHOI4RON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Clement  B.  Pen- 
rose; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  G.,  from  the  same  committee,  aUo  present- 
ed a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Chachene;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Calboun,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
relates  to  our  foreign  relations,  presented  a  bill 
makiof  further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  C,  from  the  same  committee,  also  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  amend  an  act.  entitled  ''An  act  to 
establish  a  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kbt,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  tha 
seventh  instaot.  presented  a  bill  to  increase  the 
salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  LiTTLG,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty* fifth  inMaot,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Peter  Hofifmao,  junior,  and  others ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  recommitted  to  the  commit- 
tee by  whom  it  was  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  Clat, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afidirs  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and,  if  any,  wbat,  alterations 
ought  to  be  made  in  the  law  passed  the  sixteenth 
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of  March,  1802,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  Mili- 
tary Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States." 
ana  the  law  passed  the  twelfth  of  April,  1808, 
entitled  "An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an 
additional  military  force,"  or  in  any  other  act  re- 
specting the  Military  Establishment;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter. 
\  Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  ioto  the  expediency  of  annexing  that  part 
of  West  Florida  lying  East  of  Pearl  river,  and 
West  of  the  Perdido,  to  the  Mississippi  Territory ; 
and  that  the  committee  Aave  leave  to  report  by 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  Mr.  New,  Mr.  QoLDaBOR- 
ohqb,  Mr.  Earle,  and  Mr.  ALaTOM.  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

An  engroased  bill  for  the  protection,  recovery, 
and  indemnification^  of  Ameriean  seamen,  was 
read  the  third  time:  Whereupon,  the  bill  was 
recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  eleventh  of 
May  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Thomp- 
son was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  additional  appropri- 
litions  for  the  support  of  Government,  loi  the 
year  1812,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '^to 
provide  for  designating,  sarveviog,  and  granting, 
the  military  bounty  laods."  be  recommitted  to 
tlie  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  cutting 
and  makittff  a  canal  from  the  river  Potomac 
around  the  West  end  of  the  dam  or  causeway 
from  Mason's  Island,  and  for  other  purposes. 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 


Wbdnesdat,  April  29. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution,  in  the 
form  of  a  joint  resolution,  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  during  the  present  session,  to 
adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  Wednesday, 
the  sixth  of  May,  to  Monday,  the  twenty-fifth  of 
May  next,  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  also  passed 
sundry  bills,  to  wit :  "An  act  concerning  mer- 
chant vessels  armed  for  defence;"  '*An  act  re- 
specting associations  for  maritime  defence ;"  and 
'C^n  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An 
act  to  establish  an  Elxecutive  department,  to  be 
denominated  the  Department  of  War ;"  in  which 
bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  establish  an  Execu- 
tive department,  to  be  denominated  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Qholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  biU  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge  Lyoo; 


which  Was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cbevbs,  from  the  committee  to-  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  *'  to  incor- 
porate a  bank  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  by  the 
name  and  style  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria," made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and, 
together  with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PoiicnEXTER  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Xesohed,  bjf  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Reprteenta" 
tine  of  the  United  States  of  America  m  Cangreee  ae- 
eembkd.  That  the  President  of  the  United  &ates  he, 
and  be  is  hereby,  authorised  to  cause  an  aocnrate  cen- 
sw  of  the  MiMiasippi  TerritiMy  to  be  taken,  and  re- 
tunicMi  to  Congress  at  their  next  seesien. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

RELIEF  OF  CABACCAS,  dtc 

Mr.  Macoh  submitted  for  consideralion  the 
following  resolution : 

**  Reeoitfed,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  aothorinng 
the  President  of  Uie  United  States  to  cause  to  be  pur- 
chased   barrels  of  flour,  and  to  have  the  same  ex- 

Sorted  to  some  port  in  Caraccas,  for  the  use  of  the  in- 
abitants  who  have  suflered  by  the  earthquake ;  and 

also  authorizing  him  to  cause  to  be  purchased 

barrels  of  flour,  and  to  have  the  same  exported  to  some 
port  in  Teneriflfe  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  who 
are  likely  to  starre  by  the  ravages  of  locusts." 

To  the  adoption  of  the  &tat  claoae  of  this  reso- 
lution, there  was  no  objection  made  by  any  one; 
but  a  desultory  debate  took  place  on  iocideatal 
points  and  on  the  merits  of  the  last  ciauee. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  a  speech  of  eomc  length 
in  favor  of  the  object  of  the  proposed  resolution, 
but  going  to  show  that  the  aid  the  Government 
could  afford  would  be  ineffectual  to  relieve  famine, 
if  it  existed ;  and  that  unquestionably  the  roost 
effectual  relief  that  could  be  afforded  on  our  part 
to  the  wretched  and  unfortunate  people  of  Carac- 
cas would  be  a  suspension,  as  to  them,  of  our  re- 
strictive system.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  adding  to  the  end  of  it  the 
words  ^  and  to  authorize  vessels  laden  with  pro- 
visions to  clear  out  for  any  port  of  the  aforesaid 
country." 

Mr.  CALBorN  expressed  hrs  regret  that  this  pro- 
position to  aid  the  cause  of  humanity  could  not 
be  permitted  to  pass  without  the  intermixture  of 
party  feelings,  which  the  motion  and  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  thought,  were 
calculated  to  excite,  ffe  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment,  which  he  conceived  would  virtually 
repeal  the  embargo,  and  he  hoped,  as  there  could 
be  no  probability  of  adopting  it,  ne  would  with- 
draw it.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  doubts  about  the 
latter  clause  of  the  resolution;  because,  as  to  the 
distress  at  Teneriffe,  the  House  had  no  other  in- 
formation than  a  newspaper  report,  whilst  of  the 
scarcity  of  provisions  at  Caraccas  they  had  ac- 
curate information. 

Mr.  Randolph  defended  himself  against  the 
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impautioD  of «  desire  to  excite  party  feeliog.  ^.. 
aod  declined  withdrawtnir  his  amendment,  be- 
ctose  he  beKeved  its  adoption  to  be  essential  to 
the  accomplishment  of  the  object  of  the  original 
motion.  He  also  nude  a  number  of  obserrations 
00  the  impatience  with  which  gentlemen  of  the 
minority  were  listened  to  in  the  House,  aod  the 
freqaent  interruptioos  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
meeting  with^  A>c. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  arainst  the  amendment, 
whichj  if  adopted,  woald  compel  him  to  rote 
tgalost  his  own  motion.  The  restrictive  system, 
he  said,  would  not  be  of  long  duration,  and,  when 
it  expired,  provisions  in  plenty  ittight  be  exported 
to  Sooth  America  aod  elsewhere;  so  that  there 
was  Tery  little  necessity  for  suspending  the  em- 
bargo law,  which  was  only  adopted  preparatory 
to  a  different  state  of  things.  The  clause  in  the 
resolution  relating  to  Teneriffe,  he  said,  had  been 
added  at  the  suggestion  of  another  member. 

Mr.  CALROUif  again  spoke  against  the  amend- 
meat,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph's  imputa- 
tioQ  of  intolerance  to  the  minority.  This  course 
of  discussion  he  deprecated,  as  not  comporting 
with  the  sacred  cause  of  distant  and  oppressed 
homanity,  dbc. 

Mr.  Smiue  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to  an 
observation  of  Mr.  Randolph,  that  the  donation 
by  the  British  Parliament  of  a  hundred  thousand 
poQDds  to  the  sufferers  by  an  earthquake  in  Por- 
tugal, some  years  aso,  was  an  act  almost  suffi- 
cient to  purchase  ansolution  for  all  the  sins  of 
(bat  Oorernment.  Mr.  S.  cited  instances  of  simi- 
lar conduct  in  this  country,  in  much  smaller 
communities;  and  expressed  his  regret  that  gen- 
tlemen chose  to  appreciate  every  act  of  other 
Governments,  without  allowing  merit  to  their 
own  for  acts  much  more  praiseworthy. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to 
amend,  was  negatired — yeas  30,  nays  74,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TiAB — ^John  Baker,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James 
Breekenridge,  Kfijah  Brigham,  Epephroditus  Cham- 
pioD,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  Asa  Fitch, 
Charles  Gotdsborongfa,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson, 
jr^  Joseph  Lewist  jr**  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Junes  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Tmiothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph, 
ViDjiai  Reed,  Thomas  Sammons,  Richaid  Stanford, 
Philip  Stnart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Bsnjamin  Tallmadge, 
Uii  Tra^^  Pimre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — ^WilHam  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  David 
Bard,  Barwell  Baasett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  WUliam 
Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  RobeH  Brown,  William  Bat- 
ler,  John  C.  Calhonn,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay, 
Jtmes  Cochran,  John  Olopton,  Lewis  Condiet,  William 
Cfiwford,  Rogvr  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
8tantelDinamoor,  EUas  Earle^  William  Pindley,  James 
Tak,  Thnnas  Gholson,  Isaiah  L.  €been,  Felix  Orundy, 
BoBmg  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hsvci,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
JoKphKent,  William  R.  King,  Abaer  Lacock,  Joseph 
Lefevcr,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle*  Nathaniel  Maeon, 
ThoiBtt  Moore,  WiUiani  McCoy,  .Samuel  McKee,  Al- 
sunder  McKtm*  Anmah  Metealf^  James  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Moirew»   Hugh   Nelson,   Anthony  New, 


Thoosas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Steven  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr., 
Benjamin  Pond,  John  Rhea>  John  Roane,  .Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith* 
Silas  Stow,  WilKam  Strong,  George  M.  Troup,  Gharies 
Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams, 
WUliam  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Rrba  spoke  in  favor  of  the  first  clause  of 
the  resolution,  and  against  the  se'coud ;  in  doing 
which  he  was  actuated  by  a  regard  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States,  which  peculiarly  re- 
quired them  to  cultivate  amity  with  and  concili- 
ate the  South  American  provinces. 

Various  observations  were  made  by  different 
gentlemen  against  the  clause  relating  to  Teneriffe ; 
principally  because  the  information  from  that 
quarter  was  not  of  an  authentic  character,  and 
because  many  of  the  ressels  which  had  left  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  previous  to  the  em- 
bargo, had  probably  been  deetined  to  the  Cana- 
ries, and  had  long  ago  supplied  them  with  pro- 
visions. 

Mr.  Nel«on  said  he  had  no  desire  to  suspend 
the  embargo,  and  yet  wished  to  afford  effectual 
relief  to  the  people  of  Caraccas.  He  therefore 
proposed  an  amendment  in  the  following  form, 
which  he  conceived  would  obviate  the  objections 
to  the  former : 

"And  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to/ inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorising  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  grant  licenses  for  vessels  laden  with 
provinons  cleared  out  for  the  port  of  Caraccas." 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  the  quantity 
of  flour  to  be  sent  to  Caraccas.  Ten  thousand 
barrels  were  mentioned.  But  it  was  thought  bet- 
ter to  leave  the  resolution  blank,  submitting  the 
amount  to  the  discretion  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Blackleoqe  proposed  to  add  "corn  and 
rice,"  to  the  flour  to  be  exported. 

Mr.  Macon  thereon  modified  his  resolution  so 
as  to  authorize  the  exportation  of  "  provisions,'* 
instead  of  "flour,"  which  would  include  all  de- 
scriptions of  breadstuff. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  clause  of 
the  resolution,  viz :  so  much  as  relates  to  Carac- 
cas, and  carried  unanimously,  as  follows : 

YxAB — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Stev* 
enson  Archer,  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bae^ 
sett,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Bieckemidge,  Elijah 
Brighaoi)  Robert  Brown,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epephro- 
ditus Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  William  Crawford,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Jos.  Desha, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  Wm.  Ely,  Wm.  Find- 
ley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Grsy,  Isaiah 
L.  Gteen^  FeUx  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  HufW,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Richard  M.  John- . 
son,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Jo- 
seph Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Peter  Little,  Robert 
Le  Boy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
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Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKeo,  Al* 

ezander  McKim,Arui»ah  Metralf,  James  Milnor,  James 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moselej,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James 
Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Elisha  A.  Potter, 
John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow, 
William  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  David  R<  Williams,  William  Widgery,  Thomas 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  WrighU 

The  question  was  ttken  on  the  remaiuder  of 
the  resolution,  viz :  so  much  a.8  relates  to  Tene- 
riffe.  and  negatired — for  its  adoption  47,  against 
it  57j  as  follows: 

TBAB-~SteTenson  Areher,  John  Baker,  Uarmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 

Jhroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  John  Clopton, 
ohn  Davenport,  junior,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  GoUsboroogh, 
Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Richard  Jackson,  junior, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James 
Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O*  Moseley,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  jr., 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  WHliam  Reed,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Sevier,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  David  R. 
Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — WiHis  Abton,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
'  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd»  Robert  Brown,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condict, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  Etias  Earle,  William  Ftndley,  James  Fisk, 
Thomas  Gholeon,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Obied  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hy- 
neman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  R.  King,  Abaer 
Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Ben- 
jamin Pond,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Rob- 
erts, Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Sea- 
ver, Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Silas 
Stow,  William  Strong.  Charles  Turner,  jr^  William 
Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright 

So  it  was  Ruolted,  That  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  aud  Manuractares  be  instructed  to 
report  a  hill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  purchased barrels  of 

provisions,  and  have  the  same  exported  to  some 
port  in  Caraccas,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
who  have  suffered  by  the  earthquake. 

Mr.  Randolph  adverted  to  the  uncertaioty  as 
to  the  fact,  which  he  supposed  had  caused  the 
rejection  of  the  clause  of  the  resolution  relating 
to  Teneriffe,  and  offerei^  the  following  resolu* 
ti.oD,  in  a  form  calculated  to  produce  the  proper 
inquiry : 


"  Revoked,  That  the  GomBttleo  of  Gonmcice  asd 

Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  «iiy» 
and  what,  relief  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Canary  Islands,  who  are  suflering  by  Con- 
ine occasioned  by  locusts." 

Mr.  Nbwtom  said,  as  this  motion  only  proposed 
inquiry,  and  was  not,  like  the  other,  peremptory, 
he  hoped  it  would  pass. 

And  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

PROPOSED  RECESS. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  a  recess  of 
both  Houses,  from  Wednesday  the  6th  to  Mon- 
day the  25ih  May,  was  twice  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Torner,  some  ameadment 
was  made  to  its  phraseology. 

Mr.  Roberts,  to  obtain  time  for  acquiring  in- 
formation, and  for  reflection,  on  tbissubjecti  moTed 
that  it  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

This  motion  was  superseded  by  a  motion  of 
Mr.  RiNGGOLO,  to  postpone  it  indefinitely;  which 
motion  was  afterward  withdrawn,  on  the  wish 
expressed  by  Messrs.  D.  R.  Williams,  Nelson, 
and  Grundy,  that  there  should  be  a  prompt  de- 
cision on  it. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  withdrew  his  motion  for 
postponement,  at  the  request  of  his  friends. 

Mr.  FiBK  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  the  28th  and  inserting  18th  May. 

For  the  motion,  41 ;  against  it,  56. 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  to  add  the  following  ^words 
as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution : 

*  And  that  the  members  of  neither  House  shall  be 
entitled  to  any  pay  or  travelling  expenses  during  the 
term  of  the  recess." 

Mr.  Setbert  said,  as  the  mind  of  every  man 
must  be  made  upon  this  question,  which  bad  al- 
ready consumed  too  much  time,  he  should  call  for 
the  previous  question,  which  would  obviate  fur- 
ther debate,  and  preclude  the  question  on  the  pro- 
posed amendment. 

Sixty  members,  more  than  a  sufficient  namber, 
rising  to  demand  the  previous  question,  it  waa  put 
in  the  usual  form  ^^  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put  ?"  and  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

For  putting  the  main  question,  71;  against  it, 
35.  as  follows : 

Tbas — Willis  Alston*  Jan.,  Jelin  Bakar,  David  Bard» 
Burwell  Bsasett,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Bredcenridge, 
Robert  Brown,  John  G.  Calhoun,  Epaphrodttua  Chmni- 
pion,  Langden  Cheves,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
Lewis  Condict,  John  Davenport,  janior,  Roger  Davis, 
Joseph  Desha,  Saranel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William 
Ely,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  GfacdMMi, 
Charles  Goldsborou^,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  I*.  Green, 
Felix  Gmndy,  Obed  HaU,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hy. 
neman,  Richard  Jaekaon,  janior,  Ridiard  M.  Johnfion, 
William  R.  King,  Joseph  Lewis,  janior,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Thmnas  Moore,  8ama^ 
McKee,  Arunah  Metcaif,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L,. 
Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremah  Morrow,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pemr- 
son,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  Samuel  Rin^^old, 
John  Rhea,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Thomas  Sammoas,  Adam 
Soybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stoart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
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ftafgef,  Samael  Tag^rt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri 
Trtcy,  Pierfe  Van  CoiHamit,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Dtvid  R.  Wttlkma,  WilUam  Widgeiy,  and  Thomaa 
Wiiion. 

Nati — Wiltiam  Andanon,  8teYenion  Archer,  Wil- 
iiim  W.  Bibb,  Wm.  Biaekledgw,  Harmaitiia  Blaedter, 
Elijah  Brigham,  Wilfiam  Butlar,  Matthew  Clay,  WIN 
fiaiD  Crawford,  John  Dawaon,  Thomaa  R.  GokJt  Bollisg 
fiall,  John  A*  Harper,  Aylett  Hawea,  Joaaph  Kent, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joaeph  Lefisvar,  Aaron  I»yle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Hugh 
Nelion,  l*honias  Newton,  James  Pleaaants,  jun^  John 
Randolph,  John  Roan^ Jonathan  Roberts,  John  Sevier, 
Joha  Smith,  William  Strong,  George  M.  Troop,  Charles 
Turner,  jun.,  Leonard  White,  Richard  Winn,  and  Rob- 
ert Wright. 

The  main  questioa,  viz :  on  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  to  a  third. reading,  was  then  put  and 
Degatived.  For  the  third  reading,  51 ;  against  it, 
59.  as  follows : 

Ykas — John  Baker,  Harmanns  Bleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  Jamea  Breckenridge,  £Hjah  Brigham,  Epaphro- 
ditua  Champion,  Langdon  Ohevea,  James  Cochran, 
Lewis  Condict,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Roger  Davis, 
WiUiam  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
GolUaborougb,  Edwin  Gray,  Jacob  Hufty,^ John  M.  Hy- 
neman,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  WiUiam  R.  King, 
Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Milnor,  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Ran- 
dolph, William  Reed,  Bbenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sam* 
moos,  Richard  Sunford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow, 
Lewis  B.  8tiirg«8,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
Badge,  Uri  Trmcy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jnn.,  Laban 
Wbeaton,  Lemiani  White,  Robert  WhiiehiU,  Da^d 
K.  Williama,  William  Widgery,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  WiUiaffl  Anderson,  Ste- 
Teosf>n  Archer,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Baasett,  WiUiam 
W.  Bibb,  William  BUckledge,  Robert  Brown,  WUliam 
Batler,  John  C  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clop- 
toa,  William  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
Samuel  Dinamoor,  Elias  Eatle,  William  Findley,  James 
Fiik.  Thomas  Gholson,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawes,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Abner 
Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyie, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  An- 
thony New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Wil- 
liam Piper,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William 
Strong,  George  M.  Trot^  Charlea  Turner,  jnn.,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

So  the  resolotioQ  was  rejected. 


to  whom  is  committed  the  last-mentioQed  bill 
from  the  Senate. 

An  engrossed  bill  authoriziog  the  catting  a  ca- 
nal around  the  west  end  of  the  dam  or  causeway 
from  xMasoo's  Island  to  the  Virginia  shore,  and 
for  other  purposes,''  was  read  the  third  time,  aad 
passed. 

Mr.  Reed  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  mer- 
cbaots  of  Boston,  In  Massachusetts,  stating  that 
they  have  an  immense  amount  of  property  in  the 
dominions  of  Qreat  Britain,  the  safety  of  which 
is  jeopardized  by  the  state  of  the  relations  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  praying  permission 
to  draw  their  said  properly  from  Great  Britain 
and  her  dependencies,  under  such  provisions  as 
shall  be  reasonable  and  just. 

Some  debate  took  place  on  the  question  of  ref- 
erence of  this  petition. 

Mr.  Rbea  moved  to  postpone  it  to  the  fourth 
of  July  next. 

Mr.  Reed  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  refer  the  petition  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  similar 
petitions  have  been  referred,  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative. 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARIES  OF  WAR. 

The  House  resolvcid  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  supple- 
mentary lo  the  act  to  establish  an  Execative  de- 
partment, to  be  deBominated  the  Department  of 


ar. 


Thursday,  April  30. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^'respecting  assoeia- 
tioas  for  maritime  seeority,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ''concemiDg  mer- 
ebant  vessels  armed  for  defence,"  was  read  twice, 
and  eofflinitted  to  the  Committee oi  the  Whole 


W 

After  some  time  spent  in  Committee,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported  the  bill 
with  an  amendment. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rhba  to  strikeout 
the  third  section  of  th«  bill,  giving  authority  to 
the  senior  Assistant  in  eases  of  disability,  dbc.,  to 
perform  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  War ;  and  the 
motion  was/negatived. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Davenport  to 
strike  ottt  from  the  first  section  of  the  bill  the 
words  **  Assistant  Secretaries,"  for  the  purpose  of 
inserting  '*  clerks."  This  motion  was  also  nega- 
tived. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williams  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  and  negatived. 

Mr<  Grundy  remarked,  that  it  must  be  grateful 
to  the  feelings  of  every  man  acquainted  with  the 
difficulties  at  present  attending  the  War  Office, 
to  observe  the  liberality  of  sentiment  displayed 
by  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  present  ques- 
tion under  discussion,  towards  the  individual  who 
presides  in  that  office.  It  had  become  his  duty, 
in  some  degree,  to  acquaint  himself  with  the 
i>U8iness  in  that  Department,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  conducted ;  and  he  felt  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that,  in  his  opinion,  organized  as  it 
now  is,  it  coiud  not  have  been  managed  to  greater 
advantage.  And  if,  said  Mr.  O.,  the  buzz  which 
we  have  heard  against  the  Secretary  of  War 
should  produce  any  effect  upon  bis  standing  as  a 
high  and  responsible  officer  of  the  Government, 
I  should  ever  consider  htm  the  most  injured  man 
in  the  nation.    Let.  gentlemen  look  at  the  duties 
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which  be  has  been  compelled  to  perform^and  those 
which  in  a  state  of  war  must  aevolve  upon  him, 
and  ask  themselres  whether  the  man  exists  qual- 
ified to  give  geoeral  satisfaction  under  such  cir- 
cumstances ?     Hitherto,  he  has  discharged  the 
duties  of  Quartermaster  General,  Commissary 
Gkneral,  and  all  those  functions  which  properly 
belong  to  the  whole  Staffdepartment  of  the  Army. 
He  has  also  the  claims  of  pensioners  to  attend  to ; 
and  every^  member  who  has  served  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  knows  the  labor  this  business 
requires.    In  addition  to  these  duties,  he  is  bound 
to  correspond  with  the  Indian  agents  in  the  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  Union,  and  to  superintend 
the  land  warrants  issued  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, which  originally  proceed  from  his  office. 
And,  sir,  the  great  operations  of  organizing  a  large 
Army — in  fact,  the  whole  preparations  for  war — 
have  fallen  upon  one  man,  altogether  unaided  by 
clerks  of  expierience:  for,  not  one  of  his  assist- 
ants has  been  in  the  office  twelve  months.    Sir, 
said  Mr.  G.  I  will  endeavor  to  take  a  view  of  the 
subject  before  the  House,  which  has  not  been 
taken  by  other  gentlemen,  but  which  I  deem  im- 
portant on  this  occasion.    He  did  not  think  these 
Assistant  Secretaries  should  be  regarded  as  mere 
clerks,  who  were  to  render  clerical  services  only. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  they  were  to  aid  the  Head 
of  the  Department, not  only  with  their  hands,  but 
with  their  minds.    It  was  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment that  every  important  movement,  in  the 
coarse  of  a  war,  was  to  emanate.    Any  defect 
there,  will,  in  a  great  degree,  have  its  influence 
on  every  military  operation.    He  inclined  to  the 
belief  that  such  a  portion  of  talenu  had  not  fallen 
to  the  lot  of  any  mortal  being,  as  would  qualify 
him  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  station  with- 
out assistance.    Mr.  G.  said,  we  ought  to  have  a 
Board  of  War,  or  some  substitute  for  one,  which 
will  combine  its  advantages,  and  at  the  same  time 
avoid  those  objections  which  exist  to  the  opera- 
tion of  such  a  tribunal.    What,  sir,  said  be,«re  the 
objections  to  a  Board  of  War,  as  it  existed  dur- 
ing the  Revolution  ?    It  was  composed  of  several 
individuals,  equal  in  power ;  they  were  to  deliber- 
ate on  most  important  measures:  they  became  at 
once  a  debating  assembly,  which  naturally  pro- 
duced delay,  distraction  m  council,  and  want  of 
responsibility.   These  were  the  evils  which  taught 
all  men,  who  saw  and  felt  its  practical  effeets,  to 
condemn  the  institution.    But,  while  we  discover 
and  condemn  these  defects,  we  should  act  un- 
wisely to  forego  the  advantages  which  must  result 
from  an  establishment  on  principles  in  some  re- 
spects dissimilar.    In  the  War  Department,  there 
sikould  be  found  experience  and  military  skill 
sufficient  to  perform,  with  promptitude  and  accu- 
racy, the  iinportant  duties  which  devolved  on  the 
Board  of  war  in  the  Revolution.    You  should 
not  diminish  the  quantum  of  talents  which  is  to 
give  vigor  to  the  national  action.    And,  sir,  in 
what  manner  can  you  provide  more  effectually  to 
combine  talepts,  re8i)onsibility,  and  uniformity.  ^ 
than  by  passing  the  bill  on  your  table  ?    These 
Secretaries  are  to  aid  and  assist  the  Secretary  of 
War  j  they  are  to  act  under  his  immediate  diree-  ( 


tion.    He  will  alone  be  responsible  to  the  coun- 
try, and  you  will  be  benefitted  by  the  assistance 
of  two  able  military  men,  each  of  whom  will  have 
a  separate  and  distinct  doty  assigned  to  him  in 
the  War  Office,  and  thereby  relieve  the  head  of 
the  Department  trom  that  pressure  of  business  to- 
which  no  man  is  equal.    Sir,  when  your  Army 
is  in  motion,  what  should  be  the  employment  of 
the  Secretary  of  War?    His  time  will  be  almost 
entirely  occupied  in  superintending  arrangements 
and  oroers  to  those  who  are  to  execute  his  orders ; 
he  will  have  no  leisure  to  devote  to  the  details  of 
business.    In  such  a  state  o6  things,  I  ask  gentle- 
men whether  abundant  reason  does  not  exist  for 
the  passage  of  this  bill.    Sir,  we  are  changing 
from  a  state  of  peace  to  that  of  war.    In  a  nation 
lon^  accustomed  to  peaceful  habits  —  a  people 
divided  in  opinion — this  operation  is  not  easily 
effected.    It  requires  time — it  requires  talents  and 
perseverance;  not  the  talents  of  one  man  only, 
out  of  many.    And  when  it  is  urged  as  an  objec- 
tion to  this  bill,  that  a  due  degree  of  responsibil- 
ity will  not  be  secured,  let  gentlemen  make  the 
comparison,  and  see  whether  the  Secretaries  con- 
templated will  not  be  responsible  in  the  same 
manner  that  the  different  members  of  the  Cabinet 
are  to  the  President.    And  the  chief  officer  in  the 
War  Department  will  be  accountable  to  the  coun- 
try, in  the  same  manner  that  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate is  now  answerable  for  the  official  conduct  of 
his  Secretaries. 

Mr.  G.  observed  that  no  other  plan,  he  be- 
lieved, could  be  suggested,  by  which  to  give  effi- 
ciency to  the  War  Department,  and  at  the  same 
time  render  a  single  individual  responsible  for 
the  management  of  the  whole  business.  Under 
these  impressions  he  should  vote  for  the  bill  ii» 
its  present  form,  and  against  any  amendment 
which  would  tend  to  a  destruction  of  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  the  bill  was  founded. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  observed  he  bad  roted 
against  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut to  strike  out  aanttani  tecreiariea  and 
insert  clerks^  because,  if  carried,  he  could  not  see 
how  the  evils  he  apprehended  would  grow  out  of 
the  proposed  alterations  in  the  War  Department, 
or  those  suggested  by  the  gentleman  would  in 
anywise  be  remedied  ;  it  was  not  to  the  title  given 
these  sub-officers  he  objected,  but  to  their  crea- 
tion. Their  duties  and  powers,  being  defined  by 
law,  would  be  precisely  the  same,. whether  they 
were  called  clerks  or  assistant  secretaries.  The 
provisions  of  the  bill,  therefore,  could  not  be  less 
objectionable  if  amended,  as  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman, than  they  now  stand,  as  reported  by  the 
select  committee.  He  considered  the  only  true 
remedy — the  most  expeditfous  as  well  as  fair 
course — was  to  strike  out  the  first  section  alto- 
gether. He  opposed  the  proposition  for  creating^ 
two  unde^ secretaries  with  great  reluctance;  but 
the  more  he  considered  the  subject,  the  more  sat- 
isfactorily was  he  convinced  that  it  was  neither 
expedient  or  necessary.  Indeed,  it  was  with 
great  distrust  of  his  own  judgment,  and  solici- 
tude to  be  convinced  of  its  necessity,  that  his  at- 
tention had  been  directed  to  thesubjecL    The 
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cbvirmao  who  reported  the  bill  had  pal  into  his 
bands  an  official  paper  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  stating  the  facta  which  ought  to  induce  the 
estabiishmeiu  of  these  additional  officers  in  his 
departmeoU 

[Mr.  Haepbr  objected,  that  although  the  paper 
WAS  furniaked  the  eommittee,  it  was  not  official.] 

Mr.  W.  coationed,  that  if  the  gentlemaD  had 
th«  least  ob|eetioo  to  his  reading;  the  paper^  or 
coosidered  tbat  it  was  in  the  slightest  possible 
degree  improper,  be  would  cheerfully  abstain 
from  it.  Mr.  W.  then  read  the  paper,  eootaioing 
a  condensed  view  of  the  Military  Establishment, 
us  progressive  increase  since  1802,  and  the  re- 
spective brunches  of  occupation  incident  to  it, 
together  with  an  enaafteration  of  the  various 
liaties  heretofore  performed  by  the  Becreiary  of 
War,  in  theaiselTes  very  important  and  laborious, 
and  requiring  the  energies  of  a  mind  abstracted 
from  all  other  considerations.  But,  unfortunately^, 
Mr.  W.  saidy  be  could  not  shut  his  eyes  to  this 
remarkable  declaration  in  the  paper ;  not  so  re- 
markable for  its  truth  as  its  introduction  thefe, 
laai  ''the  cfetai^oi, and  not  the  general  duties, 
iiave  caused  the  embarrassment."  With  this  dec- 
laration before  him,  and  in  the  handwriting  of 
the  Secretary  himself*  how  was  it  4)Ossible  to  be- 
lieve the  persons  necessary  for  the  discharge  of 
general,  not  detail  duties,  were  those  that  were 
required  ?  Here  Mr.  W.  entered  at  large  into  an 
eiamination  of  the  general  and  detail  duties  of 
the  department,  and  by  whom  respectively  per- 
formed. If,  attid  he,  there  were  more  persons 
wanted  to  perform  these  detail  duties,  I  would 
most  cheer fnliy  vote  for  them,  provided  they 
were  not  createid  in  a  q;tanner  thai  would  embar- 
rass and  djaorsaniae,  instead  of  assisting  the  de- 
partment. These  officers,  being  appointed  bv 
ibe  President  nod  approved  by  the  Senate  would, 
ia  a  ^reat  degree,  be  independent  of  the  Head  of 
tile  Department.  As  such,  he  eodld  not  bat  ap- 
prehend that,  iaatead  of  infusing  life,  energy,  and 
promptnesa,  they  would  create  indecision,  oocer- 
ttioty,  and  discord  in  the  department,  and,  by 
dividing,  weaken  the  responsibility.  He  believed 
tbe  performance  of  tlie  various  and  multiplied 
branches  of  duty,  in  the  beat  appointed  and  largest 
miiitary  institutions  of  Europe,  depend  on  one 
iodividual  hcaid  to  each ;  but  it  we  are  not  lo  look 
10  £urope  for  examples,  he  considered  our  own 
experience  woiild  not  justify  the  proposition. 
Tbere  were  certainly  many  present  who  do  re- 
collect the  disadvantages  of  a  *'  Board  of  War," 
during  the  Revolatien,  which,  we  all  know,  not** 
withstanding  the  modifications  it  received,  was 
boally  abolished,  and  under  the  patronage^  of  the 
Father  of  bis  Country,  a  single  Secretary  estab* 
lisbed  in  its  stead.  When  one  of  the  great  de- 
partments of  Government  is  about  to  be  changed, 
disorganized,  he  would  say,  it  sorely  is  desirable 
to  resort  to  the  experience  of  past  times,  and  to 
consider  well  the  authority  for  the  present  estab- 
lishment, before  we  break  it  down,  in  doing  which 
none  of  oa  may  be  able  to  anticipate  the  mischiefs 
wbich  may  result  therefrom.  • 

But  if  these  offcers  ara  not  to  be  independent 


of  the  principal  Secretary,  bnt  altogether  sabser- 
vient  to  him,  the  salaries  are  enormous.  In  that 
case,  they  are  mere  clerks  to  ])erform  the  details 
of  the  office,  and  not  to  preside  over  Northern 
and  Southern  departments,  as  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nelson.)    The 

Sentleman  seems  to  ioainuate,  that  I  do  not  an* 
erstand  the  provisions  of  the  bilL  It  is  not  ma- 
terial to  determine  whether  the  fault  is  in  it  or 
myself;  but,  surely,  if  it  were  more  unlike  his 
speech,  partaking  less  of  unity  and  trinity^  and 
trinity  and  unity,  its  perspicuity  would  sustain  no 
injury* 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  considered  it  worse  than  false 
economy  so  to  restrict  the  number  of  clerks  in  a 
Department  as  to  make  it  necessary  that  the  Sec- 
retary should  perform  other  duties  (ban  those  of 
a  general  nature. .  Hence  it  follows,  that  any  man 
ofarrangemeat  and  system,  snfficie at  for  the  cor- 
rect regulation  of  a  corps  ot  ten  thousand  men, 
may  direct  an  army  of  superior  force.  But  it  has 
been  contended  that,  as  the  Military  Establish- 
ment has  been  increased  from  four  to  thirty-five 
thoasand  men,  the  labor  of  the  Secretary  must  be 
increased  proportionably.  This,  he  believed,  was 
altogether  a  mistake.  If  there  had  been  no  cor^ 
responding  increase  of  officers,  to  preside  over  and 
conduct,  under  the  directions  oi  the  Secretary, 
the  various  increased  branches  of  duty  growing 
out  of  this  angmeiuatton,  his  drud^ry  would,  in* 
deed,  he  insu&mble.  But  sOch  is  not  the  fact. 
He  defied  gentlemen  to  point  out  a  single  braach 
of  duty,  heretofore  superintended  directly  by  the  ' 
Secretary,  save  that  of  invalid  pensions,  from 
which  he  was  not  to  be  relieved  by  the  authori- 
zation of  a  particular  head  for  each  \  and,  surely, 
a  Secretary  is  not  wanted  to  superintend  invalid 
pensions,  a  duty  heretofore  satisfactorily  done  by 
a  clerk  1  When,  therefore,  gentlemen  talk  of  the 
increase  of  the  Army^  as  imposing  duties  which 
no  individnal.oan  perform,  tney  should  treat  the 
Department  which  superintends  it,  not  as  it  was, 
but  as  it  most  be,  when  the  whole  military  organ- 
ization is  filled  up.  For  what  have  you  created 
an  .Adjutant  General,  an  Inspector  General,  a 
Commissary  Geaeral  of  Purchases,  a  i^uarter- 
master  General,  and  their  respective  numerous 
deputies,  assistant  deputies,  and  clerks,  but  to  su- 
perintend and  perform  the  duties  respectively  as- 
signed to  each  1  Even  from  the  great  and  op- 
pressive labor  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see (Mr.  Grumdt)  seems  so  much  to  deprecate, 
the  *^  issuing  of  military  land  warrants,'^  he  has 
been  relieved.  If  the  gentleman  will  examine 
the  law  establishing  a  land  office  in  the  Treasurv 
Department,  passed  at  the  present  session,  he  will 
find  that  all  the  duty  which  the  Secretary  of  War 
has  now  to  perforin^  in  relation  to  that  subjecty 
is  coDdprised  in  affixing  bis  signature  to  the  war* 
rant  only.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  be 
could  not  but  believe  there  were  thousands  of  in* 
dividuaU  perfectly  adequate  to  the  correct  ar- 
rangement abd  prompt  execution  of  all  the  duties 
of  the  Department. 

But  the  worthy  aentleman.  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Taoizp)ha8  said,  these  sub-Secretaries  are  neces- 
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sary,  becaase  the  organiCBtion  and  arranjr^ment 
of  the  War  Department  is  no  better  calculated 
for  the  preparations  of  war.  or  the  soecessful  nan- 
agetnent  of  it,  than  an  ordinary  coon  ting-house. 
He  could  not  admit  this  to  be  the  fact.  But,  if 
it  was,  he  apprehended  the  remedy  proposed 
would  not  reach  the  disease.  To  hiro,  nothing 
appeared  more  unreasonable  than  to  expect  order 
and  correct  arrangement  from  a  monster  with 
three  beads,  as  a  **  bashaw  with  three  tails." 

He  was  bound  to  credit  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Grondt.)  as  he  was  of  the  Com- 
foiuee  of  Foreign  Relations,  that  these  Under- 
Secretaries  were  to  be  the  counsellors  of  the 
principal  ope;  but,  even  in  that  character,  be 
«ould  not  feel  reconciled  to  them.  In  his  opinion, 
that  would  only  lend  to  increase  their  independ- 
ence, and  in  the  same  proportion  to  criale  dis- 
union, discord,  and  indecision.  He  submitted  to 
the  gentleman,  whether  the  right  to  adrise  did 
not,  in  some  degree,  inrolve  the  necessity  to  obey. 
Besides,  he  considered  that,  on  alJ  great  questions 
requiring  counsel,  the  President  and  his  Cabinet 
were,  in  some  measure,  of  counsel  to  him.  While 
selected,  as  they  had  been,  for  the  eieellenee  of 
their  characters,  he  wanted  to  see  no  discordant 
aub-agencies  introduced  among  them.  When 
such  salaries  and  patronage  as  they  enjoy,  shall 
fail  to  call  into  the  public  service  counsellors  suf- 
ficiently wise  and  able,  he  could  not  but  consider 
it  unnecessary  and  desperate  to  attempt  it  through 
the  medium  of  three  tnousand  dollars. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  all  those  who  are 
aeriously  disposed  to  perfect  our  preparations  for 
war  ought  to  support  the  measure,  seeing  the 
President,  on  whom  the  responsibility  and  con- 
ducting of  the  war  rests,  bas  recorooaeoded  it. 
This  he  considered  the  strongest  argument  that 
bad  or  could  be  urged  in  favor  of  it;  certminly  it 
was  this  consideration  that  had  induced  htm  to 
labor  with  himself  for  conviction  of  its  expedteo- 
cy ;  but  the  objections  were,  to  bis  mind,  too  strong 
and  clear  to  admit  a  doubt;  and ^  although  the 
profligate  injustice  and  outrage  perpetrated  on 
the  rights  and  property  of  his  country  bad  con- 
vinced him  of  the  dreadful  necessity  of  main- 
taining them  by  war,  he  could  not,  therefore,  con- 
sider himself  bound  to  relinquish  all  his  judg- 
*  ment,  little  as  it  may  be,  to  the  conductor  of  the 
war. 

Mr.  W.  concluded,  by  observing,  such  were  the 
mischiefs  he  apprehended  might  arise  from  pass- 
ing the  bill,  he  should  vote  tot  striking  out  the 
first  section. 

Mr.  Troup  said,  that  he  was  not  surprised  at 
an  opposition  coming  from  one  quarter  (the  Fed- 
eral side)  of  the  House.  Gentlemen  who  are 
equally  opposed  to  war,  and  every  preparation 
for  war,  were  consistent,  when  they  object  to  a 
measure  which  was  as  necessary  to  the  war  as 
arms  or  ammunition.  In  the  wretched,  deplora- 
bly wretched  organization  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, it  was  impossible  either  to  begin  the  war 
or  to  conduct  it.  In  its  present  organization,  it 
was  a  merecounting-houseestablishment-*a  prin- 
cipal and  eight  clerks  without  gradation  of  au- 


t h orttv  or  d  istribotion  of  doiies.  Gkntlemen  were 
mistalren  in  the  object  of  tbe  bill ;  they  were  not 
clerks  which  they  wanted,  there  were  clerks 
enough ;  it  was  respectability  of  character  and 
knowledge  of  military  detail  that  wna  required—* 
how  was  it  to  be  obtained?  Certainly,  creating 
a  respectable  office,  vi^ith  n  respectable  salary — a 
mere  clerkship,  of  fifteen  bundled  dollars  a  year—, 
eould  not  be  expected  to  command  either.  A  mto 
who  had  never  gone  to  the  Department  to  look 
into  its  organization,  would  naturally  suppose 
that  the  various  and  multiplied  duties  of  it  were 
divided  and  distributed  among  the  clerks,  and 
that,  in  that  way,  they  were  enabled  to  get  along 
wi  ih  the  business ;  but  what  was  the  fact  ?  Why, 
the  clerks  were  little  more  than  so  maoy  book- 
keeper*, whilst  the  general  powers  and  details  of 
office  devolved  almost  ezelosivvl^  on  the  Secre- 
tary— a  weight  of  business  to  which  the  indu5try 
and  capacity  of  no  one  man  wereadeqaate.  Geo- 
tiemea  ought  to  consider  that  the  labor  of  office, 
like  every  other  description  of  tabor,  to  be  pro- 
ductive, ou<rht  to  be  subdivided.  In  the  orgaoi- 
zation  of  office,  three  things  ought  to  be  constd- 
ered*-tbe  general  power,  the  details,  and  the  ex- 
ecution, the  union  of  these,  in  aoy  one  persoo,  is 
the  worst  possible  organization ;  it  is  the  judicious 
distribttlton  of  them,  the  confiding  the  general 
powers  to  one,  the  details  to  a  second,  and  the  ex- 
ecution to  a  third,  which  constitutes  the  most 
perfect  organization  to  office.  By  the  bill  under 
consideration,  it  was  proposed  to  confide  the  gen- 
eral superintending  to  the  Secretary,  tbo  details 
to  the  subordinate  Secretaries,  leaving  the  clerks 
of  office  where  wo  foood  them ;  the  two  Under- 
Secretaries  were  made  subordinate  to  preserve  re- 
sponsihility — respoastbilicy  divided,  is  destroyed; 
it  was  therefore  left  in  the  Secretary  of  War,  us- 
impaired.  If  gentlemen  were  not  satisfied  with 
what  he  had  stated,  they  had  only  to  go  to  the 
War  Office  and  satisfy  themseUcs. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Wil- 
liams) was  incorrect  in  his  ideas  of  the  organiza- 
tion ot  the  old  Revolutionary  Board  of  War.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  the  bosrd 
was  composed  of  five  members  of  Congress  se- 
leeted'for  their  military  talent  and  general  iatel- 
ligenee.  They  had  their  clerks.  As  well  qaali- 
fied  as  the  members  of  that  board  may  have  beeo. 
it  was  soon  discovered  they  were  oaequal  to  the 
business  of  the  office.  At  short  intervals,  ss  ap- 
pears from  the  old  Journals,  other  members  were 
added  to  the  board,  but  in  less  than  six  months  from 
its  first  institution,  the  Congress,  finding  it  imper- 
fect in  its  organization,  and  inadequate  to  its  end. 
dissolved  it.  In  its  stead  thay  substituted  three 
principal  Secretaries,  selected  from  the  wbole 
country,  and  distinguished  for  their  military  abil' 
ity.  The  first  named  was  their  President,  and  thef 
had  a  Secretary,  and  as  many  clerks  as  they  pleas- 
ed to  appoint.  As  the  businesaof  the  department 
increased,  Congress  went  on  making  additioos  to 
the  board  from  their  own  body,  and,  as  well  as  I 
recollect,  it  was  this  board,  eo  constituted,  which 
carried  us  through  the  Revolution.  Let  it  be  re- 
memfaered  that  they  had  not,  oa  an  average  of 
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lavm  yetr^  more  tban  thirt|  tl»4NiMiKl  men  in 
the  ield ;  tbat  their  duties  were  appropriaiely 
tbow  of  a  board  of  war  only ;  that  they  had  no 
iortlid  pensioos,  do  Indians,  no  military  land 
bosiness,  to  ncnage ;  and  that,  above  all,  the 
tortermaster  General.  Commissary  (General, 
tod  Ordaaoee  Departments,  were  distinctly  or- 
pDized,  and  admirably  conducted.  Whether  the 
ori^nizattoD  of  this  board  was  the  best  possible 
orgioixation,  be  woald  not  pretend  to  say.  Cer- 
tain it  was,  the  war  had  been  brought  to  a  success- 
ful termination.  He  wentd-say  noihinff  in  rela- 
lioD  to  the  Military  Bstablisbment  prior  to  the 
year  1800.  In  that  year,  however,  toe  Military 
t^eue  Establishment  consisted  of  one  regiment 
of  artillery,  and  two  regiments  of  infantry.  The 
Qaarier master's  office  was  established.  The  Sec- 
retiry  of  War  then  had  to  perform,  besides  the 
duties  appropriately  belonging  to  the  War  De- 
^rtraeni,  the  duties  of  Q,uartermaster  Gkneral, 
Cooamissary  Gkneral,  and  Master  of  Ordnanee ; 
the  business  of  the  Indian  Department,  military 
iaodfv  snd  invalid  pensions.  FortiS cations,  ar- 
s«oals,  armories,  magtsines  and  military  posts, 
advln<^es  to  contractors,  and  ail  the  oorrespond- 
foce  growing  out  of  these  various  branches,  most 
bare  made  no  trifling  addition  to  them.  Small 
as  WIS  the  estabttshraent  of  that  period,  there 
most  have  been  an  aecumnlatioii  and  pressore  of 
bofioms  far  exceeding  the  ability  of  any  one  man 
to  disehirge  with  fidelity  to  the  public.  How,  it 
may  be  asked,  wa^  be  able  to  get  alons  ?  The 
answer  is,  a«  best,  badly.  The  state  of  tne  coun- 
try was  a  state  of  peace ;  the  inattention,  the  neg- 
l«c(;  the  oversight,  inseparable  from  such  a  sur- 
charge—injurious as  they  mu^t  have  been  to  the 
pablic  aerviee,  roinoos  as  they  would  have  been 
ID  a  state  of  war — were  not  felt.  If  feh,  were 
Dot  severely  felt ;  if  severely  feh,  were  not  com- 
ptaioed  of.  With  all  tills  accumulation  and  pres- 
sure t}pon  the  department,  we  went  on  to  increase 
the  duties.  In  the  year  180B  we  added  six  thou- 
Qod  men  to  the  establishment,  more  than  doub- 
ling the  duties  at  a  dash.  We  gave  no  additional 
aid  to  the  Department.  It  was  in  the  year  ld09 
that  Geoeral  Dearborn,  a  man  of  vigorous  mind, 
of  extensive  knowledge  of  detail,  and  of  indefat* 
iftble  industry,  eoing  out  of  office,  declared  that 
triebnsiness  of  the  Department  had  increased  be* 
Tood  what  the  capacity  of  any  one  man  could 
jKrform,  and  that  some  aid  and  assistance  was 
isdispeosable  to  the  pnblie  service,  whoever  his 
saeeessor  might  be.  His  successor  f  the  present 
iocumbenr)  aeeordipgly  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
fhairman  of  the  Military  Committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate, representing  the  necessity  uf  additional  aid, 
»d  particularly  advising  the  establishment  of  a 
Qoarterraaiiter's  Department.  The  subject  was 
considered,  I  believe,  but  no  bill  passed.  Now,  in 
tbeyear  1812,  we  add  twenty-five  thousand  men 
to  the  establishment,  are  about  to  enter  into  a 
state  of  war,  and  gentlemen  cannot  yet  see  the 
expediency  of  new  organizing  the  Department. 
Sappose  we  were  thus  to  multiply  tenfold  the 
basioess  of  any  other  Department,  without  in* 
creasing  the  officers  or  salaries  of  that  Depart- 


ment, do  gentlemen  think  they  would  not  be  called 
upon  for  assistaiMe  ?  It  is  true  we  are  alleviating 
the  harden  by  the  organi2atioa  of  the  Q»uarter- 
master,  Commiksary.  and  Ordnance  Departments, 
but  let  gentlemen  ask  themselves,  in  a  spirit  of 
candor,  if  the  direction  of  a  force  of  twenty* 
five  thousand  men,  the  general  orders,  and  the 
general  correspondence,  are  wit  enough  for  any 
one  man,  loaded,  as  he  must  be,  with  the  entire  . 
responsibility  of  the  Deparimeni?  Let  them  ask 
themselves  if  the  details  of  such  an  office,  di- 
vided between  the  two  subordinate  Secretariea, 
would  leave  much- leisure  to  men  who,  besides 
the  ordinary  duties,  will  have  the  re-examination 
of  all  contested  accounts,  the  ascertainment  of 
baUnces,  and  the  making  advances  to  eontrael-^ 
ors}  the  business  of  courts  martial,  and  the  more 
troublesome  business  of  members  of  Congress, 
who  crowd  the  offices  from  morning  to  night,  and 
who  can  never  be  turned  off  unsatisfied  ?  Sir,  the  - 
aurprise  ia  not  that  everything  has  not  been  done, 
but  thai,  loaded  and  oppressed  a«  he  is,  anything 
has  been  done  with  advantage  to  the  public  ser- 
vice. That  it  has  been  well  done,  nobody  can 
expect;  a  secretary  and  eight  book-keepers  are 
not  equal  to  one-liatf  the  duties.  The  reason 
urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nbl- 
80if)  and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Johnson)  cannot  be  too  much  insisted  on.  The 
President  has  recommended  it.  Will  we  refuse 
him  the  tseftiis  of  either  beginning  or  carrying  it 
on  ?  if  gentlemeti  reject  the  bill,  and  are  earncat . 
for  the  war,  they  must  substitute  something.  Aid 
must  be  given  to  the  Department.  Not  the  aid 
of  clerkabip,  but  the  aid  of  respectable  charac- 
ter— of  competent  knowledge  or  military  detail. 
One  thing  is,  to  me,  absolutely  certain ;  the  De- 
partment must  be  new  organized,  or  the  war 
preparations  must  stop.  No  man  in  the  country  ' 
IS  equal  to  one<*half  the  duties  which  devolve  on 
the  present  Secretary. 

Mr.  Habpbb  observed  that,  after  the  able  re- 
marks on  this  floor,  showing  the  importance  of 
adopting  this  measure  as  preparatory  to  a  great 
event,  he  would  not  consume  the  time  of  the 
House  in  attempting  to  offer  any  new  ideas,  either 
as  to  the  propriety  or  the  policjf  of  the  quesition. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  would  eonnne  his  observations  to 
a  single  poinc  It  has  been  intimated  in  this  de- 
bate that  this  measure  has  been  proposed,  not  on 
account  of  its  intrinsic  importance,  but  to  prop 
up  an  inefficient  officer  of  Gk)vernment  who  has 
been  tardy  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  func- 
tions. Permit  me,  said  he,  to  state  a  few  facts, 
and  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that  the  Execn- 
tire,  instead  of  being  tardy,  has  followed  up  every 
measure  adopted  by  Congress,  with  promptitude, 
and,  in  some  instances,  have  gone  in  advance 
of  that  body.  It  will  be  recollected,  sir,  said  Mr. 
B.,  that  on  the  elerenth  of  January  last,  an  act 
passed  raising  twenty-five  thousand  additional 
troops,  and  on  the  fifteenth  of  the  same  month, 
orders  were  given  by  the  War  Department  to  the 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  to  furnish,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  supplies  of  the  old  Army,  clothing 
cdtanplete  fo»  the^additional  tweafty*flve  thoiuana. 
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In  this  order,  the  Sceretaty  of  War  took  Q|fon 
'  himself  a  responsiblity  never  before  assumed  by 
any  officer  or  Gorernmeat,  for  the  law  making 
appropriations  for  the  Army  did  not  pass  uatu 
the  twenty 'first  day  of  February. 

On  the  24th  of  Febiuary,  only  three  days  after 
the  appropriation  for  paying  the  troopi^  near  six 
hundred  candidates  were  nominated  to  the  Sen- 
ated  for  officers.  On  the  12th  of  March,  the  Sen- 
ate approved  the  nominations,  and  they  were  re- 
turned to  the  War  Office  on  the  13th ;  and  in  twp 
days  from  that  time,  official  notice  of  appoint- 
ments were  sent  to  every  officer,  in  every  section 
of  the  country  ;  and,  before  it  coald  be  officially 
known  that  the  officers  who  were  appointed  could 
accept,  recruiting  orders  and  instructions,  with 
money  for  bounties  and  premiums,  were  forward- 
ed hy  the  War  Department  to  every  quarter  of 
the  country. 

It  will  be  recollected,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the 
law  providing  for  a  duarterraaster  and  Commis- 
sary's Department,  both  of  which  are  necessary 
in  raising  an  army,  did  not  pass  until  the  28th  of 
March.  Where  then  has  been  the  delay  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  ?  By  reports  from  the  Pur- 
veyor of  Public  Supplies  and  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Public  Stores,  it  appears  that  there  is  cloth* 
ing  in  store,  and  also  that  clothing  has  been  and 
is  going  out,  to  every  State  and  Territory,  suffi- 
cient to  supply  all  recruits  which  can  be  raised. 

By  an  examination  of  the  books  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  it  will  appear  that  the  following 
orders  have  been  issuea  from  that  Department, 
to  the  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies: 
June  14. 1811,  clothing  for  10,000  troopsfor  1812. 
August  10th,  50,000  pounds  of  powder. 
November  23d,  300,000  pounds  of  saltpetre,  and 
200,000  pounds  of  sulphur. 
November  29th,  5,000  blankets. 
December  5th,  purchase  more  powder. 
January  Idth,  1812,  clothing  lor  20,000  troops 
in  addition  to  the  quantity  before  ordered. 

January  18th,  in  addition  to  supplies  for  the  old 
Army,  5,000  common,  1,000  wall  tents.  24,300 
knapsacks,  25,000  canteens.  5,000  camp'  kettles, 
24,300  cartouch  boxes,  and  24,300  bayonets,  scab- 
bards and  belts. 
January  23d,  tin  and  copper. 
January  27th,  the  duck  to  be  purchased  suffi- 
cient to  make  tents  and  knapsacxs  for  the  whole 
Army,  and  leave  1,000  bolts  on  hand. 

February  14tfa,  make  up  the  clothing  for  the 
additional  army,  25,000  suits  and  10,000  rifte 
frocks  ;  procure  100,000  pounds  of  powder  to  be 
manufactured  from  materials  in  store. 

March  16th  and  19th.  the  agent  in  Boston  is 
ordered  to  purchase  duck  for  2.000  common  and 
200  wall  tents,  and  equipments  for  5,000  men,  as 
soon  as  possible. 

April  6th,  100  drums,  300  fifes--Purveyor  is 
ordered  to  purchase  various  articles  of  camp 
equipage  and  Quartermaster's  stores,  not  yet  or- 
dered, and  equipments  for  the  dragoons  and  light 
artillery. 

It  also  appears  by  the  Porveyor'a  teport,  that 
the  following  goods  i^nd  clothing  are  procured : 
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Deoember  9th,  1811,  bought  2,131  boks  of  dQ« 

January  27th,  1812,  3.000  suits  making  up,  coj 
tracted  for,  5,000  cartonch  boxes,  4.500  cott^ 
blankets,  18,400  pair  hose,  i 

March  18th.  bought  10,000  yards  of  wooll< 
forjackets  ana  linings. 

February  9th,  contracted  for  6,000  eartouch  bo| 
es  and  belts. 

February  14tfa,  booght  13,000  yards  kersey,   i 

February  17th,  65^000  yards  of  Roasia  sheeu« 
2,000  pieces  duck. 

February  21st,  contracted  largely  for  hats  a| 
shoes,  cotton  blankets,  drums  ana  kersey.  i 

February  24ih,  contracted  for  20,000  blanket 
15,000  pair  hose,  18,000  yards  Rossik  sheeting.  | 

March  17th,  bought  Russia  sheeting  in  Ne| 
York  for  10,000  rifle  frocks. 

Mareh  24th,  eontracud  for  13,000  felt  ca| 
and  500  swords. 

March  8th,  bought  3.600  blankets,  contract^ 
for  20,000  woollen  and  6,000  cotton  blankets,  li 
000  pantaloons  making,  bought  2^00  yards  cloi 
for  coats,  1,800  caps,  8,000  cartouch  boxes  s^ 
beltA,  knapsacks,  shirts  and  coats  making. 

Mareh  28th,  ofdeted  13,000  caps,  16,000  leath^ 
stocks*  I 

April  20th,  purchased  3,000  pieces  of  duck. 

March  11th,  bought  green  cloth  for  1,100  coat 

April  2d,  has  78,210  military  garments  ^ 
hand.  i 

April  4th,  bought  3,8Q0  blankets,  3^000  pa| 
shoes,  7,000  yards  linen.  j 

April  9th,  about  9,000  garments  sent  to  tl| 
store  since  6th  April,  i 

Apil  14th,  clothing  comes  in  fast,  5,000  has^ 
employed.  | 

April  15tb,  received  that  day  4.530  garmeni 
1,800  cartouch  boxes  and  bells,  has  contract 
for  6,000  axes  and  slings. 

April  18th,  150,000  garments  have  been  di 
livered.  ] 

April  2l8t,  has  agreed  with  Qirard  for  li^ 
blaakeu  and  coarse  cloths  aboard  his  ship.        | 

1  have  been  indaced*  said  Mr.  H.,  to  ma)^ 
these  detailed  statements,  with  a  view  to  ^ 
awav  an  unfounded  charge  against  a  worthy  ao| 
mucn  injured  officer  of  our  Governmenu 

On  engrossing  the  bill  for  a  third  reading—   i 

Mr.  JoBNaoN  said  he  could  not  let  the  preseij 
opportunity  pass  without  troubling  the  Hou^ 
with  a  few  remarks,  although  it  was  not  his  pai 
tioular  duty  to  defend  the  measure  by  argumeoj 
or  not  more  so  than  any  other  member,  as  h\ 
was  not  one  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  so| 
ject  had  been  referred.  He  said  he  suppose^ 
those  members  were  sincere  who  have  stated  j 
as  their  opinion  that  the  appointment  of  tw| 
under  or  sub-Secretaries  to  the  War  Departmeo 
would  not  remedy  the  evils  complained  of.  Bn 
notwithatanding  great  respect  was  always  due  u 
those  who  have  expressed  this  opinion,  he,  for  iiii 
part,  could  not  suppose  that  these  gentlemd 
were  better  nor  as  well  acquainted  with  thi 
remedy  or  with  that  kind  of  aid  which  wooli 
facilitate  the  preparations  for  it  in  the  War  Offici 
than  the  President,  who  had  recommended  thi 
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easoie,  and  tbe  Sccrtlwy  at  War,  who  had  ez- 
essed  the  necessity  of  iu  The  Preaident  and 
•cretary  of  War  bare  the  cootrol  of  ibi$  depart- 
eot;  thejr  koow  its  operations,  its  duties,  its  or- 
sization,  ita  practical  workings,  and  the  vast 
eomuJatioo  of  duty;  and,  with  this  intimate 
lowltfdge  of  the  department,  they  have  reqoest- 
ibe  aid  of  two  subordinate  officers,  sub-secre- 
ies,  Dot  merely  clencaL  but  mental  aid,  to  meet 
e  mterestini:  crisis  of  the  nation  by  a  faithful 
i  speedy  discharge  of  the  important  functions 
this  responsible  deparhnent — then,  sir,  shall 
i,  without  ^ood  cause,  reject  that  which  has 
eo  recommended  by  the  President,  in  whom 
e  hare  so  unanimously  confided,  and  upon 
iaax  devolres  so  many  important  duties  in  a 
ue  of  war  or  in  war  preparations  7  It  is  indis- 
nsable  that  we  should  not  only  have  confidence 
eaeb  other  to  a  reasonable  extent,  but  we  must 
»  unite  with  the  Bseeutive  in  any  plan  which 
tiDiiy  propose  in  carrying  on  war  with  a  for- 
pi  Power.  Without  giving  this  aid  we  never 
osacceed  in  any  arduous  conflict  with  a  pow* 
fol  eoemy — more  especially  should  we  give 
e  facility  required  when  we  see  the  most  pow- 
ful  reasons  lor  its  adoption.  Though  he  was 
t  acquainted  with  all  the  duties  of  the  War 
epartment,  he  said  he  would  venture  to  say 
It  00  udents,  however  splendid,  no  industry, 
(weTer  unwearied,  no  experience,  however  great, 
aid  discharge,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  nation, 
1  the  important  duties  of  that  Department. 
ence,  we  hear  so  much  complaint  about  the 
IOC  of  preparations,  aod  delay  in  organizing  an 
iicient  force  to  meet  the  foes  of  our  country ; 
id,  altiiough  there  had  been  a  real  tardiness  in 
e  war  preparations  and  a  seeming  want  of  des* 
Itch  is  the  War  Office,  an  ezamination  of  the 
liject  would  prove  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
Mi  acted  with  zeal,  abilitv,  and  industry,  and 
at  ceosare  had  unjustly  fallen  upon  him,  where* 
Congress  was  most  to  be  censured,  if  eensi&re 
IS  to  fall  any  where,  fie  said  he  would  ask 
r  the  iadividual  who  could  have  discharged  all 
e  duties  of  the  War  Department  ?  The  duties 
id  details  of  the  Cluartermaster's  department, 
e  Commissary's  department,  the  Ordnance  de- 
irtmeot,  the  superintendence  of  the  Paymaster's 
apartment,  the  superintendence  of  the  military 
^aatjr  lands,  fixing  the  sums  doe  to  the  long  list 
^peasioaers  according  to  their  disability,  the  ftu- 
^Qieodeace  of  Indian  afi&iirs  besides  the  im- 
RUDt  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  War— tftese 
ities  have  all  been  upon  the  bands  of  the  See- 
^tary  of  War,  without  a  staff  officer  or  any 
:aer  officer  to  assist  in  their  discharge.  The 
bject  of  this  brU  is  to  relieve  the  Secretary  of 
Vu  from  the  detailt  of  the  various  branches  of 
is  department,  that  he  may  have  ihe  command 
r  his  time  and  his  mind  to  attend  to  the  general 
iperintendence  of  the  whole,  that  the  public 
iuie  may  not  suffer.  This  reguktion  becomes 
tore  important  as  we  know  the  abuse  to  which 
:^  department  is  liable  by  the  use  of  subordinate 
geats.  In  times  like  these  more  money  will  be 
ipeoded  by  this  department  than  miy  other 


branch  of  the  Gbveroment.  and  it  is  well  known 
that  in  the  disbursement  of  this  money  to  the 
aoaount  of  so  many  millions  we  are  almost  solely 
dependent  upon  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
at  War  for  its  faithful  application;  and  as  the 
laws  now  stand,  the  Secretary  acts,  as  it  respects 
the  money  of  his  Department,  in  the  three-fold 
capacity  of  Comptroller,  Accountant,  and  Seere» 
tary.  Then  let  us  not  load  the  head  of  such  an 
important  office  with  a  host  of  details  which  will 
disqualify  him- from  a  discharge  of  more  import* 
ant  functions.  He  said  he  did  not  rise  to  vindi<* 
eate  the  character  of  the  Secretary  of  War— he 
stood  in  n^ed  of  no  such  aid;  his  conduct  and  his 
acts  would  best  speak  his  merit ;  but  he  would 
state  that  he  considered  the  Secretary  entitled  to 
respect  from  this  House  and  from  this  iiath>n; 
that  he  merited  that  liberality  which  we  claimed 
for  ourselves  in  the  censures  which  had  been 
heaped  upon  us,  and  be  thought  it  not  honorable 
for  the  House  to  countenance  imputations  against 
the  Department  of  War  or  any  officer  of  the 
Qovernment  in  the  same  sentence  that  f  hey  com- 
plained of  denunciations  against  themselves,  more 
especially  when  they  were  equally  as  well  found* 
ed,  if  not  more  substantial.  He  said  he  could  go 
into  an  ezamination  of  facts  which  would  con* 
▼ince  any  unprejudiced  man  that  those  who 
complained  most  of  the  War  Department  were 
most  ignorant  of  the  steps  taken  and  the  doties 
performed  in  it;  but  others  had  been  sufficiently 
toll  upon  that  subject  and  it  wqnld  supersede 
the  necessity  of  a  further  ezaminatiott.  Thus, 
sir,  when  we  are  drawn  to  the  verge  of  war  by 
the  injustice  of  a  foreign  nation,  complaints  are 
made  of  a  tardiness  in  our  preparations  for  war  $ 
when,  in  fact,  we  are  impatiently  sitting  in  our 
places  here,  instead  of  being  on  the  road  to  our 
friends,  for.  want  of  sufficient  preparation  to  de- 
clare w^rj  and  when  the  President,  who  is  to 
carry  on  this  war.  has  asked  us  for  two  officers 
to  promote  the  obiects  of  the  war.  shall  Congress 
hesitate  to  give  all  the  aid  asked  for  that  great 
object  ?  He  hoped  not,  and  under  this  impres- 
sion he  should  take  his  seat. 

The  bill  was  eventually  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  riding.  And  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Frioat,  May  1. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '^  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grtints  and  perfect 
titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of  lands, 
therein  described;"  and  a  bill  ** allowing  an  an- 
nuity to  Arthur  St.  Clair;"  in  which  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

IMir.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  citizens  of  Venezuela;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  MoBBOw,  from  the  Committee  of  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  it  bad  been  referred,  reported 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  fbr  designatipg  and  aur- 
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to  have  sfft red  that  neeeuitj  to  have  laid  asleep 
UDtil  this  dliy. 

Mr.  Tallmadob  said,  that  having  delivered  his 
saotiments  at  some  leagth  when  this  bill  was  be* 
fore  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  he  shoald 
not  discuss  at  large  its  details— he  iatended  to 
move  a  recommitment  of  the  bill  to  the  Military 
Committee,  which  he  now  distfnctly  stated,  that 
the  Speaker  and  the  House  mi^ht  see  the  reler- 
ance  of  his  remarks  to  that  object.  He  begged 
the  House  to  be  assured  that  he  was  inducmi  to 
this  measure,  not  from  any  motive  of  opposition 
to  an  efficient  Department  of  War,  whatever  might 
be  his  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  necessity  of 
the  measure :  but  because  he  felt  convinced  that 
the  proposed  organization  was  radically  defective* 
To  induce  the  House  to  consent  to  the  proposed 
commitment,  Mr.  T.  said  he  would  brieny  exam- 
ine the  prominent  reasons  urged  for  the  passajfe 
of  the  bill  now  on  the  table,  and  hoped  so  to  dis- 
pose of  them  as  to  convince  the  House  that  -the 
proposed  enlargement  of  the  War  Department  is 
unnecessary. 

The  advocates  for  this  bill  have  said  that  the 
duties  relating  to  the  Indian  department  had  be- 
come so  burdensome,  that  additional  assistance 
was  indispensably  necessary.  Mr.  T.  inquired  for 
what  purposes  has  the  Government  authorized  an 
Indian  department,  with  a  superintendent  at  the 
head  of  it  ?  Hsve  we  not  a  bill  now  on  our  tables 
proposing  to  give  an  additional  salary  to  that  offi- 
cer ?  And  of  what  use  can  such  a  separate  de- 
Krtmeot  be  if  the  same  duties  and  services  are  to 
performed  by  one  of  the  Assistant  Secretaries 
at  War  1 

The  duties  relating  to  the  Pension  Bstabltsb- 
ment  of  the  United  States  have  also  been  urged 
in  favor  of  this  bill.  As  to  the  payment  of  pen- 
sions, said  Mr.  T.,  it  is  well  known  that  it  is  done 
without  the  smallest  interference  of  the  Secretary 
at  War.  The  admission  of  pensioners  upon  the 
list  and  the  increase  of  pensions  were  particular- 
ly pointed  out  by  law,  which  required  the  accura- 
cy of  a  clerk  to  arrange,  and  when  duly  registered 
Were  reported  to  the  House,  and  by  them  always 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  whose  re- 
port upon  them  was  final  and  conclusive. 

Another  class  of  claims  upon  the  time  of  the 
Secretary  at  War,  was  the  issuing  of  military 
land  warrants.  Now,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  members 
of  this  House  have  had  so  much  to  do  with  ob- 
taining land  warrants,  that  all  must  recollect  that 
the  head  of  this  department  does  nothing  in  this 
business.  It  is  exclusively  committed  to  the  same 
clerk  who  takes  charge  of  the  pension  roll,  and 
both  branches  of  this  business  are  now  done  very 
correctly  bv  a  clerk,  as  they  heretofore  were  man- 
aged by  Major  Rogers,  who  is  now  no  more. 
This  leaves  no  imputation  upon  the  Secretary  at 
War;  for  so  long  as  the  business  is  faithfully  done 
the  Government  need  not  complain ;  and  that  it 
has  been  and  still  is  well  conducted,  I  entertain 
no  doubt. 

Similar  remarks  may  apply  to  the  Ordnance 
department,  the  arrangement  of  which  has  here- 
to/ore undoubtedly  occupied  much  of  the  time  of 


the  Secretary  at  War.  But,  gentlemen  will  reJ 
collect  that  we  have  a  bill  on  our  tables  proridid 
expresfly  for  the  duties  incident  to  this  office,  sd 
that  the  Secretary  at  War  will  be  reiiered  frooi 
the  laborious  duties  incident  to  its  deuik 

Mr.  T.  further  remarked  that  we  had  very  rt 
cently  established  two  important  offices  deoomi 
nated  the  Quartermaster  General's  andCommissa 
ry  General's  department,  amply  furnisbed  wi 
deputies  and  assistants,  which  would  greatly  r 
lieve  the  head  of  the  War  Department  from  par 
ticular  attention  to  the  principal  purchases  to  b 
inade  for  the  army.  In  fact,  sitd  Mr.  T.,  th 
Gbvernment  have  been  so  liberal  in  making  p 
vision  for  ail  the  arrangements  called  for,  thtt 
stem  to  have  a  most  unwieldy  establishment 
departments  under  this  military  head.  In  addi 
tion  to  these,  we  have  a  Pay  master  General,  Adjo 
tant  General,  Inspector  General,  etc.,  with  tbd 
several  assistants  and  deputies,  all  which  are  ef 
sentially  neoessary  to  the  discipline,  order,  ad 
movements  of  the  army  -,  but  which  being  tnade 
would  diminish  in  a  very  considerable  degree  tbe 
labor,  and  materially  lessen  the  necessity  of  ap- 
pointing two  other  officers  as  assistants  to  the 
Secreury  at  War. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  was  aolicitous  to  know  o^ 
the  honorable  chairman  who  reported  this  bill) 
where  he  found  the  recommendation  on  whicli 
the  peculiar  features  of  this  bill  were  to  be  lo- 
mfted  ?    It  was  manifest  that  it  grew  out  of  the 
fifessage  of  the  President ;  and  sure  he  was  tbat 
no  sucn  office  was  recommended  as  is  proridn 
for  by  this  bill.    Can  it  then  be  that  the  Secreu- 
ry of  War  has  asked  for  this  additional  adnsarf 
aid  ?    Nothing  of  this  sort  has  been  urged  by  the 
committee  who  originated  this  bill;  and  it  cai 
hardly  be  conceived  that  he  would,  by  saeh  a  rH 
quest,  impeach  his  own  abilities.    As  it  does  not 
theretore,  appear  that  the  President  or  Secretary! 
at  War  have  either  of  them  requested  this  sort  ot 
collateral  aid,  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  not  wiiltog  u 
wound  the  feelings  of  either  of  them,  by  itnposm? 
upon  them  characters,  in  a  highly  responsible sth 
tion,  which  should,  in  the  smallest  degree,  emba^ 
rasa  their  measures.    He  moreover  wished  to  w 
informed  what  duties  were  to  be  designated  ana 
assigned   to  these  Assistant  Secretaries  wtiicn 
couki  not  be  performed  by  men  who  migni  ^ 
styled  principal  clerks?    If  mor«  of  this  sort  « 
aid  had  become  necessary,  he  would  ch««""' J 
afford  it,  but  could  not  feel  wiUing  to  breanj 
upon  a  department  long  ago  established, 
which  had  the  sanction  of  the  first  military  ctii  ' 
acters  in  this  as  well  as  in  other  countries  lo  i< 
f^vor.  •      fthe 

Mr.  T.  remarked  upon  the  second  secuon  oi  i« 
bill  that  although  he  was  willing  to  ^«'^^^^^. 
men  amply  for  services  rendered  to  the  Wo 
ment,  yet  he  could  find  no  justification  lor  ^^ 

vote  to  tax  the  Treasury  with  six  ***?''^*^yice3 
iars  additional  salaries,  or  sinecures,  for  ^    ^ 
which  could  be  performed  by  able,  c<>"^.P*^,i 
clerks,  without  deranging  the  present  rom's 
system  of  the  War  Department.  /•  .u 

So  also  Mr,  T.  objected  |o  the  principle  oi 
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bird  section^  prorkliiig  fot  the  right  of  franklDg 
0  two  additiooal  officers,  which  in  his  iadgment 
lid  001  become  Decessary,  ioasmoch  u  til  the  pub* 
ic  despatches  of  the  War  Department  were  now 
irorided  for.  free  of  postage,  and  an  increased  in- 
hil£ence  would  proportionally  lessen  the  income 
ifthe  Post  Office. 

Haring  thus  attempted  briefly  to  explain  to  the 
loose  ills  views  of  ttie  ground  on  which  the  bill 
lood  aod  the  reasons  by  which  it  has  been  sop- 
K)rted,  aod  being  anwillingio  any  manner  to 
FUer  the  operations  of  the  War  Department  by. 
kus  multiplying  its  nominal  heads,  or  to  encom- 
er  the  Treasury  with  the  payment  of  nteless  sal- 
ries,  Mr.  T.  hoped  the  House  would  consent  to 
ecommit  the  bill,  that  it  might  be  rendered  mora 
oDformable  to  military  principles,  and  accepta- 
ie  to  the  House- 
Mr.  McKiM  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  when  this 
object  was  first  taken  up,  I  had  great  doubts  of 
it  eorreetness  of  the  ^principles  of  the  bill.  But 
ke  discussion  has  thrown  much  light  on  the  to^ 
Ki,  aod  I  am  now  perfectly  satisfied  with  it. 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  business  of  the  War  De- 
inmeatj  embrecioff  a  Tast  variety  of  objects  and 
rcoosiderationa  and  attentions  extending  to  every 
in  of  the  country,  is  probably  too  much  forthe 
ipacity  of  one  mind  to  perform  with  accuracy 
ad  with  benefit  to  the  nation ;  and  the  bill  under 
nsideretion  is  intended  to  aid  the  Head  of  that 
kpartmeot,  by  the  appointment  of  two  additional 
Mstaati,tobe  called  AsiisUnt  Secretaries.  This 
lode  of  aiding  the  Secretary  of  War  to  perform 
le arduous  duties  of  his  station,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
^  best  calculated  to  promote  the  public  interest 
lai  could  have  been  devised.  It  gives  to  the 
apartment  additiooal  talents  and  a  great  capa- 
itjr  to  oerform  the  laborious  parts  of  the  duty 
ttached  to  the  office,  while  it  preserves  in  a 
Dgle  individual,  the  Head  of  the  Department, 
iai  responsibility  so  essential  to  the  public  in** 
rest.  The  Assistant  Secretaries  are  subordinate 
>  the  Head  of  the  Department,  and  are  not  in- 
aded,  as  some  gentleman  have  supposed,  to  ex* 
tise  co-ordinate  powers  with  him ;  and  this  ar- 
logement  secures  responsibility  in  the  Head  of 
te  Department,  which  would  be  lost  or  lessened 
dirided  among  so  many. 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  observed,  that  the 
«cretary  might,  by  a  judicious  arrangement, 
lo^ct  much  of  the  business  by  clerks;  and 
^by  leave  himself  more  at  leisure  to  transact 
Biaess  that  can  oaljr  be  done  by  himself.  He 
^?bt.  it  b  said,  commit  all  the  business  connected 
iih  ihe  bsoinff  of  land  warrants  to  one  clerk; 
'  iootber,  all  that  relates  to  pensions;  and  to  a 
iird.all  that  relates  to  Indian  afiairs ;  and  so  with 
^Qieotberbranchesof  the  business;  and  then  he 
^oid  have  nothing  to  do  in  these  branche»,  but 
sign  his  name  when  the  papers  are  made  out. 
his  is  very  true— all  this  may  be  done  by  capa- 
s  clerks ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
at  oot  only  this,  but  almost  the  entire  business 
the  Department  may  and  ought  to  be  so  done ; 
^b(  to  be  transacted  by  clerks,  and  authenticated, 
heo  necessary,  by  the  Head  of  the  Department* 


There  will  be  no  economy  in  making  the  Head 
of  this  extensive  Department  a  man  of  labor,  in 
the  drudgery  of  the  business ;  he  should  be  a  man 
of  leisure,  his  mind  at  ease,  and  bis  attentions 
given  to  arrangement,  to  the  distribution  of  busi- 
ness, to  the  employment  of  those  that  are  under 
him,  and  a  general  superintendence  of  the  entire 
concerns  of  the  Department;  to  see  that  every 
thing  is  done  correctly,  to  the  best  advantage,  and 
in  due  time;  aod  the  aid  proposed  by  the  bill,  of 
Assistant  Secretaries,  will  enable  the  Secretary 
to  adopt  this  arrangement,  if  it  should  meet  his 
views* 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  military 
concerns ;  but  I  have  had  some  experience  in  the 
arrangements  of  public  office;  and  I  am  satisfied, 
that  to  conduct  business  advantageously  in  an  of« 
fice  of  such  extensive  concerns  as  that  of  the  De* 
partmeni  of  War,  loaded,  as  it  recently  has  been, 
with  a  vast  increase  of  boeincss,  there  ooj^ht  to 
be  talents  and  clerks,  or  Secretaries  sufficient  to 
transact  all  (he  ordinary  business  without  the  Head 
of  the  Department— leaving  him  at  liberty  to  ar- 
range, distribute,  authenticate,  and  superintend 
the  whole ;  and  the  bill  is  calculated  for  this  ar- 
rangement of  the  business — it  proposes  to  bring 
into  the  Department  an  increase  of  talent,  and  a 
greater  capacity  for  labor,  to  be  employed  under 
the  direction  of  the  Head  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  Speaker^  it  has  been  alleged  that  the  As- 
sistant Secretaries  are  intended  to  aet  as  a  coun- 
cil to  the  principal  officer  of  the  Department ; 
aod  it  is  true  he  may  consult  them,  and  equally 
true  that  he  may  consult  the  meanest  clerk  in  his 
office,  if  he  choose  so  to  do ;  but  he  is  not  obliged 
to  consult  them,  or,  having  consulted,  he  may 
control  their  opinions — they  are  intended  to  ace 
in  a  subordinate  capacity,  they  are  to  be  Assistant 
Secretaries,  they  are  not  to  exercise  co-ordinate 
powers  witn  the  Head  of  the  Department.  These 
Assistants,  as  well  as  the  prioorpal  officer  of  the 
Department,  are  called  Secretaries ;  and  from  this 
it  has  been  inferred,  that  their  powers  and  func- 
tions are  the  same  as  his.  I  know  no  dtfierence 
between  secretary  and  clerk,  taken  in  this  sen^, 
except  that  custom  may  have  given  the  former 
appellation  to  one  who  acts  in  a  public  office,  and 
the  latter  to  one  who  acts  for  an  individual  or  in 
a  private  office.  But  these  are  called  Assistant 
Secretaries ;  they  are  intended  to  aid  the  Head 
of  the  Department,  but  cannot  control  him. 

Mr.  Speaker,  gentlemen  have  indulged  them- 
selves in  conjectures,  as  to  the  object  of  the  pro- 
posed appointments,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  Assbtants  are  to  be  employed.  They  have 
be^n  placed  in  the  station  of  counsellors  to  the 
Head  of  the  Department;  one  of  them  has  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Southern  concerns  in  the 
office,  the  other  at  the  head  of  the  Northern  con- 
cerns. The  honorable  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut, (Mr.  TALLMAnofi,)  who  has  thus  disposed 
of  them,  may,  I  think,  notwithstanding  his  gen- 
eral correctness,  have  fallen  into  some  error  on 
the  subject.  The  bill  is  silent  both  as  to  the  ob- 
jei;t  of  their  appointment  and  the  duties  they  are 
to  perform  ;  it  goes  no  further  than  to  appoint 
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them  "  As3istftQt  Secretaries  for  the  Department 
of  War;"  they  are  to  assist  io  transacting  the  busi- 
ness, under  the  Head  ot  the  Department,  and  no 
doubt  ihey  will  be  employed  by  him,  in  such 
manner  as  he  may  think  best  calculated  for  the 
despatch  of  biisiaess,  and  the  promotion  of  the 
public  ffood. 

Mr.  WaioBT.^Mr.  Speaker :  I  feel  every  dis» 
position  to  Ratify  the  request  of  the  President, 
in  supplying  the  Department  of  War  with  the 
proposed  assistance,  in  order  to  the  despatch  of 
the  business  of  that  Department,  which  the  Pres* 
ident  ha?  informed  us  exceeds  the  physical  pow- 
ers of  any  iodiTidual.  Its  great  aocumulation 
must  be  obvious  lo  os  all;  hot,  sir,  the  President 
requires  two  Assistants  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  this  bill  contemplates  two  Assistant  Secre- 
taries of  War ;  I  presume,  he  meant  clerks,  to  ex^ 
ecute  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
not  co-secretaries,  to  advise  and  direct  him — this 
sir,  would  be  disrespect  lo  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  would  lessen  the  res poasibi lily.  I  have  no 
doubt,  he,  with  zeal  and  indaiHry,has  endeavored 
to  do  his  duty-*ha  was  a  respectable  officer  of 
the  Revolution,  though  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
he  is  master  of  the  duties  of  a  Secretary  of  War. 
I  recollect  but  a  short  time  past,  a  general  dissat- 
isfaction seemed  to  pervade  the  House  ;  I  confess 
I  felt  it,  and  I  believe  it  was  felt  in  the  propor- 
tion of  our  zeal  for  the  progress  of  military  pre- 
parations, to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  our  country— 
and  [  confess  I  am  pleased  to  find,  from  so  high 
authority,  iuch  an  apology  for  him.  I  shall  vote, 
however,  for  the  bill,  as  it  is,  if  it  it  not  the  plea- 
sore  of  the  House  lo  make  the  two  Assistants 
clerks,  which  to  me  appears  to  hare  been  the  ob- 
ject of  the  President's  Message  on  the  subject, 
it  will  be  recolieoted,  that  General  Wa0Binqton 
was  the  President  of  the  United  States  when  the 
present  organization  of  that  Department  was  et- 
tabiisbed,  whose  military  experience  ought,  in  my 
judgment,  to  secure  its  permanence ;  though  I  am, 
for  one,  determined  to  uirnish  the  Administration 
with  such  a  supply  of  agents  for  the  pnbiic  ser* 
vice  as  they  may  think  necessary  ;  nor  can  I  fear 
to  trust  them  with  such  minor  objects,  to  whorp, 
by  the  American  people,  is  committed  the  desii* 
Dies  of  the  nation. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  w^s 
theo  taken,  and  determined  ia  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TiAs — Willis  Alstoni  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  WillUm  Butler,  John  G.  Cal- 
houn, James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  Samuel  Dtnsmoor,  EHas  Earle,  William 
Undley,  James  Fisk,  Thumas  Gholson,  Isaiah  L.  Gh«en, 
Felix  Qrundy,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John 
M.  Hyneman,  Richafd  M.  Johnson,  WiiUam  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacock,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Thomas  Moore*  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McIUmr 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Tho- 


Roane,  Jonatiian  Robeits^  Ebeaosr  Sage,  John  Sevier 
John  Smilie,  George  Sadth,  John  Smi^  Wm.  Strong 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Willian 
Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright— 68. 

Naxr  — John  Baker,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adao 
Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Mat 
thew  Clay,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely.  Asi 
Fitch,  Charles  Golddioroogh,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  HtU 
Jacob  Hnfly,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Joseph  Keo^ 
Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Nathaniel  Macoa 
Amnah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  MitcbiJI 
James  Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Joseph  Pesraon 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  R«n 
dolp^  wiDiam  Reed,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Ser 
bert,  Samvel  Shaw,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stotrt 
Lewis  B*  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall 
madge,  Uri  Tracj,  Pierre  Van  (>>rtla»dt,  jun.,  Labai 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Rabeft  WhRdiUl,  David  R 
WiUiams,  and  Thomas  Wilson~-43. 

QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Calboun,  the  House  resold 
ed  itself  into  a  Committer  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  to  establish  a  qiurtermaster-^neral's  depart* 
ment,  and  for  other  purposes." 

[This  bill  cootei^plaiea  iha  appointment  of  twc 
assistant  quartermasters  general ;  gives  the  quar 
.termaster  general  command  in  the  line  aecordioj 
to  rank,  when  thereunto  specially  assigned ;  aa 
thorizes  the  appointment  of  a  barrack  master  aaJ 
assistant  barrack  masters;  authorizes  tbealloir- 
aoce  of  office  rent,  fuel,  candles,  dbc,  to  the  office) 
of  the  quartermaster  general  and  commissary 
general ;  and  repeals  the  aizth  section  of  the  fori 
mer  law.] 

The  first  and  second  eections  of  this  bill,  goioj 
to  appoint  assistant  quarter  masters  with  ranks  ol 
colonel,  and  to  authorize  the  quartermaster  gen 
eral  to  take  rank  in  the  line,  were,  on  motioa  ol 
Messrs.  WtLUAMB  and  WaiOHT,  after  debate 
successively  striekea  out. 

Further  amend  menu  were  proposed;  but  thi 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned,  with 
out  having  gone  through  the  bill. 


MoNDAT,  May  4. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  presentment  mad* 
bv  the  grand  jurv  at  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  o 
Michigan,  eomplainiog  of  the  non-execntioo  o 
a  law  uf  the  United  States  applicable  to  that  Ter 
ritory,  of  the  enactment  of  laws  injurious  to  tb 
interests  of  said  Territory,  and  of  misconduct  oi 
the  part  of  A.  B.  Woodward,  one  of  the  Judge 
of  said  Territory,  accompanied  with  sundry  pa 
pers  in  relation  thereto ;  which  were  ordered  i 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  allowing  a  pensioi 
to  Arthur  St.  Clair,  and  the  bill  authorizing  tb 
State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  in  certain  case.' 
were  severally  read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  engro.ssed  bill  for  the  better  regulation  o 
the  ordnance  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


^  .    _  The  engrossed  bill  to  annex  to  the  Mi ssissipp 

mas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen   Ormsby,  |  Territory  that  part  of  West  Florida  east  of  Pear 

Israel  Pickens.  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,    river,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Beiyamin  Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  ]      Mr.  PiTKiii  asked  for  information  as  to  tb 
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inteotioD  in  relation  to  the  future  state  of  this 
I'erritory ;  whether  it  was  to  be  held  sabjeet  to 
futore  Defoliation,  d:^.,  and  in  what  light  that 
part  of  the  territory  near  Mobile,  now  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  Spanish  garrison,  was  to  be  consid- 
ered) &c. 

Mr.  Gbundt  moved,  as  the  gentleman  who 
reported  the  bill  was  not  in  his  seat  at  present, 
that  the  bill  should  lie  on  the  table. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Alston  in  favor 
af  the  bill,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Hoase  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of 
CoDgress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 
[This  bill  proposes  to  revive  an  act  passed  in 
179a,  aothorizioe  the  snm  of  fiftf*two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  raised  by  way  of  lot- 
tery, for  the  purpose  of  finishing  the  canal  which 
raos  through  the  City  of  Washington,  and  vests 
the  necessary  authority  in  the  Canal  Company.] 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  with  a  view  to  try  the  principle, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Bcrwbll  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, and  pointed  out  the  advantages  which  might 
be  expected  from  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  51  to  24. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill, 
which  was  then  ordered  lo  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  regulating  and  laying  out  a  road  from  Cum- 
Maod,  in  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio.  [The 
hill  aotborizes  an  additional  appropriation  for  this 
object,  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.]  No  objection 
Miofif  made  to  the  bill,  the  Committee  rose  and 
Mr.  LicocK  reported  the  bill ;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  took  up,  in  Committee,  th«  bill 
making  further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the 
United  States.  No  objection  was  made  to  the 
t>ill.  which  in  its  present  form  merely  relates  to 
H>me  minor  details  of  the  Army.  The  committee 
reported  the  bill,  which  was  ordef^d  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  resumed  tlie  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Trostees  of  Washington 
College,  in  the  City  of  Washington.  The  verbal 
imendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee were  agreed  to ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  election  of 
Sheriffs  in  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  and  for 
other  parposes ;  which,  being  gone  through,  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered'  to  be  engross- 
^  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
P-  Reddick.  The  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Calbooii,  the  House  again 

resoWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 

Uih  Con.  1st  Sess. 


the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  establishing 
a  Quartermaster's  Department,  dbc. 

The  question  pending  when  the  subject  was 
last  under  consideration,  to  strike  out  the  third 
section  of  the  bill,  was  again  put.  This  section 
proposes  to  render  less  rigid  some  of  the  restrictions 
on  the  Quartermaster  and  Commissary  Qeneral. 
Some  debate  took  place  on  this  question,  in  which 
Mr.  Calhoun  ana  Mr.  Grunot  supported  the 
section,  and  Messrs.  Wright,  Tallhaogi:,  and 
PiTKiif,  supported  the  motion  to  sttike  it  out. 
On  the  one  hand,  it  was  said  that  the  restrictions 
were  so  rigid  that  no  competent  men  would  ac^ 
cept  the  offices ;  and  on  tne  other  hand  that  the 
restrictions  were  necessary,  usual,  and  moderate^ 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  dispensed  with  to 
gratify  any  particular  person  or  persons  who 
might  be  candidates  for  office. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  third  section  wa0 
negatived.  38  to  35. 

Some  further  amendment  was  made  to  the 
bill,  and  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  it  to 
the  House. 

The  amendments  made  in  Committee  were  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  Lacock  renewed  the  motion,  which  had 
been  negatived  in  Committee,  to  strike  out  the 
third  section  of  the  bill ;  and  Mr.  Nelson  spoke 
in  support  of  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell,  the  bill  was  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table,  to  give  further  time  to  re- 
flect on  the  provisions  thereof. 

RELIEF  FOR  VENEZUELA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Neu'ton,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Venezuela. 

She  bill  authorizes  the  President  to  cause 
exported  such  quantity  of  provision  as  he 
may  think  proper,  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Venezuela,  suSeriog  by  the  effects  of  ah 
earthquake.] 

Mr.  Newton  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
appropriation  with  the  sum  of  $30,000. 

Nfr.  Pitkin  inquired  for  the  official  informs- 
tion,  which  might  have  been  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee, on  the  subject  of  the  distress  existing  «t 
Caraccas. 

-  Mr.  Newton,  in  reply,  said,  that  there  were 
many  private  letters  in  confirmation  of  the  facta, 
and  also  a  letter  fVom  our  Consul,  dbc.  Some  or 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Calhoon  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  he  thought  would 
be  little  enough  to  effect  the  object  in  view. 

The  question  on  the  latter  motion  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  45  to  29. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill: 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  this  day,  which  was  subsequently  done, 
and  the  bill  passed. 


Tbursoay,  May  5. 
Mr.  Wriobt.  from  the  committee  appointed 
,  on  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  fill* 
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iog  the  ranks  aod  prolonging  tbe  enlistmeai  oi  the 
regular  troops,  to  an  auxiliary  force,  and  to  de- 
tachments or  tbe  militia,  presenred  a  bill  relative 
to  tbe  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  farther  proyision  for 
the  Armv  of  the  United  States  was  read  the  third 
time,  ana  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  F. 
Roddick  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  en|^rossed  bill  to  author iare  the  election  of 
Sheriffs  in  tbe  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  Trustees 
of  Washington  College  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  parsed. 

^he  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  carry  into  effecit 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land**  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
.  The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^^  in  addition  to  the 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to 
the  Stale  of  Ohio,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  engrossed 
bill  to  annex  a  portion  of  West  Florida  to  the 
Mississippi  Territory ;  and  on  the  question  that 
the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflkmatire. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^'  to  incor- 
porate a  bank  in  tbe  town  of  Alexandria,  in  tbe 
District  of  Columbia,  by  tbe  style  of  the  ^  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria ;"  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  finding  them- 
selves without  a  quorum,  were  prevented  from 
further  proceeding,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


WsniiBanAY,  May  6. 

PETITIONS  FOR  REPEAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

Mr.  Bleecker  presented  the  petition  of  eight 
hundred  citizens  of  Albany,  in  New  York,  and 
its  neighborhood,  stating  the  deleterious  effects  of 
Ihe  embargo  on  their  interests,  and  the  reasons  of 
Iheir  disapprobation  of  the  measure,  praying  that 
the  embargo  act  may  be  repealed  or  so  modified 
as  to  afford  them  relief. 

Mr.  B.  stated  this  memorial  to  be  signed  by 
citizens  of  all  partieS|  and  by  some  of  the  warm- 
est friends  of  the  Administration.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  petition  was  respectful ;  its  con- 
tents certainly  deserved  serious  consideration. 
He  therefore  moved  to  refer  it  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Rbba  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  these  petitions  to  the  fourth  day  of 
JaLy  next,  assigning  as  a  reason  his  disposition  to 
aee  them  follow  the  same  course  as  otner  papers 
of  a  similar  tenor,  and  to  avoid  encouraging  in 
the  breasts  of  the  petitioners  a  groundless  hope 
by  a  reference. 

Mr.  Gholson  moved  that  they  should  lie  on  the 
table.    Motion  negatived.  42  to  29. 

Mr.  Fisc  said  be  hoped  they  would  not  be 
postponed.    When  the  people  suffered,  they  would 


complain,  and  it  was  soothing  to  their  feelings  i 
be  answered  rather  than  heard  in  silence.  Tbe 
was  no  doubt  but  the  embargo  operated  severe 
in  some  quarters,  and  particularly  on  these  peopl 
The  petition  was  couched  in  respectful  languag< 
and  be  thought  it  would  be  well  to  refer  it,  ai 
have  a  detailed  report  made  on  it. 

Mr.  Bi^BCKER. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the  m 
tion  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (  Mr.  R a e^ 
will  not  prevail.  A  memorial  of  this  oatiii 
couched  in  such  respectful  terms,  and  from 
respectable  a  quarter,  deserves  to  be  treated  mo 
courteously  and  respectfully.  For,  sir,  what 
the  answer  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  meroorii 
ists  by  the  geotieman  from  Tennessee  ?  They  ^ 
you  to  relieve  them  from  impending  beggary  si 
ruin ;  if  this  motion  prevails,  you  will  tell  thei 
^  good  sirs,  we  will  attend  to  your  call  when  yo 
b^gary  and  ruin  are  complete."  Whatever,  a 
may  be  thought  of  it  in  this  House,  to  the  meno 
rial  ists  such  an  answer  to  their  respectful  pray 
will  have  the  appearance  of  offence  and  insult 

The  motion  or  the  gentleman  from  Tenoess 
is  to  postpone  tbe  consideration  of  the  memorl 
till  the  4ih  day  of  July  next.  This  is  a  flat  deoi 
of  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists.  The  proprie 
and  policy  of  continuing  the  embargo,  are 
course  now  proper  subjects  of  discussion.  Wl 
has  an  embargo  been  laid  ?  It  is  avowedly  the  pi 
cursor  of  war.  Its  object  is  to  keep  our  properi 
our  vessels,  and^  seamen  at  home,  safe  from  t 
grasp  of  our  enemy.  Being  the  precursor  of  wi 
war  must  begin  where  the  embargo  ends, 
it  does  not,  tbe  embargo  is  improper  and  prem 
ture.  Now,  sir,  unless  you  are  prepared  to 
to  war  in  less  than  sixty  days,  you  cannot  ji 
tify  a  measure  which  operates  with  such  en 
severity  on  tbe  State  of  New  York,  and  panic 
larly  on  my  immediate  constituents,  who  .«tate 
you  the  immense  loss  they  must  sustain  if  it 
continued.  I  aric  gentlemen,  how  they  will  justi 
themselves  to  the  memorialists  for  denying  th 
petition.  Sir,  we  cannot  go  to  war  within  sii 
days.  I  mean  not  to  offend  gentlemen,  or  to  rot 
their  feelings,  but  it  is  impossible  that  we  caa 
to  War  at  theexpiration  of  the  embargo.  I  spe: 
sir,  of  active  offensive  war  j  such  a  war  as  tiiai 
wholly  out  of  the  question.  This  being  so,  k 
wise,  IS  it  just,  to  distress  and  ruin  so  manv 
our  people  by  suffering  tbe  produce  which  tli 
pray  your  permission  to  export  to  moulder  a 
perish  in  their  granaries?  Certainly  not^  s 
you  ought  to  grant  their  petition.  There  is 
escape  from  this  argument.  And,  sir,  am  I  i 
correct  in  saying  that  you  are  not  prepared  to 
to  war  ?  What  is  the  state  of  your  fortificatiot 
Where  are  your  armies,  your  navy  ?  Have  y 
money  7  No,  sir,  rely  upon  it  there  will  be,  th* 
can  be,  no  war,  active  offensive  war,  within  sis 
days.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  it  here,  ( 
people  know  that  we  cannot  go  to  war,  at  the  < 

Eiration  of  the  embargo.  The  petitioners  do  i 
elieve  that  you  will  attempt  it.  They  thi 
with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rj 
doltb)  that  for  the  Gbverhment  to  go  to  war 
our  present  unprepared  state,  would  1^  little  sh* 
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of  an  act  of  treasos.  Thiokins  ts  I  do  ftU|  of  Ike 
iotelligeace  and  patriotUtn  of  toe  geQllemen  who 
are  BOW  the  lords  of  tbe  aaceadant  ia  this  Housa, 
tod  respectiD{|r  the  intelligeaee  and  patriotism  of 
tbe  Cabioet,  1  eaoaot  beliere.  that  we  are  to  com* 
meocethe  arar  withoatany  oltbe necessary  means 
for  earrying  it  on ;  wttfaout  an  army,  without  a 
oiral  force,  wttboot  money.  To  go  to  war  undef 
such  circomstances  would  neceasarily  bring  upon 
OS  shame,  dismce,  and  defeat.  The  people  are 
DDwilling  to  beliera  that  you  are  going  Uf  war 
immediately.  Yoa  are  not  prepared  now,  aadj, 
long  before  yoQ  can  be  prepared,  the  prod  ace  of 
tbe  comtry  may  be  exported  and  the  avails  of  it 
brought  home.  The  alleged  policy  and  neces- 
atT  of  an  embargo^  theralore,  do  not  exist,  and 
tbe  memorialists  ought  to  be  relieved.  You  may 
declare  war  at  the  expiration  of  the  embargp,  or 
s)oaer;  but,  what  then,  sir  ?  Rely  upon  it — I 
lepett  it,  yoQ  will  have  no  war,  active  olTensive 
war.  But,  war  deelarad,  the  produce  of  the  coun* 
try  that  may  be  fit  for  exportation  will  still  be 
embargoed  by  the  fear  the  owners  will  of  course 
htre  of  tbe  enemy's  cruisers  that  will  then  hover 
» oar  coast.  Sir,  geBtlemea  will  find  it  impos- 
iibie  to  tatbfy  the  petitioners  that  Congress  can 
be  jottified  in  refusing  to  listen  to  their  prayers. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Tennessee  asks  me  the  price 
of  wheat  in  Albany.  I  have  understood  that  there 
are  do  sales  at  all,  and  that  it  is  not  considered 
worth  more  than  a  dollar  a  bueheL 

Wheo  petitions  of  a  simiUr  kind  were  before 
the  HoQse  a  few  days  ago,  it  was  said,  that  the 
saierers  under  the  emw^  must  charge  their 
loss  10  the  members  on  this  side  of  the  House,  who, 
by  their  speeehes  in  the  House  and  their  eoover- 
ntioa  oat  of  doors,  had  deceived  the  people  as  to 
tbe  ioteotion  of  the  Government  to  go  to  war.    I 
tboaght  this  rather  an  ungenerous  observation. 
No  speeches  had  been  made  on  this  side  of  the 
Hooae  on  the  subject  of  wftr.    No.  sir,  if  any  false 
iopressioQ  respecting  the  war  has  been  made  on 
the  poblie  mind^  it  i^  to  be  charged  V>  the  proceed- 
isgs  of  this  House.    The  people  kqow  that  you 
were  sot,  that  yon.  could  not  soon  be,  prepared  for 
var.  They  knew  that  your  coffers  were  exhausted, 
that  you  had  neither  fleeu  nor  armies.    Of  course 
thcf  could  not  auppo9e«that  you  were  going  to  war 
wiihaothing  but  paper  preparations.  It  was  theter 
lore  impo^iole  for  them  ui  iQresee  tha  embargo. 
It  came  upqn  them  suddenly,  as  a  stroke  of  thiin- 
der.   But,  sir.  there  are  other  important  consid- 
tniioDs to  induce  you  torelieve  th^ memorialists, 
h  ii  wise,  sir,  to  jdooge  the  people  into  distress 
i&d  ruin ;  first,  to  impoverish  the  country  and  then 
togo  to  war ;  and  that  very  country  top.  sir,  in  and 
ihroogh  which  the  war  is  to  be  carried  on !    Is  it 
Boi better  to  have  the  hearts  of  the  people  with 
you  when  yon  are  about  to  eotec  into  the  confilct, 
than  to  alienate  them  from  you  i    You  cannot  go 
^  war  without  the  people.    No,  sir,  it  will  be  bet- 
ter to  conciliate  a  people  who  must  necessarily 
bear  so  much  of  the  privations,  burdens,  and  ca- 
iamitjea  of  tbe  war,  the  people  of  a  State  so  much 
^posed  to  the  enemy.    I  hope  the  House  will  se- 
tiously  consider  this  memorial|  and.  not  reject  it 


in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  which  cannot  fail  to  offend  ai^d  wound 
the  feelings  of  the  memorialists. 
.  Mr.  BoTn  said  he  wished  to  make  a  few  obser- 
wations  on  the  motion  now  before  the  House,  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition 
nntil  the  fourth  of  July  next.  I  did  not  intend  to 
advocate  such  a  measure,  nor  do  I  think  that 
the  Congress  can  grant  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners; but  there  is  a  propriety  in  observing  a 
decent  respect  to  ao  respectable  a  petition,  with 
others  of  tbe  same  tenor  already  referred.  Wa 
should  do  well  to  consider  what  the  feelings  of 
the  petitioners  will  be  if  treated  in  this  manner* 
We  all  know,  at  least  a  great  imny  of  us,^  wiiat 
were  our  feelings  on  the  information  of  our  pati* 
tiona  (prior  to  tne  Revolution)  being  treated  with 
fonteaapt  and  disrespect  1  Sir,  my  intention  in 
laying  that  embargo  was  with  a  double  view,  the 
one  to  save  and  aecnre  our  property  from  the 
gmsp  of  the  proposed  enemy,  the  other  to  keep 
from  her  those  supplies  that  will,  or  would,  ena- 
ble her  to  be  better  able  to  prosecute  a  war.  I 
think  that  this  petition,  with  the  others  on  the 
same  subject  of  the  embargo,  ought  to  be  com* 
mitied  to  a  select  committee  or  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  with  instructions 
to  report  to  the  Houstf  their  opinion — not  to  ra- 
peal  the  embargo,  but  assign  the  reasons  why  it 
was  expedient  to  lay  it,  and  the  reasons  of  the 
impropriety  of  a  repeal  at  this  time.  Such  a 
eouTse  is  due  to  the  petitioners ;  it  would  be  treat* 
ing  them  with  the  respect  due  to  numerous  and 
decent  petitions.  If  yon  cannot  grant  them  their 
prayer, at  least  deign  to  aaaign  your  reasons.  This 
they  expeot,  and,  I  think,  have  a  right  to ;  and  I  also 
think  it  would  be  the  soundest  policy.  I,  there- 
fore, move  that  this  petiiioUi  together  with  all  the 
others.onthe  same  snbject,  be  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  and 
that  they  be  directed  to  report  to  the  House  their 
opinion. 

The  Spaakbr  decided  that  the  motion  was  not 
nonr  in  order,  another  motion  being  pending* 

Mr.  RnaA.— The  ob^iects  and  design  of  the  me- 
morial are  to  persuade  and  obtain  a  repeal  of  the 
emhai^o  law.  U  this  House  prepared  to  repeal 
that  law  1  or  are  the  members  thereof  prepared 
to  .excite  a  continuance  of  the  delusory  hopes 
which  seem  to  prevail  ?  From  whence  have  these 
hopes  arisen '^  Let  those,  if  any  such  ^here  be, 
who  excited  those  hopes,  be  responsible  for  the 
effecta.  If  any  seotioo  of  citi^ns  will  in  ^ch 
case  act,  with  themselves,  be  it;  if  injury  occurs 
by  a  conduct  bottomed  on  particular  opinion — an 
opinion,  contrary  to  the  reason  of.  things,  perae- 
vered.in  also  against  evide^ice,  the  laws  are  not 
censurable. 

In  this  memorial  tbe  word  "rulers''  is  used.  If 
by  this  word  is  meant  the  Congress,  Executive, 
and  Judiciary  of  the  United  States,  or  either  of 
them,  it  is  ai>prehended  that  the  use  of  that  term 
in  tbatsignifica^tioo,  however  well  it  may  apply 
to  any  foreign  Government,  can  have  no  relation 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  to  any 
departmenu  of  that  Qovarnnunt.  They  who  ad- 
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minister  th^  said  several  departments,  and  per* 
form  the  duties  beloDgfng  to  each  of  tbeni)  are 
the  representaiivcs,  not  the  rulers,  of  the  people. 
The  people  are  sovereign,  from  them  emanates  all 
power;  they  are  the  true  rulers — ihey  create  and 
annihilate  the  power  held  by  those  whom  the 
memorial  designates  rulers.  It  appears  difficult 
to  eradicate  ideas  spriugia^  from  moparehical 
principles,  and  more  especially  if  the  mind  is  ha- 
bituated to  the  contemplation  of  them.  The 
word  **  rulers"  in  the  sense  used  in  the  memorial 
is  abhorrent  to  the  Constitution  of  this  Qovem- 
ment— and  it  would  he  well  if  the  use  of  it  in  that 
sense  was  omitted. 

That  all  popular  Governments  are  bottomed  on 
the  people,  and  ous^ht  to  be  exercised  for  the  good 
of  all,  IS  a  political  axiom  as  old  as  the  existence 
of  popular  Governments.    Whatever  the  number 
or  periods  of  popular  Governments  heretofore 
have  been,  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  present  day,  appears  to  be  the  only  existln|f 
popular  Government  j  consequently,  to  it  iaappli- 
oaole,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  that  it  ought  to  be 
exercised  for  the  good  of  all.    The  interes^t  and 
benefit  of  the  greatest  number  are.  therefore,  to 
be  contemplated  and  cherished,  ahhoujtb   that 
might  produce  some  partial  ill.    This  will  apply 
to  nearly  every  law  enacted,  and  such  application 
is  not  new.    The  embargo  law  has  been,  foraet^ 
eral  weeks,  in  operation ;  and  if  the  opinion  of 
the  citizens,  relative  to  that  law,  is  to  be  formed 
by  a  comparison  of  the   numbers    petitioning 
against  the  embargo  law,  with  the  numbers  of 
those  who  have  not  petitioned,  the  inference  is, 
that  the  ^eat  body  of  the  people  are  satisfied  that 
the  law  is  expedient,  because  the  number  peti* 
tioning  is  small  indeed,  and  bears  little  proportion 
to  the  numbers  who  have  not  petitioned.    Hence 
it  follows  that  there  is  evidence  manifesting  that 
the  embargo  law  contains  a  principle  operating 
for  the  general  good.  At  the  time  the  law  alluded 
to  was  enacted,  they  who  were  in  favor  of  it  be- 
lieved that  it  would  operate  for  the  tnterest  of  this 
nation ;  that  It  would,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  a 
means  of  preserving  American    seamen  from 
alavery,  and  the  property  of  American  citizens 
from  robbery  ;  that  it  might  operate  as  a  oauiion*' 
ary  notice  to  mercantile  men,  waminpr  them  that 
the  times  were  dangerous,  and  advisia^  not  to 
hazard  men  or  property  on  the  ocean.    Since  the 
day  that  law  was  made,  no  circumstance  has 
occurred  to  alter  or  change  the  reason  of  the  law, 
or  to  show  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed;    Almost 
every  day  brings  information  that  seamen  are  im- 
pressed, and  property — neutral  property— of  this 
nation,  unlawfuliy  and  wrongfully  taken.    It  is, 
in  the  meantime,  admitted,  that  the  law  will, 
more  or  less,  afiect  every  section  of  the  Union. 
But  it  is  presumed  that  its  operation  will  effect  a 
national  beneOt,  more  especially  when  it  operates 
as  a  preparatory  to  war.    It  is  urged,  that  the 
language  used  in  the  memorial  is  respectful,  and 
that  the  memorialists  are  very  respectable.    All 
that  is  admitted,  but  that  will  not  go  to  prove  that 
the  prayer  of  the  memorial  ought  to  be  granted. 
It  prays  for  a  repeal  or  modification  of  the  em- 


bargo law,  beeavse  of  the  great  quantity  of  pro- 
duce shut  Up  in  a  particular  section.  U  -would 
be  gratifying,  indeed,  if  the  case  was  otberwise. 
But  this  is  one  of  those  circumsunces  which  gen- 
erally arc  consequential  to  laws  of  a  similar  na- 
ture, and  when  put  in  competition  with  the  gen- 
eral safety,  will  partially  remain  until  the  proper 
remedy  is  applied.  It  is  true  that  the  motion  goes 
to  set  aside  the  memoriaL  bat  for  that  it  is  not  a 
denial,  geoerally,  of  relief;  the  National  LjCgisia- 
ture  WiU,  no  doubt,  give  that  relief  which  the 
present  state  of  things  requires;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  memorialists  will  confide  in  theL«egi&ia- 
ture  of  thb  Union,  that  the  proper  remedy  at  a 
proper  time  will  be  applied.  Whether  this  cauon 
will  be  ready  or  not  to  go  to  war  within  sixty 
days,  is  not  at  present  necessary  to  undertake  to 
show.  This  consideration  is  respecting  a  motioa 
to  postpone  a  memorial,  and  does*  not  necessarily 
involve  the  question  as  to  being  prepared  to  go  to 
Little  by  me,  said  Mr.  R.,  as  has  yet  been 


war. 

said  on  the  subject  of  war— and,  at  preaeot,  it  is 
not  deemed  necessary ;  a  day  may  be  when  it  may 
be  otherwise. 

It  is  urged  that  they  do  not  believe  the  United 
States  can  go  to  war.  Well,  if  they  do  not  be- 
lieve; and  will  act  accordingly,  with  themselves 
.be  it,  on  themselves  be  the  coosequenee.  Several 
laws  have  been  enacted,  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, bearing  strong  evidence  in  thenselTes  that 
they  are  preparatory  to  war,  carrying  with  them 
also  evidence  that  the  United  States  can  go  to 
war  at  a  time  when  the  unprovoked  injuries  in- 
flicted by  a  foreign  nation  renders  war  necessary; 
but  they  will  not  believe  that  the  Constitutional 
Government  of  this  nation  is  sincere  in  respect 
to  war.  Well,  then,  that  they  who  will  not  be- 
lieve may  be  convinced,  if  possible,  let  the  fttrther 
consideration  of  the  memorial  be  postponed  until 
the  fourth  day  of  July  next.  Let  this  evidence  of 
sincerity,  in  addition  to  all  those  already  offered, 
be  afforded. 

The  agreeiag  to  this  motion  will  act  ruin  the 
people.  If  I  thought,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  would  have 
that  effect,  for  from  me  would  be  a  disposition  to 
persist  in  it.  Several  memorials  of  a  similar  na- 
ture have  been  postponed  to  the  same  fourth  day 
of  July  next  {  and  certainly  this  memorial  oof^ht 
to  go  the  same  way.  I  have  no  inclination  to  in- 
jure any  person  ;  the  memorialists  are  all  helieved 
to  be  worthy,  but  that  consideration  affecu  not 
the  question. 

Mr.  Ranooiph  said  that  to  a  stranger  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  American  House  of  Representa- 
tives, it  might  appear  strange  that  a  discussion  of 
the  merits  of  an  act  similar  to  that  now  under 
consideration,  of  an  act  so  important  in  its  con- 
seouenees,  should  first  take  place  on  a  motion  to 
refer  a  petition  from  people  complaining  of  the 
grievances  of  that  act ;  and  yet  he  beliered  sub- 
stantially such  was  nearly  the  fact — ^for  it  could 
hardly  be  saiid  that  the  act  was  passed  on  the 
ground  of  any  information  properly  derived  from 
other  co-ordinate  branches  of  Qovernment,  or  from 
any  arguments  advanced  in  its  favor  on  this  floor. 
To  one  to  whom  the  character  of  the  times  was 
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unkDOwn,  it  would  apptar  Mtonishiilg,  with  the 
gentntl  apathy  prerailioi^  in  this  Hoaae  and  oat 
of  it,  that  a  slumbering  Legislature,  an^  a  people 
Mupified  aoder  the  effects  of  this  powerful  politi- 
cal narcotic,  the  embargo,  should   hare   their 
dreams  disturbed  by  the  tbougfat  of  war.    War  I 
when,  as  a  gentleman  has  justly  askecK  where  are 
the  means  to  carry  it  on  ?    Not  that  I  doubt,  sir, 
ssid  Mr.  R.,  that  there  will  be  war ;  for  I  am  my* 
self  precisely  in  a  situation  similar  to  what  would 
bare  been  that  of  one  of  the  unfortunate  people 
of  Caraccas,  if  preadvised  of  the  danger  whieh 
overhung  bis  country— I  know  that  we  are  on  the 
brink  of  some  dreadful  scourge — some  great  des- 
olation— some  awful  ? isitation  from  that  Power, 
whom,  I  am  afraid,  we  have  as  yet,  in  our  na- 
tiooal  capacity,  taken  no  means  to  conciliate.    If 
other  civilized   people,  if  the  other  nations  of 
Christendom  have  not  escaped,  what  reason  hare 
ve  to  suppose  that  we  shall  be  preserved  from  the 
ealamities  which  Providence  has  thought  fit  to 
ioflict  on  those  nations  which  have  ventured  to 
iniermingle  In  the  conflicts  bow  going  on  in 
Eoropel 
But  let  me,  sir,  if  I  can,  confine  myself  to  the 


is  order,  bring  my  discourse  to  the  level  of  the 
insipidity  of   the  Court  Ghizette.    Amidst  this 
fresh  cry  of  war.  the  sound  ^  restrictive  system'' 
struck  my  ear  with  dreadful  apprehension.    Re- 
strictive system  !    Yes,  sir,  there's  the  rub.    The 
embargo,  engendered  from  a  fortuitotn  concourse 
between  the  Executive  and  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  has  been  laid  as  the  precursor 
of  war,  and  not  as  a  restrictive  measure;  and  yet 
it  is  defended  in  this  House,  if  not  by  the  «ame 
arguments,  certainly  by  the  same  feeling,  which 
supported  the  celebrated  embargo  of  Mr!  Jeffer- 
son's Adnainistration.    In  this  there  is,  in  my 
judgment,  the  most  manifest  inconsistency.     An 
embargo,  on  the  same  principle  as  that  laid  by  Mr. 
Jeflersoo,  might  be  detended  by  such  as  deemed 
it  Const  it  ational  and  wise^  and  might  be  stretched 
to  the  utmost  extent,  to  give  a  falf  trial  to  the  ex* 
periment;  but  not  so  with  that  laid  on  a'  recent 
occasion.    That  was  a  sort  of  chance  medley ;  Ir 
came,  nobody  knows  whence,  and  nobody  knows 
lu>w.    Now,  for  its  operation*^!  say  that,  as  a  pre* 
cursor  of  war,  its  operation  is  manifestly  detri- 
roeotai  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country.    In 
the  character  under  which  it  affects  to  pass,  it  is, 
if  not  an  imposture,  at  least  utterly  inadequate  to 
the  purposes  for  which  its  friends  say  it  is  intend- 
ed.   It  is  nothing  more  than  a  sort  of  never-end 
to  the  old  system  of  restriction — it  is  something 
like  what  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  the  days  of 
Cromwell,  was  to  ail  the  Parliaments  which  pre* 
ceded  it — it  is  pork  still,  without  even  changing 
the  sauce.    I  shall  not  step  out  of  the  way  to 
prove,  as  unquestionably  T  might,  that  the  opera- 
tion of  the  other  part  of  the  restrictive  system 
has  been  manifestly  injurious  to  the  agricultural 
and  commercial  interests;  for,  although  flour  was, 
before  the  embargo,'  at  ten  dollars,  but  for  the 
non- importation  it  would  have  been  at-  twelve — 
because  onf  merehaftts,  being  prevented  from 


bringing  return  cargoes,  stiafain  a  loaa  of  twesty 
per  cent,  in  exchange,  and  of  course  cannot  give 
so  much  for  flour  by  twenty  per  ceat.  as  if  the 
restriction  did  not  exist ;  iiKteed  by  more,  beeaue 
the  merchant  not  onlv  suffers  by  the  difference  io 
exchange,  but  by  the  loss  of  his  usual  profit  on  • 
return  cargo.    That  very  difiRsrence  of  exchange 
against  Chreat  Britain,  which  has  been  vaunted  aa 
showing  the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favor,  waa^ 
in  fact,  a  dead  loss  to  the  American  people.    I 
have  heard  It  whispered  on  this  floor  that  flour 
yet  bears  a  good  price ;  that  a  dollar  used  to  be 
considered  a  good  price  for  a  bushel  of  wheat. 
Is  this  an  answer  to  be  given,  when  €k>veitimeat 
reduces  its  price  flfty  per  eenu  in  a  night  1    But. 
sir,  what  is  it  that  keeps  wheat  at  a  dollar  and 
flour  at  seven  dollars  and  a  half?    It  is  this :  the 
whole  operation  of  this  system  is  entirely  upoii 
the  grower  of  the  commodity,  upon  the  miller 
and  upon  him  who  purchased  previous  to  the  lay- 
ing ot  the  embargo,  and  was  unable  to  gee  his 
eommoditv  our.  It  diminishes  the  price  here,  two, 
three,  or  four  dollars  a  barrel ;  it  has  the  effect 
again  to  raise  the  price  abroad,  perhaps,  as  much. 
making  a  difference  between  the  price  before  aoa 


merits  of  this  petition  f  and,  that  I  may  be  strictly    after  the  embargo,  of  from  fire  to  aeven  dollars  a 


barrel.  I  speak  from  no  theory,  bet  from  aa  ao- 
thentic  commercial  information  as  any  in  the  na- 
tion, when  1  say  that,  if  any  persona  wish  to  ex- 
port flour,  vessels  from  the  bastern  Stales  can  be 
got  to  clear  out  coastwise,  take  all  riak  on  them* 
selves,  and  put  that  flour  in  any  port  named  by 
the  person  chattering  ttie  vessels,  for  a  less  sumr 
per  oarrel  than  the  difference  in  price  betwoon 
flour  here  and  abroad ;  in  some  cases  for  less  than 
the  difference  in  price  here  before  and  since  the 
embargo.  This  is  the  actual  state  of  things.  The 
original  grower  of  the  article  and  the  miller  there* 
fore  suffer  almost  eiclasively. 

'Let  us  take  it  in  another  point  of  view.  It  ie 
true,  as  the  petitioners  have  stated,  and  pity  'lie 
that  it  is  tnle,  that  the  Hudson  and  Northern 
rivers  have  been  blocked  up  all  the  Spring  by 
ice,  while  the  Southern  rivers  have  been  open. 
But,  sir,  is  that  all  the  difference  in  the  rela* 
tive  hardship  of  the  embargo?  For  my  part, 
I  can  conceive  nothing  more  iofquitous  io  prin- 
ciple than  the  law  in  operation.  The  embargo 
is  at  Baltimore  and  Alexandria  for  ninety  days ; 
in  New  Orleans  for  bow  many  ?  It  is  here  in  tta 
full  operation  from  the  day  of  its  imposition  to 
the  3d  day  of  July ;  in  New  Orleans  it  went  inio 
operation  perhaps  about  -four  weeks  after  it  went 
into  operation  here.  The  people  here  are  suffer* 
ing  under  the  pressure  of  the  embargo  for  ninety 
days,  while  the  people  of  New  Orleans,  to  whom 
you  are  lavishly  giving  almost  everything  yon 
have,  will  be  embargoed  for  only  sixty  days. 
This  is  most  unjust^  and  as  respects  -the  federa- 
tive system,  a  most  iniquitooe  distinction. 

For  my  part,  sir,  T  cannot  help  looking  at  the 
signs  of  the  times.  I  see  a  parallel  that  runs  al- 
most on  all  fours  between  these  days  and  the  days 
of  the  administratioa  of  Mr.  Qrenville  and  Lord 
North,  in  England,  and  the  last  days  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  John  Adaoaa.    I  see  the  a^e 
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disrcspeotto  the  Voiee  of  the  people;  Uiesame 
eoD tempt  with  which  their  bumble  remoostreo- 
ees  are  treated ;  for  I  ^roaouDoe  it  to  be  a  cod- 
Itmpt  to  say  that  we  will  take  (heir  case  iuto 
eoBsideratioo  at  a  time  beyood  which  it  will  be 
of  00  afail  to  coasider  their  petitions}  like  a 
physician  who,  when,  s^nt  to  by  yovt  for  advice 
and  relief  in  a  dangerous  disease,  should  ^nd 
yon  word  he  would  cone  and  see  you  in  the  next 
century.  . 

But  are  the  effects  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
portray  the  only  ones  suffered  from  the  operation 
of  this  blister  plaster— the  embargo?  Look  at 
your  export  of  provisions :  the  last  yeitr  but  one 
It  was  ten  millions ;  the  last  year  more  than  dou- 
ble that  amount.  Is  there  any  man  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  and  the  course  of  trade 
who  does  not  believe  that  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year  1812  has  far  exceeded  any  other  quarter  of 
any  preceding  yearl  He  cannot.  Aod  in  this 
situatioo,  in  the  moat  flourishing  trade  ever  car- 
ried on  in  these  great  commoditiei^,  in  the  staff 
of  life,  in  the  principal  article  we  have,  to  ^ell; 
in  a  period  when  commerce  is  niore  flourishing 
(except  as  far  as  it  is  impaired  by  our  own  re- 
atriclions)  than,  for  years  before,  we  have  been 
called  upon  to  commit  this  political /e/o  deae. 
The  operation  of  the  measure  has  been  what  1 
have  mentioned,  and  it  has  the  effect  to  enable 

2eoulaters  to  combine  and  obtain  produce  at 
eir  own  pricea  to  ship  at  the  end  of  ninety 
day».  The  annual  list  of  our  exports  of  bread* 
atuff  is  of  itself  a  conclusive  argument.  In  the 
year  1807,  the  breadstuffsof  this  country  exported 
amounted  to  $14,400,000,  a  greater  amount  than 
they  had  ever  before  attained.  In  the  succeeding 
year,  although  for  a  part  of  that  year  the  embar«> 

go  was  not  in  operation*-*!  speak  of  the  custom- 
onse  year,  and  not  of  the  year  from  the  1st  of 
Jannary  to  the  31st  of  December — although  the 
embargo  was  not  during  the  whole  year  in  oper- 
ation, yet  such  was  its  eflects  that  these  exports 
fell  down  to  three  and  a  half  millions.  In  the 
year  1809  they  partially  recovered  and  got  up  to 
eight  millions ;  m  1810,  when  the  trade  began  to 
breathe  a  little  from  the  effects  of  our  own  stat- 
utes, they  mounted  to  ten  millions.  In  1811,  as 
I  said  before,  they  were  upwards  of  twenty  mil- 
lions; aod  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  present 
year  I  have  no  hesitation  in  sayioff  they  exceeded 
the  export  in  the  same  period  of  any  year  from 
the  commencement  q(  the  Government  to  the 
present  day.  And  in  this  situation  we  have  laid 
an  embargo — as  a  precursor  to  war,  it  is  said.  If 
90|  it  should  be  shown  how  it  adds  one  single 
man  to  our  artny,  a  single  gun  to  our  forts,  a 
aittgle  sailor  to  our  navy,  or  a  ehilliog  tp  the 
Treasury*  As  the  reverse  is  self-e video tly  true, 
it  follows  of  course  if  we  do  not  mean  to  go  to 
war,  that  we  ought  to  shake  off  this  night-mare 
which  is  palsying  all  the  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, aokd  the  feelingaof  the  peoole.  All  the 
excitement  we  see  in  this  nation,  ail  the  talk  of 
war,  is  that  prodOeed  on  the  people  in  conse- 
quence of  the  oppressive  acts  of  the  party  in 
power,  of  the  pressure  prolaced  by  their  own 


Government,  like  that  produced  hy  the  aeditioi 

act,  the  alien  act^  and  the  eight  per  cent,  loans  g 

Mr.  Adilms's  Administration  ;  the  excitement    i 

among  those  who  are  opposed  to  them.     Gk>   t 

war,  without  money,  witboot  men»  without 

navy  !    Go  to  war  when  you  have-not  the  coui 

age,  while  your  lips  utter  "war,"  to  lay  w^ 

taxes!    When  your  whole  courage  is  exhibitei 

in  passing  resolutions !    The  people  will  not  b^ 

lieve  it.    The  gentleman  from  New  York    ha 

well  said  that  it  is  not  the  conduct  of  the  ididoi 

ity,  but  of  the  House  itself  and  of  the  Crowerx 

ment — and  I  might  go  on  and  add  of  the  Groi 

ernment  prints — of  the  most  violent  Grove r^ 

ment  prints,  which  has  impressed  the    peopi 

with  an  idea  that  there  was  to  be  no  war.     I  sa  i 

on  a  late  occasion  on  this  floor,  with  much  difC 

dence  of  the  state  of  my  information  when  I  dii 

fered  from  the  very  extraordinary  man   at   th 

head.of  the  Treasury,  that  I  could  not  be  brough 

to  believe  that  he  could  obtain  money-  at    th 

legal  interest,  and  experience  bears  me  out  i 

that  opinion.    The  first  loan,  only  for  eleven  ini| 

lions,  has  failed,  and  in  so  far  as  it  has  failed  ba 

cast  disgrace  on  the  credit  of  the  country.     ] 

the  first  loan  at  the conunencement  of  your  waj 

when  trade  is  embarrassed,  and  moneyed  met 

not  knowing  what  to  do  with  their  mooey^  can 

not  be  filled,  how  will  you  obtain  the  succeed ioj 

loans  1    The  reason  why  the  public  mind  is  im 

pres«>ed  with  an  opinion  th«t  ^here  will  be  n 

war  is,  because  the  public  are  totallv  unaware  <; 

the  high  price  at  which  this  House  holds  its  ow| 

oonsis^ency — thai  the  ruin  of  the  nation  weigh 

nothing  in  the  scale  against  it    Th^  reason  wbj 

the  public  mind  has  Iwen  impressed  with  an  ide 

that  there  would  be  no  war  is  not  the  breakioj 

up  or  down  of  this  or  that  system  of  restrictioc 

but  they  must  have  been  blind  and  deaf  not  t 

have  seen  that  there  has  not  been,  from  the  be 

ginning  of  the  session  to  this  day.  any  system  a 

all.    It  is  notorious,  and  is  as  well  known  to  thi 

well  informed  genttemen  in  this  House  as  to  an; 

gentleman  in  this  nation.    There  has  been  nti 

thing  like  a  system;  and  the  bill  passed    thi 

House  a  few  days  ago  in  relation  to  the  War  D« 

partment  proves  there  has  been  no  system,  pasi 

log  resoloiioos  to  lay  taxes  by  overwbelmioj 

majorities,  and  letting  them  lie  on  the    tabh 

and  reiving  on  the  scanty  resource  of  borrowing 

which  has  failed,  proves  that  yon  have  no  system 

and  yet,  sir,  I  do  not  mean .  to  say  that  you  wi] 

not  have  war;  but  with  the  gentleman   froa 

New  York  I  will  say,  because  I  know  it,  tbat  yo< 

have  neither  army^  ships,  seamen,  nor  system 

Onderthese  circumstancesi  sir,  you  may  have  wai 

That  one  of  the  two  great  belligerents   witl 

whom  we  are  about  to  come  into  contact,  cai 

have  no  objec4ion  to  see  all  our  ships  and  sea 

men  driven  by  the  operation  of  this  law  M-ithi] 

her  grasp;  for  sailors  who  have  received  fifty 

four  dollars  a  month  to  go  to  sea,  will  not  receive 

fifty-four  dollars  a  month  to  come  back;  an< 

there  will  be  very  little  need  of  a  hot  press  oi 

the  river  Thames,  or  the  river  Liffe^ ,  to  man  thi 

British  navyi    She  can  have  no  objection  to  stei 
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oarpiopertf  all  drivea  by  ourowo  ael  into  her 
grasp  u  ft  Mecarsor  to  war ;  nor  can  she,  if  her 
Onlefs  io  Uooneil  were  dictated  by  a  fear  of  ri- 
nijy  in  trade  from  our  commercial  spirit^  have 
aof  objection  to  see  that  spirit  laid,  not  in  the 
Red  Sea,  but  in  the  Fresh  rirer  of  embargo. 

My  own  opinion  decidedly  is,  said  Mr.  H.  that 
if  we  mean  to  go  to  war,  we  should  have  refused 
ictre  of  absence  to  the  honorable  and  worthy 
cbairoiftn  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  to  ha? e 
gone  home.  We  should  hare  gone  into  commit- 
tee of  luppiy,  granted  the  supply  wanted  by  Qov- 
rnmeDt,  and  take  them  out  of  the  disgraceful 
sitattioo  in  which  they  are  now  placed  in  endeav- 
oriog  to  borrow  money  and  not  being  able  to  ob* 
uiD  it.  The  laying  of  tales  should  have  been 
prepaiatory  to  the  loan*-the  first  measure  taken 
after  we  met  here,  if  our  intention  be  really  to 
vafe  active  war  which  shall  not  recoil  on  the 
beads  of  our  own  people  and  Qorernment,  and 
inrolTe  tbe  latterin  disj^race.  But,  Mr.  R.  said, 
it  seemed  that  after  laying  out  all  the  money  to 
make  preparation  for  a  war  faj  land,  after  refusing 
almost  to  take  any  measure  lor  the  proteciion  of 
tile seacoast,  and  adding  nothing  to  oar  Navy ;  un- 
der tbese  circamstances  they  were  about  towage 
a  war  of  predatory  rapine,  and  all  the  military 
jveparaiiona  for  the  en8uin|(  year  were  to  erent* 
Bate  io  nothing.  After  .this,  said  he,  I  shall  not 
be  torprised  if,  when  we  receive  news  of  inroads 
from  tbe  savages,  we  were  forthwith  to  ,boUd  a 
fleet  to  repel  them.  We  had  put  all  our  means 
io  ao  Army,  and  we  are  now  about  to  wajj^  a 
pm/aiory  war,  to  be  carried  on  by  the  exertions, 
penoQil  and  pecuniary,  of  individuals ! 

Ireotnre  to  affirm,  sir,  said  Mr.  ft.  that  tbe 
New  York  election  of  the  Spring  of  1800  was  not 
more  portentous  of  the  events  which  thereafter 
my  soon  ensued,  than  tbe  eleclions  now  going 
OD  are  portentous  of  the  destiny  of  this  Adminia- 
ttaiioo.  Tbe  people  will  support  yon  in  what- 
efer  is  just  and  necessary ;  they  would  have  done 
so  in  1799  and  1800.  They  would  then  have 
sooe  with  tbe  Government  to  war^  if  they  bad 
been  sensible  that  the  national  interest  required 
it.  Bat  yon  cannot  stem  the  current  of  popular 
seotiment ;  you  canoot  drive  the  American  peo^ 
pie  into  measures  which  they  see  and  which  they 
ieel  to  be  subversive  of  their  best  interests.  They 
vill  speak,  and  you  must  hear.  It  has  been  the 
ease  from  time  immemorial  with  all  Govern- 
neou — they  have  always  exhibited  a  proneness 
to  taru  a  deaf  ear  to  the  complaints  of  the  people. 
Some  Monarchs  have  even  shut  themselves  up 
ia  their  palaces,  and  refused  to  let  the  people  see 
ibeir  faces.  What  was  the  consequence'^  Every 
tbiag  without  was  discord  and  confusion ;  and 
ooe  of  ihe  most  remarkable  of  whom  we  read 
bad  to  set  fire  to  the  house  over  his  head,  from 
tbe  effecto  of  his  effeminacy  and  deafness  to  the 
▼oiee  of  the  people  over  whom  he  presided. 

1  bare  seen  ooe  revolution  in  the  councils  of 
the  nation,  and  I  do  not  want  to  see  another 
brought  about  by  the  operation  of  laws,  as  cruel, 
u  impolitic  and  wild,  as  destitute  of  rational  pol- 
icy as  the  one  now  under  consideration.    What- 


ever mav  be  the  detarminataon  of  tiie  Govera^ 
meat,  whether  peace  or  quati  war,  I  believe  we 
shall  ooDsuU  the  interest  of  the  people,  of  the  na« 
tbn,  and  consequently  of  the  Government,  by  an 
immediate  repeal  of  the  aot  in  question,  wniab 
every  man  sees  is  inadequate  to  the  pnrpoeea 
which  it  ostensibly  undertakes  to  answer. 

Mr.  JoBNBOM  said,  however  parliamentary  % 
diieussion  of  our  foreign  relationa  might  be  upon 
the  postponement  of  a  petition  ton  ceruin  period^ 
he  eould  not  believe  it  either  timely  or  interest-* 
ing.  If  the  House  were  notified  of  such  a  debate^ 
or  could  anticipate  it,  then  members  would  not 
be  taken  by  surprise.  He  said  he  did  not  rise 
with  a  view  toiinswer  all  tbe  remarks  that  had 
been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr* 
Rahoolpb,)  as  he  had  taken  no  memorandum^ 
nor  did  he  expect  to  have  made  a  single  remark; 
but  the  character  of  some  observations  would 
compel  him  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
a  very  few  minutes.  The  gentleman  from  Y'vt* 
ginia  has  reminded  us  of  tbe  signe  in  the  Northi 
the  elections  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York*. 
He  supposed  the  change  which  had  been  alluded 
to  would  not  give^iny  uneasiness  to  the  gentUr 
man,  if  we  judged  from  his  opposition  to  the  meaa* 
ures  of  the  present  Adaltnistration.  He  presumed, 
therefore,  that.lhe  House  wae  not  reminded  of  these 
political  signs  as  admonitions  to  change  theif 
course  of  measures,  with  a  view  of  susuining  tbe 
popularity  of  the  present  majority  in  Congreaa 
and  the  Administration<*-but  to  give  a  greatat 
impoUe  to  that  opposition  which  is  manifest  frooa 
thescplaces.  As  %o  those  elections,  he  would  smit 
that  the  people  had  their  righu,  and  he  did  not 
wish  to  encroach  upon  them,  and  he  hoped  thef 
would  eieet  .whom  they  pleased.  This  was  a 
Gh>vernment  of  the  people,  and  if  a  majority  ol 
the  nation  thought  with  the  gentleman  from  VIa* 
ginia,  then  indeed  tbe  time  would  soon  eomn 
when  he  and  thooe  io  the  opposition,  with  whoe^ 
he  seemed  in  most  cases  to  act,  would  come  intoi 
power,  end  they  might  pursue  a  difiesent  course 
of  measures,  as  thev  seemed  to  agree  very  weU 
in  what  course  that  should  be— retracing  our  ste^ 
But,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  should  be  dia« 
appointed,  of  which  Mr.  J.  said  he  had  little  doubt; 
then  the  present  majority  would  not  only,  retain 
their  present  popularity  and  pursue  the  course  they 
had  marked  out  for  themselves,  but  meet  the  sup^ 
port  of  tbe  people.  t 

But  the  same  gentleman  aays,  we  have  failed* 
in  negotiating,  the  loan— -and  therefore  disgrace 
has  fallen  upon  us.  He  did  not  know  whence 
such  information  was  derived.  Sufficient  time- 
had  not  elapsed  to  know  the  extent  of  the  succesei 
in  obtaining  a  loan,  and  only  two  days  had  been 

Siven  to  try  the  experimenL  But,  Mr.  J.  said., 
e  would  venture  tbe  assertion,  that  the  loan  had 
succeeded  well,  and  beyond  expectation,  takings 
into  view  the  violent  opposition  that  had  beea- 
made  to  it  by  certain  men  in  the  United  StateS| 
discouraging  every  individual  and  insiitotion, 
that  could  to  operated  upon  by  their  misrepresea'*. 
tations.  not  to  subscribe.  It  was  a  tory  opposi- 
tion, or  which  he  sppke,  in  the  cities  and  seaporu ; 


ld9i 


mmOKi  OF  CQNGRBKr. 


IS92 


H.  OF  R. 


PMioM'/ar  Hepeal  4tfthe  EnUattgh. 


Mat,  1813. 


and  an  opposiltoD  .whieh  would  not  be  quke  so 
bold  and  powerfui  in  a  time  of  war ;  and  he  trasted 
in  that  Heaven,  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  bad  appealed,  that  sixty  dayrs  would  not 
•^apf«  before  all  the  traitorous  oombinations  and 
•oppositions  to  the  laws  and  the  acts  of  the  Grcn- 
eral  OoTemment,  would  in  a  great  measure  cease 
••r  change,  and  moderate  their  tone. 

He  stated  that  in  times  of  war,aH  Ooremments 
bad  their  tories  and  their  traitors  and  enemies  in 
dii*guise  ;  and  to  such  be  alluded,  and  not  to  those 
who  were  Americans,  and  might  differ  from  those 
who  were  in  the  confidence  of  a  majority  of  the 
people,  an^  bad  voted  the  war.  With  respect 
to  the  loan,  be  farther  observed,  that  he  bad  09 
doubt  the  sum  subscribed  would  be  sufficient  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Governmeot ;  and  after  a 
declaration  of  war,  no  difl&colty  would  exist  as  to 
the  amount  of  loans.  The  Congress  woald  not 
then  be  represented  as  insincere  in  their  deter* 
mination  to  go  to  war;  nor  would  the  clamor 
against  the  loan  be  quite  so  high.  But  he  did 
not  see  what  connexion  this  subject  bad  with  the 
one  before  the  House*  He  should  pass  to  the  re* 
narks  of  the  gentleman,  that  we  were  proceeding 
as  did  the  blind  and  mad  Administrations  of  Lord 
North  in  England,  and  Mr.  Adams,  in  the  years 
^99  and  1800.  For  his  part  Mr.  J.  could  see  no 
lueh  anatogy ;  nor  did  lie  believe  it  existed^  what- 
•ver  might  be  the  sentiments  of  those  who  think 
otherwise.  Those  who  oppose  the  measures  of 
Congress  say  the  voice  of  the  people  is  disregard- 
ad  ;  and  so  has  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  said. 
Ittdeed  1  and  was  he  to  give  up  his  sentimentS) 
and  the  sentiments  of  those  whom  he  represented, 
because  the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  and  the  niaortty  in  this  House,  did  not 
agree  with  him  and  his  constituents,  and  with 
t£e  constituents  of  a  great  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  ?  with  the  same  propriety  and 
■iore,the  gentlemen,  who  made  this  char^,  inight 
be  called  upon  to  give  up  their  opposition  and 
their  Judgment  too,  if  jou  will,  and  with  much 
better  grace,  if  a  majority  of  this  nation  is  to  gov- 
ern, and  that  majority  to  be  ascertained  by  their 
representatives  here.  And  what  other  criterion  will 
be  established?  Mr.  J.  saidj  he  not  only  voted 
his  own  sentiments,  but  represented  truly  his  con- 
stituents, his  district ;  and  he '  presumed  other 
members  did  the  same.  If  that  was  the  case,  he 
did  not  believe  the  voice  of  the  people  was  disre- 
ffarded,  but  consulted,  except  it  was  disregarded 
oy  the  minority.  And  while  the  opposition  mem- 
bers exercised 'their  rights,  and  he  never  wished 
to  curtail  them,  they  should  recollect  that  the 
majority  had  rights  also,  and  could  not  be  ^called 
upon  with  any  propriety  to  abandon  them,  be- 
cause the  constituents  of  a  minority  in  the  House 
wished  it.  Such  a  principle  would  totally  de- 
atroy  the  great  fundamental  maxim  of  all  good 
and  rightful  Governments,  that  a  majority  should 
govern.  He  was  williDg  therefore,  that  the  im- 
partial world  should  judge  of  the  propriety  or 
correctness  of  such  a  charge,  and  he  would  pro- 
ceed to' the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia against  the  embargfo.    He  would  ask,  whe- 


ther the  gentleman  supposed  that  a  measure  10 
well  understood  would  be  abandoned  by  the  House 
to*day  for  any  argument  which  could  be  urged— 
a  measure  so  recently  adopted,  and  one  which 
had  been  the  subject  of  examination,  of  applaase, 
and  invective,  for  more  than  three  years  ?    He 

gesumed  that  no  sueh  calculation  conld  be  made. 
ut  the  gvntleman  from  Virginia  not  onlf  repro- 
bated this  measure  in  the  strongest  terms  as  a  co- 
ercive measure,  a  system  of  restriotion.  bat  as  a 
preliminary,  the  precursor  of  war,  it  was  eqoalif 
improper  and  a  destructive  measure ;  and,  as  s 
measure,  it  could  not  be  defended  hy  its  advocates. 
Mr.  J.  said  he  recollected  to  have  read  a  speech 
of  the  gentleman  himself  on  the  subject  of  an 
embargo,  before  he  bad  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  Cod- 
gross,  in  which  it  was  asserted  that  this  nation 
could  never  go  to  war  without  laying  an  embirgo 
pteviously,  and  for  a  limited  time.  Here,  then, 
we  have  the  authority  of  the  gentleman  himself 
many  years  ago,  who  declared  that  an  embirso 
was  not  only  wise  but  indispensable  as  a  precar- 
sor  of  war  ;  and  now,  it  is  the  most  iniquitous 
system  that  could  have  been  adopted,even  if  war 
is  intended,  upon  its  expiration,  and  not  only  this, 
but  it  subserves  the  views  of  France.  How  caa 
these  sentiments  and  opinions  be  reconciled  with 
former  declarations  and  opinion  as  to  an  embar- 
go ?  And  who  is  the  most  consistent,  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  who  believed  in  1806  an  em- 
bargo must  always  precede  war,  and  now  d^ 
nounoes  such  a  measure  as  unwise  and  destruc- 
tive of  the  best  interests  of  the  people;  or  those 
who  believed  with  the  gentleman  in  ISO&and 
who  continue  of  the  same  opinion  to  this  mo- 
ment, aod  who  have  actually  made  the  experi- 
ment recommended  by  the  gentleman  himself? 
Mr.  J.  said  he  had  adverted  to  this  cironmstanee 
on  account  of  the  charge  which  had  been  made 
upon  those  who  had  voted  for  the  emtMirga 

It  was  said  by  the  same  gentleman,  that  oar 
proceedings  reminded  him  of  the  days  of  ^98,  '99, 
dbc.  He  would  here  again  inquire  of  the  gentle 
man  bow  it  happened  that  he  was  in  most  cases 
ftmnd  acting  with  those  very  gentlemen  who  ap 
proved  the  measures  of  98-99,  and  not  with  those 
who  disapproved  them  ? 

Is  not  this  state  of  things  calculated  to  make  os 
doubt  the  similarity  of  tbexe  proceedings^  notwith- 
standing the  si  ooertty  of  the  cootrary  belief  ?  But. 
to  proceed.  The  gentleman  thought  he  had  1 
presentiment  of  some  great  calamity,  which  wv 
nanginff  over  tbis  nation.  Mr.  J.  did  not  pretend 
to  prophesy  of  events,  more  especially  of  any  ca- 
lamitous visitation  of  Providence,  but  he  would 
stale  that  in  his  opinion,  the  annals  of  the  world 
couid  not  give  an  instance  equal  to  that  of  a  free 
people,  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  blessings  of 
character,  property,  rights,  honor  and  liberty,  with 
means  to  maintain  them  and  their  independence, 
meanly,  treasonably,  and  ignominious] y  skalkiog 
from  the  danger  of  such  a  contest,  and  submitting 
to  a  system  of  insult  and  injury,  of  encroachmeoi 
and  forei^  domination,  which  would  end  in  the 
annihilation  of  every  object  for  which  a  free  Gor- 
ernoient  was  instituted.    And  he  thought  a  Re- 
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puUie  shoald  lore  pnace  and  cDoouras^e  an  9X^ 
laebfflfoi  to  that  desirable  state  of  things  abore 
alieirihiy  bleseiags,  except  of  liberty ;  he  hoped 
tiiaiwbea  that  ioesijmable  jewel  was  the  priza 
o/coDtest  erery  other  cuDsideralion  would  yield 
to  its  ioflaeace.  In  fact,  this  is  the  real  siiaatioa 
of  the  Uoited  States.  A  lore  of  peace  brought 
tiiem  to  the  briok  of  ruin ;  their  liberties  are  in 
dioger;  and  necessity  aow  drives  them  to  take 
optrms  to  avenge  wrongs  and  regain  their  lost 
K/)o{auoo.  He  called  upon  any  member  who 
715  opposed,  to  war  measures  to  pat  his  finger 
QfOQa&iDsle  essential  and  imprescriptible  right^ 
vitboui  Which  even  life  was  a  burden,  that  had 
Dot  been  violated  or  attempts  made  to  its  viola- 
tioo. 

The  people  hare  a  right  of  cultivating  their 
^1  and  sending  their  produce  to  foreign  mar- 
kets. This  right  bas« been  denied  and  assailed,  and 
at  ibis  moment  it  remains  destroyed*  Our  sea- 
meo  hare  a  right  to  personal  liberty  and  security 
opon  our  shores  and  in  our  merchant  vessels. 
Th&e  rights  are  violated,  and  thousands  of  our 
fellov-€itizens  are  wantonly  impressed  in  the  ser- 
me  ?  The  Union  of  the  States  is  the  ark  of  our 
safetjrfroin  foreign  enemieb  and  domestic  traitors. 
The  iaugrity  of  these  States  has  been  attempted, 
dometiic  tranqoillltv  has  been  aimed  at,  that  it 
migbt  be  soeceeded  by  a  civil  war.  The  United 
Slates  have  jurisdiction  in  their  own  Waters. 
This  JDrisdietion  has  been  despised,  defied,  and 
the  laws  mkted.  The  frontier!  are  thinly  set- 
tied,  aod  mostly  with  helpless  families  of  meUf 
women,  and  children.  These  are  murdered  by 
tke  lodisQ  hatchet,  and  by  British  influence,  and 
BO  right  can  be  mentioned,  worth  having,  that 
bas  Dot  been  assailed  directly  or  Indiiectly — not 
aecidentally,  but  systematically  $  and  at  this  very 
notoeni,  this  system  of  destruction  is  continued 
with  a  perseverance  that  astonishes  any  mind, 
aad  which  pays  no  heed  to  remonstrance,  to  jus- 
tice, to  leason,  the  laws  of  natioas  and  aegotia- 
tioQ.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  should  not 
cottsnh dangers  and  hazards;  the  United  States 
eodM  Dot  even  pause — they  most  go  on.  He 
would  resist  and  save  the  rights,  the  honor,  and 
iadepeadence  of  the  people,,  or  be  buried  in  the 
niiDs  of  their  overthrow. 

ilesaid  he  was  reminded  of  the  declarations 
of  those  who  were  unfriendly  to  republican  gov- 
frooieDt— tyrants,  monarchists,  friends  of  despot- 
ist and  privileged  orders,  afiected .  to  believe 
tiat  a  republican  j^overnment  could  not  eiist; 
^i  it  was  impracticable ;  that  the  people  would 
not  sapport  their  rights ;  that  they  could  not  be 
fnisted;  that  a  republican  government,  depend- 
ii>gupoo  the  will  of  the  people,  was  too  weak  to 
Moleod  with  a  monarchy.  He  believed  such 
Khtiments  a  libel  against  republican  govern- 
mfBis.  particolarly  the  American  Gowernment. 
He  believed  a  republican  government  was  the 
strooftst  oD  earth ;  and  such  was  the  opinion  of 
j^iilostrioos  Jefierson,  one  of  the  greatest  and 
i^t  men  on  earth.  He  knew  the  people  were 
i^dy.able,  and  willing  to  defend  their  rights, 
^ad  maintain  their  independence.  , 


BfitealfulatioBs.bave  been  made  by  thegea- 
tleman  from  Virginia  as  to  the  influence  of  the 
embargo,  as  to  the  prices  of  our  produce,  flour, 
&c.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  embargo 
ought  not  to  have  been  laid  without  a  most  evi- 
dent necessity ;  nor  ought  any  other  restrictions 
without  the  very  best  reasons.  But  because  the 
embargo  had  an  influence  upon  produce,  was 
that  alone  a  good  argument  against  it?  The 
same  argument  would  have  appUed  with  double 
force  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  when  the 
three  pence  upon  a  pound  of  tea  was  the  imme- 
diate cause  01  opposition  to  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty in  the  Revolution.  He  would  not  say  it 
was'  the  sole  cause  of  the  Revolution.  No;  it 
was  part  of  a  system  of  oppression  which  had 
commenced  many  years  before ;  much  like  that 
which  has  been  pursued  ever  since.  Principle 
and  not  profit  determined  the  patriots  of  that 
day.  They  might  have  been^  told  of  the  high 
price  of  produce,  and  the  blessings  of  peace,  and 
the  perils  of  war ;  and  indeed  they  mi^ht  have 
anticipated  the  eighty  thousand  lives  which  were 
lost  in  that  great  conflict,  and  the  880,000,000  of 
public  debt,  and  the  depreciation  of  paper  money 
and  property  to  the  amount  of  $100,000,000  more. 
But  these  arguments  would  not  avail  when  the 
alternative  was  political  slavery  on  one  hand, 
and  liberty  and  independence  on  the  other.  Had 
this. policy  governed,  the  independence  of  the 
United  Sutes  would  never  have  existed.  He 
said,  as  much  as  he  was  opposed  to  war  if  it 
could  be  avoided,  and  as  much  as  he  valued  life, 
and  he  had  ntimerous  friends  and  connexions 
which  made  existence  as  valuable  to  him  as  any 
other  man,  still  he  set  a  double  value  upon  it  in 
the  hope  anticipated  that  he  should  have  an  op- 
portunity before  many  weeks  of  wotinj^  for  war,, 
or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  against  a  na- 
tion which  had  attempted  for  more  than  twenty 
years  to  destroy  the  happiness  and  liberties  of 
tbe  people  of  the  United  Slates,  and  who.  seemed 
determined  not  to  be  satisfied  with  anything 
short  of  absolute  subjugation.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  says  the  majority  |iave  no  system ; 
that  they  have  not  voted  the  taxes;  that  if  war 
was  the  object,  the  taxes  should  be  first  laid.  As 
the  gentleman  was  opposed  not  only  to  all  prep- 
aration for  war,  but  to  the  ways  and  means  to 
carry  on  the  war,  he  could  not  suppose  his  plan, 
as  recommended  to  the  majority,  would  carrf 
any  obligations  with  it.  If,  indeed,  the  gentle* 
man  had  been  in  favor  of  the  measure,  his  opin- 
ion might  have  had  great  influence.  But  as  to 
the  taxes,  it  would  be  recollected,  that  there  was 
a  distinct  resolution  that  no  taxes  should  be  laid 
until  a .  declaration  of  war.  It  is  known  to  all 
that  the  taxes  proposed  are  war  taxesj  and  as  war 
taxes  they  remained  in  their  proper  place — in 
possession  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Mr.  J.  said,  i(  the  bill  for  laying  the  taxes  was 
before  the  House,  he  would  not  vote  for  them 
uptil  a  declaration  of  war  or  letters,  of  marque 
and  reprisal.  He  had  no  idea  of  fixing  the  bur- 
den of  uses  upon  the  people,  unless  it  was  for 
the  purposes  of  supporting  a  war  tp  maintain 
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their  own  rights  and  indepeDdenee.  He  did  aot 
wonder,  therefore,  at  the  sdggestioD  of  the  cen- 
tieman  that  the  taxes  ought  lo  be  laid,  which 
would  be  another  theme  of  complaint  and  denun- 
ciation. When  war  ia  declared,  taxes  will  be 
laid  if  necessary,  and  iK>t  without.  A  QoTerli- 
ment  which  cannot  protect  itself  and  its  citizens 
from  outrage  and  plunder,  does  not  deserve  the 
name :  and  freemen  who  will  not  iSght  for  their 
rights  do  not  deserve  to  enjoy  them. 

Mr.  CALRonN. — Mr.  Speaker:  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  discuss  the  merits  of  (he  embargo 
law,  or  to  follow  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in 
that  maze  of  arguments  and  assertions  through 
which  he  has  thought  proper  to  wander.  The 
House  must  be  wearied,  and  can  receive  no  addi- 
tional light  on  a  subject  whiah,  through  the  zeal 
of  some  eentlemen  in  opposition,  has  been  so  fre- 
quently dragged  into  discussion.  I  cannot  sup- 
pose that  our  opponents,  in  their  tmptinity,  are 
governed  bv  an  expectation  that  a  change  will  be 
made  in  the  opinion  of  any  individual  of  the 
majority.  This  they  must  see  is  hopetesa.  The 
measure  has  been  too  recently  adopted,  and  after 
too  much  deliberation,  to  leave  to  the  most  san- 
guine any  hope  of  change.  To  reply,  then,  to 
the  arguments  of  gentlemen  on  the  general  mer- 
its of  the  embargo,  would  be  an  useless  consump- 
tion of  time,  and  an  unwarranted  intrusion  on 
the  patience  of  the  House.  This,  as  I  have  al- 
ready stated,  is  not  my  intention ;  but  it  is  my 
object  to  vindicate  the  motion  now  under  discus- 
sion from  unmerited  censure,  and  to  prove  that  it 
cannot  be  justly  considered  as  treating  the  peti- 
tioners with  contempt.  I  am  aware  that  the  right 
to  petition  this  bod]r  is  guarantied  by  the  Con- 
stitution, and  that  it  is  not  less  our  interest  than 
our  duty  to  receive  petitions,  expressed  in  proper 
terms,  as  this  is,  with  respect. 

Two  propositions  have  been  made  relative  to 
the  disposition  of  the  petition  now  before  us; 
one  to  refer  to  a  committee— the  other,  chat  is 
now  under  discUitsion,  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  to  a  day  beyond  the  termination  of 
the  embargo.  It  is  contended,  not  by  argument 
but  assertion,  that  the  former  would  have  been 
more  respectful  to  the  petitioners.  They  have 
left  us  to  conjecture  the  reasons.  I  ask,  then, 
why  would  it  be  more  respectful  ?  Would  it  pre- 
sent stronger  hopes  of  success,  or  admit  as  great 
latitude  of  discussion  on  its  merits  ?  The  gen- 
tlemen know  that  it  would  not.  They  well  know 
when  the  House  wishes  to  give  the  go-by  to  a  pe- 
tition, it  has  been  usually  by  the  very  motion 
which,  in  this  instance^  they  advocate.  On  a 
motion  of  reference,  debate  on  the  merits  is  pre- 
cluded ;  and,  when  referred,  the  committee,  where 
there  is  no  hopes  of  success,  usually  let  it  sleep. 
But,  sir^  I  ask  what  is  the  necessity  for  referring 
this  petition  to  a  committee  ?  What  are  the  ol^ 
jects  of  a  reference  ?  I  conceive  them  to  be  two ; 
one  to  investigate  some  matter  of  fact,  and  the 
other,  when  a  subject  is  much  tangled  with  de* 
tail,  to  digest  and  arrange  the  parts,  so  that  the 
House  may  more  easily  comprehend  the  whole. 
This  body  is  too  large  for  either  of  those  opera- 


tions, and  therefore,  a  reference  ii  had  to  aoiall 
ones.  Neither  of  these  furnish  a  good  reason  fi 
the  commitment  of  the  present  petition.  Tl 
facts  are  not  denied,  ana,  as  to  detail,  there 
none.  It  ends  in  a  point,  the  repeal  of  the  emba 
go  law,  and  has  been  so  argued  in  oppositio 
This  House  is  as  folly  competent  to  dttvcose  i 
merits  now,  as  it  would  be  after  the  report  of  an 
committee  J  and  the  motion  to  postpone  admi 
of  the  greirtest  latitude  of  diseassion  on  its  me 
its.  This  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Vi 
ginia  has  proved.  He  has  argued  not  only  c 
the  merits  of  the  petition,  but  the  embargo,  at 
almost  every  subiect,  however  retnotely  coi 
nected.  I  know  that  the  motion  is  taotamoui 
to  that  of  rejection  in  the  present  instance.  1 
fact,  it  has  been  vindicated  by  the  mover  on  ih 
ground.  He  has  justly  said,  as  we  cannot  grai 
the  relief  prayed,  we  ought  to  act  with  prom  pi 
tode  and  decision,  so  that  the  petitioners  m2 
know  what  to  expect.  This  motion  has  thi 
character.  It  leaves  no  expectation  where  tbej 
can  be  no  relief.  I  know,  air,  we  raig^ht  hai 
acted  rery  differeatly ;  we  might  hare  span  oi 
the  hopes  of  the  petitioners.  Borne  may  thii 
that  it  would  be  sound  policy,  but  in  my  opinio 
it  would  be  unworthy  of  this  House.  Candor,  i 
our  Qovernment,  is  one  of  the  flfat  p<Hittcal  vi 
tues.  Let  us  always  do  directly,  what  w«  inteo 
shall  finally  be  done. 

Since  there  can  be  no  objection  to  the  motic 
now  before  the  House,  it  remains  to  beconsider« 
whether  the  relief  prayed  oo^ht  to  be  granted, 
am  sensible  that  the  maxim  is  generally  eorrec 
that  individual  profit  is  national  aain ;  and  th) 
the  party  interested  is  the  best  judge  of  the  ha: 
ard  and  propriety  of  a  speculation.  But  thei 
are  exceptions ;  there  are  cases  in  which  the  Qo' 
emment  is  the  best  judge — and  such  are  thoi 
where  the  future  conduct  of  Gtovemmeot  is  tl; 
cause  of  the  hazard.  It  certainly  is  the  best  jud^ 
of  what  it  intends  ^  and,  in  those  caaea  wrhere 
foresees  a  hazard,  it  ought,  in  humanity  to  tl 
merchants,  to  restrain  their  speculations.  Sue 
is  the  present  cane.  Manv  of  oar  merchants  lab< 
under  a  delusion  as  to  the  measurei  of  OoTen 
meat :  nor  can  this  seem  strange,  since  some  get 
tlemen,  even  in  this  House,  have  taken  up  snc 
mistaken  yiews  of  things.  With  such  conce] 
tiona  of  the  course  of  events,  as  the  gentlema 
from  New  York  thinks,  will  take  place,  I  am  m 
surprised  that  he  should  advocate  the  prayer  < 
the  petition.  He  believes  that  the  embargo  wi 
be  permitted  to  expire  without  any  hostile  mea 
ure  being  taken  against  Great  Britain  ;  and  tha 
in  the  present  state  of  our  preparation,  it  w^oul 
be  madness  to  think  of  war  in  sixty  days  or  an 
short  period.  When  I  hear  such  laneuag^e  o 
this  ftoor,  I  no  longer  wonder  that  merchants  ai 
petitioning  you  to  make  speculations,  which,  in 
short  time,  must  end  in  their  ruin.  I  ask  the  get 
tieman  from  New  York,  who  are  the  true  frienc 
to  the  petitioners;  the  majority,  who,  foreseein 
the  hazard  to  which  they  would  be  exposed^  ri 
strain  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  Britis 
cruisers;  or  the  minority,  who,  by  suppressin 
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tkeffidenec  of  dangeTf  induce  them  to  enter  into 
theooft  ruinoos  spjecolaiioiis  ?  By  tiie  one,  the 
maehants  atill  retain  their  property,  depreciated, 
it  is  true,  in  «  amalL  degree:  hy  the  other,  it  will 
be  lost  to  themselres  and  their  conntry,  and  will 
go  to  aogment  the  resources  of  our  enemy.  For, 
.qr.let  me  assure  Che  gentleman  that  he  makes  a 
rerf  erroneous  estimate  of  our  preparations,  and 
ibeiiaie  at  which  we  wtli  act«  Our  army  and 
oeisures  are  not  only  on  paper,  as  he  states ;  but, 
were  this  the  proper  time  and  subject,  it  could  be 
iliown  that  rery  considerable  ad  ranees  have  been 
oude  to  pat  the  country  into  the  posture  of  de- 
iience,  and  to  prepare  our  forces  for  an  attack  on 
osr  enemy.  So  far  from  being  unprepared,  sir,  I 
bdiere  ihMy  io  four  weeks  from  the  time  that  a 
iiedantion  of  war  is  heard  on  our  frontier;  the 
wboleof  Upper  and  a  part  of  Lower  Canada  will 
be  in  our  poesessioo.  We  will  not,  I  hope,  wait 
the  expiration  of  the  embargo  to  take  our  stand 
ifiiiist  England  ;  that  stand  which  the  best  tn- 
tens:  sod  honor  of  this  nation  have  so  loudly 
demsoded.  With  such  a  prospect,  I  again  ask, 
vooU  it  be  humanity,  or  cruelty,  to  the  petition- 
ers, to  grant  their  prayer ;  and,  by  relaxing  the 
embargo  in  their  laYor,  to  entice  them  to  certain 
destnetioo? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  stated,  to  induce 
IIS  to  repeal  the  embargo  law,  and  to  make  it 
odioQs,!  snnxMe,  with  the  community,  that  it  op- 
erated ien  severely  an'the  merchant  than  on  the 
ftrmer  aod  miller.  He  did  not  prore  very  di»> 
lioclJf  how  this  unequal  pressure  was  produced. 
Bttt  1  anderstood  him  to  say  that  Eastern  ressels 
coold  be  had  with  so  much  facility  to  make  ship- 
ments to  any  European  port,  and  that  flour  had 
risen  so  mnch  already  in  consequence  of  the  em- 
bsifo.  that  the  rise  ia  the  price  nearly  compen*' 
ai«i  for  the  additional  risk  and  price  of  exporta* 
tios.  I  observe  the  gentleman  shakes  his  head 
la  disapprobation  of  the  statement.  I  suppose  I 
mistook  his  statement.  However,  I  could  n^t 
mistake  the  conclusion  which  he  drew,  that  the 
merehants,  by  eluding  the  embargo,  had  prevent- 
ed the  depreciation  of  the  price  of  wheat  and 
floor  on  hand.  This,  sir,  is  sufficient  for  my  pur- 
pose. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  must  know 
tbt,  from  the  character  of  trade,  the  profit  of  such 
uide,  if  it  really  exists,  cannot  be  confined  to  the 
merchants.  It  would  soon  raise  the  price  of  4read- 
itufis  in  the  hands  of  the  other  classes  of  the 
cwnmuoity^  and  .would  prove  that  his  statement 
^  the  distressed  eondttion  of  the  millers  and 
^ers  cannot  be  correct. 

Ia  his  zeal  against  the  embargo,  the  gentleman 
irom  Virginia  says,  it  was  engendered  between 
ibe  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  and  the  Ex- 
ttoiire.  Engendered  !  The  gentleman  must  be 
sensible  of  the  impropriety  of  such  language,  as 
^pUed  to  the  Executive  or  a  committee  of  ibis 
Hooie.  No,  sir,  it  was  not  engendered,  but  adopt- 
ed by  both  the  Executive  and  c^nmittee,  from 
its  manifest  propriety  as  a  prelude  to  war.  There 
is  DO  man,  in  his  reason,  ana  uninfluenced  b)r  party 
feelings,  but  must  acknowledge  that  a  war  io  this 
eooniry  ought  almost  in  variably  to  be  preceded 


by  an  embargo.  The  very  persona  most  load 
against  that  measure,  woulcf  ^  the  most  clamor- 
ous httd  it  not  preceded  the  war.  There,  sir,  has 
been  much  false  statement  in  relation  to  the  em- 
bargo. I  remember,  when  it  was  undef  discussion 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  a  gentleman  then  ob- 
served, he  had  certain  information  that  the  French 
Minister  had  been  importuning  our  Government 
to  stop  the  exportation  of  breadstufis  to  the  Penin- 
sula. I  know  not  whether  he  intended  to  insin- 
uate this  as  one  of  the  causes  of  the  embargo. 
Be  it  as  it  may,  I  do  assert,  from  the  highest  au* 
thority,  that  no  snch  application  has  ever  been 
made,  directly  or  indirectly,  on  the  part  of  the 
French  Government.  The  assertion  was  of  such 
a  nature,  as  induced  me  to  inquire  into  its  cor- 
rectness; and  the  result  is  such  as  I  have  stated. 
I  can  scarcely  suppose  that  the  gentleman  intend- 
ed to  convey  the  idea  that  French  influence  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  measure.  He  must  know 
that  either  the  Executive  ora  majority  of  this  bod/ 
would  resist,  with  the  greatest  indignation,  any 
attempt  to  influence  the  measures  of  Government ; 
but  such  has  been  the  use  made  of  it  by  certain 
prints,  either  through  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
connected  in  debate  with  the  embargo,  or  the 
very  imperfect  and  unfair  reports  of  the  secret 
proceedings. 

One  would  suppose,  from  the  language  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  he  was  much  ia 
Uie  secret  of  Government.  He  says  the  plan  now 
is  to  disband  the  Array,  and  carry  on  a  predatory 
war  on  the  ocean.  I  caO  assure  him  if  such  is 
the  plan,  I  am  wholly  ignorant  of  it ;  and  that, 
should  it  be  proposed,  it  would  not  meet  with  my 
approbation.  I  am  decisively  of  opinion  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  country  will  be  consulted  by 
calling  out  the  whole  force  of  the  community  to 
protect  its  rights.  Should  this  course  fail,  the 
next  best  would  be  to  submit  to  our  enemy  with 
as  good  a  grace  as  possible.  Let  us  not  provoke 
where  we  eanoot  resist.  The  mongrel  state,  nei* 
ther  war  nor  peace,  is  much  the  worst. 

The  gentleman  flom  Virginia  has  told  us  much 
of  the  signs  of  the  times,  I  did  hope  that  the 
age  of  superstition  was  past,  and  that  no  attempt 
would  be  made  to  influence  the  measures  of  Gov- 
ernment, which  ought  to  be  founded  in  wisdom 
and  policy,  by  the  vague,  I  may  say,  superstitious 
feelings  of  any  man,  whatever  may  be  the  physi^ 
cal  appearances  which  gave  rise  to  them.  Are 
we  to  renounce  our  reason  1  Must  we  turn  from 
the  path  of  justice  and  experience,  because  a 
comet  has  made  its  appearance  in  our  system,  or 
the  moon  has  passed  between  the  sun  and  the 
earth  7  If  so.  the  signs  of  the  times  are  bad  in- 
deed. It  would  mark  a  fearful  retrograde  in  civ- 
ilization ;  it  would  prove  a  dreadful  declension 
toward  barbarism,  oir,  if  we  must  examine  the 
auspices;  if  we  must  inspect  the  entrails  of  the 
timei*,  I  would  pronounce  the  omens  good.  It  is 
IVom  moral,  ana  not  from  brutal  or  physical  omens 
that  we  ought  to  judgsb;  and  what  more  favora- 
ble could  we  desire  than  that  the  nation  is,  at  last^ 
roused  from  its  lethargy,  and  thiat  it  has  deter, 
mined  to  vindicate  its  tateresi  and  honor.   On  the 


1S99 


HISTORY  OF  OONGRBSS- 


1400 


H.ofR. 


P^iiiomfor  Repeal  Qfthe  Embargo. 


Mat,  1813. 


contrary,  a  nation  sg  sunk  in  avarice,  and  so  cor- 
lupud  by  faction,  as  to  be  insensible  to  the  great- 
est^ injuries,  and  lost  to  its  independence,#nrould 
be  a  sight  more  portentous  than  comets,  earth- 
quakes, eclipses,  or  the  whole  catalogue  of  omens 
which  I  have  heard  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
enumerate.  I  assert,  and  gentlemen  know  it,  if 
we  submit  to  the  pretensions  of  England,  now 
openly  avowed,  the  independence  of  this  nation  is 
lost — we  will  be,  as  to  our  commerce,  recolonized. 
This  is  the  second  struggle  for  our  liberty ;  and, 
if  we  but  do  justice  to  ourselves,  it  will  be  no  less 
glorious,  and  successful  than  the  first.  Let  us  hut 
exert  ourselves^  and  we  must  meet  with  the  pros- 
pering smile  01  Heaven.  Sir,  I  assert  it  with  con* 
ndence,  a  war,  just  and  necessary  in  its  origin, 
wisely  and  vigorously  carried  op,  and  honorably 
terminated,  would  establish  the  integrity  and  pros* 
,^^erity  of  our  country  for  centuries. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  rose  to  explain.  He  must  have 
been  misunderstood  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky when  he  supposed  him  to  have  expressed 
an  unwillingness  to  see  a  change  effected  in  the 
Administration  of  the  Government.  He  cer- 
tainly had  not  expressed  himself  to  that  effect  3 
he  had  no  such  feeling.  On  the  contrary  (for 
he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  making  a  secret  of  his 
political  opinions)  he  could  scarcely  conceive  of 
any  change  which  would  not  be  for  the  beUer: 
since,  in  his  judgment,  the  affairs  of  this  country 
(whatever  be  the  object  of  our  policy — whether 
war  or  peace)  could  not  have  been  more  misera* 
bly  conducted  than  they  had  been  since  the  4th 
of  November  last.  It  was  not  to  the  change,  but 
to  the  means  by  which  it  seemed  likely  to  be 
brought  about,  that  Mr.  R.  had  expressed  any- 
thing like  repugnance.  It  was  to  the  particular 
means  aod  not  the  object  that  be  had  expressed 
dislike.  He  did  not  wish  to  see  a  change  effect- 
ed by  the  oppressions  and  exactions  of  the  Gov- 
ernment itself,  which  should  embody  and  bring 
into  power  a  long  depressed  party,  with  all  its 
feelings  of  resentment  or  of  another  description 
in  full  vigor  of  operation.  He  had  no  wisfi  to 
see  a  change  brought  about  by  means  like  this. 
He  deprecated  whatever  might  contribtite  to 
nourish  a  narrow  and  rancorous  party  spirit, 
which  had  been  too  long  the  curse  of  the  country. 
And  whenever  it  should  be  found,  to  use  the 
language  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Johnson,)  that  be  was  acting  with  this  or  that 
party,  indiscriminately  justifying  their  follies  and 
their  crimes,  he  should  feel  himself  obnoxious  to 
the  observations  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  and  not  until  then.  No.  sir,  said  Mr. 
R..  I  can  inform  that  gentleman  that  there  is  not 
a  greater  moral  impossibility  conceivable  by  the 
mind  of  man,  than  that  I  should  stand  in  such  a 
reliLtion  to  any  party  whatsoever.  Woe  be  unto 
that  man  who  consigns  himself  over  to  so  slavish 
a  bondage 1 

There  was  one  remark  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  which  he  Would  not  affect  to 
misunderstand.  The  gentleman  had  exuitingly 
said,  that  ere  the  ninety  days  should  elapse^  those 
in  opposition  to  the  metsures  of  Government 


!  would  be  taught  to  be  more  silent;  that  oaee 
fairly  entered  on  the  wai^Mr. ,  Johhson  said 
the  gentleman  would  understand  him  righdy* 
it  was  to  the  sort  of  opposition  made  to  the  loaa, 
which,  in  his  mind,  was  little  less  than  treason, 
that  he  had  applied  his  remarks.  He  had  do 
allusion  to  the  proceedings  of  that  House.]  Mr. 
R.,  in  continuation,  said  he  did  not  very  well 
understand  the  gentleman's  explanation,  becaase 
he  was  ignorant  of  the  species  of  oppositioa  to 
which  the  gentleman  referred.  He  had  alwayi 
considered  a  loan  to  be  a  voluntary  thing.  He 
had  heard  indeed  of  forced  loans,  but  if  by  a  loan 
was  meant  a  voluntary  act  on  the  part  of  the 
lender,  he  could  not  comprehend  the  nature  (^ 
an  opposition  to  a  public  loan.  True,  he  had 
seen  it  more  than  hinted  by  some  of  those  who 
will  be  hereafter  patriots  of  the  revolution— by 
some  of  those  who  had  escaped  from  the  justiee 
of  their  own  country  in  Europe — that  after  war 
was  declared  all  the  tories  should  be  tarred  aad 
feathered.  Fot  it  had  been  pronounced  that  thit 
was  to  be  a  second  war  for  independenee^a 
order  (he  supposed)  to  enable  the  patriots  afor^ 
said  to  enrol  their  illustrious  names  among  those 
of  the  heroes  of  the  Rerolution  No.  2.  As  loog 
as  he  retained  a  seat  on  that  floor — and  HeaTCO 
knows  bow  long  that  will  be — he  should  not 
hesitate  to  express  himself  with  the  utmost  free- 
dom, notwithstanding  any  invidious  personaUiiei 
to  which  it  might  subject  him.  He  disclaimed 
any  allusion  in  this  remark  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky. 

The  gentleman  had  endeavored  to  convict  bin 
of  the  eharge  of  inconsistency  on  the  subject  of 
embargo,  quoting  a  passage  in  a  speech  of  his  as 
far  back  as  March,  1806,  when  the  ground  was 
first  broken  which  has  since  produced  so  maof 
successive  crops  of  restrictive  measures.  To  sack 
a  charge  of  inconsistency  as  that,  he  should  hardljf 
take  the  trouble  to  make  a  defence.  But,  surelf, 
the  gentleman  would  recollect  that  since  that  pe- 
riod, we  bad  been  under  the  discipline  of  an  em* 
bargo  for  almost  eighteen  months.  If  that  be 
not  sufficient  to  core  the  embargo  mania,  if  that 
dose  has  failed  in  its  effect  on  any  man,  he  would 
only  say  he  was  an  incorrigible  subject,  and  oagbc 
to  be  dealt  with  accordingly,  by  being  sent  to  the 
hospital  for  incurables.  But  far  the  last  embargo, 
an  entbargo  for  sixty  days  preparatory  to  war 
would  have  had  the  effect  or  which  Mr.  R.  had 
spoken  six  years  ago,  and  for  which  this  was  os- 
tensibly laid.  But  the  doleful  experience  of  the 
embargo  of  1808-9,  drove  the  people,  one  aod 
all — Whig  and  Tory,  Monarchist  and  Democrat. 
Federalist  and  Republican — to  escape  as  from  a 
house  on  fire.  Suppose,  in  a  certain  stage  of  dis- 
ease, a  regular  physician  to  prescribe  the  warm 
bath,  and  his  sturdy  nurses  should  persist  ia 
plunging  the  unhappy  patient  into  a  caoldroo, 
and  parboiliog  him.  tor  forty-eight  hours,  do  you 
think  you  coul^  ever  prevail  upon  the  sick  maO; 
(supposing  him  to  survive  the  operation,)  or  the 
physician,  to  agree  to  another  exhibition  of  the 
remedy?  No,  sir;  "a  burnt  child  dreads  the 
fire."    The  word  embargo  baa  become  more  om* 
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ioQUs  ttiio  the  eroaking  of  a  niveo*  It  affeet« 
ill  classes  and  descriptloas  ot  people,  and  ail  the 
froibof  the  earth  pernh  before  it,  like  the  deso- 
laiJoD  of  those  ioensts  we  hear  of  in  Teneriffe. 
It  is  the  most  compendious  system  of  devastation 
ud self-destruction  ever  inrented^a  master-pieee 
of  bomaD  ingennity.  At  the  time  referred  to  by 
the  geotlematt  from  Kentncky ,  this  famoas  ex* 
periment  had  never  been  made,  nOr,  he  believed, 
iloaght  of,  by  any  btiman  being  in  the  world. 

Tbe  remarKS  made  on  the  subject  of  majoritv 
lod  minority,  were,  in'  their  charaeter,  so  mucn 
lib  those  to  which  he  had  been  accuetomed  to 
lisieo  Id  the  Spring  of  1800,  from  the  iliembera 
of  ibe  then  majority,  that  they  reminded  him,  as 
veil  as  other  cireumstaoces  which  forced  thorn*'* 
seirn  00  his  observation,  of  old  •  times.  There 
VIS  the  same  incessant  talk  of  the  majority 
^tkiog  the  sentiments  of  the  people  then  as 
Dov,aQd  that  the  minority  most  submit,  accom- 
ptsied  by  threats  by  no  mean*  unintelligible. 
Tbey  were  as  confident  of  their  strength  as  the 
mtjority  dow  is,  and  with  as  much  reason,  fot 
thef  had  some  system;  they  woiiild  [lersist  in 
rafioiog  couoter  to  the  public  sentiment,  under 
tbe  idea  of  swimming  with  it ;  and,  like  them, 
tb«3e  gentlemen,  witn  all  their  patriotism  and 
honor  and  gallantry,  and  seal,  will  sink  beneath 
tbe  ware  of  public  opinion,  never  to  rise  again, 
unless  they  rise  under  some  other  name. 

Tou  caDDot  go  to  war  with  the  people  divided 
on  (be  subject ;  and  the  elections  in  New  York 
aod  New  England  are  decisive  on  that  head. 
Tbisis  a  different  question,  sir,  from  that  of  our 
independeoee;  it  is  differently  brought  on,  under 
different  anspice^,  by  different  men,  and  under  far 
oiber  councils.  The  war  spirit  is  principally  stim- 
ulated at  this  motnent  by  those  who  have  escaped 
from  the  tyraony  (or  justice,  as  it  may  be  termed,) 
of  tbe  British  Government,  longf  since  the  war  of 
independence.    Almost  every  leading  press  in  the 
United  States  is  conducted  by  persons  of  that 
description.    The  two  leading  presses  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  one  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
»d  I  might  add  another,  in  a  third  city,  if  it  de- 
Krred  the  name  of  a  leading  press.    This  is  the 
description  of  persons  who,  in  resentment  of  tbe 
▼fongs  the^r  have  recently  received  from  the 
Irish  and  British  Gkivernments,  are  now  goading 
t»to  war;  talking  about  American  spirit;  the 
^irit  of  oar  Revolution ;  and  of  tarring  and 
fmherlng  the  **  Tories,'*  as  they  have  the  match- 
Ics  audacity  to  term  the  Whigs  of  the  Revolu- 
lioQ.  Let  them  beware.   I  have  a  "  Tory"  in  my 
(je  (Mr.  Stuart)  who  will  not  undergo  the  dis- 
cipline of  tar  and  feathers  from  these  second 
founders  of  the  Republic  without  resistance. 

We  may  talk  ot  war  as  we  please,  but  what 
approximation  have  we  made  to  it  ?  We  are  so 
niQcb  the  nearer  to  it  that  our  main  reliance,  our 
priocipal  staff-— the '  loan  to  raise  a  revenue — to 
carry  on  the  war— has  proved  to  be  a  broken  reed. 
We  complain  of  the  embargo,  and  gentlemen  tell 
Qs  of  war.  It  is  not  of  war  we  comrplain,  but 
of  embargo.  We  contend,  indeed,  that  war  can- 
Bot  be  waged  nnder  present  auspices  without 


defeat,  disgrace,  and  disaster  to  Ourselves.  We 
see  that  it  will  be  disastrous  and  ruinous ;  but 
our  present  complaint  is  of  its  precursor  its  avant 
courier,  the  embargo. 

One  gentleman  has  said  we  have  adopted  every 
measure  which  the  situation  of  the  country  re- 
quires in  case  we  meant  to  go  to  war.  We  have 
not  adopted  two  of  the  most  important  and  indis- 
pensable. We  have  not  passed  the  bills  for  rais- 
ing the  sa|)plies.  Mr.  R.  said  that  he  would  can- 
didly apprize  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  that 
he  should  haVe  voted  against  the  gentleman's 
taxes  because  he  was  opposed  to  the  war.  But 
this  was  no  apology  for  the  advocates  of  war. 
The  taxes  ought  to  have  been  laid,  if  war  was 
their  intention,  in  time  to  meet  the  expense,  in 
rime  for  t-he  proceeds  to  answer  the  poblic  exigen- 
cies, since  they  could  not  be  productive  untu  at 
least  twelve  months  af\er  they  shall  have  been 
imposed ;  instead  of  which,  a  burden  greater  in 
amount,  and  fiir  more  unequal  In  its  operation, 
had  been  laid  on  tbe  country  in  the  shape  of  an 
embargo,  destroying  our  resources  and  diminish- 
ing  tbe  already  small  receipt  of  the  Treasury. 

There  is  another  mea^ture,  one  advocated  most 
zealously  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
himself,  and  his  learned  and  amiable  colleague 
Whor  usually  sits  before  him,  i(Mr.  Chevbs,)  by 
the  honorable  Speaker  of  this  House,  and  by  most 
<yf  those  who  have  displayed  the  c^reatest  zeal  for 
war.    1  mean  measures  for  maritime  defence  and 
offence.    It  is  perfectly*  obvious,  if  we  go  to  war 
with  a  great  maritime  Power,  we  must  resort  to 
measures  of  naval  preparation.    We  are  told  of 
tbe  Sound  being  sealed  against  us,  (as  it  is  by 
Danish  privateers  under  French  orders ;)  and  how 
is  the  seal  to  be  taken  off?    By  calling  out  the 
mIKtia,  or  by  adding  two  additional  secretaries 
to  the  Department  of  War  ?    I'am  no  Navy  man, 
sir,  but  I  have  long  ago  declared,  and  I  flow  re- 
peat it,  that  this  nation  is  destined  to  be  one  of 
the  gireatest  naval  powers  on  earth.    Our  progre^ 
towards  this  stage,  fn  my  opinion,  has  been  mate- 
rially retarded  by  tbe  measures  of  our  own  €to<r- 
ernment,  and  I  speak  in  reference  particularly  to 
the  measures  of  Mr.  Adams,  who  attempted  to 
force  the  growth  of  our  Navy  prematureljr.   But, 
if  we  go  to  war  with  a  maritime  nation,  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  we  should  have  (  fleet. 
Tes,  sir ;  and  after  all  is  done  towards  prepara- 
tion for  war  that  is  now  proposed,  we  shall  be 
just  as  far  from  our  object  as  if  Great  Britain 
had  not  a  single  subject  iti  North  America. 

With  respect  to  our  trade,  its  present  state  may 
be  described  in  very  few  words.  Boglaad  takes 
all  our  ships  bound  to  France;  France  takes  all 
our  ships,  wheresoever  bound.  The  licensed  trad^ 
between  us  and  France  is  prohibited,  or  about  lo 
be  interdicted  by  the  United  States,  and  the  on- 
licensed  trade  is  prohibited  by  France.  And  for 
this  trade,  thus  prohibited  by  France  and  our- 
selves, we  aire  to  go  to  war.  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  urjg^e  any  argument  against  war ;  indeed,  I  feel 
ashamed,  after  the  masterly  argument  of  my 
colleague,  (Mr.  SnErPBYjJ  nowabseDi,on  leave, to 
say  anything  on  the  subject.    But  the  business 
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OB  haod  is  embargo,,  doc  war;  and  upoo  a  propo- 
sitloD  which  is  equivalent  to  a  rejection  of  the 

Eetition,  unquestionably  the  whole  subject  of  em- 
arjB^o  conies  up,  and  is  open  for  a  discussion* 

With  regard  to  the  design  of  the  majority  of 
this  House,  from  the  commencement  of  the  se^ 
sion  to  the  present  time,  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
say  anything;  for  this  plain  reason — that  I  am 
acquainted  with  their  designs,  only  from  their 
subsequent  acts;  but  I  ha? e  no  hesitation  in  aver- 
ring that,  if  the  session  was  to  go  over  again, 
thoselgentlemen  who  have,  from  a  yielding  dis- 
position; or  a  respect  to  the  opinions  of  their  vio- 
lent friends,  been  swept  down  the  current,  would 
make  an  efficient  and  manly  resistance;  for  I  see 
no  one,  unless  it  be  a  very  few,  some  one  or  two 
individuals  for  whom  I  profess  to  have  the  high-i 
est  esteem,  who  will  not  be  glad  to  get  out  of  lUe 
scrape.  But  they  have  advanced  to  the  brink  of 
a  precipice,  and  notleft  themselves  room  to  turn. 
They  win  be  balked  in  their  leap,  and  will,  un- 
questionably, be  found  in  the  bottom  of  the  pit 
below. 

I  am  sorry,  sir,  to  worry  the  patience  of  the 
House ;  but  I  understood  the  gentleman  who  nsu- 
ally  sits  on  my  right  to  make  some  allusion  to 
the  declaratioDs  made  by  me  during  our  secret 
session — certainly  to  none  which  I  made  when 
the  doors  were  open.  How  the  proceedings  of 
this  House,  in  secret  session,  became  public,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  say.  I  can  only  declare  that  I  was 
in  DO  wise  privy  to  the  act;  and  I  believe  .those 

Sentlemen  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  reed  the 
ebate,  and  sec  the  miserable  figure  which  the 
few  remarks  I  made  cut  there,  would  have  ab^ 
folved  me  from  having  any  hand  in  making  those 
proceedings  publie.  As  far  as  they  have  gone  to 
the  public,  I  nave  lelt  myself  individaally  injured 
and  aggrieved ;  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  re- 
.peating,  when  the  doors  are  open,  the  observation 
to  which  I  oresume  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  referred.  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire 
.Jiow  far  such  an  allusion  was  in  order.  I  did  say, 
.'When  the  doors  were  closed — and,  from  the  source 
of  my  information,  I  have  no  more  doubt  of  the 
&ct  than  I  have  that  Mr.  Barlow  has  gone  onr 
Minister  to  France  i  fori  did  not  see  him  go,  and 
it  may  be  a  false  report — that  I  had  the  best  rea- 
aoos  to  believe  that,  from  his  Qrst  coming  to  this 
.country,  the  French  Minister  had  pressed  the 
Aioerican  Government  to  cut  off  all  supplies  to 
the  Spanish  peninsula,  and  that  our  Qoveroment 
had  resisted  that  pressure.  Is  there  any  man,  who 
knows  anything  of  the  designs  or  policy  of  the 
French  Bmperor,  that  thiaks  heis  so  little  sensible 
of  bis  own  interest  as  not  to  have  desired  it  ?  Can 
it  be  believed  that  M.  Serrurier  was  sent  here 
without  powers  and  without  instructions,  to 
press  our  Qovernment  to  put  an  end  to  trade  be- 
tween us  and  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  ?  Is 
the  French  Cabinet  so  little  enlightened  as  not  to 
endeavor  to  attain  that  object,  so  desirable  to 
France,  when  that  endeavor  could  cost  them  noth* 
ing?  What  did  I  say  ?  That  these  attempts  had 
been  made,  and,  I  believe,  the  precise  expression 
was,  ^*  hitherto  eluded,"  or  parried,  by  an  argu- 


ment that  might  satisfy  even  a  Frenehmao;  that 
if  the  Emperor  wished  not.  to  excite  the  uoirw 
sal  execration  c^  the  people  a^^inst  Fraoce,  hi 
must  not  touch  our  trade  to  Spain  and  Poriugtl 
that  the  people  of  this  conntry  would  seod  theii 
vessels  wheresoever  they  could  get  a  markeL  i 
stated  these  facts,  and  I  stated  t£em  on  my  om 
r^ponsibility.  The  gentleman  from  South  Car 
olina  has  different  impressions.  I  presame^  thi 
gentleman  has  had  an  opportoaity  of  inveiii^t 
lag  the  subject,  i|nd  ascertaining  whether  such  i 
proposition  was  ever  made?  The  geailema) 
bows  assent.  Without  trenching  on  his  pririi 
leges,*!  would  be  glad  to  know  whiether  thegeoi 
tiaman  qaalifiea  that  denial  by  the  term  "official! 
Bereaose.  sir,  I  know  rather  too  moch  of  diploa^ 
cy  to  believe  that  there  is  black  and  white  for  i^ 
that  thare  is  any  correspondence  on  Ji/e  oa  th^ 
subject  I  do  not  believe  it;  but  I  have  nomon 
doubt  of  the  fact  than  I  should  have,  if  you,  sii 
or  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  hi  nisei 
were  to  tell  me  he  had  received  it  from  the  Pres 
ident  or  from  a  Cabinet  Minister.  I  can  har 
Dp  more;  and  if  the  information  of  the  geoile 
man  from  South  Carolina  came  from  the  saw 
source  as  that  which  I  possess,  nil  I  have  to  hi 
is,  that  one  story  has  been  told  to  the  gentleoui 
IVom  South  Carolipa,  and  a  diffisreat  story  to  mj 
self.  But  I  presume  that  that  cannot  have  bee 
the  fact.  As  the  old  people  say,  "it  stands  lorci 
BOQ,'*  chat  such  a  proposition  should  have  bee 
made  by  Mr.^  Serrurier*  It  was  too  desirable  t 
al^ect  to  be  overlooked.  Why  not  a&k3  fi 
cotthl  hot  meet  with  a  refusal,  and  then  he  woul 
be  as  well  off  as  before.  Why  not  as  well  pre^ 
our  Qovernment  on  that  point  as  to  put  an  eoi 
to  the  trade  of  St.  Domingo?  W*e  know  thi 
our  Gk>vernmeat  was  eo  pressed,  and  acceded,  ( 
the  requisition.  I  was  one  who  joined  in  so  dc 
ing  i  not  because  France  wished  it,  but  becaos 
I  bought  all  the  slavehoJding  Sutes  were  deepl 
interested  in  cutting  off  nil  sort  of  commonici 
tion  with  that  devoted  Island.  It  was  upon  tbi 
ground,  and  no.  other,  that  I  voted  for  that  law. 
With  respect  to  submission^  I  know  of  no  sp< 
cies  of  scibmission  to  the  pretensions  ot  the  be 
llgerents  more  complete  than  the  embargo.  It  i 
direct  and  unequivocal  submission  to  the  intei 
ests  and  wishes  of  France,  that  all  trade  betwee 
us  and  Spain  and  Portugal,  should  be  at  an  etn 
It  is  direct  and  unequivocal  submission  to  tfc 
Orders  in  Council,  because  they  tell  us  we  sha 
not  go  to  France,  and  we  will  therefore  go  n( 
where.  We  have  received  notice  from  an  enem 
not  to  travel  a  particular  road ;  to  avoid  subml 
ting  to  the  requisition,  we  keep  close  house ;  fc 
all  nations  know  how  to  compromise  what  ai 
called  their  rights.  We  have  practised  it  on  moi 
occasions  than  one,  and  shall  again,  when  the  o< 
casion  occurs.  There  is  but  one  nation  at  pre 
sent  in  the  world  that  does  it  not  frequently,  ao 
there  never  did  exist  in  my  recollection  but  on 
other — the  ancient  Romans  were  the  one;  an 
the  modern  Romans,  as  they  call  themselves,  tb 
ether — and  yet  the  Csesar  of  Caesars  knows  we 
how  to  compromise  his  rights.    It  is  very  fin 
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talbfiSf  about  riglil9«  bm  ike  qnt stiott  is  refMdf^ 
iDd  70a  nmst,  at  last,  be  governed  hy  cireuin- 
stioces.  Will  yon  pronoaoee,  that  all  who  hare 
gone  before  you  ftiave  been  dastards?  Will  yoa 
tt^  (bat  Wash ioff ton  submitted  ?  that  Adams 
submitted?  that  Jefferson's  Administration  was 
a  looff  coatinoed  coarse  of  the  basest  submission  ? 
tbtt  toe  best  act  of  the  Administration  of  Adams, 
hisaccommodaCion  with  France,  was  submission? 
I  bare  been  fw  a  pacific  policy ;  but  i£  we  are  to 
go  to  war,  take  off  the  embargo  I  Do  not*  in  the 
style  of  Sangrado,  deplete  os  bf  way  of  prepara- 
tion for  battle.  Gt?e  us. beefsteaks  and  porter,  if 
we  are  to  fight,  and  not  water-groel  and  the  iao- 
ect.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  fire  out  of  six 
ofibe  meo  who  perished  during  the  Reiroiutioo- 
ary  stragele,  perished  from  the  consequences  of 
ourreioMd  to  receive  fofetgomanufiietureB,  there- 
bf  depriving  ourselves  of  the  supplies  .and  refOA- 
«« re^aisite  for  carrying  on  the  war. 

With  respect  to  the  public  opinion  about  war, 
from  persons  of  all  poliiice,  I  have  received  this 
aDswer  when  they  have  beea  questioned  on  the 
subject:  How  can  you  expect  to  make  your  ene- 
my believe  you  are  in  earnest,  when  yoo  eaoool 
ioduee  yoor  own  people  to  think  so?  fione  of 
the  most  violent  Jacobin  prints  in  this  country, 
some  of  those  which  have  gone  furthest  in  de- 
DouQcing  the  Tories,  are  those  which  hare  had 
an  agency  in  producing  this  impression  on  ihe 
public,orthose  who  countenance  them  have  pro- 
duced this  impression.  It  is  a  well  known  fact 
that  the  case  is  as  I  have  stated  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  the  gentleman  was  cor- 
rect in  sopposing  be  had  been  alluded  10,  when 
be  (Mr.  C.)  bad  spoken  of  the  declaration  made 
by  a  member  during  the  secret  sitting.  What- 
erermay  hare  been  the  source  of  the  gentleman's 
ioformation,  it  cannot  have  proceede^l  from  a 
bigher  source  than  mine.  I  went  to  the  highest 
source, and  received  the  information  that  up  such 
tpplication,  however  probable,  was  ever  made  to 
this  Government*  I  think  myself  fully  author- 
ized to  say  that  no  such  application  was  ever 
laade  by  the  French  Minister,  or  by  any  person 
for  him,  directly  or  indirectly,  officially  or  other- 
vise.  1  do  not  attribute  to  the  gentleman  the 
iQtimation  of  the  existence  of  any  French  influ- 
|8ceoD  the  acts  of  the  Government,  because,  sir, 
Um  sare  the  gentleman  would  attribute  no  such 
motive  to  the  ESzecQtive,  or  to  a  majoritv  of  this 
HoQse ;  but,  unfortunately,  such  an  use  has  been 
Bade  of  his  remarks  as  to  convey  that  impres- 
aoQ.  I  ana,  threfore,  glad  to-day  to  hear  the  gen- 
ilemaa's  opinion  that  such  a  demand  was  resisted 
by  oar  Qovernment,  Misrepresentations  do  fre- 
^laently  creep  into  the  public  prints,  and  it  is  well 
tbat  they  should  be  corrected.  I  take  this  oppor- 
tanity  to  say,  that  the  report  of  the  debate  in  se- 
cret session,  as  published,  is  mutilated,  partial, 
^  eniitely  incorrect. 

Mr.  RAsnoLPB  said,  no  doubt  the  gentleman 
wliered  what  he  had  si^td  ^ ,  but  the  source  of  his 
(Mr.  R.'s)  information  was  such  as  could  not 
^Te  failed  to  have  produced  in  him  a  conviction 


jm:— ^ 


of  itfl.truUu  I  ai*(eA,  when  the  embargo  bill  was 
under  consideration,  that  our  Qovemment  had 
been  pressed  by  Che  French  Minister  here;  that  I 
had  such  knowledge  of  it  as  I  could  not  doubt  of  $ 
in  substance,  10  cut  off  ihe  trade  between  this 
country  and  the  Spanish  dominions;  that  our 
Qovernment  had  hitherto— hitherto,  in  reference 
to  the  time  when  I  spoke— resisted  thai  pressure, 
as  unquestionably  they  moat  have  done^  because, 
if  they  had  not,  it  would  bare  taken  place.  That 
was  the  amount,  I  beUeve,  of  nay  statement.  I 
differ,  however,  from  the  gentlemaa  from  South 
Carolina  as  to  the  accuracy  of  ihe  report  of  that 
debate.  I  wish  we  had  as  good  stenogfaphers  to 
the  boKes — for  some  of  the  speeches  were  re- 
porled  with  an  accuracy  which. astouAshed  mo— 
nsore  accurately,  1  believe,  than  I  ha?e  ever  eeoii 
reported  by  .persons  wha  attend  here  for  the  pur- 
poee.'  This  observation  certainly  does  not  apply 
to  my  owp  lemarke,  because  I  feel  myself  in  ihM 
point  aggrieved  and  injured. 

Mr.  SLascKBB.<— la  answer  4o  one  of  the  argu- 
ments urged  for  the  relief  of  loy.coBstitooBtl, 
who  are  now  snfiering  under  the  risitation  of 
their  own  Gtovernment,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  RAttooLPH)  and  rayeelf,  that  we 
are  not  prepared  for  war,  and  oanapt  go  to  war  by 
the  time  the  embargo  will  expire,  and  that  tbera- 
fore  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists- ought  to  be 
granted,  it  is  said,  by  the  gentleman  from  Sooth 
Carolina,  (Mr*  Calhoum,)  that  war  w^ll  be  de- 
clared within  sixty  days,  and  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Jobnbon^)  that  he  will  vote 
for  a  declaration  of  war  within  that  time.  If, 
air,  this  be  so;  if  gentlemen  will  have  the  har- 
diliood  to  plunge  the  country  into  a  war  in  its 
present  unprepared  state,  without  an  army,  with- 
out a  navyjand  without  monev,  aiMi  bring  u|ion 
us  the  defeat,  and  di9grace,  ana  ignominy,  which 
must  inevitably  result,  thea  W4U  llM  P^pi^i 
whose. complaints  you  now  refuse  to  hear,. and 
who  are  to  bear  the  privations,  suffering:!,  and 
eaUmit\es  of  the  war;  whoso  blood  is  to  beepilled, 
whose  houses  are  to  blaze,  whose  towns  are  to  be 
demolished,  speak  in  a  tone  that  shall,  and  will, 
and  must  be  heard ;  they,  will  apeak  in  thundecs 
that  will  ring  the  heavens  from  Maine  to  Geor- 
gia, from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mis«i$9ippi.  I  fe* 
jpiq^,  sir,  in  the  signs  of  the  times ;  and  1  wonder 
that  gentlemen  are  not  sensible  that  the  opinion 
of  .the  people  is  against  their  meaeures.  Before 
many  weeks  shall  have  elapsed,  I  believe  they 
will  be  satisfied  of  it.  It  may  be  but  a  fond  delo- 
sioo;  I  may  deceive  myself;  but,  sir,  if  gentle- 
men per$evere  in  their  course ;  if  they  go  as  far 
as  they  say  they  will,  I  believe  the  people  will 
put  a  stop  10  their  career,  and  that  I  shall  soon 
hail  the  day  when  the  reign  of  theory,  sophistry, 
and  false  philosophy,  which  has,  for  several  years 
pasty  oppressed  this  country,  paralyzed  Its  indus- 
try, checked  its  enterprise,  retarded  its  prosperity, 
and  depressed  its  spirit,  wjU  come  to  an  end; 
when  that  commerce  ta  which  we  owe  so  much 
of  our  prosperity,  which  ie  the  friend  of  civiliza- 
tion and  the  companion  of  Christianity,  will  re- 
vive, will  again  **  vex  every  sea,"  and  penetrate 
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every  baf,  river^aii  t  intet,  wt^ere  huoMQ  heiagn 
and  haman  wants  eau  "be  found. 

Mr.  Grundy Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  cherished  A 

hope  that  the  soutid  of  war  woald  tiot  again  hare 
been  heard  wtthtn  these  walls,  until  the  main 
question  was  presBOted,  when  every  gentleman 
might  have  taken  a  latitude  in  debate  called  for 
by  the- occasion,  without  a  fear  of  violating  those 
roles  by  whioh  our  discussions  are  regulated  and 
restrained.  The'  course  pursued  by  the  opposi- 
tion to  our  measures  of  preparation  for  war,  calls 
upon  us  to  aaeet  an  investigation  into  the  pro- 
priety of  our  proceeding,  upon  the  mere  present- 
ation of  a  petition  for  tne  relief  of  a  supposed 
grievance,  in  this  manner  the  whole  fUbject  of 
our  foreign  relations  ea'o  be  thrown  open  at  the 
will  of  any  individual.  I  own  it  would  better 
oomport  with  my  views  of  dignity  and  decorttm 
(o  meet  the  ultimate  question  of  peace  or  war 
directly ;  to  examine  it  with  freedom,  and  decide 
with  manly  firmness.  But,  as  we  have  been  thua 
unexpectedly  assailed,  f  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  while  i  attempt  to  justify  our  conduct, 
and  to  show  the  incorrectness  of  the  course  pur- 
sued by  our  opponenti.  For  this  purpose  I  have 
risen  to  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tkOian  from  Virginia,  (Mr;  Randolph,)  and  the 
gentleman  from  rfew  York,  (Mr.  BLEEcxfiR.) 

Sir,  the  gentlemen  have,  with  much  apparent 
gravity,  predicted  the  downfall  of  the  men  who 
now  administer  the  Government,  and  have  hailed 
this  as  an  auspicious  day,  in  which  sophistical 
theorists  wene  to  be  put  down,  and  expelled  from 
the  public  councils;  aitd  other  men  were  to  rise 
on  th^ir  ruins,  who  would  establish  a  new  order 
of  things.  It  was  said  of  old,  sir,  **  that  false  pro- 
phets would  arise  in  the  latter  days."  They  have 
come  amongst  u$;  and* should  the  result  prove 
the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  New  York  to 
be  of  that  description,  I  TOlieve  it  would  not  be  a 
public  misfortune.  They  attempt  to  alarm  us 
with  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  warn  us  of  a  gath- 
ering storm  in  the  East,  which,  they  say,  threat- 
ens destruction  to  the  present  majority  of  Con- 
fress,  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain, 
iir,  these  gentlemen  have  not  eottsuhed  the  true 
^  signs  of  the  times:''  There  is  no  storm  gather- 
ing in  the  East.  The  great  body  of  the  people  in 
that  quarter,  as  well  as  every  other^  are  only  Wait- 
ing to  see  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  coun- 
try lead  the' way,  in  an  honorable  course,  in  vin- 
dication of  the  nation's  rights,  and  they  wilt  be 
with  us.  It  is  only  while  the  public  mind  is  held 
in  suspense ;  it  is  only  while  (here  is  doubt  as  to 
what  will  be  the  result  of  our  deliberations;  it  is 
only  while  we  linger  in  this  Hall^  that  any  man- 
ifestations of  uneasiness  will  show  themselves. 
Whenever  war  is  declared,  the  people  will  put 
fytth  their  strength  to  support  their  rights.  Sir, 
the  people  of  this  country  too  well  understand  the 
value  of  national  independence  and  civil  liberty ; 
they  remember  too  well  the  price  of  their  acqui- 
sition, to  hesitate  how  to  act  when  a  contest  takes 
place  between  their  own  Government  and  a  for- 
eign nation,  whose  deadly  hate  has  pursued  us 
from  the  day  when  America  said  she  would  be 


free.  Sir,  we  are  admoni&ed  that  public  senti 
ment  is  against  os.  Of  this,  what  evidence  h&Ti 
you?  The  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  Nen 
York  have  said  it,  and  there  the  proof  ends.  Le 
each  member,  Mr.  Speaker,  look  to  the  peopli 
who  aent  him  to  this  placa:  he  knows  them,aD< 
their  manner  of  thinkine  on  imporiant  subject 
like  the  present.  Let  him  examine  that  corrti 
spondence  which  is  kept  up  between  his  coostit 
uents  and  himaelf :  there  he  will  fiad  a  sure  aol 
sober  expression  of  opinion.  And,  I  ask,  wba 
member  on  this  floor  has  been  advised  by  his  coo 
stitoebts,  or  any  coasiderable  portion  of  then 
n^eanly  to  retrace  his  steps,  and  give  up  the  con 
tes  1 9  I  have  heard  of  none.  I  cannot,  therefori 
agaioat  my  better  knowledge,  believe  that  pabli 
sentiment  is  against  our  proceedings,  altboa^ 
the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  New  York  baf 
said  80.  No,  sir,  publio  opinioo  condemns  delay 
it  condemns  a  halfway  state  of  things;  it  calls  ft 
action ;  it  demands  a  firm  and  determined  coan 
to  be  taken  by  the  National  Legislature,  and  t 
be  persisted  in  until  foreign  nations  are  compelle 
K>  respect  our  rights.  It  we  change  our  polic 
from  day  to  day— if  we.  talk  of  war,  and  tamd^ 
mibmU^ihen,  indeed,  public  opiniun  will  an 
ought  to  be  against  us.  If  one  day  you  lajr  ao  ei^ 
bargo,  and  on  the  next  day  repeal  it,  wuhouiaa 
oause  which  was  not  foreseen,  public  copndenc 
m^si  be  withdrawn.  It  is  in  the  insubiluy  < 
our  conduct  that  the  danger  lies.  The  geauema 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  has  charged  t 
majority  in  this  House  with  not  having  made  IB 
necessary  preparations  to  place  the  coualrjrma 
altitude  of  defence.  I  ask  that  gentleman,  ai 
bis  own  skirts  clear  of  this  charge?  Who  ba 
exerted  themselves  to  place  the  nation  J°^^°' 
dition  to  defend  itself  against  any  a«ack  from 
foreign  enemy?  The  majority  have.  Who  n 
thrown  every  obstacle  rn  the  way?  The  gen"| 
man  from  Virginia,  and  those  with  whom  hege 
erally  acu  on  this  floor.  If,  then,  any  naiio^ 
calamity  should  take  place,  (which  is  an  er« 


i  cannot  expect,)  from  the  want  of  preparatioa 
I  ask  whether  it  should  be  attributed  to  those  w 
have  exerted  every  nerve  to  provide  ??*'5  ,J 
to  those  whose  disposition  has  occasioned  la 
delay  which  may  produce  it?    Sir,  lei  not 
gentleman  believe  that  he  can  succeed  m  Pjaci 
burdens  on  others  which  he  himself  should  dc 
The  American  people  have  intelligence  cnoa 
to  put  down  to  each  public  man  his  due. 
when  has  not  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  "| 
posed  measures  of  preparation  ?    He  met  us  ai 
threshold,  on  the  original  resolutions  to  proj' 
for  an  additional  miliiaryforce.and  in  every  «' 
since  taken  ;  and  does  it  now  become  him  to  c  ^ 
sure  us  for  the  want  of  preparations,  w."!f*i  „. 
he  has  occasioned  ?    But,  sir,  I  am  satisfied,  dq 
withstanding  the  means  whirth  have  h^^° 
ployed  to  prevent  it,  the  country  will  oe  pr«F j^ 
before  the  expiration  of  the  embargo.    ^P°°. .. 
point,  I  wish  to  be  explicit,  and  to  leave  noimj 
to  implication  which  may  mislead*    y"!";^. 
day  of  April,  we  received  tlae  President's  Messa 
recommending^n  embargo  for  aixty  days* 
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Tjewsoftbe  Executive,  and  the  motiTes  which 
led  totbatitiep,  were  fuUy  explained  to  the  Com- 
m\it  00  Foreign  Relations,  in  that  informal  in- 
tereuacse  which  took  place  between  the  Secretary 
o/Staie  and  the  cooioiittee.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  present,  heard  and  partook  in  the 
cotiTersatioDs,  and  has  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
fiiole  traDsaciion.  The  embargo  was  advised  as 
aprelimioary  to  war  with  Great  Britain;  it  was 
so  understood  by  every  member  of  the  committee, 
aod  with  that  expression  the  Executive  reeom* 
Dtadatioa  was  received  in  this  House. 

CoDgreasy  on  various  occasions,  during  the  pre- 
KDt  6e«sioD,  bad  maaifested  a  determination  to 
go  to  war.  The  Executive  had  seen  this :  be  re^* 
ommends  aD  embargo  for  sixty  days,  commencing 
oQthe  1st  day  of  April.  Can  any  man  believe 
tkt  he  bad  not  an  eye  as  to  what  would  be  the 
suteof  tbe  country,  as  it  relates  to  preparations, 
at  ibe  expiration  of  that  time  ?  Who,  sir,  is  to 
make  tbe  preparations  7  The  Executive.  Con- 
gress decrees  the  measure,  and  provides  the  means ; 
the  Executive  is  to  employ  the  means  furnished, 
to  carry  tbe  measure  Into  effect.  I  consider  it  the 
daiy  of  tbe  Executive ;  and  he  no  doubt  is  well 
icquaioteJ  with  the  true  state  of  the  nation*  He 
is  to  pro&scute  the  war;  he  is  responsible  for  all 
the  great  military  movements  of  the<  Armies  of  the 
Uoiied  Suies.  Of  course,'  it  should  be  his  privi- 
lege to  determine  at  what  time  hostilities  snould 
commeoce,  so  far  as  it  depends  on  this  Govern- 
mem.  He  has  exercised  this  privilege,  and,  by 
recoanoendin^  an  embargo  for  sixty  days,  has 
declared  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  act  at  the 
tercnioaiioQ  of  it.  Gentlemen  deceive  themselves, 
vbcQ  (hey  suppose  that  we  shall  tind  ourselves 
as  unprepared  at  the  end  of  the  embargo  as  we 
Qoware.  and  endeavor  to  prove  this,  by  showing 
that  preparations  have  hitherto  progressed  slowly. 
IilsDoi  correct  to  argue  respecting  the  future 
from  the  past,  where  circumstances  are  essentially 
different.  Until  lately,  the  officers  were  not  ap- 
pointed—the recruiting  service  for  the  new  Army 
had  001  commenced.  The  case  is  now  different : 
most  of  the  officers  are  at  this  time  at  their  re- 
»pecii?e  posts,  and  the  recruiting  service  proceeds 
viih  sQch  rapidity  as  to  promise  a  competent 
force  io  a  short  period.  Your  fortifications  on  the 
fcaboard  are  daily  strengthening;  and  where  so 
oaoy  are  engaged,  much  may  be  done  in  a  short 
^loe.  The  militia,  who  constitute  our  great  na> 
tiooal  defence,  have  been  called  out  from  the  dif- 
fmot  Suies.  From  all  this,  I  infer  that  we  may 
f>feif,  ere  long,  bring  before  this  House  a  sub- 
ject which  will  put  an  end  to  this  embargo — not 
^Fa  bare  repeal  of  it,  but  by  open  and  avowed 
Utilities,  or  by  gratating  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of 
War. 

Oentlemen  affect  to  believe,  that  we  shall  re- 
^'pse  ioto  the  old  commercial  restrictive  system, 
u  a  sQbititute  for  war.  There  can  be  no  ground 
for sQcb  apprehensions;  no  such  wish  or  inten- 
tioD  has  been  expressed  on  this  floor  or  elsewhere, 
(» far  as  1  have  learned  the  sentiments  of  others,) 
^^  a  siagle  member.  For  myself,  I  can  say,  that 
12lhCoN.  1st  Sess.— 45 


I  feel  an  entire  aversion,  to  sdeh  a  system,  with 
a  view  to  coerce  both  or  either  pf  the  belligerents 
to  respect  our  rights.  It  has  been  tried  ;  the  ex- 
periment has  failed  to  produce  the  desired  effect; 
we  ought  not  longer  to  rely  on  it,  but  take  the  only 
stronger  measure  that  remains.  I  voted  for  the 
embargo,  as  su  I  believe  a  aokajority  of  Congress 
did,  aa  a  fair  warning  to  commercial  men,  that 
war  was  to  follow  it — to  enable  them  to  secure 
their  property  from  the  grasp  of  the  enemy,  and 
to  restrain  any  further  adventures  under  the  de- 
lusive expectation  of  peace.  This,  sir,  is  confor- 
mable to  the  long  established  usage  of  all  wise  na* 
tions ;  and  had  Congress  declared  war,  without 
such  a  precaution,  it  would  have  brought  on  ut 
the  merited  censure  of  every. enlightened  citizen* 

But,3ir,  we  are  exuhingly  torn,  that  the  loai^ 
required  by  the  Government  to  prosecute  the  war, 
has  failed.  This,  to  a  certain  extent,  I  admit ; 
but  it  has  not  failed  to  such  a  degree  as  to  impede 
our  progress.  It  is  a  fact  much  to  be  lamented, 
that  there  exists  in  this  country  an  organized  qp- 
position  to  the  constituted  authorities,  whose  in-, 
fluence  isseeu  and  felt  on  this  floor,' and  when- 
ever an  appeal  is  made  to  the  patriotism  of  the 
people,  its  effects  are  transfused  from  one  extrem* 
\\j  of  the  United  States. to  the  other,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defeating  the  n^easures  which  are  adopted 
to  maintain  the  honor  of  the  nation.  Yesj  sir, 
every  exertion  has  been  made  to  weaken  the  arm 
of  the  Government,  by  means  the  most  disgrace- 
ful. The  people  have  beeu  admonished  to  with- 
hold their  resources  from  us,  in  an  hour  of  grea^ 
public  difficulty  and  danger.  Sir,  on  the  eve  of 
a  war  with  a  foreign  Power,  it  is  surely  no  sub- 
ject of  congratulation  to  see  a  set  of  men  combin- 
ing together  to  weaken  their  own  country,  and 
thereby  indirectly  give  an  advantage  to  the  ene- 
my. Sir,  I  venture  to  predict,  t^at  if  war  is  once 
bcvun,  the  difficulties  which  now  present  them- 
selves to  this  proposed  loan  will  vanish.  The  dis- 
tinction of  Federalists  and  Republicans  will  cease; 
the  united  energies  of  the  people  will  be  brought 
into  action ;  the  inquiry  will  be,  are  you  for  yoof 
country  or  against  it  ? 

The  gentlemen  from  Virginia  said,  that  he 
came  down  to  the  House  to-day  to  advise  us  to 
treat  this  petition  respectfully.    Sir,  had  the  gen- 
tleman not  come  down  to  the  House,  we  shohld 
not  have  treated  this  or  any  other  petition  with 
disrespect*    Ttie  petitioners  ask  for  that  which 
cannot  be  granted ;  we  answer  them  plainly  and 
promptly.     Is  it  not  more  respectful   to  treat 
them  thus,  than  to  excite  hopes  and  expectations 
which  it  is  nut  our  intention  to  realize?    Sir,  I 
humbly  conceive  it  is.    To  grant  the  prayer  of 
this  petition,  and  thereby  enable  the  petitioners  to 
hazard  their  property  on  the  ocean,  would  be  to 
inflict  on  them  a  signal  iniury.    I  cannot  believet 
if  these  petitioners  seriously  thought  that  war  was 
to  commence  in  less  than  sixty  days,  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  that  they 
would  venture  their  property  abroad  in  the  man- 
ner which  seems  to  be  wished  for.    They  have 
been  induced,  by  a  total  perversion  of  the  real  in- 
tention ot  the  majority  of  Congress,  to  think  that 
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such  an  event  was  not  in  contemplation.  It  is 
time  they  should  be  undeceived. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  supposes,  that 
with  a  very  few  exceptions,  the  majority  in  this 
House  are  anxious  to  get  out  of  the  scrape  into 
which  they  hare  been  precipitated.  I  imagine, 
that. gentleman  did  not  consult  his  usual  accuracy 
of  expression,  when  he  permitted  himself  to  em- 
ploy this  phraseology.  Does  the  gentleman  mean 
to  say.  that  the  majority  would  surrender  the  na- 
tional riffhts,  and  tamely  submit  to  the  wrongs 
and  insuRs  which  hare  been  heaped  upon  us  by 
Great  Britain  ?  If  so,  he  is  in  a  ^ross  error,  of 
which  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  see  him  convinced. 
But,  if  he  means,  that  we  are  anxious  to  be  re- 
lieved from  our  present  embarrassments  by  a  just 
and  honorable  peace,  the  sentiment  corresponds 
with  the  wishes  of  every  friend  to  his  country^ 
War  is  not  desired  by  any  one.  Necessity,  not 
choice,  has  induced  us  to  resort  to  this  last  appeal 
of  nations.  There  is  no  prospect  of  an  adjust- 
ment by  amicable  negotiation.  Shall  we  then 
submit,  or  go  on  ?  There  is  no  difficulty  in  the 
decision  ;  and  I  trust,  that  every  member  of  the 
majority  will  do  his  dqty  without  fear  or  trem- 
bling. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  charges  the  ma- 
jority with  not  having  courage  enough  to  lay  the 
taxes,  and  says  we  have  turned  our  backs  upon 
them.  In  this,  he  is  also  mistaken.  The  resolu- 
tions reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  adopted  by  the  House, on  the  subject 
of  taxes,  made  them  contingent  on  a  state  of  ac- 
tual war.  Whenever  that  point  is  finally  settled, 
the  necessary  taxes  will  be  imposed  for  support- 
ing the  public  credit ;  and  I  did  suppose  that  the 
intention  of  the  House  upon  this  subject  could 
bot  be  easily  misunderstood.  In  the  event  of  war, 
taxes  will  be  indispensable  ;  and  I  have  no  doubtj 
the  people  will  cheerfully  submit  to  them.  We 
have  not  then  turned  our  backs  upon  the  taxes,  as 
the  gentleman  may  have  imagined. 

Permit  me  now,  sir,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  subject  of  our  secret  proceeding, 
while  the  bill  laying  an  embargo  was  under  dis- 
cussion. The  world  was  then  shutout,  none  but 
select  men,  choice  men  of  the  people  were  in  this 
liajl,  and,  strange  to  tell,  a  mutilated,  unfair,  and 
false  representation  of  our  proceedings  shortly  ap- 
peared in  the  public  prints !  8ir,  I  would  use 
stronger  terms,  did  I  not  know,  that  the  report 
must  have  been  furnished  by  some*  member  of 
this  House.  Among  other  misrepresentations 
contained  in  that  report,  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Randolpb)  was  stated  to  have  said 
on  this  floor,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  ob- 
served to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
that  should  New  York  or  some  other  cities  on  the 
seaboard  be  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  it  would  not 
materially  affect  the  great  interests  of  the  nation. 
Sir,  the  Secretary  of  State  made  no  such  observ- 
ation to  the  Committee,  nor  did  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  make  anv  such  statement  to  the 
House.  The  same  gentleman  is  also  made  to  say 
that  he  knew  the  embargo  was  not  intended  as  a 
precursor  of  war,  thereby  conveying  the  idea,  that 


he  had  a  knowledge  of  the  secret  intentions  o'  i 
others,  which  were  at  variance  with  their  protes' 
sions.  In  this  respect  injustice  was  done  to  hit  i 
statements,  he  only  said  (to  the  best  of  my  recol-  i 
lection)  that  war  was  not  the  necessary  eonse-  i 
quence  of  an  embargo.  i 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  admonishes  us  , 
that,  if  we  go  to  war,  we  ought  to  take  the  hearts  | 
of  the  people  with  us.    Sir,  we  all  know  that  , 
without  this  nothing  effectual  can  be  done.    Bat  i 
is  this  object  to  be  attained  by  a  variable  policy, 
which  is  to-day  one  thing  and  to-morrow  another? 
No ;  convince  them  by  a  firm  and  determined  con- 
duct of  your  intentions,  and  they  will^o  with  yon 
in  every  extremity,  against  any  foreign  foe  with 
whom  you  come  in  collision. 

Sir,  every  member  on  this  floor  must  feel  for  \ 
'  the  situation  of  the  petitioners ;  they  are  suffer- 
ing ;  it  is  a  misfortune  that  this  shonid  be  the  ; 
case — but  certainlv  it  is  some  alleviation,  to  re- 
flect, that  this  sacrifice  is  not  made  wantonly,  but  . 
with  a  view  to  secure  national  independence,  in- 
dividual liberty,  and  a  permanent  security  for 
property. 

I  regret,  sir,  that  I  have  trespassed  so  long  on 
the  patience  of  the  House  in  discharging  what  I 
deemed  to  be  my  dutv.  I  hope  the  motion  of  my 
collengue  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Wright. — Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Ranoolpb,)  in  the  large  range  he 
has  taken  in  this  case,  has  passed  in  review  be- 
fore us  all  his  objections  to  the  embargo,  and  ar- 
raigned the  majority  of  this  House  for  tke  adop- 
tion of  so  ruinous  a  project.    He  tells  us  that  the 
embargo  forced  our  seamen  into  the  power  of 
Great  Britain  at  uowards  of  fifty  dollars  per 
month,  and  that,  without  a  very  hot  press  in  the 
British  ports,  where  he  insinuates  they  will  be 
left  by  their  American  captains,  they  will  be  im- 
pressed into  the  British  service.    The  embargo 
Itself  did  not  produce  this  effect,  which  it  was  in 
reality  intended  to  remedy,  but  the  disclosure  of 
the  secret  intention  of  Congress  to  lay  it,  in  which 
the  breath  of  suspicion  has  never  implicated  ine. 
But  if  the  embargo,  or  rather  the  disclosure  of  its 
being  about  to  talte  place,  forced  our  seamen  into 
the  power  of  our  enemy,  and  was  therefore  ob- 
jectionable, how  can  the  present  proposition  to 
ejrport,  without  restriction,  in  an  armed   state, 
our  productions,  be  secured  from  the  same  ob- 
jection?   Our  ships  that  carry  our  products  to 
market  must  be  manned;  and  how,  I  ask,  are 
these  met!  to  be  secured  from  impressment  ?  Bat. 
sir^  we  are  charged  by  the  same  gentlemmn  ^withi 
being  governed  by  certain  ministerial  prints  in 
our  Congressionar measures;  that  the  Aurora, 
the  Democratic  Press,  the  Whig,  and  the  Intelli* 
gencer,  are  edited  by  foreigners,  who  have  come 
here  to  disturb  our  repose  by  loading  us  on  to 
war.    Sir,  I  feel  a  conviction  of  the  impropriety 
of  that  suggestion,  as  inapplicable  not  only  to  my- 
self, but  to  the  whole  House.    We,  sir,  have  been 
governed  by  an  honest  zeal  to  represent  our  coo- 
stitiients  in  avenging  the  wron^  of  our  country, 
and  a  firm  conviction  of  the  wisdom  and  policy 
of  the  measwes  adopted  for  that  purpose.     But  1 
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fee)  it  doe  lo  ihose  printers  who  cannot  be  heard 
in  tbetr  own  defence,  to  say  that  they  have  just 
claims  on  the  gratitude  of  their  adopted  country 
for  their  patriotic  exertions  in  supporting  the  prin- 
ciples ofour  glorioQs  Revolution,  and  defending 
tJie  measures  of  the  Executive  and  Legislative 
Deptrimeats  from  tha  abominable  slanders  of  the 
enemies  of  our  liberties  and  independence— thoae 
miseretnt  native  printers,  who  have  evinced  the 
strongest  disposition  to  plant  daggers  in  the  vitals 
of  the  liberties  of  their  native  country,  under  a 
foreign  eoiden  influence,  I  have  no  doubt.  Sir. 
I  wish  the  Representatives  on  this  floor,  elected 
bj  the  American  people,  would  test  their  devo- 
tion to  their  country's  cause,  with  half  the  practi- 
cal patriotism  of  these  foreign  printers — we  should 
feel  much  less  difficulty  in  preraring  and  progres- 
sing to  avens^e  our  wrongs.  Sir,  the  gentleman 
from  New  Yorlt  (Mr.  Blegccbr)  has  told  us  that 
be  is  pleased  with  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  that 
ere  long  there  shiill  come  a  voice  from  the  ESast 
in  the  laoguafe  of  thunder,  that  shall  make  itself 
beard  from  l£une  to  Georgia,  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Mississippi.  What,  sir !  does  that  gentleman 
expeet  to  alarm  Congress,  and  bv  this  threat  of 
ciTil  war  to  coerce  a  majority  or  this  House  to 
submit  to  be  governed  by  a  minority  ?  If  he 
does,  sir,  he  win  find  himself  mistaken ;  nor  can 
I  believe  that  such  a  disposition  exists  in  the  East 
to  any  considerable  extent,  anything,  the  slanders 
ofanenryjand  the  predictions  and  maledictions 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  But,  sir,  should,  the  sip^ns  of 
treason  and  civU  war  discover  themaelves  in  any 
quarter  of  the  American  Empire,  I  do  not  believe 
tbey  will  i^oduce  that  effect ;  and  I  can  tell  that 
gentleman,  that,  in  such  an  event,  I  have  no  doubt 
the  eril  woald  soon  be  radically  cured,  by  hemp 
and  confiscation ;  and  to  assure  him  of  my  exer- ' 
tions  to  effect  their  immediate  application.  The 
gentlemen  talk  of  signs  and  tokens  abroad,  and  of 
the  influence  of  the  planets.  Sir,  the  archives  of 
our  own  House,  the  vote  on  the  bill  for  the  pro- 
tection of  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
impressed  American  seamen  on  board  the  British 
ships  of  war,  groaning  under  a  worse  than  Egyp- 
tian bondage,  furnish  a  stroD|^  sign  of  the  times, 
and  show  that  a  certain  portion  of  the  Represen- 
tatires  of  the  American  people  are  under  the  in- 
flttence  of  a  British  planet. 

Mr.  Bleeoker  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  j[Mr.  Wrioht)  had  altogether  miinin- 
derstood  him.  He  (Mr.  Blbbccbe)  had  no  ref- 
erence to  any  particular  section  of  the  Union  ; 
bnt  said,  that  if  gentlemen  persevered  in  their  pro- 
ject of  going  to  war  within  sixty  days  in  the  pres- 
ent unprepared  state  of  the  country,  the  people, 
^  whatever  part  of  the  Union  they  mi^ht  be, 
who  are  to  suffer  the  privations  and  calamities  of 
(be  war,  would  soon  put  down  all  their  measures. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
laror  of  postponement  of  the  considerations  of  the 
petitions  to  the  fourth  day  of  July — yeas  57,  nays 
31,  as  follows : 

TiA»^WUHfl  Alston,  jr.,  David  Bard,  BnrweU  Bas- 


sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Bnrwelli  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condick, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  DaTis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Dosha,  Samuel  Dinamoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Find- 
ley,  Thomae  Oholson,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
BoUang  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harner,  Aylett 
Hawee,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Al^ 
ner  Laoock,  Peter  Little,  William  liowndea,  Aaron 
Lyle,^Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  Mo- 
Kee»  Alexander  McKim,  James  Morgan,  Jerenudi 
Morrow,  Thomas  Kewton,  Stephen  Oemsby,  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  Samoel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea» 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  John  Sevier,  Adam 
Seybert,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  William  Strong, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tomer,  jr^  Robert  Whit»- 
hiU,  David  R.  Williams,  Richard  Wimi,  and  Robert 
Wright 

Nats— Stevenson  Archer,  John  Baker,  Haimanna 
Bleeoker,  Blijah  Brigham,  Epaphioditns  Champion, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Piek,  Jaodb 
Hnfty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Aranah  Mel- 
oal^  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jaa. 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  John  RandolpK  William 
Reed,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Thomae  Sammona,  Samuel 
Shaw,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stnart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Gort* 
landt,  jr.,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 


TdesoaYj  May  7. 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  petition  of  Eligius 
Fromentia  and  Allan  B.  Magruder,  Delegates 
from  the  Convention  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 

S raying  a  grant  to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
lew  Orleans  of  the  lou  in  said  city,  where  for« 
merly  stood  the  forts  of  St.  Louis,  3t.  John,  St. 
Ferdinand,  Burgundy,  and  St.  Charles,  and  to  a 
armall  tract  of  common,  adjacent  to  the  said  city. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the. Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Garrard ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
miuee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to  admit  the 
entry  of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  on  certain 
conoitions,*'  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  L0WNOE8,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  twenty-second  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Kli  Whitney ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  pa 
Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  to  him  by  Joseph  Hill,  of  Philadelphia, 
enclosing,  for  the  use  of  the  House,  a  survey  of 
St.  Mary's  riverj  Amelia  Island,  &c.  j  which  were 
ordered  to  be  deposited  in  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. 

POTOMAC  RIVER. 

Mr.  LEwts,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dit- 

trict  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 

from  the  Senate,  "for  improving  the  navigation 

of  the  river  Potomac,  opposite  the  City  of  Wash- 

I  ington,"  and  the  memorials  of  the  President  and 
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Directors  of  the  Canal  Company  in  the  City  of 
Washington  ;  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
WashinifiTton  Bridge  Company;  the  inhabitants 
of  the  City  of  WashingtoOi  and  of  Thomas  L. 
Washington  and  W.  H.  Wasbinffton,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  made  the  fol- 
lowing  report : 

They  have  pttid  that  careful  attention  to  the  ▼arieus 
mattan,  •nhrmced  by  the  said  bill  and  petitions,  whioh 
Ike  importanoa  and  complexity  of  the  objects  seamed 
to  reqaife.  For  this  pu^oee,  they  not  only  listened  to 
the  stataments  and  reasonings  of  the  respective  parties 
interested,  bnt  to.  the  detailed  and  criticai  opinions  of 
persons  deeply  skilled  in  hydranlie  engineering.  The 
TCsoIt  of  that  investigation  is,  that,  from  the  widely 
extended  navigaUe  waters  of  the  Potomac,  above  the 
District  of  Columbia,  it  is  of  great  importance,  not 
only  to  the  town  of  Oeorgetovrn,  but  to  the  inland 
conntry,  that  a  ship  channel  should  be  reopened  to 
that  place.  That,  althoogh  there  is  groat  difficulty  in 
eonducting-the  land  water  from  its  deep,  narrow,  and 
•atrong  current,  at  Oeoigetown, '  into  the  expanded 
waters  of  the  Potomac,  in  front  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ingtOD,  without  forming  a  bar,  yet,  from  all  your  com- 
mittee  can  learn,  it  ought  not  to  be  despaired  of. 

But  while  your  committee  fully  reoogniee  the  para- 
mount claims  of  ship  navigation,  growing  out  of  its 
■uperior  usefulness  to  the  public,  they  are  clearly  of 
opinion  that  it  is  not  just  to  prosecute  that  object  at 
the  expense  of  the  rights  of  individuals,  or  corpora- 
tions, previously  created,  without  providing  a  full  and 
lair  indemnity  to  the  injured.  They  are,  therefore,  of 
opinion,  that  provision  ought  to  be  made  in  the  biU  ibr 
the  indemnification  of  the  Bridge  Company  for  any  in- 
jury which  they  may  receive  from  the  prosecution  of 
the  intended  works ;  and  although  they  do  not  appro- 
hend  that  any  injury  will  arise  to  the  Canal  Company, 
yet  if,  as  the  proprietors  fear,  any  damage  should  be 
done,  it  ought  to  be  provided  for.  They  are  not  con- 
vinced that  the  woiIls  to  be  erected  would  accelerate 
the  filling  up  of  the  channel  near  Alexander's  Island  ; 
and  if  such  should  be  their  effect,  they  do  not  believe 
that  persons,  who  have  made  no  occupancy  of  the 
banks  of  navigable  rivers,  except  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses, are  entitled  to  compensation  for  injuries  grow- 
ing out  of  the  improTement  of  the  ship  channels  of 
auch  rivers. 

Experience  having  proved  that  attempts  to  open  the 
channels  of  rivers,  by  confining  the  waters,  have  ofren 
produced  bars  below  such  confinement,  your  commit^ 
tee  aro  of  opinion  that  a  bill,  authorising  oxperiraents 
on  the  channel  of  a  nsTigable  river,  ought  to  provide 
reasonable  security  fw  the  removal  of  any  bars  which 
such  experiments  may  occasion. 

After  thus  expressing  their  opinion  as  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  proposed  navigation,  thev  hopes  as  to 
Its  practicability,  and  their  dear  convictions  that  the 
injured  ought  to  be  indemnified  by  the  persons  at- 
tempting such  improvements ;  and  that  the  public,  as 
well  as  individuals,  should  be  secured  by  proper  pro- 
visions, for  the  removal  of  any  bars  which  may  be 
formed  by  the  proposed  works,  your  committee  are 
frilly  satisfied  that  it  would'  best  consist  with  justice 
and  all  the  various  interests  concerned,  that  the  per- 
sons attempting  to  make  the  improvement  should 
prosecute  them  by  commissioners  or  agents  of  their 
own  selection,  and  in  the  manner  most  agreeable  to 
their  own  views  of  utility,  with  but  one  restraint ;  the 
object  of  which  ahould  be,  to  prevent  such  great  or 


lasting  injuries  to  the  navigation  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  the  country  below,  as  no  funds  contem- 
plated by  the  bill  would  compensate.  Tour  committee, 
therefore,  recommend  that  provirion  be  made,  (in  any 
bill  which  may  be  passed  for  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Potomac,)  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may,  at  any,  and  at  all  times,  interdict 
the  torection  or  completion  of  such  works,  aa  will,  in 
his  opinioo,  endanger  the  navigation  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  the  river  below  said  District* 

The  report  was  refenred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
amend  the  mU  ^  to  establish  a  ftuartermaster^s 
departoieDt,  and  for  other  porposes;"  and  the 
question  depending  on  Mr.  Lacock's  motjoa  to 
strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  original  bill, 
the  first  aa  it  now  stands,  waa  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— for  striking  out  35,  against  it  55,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

Ybas— John  Baker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Bri^iam, 
William  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John 
Clopton,  William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
William  Ely,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jack- 
son, junior,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Abner  La- 
cpck,  Joseph  Lefover,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  Thomss  Moore,  Alexander  McKia, 
James  Morgan,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Randolph,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Thomss 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Stevenson  Archer, 
David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, E#paphroditus  Champion,  Lewis  Condict,  Roger 
Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earie, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Ghoison,  Isuah 
L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 
per, Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  William  R.  King,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Arunah  Metcsl^  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Israel  Pickens,  WTilliam 
Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Chas. 
Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  David  R«  Wfl- 
liams. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrcosed 
and  read  a  third  lime  to-day,  and  was  accord- 
\iif\Y^  after  debate,  in  ^hich  Mr.  Pitkin  was  its 
priooipal  opponent,  and  Mr.  ORCNnr  the* princi- 
pal advocate,  read  a  third  time,  und  passed. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  May  11. 

Mr.  Sgtbbrt  presented  a  memorial  of  suDdry 
citizens  of  Peonsylvania,  deprecating  war,  and 
praying  of  CoQgre^s  to  unite  with  the  other 
branches  of  Government  in  their  exertions  to 
avoid  it,  and  thus  to  entitle  themselves  to  the 
blessing  pronoanced   by  the  Scriptures  on    the 
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nuken  of  peace.  On  moiion  of  Mr.  Sbybbrt, 
the  petitioD  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Oo  motioo  of  Mr.  PoindbXtcRi  the  Hooae  pro- 
ceeded to  the  coDsideratioD  ol  the  reiolalion  di- 
reeUDgtbe  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  cause 
accBsQs  to  be  fakea  of  the  popoUtton  of  the  Mis* 
UEtppi  Territory. 

Some  eoBTersation  took  place  on  the  resola* 
ttoo;  tod  objeciioB  betog  made  to  charging'  the 
Uoiied  States  with  the  expense,  a  proriso  was 
iotrodoced  that  the  expense  thereof  be  defrayed 
by  the  Territory.  Aod|  thus  amended,  the  resol- 
QiioQ  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

Amessa^from  the  Senate  informed  the  Bouse 
(hat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '*  for  the  bet* 
ter  regulation  of  the  ordnaoce^"  the  hill  making 
farther  provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
Suia ;  the  bill  *'  to  annex  a  part  of  West  Florida 
to  the  Mississippi  T^ritory  ;"  and  the  bill  mak- 
log  additiooai  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
GoTeroment,  for  the  year  1812;  with  amend- 
neots  to  each,  in  which  they  desire  thtf  concur- 
rence of  this  House.  And  tbey  have  also  paseed 
a  bill  for  the  relief  9fNinian  Pinkney  ;  in  which 
thejr  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Honse. 

PETITIONS  FOR  REPEAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

Mr.  Rodman  presented  five  nieniovinl%  signed 
hyabootfonr  hunded  of  the  citizens  of  North- 
ampton county)  Pennsylvania,  praying  a  repeal 
or  modification  of  the  embargo  law.  It  was 
mored  to  refer  them  to  a  select  committee, 

Mr.  LacooK  moved  to  poetpone  the  (iirther 
coasidetatioa  of  them  to  the  4lh  of  July. 

Mr.  Lacook,  Mr.  Smiub  and  Mr.  Aiaron,  ad- 
Foeaied  a  postponement,  oi^  the  ground  that  other 
jKtiiioasi^tbe  snme  nature  had  taken  that  course, 
isd  therefore  it  would  be  improper  to  give  those 
BOW  presented  a  different  direction.  It  was  im- 
possible to  grant  the  request  of  the  memorialists 
wiibout  abaodontcg  all  the  great  war  measures 
heretofore  adofHed,  and  retracing  the  steps  airead  y 
ttkeo^aod  a  large  |x>rtion  of  the  House  were  averse 
tothsL 

Mr.  Tallmavob  said,  he  was  sorry  to  find  that 
thegeotleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Lacock) 
bad  moved  a  different  direction  to  the  petitions 
from  the  course  which  was  common,  and  which 
tbe  original  mover  (Mr.  Roonsy)  had  proposed. 
A  postponement  to  the  4ih  of  July  was  an  inde- 
^Qiie  postponement,  and  of  course  a  rejection  of 
Repetitions.  It  has  been  urged  as  a  reason  why 
tbese  petitions  should  be  thus  indefinitely  postpo- 
pooed,  that  others  oCa  similar  nature  had  shared 
t  similar  fate.  However  much,  the  author  of  this 
DteUoB  may  value  his  consistency  on  the  pres- 
eat  occasion,  be  hoped,  it'  the  House  should  be 
eooTioced  that  this  course  had  been  wrong,  they 
voald  not  further  persist  in  it.  Tbe  right  to  p^ 
tiiioQ  was  secured  by  the  Constitution,  and  the 
preseat  petitions  being  respectful  in  their  style, 
iod  important  in  their  nature,  had  a  strong  claim 
QpoD  the  attention  of  the  House. 

The  cenxleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Al« 
SToa)  has  given  a  novel  defiaiiioa  qf  the  object 


in  view  by  referring  petittone.    He  says  the  only 
object  is  to  get  a  statement  of  facts,  and  in  the 

K resent  case  they  were  fully  before  the  House, 
ir.  T.  by  no  means  acceded  to  this  doctrine.  He 
supposed  an  additional  reason  for  commitment  al- 
ways was  to  obtain  the  reasonings  and  opinions  of 
committees,  to  whom  petitions  were  referred.  In 
the  present  case  the  peMtiooeraaska  repeal  of  the 
embargo  law^  or  its  modification,  so  far  that  itadn* 
ration  may  be  shortened.  Is  this  House  soucoa* 
fident  of  the  policy  of  this  severe  measure,  and  so 
determined  in  their  coorse,  that  they  will  near  no 
reasonings  from  our  fellow-eitizena  on  thesobjectt 
At  an]r  rate,  will  it  be  consistent  with  sound  policy 
to  decide  on  the  merits  of  these  petitions^  coming 
from  so  numerous  a  class  of  our  agriculturu 
brethren,  (about  four  hundred  and  forty  subscti- 
hers,)  without  sending  them  to  a  committee  to  ex- 
amine into  their  merits? 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Smilia) 
has  told  us  that  the  object  of  tbe  present  embargo, 
is  to  get  home  property  from  foreign  countriet 
preparatory  to  war.  Can  this  be  tb^  fact  ?  If  sq^ 
how. can  we  account  for  it  that  the  numerous  p^ 
titioni  which  have  been  heaped,  upon  your  tablet 
have  been  treated  with  ao  cold  a  reception? 

Why  .baa  this  House  so  uniformly  refused  t4> 
permit  our  citizens  to  bring  home  tlieir  property 
from  Great .  Britain,  the  very  country  against 
which  we  are  told  that  we  must  soon  be  arrayed 
in  arms  7  The  citizens  of  this  country  have  mil* 
lions  upon  millions  of  their  property  lying  in 
Great  Britain,  and  if  the  Government  reallr 
wished  to  enable  our  citizens  to  bring  home  their 

Property,  as  has  been  asserted,  then  would  they 
ave  given  a  favorable  attention  to  this  class  of 
petitioners,  and  thereby  relieved  their  citizena 
from  distress,  and  strengthened  the  arm  of  the 
Government. 

Another  gentleman  (Mr.  Laoock^  objects  against 
sending  these  petitions  to  a  committee,  because  it 
would  have  the  appearance  of  relinquishing  the 
war  system. 

On  this  subject,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  had  heard  so 
much  within  these  walls,  that  it  had  become  in  a 
decree  familiar  to  him.  He  considered  war  aran 
evn  of  the  greatest  magnitude,  and  should  be  avoid- 
ed if  poesible ;  but  raiher  than  see  the  commerce 
of  this  country  restricted  in  its  lawful  objects,  and 
nearly  ruined,  he  would  submit  to  be  scourged  by 
war.  This,  he  said,  was  an  alternative,  not  called 
for,  in  his  judgment,  and  of  course  he  could  not 
vote  for  it ;  but  he  was  so  sickened  with  the  subject, 
that  he  cared  not  bow  soon  a  declaration  of  war 
was  laid  on  our  tables.  It  was  continually  held 
up  as  a  bugbear  to  frighten  men  of  weak  nerves 
in  this  House,  as  well  as  throughout  our  country. 
In  this  way  every  measure  proposed  to  relieve 
our  citizens  from  the  pressure  of  our  restrictive 
system,  is  kept  down  through  fear  of  war.  Mr. 
T.  aaid  he  would  endeavor  to  brace  op  his  weak 
nerves  to  meet  this  continually  threatened  propo- 
tioA ;  bat  did  hope  that  every  reasonable  petition 
for  relief  wenld  not  be  rejected,  for  fear  that  thh 
favorite  war  measure  would  thereby  be  supplanted. 

•  Mr.  McKiM  advocated  the  postponement. 
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Mr.  JtoDMAN  8aid  «  few  words  id  oppositioo. 

The  (jaestioa  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  petitions  postponed  till  the  4th  of  July — yeas 
53,  nays  32,  as  follows : 

YvAS^WiOis  Alston,  jnn.,  William  Anderson,  Dt- 
MA  Bsid,  Bnrwell  Bsssett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Robert 
Brown,  John  C.  Calhonn,  Matthetr  Clay,  James  Coch- 
ran, John  Ciopton,  Lewis  Condict,  WilUam  Crawford, 
John  Dawson,  Bamnel  Dinsmoor,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  BolUnff  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
William  R*  King,  Abner  Lacoek,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Ljle,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  MeKim,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  larael  rickens,  William  Piper,  Benjamin 
Pond,  William  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea^  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeueaer  Sage,  John  Se- 
▼ier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Da- 
vid R.  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 
Nats — Sterenson  Archer,  Harmanos  Bleecker, 
Adam  Bo^d,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham, 
Bpaphroditns  Champion,  Langdon  CheTes,  John  Da- 
▼enport^  }un.,  Roger  DaTis^  William  Ely,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Ricaard  Jackson,  junior,  Joseph  Kent,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
Aruni^  Metcal^  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  I'ear- 
son,  Timothy  Pitkin,  inn.,  James  Pleasants,  junior, 
John  Randolph,  Willuun  Reed,  WiUiam  Rodman, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Rich'd  Stanford,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,Uri  Tracy,  Leonard  White,  Rob- 
ert WhitehiU,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  House  anfain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  charter  the 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria. 

The  House  remained  in  Committee  on  this 
subject  until  the  usual  hour  of  adjourameot*  when 
the  Committee  rose,  without  haTtng  gone  tl^Tough 
the  bill. 


Tuesday,  May  12. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "  making  further  prorisioa  for  the  Army 
of  the  United  Sutes,"  were  read,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of 
Ninian  Piokney"  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  admit  the  entr^ 
of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  on  certain  condi* 
tions,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufkctures. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "for  the  better  regulation  of  the  ordnance'' 
were  read,  ami  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "  to  annex  a  part  of  West  Florida  to  the 
Mississippi  Territory"  were  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  *^  making  additional  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Qovernment,  for  the  year  1812," 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  tO'day. 

An  engrossed  resolution,  in  the  form  of  a  joint 


resoloiioB,  authorizing  the  PtesideiH  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  a  census  to  be  taken  of  the 
inhabttaats  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town  of  Alexandria^ 
by  the  name  and  style  of  "  the  Meehaaics'  Bank 
of  Alexandria."  The  bill  was  reported  with 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  amendments  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Hoff- 
man, junior,  and  others.  The  Committee  re- 
ported the  bill  without  amendment,  and  tbe  ques- 
tion being  taken  that  the  bill  be  enf^reased,  and 
read  a  third  time,  it  was  determined  tn  the  nega- 
tive ;  and  so  tbe  bill  was  rejected. 

GENERAL  8T.  GLAIR. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senatei  ^  allow- 
ing an  annuity  to  Arthur  St.  Clair.  The  bill 
was  reported  without  amendment. , 

A  motion  was  then  made  Mr.  B«  Hali^  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  r 
"and  that  like  eompensation  be  paid  to  all  offi* 
ears  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  Kevolntioaary 
war,  in  proportion  to  their  rank  and  pay  ;''  and 
the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative-^yeas  28,  nays  48,  as  follows  : 

Ybas— Willis  Akton,  jr.,  Bnrwell  BaMott,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd»  Robert  Brown,  James  CoebraB, 
John  Ciopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawlbid»  Ro- 
ger Davis,  SaiBiiel  Dinsnsoor,  James  Fisk,  loaisib  !»• 
Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Jacob  Hu%,  Joseph  Kent,  WiW 
liam  R.  King,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Jamea 
Morgan,  John  Roancj  Jonathan  Roberts,  WiUiam  Rod- 
man, Ebeueaer  Sage,  Samuel  Shaw,  Richard  Stanford. 
Uri  Tracy,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

Nats— Stevenson  Archer,  Elijsli  Brigham,  £pa- 
phroditus  Champmn,  Langdon  Cheves,  Joaepli  Deaha. 
EUas  Earle,  WUUam  Ely,  WiUiam  Findley,  llKMna* 
Gholson,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M* 
Hyneman^  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Abnec 
Lacoek,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron. 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  Mc- 
Coy, Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samael  I^ 
Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen. 
Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  WUUam  Pi- 
per, Timothy  Pitku,  ir.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,'  Benja- 
min Pond,  William  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea,  Tho- 
mas Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smihe,  George 
Smith,  William  Strong,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Talia* 
ferro,  George^M.  Troup,  Charles  Tamer,  jr.,  Leonard^ 
White,  Robert  Whitehill,  Thomas  WUson,  Richani 
Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  bill  be  read 
the  thild  time,  and  determined  in  the  negative- 
yeas  36,  nays  44,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Stevenson    Archer,    Harmanus    Bleecker 
Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditns  Champion,  Lan^on 
Chevet,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Dayenport,  jun.,  John 
Dawson^  Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  WilUam  Findley, 
Thomas  GHiolson,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Joeeph  Kent^ 
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Plufip  B.  Kfljy  Aimer  Lteodc,  Jom]^  Le?n%  jr.,  Peler 
Litdt,  Robert  Le  Rot  Livingeton,  WiUiem  Lowndee, 
Aanm  Lyle^  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Stephen  Ormthy,  Jo- 
t^  PMMn,  Wmiam  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
JiDM  Pieeeeate,  Jan.,  Adam  Seybert,  Cteorge  Smith, 
Philip  Stuart,  Samnel  Taggart,  John  TaliafiBrro,  Leen- 
ud  White,  lliomaa  WilBon,  SIchard  Winn,  and  Rob- 
ert Wright 

Nits— WiUia  Alelon,  jtan.,  BnrweU  Baawtt,  Wm. 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Bciiert  Brown,  Jameii  Cochran, 
John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  Joieph  Desha,  8am- 
k1  Dinsmoor,  James  Pisk,  Isaiah  L.  Green^  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Haiper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hol^  John  M.  Hjrneman,  W&iam  R.  King,  Joseph 
Lefever,  Natiiaiiiel  Macon,  Thomae  Moore,  William 
McCoy,  Samnel  McKee,  Amnah  Meteaif,  49amiiel  L. 
Mitdtill,  Jamea  Morgtn,  iarael  Pickens,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Wra.  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Willxam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Rich- 
ard Stsnibid,  Wnfiam  Strong,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tar- 
ner.  jon.,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

And  so  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Wednesday,  May  13. 
EMBARGO. 

Mr.  Setbbrt  presented  the  petition  of  the  mas- 
ters of  fear  Portuguese  ressels,  now  in  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  stating,  that  they  had  cone  to  this 
country  for  the  purpose  of  proeurini;  pcorisiooe 
for  the  Portuguese  Government,  and  had  brought 
foods  with  them  for  effecting  that  object^  that  they 
had  arrived  here  after  the  embargo  was  luid,  and 
praying  permission  to  take  in  a  cargo  and  return 
to  their  own  country.  He  moved  that  it  lie  on 
ibe  ubie.    Negatived. 

Mr.  Lacock  had  no  notion  of  g^anttne  to  these 
foreigners  any  benefits  which  he  would  deny  to 
oar  own  citizens— he  thought  it  ought  to  take  the 
same  direction  that  other  petitions  relative  to 
the  embargo  had  taken,  and  therefore  moved  that 
it  be  postponed  till  the  4th  of  Joty. 

Mr.  PiTKiiv  said,  that  he  was  a  little  surmised 
ibat  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Setaert,)  who  intro- 
doced  this  petition,  did  not  move  chat  it  be  refer- 
red 10  the  Uommittee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factnres,  instead  of  moving  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 
The  petitioners  state,  that  they  are  subjects  of 
the  Crown  of  Portugal,  that  they  arrived  in  bur 
pons  withoat  any  previous  knowledge  of  the 
embargo,  that  they  brought  here  funds,  exclu- 
Mrely  Portuguese,  to  be  laid  out  in  flour,  meal,  and 
prorisions,  to  be  carried  baclt  to  their  own  coun- 
try. If  this  statement  was  true,  Mr.  P.  said, 
he  could  see  no  objection  to  granting  them  per- 
mission to  depart  with  cargoes  of  our  produce. 
Bat  it  is  teid  by  gentlemen,  that  this  petition 
ought  to  share  the  same  fate  With  those  of  our 
own^citizens,  and  be  nostponed  till  the  4th  of  July 
iiext.  They  ask,  will  you  grant  favors  to  foreign- 
ers, which  you  deny  to  your  own  citizens?  The 
advocates  for  the  embargo,  Mr.  P.  said,  have 
Qiiiformly  stated,  that  it  was  laid  as  a  precursor 
of  war,  that  its  sole  object  was  to  keep  the  pro- 
perty of  our  citizens  at  home^  and  hot  to  have  it 
exposed  on  the  ocean,  or  in  foreign  ports,  to  the 


depredations  of  a  nation  aeainst  whom  we  were 
about  to  declare  war.  If  this  then  is  the  real  ob- 
ject of  the  embargo,  as  has  been  so  often  stated  in 
this  House^  the  reason  does  not  at  all  apply  to  the 
petitioners.  By  restraining  our  citizens  from  go* 
ing  abroad  with  their  property,  we  consider  our- 
selvea  as  favoring  them ;  when  we  postponed  the 
petitions  of  citizens  from  New  York  until  the  4th 
of  July,  we  told  them,  that  a  denial  of  the  petitions 

ifor  this  postponement  amounted  to  a  denial,)  was 
one  as  a  favor  towards  them ;  that  it  was  done  in 
order  to  preserve  their  property  for  themselves  and 
their  country.  But,  sir,  w»  have  no  such  inten  t  in 
preserving  the  property  of  the  petitioners;  they 
nave  come  into  our  ports,  without  any  previous 
knowledge  of  the  embargo,  with  funds,  as  they 
state,  belonging  to  them,  and  they  desire  to  vest 
those  funds  in  the  produce  of  the  country,  and  to 
return  with  it  to  Portugal. 

In  granting  this  permission  it  is  difficult  to  per- 
ceive in  what  way  the  avowed  principles  of  the 
embargo  will  be  contravened. .  No  property  be- 
longing to  our  citizens  will  be  put  at  hazard  y  and 
if  the  whole  should  be  taken  or  lost  the  country 
would  receive  no  injury  whatever^  or  be  less  able 
to  carry  on  the  contemplated  war.  Nay,  sir,  if, 
without  any  hazard  at  all,  we  can  exchange  some 
of  our  suVplus  produce,  so  much  of  which  we  have 
now  on  band,  for  Portuguese  coin,  or  for  foreiffn 
articles  which  we  want,  will  hot  the  country,  m 
fact,  be  benefitted  ? 

But  lay  the  petition  on  the  table,  the  subject  is 
to  be  put  at  rest,  without  further  inquiry.  I  can- 
not but  hope  it  will  not  take  this  course,  but  that 
it  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  to  make  the  necessary  inqui- 
ries into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Key  followed  on  the  same  side. 

It  was  then  determined  to  postpone  it«-40  to  85. 

BANKS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Alexandria  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr*  GB01.80N  opposed  its  paasaj^e,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  already  sufficient  capital 
incorporaied  in  the  District;  that  this  was  proved 
by  the  fact  that  the  capital  of  more  than  one  bank 
in  the  District  was  actually  not  filled  up;  and  he 
had  not  seen  sufficient  evidence  of  alleged  oppres- 
sion by  the  other  banks,  or  evidence  of  inability 
to  discount  good  paper,  dtcb,  to  warrant  nim  in 
voting  for  this  bill. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Wit^UAMS  replied,  and  read  papers 
which  had  come  before  the  House  on  the  subject, 
goinff  to  show  that  an  association  had  been  en- 
tered into  by  the  other  banks  in  Alexandria,  to 
prevent  the  incorporation  of  this  bank,  and  to 
withhold  discounts  from  those  engaged  in  it,  and 
to  endeavor  to  prevail  on  the  other  banks  in  the 
District  to  do  the  same,  d&c. 

Mr.  Wriobt  warmly  advocated  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  chiefly  on  the  principle^  that,  if  any 
benefit  was  to  be  derived  from  it,  it  was  exclu- 
sively to  the  practical  mechanic ;  and,  in  benefit 
to  (Society,  he  said,  one  mechanic  was  worth  half 
a  dozen  of  your  gentleman-bankers,  for  those  who 
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lived,  on  other  mea'a  labor,  vkboot  pnttiDg  their 
Stands  to  any  thing,  were  the  greatest  nuisaocea  to 
society. 

Mr.  McKtM  opposed  the  bill, and  ezpIaiDed  the 
contests  of  certaia  evidence  which  had  been  read 
to  the  Houae.  He  had  no  idea,  he  remarked,  as 
bis  ooUeagae  appeared  to  think,  that  real  gentle* 
men  were  a  nuisance  to  society. 

Mr.  Key  opposed  the  bill  argumentatively. 
He  stated  the  amooot  of  baokiag- capital  already 
in  issue  fn  ttie  District  at  $4,500,0000;  which  sQm, 
he  said,  divided  among  the  male  inhabitants  of 
the  District,  over  the  age  of  twenty-one.  would 
produce  an  astonishing  sum  for  each  inaividoal 
of  that  description.  He  went,  at  length,  into  a 
detail  of  the  commercial  and  banking  operations 
of  the  District — from  his  reasoning  on^rhich,  he 
.came  to  a  conclusion  that  an  additional  banking 
capital  was  wholly  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Boyd  wished  that  there  was  not  a  bank  in 
the  United  States ;  but  since  there  was,  he  could 
sot  see  why  from  one  association  of  individuals 
a  privilege  should  be  withheld  which  had  been 
extended  to  another.  He  was  in  favor  of  tbe  bill 
•for  that  reason,  on  which,  and  other  points,  he 
^expatiated  at  considerable  length.  He  never  did 
vote  for  a  bank  before.  He  was  an  enemy  to  the 
system  ;  but  be  could  not  arrest  it ;  and  as  these 
persons  were  certainly  as  well  entitled  to  favor 
as  any  who  had  been  incorporated,  be  was  de- 
sirous to  place  them  on  the  same  footing  with 
others.. 

Mr.  Gholson  again  spdce  against  the  bill. 
His  objections  were  not  to  the  petitioners  peraon- 
•ally,  but  to  the  extension  of  the  banking  system 
beyond  its  present  bounds. 

Mr.  Smilie  and  Mr.  Little  also  ^poke  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  the  latter  of  whom  gave  a  history  of 
ibe  rise  and  progress  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Baltimore.  He  was  inimical  in  principle  to  the 
banking  system.  But  it  exists ;  and  it  is  proper 
*that  protection  should  be  extended  as  well  to 
mechanics  as  to  other  classes  of  society. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  opposed  the  bill  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Newton  took  the  other  sida  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  said  he  should,  with  pleasure,  vote  for  a 
bill  going  to  place  the  mechanic  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  merchant,  and  he  Wished,  to  Gk>d 
that  his  vote  could  effect  the  sam«  equality 
throughout  the  United  Sates. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  carried — yeas  51,  nays  36,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  AnderEon,  David 
Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condict,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Roger  Davi«,  John  Dawson,  Samuel 
'Biasmoor,  Ellas  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  FUik, 
Teterson  Goodwyn,  Felix  Ornndy,  BoUbig  Hall,  Obed 
?Hall,  John  A.  Haiper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnfty, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Joseph 
Keoti  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lafevor,  Peter  Little, 
«Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy, 
James  Morgan,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste- 
phen Ormsby ,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Samuel  Ring- 
]gold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roaao,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Ebenezer  Sage^  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  George 


Soitlii,  PhtU^  Stuart,  Join  Tafialerro,  Gharlea  Tom 
aer,  jun^  Robert  Wfaitehill,  David  R.  WiUaams,  aal 
Robert  Wright. 

Nats— Stevenson  Aseher,  Bnrwell  Baaaett,  James 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Btighatt,  William  A.  BuiweU, 
Langdon  Cheves,  John  Olopton,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
Joseph  Desha,  WiUiara  Ely,  Tboaias  Gholaon,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Philip  B.  Key,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingstoo, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKea,  Alexander  McKim,  Ara- 
nah  Meteali^  Samael  L.  MitchiU,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Wm.  Piper,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  Benjamin  Poad,  WilUam  Reed,  WU- 
liam  Rodman,  Thomas  Sawmona,  John  Smilie,  Ricb> 
ard  Stanford,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadga, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Leoaard  White,  msA 
Thomas  Wilson. - 

RECALL  OF  ABSENTEES. 

Mr.  Williams  said  he  rose  to  make  a  motioo, 
the  object  of  which  was  in  itself  so  clear,  that  he 
believed  there  was  no  necessity  for  iliustratiog  it. 
There  was  but  one  objection  that  he  was  aware 
of,  and  that  was,  that  there  was  no  precedent  for 
it;  but  if  that  should  be  urged,  he  would  reply 
that  there  never  was  before  a  crisis  requiring  it. 
The  motion  was — 

Rtzohedj  That  the  Speaker  be  directed  to  addrvaa  a 
letter  to  each  member  of  the  House  now  absent,  re- 
questing his  attendance  prior  to  the  first  day  of  June. 

Mr.  Orundt  said,  the  object  of  the  motioD,  no 
doubt,  was  a  correct  one.  He  should,  therefore, 
vote  for  the. motion  as  it  now  stood,  but  would 
prefer  a  modification  of  it.  On  wbat  particular 
day  it  would  be  proper  to  have  every  member  in 
his  place,  could  not  be  foreseen  with  certainly  hj 
any  one.  To  &x  on  a  day,  however,  would  be  as 
much  as  to  tell  the  members  we  do  not  waot 
them  earlier,  and  would  put  it  out  of  our  power 
to  act  prior  to  that  day.  But,  on  the  other  haod, 
ahould  we  not  be  ready  to  act  on  that  day,  is  it 
not  pledging  ouraelves  that  we  will  then  act, 
whether  we  are  ready  or  not?  It  would  be  as 
well  to  request  the  attendance  of  members  imme- 
diately, and  Chen  we  shall  not  sund  committed 
either  to  act  on  or  before  that  day.  He  hoped 
there  would  not  be  an  absent  man  on  the  occa- 
sion of  voting  the  final  measure;  though  he 
should  coBsider  such  a  vote  as  a  completioo  oi 
what  was  already  begun,  and  not  a  determiuation 
of  the  course  to  be  pursued,  which  questioo  he 
considered  as  decided  in  the  anterior  measures 
already  adopted. 

Mr.  D.  K.  W1U.IAM8  declined  modilyiug  bi^ 
motion^  because  he  considered  the  difiereuoe  be 
tween  its  present  language  and  that  whicb  it  wa: 
proposed  to  give  it,  more  a  difference  ia  word: 
than  in  fact.  The  passage. of  the  resoluiioa  ii 
its  present  form  would  not  commit  the  House  ii 
any  way;  it  was  nothing  but  the  expression  o 
the  opinion  of  the  House,  that  the  sUte  of  tbiog^ 
required  the  presence  of  every  member  of  tb< 
House  here. 

Mr.  Little  said,  that  specifying  the  time,  ii 
bjs  opinion,  would  appear  to  be  an  indicatioi 
that,  on  that  day,  some  decisive  meaaore  "wouU 
be  before  the  House.  Most  of  the  members  coui« 
not  reach  this  place  on  that  day,  and  perh«pi 
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misht  not 'thereafter  eomt,  sapposiog  it  to  be  Hn- 
Dpe«5sary,  as  the  day  would  hare  paued  to  which 
thef  were  samraoned. 

Mr.  Ket  spoke  in  £iror  of  fixing  od  a  day  eer 
tain. 

Mr.  GaniiDT  said  the  House  ought  not  only  to 
not  commit  itself,  but  should  also  bare  a  regard 
to  tbe  public  feeling  which  would  be  excited. 
Woold  not  the  passage  of  this  resolution  in  its 
present  form  be  an  indication  to- our  enemy  ?  He 
wished  not  to  see  public  ex|>ectation  amoog  our 
own  people  wound  up  and  then  relaxed,  as  it 
wooid  be  if  ther  should  not  aet  on-  the  day  fixed 
OB.  Wishing  toe  absent  members  to  be  recalled 
OD  the  ground  of  the  general  importance  of  the 
crisis,  he  wished  not  to  fix  a  specine  day  for  their 
return,  snd  therefore  mored  to  strike  out  '*  the  first 
1st  of  June,''  and  insert  "aa  soon  as  practicable." 

Mr.  NewTOR  was  satisfied  with  toe  motion  in 
iti  present  form,  as  it  afiorded  no  pledge  to  act  on 
the  day  named.  He  was  even  ready  to  require 
tsd  compel,  instead  of  requesting,  the  attendance 
of  members.  The  absentees  were  intelligent 
meo,  and  well  knew  that  no  fitial  step  could  be 
liken  on  that  day ;  because  they  were  acquainted 
with  tbe  usual  course  of  proceeding  ia  this  House, 
and  most  know  that  a  deluge  of  words  woulil  be 
uttered  on  any  deeisiTe  measures  proposed,  before 
its  adoption  could  take  place. 

Tbe  question  on  Mr.  Grvnot'0  motion  was 
then  decided  in  the  negatire — ayes  42,  noes  44. 

Mr.  NiLflON  ra^etted  that  he  was  compelled 
to  differ  from  his  friend  on  this  question,  but  the 
Ttew  he  had  taken  of  the  subject  led  him  to  sup* 
pose  that  it  would  be  improper  to  adopt  the  reso- 
lotioo.  What  would  be  its  effect?  he  asked. 
Either  that  we  do  not  want  these  gentlemen,  or 
we  want  them  to  such  an  extent  that  we  cannot 
proceed  without  them.  I  mke  the  first  part  of 
the  proposition,  that,  having  given  them  ieare  of 
abseoee,  we  do  not  want  them,  because  no  mem- 
ber could  have  left  bis  seat  unconscious  of  the 
course  which  the  deliberations  of  Congress  would 
take.  Suppose  the  members  to  whon^  your  mis- 
sal is  addressed  should  disregard  it.  Must  we 
send  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  spend  weeks  or 
months  in  compelling  the  attendance  of  those 
who  ought  not  to  have  abandoned  their  seats? 
Will  gentlemen  consent  to  a  resolution  which 
shall  hold  out  the  idea  that  their  exertions  could 
be  paralyzed  by  the  absence  of  a  few  members? 
Those  who  were  absent  had  taken  on  themselves 
the  responsibility  of  their  absence.  Mr.  N.  said 
he  was  content,  reduced  as  was  the  number  now 
present,  to  go  on.  He  would  not  seek  tbe  aid  of 
those  who  had  turned  their  backs  on  the  House 
in  the  present  crisis.  Let  us  go  on;  let  usnot 
hesitate,  nor  wait  for  a  particnlar  day;  but,  when 
it  is  announced  by  the  Executive  that  he  is  ready 
to  strike,  let  tbe  Legislative  Councilor  the  na- 
tion direct  the  blow.  The  few  who  remain  are 
competent  to  consummate  the  object,  and  the 
absence  of  others  ought  not  to  stop  our  progress* 
If  tbe  harden  be  thrown  on  our  sfaooldersL  wt  us 
manfully  bear  it,  without  calling  on  otners  to 
awisi  us. 


Mr.  D.  R«  WiLtiAiia  said  he  had  no  intention 
to  bold  out  the  idea  that  the  House  could  not  act 
without  tbe  absentees ;  and  it  was  impossible  that 
tbe  resolution  could  have  such  an  effect.  What 
is  the  language  of  it  ?  Is  it  peremptory  ?  Ia 
there  an  idea  conveyed  in  those  words  that  the 
8ergeant-at-Arms  is  to  go  after  these  men  be* 
cause  we  cannot  act  without  then  ?  We  are  to 
presume  that  those  who  are  absent  have  obtained 
leave  from  indispensable  reasons.  They  have 
not  gone  home  so  very  conscious  of  the  result  of 
our  deliberations  as  the  gentleman  supposes,  for 
no  man  can  say  with  certainty  what  will  be  tbe 
result.  I  for  one.  sir,  do  feel  and  tremble  for  the 
result.  Notwithstanding  my  anxiety  that  it  shall 
be  in  one  way,  1  am  not  eoo'soious  how  k  will  he, 
although  I  hope  ia  Gh>d  it  will  be  as  I  wish  it. 
The  people  of  tbe  United  States  bave  been 
amused,  betrayed,  deceived  into  a  belief  that  yon 
dare  not  act  with  decision.  Tbe  passage  of  the 
resolution  will  have  one  good  efiect — to  stop  our 
merehiints  in  their  mad  career.  It  is  a  premoni- 
tion to  them,  in  addition  to  the  embargo,  of.  the 
course  about  to  be  taken.  When  we  assume  a 
determined  attitude,  there  h  no  man  who  would 
wish  to  be  absent.  This  resolution  is  only  de* 
claratory  of  what  is  the  sense  of  the  House.  I 
wish  to  screen  the  Administration  and  tbe  Re- 
publicans in  Congress  from  the  malicious  censure 
which  would  be  thrown  upon  us  if  we  act  decis- 
ively without  previous  notice.  It  would^  in  such 
case,  be  said  it  was  aaectional  course;  that  some 
members  have  gone  home,  and  you  have  seized 
the  opportunity  of  their  absence.  Adopt  this, 
and  we  are  placed  en  fair  ground.  It  will  also 
relieve  the  House  from  the  responsibility  of  the 
absence  of  its  members,  and  places  it,  where  it 
ought  to  rest,  on  the  absentees,  some  of  whom  I 
know  have  gone  home  under  the  impression  that 
we  shall  not  take  a  decisive  course.  I  tell  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia, and  I  tell  the  nation,  that 
the  pledge,  that  on  the  removal  of  the  embargo 
we  will  go  to  war,  I  will  redeem,  if  there  be  but 
a  bare  quorum  present,  i,  for  one,  will  act,  whe- 
ther the  absentees  return  or  not;  but  I  had  rather 
they  should  be  present,  and  therefore  I  wodld' 
warn  them  here. 

Mr.  Wright  said  it  was  fair  that  every  mem'* 
her  should  have  notice  that  his  attendance  was 
wished,  and  they  would  doubtless  generally  re> 
turn,  as  tbe  honorable  mover  of  the  resolution 
himself  had  dope ;  he  had  obtained  leave  of  ab* 
seoce  for  the  session,  but  had  returned  as  soon  as 
he  possibly  cuold  despatch  the  urgent  concerns 
which  had  called  him  home.  Our  affairs  had 
attained  a  crisis  in  which  everv  man  ought  to  be 
at  his  post.  I  hope  they  will  have  notice.. and 
that  the  opposition  will  not  be  suffered  to  have  it 
in  their  power  to  say  that  we  could  not  obtain  a 
declaration  of  war  until  a  certain  portion  of  the 
members  had  gone  home.  Can  we  be  afraid  of 
telling  our  enemy  of  our  intentions?  Have  we 
not  levied  25,000  regulars,  many  volunteers,  dbe. 
and  could  these  indications  be  mistaken?  No, 
sir;  I  hope  that  on  the  4th  day  of  Jane,  the  dar 
on  which  King  George  III  #bs  born,  we  shall 
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act.  The  people  are  tired  of  suspense.  If  we 
bare  but  a  bare  quorum,  the  geDtleman  from  Vir* 
ginia  is  prepared  to  aet  when  the  Executive  is 
readf ;  and,  if  he  be  not  readv,  I  would  strike 
before  we  are  ready ;  because,  like  a  new  married 
couple  going  to  house-keeping,  I  believe  we  ought 
to  prepare  more  necessaries  in  one  week  after  we 
beffin,  than  in  four  weeks  before. 

Mr.  Rhea  wished  some  more  compolsorf  mode 
adopted  of  recalling  the  absentees.  If  a  sense  of 
their  own  duty,  the  declarations  of  thfilr  friends, 
and  the  admonitions  of  their  constituents,  had  not 
been  sufficient  to  induce  their  return,  he  doubted 
the  efficacy  of  this  notice.  Every  gentleman 
could  write  to  his  friends,  which  would  hare  the 
same  effect;  even  this  discussion  would  be  ample 
notice.  He  was  willing  to  require  their  attend- 
ance, but  did  not  care  about  requestinff  it. 

Mr.  RoBBRTs  said,  the  call  of  the  House  met 
his  perfect  approbation ;  but,  in  its  present  form, 
he  fliiould  be  constrained  to  vote  against  it.  He 
was  not  afraid  that  it  would  be  considered  a 
pledge  to  act  on  a  certain  day;  but  that  members 
near  home,  after  it  was  passed,  would  take  the 
opportunity  of  the  interval  to  visit  their  homes, 
and  leave  the  House  without  a  quorum.  He« 
therefore,  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  to  as  to 
request  the  attendance  of  the  members  forthwith. 
-  This  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  47. 

After  some  obiections  by  Mr.  Stanpord  to  the 
phraseology  of  tne  resolution,  it  was  passed  with* 
out  a  division,  there  not  being  more  perhaps  than 
five  dissenting  voices. 


Tbursoat,  May  14. 

.  Mr.  Turner  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Plymouth,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  stating  the  many  and  delete* 
rious  acts  consequent  upon  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  praying^  Congress  to  repeal  the  law 
prohi]i)iting  importations  from  Great  Britain  ;  to 
repeal  the  act  laying  an  embargo ;  ^^and  impar* 
tially  to  contrast  the  mjuries  received  from  Great 
Britain  with  the  monstrous  aggressions  of  France, 
and,  by  the  exercise  of  a  dignified  magnanimity, 
to  arrest  the  impending  devastations  of  war." — 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  presented  a  petition  of  Arthur  St« 
Clair,  praying  that  the  reports  of  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
inquire  into  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  failure  of 
the  military  expedition  under  his  command,  in 
the  year  1791,  against  the  hostile  Indians,  may 
be  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

The  petition  was  read :  When  it  was.  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Reed, 

Besolved,  That  the  petition  of  Arthur  Saint 
Clair  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with 
leave*  to  report  bv  bill,  or  otherwise,  such  relief 
as  the  petitioner  snail  appear  to  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive from  the  Government. 

Messrs.  Reed,  Tallmadgb,  Chbvbs.  RobbrtS) 
and  Alston,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  Joseph 
Smith,  gf  Alez|indria,  in  the  District  of  Colum* 


bia,  merchant,  stating  that,  owing  to  fbe  ezorbi* 
tant  and  tyrannical  exactions  of  the  Preach  €rov« 
ernment.  a  quantity  of  tobacco  shipped  by  him  to 
Denmark,  the  proceeds  of  which  were  to  be  cred- 
ited to  the  United  States,  has  been  totally  lost, 
and  praying  relief  in  the  premises;— Referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Thomas  Jan- 
ney  db  Co.,  Henry  Nicholson,  and  William  Rob- 
inson. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Bir.  Kina,  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  said  petition  be 
postponed  until  the  fourth  day  of  July  next,  and 
the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  54,  nays  39. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "making  further  provision  for  the  Army 
of  the  United  States;''  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their 
agreement  to  the  same;  which  was  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  "making  additional  appropriacions  tot 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1812.'^ 
The  Committee  reported  their  agreement  to  the 
same ;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  to  aathorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain  and 
designate  certain  boundaries,"  went  throngh  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comminee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anna 
Young,  heiress  and  representative  of  Colonel 
John  Durkee,  deceased.  The  Committee  rose. 
reported  progrress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Williams 
that,  when  the  House  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to 
meet  again  on  Monday  next ;  and  the  question 
thereon  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  31,  nays  48,  as  follows : 

YxAS— WlUis  AbtOD,  jun.,  Stevenson  Archer,  J  as. 
Breckenridge,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
piun,  Langdon  Cheves,  James  Cochran,  Ellas  Barle. 
William  Fxndley,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholson,  Rich 
ard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Abner  Lacock,  JoaepI; 
Lewl^  jr.,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndea,  Thorn su 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomai 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Jas.  Pte«» 
ants,  jun.,  John  Roane,  John  8evier,  Adam  Sejbert 
Richard  Sunford,  John  Taliaferro,  David  IL  M^u 
liams,  and  Riehard  Winn. 

Nays — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Bur^nrel 
Bassett,  Harmanus  Bleeckfr,  Adam  Boyd,  William  A 
Bnrwell,  Elijah  Biigham,  Robert  Brown,  Mattl&e^ 
Clay,  Lewis  Oondiet,  William  Orawibrd,  John  I>a^ei] 
port,  jnn.,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dins 
moor,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isslab  L.  Green,  Peli 
Gmndy,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Marpei 
AylsU  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnfty,  J.  M.  Hyneman,  Asro: 
Lyie,  William .  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,   Artua 
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MetcaU;  Samiial  L.  Mitehill,  Jerembh  Morrow,  WH* 
lian  f^,  'Hmothy  PitkiD,  jr.,  Benjunin  Pond,  John 
Rbca,  WUtiAm  Reed,  Jonathan  Roberta,  William  Rod- 
mao,  Ebenexer  Bage,  Thoanaa  Sanmonf ,  Geo.  Smith, 
WjUiun  Stiongy  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Cbiriei  Tomer,  jun.,  Leonard  White,  Robert  White^ 
bill,  Thomas  WilM>n,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Friday,  May  15. 

Mr.  NtwTOH,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufacuires,  to  whom  was  referred 
(be  bill  from  the  Senate  "to  admit  the  entry  of 
vessels  of  the  United  States  on  certain  conditions." 
reported  the  same,  without  amendment,  and  tlie 
bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
HoDse  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
-  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and  William  Streshly," 
reported  the  same,  wi(h  an  amendment ;  which 
wu  read  and  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  the  third  time  on  Mon- 
dty  next. 

Mr.  Qbolsom,  fhnn  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Scfoate  *^  for 
the  relief  of  Ninian  Pinkney/' reported  the  same, 
without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  to  anthorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain  and 
designate  certain  boundaries"  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed.    . 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  extend 
the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and 
for  other  purposes.*^  witban  atnendment;  and  they 
hare  passed  a  bill  ^*  supplementary  to  an  a^t,  en- 
titled 'An  aet  for  the  admission  of-  the  State  of 
Louisiana  ioto  the  Uaioo,  and  to  extend  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  to  the  said  State,"  in  whteh 
ameadment  and  bill  they  desire  4he  eonenrrence 
of  this  Hoase. 

Mr.  Newtoii  made  a  report  on  the  resolutioo 
directing  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ofactores  to  inquire  into  the  proprietjr  of  afford- 
ing relief  to  the  inhabitants  of  Tenerxfl^,  stating 
that  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  proof 
WIS  not  safficient  to  authorize  them  to  a6t  on  this 
subject. 

Some  coaTersatioh  took  place  on  this  subject, 
which  did  not  however  eventuate  in  any  motion. 
The  report  therefore  may  be  considered  as  con* 
dosive.  Mr.  NfiwroN  and  McKim  stated  that 
great  doubts  were  entertained  of  the  correctness 
of  the  information  from  Teaeriffe ;  that,  even  by 
those  who  brought  it,  the  price  of  flour  was 
suted  at  only  twenty  dollars  per  barrel,  very  little 
over  the  usaai  prices ;  that  the  coast  of  Barbery, 
a  fine  wheat  country,  was  not  more  than  one 
hoadred  leases  distant  from  Teneriffe,  whence 
ample  snpplies  could  be  obtained;  that  the' dis- 
tress existing  at  Teneriffe  proceeded  more  from  a 
prevailing^  sickaess  than  from  hunger,  dkc.  Mr. 
Gbolson  and  Mr.  Ranoolpb  expressed  a  desire 
to  have  a  detailed  report,  and  stated  facts  which 
had  come  to  their  knowledge  inducing^  them  to 


betieve  that  gf  At  distress  actually  existed  ;  that 
the  narrator,  Captain  Adams,  was  stated  to  be  a 
man  whose  statements  might  be  relied  on ;  and 
that  further  inquiries  should  be  made  into  the 
facts,  dbc. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbbves,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means  on  the 
petition  of  the  Collectorsof  Baltimore,  Philadel- 
phia. Norfolk  and  Plymouth,  and  the  naval  officer 
of  New  Bedford,  praying  further  compensation 
for  services  rendered.  Tne  report,  which  is  un- 
favorable, was,  after  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
McEiM,  Newton,  and  Little  opposed,  and  Mr. 
Cbeves  supported  it,  agreed  to  by  the  committee^ 
reported  to  the  House,  and  by  them  concurred  in. 

A  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  regulating  the  col- 
lection of  duties,  &e.,  reported  by  the  same  com- 
mittee, was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

ANNA  YOUNG. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wnole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Anna  Young,  heiress  and  representative  of  Colo- 
nell  John  Durkee,  deceased  ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  amend* 
ments.  whicli  were  read,  and  the  first  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  in  the 
second  amendment,  which  proposes  to  strike  out 
from  the  said  bill  the  following  clause :  ^^of  the 
said  Colonel  Durkee,  after  deducting  therefrom 
the  balance  and  interest,  reduced  by  the  scale  of 
depreciation,  applicable  to  July,  1777,  which  ap- 
pears to  be  due  by  the  said  Durkee,  in  his  account 
with  the  United  States :"  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
serting, **  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Tree- 
surv,  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  42,  nays 
31,  as  follows : 

Yxis — Williaffl  Anderson,  StoTenson  Archer,  John 
Baker,  James  Breckenrtidge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaph- 
roditna  Champion,  Langdon  Cheres,  Matthew  Clay, 
Itoger  DaTie,  John  Dawshn,  William  Ely,  William 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  GhoU»n,  John  A.  Har^ 
per,  Rwhard  Jackson,  jcm,,  Joseph  Kent,  Peter  Little^ 
Kohert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  WilUam  Lowndes,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  William  Piper,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  Jan.,  jBenjamin  Pond» 
William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ring* 
gold,  William  Rodman,  George  Smith,  Philip  Stuart, 
Samuel  Taggart»  John  Taliaferro,  Benjamin  Talimadgo, 
George  M.  Troup,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wilson^ 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— Willig  Alston,  jun.,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  James 
Cochran,  Lewis  Condiet,  William  Crawford,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boi- 
ling Hall^  AylettHawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  Abner  Laoock,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Morgan^ 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Israel  Pickens,  Jolm  Rhea,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Richard 
Stanford,  William  Strong,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  and 
David  R.  Williams* 

A  motion  was  th^n  made  by  Mr.  Stanpobd, 
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fmrcher  to  amend  tb«  bill  by  addiog  tb^reio  the 
following  clause:  "  not#iih8tandiog  any  statute 
of  limitation  which  may  appear  to  bar  the  same :" 
wbeo,  before  the  question  was  taken,  the  House 
adjourned. 

Satubdat,  May  16. 

Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
fourteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  allowing  an 
annuity  to  Arthur  St.  Clair;  which  was  read 
rwiceaod  committed  toa  Gommitteeof  the  Whole 
on  Monday  next.    . 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^*  supplementary  to 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to  extend 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  said  State," 
was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  read  tbe  third 
time  to-day.  The  bill  was  then  accordingly  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  to 
extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  tbe  Illinois  Terri- 
tory, and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  and  con- 
ourred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  ooasideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Anna  Younf,  heiress  and 
representatire  of  ColooelJohn  Dursee,  deceased; 
and  the  question  depending  yesterday  at  the  time 
of  adjournment,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford, 
was  taken,  and  determined  in  the  ne^tive.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 


Monday,  May  18. 

An  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  *^Ad  act. to 
establish  the  compensations  of  the  officers  em* 
ployed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,"  was  read  the  third  time;  and,  on 
motion,  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  respecting  the  surveying* 
d^.,  of  certain  lands  in  Louisiana,  and  tbe  bill 
waa  gone  through,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
lor  a  third  reading. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Military  AflSiirs  on  the  memorial  of  the  inventor 
of  the  buoy-fort :  and,  after  the  Committee  rose, 
tbe  whole  subject  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit<^ 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  appropriating 
money  to  liquidate  the  debt  incurred  for  work 
done  on  the  public  buildings,  beyond  the  appro- 
priations heretofore  made;  and,  after  much  debate, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  with  an 
amendment,  added  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams, 
appropriating  $4,000  towards  completing  thepil- 
larsi  ArC.  of  the  south  wiog. 

GOVBRNMSNT  LOAN. 

Mr.  Cheves,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  addressed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  chairman  of 
the  commitLee,  detailing  the  proceedings  hadj 


under  the  ^*Act  authorizing  a  loan  for  eleveD  mil- 
lions of  dollars;"  which  was  read.  The  letter  is 
as  follows :  - 

Titf  Asumx  DavAJKnaBT,  Jfny  14,  1812. 

Sim:  Sobseriptions  wers  opened  on  the  fint  mnd 
second  instant  to  the  loan  of  eleven  mil  lions  of  dollany 
aatboiized  by  the  act  of  the  14tti  March  last,  in  con- 
formity with  the  enclosed  notice  (A.)  li  was  left  op- 
tional with  the  banks  whidi  were  disposed  to  rabscribe, 
either  to  receive  stock  or  to  loan  the  money  br  special 
contract.  The  enclosed  circulai  letters  (B.  C.  D.)  show 
the  instructions  transmitted  and  the  manner  in  which, 
the  proposals  were  made  to  the  several  banks.  It  was 
thought  most  eligible  not  to  limit  in  anj  place  the 
amount  of  subscriptions  to  any  specific  sum :  lor  which 
reason,  the  loan  was  kept  open  only  for  two  days,  in 
order  that  the  general  result  might  be  ascertaijied,  and 
a  reduction,  if  necessary,  be  made. 

All  the  returns  have  now  been  receiTod,  and  an  ab- 
stract (E.)  is  herewith  transmitted.  Fromtheseitappean 
that  96,118,900  were  subscribed  in  those  two  days, 
▼is:  $4,190,000  by  banks,  and  f  1,9S8,000  by  indiTid- 
uals.  This  last  sum  is  greater  than  the  aggregate  of 
all  the  loans  at  six  per  cent  ever  before  obtained  bj 
the  Government  fronvindividuals  in  tbe  United  States  ;* 
andt  conaidering  tbe  price  of  stocks,  and 
dtM  which  at  this  time  have  impeded 
the  amount  is  as  great  as  might  have  been  expected 
within  so  short  a  period.  The  unsubscribed  reaidue 
will  now  be  apportioned  among  tbe  several  places,  ac- 
cording to  the  apparant  demand  in  each,  and  subscri|K 
tions  will  be  received  or  stock  sold,  until  the  sums  thus 
respectively  apportioned  shall  have  been  disposed  of. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  amount  which  re- 
mains unsubscribed  for,  will  thus  be  filled  as  the  money 
will  be  wanted  for  the  public  service.  In  order,  hovreTer, 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  disappointment,  and  to 
remove  dbubts  and  erroneous  expectations,  I  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  propriety  of  authorising  the  iasae  of 
Treasury  notes  on  the  following  principles,  via : 

1.  Not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  amonat  vrhiefa 
may  ultimately  not  be  subscribed  to  the  loan  ;  that  is 
to  say,  that  ths  aaovat  raesived  on  acoonnt  of  the 
loan  and  that  of  the  Treasury  notes  shall  not  together 
exceed  eleven  millions;  which  limits  themfore  the 
greatest  possible  amount  of  Treasury  notes  to  lasa 
than  $4,900,000. 

2.  To  bear  an  interest  of  5f  per  cent,  a  year,  equal 
to  1^  cent  per  day  on  a  one  hundred  dollar  note. 

3.  To  become  payable  by  the  Treasury  one  year 
after  the  date  of  their  respective  issues. 

4.  To  be  in  the  mean  while  received  in  payment  of 
all  duties,  taxes,  or  debts  due  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

ALBERT  GALLATUY. 
Hon.  Lahgbov  Chstxs,  Chairman^  <H. 

*The  only  two  six  per  cent  loans  obtained  from  in- 
dividuals in  the  United  Staterby  this  Government  axe, 
1.  On  account  of  the  loan  of  $5,000,000  authorised  by 
aet  of  31st  May,  1795,  one*half  of  which  stock  was  nd- 
vertissd  for  sale  for  several  weeks  without  any  ofier 
being  received,  and  of  which  at  last  only  f  80,600  were 
sold  at  private  sals.  9.  The  Navy  six  per  cenu  lona, 
authorised  by  act  of  June  30,  1796 ;  which  made  tim 
money  subscribed  applicahle  on  ths  spot,  to  a  favorite 
object*  and  left  the  management  and  application  of  the 
fund  in  the  hands  of  the  subscriberyk  The  anwont  of 
this  fttock  issued,  in  the  whole,  was  $711,700. 
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Anna  Young, 
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ANNA  YOUNG. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  •'for  the  relief  of  Anoa' 
Yoaog,''  was  read  the  third  time;  and  on  the 
qaestioo  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in 
the  aflSfmative — yeas  50,  nays  37,  as  follows : 

TsAi — WilUAzn  Anderson,  S^venson  Archer,  John 
Baker,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge, 
Ebjah  Brigbam,  Langdon  CheTea,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Davenport,  junior,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Deaha,  WiHiam  sEly,  WiUiam  Findley,  James 
fiik,  Thomaa  Gholaon,  AyleU  Hawes,  Rtehard  Jack- 
•00,  jua,  JoOTrph  Kent,  Betilr  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy 
linagstom  WUIiam  liawndes,  Williain  MeC^»  8am- 
lel  MclCee»  Saara*!  L.  Mit^hiil,  Jonathan  O.  Moadfly, 
Hsgh  fitSboth  A&llKiny  New,  ThoAias  .Newton,  ioa.. 
FcinoD,  lamal  Pickens,  WiUiam  Pip«r,  Tiasothy  Pit- 
kia,  Jan.,  JaMca  Pteasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pondr  WiU 
Ksm  Reed,  WUliam  M.  Ricbaidoim,  Samuel  Raag- 
gold,  William  Rodman,  Jokn  Bavisr,  Adate  Seybert, 
Grarge  Snitli,  George  9oWvan,  Samuel  Tanart,  John 
Tilitfrno,  BoBJamtn  Tallmadga,  George  M.  Trofip, 
Lwnud  Wkito»  Tfaomaa  WUson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— Wiltts  Ateton,  jr.i  Qatid  Bard,  WiUiam  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd^  Robert  Bi«wd»  WiWam  A»  BurweU. 
Wifliim  Boiler,  Jmniea  Coehsan,  Lewia  Condict,  WU- 
iitm  Crawford,  Samuel  Dinsmeor,  Eltas  Earie,  Petar- 
»D  Geodwyn,  bmah  L.  Green,  BoUing  HaU,  Obed 
Hail,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyae- 
mrn,  WiUiam  R.  King,  Aaron  Lyie,'  Tbomaa  Moore, 
Akxander  McKim,  Arunah.  Metcalf,  James  Mongan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  £be- 
neier  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John 
Smili^,  Richard  Stanfoid,  William  Strong,  Charles 
Tnraer,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehil],  and  David  R.  WUliams. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  and  William  Stresbly'*  was  read  the 
third  lime  as  amended,  and  passed, 


TufiSDAT,  May  19. 

The  Hoasenet,  and  being  informed  of  the  la- 
disposition  of  the  SpKAKca,  adjoarned  until  to- 
morrow. 


WEDNBBDAr,  May  20. 

The  House  met,  and  the  Speaker  continuing 
indisposed,  adjourned  until  to>morrow. 

THuaflDAY,  May  21.' 

Mr.BARTLETTpresented a  petition  of Bbenezer 
Clifford,  of  the  State  of  MassaeboseHs,  prajing 
that  Congress  will  grant  to  him  all  such  pieces 
of  cannon  and  other  military  weapona^  the  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  which  he  may  be  able 
to  recover  from  the  bottom  of  rivers  and  other 
^ter  eoorses,  by  means  of  a  dirio^  belt,  of  which 
he  is  the  proprietor. — Referred  to  Mr.  Bartlett. 
Mr.  HrifEMAiv,  Mr.  McCor,  Mr.  BaroHAM,  and 
Mr.  Shaw. 

Mr.MrrcfiiLL  presented  sundry  papers  relative 
to  (he  alleged  scarcity  of  provisions  In  the  Canary 
Islands,  which  were  referred  tathe  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manafactores. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  *' to  ascertaiii 
tQd  estaUish  the* Western  boundary  of  the  tract 


reserved  for  saiiafyinp  the  military  bounties  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line^  on  Continental  eatablishmeat ;"  and  the  bill 
''providing  tot  the  Government  of  the  Territory 
of  Louisiana ;  with  amendments  to  each :  And 
the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^respecting  the 
Judg^es  of  the  United  States  ;**  in  which  amend* 
ments  and  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  thb 
House. 

An  engrossed  bill  mpkiug  further  provision  for* 
aetiiing  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Lonisiana  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed/ 

An  engrossed  bill  "making  an  af^propriation 
for  the  purpose  of  discharging  all  the  outstandinfi[ 
claims  for  construction  and  repair  of  (he  Capitol 
and  the  President's  House ;  for  the  compensation  of 
thi  late  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings;  «nd 
for  furniture  for  the  different  apartments  of  the 
Capitol ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
''providing  for  the  Governmeni  of  the  Territory 
or  Louisiana,"  were  teadj  and  conenrred  in,  wiih 
an  amendment. 

The  Bouse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
^  aothorize  the  Slate  pf  Tennessee  to  issne  grants 
and  perfect  titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations 
of  lands  therein  described ;"  and,.aAer  some  rime 
spent  tlterein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
progress;  when  the  Committee  of  the. whole 
House  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill,  and  it  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Cbevbb  laid  on  the  table  the  following  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

TnsAsumT  DsPAaTXSKT,  JMay  21,  181!2. 

Sra :  The  Lonisiana  six  per  cent,  stock  ie^d  to  be 
generally  from  ^  to  1  per  cent,  below  par.  It -is  im- 
portant, at  a  time  when  new  loans  are  opened  and 
contemplated,  that  stocks  of  a  simUar  nature  with 
those  offbred  to  subscribers  should  be,  if  practicable,  at 
par ;  and  it  is  believed  that  this  object  would  be  pro- 
moled  by  mbking  the  Louisiana  slock  transferable,  aa 
the  old  debt,  from  the  Treasury  books  to  those  of  the 
GommisaionerS  of  Loans,  and  from  these,  afterwards,  to 
any  other  oommianonar*s  book,  or  to  the  Treaaaiy. 
Being,  by  the  act  of  November  10,  1808,  fixed  on  the 
Treasury  books,  the  tranafevs,  in  case  of  aale,  and  the 
paymeata  of  dividends,  are  made  ezolnsiiely  at  WaiAi- 
mgton.  The  delay,  and  the  neeessity  of  employing 
an  agent  here  for  those  porpoees,  have  tho  efibet  of  de- 
pressing, in  the  commercial  cities,  the  price  of  that 
atock  below  its  real  value, 

I  have  the  jionor  to  be,  dec. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Lasodok  Cbxvxs,  Chainhan  4'C. 


Friday,  May  22. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  **  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  a  Quarter- 
master's department,  and  for  other  purposes," 
with'  an  amendment ;  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Nbwtow,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  who  "were  instructed  to 
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inquire  whether  any,  and-  if  any.  what,  relief 
ought  to  be  exiended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Canary  Islands,  reported  that  in  their  opinion  the 
evidence  was  not  sufficient  to  justify  tbetai  in  re- 
commending the  relief  contemplated ;  to  satisfy 
the  House  of  which  they  lay  before. them  the  evi- 
dence taken  by  the  committee  on  the  subject.— 
.Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SifiLiE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  imposing  additional  duties 
on  all  imported  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
[the  bill  IS  in  blank.]  The  bill  was  twice  read 
cad  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  **  respecting  the  Judges 
of  the  United  States,"  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  report  of  the  CommiUec  of  Claims,  favor- 
able to  the  petition  of  Gteorge  Lyoils,  a  clerk  in 
the  Patent  office,  was  before  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  for  some  time.  Considerable  difficulty 
existing  on  this  question,  and  no  gentleman  ap- 
pearing to  possess  accurate  information  on  the 
anbject,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybebt,  the  Commit- 
tee roscjand  the  subject  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Ubie.    When, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbtbebt,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Retohfed,  That  a  eommittes  be  appointed  to  sscer- 
tain  the  number  of  persons  employed  in,  and  to  inqnire 
into  the  state  and  conddtion  of  that  branch  of  the 
Department  of  State  where  models  of  machinse  are 
deposited  on  which  patents  have  been  granted  by  the 
United  States,  and  whether  any  and  what  ^rqnisites 
are  or  have  been  demanded  by  the  derks  in  the  same : 

Mr.  Wright  moved  an  amendment,  requiring 
the  Committee  to,  report  a  suitable  table  of  fees 
for  the  compensation  of  clerks  employed  in  said 
office.-»-Negaiived. 

Mr.  Seybbrt's  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of  Ivinian  Pinkney,  a  captain  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States.  [This  subject  was  before 
the  House  some  weeks  agO|  and  a  bill  of  like  tenor 
was  put  to  sleep  by  a  majority  of  two  votes.! 
.The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  autborizinjf  John  Rutherford,  of  the 
State  of  North  Carohoa,  to  brtlig  into  the  Smte 
eertain  slaves,  tras  before  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Clay,  the  enact- 
ing clause  was  stricken  out ;  and  being  reported 
to  the  House,  this  virtual  rejection  of  the  bill  was 
concurred  in  without  division. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ''to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  a 
duartermaster's*  department,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendmente  of  the  Senate  to  the  hill  '*  to 
ascertain  and  establish  the  Western  boundary  of 
the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  military  boun- 
ties allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line,  on  Continental  establishment," 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 


the  Whole  on  the  bill  eoalerring  certain  powers 
on  the  Levy  Court  for  the  county  of  Washing-| 
ton,  in  the  District  of  Colombia.  The  bill  waa 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  \m 
engro»ed,  and  read  the  third  time  oa  Monday^ 
next.  I 

JUDGE  TOULMIN.  , 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTBR,  from  the  select  committee, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  e£| 
Cow&ss  Mba9,  Spsaker  ef  the  Hmise  of  Repveaeata*: 
tives  of  the  Mississippi  Tenitoiy,  endoaiog  a  preaenfe>l 
meat  .of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Baldwin  eooiitj,  in  saiii 
Territory,  complaining  of  the  oandnet  of  Harry  Tool* 
nAa,  Judge  of  the  District  of  Wadiingtoa»  in  said  Tcr- 
ritbxT,  beg  leave  to  sobmit  the  liottowing  report : 

That  the  charges  contained  in  the  preaentmcat 
afinesaid  have  jtot  been  supported  by  evideace ;  and 
from  the  best  inS»rmatioii  your  committee  have  been 
enabled  to  o(>tain  on  the  sobfeet,  it  i^pean  that  the 
oAdal  condnot  of  Judge  Toolmin  has  been  diaracier^ 
Ised  by  a  vigilant  attention  to  the  dntiea  of  hie  atatioa, 
and  an  inflexible  seal  Ibr  the  preservalioii  of  the  poUic 
peace  and  tianqniUity  of  the  cemitry  arm  which  hi» 
judicial  authority  extends.  They  therefi>re  leeomnsend 
the  ibUowing  xmolutioB : 

"  Raoktedt  That  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  any  fur- 
ther proceeding  on  the  presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury 
of  Bddwin  county,  in  the  Mississippi  Tenilory,  agmiait 
Judge  Tbubnin. 

The  report  was  read  and  concurred  in. 


Monday,  Ma^  25. 

An  engrossed  bill,  conferring  certain  powers  on 
the  Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  presented  a  petition  from  a  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
remonstrating  against  a  declaration  of  war  against 
Oreat  Britain  at  this  time,  for  reasons  of  a  reli- 
gious character. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakbh  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  William  Jones,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  en - 
closinff  the  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  of  t1be 
Republican  citiiens  of  the  First  Congressional 
district  of  Pennsylvania. — The  proceedings  were 
read. 

Mr.  Sbtbbrt  obacrved  that  it  had  heretofore 
been  his  duty  to  present  to  the  House  several  pe- 
titions from  a  part  of  his  constituents  which  were 
not  accordant  with  his  opinions;  of  course  it  wms 
gratilving  to  him  to  find  his  opinions  now  sup- 
.ported  by  the  voice  of  so  respectable  an  assem- 
blage. He  could,  on  this  occasion,  do  no  more 
than  he  had  done  in  relation  to  those  memorials 
to  which  he  alluded.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  napers  lie  on  the  table.— It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  Cbeves,  from  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  ex- 
porting with  privilege  of  drawback  goods,  wares. 
and  merchandise,  entitled  thereto  by  law ;  which 
was  twice  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


The  bill  (or  the  relief  of  Ninian  Pinkney 
The  House  resolved  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of  read  a  third  time  and  passed— ayes  62. 
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Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  called  for  the  yeas  and 
says;  but  the  Speaker  having  declared  the  qoee- 
tioo  to  be  decided,  the  motron  was  too  late. 

Mr.  Stanford  then  moved  for  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
Several  gentlemen  spolte  for  and  against  recon- 
sideration; and  after  much  debate,  the  motion 
was  decided  in  the  negative — and  the  bill  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Williatn 
Garrard ;  which  was  reported  to  the  House  and 
ordered  to  be  engros.^ed  for  a  third  reading; 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  tp  amend  the  laws  whhin 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  the  bill  was  gone 
through  and  reported  to  the  House,  when  the 
House  adjouraed. 


TtfiSDAT,  May  ^6. 

The  SraAKBR  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  J.  8.  Ghrimes,  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  stating  that  be  directed  to  be  sent  to 
Alexandria  a  quantity  of  tea  plants  for  the  use  of 
the  members  of  the  Hoose.-^Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Cbeves,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  to  facilitate  the  transfer 
of  the  stock  created  under  the  act.  passed  ob  the 
10th  of  November.  1803 ;  which  was  read  twice, 
aad  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  GBOLflOR,  ffoto  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
preseated  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Dale  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  relates 
to  military  affairs,  presented  a  bill  for  the  inore 
perfect  organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  United- 
States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wriobt,  the  committee  laet 
mehtioned  were  discharged  from  the  constdera- 
tioQ  of  the  petition  of  Wflliam  Gamble,  upon  the 
subject  of  a  floating  battery,  and  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Secretary  ex  War  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy. 

Th«  Spbakbr  laid  beibre  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a 
copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  (Govern- 
ment of  the  Navy  Hospitals;-  which  were  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  eommittee.«-Mr.  Sby- 
asBT,  Mr.  Crawford,  Mn  Sbaw,  Mr.  Davis,  and 
M.r.  MiTOBiLL,  were  appointed  the  committee* 

The  Spbakbr  also  laid  before  the  House  ano- 
ther letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting sundry  statements  of  the  expenditure  of 
money  at  the  several  naVy  yards,  in  pursuance  of 
a  resolution  of  thetwenty-seventn  of  January  last. 
—Referred  to  the  committee  on  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  which  reUtes  to  the  Naval 
Establishment. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  copies  and  ex- 
tracts from  the  correipo&deace  of  the  Secretary 


of  State  and  the  Minister  Plenipotenttary  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

CANARY  ISLANDS. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  on  the  al- 
leged scarcity  of  provisions  in  the  Canary  Isl- 
ands, and  the  accompanying  papers,  be  referred 
to  a  Jtelect  committee. 

Mr.  Rbsa  moved  that  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  be  postponed  until  the  fourth  of  July  next : 
negatived — 57  to  37,  as  follows : 

YxAs-*^ Willis  Alston*  jr*,  William  Andersoa,  Ste- 
venson ArcheTj  B^rweli  Bassett,  Rebert  Bxown,  Wil- 
liam Butler,.  John  C.  Cslhoun,  John  OloptoB,  Lewis 
Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Payi^  Joseph  Pe- 
^a,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  £liAs  £arle,  William  Fmdley, 
James  Fide,  Peterson  Goodwrn,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McO^,  Anthony  New,  William  Piper,  John 
Rhea,  Jobn  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  William  Strong,  Robert  WhitehiIl,RMlh- 
sfld  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NATS^-^ohn  Baker,  WUHam  W.  Bibb,  Harmanus 
Bleeeker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  WUIIam  A.  Burwell,  Epaphroditos  Cham- 
psMV  LangdoB  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  James 
Gochnui,.John  DavenpOTt,  jr.,  William  Ely,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Charles  Goldsboroagh,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hu^,  Richard  Jackson, 
jun^  William  R«  King,  Aboer  Lacock,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lefiiver,  Joseph  Lewi%  jr.,  Peter  Little,  Rob* 
ert  Le  Roy  Liviogston,  William  Lowndes,  Nathaniel 
Maoon,  ArUnah  Metcal^  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L. 
Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Peardon,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jua.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  William 
Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Leonard 
White,  David  R.  WiUiams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Mr.  Nelson  then  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
moved  that  the  report  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  After  debate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Rhea;  the  report  was  again  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table* 


WsDRBkOAT,  May  27. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^'  making  far- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  the  reserved  sections 
of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  distribute  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  land  laws ;"  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JirNiiiiiGs,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  ioqnire  what  amendments,  if  any, 
ate  necessary  to  be  made  to  the  act,  entitled  '*  An 
act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  sep- 
arate governments,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  Mr.  Jcit- 
MNGs,  Mr.  ALeroN,  and  Mr,  Stroito;  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  export 
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log,  with  privilege  of  4r|iwback,  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  entitled  thereto  by  U^^  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gar- 
rard was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  frooCi  the  Senate  **  making  further  pro- 
Tisibn  for  the  sale  of  the  reseryed  sections  of  land 
)n  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  distribute  certain 
copies  of  the  land  laws,"  was  twice  read,  and  com* 
mitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Land^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  'Mo 
amend  the  laws  within  the  District  of  Columbia^' 
and  ihe  amendments,  beiag  again  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  were  concurred  in,  except  the  last, 
which  was  disagreed  to  bjr  the  House.  The  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ''concerntng 
merchant  ressels  armed  fur  defence  ;*'  and  on  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  "respecting  associations  for 
maritime  aecucity;"  aad.  after  some  spent  there* 
in,  the  Committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Copioiittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  *'  for  the  more  perfect  or- 
jmiuatatioa  of  the  infantry  of  the  United  States. 
The  bill  was  reported -without  amendment,  aod 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  aod  read  the  third  time 
to«morrow. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  ihe  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years, 
one  of  the  pubire  reservations  of  ground  in  the 
City  of  Washington.  The  bill  was  reported  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  concurred  Id  by  the 
House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

RENEWAL  OP  PATENT  RIGHT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Eli  Whit- 
ney." 

Mr.  Bibb  avowed  his  opposition  to  the  princi- 
ple and  details  of  the  bill,  and  moved  to  strike 
out  as  much  as  provided  for  renewing  Whitney's 

Satent  right  to  the  machine  for  ginning  cotton. 
Ir.  B.  said,  that,  although  the  bill  assumed  the 
character  of  a  private  act,  it  involved  considera- 
tions of  great  national  concernment.  If,  sir,  said 
he.  the  Committee  will  take  the  trouble  to  con- 
sider it  attentively,  in  all  its  relations,  I  am  per- 
suaded the  motion  submitted  will  not  have  been 
majde  in  vain.  The  o^ect  of  granting  patents  is 
clearly  defined  by  the  Constitution  to  be  the  pro- 
motion of  science  and  useful  arts.  The  effect  of 
such  promotion  is  obviously  the  advancement  of 
public  improf«ment  and  prosperity.  All  the  au- 
thority which  Congress  possesses  over  this  subject, 
is  derived  from  the  following  provision  :  ^^  Con- 

*  gresa  shall  have  power  to  promote  the  progress 
^  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  lim- 

*  ited  times,  to  authors  and  inventors,  the  ^xclu- 
^  sive  right  to  their  respective  writings  and  dis- 
'  coveries."  Here  are  two  distinct  propositions: 
1.  The  delegation  of  power  to  promote  science 


aad  oaeful  arls ;  2.  >  And  a  description  of  the  neoa 
authorized  to  be  employed.    The  benefit  proposed 
to  inventors  is  evidently  not  the  object  in  view, 
but  the  mean  whereby  the  end  may  be  accom- 
plished i  it  is  the  incitement  offered  to  geoiu^  and 
talent,  for  the  purpose  of  general  advaotaee;  iti$ 
the  price  paid  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
for  the  diacloiure  of  u^ful  inventions.    To  legis- 
late, therefore^  correctly,  on  the  subject,  it  is  iodis- 
peosable  that  this  distinction  between  the  mean 
and  the  ob^ct  should  be  kept  constantly  in  view. 
So  long  as  patents  are  granted  for  the  nromotioa 
of  science  and  useful  arts,  the  intent  and  meanlDg 
of  the  Constitution  are  fairly  pursued  ;  but,  whea- 
ever  thejr  are  allowed  with  any  other  view,  there 
is  a  manifest  departure  from  the  limit  of  author- 
ity to  which  Congress  is  confined.    Sir,  the  fra- 
mors  of  the  Constitution  were  sensible  that  mo- 
nopolies were  odious  everywhere,  aod  that  they 
would  be  particularly  so  to  the  people  of  this 
cottotry.    Uenee  the  limitation  imposed,  which 
permits  monopolies  .only  in  an  expressly  defined 
case,  and  for  a  limited  tinie.    The  -Constitutioi 
declares,  that  ^^all  pawers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  Statesi  nor  prohibited  to  the  States,  are 
reserved  to  the  States  or  to  the  people."    It  is  als« 
the  ruleof  construction,  universally  admitted, that 
the  enumeration  of  powers  excludes  all  powers 
not  enumerated.    I  maintain,  then,  that  the  Con- 
stitution having  clearly  designated  the  object  for 
which,  and  the  parties  to  whom,  exclusive  righu 
may  be  granted,  for  limked  times,  Congress  it 
restrained  within  those  precise  tpou ads.    If  there 
can  be  a  legitimate  departore  from  them  in  one 
case,  therestraiatbecomes  wholly  nugatory.  The 
doctrine  which  deprives  Qongresa  of  the  power 
to  establish  banking  monopolies,  equally  forbids 
them  in  every  case,.aad  for  every  purpose,  other 
than  those,  speci^ed  in  the  clause  to  which  I  hart 
adverted. 

If,  therefore,  I  establish  the  position,  that  the 
proposed  renewal  of  Whitney's  patent  is  neither 
intended  nor  calculated  to  promote  science  or 
useful  arts,  I  shall  have  succeeded  in  showiag 
that  this  bill  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Permit  me  to  inquire,  in  the  fint  place,  bov 
the  object  of  the  Ooastitution  may  be  atuioed  ? 
By  pursuing  the  principle  which  has  heietofore 
governed  the  L^slatore*  The  statute  securing 
patent  rights  must  be  general  in  its  applica- 
tion, holding  out  inducements  to  the  inventive 
faculties  of  all,  and  prospective  in  itb  operation. 
It  must  grant  monopolies  foe  a  limited  time  to 
futwx  and  not  ooct  discoveries.  The  term  during 
which  the  exclusive  rights  shall  continue,  should 
be  sufilciently  long  to  afford  the  necessary  in- 
citement to  the  exertions  of  genius,  to  promise 
an  adequate  reward  for  the  labor  of  ioventioo. 
Whether  fourteen  years,  as  now  fixed  by  law,  be 
the  proper  term,  is  a  question  on  which  gentle- 
men may  rationally  differ  in  opinion.  It  is  worthy 
of  remark,  however,  that  under  the  existing  sut- 
ute,  the  progress  of  invention  in  the  useful  arts 
has  been  more  rapid  in  the  United  States  than 
in  any  other  country  on  the  globe.  Still,  if  ne- 
cessary, Congress  is  competent  to  extend  by  a 
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geoenl  provitioii  ezehisiv«  irights  to  fiUur^  ia- 
TeDiorr  for  •  longer  time ;  bat  the  renewal  of  a 
patent  for  a  ditcoTery  already  made  and  in  nee, 
stands  on  distinct  grounde.  In  the  one  case,  tlie 
prepress  of  science  and  useful  arts  (the  object  for 
which  alone  patents  are  Constitutional)  would 
probably  be  promoted ;  bat  In  the  other,  the  in- 
TentioD  being  already  made  and  disclosed,  public 
improTemeDt  cannot  possiUy  be  adrano4d  b 


jeeted»  Does  any  man  believe  that  If  the  large 
States  of  Virginia,  PeansylTaaia,  New  York,  and 
Masaaebosetts^  were  concerned  in  this  thinff,  as 
are  those  portions  of  the  Southern  country  1  naTe 
menti<Hied,  the  application  of  Mr.  Whitney  for  a 
renewal  of  his  monopoly- would,  be  successftil? 
No, sir;  and  I  urgothts consideration  for  the  par- 
pose  of  showing  the  impolicy  of  eztendinpp  pat- 


improTemeDt  cannot  possiUy  be  adrano4d  by    ents  in  special  cases,  inasmucn  as  it  putsit  in  the 
uking  away  its  benefit  from  the  community.    U   power  or  Congress  by  such  a  regulation  to  giro  a 


the  object  of  this  bill  to  promote  science  or  the 
nsefal  arts  ?  The  candor  of  its  advocates  will 
answer  the  question  in  the  nc^tive.  It  is  to 
promote  the  interests  of  Mr.  Whitney  at  the  pub- 
lic expense — to  convert  the  mean  prescribed  by 
the  CoDstitution  into  the  md.  If  the  renewal  of 
a  patent  in  a  special  case  would  ftirntsh  an  ade- 
quate stimulus  to  the  exertions  of  other  ingenious 
men,  it  might  be  urged  with  some  appearance  of 
plaasibiiitf ;  but  no  man  will  assert  that  one  or 
two  aecidental  eases  of  this  sort,  ootof  the  many 
thousand  patents  which  are  issued,  would  have 
any  inflnence  on  the  expectations  of  others.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  the  passa^^  of  the  present 
bill  will  be  a  departure  from  the  intent  and  mean* 
ingof  that  iustrument,  which  is^the  fountain  of  our 
anibority. 

Sir,  there  is  another  view  of  this  subject  in  re- 
lation to  policy,  to  which  I  bee  jeave  to  ask  thtf 
atientioQ  ofthe-Coinmittes.  In  this  widely  ex- 
tended country,  the  pnrsnits  of  the  people  are 
Tarious  and  diversified.  In  ohe  section  cotton  is 
coltirated,  in  ioother  hemp,  and  in  a  third  wheat. 
Suppose  patents  are  obtained  for  valuable  im- 
proTemeots  relative  to  these  articles,  either  in  the 
instraments  of  cultivation  or  of  preparation  for 
market.  The  patentees  are  entitled  by  law  to 
exclusive  rights  for  fourteen  years.  For  the  im- 
prorement  concerning  the  article  of  cotton  only, 
the  patent  is  extended  to  tweaty*oi^e  or  twenty- 
eight  fears,  as  now  proposed,  while  exclusive 
rights  to  the  other  inventions  are  permitted  to 
expire.  What  is  the  consequence?  The  people 
of  ooesee^tion  of  the  Union  are  subjected  in  their 
pursuiu  to  the  privations  incident  to  monopolies, 
lor  that  term ;  while  those  of  another  section 
similarly  situated  are  exempted  from  all  restraint 
tt  the  expiration  of  the  first  patent.  I  appeal  to 
the  caDdor  and  magnanimity  of  this  assembly 
fo  deiermine  whether  such  a  course  of  proceed- 
iog  be  not  manifestly  unjust,  and  utterly  incom* 
pstible  with  that  equalitv  of  rightsguarantied  to 
the  respective  States.  The  Cotistitution  imposes 
naiformity  of  taxation  for  the  purpose  of  avoid** 
jog  the  io justice. and  oppression  towards  partica- 
lar  Slates,  which  the  extensioa  of  patent  rights, 
m  tpecial  cases,  is  calculated  to  produce*  The 
ftet  cannot  be  disguised,  that  the  operation  of 
|hii  bill  will  be  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  people  of 
9^rgia,  the  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  Territo- 
ries alone;'  and  if  it  passes,  it  will  be  owing  to 
that  circumstance.  I  know  enough  of  human 
Dftture,  and  have  seen  much  in  the  course  of  my 
tcquaintance  with  Imslative  proceedings,  to  sa*- 
m  my  mind,  that  ifcotton  were  cultivated  in  a 
tew  large  States,  this  bill  would  certaialy  he  re- 
12th  CoH.  IstSsss. 


preference  to  one  section  of  the  Union  over  an- 
other, and  because  the  power  wilt  never  be  exer- 
oiaed  in  cases  affecting  a  particular  and  com- 
paratively small  portion  of  the  community.  Enact ' 
a  general  law  on  the  subject  of  patents— <mak« 
what  provision  yon  please  in  relation  to  future 
discoveries,  and .  none  can  complain.  ^  Whether 
improvements  shall  be  made  interesting  to  this, 
that,  or  the  other  section  of  the  nation,  will  be 
left  to  chance;  when  made,  the  monopolies  will 
be  equal- in  their  duration,  and  all  will  be  equally 
exempted  from  partiality  or  oppression. 

There  is  another  aspect,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
which  the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
Committee  are  manifestly  unjust.    The  Legis- 
ktures  of  Tennessee  and  the  two  Carolinas  pur- 
chased, during  the  term  of  Whitney's  late  patent, 
the  right  of  using  in  those -States  his  invention 
for  ginning  cotton.    The  -fact  will  not  be  denied, 
that  the  price  paid  was  proportionate  to  the  ex- 
tent of  time  for  which  the  |»atentee  held  the  ex- 
clusive right.    Now  it  is  proposed  to  regraat  to 
Whitney  the  monopoly  for  an  additional  term  of 
years,  so  far  as  relates  to  my  constituents,  whil^ 
the  tnree  3tate9  I  have  mentioned  are  expressly 
exempted  from  its  operations.    It  is  true,  thie 
Legismture  of  Georgia  did  not  enter  into  any  ar- 
rangements with  the  patentee  on  the  subject,  but 
it  will  be  perceived  that  all  persons  who  erected 
machines  without  permission,  during  the  four- 
teen years,  are  left  by  the  bill  subject  to  prosecu- 
tion.   The  effect,  therefore,  will  be  to  impose  m 
restraint  relative  to  the  same  object  on  one  State 
for  twenty«one  or  twentv-eight  years,  while  other 
States  are  exempted  at  the  expiration  of  half  that 
term.    I  know,  sir,  that  unfavorable  impressions 
exist  on  the  minds  of  many  gentlemen  concern* 
ing  the  conduct  of  Qeacgia  in  this  affair ;  and  I 
fear  they  may  have  much  influence  on  the  deei^ 
sioo  of  the  question.    Whether  ihe  Legislature 
ought  or  euffht  not  to  have  followed  the  example 
of  the  Lc^islatores  of  other  States,  is  a  question 
which  belongs  exclusively  tothat  body  to  dater- 
mlne»    Your  patent  law  imposed  no  obligation 
on  the  subject,  and  they  had  the  right  to  do  so  or 
not,  as  they  pleased.  Having  done  nothing  which 
thejr  had  not  a  r^ht  to  do^  and  omitted  nothing 
which  they  had  not  the  right  to  omit.  I  cannot 
consent  to  any  -unauthorized  control  of  tnis  House 
oi^er  their  pro<:eedings.    That  Mr.  Whitney's  in- 
vention has  been  highly  important  to  the  South- 
ern  country  I  freely  admit,  and  that  he  deserves 
much  for  bis  useful  labors,  none  can  deny ;  but 
if  the  conduct  of  Gknorgia  has  not  been  so  liberal 
toii^ards  him  as  some  gentlemen  think  it  ought 
to  have  been,  an  apology  may  be  foun4  in  the 
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resentment  whieh  his  conduct  was  calculated  to 
excite.  When  his  maebine  was  first  erected  in 
Georgia,  as  I  have  understood,  he  refused  to  sell 
his  patent  right  upon  any  terms  or  for  any  price. 
It  was  determined  to' monopolize  erery  pound  of 
cotton  at  an  enormous  premium^  and  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  that  purpose.  To  that  cir- 
cumstance, and  the  opinion  which  prevailed,  that 
the  invention  was  not  new,  is  to  be  attributed  the 
course  of  proceeding,  now  made  the  subj«et  of 
complaint.  The  imprudence  of  Mr.  Whtincy,or, 
perhaps,  of  his  partner,  could  not  fail  to  have  pro- 
duced feelinsn  of  resentment  rather  than  of  libe- 
rality towards  them.  I  repeat,  however,- that  the 
conduct  of  Georgia  has  no  connexion  with  the 
present  question.  The  United  States  never  gua- 
rantied to  any  patentee  the  receipt  of  any  given 
sum  for  his  invention,  nojr  gave  any  pledge  that 
.  his  exclusive  right  should  in  no  instance  be  vio^ 
lated.  They  have  enacted  laws  for  the  security 
of  patentees,  provided  a  remedy  for  violations  o[ 
thetr  rights  in  all  cases,  and  a'  tribunal  befora 
which  that  remedy  may  be  sought. .  To  that  trr- 
bunal — the  Courts  of  the  United  States— Mr. 
Whitney  should  be  referred  for  redfess.  This  is 
not  a  time  for  exciting  Slate  jealousies  and  indi- 
vidual resentments  among  ourselves.  Policy,  and 
that  conciliatory  spirit  which'  ought  to  guide 
our  deliberations,  unite  in  prescribing  a  diflerent 
course,  and  I  do  trust  that  prescription  Will  not 
be. disregarded  on  the  present  occasion.)   ' 

But,  sir,  there  is  still  another  and  more  impor*> 
tant  view  of  this  subject,  on  which  alone  I  prob- 
ably might  have  relied.  The  patent  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney expired  about  four  years  ago,  and  an  unquali- 
fied right  to  the  invention  wa»  thereby  vested  (as 
I  shalfshow)  in  the  people  of  the  United  Sjtates. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  my  purpose  to 
prove  the  proposed  renewal  manifestly  unconsti- 
tutional. I  presume  it  will  be  admitted,  that, 
without  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  on- the 
subject,  and  the  law  pursuant  thereto,  no  exclu- 
•ive  rights  would  belong  io  inventors.  It  is  true 
the  inventor  would  be  entitled  to  his  particular 
machinery,  but  other  persons  would  not  be  pro- 
hibited from  imitating  it,  and  consequently  his 
right  to  his  discovery  would  not  be  exclusive.  In 
a  state  of  nature,  occupancy  gives  a  right  to  soil 
4ipon  the  ground  of  supposed  labor  on  the  part  of 
the  occupant  in  taking  possession^  The  right 
and  the  occupancy,  however,  are  inseparable.  If 
the  laUei  be  abandoned,  the  former  ceases  to 
exist— the  soil  becomes  common  lo  alf;  and  may 
be  appropriated  to  another's  use.  The  natural 
law  in  regard  to  inventions  is  the  same>  So  long 
as  the  inventor  is  aione  in  the  possession  of  a 
knowledge  of  his  discovery,  he  is  the  occupant, 
and  has  an  exclusive  right.  But  the  moment  he 
dUcloees  that  knowledge  to  the  public  he  aban- 
dons his  occupancy,  and  the  invention  becomes 
subject  to  the  ose  of  others.  This  principle  is 
recognised  bv  the  Constitution  itself  and  fully 
established  also  in  other  countries.  The  express 
delegation  of  power  to  secure  to  inventors  the 
exclusive  right  to  their  discoveries,  admits  that 
without  it  no  such  right  would  exist  after  disclo- 


sure. In  Gkeat  Britain  the  doecriae  is  perfectly 
settled.  If  gentlem^  will  turn  to  the  famoat 
case  of  literary  propcrrty,  MilUr  w«  Taylor,  whicii 
was  argued  with  great  ability,  and  decided  with 
unusual  deliberation,  they  will  be  satbfied  of  the 
fact. 

The  court  were  divided  on  the  particular  qaes^ 
tion  pending  before  th^  and  gave  their  opinioiu 
separately  and  very  much  at  large.  On  that  oc 
casion  it  was  determined  that  the  poblicatioo  a 
a  literary  work  did  not  of  itself  divest  tbe  aathoi 
of  the  exducive  right,  nor  authorize  others  to  re- 
publish it  for  their  advantage  without  his  conseat 
But  it  was  admitted,  as  a  point  fully  and  entirel] 
settled,  that  the  principle  did  not  apply  to  me 
obauical  inventions;  that  the  disclosure  of  a  me 
chanical  invention  did  dtvest  the  inventor  of  hij 
exclmtve  right  to  such  inventions,  and  that  ib< 
public  became  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  which 
could  be  derived  from  it.  A  later  decision  of  thi 
highest  coarts  of  the  Kingdom  on  another  css^ 
has  placed  the  question-  of  literary  propertjr  oi 
the  same  footing  with  the  mechanical  inveotiou 
The  principle  of  these  decisions  is,  that  the  di» 
cloaare  of  an  invention  amounts  to  a  reiioquish 
ment  of  exclusive  use.  it  is  an  implied  right  u 
the  public.  And  if  such  be  the  doctrine  in  Gml 
Britain,  under  -a  Government  the  foandatioa  oj 
which  is  monopoly  and  -exclusive  privilei^es.  i( 
cannot  be  otherwise  among  this  people,  the  fandS' 
mental  principle  of  whose  Gvovernment  is,  equal* 
ity  of  right  and, exclusion  of  monopolies.  I  cod* 
tend,^then,  sir,  that  if'the  disclosure  of  an  inveotioi 
vests  in  the  public  a  right  to  use  it  witboat  rei 
slraint^  much  more  strongly  is  that  right  vested 
after  the  expiration  of  a  patent.  In  the  one  cast 
the  public  are  invested  with  a  common  and  eqotl 
right. by  an  implied  gift,  and  in  the  other  bycoQi 
tract.  The  very  condition  on  which  patents  ar< 
granted  is,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  at 
thorized  by  law,  the  people  shall  be  entitled  ic 
the  free  use  of  the  invention ;  and,  to  secure  tbij 
right  to  the  people,  such  a  specification  of  th( 
machinery  employed  is  required  ^t  the  time  ol 
issuing  the  {Mitent,  as  will  enable  others  to  uoder 
stand  and  imitate  it  with  success.  Need  I  uoder 
take  to  prove  that,  from  the  moment  Whitoef' 
patent  expired,  his  exdusivcTight  ceased  to  exist 
None  will  deny  the  fact.  It  is  necessary  to  ihof 
that  the  right  whieh  was  exclusive  during  th« 
patent,  is  now  the  common  right  of  all?  It  wil 
be  admitted  that  every  man  in  the  United  State 
has  at  this  moment  as  perfect  a  right  to  erect  gin 
on  Whitney's  plan,  as  to  build  a  house  or  nitk 
any  implement  of  agriculture.  The  question  thei 
presents  itself,  has  Conffress  the  power  to  direi 
the  people  of  that  right  ?  I  say  no,  sir ;  to  renei 
a  patent  after  it  has  expired,  is  to  establish  a  nei 
principle  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution.  Tose 
cure  a  pre«existent  riffht  is  one  thing,  but  to  divet 
the  people  of  the  United  States  of  their  righi 
and  vest  it  in  an  individual,  is  quite  a  difierco 
affair.  ^  Congress  shall  have  power  to  promoii 
'  the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  se 
'  curing,  for  limited  times,  to  authors  and  inren 
'  tors,  the  excipsive  right  to  their  respective  wri 
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iDgs  tod  discoveries."  What  is  the  import  of 
his  prorisioD  ?  An  ioTentor  while  in  the  sole 
lossessioQ  of  the  knowledge  of  his  inrention  has 
be  exclusive  right  to  it^  without  the  interr^n- 
m  of  law ;  hot  when  that  knowledge  is  dis- 
closed to  the  public,  the  ezclosive  right  would 
«ase  10  exist.  Therefore,  for  the  purpose  of 
iffording  a  stimulus  to  ingenuity,  and  of  ol)tain- 
Dg  disclosures  of  useful  discoveries,  Congress  is 
iQthorized  to  provide  by  law  for  securing  that 
ixclasire  ri^ht  for  a  limited  time  after  disclosure, 
rhieh  previousl^r  eiisted  in  the  inventor,  and 
irbich  enabled  him  forever  to  withhold,  his  in- 
remioQ  from  the  public.  The  disclosure  is  the 
;reat  object  to  be  attained ;  the  security  of  the 
izclusive  right  before  eiisting,  but  which  would 
K  lost  without  such  security,  by  the  act  of  dis- 
:IosQre,is  the  mean  authorized  to  be  employed. 
[s  there  no  difference  between  protecting  an  ez- 
siiog  right,  and  taking  away  a  ri^ht  from  ona 
^iij  for  the  purpose  of  vesting  it  in  another . 
[arty?  The  States  composing  the  Union  are 
Qow  entitled  to  the  benent  of  Whitney's  inven- 
tion, and  may  make  whatever  regulations  con- 
cerning it,  within  their  territorial  limits,  they 
please.  Will  it  be  said  that  because  the  power 
is  delegated  to  Congress  tO  promote  useful  inven- 
uonsand  to  obtain  their  disclosure  to  the. public, 
by  holding  out  the  Inducement  resulting  from 
the  security  of  a  monopoly  fpr  a  limited  time, 
therefore  the  States  may  be  constitutionally  de- 
prlred  of  their  unquestionable  rights?  Surely 
aot.  Heoce,  I  conclude  that  the  power  of  Con- 
Sress  over  this  subject  has  terminated  by  their 
own  act,  and  that  to  resume  it  would  be  an  un- 
coostitaiional  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the 
respective  States.  Sir,  the  power  given  to  Con- 
gress on  the  qaestion  of  patents  is  similar  in  ex- 
tent and  in  every  other  riew  to  that  which  in 
England  is  Tested  in  the  King.  He  is  empow- 
ered to  grant  ptents  for  new  and  useful  inven- 
tions for  a  limited  time,  but  it  is  held  that  when 
that  time  expires,  such  inventiona  belong  to  the 
poblic.  ^  If  a  patent  be  granted  in  case  of  a 
'sew  invention,  the  King  cai^not  grant  a  second 
'Patent,  for  the  charter  is  grantea  as  an ^ncoor- 
jHemeotto  invention  and  industry,  and  to  secure 
'the  patentee  in  the  profits  for  a  reasonable  time ; 
bat  when  that  is  expired,  the  public  is  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  discovery."— 10  fliad.  Rep. 
110.  It  is  also  laid  down  in  Bull  AT.  P.  76,  that 
^°^°g  the  general  questions  of  patents,  the  first, 
li-"  Whether  the  invention  yrere  known  and  in 
QM before  the  patent."  Such  is  the  English  law, 
and  the  sututes  of  the  United  States  heretofore 
P^^d  are  founded  on  the  same  principle.  The 
existing  statutes  make  it  an  indispensable  condi- 
tion to  securing  an  exclusive  right,  that  the  in- 
dention shall  not  have  been  "  known  or  used  be- 
we  the  apppUcation ;"  foe  a  patent  itself  reads 
thus:-"  Whereas  A.  B.,  a  citizen,  *c.,  hath  al- 
lied that  he  has  in  rented  a  new  anid  useful  im- 


15  then  perfectly  clear,  that  our  predecessors  who 


hav^  legislated  on  this  subject  considered  a  pub- 
lic disclosure  o(  an  inrention  an  abandonment 
of  all  claim  to  the  exclusive  use ;  that  they  un- 
derstood the  object  of  the  Constitution  to  be  the 
advancement  of  national  improvement ;  and  that 
when  the  public  are  in  possession  of  any  import- 
ant discovery  they  could  not  be  divested  of  it. 
Suppose  the  inventor  of  that  useful  instrument 
the  screw-augur,  who  was  an  inhabitant  of  New 
England,  and  wno  never  solicited  a  patent  for  it, 
should  now  make  application.  Your  law  ex- 
cludes him  because  his  invention  is  known  and 
in  use.  And  I  call  on  gentlemen  to  show  how 
the  progress  of  science  or  useful  arts,  or  indivi- 
dual justice,  would  be  less  promoted  by  granting 
a  patent  in  that  case,  than  in  the  present  applica- 
tion. Certainly  a  man  is  not  less  entitled  to  the 
bouaty  of  Congress  who  has  given  to  the  public 
the  results  of  his  labors,  than  he  who  has  enjoyed  - 
the  benefit  of  a  monopoly  for  fourteen  years; 
nor  will  it  be  asserted  that  the  right  of  the  com- 
munity to  an  invention  is  less  complete  from  the 
expiration  of  a  patent,  than  from  the  bare  act  of 
disclosing  it. 

But,  sir,  the  bill  on  your  tabla  yields  the  point. 
It  provides  that  the  exclusive  right  proposed  to 
be  renewed,  shall  not  operate  against  persons  who 
have  erected  machines  since  the  expiration  of 
the  late  patent.  Why  this  provision  ?  If  those 
who  have  received  machines  had  a  right  to  do  so 
(as  the  bill  implies)  unquestionably  every  nation 
has  an  equal  right ;  and  to  admit  the  one,  is  an  ac^ 
knowledgment  of  the  other.  It  will  not  be  cour 
tended,  I  am  persuaded,  that  any  principle  of  law 
or  reason  deprives  a  man  of  such  a  ri^ht,  simply  be- 
cause he  has  not  had  occasion  to  use  it ;  and  surely, 
in  an  equitable  view,  those  persons  who  have  en- 
joyed the  profitable  use  of  a  right  for  four  years, 
to  which  all  are  equally  entitled,  cannot  hare  a 
stronger  claim  to  its  continuance  than  others  Who 
have  no  participation  in  its  benefits.  As  well 
might  a  citizen  be  deprired  of  the  riffht  ofro- 
ting  at  the  neiCt  election,  because  he  did  not  rote 
at  the  last.  Mr.  B.  added,  that  he  had  said  mora 
than  he  intended,  and  would  forbear  to  trespass 
longer  on  the  attention  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Seybert  said  he  did  not  know  that  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Mr.  Whitney  could  be  acted 
upon  this  day ;  indeed,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
make  any  observations  on  the  subject,  until  the 
motion  for  striking  out  a  portion  of  the  bill  was 
made  by  his  friend  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Bibb  ;)  he 
therefore  hoped  the  House  would  pardon  him  for 
the  desultory  and  confused  remarks  which  he 
should  impose  upon  the  patience  of  the  House. 
lie  came  trom  a  State  whose  interests  were  no- 
wise concerned  in  this  question,  and  therefore 
he  stood  as  an  impartial  advocate  in  favor  of  the 
patentee;  his  feelings  could  not  permit  him  to 
remain  quiet  on  the  question ;  by  him  the  ma- 
chine of  Mr.  Whitney  was  viewed  as  a  stupen- 
dous monument  of  human  Invention — great  men-  ' 
tal  exertion  alone  could  produce  results  like  this, 
and  he  appealed  to  (he  House  as  to  the  propriety 
[  of  grantina[  the  prayer  of  the  petition  as  reported 
I  in  the  bill.    It  was,  he  conceived,  not  a  favor, 
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but  justice,  which  the  passage  of  this  bill  would 
render  to  Mr.  Whitney.  If  he  was  correctly  in- 
formed, Mr.  W.  received  but  a  triflinjg;  cooapensa- 
tion  for  his  labors ;  (hat,  in  the  case  or  the  State  of 
Georgia,  he  expended  $20,000  more  in  prosecuting 
law'^suits,  than  he  had  ever  been  paid  in  that 
State.  Mr.  S.  continued — he  was  informed  that 
in  South  Carolina  Mr.  Whitney  had  met  with 
some  persecution;  the  assembly  of  that  State 
originally  purchased  the  right  to'usethe  machine 
for  the  sum  of  950,000,  which  was  to  be  paid  by 
regular  annual  instalments.  In  the  following  year 
Mr.  W.  visited  South  Carolina  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  the  second  instalment,  when,  instead 
thereof,  he  discovered  that  a  Legislature  lately  as- 
sen^bled  had  repealed  the  law  formerly  enacted  on 
the  subject ;  and,  instead  of  receiving  a  second  in- 
stalment, the  Legislature  ordered  that  be  should 
be  prosecuted  for  the  recovery  of  that  which  he 
had  before  received.  Mr.  W.  was  .saved  from 
prison  by  the  interference  of  soipe  private  gentle- 
men. [Here  Messrs.  Williams  and  Chssves  rose, 
and  in  conversation  explained  to  the  satisfaction 
of  Mr.  S.  that  the  statement  made  was  not  accu- 
rate ;  that  the  delay  and  difficulties  caused  by  the< 
proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  .South  Carolina, 
Were  owinff  to  well  grounded  suspicions,  at  that 
time,  that  Mr.  W.  was  not  the  inventor  of  the 
cotton  gin,  and  that  he  had  in  some  respects  failed 
to  comply  with  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the 
law.]  This  explanation  was  satisfactory  to  Mr. 
S.,  and  he  observed,  had  be  known  in  time  that 
be  would  have  taken  a  part  in  this  debate,  he 
should  have  considered  it  his  duty  to  consult  his 
friends  from  South  Carolina  on  this  subject.  He 
further  stilted  that  Mr.  W.  had  informed  him 
that,  in  the  final  adjustment  of  this  afiair,  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  had  rendered  him  ample  jus- 
tice. He  regretted  the  necessity  of  mentfoning 
States  in  debate*-he  would  quit  this  part  of  the 
subject,  and  proceed  to  communicate  those  facts 
which  had  made  an  impression  on  his  mind  in 
favor  of  the  bill.  He  would  first  quote  the  au- 
thority of  Judge  Johnson  in  his  decision  of  the 
case  of  Whitney  iw.  Carter.  Here  Mr.  S.  read 
as  follows^  from  page  128 :  '^  With  regard  to  the 

*  utility  ox  this  discoverv,  the  court  would  deem  it 
'  a  waste  of  time  to  dwell  long  upon  this  topic*  Is 
'  there  a  man  who  hears  us  who  has  not  experien- 

<  ced  its  utility  ^    The  whole  interior  of  the  South- 

<  ern  States  was  languishing^  and  its  inhabitants 
'  emigrating  for  want  of  some  object  to  engage  their 
'  attention  and  employ  their  industry,  when  the  in- 
'  vention  of  this  machine  at  once  opened  views  to 
'  them,  which  set  the  whole  country  in  active  mo- 

*  tion.  From  childhood  to  age,  it  has  presented 
'  Qs  a  lucrative  employment.     Individuals  who 

<  were  depressed  with  poverty,  and  sunk  in  idle- 
'  ness,  have  suddenly  risen  to  wealth  and  respecta-' 
'  bility.    Our  debts  have  been  paid  ofi";  our  capi- 

*  tals  increased,  and  our  lands  are  trebled  in  value.. 
'  We  cannot  express  the  weight  of  obligation 
'  which  the  country  owes  to  this  invention ;  its 
'  extent  cannot  now  be  seen.''  These  wer^  the 
aentiments  of  a  gentleman  residing  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina}  from  this  their  justness  may 


be  estimated.  Jifr.  S.  continued — he  could  n< 
stop  here.  Foreign  writers  prove  the  absolut 
necessity  of  this  machine,  to  bring  the  particuli 
species  of  cotton  to  market,  which  constitutes  nin^ 
tenths  of  that  which  the  United  States  could  foj 
nish.  He  would,  in  proof  of  this  declaration,  rea 
from  Edwards's  History  of  the  West  Indies,  vol.j 
p^ge  264,  as  follows :  "  Green  seed  cotton  is  < 

*  two  species ;  of  one  of  which  the  wool  was  s 
'  firmly  attached  to  the  seed,  that  bo  method  m 
'  hitherto  been  found  of  separating  them,  except  l| 
'  the  hand ;  an  operation  so  tediousf  and  trouble 
'  6ome,ihat  the  value  of  the  commodity  is  not  equi 
^  to  the  pains  that  are  requisite  in  preparing  it  fi^ 

*  market.    This  sort,  therefore,  is  at  present  cul^ 

*  vated  principally  for  supplying  wick  lor  t^ 
'  lamps  that  are  used  in  sugar  boiung,  and  for  d« 
'  mestic  purposes ;  but  the  staple  being  exceeding! 
'•  good,and  its  color  perfectly  white,  it  would  doau 
'  less  be  a, valuable  acquisition  to  the  muslin  man^ 
'  factory,  could  tneans  be  found  of  detachii^ 
'  easily  jfrom  the  seed.'*  Whilst  the  mind  of 
Edwards  was  thus  occupied  in  London,  that  of] 
Whitney  in  the  United  States  effected  this  rail 
able  desideratum.  Mr.  W's  machine  was  broosl 
to  (Perfection  in  1792.  Mr.  S.  dreaded  the  furth^ 
fatigue  of  the  House,  but  he  could  not  refraf 
from  stating  some  additional  facts.  Consult,  sat 
he,  your  Treasury  reports,  and  there  you  will  fin 
that,  in  the  year  1810,  there  was  exported  from  tU 
United  States  93,000,000  lbs.  of  cotton,  of  whic 
84,000j|000  pounds  was  of  the  species  mentione 
by  Edwards.  Without  the  gin  of  Whitney, « 
some  machine  equivalent  thereto^  not  a  singll 
pound  of  the  84,000,000  pounds  could  have  beei 
sent  abroad — thus  would  the  United  States  ha^ 
found  themselves  deprived  of  the  annual  incom 
of  $15,000,000,  without  taking  into  view  16,000,OQ 
pounds  of  cotton  consumed  in  oiir  country.  Ca 
we  do  too  much  for  this  man  7  Let  us  rend< 
him  but  ordinary  justice  and  pass  the  bill.  M 
us,  said  Mr.  S.  consider  the  benefits  resulting  froB 
the  application  of  useful  machines  in  Great  Bril 
ain.  Take  a  view  of  that  of  Arkwright.  If,  saij 
Mr.  S.  his  memory  did  not  deceive  him,  in  tl^ 
year  1755  the  cotton  manufacture  of  Great  Brij 
ain  was  ranked  among  the  lowest  of  her  doma 
tic  branches,  and  did  not  value  more  than  £200,0(1 
sterling  annually;  in  1809,  tbat  nation  derire 
thirty  millioa  pounds  sterling  from  her  industry  i 
this  way.  England  well  knows  her  interest,  ai^ 
she  fosters  her  arts..  Let  us  in  this  respect  follol 
her  example,  by  doing  justice  to  the  genius  of  oil 
countrymen.  But  for  the  spinning  machioer 
invited  by  Arkwright,  and  the  gin  of  Whitnej 
the  cotton  manufacture  might  at  this  time  rema' 
in  a  state  of  comparative  obscuritj.  Very  lit 
will  be  observed  on  the  constitutionality  of  t 
question.  He  would  apprize  his  friend  froi 
Georgia  of  an  error  whicn  he  had  fallen  into,  I 
confounding  monopolies  with  patent  rights,  t, 
the  United  States  they  were  distinct  thiogj 
and  whilst  on  the  one  hand  the  Constitution  ^ 
the  United  States  baa  guarantied  to  inventoj 
their  inventions,  in  its  spirit  and  le.tter  it  is  o|l 
posed  to  monopolies.    Tne  renewal  of  a  pates 
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lid  Mr.  S.,  was  not  DDprecedented,  it  was  a  com- 
}0D  thing  in  England  and  France ;  and,  in  the 
Jnitd  States,  the  cases  of  Evans  and  Whittemore 
aroished  as  with  examples  of  the  transaction  by 
lie  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  S;  said 
e  would  finish  his  remarks  with  the  expectation 
lut  the  House  would  pass  the  bill  as  reported. 
The  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
gain. 

Thubsday,  May  28. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pal>- 
ie  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
lenate  *^  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
Btie  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain  entries 
sd  kcatioBs  of  lands  therein  described,"  made  a 
eport  tiiereon;  which  was  read,  and,  together 
ritb  tiie  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
flTliole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Jennings,  from  the  committee  appointed 
ttterdif .  presented  a  bill  ^  snjpfplementary  to  an 
et,  entitled  *  An  act  for  dividing  the  Indiana 
Perrilorf  into  two  separate  govera meats;"  which 
ru  read  twice,  and  orderecTto  be  engrossed,  and 
etd  tJie  third  time  to-morrow.  / 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S^haw,  \ 

Radced^  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
iferrtd  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
lide  to  this  House  on  the  26th  instant,  be  direct- 
i  to  inqoire  whether  any,  and  if  any  what,  alter- 
lionsare  necessary  to  an  act  establish i  off  Navy 
lotpiiais,  passed  the  26tb  February,  1811,  and 
kat  diey  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Hoase  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
litteeof  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the.  relief  of 
iUi  Whitney ;  and,  aAer  some  time  spent  tfaereia, 
bCommiuee  rose. and  bad  leave  to  sit  again. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  aniend  the  laws  within  the 
Distrietof  Columbia  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
assed. 

Anenmssed  bill  for  the  more  perfect  organl- 
Uionof  the  infantry  of  the  United  Statea  was 
ttd  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ao  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  President  of 
^ United  States  to  lease  one  of  thepubKc  res- 
nations  of  ground  in  the  City  of  Washington 
Is  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR. 

The  Hoase  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ilK  Whole  on  the  bill  ''for  ther  relief  of  Arthur 
St.  Clair  1^"  and,  after  much  and  auimated  debate, 
iJ^c  qaestion  was  uken  that  the  said  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time,  and  <IeUrmined 
iQ  the  negative — yeas  48,  nays  50,  as  follows : 

Kui— Stevenson  Archer,  John  Baker,  Harmanus 
cker,  Junes  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Bper- 
ibroditoc  Champion,  Langdon  Chevea,  Martin  Chit- 
^en,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  William 
B7>  Junes  Emott,  WiUiam  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Tho- 
^  Ghobon,  Charles  Gold^borongh,  Richard  Jackson, 
*J^>Plulip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
*^  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  James 
^^i  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Hugh 
^ciioa,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph 
ftinon,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James 


Pleasants,  jr.,  William  Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  George  Smith,  John  Smtdiy 
Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturge%  George  Sullivan,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  John  Taliafeiro,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wright 

Nats— David  Bard,  Jostafa  Bartlett,  Burwell  Baa- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Wm.  A.  BurwsU,  James  Coch- 
ran, John  Cloplon,  Lewis  Condict,  WiDiam  Craw- 
ford»  Roger  Davis,  Joee|^  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoory 
James  Piak,  Peteiaon  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Bol-> 
Ung  Hall,  Obed  Hril,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufly,  John 
M.  Hyneman*  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  R.  King, 
Abner  I«affock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Aaron 
Ljle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  WilUain  McCoy,  Arunah  Met- 
caU^  Samuel  L.  MitcbHl,  Anthony  New,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, Benjamin  Pond, .  William  M.  Richardson,  John 
Rh^,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rod- 
man, Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw» 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Strong,  George  M.  Troup, . 
Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  David  R. 
Williams. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Fbioat,  May  29.    * 

Mr.  Dawson  presented  41  petition  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  University  of  Orleans,  signed  by  Wil- 
liam C.  C.  Claiborn^  their  chaneellorj  praying  a 
grant  of  the  lot  of  land  lying  iii  the  city  of  New 
Urleana,  on  which  the  Government  House  is  sit- 
uated.-*-Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  **  to  ascertain  and  estab- 
lish the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved 
for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Con- 
tinental Bstablishment,''  reported  their  disagree- 
ment thereto.  Whereupon,  the  House  disagreed 
to  the  said  iTmendments. 

Mr.  Lew^s,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Colombia,  to  whom  were  referred  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "concerning  the 
Levy  Court  in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,''  'reported  their  disagree- 
ment thereto.  Whereupon,  the  House  disagreed 
to  the  safd  amendments. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  who  were  directed  to  inquire  what  pro- 
vision ought  to  be  made  respecting  lands  granted 
by  the  British  Government  of  West  Florida,  not 
subsequently  regranted.  made  a  report,  which 
was  read.  When  Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same 
committee,  presented  a  bill  confirming  grants  to 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  derived  from 
the  British  dovernment  of  West  Florida;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  an  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  s&me  committee,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
confirming  claims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, founded  on  Spanish  warrants  of  survey, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read.  When  Mr.  Mor- 
row, from  the  same  committee,  presented  a  bill 
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confirmiog  claims  to  lands  in  the  Misaissippi  Ter- 
ritory, founded  on  warrants  of  survey  granted  by 
the  Spanish  Govern  men  t ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Mr.  Ramdolpb  said  that  rumors  to  which  he 
could  not  shut  his  ears  fof  an  intended  declara- 
tion of  war  on  Monday  next,  with  closed  doors] 
and  the  circumstance  which  had  just  passed  un- 
der the  eye  of  the  House  [alluding  to  a  motion  to 
adjourn!  impelled  him  to  make  a  last  effort  to 
rescue  tne  country  from  the  calamities  which,  he 
feared,  were  imjiending  over  it.  He  had  a  prop- 
osition to  submit,  Ihe  decision  of  which  would 
afiect  vitalljr  the  best  interests  of  the  nation.  He 
conceived  himself  bound  to  bring  it  forward.  He 
did  not  feel  himself  a  free  agent  in  the  transac- 
tion. He  would  endeavor  to  state,  as  succinctly 
as  he  could,  the  grounds  of  his  motion,  and  he 
humbly  asked  the  attention  of  every  man  whose 
mind  was  at  all  open  to  conviction — of  every 
man  devoted  to  the  cause  of  his  country,  not  only 
in  that  House,  but  in  every  rank  and  condition  of 
life,  throughout  the  Slate. 

The  motion,  which  he  was  about  to  offer,  grew 
out  of  certain  propositions,  which  he  pledged 
himself  to  prove ;  nay,  without  an  abuse  of  the 
term,  to  demonstrate. 

The  ^rst  of  these  propositions  was,  that  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  not  onlv  not  re- 
pealed, but  that  our  Gtovermneat  had  furnished 
to  the  House  and  to  the  world  unequivocal  evi- 
dence of  the  fac.t.  The  difficulty  in  demonstrat- 
ing this  proposition  arose  rather  from  his  embar- 
rassment in  selecting  from  the  vast  mass  of  evi* 
deoce  before  him,  than  in  any  deficiency  of  proof ; 
for,  if  he  were  to  use  all  the  testimony  that  might 
be  adduced,  he  feared  his  discourse  would  grow 
to  a  bulk  not  inferior  to  the  volume  which  he 
held  in  his  hand.  He  would  refer  the  House  to 
the  correspondence,  generally/of  Mr.  Russell, x>ur 
agent  at  Paris,  accompanying  the  President's 
Message  of  the  present  session.  He  referred  to 
the  schedule  of  American  vessels  taken  by  French 
privateers,  since  the  first  of  November,  1810,  [the 
period  of  tne  alleged  repeal  of  the  French  decrees :] 
of  these,  it  was  worthy  of  remark,  that  "  the  Ro- 
binftonova,  from  Norfolk  to  London,  with  tobacco, 
cotton,  and  staves ;  the  Mary  Ann,  from  Charle9- 
ton  to  London,  with  cotton  and  rice ;  theOeneral 
Eaton,  from  London  to  Charleston,  in  ballast ; 
the  Neptune,  from  London  to  Charleston,  also  in 
ballast ;  the  Clio,  from  London  to  Phihidelnhia, 
with  English  manufactures;  the  Zebra,  from 
Boston  to  Tarragona,  (then  in  possession  of  the 
Spaniards)  with  staves,  all  comine  under  the 
operation  of  the  French  decrees,  and  seized  since 
the  2d  November,  1810,  had  not  been  restored  on 
the  4th  of  July  last;"  and  that  the  only  two  ves- 
sels named  in  that  schedule,  which  had  been  re- 
stored, viz :  the  Two  Brothers,  from  Boston  to  St. 
Malo,  and  the  Star,  from  Salem  to  Naples,  (the 
one  a  port  in  France,  the  other  virtually  a  French 
port,}  did  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Ber- 


lin and  Milan  decrees^  Indeed,  the  odIjt  cad 
relied  upon  by  Mr.  Monroe  to  prove  the  repeal^ 
the  French  decrees,  are  those  of  the  Grace  Ad 
Green,  and  the  New  Orleans  Packet.  On  t| 
first  of  these  no  ereat  stress  is  laid — because,  hd 
ing  been  captured  by  an  English  cruiser,  she  m 
retaken  by  ner  own  crew,  and  carried  into  Mai 
seilles,  where,  consequently,  the  captors  becao 
French  prisoners  of  war.  As  well  might  it  1 
expected  that,  in  case  of  war  between  the  UoiU 
States  and  England,  our  privateers  Carrying  the 
prizes  into  French  ports,  should  be  proceedc 
against  under  these  decrees.  It  vras,  tberefon 
on  the  case  of  the  New  Orleans  Packet  that  tii 
principal  reliance  was  placed,  to  show  the  repd 
of  the  obnoxious  decrees.  Bat  eveo  this  cat 
established,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  tbi 
the  Milan  decrees  of  the  23d  November,  and  I7( 
December,  1807,  were  in  force  subsequently  lotb 
period  Of  t heir  alleged  repeal.  This  vessel,  heii 
mg,  at  Qibraltair,  wtiere  she  had  disposed  ofapai 
of  her  cargo,  of  the  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadorec 
the  5th  of  August,  1810,  suspended  her  sales,  ao 
the  supercargo,  after  having  consulted  withM) 
Hackley,  the  American  Consul  at  Cadiz,  detei 
mined,  on.  the  faith  of  that  insidious  letter,  to  pre 
ceed  with  the  remainder  of  his  cargo  to  Bordeao; 
He  took  the  precaution,  however,  to  delaf  iii 
voyage,  so  as  not  to  arrive  in  France  before  tl 
l$t  of  November,  the  day  on  which  the  Berlro  as 
Milan  decrees  were  to  cease  to  operate. 

Here  Mr.  Randolph  was  called  to  order  b 
Mr.  Wright,  who  said  there  was  no  motion  Ix 
fore  the  House. 

The  Spbakeb  overruled  Mr.  Wright's  obj« 
tion,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  declan 
his  intention  to  make  a  motion,  and  it  had  bee 
usual  to  permit  prefatory  remarks. 

Mr,  Randolph  said  he  would  proceed  in  h 
argument  without  deviating  to  the  right  ortotl 
left,  and  he  would  endeavor  to  suppress  erei 
{mihg  which  the  question  was  so  well  calculau 
to  excite : 

<'  The  vsMel  aMSCordingly  arrived  in  the  GaroDne* 
the  14th  of  November,  but  did  not  reach  Bordm 
until  the  3d  of  December.  On  the  5th  of  tbia  moni 
the  Director  of  the  Customs  seised  the  New  Oriet 
■Packet  and  her  cargo,  under  the  Milsn  decrees  of  t 
23d  November  and  17th  December,  ISOT^expreBslyi 
forth,  lor  having  come  from  an  English  port,  sod  hi 
ing  been  visited  by  a  British  vessel  of  war." 

Thus,  this  vessel  having  voluntarily  entered 
French  port,  on  the  faith  of  the  repeal  of  the  ( 
crees,  was  seized  under  them : 

'<  These  iacU  (continues  Mr.  Russell)  hsyiog^ 
stated  to  me  by  the  supercargo,  or  the  American  T 
Consul  at  Bordeaux,  and  the  principal  one,  thttof' 
sMsure  under  the  Milan  decrees,  being  estsbliahed 
the  proees  vtrhiU^  put  into  my  hands  by  one  of  the  o 
aignees  of  the  cargo,  I  conceived  it  to  be  my  datj  i 
to  suffer  the  transaction  to  pass  unnoticed.'* 

This  procei  verbal  is  neither  more  nor  1 
than  a  libel  in  the  Admiralty  Court,  drawn 
the  law  officer  of  the  French  Government,  agn 
ably  to  the  law  of  the  Empire.    What  should 
say  to  a  libel  of  a  vessel  by  the  District  Aitoro 
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of  the  United  States,  or  her  seizure  by  the  eus- 
tom-hoDse  officers,  under  an  act  of  Conj^ress 
which  had  been  repealed  ?  The  whole  of  this 
correspondence  proves  unequivocally  that  neither^ 
the  castom-house  officers,  the  courts  of  law,  nor 
the  French  cruisers,  not  even  the  public  ships  of 
var  had  erer  received  notice  from  their  (3oyern- 
meot  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees. This  last  fact  is  further  substantiated  by 
tbe  remonstrance  of  Mr.  Barlow  to  the  Duke  of 
Bissano,  of  the  12th  of  March,  1812,  in  the  case 
of  tbe  "  vessels  captured  and  burnt  by  His  Impe- 
rill  and  Royal  Majesty's  ships  Medusa  and 
Nymph."  It  should  be  recollected  that  all  the 
decrees  of  the  French  Emperor  are  given  strictly 
in  charge  to  certain  public  functionaries,  who  are 
directed  to  put  them  in  force.  The  only  liuthor- 
itiestowhom  the  repeal  of  these  decrees  was  to 
be  a  rale  of  action,  the  cruisers,  courts,  and  offi- 
cen  of  the  customs,  remained  profoundly  igno- 
rant  of  the  fact.  It  is  to  be  found  nowhere  but  in 
the  Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  2d  November,  1810 : 

"To have  waited  for  the  receipt  of  this  proclamation 
(njB  Mi.  Raflsell)  in  order  to  make  use  of  it  for  the 
liberation  of  the  New  Orleans  Packet,  appeared  to  me 
I  preporterons  and  unworthy  course  of  proceeding  ; 
ind  to  be  nothing  better  than  absurdly  and  basely  em- 
ploying the  declaration  of  the  President,  that  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees  had  been  revoked;  as  the  means 
of  obtaining  their  levocatton."    . 

Thejrwere.  then,  not  reroked,  or  surely  our 
Minister  would  not  stand  in  need  of  any  means 
for  obtaining  their  revocation.  Proofs  multiply 
on  proofs. 

"  Tbe  cnstom-house  officers  of  Bordeaux  commenced 
anlading  the  New  Orteans  Packet  on  the  10th  Decem- 
ber, and  completed  that  work  on  the  !20th,  as  appears 
^  their  proca  verbal  of  those  dates.  That  of  the  20th 
expKttiy  declares  that  the  property  was  io  be  pursued 
Wfore  the  Imperial  Council  of  Prizes,  [the  Court  of 
Adminlty]  at  Paris,  according  to  the  diecrees  of  the 
^  November,  and  17th  December,  1806,  or,  in  other 
v«rd%  under  the  decrees  of  Milan." 

Mr.  Russell's  remonstrance  was  submitted  to 
the  CouDcil  of  Commerce,  and  further  proceed- 
isTs  against  the  New  Orleans  Packet  suspended. 
^Tfae  paperr  were  not  transmitted  to  tbe  Council 
^  Prizes,  nor  a  prosecution  instituted  before  that 
inbonai ;"  which  proves  only  that  the  prosecution 
2tlaw  was  suspended,  not  that  the  laws  were  re- 
plied—^^  and  the  vessel  and  cargo,  on  the  9th  of 
'  JiDuary,  were  placed  at  the  diapositiop  of  the 
, coQsignees,  on  giving  bond  to  pay  tbe  estimated 
'iQoaot,  should  it  definitively  he  decided  that  a 
'confiscation  ahould  take  place^"    Recollect  that 
tbit  Tessel  voluntarily  entered  a  French  port  on 
^«  faith  of  the  repeal  of  those  decrees.    She  is 
^ized,  and  libelled  under  them,  but,  after  great 
nmioB  on  the  part  of  the  Amerioan  Minister, 
Iteobtaios  from  tbe  French  Oovernment-— what  f 
Proof  of  the  bona  fide  revocation  of  the  decrees? 
^bing  like  it.  A  discharge  of  the  vessel  ?  Not 
't  til— the  bond  represents  her-^she  stands  pledg- 
^  io  her  full  ralue  in  ease  she  should  be  found 
to  come  within  the  scope  of  the  law ;  and  yet  we 


must  believe  the  law  to  be  repealed  I  What  sort 
of  a  release  is  this  ?  Mr.  Russell  makes  a  merit 
of  having  "  rescued  this  property  from  the  seizure  * 
with  which  it  has  been  visired— that  is,  rescued 
it  from  a  court  of  justice;  and  of  "having  placed 
Ht  in  a  situation  more  favorable  than  tnat  of 
'  many  other  vessels  and  cargoes,  which  conttnu- 
*  ed  in  a  kind  of  mortemaio,  by  the  suspension  of 
'  all  proceedings  in  regard  to  them."  And  this 
letter  and  case  is  adduced  as  proof  of  the  repeal 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  on  the  1st  of 
November,  1810! 

It  IS  true  that,  in  a  postscript  dated  the  5th  of 
July,  a  month  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  letter 
to  which  it  fs  appended,  and  seven  months  after 
his  remonstrance  to  the  French  (j^overnment,  Mr. 
Russell  states  that  orJers  had  been  ffiven  to  can- 
cel the  bond  in  question.  But,  sorely,  this  Is  no 
proof  of  the  revocation  of  the  decrees.  Let  us 
see  what  be  says  on  the  15tb  of  that  month : 

,  **  Although  I  was  fully  impressed  with  the  import- 
ance of  an  early  decision  in  favor  of  the  captured  ves- 
selsy  none  of  which  had  been  included  in  the  list  above 
mentioned*'—^'  of  the  sixteen  American  vessels,  whose 
cargoes  had  been  admitted  by  order  of  the  £mperor"— 
probaby  under  license — *'yet  I  deemed  it  proper  to 
wait  for  a  few  days,  before  I  made  an  application  on 
the  sobject.  On  the  Uth»  however,  having  ieaiot,  at 
the  Council  of  Prises,  that  no  new  order  bad  been  re- 
ceived there,  [that,  on  the  ll^i  of  July,  1811,  the 
French  Admiralty  Conrthad  no  notice  of  the  repeal  of 
the  decree,]  I  judged  it  to  be  my  duty  no  longer  to  re- 
main sUent.  1  therefore,  on  that  day,  addressed  to  the 
Dnke  of  Qassano  my  note,  with  a  list  of  American 
vessels  eaptnred  since  the  first  of  November.  On  the 
Iftth,  I  learnt  that  he  had  laid  this  note,  with  a  general 
report,  before  the  Emperor ;  but  that  his  Majesty  de- 
clmed  taking  any  decision  with  regard  to  it,  before  it 
had  been  snbtaiitted  to  a  Council  of  Commerce." 

The  House  would  take  into  consideration  the 
distinction  between  the  Council  of  Prizes,  an  Ad- 
miralty Court,  bound  to  decide  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  Empire,  abd  the  Council  of  Com- 
merce, which  was  of  the  nature  of  a  board  of 
trade,  charged  with  the  general  superintendence 
of  the  concerns  of  commerce;  occupied  in  dtoU' 
ing  regulations,  not  expounding  them ;  an  insti- 
tution altogether  political,  by  no  means  judicial. 
His  Majesty  then  determined  <o  consult  his  Coun- 
\*il  of  Commerce,  whether  from  motives  of  policy 
be  should  or  should  not  grant  a  special  exemp- 
tion from  the  operation  of^his  laws.  In  the  same 
letter,  learning  from  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  that 
"  the  case  of  the  brig  Qood  Intent,  must  be  car- 
ried before  the  Council  of  Prizes,"  Mr.  Russell 
wishes  to  secure  this  case  from  this  "  inauspicious 
mode  of  proceeding  ;*'  that  is,  from  the  operation 
of  the  law.  Why,  if  the  law,  so  dreaded,  was 
repealed  7 

"  I  had,  from  time  to  time,  (he  continues,)  in- 
formed myself  of  the  proceedings,  in  regard  to 
the  captured  vessels,  and  ascertained  the  fact,  that 
the  Duke  of  Bassano  had  made  a  report  in  rela- 
tion to  them.  The  Emperor,  it  appears,  how- 
ever, still  wished  for  the  decision  of  his  '  Coun- 
cil of  Commerce."  What!  to  know  if  his  decrees 
of^  Berlin  and  Milan  were  revoked  ?    Was  His 
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Majesty  ignorant  of  the  fact?  Can  stronger 
evidence  be  adduced,  that  they  were  in  force;  or 
can  the  release,  (not  by  the  courts  of  law,  but  by 
special  Executive  interference,)  under  peculiar 
circumstances,  and  after  a  lonf  detention  tot  vi- 
olating those  decrees,  of  a  tingle  vessel,  establish 
the  fact  of  their  repeal?  On  the  contrary,  ought 
not  the  solitary  exception  (granting  it  to  be  one) 
fortify  the  general  role  ? 

In  Imssing,  it  was  well  worthy  of  remark,  that 
the  French  Minister,  being  interrogated  by  Mr. 
Russell  on  the  suhject  of  our  future  commercial 
intercourse  with  France,^  replied,  *'  no  such  com- 
munication would  be  made  at  Paris,  but  that  Mr. 
8errurier  would  be  fullv  instructed  on  this  head." 
The  House  would  recollect  how  much  had  been 
expected  from  Mr.  Serrurier  on  his  arrival,  and 
how  much  had  been  obtained.  Au  ex-Secrelary 
of  State,  even,  had  the  temerity  to  charge  the 
President  with  having  compelled  him  to  desist 
from  putting  any  interrogatories  to  the  Frenoh 
Minister  on  his  arrival.  But,  be  that. as  it  may, 
one  thing  is  certain,  that  application  having  been 
made  to  the  Minister,  at  the  requisition  of  the 
Senate  during  (he  present  session,  he  had  declared 
an  entire  ignorance  of  everything  relating  to  the 
sobject. 

To  dissipate  the  last  shadow  of  doubt  on  the 
qtrestton  or  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  Mr. 
Serrurier,  in  his  letter  of  July  23,  1811,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  expressly  declare^  that*— 

**  The  new  dispositions  of  our  Goremmsnt,  ezpreiwd 
in  the  supplementazy  act  of  the  2d  of  March  last,  hav- 
ing been  offidaUj  communicated  to  his  Court,  his  Im- 
perial Majesty,  as  soon  as  he  was  made  acquainted 
with  them,  directed  that  the  American  vesseb  seques- 
tered in  the  ports  of  France  since  Uie  8d  of  November, 
should  be  released ;  orders  were,  at  the  same  time,  to 
be  given  to  admit  American  vesselsi  laden  with  Amer- 
ican produce." 

Under  these  circumstances,  whatever  difference 
of  opinion  might  exist^  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
President's  proclamation  in  the  first  instance, 
tli^re  could  be  none  as  to  its  revocation.  As  soon 
as  it  was  ascertained,  not  onljr  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  her  cruisers  on  the  high  seas,  but  of  the 
courts  of  law.  and  of  herGk>verqment,tbat  France 
had  acted,  mala  fide,  to  this  country,  it  surely 
became  the  duty  of  the  President  to  recall  that 
proclamation.  He  could  have  no  doubt  of  his 
Uonstiiutional  power  over  the  subject,  having 
already  exercised  it  in  a  case  not  dissimilar — 
(Brskine's  arrangement.) '  That  Proclamation 
was.  the  dividing  line  of  our  policy;  the  root  of 
our  present  evil.  From  that  fatal  proclamation 
we  are  to  date  our  departure  from  that  neutnd 
position  to  which  we  had  so  long  and  so  tena- 
ciously adhered,  and  the  accomplishment  of  the 
designs  of  France  upon  us.  In  issuing  it,  the 
President  had  yielded  to  the  deceitful  overtures  of 
France ;  and  it  was  worthy  of  observation,  how 
different  a  construction  had  thereby  been  put  upon 
the  act  of  non-intercourse,  as  it  was  commonly 
called,  from  that  of  May,  1810,  although  the  words 
of  the  two  acts  were  the  same.  In  the  first  case, 
a  modification  of  the  decrees  and  orders  of  the 


belligerents,  so  as  that  they  should  cease  to  tio- 
late  our  neutral  rights,  was  alone  required.  la 
the  second*  other  matter  was  blended  with  theai, 
although  tne  words  of  the  two  acts  were  identi- 
cally the  same.  This  grew  out  of  the  iosfdioas 
letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  the  terras  of  wbich 
were  accepted,  with  the  conditions  annexed,  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  Theae  con- 
ditions presented  two  alternatives :  ''That  Rng- 
land  should  revoke  her  Orders  in  Council^  and 
abolish  those  principles  of  blockade  which  France 
alleged  to  be  new,  or  that  the  United  States 
should  cause  their  flag  to  be  respected  by  the 
English  ;"  in  other  words,  should  become  parties 
to  the  war  on  the  side  of  France.  In  order  to 
know  what  these  principles  were,  the  renuDcia- 
tion  of  which  we  were  to  require  at  the  instigation 
of  France,  it  would  be  necessary  to  attend  to  the 
language  of  the  French  decrees.  By  these,  it 
would  not  be  denied  that  principles,  heretofore 
unheard  of,  were  attempted  to  be  ''interpolated 
into  the  laws  of  nations" — principles  diametrical- 
Iv  adverse  tQ  those  which  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  had  reneatedly  recognised,  in  their 
correspondence  with  toreign  Powers  as  well  as  in 
their  public  treaties,  to  be  legitimate  and  incon** 
testable.  The  French  doctrine  of  blockade  being 
the  only  branch  of  the  subject  embraced  in  the 
Duke  of  Cadore's  letter  of  the  5th  of  August,  1810, 
would  alone  be  noticed.  These  required,  that  the 
right  of  blockade  should  be  restricted  ^  to  fortified 
ports,  invested  bv  sea  and  by  land.  That  it  shoald 
not  extend  to  the  mouths  of  rivers,  harbors,  or 
places,  not  fortified." 

Under  such  definition,  the  blockade  of  Mar 
1806,  otherwise  called  Mr.  Fox's  blockade,  stood 
condemned ;  but  Mr.  R.  had  no  hesitation  in  af- 
firming that  blockade  to  have  been  legal,  agree- 
ably to  the  iooff  established  principles  of  national 
law,  sanctioned  by  the  United  States.  In  Mr. 
Foster^s  letter  of  the  3d  of  July  last,  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, he  says:  "the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  vras 
notified  by  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  on  this  principle: 
'  that  no  blockade  can  be  justifiable  or  valid,  im^ 
less  it  be  supported  by  an  audequale  force  destined 
to  maintain  it,  and  to  expose  to  hazard  all  Tessels 
attempting  to  evad^e  its  operation  ;"  nor  wms  th&t 
blockade  announced,  until  he  bad  satisfied  him- 
>  self,  by  a  communication  with  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, that  the  Admiralty  possessed  the  meafis, 
and  would  employ  them,  of  watching  the  whole 
coast,  from  Brest  to  Elbe,  and  of  e^toally-  en- 
forcing the  blockade. 

'^  The  blockade  of  May,  1806,  according  to  the 
doctrine  maintained  bjr  Qreat  Britain,  was  JQ;st 
and  lawful  in  its  origin.'  because  it  was  supported 
both  in  intention  and  fact  by  an  adequate  navmi 
force.''  In  a  subsequent  part  of  the  same  letter 
it  is  distinctly  averred  that  ^' that  blockade  ^vrms 
maintained  by  a  sufficient  naval  force ;"  and  the 
doctrine  of  paper  blockade  is  everywhere  ejc* 
pressly  disclaimed  in  the  correspondence,  here  as 
well  as  at  London.  "  If  (says  Mr.  Foster)  the 
Orders  in  Council  shall  be  abrogat«^  the  Uook* 
ade  of  May,  1806,  could  not  continue  under  our 
construction  of  the  law  of  nations^  ankas  tbax 
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Uockide  »hottld  be  maint^iiied  by  a  doe  appliea- 
tioo  of  an  adequate  naval  force."  The  same  ad- 
mission will  be  found  in  Marquis  Wellesley's  cor- 
ifspondenee  with  Mr.  Pinkoey. 

The  coast  of  France  from  Brest  to  Catais  h 
vhat  seameD  call  an  iron-bound  coast.    It  had 
lieen  blockaded  in  every  war  during  the  last  cen- 
tnry,  that  shoct  period  of  the  American  war  ex- 
eepted,  when  England  lost  the  mastery  of  the 
chsoDei.    No  British  Minister  would  be  suffered 
to  hold  his  place  who  should  fail  strictly  to  watch 
the  opposite  aoast  of  France.    Brest,  her  princi* 
pal  naTal  arsenal,  protruded  out  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  confessed  the  want  of  suitable  harbors  for 
ships  of  war  in  the  channel ;  while  from  Ply- 
mouth,  Portsmouth,  and  the  mouth  of  (he  Thames, 
the  opposite  coast  is  easily  watched  and  orerawed. 
From  Calais  to  the  Elbe  the  coast  is  low,  flat,  and 
sheiTing,  difficult  of  access,  affording  few  good 
inlets,  indeed   none  except  the  Scheldt.    The 
blpckade  of  this  coast  is  as  easy  as  that  of  Car- 
olina.   Bat  it  must  not  pass  onnaticed  that  the 
blockade  was,  in  point  of  fact,  (as  appears  from 
Mr.  Monroe's  letters  to  Mr.  Madison  of  the  17th 
and  20th  of  May,  1806,)  limited  to  the  small  ex- 
tent of  the  coast  between  Havre  and  Ostend ; 
neutrals  being  permitted  to  trade  freely  eastward' 
of  Ostend,  and  westward  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Seine,  ** except  in  articles  contraband  of  war  and 
enemies'  property,  which  are  seizable  without 
blockade.'^    And  Mr.  Monroe,  in  announcing  this 
vwy  blockade  of  May  Id,  1806,  to  his  own  Gov- 
ernment, speaks  of  it  as  a  measure  highly  satis- 
factory to  the  commercial  interests.    And  yet  the 
removal  of  this  bbekade,  affainst  which  Mr.  Mon- 
roe did  act  remonstrate,  of  which  there  was  no 
mention  ia  (he  frubsequent  arrangement  of  Mr. 
Erskine,  which  did  not  stand  in  the  way  oi  that 


elsre  the  perfect  readiness  of  this  Government  to  fulfil 
the  conditions.  On  these  terms  the  British  Govern- 
ment has  always  been  svioosly  disposed  to  repeal  the 
Orden  in  Council.  It  appetn  however,  not  only  faj 
the  letter  of  the  French  Minister,  but  by  yoor  explana- 
tion, that  the  repesi  of  the  Orders  in  Council  will  not 
satisfy  either  the  French  or  the  American  Govern- 
ments. The  British  Government  is  further  required, 
by  the  letter  of  the  French  Mhiister,  to  renounce  those 
prfkidples  of  blockade  which  the  French  Government 
alleges  to  be  new.'* 

This  fact  is  placed  beyond  a  doubt, ^  by  Mr. 
Pinkney's  answer  of  the  Uth  of  January,  1811. 
"  If  I  comprehend  the  other  parts  of  your  Lord- 
ship's letter,"  says  he,  "  thejr  declare  in  effect  that 
the  British  Government  will  repeal  nothing  but 
the  Orders  in  CounciP'-^and  again,  '^It  is  cer- 
tainly true  that  the  American  Oovernment  haa 
required,  as  indispensable  in  thc^iew  of  its  acts 
of  intercourse  and  non  intercourse,  the  annulment 
of  the  British  blockade  of  May,  1806." 

Thus,   when   the  British   Government  stood 
pledged  to  repeal  its  Orders  in  Council,  a  question 
entirely  distinct  has  been  dexterously  mingled 
with  it  in  our  discussions  with  England  ;  the  re- 
nunciation of  the  right  of  blockade,  in  the  face  of 
Mr.  Madison's  construction  of  the  non-intercourse 
law,  and  of  Mr.  Smith's  instructions  to  General 
Armstrong  of  July  5,  and  2d  November^  1810, 
has  been  declared  indispensable  to  the  view  of 
that  act,  and  there  is  the  fullest  admission  that 
more  than  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
wasreouired,  viz:  of  that  blockade,  against  which 
we  had  not  lifted  our  voice,  until  required  to  do 
so  by  France,  which  Mr.  Monroe,  (so  far  from  re- 
monstrating against  it,  which  it  would  have  been 
his  duty  to  have  done  if  illegal,)  considers  ^  as 
highly  satisfactory  to  the  commercial  interests." 
A  blockade  as  legal  as  would  be  that  of  the  ports  of 


arrangement  of  which  no  notice  was  taken  in  our   ^  blockade  as  legal  as  would  be  that  of  the  ports  of 

proposition  to  England  for  a  mutual  abandon- h^^  ^^^'^P^'^^^t  ^^^^^  ^  *u^<^^^°^  ^'^^^  ^^''^°^^  ^ 
«*—  ^f k J  u-_  ^  J       .    ^        ..    Lynnharen  Bay.    What  is  a  legal  blockAde  ?    A 

blockade  with  such  a  force  as  renders  the  approach 
of  merchant  vessels  dangerous.  Mark  the  wonder- 


meat  of  onr  embargo  and  her  Orders  in  Council, 
is  aow.  by  French  device  and  contrivance,  to 
be  made  a  mne  qua  fion,  an  indispensable  prelim- 
inary to  all  accommodation  with  Great  Britain. 
Mr.  R.  had  heard  with  sincere  satisfaction 
many  respectable  gentlemen  in  the  House  and  out 
of  it  express  a  wish,  that,  by  a  revocation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  the  British  Ministry  would, 
pat  it  in  the  power  of  our  Government  to  come 
to  some  adjustment  of  our  differences  with  Eng- 
Itfld.  The  position  which  he  was  about  to  lay 
down,  and  the  proof  of  which  the  course  of  his 
aigoment  had  compelled  him  in  some  degree  to 
soticipate,  however  it  might  ^artle  persons  of 
this  description,  was  nevertheless  susceptible  of 
the  most  direct  and  positive  evidence.  Little  did 
those  gentlemen  dream,  but  such  was  the  indis- 
poubie  fact,  "        •     ^  -  - 


ful  facility  with  which  Mr.  Pinkney  not  only  blends 
the  question  of  the  blockade  of  Mav,  1806,  with 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council ;  but  shows 
his  disposition  to  go,  if  he  could,  the  whole  len^h 
of  the  French  doctrine  of  blockade;  a  doctrine 
unheard  of  before  the  reign  of  Bonaparte.  "It 
is  by  no  means  clear  that  it  may  pot  fairly  be 
contended  on  principle  and  early  usage  that  a 
maritime  blocaade  is  incomplete  with  regard  to 
States  at  peace,  unless  the  place  which  it  affects 
is  invested  bv  land  as  well  as  by  sea."  And  yet, 
in  the  same  letter,  be  says,  "  x  ou  imagine  that 
the  repeal  is  not  to  remain  In  force,  unless  the 
British  Government,  in  addition  to  the  revocation 


that  th^  Orders  in  Council  had  not    ^^  ^'^  Orders  in  Council,  abandon  its  system  of 
stood  in  the  way  of  accommodation,  and  that    t>l<^pkade,    I  am  not  conscious  of  having  stated, 


their  removal  at  this  moment  would  not  satisfy 
our  Administration.    InXiord  Wellesley's  letter 
to  Mr.  Pinkney  of  December  23. 1810,  he  says : 
u  Tf  — *v: —  ^j^y^  j^  Yttea  required  of  Great  Brit- 


If 
sin,  finr  the  panose  of  seeming  the  continuation  of  the 
repeal  of  thjs  rrench  decrees,  than  the  repesi  of  our 
Orders  in  Council,  I  should  not  have  hesitoted  to  de- 


—  ^    _  —  —  __^ — —^ —  _, — . — ^ , 

as  jrour'Lordship  seems  to  think,  that  ii  is  so,  and 
I  believe,  in  fact,  that  it  is  otherwise.  Even  if  it 
were  admitted,  however,  the  Orders  in  Council 
ought  nevertheless  to  be  revoked.'*  The  Ameri- 
can doctrine  of  blockade  ih  expressly  laid  down 
in  Mr.  Smith's  letter  to  Commodore  Preble  of  the 
4th  of  February,  1804.    "Whenever  therefore 
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yon  shall  have  thus  formed  a  blockade  of  the  port 
of  Tripoli  ('so,aa  to  create  an  evident  danger  of 
entering  it')  you  will  have'a  risht  to  capture  for 
adjudication  anv  vessel  that  shall  attempt  to  enter 
with  a  knowleage  of  the  blockade."  The  very 
same  doctrine  against  which,  at  the  instigation 
of  France,  we  are.  now  about  to  plunge  into  war. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  was  compelted  to  omit  many 
^riking  proofs,  of  the  truth  of  his  positions,  from 
absolute  weakness  and  inability  to  read  the  volu- 
minous extracts  from  the  documents  before  him. 
If  the  offer  should  be  made  of  a  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  which  our  people  at  home,  good 
easy  souls,  sup)posed  to.  be  tbe  only  obstacle,  the 
wound,  as  after  the  accommodation  of  the  affair 
of  the  Chesapeake,  would  still  remain  incurable. 
He  had  not  touched  upon  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment, because,  notwithstanding  the  use.  which 
ha^  been  made  of  it  in  that  House  and  the  public 
prints,  it  did  not  constitute,  according  to  the  show- 
ing of  our  own  Government,  an  obstacle  to  ac- 
commodation, (the  Orders  in  Council  and  ques- 
tion of  blockade  being  the  avowed  impediments;) 
and  because  it  appears  from  Mr.  Monroe's  letter 
of  the  28th  of  February,  1808,  ^'  that  the  ground 
on  which  that  interest  was  placed  by  the  paper 
of  the  British  Commissioners  of  November  8, 
1806.  and  the  explanations  which  accompanied  it, 
was  both  boDorable  an4  advantageous  to  the  Uni- 
ted States*  That  it  contained  a  concession  in 
their  favor  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  on  the 
great  principle  in  contestation,  never  before  made, 
by  a  formal,  obligatory  act  of  the  Government, 
which  w^  highly  favorable  to  their  interests.^' 

In  fact  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Monroe's  treaty  had 
alone  prevented  the  settlemeur,  upon  honorable 
terms,  of  this,  as  well  as  every  other  topic  of  dif- 
ference between  the  two  Governments. 

He  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  Mr. 
Smith's  letter  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  of  July  5, 1810, 
requiriBff  in  the  name  of  tbe  President  restitution 
of  our  plundered  properly  as  "a  preliminary  to 
accommodation  between  the  two  Governments." 
"  As  has  been  heretofore  stated  to  you,  a  satisfac- 
tory provision  for  restoring  the  property  lately 
surprised  and  seized  by  the  order  or  at  the  instance 
of  the  French  Government,  must  be  combined 
with  a  repeal  of  the  French  edicts,  with  a  view 
to  a  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain ;  such  a 
provision  being  an  indispensable  evidence  of  the 
just  purpose  of  France  towards  the  United  States!" 
Vet  no  restitution  had  been  made :  "  that  affair 
is  settled  by  the  law  of  reprisal."  What  had 
been  the  language  held  on  this  floor  and  by  Min- 
isters of  State  in  official  communications  to  com- 
mittees of  Congress  ?  "  That  the  return  of  the 
Hornet  should  be  conclusive  as  to  our  relations 
with  France.  That  if  Mr.  Barlow  should  not 
succeed  in  attaining  the  most  complete  redress 
for  the  nast  and  assurances  for  the  future,  we 
would  taxe  the  same  stand  against  her  as  a^inst 
Great  Britain;  that  any  uncertainty  as  to  his  suc- 
cess, would  be  equivalent  to  certainty  of  his  fail- 
ure.'' Sueh  was  the  language  held,  until  the  fact 
occurred,  that  no  satisfaction  had  been,  or  was 
likely  to  be  obtained.    Indeed,  for  some  days  after 


the  arrival  of  tbe  Hornet,  these  opinions  had  been 
maintained.  They  had,  however,  gradaailf  died 
away,  and  it  was  only  within  forty-eigbt  hoars 
past,  that  a  different  language  had  been  held. 
Was  it  necessary  te  remind  the  House  of  the  shuf- 
fling conduct  and  policy  of  France  towards  as  7 
Of  the  explanation  attempted  by  Decree,  the  Min* 
ister  of  Marine,  in  relation  to  the  Berlin  decree, 
and  the  subsequent  annunciation  of  his  Govern- 
raent  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  with  true  French  »anff 
froid^  that  "as  there  was  no  exception  of  the 
United  States  in  the  terms  of  the  decrees,  so  there 
was  no  reason  for  excepting  them  from  their  op- 
eration ?"  Have  we  forgotten  Cbampagny's  de- 
claration of  war  in  our  name  ?  ^*  War  exists  then 
in  fact  between  England  and  the  United  States, 
and  His  Majesty  considers  it  as  declared."  In 
short,  for  years  past.  France  had  required  us  to 
make  war  with  England  as  the  price  of  andefined 
commercial  concessions  from  her.  We 'had  been 
told  "  that  we  ought  to  tear  to  pieces  the  act  of 
our  independence — that  we  were  more liependent 
than  Jamaica;  that  we  were  without  jast  politi- 
cal views,  without  energy,  without  honor;  and 
that  wemust  at  last -fight  for  interest,  after  hav- 
ing refused*  to  fight  for  honor." 

France,  whilst  you  required  of  her  as  a  preli- 
minary to  farther  accommodation  the  restitution 
of  her  plunder  decoyed,  into  her  ports,  required 
from  you,  as  a  preliminary,  a  war  with  England. 
Mr.  Barlow  has  now  been  ten  months  in  France, 
dancing  attendance  on  her  Court,  without  being 
able  to  obtain  an  answer  to  a  few  plain  questions. 
Are  your  decrees  repealed  ?  It  is  considered  as 
improper  to  make  tbe  inquiry.  Instead  of  the 
edict,  rescript,  the  instrument  of  repeal,  by  what- 
soever name  it  be  called,  he  sends  us  the  strietares 
Df  the  French  Government  upon  the  proceedings 
of  the  American  Congress,  and  a  remonstrance  to 
the  Duke  of  Bassaoo,  that  the  repeal  of  the  de- 
crees (in  whieh  he  is  compelted  to  feign  a  belief, 
because  the  President's  proclamation  is  the  sole 
evidence  of  the  Ihct)  has  not  been  givan  in  charge 
to  the  French  cruisers,  but  that  the  public  ships 
of  war  (Nymph  and  Medusa)  continue  to  bom 
our  vessels  on  the  high  seas.  And  what  does  the 
Duke  of  Bassano  tell  him  in  reply  %  The  same 
old  story  of  Champagny  to  General  Armstrong — 
"  The  United  States  will  be  entirely  satisfied  on 
the  pending  questions,  and  there  will  he  no  obsta- 
cles to  their  obtaining  the  advantages  they  have 
in  view,  if  they  succeed  in  making  their  flag  safe!" 
In  other  words,  make  war  with  England,  and  you 
will  be  satisfied  (and  not  until  then)  on  the  pend- 
ing questions.  And  what  are  they?  On  one  of 
them,  the  required  compensation  for  plunder — 
your  Minister  after  waiting  for  months  for  an 
oral  answer  tells  you,  ^^  This  duU  work,  hard  to 
begin,  and  difficuU  to  ftmcule."  This  is  the  claim, 
too.  required  by  Mr.  Secretary  Smith,  under  the 
President's  order,  to  be  satisfied  as  a  preliminary 
to  the  acceptance  of  the  overture  or  August  5, 
1810.  It  is  possible,  the  Wasp  may  bring  out 
something,  just  to  hush  up  complaints  until  we 
are  fairly  embarked  in  war :  into  which,  if  we 
enter,  it  will  be  a  war  of  submission  to  the  man- 
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dttes  of  a  foreiga  despot — the  basest,  the  most 
noqaalified,  and  the  most  abject  sttboiission. 
France  for  years  past  has  offered  qs  terras  (with- 
ont  specifying  what  thej  were)  at  the  price  of  a 
war  with  KD^iand,  whicn  hitherto  we  have  reject- 
ed. That  price  mast  now  be  paid.  The  ESm* 
feror  deals  onlyr  for  ready  money,  and^  carryioj^ 
is  jealousy  further  than  in  the  case  of  the  Presi-^ 
dent's  proclamation,  (which  he  woald  not  beliere 
until  its  terms  were  falfilled,)  he  requires  to  be  paid 
in  band  before  he  will  name  his  equiralent. 

In  the  celebrated  case  of  insnlt  by  implication, 
or  insinuation,  offered  by  Mr.  Jackson,  there  el- 
isted  in  the  archives  of  the  country  a  monument 
(such  as  it  was)  of  the  sensibility  of  the  House  to 
that  insult. 

If,  under  such  circumstances,  without  having 
receifed  any  shadow  of  indemnity  for  the  past,  or 
security  for  the  future — if  indeed  security  could 
be  given  by  the  French  EInlperor — the  United 
Sutes  become  virtuatly  a  part  jr  to  the  war  in  his 
behalf,  it  must  confirm  beyond  the  possibility  of 
donbt  every  surmise  that  nas  gone  abroad,  how- 
erer  injurious  to  the  honor  or  the  interests  of  this 
Government — that  there  exists  in  our  Councils  an 
Qodne,  a  fatal  French  bias.  After  the  declarations 
of  official  men,  after  the  language  uttered  on  this 
floor,  if  the  United  States  Income  parties  to  the 
war  with  France  against  her  rival  it  must  estab- 
lish as  clearly  as  the  existence  of  the  sun  above  Us 
—ibis  event  has  not  happened,  and  God  forbid  it 
ihonld— but  if  it  does,  the  conclusion  will  be  irre- 
sistible, and  this  Gknrernment  will  stand  branded 
to  the  latest  posterity,  (unless  the  press  should 
perish  io  the  general  wreck  of  human  liberty)  as 
the  panders  of  French  despotism — as^he  tools, 
the  minions,  sycophants,  parasites  of  France.  It 
was  to  secure  the  country  from  this  opprobrium, 
that  the  proposition  was  about  to  be  submitted. 

This  is  not  like  war  for  a  Spanish  succession  or 
aDotch  barrier;  for  the  right  of  cutting  logwood 
00  a  desert  coast,  or  fishing  in  the  Polar  sea.  It  is 
a  war  unexampled  in  the  history  of  mankind — a 
war,  separated  as  we  are  from  the  theatre  of  It 
by  a  wide  ocean,  from  which  it  behooves  us  to 
stand  aloof — to  set  our  backs  to  the  wall,  and 
await  the  coming  of  the  enemy — instead  of 
roshing  out  at  midnight  in  search  of  the  disturb- 
ers of  Qtir  rest,  when  a  thousand  daggers  are 
pointed  at  our  bosom.  But  it  is  said  we  must 
aght  for  commerce — a  war  for  commerce,  depre- 
cated by  all  the  commercial  portion  of  our  coun- 
try, by  New  England  and  New  York,  the  great 
holders  of  our  navi^tion  and  capital. 

Mr.  Calboun  rising  and  signifying  his  inten- 
tion to  make  a  question  of  order,  Mr.  Randolph 
took  his  seat.- 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  said,  the  question  of  war 
vas  not  before  the  country ;  it  Was  not  before  the 
House ;  and  the  gentleman  was  therefore  speak- 
ing, as  he  conceived,  contrary  to  rule,  and  with* 
OQt  affording  to  others  an  opportunity  to  reply. 

It  was  decided  from  the  Speaker's  chair  (then 
filled  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Speaker  having  casually 
ncated  it  for  a  moment)  that  the  ol)jection  was 
not  valid,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  an- 


nounced bis  intention  to  make  a  motion,  and  it 
had  been  usual  in  such  cases  to  permit  a  wide 
ranffe  of  debate. 

Mr.  Randolph  thanked  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  for  the  respite  which  he  had  un- 
intentionally ^iven  him,  and  which,  in  his  ex- 
hausted situation,  was  highlv  grateful.  This  war 
for  commercial  rights  is  to  be  waged  against  the 
express  wish  (constitutionally  pronounced, spoken 
in  language  which  cannot  be  misunderstood)  of 
the  great  commercial  secti<ui  of  the  United  States 
-^a  war  which  must  cut  up  commerce  by  the 
roots,  which  in  its  operation  must  necessarily 
drive  popolftioD and  capital  beyond  the  mountains. 

Mr.  Calbo17n  again  ro6e.  As  the  gentleman 
had  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  rest  afforded 
him  by  the  former  call  to  order,  he  would  give 
him  another  opportunity  to  rest  himself.  He 
asked  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  should 
submit  to  the  Chair  the  proposition  he  intended  to 
make,  that  the  House  might  judge  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  course  he  took.  If  the  course  now 
taken  were  Parliamentary,  if  the  practice  now  at- 
tempted were  permitted  to  succeed,  it  would  be 
in  the  power  of  any  member  at  any  time  to  em- 
barrass the  proceedings  of  the  House. 

The  Speaker  (who  had  resumed  the  chair) 
said,  that  unquestionably,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair,  the  proposition  might  be  required  to  be 
submitted  in  writing,  because  it  was  made  the 
duty  of  the  Chair  to  require  the  application  of  ob- 
servations made  on  the  floor  to  the  subject  de- 
bated ;  and  this  duty  certainly  could  not  be  per- 
formed uuless  the  Chair  was  apprized  of  the  terms 
of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Calhoun. — I  then  call  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  sobniit  his  prop<^ition. 

Mr.  Randolph. — The  gentleman  has  no  right 
to  call  upon  me ;  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  unquestiona- 
bly have.  My  proposition  is  one  respecting  our 
relations  with  the  two  great  belligerents,  and  goes 
'to  affect  the  question  of  peace  or  war.  Whilst 
up,  sir,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  if  I  were  wide 
or  the  mark.  I  might  have  been  permitted  to  go  on. 

The  SpbaKeII. — The  gentleman  will  please  to 
take  his  seat;  the  Chair  having  decided  that  his 
motion  must  be  submitted  before  further  debate. 

Nf  r.  Randolph  said  be  had  not  understood  the 
Speaker  as  making  any  such  decision. 

The  Speaker  said  he  certainly  bad  so  decided. 

Mr.  Randolph. — My  proposition  is,  that  it  is 
not  expedient  at  this  time  to  resort  to  a  war 
against  Great  Britain. 

The  Speaker. — Is  the  motion  seconded  ? 

Mr.  Randolph,  or  some  other  gentleman,  ex- 
pressed his  surprise  that  a  second  in  such  a  case 
should  be  required. 

The  Speaker  said  he  conceived  that  every  mo- 
tion must  receive  a  second  before  it  could  be  an- 
nounced from  the  Chair.  He  also  required  that 
the  motion  be  reduced  to  writing. 

Mr.  Randolph,— I  then  appeal  from  that  de- 
cision. 

The  Speaker  stated  the  grounds  of  his  deci- 
sion,.and  read  the  rales  requiring  motions  when 
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made  to  be  seconded  before  pat  to  tbe  vole,  Mnd, 
wben  demanded,  to  be  reduced  to  writing. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  would  onljr  remark  that 
this  right  of  prefaciog  a  motion  by  remarks  was 
almost  the  last  vestige  of  the  freedom  of  debate  ; 
if  it  were  destroyed,  there  would  be  none  left  but 
under  permissioo  or  the  majority. 

Messrs.  Pitkin,  GoLDsaoBonoR,  and  Key, 
spoke  to  the  question  of  order,  and  against  the 
Speaker's  decision. 

The  following  observations  of  one  of  these 
gentlemen  TMr.  Qoldsborodoh)  embrace  (he 
substance  ot  the  argument  against  the  Speaker's 
decision: 

Mr  GoLDSBORonoB  said,  that,  on  all  occasions 
of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  on  a 
question  of  order,  the  first  impulse  of  his  mind 
was  to  support  the  Chair,  and  it  was  his  practice 
to  do  so  in  all  doubtful  cases.  In  the  present  in- 
stance, however,  tbe  conviction  of  his  judgment 
as  to  the  incorrectness  of  the  decision  of  the 
honorable  Speaker  was  so  clear  and  conclu- 
clusive  to  himself,  that  he  should  be  compelled  to 
declare  so  by  his  vote.  The  substantial  question 
submitted  to  the  House  by  this  appeal  was, 
"  whether  a  member  rising  in  his  place,  and  de- 
'  daring  his  intention  to  submit  a  motion  for  con- 
'  sideration,  had,  or  had  not,  a  right  to  precede  his 

*  motion  with  such  «z  plan  tor  y  remarks,  such  pre- 

*  fatory  speech,  keeping  himself  within  the,  bounds 
'  of  general  decorum,  as  he  might  deem  necessary 
'  on  the  occasion  and  pertinent  to  the  proposition 

,  ^  <  intended  to  be  offered."  The  Chair  had,  in 
4  effect,  determined  against  this  right,  and  on  that 
ground  had  prohibited  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia from  proceeding  in  his  speech.  In  this 
opinion,  Mr.  G.  said  he  could  not  concur,  and  he 
should  take  the  liberty  to  go  into  a  short  exami- 
nation of  its  correctness.  In  support  of  it  the 
Chair  had  read  the  following  rule  of  the  House, 
from  the  printed  rules  and  orders:  ^when  a  mo- 
'  tion  is  made  and  seconded,  it  shall  be  stated  by 
'  the  Speaker,  or,  being  in  writing,  it  shall  be 
'  handed  to  the  Chair,  and  read  aloud  by  the 
'  Clerk,  before  debated." 

It  was  perfectly  evident,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  this 
rule  did  not  apply  to  the  case.  This  rule  directs 
the  course  of  proceeding  when  a  motion  is  made 
and  seconded.  But.  in  the  case  unde^  considera- 
tion, no  motion  had  been  made  or  seconded.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  only  expressed  his 
intention  to  make  a  motion,  and  was  offering  to 
the  House  such  explanatory  observations  as  he 
judged  proper  in  relation  to  it.  His  right  to 
adopt  this  course  was  not  to  be  sought  for  in  the 
book  of  written  roles  of  the  House.  It  was,  Mr. 
G.  said,  a  prescriptive  right,  supported  by  the 
uniform  usage  and  practice  of  the  House,  from 
the  beginning,  he  believed,  of  iu  political  exist- 
ence. He  had,  certainly,  never  known  it  called 
in  question  before;  for  he  well  recollected  in- 
stances where  gentlemen  had  made  long  speeches, 
probably  of  one,  two,  or  three  houn^,  as  prefatory 
to  motions  which  the)r  stated  it  to  be  their  inten- 
tion to  make,  and  which  motions  it  was  evident  | 
were  intended  for  tvo  other  purpose  tbau  to  afford  I 


an  opportunity  for  the  siieech,  as  they  were  nevei 
afterwards  called  op  by  the  mover.    He  had 
never  before  known  this  prfvilege  disturbed.    The 
House  had  always  acquiesced  in  the  right,  and 
the  member  been  indulged  with  the  occupancy 
of  the  floor  for  as  long  a  speech  as  he  chose  to 
make.    This  privilege,  sanctioned,  as  it  certainly 
is,  by  usa^e — by  what  is  frequently  termed  the 
common  Taw  of  the  House,  Mr.  QL  considered 
as  founded  in  principles  of  great  ])ropriety,  iu 
reference  to  other  rules  and   practices  of  this 
House.    It  was  an  esublished  rule  of  practice,  of 
the  propriety  of  which  he  would  now  say  nothing, 
that  no  question  could  be  brought  before  the 
House  bjr  a  member,  however  important  he  might 
suppose  it,  without  the  vote  of  a  majority  to  coa- 
sioer  it.    What  chance  was  there,  he  would  ask, 
of  obtaining  such  a  vote  in  favor  of  a  naked  pro- 
position, unsupported  by  any  elucidation  from 
the  mover,  to  explain  its  object,  to  interest  the 
House  in.  its  favor,  or  even  to  attract  their  atten- 
tion to  it  ?    It  is,  indeed,  a  point  of  respect  to  the 
understanding  of  the  House,  to  adopt  this  course; 
and  hence  it  is  invariably  done.    Admitting, 
then,  the  general  propriety  of  this  course — ad- 
mitting the  existence  of  the  right  at  all,  as  sane* 
tioned  oy  the  usage  of  tbe  House,  the  only  limit 
to  its  exercise  must  be  the  nature  of  the  subject 
of  the  motion,  and  the  judgment  or  inclination  of 
the  mover.    If  he  has  a  right  to  offer  explanatory 
remarks,  to  make  a  prefatory  speech  at  all,  he 
must  equally  have  a  right  to  regulate  the  length 
of  such  speech  by  his  own  sense  of  dut^  and  pro- 
priety.   There  cannot  be  any  other  rauonal  rule, 
any  other  proper  guide,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  re- 
marks or  the  length  of  the  speech.    Admit  the 
right  to  exist  at  all,  (and  he  would  venture  to 
say  not  a  motion  had  been  made  even  in  this 
session,  on  any  important  subject,  without  the 
exercise  of  it,)  to  what  other  role  than  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  mover  can  we  resort  to  regulate 
its  exercise?    Shall  any  individual  member  ia- 
terrnpt  the  enjoyment  of  this  important  and  ia- 
valuable  privilege?  and  shall  the  feelings^  the 
whim,  or  the  policy  of  the  majority  restrain  or 
defeat  ita  exercise  ?    Shall  their  caprice  or  their 
irritation  stop  the  speaker  at  the  moment  wheu 
his  remarks  begin  to  bear  hard  upon  some  favor- 
ite point  of  their  doctrine  or  their  policy  ?    Rea- 
son and  justice  certainly  forbid  this  resort,  as  the 
necessary,  or  at  least  the  probable,  result  of  it 
would  be  an  instability  and  favoritism  wholly 
inconsistent  with  that  equality  of  rights  which 
attaches  to  every  member  of  this  House.    For 
these  reasons,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  could  not  give  his 
sanction  to  the  ^decision  of  the  honorable  Speaker 
in  this  question  of  order ;  but  should,  by  his  vote, 
support  the  affirmative  of  this  position,  that  a 
member,  who  is  about  to  submit  a  proposition  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  has  a  right  to 
preface  his  motion  with  such  decorous  remarks, 
and  with  such  length  and  detail  of  expianatioa, 
as  he  mav  think  proper. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  having  been  called  to  order,  and  it  hav- 
ing been  decided  by  the  Speaker  that  he  was  out 
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of  order,  from  which  deetsioa  he  haTinir  appealed 
the  questioD  oow  to  be  decided  bjr  the  Bpealier  is, 
was  Mr.  Randolph  out  of  order?  lo  order,  sir, 
to  I  correct  understanding  of  the  subject  by  the 
HoDse,  it  will  be  proper  to  rerise  his  remarks,  as 
well  as  the  circnmstances  under  which  they 
were  ushered  into  the  House.  Sir,  every  gentle- 
msQ  has  a  right  to  be  heard  on  a  subject  fairly 
before  the  House,  after  the  House  has  determined 
to  consider  it.  But.  by  a  positive  rule  of  the 
House,  declared  by  tne  Speaker,  no  question  can 
be  received  until  it  is  made  and  seconded,  and,  if 
required,  reduced  to  writing— nor,  after  it  is  re- 
ceired,  can  any  question  be  debated  until  the 
House  agree  to  consider  it.  Therefore,  the  re- 
quiring the  question  to  be  made  and  seconded, 
sod  committed  to  writing,  is  perfectly  a  matter 
of  right,  and  the  attempt  to  argue  the  question 
thus  made  and  seconded  and  committed  to  writ- 
ing, before  the  House  had  agreed  to  consider  It, 
was  in  direct  violation  of  the  rule,  and,  therefore, 
out  of  order.  But,  sir,  had  it  have  been  fairly 
before  noticed,  had  the  House  agreed  to  consider 
this  case,  I,  sir,  should  contend  that  this  gentle- 
man's remarks  were  themselves  out  of  order—. 
hare  we  not  been  denounced  as  legislating  under 
French  influence  ?    Yes,  sir,  we  have. 

Mr.  Randolph  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 
He  said  he  bad  spoken  hypothetically;  he  said, 
if  war  did  take  place,  it  would  be  confirmation 
strong  as  proof  from  holy  writ  .of  an  undue 
French  bias. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  quesu'on  of  order 
submitted,  involved  a  matter  of  fact,  that  is, 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  R.) 
did  Dot  nse  tne  words  ascribed  to  him  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  W.)  conveying 
au  imputation  of  French  influence,  which  (not 
ba?ing  been  in  the  Chair)  he  coula  not  decide. 
He  could  only  say  that  if  the  gentleman  did  use 
such  words  they  were  hisbly  improper;  if  he  did 
not,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  W.)  was 
out  of  order  in  attributing  them  to  him. 

Mr.  Wbight  quoted  the  words  used  by  Mr. 
Randolph,  to  which  he  contended  his  observation 
was  applicable.  Sir,  said  he,  could  these  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  be  in  order?  I  protest  against 
them ;  they  are  unfounded  as  to  mvself,  and,  I 
hare  no  doubt,  as  to  every  member  or  this  House, 
The  black  eataloeue  of  wrongs  sustained  by  the 
outrages  of  Great  Britain  are  such,  that  no  man, 
not  devoted  to  that  nation,  can  in  my  judgment 
be  at  a  loaa  for  just  cause  of  war,  and  such  as  no 
independent  nation  ought  to  submit  to^ 

Mr.  Randolpb  again  called  the  gentleman  to 
order,  because  discussing  a  question  which  the 
Speaker  had  declared  should  not  be  debated. 

The  Spbakeb  said  he  did  not  perceive  the  di- 
rect application  of  the  gentleman's  remarks,  but 
he  appeared  to  be  speaking  in  explanation  of  the 
expressions  for  using  which  he  had  before  been 
called  to  order. 

Mr.  Wright  continued Sir,  said  he,  I  do  not 

admire  the  doctrine  of  recrimination,  nor  will  I 
charge  that  honorable  gentleman  with  beinff  un- 
der British  influenoe;  although  we  see  the  Brit- 


ish licensed  spies  within  this  Hall  to  hear  this 
understood  debate — 

Mr.  Randolph  said  the  gentleman  was  again 
out  of  order. 

•  The  SpBArKBR. — The  gentkman  from  Marjr- 
land  will  please  to  take  his  seat.  If  the  Chair 
understood  him  correctly,  he  is  certainly  out  of 
order.  If  he  meant  to  say  that  there  was  an  un- 
derstanding between  a  member  of  this  House  and 
a  foreign  agent  out  of  it.  in  relation  tu  proceed- 
inffs  to  take  place  in  the  House,  he  was  undonbt- 
edTy  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Wright  disclaimed  having  so  meant  to 
state ;  he  meant  to  say,  that  from  the  attendance 
of  these  persons  on  the  gentleman's  arguments  it 
might  be  fairly  inferred  that  thev  were  apprized 
of  his  intention  to  bring  this  auDJect  before  the 
House.  But  be  hoped  the  privilege  of  these  spiee 
would  in  a  few  days  be  arrested.  However,  he 
should  always  be  prepared  to  submit  his  conduct 
to  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  American 
people  withot  a  fear  of  its  being  ascribed  to  French 
or  any  other  improper  influence. 

The  question  was  then  uken,  to  wit :  ''Is  the 
decision  of  the  Speaker  correct?"  and  determined 
in  the  aflirmative — yeas  67,  nays  42,  as  follows : 

TsAB — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Stevenson  Archer,  David  Bard,  Jotiah  Bartlett,  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Cslhonn,  John 
Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Bamuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle, 
WiUiam  Findley,  James  Fiak,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peter- 
ton  Ooodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Josej^  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joeeph  Lefover,  Petar  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaion  Lyle,  Thomas  Mooie,  William  McCoy, 
Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mil* 
chill,  Anthony  New,  Thomsa  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby , 
Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jon., 
Benjamin  Pond,  WiUiam  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ring- 
gold, John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  £h»- 
neser  Sage,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  S^- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Wil- 
liiun  Strong,  John  TaUaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Tomer,  junior,  Robert  WhitehUl,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

NATs-^ohn  Baker,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Haimanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Etijah  Brighsm,  Epa- 
phroditns  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Coch- 
ran, John  Davenport,  jr.,  WUliam  Ely,  James  Emptt, 
Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  PhiHp  B.  Key,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Joseph  Peaiaon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Randolph, 
WUllam  Reed,  WUliam  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Richard  Stanford,  MiUip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
George  SuUiven,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaU- 
madge,  Uri  Tra<7,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  WUIiama, 
and  Thomaa  WUaon. 

Mr.  flAND0LPH.^Then,8ir,  I  am  compelled  to 
submit  my  motion  in  writing,  and  under  that 
compulsion  I  offer  it. 

The  Bpbakbr.— There  ii  no  compulsion  in  the 
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case ;  because  the  geotleraan  may  or  may  oot  of- 
fer it  at  his  option. 

The  motion  was  then  read  from  the  Chair  in 
the  following  words : 

"  lUiohedf  That,  mider  ezitting  drcmnstanoes,  it  is 
inexpedient  to  resort  to  war  against  Great  Britain." 

Mr.  Randolph  resumed,  having  asked  and  ob- 
tained the  assent  of  the  Cnair  to  his  proceeding 
in  the  debate  on  the  question — 

When  Mr.  Nelson  inquired  if  it  were  in  order, 
after  a  resolution  was  presented  to  the  House,  to 
debate  it  before  the  House  had  agreed  to  con- 
sider it. 

The  Speaker  said  he  had  not  before  adverted 
to  the  imperative  terms  of  the  rule  which  required 
a  previous  question  of  consideration,  and  which 
rule,  on  further  reflection,  he  was  of  opinion  ap- 
plied to  this  case. 

Mr.  Randolph  appealed  from  this  decision  of 
the  Chair.  He  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  fact  that  the  operation  of  the  decision  for 
reducing  the  motion  to  writing  and  requirinff  a 
second,  was  to  deprive  the  person  speaking  of  his 
ancient,  prescriptive  (he  had  almost  said  Consti- 
tutional) right  of  delivering  his  sentiments  in 
some  manner  or  othf  r  to  the  House.  This  privi- 
lege was  the  last  vestige  of  the  liberty  of  speech 
enjoyed  in  this  House  except  at  the  absolute  will 
of  the  majority.  The  question  of  consideration 
itse]f  was  always  of  the  nature  of  a  previous  ques- 
tion, and  went  to  take  from  a  member  of  this 
House  that  privilege,  provided  the  House  chose 
to  exercise  its  power,  viz:  the  privilege  of  offer- 
ing his  sentiments,  and,  if  you  will,  his  grievances 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Hou^e  ^nd  the  peopled 
The  meanest  beggar  has  a  right  to  come  here  and 
stale  his  grievances,  and  to  be  heard ;  and  yet  a 
member  of  the  House  has  no  such  right,  except 
at  the  absolute  will  of  the  majority.  If  the  de- 
cision be  confirmed,  we  shall  have  entirely  de- 
parted from  every  principle  heretofore  respected 
in  this  Assembly  and  among  those  people  from 
whom  we  sprung.  It  appears  to  me  we  have  for- 
gotten the  old-fashioned  liberty.  When  I  com- 
pare the  liberty  of  speech  in  the  English  Parlia- 
ment with  late  usages  here,  I  am  struck  with  con- 
sternation, grief,  and  dismay.  I  once  had  the 
honor  of  being  under  the  Federal  regime,  in  what 
was  called  the  Reign  of  Terror.  I  then  enjoyed 
the  liberty  of  speech.  I  had  a  right  to  protest 
against  the  acts  of  the  men  in  power.  These  new 
discoveries  in  the  construction  of  the  rules  of  the 
House  were,  happily  for  the  then  minority,  un- 
known and  unheard  of.  The  present  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  attempted  to  be  slopped  in  de- 
bate on  the  rule  which  required  that  no  member 
should  speak  more  than  once  to  any  question; 
That  great  man — and  great  let  me  call  him — 
laughed  in  derision  at  the  attempt.  But  not  eren 
in  the  year  '98,  was  an  attempt  made  to  prevent 
a  man  from  speaking  at  all.  The  doctrine  is 
new;  it  has  come  in  under  a  new  reign,  and  a 
new  race.  Has  it  come  to  this,  that  members  of 
this  House  shall  grow  gray  in  the  service,  and  in 
proportion  to  their  experience  become  ignorant  of 
the  rules  of  proceeding,  and  receive  the  construc- 


tion of  them  from  those  who  have  never  beea 
familiar  with  them  ?  After  having  been  fourteea 
years  on  this  floor,  is  a  man  to  be  told  he  knows 
nothing  of  the  rules  of  the  House  ? 

The  Speaker  requested  the  gentleman  to  con- 
fine his  remarks  to  the  question  whether  or  not 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  correct.  Priority 
of  seat  oa  this  floor,  said  the  Speaker,  gives  to 
the  senior  members  of  the  House  no  right  to  which 
the  junior  are  not  equally  entitled. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  only  desired  that  the  senior 
members  should  have  equal  rights  with  the  ju- 
nior. The  decision  of  the  Chair,  said  he,  1  con- 
tend is  incorrect  in  so  far  as  this:  that  there  has 
heretofore  existed  what  was  called  the  freedom 
of  debate,  which  late  rules  and  late  restrictions 
hare  taken  away.  We  are  in  danger  of  losing 
the  liberty  of  speech  entirely.  If  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  be  supported,  it  will  indeed  be  the  last 
dying  speech  of  the  liberty  of  speech.  Thb  was 
the  only  mode  left  to  a  member  m  which  he  could, 
without  asking  permission  to  do  it,  present  him- 
self to  the  House  and  to  the  nation.  If  this  be 
taken  away,  a  seat  in  this  House  is  not  worth 
the  haviog-^at  least  to  those  who  do  not  find 
favor  in  its  sight. 

Mr.  Johnson  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph 
and  in  defence  of  th«  majority  and  of  the  House, 
which  never  ought  to  be  subjected  to  the  caprice 
of  any  individual,  as  it  would  be  if  the  gentle- 
man's appeal  was  sanctioned  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Macon  rose  to  speak  to  the  question  of 
order.  He  said  he  had  no  doubt  the  present  de- 
cision of  the  Speaker  was  correct ;  but  it  was 
equally  clear  to  him  that  his  first  decision  was 
a  wrong  one. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  out  of  respect  to  his  friend's 
opinion,  he  would  withdraw  his  appeal  from  the 
Speaker's  decision. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  he  would  Uke  the  oc- 
casion to  remark  that,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session^  he  had  doubted  the  propriety  of  the 
rule  requiring  a  previous  determination  of  the 
House  to  consider  a  proposition,  before  it  could 
be  debated  and  decided.  But  he  was  then  in- 
formed that  it  had  been  the  practice  of  the  House, 
and  to  that  usage  he  had  conformed.  Whatever 
doubts  he  had  entertained  originally  of  its  utility, 
had  been  removed  by  subsequent  experience. 

In  regard  to  the  decision,  requiring  a  second  to 
a  motion  before  it  was  received,  of  which  there 
was  some  complaint,  he  understood  it  to  be  the 
established  practicebf  the  British  Parliament.  As 
to  the  alleged  violation  of  the  freedom  of  debate, 
he  remarked,  that  he  should  be  extremely  sorry 
if  any  decision  which  it  became  his  duty  to  make 
should  produce  unnecessarily  its  abridgement.  He 
was  a  great  friend  to  a  legitimate  and  decorous 
freedom  of  debate.  And  whether,  by  the  House, 
or  any  determination  of  his,  its  liberty  had  been 
infringed,  in  the  instance  of  any  member,  and 
particularly  in  reference  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  the  discussions  and  proceedings  of  the 
House  during  the  present  session  would  illustrate 
and  attest. 

The  right  to  regulate  its  proceedings,  he  ob- 
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served  was  a  right  inherent  in  every  public  deliln 
entire  body.  U  was  a  right  necessarily  attaching 
to  erery  body,  composed  of  human  beings,  inde- 
peodeDt  of  positive  prescription.  It  was  a  right, 
withoat  the  existence  and  exercise  of  which  it 
woaid  be  impossible  to  proceed  in  business  at  all, 
orto  arrive  at  any  conclusion.  But,  strong  as  was 
the  oaiural  basis  upon  which  this  riffht  stands,  it 
did  not  depend  upon  that  alone.  The  Constitu- 
lioo  had  expressly  secured  to  each  branch  of  the 
National  Legislature  the  power  to  regulate  its 
ova  proceedings.  Whilst  in  the  place  with  which 
be  washonorea,  it  was  his  pleasure  no  less  than  his 
duty  to  enforce,  as  far  as  depended  upon  bim,  the 
roles  which  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  Constitutional  power,  had  thought 
power  to  prescribe.  He  could  have  no  interest 
rat  to  perform,  with  the  utmost  impartiality,  this 
trust,  aod  in  doine  it  he  should  always  consult 
everj  source  of  ioiormation  which  was  accessible 
to  him.* 

•NOTE 

from  the  National  MelUgeueer,  of  June  18, 18  IS. 

Some  prbtcd  sheets,  consistiDg  of  an  addiress  of  the 
hoDonble  John  Randolph  of  Roanoke,  to  the  free- 
boUers  of  certain  counties  in  Virginia,  and  of  what 
purports  to  be  the  **  fragment"  of  a  speech  of  that  gentle- 
mtn  delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives^  have 
Men  into  mj  hands.  The  author  appears  to  think 
that  psiticnlar  decisions  of  that  body,  of  which  he 
undertakes  to  present  an  account,  have  unwarrantably 
restricted  the  freedom  of  debate.  However  reluctant 
I  msjr  be  to  ofier  myself,  in  this  way,4o  your  notice, 
wbea  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatiyes  lends 
tbe  hif  h  '^aathority  of  his  name  to  an  incorrect  state- 
Bent  of  a  transaction,  and  which,  by  the  omission  of 
mstexial  circumstances,  exhibits  only  a  partial  view  of 
die  case,  I  think  it  doe  to  the  public,  whose  judgment 
aod  interposition  have  been  invoked^  to  have  the  mat- 
ter set  iuUy  and  accurately  before  Uiem.  It  is  my  inten- 
tion to  aim  at  the  accompUshmeat  of  this  object  It 
is  not  my  parpoee  to  notice  particularly  the  manner 
or  the  substance  of  the  residue  of  those  compositions, 
flow  far  the  political  speculations  and  sentiments  of 
the  sQthor  are  just,  the  world  may  judge. 

In  the  eommeaoement  of  the  observations  of  Mr.  R., 
after  announcing  his  purpose  to  make  a  motion,  it  is 
tnis  that  Mr.  Wright  hating  called  him  to  order,  be- 
cause dieie  was  no  motion  before  ^e  House,  it  was 
■<sted  by  me  that,  as  he  bad  signified  his  intention,  it  was 
QsQsl  to  admit  prefatory  remarks.  Mr.  R.  proceeded, 
tod  having  gone  very  much  at  large  into  the  question 
of  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  the  subject  of 
Uockades,  and  other  topics,  I  left  the  Chair  for  a  few 
Bunnies,  placing  there  my  friend,  Mr.  Bibb,  as  my  sub- 
■titQte.  I  will  not  say  what  was  the  case  upon  which 
tbt  gentleman,  whilst  he  was  so  kind  as  to  represent 
joe,  was  called  upon  to  decide,  my  attention  not  hav- 
iof  been  particularly  directed  to  the  point.  It  is  said 
by  the  *<  fragment,"  and  I  will  suppose  it  to  have  been, 
oa  a  call  to  order  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  because  **  the  ques- 
tisnof  war  was  not  before  the  House."  I  shortly  after 
'enmed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  again  called  Mr. 
H.  to  order,  and  submitted,  whether  he  was  not  bound 
to  specify  his  proposition  and  secure  a  second  before 
^  proceeded  farther.  It  was  decided  that  he  was 
bound  to  state  i^  that  it  must  be  seconded,  reduced  to 


The  question  was  taken  on  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution,  and  lost — yeas  37,  nays  72.  as 
follows : 

YsAS— John  Baker,  Burwell  Bassett, '  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 

writing,  according  to  a  particular  rule  of  the  House, 
if  required,  and  announced  from  the  Chair.  At  the 
time  this  decision  was  made,  Mr.  R.,  had  been  speaking* 
I  think,  at  least  one  hour.  An  appeal  was  taken  to 
the  House,  who  confirmed  the  decision.  He  was  then 
requested  to  reduce  his  motion  to  writing,  which  he 
did,  and  presented  it  to  the  Chair,  remarking  that  he 
did  it  under  the  compulsion  of  the  House,  to  which  it 
was  replied  that  it  depended  upon  his  own  pleasure  to 
withhold  or  offer  his  motion.  After  it  was  stated  from 
Vhe  Chair,  Mr*  R.  was  proceeding  in  his  argument 
when  he  was  called  to  order,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
House  must,  previous  to  the  discussion,  determine 
whether  it  would  at  that  time  consider  the  proposition. 
I  observed  that  that  rule  did  not  apply  to  the  case,  but 
immediately  correcting  this  impression,  it  was  declared 
that  the  House  must  come  to  such  a  resolution,  or  he 
would  not  be  at  liberty  to  proceed.  Mr.  R.  again  ap- 
pealed from  the  decision,  but  subsequently  withdrew 
his  appeal,  and  thereby  manifested  his  acquiescence  in 
it.  The  House  then  refused  to  consider  the  motion 
by  ayes  and  noes.  Other  questions  of  order,  hating 
no  material  bearing  on  this  subject,  were  decided. 

Such  were  the  drcumstancea  of  the  case.    It  results 
that,  between  the  decisions  of  Mr.  Bibb  and  mine,  cer- 
tainly between  my  own,  there  existed  no  discrepancy ; 
unless  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  momentary  error,  recti- 
fied almost  aa  soon  as  it  was  committed,  relative  to  the 
necessity  of  the  House  determining  to  consider  the 
motion.    Not  between  the  former,  because  the  points 
on  which  we  decided  were  difierent.    Not  between  the 
latter,  because  the  first  decision,  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Wright,  recognised  only  the  admissibility  of  prefatory 
remarks,  a  quality  which  those  of  Mr.  R.  had,  when 
the  last  determination  took  place,  long  ceased  to  pos- 
sess.   Two  prinoiples  are  settled  by  these  decisions ;  . 
the  first  is,  that  the  House  has  a  right  to  know,  through  [ 
its  organ,  the  specific  motion  which  a  member  intends  \ 
making,  before  he  intends  to  argue  it  at  large ;  and,  In  ) 
the  second  place,  that  it  reserves  to  itself  the  exercise  ; 
of  the  power  of  determining  whether  it  will  consider^ 
it  at  the  particular  time  when  offered,  prior  to  his  thus 
proceeding  to  argue  it. 

It  would  seem  to  be  altogether  reasonable  that,  when 
a  member  intends  addressing  a  copious  argument  to  a 
public  body,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  a  motion,  he 
should  disclose  the  motion  intended  to  be  supported. 
It  is  the  practice  of  the  British  Parliament,  and  of  sev- 
eral if  not  all  of  the  State  Assemblies,  to  require  not 
only  that  this  should  be  done,  but  that  it  should  bo  sec* 
ended ;  thus  affording  a  protection  against  the  obtru- 
sion upon  the  body  of  the  whimsical  or  eccentric  prop- 
ositions of  a  disordered  or  irregular  mind,  by  the  co- 
incidence in  opinion  of  at  least  two  individuals.  At 
what  particular  period  the  proposition  ought  to  be  sub- 
mitted is,  perhaps,  not  exactly  defined  or  definable. 
Certainly  in  the  courtesy  of  all  bodies  will  be  found  a 
sufiicient  safeguard  against  the  exclusion  of  matter 
properly  introductive,  explanatory,  or  prefatory,  to  the 
motion.  The  line  separating  matter  of  this  character 
from  arguments  in  chief  is  not  susceptible  of  accurate 
description.  It  does  not,  however,  present  more  prae« 
tical  difficulty  than  to  discriminate  between  observa- 
tions which  are  relevant  or  otherwise,  decorous  or  rep- 
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Bdgham,  Epaphroditof  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Goldsboroagh,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert 


rehensible.    When  a  member  rises  to  make  a  motion, 
it  is  indeed  not  often  that  the  rule  is  applied  of  requir- 
ing its  specification,  because  the  necessity  of  such  ap- 
plication rarely  occurs.    Bat  its  non-existence  is  no 
more  to  be  inferred  from  its  non-application  than  the 
non-existence  of  other  rules,  the  actual  enforcement  of 
which  does  not  take  place  in  every  special  case  to 
which,  in  terms,  they  apply.    The  best  demonstration 
of  the  utility  of  the  rule  is  afforded  in  the  rery  case 
complained  of.    Mr.  R.  had  addressed  the  House  not 
less  than  an  hour.    The  general  tenor  of  his  argu- 
ments would  have  conducted  equally  as  well  to  almost 
any  other  conclusion  than  that  to  which  he  was  carried, 
or  at  least  to  several  others — ^to  war,  for  example,  or 
';  some  other  measure  of  a  hostile  character  against 
,    France — that  the  law  of  non-importation  ought  to  be 
repealed  as  to  England — or  put  on  against  her  enemy. 
Any  man  who  will  now  read  seven-eighths,  if  not  the 
whole  of  his  speech,  keeping  out  of  mind  the  motion 
with  which  it  terminated,  will,  I  apprehend,  find  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  conjecture  that  tueh  was  or  what 
was  to  be  the  concluding  motion.    Now  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  the  presiding  officer  (by  the  usages  of  all  de- 
liberative bodies,)  and  moreover  by  express^rules*  of  the 
House  of  Representatives)  to  keep  the  member,  ad- 
dressing the  Chair,  to  the  point    How,  that  ofBcer 
being  ignorant  of  the  motion  intended  to  be  offered, 
was  that  duty  to  be  performed  ?     How  was  the  House 
itself  to  apply  the  arguments  ?     In  point  of  fact,  I  was 
entirely  uncertain  (others  have  assured  me  they  were) 
as  to  what  motion  would  be  submitted,  and  even  afler 
it  was  reduced  to  writing,  it  was  believed  not  to  be  the 
one  originally  contemplated  by^the  mover.    I  think, 
then,  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  there  is  nothing  un- 
reasonable in  the  requisition,  on  the  part  of  a  body  ad- 
dressed, to  illustrate,  enforce,  and  establish,  a  given 
proposition,  that  the  mover  of  it  shall  specify  it,  that  it 
shall  be  seconded,  and,  to  prevent  misconception  of  its 

Sredse  import,  that  it  riiall  be  reduced  to  writing,  and 
istinctly  announced  from  the  Chair,  before  he  ^van- 
ces  into  a  boundless  field  of  argument  Indeed,  I  un- 
derstand, firom  the  address,  as  well  as  from  what  trans- 
pired on  the  occasion,  that  the  real  source  of  com- 
plaint is  not  in  such  a  requisition,  but  that  Mr.  R. 
would  have  been  satisfied  had  he  not,  after  a  compli- 
ance with  it,  by  a  subsequent  refusal  of  the  House  to 
consider  his  motion,  been  prevented  from  continuing 
his  argument 

Various  are  the  expedients  resorted  to  by  delibe- 
rative bodies  to  conduct  the  business  on  which  they 
are  called  upon  to  act  Among  the  instruments  pro- 
vided for  regulating  the  time  of  transacting  it  are  the 
motions  for  the  previous  question — ^to  postpone— to  ad- 


Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Milnoir, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Joae|ili  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Randolph,  William  4teed, 
William  Rodman,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Staart, 


♦  «  When  a  moOon  it  made  and  seconded,  It  riwll  be  stated  bj 
the  Speaker,  or,  being  in  writing,  It  shall  be  handed  to  the  Chair, 
and  read  aloud  to  the  Clerk,  before  debated.'*  «  When  any  mem 
5"  (f  ^' *? 'P^.*^  *"  ***>^  Of  ^^•"^^'•ny  matter  to  the  Houee, 
he  shall  rise  from  hls.ieat,  and  reenectfolly  addreta  himaelfto  Bfr. 
Speaker:  and  shall  confine  himselfto  the  question  under  debate, 
and  avoid  per8onaUt7."~/2tiJet  of  ilu  Houm.  In  England  still 
neater  restraints  have  been  imposed.  **  II  any  manspeak  lmper> 
tlnently.  or  beside  the  question  in  hand,  It  stands  with  the  OnSen 
of  the  House  for  the  Speaker  to  interrupt  him ;  and  to  know  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  whether  they  will  further  hear  him."  «lf 
any  superfluous  motion  or  tedious  speech  be  offered  In  the  House. 
the,pvwiiiiobe  directed  and  ordered  by  Mr.  Speaker."— ira^ 


joum— >to  lie  on  the  table — to  consider.    These  in  some 
instances  are  differently  used  by  different  bodies.     In 
£ngland  a  motion  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day 
puts  by  whaterer  subject  is  under  consideration*  and 
the  rule  is  not  used  there  to  consider.    In  the  Houae 
of  Representatives  we  practise  the  rule  to  consider,  and 
do  not  the  motion  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 
The  object  of  all  bodies,  on^this  subject,  is  the  Mone— 
so  to  arrange  the  subjects  of  deliberation  as  beat  to 
promote  the  public  interest    Their  experience  will, 
from  time  to  time,  suggest  liie  delects  in  pr»-exisling 
rules  and  the  necessi^  of  adapting  new  ones  to  new 
exigencies  as  they  arise.    This  role  to  consider  was  a 
novel  one  to  me  when  I  came  into  the  Hooae  of  "ELep- 
reeentatiTes.    I  found  most  of  the  old  members  ding- 
ing to  it  with  great  tenaci^,  and  sobeeqnent  obeerva- 
tion  has  satisfied  me  of  its  wisdom,  and  removed  whaU 
ever  doubts  I  entertained  originally  of  its  propriety. 
It  has  been  indiscriminately  applied  by  the  Houae  to 
members  of  all  parties.    The  right  of  one  or  two  mem- 
bers to  compel  a  body  to  consider  a  proposition  which, 
on  account  of  the  time,  its  manner,  or  its  matter,  they 
do  not  think  proper  to  deliberate  upon,  can  only  be 
maintained  by  a  reversal  of  Uie  rule  that  the  plurality 
of  the  members  is  to  govern,  and  would,  as  to  that  pai^ 
tieular  subject,  make  the  mover  and  his  second  aope- 
rior  to  the  whole  body.    It  may  indeed  be  alleged  that, 
unless  such  a  privilege  be  recognised,  great  abnee  may 
be  practised — ^that  the  body  may  refuse  to  consider  the 
most  imperious  and  momentous  subject  of  national  in* 
terest    The  dbrious  reply  is,  that  an  indulgence  of 
such  a  privilege  exposes  the  body  to  great  abnae  by 
any  member  who  can  obtain  a  second ;  and,  in  the 
danger  of  opposite  abuses,  it  is  believed  diere  is  greater 
safety  on  the  side  of  greater  numbers.    The  respon* 
sibility  of  a  Representative  body  for  what  is  not  done 
exists  no  less  than  for  what  is  done.    It  is  not*  ^ere- 
fore,  probable  that  it  will  refute  to  consider,  and  con* 
sequently  to  adopt,  a  measure  presented  for  its  deUbe- 
lation  under  circumstances  unexceptionable  as  to  time 
form*  and  nature  of  the  proposition.    The  abuse,  how^ 
ever*  of  a  rule,  in  its  practical  operation,  is  best  teeted 
by  an  examination  of  the  cases  to  which  it  has  been 
applied.    I  will  content  myself  with  that  furnished  by 
Mr.  RAiTDOiiFa's  own  record.    An  extraordinaxy  eee> 
sion  of  Congress  ih  convoked :  various  laws  are  ps— cd 
with  the  avowed  purpose  of  war.    During  tiieir  pen- 
dency, both  in  their  incipient  and  matured  ferms*  the 
subject  is  discussed  at  great  length.    Every  topic  cal- 
culated to  excite  the  passions,  alarm  the  feus*  or  en- 
lighten the  judgment,  is  exhausted.    More  than  any 
other  member  of  the  House  (often,  I  own,  with  admira- 
tion on  my  own  part  of  his  talents,  however  madi  I 
disapprove  his  sentiments)  is  Mr.  R.  patiently  and  re- 
peatedly heard  to  develope  his  views  on  that  solemn 
question.    The  period  at  length  arrives  when,  by  ererr 
previous  indication,  a  declaration  of  war  would  seem 
to  be  absolutely  neoessaiy.    Of  that  very  committee 
from  which  it  was  expect  such  a  declaration  ia  to 
emanate,  Mr.  R.  is  a  member.    It  is  admitted  by  him- 
self on  the  90th  May,  that  6n  the  succeeding  Monday 
it  was  believed  it  would  be  presented  to  the  House. 
It  is  admitted  by  himself  that  it  was  intended  to  be 
discussed  with  ck>sed  doors.    Yet  on  that  day  (the 
80th  May)  what  does  he  attempt?    Forestalling  the 
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Lewii  B.  Starts,  George  Sttllrvan,  8«muet  Tafgart, 
Benj'a  Tallmadge,  Uri  'ftacy,  Leonard  White,  David 
R.  WiOiams,  and  Thomas  WUson. 
^*4Ti^Willii  Alfltonjr.,  William  Andenon,  8te» 

fiieodt  of  tlie  meaaare,  with  open  doora,  without  dia- 
docia;  hia  particular  motion,  he  engagea  in  an  arga- 
ment  which,  after  oonauming  one  hour,  ianow  denom- 
iuted  a  fragment  only ;  and,  when  required  hy  the 
Hook,  rdodtantly  auhmits  the  negmtiw  proposition 
tittt  it  is  not  expedient  at  this  time,  under  existing 
drramstsncea,  to  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain !    Can 
I  be  mistaken  in  believing  that  the  refusal  of  the 
Hoon  to  toiuAAer  such  a  proposition,  so  brought  for- 
wud,  inU  be  approved  by  the  good  sense  of  an  intel- 
b^eatpablic  ?    It  is  said  that  a  precedent  for  auch  a 
motioQ  is  to  be  found  in  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sprigg; 
made  in  1799.     That  gentleman,  when  the  HoUaewas 
in  Osnnittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  atate  of  the  Union, 
offered  three  reacrtutioos,  of  which  one  waa  nagative, 
and  the  odwr  two  affirmative.    The  auliject  bek>ra  the 
connittee  was  the  Presidelit^a  Message  fit  1 9th  March, 
1798.    At  that  time  the  practice  (now  no  kmger  exist- 
ing) prevailed  to  diacusB  such  messagea  in  fili    That 
mesnge  waa  a  war  measage.    Being  under  consider- 
tboQ,  it  was  ^e  natoie  of  an  affirmative  proposition 
for  war,  to  which  Mr.  8prigg*8  motion,  in  the  nature 
of  an  amendraent,  waa  the  negative.    The  message 
waa  the  tnt,  the  primary  subject ;  Ua  motion  was  in- 
cidental and   ancillary.    But  Mr.   R.*s  notion  waa 
piisritive,  and  net  aj^rtunant  to  any  pending  qnea* 
tion.   In  the  instance  of  Mr.  Sprigg,  no  point  was 
made  whether  the  committee  would  consider  the  pro* 
position.    Perhaps,  being  a  direct  response  to  the  mei- 
sage,  they  were  boand  to  consider  it,  or  not  to  act 
upon  the  message.     Out  of  Mr.  R.*s  motion,  supposing 
it  adopted,  no  positive  act  could  grow.     It  would  be  as 
if  the  House  riumld  formally  adopt  an  original  resolu- 
tion that  they  wonld  not  pass  a  particular  law.    The 
cues  of  Mr.  R.  and  Mr.'  8.  are  not  analogooa.    Sup^ 
posiag,  however,  that  they  were,  in  all  their  material 
draimstanoes,  what  would  be  prevent    Only  that 
I  My,  having  the  power  to  prescribe  the  time  when 
it  will  consider  the  subjects  brought  before  it,  has  aeen 
fit  at  one  time  (no  reason  then  existing  against  it)  to 
dehbente  upon   h  question,  which  at  another  time 
(when  there  are  oogent  reasons  against  it)  it  has  not 
tkeoght  proper  to  consider. 

The  right  of  the  House  of  Representativea  to  regu- 
late ita  own  proceodings  is  ^uite  manifest,  whether  we 
advert  to  the  express  provision  of  the  Constitution,  or 
ts  the  nature  and  properties  of  a  deliberative  body,  ft 
»  vndoQhtedly  reaponsible  for  the  aboae  of  that  right, 
noleM  than  it  ia  for  the  abuse  of  any  other  power  witii 
:  vtich  it  ia  invested.  Whether,  in  the  instance  under 
nuideratioiiyit  haa  ao  abuaed  its  authority  as  to  exdte 
>i*rm  or  justily  oensnre,  will  be  justly  determined  by 
t^  candor  of  the  trablic,  to  whom  alone  it  is  amenable. 

H.  CLAY. 

WiiHixeTOir,  Junt  17,  181t{. 

^vm  Me  fhiUmtd  MtelUgeneer  of  June  8, 1819. 

In  the  *«  National  Intelligencer"  of  the  ISth  of  Jmne 
^  appeared  a  production  aigned  **  H.  Clay,'*  whiah 
pvrpofts  to  supf^y  **  the  omission  of  material  dreum- 
"t&acea,  in  reUtion  to  a  late  tranaaetioa  in  the  House 
^  BepresenUtives,*'  and  to  *'  set  iiilly  and  accurately" 
^>^^  the  public  that  matter,  which  the  writer  more 
than  tnainuatea  to  have  been  partiattjf  and  inturrutl^ 
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venson  Archer,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlelt,  William 
W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  James  Cochran,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 

reprttenttd,  in  the  iragroent  of  a  speech  dedicated  to 
my  constituents.  When  this  publication  first  ap* 
peered,  I  was  content  to  let  it  pass  without  notice. 
ne  facta,  as  I  believed,  were  too  notorious  to  be  dia- 
torted.  The  very  drcumstance  that  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  should  feel  himself  re- 
duced to  a  defence  of  his  decisions  in  the  public  prints 
seemed  to  me,  of  itself  ^  enough  to  satisfy  all  reflecting 
men  that  there  moat  be  something  wrong  at  bottom : 
and  my  ambition  did  not  aspire  to  the  honor  of  a  newa- ' 
paper  contest  with  any  man,  however  high  his  dignity 
m  the  State.  1  was,  therefore,  content  to  let  the  mat- 
ter rest  where  it  stood.  But  my  friends  have  urged 
me  not  to  ^mit  this  publication,  although  it  derivea 
ha  aole  daim  to  consideration  from  its  official  char* 
acter,  to  pass  unnoticed,  lest  the  public  mind,  so  habit- 
uated to  authority  f  should  be  misled  by  it.  In  defer* 
enoe  to  their  judgment,  I  enter  on  this  task,  with  a 
reluctance,  the  evidence  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
cold  and  sluggish  manner  ia  which  it  is  executed. 

Of  all  men,  it  especially  behooves  him  who  bringa 
a  charge  against  his  neighbor,  to  avoid  the  error  which 
he  reprehends.  There  is  something  repugnant  to  our 
natural  sense  of  justice  to  behold  any  man,  however 
high  his  station,  or  great  bis  claims  to  knowledge,  re- 
proving in  another  that  failing,  of  which  he  himself,  in 
his  own  person,  aiforda  a  strilung  example.  We  would 
not  endure,  even  from  Solomon  himself — a  king»  and 
the  wisest  of  mankind — a  reproof  to  the  meanest  of 
his  subjects,  because  he  did  not  confine  himself  to  a 
single  wife.  This  repugnance  will  be  heightened  when 
the  example  is  exhibited  in  the  very  act  of^ rebuke; 
and  we  reach  the  last  stage  of  disgust,  when  we  dis- 
cover that  the  accused  is  innocent  of  the  charge  laid 
at  his  door — the  accuser  alone  guilty.  But  I  will  dose 
my  **  prefatory  remarks/'  and  now  proceed  to  specify 
some  of  the  instances  of  omission  of  material  circum-^ 
stances,  or  of  un&iiness  of  statement,  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Clay. 

It  waa  not  '*in  the  eommencemtnt  of  hia  observa- 
tions that  Mr.  Randolph  waa  called  to  order  by  Mr. 
Wright."  Mi.  B.  had  boon  speaking  aoae  time;  had 
read  aeveral  extracta  Irom  the  correspondence  of  oa:^ 
Government  with  its  agent  at  Paria,  and  had  advanced 
oonsiderably  into  the  oaae  of  the  New  Orleaoa  Packet, 
when  he  waa  interrupted  by  Mr.  Wright  The  Speak* 
«c'a  dedaion  that  Mr.  R.  had  a  right  to  praeeed,  inaa* 
much  aa  he  had  declared  his  intention  to  submit  a  mo- 
tion, and  hia  permitting  that  gentleman  to  proceed, 
according  to  hia  own  statementy  **for  at  leaat  one 
hour/*  are  facta  oondudve  of  tho  point  of  ocder. 

It  does  not  baeomo  me  to  question  the  ignoranco, 
pleaded  by  the  Speaker,  of  *«the  case  on  whidi  hia 
friend  Dr.  Bibb  decided,  while  acting  as  his  subatitote 
in  tiia  Chab."  Aithongh  the  drcumatance  ia  oar* 
tainlj  an  ntraoidinary  one,  I  ahall  not  tnainuate  m 
douht  that  the  Speaker  waa  ao  disengaged,  or  engaged* 
while  out  of  the  Chair,  that  he  did  not  observe  an  oo* 
enrrance,  which  attracted  the  general  attention  of  tho 
Houae  and  of  the  spectatoca.  This  Upansaction  took 
place  on  tho  29th  of  May ;  Mr.  Clay'a  publicatiott 
beara  date  the  17th  of  June.  I  cannot  suffidently  ad> 
mire  his  want  of  that  dangerous  quality^  eurietitv, 
manifeated  by  his  refraining  for  three  weeks  from  mfk* 
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John  Daw80n,  Joseph  Desha,  Samael  Dinsmoor,  BUm 
Earle,  WDliam  Fitidley,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholscm, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy» 
Boiling   Hall,  Obed   Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 

ing  himself  acquainted  with  the  decision  of  Dr.  Bibb, 
who  lodges  next  door  to  him,  and.  under  the  same  roof. 

**  I  will  not  say  what  was  the  cas^  upon  which  that 
gentleman,  (Dr.  Bibb,)  while  he  was  so  kind  as  to 
represent  me,  was  called  upon  to  decide" — Mr.  Clay's 
letter,  the  first  column.  Again — **  It  i««ults  that  be- 
tween the  decisions  of  Mr.  Bibb  and  mine,  certainly 
between  my  own,  there  existed  no  dlBcrepancy.'*— 
What !  No  "  dUcrepancy^'  proved  to  exist  between 
an  unknown  and  a  known  decision  1  The  train  of 
reasoning  which  le^ds  to  raultM  like  this  is  a  new  and 
inraluable  discovery  in  logic.  It  far  surpaases  the  old 
method  of  reasoning  from  the  known  to  the  unknown, 
and  is  even  an  improvement  upon  the  modern  practice 
of  reasoning  to  things  unknown  from  things  m«re. un- 
known— ignotum  per  ignotiua. 

Mr.  Bibb*s  decision,  on  the  repetition  of  the  call  to 
order  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  was  substantially  the  aame  with 
that  of  the  Speaker,  on  the  interruption  by  Mr.  Wright 
And,  as  Mr.  Clay  may  not  have  '*  particularly  directed 
his  attention  to  this  point,"  also,  I  beg  leave  to  inform 
him  that  the  **  diserepaney**  between  himself  and  Dr. 
Bibb  may  be  found  m  the  recorded  vote  of  the  latter 
gentleman  on  the  Journals  of  the  House,  afHrniing 
Uie  Speaker  to  have  decided  contrary  to  order.  But 
what  reasonable  man  will,  for  a  moment,  attach  any 
Uame  to  the  Speaker  for  ignorance  of  the  "  dUcrep- 
anci/**  which  existed  between  Dr.  Bibb's  and  his  own 
decision,  when  he  appears  unconscious  of  his  "  dis- 
crepancy" with  himself.  That  he  should  forget  his 
own  repeated  decisions,  on  former  occasions,  is  not  so 
much  to  be  wondered  at,  as  that  he  should  appear  in- 
sensible Xo  the  manifest  fact,  that  twice  within  the 
space  of  an  hour  he  should  have  reversed  his  own 
opinions.    Yet  such  unquestionably  was  the  case. 

On  the  subject  of  those  former  decisions,  I  will  refer 
members  of  the  House  to  the  debate  in  conclave  on 
the  embargo  bill,  when,  at  a  very  late  hour,  Mr.  Stan- 
ford and  Mr.  Randolph  were  both  sustained  by  the 
Chair  in  the  same  right  against  the  impatience  of  the 
House ;  and  I  would  eatt  -the  general  recollection  to 
the  case  of  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  amend  Mr.  Ma- 
eon's  proposition  to  aflford  relief  to  the  people  of  Ca- 
raccas.  In  this  case,  the  Speaker  himself  mterrapted 
Mr.  Randolph,  but  as  soon  as  he  understood  he  was 
about  to  make  a  motion,  withdrew  his  objection,  and 
sustained  Mr.  Randolph's  right  to  the  floor  against  re- 

6«ted  calls  to  order  from  different  quarters  of  the 
ouse.  After  delivering  his  sentiments  on  (he  mo- 
tion which  he  contemplated  to  make,  Mr.  R.  concluded 
by  submitting  it  to  the  House. 

It  behooves  me  to  admit,  Hiat  when  I  presented  my 
motion  *' under  the  compulsion  of  the  House,"  the 
Speaker  did  reply  « that  it  d^iended  upon  my  own 
pleasure  to  withhold,  or  oSu  it,"  which  reply  is  not 
•tated,  it  teems,  in  the  '<  fragment,"  and  appears  to 
constitute  one  of  the  omissions,  on  my  part,  of  which 
Mr.  Clay  complains.  Reader,  I  was  not  unconscious 
of  the  omission  at  the  time,  but  I  had  no  dispositien 
to  inform  the  world,  that  mockery  was  added  to  the 
injustice  with  which  I  had  been  treated ;  nor  can  I 
comprehend  the  interest  which  Mr.  Clay  can  feel  in 
making  the  fact  public. 

There  was  no  compulsion,  mark  you! — *<  It  de« 
peoded  eattrely  upon  my  own  pleasure  to  offsr  liic 


Hawea,  John  M.  Hynemsn,  Rich'd  M.  Johncoo,  Joaq^k 
Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefe- 
ver,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  I«yle,  Tho- 
mas Moore^  William  McCoy,  Samuel  MeKec,  Alex- 
motion  or  to  withhold  it,"  and  iuke  my  aeai  m  ailaue. 
In  Uke  manner  there  was  no  compulsion  uaed  upon 
those  unhappy  people  of  old,  who  obstinately  and  pei- 
veisely  imagined  themselves  to  be  exiled  from  Rome. 
They  were  only  interdicted  the  use  ^S  fi"^^  '^^  tooier 
so  hng  <u  they  ehould  remain  there,  Ko  compulsion 
at  all  in  the  case !  '^  It  depended  entirely  upon  their 
own  pleasure  whether  they  would  go  or  eta^'* — and 
yet  these  wayward  objects  of  the  tender  regard  of  the 
m^ority  iisf  their  rights,  &ncted  themaalviea  undei 
compulsion,  and  vented  Uieir  par^  spleen  liy  leaving 
their  Komec  in  disgwst. 

When  the  decision  wa$  given  in  favor  of  Mr.  Cal- 
houn's appeal  to  the  Chair,  and  the  moticm  was  sub- 
mitted in  writing,  Mr.  Randolph  asked  if  he  wa«  at 
liberty  to  pooced  !  The  Speaker  decided  thet  1m  was. 
Mr.  9.  did  acGordiagfy  proceed  for  eboot  a  minnte, 
when  he  we^  again  called  to  order,  and  the  Speaker, 
declaring  that  he  had  given  a  iMsty  opinion,  revened 
his  dedaion.  From  this  an  appeal  was  taken  by  Mr. 
R.,  but  withdrawn  out  nf  respect  to  his  ^iend,  Mr. 
Macon,  who  said  that  "  he  had  ne  doubt  the  decasioii 
to  reduce  the  motion  to  writing  and  submit  it  (against 
which  he  had  voted)  was  wrong,  but  the  Houce  hav- 
ing e8tabli8hed"-^Here  Mr.  Randolph  interrupted  him 
and  said,  that  out  of  respect  to  his  friend,  he  would 
withdraw  his  appeal.  This  he  did  under  a  mistaken 
idea  that  Mr.  Macon  would  support,  by  his  vote,  the 
subsequent  decision  of  the  Chair.  He  regretted  very 
much  the  withdrawal  of  the  appeal,  when  he  after- 
wards discovered  that  he  had  misapprehended  the 
vote  which  that  gentleman  was  about  to  have  given. 

It  will  nol  escapo  attention,  that  the  faicts  stated  in 
the  ''fragment"  of  Mr.  R.'s  speech  are  few  and  scarce- 
ly aecon^panied  by  comment.  Let  me  recapitulate 
&em } 

!•  The  call  to  order  by  Mr.  Wqght ;  wbcreopon  the 
Speaker  deetded  that  Mr.  R.  was  at  Uberty  to  proceed, 
and  accordingly  he  did  proceed,  **  at  lea«t  one  hour,** 
bj  Mr.  Clay's  own  statement 
.  %,  The  repetition  of  the  call  to  order,  by  Mr.  Gal- 
hopn,  when  Mr.  R.  was  again  aupported  in  iiis  right 
te  the  floor  by  Dr.  Bibb. 

8.  Mr.  CaUiettn's  aeoend  call  to  order ;  ^  wliereupon 
the  Speaker  reversed  his  own  and  Dr.  Bibb's  dedaion.'' 

4<,  The  Speaker's  declaration  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  take  the  vote  ^  to  consider,"  and  thai  Mr.  R. 
W|w  at  liberty  to  continue  his  argument,  and  his  re- 
traction and  reversal  of  that  opinion. 

Let  any  man  read  Mr.  Clay'e  letter  to  the  editor  of 
the  Naiiomal  Intetligeneer^  and  then  pronounce  how 
&r  tiieae  facta  are  denied  or  disproved  1  I  shall  not 
defend  the  speech  againet  the  charge  of  irrelevancy  of 
the  arguments  to  the  motion,  brought  against  it  by- 
Mr.  Clay.  It  shall  defiuid  itself.  Neither  shall  I  stoop 
to  repel  the  insinuation  4M>nveyed  in  the  following 
passage  of  the  letter-^**  efen  after  it  [the  motion]  was 
reduced  to  writing,  it  was  bdicved  not  to  be  the  one 
onginnlly  eonlemplated  by  the  meit!er."  Such  inainu^ 
^Uoiis  it  is  in  •  the  power  <Rf  any  man  to  make.  A 
witty  writer — one  of  the  most  shrewd  obsenrem  upon 
human  life  and  character^— has  said,  that  '*  a  certain 
class  of  pelitidans  should  speak  impersohally,  to  avoid 
compromitment"  Thus,  one  of  this  race  ought  never 
to  say  <*I  hottr  or  I  am  told,  so  and  so:"  bneattce  thn 
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tnder  M«Kin,  Ainoah  Metcalf,  Samiiel  L.  Mitehill, 
JcitBifth  Monowy  Anthony  New,  Thomu  N«wtOB, 
StcpliBii  OrflMbjf  limei  Piokam,  Wiliiam  Piper,  Janes 
PleaMnts,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Richaidp 
•on,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea^  John  Roene,  Jona> 

qaestion  immediately  occurs,  Who  told  you  ?  And 
he  mty  be  called  upon  for  his  authority.  But,  put  it 
ifflpeneaally,  it  U  moH  it  is  reported^  it  is  believed^ 
and  he  is  quite  safe  from  any  such  disagreeable  conse- 
quences. 

The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Clay  speake  of  my  being 
sequainted  with  the  prcjected  measure,  inasmuch  as  1 
im  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
ii  calculated  t»  make  an  impression  upon  persons  uq- 
aqnaintsd  with  the  state  of  affiurs  at  Washingften. 
Most  esftainly  **oii  the  80th  of  May  it  was  not  ex- 
petfed,"  bj  me,  at  least,  or  anybody  else  with  whom  I 
cooverMd,  that  any  such  measure  as  '^  a  dedtration  of 
9u^  would  **  emanate  from  that  committee*"  On  the 
eoBtrary*  "  it  was  eipected''  that  a  confidential  mes- 
Migf  would  be  reeeiTed  from  the  President*  recom- 
meodiDg  the  mettsurs,  and  the  chief  of  my  information 
was  derived,  at  eeoond  hand,  from  Mr.  Clay  himself, 
who,  m  one  of  his  morning  rides  to  Georgetown,  a 
daj  or  two  before,  communicated  the  intelligence  to 
one  of  my  colleagues,  from  whom  I  received  it.  The 
aathority  was  good ;  the  thing  happened  accordingly. 
The  President's  Message  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations;  by  them  to  a  sub-committee 
of  three,  (of  whom  I  was  not  one,)  and  all  the  agency 
which  I  had  in  the  transaction  (even  suhsequentiy  to 
the  linrt  of  June)  was  to  help  to  make  up  a  quorum 
while  the  manifesto  was  leading. 

It  is  not  poeaible  to  make  out  any  odier  differenee 
between  Mr.  Sprigg's  reeelntion  and  mine,  except  the 
substitution  of  Gritt  Briiam  for  the  wonU  **  French 
Bepoblic"  The  circumstances,  too,  were  similar. 
The  minority  apprehended  war,  and  were  anxious  to 
avert  it  from  the  country.  Would  Mr.  Clay's  deci^ 
sion  have  been  affected,  in  case  I  had  added  two  other 
resolutions :  **  one  to  prevent  the  arming  of  merchant 
vessels,  and  the  other  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
coast  !"• 

But  what  at  laat  is  the  true  mustiQn  in  which  die 
public  are  interested  1  It  is,  whetner,  ailer  having  been 
qtiibhkd  into  a  vrar  by  distinctions  between  '*  condi- 
tions precedent  and  conditions  suhseguent,**  between 
**dsfiees  albetiag  ear  neutral  righta  and  deensee  af- 
fcctiag  ov  rights  mwnieipmNy"  we  shall  now,  under 
the  nask  of  form^  be  deprived  of  the  euAilonee  of  fcee- 
dam  of  speech  in  the  popular  braneh  of  the  Legiala- 
tore;  whether  we  are  oontent  lo  he  east,  and  lose  fer^ 
fim  tfaia  invaloable  privilege,  for  some  alleged  watt 
efaioety  in  special  pleading  1 

The  right  of  illustrating  and  entecing  his  raotioti, 
viatated  Jbr  the  first  tame  in  the  ease  of  Mr.  Randolph, 
wu  Uie  last  relic  of  freedom  of  debate,  which  new 
rales  and  forced  constructions  had  left  untouched. 
The  present  practice  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
is  an  anomaJy  in  legislative  proceedings.  It  is  new 
ia  this  country,  and  there  is  nothing  similar  to.it  in 


•  Mr.  9pria*s  nMtioo,  March  SA,  179a. 
Rudv^j^hni  it  is  the  opinion  of  this aosualuse, thsi. under 
exisiiiig  circuowuoces,  ii  is  not  expedieni  for  the  Uniied  States 


to  nmti  lo  war  against  the  French  Republic. 

Re»clv4d,  That  Drovislon  ought  to  be  made  bj  law  for  reeuicv 
ing  the  arming  oi  merchant  vessels,  except  in  cases  whici(ihe 
pnctice  was  beraielbre  permitmL 

Raolved,  That  adequate  pfovision  be  made  bj  law  for  the  pfe> 
teciton  ofoor  ssacsasi  and  the  iateraal  defcacs  of  the  cottauy. 


than  Roberts,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebe- 
ncjier  Beaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Bhaw»  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong, 
John  Taliafono,  Oeorge  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Robert  WhitehiU,  Richard  Winn>  Robert  Wright. 


Monday,  Jane  1. 

Mr.  FiTCB  presented  a  memorial  aud  remon- 
strance of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washiugton 
QOUDty,  in  the  Slate  of  New  York,  praying  that 
"all  laws  authorizing  the  raising  ot  troops,  and 
all  laws  interdicting  foreign  commerce,  may  he 
repealed ;  and  tbat  a  naval  force  may  be  grada- 

■I  .III  I  I  ■...111.     Ill  'HI  »  -  I...  II 

England,  or  in  any  of  our  Sute  governments,  aa  far 
as  I  am  acquainted.  The  use  made  of  this  **  ruU  to 
euDiiiler,  wUeh  we  pvaetice  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentativee,  (whieh  mJe  does  not  exist  in  the  Hults 
and  Orders  el  the  lioase;)  and  the  ahuae  of  thef/ire- 
•MiM  ^ui^ion"  are  utterly  subversive  of  the  righta  of 
the  muority,  fi»r  the  preservation  ef  which,  rulee  are 
chiefly  institufedf  if  we  are  to  credit  a  high  authorityf 
[Mr.  Onslow ;}  the  majority  by  their  numbers  being 
always  able  to  protect  themselves. 

By  these  a  member  of  the  minority  may  be,  and  is, 
prohibited  from  making  any  motion  whatsoever ;  and 
all  discussion  precluded  at  their  pleasure  on  such 
measures  as  the  majority  choose  to  bring  forward.  It 
ia  notorious  that  the  previous  tfuestiont  instead  of  be- 
ing applied  to  its  legitimate  objects,  that  is,  '*  when  a 
subject  is  brought  forward  of  a  delicate  nature,  aft  to 
high  personages,  dtc.,  or  the  discussion  of  which  may 
call  forth  injurious  obaervations,"^  is  brought  into 
play  altogether  on  these  great  topics  which  especially 
demand  discussion )  and  hence  the  recent  change  of 
the  rule  which  requires  a  majority  to  demand  the  "  pre* 
vioua  question,"  instead  of  ^any  five  numbers*^  aa 
heretolore.  Foitunately,  the  Constitution  seeutes  Uiat 
**  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  taken  at  the  requisition  of 
one-filth  of  the  members  present ;"  but  even  this  pro- 
vision ia  greatly  evaded  by  secret  sessions,  which  lock 
the  vote  and  the  subject  from  the  public  eye. 

But  the  practice  of  the  Britbh  Parliament  is  quoted 
in  justification  of  the  conduct  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. I  defy  any  man  to  show  an  instance  in 
which  a  member  of  that  Parliament  has  been  subjected 
to  the  coercion  exercised  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Randolph. 
**  A  motion  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day  puts  by 
whatever  subject  is  under  consideration ;"  because  the 
orders  of  the  day  have  there,  as  they  have  here,  a  pref- 
erence over  ordinary  questions.  But  there  is  no  mode 
in  ^at  Parliament,  analogous  to  the  one  lately  de- 
rised  and  set  up  here,  of  preventing  a  member  from 
bringing  fi>rward  a  motion  on  any  subject  fit  for  legis- 
lative deliberation,  and  illustrating  and  enforcing  it  by 
every  argument  in  his  power.  Such  tyranny  would 
not  be  borne.  Neither  would  they  endure  that  a  mem- 
ber of  the  opposition  should  be  repeatedly  interrupted 
upon  the  same  plea  of  order,  and  by  the  same  member 

t  On  the  Iteth  of  lllaj,  1004.  Is  the  first  Instance  that  I  hare  found 
of  putting  the  previous  qiMStlaa.  Sir  Thomas  Uuleton  was,  thera- 
foiK,  mistaken,  when  he  says,  in  Grey's  Debates,  vol.  H;  page  lU, 
'<  Sir  Benry  Vane  was  the  first  that  ever  proposed  putuug  a  ques- 
tion, whether  the  question  should  be  now  put  1  And  since,  it  hu 
always  been  the  foienwner  of  putUnf  the  thing  in  question  quite 
ouu''^  Sir  Bobert  Uaward,  in  the  same  debate,  aays,  **  This  pre- 
vious qutfstion  is  like  the  Image  of  the  inventor,  a  perpeiuai  dis- 
turtNUice.^-2  Hat—U,  p.  80- 

$8ee  leflhmA's  Mhnnsl,  aader  the  head  of  the  **  Previous 
QuastkHi.'* 
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ally  created  for  tfae  proteetioa  of  cDmmere^.  and 
^  for  the  defence  of  our  towns  and  coasts." — Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ch£VE8  presented  sundry  resolutions  entered 
into  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Charles- 
ton, Sooth  Carolina,  approbatory  of  the  measures 
of  the  General  Government,  and  expressive  of 
their  determination  to  support  such  measures  as 
may  be  adopted  for  the  mamtenance  of  the  rights 
and  honor  of  the  country. — Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  27th  ultimo^  presented  a  bill  authorizing 
the  discharge  of  William  Peck  from  his  impris- 
onment; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  thr  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer, 

Retoivedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  inio  the  expedi* 
ency  of  extending  the  provision  of  an  act,  entitiu) 
"  An  act  granting  further  time  to  the  portluisers 
of  land  in  the  Territory  Northwest  or  the  river 
Ohio,  to  complete  their  payments,''  to  such  per- 
sons as  have  purchased  fractional  sections  ob  the 
river  Ohio,  where  such  fractional  sections  were 
by  law  sold  together,  and  amounted  to  a  greater 
quantitv  than  640  acres. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Clement  B.  Penrose, 
went  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Coounittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  confirming  claims  to  lands 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  founded  o^  warrants 
of  survev  granted  by  the  Spanish  Government  of 
West  Florida.  The  biU  was  reported  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  concurred  m  by  the  House, 
and  (be  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  uble. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel 
Jonathan  Williams.  The  bill  was  reported  with 
amendments ;  which  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

of  the  Court  paity,  after  repeated  dectsions  of  the  Chair 
in  his  fayor.  The  British  House  of  Commons  present 
their  Speaker  to  the  Crown  for  its  (nominol)  approba- 
tion; they  even  ask  for  the  confirmation  or  their  an- 
cient privileges ;  but,  under  this  exterior  of  humility 
and  deference  towards  the  Throne,  they  have  sturdily 
maintained  their  rights  since  the  Restoration,  and  in 
no  legislative  assembly  is  the  fireedom  of  speech  en* 
joyed  in  greater  latitude  or  security.  With  all  their 
venality  end  devotion  to  Ministers,  the  members  of  that 
House  know  full  well  that  upon  the  jealous  preserva- 
tion of  their  privileges  depends  their  weight  in  the 
Constitution.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  an 
American  Congress  shall  be  justified  by  the  public 
sentiment  in  outsunpping  a  British  House  of  Com- 
mons in  ministerial  devotion;  in  prostrating,  firom 
motives  of  caprice,  temporary  convenience,  or  party 
spirit,  any  one  of  those  great  fundamental  principles^ 
without  a  religious  observance  of  which,  no  free  Gov- 
ernment can  endure. 

JOHN  RANDOLPH,  o/*  Rwn^. 
JuxT  2, 18l», 


An  engrossed  bill,  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  **  An  act  for  dividing  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory into  two  separate  govcmments,^  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  ]>. 
Beall,  which  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readinjp;. 

The  report  fiivorable  to  the  petition  of  William 
and  J.  G.  Ladds,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  was  referred  to  a  committee  to 
report  a  bill. 

Mr.  ftuiKOT  said,  that  by  the  provisiona  of  cer- 
tain laws  now  in  ezisteaee,  tiie  Coaaois  and  Viae 
Consuls  of  the  United  States  were  anthorized  to 
send  home  vessels  and  se^ttea  left  deaticate  in 
foreign  ports,  and  that  masters  of  vessels  were 
obliged  to  receive  them  at  a  certain  priee  if  it 
should  not  exceed  tea  dollars  for  each  aia&.  It 
had  been  found,  however,  in  certain  caaea,  that 
the  expense  far  exceeded  that  allowance ;  and, 
from  certain  expressions  in  the  law,  the  former 
Comptroller  did  decide  that  a  sum  greater  than 
ten  dollars  per  man  might  be  allowed  for  such 
servicer  by  the  Department  of  State.  The  course 
of  proceeding  in  such  cases  has  been  regulated 
by  that  decision.  A  new  Comptroller,  however, 
had  given  a  different  decision,  and  had  considered 
that  the  law  precluded  the  allowance  of  more 
than  ten  dollars.  This  decision,  which  the  Comf>' 
troller  had  grounded  on  the  positive  expression  of 
the  statute,  although  it  oftight  be  correct,  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  State  conceived  would  operate  oppres- 
sively to  the  citizen.  Under  these  eireumatanees 
he  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Ruohtdy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any  alterations  are  requisite  m  the  several  acts 
relative  to  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  and  for  tlie  pro- 
teotion  of  American  seamen ;  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

M J88I88IPPI  TERRITORT. 

^  Mr.  PoiNOfiXTsa  moved  the  following  reeolu- 
tion: 

Xu9lmeihytU8ematandHmut9fReprtmUtiii9ei 
ofih€VmiedakMieBofAmurim,im  Cmgrtmmmem* 
Uedy  lliat  the  Legislatuss  of  the  Stale  of  Gaetgia  be 
and  tliisy  aie  hereby,  requested  to  give  their  aaseat,  by 
law,  to  the  formation  of  two  States  in  the  MMs^ 
Tciritofy:  Promied^  In  the  opinion  ef  Coagnv*  a 
division  of  said  Territory  for  that  pmpoaa  should  Im^ 
after  be  ej^edicntk 

Mr.  P.  said,  it  would  be  reeolleeted  that  the 
Senate  had  postponed  the  bill  for  the  erection  of 
the  Territory  of  Mississippi  into  a  State.  The 
basis  of  that  decision  was,  that  it  was  inexpedieat 
to  form  two  States  out  of  that  Territory,  which 
could  not  be  done  without  the  consent  or  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Georgia,  which  he  there- 
fore wished  to  obtain. 

AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commistee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  recovery,  protection, 
and  indemnification  of  American  aeamen. 
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Mr.  Clat  (the  Speaker)  made  a  inotioa  for 
the  Committee  to  rise.  He  objected  to  some  of 
the  pFOTistons  of  the  bill,  though  he  applaaded 
aod  fallf  coincided  in  its  object.  He  suomicted 
to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  whether,  as  it 
was  in  contemplation  to  take  a  measdre  still  more 
strong,  and  which  won  Id  sapersede  the  necessity 
of  the  present,  they  ought  not  to  suspend  the  de- 
cisioo  of  the  weacer  measure  till  the  other  was 
disposed  of.  At  the  same  time,  he  pledged  him- 
sell,  for  one.  if  the  stronger  measure  should  fail 
from  any  caiixe^  that  he  would  agree  in  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  and  afford  any  aid  of  his  to 
make  its  details  as  perfect  as  possible. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  that  even  war  measures 
woold  not  supersede  the  necessity  of  this  bill, 
wiiieh  contemplated  prorisions  for  the  support 
and  remuneration  of  impressed  seamen.  He 
shoold  not.  however,  now  make  any  material  op- 
position to  the  rising  of  the  Committee;  but  be 
aoped  they  would  not  suffer  such  a  stain  on  their 
character  as  to  permit  thousands  on  thousands  of 
their  fellow-citizens  to  remain  in  ignominious 
bondage,  under  treatment  worse  than  that  of  gal- 
ley slaves. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
aDd  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

8BCR£T  SITTING. 

A  Mesaaffe  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  which,  when  opened,  the 
SpEiKER  declared  to  be  of  a  confidential  nature. 
Aod  the  House  was  cleared  of  strangers,  and  so 
renuioed  uotii  it  adjourned. 


T17B8DAT,  June  8. 

The  Honae  was  cleared  of  all  persons  except 
the  Members,  Clerk,  8ergeant-at- Arms,  and  Door- 
keeper, and  the  doors  were  closed,  and  remained 
so  Qotii 

Wbdhbbdat,  June  3. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Fbancis  Cabr,  from 
Massachusetts,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
wail  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  HoQse  was  then  cleared  of  all  persons  ex- 
cept the  Members,  Clerk,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and 
Doorkeeper,  and  the  doors  were  closed,  and  re- 
mained so  until 

Tbobbdat,  June  4. 

Mr.  PoTTBB  presented  sundry  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  expressive  of  their  disapprobation,  gener- 
ally, of  the  measures  pursued  by  the  General 
Government,  and  instructed  their  Senators  and 
Representatives  **  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors 
to  cause  the  restrictions  on  commerce  to  be  re- 
mored  ;  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  proposed 
laws  for  imlposing  direct  taxes;  and  to  oppcMe  all 
measures  wnich  may  be  brought  forward  tending 
to  involve  the  country  in  war.'' 

Mr.  CaiTTSNDBN  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
iahabiuau  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  praying  ^  a 
repeal  of  mil  the  resirietions  on  oommerce,  and 


that  Gtoveroment  will  still  eontinue,  by  fair  and 
boBorable  o^otiation,  to  endeavor,  if  possible,  to 

S'ocure  settlement  of  a  differences  with  Great 
ritain  and  France,  and  thereby  avert  the  calam- 
ity of  war." 

Mr.  MiLNOR  presented  petitions  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  and  oounty  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  county  of  Delaware,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylrania,  stating  their  firm  and  unqualified 
conviction  that  the  United  States  are  not  impel- 
led to  wai  affainst  Great  Britain  by  necessity,  nor 
invited  to  itby  expediency  $  and  that  the  preser- 
vation  of  peace  aod  the  liberation  of  commerce 
from  domestic  restrictions,  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  the  true  Interests  ot  the  country. 

Mr.  RooacAN  presented  several  petitions  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Northampton  county,  ia 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  to  the  same 
effect  with  the  petitions  of  sundry  other  inhabi- 
tants of  that  county,  presented  on  the  eleventh 
ultimo^ 

Mr.  Bakbr  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Jefferson  county,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  expressive  of  their  disapprobation  of  the 
measures  of  the  Government  tending  to  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  praying  that  the  restrictions 
on  commerce  may  be  repealed. 

The  Spbakbb  presented  sundry  resolutions 
adopted  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Rioamond  and  Manchester,  in  the  Slate  of  Vir- 
ginia, expressive  of  their  approbation  of  the  mea* 
sures  of  the  General  Government,  and  declaring 
that  a  prompt,  open,  and  vigorous  war  against 
Great  Britain,  ought  to  be  declared  by  Congress. 

The  said  resolutions,  petitions,  aod  memorials, 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  transmitting  copies  of  a  correa- 

emdence  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great 
ritain  with  the  Secretary  of  State. 
The  House  was  then  cleared,  aod  the  doors 
were  closed,  aod  remained  so  uotil 

Fbioat,  June  5. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thai  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^'  making 
further  provision  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  ia 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana;*'  and  the  bill  "sup- 
plemental to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  for  divid- 
ing the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate  Gov- 
ernments," with  amendments  to  each.  The  Sen- 
ate have  also  passed  a  bill  "  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  ^  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  District 
of  Columbia ;"  in  which  amendments  and  bill 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  And 
the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  disagreed 
to  by  this  House  to  the  bill  "  to  ascertain  and  es- 
tablish the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved 
for  military  bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Continental  estab* 
iisbment." 

The  House  was  then  cleared  of  all  persons,  and 
the  doors  ^ere  closed,  and,  after  remaining  so  for 
some  time,  they  were  again  opened,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 
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Monday,  JuD«  8. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Richard  Cutts. 
from  Massachusetts,  appeared,  produced  his  cre^ 
dentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Wbeato2«  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  New  Bedford,  in  the  State  of  Mas* 
sachusetts,  in  opposition  to  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  pray  ins  that  the  restrictions  on  com- 
merce may  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Chittenden  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  praying 
to  the  same  effect  with  the  petitions  of  other  in- 
habitants of  that  State,  presented  on  the  fourth 
instant. 

Mr.  Crawford  presented  petitions  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  York  county,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  opposition  to  a  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  presented  petitions  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  county  of  Delaware,  in  the  State  of 
rennsylvania,  praying  to  the  same  effect  with  the 
petitions  from  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  eity 
and  counties,  presented  on  the  fourth  instant. 

The  petitions  and  memorials  were  ordered  to 
He  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dawson  presented  sundry  fesolutions, 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Freder- 
icksburg and  Falmouth,  and  their  Tieinities,  ap- 
probatory of  the  conduct  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  ezpressiTe  of  their  opinion  that  war 
ought  to  be  declared  against  Great  Britain.*-Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  authorizing 
the  remission  of  forfeited  recognisances  within 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time  to»morrow. 

Mr.  Gbolson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

ReMoived,  That  the  following  rule  be  added  to  the 
Joint  Rules  and  Ordexs  of  the  two  Houses  : 

«<That,.duringthe  tnunsaclion  of  Legislative  busi- 
ness, the  members  of  the  one  House  shall  be  admitCod 
within  the  other,  although  the  subject  of  deliberation 
may  be  of  a  secret  nature,  and  they  shall  be  subject  to 
the  same  injunction  of  aecrecy  as  may  be  imposed  by 
each  House  on  its  own  members  respectively. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poinoeztsb,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  joint  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  first  instant;  and  the  same  being 
read  the  second  time,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Jon- 
athan Williams  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Wil- 
liam D.  Beall,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed.' 


An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cleoaent  B. 
Penrose  was  read  the  third  time,  aod  passed* 

An  engrossed  bill  confirming  claims  to  lands  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  founded  on  warrants  of 
survey  granted  by  the  Spanish  Government  of 
West  Florida,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  disa- 
greement to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  the  western  bound- 
ary of  the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  miii- 
tary  bounties  allowed  to  officers  and  suldiers  of 
the  Virginia  line  on  Continental  establishment,'^ 
which  amendment^  have  been  insisted  on  by  the 
Senate:  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  ask  a 
conference  on  the  subject-matter  thereof. 

Messrs.  Mo&Row,  JVelson,  and  McKxe,  were 
appointed  managers  at  the  conference  on  the  part 
of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '*  supplementary  to 
au  act  entitled  *An  act  more  effectually  to  pro* 
vide  for  the  organization  of  the  militia  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  '^  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  lo-morrow. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
^  making  further  provision  for  settliof  the  claims 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana"  were  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  discharge 
of  William  Peck  from  his  imprisonment.  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Johnson  offered  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

lUtohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Militarf  Afiain- 
be  inatrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  organize 

additional  companies  of  rangers ;  and  that  they 

have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  othOTwke. 

Mr.  J»  said  he  would  not  detain  the  House  with 
that  detailed  information  which  he  had  received 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  calamity  which  bad  fallen 
upon  the  people  on  the  frontier  settlements,  and 
which  would  be  inore  disastrous,  if  not  arrested 
by  neater  force.  He  would  only  refer  gentlemen 
to  the  public  prints  for  that  general  information 
which  would  justify  his  motion,  and  would  give 
some  idea  of  the  emtent  and  danger  to  be  appro- 
headed  by  the  number  of  the  murders,  and  the 
wide  range  in  which  they  were  committed^, 
branching  from  the  Wabash  in  the  West,  to  the 
North,  and  to  the  South.  He  also  stated  that, 
such  was  the  patriotism  of  the  people  io  the 
Western  country,  two  or  three  hundred  volun- 
teers, men  of  the  first  respecubility  and  character 
from  Kentucky,  had  embodied  themselves,  and 
had  marched  to  the  Indiana  Territory,  to  relieve 
the  people  in  their  great  danger,  and  that  these- 
volunteers  had  gone  at  their  own  suggestion* 
without  reward,  or  the  wish  or  prospect  of  com- 
pensation. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


148$ 


HIBTORT  OJ*  CONGRESlS. 


1486 


JUNB,  1812- 


National  D^ence, 


H.  OF  R. 


NATIONAL  DBTENCK. 

Mr. Pearson  rose  to  make  a  motioo.  Hesaid 
it  was  an  opinion  preTalent  with  many  persons 
io  ibis  House,  and  oat  of  il,  and  the  laws  passed 
at  the  present  session  of  Congress  for  putting  the 
nation  in  a  posture  of  defence,  by  no  means  ren- 
dered such  an  event  i  nap  rotable,  thai  Congress 
might,  at  ao  di»taDt  day,  direct  ao  application  of 
the  foree  thus  raised,  and  the  nation  be  inrolved 
io  seriooc  cooftict  wkh  a  foreign  Power.  A  ques- 
tion, therefore,  nftturaUy  aipse,  Mr.  P.  said,  whal 
progreH  had  been  made  in  carrying:  into  effect 
tile  laws  which  had  been'  passed.  No  questions 
were  more  commoDly  asked,  and  there  were  none 
whieh  he  was  nior«  unable  to  answer  than  these : 
What  is  the  state  of  our  military  preparations? 
How  many  men  are  enlisted  ?  How  many  vol- 
UDteers  have  offered  their  services;  and  wtiat  is 
the  state  of  our  fortifications?^  Therefore,  for 
the  purpose  of  obuiaing  this  information,  for 
himself  and  others,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  would  offer 
the  followirig  resolution,  barely  observing  that,  if 
there  should  be  an  objection  to  making  the  result 
of  this  inquiry  public,  it  migiit  be  communicated 
to  the  House  caofideatlally : 

keni9ed,  Tfa»t  th«  Secretory  of  War  bo  directed  to 
hy  Uian  Hum  Howm  a  etateoaent  of  the  nomher  of 
tioops  winch  have  been  enHstad  for  theaarviM  of  the 
United  8t]itei,  under  the  anlhoritj  of  laws  peaiid  dar- 
ing ths  present  nmman  of  Congress,  designating  those 
eoliited  for  the  old,  and  those  for  the  new  establish- 
ment, tod  the  particular  corps  to  which  lAuey  are  aitoeh- 
ed;  that  he  lay  bofino  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
nombec  of  volunteers  who  have  tendered  their  services 
to  the  Ezecative  of  the  United  States,  in  conformity 
with  the  kw,  passed  at  this  sessson  of  Congress,  au- 
tbrizing  the  acceptance  of  volunteers ;  tbst  he  desig- 
nate the  States  and  Territories  Irom  which  such  tender 
of  lerriees  may  have  been  made ;  that  he  stite  what 
additional  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  fbrtifi- 
cttions  or  other  works  of  defence  on  onv  maritirae 
frontier,  darmg  the  kst  six  months ;  and  that  he  state, 
u  iar  ss  practicable,  the  aetaal  state  of  sueh  fortiflca^ 
tioot  or  woika,  and  the  quantuoi  of  resistanee  they  ate, 
in  his  opinion,  oslcolated  to  afibfd  against  the  attack  of 
tay  BSTsl  Power. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  Houae 
(!o  DOW  proceed  to  the  coosideration  thereof,  and 
determined  in  the  negative— yeas  37,  nays  82,  as 
follows : 

TxAs— John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Rarmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Blijah  Brigham,  Epa* 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B. 
Cooke,  John  Davenport,  junior,  James  Emott,  Asa 
^itch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Qray,  Jacob  Huay, 
Ridiard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis, 
ja&ior,  Nathaniel  Macon,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moteley,  Joseph  Pearson,  'Hmothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Blishs  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qoincnr,  Witfiam  Reed,  Henry 
M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheife^,  Riehard 
Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  hewha  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Peleg  Tallman,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nits— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
▼eoaon  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  JoBiah 
Bartlett,  Burwell  BasSett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WiHtam 
Blacklsdgc,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiaa  But^ 


ler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cults,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Ssmuel  Dinsmoor,  Ellas  Earie,  William  Find- 
ley,  James  Flak,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson* 
Peterson  Qoodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Feb  Grundy, 
Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph 
Le£Bver,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCov, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcsl^ 
Samuel  L.  MitchtU,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens^ 
William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jon* 
athan  Roberta,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong, 
John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright. 


ToEBDAY,  June  9. 

Mr.  MiLKOR  presented  several  petitions  frona 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  PbiU 
adetphia,  and  county  of  Delaware,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  to  the  same  effect  with 
petitions  from  other  itihabitants  of  the  said  city 
and  counties,  presented  on  the  fourth  instant.— 
Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams^  the  House  nro- 
ceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  ftubmittea  by 
him,  yesterday,  to  add  to  the  Joint  Rules  of  the 
two  Houses }  and  the  same  being  again  read,  was 
disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  hill  to  authorize  the  discharge  of 
William  Peck  from  his  imprisonment  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  remission  of 
forfeited  recognisances  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  resolution  requesting  the  assent 
of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  formation  of  two 
States  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  State  of 
Tennessee  to  perfect  titles  to  lands  in  certaia 
cases.  This  bill  was  widely  debated  by  the  Ten- 
nessee  and  Carolina  members,  the  interests  of 
whose  States  are  particularly  involved  in  such  a 
provision  as  this  law  contemplates.  The  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  reported  progress,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  transmitting  copies  of  letters 
which  have  passed  between  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
and  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plea- 
ipotentiary  of  Great  Britain.— Laid  on  the  table* 

W£DNEBDAT,.June  10. 

Mr*  Gray  presented  sundry  resoluliona  adopt- 
ed at  -a  meeting  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  isl^  of  Wight,  in  the  State  of  Virgiaiai 
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declaring  that  a  prompt  and  vigorous  war  against 
Creat  Britain  ought  to  be  resorted  to. — Laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  4fae  House  was 
then  cleared  of  all  persons,  and  the  doors  wer« 
closed,  anil  remained  so  until  the  adjournment. 


Tbubsday,  June  11. 

Mr.  Little  laid  before  the  House  sundry  reso- 
lutions at  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  citizens  of 
Baltimore,  expressive  of  their  sentiments  on  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  their  approbation  of  the  course 
fiursued  by  Congress.  These  resolutions,  not  be- 
n^  addressed  to  the  House,  as  all  matters  laid 
beiore  it  should  be,  were  not  read. 

Mr.  Seybebt  made  a  report  on  the  subject  of 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  Navy 
Hospitals. 

Mr.  Bartlctt  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
JSbenezer  Clifford,  who  had  petitioned  for  the  do- 
nation of  aH  such  implements  of  war  as  he  might 
be  able  to  recover  from  the  bottom  of  rivers,  dbc, 
that  it  was  unnecessary  to  act  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wright  reported  an  act  supplementary^  to 
ihe  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  raise  six  companies  of  rangers  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States. — 
Twice  read  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  ^  to  ascertain  and  establish  the  western  boun- 
dary of  the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  mili- 
tary bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  Line  on  Continental  Establish- 
knent,"and  agree  to  the  conference  asked  by  this 
House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  amend- 
ments. The  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "au« 
thorizing  the  cutting  and  making  a  canal  from 
the  river  Potomac  around  the  west  end  of  the  dam 
or  causeway  from  Mason's  island,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  anu  the  bill  "  for  the  more  perfect  organi- 
tzation  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States;"  with  amendments  to  each,  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  to  the  last-mentioned  bill 
•were  read^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  this  day  reported,  author- 
izing the  President,  when  he  shall  think  it  neces- 
sary, to  raise  four  additional  companies  of  ran- 
gers. It  being  objected  to  the  bill,  that  it  con- 
tained no  appropriation  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and 
some  doubt  existing  as  to  the  sum  which  should 
for  that  purpose  be  appropriated,  the  Committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  let- 
ters which  have  passed  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain.— Ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houae  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  eaelostiig  a  report  of 


the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  on  the  memo- 
rial of  Mr.  Edward  Clark,  as  follows: 

*<  The  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secretair  of  the 
Navy,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edward 
Clark,  with  the  papers  accompanying,  ask  leave  to  re- 
port, as  follows : 

**  Mr.  Clark  proposes  to  constmct  a  floating  battery, 
which  is  to  be  rendered  buoyant  by  empty  Tessels, 
puncheons,  fbr  instance,  enelosed  within  large  chests 
of  timber^  open  at  the  bottom ;  to  be  anchored  at  any 
point,  and  fitted  for  the  reception  of  any  fort,  to  be 
constructed  of  materials  cheap,  and  easily  put  to- 
gether." 

^  The  principlo  on  which  this  species  of  .float  ic 
founded,  b  a  correct  pnnotple  in  natural  philosophy* 
The  doctrine  of  *  specific  gravities,'  establishes  the 
feasibility  of  constructing,  on  Mr.  Clark's  plan,  a  float 
adeq  iiate  to  supporting  a  formidable  battery.  Although 
this  construction  is  philosophical  and  ingenious,  it  ap- 
pears subject  to  two  objections : 

*'  1.  The  liability  of  the  buoyant  power  to  destruc- 
tion by  cannon  shot.  The  disabling  of  a  single  cask 
of  the  capacity  of  1125  gallons,  induces  a  diminution  of 
the  buoyant  power  equivalent  to  one  half  ton. 

*<  t.  The  liability  of  the  casks,  in  salt  water,  to  in- 
jury from  worms. 

**  Improrement  on  &e  plan  might  diminish  the 
fofoa  of  thsse  objections;  b«t,  il  is  doiibted,whetksr  it 
is  susceptible  of  sueh  impieveBieat  as  will  render  it 
prefenUile  to  a  float  coastmcled  whoUj  of  lighl  wood. 

"^  All  which  is  icspsctfoUy  snbmitted  by 

«•  WILLIAM  EU8TIS, 
**  PAUL  HAMILTOA'. 

«  Joya  8,  181S." 

The  report  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Mili- 
tary Committee. 

AMY  BARDIN. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  th«  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Amy  Dardin,  that  it 
is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted.  After 
some  debate,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
their  ogreemeoc  to  the  report ;  which  was,  after 
debate,  concurred  in  hy  the  House.  Fer  the  re- 
port, 64;  against  it,  42,  as  follows: 

YxAs-* William  Anderson,  John  Baker,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blackiedge,  Hanna- 
nus  Bleeeker,  James  Breekenridge,  Elijah  Brigfaam, 
Frsacis  Carr«  Bpaphroditus  Champion,  Laogdoa 
Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clop> 
ton,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  James  Emott,  Wm  Findley,  Asa  Fitch, 
T.  GhohKin,  T.  R.  Gold,  Charles  Gddsborough,  Pet»- 
son  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Aylett 
Hawes,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Williara  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewia» 
junior,  Peter  Little,  William  Lovrndes,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Milnor,  Sam- 
uel L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mose« 
ley,  Hugh  M^elson,  Anthony  New,  Thomss  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jun., 
Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  John  Rhea,  William 
Rodman,  Ebeneser  Sage,  John  Sevier,  Daniel  Sheflfey, 
George  Smith»  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Samuel 
Taggart,  John  Taliafeiro,  Laban  Wheatoa,  Thomas 
Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

NATS-^WiUis  Alston,  jr^  Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel 
A?eiy.  Josish  Bartlstt,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd, 
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Robert  Brown,  William  A,  Bunrell,  Jaiii€«  Cochran^ 
L«wM  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cntto,  Ro- 
ger Davis,  Meafaack  Franklin,  Obed  Hall,  John  A. 
Harper,  Jacob  Hnfty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Aaron  Ljle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  G.  Max- 
well, Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Metcalf,  Jamee  Mor- 
gan, Thomas  N«wbold,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pit^ 
Ld,  jonaor,  WUtiam  M«  Richardson,  John  Roane,  Jon- 
athan Roberta,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneier  BeaYer, 
Jshn  Sfldlie,  Bilas  8tow,  WiUiam  Strdng,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert 
Wbitehill,  William  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  Hoase  reaolved  itself  into  n  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Aeeonata  recommeoding  nn  allewaiice  of  24  per 
cenLoaftlt  moneya  disbursed  by  the  Clerk  of  this 
Hoase  for  contingent  expenses,  and  requiring  of 
that  officer  bood  in  ten  thousand  dollars  penalty 
for  the  faithful  application  of  such  moneys. 

This  report  of  the  Committee  of  Accounts  was 
fioaliy  disagreed  to— and  the  Hottse  adjourned. 


FRIOA.T,  Juae  12. 

Mr.  ^oivcr  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Hooseof  R^preseDtatires  of  Massachusetts,  re- 
moosiratittg  agsiinst  a  war  with  Great  Britain, 
&c^  which  he  r^nd  in  bis  place. 

Mr.  CBrrTBN3»BN  preseoted  a  memorial  from 
997  citizens  of  Vermont,  remonstrating  against 
the  measures  of  the  GoTernment,  and  partica- 
lariyagsinst  an  expected  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  MrrcBiLE.  presented  a  memorial  of  three 
hoDdred  and  ten  of  his  coostituents,  stating  their 
lore  of  couatry,  zeal  for  its  interest,  dtc.,  praying 
that  the  evil  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain  may  be 
irertedf  and  that  Congress  will  exert  their  efforts 
to  that  end. 

Mr.  GaoLaaif,  from  the  Committee  of  daims. 
made  a  report  oa  the  petition  of  Jared  Sbattnek } 
which  was  read  :  When 

Mr.G.  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jared 
Shattnek;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Q.,  from  the  same  committee,  presented  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Murray,  representative 
of  Doctor  Henry  Murray  f  which  was  read  twice, 
aad  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow, 

Mr.  Q.,  from  the  same  committee,  presented  a 
bil!  for  the  relief  of  John  Dixon ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Murray. 

Mr.  G.,  from  the  same  committee,  presented  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  re presenta tires  of  Darid 
Dardio.  deceased ;  Which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Murrajr. 

Mt.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pnb- 
lic  Lands,  presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  "An 
act  giring  farther  time  to  purchasers  of  public 
lands  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  complete 
their  payments." 

Mr.  M.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  making 
further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  reserred  sec- 


tions of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio»  and  to  distrib- 
ute certain  copies  of  the  land  laws/'  reported  the 
same  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr*  Cbeveb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
Treasury  notes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  joint  resolution, 
"requesting  the  State  of  Georgia  to  assent  to  the 
formation  of  two  States  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory  ;"  and  they  hare  passed  a  bill  '*  rurther  to 
proride  for  the  refugeea  from  the  British  prov- 
inces of  Canada  and  Nora  Saotia,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Sbybbrt,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
ascertain  4he  number  of  persons  employed  in, 
and  to  inquire  into  the  state  and  condition  of^  the 
Patent  Office,  and  whether  any,  and  what,  fees 
hare  been  demanded  by  the  clerks  therein,  made 
a  report,  in  part ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  John  Dickey,  respecting 
his  invention  of  a  ahdlon  a  new  principle,  re- 
ported a  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Nary  to  allow  him  the  use  of  a  pannon,  am- 
moaitioB,  and  assistance,  to  make  an  experiment 
thereon. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendmenu  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill.  ^  au- 
thorizing the  cutting  and  making  a  canal  from 
the  rirer  Potomac  around  the  west  end  of  the 
3am  or  causeway  from  Mason's  island,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  report  on  the  petition  of  Darid  Henly 
went  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  referred  to  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
his  relief. 

The  report  on  John  Dickey's  petition  on  the 
subject  of  his  newly  inrented  shell  was  taken  up, 
and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

The  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Com- 
miUee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  appoint  four 
additional  companies  of  rangers;  and  an  appro- 
priation beinff  incorporated  therein,  after  a  short 
debate,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  confirming  claims  to  land 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  held  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  founded  on  British  patents,  not 
rejrranted  by  the  Spanish  Gorernment  or  Gor- 
ernment  of  the  United  Sutes.  The  Committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

Saturday,  June  13. 
Mr.  MiLNOR  presented  several  petitions  froia 
sundry  inhabitanu  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phil- 
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adelpbia,  aad  coantjr  of  Delaware,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  to  the  same  effect  with  the 
petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  said  city 
and  counties,  presented  on  the  fourth  instant. — 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cbevbs  presented  a  petition  of  the  Gfen- 
eral  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  iu  the 
United  States,  praying^  for  such  an  alteration  In 
the  law  relative  to  the  mails  as  wiM  prevent  the 
profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  which  now  takes 
place  in  carrying  and  opening  the  mails — Refer* 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  Troup  presented  sundry  resofuttons  adopt- 
ed at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Savannah 
and  its  vicinity,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  express- 
ive of  their  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
General  Government>  and  of  their  wishes  that 
war  be  immediately  declared  against  Great  Brit- 
ain;— Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  Of  BJward 
Clark,  and  on  the  report  of  the  Secretaries  of 
War  and  Navy  on  the  said  petition  ;  which  was 
read,  and  the  resolotioo  therein  contained  coo* 
curred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Beiolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
vithdrav}  his  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  McKec,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  Indian  affairs,  made  a  report  relative  to 
the  agency  the  subjects  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment may  have  had  in  exciting  the  Indians  to 
hostilities  against  the  United  Stales,  and  to  the 
evidence  of  such  hostility,  prior  to  the  late  cam- 
paign on  the  Wabash ;  which  was  read,  and  or-, 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wrioht,  from  the  Committee  on  Mtlltarf 
Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  for  the  more  perfect 
organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,'*  reported  the  disagreement  of  the 
committee  thereto:    Whereupon, 

ReBolvedy  That  this  House  do  disa^e  to  the 
said  amendments ;  ask  a  conference  with  the  Sed- 
ate upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  amend- 
ments; and  that  managers  be  appointed  at  the 
faid  conference  on  their  part.  Messrs.  Wright, 
Tallmadgb,  and  Lowndes,  were  appointed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  '*An  act 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  confirm- 
ing grants  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
derived  from  the  British  Gbvernment  of  West 
Florida ;  and  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
Committee  beinff  read,  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on,  the  bill  eoncerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday,  June  15. 

Mr.  MiLziOR  presented  a  petition  of  suodrv 
inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
pbia  and  county  of  Delaware,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  to  the  same  effect  with 
the  petitions  from  other  inhabicaati  of  the  said 
city  and  counties,  presented  on  the  fourth  instant. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  petitions  from  sntidry  in- 
habitants  of  Anne  Arundel  eoonty,  in  the  State 
of  Maryland,  in  opposition  to  a  war  with  Gkeat 
Britara. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Rbba,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America;  which  was 
read,  aad  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hurrr, 

Remdved^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
whenever  it  shall,  in  his  opinion,  be  necessary  to 
call  any  portion  of  the  miltiia  into  the  aerriee  of 
the  United  States,  to  make  the  apporttonment  to 
the  several  States  and  Territories,  agreeably  to 
the  last  census  of  the  white  male  inhaoitant«,  be- 
tween the  agea  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years, 
or  by  such  other  role  as  they  may  judge  equita- 
ble: and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill, 
or  otherwise. 

An  engrossed  bill  confirming  grants  to  lands  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  derivra  from  the  Brit- 
ish Government  of  West  Floridai  waa  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  aoain  resolved  itself  in  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wb<He,  on  the  bill  concerning  invalid 
pensioners.  The  bill  was  reported  with  several 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in,  except 
two,  one  of  which  was  disagreed  to ;  when  the 
bill  was  ordered  io  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  waa  reeeived  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  letters 
which  have  passed  between  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  £nvoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plen- 
ipotentiary of  Great  Britain. — Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

TuEsoAT,  June  16. 

Mr.  Chittemden  presented  petitions  from  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  praying 
to  the  same  effect  with  the  petitions  from  other 
inhabitants  of  that  Sute,  presented  on  the  fourth 
instant. 

Mr.  FiTCB  presented  memorials  and  remon- 
strances of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Rensselaer  coun- 
ty, in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  to  the  same 
effect  witli  the  memorial  ot  sundry  inhabitaou 
of  Washington  county,  in  said  State,  presented 
on  the  first  instant. 

Mr.  MoBOAN  presented  sundry  resolutions 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mill- 
ville  township,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  ap- 
probatory of  the  conduct  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  in  favor  of  a  war  with  Great  Bri^io. 
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Mr.  MiLNOR  presented  petitions  from  saadry 
inhabitaBts  of  the  city  and  eonaty  of  PliiladeU 
phta,  and  county  of  Delaw/ire,  in  the  State  of 
PennsylTania,  praying  to  the  taroe  effect  with  the 
peiition  of  sundry  other  inhabitants  of  said  city 
and  coQQties,  presented  on  the  fourth  instant. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions,  resolutions) 
aad  meiDOfials,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
hsbitants  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  fur- 
ther time  to  complete  their  payments  for  lands 
porehased  of  the  United  States. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Poblic  Lands. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Koads, 
made  yesterday,  on  the  petition  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  when  the  report  was  again  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  roesssige  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hpive  agreed  to  the  conference 
tsked  by  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
ameodmeiits  to  the  bill  "  for  the  more  perfect  or- 
ganization of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the 
tJniled  Sutes." 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Preaident  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  a  letter 
to  the  SecreUry  of  State  from  the  Charge  d' Af- 
faires of  the  United  States,  at  London,  acaompa- 
aied  by  a  letter  from  the  latter,  to  the  British  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Afiairs. — ^Laid  on  the  table. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

The  House  resolred  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
Treasury  notes.  The  bill  was  opposed  at  some 
length  hj  Mr.  Ranuolpb,  i|nd  also  by  Messrs, 
Tallmaooe  and  Key  ;  and  supported  bjr  Messrs. 
Chbves,  Nelson,  and  McKim.  A  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Ranuolpb,  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bilL  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  foUowiog  are  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Km: 

Mr.  MeKiM  said,  in  speaking  to  the  question 
immediately  before  the  Chair,  to  strike  out  that 
part  of  the  bill,  that  ^oes  to  allow  interest  on  the 
Dotes  proposed  to  be  issued,  while  they  Ke  in  bank 
at  its  risk,  and  for  its  account,  if  I  am  able  to  ex- 
press myself  intelligibly,  I  will  present  Co  the  Com- 
mittee a  eimple  view  of  the  subject,  that  will  re- 
moTe  erery  difficolty  raised  against  the  provision 
of  the  bill,  DOW  proposed  to  be  stricken  out. 

The  proposed  amendment,  if  i  have  understood 
the  honorable  gentleman  correctly  that  moved  it, 
(Mr.  Ramdolpb)  is  predicated  on  the  ground,  that 
the  notes  are  not  equtl  in  value  to  ^Id  or  stiver; 
and  the  rery  circumstance  of  allowing  interest  to 
run,  while  they  lie  in  bank,  which  interest  is  not 
allowed  to  other  holders  of  the  notes,  the  gentle- 
man eouteods  is  proof  of  the  fact. 

If  the  baok  receives  these  notes,  and  ffives  the 
(SoveniineBt  credit  for  their  nominal  value,  they 
receive  them  as  they  do  satisfactory  paper  from 
iodividuals ;  and  in  either  cas^  the  notes  being  on 


time,  the  Lank  will  have  interest  on  the  money 
so  advanetd  on  notes  not  yet  due.  Individuals 
pay  the  interest  in  adrance,  when  they  receive 
money  for  their  notes,  but  the  Gbvernment  will 
pay  the  accruing  interest  on  Treasury  notes^ 
when  it  pays  the  notes.  This  is  a  perfectly  fair 
business.  It  is  the  business  of  banks  to  mace  in- 
terest on  their  capital ;  and  the  Gkirernment  re* 
ceive  the  full  value  of  their  notes.  The  hank, 
then,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  will 
give  credit  to  Government,  for  the  sum  expressed 
in  the  notes  deposited  ;  and  will  receive  th^  ac- 
cruing interest  on  such  notes.  This  appears  per- 
fectly fair  and  equitable-— it  shows  no  deprecia- 
tion of  the  notes. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  the  Oovernment  thus 
places  its  notes  in  bank,  and  receives  a  credit  for 
their  full  value,  it  may  then  iuimediately  draw 
gold  or  silver  from  the  bank,  to  amount  of  the 
notes  so  deposited — hence  it  is  evident  that  these 
notes,  to  the  Government,  have  been  equally  valu- 
able with  gold  and  silver ;  they  have  placed  it  in 
a  situation,  by  a  credit  in  the  bank,  to  draw  gold 
and  silver  to  their  ataount.  This  can  admit  of 
no  controversy,  it  must  be  evident  to  every  one 
wbo  will  pay  the  least  attention  to  the  subject. 

Mr.'  Chairman,  having  shown,  I  hope  satisfac- 
torily, that  the  notes  deposited  in   bank,  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  will  be  equally 
valuable  to  the  Government  with  specie,  I  will 
endeavor  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee, 
to  an  exhibit  of  their  value  in  the  hands  of  (he 
Imnker;  and  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  find   them 
even  more  valuable  than  specie.    Banks  are  al- 
ways obliged  to  keep  dead  capital  in  tbeir  vaults, 
to  meet  the  notes  they  issue,  as  they  may  be  pre- 
sented for  payment;  and  this  capital  in  tneir 
vaults,  whetner  in  specie  or  in  the  notes  of  other 
banks,  for  which  they  can  draw  specie,  yields  no 
interest,  it  is  entirely  unproductive.    But^  if  this 
capital  in  the  vaults,  or  a  part  of  it,  consisted  of 
Treasury  notes,  they  would  answer  to  the  bank 
every  purpose  of  specie.    Beins  made  receivable 
in  all  duties  and  taxes,  payable  to  the  United 
States,  they  must  have  a  currency,  the  banks  will 
be  able  to  pass  them  off  as  specie,  or,  in  case  of 
need,  to  exchange  tbem  for  bank  notes  that  will 
command  specie,  whenever  it  is  found  necessary 
to  increase  the  amount  of  specie  in  the  vaults. 
If,  then.  Treasury  notes  will  answer  in  the  bank 
vaults  the  same  purposes  as  specie— and  there  can- 
not be  a  doubt  of  it-^then  they  will  be  to  the 
banker  so  much  more  valuable  than  specie,  as  the 
amount  of  the  interest  that  will  accrue  on  them 
while  lying  in  his  vaults.    They  are  an  increas- 
ing property!  by  the  accumulation  of  interest. 
But  specie  is  stationary  in  its  value— while  held 
by  the  banks  it  gives  no  increase.    These  views 
are  conclusive  with  me,  against  the  grounds  on 
which  the  amendment  is  predicated,  and  will  de- 
termine my  vote  against  striking  out. 

Mr.  M.  was  proceeding  to  show  that  the  pro- 
posed Treasury  notes  were  bottomed  on  a  suffi- 
cient fund  to  prevent  depreciation,  but  this  being 
declared  by  the  Chair  not  then  in  order,  he  sat 
down. 
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Oa  mottOD  of  Mr.  Nbwton,  the  Commtttee  of 
Commerce  and  MaDufactarev  were  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  any.  and,  if  any,  what  amend- 
ments are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  sixty-eighth 
section  of  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage;  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Ebenezer 
Cliffords  and  the  resolution  therein  contained 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  to  wit:  ^  That 
it  is  inexpedient  to  pass  any  law  or  resolution  re- 
specting the  subject  mentioned  in  the  petition." 

The  House  again  proceeded  to  consider  the  re- 
port of  the  Conunittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
concerning  invalid  pensioners ;  and  the  question 
depending,  on  the  15th  instant,  to  concur  in  the 
last  amendment  of  the  said  committee,  was  taken, 
and  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
Treasury  notes  was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on 
the  question  of  its  passage, 

iMr.  Wriobt  and  Mr.  Cbbvbb  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  his  friend  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Chbves)  bad  presented  to  the  House  so  full 
and  satisfactory  a  view  of  the  principle  and  de- 
tails of  the  bill,  that  further  explanations  appeared 
to  him  unnecessary;  he  would,  however  briefly 
notice  such  objections  as  had  been  urged,  and  en- 
deavor to  show  they  were  altogether  groundless ; 
and,  indeed,  without  intending  to  impugn  the 
motives  of  any  man,  he  must  be  permitted  to  re- 
mark that  he  felt  the  obligation  of  saying  any- 
thing the  less  imperative,  when  he  recollected 
that  the  opposition  was  confined  wholly  to  those 
who  had  equally  opposed  every  proposition  for 
avenging  the  national  wrongs,  ano  providing  the 
necessary  supplies.  The  alarming  apprehensions 
and  direful  forebodings  which  had  been  expressed 
in  relation  to  the  consequences  of  the  measure, 
were  as  far  from  being  new  as  well-founded.  Sim- 
ilar predictions  were  made  at  the  commencement 
of  Mr.  Jbfferson's  Administration,  and  had  been 
since  regularly  repeated  oa  every  important  ques- 
tion. Ac  that  period  the  people  oi  the  United 
States  were  told  that  virtue^  morality,  and  re- 
ligion, would  be  driven  from  the  land;  that  all 
public  and  private  confidence  would  be  destroyed; 
that  the  Bibles  would  be  committed  to  the  flames, 
and  the  tenaples  dedicated  to  the  Most  High  rent 
from  their  foundations.  And  yet,  none  of  these 
things  bad  come  to  pass.  The  country  had  pros- 
pered beyond  example,  its  civil  and  religious 
institutions  greaily  improved,  and,  but  for  the 
unprovoked  aggressions  of  foreign  nations,  the 
people  would  be  completely  happy  and  contented. 

When  it  was  lately  attempted  to  adopt  a  sys- 
tem of  internal  taxes  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment, gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 


were  violently  opposed  to  it.  Poverty  snd  op- 
pression were  to  be  the  consequences.  Thef  d^ 
dared  the  people  ought  not,  and  would  not,  sob* ! 
mit  to  it.  When  a  loan  was  proposed^tbat  wu 
altogether  wrong.  An  increase  of  the  duties  oi 
imposts  and  tonnage  is  advised — that  would  Dertc 
do.  Now  it  was  desired  to  issue  Treasury  Dotes, 
we  are  told  taxes  ought  to  be  laid,  and  the  feui, 
of  tha  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Mil- 
nob)  are  alarmed,  lest  the  paper  should  depreci- 
ate, and  the  present  majority  be  disgraced.  Mr^ 
B.  said  he  appreciated  properly  the  soliciiade  o^ 
the  ffentleman  for  the  success  of  the  rollog  ()art]f,| 
but  begged  him  to  be  assured  that  they  were  pot 
unmindful  of  their  responsibility  to  the  Datio&,| 
nor  unwilling  to  meet  the  first  award  of  the  peo*| 
pie  on  their  measures.  It  had  been  said  by  tht 
minority  that  the  majority  alone  were  respoasi- 
ble,  and  gentlemen  ought  not  to  be  astonished  3| 
they  consulted  their  own  judgments,  rather  tbao 
pursue  their  advice.  Estimating,  however,  as  be 
did,  the  anxiety  for  levyins  taxes  manifested  bf 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  he  would  state 
for  hi:t  consolation,  that  it  was  probable  he  might 
yet  be  gratified.  Mr.  B.  here  adverted  to  the  ub* 
jections  urged  against  the  bill.  The  House  bad 
been  told  that  the  project  of  issuing  Treisor; 
notes  is  similar  to  that  of  a  man  in  bad  credit, 
who,  in  order  to  borrow,  pawns  his  note,  bearios 
an  interest  until  the  money  is  repaid.  If  he  cook 
not  comprehend  the  force  of  the  analogy,  it  woold 
not  be  considered  strange  when  he  denied  the  pes 
sible  Existence  of  the  case  to  which  it  was  sssim 
ilated.  What!  a  man  in  bad  credit  obtaioiogi 
loan  of  money  by  barely  giving  his  note  parabi 
at  a  distant  day,  and  bearing  an  interest  of  let 
than  six  per  cent. — for  such  is  the  interest  pro 
posed  by  the  bill.  Would  not  the  ability  to  boi 
row  on  such  terms  afford  the  highest  evidence  c 
which  the  case  is  susceptible,  of  the  stability  c 
the  credit  of  the  borrower  ?  Un questionably  i 
would;  and  higher  evidence,  too,  than  any  ma 
in  the  nation  could  give.  Persons  of  the  be 
credit  place  their  notes  in  bank  at  an  interest  • 
only  six  per  cent.,  and  men  of  bad  credit  are  e: 
eluded.  As,  therefore,  the  Government  woo 
pay  an  interest  of  only  five  and  two-fifths  p 
cent.,  the  anccesa  of  the  measure  will  prove  th 
its  credit,  ao  far  from  being  analogous  to  the  ct 
which  had  been  mentioned,  is  better  than  that 
any  individual,  however  wealthy  and  respectab 
It  had  also  been  said,  that  to  authorize  the  pi 
posed  notes  to  be  deposited  in  banks,  and  todri 
in  return  their  notes,  was,  in  itaelf,  to  deprecii 
the  paper  of  the  United  States.  What  is  t 
fact  ?  We  want  five  milliona  of  dollars,  said  ft 
B.,  and  propose  issuing  promissory  notes  to  tl 
amount,  payable  in  twelve  months,  with  an  int 
est  of  five  and  two-fifths  per  cent.  Supposi 
the  whole  taken  by  banks,  and  their  paper 
ceived  in  return,  still  that  would  be  no  deprec 
tion.  The  distinction  which  diaclosesa  pro 
view  of  the  argument*  seems  to  have  been  ov 
looked.  The  notes  of  the  United  States  will 
payable  one  year  after  date,  those  of  the  bai 
are  payable  on  demaod;  act,  ia.fact,  ready  mon 
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ind  the  exchao^  affords  no  more  erideaee  of  de- 
preciated credit,  than  if  ao  individual  should  give 
}Qe  hundred  dollars  in  gold  or  silver  for  the  same 
imouQt  of  Treasury  notes.  The  object  is,  to  ob- 
laio  money  at  the  proposed  interest,  and  whether 
I  be  had  from  banks  or  individuals  is  perfectly 
inmaterial. 

We  are  also  told^  said.  Mr.  B.,  that  the  people 
ire  prejudiced  against  such  carreacy,  and  will 
lot  receive  the  notes.  Where  is  the  evidence  ? 
s  it  to  be  found  in  the^general  circulation  of  bank 
)ote$;  or,  on  the  contrary,  does  not  the  general 
;oD6dence  reposed  in  that  species  of  paper  prove 
precisely  the  reverse — that  there  exists  no  sach 
irejadice?  Money  is  not  a  consumarhle  article. 
( is  used  for  the  payment  of  debu  and  the  pur- 
ihase  of  supplies.  A  medium  which  will  attain 
hese  objects  in  an  equal  degree,  answers  the  pur- 
KMes  of  money,  as  do  bank  bilUt.  While  these 
freasury  notes  will  be  thus  circulated,  they 
fill  pSssess  several  advantages  over  bank  paper. 
rhey  draw  interest  at  the  rate  of  one  and  a  naif 
ler  cent,  per  day  for  every  hundred  dollars. 
fbey  will  be  receivable  for  all  debts  due  the 
Jailed  States.  Bank  notes  are  not  so.  Hence 
here  will  be  a  demand  for  them  throughout  the 
Toiled  States,  and,  consequently,  their  curreney 
rill  oot  be  confined  to  a  particular  section  only. 
>uch  is  not  the  case  with  bank  notes,,  as  everv 
^tleman  who  has  travelle  I  must  have  ezperi- 
aced.  These  notes  have  been  purposely  com* 
ared  to  £xcbequer  bills  in  England,  and  gentle- 
lea  insist  that,  in  order  to  prevent  depreciation, 
re  should  do  as  is  done  there,  lay  taxes,  and  pro* 
ide  a  fund  specially  for  their  reimbursement. 
fr.  B.  said  that  the  payment  of  Exchequer  bills 
ever  had  been,  ai  any  time,  so  well  secured  as 
iiat  of  the  bills  we  now  propose  to  issue.  Nor 
I  it  true  that  a  particular  iiind  is  always  set  apart 
)r  their  reimbursement.  They  were  originallv 
tsoed  on  the  credit  of  Oovernment  alone,  and  it 
ras  not  nntil  that  credit  was  impaired  by  a  want 
f  punctuality  in  the  fulfillment  of  eogagemeau 
lat  it  became  aecesaary  to  mortgage  particular 
ipds.  Like  aa  individual  in  good  credit^  the 
videoce  of  the  debt  only  was  required;  but 
ace.  like  a  man  in  bad  credit,  it  became  iodis- 
easable  to  give  security  in  the  shape  of  motU 
1^^.  Now,  however,  such  seenrity  is  mora  a 
istter  of  form  than  reality,  inasmuch  as  the  fund 
ledged  is  known  to  be  uniformly  insufficient. 
od,  indeed,  it  is  not  unusual  at  this  time  to  issue 
(chequer  bills  without  assigning  any  particular 
lad  for  their  payment.  During  the  administfi* 
00  of  the  late  Mr.  Pitt,  they  were  issued  to  an 
aosnally  large  amount,  with  no  other  pledge 
AQ  the  promise  of  Gtovernment  that  they  should 
i  paid  when  due,  and  if  not  so  paid,  that  they 
(onld  be  receivable  in  taxes  for  the  succeeding 
?ftr.  The  Treasury  notes  will  have  two  obvi- 
is  advantages  over  the  Exchequer  bills,  one 
rising  from  the  superior  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ent  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  from 
leir  beinff  receivable  in  payment  of  duties,  sales 

public  lands,  and  all  debts  due  the  United 
tates.    Here  there  is  the  security  for  their  leim* 


bursement  ;'a  security  as  perfect  as  could  be  ra- 
tionally required.  This  paper  will  be  preferred 
to. the  public  stocks,  because  thus  receivable,  and 
because,  while  it  answers  the  purposes  of  gold 
and  silver,  it  is  constantly  productive  by  tbe  in- 
terest daily  accruing.  So  far  as  the  Gk>vernmeot 
is  concerned,  it  is  preferable  to  ordinary  loans, 
because  they  take  the  amount  borrowed  out  of 
the  usual  channel  of  circulation,  thereby  increas- 
ing the  demand  for  money,  and  enhancing  the 
rate  of  interest ;  while  the  Treasury  notes,  being 
an  additional  medium  thrown  into  circulation, 
equal  to  their  whole  amount,  diminish  the  de- 
mand for  money,  and  lower  the  rate  of  interest. 
There  is  another  advantage  arising  from  the  oir- 
cumstance  that  these  bills  will  be  issued  from 
time  to  time,  according  to  the  wants  of  Govern- 
ment, while  a  loan  for  the  year  is  obtained  before 
the  money  is  immediatel|r  wanted,  and  necessa* 
rily  bears  an  interest  of  six  per  cent. 

Another  objection,  however,  said  Mr.  B.,  has 
been  urged,  which,  although  destitute  of  founda- 
tion, is  calculated  more  than  probably  anj  other 
to  present  this  bill  to  the  public  in  an  odious  as- 
pect. It  is,  that  the  proposed  paper  is  the  same 
as  the  old  Continental  money,  and  will,  like  that, 
depreciate  in  value.  In  what  respect,  he  would 
ask,  consisted  that  similitude?  In  nothing,  ex- 
cept that  that  waa  paper,  and  so  is  this;  and  so 
is  bank  notes,  and  all  notes.  Are  all  notes  there- 
fore tbe  same  ?  The  old  Congress  issued  paper 
not  bearing  interest,  called  Continental  money, 
which  entitled  the  holder  to  the  sum  expressed  on 
the  face,  without  any  pledge  to  reimburse  at  a 
given  time,  and  known  to  be  unable  to  give  such 
pledge,  being  altogether  dependent  for  resources 
on  the  respective  States,  whom  they  had  not  the 
power  to  control.  That  pup^r  depreciated,  as  was 
to  be  expected ;  so  did  their  loan  office  certificates; 
and  gentlemen,  may,  with  as  much  propriety,  as- 
sert that  tbe  present  stock  of  the  United  States 
is  the  old  loan  office  certificates.  What  are  the 
eircunstances  under  which  we  are  now  proposing 
to  issue  Treasury  notes  ?  The  credit  of  this  Gov- 
emnent  is  above  suspicion,  its  power  to  raise  rev- 
enue complete,  and  its  ability  to  pay  the  debts  a£ 
the  Unitra  States  undoubted.  And,  while  the 
proposed  notes  are  made  payable  one  year  after 
the  date  of  their  issue,  bearing  an  interest  of  near 
six  per  cent.,  they  may  be  paid  into  the  puUie 
treasury  at  any  time,  as  gold  or  silver.  The  dif- 
ference between  this  currency  and  tbe  old  Conti- 
nental moncj  appeared  to  him  so  obvious  that  he 
considered  iurtner  illustration  unnecessary.  It 
was,  at  least,  as  wide  as  between  the  note  of  a 
man  not  worth  a  cent,  and  that  of  the  most 
wealthy  and  punctual  individual  in  the  nation. 

Mr.  B.  noticed  some  other  views  which  had 
been  presented  in  opposition  to  tbe  bill,  and  con- 
cluded by  expressing  his  perfect  conviction    of 
the  propriety  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Pitkin  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bilL 

Mr.  McKiM  said — Mr.  Speaker,  those  gentl<^ 
men  who  have  uniformly  opposed  war,  %nd  every 
preparation  for  war,  have  acted  consistently  in 
opposing  this  bill,  because  it  is  a  means  of  rai»- 
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log  moDejr  to  carrjr  on  war;  and  to  those  who 
have  thus  acted,  it  is  unneceasar/  to  say  anything. 
But  I  will  Duke  a  few  observations  for  those  gen- 
tlemen who  have  acted  with  us  on  questions  con- 
nected with  war  I  will  not  attempt  to  answer 
the  arguments  that  have  fallen  from  gentlemen 
on  the  subject  of  the  bill,  because  they  have  all 
been  directed  against  war,  and  cot  against  the 
bill  as  a  means  of  raising  money,  except  what 
has  gone  to  show  that  the  notes  are  not  bottomed 
on  any  speci6c  fund,  and  that  they  will  depreci- 
ate. On  the  subject  of  the  bill,  I  will  endeavor 
to  exhibit  my  views  to  the  House,  without  at- 
tempting to  follow  gentlemen  in  the  range  they 
have  taken. 

Mr.  Speaker,  considering,  as  I  do,  that  war  is 
unavoidable;  that  we  are  on  the  very  brink  of 
war;  and  must  meet  it,  however  reluctantly,  I 
have  gone  on  to  vote  for  every  measure  of  prep- 
aration for  war,  and  have  pledged  myself  to  vote 
for  the  means  of  meeting  the  expense  of  carrying 
it  on.  War  cannot  be  carried  on  without  money ; 
the  Government  must  have  money;  and  only 
two  modes  of  raising  the  necessary  money  have 
yet  been  suggested,  viz :  by  taxes,  or  by  loans.  In 
the  war  now  contemplated,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  resort  to  both  these  resources.  Nations  older, 
and  probably  wiser  than  the  United  States,  have 
thought  it  prudent  not  to  press  on  their  subjects 
by  taxes,  the  entire  expense  of  the  war  as  it  goes 
on ;  but  by  loans  to  meet  their  present  demands  ; 
putting  off  the  payment  of  part  of  the  war  ex- 
penses to  a  period  of  peace,  {wying  on  the  part 
borrowed  no  more  than  the  interest  during  the 
period  of  the  war.  This  is  a  prudent  arrange- 
ment, and  the  United  States  have  adopted  this 
course.  They  propose  to  raise  by  taxes  part  of 
the  expense  of  the  war,  and  to  borrow  lor  the 
residue. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Treasury  notes  proposed  by 
the  bill  to  be  issued,  will  operate  as  a  loan  to  the 
Ctoverament ;  and,  however  we  may  perplex  our- 
selves with  the  name,  they  are  nothing  more  nov 
less  than  a  loan.  The  Qovernment  issues  these 
notes,  payable  at  a  future  day,  and  bearing  inter- 
est ;  it  passes  them  off  in  payment  of  itn  debto, 
exchanges  them  for  cash,  or  for  necessary  sup- 
plies to  carry  on  the  war.  The  Government  is 
thus  furnished  with  means,  by  the  agency  of  these 
notes,  to  carry  on  the  war.  But  it  is  only  bor- 
rowed ;  the  amount  of  the  notes  issued,  when  the 
term  of  the  credit  has  expired,  will  still  be  owing 
by  the  Government;  but,  if  necessary,  the  pay- 
ment may  be  further  extended  by  the  same  means 
it  was  at  first  put  oi^  and  the  Government  may 
in  this  manner,  by  the  credit  of  notes  issued  on 
its  authority,  anticipate  the  resources  of  future 
years,  and  bring  its  remote  resources  into  present 
use  and  operation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  bill  contemplates  a  partic- 
ular mode  of  borrowing  money,  not  much  known 
in  this  country,  and  the  €bvernment  have  deter- 
mined to  rely  on  loans  for  part  of  its  supplies,  I 
will  compare  this  mode  of  borrowing  with  the 
usual  and  ordinarv  mode,  and  present  to  the 
House  my  viewa  oi  their  reapective  merits.    In 


the  usual  mode  of  effectinp;  loans  to  any  coDsid* 
erabie  extent,  the  circulating  mediom  must  nt- 
cessarily  be  checked  and  impeded  in  its  conm 
and  thrown  oat  of  cireolation  first  by  prepara- 
tion for  the  loan.    Those  who  have  it  in  view 
to  subscribe  to  the  loan  must,  beforehand,  prepare 
to  make  their  payments  by  laying  up  mooe^ as 
it  comes  to  their  hands,    it  cannot  be  supposed 
that  the  eleven  millions  of  dollars  now  rtqnini 
can  be  paid  in  without  some  previous  prepara- 
tion ;  without  considerable  sums  being  laid  up 
for  a  time,  and  taken  out  of  circulation.   Again. 
a  considerable  sum  will  be  kept  out  of  circula- 
tion after  the  loan  is  paid  into  the  public  tretsurj, 
between  the  time  it  is  paid  in.  and  the  time  it 
may  be  re-issued  in  payment  of  the  pabiic  ex- 
penses of  the  nation.    During  the  whole  of  (bii 
period,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  loan,  if  bor- 
rowed in  the  ustul  way,  must  lie  UDOceiipied.aod 
cease  to  perform  its  functions  as  a  circolatiD' 
medium,  and  consequently,  the  Qovemmeni  will 
lose  a  considerable  snm  in  dead  interest,  paidfoi 
money  thus  lying  unoeeiipfied  in  the  public  treas' 
ury,  and  individuals  suffer  by  this  cheek  of  its 
circulation.    Mr.  Speaker,  these  checks  given  to 
the  circulation  of  money  by  the  nsual  mode  of 
effecting  loans,  may  be  productive  of  the  idosI 
mischievous  consequences.  Throwing  large  soou 
of  money  out  of  circulation,  as  I  have  shovD.>i 
a  time  when  it  is  most  wanted  to  sosuin  the  bar 
dens  necessarily  imposed  by  a  state  of  war,  qm) 
produce  the  most  serious  evils.    When  contribQ 
tions  and  taxes  are  called  for  to  support  the  wai 
the  people  will,  by  this  mode  of  borrowiog,  bi 
rendered  less  able  to  pay,  and  to  bear  the  bordeDi 
imposed  by  the  money  that  will  necessarily  o 
thrown  out  of  circulation  and  use;  while  bor 
rowing  by  a  judicious  use  of  Treasury  notes,  a 
proposed  by  the  bill  before  the  House,  will  bar 
a  directly  opposite  effect.    Here  the  loan  is  idm 
by  an  issue  of  a  circulatiDg  paper  tbat,-inmaD 
transactions,  will  have  all  the  effect  of  mooe; 
The  notes  on  time,  bearing  Interest,  are  issued  i 
payment  hj  the  Government,  or  excbangedf< 
cash,  from  lime  to  time,  as  the  wants  of  theOo^ 
ernment  may  require.    In  this  mode  of  borroi 
ing,  there  will  be  no  payment  of  dead  interests 
money  not  in  use.    The  notes  will  not  be  isfl» 
until  they  are  wanted  to  pay  debts,  or  purcbt 
supplies,  or  as  they  may  be  placed  in  baab  i 
small  parcels,  and  the  amount  immediately  pl><^< 
to  the  credit  of  the  Government.    This  mode 
borrowing  has  the  advantage,  not  only  of  dra* 
ing  no  money  from  the  lenders  to  pay  the  loi 
but  gives  to  the  community  an  increased  circoi 
tion  of  money,  whereby  they  are  enabled  to  p 
other  contributions,  and  sustain  the  bordeos  ii 
posed  by  the  war.    With  the  demand  for  suppii* 
It  gives  the  ability  to  pay  by  the  paper  it  issues 
those  who  lend. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  may  be  supposed  by  gentleffi 
that  withdrawing  ten  or  eleven  millions  of  d 
lars  occasionally  from  circulation,  for  a  short  | 
riod.  can  have  no  material  eflect  on  the  pecQ 
ary  concerns  of  the  country ;  and  it  is  the  pr 
tical  man  only,  who  has  feii  their  pressure  in  i 
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maoagemeDt  of  his  own  concerns,  tbat  can  duljr 
appreciate  the  evils  that  may  reault  from  them. 
It  is  the  circulatiog  medium  of  the  country  tbat 
stamps  a  value  on  the  produce  of  our  soil  and  of 
our  labor.  It  is  this  medium  that  gives  life  and 
aciiritpo  the  industry  of  the  nation,  and  energy 
to  (he  operations  of  war ;  and  it  is  essential  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation  that  this  medium  be  kept 
io  constant  action.  If  it  be  checked  or  impeded 
in  its  circalation,  it  paralyzes  industry,  deranges 
the  best  coocerted  schemes,  and  involves  many 
iD  distress  aod  ruin.  The  circulating  medium  of 
the  country,  which  gives  an  impulse  to  all  its 
active  operations,  should  flow,  as  ao  the  waters  of 
a  river,  with  an  even,  unabatiog  current,  giving 
life,  comfort,  and  activity  to  the  numerous  tribes 
that  iobabit  within  its  borders;  and  not  as  the 
waters  of  a  rivulet,  that  occasionally  are  dried  up^ 
leaving  its  puny  inhabitants  to  languish  and  to  die. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  said  by  gentlemen  that  these 
Doles  are  to  be  issued  without  any  fund  being  ap- 
propriated for  their  redemption,  and  that  they 
will  depreciate.  I  Jo  not  mean  to  contend  that 
tbejrare  directly  bottomed  on  any  specific  fund 
pledged  for  their  redemption  ;  but,  iodirectly,  the 
entire  daties  and  taze»  of  tue  year  are  pledged 
for  their  redemption.  They  are  made  receivable 
io  payment  of  all  duties  and  taxes  due  to  the 
Uoued  States.  The  Government  is  bound  to  re- 
ceive them  when  offered  in  such  payments,  and 
when  received  by  the  Government  in  payment 
they  are  redeemed.  Here,  then,  is  a  mode  of  re- 
demption; away  in  which  the  holder  may  re- 
deem them  himself  by  paying  them  in  duties  or 
taxes,  or  placing  them  in  the  hands  of  some  one 
who  will  pay  tbero  in.  He  need  not  take  the 
trouble  of  applying  to  the  Government  for  their 
redemption ;  it  is  placed  in  the  power  of  the  holder 
to  effect  it  at  pleasure.  The  amount  of  notes  to 
be  i^ued  caouot  exceed  five  millions  of  dollars, 
tod  the  duties  alone,  for  the  ensuing  year,  are 
estimated  at  eight  millions,  so  that  this  indirect 
pledge  for  their  redemption,  if  resorted  to,  will  be 
more  than  sufficient  for  their  entire  redemption. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  mode  of  redemption  was 
Qot  provided,  I  doubt  whether  the  notes  would 
^epreciate.  They  are  to  be  issued  on  the  author- 
ity of  the  Government.  The  faith  of  the  Gov- 
sroment  is  pledged  for  their  redemption.  This 
faith  has  never  Been  violated.  In  all  its  pecuni- 
^y  iraosactions,  it  has  maintained  the  most  scru- 
puloos  good  faith  and  unblemished  credit;  and 
its  resoorces  are  ample ;  they  are  beyond  those  of 
^oy  other  nation.  It  has  immense  sources  of 
reTenoe  in  unimproved  lands,  a  productive  culti- 
vation, an  extensive  .commerce,  an  enterprising 
people,  and  an  unlimited  right  ot  taxation.  With 
these  resources  the  notes  cannot  depreciate  until 
those  who  administer  the  Government  shall  cease 

to  be  concert! ed  for  the  honor  and  interests  of  the 

nation. 

Mr.  GoLo.— I  shall  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  trespass 
Qpon  the  time  of  the  House,  in  discussing  the  vari- 
ous topics,  in  detail,  which  have  been  brought 
tQio  debate  on  this  bill ;  I  will  briefly  assign  the 
leasons  why  1  cannot  yield  the  bill  my  support. 


Public  credit  is  to  a  nation  wealth;  it  is  its 
mines — its  security  in  peace — its  sinews  in  war—- 
is  with  difiiculty  established ;  preserved  only  by 
constant  care,  and  easily  abused  and  lost.  The 
bill  now  under  consideration,  and  ^he  bill  hereto- 
fore passed,  authorize  a  loan,  at  once,  of  sixteen 
million  dollars,  and  without  m  pledge  of  any  Bjt9- 
cific  funds  for  the  repayment* 

The  five  millions  to  be  borrowed  under  this  bill 
are  to  be  repaid  at  the  expiration  of  one  year.  I 
cannot,  Mr.  Speaker,  dissemble  my  concern  for 
the  public  credit ;  I  do  believe  the  revenue  of  the 
country  will  not  meet  the  engagement,  and  that 
the  public  securities  to  be  issuecTon  the  loan  will 
suffer  depreciation.  Let  us  not,  sir,  flatter  our<- 
selves  that  we  have  discovered  anything  new  in 
finance }  we  must  continue  to  plod  on  in  the 
beaten  track  of  old  Governments;  and  the  rule 
adopted  by  all  wise  nations,  and  sanctioned  by 
the  writers  on  political  economy,  to  assign  and  set 
apart  specific  funds  for  the  public  loans,  will  be 
found  as  indispensable  in  America  as  in  Europe, 
to  guard  and  protect  the  faith  of  Government. 
Any  occasional  deviations  to  be  found  in  the  his* 
torv  of  finance,  do  not  subvert  the  rule  or  essen- 
tially impair  its  authority.  Government,  over 
which  the  public  creditor  has  no  compulsorjr 
power,  ought  to  be  as  cautious  as  Ulysses,  how  it 
trusts  itself  to  the  temptations  of  a  future  day,  to 
the  exigency  of  the  moment,  which  may  divert  the 
revenue  from  the  public  creditors  to  the  subse- 
quent demands,  termed  the  necessities  of  the 
States.  It  ought,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  by  a  spe^ 
cifie  pledge  or  mortgage  of  funds,  to  bind  up  its 
own  hands;  to  give  to  its  engagement  the  form 
and  security,  in  a  degree,  of  the  private  contract 
of  individuals,  which  it  cannot  violate  without 
encountering  the  reproach  of  the  moral  world. 

All  public  loans  should  be  a  mere  anticipation 
of  revenue;  the  funds  should  be  first  provided, 
and  the  receipt  may  then  be  anticipated.  It  is  in 
vain  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mary* 
land  (Mr.  Wriobt)  ^rings  to  his  support  the 
high  political  standing  of  the  country ;  bur  free 
Constitution ;  our  privileges  and  chartered  rights ; 
the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  affections  of  the  people 
to  the  Government:  on  these  he  relies  as  a  secu- 
rity for  satisfying  the  public  engagements,  and 
for  warding  off  uom  Treasury  notes  the  fate  of 
Continental  money.  Does  not  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman perceive,  that  all  that  the  inspiration  of 
the  crisis,  the  holy  fire  of  patriotism  could  achieve, 
even  the  aid  of  taxes  to  the  utmost  ability  of 
the  country,  was  tried  in  the  days  of  Continental 
money,  and  tried  in  vain ;  all  was  evanescent  and 
insufficient  for  discharging  the  public  engage- 
ments; and  the  fate  of  Continental  money  ought 
to  be  a  warning  and  solemn  admonition  to  the 
American  Government  in  all  future  times.  The 
public  lands  are  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  as 
a  security  for  the  proposed  loan — a  loan  to  be  re- 
deemed in  one  year.  The  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  are  beyond  the  flood ;  the  gentleman  may 
call,  they  will  not  come  to  his  present  relief. 

Do  you  intend,  sir,  war;  efficient  war,  with  a 
sagacious  enemyi  without  revenue,  without  taxes  1 
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Believe  me,  str,  the  world  will  not  give  you  credit 
for  such  a  determiDation ;  your  enemy  cannot 
fail  to  see  that  you  come  to  the  combat  unarmed. 
Free  gift  and  contribution  will  not  do  for  your  re- 
liance in  such  a  conflict;  you  cannot  go  on  with- 
out taxes ;  your  enemy  knows  this  as  well  as  you 
do,  and  all  your  movements  without  this  great 
prerequisite,  will  be  treated  as  mere  display — 
diplomatic  finesse.  If  the  war  he  just  and  ex- 
pedient— if  the  people  can  see  in  it  redress  for 
the  past,  and  security  for  the  future,  they  will 
cheerfully  meet  the  crisis  and  submit  to  the  pub- 
lic burdens — to  taxes;  but  if  you  withhold  the 
faxes,  because  the  people  reject  them ;  if  you  dis- 
cover the  aversion  of  the  people — rely  upon  it  the 
period  for  war  has  not  yet  arrived — the  country 
does  not  call  for  it — they  will  not  have  it. 

FronI  sentiments  expressed  by  the  friends  of 
the  bill,  I  perceive  the  annual  appropriation  of 
eight  millions  for  the  payment  of  the  old  public 
debt  is  to  be  invaded — an  appropriation  which 
has  been  the  boast,  the  standing  theme  of  eulogy 
and  exultation  with  the  Administration  for  the 
last  ten  years.  While  I  admit  the  faith  of  the 
Qovernment  was  not  originally  pledged  to  the 
public  creditors  for  the  whole  of  this  appropriation, 
yet,  it  being  solemnly  superadded  in  a  manner 
to  advance  the  securities  in  market,  and  purchases 
of  the  stock  having  taken  place  upon  the  faith 
of  the  subsequent  engagement,  the  present  hold- 
ers will  have  grounds  of  complaint  against  the 
Government  for  breaking  in  upon  the  appropri- 
ation. 

I  cannot  sit  down  down  without  adverting  to 
the  spectacle  now  presented  to  the  people  of  the 
United  Stales.  Alter  the  ostentatious  and  proud 
display  of  the  finances  of  the  Qovernment  for  the 
last  ten  years,  an  overflowing  Treasury  and  em- 
barassing  surplusses ;  at  the  vary  first  shock — the 
first  adverse  wind— the  charm  dissolves,  and  all 
our  wealth  vanishes  like  the  fabric  of  a  vision,  and 
leaves  not  a  trace  behind.  Sixteen  millions  to 
be  borrowed  at  the  very  outset,  and  no  funds  pro- 
vided for  the  repayment !  But  I  will  not  dwell  on 
the  gloomy  picture. 

Mr.  Stow. — Mr.  Speaker :  I  beg  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  a  few  moments,  while  I  ofier  my 
sentiments  on  the  important  bill  before  you.  By 
confining  myself  not  only  to  what  relates  to  the 
subject,  bat  what  belongs  to  it  exclasirely,  I  hope 
to  trespass  but  little  on  your  patience.  For  this 
purpose.  I  shall  pass  over  the  circumstances 
which  nave  led  to  the  introduction  of  this  mea- 
sure. I  shall  say  nothing  of  the  ruin  of  our  once 
prosperous  trade — of  the  improvident  repeal  of 
tba  salt  tax — of  the  want  of  a  national  bank — of 
the  profuse  expenditure  of  money,  or  of  the  bring- 
ing ourselves  to  the  eve  of  an  impolitic  war.  I 
say.  without  adverting  to  these  painful  topics,  I 
shall  suppose  that  we  have  arrived  at  the  period 
when  it  is  become  necessary  to  anticipate  the  pub- 
lie  income — to  raise  money,  which  it  woulu  be 
imprudent  to  levy  by  present  taxes^  or  in  other 
words,  to  borrow.  I  shall  omit  examining  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  or  the  mode  orcalling 
them  forth:  Not  but  what  such  examination 


would  apply  to  the  notes  in  question ;  but  it 
would  not  exclusively  to  them,  but  would  alike 
to  other  methods  of  borrowing ;  and  also,  becaose 
this  part  of  the  subject  has  already  been  handled 
with  much  abilitv  by  the  gentleman  from  Virgioia. 
Yet.  sir,  although  I  mean  to  pass  over  the  subject 
in  general,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  one  objectioa 
to  the  bill,  which  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  heard 
urged.    It  is  this.    The  proposed  notes  are  made 
receivable  for  all  the  public  lands,  which  is,  in 
fact,  pledging  these  lands  for  the  payment  of  ihis 
new  debt  or  loan ;  whereas,  they  were  long  ago 
sacredly  pledged  for  the  debt  created  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.    This  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
violation  of  the  public  faith.    It  will  be  in  raia 
that  I  shall  be  told,  *'  the  public  lands  are  worth 
much  more  than  the  sum  charged  upon  them  -^ 
fur,  while  I  deny  the  fact,  I  still  maintain,  that  if 
it  were  true,  it  would  not  alter  the  case,  altboagh 
a  person  having  pledged  a  thing  for  one  debt,  may 
rightfully  ofier  it  in  security  for  another  debt,  yet 
he  can  never  give  the  debt  last  contracted  prioritj 
to  the  first.    To  establish  that  doctrine,  woaldhe 
to  put  an  end  to  all  security  growing  out  of 
pledges. 

But  I  return,  sir^  to  the  subject  which  I  bad 
more  particularly  in  view — which  was:  Suppo- 
sing the  necessity  of  borrowing  obvious,  the  funds 
for  repayment  adequate,  and  the  most  proper 
means  provided  for  calling  forth  those  funds— the 
simple  inquiry  will  then  remain :  is  this  the  best 
metnod  of  procuring  a  loan  ?  The  better  to  an- 
swer the  question,  permit  me  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  for  one  moment  to  the  analysis  of 
the  medium  of  commerce.  Human  nature  pre- 
sents a  continued  process  of  producing  by  labor, 
and  of  consuming  the  products  of  labor  in  the 
supply  of  our  wants.  Whatever  constitutes  a 
supply  in  whole,  or  in  part  of  those  wants,  is  de- 
sirable— is  wealth.  In  the  early  stages  of  societr 
all  the  commercial  intercourse  between  man  and 
man  must  have  been  by  barter;  by  the  actual 
exchange  of  one  of  these  articles  for  another 
Soon,  the  precious  metals,  from  their  portability! 
became  a  substitute  for  this  direct  exchange, aD(| 
they  still  continue  in  part  to  perform  the  sami 
office.  But,  when  society  became  better  organized 
by  the  establishment  and  regular  administratiot 
of  laws,  a  new  species  of  commercial  mec^ta  grei 
up«  and  which  has  in  a  great  measure  superseded 
both  barter  and  the  precious  metals.  This  ne^ 
species  is  no  other  than  promises  to  deliver  certaij 
amounts  of  the  products  of  labor,  and,  by  being  pd 
upon  paper,  have  circulated  from  hand  to  han^ 
to  the  f  reat  convenience  of  mankind.  Tbey  ar 
issued  tn  receipt  of  a  certain  quantity  of  the  pre 
ducts  of  labor;  and  the]^  serve  as  tickets  in  tfa 
hands  of  the  holders,  entitling  them  in  return  t 
certain  amounts  of  the  same  products.  Froi 
this  riew  of  the  subject,  I  think  it  will  iippea 
that  all  paper,  whether  bank  notes,  bonds,  certii 
cates  of  public  debt,  or  Treasury  notes,  are  esse] 
tially  the  same.  That  there  is  no  mystery  in  tl 
subject;  that  there  is  no  magic  attached  to  ai 
kind  of  paper,  by  which  funds  can  be  created  at 
the  Treasury  filled ;  that  no  extraordinary  beoefi 
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c«Q  result  from  Treasory  notes— nor  will  I  maia- 
tain  that  they  will  be  rainous. 

It  is  the  duty  of  those  who  manage  the  public 
coocerns  to  issue  such' paper  as  will  procure  the 
most  in  retarn-y-comport  best  with  the  public 
convenience  ia  its  pay  men  tj  .preserve  the  public 
credit  unimpaired^  and  I  may  add,  the  public 
morals.  Does  the  paper  about  to  be  issuea  unite 
those  advantages?  It  has  been  confessed,  that  in 
this  country  it  is  novel.  Is  not  that  in  itself  an 
objection  ?  From  that  ei re um stance,  and  many 
others  which  might  be  mentioned,  will  it  not  be 
of  uncertain  value?  That  it  will,  has  been  suf- 
ficiently proved  by  the  various  opinions  enter- 
tained in  this  House.  For,  while  some  maintain 
thmt  it  will  furnish  the  bank*  a  basis  to  disconot 
upon,  and  thus  be  worth  five  per  cent,  per  annum 
more  than  money,  others  declare  that  banks  will 
not  take  them,  and  that  they  wilt  depreciate.  If 
then,  they  are  of  uncertain  value,  can  the  Gov- 
ernment get  as  much  for  them  as  fbr  Its  paper  of 
known  value  7  And  will  they  not  open  the  door 
to  dangerous  speculations?  Thev  are  to  be  issued 
in  payment  of  supplies,  dbc.  The  consequence 
will  be,  that;  altbouffh  the  notes  cannot  be  rated 
below  par,  yet  that  the  supplies  may,  and  will,  be 
sold  above  par.  It  is  alwajrs  dangerous  for  a  Gov- 
ernment to  offer  anything  in  payment  (except  for 
a  direct  loan)  but  money.  Nothing  tends  more 
effectoalty  to  injure  Its  credit 

Again,  sir,  the  repayment  of  a  loan  to  be  ob* 
tained  by  these  bills  will  be  inconvenient.  For, 
by  making  them  receivable  for  all  sums  doe  to 
the  public,  you  in  effect  render  yourself  liable  to 
be  called  on  every  day.  Closelv  connected  with 
this  objection,  is  another,  which  is,  that  as  xhej 
are  receivable  for  all  debts  due  the  Government  it 
is  totally  uncertain  how  far  they  will  serre  in  pro« 
coring  a  loan.  If  they  should  all  be  returned 
into  the  Treasury  in  payment  of  debts  due  the 
Gtovernment,  then  yon  will  have  gained  nothing 
ns  a  loan,  hot  you  will  have  issued  a  money  bear' 
in|^  interest  to  pay  the  debts  doe  to  yourself.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  are  not  paid  m,  they  must 
depreciate,  because  they  do  not  bear  .the  usual 
interest. 

When  an  individual  or  Gtovemraent  borrows 
by  negotiating  a  loan  in  the  usual  way,  the  evi- 
dence of  the  debt,  so  created,  remains  in  the  hand 
of  the  original  lender,  or  becomes  stationary  ;  but 
where  it  is  effected  by  throwioff  the  paper  into 
market  it  is  hawked  about  from  hand  to  hand,  and 
thas  often  appears  ten  times  as  much  as  in  reality 
it  is;  and,  by  being  disposed  of  according  (o  the 
necessities  of  the  accidental  holders,  soon  depre- 
ciates, and  injuresthe  credit  of  the  obli{;or.  This 
brings  me  to  the  last  specific  objection  I  shall 
urge — which  is  this,  that  however  in  reality  it 
may  differ  from  Continental  money,  yet  there  will 
be  so  many  points  of  apparent  similarity,  it  is 
greatly  to  be  &ared,that  the  public  will  associate 
with  It  the  idea  of  old  Continental  money,  and 
from  that  circumstance  deeply  wound  the  credit 
of  the  country. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Sneaker,  hastily  suggested  my 
objections  to  the  bill  before  you.    But  to  warrant 
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the  introduction  of.  a  system  confessedly  novel, 
it  is  not  enough  that  it  be  free  from  strong  ob- 
jections. It  is  iocumbeot  on  the  advocates  of 
the  measure,  to  point  out  some  great  and  positive 
advantages,  which  will  result  from  it.  Have  they 
done  so  7  I  confess  I  have  not  heard  a  single  one. 
It  Is  true,  they  have  qaoted  the  example  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  thev  might  have  found  in  tliat  coun- 
try an  example  ror  every  virtue  and  every  vice. 
If  any  advantages  are  attached  to  these  Treasury 
notes,  to  this  new  Continental  money,  how  has  it 
happened  that  they  have  escaped  the  **  deep  and 
scrutinizing  researches"  of  a  Hamilton  ?  the  com- 
prehensive views  of  a  Wolcott  ?  and  the  pene- 
trating subtlety  of  a  Gallatin  ?  while  they  have 
been  revealed  to  modern  visionaries.  For,  sir,  I 
do  maintain,  that  this  is  not  the  spontaneous  pro- 
duction of  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Far  difiRerent  was  his  plan.  It  was  to  authorize 
a  loan  on  such  terms  as  would  have  Insured  its 
success ;  and  not  to  have  exhibited  the  humilia- 
ting spectacle  of  our  Government  failing  in  ne- 
gotiating its  first  war  loan ;  and  of  being  driven 
to  a  succession  of  paltry  expedients.  It  is  also 
worthy  of  remark,  that  when  that  prudent  advice 
was  first  given  to  the  House,  it  appeared  to  meet 
universal  approbation.  But  sir,  it  is  our  misfor* 
tune,  not  only  to  disregard  the  advice  of  the  most 
experienced,  but  to  change  with  precipitancy  the 
dictates  of  our  own  judgments.  We  saw,  im- 
patient of  dispute,  that  we  were  right  yesterday — 
today  we  alMindon  those  convictions,  nothing 
doubting  but  that  we  are  now  right — while  to- 
morrow's dream  of  infallibility  will  chase  the 
phantom  of  to-daj  !  By  this  means,  we  neither 
avail  ourselves  of  the  experience  of  others,  or  of 
our  own.  We  are  too  intent  upon  the  Dursuit  of 
a  favorite  object  to  examine  ihings  calmly.  A 
subject  becomes  associated  with  the  popular  war 
question,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  few  scalping  knives 
and  tomahawks,  instantly  cuts  its  way  through 
this  House.  The  bill,  sir.  on  which  we  are  about 
to  pass,  is  an  important  one.  It  is  one  which 
ought  to  be  carefully  considered,  and  to  be  received 
or  rejected  on  its  own  merits  solely,  free  from 
those  powerful  associations.  It  certainly  is  en- 
grafting a  new  and  foreign  branch  on  the  stock 
of  our  finance— a  branch,  from  which,  I  confess, 
I  do  not  expect  to  gather  anv  good  fruir,  but  one 
from  which  I  fear  much  evil. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  declared  himself  friendly  to  the 
principle  and  object  of  the  bill.  He  took  a  survey 
of  the  finances  of  the  nation  during  the  last  ten 
years,  and  gave  an  exhibition  of  their  prosperous 
state.  It  had  been  his  good  fortune  to  have  aided 
by  his  vote  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt,  to  the 
amount  of  about  thirty  millions,  and  to  have  re- 
lieved his  constituents  and  fellow-citizens  from 
the  burden  of  internal  taxes.  He,  therefore,  con- 
sidered  himself  as  in  some  degree  privileged  to 
authorize  loans,  and  other  proper  expedients  for 
borrowing  money  in  a  less  prosperous  state  of 
our  finances. 

By  the  injustice  and  violence  of  other  nations, 
the  receipts  at  the  Treasury  had  been  diminished, 
and  this  at  a  time,  when  an  extraordinary  expen- 
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diture  was  required.  It  was  a  serious  fact,  that 
we  must  meet  our  augmented  exigencies,  with 
reduced  means.  But  this  was  not  a  matter  of 
despair,  nor  even  of  discouragement.  For  the 
credit  of  the  country  was  sound  and  unimpaired. 
Never  had  puhlic  faith  heen  more  scrupnlonsly 
observed  than  ours,  since  the  organization  of  the 
€rOvernment,and  never  had  public  creditors  been 
inspired  with  fuller  confidence — hence  the  sorrow 
they  felt,  on  the  redemption  of  the  eiffht,  and  the 
modification  and  reduction  of  the  six  per  cent« 
stocks ;  they  deemed  it  an  inconvenience  and  al- 
most a  misfortune  to  be  paid  ofil 

On  the  present  emergency,  a  loan  had  been  au- 
thorized. The  rate  of  interest  was  only  six  per 
cent,  by  the  year.  This  was  lower  than  the  or- 
dinary rate,  established  by  law;  and  subscrip- 
tions had  not  been  made  with  the  proaaptaeiis, 
DOr  to  the  amount  that  had  been  wished.  He  did 
not,  however,  consider  this  event  as  indicative  of 
a  want  of  money,  but  merely  of  a  disinclination 
to  lend  it  upon  the  terms  prescribed.  It  was  well 
known,  that  much  of  the  capital  of  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  States  had  passed  or  was  passing 
into  other  hands.  The  present  holders  expected 
higher  advantages  from  the  new  banks  and 
moneyed  institutions  they  were  forming,  than 
from  subscriptions  to  the  Government  loan.  If 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  came  into  the 
market,  with  bis  certificates  of  stock,  or  his  books 
for  signattire,  at  the  time  when  the  capitalists 
were  making  preparations  for  their  golden  bar- 
vest,  the  deficit  in  the  loan  could  be  naturally 
enough  accounted  for.  The  men  of  wealth  cal- 
culated they  could  make  greater  profits  than  by 
becoming  lenders  of  their  money  to  the  public. 

He  considered  the  bill  before  the  House  aa  an 
auxiliary  totbe  loan  bill.  It  was  an  expedient  hith- 
erto untried  under  our  Government.  Andashewas 
desirous  of  facilitating  every  operation  of  the 
Treasury,  he  was  desirous  or  making  a  fair  ex- 
periment in  the  mode  proposed.  The  resemblance 
ofthese  notes  to  theexchequer  bills  of  England  ren- 
dered their  history  and  operation  perfectly  famil- 
iar to  the  statesman.  As  he  understood  the  na- 
ture of  the  paper  contemplated  to  be  issued,  it  was 
plainly  this :  For  any  sort  of  supplies  furnished 
for  the  public  service,  the  person  about  to  receive 
payment  therefor,  would  be  told  that  instead  of 
specie  or  bank  paper,  he  might  receive  a  due  bill, 
on  interest.  The  conditions  of  this  due  bill  or 
Treasury  note,  are  these ;  the  furnisher  of  sap- 
plies  is  not  obliged  to  take  it,  but  may  refuse  it 
if  he  pleased— at  the  end  of  the  year  it  mast  be 
paid  off,  principal  and  interest,  or  funded,  and 
provided  for  in  the  same  manner  with  the  other 
public  debt;  it  will  be  a  transferable  and  negoti- 
able security,  and  answer  the  purposes  of  a  cir- 
culating medium ;  and,  in  a  particular  manner, 
it  will  subserve  the  purposes  ol  all  those  who  have 

{)ayments  to  make  into  the  Treasury  for  the 
ands  they  may  have  bought,  the  taxes  that  may 
grow  due,  and  the  custom-house  bonds  which 
they  may  owe ;  in  all  which  case  they  will  an- 
•wcr  perfectly  the  purpose  of  our  current  money. 
In  one  important  respect  they  are  better  than 


cash  itself.  For  instanoe,in  the  case  where  tn  indi- 
vidual IS  collecting  gradually  asnm  for  a  specific 
purpose,  as  of  building  a  house  or  buying  a  farm. 
In  such  a  case,  by  the  ordinary  mode,  many  bun* 
dreds,  or  several  thousand  dollars  may  lie  idle, 
and  be  wholly  unproductive  to  the  owner,  for  & 
considerable  time.  Secure,  indeed,  in  bis  iroa 
chest,  or  in  the  vault  of  a  bank,  it  accnmoUtes 
no  interest,  it  counts  no  profit.  Bat  this  same 
money,  vested  in  a  Treasury  note,  becomes  im- 
mediately productive,  and  gathers  every  twenty • 
four  hours,  a  cent  ana  a  half  of  interest  for  ererjr 
hundred  dollars  of  principal.  Tbusa  great  aid  is 
afforded  to  industry  and  economy ;  whereby  tlie 
industrious  and  prudent  man  may  cause  bis  cap- 
ital to  work  and  gain  a  little,  instead  of  keepiag 
it  buried  in  the  earthy  like  the  talent  in  the 
napkin. 

The  facility  to  banks  was  aqaallf  great  and 
obvious.  The  bill  provides  that  on  beiog  receifed 
by  the  banks,  and  on  an  account  opened  with  the 
United  States,  they  may  become  a  part  of  iheii 
solid  deposite,  to  discount  upon.  In  this,  as  in  tile 
former  example,  the  bank  gives  five  and  two* 
fifths  per  annum  on  the  Treasury  notes,  and  at 
the  same  time  has  the  privilege  of  the  rebate  at 
the  usual  ratio  for  the  accommodations  they  may 
extend  to  their  customers  upon  the  credit  of  them. 
In  such  circumstances  a  Treasury  note  becomes 
the  basis  of  the  current  paper,  or  the  gold  and 
silver  which  a  man  of  business  may  want. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  of  the 
evils  which  would  result  from  a  too  freqaeni  or 
a  too  extensive  use  of  Treasury  notes.  It  was 
the  duty  of  Congress  not  to  abuse  so  valuable! 
fiscal  contrivance.  Accordingly,  no  more  ihaa 
five  millions  could  be  issued  at  tne  furthest;  aod 
unless  the  service  of  the  year  should  bring  press- 
ing demands  upon  the  Treacury,  there  would  be 
no  need  of  putting  them  in  circuia.tion.  even  to 
that  moderate  amount.  And,  as  the  project  of 
having  recourse  to  them  arose  from  an  alleged 
deficiency  in  the  proposed  loan,  it  might  be  con- 
ceived that  the  certificates  of  stock  on  the  elerea 
million  loan,  would  be  lessened  in  an  exs€t  pro- 
portion to  the  aoK>unt  of  Treasnry  notes  created. 

Thos  the  objection  to  thia  bill,  as  authorizing 
an  additional  &re  millions,  was  answered.  It  vai 
in  reality  a  substitute  in  part,  for  the  original 
plan  framed  for  obtaining  the  eleven  millions; 
and  possessed  at  the  time  the  facility  of  beiog 
employed  to  the  foil  extent,  if  the  necessities  oi 
the  war  we  are  about  to  wage  ahould  demand  it. 
It  would  always  be  recollected,  that  a  power  to 
borrow  did  not  carry  with  it  a  command  to  bor- 
row. The  abuse  of  a  privilege  was  no  argument 
against  its  legitimate  use.  And  in  providing  for 
a  vigorous  conduct  of  the  just  and  necessary  con- 
flict which  has  been  forced  upon  us,  it  is  only 
a  matter  of  common  prudence  to  appropriate 
enough. 

It  has  been  asked,  what  funds  had  been  pro- 
vided 10  pay  the  interest  and  replace  the  principal 
of  these  notes.  To  this  he  would  reply,  that  the 
overplus  of  the  sinking  fund  of  eight  millions,  and 
the  unappropriated  baknces  oa  the  duties  of  m- 
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port  and  of  tonnage,  were  9pecially  pledged  io 
tie  bill.  It  was  expected  that  these  duties  would 
be  great! ]r  iocreased,  perhaps  doubled,  during  the 
present  session.  Sueh  a  bill  bad  been  reported, 
and  there  was  every  reason  to  belie  re  it  would 
be  enacted  into  a  law.  The  whole  srstem  of  in* 
teroal  taxes  was  also  agreed  to  in  the  abstract, 
aod  was  maturing  in  the  committee.  Whether 
ibis  should  be  brought  into  opcntian  before  the 
riuDg  of  Congress,  or  not,  he  had  no  hesitation 
to  &a^  that  a  procraeted  war  would  make  it  im- 
pentire  to  lay  them,  and  thatao  inability  to  aolr 
leet  them  would  leaTe  us  a  depreciated  paper 
upon  our  bands,  and  would  paralyxe  erery  opera* 
tisB  by  sea  and  by  4aod. 

Aware  of  sueh  eonsequenees,  we  could  guard 
against  them  by  a  discreet  and  well-timed  fore- 
sight. We  might  borrow,  within  the  limits  of 
onr  ability  or  credit,  as  a  temporary  accommo* 
datioB,  bot  not  rely  upon  the  practice  as  capable 
of  lastioir  OS  long.  Substantial  Ands  must  soon 
beprorided.  Our  fellow  citizens  and  ourselves 
must  contribute  a  portion  of  our  incomes.  This 
is  tbe  indiapensabte  condition  of  bringing  this 
struggle  for  our  violated  rights  to  a  speedy  and 
hoDorable  termioatioo.  And  recourse  must  be 
bad  to  it  with  the  smallest  practicable  delay.  He 
trasied  the  taxes  would  bring  in  a  sufficiency  to 
infuse  the  highest  value  into  tbe  paper  currency, 
and  impart  the  greatest  vigor  to  military  opera- 
tions. 

Under  these  impressions,  Mr.  M«  said  he  was 
perfeetJy  willing  to  vote  for  the  bill.  It  was  an 
anticipation  of  our  revenue,  which  gave  him  no 
aiann.  If  the  people  should  be  satisfied  with  the 
war,  they  would  readily  furnish  the  means ;  and 
if  the  war  should  prove  unpopular,  the  electors 
woald  so  exercise  their  franchises  at  the  polls,  as 
to  prevent  an  excessive  accumulation  of  debt,  bj 
bringing  in  men  who  would  curtail  the  expend!- 
tore.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  measure  would  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  the  House. 

He  said  he  had  only  to  add,  that  instead  of 
doubting  about  the  propriety  of  putting  Treasury 
notes  into  circulation,  he  was  ready,  provided  the 
good  of  his  country  and  relief  of  the  citizens  ren- 
<^red  it  necessary,  to  go  a  step  further,  and,  after 
(be example  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  borrow,  upon 
proper  pledges,  from  the  sanctum  of  political 
tnaaories,  the  Sinking  Fund  itself.  This,  never- 
il^i,  was  not  now  expedient ;  but  might  be 
emtemplated,  as  a  dernier  reaori,  should  days  of 
gKater  difficulty,  perad venture,  plague  us  with 
(^«ir  visitation. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tbe  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  iu  the  affirmative--yeas  85, 
tttys 41,  as  follows: 

Yii»— waEs  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
fttereitton  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Josiah 
B«lktt,  Harwell  BasseU,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUliam 
Bladdedge,  Bobert  Brown,  WUliam  A.  Borwell,  Wil- 
to  A.  Botler,  John  C.  Crihoun,  Francis  Carr,  Lang- 
don  Cheres,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis 
C«ndict,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Roger  Da- 
J^iohn  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
^  Earle,  WiUlam  Findley,  Jamea  Fisk,  Meahack 


Franklin,  Thomas  Oholson,  Peterson  Gloodwya,  Isaiah 
L.  Green«  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Ridhard  M.  Johnsen,  Joseph  Kent,  William  K.  King, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little^  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samnel 
L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleas- 
ants, jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  WiUiam  M.  Richardson, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebene- 
aer,  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smi* 
lie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  WUliam  Strong,  John 
Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.» 
Robert  WhitehUi,  David  R.  WUItams,  WiUiam  Widg- 
eiy,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow»  Harnaanus 
Bleecker,  Jas.  Brackenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  £p^* 
roditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B. 
Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  WUliam  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Asa  Pitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Chaiies  Golds- 
borough,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  PhUlp 
B.  K^,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Archibald 
McBrydst  James  Milnor^  Jonathan  O.  Moselsy,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun^  Eliaha  R«  Porter,  Josi- 
ah Quincy,  John  Randolph*  WUliam  Reed,  Heary  M. 
Ridgely,  WiUiam  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stnr- 
ges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  liOooard  White, 
and  Thomas  WUson. 


Tbdbsdat,  June  18. 

Mr.  Curre  presented  an  address  of  the  Repub- 
lican members  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, approbatory  of  tbe  measures  pursued  by  the 
General  Qovt*rnment  towards  Great  Britain,  ac- 
companied with  a  protest  against  the  memorial 
of  the  majority  of  the  said  Legislature  in  oppo- 
sition to  a  war  with  that  nation. 
'  Mr.  Chittbnoen  presented  petitions  from  sun* 
dry  inhabitants  of  Vermont,  in  opposition  to  a 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  MiLNoa  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in* 
habitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia^ 
and  county  of  Delaware,  ia  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvanisy  in  opposition  to  a  war  with  Great  Brit* 
ain.  The  said  address  and  petitions  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  was  then  cleared  of  all  persons  ex* 
cept  the  Members,  Clerk,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and 
Doorkeeper,  and  the  doors  were  closed,  and  re* 
mained  so  until 

Fbioay,  June  19. 

When  the  doors  were  again  opened,  Mr.  Cal- 
BOON,  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
presented  a  bill  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  ^*  An  act 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  for  a  lim- 
ited time ;"  and,  also,  an  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie,  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  for  a  limited  time ;"  which  waa 
>read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  CbeveS;  from  the  Committee  on  the  Naval 
Establishment,  presented  a  bill  concerning  letters 
of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Johnson  mored  the  following  resolution: 
^  Huolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
fives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speak- 
er of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  be  directed  to  ad- 
jonrn  their  respectiTe  Houses,  without  day»  on  Thurs- 
day, the  twenty-fifth  of  the  present  month. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  li«  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  JoBNSON  then  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That,  during  the  remainder  of  the  present 
•ession  of  Congress,  the  standing  hour  of  adjournment 
shall  be  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  resolution  was  read,  mnd  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

SUSPENSION  OF  NON-IMPORTATION. 

Mr.  Chbvbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  partially  to  suspend,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  several  acts  prohibiting  iiiiport- 
ations  from  Oreat  Britain,  her  dominions,  colo- 
nies, and  dependencies,  and  of  the  produce  and 
manufactures  thereof;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow.   The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  ^,,  That  the  t>peration  of  so  much  of 
a&v  act  or  acts  as  prohibit  the  importation  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the 
growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of  the  dominions, 
cotonies,  and  dependencies  of  Great  Britatn,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  suspended  until  the  first  day  of 
April  next,  with  the  exceptions  and  under  the  restric- 
tions hereinaiter  provided  by  this  act :  Provided^  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
the  recovery  of  any  fines,  forfeitures,  or  penalties  incur- 
red by  reason  of  any  infraction  of  the  act  or  acta  fint 
above-mentioned. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  permit  the  im- 
portation into  the  United  Sutes  of  any  articles  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufiicture  of  the  dominions,  col- 
onies, and  dependencies  of  Great  Britain,  owned  at 
the  time  of  such  importetion,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  a 
mibjactof  Great  Britain  or  by  whomsoever  owned,  if 
of  the  foUowing  description,  vis :  hats,  shoes,  millinery, 
jeady-made  clothing,  articles  of  which  silk,  leather. 
Map,  or  flax,  is  the  principal  material,  Irish  linen  ex- 
cepted ;  cloths  of  which  wool  is  the  principal  mateiiaL 
and  the  prime  cost  of  which  shaU  exceed  six  shUlings 
ateriing  per  square  yard  thereof;  and  cloths  of  which 
^iV*?  "  "•principal  material,  and  the  prime  cost  of 
which  shall  be  less  than  fifteen  pence,  or  shall  exceed 
three  ahiUings  per  square  yard  thereof;  the  importation 
of  which  several  articles  shall  oontinue  to  be  prohibited 
according  to  the  true  tenor  and  meaning  of  the  acts 
first  above-mentioned,  and  in  the  same  manner  aa  if 
flus  act  had  not  passed. 

Accompanying  the  bill  was  the  following  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  : 

o        «        t.    CoHMiTTxi  Room,  June  9,  1812. 
Bib  :  I  am  directed,  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  request  you  to  inform  them,  whether,  in  your 


opinion,  the  non-xmporUtion  act  may  not  be  to  modi- 
fied, or  partially  suspended,  as  to  afford  a  revenue 
equivalent  to  the  estimated  amount  of  the  proposed  in- 
ternal taxes,  additional  tonnage  duty,  and  diminution 
of  drawbacks ;  and  in  such  event,  whether  the  laft 
mentioned  objects  of  revenue  may  not,  fer  the  present, 
be  dispensed  with.    1  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

LANGBON  OHETES. 
Hen.  A.  Gauatih,  &e'y  Treasury, 

TmaAscmx  BaramTMawT,  June  10, 181S. 
Sib  :  I  had  the  faABor  to  rec^ivB  your  letter  of  jes> 
terdajr,  asking  whether,  in  my  opinion,  thenon-impori* 
atioB  act  may  not  be  ataiodified,  or  partially  so^Msd- 
ed,  as  to  afford  a  revenue  equivalent  to  the  estimtted 
amount  of  the  internal  taxes,  additional  tonnsge  doty, 
and  diminution  of  drawbacks ;  and,  in  such  etent, 
whether  the  last  menttoned  objects  of  revenue  may  not, 
for  the  present,  be  dispensed  with  1 

All  the  estimates  of  revenue  whieh  have  beea  tnai- 
mitled  during  thia  aession,  having  aeeessarily  beea 
made  in  conformity  with  the  existing  laws,  were  pre- 
dicated on  the  supposed  abaolute  pn^ition  of  BridiiL 
produce  and  manufactures.  These,  in  ordintzy  times, 
amounted  to  moro  than  one-half  of  the  foreign  mer- 
chandise consumed  in  the  United  8tates.  The  aduil 
exclusion  of  the  greater  part  of  the  articles  of  our  own 
growth  firom  France,  Holland,  and  Germany,  the  con- 
sequent nullity  of  our  commerce  with  those  countries, 
and  the  conquest  by  Great  Britain  of  dieir  colonies, 
still  more  lessens  the  proportion  of  foreign  srtides 
which  may  be  imported  fit>m  other  countries  than  the 
British  dominions. 

It  is,  therefore,  evident  that  th«  amount  of  doties  on 
importations  will  be  more  than  doubled  in  the  event  of 
a  suspension  of  the  non-importatton,  and  that  they 
will,  whilst  thatsuspensioB  continues,  alford  a  revenue 
at  least  equivalent  to  the  estimated  amount  of  the  pro- 
posed direct  tax,  internal  duties,  additional  tonnage, 
and  diminution  of  drawbacks.  All  thoe  may  be  dis* 
pensed  with,  so  long  as  the  suspension  oontinuei,  pro- 
vided that  the  contemplated  increase  of  one  hundred 
per  cent,  on  the  duties  on  importations  shall  takeplaee. 

It  is  not  believed  that  the  result  would  be  materiaUj 
aflected  by  a  modification  or  partial,  instead  of  an  abso- 
lute suspension  of  the  non-importation.  For  the  amount 
of  importations  would  be  principally  regulated  by  the 
amount  of  American  funds  already  in  England,  and 
by  the  subsequent  consumption  of  American  prodnee 
in  Great  Britain,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  and  the  British 
Weat  Indies  respectivmy .  If  a  discrimination  be  thooght 
eligible,  it  would  seem  that  the  articles  entitled  to 
preferenoe  are  eolonial  produce,  particultf  ly  ran,  eoozM 
woollens,  middle  price  ootton  g<K»ds,  Irish  linens,  earths 
en  and  glaaa  ware,  haadwaie  and  manufoctursi  of 
steel,  tin,  brass,  and  cc^iper.  Fine  cloths,  matliiub 
plain  cotton  goods»  manofoctiiMs  of  silk,  hemp»  ibzi 
(with  the  above  exoqition]  and  leather,  paper,  hati» 
shoes,  and  millinery,  may  either  be  altogether  supphnl 
by  domestic  mannfaotures  or  dispensed  with. 

The  annual  importations  of  British  colonial  and  do- 
mestic produce  and  manofootures  could  not  be  estimat- 
ed at  leas  than  thir^-five  millions  of  dollars.  Bappoe- 
ing  (on  the  same  grounds  on  which  the  other  estimates 
of  doties  on  importation  in  time  of  war  were  made) 
that  the  war  and  other  restrictions  should  reduce  the 
amount  to  one-hal^  the  proposed  double  duties  collect- 
ed on  the  residue,  would  produce  a  net  revenue  of  at 
least  five  millions  of  doilam,  and  greater,  therefore,  than 


1513 


HISTORY  OF  (X)NaRB98. 


IdU 


iCRIB,  1812. 


Additional  Duties, 


HofR. 


«fl  ik«  propose  SQtcaialUxfs  smd  dstiM  aad  addition- 
al toDDtge  doty. 

Fennit  me,  however,  to  obeerTe,  with  recpect  to  this 
lut  doly,  that,  so  fiur  u  relatM  to  foreign  vesseb,  the 
propoM^  addition  appeart  necewary,  and  is  hardly  iul- 
ficient  to  compensate  the  great  advantages  wl^ich  war 
will  give  them  orer  American  toswIs,  in  the  American 
cMonerce* 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  aU  the  bills  for  laying  and 
eoUecting  the  dived  tax,  and  internal  duties,  have  been 
prepaied  in  eonformity  with  the  former  request  of  the 
Couunitteeb  so  that  the  whole  subject  may  be  taken  np 
It  this  or  any  other  time  without  any  delay  on  the  pait 
of  the  Treasury.  The  only  detail  on  whreh  the  infor- 
Dttion  ii  not  as  complete  as  might  be  desired,  is  that 
of  the  qnolaa  of  the  &eet  tax  intended  to  be  laid  on 
the  leteral  eoustiae  in  eaeh  6tate.  It  is  also  believed 
that  the  system  has  been  prepared  in  such  manner  that 
it  Bay  be  orgniiised,  and  all  the  tAxee  be  in  full  opera- 
tioQ  in  the  nioQth  of  April  next,  provided  the  laws  are 
cnaded  before  the  commencement  of  the  year  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  LAV«n«'  Cb»txs|  CAotrnMm,  4'«« 


Satubdat,  June  20. 

Mr.  MoEBOw,  from  the  Committee  oo  the  Pab> 
lie  Lands,  presented  a  bill  ^v^iog  ralidity  to  the 
nie  of  certain  tracts  of  public  lands,  sold  in  the 
vettern  district  of  tlie  Territory  of  Orleans,  now 
Sute  of  Louisiana ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
OB  Monday  next. 

Mr.  MoAEOW,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
t  report  on  the  petiiioo  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
the  Indiana  Territor]r ;  which  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  oo 
the  Ull  sapplcmentarj  to  **  An  act  extending  the 
time  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  northwest 
of  the  Ohio  to  complete  their  paymeDt3." 

Mr.  MoRBOw,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "fur- 
ther to  proriJe  for  the  refugees  from  the  British 
provincea  of  Canada  and  Nova  Bcotia,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  the  same,  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  MoRROW^from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  to  attend  a  conference 
with  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  upon 
Ihe  subject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  "  to  ascertain  and  establish  the 
western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  for  satis- 
fying the  military  bounties  allowed  ip  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Continental 
esublishment,"  made  a  report;  which,  being  read, 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  modlBed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  supple- 
menttry  to  the  act^  eatided  "  An  act  to  regulate 
the  eoliection  of  duties  on  imporu  and  tonnage ; 
which  was  rend  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  he 

on  the  table.  ,  ,    tt 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pas^  the  bill  ''  to  amend 


the  laws  within  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  and 
the  bill  *' conferring;  certain  powers  upon  the 
Levy  Court  of  the  county^  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  with  amendments  to  each ; 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  thie 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Wiluams,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manu&ctnres  were  instructed 
to  inquire  inta  the  expediency  of  prohibiting,  dur- 
ing the  contiouaaoe  of  the  war,  the  importation 
into,  and  the  export  from,  the  United  States,  of 
all  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  and  produce,  in 
any  ship  or  TesseS,  not  belonging  to  the  United 
States;  with  lea  re  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  directed  to  inquire  whe* 
ther  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  addition  ought  to  be 
made  to  the  compensation  of  the  President  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  act  as  such  when 
the  office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
is  vacant. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Jobn0ON  ;  and  the 
same  being  again  read  and  amended,  was  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Jle$olv&i^  That,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  the  hour  to  which  the 
House  shall  stand  adjourned,  be  ten  o'clock  in  the 
atorniDg. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  invalid  pension- 
ers was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  **to 
amend  the  laws  within  the  District  of  Columbia" 
were  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
"cooferriog  certain  powers  upon  the  Levy  Court 
of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  were  read,  aad  committed  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

ADPITIONAL  DUTIES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  imposing  additional  duties 
upon  all  goodsj  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
from  any  foreign  port  or  place;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  report- 
ed the  bill  with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

And  on  the  question  to  concur  with  the  first 
amendment,  which  is  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  first 
section  with  the  words  "one  hundred,"  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  65,  nays  48,  as  follows: 

Ybas — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Dan- 
iel Avery,  Pavid  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Findley,  Jamoa 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  HaU, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WiUlam  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  WiUiam  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  Alexander  McKim, 
Aranah  MetcaU;  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens, 
William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
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John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathtn  Robeito,  Ebenosor 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samnel  Shaw,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  John 
Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charies  Tomer,  jr., 
.  Robert  WhHehtU,  DavM  R.  William^  and  Robert 
Wright. 

Nats — ^John  Baker,  Harmttiaa  -Bleecker,  Jamee 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Fiancia  Carr,  Epa- 
phroditOB  Champion,  Langdon  Chepea,  Martin  Chit* 
tenden,  Th<Hnas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenpoft,  inn^ 
Eliaa  Earle,  William  Ely,  Jamea  Emott,  Aaa  Fitch, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldaborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn., 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan., 
Kathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  Mo- 
Bryde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jonn 
Randolph,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardion, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons,  John  Sevier,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrgea,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talfanadge,  Uri 
Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  William  Widgery,  and  Thomas 
WUson. 

The  residue  of  the  said  aroendmeots  were  then 
concurred  in  by  the  House;  and  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Milnor,  further  to  amend  the  bill 
by  addiog,  to  the  end  of  the  second  section,  the 
following  words :  **  Provided,  nevertheless,  That 
this  act  shall  not  go  into  operation  untH  the  first 
'  day  of  September  next:''  And  the  question  there- 
on being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  38,  nays  68,  as  follows : 

TxAs— John  Baker,  Ahyah  Bigalow.  Harmanus 
Blaeeker,  James  Breckenridge,  El^ah  Brigham,  Epa- 
fhroditus  Champiojiy  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
port, Jr.,  Eliaa  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard 
Jackson,  juB.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lrman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jun.,  Archibald  McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Jona- 
than O.  Moseley,  ThooMa  Nowbotd,  Joseph  PearM>n, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Ran- 
dolph, William  Reed,  Heniy  M.  Ridgely,  WUliam 
Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  and  Thomas  Wilfon. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Dan* 
iel  Avery,  Burwell  Baisett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blackladge,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Craw- 
ford Richard,  Cutts,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Findley, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Golds- 
horoogh,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock, 
Joseph  Lefever,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thom- 
as Moore,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Piper,  James  Pleasaixts,  jun.,  Ssmuel  Ringgold,  John 
tlhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong^ 
John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr^ 


Rolheit  Whiteiffl,  DavM  R.  Williaas,  mod  BoWrt 

Wright. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  letters  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods.  The  bill  was 
reported  with  ameadoientt;  which  were  concur- 
red in  by  the  Hoaae,  and  the  bill  waa  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  thiid  time  od  Monday 
ant. 


M01ID4.T,  June  22. 

Mr.  CnmumoBn  presented  petitiona  frooa  sun- 
dry inbabiunts  of  Vermont,  in  opposition  to  a 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.CaAWFonn  nresented  petitiontfromstindry 
fnhabitants  of  York  county,  in  the  State  of  Peoa- 
sylranta,  in  opposition  to  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Milnor  presented  petitions  from  snndry 
inhabitants  of  the  eity  ana  county  of  Philadel- 

?hia,  and  county  of  Delaware,  la  the  State  of 
'ennsylvania,  in  oppoeition  to  a  war  with  Great 
Britain. — Laid  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  giving  validity  to  the  sale  of 
certain  tracts  of  public  lands  sold  in  the  Western 
District  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  was  rend  the 
third  rime,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bifl  coDcemlng  letters  of  marque, 
prizes,  and  prize  goods,  was  read  the  third  tim^ 
and  pasted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resoln- 
tion  submitted  W  Mr.  Jobnson,  on  the  ninteenth 
instant,  fixing  the  day  for  the  adjournment  of 
Congress;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  again 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BA88ETT  mared  the  following  reaointioa: 

JUsohed,  That  a  committee  be  app(»nted  to  inqnira 
into  the  expedieney  of  anthorinng  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  aeceptance  of  Tolnnteers,  or 
by  organising  a  detachment  of  militta,  to  provide  Ibr 
the  better  security  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virgaia; 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 


'  The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  He  on 
the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  communicating  copies  of  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the  Charge 
d'Affaires  of  the  United  States,  at  London,  and 
of  a  note  to  him  from  the  British  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tumner,  a  eommtftee  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  a  meet- 
ing of  Congress  previous  to  the  first  Monday  of 
December  next,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or 
otherwise.  Mr.  Turnm,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Bibb^ 
Mr.  Ba08Gtt,  and  Mr.  FinnLBT,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  **  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  authorize  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia  of  the  United  States,*  pass* 
ed  April  tenth.  1812;  in  which  thej  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  Hooae. 
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ADmniONAL  DUTIBS. 

Ad  mgroaaed  bill  for  impojiiD^  additional  da- 
ties  opon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merehandise,  iin* 
ported  from  aof  foreign  port  or  place,  was  read 
the  third  lime,  and  recommitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  House  aecordinffly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill;  and,  after 
sometime  spent  thereio,  the  Committee  rose  and 
Teportol  the  biil  to  the  Hoase  withoot  amend- 
meat 

Hr.BioELOW.-— Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  well  known 
tbst  I  have  been  aniformly  opposed  to  the  meas- 
ures which  hare  drained  the  Treasury  of  its  mo- 
ney—more particularly  to  those  measures  of  the 
present  session,  which  have  rendered  necessary 
tttch  Urge  appropriations,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tioQ  for  an  ei pease  which  no  man  can  eaiculate. 
Bat,  sir,  as  those  appropriations  have  been  made ; 
IS  expenses  hare  been  and  must  be  incurred ;  the 
metos  of  payment  must  be  provided.  8ir,  I  hold 
it  to  be  a  sound  political  principle — a  principle 
from  which  this  Gorernment  never  ought  to  de« 
psrt— that  the  creation  of  publnc  debt  ought  to  be 
iccompanied  with  the  means  of  its  extinguish* 
ment.  This  principle  was  strongly  recommended 
iD  the  administration  of  WABBiifOToif,  by  the  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  a  report  to  Con- 
?re»  00  the  subject  of  finance.  He  stated  it  to 
be  tbe  true  secret  for  rendering  public  credit  im- 
morul,  and  expressed  a  fervent  hope  that  the 
Goreroment  of  the  United  States  would  always 
adhere  to  h.  The  arguments  in  favor  of  this  prin- 
ciple are  plain  and  obvious.  The  public  credit 
most  be  supported,  or  the  Government  will  lose 
the  confidence  of  the  people.  The  public  credit 
mast  be  supported,  or  you  pot  at  hazard  the  best 
interests  of  the  country — you,  hazard,  indeed,  the 
Terf  existence  of  the  Gbvernment.  In  popular 
OoTcrnments  there  is  always  a  reluctance  to  lay- 
ing hardens  upon  the  people.  If,  then,  while  cre- 
aiiag  a  public  debt,  we  neglect  to  provide  the 
means of^pay ment,  what  will  be  the  eooseqneoce  1 
Will  it  be  less  difficult  or  unpopular  to  do  this 
after  tbe  debt  has  accumulated  to  an  enormous 
amoaot?  No,  sir.  Depend  opon  it,  the  longer 
you  delay  to  provide  the  means  for  dii«chargtDff 
the  poblic  debt,  the  greater  will  be  the  risk  and 
difficulty  of  doing  it.  What  will  be  the  conse- 
qnenee  of  such  neglect?  Bir,  the  country  will 
be  delnged  with  Treasnrv  notes ;  these  notes  will 
depreciate,  like  the  old  Continental  money-^the 
whole  history  of  which  every  one,  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  tbe  Revolution,  knows  to  be 
a  history  of  public  and  private  fraud.t.  Sir,  the 
floodgates  of  corruption  will  be  opened  u])on  ns» 
Already,  sir,  tigers  and  sharks  are  feasting,  in 
aniicifMitioo,  on  their  prey. 

Impressed,  as  I  am,  with  the  Importance  of  the 
ptiaciple,  that  the  creation  of  poblic  debt  ouglit 
to  be  accompanied  with  the  means  of  its  extin- 
guishment, I  confess  it  was  with  no  linle  aston- 
ishment I  learnt,  that  doubling  the  duties  on  im- 


and  intended,  as  was  stated,  to  equalize  upon  the 
people  of  the  different  States,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  burden  of  taxation,  that  only  one  of  those  has 
been  selected,  and  that  one  the  most  unjust,  the 
most  unequal,  and  the  most  mischievous  of  the 
whole.  These  remarks  are  not  made,  Mr.  SpeiJt- 
er,from  an  apprehension  that  doublioff  the  duties 
on  imported  articles  will  not  ^ectoalfy  open  the 
eyes  of  the  people.  Sir,  it  will  be  the  most  un-> 
popular  tax  you  can  impose.  Tbe  people  of  thia 
country — particularly  the  Eastern  sections  of  it, 
upon  whom  this  tax  will  bear  peculiarly  hard — 
are  too  enlighteoed  not  to  know,  to  see,  and  to  feel, 
the  operation  which  an  additional  duty  of  100  per 
cent,  upon  imported  articles  will  have  upon  them. 
They  are  too  enlijfhtened  not  to  know  that  this 
will  be  but  the  beginning  of  sorrow.  Neither,  sir, 
are  they  so  iffoorant  a:^  not  to  know  that  the  five 
millions  of  oollars  which  it  is  calculated  to  raise 
by  doubling  the  duties,  will  not  discharge  a  loan 
of  eleven  millions,  and  Treasury  notes  to  the 
amount  of  five  millions  more;  much  less  that  it 
will  defray  tbe  expenses  of  the  war.  Yes,  sir,  they 
will  at  once  see,  that,  sooner  or  later,  other  taxes 
must  and  will  be  resorted  to.  The  true  policy, 
then,  of  the  United  States  is,  in  the  outset,  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  a  sure  and  certain  revenue,  and 
not  to  depend,  in  a  state  of  war,  upon  a  revenue 
to  be  derived  from  a  source  so  uncertain  as  that 
of  commerce.  My  objection  is  not  that  reven^• 
ought  not  to  be  raised,  but  to  the  present  mode. 
1  have  stated,  sir^  tnat  ibis  is  an  unjust  mea»» 
Let  us  for  a  moment  look  at  its  operation. 


ure. 


There  is.  probably,  at  a  moderate  calculation,  sev* 
enty  millions'  worth  of  imported  goods  now  in 
the  United  States,  which  have  paid  onl^  the  pre- 
sent  rate  of  duties.  Taking  the  calculation  ofthe 
Secretary  ofthe  Treasury  as  correct,  that  thirty- 
five  millions  4)f  imported  goods  yield  a  revenue, 
at  tbe  present  rate  of  duties,  of  five  millions,  tbe 
seventy  millions  now  in  the  United  States  nave 
paid  duties  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions. 

What  then  will  be  the  consequence  of  passing 
this  bill?  The  owners  of  the  imported  goods 
now  in  the  Uoited  States  are  men  who  under* 
stand  their  own  interest.  The  moment,  therefore, 
yon  pass  this  bill,  and  impose  double  duties  upon 
goods  to  be  imported,  the  owners  of  goods  now 
on  hand  will  increase  the  price  as  much  at  least 
as  the  amount  of  the  present  rate  of  duties.  The 
purchasers  of  these  goods,  therefore,  will  have  to 
pay  to  the  owners  ten  millions  of  dollars  more 
than  the  present  value.  You  will  of  course  lay 
a  tax  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  upon  the  purcha- 
sers and  consumers  of  these  goods,  without  ben- 
efitting tbe  Treasury  a  single  cent. 

Does  this  sir,  sir,  comport  with  the  principles 
of  justice  t  Is  it  right  to  take  from  one  part  of 
the  community  ten  millions  of  dollars  and  put  it 
into  the  bands  of  another  part  ?  In  opposing  thia 
measure,  I  am  not  advocating  the  interest  of  the 
merchant,  but  of  the  farmer,  the  tradesman,  and 
mechanic.   I  am  not  willing  that  tbe  people  whom 


ported  articles  was  the  only  means  to  be  provided ;  I  represent,  in  addition  to  ttie  taxes  they  must  pay 
thai,  after  the  House  had  solemnly  resolved  upon  to  carry  on  the  war,  should  also  pay  such  an  enor- 
t  system  of  taxation,  embracing  various  subjects,  ]  mous  tax  to  the  merchant. 
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Sir,  I  stated  that  doubling  the  duties  would  be 
an  unequal  tax.  This  poiot  was  fully  established 
by  the  honorable  gedileman  from  Connecticut 
(Mr.  Pitkin)  on  a  former  day.  His  statements, 
zbanded  on  o&cial  documents,  have  demonstrated 
that  much  the  greatest  part  of  this  tax  must  be 
Iborne  by  the  Eastern  States.  I  will  only  add  gen- 
erally that  it  will  operate  peculiarly  hard  upon 
the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

I  have  also  stated,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  would 
be  a  most  mischievous  tax.  The  people,  sir,  of 
the  Eastern  States,  who  will  have  to  pay  much 
the  greatest  portion  of  it,  have  long  thought  them- 
selves aggrieved  by  the  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment. They  have  long  considered  them  destruc- 
tive of  their  best  interests.  They  have  remon- 
strated and  petitioned  for  redress;  and  what,  sir, 
will  be  their  feelings,  when,  in  answer  to  all  their 
petitions,  instead  of  bread  \ on  give  them  a^/ofie, 
instead  of  a /f^/i,  a  serpent  1 

Sir,  I  might  enlarge  upon  this  subject,  but  it  is 
an  unpleasant  one,  and  I  forbear. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  expressed  his  sentiments  as  be* 
ing  favorable  to  an  augmentation  of  the  duties 
on  imports;  though  he  was  quite  unprepared  to 
give  his  assent  to  such  increase  in  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  the  bill. 

It  is  therein  proposed,  sir,  to  double  the  existing 
customs.  I  think  this  is  not  the  best  way  of  ac- 
complishinff  the  object  intended.  The  bill  ii 
'  brought  before  us  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  rais- 
ing money.  The  mode  proposed  is,  by  an  addi- 
tion of  one  hundred  percent,  on  the  sums  levied 
upon  imported  merchandise.  Now^  although  I 
am  frienaly  to  a  revision  of  our  tariff*,  and  to  such 
an  amendment  of  it,  as  will  materially  increase  the 
receipts  at  the  Treasury,  I  am  very  far  from  be- 
lieving the  method  now  proposed  for  that  purpose 
is  the  one  we  ought  to  adopt. 

I  object  to  the  plan,  because  it  takes  for  granted 
that  the  rate  of  duties  now  extant  in  our  statutes 
is  precisely  what  it  ought  to  be.  This  1  humbly 
conceive  is  not  the  fact.  A  brief  recital  of  our 
commercial  system  inwards,  will  show  it.  The 
impost,  until  the  adoption  or  the  Constitution  of 
1787,  belonged  to  the  respective  States.  When 
the  Government  went  into  operation  in  1789,  it 
took  the  direction  and  the  profits  of  the  custom- 
houses. One  of  the  earliest  acts  of  the  legisla- 
tors, which,  on  that  occasion,  assembled  at  r^ew 
York,  was  to  fix  the  sunis  which  each  demoml- 
nation  or  parcel  of  foreign  merchandise  should 
pay  on  being  admitted  into  our  country.  This 
was  done,  in  the  first  instance^  with  all  the  skill, 
which  the  patriotism  and  intelligence  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  first  Con^re^s  |)ermitted.  From  ses- 
aion  to  session,  and  Irom  time  to  time,  it  was  al- 
tered and  improved.  The  last  memorable  amend- 
ment, was,  if  I  recollect  right,  in  the  year  1804. 
Then,  a  variety  of  articles  which  had  paid  an  ad 
,  valorem  duty  were  specificallv  enumerated  and 
charged  with  duties  contormably.  At  that  time 
our  tariff  was  admirably  calculated  to  answer  its 
several  purposes.    Much  thought  and  profound 


'  knowledge  bad  been  bestowed,  to  mature  it,  and    posed  by  the  bill  now  before  the  House  was  very 


render  it  a)5  complete  ^s  possible.    It  was  at  thai 


time  peculiarly  aod  happilf  oaleialated  for  the 
good  of  the  nation* 

But  eight  years  have  elapsed  since  that  table  of 
duties  was  arranged.  During  that  term,  prodi- 
gious changes  have  taken  place  in  the  commercial 
world.  The  principal  part  of  the  European  Con- 
tineot,  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Mediterranean,  and 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Adriatic,  have  bowed  to 
the  sovereignty  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 
He  has  published  his  modern  and  enormous  tariff, 
and  caused  it  to  be  enforced  throughout  his  exten- 
sive dominions.  Tobacco,  ootto%  and  other  great 
articles  of  American  produce,  have  been  subjected 
to  excessive  and  almost  prohibitory  imposts. 

Memorable  alterations  have  been  made,  during 
the  aforesaid  period,  in  the  insular  tariff— I  mean 
of  the  British  dominions.  Their  regulations,  as 
relate  to  lumber  and  the  heavy  materials  of  our 
growth,  as  well  as  to  the  exportation  of  their 
own  manufactures,  have  been  materially  tight- 
ened and  straightened.  Their  charges  for  con- 
voy, port  accommodations,  light-hottse&  and  quar- 
antine, are  exceedingly  heavy.  It  is  iiigh  time 
they  should  be  examined,  And  thoroughly  under- 
stood. 

A  great  change  has  also  taken  place  in  the 
colonial  system.  France  has  lost  Martinique, 
Guadaloupe,  aitd  the  Isle  of  Bourbon.  Neither 
the  East  nor  the  West  Indies  contains  any  prov- 
inces owing  allegiance  to  the  Corsicao  Emperor. 
All  the  rum,  sugar,  cofiee.  and  molasses  of  those 
productive  regions,  were  now  English — and  with 
the  English  nation  we  were  now  at  war.  In 
like  manner,  the  Batavian  colonies  had  been 
forced  to  submit  to  the  Mistress  of  the  Seas ;  and 
Guiana,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Batavia.  the 
Spice  Islands,  and  all  the  other  foreign  posses- 
sions of  the  Dutch,  had  yielded  to  her  conquer- 
ing power.  All  their  productions  were  now  Aa- 
glican ;  and  we  could  only  obtain  them  from  or 
tnrough  an  enemy. 

Our  own  country  bad  been  transformed,  during 
the  last  eight  years,  into  a  situation  exceedingly 
different  from  what  it  bad  ever  been  before.  It  has 
taken  many  strides  towards  independence.  The 
soil  has  been  more  profound  I  v  explored,  and  found 
to  contain  innumerable  and  invaluable  produc- 
tions, which  the  mineralogist  examines  with 
pride,  and  the  economist  turns  to  profit.  The 
forest  and  the  fields  have  been  proved  to  rear 
more  indigenous  plants,  and  to  be  capable  of  ma- 
turing more  exotic  ones,  than  any  observer  had 
supposed.  And  the  arts,  trades,  and  manufac- 
tures, which  have  arisen  among  us,  have  pro- 
gressed with  a  ihriftiness  of  which  I  can  cite  yon 
no  exanaple. 

Mr.  M.  then  took  a  survey  of  the  three  great 
purposes  intended  to  be  furthered  by  the  duties 
on  imported  merchandise.  The  first  of  these 
was  the  collection  of  money  for  the  Treasury; 
the  second,  was  the  countervailing  of  other  na- 
tions, by  accommodating  our  duty  to  theirs;  and 
the  third  was,  to  protect  our  infant  and  growing 
manufactures.    He  contended  that  the  mode  pro- 


imperfect  in  all  these  relations.    It  waa  unakil- 
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inWy  devbed.  It  did  mft  eofttaia  those  orldtttoes 
of  care  and  sagacitf  that  ooffat  to  beam  ioerery 
feature.  He  was  not  willing  to  legislate  in  this 
way — by  a  bofi,  step,  and  a  jump.  He  wished 
the  tariff  to  be  varied  in  sueh  a  manner  as  to 
suit  the  aetoal  state  of  things,  and  the  existing 
condition  of  aoeiety  and  business.  With  soeb 
▼ast  ebaoges  in  the  coaimefeial  and  maoofactor* 
ing  depariments,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  who 
could  reconcile  him^lf  to  a  regulation,  now  an* 
tiqoated,  and  differing  alrooet  toio  obbU,  from  the 
real  eU$ideraium, 

Mr.  M.  then  observed  that  there  was  ?et  time 
sufficient  to  permit  this  interesting  subject  to  un- 
dergo the  requisite  inquiry.  He  knew  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  possessed  industry ) 
and  he  would  voueh  for  them,  that  they  possessed 
the  rtquisite  mformation.  Why  not,  theOi  set 
about  it  without  delay? 

That  he  might  not  seem  to  object,  for  the  mere 
purposes  of  debating  or  of  delay,  he  begged  leave 
to  sute  a  general  idea  of  his  meaning.  There 
were  io  oor  tariff  a  number  of  articles  which 
were  admitted  free:  among  these  was  wool. 
This  waa  wisely  permitted  when  the  duties  were 
fixed ;  bot  now  sheep,  both  of  the  common,  the 
Merino,  and  the  mixed  breeds,  had  become  so 
rery  numerous,  that  wo  exported  their  fieeces,  he 
thought  it  might  be  proper  to  lay  a  duty  on  Im- 
ports wool.  The  like  would  probably  be  found 
to  apply  to. furs,  skins,  hides,  and  pelts  of  aU 
kinds.  Though  he  did  not  mention  those  things 
definitely  and  conclusively,  bot  as  in  the  most 
presaiog  maaner  demaadiog  a  revision  and  ad- 
justment* As  another  example,  he  would  men* 
tion  gypsnm,  heretofore  properly  admitted  free^ 
for  improreoneat  of  agriculmre  and  archiieoture ; 
bot  now  thai  oar  oountry  was  found  to  eoatain 
such  deep  and  extensive  quarries,  as  to  sapply 
every  toteroal  demand,  and  to  afford  abundance 
for  exportation  both  to  Fraace  and  Nova  Scotia, 
it  would  probably  be  found  expedient  to  lay  a 
duty  upon  it. 

There  wero  some  articles  that  were,  in  all 
probability,  charged  high  enough  already.  Such 
were  refined  sugars,  susar-candv,  hats,  and  man* 
ttfaetaves  in  leather.  The  two  former  were  near- 
ly prohibited  already ;  and  double  duties  on  the 
two  latter^  in  all  likelihood,  make  them  produce 
oothing  at  all.  The  whole  system  deserved  to 
be  revised  and  retouched — not  for  the  purpose  of 
adding  per  mtUum  the  proposed  hundred  per 
cent.,  but  of  graduating  it  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  oor  domestio  improvements,  and  our 
external  relations. 

Doable  duties  on  articles- where  great  value 
was  united  to  small  balk,  as  in  watches  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  in  precious  stones,  pearls,  and 
jewelrv  of  all  kinds,  might  he  an  inducement  to 
smoggiiog.  Already  we  knew  the  temptation 
was  too  great  to  be  resisted  under  the  present 
duties,  and  if  they  were  augmented  to  the  amount 
proposed,  what  evasions  might  not  be  feared  ? 

it  woald  be  easy  to  multiply  illustrations ;  but 
lest  i  should  be  considered  as  dwelling  too  long 
upon  the  subject,  1  shall  eoaeiade  my  remaiin 


with  a  motion  that  tbo  hill  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  that  kind  of  modification  and  amendment 
to  which  I  have  alluded.  Believing  this  course  will 
best  comport  with  the  dignity  and  honor  of  this 
Hoose,  with  efficient  raising  of  revenue,  with  the 
reciprocity  due  to  other  nations,  and  with  the 
domestic  condition  of  msoofaetures  and  the  arts, 
i  move  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted.   - 

Mr.  BLXBOKER.-^Mr.  Speaker:  I  was  happy 
to  observe  on  Saturday  that  the  vote  of  the  ma- 
jority was  not  so  uniform  on  this  bill  as  usual.  ^ 
This  circumstance  very  much  fortifies  the  arg^-  •> 
raeots  urged  against  it  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
and  proves  that  the  opposition  cannot  be  referred 
merely  to  the  spirit  of  partv.  Indeed,  sir.  the 
objections  to  the  increase  ot  duty  contemplated 
b)r  this  bill  are  so  palpable  and  obvious  to  my 
miod,  that  1  still  hope  it  will  not  finally  pass.  It 
will  be  unequal  aod  unlair  in  its  operation  in 
many  respects.  It  will  give  a  vast  advantage  to 
the  merchants  who  now  have  goods  on  band 
over  those  whose  goods  are  not  yet  in  the  coun- 
try, and  which  wiU  be  imported  after  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  The  additional  duty  will  by  the 
former  be  added  to  the  price  of  the  goods,  aod 
thus  an  enormous  profit  will  be  given  them.  Bot 
this  is  comparatively  a  minor  eomdderatton.  It 
is  to  be  regretted,  sir,  that  we  have  not  a  fair, 
JBst,  and  equal  system  of  internal  taxation,  judi- 
ciously devised,  with  a  wise  releri^nce  to  the  feel- 
ings and  temper  of  the  people.  But,  in  all  our 
late  plans  and  schemes,  we  appear  to  go -on  with-  ^ 
out  any  reference  at  all  to  the  temper  and  feel- 
ings ot  the  people.  A  revenue  derived  altogether 
from  duties  oa  imports  must  always  be  unequal 
in  its  operation  on  different  parts  of  the  country, 
and  different  classes  of  the  commuoity.  There 
will  he  dietriets  of  the  country— there  will  be 
whole  8tates-MB  which  manufactures  will  be 
csrried  on  to  a  great  extent ;  while  other  parts  of 
the  country,  and  other  Slates,  have  few  or  no 
manufactures.  In  this  respect  there  will  be  a 
serious  inequality  between  manufacturing  aad 
non-manufacturing  States.  Again,  sir,  it  is  said 
that  the  duty  will  be  paid  by  the  consumer.  Bat 
it  is  not  invariably  true  that  the  consumer  pays 
the  duty.  The  whole  of  it  is  sometimes  paid  by 
the  consumer;  it  is  sometimes  divided  between 
the  importer  and  consumer,  and  not  unfrequently 
falls  altogether  on  the  importer.  This  depends 
on  a  variety  of  circumstances—- principally  the 
state  of  the  market.  When  the  market  is  over- 
stocked, a  great  portion  of  it  most  fall  oa  the 
merchant.  There  must  ofUm  be  in  this  country 
a  state  of  things  which  renders  it  difficult  or  im- 
posbible  to  add  the  amount  of  the  duty  to  the- 
price  of  the  commodity.  What  the  state  of 
things,  Rikd  what  the  market  will  beduting  the 
war,  for  which  this  revenue  is  to  be  provided,  it 
is  difficult  to  foresee ;  for  what  sort  of  a  war  we 
are  to  have,  no  one  can  tell.  It  will  perhaps  be 
another  anonmly  furnished  by  American  potitics. 
I  believe,  however,  hj  the  way,  that  gentlemen, 
who  expect  much  of  *^  the  pride,  pomp,  and  cir- 
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comstmnce  of  glorioos  war,"  will  be  mmdk  dintp- 
pointed. 

But,  sir,  admitting  with  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  that  the  additional  datf  provided  by 
this  bill  will  be  paid  by  the  consumers  of  im- 
ported articles,  if  the  eonsiunption  is  much  mf»re 
in.  one  part  of  the  country  than  in  another,  the 
burdens  of  the  war  will  be  imposed  rery  uoe- 
qoally  and  unjustly.  Now  it  was  proved  to  de- 
monstration, by  the  intelligent  and  accurate  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut.  (Mr.  Pitkin,)  that  the 
consumption  of  imported  articles  is  much  greater 
in  one  section  ol  the  country  than  in  the  other. 
His  statements  and  arguments  on  this  subject 
have  not  been  denied.  Indeed,  the  candid  and 
honorable  gentleman  who  advocated  this  bill  on 
Saturday,  (Mr.  Bibb.)  admitted  that  it  would  not 
operate  equally*  It  will  impose  the  burdens  of 
the  war  on  the  Atlantic,  the  commercial.  Stales. 
It  is  true,  sir,  that  many  imported  articles  are 
consumed  in  everv  part  of  the  Union.  Tea  and 
coffee,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Smilib)  told  q8,are  used  in  the  Western  country. 
But  the  great  consompiion  of  foreign  goods  is  in 
the  Atlantic  States;  and,  more  than  anywhere 
eke,  in  the  Northeastern  section,  the  most  cam- 
mereial  States. 

I  know,  sir,  that  this  topic  is  regarded  by  many 
gentlemen  as  ungracious  and  invidious.  But, 
legislating  as  we  are  for  a  confederated  Republic, 
it  is  worse  than  idle  not  to  regard  the  character, 
aitnation^  and  interest  of  the  people,  in  the  sev* 
eral  sections  of  the  Union;  and,  I  a^  gentlemen 
who  are  so  ardent  in  the  war,  whose  bomns  seem 
to  glow  with  patriotic  fire,  is  it  just  and  fair  to 
abutdon  the  internal  taxes  and  impose  so  much 
of  the  burden  of  (he  war  upon  the  people  of  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  the  majority  of 
whom  are  known  to  be  opposed  to  it;  whose 
hearts  and  souls  are  not  in  the  business ;  who  are 
driven,  and  dragged,  and  Ibiced  into  a  war,  in 
which  they  will  go  with  yon  no  further,  nor  any 
longer,  than  a  patriotic  obedience  to  the  Coast i- 
tacion  and  laws  of  the  country  requires;  a  war 
which  they  consider  nowise,  impolitic,  inexpedi- 
ent, and  ruinous;  a  war  which  must  annihilate 
their  commerce ;  that  commerce  to  which  they 
•we  their  rapid  progress  in  population,  in  the  arts 
of  civilized  life,  in  knowledge,  in  literature,  in  all 
that  adorns  and  makes  society  valuable  and  in- 
teresting 1  From  this  people,  in  such  a  war,  you 
have  little  to  expect.  While  we  are  talking  of 
the  protection  of  commerce  and  the  violation  of 
neutral  rights,  they  see  us  adopt  the  most  effectual 
means  to  destroy  all  their  commerce. 

Another  objection  of  no  little  importance,  that 
has  been  urged  against  this  bill,  is  its  tendency 
to  promote  smuggling.  Before  the  restrict!  re  sys- 
tem, which,  however  well  meant  by  many,  has 
proved  so  inefficacious  and  ruinous,  we  had  in 
this  country  a  system  of  commercial  morals,  of 
whioh  we  had  much  reason  to  boast.  Such  was 
the  purity  and  fairness  of  the  mercantile  char- 
acter that  in  no  other  country  in  the  world  was 
the  revenue  arising  from  duties  on  imporu  so 
punctually  paid,  so  easily  and  cheaply  polleeted. 


and  with  tbe  aid  of  i»  law  officers.  Bni  the  ua- 
fortunate  policy  adopted  in  1606  haa  destroyed 
the  parity  and  elevation  of  commercial  morals. 
Evasions  and  violations  of  the  lawaace  00  longer 
disrepntahle.  And,  what  sir,  must  be  the  situa- 
tion of  a  oonntry  in  which  a  constant  evasion 
and  op^  violation  of  the  laws  ate  not  reprobated 
bv  public  sentiment.  The  moial  and  patriotic 
observer  will  see  with  pain  and  mortifieation  that 
we  are  about  to  add  to  the  temptations  to  increase 
tbe  stiroulua  to  evasions  and  violations  of  the 
laws,  still  more  to  debase  and  degrade  the  com- 
mercial eharaeter  of  the  eonntry.  To  ahow  how 
well  founded  this  objection  to  this  bill  is,  I  beg 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  gemlenieQ  to  the 
observations  of  Mr.  GaUatin,  ia  his  '^  Sketch  of 
tbe  Finances  of  the  United  States,"  pi»blished  as 
long  ago  as  1796,  since  which  time  the  duties  on 
imports  have  been  considerably  atigmanted.  He 
says,  speaking  of  tbe  revenue  arising  from  im* 
ports,  **This  resource  has  beea  carried  already 
'  pretty  generally  as  far  as  its  own  iimiis  will  per- 
'  mit.    For  there  is  a  certain  rate  of  duty  beyoad 

*  which  the  high  temptation  offered  to  amugglisg. 
'  or  a  diminution  of  consumption,  BHist  necesaariJy 
'  decrease  the  revenue.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the 
^  present  diuies  have,  upon  all    thoae   articles 

*  which  are  fit  objects  of  taxation,  bona  carried 
'  to  the  utmost 'extent  of  which  ihey  are  are  sas- 
'  ceptible."  After  speeifying  some  nrticies,  tbe 
duty  on  which  might  be  increased,  he  goes  on  to 
say :  "Yet  it  may  be  safely  predicted,  that  unless 
'  recourse  be  had  to  direct  taxes,  the  unUToidabie 
'  consequence  will  be  an  undne  and  d»ngeroas 

*  aogineniation  of  the  present  duties  00  inaporia* 
^  tion.''  If,  SIT)  it  was  dangeroiu  in  1796  to  ang- 
ment  the  duties,  how  much  gxeater  most  the  das- 
ger  be  now,  when  in  the  meantime  gwm^t  addi- 
tions have  already  beea  made  te  them. 

There  is^  sir,  another  important  view  of  the 
snbjecl  beiore  us  at  this  moment.  The  increase 
of  the  duty,  a  relianee  upon  the  iaaposc  as  tke 
means  of  .supporting  the  war,  in  connexion  with 
the  abandonment  of  the  internal  taxes,  affords  an 
instructive  practical  leHSoh  on  the  nature  of  oar 
Government.  It  teaches  you  that  it  is  unfit  for 
the  purposee  of  foreign,  and  offensive  war.  If 
gentlemen  are  now  afraid  to  impose  the  taxes, 
they  must  believe  that  the  people  will  not  bear 
them.  And,  indeed,  sir.  few  cases  will  oecur  ia 
which  the  people  will  submit  to  support  the  bur* 
dens  of  an  offensive  war.  Seldom  will  the  Qor- 
erament  be  able  to  carry  on  such  a  war.  Bat. 
sir.  the  conduct  of  those  gentlemen  of  the  ma« 
jority  who  are  for  imposing  additional  duties  and 
abandoning  the  taxes,  proves  another  thing.  If, 
when  they  have  just  entered  upon  the  war.  they 
hesitate,  and  are  afraid  to  exact  of  the  people  the 
means  necessary  to  carry  it  on,  they  must  be  eoa- 
scions  that  the  war  hi  not  so  popular  as  they  have 
imagined,  for  if  the  people  are  so  hearty  in  the 
business  as  gentlemen  have  professed  to  believe, 
if  they  think  the  war  a  wise^  politic,  and  neces- 
sary measure,  they  cannot  be  unwilling  to  be 
taxed  a  little  for  its  support. 

Mr.  W40oanT.*^Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  o^Maed  to 
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the  iMitioD  of  one  Imttdrtd  per  oeat.  to  the  pre** 
ent  ntfs  of  dtttiet .  I  am  aware  that  tny  friends 
io  Ike  majoritf  will  tkink  strange  that  I  shooid 
Totewith  the  mi^ity  on  this  qaestion.  Sir,  I 
Btiod  here  as  llie  ftepreeentatire  of  a  free  people, 
tod  88  saeh  I  shall  act.  I  will  not  act  contrary 
to  mjr  own  optnioo,  and  what  I  be)ie?e  to  be 
n|ht,  because  the  gentlemen  in  the  minority 
tbiok  with  me.  Mueh  might  be  said  ivepeotiog 
the  oneqotl  bearing  of  this  mode  of  taxation ; 
bat  I  leave  that  subjeel,  and  ^ome  to  what  I  think 
arerf  great  objeetion  to  the  adding  one  hundred 
per  cent,  on  the  present  import  dutiea.  Sir,  I  am 
very  williog  thai  the  dnties  on  imported  articles 
should  be  angmenled  as  mueh  as  the  trade  of  the 
coQDtry  will  bear,  in  order  thereby  to  prevent  a 
direct  tax ;  but,  air,  one  hundred  per  cent,  is  more 
thin  it  wiU  bear,  and  I  feel  myself  botmd  to  vote 
•zaiosi  such  an  aogmamation.  Shooid  the  vote 
obtain  for  soeh  an  extraordinary  addition  lo  the 
doties  already  imposed  on  our  imports,  it  would, 
in  my  opinion,  defeat  the  object  for  which  it  is 
inteoded.  One  of  two  things  must  take  place, 
either  that  it  would  create  so  great  a  temptation 
for  imnggling  as  to  prevent  the  Qovemmentfrom 
fetting  as  much  as  they  now  get,  or  that  the  mer- 
ebaot  would  consider  it  as  amoonting  to  a  probi- 
bitioD.  Rani  is  an  article  of  great  importation. 
This  article  costs  in  foveign  ports  about  mfry  cents 
a  gallon,  the  highest  proof  payn  thirty  cents  per 
gtlbn,  making  etehty  eents;  then  add  freight, 
commissions,  and  deduct  for  leakage,  it  will  leave 
birt  little  for  the  merchant  who  boya  and  ships 
it  here  to  sell.  In  mauy  instance  they  have 
made  lotiag  vo^a^  on  this  article,  and  would 
not  bare  brought  it  to  this  country  bat  for  their 
beiog  forced  to  take  it  in  fwyment  for  their  ont- 
ward  houod  eargnes^  !t  is  said  the  consumer 
inysall.  Sir,  if  you  rale  yonr  artiela  too  high, 
there  will  be  no  consumer;  nohody  will  buy; 
they  will  drink  domestic  spirits.  In  that  case 
yon  will,  instead  of  adding  to  your  revenue,  lose 
the  great  advantage  you  now  have,  and  siill 
^i?ht  receive,  from  the  importation  of  mm.  Sir, 
1  presame  what  I  have  stated  will  not  be  contra* 
dieted  by  any  merchant  in  this  House.  U,  then, 
yoor  ram  costs  fifty  cents  in  foreign  ports,  your 
present  duty  thirty  cents,  add  one  hundred  per 
<^t.  will  give  you  sixty  cents  on  each  galloa ; 
ten  cents  more  per  gallon  than  the  first  cost.  Let 
tte  ask  gentlemen,  as  well  those  who  do,  as  those 
who  do  not  ondersund  mercantile  tmnsaotions, 
^iil  either  of  them  believe  that  a  merchant, 
iQowiog  before  he  sends  for  an  article,  that  he 
vtist  give  to  his  own  Qovernment  more  than  the 
vhole  cost  of  his  cargo  for  the  privilege  of  Innd- 
H}^)  will  ever  send  for  a  cargo  c^  rum,  a  carffo 
vt^ich,  when  it  shall  arrive,  will  not  sell  for 
«&ongh  to  pay  the  outfits  7  If  io  this  statement 
^  >i&  correct,  it  clearly  follows  that  your  duties 
anMNint,  on  this  article,  to  a  prohibition.  Sir,  for 
the  reasons  offered,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say* 
*^?)  that  you  will  not  get  so  much  revenue,  if 
yoa  add  one  hundred  per  cent,  as  yon  will  if  you 
^  bni  fifty.  I  have  mentioned  one  article  for 
^pttrposeof  eloeidnUng  the  plan ;  many  mar^ 


mightjie  mentioDed  would  iimt  permit.  Sir«  the 
present  system  is  very  imperfect.  Some  articles 
would  bear  fifty  or  an  hundred  per  cent,  better 
than  others  would  ten.  A  new  system  ought  to 
be  made,  therefore^  and  each  article  taxed  as 
much  as  it  will  bear,  according  to  its  demand  in 
our  markeL  In  this,  as  with  shopkeepers,  we 
shall  find  that  light  gains  make  the  heavv  purse. 
If  the  one  hundred  per  cenL  is  retained  in  the 
bill,  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Brigbam.— Mr.  Speaker,  the  protection 
and  the  regulation  of  commerce  has  become  a 
prime  object  of  legislation.  This  bill  provides 
for  the  doubling  of  the  duties  on  all  imported 
merchandise. 

Sir,  the  restrictive  system  has  operated  very 
severely  on  the  commercial  part  of  the  eommo- 
nity — it  has  been  the  source  of  much  compUtm. 
The  eommeroial  dass  of  our  fellow-citizens  have 
been  oppressed ;  they  have  been  impoverished  by 
the  poliny  of  their  own  Government,  and  ihey 
have  been  solieiting  their  rulers  for  relief.  They 
complsioed  of  the  first  embaigo;  what  did  they 
get?  why,  non-intercourse.  They  complained 
of  the  tton«tnterconrse,  and  you  soon  gave  them 
non-importation ;  when  they  complained  of  the 
non-importation,  they  had,  in  addition  to  the  evil 
complamed  of,  a  second  embarga  They  then 
complakied  and  prayed  for  the  repeal  of  both  these 
laws,  and  yon  have  given  them  a  declaration  nf 
war*-an  open  war  against  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  depeoden- 
eies  thereof.  They  complain  of  this  war,  and 
yen  give  them  double  duties  on  all  imported  mer- 
chandise. 

Stryeommerce,  and  theregolatioo  of  commercoi 
have  become  the  Alpha  and  the  Om^a ;  it  is  the 
cause  of  wart— it  is  the  professed  object  and  end 
of  war ;  and  by  this  bill,  you  are  making  provision 
for  this  very  class  of  citizens,  who  have  neea  thus 
complaining,  oppressed  and  impoverished,  to  sup* 
port  the  war  by  payinjg  double  duties. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  increase  of  impost  is  a  tax 
which,  in  my  opinion,  will  operate  unjustly  and 
unequally.  It  is  imposing  a  heavier  burden  on 
the  Eastern  and  Northern,  than  on  the  Southern 
and  Western  States. 

The  former  are  oader  the  necessity  of  impoit- 
iog  and  of  consuming  more  of  the  foreign  manu- 
factures, than  the  Southern  States ;  and  though 
they  are  a  hardy  race,  they  are  not  able  to  ea- 
couater  the  severities  and  rigors  of  the  Northern 
Winters  without  a  much  greater  quantity  of  cloth- 
injg  than  is  necessary  for  the  people  in  the  Southern 
climatesu 

Sir,  the  people  in  the  Bastern  States  have  been 
reduced  in  their  supplies;  they  have  not  beon 
able  to  carry  on  their  ordinary  domestic  manu- 
iactures  for  want  of  the  necessary  means  to  pre- 
pare the  crude  article  for  manufacture ;  and  dar- 
iDg  this  long  session  they  have  been  memoiial- 
iziog  Cosgressy  and  praying  that  they  mi^ht  be 
allowed  to  import  the  article  of  wire,  and  of  such 
size  as  is  not  manufactured  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  making  of  cnrds.  neces- 
sary IO  prfpare  couoa  and  wool  for  the  making  of 
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olotb  }  but  they  hftve  not  betn  fMruutted.  Maay 
have-solicned  Congress  for  leave  to  import  such 
goods  and  oier<ibaodise  as  were  ordered  and  paid 
for  before  the  issotog  of  the  President's  proela* 
mation  in  November,  1810;  but  without  sueeess. 

Sir,  to  me,  it  is  apjost  and  tmpoittic  to  subject 
the  owners  of  soch  ^^oods,  after  being  kept  oat  of 
the  use  of  tbeir  capital  stock  for  years,  not  only 
losing  the  interest  of  the  purchase  money,  but 
obliged  to  incur  an  expense  of  care  and  storage 
of  their  goods ;  that  they  should  now  be  hoJden 
to  pay  double  duties.  It  is,  indeed,  calling  on  in- 
dividuals who  have  for  years  been  4cprived  of 
the  benefit  of  tbeir  property,  to  pay  a  duty  which 
did  not  exist  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the 
goods.  In  this  case  the  bill  under  consideration 
will  have  a  retrospective  operation,  and  the  mer- 
chant holden  to  pay  double  duties  is  injured  with- 
out any  fault  of  his,  or  rightful  elatm  on  the  part 
of  the  (Severnment. 

Sir.  this  enormous  increase  of  duties  to  be  paid 
on  imported  merchandise,  will  defeat  the  object, 
and  deprive  the  Government  of  the  revenue  con- 
templated. Is  it  not  holding  out  a  premium  to 
evade  your  law  ?  Will  there  not  be  a  strong  temp- 
tation to  those  individuals  who  are  subject  to  pay 
this  duty  to  cheat  the  Government,  and  abandon 
moral  obligation  and  practise  smuggling. 

Sir,  this  s}rstem  will  destroy  the  public  morals, 
and  the  public  laws  ought  to  be  founded  on  prin- 
ciples calculated  to  elevate  the  tone  of  public 
morals,  and  not  to  destroy  them. 

This  is  a  tax  which  will  occasion  uneasiiiess 
'  among  our  most  industrious  and  enterprising  cit- 
izens ;  and  if  you  are  going  to  prosecute  a  vigor- 
ous war,  it  will  be  important  and  necessary  that 
you  have  the  people  with  you,  and  that  you  have 
^heir  respect  and  confidence — ^and  that  must  be 
aecured  by  protecting  tbeir  rights,  and  promoting 
their  prosperity.  The  doublinf;  of  the  duties,  as 
provided  by  this  bill,  in  my  opinion,  is  unequal, 
and  will  disafiect  our  constituents,  and  we  shall 
lose  their  esteem  and  attachment;  and  I  hope 
that  the  bill  will  not  be  permitted  to  past  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Potter  was  in  favor  of  a  recommitment, 
but  for  other  reasons  than  those  assigned  by  the 
mover.  He  wished  it  referred,  to  give  an  oppor«> 
lunity  to  ascertain  the  sentiments  of  the  House 
on  the  subject  of  the  repeal,  or  the  partial  suspea* 
sion,  of  the  present  non-importation  act. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  foiHid  more  pleasure  in  the 
pursuit  of  many  of  the  things  of  this  world,  than 
in  the  possession  of  them ;  and  he  found  it,  in 
some  measure,  so  with  those  who  had  been  very 
zealous  in  the  pursuit  of  war.  They  appeared  to 
htm  to  have  taken  more  pleasure  in  the  pursuit 
of  their  favorite  object,  than  in  the  enjoyment  of 
it ;  and  he  was  not  sorry  to  see  that  the  war  spirit 
bad  already  began  to  evaporate,  and  the  cold  cal- 
culating spirit,  80  much  reprobated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session,  becoming  more  fash- 
ionablck 

Mr.  P.  had  been  induced  to  believe  from  the 
zealous  patriotism  displayed  this  session,  that  this 
was  to  be  a  fighting,  and  not  a  trading  war ;  tbat 


tboeo  who  had  so  gtaerooaly  pledged  their  lives 
in  support  of  the  present  war.  would  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  fighting,  and  that  tbos^  who  bad 
in  the  same  manner  pledged  their  fortunes  in  sup- 
port of  any  measure  adoptc<^by  the  Administra- 
tion, would  have  an  opportunity  of  paying. 

Mr.  P.  thouffht  we  had  commenced  this  war 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and  the  en- 
couragement of  our  manufactories,  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  the  commerce  and  en- 
couraging the  manufactories  of  Great  Britain ; 
as  by  this  war,  with  the  partial  importation  act, 
(contemplated  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,)  we  at 
once  destroy  our  own  commerce}  by  placing  in 
the  hands  of  the  English  the  greatest  part  we 
have  at  sea,  leaving  the  remainder  useless,  to  rot 
at  our  wharves.  We  destroy  our  maauikctories 
of  cotton  by  the  strange  selection,  in  our  partial 
importation  act.  We  give  to  Great  Britain  ad- 
vaatages  in  this  war>  that  she  has  not  enjoyed  in 
time  of  peace.  We  surrender  to  her  what  many 
say  she  has  been  contending  for — the  commerce 
of  the  world— 4)y  giving  her  an  oppoHuoity  of 
supplying  us  with  her  merchandise  under  the  fl^ 
of  her  frtends ;  and,  in  the  first  onset  of  this  war, 
implicitly  acknowhrdge  our  dependence  upon 
them ;  that  we  cannot  do  without  their  manufac- 
ture to  eiothe  the  nation,  nor  without  tbeir  com- 
to  raise  a  revenue  to  carry  on  the  war. 


roerce. 


Mr.  P.  said,  if  he  had  been  in  favor  of  this  war, 
it  would  have  {been  painful  to  him  to  he  compel- 
led to  acknowledge  that  the  people  in  this  country , 
who  pretended  to  sigh  so  much  for  war,  would 
not  bear  the  least  privationS|  or  consent  in  any 
event  to  pay  taxes,  but  must  depend  upon  their 
enemyto  clothe  them,aod  to  furotsh  them  with  an 
indirect  commerce  to  raise  a  re  venue  to  fight  them 
with.  Mr.  P.  sfiid,  a  wftr  thns  carried  on  must  be 
without  an  object— very  ruinous  to  this  country, 
and  df  long  duration ;  for»  if  Gkeat  Britain  can 
send  her  manufactures  into  the  United  States  at 
high  prices,  and  purchase  our  produce  almost  at 
her  own  price,  and  be  the  exclusive  carrier,  both 
ways,  in  her  own  ships,  under  the  flag  of  neutrals 
entirely  under  her  control ;  she  can  liaf  e  no  ob- 
ject in  making  peace. 

Mr.  P.,  although  ^^j  much  opposed  to  the  war 
himself,  was  sorry  to  see  that  (for  the  purposes  of 
revenue)  it  was  to  be  carried  on  iq  the  same 
manner  as  the  embargo  and  the  non  intercourse 
had  been,  to  operate  almost  exclusively  on  our- 
selves and  to  the  advantage  of  our  present  ene- 
my. When  the  embargo  was  laid,  although  we 
could  carry  nothing  abroad,  a  loop*hole  was  left 
in  it  to  permit  our  ships  to  go  abroad  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  home  property  due  to  our  mer- 
chants, and,  nnder  that  provision,  nearly  six  hun- 
dred vessels  sailed,  and  the  greatest  part  of  them 
returned  with  valuable  cargoes,  and,  although  it 
defeated  the  object  of  the  embargo,  if  it  had  any, 
and  operated  very  hard  upoa  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  generally,  it  furnished  very  con- 
siderable revenue  to  the  Treasury.  Under  the 
present  non-importation  act,  which  prohihited  the 
importation  into  the  United  States  of  any  goods, 
wares,  or  movchandisc^  of  the  growth  &t  maou- 
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r««tQre  of  Great  Brittin  aiid  her  dependeDeict, 
Dearly  or  quite  as  mueli  ram,  »uirar,  and  molawet, 
the  fffodoce  of  tbe  Englisfa  West  India  Islands, 
hare  been  permitted  to  be  brouffht  to  tbe  United 
Slates  as  at  any  former  period.  Mr.  P.  would 
not  pretend  to  say  that  the  officerfi  of  Goyernroeot 
had  conniTed  at  the  breach  of  this  law  (for  the 
purposes  of  revenue)  but  he  stated  it  as  a  fact, 
that  those  goods  had  been  admitted  to  an  entry, 
ind  that  there  was  not  a  custom- bou?e  in  the 
United  States  but  must  know,  tt  the  time  thai  they 
were  of  the  growth  of  the  Bogllsh  islands,  and 
that  the  place  that  they  generally  purported  to 
come  from,  neTer  produced  either  of  the  articles 
any  more  than  the  desk  before  him.  It  is,  at  all 
ticnes,  the  duty  of  a  GoTemment.  so  far  from 
conniriog  at  the  breach  of  their  laws,  to  execute 
them  rery  strictly;  and,  the  very  moment  they  cease 
to  enforce  or  suffer  them  to  be  evaded,  it  is  an 
acknowledgment  that  the  law  is  unjust  and  im« 
proper  in  itself  and  ought  to  be  repealed. 

What  is  DOW  to  be  the  operation  of  this  war? 
While  it  has  been  thought  by  some  to  be  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  enforce  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem, it  is  likely  to  turn  out  to  be  a  trading  war. 
and  not  unlike  the  embargo  and  uon-importationj 
and,  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  its  operations  on 
Great  Britam  are  to  be  defeated  in  the  same 
manner  as  those  of  the  embargo  and  non-importa* 
tion  have  been. 

Mr.  P.  said,  if  the  non-importation  act  should 
be  repealed  or  suspended  in  part,  agreeable  to  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  we 
are  to  have  a  trading  war,  we  shall  have  a  rere- 
nne  sufficient  to  answer  all  our  purposes,  Without 
increasing  our  duties  at  all,  as  we  can  disband 
our  army  and  reduce  our  expenses,  as  the  differ- 
ence of  expense  between  a  trading  and  a  fighting 
war  will  be  so  great  that  the  present  rate  of  du- 
ties will  answer  all  our  purposes ;  but,  if  the  non- 
importation act  should  not  be  repealed  or  sus- 
pended, we  shall  have  no  importations  of  import*' 
aoce  for  the  double  duties  to  operate  upon ;  for,  if 
you  double  your  duties  under  such  circumstances, 
by  which  you  raise  one  million  of  dollars,  what 
is  the  operation  upon  the  consumer  1   Allowing, 
which  is  eeriainiy  the  fact,  that  the  whole  amount 
of  gooda  to  the  country  at  this  time  Is  equal  to 
oae  year's  importation,  which  would  have  given 
the  Government  a  revenue  of  at  least  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  the  present  holder  of  the  goods 
ifl  this  country  will  immediately  add  the  double 
duties  to  his  present  price,  which  will  be  increas- 
ed in  consequence  of  the  war; so  that  the  consu- 
mers will  have  to  pay  the  present  holders  of  the 
goods  now  in  this  country  at  least  fifteen  million 
of  dollars,  of  which  the  Grovernment's  obtaining 
one  million  of  dollars  on  future  importations,  you 
compel  the  consumer  to  pay  at  least  sixteen. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would,  for  a  moment,  examine 
the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  subject  of  revenue,  recommending  a^  partial 
suspension  of  the  present  non-importation  act. 
He  calculates  that,  by 'doubling  the  duties  on  such 
partial  importation,  allowing  that  we  should  im- 
part only  hair  as  much  from  Great  Britain  in 


time  -of  war  as  In  peace,  that  the  dqjies  would 
amnttttt  to  the  same.  Here  asain,  you  have  no 
mercy  on  the  consumers ;  as  the  operation  in  the 
first  pbce  will  be  to  give  Great  Britain  double  ' 
her  prices  for  her  goods,  on  which  the  Government 
gets  double  duties,  all  which  is  to  be  paid  by  the 
consumer,  when  the  price  of  his  produce  is  to  de- 
crease in  much  the  same  proportion. 

Mr.  P.  had  heard  much,  on  former  occasions,  * 
about  the  encouragement  of  our  manufactories, 
and;  although  he  never  was  himself  for  encour- 
agiiig  them  at  the  expense  of  the  farmer,  or  the 
depression  of  our  eommerce.  yet  he  could  but  la- 
ment that,  after  the  commercial  spirit  of  the  coun- 
try !was  almost  broken  down,  and  many  of  our 
comraerciai  and  seafaring  citizens  had  been  com* 
pdled  to  quit  their  former  employment  and  retort 
to  manufacturing  for  the  support  of  their  fami- 
lies, that  the  labor  of  that  valuable  class  of  citi- 
zeas  were  next  to  be  assailed  ;  for,  in  ezamiultig 
the  bill  on  our  tables,  in  consequence  of  the  letter 
of  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury,  recommending 
tha  partial  importatioui  what  will  be  the  effect 
upon  the  cotton  factories?  All  cotton  cloth  un- 
der fifteen  pence  and  over  three  shillings  per 
souare  yard,  prime  cost,  is  to  be  prohibited,  and 
all  between  these  two  prices  are  to  be  imported, 
so  that  the  quality  almost  exclusively  manufac- 
tured{  and  in  general  use  in  this  country  is  to  be 
permitted. 

Mr.  P.  thought  this  a  very  left-handed  way  of 
encouraging  toe  manufactures  of  this  country ; 
but  it  seems  as  though  every  consideration  in  time 
of  war  as  well  as  peace,  is  to  be  sacrificed  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  money  from  the  people  in  a 
manner  the  most  likely  for  them  to  remain  in  ig- 
norance of  the  burdens  that  the  Government  im- 
poae  upon  them. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  RAicnoLPH 
to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words  ^  one 
hundred''  before  the  words  ^  per  centum,"  in  the 
first  section;  and  the  question  thereon  being 
taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas 
50,  nays  75,  as  follows : 

YxAS — John  Baker,  Abtjah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
BleeckeTt  James  Bredtenridge,  EHjah  Brigham,  Fran- 
cis Cavr,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Lanc^oo  Cheves» 
Martin  Chittenden*  Thomas  B«  Cooke,  John  Daven- 
port, jun.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitcb^ 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Na- 
thaniel Maoon,  George  C.  MaxweU*  Archibald  Me- 
Biyde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson*  Timothy  Pitkin*  jun.,  Ben- 
jamin Pond,  clisha  R.  Potter,  Joaiah  Quincy,  John 
Randolph,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson, 
Heniy  M.  Rtdgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheflby, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stnsit,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Sturgee,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats— William  Anderson,  Daniel  Avety,  David 

Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  WilUam 

Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  Willism  Butler,  John  C. 

I  Calhonn,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton* 

'  Lewis  Condict,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Richard  Cotts,  jun.. 
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Rogor  D«ng,  John  DftWvon,  Joseph  Be^M,  SamiMl 
Diniraoor,  William  Findley,  Jamct  Fiik,  MmbmA 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholaon,  Petenon  Goodwyn*  Felix 
Grondy,  Bollinf  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
AjkU  Hawea,  John  M.  Hyneman.  Ridkard  M.  John* 
000,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Laoook* 
Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lrle,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Bamuel  Mc- 
Me,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L. 
Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleas- 
ants, jun.,  Samael  Ringgnld,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebcnecer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Ebenezer  Searer,  John  SvTier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  John  SmiKe,  George  Smfth,  John  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Tnrap, 
Charles  Turner,  jun^  Robert  WhStehill,  David  R. 
WUliams,  WUliam  Widgeiy,  Richard  Winn,  and  Rob- 
ert  Wright 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  re'>enfrossed} 
and  read  the  third  time  to-day.  The  bill  was  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  liroe  aecordiogly ;  and, 
on  the  qaesiion  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative^^yeas  76,  nays  48,  as 
follows: 

TxAS — William  Anderson,  Daniel  Avery,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  WUliam 
Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WUUam  But- 
ler, John  C.  Calhoi^n,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran, 
John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford, 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Hatper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman«  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Joseph  Kent,  WUliam  R.  King,  Abner  Laeook»  Joseph 
Lefrver,  Peter  Litde,  WUliam  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyis, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  MaxweU*  Thos.  MoarSf 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  MoKee,  Alexander  McKian, 
Aronah  Meteall^  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  James  Morgant 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens, 
WUliam  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  JonaUian 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  WiUlam  Strong,  John  Taliaferro, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert 
Whitehill,  David  R.  WUliams,  Richaid  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wright 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijsh  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Jas.  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Francis 
Carr,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Mar- 
tin Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Richard  Cutts, 
John  Davenport,  jun^  WUliam  £(y,  James  Emott, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough, 
Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
FhiUp  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Archibald  McBryde,  Jas.  MUnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
Iey>  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R» 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed, 
WUliam  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  WUUam 
RiwlmMf^,  Thomas  Sammons,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  SUas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  Whitoy  WUUam 
Widgery,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 


Ordered,  That  cfaa  title  be;  **Aa  aet  for  iift^ 
posing  additiooai  duties  upon  all  good^  ware% 
and  nierehandbe,  imported  from  any  foreiga  pore 
or  place,  and  for  other  purpose).^ 


ToEQDAT,  June  23. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooae| 
that  the  Senate  have  receded  from  their  ameod*i 
meats  to  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  th^ 
western  boundary  of  the  tract  reaerred  for  satis- 
fying the  military  booAties  allowed  to  the  oi^cen, 
and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Cootiaeotal 
establishment/'  so  far  as  to  coocar  in  the  amend- 
ments thereto  bv  ^be  Committee  of  Conference. 

Mr.  Lb  WIS,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis* 
trict  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ^  conferring 
certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county 
of  Waaaingtooy  in  the  District  of  Columbia,'' 
made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  concur- 
red in* 

Mr.  Chbvbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Wafs  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  to  compensate  for  his  ser- 
vices, the  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate, 
acting  as  such  when  the  office  of  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  vacant ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  Cheves  from  the  Committee  on  the  Naval 
Elslablisbment,  prebented  a  bill  making  further 
appropriations  for  the  defence  of  the  maritime 
frontier  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  CALBouN,from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  presented  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  ezporu- 
tion  of  naval  and  military  stores,  arms,  and  the 
munitions  of  war,  and  provisions,  to  Canada  and 
certain  other  British  provincesi  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committ^ 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wbigbt,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  to  attend  a  conference 
with  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes 
or  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  "for  the  more  perfect  organization 
of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States," 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  declared  by 
the  Speaker  to  be  out  of  order,  inasmuch  as  the 
conferees  bad  discussed  and  proposed  amend- 
ments which  had  not  been  committed  to  them  by 
either  of  the  Houses. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  amendments,  and 
report,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee,  on 
their  part,  to  join  such  committee  as  thn  House 
may  appoint,  to  examine  and  report  what  busi- 
ness is  necessary  to  be  done  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  and  at  what  time  and  to  what 
time  the  two  Houses  ought  to  adjourn ;  and  they 
have  passed  the  bill  "  confirming  claims  to  lands 
in  the  Mississippi  Terrritorv  founded  on  warrants 
of  survey  granted  by  the  Spanish  Qoreriuaent,^' 
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with  »iBe9diiMBt»  r  in  which  thsy  dwire  the  oon* 
cHireoce  of  this  Houce. 

SUSPENSION  or  NON-IMPORTATTON. 

Tbe  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  oartially  to  suspend  for 
{limited  time  tbe  seyerai  acts  prohibiting  im- 
porutioos  from  Qreat  Britain,  her  colonies,  do- 
minioos,  and  dependencies,  and  of  the  produce 
tod  manufactures  thereof. 

Mr.  RioflutiMOM  mored  to  strike  out  tbe  first 
sKtion  of  the  bUi^  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  tbe 

foUowing: 

Thittbe  •€!»  entitled  '^An  act  cenearawg  th«  com- 
oMNttl  inteteoniae  botwean  tbe  Unita4  Stalss  and 
Gmt  Bdtain  sad  Franoe  and  their  depciideiicia«t  and 
for  other  pvpoaes,"  passed  tbe  1st  day  ef  May,  ISIO, 
tod  abo  the  aet,  entitled  **  An  act  supplementary  to 
the  tct,  entitled  '  An  act  conoeminy  the  commercial 
iotercoune  between  tbe  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
tin  tod  France  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
pai]NMet,'*  passed  the  2nd  day  of  March,  1811,  be  and 
the  nme  hereby  are  repealed!. 

This  motion  was  opposed  bv  Mr.  Bibb  and 
others,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Jkicbaroson  and 
others. 

The  main  arguments  in  favor  of  the  bill  are^ 
that  it  affords  an  opportunity  for  our  citizens  to 
get  home  some  property  in  satisfaction  for  debts 
dae  tbem  abroad,  which  might  otherwise  be  lost  \ 
ind,  according  to  tbe  bill,  tbe  goods  imported 
will  be  of  such  description  as  will  not  weaken 
the  present  pressure  on  Great  Britainf  because 
tile  goods  are  of  that  description  which  are  not 
bighiy  manufactured,  aod  cannot  therefore  affect 
the  msDufactoring  interest  (which  most  severely 
iuffers)  beneficialTy.  2.  That  the  imnortation  of 
these  goods,  which  will  be  liable  to  aoubte  duty, 
will  aflord  such  a  revenue  as  will  obviate  the  ne- 
eessit)r  of  direct  or  internal  taxes  of  any  descrip- 
tion—and  that  although  these  duties  will  be  event- 
Qsily  piid  by  the  consumer,  this  mode  of  taxation 
will  be  more  convenient,  less  expensive)  aod  less 
bardeosome  or  oppressive  on  tbe  people. 

Theargumentjt  urged  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Richabosou  were,  that  tbe  mea- 
ioreof  war  ought  to  aaperaede  all  other  measures 
io  respect  to  Great  Britain  ;  that  it  was  indeed  a 
fobstitate  for  them.  That  tbe  efficacy  of  restrict- 
ire  measures  had  been  tested ;  and  tbe  very  resort 
to  war  had  proved  that  they  had  been  unsuecess- 
^aod  therefore  ought  to  be  abandoned.  If  eun- 
tiaued,  the  embargo  also  should  be  continued,  to 
Qttke  their  operation  complete;  and  no  man  bad 
apretsed  a  disposition  to  prolong  that  part  of 
t|ve  system.  That,  moreover,  the  non-importa- 
tioo  law  could  not  be  enforced,  and  the  prohib- 
ited goods  came  in  as  freely  as  if  not  interdicted, 
with  this  difference,  that  scoundrels  reaped  the 
barrest  of  profit  from  smuggling  the  goods  which 
ought  to  be  and  would  be  paid  on  tbem  to  the 
United  States,  in  duties,  if  legally  imported. 

Both  the  bill  and  amendment  were  opposed  by 
Mr.  McKiM  and  others,  as  abandoning  at  once 
soe  of  the  most  efficient  weapons  of  annoyance 
^0  Great  Britain,  and  a  measure  which  confers 


the  greatest  benefits  on  our  own  manufactures. 
The  adoption  of  this  bill,  it  was  said,  would  open 
to  the  British  Government  a  prospect  of  relief 
from  the  pressure  upon  its  manufacturers;  it 
would  hush  their  discontents,  would  induce  her 
people  more  readily  to  support  tbe  war  with  this 
country,  and  in  a  great  measure  extinguish  that 
feeling  which  is  most  likely  to  bring  that  Gov- 
ernment to  a  sense  of  justice  aod  induce  it  to 
offer  us  that  redress,  to  obtain  which  we  have 
resorted  to  war  against  her. 

Mr.  Ricbardson's  motion  was  negatived  ;  and 
the  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  aod 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Leave  to  sit  again  was  refused  to  the  Commit- 
tee.   Whereupon, 

Mr.  RioBAROsoN  offered  the  same  motion  which 
he  had  before  made  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  Williams  then  moved  that  the  bill  and 
amendments  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  and  tbe 
question  thereon  was  determined  in  tne  negative. 
For  the  motion  53,  against  it  69,  as  follows: 

YsAa-^WilUam  Aaderaon.  BorweU  Bamtt,  WU- 
liam  Bkckkdge,  Robert  Brown*  WiilUm  Buder,  Fran- 
cis Carvt  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Craw- 
fordt  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davaoporty  jr.,  John  Dawson, 
Elias  Barle,  Mesback  Franklin,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boil- 
ing Hall,  Obed  Biall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Rich- 
ard Jackson,  jun.,  Abner  Laceck,  Joseph  LefcTer, 
Peter  Litde^  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Samnel 
L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  William 
Piper,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Henfy  M.  Ridgely,  Samnel 
Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  8ea- 
▼er,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Kichard  Stanford* 
Silas  Stow,  John  TalUaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whitohill,  Da^id  R.  Williams,  Wil- 
li«K  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Ifj^yg;.^tdvensoa  Aichar,  John  Baker,  William  * 
W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanns  Bleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elgah  Brighaaa,  William 
A.  Burwell,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditns  Cban^ 
pion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Cl^,  Jamea  Cochran,  Thomas  B.  Cw^%  Roger  Davis, 
Joaaph  Desha,  Samnel  Dinamoor,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  William  Findley,  Aaa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  John  A.  Har-  . 
per,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joaeph 
kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  WOllam  R.  King,  Lyman  Law, 
WOliam  Lowndes,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn.,  James 
Pleasants,  jnn^  Josiah  Quinqy,  John  Randolph,  WU* 
liam  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea,  Jona- 
than Robeits^  William  Rodman,  Thomas  ttemmona, 
John  Seviar,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Smilie.  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges, 
Samnel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cordandt,  jr., 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thos.  Wilson. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  June  24. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '^  concerning 
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letters  of  marqoe,  prizes,  and  prize  goodi,"  with 
ameoilmeDCs,  in  wnich  they  dfesire  tbe  concur* 
rence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Baker  presented  petitions  from  sainlry  In- 
habitants of  Jefferson  county,  in  the  State  of  Yir- 
S'nia,  approbatory  of  the  meftsures  of  the  General 
overnment,  and  praying  a  partial  repeal  of  the 
embargo  laws. — ^Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tubner,  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  twenty-second  instant,  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  a  meeting  of  Congress  pre  rioos 
to  the  Constitutional  day,  were  discharged. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  res- 
olution of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  to  examine  aad  report  what  busi- 
ness is  necessary  to  be  done  during  the  present 
session,  and  cpf  what  time  and  to  what  time  the 
two  Houses  ought  to  adjourn;  and  the  same  be- 
'  log  affain  read,  was  concurred  in  by  the  House ; 
and,  Mr.  Turner.  Mr.  Maoon,  Mr.  Btsa,  Mr. 
Bassbtt,  and  Mr.  Findley,  were  appointed  of 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reeoasidetthe  amead- 
ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ^  for  the  more  pef- 
feet  or^nizatioo'of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States:"  Whereupon,  the  House  re- 
ceded from  their  disagreement  to  the  said  amend- 
ments. 

SUSPENSION  OF  NON-IMPORTATION. 

The  consideration  of  the  unfinished  business 
(the  bill  partially  suspending  tbe  non-importa- 
tion act)  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Kicbardson's  motion,  to  amend  the  bill 
80  as  to  repeal  the  prohibitory  acts  altogether,  be- 
ing still  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Prasson  spoke  iu  support  of  the  amendr 
menc  at  ^reat  length,  going  into  an  examinatioa 
of  our  relatioDs  with  Franee,  and  the  alleged  re- 
peRl  of  tbe  Berlia  and  Milan  decrees,  d^«  He 
was  opposed  Co  a  partial  sospensiou  of  ibe  Ron- 
importation. 

Mr.  WiDORRT  spoke  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  Calhoun. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  in  ftiTor  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts;  and,  as  Idifier  from  many  of  my 
friends  on  this  subject.  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  present 
the  reasons  that  will  govern  my  vote.  But.  be- 
fore I  proceed  to  discuss  the  question,  I  wisn  to 
be  distinctly  understood  on  one  point-^that  Is,  to 
RYoid  taxes  forms  no  part  of  my  inducement  to 
advocate  the  proposed  repeal.  I  am  ready  to  meet 
them*  We  are  at  war^  It  is  wisdom  to  make  it 
efficient;  and  that  syMem  will  meet  with  my 
hearty  support  which  renden  it  the  most  so^  be  it 
'  more  or  less  burdeusone.  I  fear  not  the  effect  of 
taxes  on  the  public  mind.  The  people  wil[  sup- 
port any  taxes  short  of  oppression.  Sir,  I  am  not 
disposed  to  denj  that  tbe  non-importattoo  has  a 
very  sensible  ellect  on  the  resources  of  the  enemy ; 
and  am  willing  to  admit  that  restrictions  on  com- 
merce, as  a  means  of  anooyaoce,  ought  not  to  be 
seglected,  I  cannot,  however,  agree  with  the 
gentlemen  who  oppose  this  aineodmeot,  that  a 
repeal  of  this  act  would  leave  the  trade  with  Qreat 
Britain  unembarrassed,  or  would  afford  a  great 


relief  to  her  mRatifactarcrs.  A  state  of  war  is 
itself  a  severe  restriction  on  commerce.  The  new 
and  .circottoim  channel  through  which  trade  is 
compelled  to  flow  ;  the  additional  hazard  and  ex- 
penses incident  to  that  state ;  and  tbe  double  duties 
proposed  to  be  laid  on  imports,  present  rery  seri- 
ous impediments-^eoual,  or  nearly  so,  to  the  doq- 
importation  act.  I^  sir,  in  some  parts  of  this 
country,  English  goods  can  now  be  had  at  60  per 
cent,  on  the  invoice  price,  as  I  have  been  inform- 
ed by  some  commercial  gentlemen,  by  repealiog 
this  act  you  will  proditce  no  relaxation ;  for,  tbe 
expense  and  hazard  of  introduction  will  Rt  least 
equal  that  per  oeat.  By  the  repeal,  tbe  price  of 
such  goods  will  not  sin  k  ;  ttie  consompttoD  wiU 
not  be  increased ;  nor  will  the  maoafaeturer  be 
relieved.  We  are  in  tbe  habit  of  thinktoe  that 
prohibition  in  law  is  prohibition  in  fact.  It  is  a 
great  mistake,  which  I  daily  see  con  trad  teied  in 
our  merchants*  shops,  lined  with  English  manu- 
factures. So  far  from  entirely  preventing  their 
introduction,  I  believe,  that  to  prohibit  h  not  tbe 
most  effectual  mode  to  exclude  them.  I  venture 
the  assertion,  with  confidence,  that  heavy  duties 
are  at  least  equally  effectual.  The  greatest  com- 
mercial pressure  that  can  be  obtained,  I  beheve, 
will  be  found  in  duties  as  high  as  the  articles  in- 
troduced can  bear — that  is.  as  high  as  possible, 
without  smuggling.  Gk>oas  can  be  introduced 
cbeaper-^of  course  more  abundantly,  and  with  a 
greater  consumption*— undet  the  non-importation 
act  by  smuggling,  than  under  such  duties.  It  is 
a  fact  of  importance,  that  smugglin|^  is  mo^  easy 
under  the  former  than  the  latter  system,  and  con- 
sequently can  be  carried  on  at  a  less  price.  I  be^ 
the  attention  of  the  House  while  I  establish  this 
point.  The  hazard  of  smuggling  depends  oq  the 
laws  against  it — their  rigid  execution,  the  public 
sentiment,  and  the  interest  of  the  mercantile  class 
to  permit  it.  I  begfn  with  the  last;  for,  it  is  the 
most  important,  as  it  controls  the  other  two. 
Where  duties  are  not  so  high  as  to  drive  the  hon- 
est trader  from  msrket,  the  merchants,  as  a  body, 
have  an  interest  to  prevent  smuggling.  €k>oas 
so  introduced,  not  only  defraud  the  revenue,  but 
the  honest  and  regular  trader.  The  higher  tbe 
duty,  the  more  powerful  this  principle ;  and  in 
this  country,  where  there  Is  not  much  competition 
between  many  articles  of  foreign  supply  and  of 
domestic  manufacture,  the  duties  may  be  made 
very  high.  In  this  state  of  things,  every  honest 
merchant  becomes  a  tfgilant  custom-house  offi* 
cer,  stimulated  by  a  sense  of  interest.  It  was  this 
principle  which  made  smuggling  unknown  to 
your  laws  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
restrictive  system,  it  was  not  the  number  or  vigi- 
lance of  your  officers.  They  bore  no  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  your  coast.  But  it  was  nard  to 
smuggle,  where  every  merchant  considered  each 
bale  of  goods  or  cask  of  wine  so  introduced^  as  ^o 
much  loss  to  his  profit.  Very  different  is  the 
effect  of  entire  prohibition.  I  cannot  speak  of  it 
more  concisely  or  iustly  than  to  say  it  is  the  re- 
verse. Under  it,  the  honest  trader,  of  necessity, 
disappears  —  the  desperate  adventurer  Cakes  his 
place,    Gomtnerce  ceases  to  be  a  trade— a  busi- 
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oessoffair  and  regular  gain — It  becomes  a  mat- 
ter of  hazard  aod  adventure.  The  whole  class 
concerned  in  carrying  it  on,  have  one  common 
ioterest  to  discover  flaws  in  your  revenue  laws, 
or  elude  their  operation  ;  to  lull  the  vigilance  of 
jTour  custom-house  officers,  or  corrupt  their  in- 
tegrity. Smuggling  ceases  to  be  odious ;  it  is  no 
longer  the  occupation  of  an  insulated  individual, 
vho  carefully  conceals  from  all  the  world  his  vio- 
latioQ  of  the  law?.  No;  it  becomes  the  business 
of  a  society  —  of  an  entire  class  of  men  —  who 
make  a  jest  of  fraud,  aod  consider  ingenuity  in 
this  lawless  occupation  as  the  highest  honor.  The 
eorrupiioQ  ends  not  here;  its  infectious  influence 
spreads  and  contaminates  public  opinion.  But, 
sir,  uoder  the  operation  of  heavy  duties  only,  it  is 
reTersed.  Interest,  it  is  true^  controls  opinion  in 
this  15  well  as  in  the  other  case,  but  it  produces 
the  opposite  effect.  Here  the  smuggler  is  ranked 
with  the  thief,  or  with  that  description  of  men, 
Tho,iQ  violation  of  the  law,  live  on  the  chains  of 
others.  From  the  merchant,  ihe  rest  of  tne  com- 
muoitf  take  the  impression,  and  the  smuggler 
become:;  universally  odious.  Interest  has  a  won- 
derful control  over  sentiment.  Even  the  more 
refiaed  and  elevated  —  the  moral  and  religious 
— ^eotimeat  may  be  considered  as  ultimately 
resting  oa  it;  not,  it  is  true,  on  that  of  any  one 
iudlTidual  or  class  of  men,  but  on  the  enlarged 
ioterest  of  our  kind.  Correspondent  to  public 
semiment  will  be  the  laws,  or  (what  is  of  more 
importance^  their  execution.  In  all  free  Govern- 
eromeDts,  the  laws,  or  their  execution,  cannot  be 
mocb  abo7e  the  tone  of  public  opinion.  Under 
tbe  restrictive  system,  the  laws  are  either  cried 
dovQ  for  oppression,  or  are  not  executed.  Uoder 
(be  operation  of  duties,  only  the  merchailt  him- 
)tlf  demands  severe  laws,  and  aids  in  their  risrid 
execution.  He  is  a  party  concerned  with  nis 
eoQDiry,  aod  has  a  common  interest  with  Qov- 
erDioeni.  He  sees  ia  the  laws  a  friend  aod  pro- 
lector,  and  not  aa  oppressor. 

3ir,  Itbiak  the  conclusion  is  strong,  that  you 
caooot  extend  your  commercial  pressure  on  the 
^emjr  beyond,  or  at  least  much  beyond,  the  op- 
eratioQ  of  high  duties.  It  seems  to  me  to  le  tb« 
altimate  point;  and,  if  it  is  a  fact,  that  the  double 
<^oues  areas  high  as  can  be  borne,  (of  which  I 
pretend  not  to  have  certain  knowledge,)  then  the 
coDiinuation  of  the  non-importation  act  will  not 
im  much  additional  pressure.  The  repeal,  so 
^ftrfrom  relieving  the  English  manufacturer,  will 
^ scarcely  felt  in  that  count ry.  It  is  by  no  means 
'^^e  a  repeal  in  peace,  and  without  additional 
hardens  a o felt. 

Bat,  sir.  I  may  be  asked,  why  chanj;e,  why  re- 
P^l  the  non-importation  act?  If  it  doe»  not 
produce  any  good,  it  will  not  much  harm.  As 
it  regards  our  enemy,  I  readily  admit,  there  is 
not  moch  reason  for  its  repeal  or  continuation. 
1  feel  not  much  solicitude  on  that  point;  but,  sir, 
u  it  regards  ourselves,  the  two  systems  are 
^Qtially  different.  In  the  one,  the  whole  gain 
|<  profit  to  the  adventurer  and  smuggler.  The 
bonest  dealer  is  driven  out  of  employ,  and  Gov- 
(rument  is  defrauded  of  its  revenue.    In  the 
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other,  an  honest  and  useful  class  of  citizens  is 
maintained  in  comfort  and  ease,  and  the  Treasury 
enriched.  Even  suppose  the  difierence  in  the 
pressure  on  the  enemy  to  be  considerable,  yet  these 
incidental  advantages  ought  not  to  be  neglected. 
I  would  not  give  up  for  revenue  what  I  suppose 
to  be  a  good  system ;  but  when  the  effects  of  two 
measures  are  nearly  equal  in  other  respects,  I 
would  not  overlook  the  exchequer.  It  is  th^re. 
after  all,  we  will  find  the  fund.  I  know  the  zeal 
and  resources  of  the  country  are  ^reat;  but  we 
have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  paying  taxes;  we 
have  no  system  of  internal  revenue;  and  tbe 
nature  of  the  country,  and  the  conflict  between 
tbe  States  and  General  Government,  render  it 
difficult,  I  may  say,  impossible,  to  originate  one 
that  will  not  excite  discontent.  The  measure  I 
advocate  will  yield  you  more  additional  revenue  , 
than  the  whole  of  the  internal  taxes;  and  this  on 
goods  which  would  be  introduced  in  spite  of 
your  laws.  Consider  the  relief  it  would  aff*jrd 
you.  The  internal  lAxes  might  in  a  great  meas- 
ure be  dispensed  with  ;  or,  if  we  choose  to  give  it 
to  our  gallant  little  navy,  the  millions  thus  gained 
from  commerce  would  add  considerable  strength. 
Bestowed  on  our  army,  it  would  be  better  ap- 
pointed, and  enable  it  to  act  with  greater  vigor  and 
promptitude.  Or,  if  you  choose  a  different  desti- 
nation, you  might  keep  down  the  increasing  vol- 
ume of  public  debt ;  a  thing  that  ought  so  nearly 
to  interest  eai-h  one  of  us.  The  sum  of  my  opin- 
ion, then,  is,  that  a  repeal  of  the  non  importation 
act  will  not,  under  existing  circumstances,  afford 
much  relief  to  the  distresses  of  England,  and  that 
a  commercial  pressure,  equally  sure  with  an 
entire  prohibition,  and  far  more  salutary  for  this 
country,  may  be  produced  by  the  operation  of 
heavy  duties.  There  are  many  who  are  ready  to 
acknowledj^e  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  but  fear 
that  the  efl^ct  on  the  public  mind  both  here  and 
in  England  would  be  unfortunate.  They  dread 
a  change.  But  I  will  not  admit  that  the  repeal 
would  be  a  material  change.  One  system,  one 
fixed  determination,  is  to  resist  England.  Can 
wai*,  can  all  the  impediments  to  trade  incidental 
to  that  state,  be  considered  a  change,  a  yieldingi 
No,  if  it  is  a  chanjp;e,  it  is  a  wise  one;  an  ad- 
vancing from  an  inferior  to  a  greater  degree  of 
resistance.  We  need  not  fear  the  effect  on  pub- 
lic opinion ;  if  there  should  be  any.  it  will  be  bat 
momentary.  Our  duty  is  to  pursue  the  wisest 
and  the  most  efficient  measures;  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  people  to  understand  their  character,  to  con- 
demn the  pernicious,  and  to  approbate  the  wise.' 
This  they  will  finally  do.  Delusion  cannot  long 
exist.  As  to  the  Impression  on  our  enemy,  he 
will  not  see  much  relief  to  his  starving  manu- 
facturers in  a  war  with  this  country.  He  will 
understand  the  impediments  in  the  way  of  com- 
merce. They  present  but  little  relief  to  his 
mind. 

Bat,  sir,  I  condemn  this  mode  of  legislating, 
which  does  not  adopt  or  reject  measures,  because 
in  themselves  good  or  bad ;  but  from  some  sup- 
posed effect  they  may  produce  on  tbe  opinion  of 
our  enemy.    In  all  games,  it  is  hazardous  to  play 
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OD  the  supposed  igDorance  of  your  opponeot.  la 
a  few  instances,  it  may  succeed  \  but,  in  most,  he 
sees  your  intention,  and  tarns  it  against  yourself. 
Sir,  I  am  in  hopes  if  the  measure  I  advocate 
should  succeed,  it  would  tend  to  produce  har- 
mony at  home.  It  would  go  far  to  reconcile  the 
mercantile  class.  Your  restrictive  measures  have 
become  odious  to  them — and  though  they  may 
Dot  approbate  the  war,  yet  they  cannot  but  re- 
spect the  motives  which  dictated  it.  The  mer- 
cnants,  I  hope,  will  come  to  reflect  that  this  is 
the  favorable  moment  to  assert  their  rights.  The 
single  fact  that  the  parts  of  the  country  most  re- 
mote from  the  ocean  and  least  connected  with 
commerce  have  entered  into  this  contest  for  com- 
mercial rights,  with  an  ardor  and  disinterested- 
ness which  does  them  the  greatest  honor,  proves 
it  to  be,  of  all  others,  the  most  auspicious  mo- 
ment. It  more  than  counterbalances  all  want 
of  preparation.  For  it  is  more  easy  to  prepare 
for  war  than  to  obtain  union ;  and  the  former  is 
not  more  necessary  to  victory  than  the  latter.  I 
DOW  tell  the  commercial  gentlemen,  if  their 
rights  are  not  protected,  their's  is  the  fault. 
With  hearty  co-operation  on  their  part,  victory  is 
certain. 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  touch  another  and 
far  more  interesting  topic  of  argument,  and  which 
I  confess  has  the  principal  weight  in  the  forma- 
tion of  my  opinion  of  this  subject.  The  re- 
strictive system,  as  a  mode  of  resistance,  and  a 
means  of  obtaining  a  redress  of  our  wrongs,  has 
never  been  a  favorite  one  with  me.  I  wish  not 
to  censure  the  motives  which  dictated  it,  or  to 
attribute  weakness  to  those  who  first  resorted  to 
it  for  a  restoration  of  our  rights.  Though  I  do 
not  think  the  embargo  a  wise  measure,  yet  I  am 
far  from  thinking  it  a  pusillanimous  one.  To 
lock  up  the  whole  commerce  of  this  country ;  to 
say  to  the  most  trading  and  exporting  people  in 
the  world,  you  shall  not  trade,  you  shall  not  ex- 
port; to  break  on  the  schemes  of  almost  every 
roan  in  society,  is  far  from  weakness,  very  far 
from  pusillanimity.  Sir,  1  confess,  while  I  dis- 
approve that  more  than  any  other  measure,  it 
proves  the  strength  of  your  Qovernment  and  the 
patriotism  of  the  people.  The  arm  of  despotism 
under  similar  circumstances  could  not  coerce  its 
executioti  more  efiectually,  than  the  patience  and 
zeal  of  the  people.  But,  sir,  I  object  to  the  re- 
strictive system;  and  for  the  following  reasons: 
because  it  does  not  suit  the  genius  of  our  people, 
or  that  of  our  Government,  or  the  geographical 
character  of  our  country.  We  are  a  people  es- 
sentially active.  I  may  say  we  are  pre-emi- 
nently so.  Distance  and  difficulties  are  less  to 
us  than  any  people  on  earth.    Our  schemes  and 

Rrospects  extend  everywhere  and  to  everythinjif. 
\o  passive  system  can  suit  such  a  people;  in 
action  superior  to  all  others;  in  patience  and  en- 
durance inferior  to  many.  Nor  does  it  suit  the 
senius  of  our  Qovernment.  Our  Government  is 
founded  on  freedom,  and  hates  coercion.  To 
make  the  restrictive  system  effectual,  requires^the 
most  arbitrary  laws.  England,  with  the  severest 
penal  statutes,  has  not  been  able  to  exclude  pro- 


hibited articles ;  and  even  Bonaparte,  with  all  his 
power  and  vigilance,  was  obliged  to  res^ort  to  the 
most  barbarous  laws  to  enforce  his  continental 
system.  Burning  has  furnished  the  only  effectual 
remedy.  The  peculiar  geography  of  our  countrv. 
added  to  the  liberty  of  its  Government,  greatly 
increases  the  difficulty.  With  so  great  an  extent 
of  seacoast,  with  so  many  rivers,  bays,  harbors, 
and  inlets;  with  neighboring  English  provinces, 
which  stretch  for  so  great  an  extent  along  one  of 
our  frontiers,  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  smug- 
gling to  a  large  amount. 

Besides,  there  are  other  and  strong  objections 
to  this  system.  It  renders  Government  odious. 
People  are  not  in  the  habit  of  looking  back  be- 
yond the  immediate  cause.  The  farmer  inquires 
why  he  cannot  get  more  for  his  produce;  and 
he  is  told  that  it  is  owing  to  the  embargo,  or 
to  commercial  restrictions.  In  this  he  sees  only 
the  hands  of  his  own  Government.  He  does 
not  look  to  those  acts  of  violence  and  injustice^ 
which  this  system  is  intended  to  counteract.  His 
censures  fall  on  his  Government.  To  its  meas- 
ures he  attributes  the  cause  of  his  embarrassment  ; 
and  in  their  removal  he  expects  his  relief.  This 
is  an  unhappy  state  of  the  public  mind ;  and 
even,  I  might  with  truth  say,  in  a  Government 
resting  essentially  on  opinion,  a  dangerous  one. 
In  war  it  is  different.  The  privation,  it  is  true, 
mav  be  equal,  or  greater;  but  the  public  mind, 
under  the  strong  impulses  of  that  slate  of  things, 
becomes  steeled  against  sufferings.  The  differ- 
ence is  great  between  the  passive  and  active 
state  of  the  mind.  Tie  down  a  hero,  and  he 
feels  the  puncture  of  a  pin;  but  throw  him  into 
battle,  ana  he  is  scarcely  sensible  of  vital  gashes. 
Bo  in  war ;  impelled  alternately  by  hope  and  fear, 
sitmulated  with  revenge,  depressed  with  shame, 
or  elevated  with  victory,  the  people  become  in- 
vincible. No  privation  can  shake  their  fortitude. 
No  calamity  can  break  their  spirit.  Even  where 
equally  successful  the  contest  is  striking.  War 
and  restriction  may  leave  the  country  equally 
exhausted;  but  the  latter  not  only  leaves  you 
poor,  but,  even  when  successful,  dispirited,  divi- 
ded, discontented,  with  diminished  patriotism  and 
the  manners  of  a  considerable  portion  of  your 
people  corrupted.  Not  so  in  war.  In  that  state 
the  common  danger  unites  all — strengthens  the 
bonds  of  society,  and  feeds  the  flame  of  patriotism. 
The  national  character  acquires  energy.  In  ex- 
change for  the  expenses  of  war,  you  obtain  mili- 
tary and  naval  skill,  and  a  more  perfect  organi- 
zation of  such  parts  of  your  Government  as  is 
connected  with  the  science  of  national  defence. 
You  also  obtain  the  habits  of  freely  advancing 
your  gurse  and  strength  in  the  common  cause, 
sir,  are  these  advantages  to  be  counted  as  trifles 
in  the  present  state  of  the  world?  Can  they  be 
measured  by  a  moneyed  valuation  ?  But,  it  may 
be  asked,  why  not  unite  war  and  restriction ;  and 
thus  call  the  whole  energy  of  the  country  into 
action  ?  It  is  true  there  is  nothing  impossible  in 
such  an  union ;  but  it  is  equally  true  that  what 
is  gained  to  the  latter  is  lost  to  the  former ;  and, 
sir,  the  reverse  is  also  true,  that  what  is  lost  to 
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restrictions  is  gained  to  the  war.  Mr  objections 
to  restrictions  without  war,  equally  hold  against 
them  in  conjunction  with  it.  Sir,  I  would  pre- 
fer a  single  victory  o?er  the  enemy  by  sea  or 
land,  to  all  the  good  we  shall  ever  derive  from 
the  continaation  of  the  non-importation  act.  I 
know  not,  that  it  would  produce  an  equal  pres- 
sure on  the  enemy;  but  I  am  certain  of  what  is 
of  greater  consequence,  it  would  be  accompanied 
with  more  salutary  effects  on  ourselves.  The 
memory  of  a  Saratoga  or  Eataw  is  immortal. 
It  is  there  you  will  find  the  country's  boast  and 
pride;  the  inexhaustible  source  of  great  and 
neioic  actions.  But  what  will  history  say  of  re* 
strictioBs  ?  What  examples  worthy  of  imitation 
will  it  famish  posterity  1  What  pride,  what 
pleasure  will  our  children  find  in  the  events  of 
such  times?  Let  me  not  be  considered  as  ro- 
mantic. This  nation  ought  to  be  taught  to  rely 
on  its  own  conra^e,  its  fortitude,  its  skill,  and 
virtue,  for  protection.  These  are  the  only  safe- 
guards in  the  hour  of  danger.  Man  was  endued 
with  these  great  qualities  tor  his  defence.  There 
is  Dothin^  about  him  that  indicates  that  he  must 
conquer  by  enduring.  He  is  not  incru^sted  in  a 
shell ;  he  is  not  taught  to  rely  on  his  insensibility, 
his  passire  suffering  for  detence.  No,  no;  it  is 
on  the  ioTiacible  mind,  on  a  magnanimous  na- 
ture, that  he  ought  to  rely.  Here  is  the  superi- 
ority of  oar  kind;  it  is  these  that  make  man  the 
lord  of  the  world.  It  is  the  destiny  of  our  condi- 
tion, that  nations  should  rise  above  nations  as 
they  are  endued  in  a  greater  degree  with  these 
shining  qualities. 

Sir,  it  is  often  repeated,  that  if  the  non-impor- 
tation act  is  continued,  we  shall  have  a  speedy 
peace.  1  believe  it  not.  I  fear  the  delusive  hope. 
It  will  debilitate  the  springs  of  war.  It  is  for 
this  reason  in  part  that  I  wish  it  re|>ealed.  It  is 
the  fountain  of  fallacious  expectations.  I,  sir, 
have  frequently  heard  another  observation,  with 
no  small  mortification,  from  some  of  those  who 
hare  supported  the  war,  that  it  is  only  by  restric- 
tion that  we  can  seriously  affect  our  enemies. 
Why  then  declare  war?  Is  it  to  be  an  append- 
aze  only  of  the  non-importation  act.  If  so,  I  dis- 
c&im  it.  It  is  an  alarming  idea  to  be  in  a  state  of 
war  and  not  to  rely  on  our  courage  or  energy, 
but  on  a  iHeasure  ot  peace.  If  the  non  importa- 
tion act  is  our  chief  reliance,  it  will  soon  direct 
our  councils.  Let  us  strike  away  this  false  hope ; 
let  ns  call  out  the  resources  of  the  nation  for 
its  protection.  England  will  soon  And  that  seven 
millions  of  freemen,  with  every  material  of  war 
in  abundance,  are  not  to  be  despised  with  impu- 
nity. I  would  be  full  of  hope,  if  I  saw  our  sole 
reliance  on  the  vigor  of  the  war;  but  if  we  are  to 
paralyze  it ;  if  we  are  to  trust,  in  the  moment  of 
danger,  to  the  operation  of  a  system  of  peace,  I 
greatly  fear.  If  such  is  to  be  our  course,  I  see 
not  that  we  have  bettered  our  coodition.  We 
have  had  a  peace  like  a  war;  in  the  name  of 
Heaven  let  us  not  have  the  only  thin?  that  is 
worse,  a  war  like  a  peace.  I  trust  my  tears  will 
not  be  realized. 

Mr.  WaioBT  warmly  opposed  the  motion.  He 


conceived  it  would  be  aiding  and  comforting  the 
enemv,  which  in  time  of  war  was  treason.  Ra- 
ther than  repeal  the  system,  to  prevent  smuggling, 
he  would  brand  all  violators  of  the  law  with  the 
word  "  Tory,"  which  he  imagined  would  be  a 
sufficiently  effectual  preventive.  The  non-im- 
portation was,  in  his  opinion,  more  effectual  than 
war. 

After  Mr.  Wright  concluded  his  speech,  the 
question  on  the  amendment  was  taken  and  deet* 
ded  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Stevenson  Archer,  Dtniel  Avery,  Ezekiel 
Baoon,  John  Baker,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  AbijsJi  Bigelow, 
Hsrmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brig- 
ham«  John'  G.  Calhoun,  Fnmcis  Carr,  Epaphroditus 
Chasipion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Mat-^ 
thew  Clay,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport  Jan., 
Roger  Davis,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  WiUiam  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Edwin  Grny>  John  A.Harper,  Aylett  Hawes, 
Riehsird  Jackson,  jr,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  iun., 
William  Lowndes,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  Me- 
Bryde,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ran* 
dolph,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry 
M.  Ridgisley,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  William 
Widgery,  and  Thomas  WiIson*-68. 

Nats— WiUiam  Anderson,  William  W.  Bibb,  Wil- 
liam  Blacklodge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butler,  James  Cochran,  John  Ciopton,  Lewis  Condict, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Jos. 
Desha,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Oood- 
wyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Chrundy,  Bofling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
William  R.  King^  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moors,  William  Mc- 
Coy, Alsxander  McKim,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper, 
James  Pleasants,  jnn*,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage,  £be- 
neser  Seaver,  Jc^n  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert*  Samuel 
Shaw,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright— 61. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORouGH  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  expunging  therefrom  all  the  exceptions  to  the 
suspension  of  the  non-importation,  so  as  to  make 
it  total  instead  of  partial.  He  grounded  his  mo- 
tion on  the  propriety  of  afibrding  relief,  if  at  all. 
impartially  to  merchants  dealing  in  fine,  as  well 
as  to  those  dealing  in  coarse  goods. 

Mr.  Ely  spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  BuRWELL  declared  his  intention  to  vote  for 
the  proposition,  because  preferring  a  general  to  a 
partial  repeal,  although  it  was  his  intention  to  vote 
against  the  whole  bill. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Golosborough's  motion 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative.  For 
the  amendment  59,  against  it  60,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel  Avezy,  Ezekiel 
Bacon,  John  Baker,  Bnrwell  Bsssett,  Abijah  Bigelow, 
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William  Blackledge,  Harmanuf  Bleecker,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  A.  Burwell,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Lang' 
don  Chetes,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  John  DaTenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Ly- 
man Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jani3r,  William  Lowndes, 
George  C.  Maxwell^  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  Mc- 
Kee,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  WiUiam  M. 
Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  WiUiam  Rodman, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  Smith,  Richard  8taofi>rd, 
Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri 
Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandi*  junior.,  LabanWheaton, 
Leonard  White,  William  Widgery,  and  Thomas  Wil- 
aon« 

Nats*- WiUiam  Anderson.  William  W.  Bihb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  Butler,  John  Clopton, 
Lewis  Condiet,  William  Crawford,  Richard  CuttSi 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  James  Fiak, 
Meehack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Petenon  Ggod- 
wyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grandy,  Boiling  Hall. 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  nyneman,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  WilUam  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock, 
Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L. 
MitchUI,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nel- 
son, Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun., 
Samnel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Ebeneter  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
A4am  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  SmUie,  George 
Smith,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  White- 
biU,  David  R.  WiUiams,  and  Robert  Wright 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  there  appeared  to  be  s^eat 
dirersity  of  opinion  on  this  subjeet,  and  it  would 
probably  occasion  much  trouble,  wiihoot  in  the 
end  producing  any  benefit ;  he  therefore  moyed 
to  postpone  it  to  the  first  day  of  February  next. 

Mr.  McKiM  spoke  in  sapport  of  his  motion, 
mod  in  hostility  to  the  bill.  He  spoke  of  i\kp  oper- 
ation of  ibe  non-importation  as  severely  affecting 
Great  Britain,  and  more  effectual  than  war.  As 
a  measure  to  obtain  revenue,  he  s^id  it  would 
give  to  Qreat  Britain  double  the  advantage  it 
would  afford  to  us.  If  he  had  expected  the  war 
to  be  carried  on  in  this  way,  he  should  have  voted 
against  it,  as  he  believed  many  others  would. 

Mr.  Blackledgb  supported  the  motion  on  the 
aame  grounds,  nearly,  as  Mr.  McKim. 

Mr.  Bibb  opposed  the  postponement,  and  re- 

eied  to  what  had  been  said  against  the  bill.  The 
nefit  of  the  bill  to  us  would  be  vastly  greater 
thaa  to  Qreat  Britain,  he  said ;  for  whom  it 
would  afford  an  export  vent  for  only  about  fif- 
teen millions  annuallv  of  her  products,  of  which 
her  total  export  was  fully  three  hundred  millions. 
So  small  an  amount  would  not  be  felt  by  her  in 
any  material  degree.  After  Mr.  B.  concluded 
lib  observations,  the  question  was  taken  <ni  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill,  and  carried — 
yeas  63,  nays  58,  as  follows : 

Ybas — WiUiam  Anderson,  Stevenson  Arehe^,  Boiw 
waU  Bassett,  Abijah   Bigelow,  WUliam  Bfau:kledge, 


Harmanus  Bleeckerr  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam A.  Burwell,  WilUam  Btttler,  John  Clopton,  Thos. 
B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condiet,  WUliam  Crawford,  John 
Dayenport,^^  ''^'bn  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  WUliam  Ely, 
James  Emott,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
BoIUng  Hall,  Obed  HaU,  Aylett  Hawes,^Jacob  Hufty, 
Richa^  Jackson,  jr.,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Kathan- 
iel  Macon,Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Alexander 
McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton.  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Samnel  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Ebcneser  Sage,  Bbenecer  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert, Samuel  Shaw,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart, 
Silas  Stow,  John  Taliafeno,  Uri  Traar»  George  M. 
Troap,  Charles  Turner,  jna.,  Robert  WhitebiU,  David 
R.  Williams,  William  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wright 

Nats — Daniel  Avery,  Exekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker, 
WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  James  Breckenridge,  John  C.  Cal- 
boon,  Francis  Carr,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon 
Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  Richard  Cutts,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thos. 
Gholson,  Edwin  Grsy,  Felix  Grundy,  John  A.  Harjier, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  R. 
King,  Lyman  Law,  WilUam  Lowndes,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joe. 
Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jun.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Josiah  Quiney,  John 
Randolph,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson, 
HenryM.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Wil- 
liam  Rodmsn,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Daniel 
8he£ky,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Wit. 
liam  Strong,  Lewis  B.  SCnrges,  Samuel  Tagc^ut,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 


Tbursoat,  June  25. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  the  Qlebe,  situate  within  the  county 
of  Alexandria,  and  to  provide  for  determining  the 
adverse  claims  to  the  same;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  ^'Au  act  to  authorize  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  passed 
April,  10, 1812,"  was  read  the  firat  time,  and,  on 
motion,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  concerning  letters  of  marque,'  prizea,  and 
prize  goods,  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

REPEAL  OF  KON-INTERCOURSE. 

Mr.  Richardson  offered  the  following  resolu* 
tion  tor  consideration : 


Ruohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
and  France  and  their  dependencies." 

Mr.  AacBfia  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
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bf  strikiog  out  the  word  ^  repeal,"  aod  inserting 
^totpend  for  a  limited  time."-— Negatived. 

Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Little  spoke  against 
llic  motion,  and  Mr.  FiaK  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  RiOHABDBON  spoke  in  favor  of  his  motion, 
snpporting  it  on  the  ground  that  the  non-import- 
ation system  ought  to  be  merged  in  the  greater 
measure  of  war. 

Mr.  BifiB  suggested  the  propriety  of  moving  a 
recoDsideratioD  of  the  vote  or  yesterday  in  pre* 
fereoce  to  this  original  proposition. 

Mr.  FiSK,  who  yesterday  voted  in  favor  of  post- 
poDia^  indefioitely  the  bill  partially  to  suspend 
the  DOQ-importation  act,  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  that  question  ;  and 

Mr.  RicBARDSON,  to  make  way  for  this  ques 
tioo,  withdrew  his  motion  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Fisk's  motion  for  reconsideration  ot  the 
partially  suspending  bill  was  negatived.  For  the 
motion  49,  against  it  63,  as  follows : 

Ysis — Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  'Ezekiel 
BacoD,  John  Baker,  William  W.  Bibb,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  James  Breekenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  IVil- 
liim  A.  Bnrwell,  John  G.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr, 
EptphroditQB  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Richard 
Catti,  Roger  Dvvii,  Joseph  Dcniha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
l¥m.  Findiey,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Ghol- 
soD,  Thomas  H.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Ridiard  M.  J<A  nson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Lyman  Law,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Samuel  McKee, 
James  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Mose^ 
ley,  Isnal  Piekeaa,  WiUiam  Piper,  Tnnothy  Pitkin, 
jiiB.,JaoMa  Plensants,  Jan.,  William  M.  Ricfaaidson, 
Joha  lUie%  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammooa,  John 
Scfier,  Jehai  Smilie,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  and 
Leonaid  White— 49. 

NATs^Williem  Andeiaoii,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Bnmn,  William  Butler,  Martin  C^iittenden,  Matthew 
Cby,  Thomas  B.  Oooke,  Lewie  Condict,  William 
Cnwfiiid,Jolui  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  Elias 
Bade,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Meohack  Franklin, 
Cbarias  Goldoborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Gnco,  Boiling  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard 
Jackioo,  jun.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maooa,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  WiUiam  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim, 
Samuel  L.  MitehiU,  James  Morgan,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbokl,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Elisha  R.  PotUr, 
Jonah  Qomcy,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Sam- 
eel  Shaw,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart^  Silas  Stow, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
>1.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
iaadt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David 
fi.  WUliama,  WUUam  Widgevy,  Thomas  Wilson,  Rich- 
ard  Wtmi,  and  Robert  Wright--63. 

Mr.  RiGHAKDsoN  then  renewed  the  motion  he 
had  just  withdrawn. 

After  some  debate,  the  question  on  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  was  taken,  as  follows : 

Yiis — Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Etekiel 
Bacon,  John  Baker,  HarmanusBleecker,  James  Breek- 
enridge, John  0.  GaUioun,  Francis  Carr,  Ei>aphrodi^ 
tua  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittendeq, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  Jan.,  Roger  Davis, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  James 


Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomaa  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsbmugh,  Edwin  Gray,  FeKx  Grundy, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Joseph  Kent,  Pbihp  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseoh 
Lewis,  jun.,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBiy^e, 
Samuel  McKee,  James  MUnor,  Jeremiak  Morrow,  Jon- 
athan O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jun.,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jociah 
Qoincy,  Jdm  Randolph,  William  M.  Richardson,  Hen- 
ry M.  Ridgely,  WiUiam  Rodman,  John  Sevier,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  WiUiam  Strong, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
William  Widgery,  and  Thomas  Wileon— 60. 

Navs— WUliam  Anderson,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  WU- 
liam  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUhm 
A.  Burwell,  WilUam  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Lewis  Condid,  WUliam  Crawford,  Richard 
Cutts,  J<din  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earie,  Wil- 
Uam Fimdley,  Meshack  Frankfin,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  BoUing  HaU,  Obed  HaU,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  WiUiam  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  WUliam 
liowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
Moore,  WUliam  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L. 
MitchUI,  James  Morgan,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  OrmAy, 
Israel  Pickens,  WUliam  Piper,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage, 
Thomas  Saouaons,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  SmiUe,  Richard  Stanlbrd,  SUaa 
Stow,  George  M.  Troupe  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Rob- 
ert WhitehiU,  David  R.  WUliama,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wraght-^eO. 

The  House  being  equally  divided,  the  Spbakbe 
took  occasion  to  express  the  pleasure  he  felt  in 
havio|f  an  opportunity  to  manifest  his  decided 
opposition  to  the  measure  at  this  time,  now  that 
we  had  engaged  in  war. 

8o  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Roberts  offered  the  following  resolution, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  sense  of  the 
House,  whether  or  not  the  war  taxes  should  be 
further  considered  during  the  present  session  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  of  the  internal  taxes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  resolution  waa 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow.  For 
laying  it  on  the  table  55,  against  it  54. 

RELATIONS  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  made  to  this  House  on  the 
third  instant,  be  entered  on  the  Journals  thereof. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreiga 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  first  of 
June.  1812f  reported: 

"That,  after  the  experience  which  the  United 
States  have  had  of  the  great  injustice  of  the  British 
Government  towards  them,  exemplified  by  so  many 
acts  of  violence  and  oppression,  it  will  be  more  diA* 
cult  to  justify  to  the  impartial  world  their  patient  for- 
bearance, than  the  measures  to  which  it  has  become 
necessary  to  resort,  to  avenge  the  wrongs,  and  vindi- 
cate the  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation.  Your  tiom- 
mittee  are  happy  to  observe,  on  a  dispaaaionate  view 
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of  the  conduct  of  tho  United  Stetee,  that  they  aee  in 
it  no  cenie  for  ceninic. 

**  If  a  long  forbearence  ntider  injaries  ought  otot  to 
be  consider^  a  Tirtue  in  any  nation,  it  is  one  -which 
peculiarly  becomes  the  United  States.  No  people 
ever  had  stronger  motiTcs  to  cherish  peace :  none  have 
ever  cherished  it  with  greater  sincerity  and  seal. 

"  But  the  period  has  now  arriTed,  when  the  United 
States  must  support  their  character  and  station  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  or  submit  to  the  most  shame- 
ful degradation.  Forbearance  has  eeased  to  be  a  Vir- 
tue. War  on  the  one  side,  and  peace  on  the  other,  is 
a  situation  as  ruinous  as  it  is  disgraceful.  The  mad 
ambition,  the  kist  of  power,  and  commercial  avarice  of 
Great  Britain,  arrogating  to  herself  the  complete  do- 
minion of  the  ocean,  and  exercising  over  it  an  un- 
bounded and  lawless  tyranny,  have  left  to  neutral 
nations  an  alternative  only  between  the  base  surrender 
of  their  rights,  and  a  manly  vindication  of  them. 
Happily  for  the  United  States,  their  destiny*  under  the 
aid  of  Heaven,  is  in  their  own  hands.  The  crisis  is 
formidable  only  by  their  lova  of  peace.  As  soon  as 
it  becomes  a  duty  to  relinquish  that  situation,  danger 
disappears.  They  have  suffisred  no  wrongs,  thev  have 
received  no  insults,  however  great,  for  which  they 
cannot  obtain  redress. 

*'More  than  seven  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
commencement  of  this  system  of  hostile  aggression  by 
the  British  Government,  on  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  United  States.  The  manner  of  its  commence- 
ment was  not  less  hostile  than  the  ^irit  with  which  it 
has  been  prosecuted.  The  United  Staten  have  invari- 
ably done  everything  in  their  power  to  preserve  the 
relations  of  friendship  with  Great  Britain.  Of  this 
disposition  they  gave  a  distinguished  proof  at  the  mo- 
ment when  they  were  made  the  victims  of  an  oppo- 
site policy.  The  wrongs  of  the  last  war  had  not  been 
forgotten  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  one. 
They  warned  us  of  dangers,  against  which  it  waa 
sought  to  provide.  As  early  aa  the  year  1804,  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  at  London  was  instruct- 
ed to  incite  the  British  Government  to  enter  into  a 
negotiation  on  all  the  points  on  which  a  collision 
might  arise  between  the  two  countries,  in  the  course 
of  the  war,  and  to  propose  to  it  an  arrangement  of 
their  claims  on  fair  and  reasonable  conditions.  The 
invitation  wss  accepted.  A  negotiation  had  com- 
menced, and  was  depending,  and  nothing  had  occurred 
to  excite  a  doubt  that  it  would  not  terminate  to  the 
satisfaction  of  both  the  parties.  It  was  at  this  time, 
and  under  these  drcuinstances,  that  an  attack  was 
made,  by  surprise,  on  an  important  branch  of  the 
American  commerce,  which  affected  every  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  involved  many  of  their  citizens  in 
ruin. 

**  The  commerce  on  which  this  attack  was  so  unex- 
pectedly made,  was  that  between  the  United  Sutes 
and  the  colonies  of  France,  Spain,  and  other  enemies 
of  Great  Britain.  A  commerce  just  in  itself;  sanc- 
tioned by  the  example  of  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to 
the  trade  with  her  own  colonies ;  sanctioned  by  a  sol- 
emn act  between  the  two  Governments  in  Uie  last 
war ;  and  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  the  British 
Government  in  the  present  war :  more  than  two  years 
having  then  elapsed,  without  any  interference  with  it. 

*'  The  injustice  of  this  attack  could  only  be  equalled 
by  the  absurdity  of  the  pretext  alleged  for  it  It  was 
pretended  by  tne  British  €U>vemment  that,  in  case  of 
war,  her  enemy  had  no  right  to  modify  its  colonial  reg- 


ulations, so  as  to  mitigate  the  calamities  of  war  to  the 
inhabitants  of  its  colonies.  This  pretension,  peculiar 
to  Great  Britain,  is  utteiiy  incompatible  with  mm  lig^bts 
of  sovereignty  in  every  independent  State.  If  we  re- 
cur to  the  well-established,  and  universally  admitted 
law  of  nations,  we  shall  find  no  sanction  to  it  in  that 
venerable  code.  The  sovereignty  of  every  State  ia  co- 
extensive with  its  dominions,  and  cannot  be  abrogated, 
or  curtailed  in  its  rights,  as  to  any  part*  except  by 
conquest.  Neutral  nations  have  a  right  to  trade  ta 
eveiT  port  of  either  belligerent,  which  is  not  legally 
blockaded,  and  in  aU  articles  which  are  not  contraband 
of  war.  Such  is  the  absurdity  of  this  pretension,  that 
your  committee  are  aware,  especially  after  the  able 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  heretofore  refuted  and 
exposed,  that  they  would  ofler  an  insult  to  the  under- 
standing of  the  House,  if  diey  enlarged  on  it ;  and  if 
anything  could  add  to  the  high  sense  of  injoatice  of 
the  British  Ctovernment  in  this  transaction,  it  woald 
be  the  contrast  which  her  conduct  exhibits  in  regard 
to  this  trade,  and  in  regard  to  a  similar  trade  by  neu- 
trals, with  her  own  colonies.  It  is  known  to  the 
world,  that  Great  Britain  regulates  her  own  trade,  in 
war  and  in  peace,  at  home  and  in  her  coloniea,  as  afae 
finds  for  her  interest ;  that  in  war, she  .relaxes  the  re- 
straints of  her  colonial  system  in  favor  of  the  colonies, 
and  that  it  never  was  suggested  that  she  had  not  a 
right  to  do  it,  or  that  a  neutral,  in  taking  advantage  of 
the  relaxation,  violated  a  belligerent  right  of  her  ene- 
my. But  with  Great  Britain  everything  is  lawful.  It 
is  only  in  trade  with  her  enemies,  that  the  United 
States  can  do  wrong :  with  them,  all  trade  is  unlawful. 

« In  the  year  1798,  an  attack  waa  made  by  the  Brit- 
idi  Government  on  the  same  branch  of  oor  neutral 
trade,  which  had  nearly  involved  the  two  oounteiea  in 
war.  That  diffinenee,  however,  was  amicaUj  accom- 
modated. The  pretension  waa  withdrawn,  and  repar- 
ation made  to  Oia  United  States  ibr  the  ioaaes  which 
they  had  suffered  by  it.  It  waa  frir  to  infer  frooi  that 
arrangement,  that  the  commerce  was  deemed  bj  the 
British  Government  lawful,  and  that  it  would  not  be 
again  dtstnrbed. 

<<  Had  the  British  Government  been  resolved  to  con- 
test this  trade  with  neutrals,  it  was  due  to  the  chanc> 
terofthe  British  nation,  that  the  decision  should  be 
known  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The 
existence  of  a  negotiation  which  had  been  invited  by 
our  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  difier- 
encea,  by  an  amieable  arrangement  of  their  respective 
pretensions,  gave  a  strong  claim  for  the  notification^ 
while  it  afforded  the  fairest  opportunity  for  it.  Bnt,  a 
very  different  policy  animated  the  then  Cabfaiet  of 
England.  Generous  sentiments  vrere  unknown  to  it^ 
The  hheral  confidence  and  firiendl5'  overtores  of  the 
United  States  were  taken  advantage  of  to  ensnare  them. 
Steady  to  ito  purpose,  and  inflexibly  hostile  to  this  coun- 
try, the  British  Government  calmly  looked  forward 
to  that  moment  when  it  might  give  the  most  desidly 
wound  to  our  interests  A  trade»  just  in  ita<^  which 
was  secured  by  so  manv  strong  and  sacred  pledges* 
was  considered  safo.  Our  citizens,  with  their  usual 
Industry  and  enterprise,  had  embarked  in  it  a  Tast  pro- 
portion of  their  shipping  and  of  their  capital,  which 
were  at  sea  under  no  other  protection  than  the  law  of 
nations,  and  the  confidence  which  they  reposed  in  the 
justice  and  friendship  of  the  British  nation.  At  this 
period,  the  unexpected  blow  was  g^ven.  Many  of  our 
vessels  were  seised,  earned  into  port,  and  condemned 
by  a  tribunal,  which,  while  it  professes  to  respect  the 
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Uw  of  nations,  obeyt  the  mandate  of  its  own  Goyern- 
nent  in'  opposition  to  all  law.  Hundredi  of  other  ves- 
leli  were  driven  from  the  ocean,  and  the  trade  itself 
in  a  great  measure  suppressed. 

'*The  effect  produced  by  this  attack  on  the  lawftil 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  was  as  might  have 
been  expected  from  a  virtuous,  independent,  and  high- 
ly injured  people.  But  one  sentiment  pervaded  the 
whole  American  nation.  No  local  interests  were  re- 
garded, no  sordid  motives  felt.  Without  looking  to 
die  parts  which  suffered  most,  the  invasion  of  our  rights 
was  considered  m  common  cause,  and  from  one  extrem- 
ity of  our  Union  to  the  other,  was  heard  the  voice  of 
an  united  people,  calling  on  their  Government  to  avenge 
their  wrongs,  and  vindicate  the  rights  and  honor  of  £e 
country. 

**  From  this  period,  the  British  Government  has  gone 
on  in  a  continued  encroachment  on  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States,  disregarding  in  its  course, 
in  many  instances,  obligations  which  have  heretofore 
been  held  sacred  by  civilized  nations. 

<*In  May,  1806,  the  whole  coast  of  the  Continent, 
£rom  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  inclusive,  was  declared  to  be 
in  a  state  of  bioekade.    By  this  act,  the  well  established 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  principles  which  have 
•erfed  for  ages  as  guides,  and  fixed  the  boundary  be*- 
tweea  the  rights  of  beUigerents  and  neutrals,  were  vio- 
olatad.    By  the  law  of  nations,  as  recognised  by  Great 
Britain  beraetf,  no  blockade  is  lawful,  unless  it  be  sus- 
tamed  by  the  apfHication  of  an  adequate  force ;  and 
that  an  ade^ate  foree  was  applied  to  this  bioekade,  in 
its  foU  extent,   ought  not  to  be  pretended.    Whether. 
Great  Britain  was  able  to  maintain  legally  so  extensive 
a  blsckade,  oonaidering  the  war  in  which  she  is  engaged, 
reqnijiBg  anch  extensive  naval  operatimis,  is  a  (question 
winch  Is  not  necessary  at  this  time  to  examine.    It  is 
lafikieni  to  be  known,  thAt  such  force  was  not  applied, 
and  this  is  evident,  from  the  tenns  of  the  bioekade  it- 
ici^  by  whkh,  comfatatively,  an  ineonsiderabie  portion 
of  the  ceast  only  was  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  strict 
aod  rigenms  blockadeu    The  objection  to  the  measure 
ia  not  diminiflhed'  by  that  drcumetanee.    f  f  the  force 
was  not  applied,  the  Uoekade  was  unlawful,  from 
whatever  canee  tiie  failure  might  proceed.    The  belli- 
gerent  who   institates  the  blocki^e,  cannot  absolve 
itself  from  the  obtigstion  to  apply  the  force,  under 
aay  pralSBt  whatever.    For  a  belligerent  to  relax  a 
blockade  which  it  could  net  BMintain,  with  a  view 
to  absolve  itself  forni  the  obttgatibn  to  maintain  it, 
would  be  a  refinement  in  injustice,  not  less  insulting 
to  the  understanding,  than  repugnant  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions.   To  claim  merit  for  the  nriti^atiott  of  evil  vHiieh 
the  party  eiUier  had  not  the  power,  or  found  it  incon- 
vttient  to  inflict,  would  be  a  new  mode  of  encroach- 
iag  on  nenttal  rights.    Yonr  oommittee  think  it  just 
to  remark,  that  tUs  act  of  the  British  Government  docs 
oot  appear  to  have  been  adopted  in  the  sense  in  which 
it  has  been  sinoe  construed.    On  consideration  of  all 
the  Giicumetancee  attending  the  measure,  and  particu- 
larly the  character  of  the  distingnished  statesman  who 
aaneoneed  it,  we  are  persnaded  that  it  was  conceived 
in  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  intended  to  lead  to  an 
•oeommodation  of  all  diffinenees  between  the  United 
States  and  -Gieat  Britain.    His  death  disappointed 
that  hope,  and  the  act  Ins  since  become  subservient 
to  odMT  purposes.    It  has  been  made^  ^y  his  snooessors, 
a  pretext  for. that  vast  system  of  usurpation,  which  has 
80  long  opprseMd  and  harassed  onr  commeiee* 

"The  next  act  of  the  British  Qovernment  which 
claima  our  attention,  is  the  Order  of  Council  of  Janu- 


ary 7, 1807,  by  which  neutral  Powers  are  prohibited 
trading  from  one  port  to  another  of  France,  or  her  allies^ 
or  any  other  country  with  which  Great  Britain  might 
not  ^eely  trade.  By  this  order,  the  pretensions  of 
England,  heretofore  disclaimed  by  every  other  Power, 
to  prohibit  neutrals  disposing  of  parts  of  their  cargoes 
at  different  ports  of  the  same  enemy,  is  revived,  and 
with  vast  accumulation  of  injury.  Every  enemy,  bow- 
ever  great  the  number,  or  distant  from  each  other,  is 
considered  one,  and  the  like  trade,  even  with  Powers 
at  peace  with  England,  who,  from  motives  of  policy, 
had  excluded  or  restrained  her  commerce  was  also  pro- 
hibited. In  this  act,  the  British  Government  evidently 
disclaimed  all  regard  for  neutral  rights.  Aware  that 
the  measures  authorized  by  it  could  find  no  pretext  in 
any  belligerent  right,  none  was  urged.  To  prohibit 
the  sale  of  our  produce,  consisting  of  innocent  articles, 
at  any  port  of  a  belligerent,  not  blockaded ;  to  consider 
every  belligerent  as  one,  and  subject  neutrals  to  the 
same  restraints  writh  all  as  if  there  was  but  one,  were 
bold  encroachments.  But  to  restrain,  or  in  Hiy  man- 
ner interfere  with  our  commerce  with  neutral  nations, 
with  whom  Great  Britain  was  at  peace,  and  against 
whom  she  bad  no  justifiable  cause  of  war,  for  tlM  sole 
reason  that  they  restrained  or  excluded  from  their  ports 
her  commerce,  was  utterly  incompatible  with  the  paci- 
fic relations  subsisting  between  the  two  countries. 

''We  proceed  to  bring  into  view  the  British  Older 
in  Council  of  November  11,  1807,  which  superseded 
every  other  order,  and  consummated  that  system  of  hos- 
tility on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  which  has 
been  since  so  steadily  pursued.  By  this  order  all  France 
and  her  allies,  and  every  other  country  at  war  with 
Great  Britain,  or  with  which  she  was  not  at  war,  from 
which  the  British  fiag  was  excluded,  and  all  the  colo- 
nies of  her  enemies,  were  subjected  to  the  same  restrio- 
tions  as  if  they  were  actually  blockaded  in  the  most 
strict  and  rigorous  manner ;  and  all  trade  in  articles, 
the  produce  and  manufiacture  of  the  said  countries  and 
colonies,  and  the  vessels  engaged  in  it,  were  subjected 
to  capture  and  condemnation  as  lawful  prise.  To  this 
order  certain  exceptions  were  made,  which  we  forbear 
to  notice,  because  they  were  not  adopted  from  a  regard 
to  neutral  rights,  but  were  dictated  by  policy,  to  pro- 
mote the  commerce  of  England,  and  so  far  as  they  re- 
lated to  neutral  Powers,  were  said  to  emanate  from  the 
clemency  of  the  British  Government. 

<'It  would  be  superfluous  in  your  committee  to  state, 
that,  by  this  order,  the  British  Government  declared  di- 
rect and  positive  war  against  the  United  States.  The  do- 
minion of  the  ocean  was  completely  usurped  by  it»  all 
commerce  forbidden,  and  every  flag  driven  fiom  it,  or 
subjected  to  capture  and  condemnation,  which  did  not 
subserve  the  policy  of  the  British  Government,  bypay- 
ing  it  a  tribute,  and  sailing  under  its  sanction.  From 
this  period,  the  United  States  have  incurred  the  heav- 
iest losses,  and  most  mortifying  humiliations.  They 
have  borne  the  calamities  of  war  without  retorting  them 
on  its  authors. 

"  So  far  your  committee  has  presented  to  the  view 
of  the  House  the  aggressions  which  have  been  commit- 
ted, under  the  authority  of  the  British  Government,  on 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  We  will  now 
proceed  to  other  wrongs,  which  have  been  still  more 
severely  felt  Among  these  is  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen,  a  practice  which  has  been  unceasingly  main- 
tained by  Great  Britain  in  the  wars  to  which  she  has 
been  a  party  since  our  Revolution.  Your  committee 
cannot  convey  fai  adequate  terms  the  deep  sense  which 
they  entertain  of  the  injpstice  and  oppression  of  this 
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proceeding.     Under  the  pretext  of  impressing  British    egent  emplojed  in  it,  afibrde  full  proof  thi^t  there  it  no 

■etmen,  our  fellow-citizen  t  are  seized  in  BritiBh  ports,    •  -      '  -      *     •     '-•     •*   -- ^  ^  -- 

on  the  high  seas,  and  in  every  other  quarter  to  which 
the  British  power  eitends ;  are  taken  on  hoard  British 
men  of  war,  iind  compelled  to  serre  there  as  British 
«uhjects.  In  this  mode  our  citizens  are  wantonly 
snatched  from  their  country  and  their  families ;  deprived 
of  their  liberty,  and  doomed  to  an  ignominious  and 
•lavish  bondage ;  compelled  to  fight  the  battles  of  a 
fiireign  country,  and  often  to  perish  in  them.  Our  flag 
has  given  them  no  protection ;  it  has  been  unceasingly 
Tiolated,  and  our  vessels  exposed  to  dangers  by  the  loss 
of  the  men  taken  from  them.  Your  committee  need 
not  remark  that,  while  this  practice  is  continued,  it  is 
impossible  for  the  United  States  to  consider  themselves 
en  independent  nation.  Every  new  case  is  a  new  proof 
of  their  degradation.  Its  continuance  is  the  more  un- 
justifiable,  because  the  United  States  have  repeatedly 
proposed  to  the  British  Government  an  arrangement 
which  would  secure  to  it  the  control  of  its  own  people. 
An  exemption  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
this  degrading  oppression,  and  their  flag  from  violation, 
u  all  that  they  have  sought. 

<'  This  lawless  waste  of  our  trade,  and  equally  un- 
lawful impressment  of  our  seamen,  have  been  much 
aggravated  by  the  insults  and  indignities  attending 
them.  Under  the  pretext  of  blockading  the  harbors  of 
France  and  her  allies,  British  squadrons  have  been 
stationed  on  our  own  coast,  to  watch  and  annoy  our 
own  trade.  To  give  eflRsct  to  the  blockade  of  European 
ports,  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  have 
been  blockaded.  In  executing  these  orders  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  or  in  obeying  the  spirit  which  was 
known  to  animate  it,  the  commanders  of  these  squad- 
rons have  encroached  on  our  jurisdiction,  seized  our 
▼easels,  and  carried  into  eflect  impressments  within  our 
limits,  and  done  other  acts  of  great  injustice,  violence, 
•nd  oppression.  The  United  States  have  seen,  with 
mingled  indignation  and  surprise,  that  these  acts,  in- 
stead of  procuring  to  the  perpetrators  the  punishment 
due  to  unauthorized  crimes,  have  not  fiiiled  to  recom- 
mend them  to  the  favor  of  their  Government. 

^  Whether  the  British  Government  has  contributed 
by  active  measures  to  excite  against  us  the  hostility  of 
the  savage  tribes  on  our  frontiers,  your  committee  are 
not  disposed  to  occupy  much  time  in  investigating. 
Certain  indications  of  general  notoriety  may  supply 
the  place  of  authentic  documents,  though  these  have 
not  been  wanting  to  establish  the  fact  in  some  in- 
stances. It  is  known  that  symptoms  of  British  hos- 
tility towards  the  United  States  have  never  failed  to 
produce  corresponding  symptoms  among  those  tribes. 
It  is  also  well  known  that,  on  all  such  occasions,  abun- 
dant supplies  of  the  ordinary  munitions  of  war  have 
been  afforded  by  the  agents  of  British  commercial 
companies,  and  even  from  British  garrisons,  where- 
with they  were  enabled  to  commence  that  system  of 
savage  warfare  on  our  frontiers,  which  has  been  at  all 
times  indiscriminate  in  its  effect,  on  all  ages,  sexes, 
and  conditions,  and  so  revolting  to  humanity. 

*'  Your  committee  would  be  much  gratified  if  they 
could  close  here  the  detail  of  British  wrongs ;  but  it  is 
their  duty  to  recite  another  act  of  still  greater  malig- 
nity than  any  of  those  which  have  been  already  brought 
to  your  view.  The  attempt  to  dismember  our  Union, 
and  overthrow  our  excellent  Contftitution,  by  a  secret 
mission,  the  object  of  which  was  to  foment  discontents 
and  excite  insurrection  against  the  constituted  authori- 
ties and  laws  of  the  nation,  as  lately  disclosed  by  the 


bound  to  the  hostility  of  the  British  Government  to- 
wards the  United  States ;  no  act,  however  unjustifia- 
ble, which  it  would  not  commit  to  accomplish  their 
ruin.  This  attempt  excites  the  greater  horror,  frank 
the  consideration  that  it  was  made  while  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  were  at  peace,  and  an  amica- 
ble negotiation  was  depending  between  them  for  the 
accommodation  of  their  differences,  through  public 
Ministers,  regularly  authorized  for  the  purpose. 

"  The  United  States  have  beheld,  with  unexampled 
forbearance,  this  continued  series  oi  hostile  encroadi- 
mcnts  OB  their  rights  and  interests,  in  the  hope,  tbsct, 
yielding  to  the  force  of  fiiendiy  remonstrances*  often 
repeated,  the  British  Government  might  adopt  a  more 
just  policy  towards  them ;  but  that  hope  no  longer 
exists.  They  have,  also,  wdghed  impartially  the  rea- 
sons which  have  been  urged  by  the  British  Gkrvem- 
ment  in  vindication  of  those  encroachments,  and  fiiond 
in  them  neither  Justification  nor  apology. 

'*  The  British  Government  has  alleged,  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  Orders  in  Council,  that  they  were  resorted 
to  as  a  retaliation  on  France  for  aimBar  aggressions 
committed  by  her  on  our  neutral  trade  with  Sie  Brit- 
ish dominions.  But  how  has  this  plea  been  supported ! 
The  dates  of  British  and  Frmch  aggressions  are  weU 
known  to  the  world*  Their  origin  and  progress  have 
been  marked  with  too  wide  and  destmetive  a  waste  of 
the  property  of  our  leUow*citizens  to  have  been  forgot- 
ten. The  decree  of  Bariin.  of  November  Slst,  1806, 
was  the  first  aggressbn  of  France  in  the  present  war. 
Eighteen  months  had  then  el^»sd  after  the  attack 
made  by  Great  Britain  an  our  neutral  trsd^  with  the 
colonies  of  Francs  and  bee  allies,  and  six  aoaths  from 
the  date  of  the  proclamatiDn  of  May,  IMML  Even  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1807,  the  date  of  the  hmX  BtitiBh 
Order  in  CouncU,  so  shott  a  tsnn  had  elapsed  after  the 
Berlin  decree,  that  it  wai  hardly  possible  that  the  in- 
telligence of  it  should  havs  reaefced  the  United  States. 
A  retaliation  which  is  to  ptodvee  its  eOeett  by  (der- 
ating on  a  neutral  Power,  ought  not  to  be  leserteu  to 
till  the  neutral  bad  justified  it  by  a  culpable  aoquiee- 
cence  in  the  unlawfiU  act  of  the  other  belliycreBt.  It 
ought  to  be  delayed  until  after  saflkient  time  had  been 
allowed  to  the  neutral  to  remenstiate  against  the  mess- 
ures  complained  of,  to  receive  an  answer,  and  to  act  on 
it,  which  had  not  been  done  in  the  present  instance. 
And,  whon  the  order  of  November  1  Ith  was  issued,  it 
is  well  known  that  a  Minister  of  France  had  declared 
to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
at  Paris,  that  it  was  net  intruded  that  the  decree  of 
Berlin  should  apply  to  the  United  States.  It  is.equaily 
well  known^  that  no  American  vessrl  had  then  been 
condemned  under  it,  or  seisurs  been  made,  with  which 
the  British  Government  was  aofuainted.  The  lacts 
prove  incootestaUy,  that  the  meesarea  ef  France,  how- 
ever unjustifiable  in  themselvee,  were  nothing  more 
than  a  pretext  for  those  ef  England.  And  of  the  in- 
sufficiency of  that  pretext,  ample  proof  has  already 
been  afibrded  by  the  British  Govemmeni  itself,  and  in 
the  most  impressive  form.  Although  it  was  declared 
that  the  Orders  in  Council  were  retaliatory  on  France 
for  her  decrees*  it  was  also  declared,  and  in  the  orders 
themselves,  that,  owing  to  the  superioriljr  of  the  Brit- 
ish navy,  by  which  the  fleets  of  France  and  her  aUiet 
were  confine^  within  their  own  ports,  the  Fieneh  de- 
crees were  oonsidered  only  as  empty  threats. 

^  It  is  no  justification  of  the  wrongs  of  one  Power. 
that  the  like  were  cemmitted  by  anotbet ;  nor  ought 
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Ibe  iiel,if  tme,  to  liaTe  btn  ntg/d  lgr«ilh«r,  m  It 
codd  tfibfd  no  proof  of  ilo  Ioto  of  jipstico^  of  ita  mag- 
Duimitjrt  or  evea  of  ita  coarage*  It  is  more  worthy 
the  Gorernment  of  a  groat  nation  to  reiier^  than-  to 
a«ail  the  injured.  Nor  can  a  repetition  of  the  wrong* 
bj  mother  Power  repair  the  violated  rights  or  woundeid 
hooor  of  the  injured  party.  An  utter  inability  alone  to 
resist  could  justify  a  quiet  surrender  pf  our  rights,  and 
degnding  submission  to  the  will  of  others.  To  that 
coadition  the  United  States  axe  not  reduced,  nor  do 
they  fear  it.  That  they  ever  consented  to  discuss  with 
either  Power  the  misconduct  of  the  other,  is  a  proof 
of  their  lof  e  of  peace,  of  their  moderation,  and  of  the 
hope  which  they  stUl  indulged,  that  friendly  appeals  to 
just  ind  generous  sentiments  would  not  be  made  to 
them  m  nin.  But  the  motive  was  mistaken,  if  their 
forbetnnce  was  imputed  either  to  the  want  of  a  jnst 
seniibility  to  their  wrongs,  or  a  determination,  if  suit- 
able redreu  was  not  obtained,  to  resent  them.  The 
tiiae  hss  now  arrived  when  this  system  of  reasoning 
mact  cease.  It  would  be  insulting  to  repeat  it.  It 
would  be  degrading  to  hear  it  The  United  States 
must  act  u  an  independent  nation,  and  assert  their 
lighb,  and  avenge  their  wrongs,  according  to  their 
own  estimate  of  them,  with  the  party  who  commits 
them,  holding  it  responsible  for  its  own  misdeeds,  on- 
mitigated  by  those  of  another. 

"For  the  difference  made  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  by  th«  applieation  of  the  non-importation 
act  against  Eoglaod  only,  the  motive  has  been  already 
too  often  explained,  and  is  too  well  known  to  require 
fiiitber  Ulnstratioii.  In  the  commercial  restrictions  to 
wluch  the  United  States  vesorted  as  an  evidence  of 
their  ieDa3>tlity,  and  a  mild  retaliation  of  their  wrongs, 
they  iavaiiably  plaoed  both  Powers  on  the  same  foot- 
ing, holding  out  to  each,  in  respect  to  itself,  the  same 
aocommodation,  in  case  it  accepted  the  condition  of- 
fered, and,  in  respect  to  the  Qther»  the  samo  restraint 
if  it  refoaed.  Had  the  British  Government  eoniirmed 
the  arrangement  which  was  entered  into  with  the  Brit- 
ish Minister  in  1809,  and  France  maintained  her  de- 
crees, with  France  would  the  United  States  have  had 
to  resist,  with  the  firmness  belonging  to  their  char- 
acter, the  continued  violation  of  their  rights.  The 
Committee  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  France  has 
greatly  injured  the  United  States,  and  that  aatisfactory 
reparation  has  not*  yet  been  made  for  many  of  those 
mjnriea.  But  that  is  a  coqcem  which  the  United 
Statea  will  look  to  and  settle  Ibr  themselves.  The 
high  dkaracter  of  the  American  people  is  a  sufficient 
pledge  to  the  world  that  they  will  not  fail  to  settle  it, 
OQ  conditions  which  they  have  a  right  to  claim. 

"More  recently,  the  true  policy  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment towards  the  United  States,  has  been  com- 
pletely unfolded.  It  has  been  publicly  declared  by 
those  in  power,  that  the  Orders  in  Council  should  not 
be  repealed  until  the  Frenoh  Government  had  revoked 
*ll  ita  internal  reetraints  on  the  British  commerce ;  and 
^  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  France  and 
iter  allies,  should  be  prohibited,  until  Great  Britain 
vaaalso  allowed  to  trade  with  them.  By  this  declar- 
ation, it  appears  that,  to  satisfy  the  pretensions  of  the 
British  Government,  the  United  States  must  join 
^t  Britain  in  the  war  wiA  France,  and  proseente 
the  war  until  France  should  be  subdued ;  iot  without 
her  subjugation,  it  were  in  vain  to  presume  on  svoh  a 
concesaion.  The  hostility  of  the  British  Govenukent 
to  these  States  has  been  still  further  disclosed.  It  has 
been  made  manifest  that  the  United  States  are  oonfid- 


efed  by  i$  ••  the  eommereial  rival  of  Great  Britain,  and 
that  their  preeperity  and  growth  are  incompatible  with 
her  welfare.  When  ail  these  etrcomstanoes  are  taken 
into  consideration,  It  is  impossible  fin  your  committee 
to  doubt  the  motives  which  have  governed  the  British 
Minietry  in  all  its  measures  towards  the  United  States 
since  the  year  1806.  Equally  is  it  impossible  to  doubt, 
longer,  the  course  which  the  United  States  ought  to 
pursue  towards  Great  Britain. 

**  From  this  review  of  the  multiplied  wrongs  of  the 
British  Government  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war,  it  must  be  evident  to  the  impartial  world, 
that  the  contest  which  is  now  forced  on  the  United 
States,  is  radically  a  contest  for  their  ^vereignty  and 
independence.    Your  committee  will  not  enlarge  on 
any  of  the  injuries,  however  great,  which  have  had  a 
taansicory  efheL    They  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
tfie  House  to  those  of  a  permanent  nature  only,  which 
intrench  so  deeply  on  our  most  important  rights,  icnd 
wound  so  extensively  and  vitally  our  best  interesta,  as 
could  not  fail  to  deprive  the  United  States  of  the  prin- 
dpal  advantages  of  their  Revolution,  if  submitted  to. 
The  control  of  our  commerce  by  Great  Britain,  in  reg- 
ulating, at  pleasure,  and  expelling  it  almost  from  the 
ocean ;  the  oppressive  manner  in  which  these  regula- 
tions have  been  carried  into  effect,  by  seizing  and  con- 
fiscating such  of  our  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  as 
were  said  to  have  violated  her  edicts,  often  without 
previous  warning  of  their  danger;  the  impreasment  of 
our  citizens  from  on  board  our  own  vessels  on  the  high 
seas,  and  elsewhere,  and  holdlnf  them  in  bondage  till 
it  suited  the  conveniei^ce  of  their  oppressors  to  deliver 
ihem  up;  are  encroachments  of  that  high  and  danger- 
ous tendency,  which  could  not  fail  to  produce  that  ,per- 
nictoas  eSeet;  nor  would  ttiese  be  the  only  conse- 
qnenoes  that  would  result  from  it.    The  British  Gov- 
ernment mighty  for  a  while,  be  aatisfied  with  the  as- 
cendency thus  gained  over  us,  but  its  pretensions 
would  soon  increase.    The  proof  which  so  complete 
and  disgraceful  a  aubmission  to  its  authority  would 
afford  of  our  degeneracy,  oould  not  fail  to  inspire  eon- 
fidenoe,  that  there  was  no  limit  to  which  its  usutpa- 
tions,  and  our  degradation,  might  not  be  carried. 

'*  Your  committee,  believing  that  the  free-boin  sons 
of  America  are  worthy  to  enjoy  the  liberty  which  their 
fathers  purchased  at  the  price  of  so  much  blood  and 
treasure,  and  seeing  in  the  measures  adopted  by  Great 
Britain,  a  course  commenced  and  persiated  in,  which 
must  lead  to  a  loss  of  national  character  and  independ- 
ence, feel  no  hesitation  in  advising  resistance  by  force ; 
in  which  the  Americans  of  the  present  day  will  prove 
to  the  enemy  and  to  the  world,  that  we  have  not  only 
inherited  that  liberty  which  our  fathers  gave  us,  but 
also  the  will  and  pdwer  to  maintain  it  Relying  on 
the  patriotism  of  tbs  nation,  and  confidently  trusting 
that  the  Lord  of  Hosts  will  go  with  us  to  battle  in  a 
righteous  cause,  suid  crown  our  efforts  with  success, 
your  committee  recommend  an  immediate  appeal  to 
arms.'* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MitcbilLj  the  doors  were 
then  closed,  itod  the  House  sat  with  doors  closed 
the  remainder  of  the  day's  silting. 


Friday,  June  26. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  biU  to  laf  and  collect  a  direct 
tax  within  the  Uniied  States ;  which  was  read 
I  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  B.,  also,  from  the  ssme  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  iissessroeot  and  collection  of 
direct  taxes  aod  internal  daties;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  B.,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  imposiDg  additional  daties  on  the 
tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  od  the  table. 

Mr.  B.,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  retain  twenty-fi?e  per  centum  on 
the  drawbacks  allowed  by  law;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  B.,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  laying  a  duty  on  salt ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bm  also,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  establish  the  office  of  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Revenue ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bm  also,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  lay  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  wines,  spirituous  liquors^  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  B.,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  lay  duties  on  carriages  for  the  con- 
veyance of  persons ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
oraered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  B.,  also  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  lay  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers 
of  spirituous  liquors;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.. 

Mr.  B.,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented (L  bill  laying  daties  on  sales  at  auction  of 
foreign  merchandise,  and  of  ships  and  vessels; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  B.,  al^,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  laying  duties  on  sugar  refined  within 
the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  B.,  aho,  from  the  same  committee,  pre* 
sentedf  a  bill  laying  duties  on  bank  notes,  and  on 
notes  of  hand,  and  foreign  bills  of  exchange  of 
certain  descriptions ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  B..  also,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 

•nted  a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
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collection  of  internal  duties ;  which  was  read 

twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "for  the  relief 
of  James  Wilkinson ;''  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

WAR  TAXES. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  haviiig  reported  sundry  bills  for  laying 
direct  and  internal  taxes- 
Mr.  Roberts  said  it  was  important  that  some 
question  should  be  taken  that  would  settle  the 
point  whether  or  not  the  tax  bills  should  be  pass- 
ed at  the  present  session.  It  did  not  appear  from 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that 
it  was  necessary.  No  doubt,  Congress  woold 
meet  again  at  an  earlier  day  than  the  Constitu- 


tional period,  and  nepossiMe  incooventeoee  eoald 
result  from  a  postponement.  It  was  importaitt  to 
know,  before  any  more  members  retired  from  ' 
their  seats,  whether  or  not  this  subject  would  be  | 
taken  up  at  this  session.  For  himself,  said  Mr. 
R.,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  it  up. 
He  therefore  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

Raohedf  That  the  further  considermtion  of  tl»«  aer. 
eral  bilis  this  day  reported  by  the  Committee  of  'Ways 
and  Means,  be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  Ko- 
▼ember  next." 

Mr.  AncBEa  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on 
the  table,  to  give  the  House  an  opportunity  of  in- 
quiring rurther  ifito  the  subject.   He  wax  indneed 
to  make  this  motion  from  nis  belief  of  Che  abso-  ! 
lute  necessity  of  laying  taxes,  and  that  the  sob-  | 
ject  could -not  be  postponed  without  great  injury 
to  the  public  interests.    It  would,  at  all  erents, 
be  extremely  desirable,  that  the  House  should  as-  | 
certain  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury— a  man  in  whom  he  had  (and  he  believed 
the  nation  had)  great  confidence.    Mr.  A.  said, 
he  should  like  to  know  what  opinion  that  officer 
entertained  of  the  propriety  of  postponing  these 
bills  to  the  next  session  of  Congress.     If  the  Sec- 
retary was  of  opinion  that  the  postponement  of 
the  decision  on  this  subject  would  not  embarrass  I 
the  operations  of  Grovernment ;  for  himself,  being  j 
as  anxious  as  any  one  to  return  home,  he  shoold  | 
have  no  indisposition  to  postpone  it.     Bot  he  I 
would  stay  here  to  the  fourth  of  March,  rather 
than  not  pass  the  necessary  laws  for  meeting  the: 
exigencies  of  the  country,  and  to  carry  on  the 
operation  of  the  Qovernment.    If,  after  a  refnsaij 
partially  or  toully  to  suspend  the  non^importa- 
tion,  they  did  not  lay  taxes,  Mr.  A.  said  it  ap- 
peared to  htm  that  ruin  and  discomfiture  must 
attend  our  operations.    You  have  declared  war, 
said  he,  and  you  must  support  it.    Do  so,  and  the 
people  will  support  it.  You  have  solemnly  pledg- 
ed yourself  to  lay  taxes  to  aid  in  the  support  of  the 
war.    I  am  not  disposed  to  give  up  that  pledge,, 
which  I  with  others  have  given.    If  my  moiion 
prevails,  I  shall  submit  a  resolution  to  the  follow^ 
iDg  effect : 

**  Raolvedf  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treanuy  bs 
requested  to  inform  the  House  whether  the  taxes  pro^ 
posed  to  be  laid  can  be  dispensed  with  until  the  nex^ 
session  of  Congress,  without  embanaaament  to  th« 
Government." 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  he  presumed  there  wen 
members  in  the  House  who  could  give  the  infor 
mation  for  which  the  gentleman  wished  to  resort 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  He  was,  there 
fore,  opposed  to  any  postponement  of  this  que& 
lion  with  that  view.  The  gentleman  must  nol 
suppose,  however,  that  those  who  voted  for  th^ 
poetponement  to  the  first  Monday  in  NoTember 
would  do  so  on  the  principle  that  the  people  will 
not  bear  taxes,  or  that  thejr  were  nnwiiting  u 
meet  the  question  whenever  it  became  nece^ar^ 
to  do  so.  As  to  the  public  sentiment,  the  deter 
miaation  to  lay  the  taxes  had  already  had  all  th^ 
efi'e^t  on  it  which  the  laws  themselves  would 
have  had.  And  have  we  not  voted  war,  said  Mr 
J.  ?    And  is  not  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  oi 
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erery  man  io  thu  House  pledgftd  to  furnish  Ihe 
ways  tod  meaos,  to  any  amouat,  to  carry  oo  the 
war?  Let  not  ffentleoieo,  then,  while  I  alloW 
their  motives  to  be  pure  and  patriotic,  imneach 
mioe,  or  auppoie  an  indisposition  in  me  ana  oth- 
ers 10  comply  with  our  engagements ;  that  we 
are  not  as  zealoas  for  the  seryice;  of  our  country, 
as  (hose  gentlemen  who  live  conveniently  to  tbis 
place,  and  who,  having  visited  their  bomes  during 
the  session,  cannot  feel  the  same  anxiety  to  re- 
taro.  as  we  do,  who  have  been  here  for  ei^ht 
moDihs. 

Mr.  RoBEBTs  said,  if  he  thought  the  postpone- 
ment could  be  attended  with  the  ruinous  conse- 
qaeDces  anticipated,  he  should  certainly  be,  as 
mocb  u  any  one,  opposed  to  it.  But  he  believed, 
if  the  taxes  were  laid  within  the  current  year, 
they  would  come  within  the  calculations  or  the 
Treasury.  If  they  were  laid  now,  perhaps  it 
voald  be  better ;  but  when  the  state  of  the  House 
and  ihe  nature  of  the  inquiry  into  the  subject  of 
ioteroal  ttxes  was  considered,  it  seemed  to  him 
impossible,  at  this  time,  to  mature  laws  in  their 
oatore  so  intricate  and  difficult.  While  he  would 
Dot  say  that  there  was  a  mathematical  certainty, 
iher^was  yet  a  certain  probability,  that  no  evil 
would  ensoe  from  a  postponetaient.  He  could  not 
see  the  propriety,  after  the  information  heretofore 
libarally  imparted  by  the  Seeretanr  of  the  Treas- 
ury, of  calling  upon  him  agaiu.  It  remained  for 
the  Hoose  to  determine  whether  they  could  safe- 
ly rise  at  this  time,  and  meet  again  in  sufficient 
time  to  hy  the  taxes  for  the  service  of  the  ensu- 
ing year.  Believing  that  no  evil  could  arise  from 
the  postponement,  and  that  the  convenience  of 
the  Hoose  imperioaslY  called  for  it,  he  hoped  his 
motion  would  not  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.BAooKsaid  he  could  not  see  the  n^essity 
of  ealiin|  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
iofonntuoD.  From  the  few  minutes  conversf- 
tion  which  he  had  with  that  gentleman  since  his 
Ktura,  he  had  understood  him  to  say  that  no  in- 
cooTenience  would  be  likely  to  result  from  post- 
ponement, as  there  was  an  interval  of  four  months 
«iy  between  this  day  and  the  time  probably  to 
be  fixed  on  for  the  commencement  of  the  next 
Kiiion. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  he  had  heretofore  been  of  opin- 
JOD  that  the  system  of  taxation  recommended  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ought  to  be 
adopted dnriuff  the  present  session;  hot  he  was 
P^iectly  satisfied  from  the  lateness  of  the  session, 
^  the  intricacy  and  extent  of  the  bills  which 
ud  been  reported,  that  the  tax  bills  coold  not  be 
tcted  on  at  the  present  session  as  they  ought  to 
^'  As  to  the  urgent  necessity  for  laying  the  taxes, 
J««idthey  never  were  calculated  for  the  expen- 
diture of  this  year  but.  of  the  next.  The  leave 
of  absence,  every  day  given  to  members,  proved 
that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  conclude,  if 
P^y  were  to  commence,  the  discussion  of  this  sub- 
J^L  If  ibe  bills  were  taken  up,  he  did  not  be- 
licTethey  could  be  finally  passed  at  the  present 
^OD.  He  was,  therefore,  for  postponement,  to 
enable  Congress  to  adjourn  at  an  early  day,  and 
^^i  at  the  next  session  with  minds  refreshed 


and  prepared  to  encounter  the  laboriotu  invefti« 
gntion  of  the  detaiU  of  this  subject.  * 

Mr.  Wriobt  spoke  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question.  He  was  disposed  to  do  everything 
which  the  interest  and  nonor  of  the  country  re* 
quired ;  but,  as  the  taxes  were  not  wanted  before 
next  year,  he  was  desirous  to  postpone  them. 

Mr.  Arcber  again  spoke.  If  he  could  be  con- 
vinced that  the  taxes  were  not  necessary,  he  should 
be  very  willing  to  postpone  them:  but  he  had 
heard  nothing  which  convinced  him  that  they 
could  be  dispensed  with,  or  which  would  satisfy 
his  constituents  that  they  could  be  safely  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  WaiTaBiiA  read  an  extract  from  a  recent 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which, 
he  thought,  would  satisfy  the  gentleman  that  the 
levying  of  these  taxes  waa  not  at  this  moment 
indispensable. 

Mr.  Smilib  spoke  in  favor  of  the  postponement, 
as  no  material  objection  presented  itself,  and  it 
was  evident  the  House  could  not  be  kept  together 
long  enough  to  pass  upon  the  bills.  Let  it  not  be 
said,  observed  he,  that  I  am  afraid  to  meet  the 
question  of  taxation  ;  when  I  consented  to  war,  I 
considered  myself  bound  to  make  all  necessary 
provisions  to  support  it.  I  did  and  do  now  be- 
lieve that  my  constituents  are  willing  to  support 
the  war  in  this  or  any  other  way. 

The  motion  to  lay  Mr.  Roberts's  proposition 
on  the  table,  was  then  negatived  by  a  large  ma* 
jority. 

Mr.  Stow  snoke  against  Mr.  Roberts's  mo- 
tion ;  because,  be  said,  he  wished  a  vig;orous  war, 
vigorously  carried  on,  to  convince  the  enemy  we 
were  in  earnest.  He  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
by  adding  to  the  end  thereof^  words  to  the  follow* 
ing  effect :  *^and  that  the  satd  bills  be  printed.'' 

Mr.  Roberts  accepted  this  amendment  as  part 
of  his  motion,  and  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  ahe  question  first  on  his 
original  proposition. 

The  question  was  so  taken,  and  carried  for 
postponement  of  the  tax  bills— yeas  72,  nays  46, 
as  follows: 

YxAS— William  Andenon,  Daniel  Avery,  Eiekiel 
Bacon,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  BlacUedge,£4Jah 
Brigham,  Robert  Brawny  William  Butler.  Frands  Carr, 
Epaphroditut  Champion*  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Clay,  Jamea  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict* 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Roger  Davia,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  Samuel  Dinamoor,  Ellas  Earle,  William 
Fmdley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Peterson 
Goodwjn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter 
Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thos.  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Alexander  McB^,  Samuel  L.  Mitch- 
ill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens^ 
William  Piper,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William 
Rodman,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Samnet  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Stanfbrd,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaferm,  Uri  Tra^,  OeoigeMi  Traap, 
Charles  Tomer,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  White- 
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hill,  WiUUm  Wldgary,  Thomu  Wilron,  Rich'd  Winn, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — 8.  Archer,  John  Baker,  AbijahBigelow,  Har- 
maniu  Bieaeker,  Adam  Boyd,  Wm.  A.  Bnrwell,  John 
O.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheres,  Thomas  B.  Gooke,  John 
Davenport,  junior,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely,  Jame* 
£mott»  Asa  Fitob,  Thomas  Gholson.  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Boiling  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes, 
Jacob  Hufty,  PhiUp  B.  Key,  Abncr  Lacock,  William 
Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin, junior,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  EUsha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  M. 
Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
Shefiey.  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis 
B.  Storges,  Pierre  Van  Cortiandt,  junior,  and  Leoiiard 
White. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
member  thereof,  and  determined  in  the  negative 
— yeas  49,  nays  68. 

The  House  was  then  cleared  of  all  persons  for 
a  short  time  in  consequence  of  a  message  from 
the  Senate,  and,  beinff  again  opened,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Randolph  the  House  was  again  cleared,  and 
the  doors  were  closed,  and  remained  so  until  the 
usual  hour  for  adjourn meot. 


JoM.  m 


Saturday,  June  27. 
Mr.  dniNCT,  from  the  committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Da- 
rid  Henley  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on. Monday 
next. 

The  SpsakIiR  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  trans- 
mitting a  report  of  the  Land  Commissioners  for 
the  District  of  Vincennes,  made  in  obedience  to 
the  act  of  the  30th  April,  1810;  which  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  lease,  for  a 
term  of  years,  any  part  of  the  reservations  of  pub- 
lic ground  in  the  Citv  of  Washington  j"  and  they 
have  passed  the  bill  "  supplemenUry  to  the  act 
autborizinf  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  bill  and  amendments  tbey 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill 
"confirming  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  founded  on  warrants  of  survey  granted 
by  the  Spanish  Government,"  were  read,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  sup- 
plementary to  *'An  act  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain  companies  of 
rangers,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  Suies,"  were  read,  and  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 

T4ie  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,  were  read 
and  concuri«d  ia  by  tha  Hoase. 


The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '*  anlhoriziog  tk 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  tens 
of  years,  any  part  of  tlie  reserviirioos  of  pnttiJ 
ground  in  the  City  of  Washington,"  was  read tU 
first  time  \  and,  on  motion,  the  said  bill  was  rad 
the  second  time,  amended,  ind  ordered  to  be  reai 
the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "^for  the  relief  a 
James  Wilkinson,"  was  read  twice,  and  commit 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Moodai 
next.  I 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  HottJ 
that  the  Senate  have  adhered  to  their  amend 
meats  to  the  bill  ^*  supplementary  to  the  act  aa 
thorizing  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  u 
raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  protee 
tion  of  the  frontier  of  tbeUnited  States.'* 

EXPORTATION  OF  MUNITIONS  OF  WAR.  | 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CommittNol 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  ezporutio^ 
of  naval  and  military  stores,  arms^aod  themoai* 
tioDs  of  war  and  provisions  to  Canada  and  eertiii 
other  British  provinces,  and  for  other  purposes,  j 

After  some  time,  the  hill  was  reporter!  witi 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  ia  by  w 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willluis,  thb  bill  was  or 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table;  and,  likewise  oe  u 
motion,  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mad 
factarei  were  discharged  from  the  farther  ctn 
sideraiion  of  the  resoJutton  a  few  days  ago  m 
milted  by  him  relative  to  importation  and  export 
ation. 

The  House  then  resamed  the  eonsiderationo 
the  bill  just  laid  on  the  table ;  and  a  moiioo  w^ 
made  by  Mr.  Williams  to  amend  the  bill  by  i4^ 
ing  thereto  a  new  section,  as  follows:  ' 

**And  be  it  Juriker  enacted.  That,  from  and  ti^ 
the  first  day  of  October  hext,  no  goods,  warei,  or  m 
chandiae,  shall  be  adoutted  into,  or  exported  fiom.  ^ 
United  Statca,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  except  is  «h 
tela  owned  wholly  by  a  citiaBaa  or  dtiaens  of  the  UniM 
States."  I 

And  the  question  thereon  being  takea,  it  v^ 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15.  naf s  91, 1 
follows : 

YiAs-^WilHam  Blackledge,  Matthew  Clay,  Williij 
Crawford.  Richard  Gotta,  laaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Ht^ 
Williani  R.  King,  Peter  Little,  Nathaniel  Mteoo^Ha^ 
Nelaon,  £liaba  R.  Potter,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Suod 
Shaw,  Robert  Wbilehili,  and  David  R.  WUliami. 

Nats — William  Anderaon,  Stevenson  ArehM^  DM 
iel  Aveiry,  John  Baker,  Barirell  Baaaett,  William  V 
Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanua  Bleecker,  Adij 
Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  Waii«l 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Eptpbroaiti 
Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Jaoj 
Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Thomaa  B.  Cooke,  U^ 
Condict,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Roger  Dsvia,  Jofc 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Williii 
Ely,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklii 
Tbottias  Gholson,  Charlea  Goldsborough,  PetciM 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall, J<* 
A.  Harper,  Aviett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  > 
Hyaemany  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Abner  Lacock,  iotep 

Lefever,  .JoAephLewia,   Junior,  WilUam  Lownde 
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iaron  Lyie,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald'  McBryde, 
Villiam  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Jamea  Milnor, 
iMnQel  L.  Mitehill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
bottiitii  O.  Moseley,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
■M,nionaB  N«wton,8tepkMn  Ocmsby,  Jestph  Pear- 
ra,  Imel  Pickens,  WUCan  Piper,  Ttacfthy  Pitkiji, 
■ior,  Jamea  PleasimtSy  jttniar,  John  Randolph,  Wm. 
I.  SichardaoB,  Heniy  M.  Ridfoty,  Samuel  Ringgold^ 
dkn  Rhet,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  RoherU,.  William 
iodmso,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  8ey* 
crt,  Daniel  Sbcfiey,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Rkhard 
HuJMd,  Philm  fitnart,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel 
r^gait,  John  TaJia£irro»  Uri  Tra^,  Charles  Tumer,^ 
inior,  I^ierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Aoaard  White,  WiUiam  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson, 
ad  Robert  Wright. 

The  bill  was  then  further  aiBended ;  and,  on 
lotion  of  Mr.  McKiM,  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
ftlttee  on  Foreign  Relatiotrs. 

NATURALIZATION  LAW. 

Mr.  Lacock  snid,  that  he  should  not  jofier  any 
abject  for  the  coflsideration  of  the  House  at  tbis 
ite  stage  of  the  aession,  had  he  not  beeu  con- 
iDced  the  subject  was  such  as  required  the  im- 
aediate  ioterpositioQ  of  Congress.  It  would  be 
OQod.  b^  an  examiDalion  ol  the  oaturalizatioo 
iws,  that,  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Great 
triiaio,  the  courts  were  prohibited  from  naturat* 
nog  any  foreigners,  although  thur  might  have 
egisiered  iheir  names  and  resided  Id  the  country 
oriog  the  probationary  period  required  by  law. 
1*0  the^e  persons,  it  appeared,  the  Goreromeii^ 
ras  pledged,  and  the  change  of  the  relation  be- 
veeo  tbe  two  countries,  did  not  lessen  the  obli- 
ition  the  GbvernmeDt  was  under  to  redeem  that 
ledge,  aod  admit  those  persons  to  the  rights  of 
itizeos.  It  woiald,  moreover,  be  recollected  that, 
jr  the  State  laws,  those  persons  were  made  sub- 
let to  perform  militia  duty,  and  that,  as  voluo- 
«rs,  or  otherwise,  they  would  compose  a  part  of 
ur  Army;  and,  perhaps^  whife  in  this  situation, 
light  betaken  sud  punished  as  traitors  by  their 
lereromexit.  No  apprehension  of  danger  could 
t  entertained  by  their  admission  to  the  rights  of 
itizens.  They  were^  most  of  them,  attached 
roBgly  to  our  Government,  and  sought  this 
)antry  as  an  asylum  from  oppression,  dkc^  He 
'as,  by  these  considerations,  induced  to  offer  the 
illowiog  resolution : 

Retobftd,  That  a  eommittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
to  the  expediency  of  eo  amending  the  naturalisation 
»i  of  the  United  States  as  to  admit  to  the  rigkta  of 
uaensbip  such  aliens  as  have  emigrated  from  the 
nited  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  her 
pendencies  to  the  United  Btatee  or  her  Tenitoriee 
e^ioas  to  the  eif^teeath  day  of  June,  1812»  and  that 
e  eommittoe  have  leave  to-  report  by  bill  or  others 
ise. 

The  resolution  was  tgreed  to,  and  Messrs.  La.- 

)CK,  EiioTT,  ahd  Tbocp,  were  appointed  a  com- 
ittee  aeeordiaglx. 


Monday,  June  29. 

Mr.  Ba88bt7  .vyiibdrew  ^'*  respiutioa  w*hich 
!  offered  a  few  days  ago  relative  to  raising  a  spe- 


cific force  for  the  defence  of  the  eastern  shore  of 
Virginia,  for  the  reason,  as  he  stated,  that  the 
House  had  utterly  refused  to  take  into  considera- 
nion  this  subject,  the  first  which  he,  for  his  pecu- 
liar constituents,  had  ever  pressed  on  their  at- 
tention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WriOrt,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  to  amend  tbe  militia  laws  within 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  the  bill  having  been 
gone  through  without  objection  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  im- 
mediately read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  Senate  having  adhered  (o  their  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  for  raising  four  additional  com- 
panies of  rangers,  which  amendment  goes  to  re- 
duce the  addition  to  one  company,  dbc.,  the  House 
took  it  up,  but  laid  it  on  the  table  for  the  present, 
without  deciding  thereon. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  allowing  additional  comr 
pensation  to  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Sen- 
ate, acting  as  such  when  the  office  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent shall  be  vacant. 

Mr.  Cbevss  moved  an.  amendment  importing 
that  in  such  case  the  President  pro  tempore  should 
receive  the  compensation  attached  to  the  office 
of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  agreed  to — ayes  54.  And  the  bill,  as  amend- 
ed, was  reported  to  the  House,  by  whom  the  said 
amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  fVom  the  Senate,  making 
further  provision  for  the  sale  of  certain  reserved 
sections  of  public  lands  in  tbe  State  of  Ohio.  The 
Committfe  ^ose  anc)  reported  the  bill  without 
amendmeiH  ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the 
bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of  James  Wilkinson.  After  some  discus- 
sion, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
wrtboot  amendment  The  House  took  op  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading  to*dar. 

The  eagroased  bills  authorizing  transfers  of 
stock  of  the  United  States,  dkc.,  tne  bill  to  eom- 
peosate  the  President  of  the  Senate  acting  as  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  bill  for  . 
the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson,  were,  severalty 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolred  itself  uto  a  Committee  ot 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Hen* 
ley.  The  Committee  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment^aod  then  prpceeded  to  consider  the 
report ;  when,  on  the  cpiestion  of  its  passage  to  a 
third  reading,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  White  presented  a  petilion  of  sundry  in- 
hahitants  of  Salem,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
stating  their  disapprobation  of  tbe  war  againat 
Great  Britain. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  sundrjr  res- 
olutions adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
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of  the  city  of  New  York,  Id  approbation  of  the 
war  against  Great  Britain. 

The  petitions  and  resolutions  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MoRBOW)  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  concerning  the  lead 
mines  in  the  Territory  of  Missoari;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LacocKj  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-seventh  instant,  presented  a  bill  sup- 
plementary .to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  tne 
subject  or  an  uniform  rule  of  Naturalization  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mitted of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  B^coN,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  ti  bill  supplementary  to  ^  An  act 
authorizing  a  loan  for  k  sum  of  elereD  millions 
of  dollars;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  tlie  same  committee,  present- 
ed a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  old  six 
per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks^  and  providing  for 
an  exchanfre  of  the  same ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  *^  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term 
of  years,  any  of  the  reservations  of  public  ground 
in  the  City  of  Washington,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  tp  facilitate  the  transfer  of 
the  stock  created  under  an  act  passed  on  the  10th 
day  of  November,  1803.  The  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
aad  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

EXPORTATION  OP  MUNITIONB  OP  WAR. 

Mr.  CALaouN.from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  naval  and  military 
stores,  arms,  and  the  munitions  of  war  and  provi- 
sions to  Canada  and  certain  other  British  prov- 
inces, and  for  other  purposes,  reported  the  said  bill 
without  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bill ; 
and  Mr.  Nbwtoic  moved  the  following  as  an  ad- 
ditional section  to  the  hill : 

And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  no  ship  or  vessel  ad- 
mitted by  the  fifth  seetion  of  this  set  into  any  port  or 
place  within  the  jnrifldietionof  the  United  Siantes,  shall 
import  within  the  juriwliction  of  the  United  dutes  any 
goods,  weiee,  or  merchandise,  nnlesa  the  same  be  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manulaotiire,  of  the  State  or  King- 
dom to  which  iMich  ship  or  vessel  belongs. 

This  amendment  was  objected  to  as  denying 
to  neutrals  those  rights  which  we,  whilst  in  that 
character,  had  strenuously  insisted  on,  and  as 
therefore  exhibiting  an  inconsistency  of  conduct 
not  suited  to  a  great  nation  contending  for  its 
jights. 

Mr.  Newton  replied  that  the  circumstances  of 
the  civilized  world  had  so  materially  changed  as 
to  destroy  the  force  of  this  argument  altogether. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendment  by  yeas  and  nays^  and  decided  in  the 
negative.  For  the  amendment  31,  against  it  59, 
as  follows : 

YsAS — Matthew  Clay,  John  Ckqptoa,  Lewis  Coa-i 
diet,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha, 
Janes  Fiak,  Meshack  Franklin,  laaiah  h:Qmm,  Jacob 
Ha%,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  WU- 
liam  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  fiemnrf  L.  MitchiU, 
James  Moigan,  Hngh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Wiltian 
Piper,  John  Roane^  Jonathan  Roberts,  EWneser  Sea- 
ver,  Samuel  8haw,  William  Strong,  George  M.  Ttw^ 
Robert  Whitehill,  Pavid  R.  Williams,  and  Ridisrd 
Winn. 

Nats— 43tevenson  Archer,  John  Baker,  BorweU  Bm- 
sett,  WiUiam  W.  fiibb,  Abijah  Bigebw,  Adam  Boyd, 
Jamea  Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  Elijah  Brigfaus, 
WiUiam  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Ltng- 
don  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Jamee  Cochran,  Tl^  | 
mas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawaon,  Sun- 
uel  Dinsmoor,  WilUani  Fmdley,  Aaa  Fitch,  Thomu 
Gholson,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall,  Joiks 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Josepii 
Kent,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Wilfiim 
Lowndes,  James  Miinor,  Jeremiah  Monbw,  Jonathan 

0.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Poarson,  Iirael 
Pickens,  Timodiy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleaaants,  junior, 
John  Randolph,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  Wil- 
liam Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  devier,  Aitant 
Seybert,  Daniiel  Shelley,  John  Smilie,  Radiard  Stanford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Storges,  Samuel  Taggait,  Uh 
Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Wheatett,  Leoaari  i 
White,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  engrossia^ 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  carried— &  toil. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Bacon  laid  on  the  table  the  following  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  : 

TaaAsuaT  DspAarxxirT,  June  34, 1811 

Sib  :  The  expenditures  for  the  year  18 IS,  calculi- , 
ted    in  conformity  with  the  appropriations  made  bj 
Congress,  and  adding  such  as  are  contemplated,  maf 
be  stated  in  round  numbers  as  follows,  tIs  : 

1.  CItU  list,  diplomatic  intercourse,  and  miscellaneoas 
expenses  of  a  civil  na-  ' 
tare,  appropriated        -  9l,62S,030' OS 

Printing  Treasuiy  notes,  I 

and  other  miseellane- 
ons  expenses  not  yet 
proTided  for,  estimatsd 
at      -        -        .       .        87,969  98 

■  91,560,000 

S.  Militaiy  EstabKshment 

including  milttiaf  vol- 

anteers,  and  Indian  De- 

partBMat,  appropriated  18,696,664  89 
Add  for  rangera,  dee       •       104,416  11 


3.  NaTal  Establishment, 

appropriated       •        -     3,404^669  60 
Add  for  gunboats,  dbc  •      ^6d£^880  40 


13,800,0001 


3,940,00d 


4.  Public  debt,  TIS  :Inteiw 
est,  including  $200,000 
estimated  interest  on 
tfiis  year's  loan  •    3,435,000  06 
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'imbanement  of  tit  per. 
centf  deferred  and  con- 
verted stocks,  which 
must  neceisarily  *  be 
mtde  -  -  -  $3,135,000  00 
irchases  of  pablid  debt, 
which  mtui  be  made, 
if  the  debt  can  be  pur* 
chited  at  the  price* 
Umited  by  law   -        -    3,440,000  00 


l*W«B 


8,000,000 
926,300,000 


The  foiids  provided  to  aeet  that  eitpenditnxe  are,  m : 
Of  the  balance  of  $3,500,388  06,  re- 
maiiuDg  in  the  Treaaoiy  on  tha  lat  of 
Jannarj,  1812,  there  maj  be  applied  to  > 
theexpenaeioftheyear      -        -        •     $2,000,000 
The  rece^ita  into  the  Treaaarj,  ari- 
sing from  the  duties  on  importation 
and  Bales  of  lands,  were  estimated,  for 
the  year  1812,  in  the  annual  report 
of  Md  November   last,  $8,200,000. 
This  estimate  is  predicated    on  the 
supposition  that  the  receipts  of  1812; 
arismg  from  duties    on  importations 
made  daring  the  year,  WQi||d  be  equal 
to  the  amount  of  debentures  payable 
daring  the  year,  and  there  are  not  any 
data  from  which  a  more  correct  esti- 
mate can  be  made     ....        8,200,000 
Loan  aathorized^by  law  .        -      11,000,000 

TreaiQiy  notes,  according  to  the  bill 
which  has  passed  the  Houho  of  Repre- 
sentatives         .....'  5,000,000 


Total $26,200,000 


Which,  together  with  tha  intended  Trea- 
sury notes  - $5,000,000 

Makes  an  aggregate,  not  yet  obtained,  of  9,540,000 

funds  already  secured         ...  16,660,000 


Total,  as  per  above 


$26,200,000 


Two  branches  of  the  expenditure  may  fall  short  of 
e  amount  appropriated : 

1.  It  may  be  expected  that  the  whole  amotut  ap- 
opriatcd  for  the  Military  Establishment  will  not  be 
pended,  for  the  appropnations  are  sufficient  to  defray 
e  expenses  of  the  old  establishmonts,  (about  10,000 
en,)  as  if  these  had  been  complete  on  the  1st  Janu- 
y  last,  and  of  the  additional  force  of  25,000  men, 
if  the  whole  of  it  had  been  raised,  and  in  actual  ser- 
ce,  on  the  1st  day  of  May  last:  neither  of  which  is 
e  fact  That  expenditure  not  being,  in  any  degree, 
ider  the  control  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  amount 
^ch  may  not  be  wanted,  being  unseertainHt  e  pio« 
>ion  equal  to  the  sum  appropriated  must  still  be  con- 
Dplated.  Whether  the  number  of  men  in  actual 
rrice  in  the  navy  corresponds  with  that  for  which 
^vision  was  made  by  the  appropriations,  and  whether, 
I  that,  or  any  other  aoeoBBt,  tiiere  may  be  leas  ex- 
»Qded  by  that  defwrtment  than  has  been  appropiUted, 
oot  known  at  the  Treaewy. 
2»  If  the  six  per  cent*  and  deferred  stocks  should  be 
pv,  the  whole  amount  of  the  suni  which  the  Com- 
iwioners  of  the  linking  Fund  will  otherwise  be  bound 
^Pplj  to  purchases,  may  not  be  wanted. 
With  respect  to  the  funds  provided  to  defray  the  ex- 
nses,  no  more  than  $16,660,000  are  already  secured. 
The  subscriptions  to  the  loan,  including  $200,000 
fered  on  special  contract,  but  not  yet  accepted, 
aoQnt  to  $6,460,000;  leaving  An  amount  unsub- 
nbedof $4,540,000 


Although  the  experiment  of  issuing  Treasury  notes 
be  novel  under  this  Qovemment,  the  solid  security  on 
which  they  rest,  the  facilities  they  will  otBn  in  making 
renuttanees,  the  interest .  they  bear,  and,  above  all,  the 
power  to  apply  them  to  the  payment  of  duties  and  of 
public  lands,  induce  a  belief  that,  notwithstanding  soma 
difficulties  incident  to  a  first  emission,  the  amount  con- 
templated may  be  put  in  drculation  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  result  of  the  loan  is  more  doubtlul.  The  old  * 
six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks  are  two  or  three  per 
cent,  under  par;  and  any  depression  in  public  funds 
would  seriously  a£fect  the  aales  of  the  residue  of  the 
new  loan.  Nor  does  it  appear  eligible,  without  an 
absolute  neoessity,  to  give  a  premium  or  additional  in- 
terest in  order  to  obtain  subscriptions  for  that  residue. 
For,  as  it  would  be  just,  in  that  case,  to  place  the  fint 
subscribers  on  Uie  same  footing,  the  charge  to  the  pub- 
lic would  be  more  than  double  the  premium  actually 
wanted  to  obtain  the  four  millions  and  a  half  which 
are  not  yet  subeeribed. 

The  committee  vrill,  having  all  the  foots  before  them, 
be  able  to  decide  whether  any  additional  provision 
ought  to  be  made,  during  this  session,  in  order  to  guard 
against  any  possible  contingency.    In  the  mean  whifo, 
I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  a  convekvion  of  the  old  «ix 
per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,  into  a  new  six  per  cent. 
stock,  not  materially  diffiirent  from  that  created  by  viiw 
tue  oif  the  act  authorising  the  loan  of  eleven  millions,  ( 
would  have  a  fovorable  efiect  on  the  price  of  those  . 
stocks,  and  thereby  might  facilitate  the  loan  of  this 
year,  and  prevent  the  necessity  of  applying,  both  this 
and  the  ensuing  years,  the  large  sums  which  must  now 
be  expended  in  the  reimbursement  and  purchase  of  the  . 
public  debt.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

ALBBRT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  BzxKiiL  Bacqit,  Chairman,  ^c. 


Tuesday,  June  30. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  William  Duahe,  late  a  Lieutenant  Colonel 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  transmitting, 
for  the  use  of  Congress,  ('a  hand-book  containing 
the  first  principles  of  military  discipline,  founded 
on  rational  method,  intended  to  explain,  in  a  fa- 
miliar and  practical  manner,  for  the  use  of  the 
military  force  of  the  United  States,  the  modern 
improvements  in  the  discipline  and  movement 
of  armies." 

The  letter  was  read,  and,  together  vU\\  the 
book,  referred  to  the  Commfttee  on  Military 
Afiairs. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  raising  four 
additional  companies  of  rangers,  which  ametid- 
menti  reduced  the  number  from  four  companies 
to  one.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  on  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  who  said  if  four  ad- 
ditional companies  could  not  be  obtained  from  the 
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Congress,' be  was,  for  bis  Western  constituents, 
willing  to  take  what  he  could  get  for  tbeir  further 
defence. 


The  House  refused  to  toke  up  Mr.  Wright's    being  again  read, 


tertD  of  years,  any  part  of  the  reservations  of  pub- 
lic srround,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  which  has 
been  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  \  aad  the  same 


bill  respecting  American  seamen,  48  to  24. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  complete  the 
paymeQts.of  the  same,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  respecting  the 
pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Moose. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  directing  in  what  prooor- 
tion  the  future  detachments  of  the  militia  snail 
be  distributed  among  the  respective  States;  and 
after  3ome  debate,  tne  Committee  rose,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Williams^  the  bill  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  recommending  th^  adapta- 
tion to  the  public  service  of  the  volunteer  force  I 
contemplated  by  the  act  passed  on  the  ^xth  day 
of  Februaryi  by  making  the  requisite  provision 
for  the  officers  thereof  being  commissioned  by  the 
authority  of  the  United  States. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^'  respecting  the  pay 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  theCommittee  oa  Military  Affalirs. 

A  messasfefrdm  the  Senate  informed  tire  Honse 
that  they  nave  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of 
this  Honse  to  the  bili*^  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years, 
any  part  of  the  reservations  of  public  ground  in 
the  City  of  Washington."  They  have  passed  a 
"ioint  resoluiion  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  recommend  a  day. of  public  hu- 
miliation and  prayer  $"  and  they  have  passed  the 
bill  '*  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
discharging  alt  the  outstanding  claims  tor  the 
construction  and  repair  of  the  Capitol  and  Presi- 
dent's House ;  for  the  compensation  of  the  late 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings,  and  for  the 
furniture  for  the  different  apartments  of  the  Cap- 
itol, and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amendments; 
in  which  resolution  and  amendments  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  last  ftien- 
tioned  bill  were  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  said  amendments  ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  theirein,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  that  they  had  disagreed  to  the  first,  and 
agreed  to  the  second,  with  an  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  do  disagree  to  the  first 
of  the  said  amendments,  and  concur  in  the  second, 
with  an  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^'  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a 


Resolved^  That  this  House  do  recede  frona  their 
said  amendment. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  recom* 
mend  a  day  of  pnblie  hnmiliationand  prayer  was 
read  twice,  ana  ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time 
to-day.  The  resolution  was  accordingly  read  the 
third  lime,  and  passed  :  and  Mr.  TAoaART,  Mr. 
Roberts,  and  Mr.  Cbbves,  were  appointed  a 
committeevon  the  part  of  tlie  Hotiae,  to  present 
the  same  to  the  President.  . 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  after  leave  giten,  introduced  the  fol- 
lowing bill : 

Be  U  enacted,  4*^.  That  the  provifo  contained  in  the 
first  section  qf  thjB  act,  entitled  >*  An  act  respecting  mlien 
enemies,''  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight»  which  proviMis 
in  the  following  words  :'  **  Providai,  That  after  aliens 
resident  within  the  United  States  shall  hare  beoome 
liable  as.  enemies,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  and  ^ho 
shall  not  be  chargeable  with  actual  hostility,  or  other 
crime  agafnst  the  public  safety,  ahall  be  allowed,  for 
the  recovery,  disposal  and  removal  of  their  goods  and 
effects,  and  for  tneir  departure,  the  full  time  which  is 
or  ahail  be  stipulated  by  an^  treaty,  where  any  shall 
have  been  between  the  United  States  and  the  hostile 
nation  or  Goveri|ment,  of  which  th^  shall  be  natives, 
citizens,  denizens,  or  subjects;  and  where  no  such 
treaty  shall  have  existed,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  aecertain  and  declare  such  reasonable  time 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  public  sale^,  and  ac* 
cording  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  national  hos- 
pitality," be,  and  the  same  hereby  |s  repealed. 

Sso.  2.  And  be  it  JUrther  enacted.  That  where  there 
ahall  be  no  existing  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  sudi  hostile  nation  or  Government,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  to 
ascertain  and  declare  sUch  reasonable  time  as  may 
be  consistent  with  tiie  public  safety,  and  according  to 
tbfi  dictates  of  humanity  and  nstional  hospitality,  for 
the  recovery,  disposal,  and  removal  of  the  goods  and 
c^RfiCts  of  sndi  ajien  enemies,  and  for  tfieb  departure 
from  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

BXPOltTATION  OP  MUNiriaNB  OP  WAR. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation 
of  certain  military  stores,  &c.  to  Canada,  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  WRi^Bt  moved  its  postpooenent  to  the 
first  Monday  in  Norember  nert,  on  ibe  ground 
that  it  was  unnecessary,  because  the  state  of  wai^ 
of  itself  precluded  aoeh  exportation  ;  and  on  the 
ground  that  it  went  to  tiolate  existing  treaties. 
The  question  was  decided  b^  Teas  and  nays 
For  postponement  44,  against  it  44.  as  follows: 

Teas — ^Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Ear- 
menus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge, 
Epaphroditui  Champion,  Langdon  Chevesj  Matthew 
Clav,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  WiUiam  Craw* 
ford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson^ 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
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Gimy,  iMiah  L.  Green,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Haftj,  Ly- 
man LaWy.  William  Lowndes,  Alexander  McKim, 
Samael  L.'  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jonathan  0. 
Mosekj,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joiiah 
Qaincy,  John  Randolph,  William  M.  Richardson, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  John  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  I'hilip  Btaart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  Williams,  Thomas 
Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  Bterevson  Archer, 
Etekiel  Baeoa,  Bnrwell  Bastoett,  "WUliam  W.  Bibb, 
RobeK  Brown,  John  G.  Calhoan,  Francip  Carr,  liewis 
Condiet,  Josej^  Deeha,  Saorael  Dthsmoor,  Elias  Barle, 
James  Fisk,  Meshack  PrankUn,  Felix  Gmndy,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hynettanj  Joaeph 
Kent,  WiUiam  R.  King,  Aaron  Lyie,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  P^felson, 
Anthony  New,  Thomav  Newbotd,  Thomas  Newton, 
William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Bamne)  Ring- 
gold, John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Sam- 
ael Shaw,  John  Srailie,  William  Strong,  Charles 
Tomer,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehfll,  William  Widgery,  and 
Ridiaid  Winn. 


The  Speaker  declared  himself  against  the 
postponement ;  and  the  question  recurred  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pitkin  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,,par- 
tieolarly  as  going  to  violate  certain  existing  trea- 
ties,  under  the  authority  of  which  neutral  vessels 
were  now  permitted  to  clear  out  for  any  port, 
even  that  of  our  enemy,  without  molestation.  He 
objected  to  the  bill  also,  because  maktng  express 
provision  for  a  [larticuiar  case  already' provided 
for  by  the  Uw  now  in  existence  for  naoishing 
those  who  in  war  afiofd  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States.  The  act  proposed 
to  be  prohibited  by  this -law,  coming,  as  he  con- 
ceived, within  the  definition  of  high  treason,  was 
already  punishable  with  death. 

Mr.  Calbouii  replied  that  the  bill  did  not  vio- 
late the  Spanish  Treaty,  becAuae  it  did  not  pro- 
hibit the  departure  of  Spanish  veswls,  but-raercly 
prohibited  the  exportation  of  articles  of  a  partic- 
ular description — a  municipal  ri^bt  of  which  the 
treaty  was  not  intended  to  abridge  the  United 
Sutes.  .  It  was  never  objected  to  the  embargo, 
which  prohibited  all  exportation,  tliat  it  violated 
oar  treaty  with  Spain,  in  relation  to  the  sup- 
posed interference  with  the  la^  for  the  ptmish- 
ment  of  treason^  he  bad  looked  into  the  authori- 
ties, aod  waa  not  of  opinion  that  the  act  by  this 
law  prohibited  came  clearly  withiii  the  definition 
of  treasoit. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  spoke  against  the  bill, 

Mr.  LowiiOBs  said  he  should  not  vote  for  the 
bill,  because  \ie  could  not  consent  to  do  anything 
implying  a  belief,  which  be  did  not  entertain,  that 
supplying  our  enemy  with  arms  during  war  was 
not  treason*-  Whilst  he  for  this- reason  should 
oppose  the  bill,  he  disclaimed  any  reliance  on  the 
argument  against  it  drawn  from  a  supposed  col- 
lision with  existing  treaties,  which  never  had  been 
supposed  to  preclude  a  nation  from  regulating 
trade  from  its  own  ports. 

Mr.Qsuif  DT  defended  the  hiH.    It  was  intended 
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to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  ofieuee  therein 
declared  ;  and,  thongh  a  direct  aid  by  exporting 
arms  ta  an  enemy  might  subject  the  offender  to 
the  punishment  of  treaabn,  there  was  at  present 
no  provision  in  existence  which  went  to  prohibit 
the  departure  of  vessels  with  the  intention  df 
committing  the  offenc<« ;  which,  if  committed, 
could  only  become  a  subject  of  judicial  cogni- 
zance on  proof  of  its  actual  consummation. 

Mr.  Rhea  also  spoke  ih/avor  of  the  bill  at  some 
leiuFth,  and  Mr.  WaianT  and  Mr.  Boyd  against  it. 

The  question  was  then  mken  on  the  passage  of 
the  hill ;  and  decided  in  the  negative — yea^  50, 
nays  62,  as  follows : 

VvAs-^WUliam  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Bur- 
well  Bassatt,  William  W.  Bibb,  Roh^  Brewn,  John 
C.  CaUuKin,  Lewia  Condrct,  John  Dawaon^  Joseph 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinamoor,  Bliaa  £«rle,  Wilham  Fihd> 
1^»  James  Fiak,  Meahack  Franklin,  Thomaa  Gholaon, 
PelierBMi  Goodwyn,  Felix  Grundy^  BoiUeg  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hynaman,  Wil- 
liam. R.  King,  Abner  Lacock»  Peter  Little,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McO^,  Jeremiah  Mor^ 
row,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomaa  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Rob- 
erts, Bbenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  John 'Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Tal- 
iaferro, George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Robert  M'hitehitl,  WiUiam  Widgery,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Nats— Jtohn  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blatk- 
ledge,  Harmanua  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enrfdge,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  William  Crawford, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Goldaborough, 
Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Huffy, 
Joseph  Kent,  Lyman  Law,  .Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William 
Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Afchibald  McBryde, 
Alexander  McKim,  James  Milnor,  Jamea  Morgan,  Jon- 
athan 0.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  J*earson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleaaanu,  jr.,  Biisha  R. 
Potter,  John  Randolph,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry 
M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
ShefiTey.  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  jun., 
Laban  Wheatoa,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  Williama, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 


WEDifcaoAT,  July  1. 

Mr.  Wheatoii  presented  a  petition  of  siradry. 
inhabitants  of  New  Bedford,  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, in   opposition  to  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  praying  that  the  restrictions  on  com- 
merce may  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Wriuht,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  leferred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  '*  respecting  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the 
United«8tates, '''re ported  the  same,  without  amend- 
ment, and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  tp-day. 

Mr.  ToRNBR,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  at  what  time  and  to  what  time  the 
two  Houses  ought  to  adjourn,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 
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Ruoivedt  by  the  SenaU  ondHouae  ofTLepreBenta- 
lives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  a«- 
sembledf  That  the  President  of  thf  Senate  and  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes  he,  and  they  are  hereby, 
aothorized  to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  Mon* 
day,  the  sixth  day  of  July,  instant. 

The  resolution  was  twic«  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  TORNER,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bid  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 
.  of  Congress;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affair?,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Wil- 
liam Duane,  transmitting  to.Conffress  a  military 
work,  reported  theibliowing  respiution: 

Resohed^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

tieesofthe  United  Stipes  in  Congress  assemoled,  That 

.  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 

aothorized  to  prescribe,  from  time  to  time,  th<^  disci- 

gtine  for  the  regular  troops  ^od  militia  of  the  United 
tates« 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  from  the  same  committee^  to 
whom  was  referred  the  President's  Message  of 
yesterday,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  roakiog  further 
provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United  Stat^t^, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twic^, 
•  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow^ 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '*  concerning 
.  invalid  pensioners."  with  amendments;  in  which 
they  desire  (he  concurrence  of  this  Houses 

An  engrossed  bill: fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
^*  concerning  invalid  pensioners,'*  were  read,  and, 
toj^ether  with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee 
ofthe -Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Cotnmittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
supplementary  to  the  naturalization  laws ;  which 
was  reported  to  the  House  without  objection. 

Mr.  CHEVES.then  move4  to  amend  the  section 
allowing  persons  to  be  naiuralized,  by  adding  the 
following  proviso : 

**  Provided,  That  no  alien  enemy  shall  be  admitted 
to  the  rights  of  dtisenship,  who  shall  not  within  six 
months  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  make  sneh  appli- 
cation fand  declaration  of  his  intention,  as  is  required 
by  law," 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Sbepfby  moved  an  additional  proviso  to 
the  bill,  going  to  prevent  all  those  from  availing 
themselves  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  who  have 
resided  five  years  in  this  country,  and  have  not 
declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens. 

This  motipn  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

EXPORTATION  OF  MUNmONS  OF  WAR. 
A  motion  was  made  bjr  Mr.  O.  Hall,  that  the 
House  do  reconsider  their  vote  of  yesterday  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation 


of  naval  and  military  stotes,  arms,  and  the  maoi- 
tions  of  war.  and  provisions  to  Catiada,  and  cer- 
tain other  British  Provinces/ and  for  other  par- 
poses:  and  tjie  question  thereon  b^ing  taken, ii 
passed  in  the  amrmative — yeas  53,  oays  38,  as 
follows :  • 


Yxis — William  Anderson*  Stevenson  Archer,  Exe- 
kiel  Bacon,  Daniel  Avery,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam 
Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  John  C.  Calhottii,  Jtmn 
Cochran,  Jfohn  CJeptoa,  Richard  Cutts.  John  Dafnoa, 
Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomu 
Gholson/FeUx  Gjondy,  BolUag^  HaU,  Obed  HaUJobn 

A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawos,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joieph 
Kent,  WiUiam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Littk, 
Aaron  lorle,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKia, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Monov, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New*  Thomas  Newton,  8t^ 
phep  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens.  William  Piper,  Jama 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  John  Sevier,  Adam  8ej- 
hot,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  William 
Strong,  George  M.  Troup,  Char los  Turner,  jr^  Robot 
Whitebill,  pnd  WillUm  Widgery. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adia 
Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Butler,  Epa^ 
dHus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  William  Crawford,  John  Daven- 

S»rt,  jun.,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Goldsboroagh,  Gdvia 
ray,  Isaiah  L.  Ctreen,  Jacob  Hufty,  Lyman  Ltw, 
Jose^  Lewie,  jun.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  Ke< 
Bryde,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joepli 
Pearson,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  M 
Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodmis 
Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Staait,  Levi 

B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart»  I'iem  Van  CortJandt,jr. 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  WiUiinu 
and  Robert  Wright. 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  Gsunot,  the  bill  was  ibei 
recommitted  (o  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ic 
day. 

MARITIME  DEFENCE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CbbveSj  the  House  resolre 
itself  into  a  Commitiee  oi  the  Whole,  on  the  bi 
making  further  appropriatioos  for  the  defences 
the  maritime  frontier  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cbbvbs  read  a  report  from  the  Navy  D 
partroent,  on  which  the  Naval  Committee  hi 
predicated  certaia  proposed  amendments,  wbi< 
they  had  directed  him  to  move  to  this  bill,  l 
then  moved  sundry  amendmettts  making  furth 
appropriations  for  the  refitting  vessels,  dc^  i 
repair  of  vessels  damaged  in  action,  for  purchi 
ing  and  fitting  out  v.esaela  which  may  be  captor 
from  the  enemy,  dbc. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  amei 
meats  to  the  House. 

Mr.  D.  K.  WiLLtABis  opposed  ih«  bill,  becai 
he  believed  the  Treasury  wae  not  competent 
the  demands  they  were  about  tamake  on  it  j  i 
because,  if  it  were  in  the  Treasarr,  it  could 
be  expended.  He  adverted  also  to  the  uncertaii 
of  all  estimates  from  the  Navy  Department. 

Mr.  Cbbve0  replied,  that  whilst  he  must  ar 
he  had  not  great  con&dence  in  the  estimates 
the  service  of  the  Navy,  and  was  of  opinion  i 
a  system  of  greater  economy  might  be  in  trod  u 
into  the  management  of  that  establishment; 
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wts  f  et  of  opinion  tbat  the  appropriations  oaght 
to  be  made,  becaase  nothiog  eoald  be  more 
gntiog  to  the  feelings  of  thii  people,  or  more  in- 
jurioas  to  the  nation,  at  this  moment,  than  to  see 
oar  naral  force  dismantled  in  our  ports  for  want 
oftbe  necessary  appropriation,  when  tkeyoaght 
to  be  engaged  in  active  service  abroad.  The  re- 
sources of  the  Treasory:,  he  believed,  wonld  be 
adequate  to  meet  the  proposed  appropriations. 

The  first  amendment  was  then  agreed  to,  and, 
after  some  intervening  remarks,  the  amendments 
moved  were -severally  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  on  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RiinnLY.  the  doors  of  the 
Hoose  were  closed,  and  so  remained  till  aboal  4 
o'clock,  when  they  were  opened,  and  the  House 
adjourned* 


TB0R8DAT,July  2. 

Mr.  Bacon,  fVom  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  additional  appro- 

J)riations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Estab- 
ishment,  and  for  the  Indian  Department,  for  the 
year  1812;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  tjie  Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  Wright  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  presented  «  bill  supplementar^T  ^  the  actj 
entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  accept  and  organize  certain  vol- 
unteer military  corps  ;**  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbevcb, 

Badvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what^  means  of 
retreDchment  and  economy  of  reform  in  the  gen- 
eral management  and  of  extension  and  eflSciency 
in  the  Naval  Establishment,  mty  be  practicable 
and  expedient,  and  that  they  have  po#er  to  act  in 
the  recess,  and  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress ;  but  no  compensation  shall  be  allowed 
to  the  said  committee  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  Cbbvbb,  Mr.  CtciKcr,  Mr.  Milnor,  Mr, 
Rbbd,  Mr.  WiooEBY,  Mr.  Seybbrt.  Mr.  Harpeb, 
Mr.  Willi  A  Ma;  Mr.  MAooif,  Mr.  Blbbckbr,  Mr. 
NswroB,  Mr.  Mosblbt,  and  Mr.  Little,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Gritndt, 

RemAv^d^  That  a  committee  be  vppointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  making  additional  compensation 
to  the  officers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in 
consideration  of  the  unusual  length  of  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress,  and  the  mnlti plied  and 
ardaons  duties  performed  by  them. 

Mr.  GaniiDr.  Mr.  Turner,  and  Mr.  Cbawfobo, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qbundt, 

Renlvedj  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  disoharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  naval  and  military 
stores,  arms,  and  the  munitions  of  war,  and  pro- 
visions, to  Canada,  and  certain  other  British  Prov- 
inces, and  for  other  purposes. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  further  appropria- 


tions for  the  defence  of  the  maritime  frontier  of  the 
United  States  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary. to  the  act, 
ei^titled  '*  An  act  respecting  alien  enemies,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts 
heretofore-  passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed.. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  additional  appro- 

fviations  lor  the  support  of  the  Military  Bstab- 
ishment,  and  for  the  Indian  Department,  for  the 
year  1812.  The  bill  was  reported  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  ooaeuried  in  by  the  Honse, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  naval  and  military 
stores,  arms,  ana  the  munitions  of  war,  and  pro* 
visions,  to  Canada  and  certain  other  British  Prov-  . 
inees;  and  the  same  beio^  amended  at  the  Clerks 
table,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  RicHABnaoM 
that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  and 
the  question  tjiereoq  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative,  and  the  t>ili  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  '*  to  ad- 
mit the  entry  of  vessels  of  the  United  States  on 
certain  conditions.^'  The  bill  was  reported  with- 
out ameudment,  and  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
time  to-day.  The  bill  was  read  the  third  tioie 
accordingly,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  additional  appropn- 
ations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment, and  for  the  Indian  Department,  for  the  year 
1812.  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tne  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qeo.  Lyon. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House;  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third- 
time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  ^'concerning  invalid  pensioners."  The 
Btnendments  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhba,  the  Committee  on  Bdil* 
itary  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquiie  into  the 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  prisoners  of  war,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

The 'House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  accept  and  organize  certain  vol- 
unteer military  corps."  The  bill  was  reported  with 
amendments,'  which  were  concurred  in  br  the 
House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  lime  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
naval  and  military  stores,  arms^and  the  muni- 
tions of  Wer,  and  provisions,  to  Canada,  and  cer- 
Iuin  other  British  provinces,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  read  the.  third  time,  and  passed. 
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COLLECTOR'S  BOND. 

Mr.  Wrioht,  from  the  comiDittee  to  Whom 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  Solomon  Frazier 
and  Mary  Eccle^ton,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  oo  the  uble :  When  Mr.  Wriobt 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Frazier, 
and  the  representatives  of  Chas.  Bcclestop ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Ct)mmittee 
of  (he  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

That  the  said  Bolomon  Frazier,  together  with  a  cer- 
tain Charles  Ecdeston,  (since  deceased)  and  wliom  the 
•aid  Mary  doth  represent,  on  or  about  the  eighteenth 
day  of  May,  aeventeen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  became 
bound  to  the  United  States,  with  a  certain  Jamee  Fim- 
aier,  and  as  his  security,  in  the  penalty  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  with  condition  that  said  James  Frazier  should 
well  and  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  coUecior 
of  the  port  of  Vienna,  in  Maryland ;  that  the  sahl 
James  Frazier  continued  in  that  office  till  April,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  five,  when  he  resigned  the  same, 
having,  in  the  year  1804,  sustained  a  heavy  loss  by  the 
burning  of  his  dwelling  house,  with  most  of  hU  furni- 
ture, in  the  night  time.  That,  afterwards,  to  wit,  in 
eighteen  hundred  and  five,  writs  were  issued  on  said 
bond  against  said  Solomon  Frazier,  Charles  Eccleston, 
and  James  Frazier,  that  Solomon  Frazier  was  taken,  re- 
turnable to  March  term,  eighteen  hundred  and  five ; 
Charles  Eccleston  died  before  tbe  return  of  the  writ 
against  him ;  that  James  Frazier  was  not  taken  (ill  Sep- 
.  tember,  eighteen  hundred  and  seven;  that  judgment  was 
recovered  against  Solomon  Frazier,  in  eighteen  hundf«d 
and  six,  for  the  penalty  of  the  bond,  to  wit,  two  thou- 
sand* dollars;  that,  at  September  term,  eighteen  hun- 
dred ftn4  eight,  judgment  was  recovered  against  James 
Frazier,  on  said  bond,  fi>r  two  thousand  dollars,  the  pen* 
alty,  and  nineteen  hundred  and  twenty-iour  dollars,  and 
*^ighty-siz  cents  damagea  or  costs,  (which  said  judg- 
ment, as  to  the  damages,  your  committee  think  errone- 
ous.) That  a  ca.  sa.  was  issued  on  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  Jane,  1810,  against  James  Frazier,  returnable  to 
September  term,  1810;  that  the  same  James  Frazier 
was  taken,  and  in  the  custody  of  the  keeper  of  die 
debtor's  apartment.  That,  afterwards,  on  the  third 
day  of  July,  1810,  by  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  by  an  instrument  of  writing  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  said  Secretary,  the  said  James  Fratier 
was  dischsrged  from  jail,  as  an  insolvent  debtor,  on 
his,  the  said  Jamea  Fraxier's,  making  an  assignment  of 
all  his  estate,  real,  personal,  and  mixed,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  then  District  Attorney ;  which  said  die- 
cbaige  was  onauthoriaed  by  statute.  Your  committoe, 
in  order,  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  gaoda,  chatties, 
and  credits,  aaaigned  by  aaid  Jauea  Frazier,  as'  sfore- 
said  directed,  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lor  information  on  that  snl^ect,  which  he  promised  to 
fumifb  as  soon  aa  it  could  be  obtained,  but  which  we 
have  not  yet  received.  Your  committee,  by  a  number 
of  depositions,  have  become  satisfied,  thst,  about  the 
■iime  of  the  judgment  aforesaid,  against  said  James  Fra- 
zier, he  had  property  sufiScient  to  pay  the  same.  Your 
committee  are  of  opinion  the  SecretaTy  of  the  Treasury 
had  no  power  to  discharge  the  said  James  Frazier. 
under  the  law  by  which  he  was  discharged.  They  are 
of  opinion,  also,  that,  at  common  law,  by  which  alone 
he  could  have  been  discharged,  the  discharge  of  the 
principal  operates  a  discharge  of  the  securities.  Tour 
committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that,  as  Jamea 
Fraaier  had,  at  the  tfaae  of  tba  jadgment>  sulBofont  a»> 


seta  to  pay  the  penalty  of  the  bond ;  aa  ha  was  dis- 
charged under  a  statute  that  gave  no  authority  to  dis- 
charge him ;  that  as,  at  common  law,  the  disdiaige 
from  cuatody  of  the  principal  is  a  virtual  4lischarge  of 
the  securities ;  that,  therefore,  the  said  Solomon  Fra- 
zier and  Mary  Eccleston  ought  to  be  discharged  from 
said  debt,  for  which  purpoae  they  have  directed  me  to 
report  a  bilL 


Fridat  July  3. 

Mr.  GeoLsoiv  presented  a  petition  of  Lieuteo- 
ant  Colonel  Z.  M.  Pike,  pcayiog  compeosation 
for  services  rendered  in  exploring  tbe  interior 
parta  of  North  Aaierica.^Ordered  to  lie  oo  the 
ts^ble. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  from  tbe  Coin  mil  tee  on  Military 
Affairs,  presented  a  bill  for  the  safe-keeping  and 
accommodation  of  prisoners  of  war;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  day. 

The  SpbakKR  laid  biefore  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  he 
had  caused  the  in  vent  ion  of  Mr.  John  Dickey  to 
be  tried  at  the  navy  yard,  and  that  U  had  been 
found  to  answer  no  good  purpose  whatever. — Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.MeKna  moved  the  following  reaolntion: 

Beioivedt  That  the  Committee  of  W^a  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  imposing  n  tax  on  ail  spir- 
ituous liquora  diaiilled  in  the  United  Staten,  at  difierent 
rates,  according^  to  the  degree  of  prooia  thereof,  to  aver- 
age not  more  than  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  the  House  re- 
fused to  consider  it— 35  to  40. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate.  ^  reirpect- 
ing  the  pay  of  the  Array  of  the  United  States." 
The  bill  iraa  reported  with  an  amendment ;  which 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to  day.  The  bill 
was  accordingly  read,  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Aa  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Lyon 
was  read  ,the  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act 
**  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
eleven  milliooa  of  dollara,'*  The  bill  was  report- 
ed without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engros- 
ed,  and  read  the  thir-d  time  to»day. 

The  House  rewitred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bUl  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of,  the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain bills  drawn  by  John  Armstrong,  late  Mioiater 
of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France,  upon 
tbe  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  The  bill  was 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

An  engrossed  billsupplementary  to  an  act  aa- 
tboriziog  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven 
roillfoDs  of  dollars  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ol 
the  Whole,  on  the  hilL  making  further  provision 
for  tbe  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposest    The  bill  vas  reported  with  amend 
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meats;  which  were  coDcorred  in  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  tuird  time  to-diy. 

The  House  was  cleared  of  all  persons,  except 
the  members,  dbc,  and  the  doors  were  closed;  and, 
having  remaioedf  so  for  some  time,  they  were 
again  opened. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  autbortze  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  pay^ment  of  certain 
bills  drawn  by  John  Armstrong,  la le  Minister  of 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France,  upon 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  safe-keepinff  and 
accommodation  of  prisoners  of  war.  The  bill  was 
reported  with  an  amendment;  which  was  concur- 
red in  by.  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  tne  third  time  to-day. 

FIRST  MERIDIAN* 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  tetter 
from  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  covering  his  report 
•on  the  memorial  of  William  Lambert,  with  sun- 
dry napers  and  astronomical  calculations  relating 
to  the  establishmenc  of  a  first  meridian  for  the 
United  States,  referred  to  him  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress.     The  report  is  as  Asllows : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred,  dnr- 
ing  the  last  seaaion  of  Congress,  the  memorial  of  WU- 
liam  Lamberty  with  sundry  papers  and  astronomical 
caicoiahom  relating  to  the  establishment  of  a  first  me- 
ridian ibr  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the.  perma- 
nent seat  of  tfieir  Government,  which  accompanied  the 
same,  has  examined  the  said  memorial  and  papers,  and 
thereupon  respectfnily  reports : 

That  it  is  with  diffidence  ho  undertakes  to  give  an- 
opininn  on  any  part  of  the  subject  submitted  to  him ; 
and  that  he  does  it  only  from  a  sense  of  duty,  in  con- 
formity with  the  reference  of  the  House  of  Kepresent- 
atives. 

That  iStke  principal  object  of  the  submission  of  ihe 
papers  to  the  Department  of  State  seems  to  have  been 
to  obtain  from  it  a  report  as  to  the  policy,  in  a-^ational 
point  of  view^  o£  establishing  a  first  meridian  in  tt^ 
baited  States,  at  the  seat  of  their  Government,  and 
not  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  observations  and  calcula- 
tions already  made  respecting  such  a  meridian.  To 
do  joatioe  to  the  latter  or  scientific  part  of  the  subject, 
woold  require  a  profound  knowledge  of  astronomy  and , 
mathematics  in  the  higher  branches,  to  which  the  Sec- 
retary doea*  not  pretend.  The  House  will  be  aware, 
tist  a  knowledge  so  comprehensive  cannot  be  acquired 
without  much  labor,  in  a  long  course  of  study,  unin- 
tmupted  by  other  duties.  These  advantages  the  Sec* 
letsiy  has  not  enjoyed.  Had,  however,  his  psst  sta- 
dias qualified  him  for  this  part  of  the  subject*  his  doties 
siace  he  came  into  this  Department  have  rendered  it 
impossible  fbr  him  to  bestow  that  attention  on  it,  whichy 
under  any  circuntstances,  would  have  been  necessary. 

.  In  examining  the  papers  submitted,  it  appears  that 
the  subject  has  already  engaged  the  attention  of  a  select 
committee  of  Congress,  to  whom  they  were  originally 
referred,  and  who  have,  in  a  learned  report,  bearing 
date  on  the  38th  March,  1^10,  unequivocally  expressed 
t])eir  opinion  in  favor  of  the  proposed  measure,  in  the 
fi>Uowing  tevms :  "  That,  situated  as  we  are  in  the  West- 
*  em  hemisphere,  more  than  three,  thousand  miles  die- , 


*  tant  horn  any  fixed  or  known  meridian,  it  would  be 

<  proper,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  to  est^lish  a  first 
'  meridian  for  ourselves ;  and  that  measures  should  be 

<  taken  for  the  eventual  establishment  of  such  a  me- 

*  ridian  in  the  United  States  ;'*  and  also  **  that  no  place. 
'  perhaps,  is  more  proper  than  the  seat  of  Government.'^ 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  no  hesitation  to  declare 
hia  accord  with  the  committee,  in  their  opinion  in  favor 
of  the  establishment  of  a  first  meridian  for  the  United 
Sutes,  and  that  it  should  be  at  the  City  of  Washkg- 
ton,  the  seat  of  their  Government. 

The  advantage  of  a  first  meridian  is  known*  even  to 
those  who  know  least  of  the  science  on  which  it  de- 
pends*  To  doubt  it,  would  be  to  doubt  the  advantage 
of  longitude,  which  regulates  every  movement  on  the 
ocean,  and  the  divisions  and  subdivisions — ^in  siiort,  the 
correct  admeasurement — Qf  every  part  of  our  globe. 
AU  nations  have  agreed  in  th^  propriety  of  establish-  . 
ing  a  first  meridian.  ^  Every  mariner  at  sea,  from  the 
time  he  leaves  port,  begins  to  calcalate  his  distance  by 
reference  to  some  fixed  meridian ;  and  every  astronom- 
ical observer  on  land,  in  making  his  calculation,  obeys 
the  same  rule. 

Scientific  men  agree  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  * 
to  science  if  all  nations  would  adopt  the  same  first  me-  , 
ridian ;  and  before  the  discovery  of  the  New  World, 
thii  was  the  case.  It  appears  that  the  ancient  geogra- 
phers hsd  adopted  for  their  first  meridian  a  line  pass- 
mg  through  the  most  distant  of  the  Fortunate  or  Ca- 
nary islands,  because  it  was  the  most  western  land  * 
then  known.  It  appears,  also,  that  the  changes  whieh 
the  ancients  made  in  their  first  meridian,  (of  which 
there  were  several,)  were  made  in  consequence  of  the 
disqpvery  of  the  neighboring,  islands,  which  were  still 
more  to  the  westward,  and  on  the  principle  of  passing 
it  through  the  most  western  point  with  which  they  were 
acquainted.  B  ut,  after  the  discovery  of  America,  which 
baniihed  the  idea  of  the  most  western  limit,  that  of  a 
general  meridian  gradually  lost  ground,  and  latterly  it 
has  brten  completely  abandoned.  The  great  mariume 
and  commerciai  nation^  of  Europe  have,  Respectively, 
estabUshed  first  meridians  of  their  own — England  her's, 
at  Greenwich;  France  her's,  at  the  Observatory  at 
Paris ;  and  several  other  nations,  at  some  fixed  point 
within  their  respective  limits.  Since  the  period  alluded 
to,  the  establishment  of  a  first  meridian  for  themselves 
has  become  by  the  usage  of  nations  an  appendage,  if 
not  an  attribute,  of  sovereignty. 

The  United  States  have  considered  the  regulation  of 
their  coin,  and  of  their  weights  and  measures,  attributea 
of  sovereignty^  The  first  has  been  regulated  by.  law, 
and  the  second  has  occasionally  engaged  their  atten- 
tion. The  estabhshment  of  a  first  meridian  appears,  in 
alike  view,  to  be  not  leas  deserving  of  it;  at  least,  until 
by  common  consent,  same  particiyar  meridian  shsnid 
be  made  a  standard. 

In  admitting  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  first  m** 
ridian  within  the  United  States,  it  foltows  that  it  ought' 
to  be  done  ^th  the  greatest  mathematical  precision. 
It  is  kno#n,  that  the  best  mode  yet  discovered  for  estab- 
lishing the  meridian  of  a  place,  is  by  observations  made 
on  the  heavenly  bodies ;  and  that,  to  produce  the  gveat- 
est  accuraey  in  the  result,  sUch  olMervations  should  Im 
often  repeated,  at  suitable  opportunities,  throagh  a 
series  of  years,  by.  m^ans  of  the  best  instruments.  For 
thii  purpose,  an  Observatory  would  be  of  essential  util- 
ity. It  is  only  in  such  an  institution,  to  be  founded 
by  the  public,  that  all  the'  necessary  implements  are 
likelly  to  be  collected  together ;  thai  systematic  ob^r- 
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▼ations  can  be  made  for  any  great  length  of  time ;  and 
that  the  public  can  be  made  secure  of  the  result  of  the 
labors  of  scientific  men.  In  favor  of  such  ah  institu- 
tion, it  is  sufficient  to  remark,  that  every  nation  which 
has  established  a  first  meridian  within  its  own  limits, 
has  established  also  an  Observatory.  We  know  that 
there  is  one  at  London,  at  Paris,  at  Cadiz,  and  elsewhere. 
With  respect  to  the  accuracy  of  the  observations  and 
calculations  referred  to  this  Department,  the  Secretaiy 
of  9tate  is  too  conscious  of  the  incompetency  of  his 
knowledge  to  venture  to  g^ve  an  opinion*  He  is  satis- 
fied, from  that  cause,  that  the  most  favorable  one  would 
be  of  no  advantage  to  the  memorialist.  The  commit- 
tee have  home  testimony  in  fiivor  of  his  industry  and 
tdenti.  The  Secretary  of  State  takes  the  liberty  to 
remark  only  that  Hir*  Lambert,  in  bestowing  mud& 
attention  on  the  sulgecty  (as  he  undoubtedly  has  done,) 
and' in  submitting  it  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
has  given  a  proof  of  his  patriotism. 

JAMES  MONHOE. 

The  repohwas  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

GOVERNMENT  STOCKS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscription 
for  the  old  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,  and 
providing  for  an  exchange  of  the  9ame.  The 
Committee  rose^  and  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment.. 

^  A  motion  was.  then  made  by  Mr.  RAjcnoLPg, 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  (he  first 
cection  y  and  the  question  thereon  beiniBr  taken,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  28,  nays  ^, 
as  follows: 

TsAS^-'John  Baker,  'Abijah  Bigelow,  Hoirmanas 
Bfeecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Epaphro- 
ditua  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Thomas  *B.  Cooke,  Asa  Fitch,  Cfiarles  Ooldsborough, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam  Lowndes^  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Joseph  Pearson,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Daniel  Sheffey,  Jc^n  Smith,  Richard  Suriford,  Philip 
Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  jun.^  and  Laban  Wheaton. 

Nays — ^William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eie- 
kiel  Bacon,  Wiltiakn  W.  Bibb,  William  Bladiledge, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Francis  .Carr,  John 
Clppton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Richard 
Cntts,  John  Baweon,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Tbo^ 
mas  Gbolson,  Peterson  Goodv^n,  baiah  L.  Oreen, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 
per, Jacob  Hn%,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Jeeeph  Kent, 
Abner  Lacock,  Joe.  Lefever,  Peter  Little^  Aaron  Lyle, 
William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Morgan, 
Anthony  New,  Stefan  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Wil- 
liam Piper,  James  PleSsants,  jun.,  William  M.  Rich- 
ardson, John  Rhea,  John  Roanoi  Jonathan  Roberts, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Sam.  Shaw,  John  Smilie, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jr..  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, William  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright. 

A  motion  was  then<made  by  Mr.  Ranoolph  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  the  following  proviso 
to  the  end  thereoi: 

^ 

And  frovided,  alsOt  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  impair  the  obligation  by 
which  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  pre- 


vious to  the  passage  of  this  act,  stood  bound  to  apply 
the  sum  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  aunaally,  to  the 
payment  of  the  interest  and  reimbursement,  and  pur- 
chase of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  wai  • 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  33.  nays  49,  as 
follows : 

YxAS'— Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigdow,. 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckeuidge, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martia 
Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Asa  Fitch,  Meifaack 
Franklin.  Ohas.  Goldsborovgh,  Aylett  Hawes,  Joaepb 
Kent,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Iiewis,  junior,  William 
Lowndes,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thoma» 
Newton,  JoMph  Pearson,  John  Randolph,  WiiUam  M. 
Richardeon,  Thos.  Sammons,  Daniel  CSieffey,  John 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford;  Phifip  Stuart,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr^ 
and  Laban  Wheaton. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  8tevenson  Archer,  Wil* 
liam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  John  ClopUm, 
Lewitf  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutti,  Jo- 
seph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William^  Findley,  Jis. 
Fiik,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Iiuah  L 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,. Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hu(i^,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Abner 
Lacock,  Aaron  Lyle,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim, Jas.  Morgan,  Anthony  New,  Stephen  Ormibj, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James- Pleasants,  j^ 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathair 
Roberts,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliafetrp,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  >,  Robert  WhitehUl,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, William  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to.  be  engrossed,  and 
read  th^r  third  time  to-4ay. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

An  engrossed,  bill,  supplementary  to  ,"Ao  act 
authorizing  the  JPresident  of  the  United  States  to 
aceept  and  organize  certnin  rolnnteer  military 
corps,"  was. reieui  the  third  lime;  and,OQ  theques- 
tion  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  ia 
the  affirmative — feas  57,  nays  29,  as  fallows: 

YxAS — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Arefaer,  Bie* 
kiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledgs, 
Robert  Brown,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Ltng- 
don  Cheves,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Cravrford,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Samiiel  Dinsmoor,  Eli«* 
Earlc!,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshaek  Frtnk- 
lin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodvvyn,  Felix  Gran* 
dy.  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Kent,  Williant 
'SL  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Wm.  Lowndei, 
Aaron  Lyle,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  8t«- 
phmi  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James 
Pleasants,  jr.,  WiUiam  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ring- 
gold, John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  ^oberU.  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup, 
CharlesTurner,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  Wm.  Widgery, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— John  Baker,  AMjah  Blgelow,  Harmsnas 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  WilUiffl 
Butler,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Clopton,  Thornas  B.  Cooke,  Joseph  Desha,  A<s 
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Fiteh,  Clwk  GoldibontQgh,  Isaiah .  L.  Graen,  Jacob 
Haftj>  Ljoiaii  Law,  Joseph  Lawis,  jao.,  Jamaa  BAoc* 
gu,  Jooathan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  John  Ran- 
dolph, Thomas  Sammons,  paniel  Shefley,  Richard 
8tajiford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stuxges,  Pierre  Van 
'CortlandC,  jan^  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Da^id  R.  Wil- 
litiDf. 

GOVERNMENT  STOCKS. 

•  .  t 

Ad  eD||;ro89ed  bill  aatboriziDga  sabscription  for 
the  old  six  perceataDddererred  stocks,  and  provid- 
ing for  SB  exchange  of  the  same,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and,  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass, 
it  was  resolved  ia  the  affirmative — yeaft58,,nays 
36,  as  follows : 

TiAi— William  Anderson,  Stavenaop^Arcber,  Esa* 
kiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Bkckladga, 
Jtobot  Brown,  Wm.  Batlar,  Francis  Carr,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Iiewis  Condicty  William  Cxawibrd,  Richacd  Cutta, 
JoMph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  Wil- 
liam Fifldley,  James  Fisk,  Meahack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  Lw  Green*  Felix 
Grandy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman*  Joseph  Kent,  Abner 
Laeock»  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
William  MeCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Morgan, 
Hogh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thos.  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormriiy,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleas- 
anto,  jan^  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jooathan  Roberts,  John  Sevier,  Adam  deybert,  Sam- 
Qel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  William  Strong,  John  Talia- 
temv  Geoige  M.  Troup,  Charlea  Turner,  junioi',  Rob- 
ert WhilehiU,  David  R.  WiUiams,  WilHam  Widgery, 
aad  Sobart  Wright. 

NiTs-John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  ^armanua 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Langdon 
Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden^  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John 
Dawaoo,  Asa  Fiich,  Charles  Goldsboroughi  Aylett 
Hawes,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  William  Lowndea,  Jonap 
than  0.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  John  Randolph, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Daniel  ShefTey,  John  Smith*  Rich- 
ard Sunford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewia  B.  Storges,  Sam- 
uel Taggarty  Pierre  Van  Corthmdt,  jun.,  and  Laban 
Wbeiton. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STTATES. 

Aq  engrossed  bill  making  ftirther  provision  for 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
par  poses,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  the 
question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  determined 
ID  the  negative — yeaa  36,  nays  43,  as  follows: 

TiAs— WUliam  Anderson,  William  W.  Bibb,  WU- 
him  Blackledge,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Franeia  Carr, 
Levis  Condict,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson, -Samuel 
IKnaoioor,  Eliaa  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
Thomas  Gholaon,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boll- 
iag  Hall,  John  A.  Haqiejr,  J<^  M.  Hyneman,  Abner 
Laeock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  William  McCoy, 
Alexander  McKim,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
iames  Pleasants,  jun^  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Adam  Seybert,  Wil- 
liam Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Kohert  Whitehill,  and  Robert  Wright 

NiTs — Ezakiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Bige- 
low, Harmanos  Bleecker,  Jamea  Breckenridge,  WM- 
^  Butler,  Langdon.  Chevaa, / Martin  Chittenden,' 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke, 
WilliaoD  Crawford,  Asa  ritch^  Meahack  Franklin, 
Cbaiies  Goldabomugb,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Obed  Hall, 


Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Jooeph  Kent,  Wm.  B* 
K»g,  Lyman  Law,  Jooeph  Lefever,  Joseph  Levria^ 
jun.,  William  Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Jame*  Mor«. 
gaa»  Jonathan  0..  Moaeley,  Joseph  Pearson,  lamal 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  John  Randolph,  Wilham  M^ 
Richardson,  Thomaa  Sammons,  Samuel  Shaw,  Danieh 
Shefiey,  Ridiard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart.  Lewia  B. 
Starges,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheatoa^ 
David  R.  Williams^  and  WiUiam  Widgery, 

The  House  then  adjourned  utati4  to-morrow 
half  pAat  one  o'clock,  P.  M.         • 


Saturday,  July  4, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoasa 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  followinfl^  hills: 

^^  An  act  to  compensate,  for  his  services,  the 
President  pro  temport  of  the  Senate,  acting  aa 
such  whea  the  office  of  Vice  President  of  th« 
United  States  shall  be  vacant,"  with  amendments ; 
*' Anact  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'Aa 
act  respecting  alien  enemies,"  with  amendmeirta; 
in  which  they  desire  the  coftcurrence  of  tbia 
Hoiise. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  sap* 
plemeiitary  to  jihe  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  respecting 
ilien  enemies,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  to 
eopapensata  for  bis  services  tbe  President  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate,  acting  as  such  when  the 
office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  he  vacant,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  bf 
the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  safekeeping  and  ac- 
commodation of  prisoners  of  war  was  read  tha 
third  time,  and  passed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Archer  that  when 
the  House  adjourn,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  agaia 
at  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning ;  and  the  que»* 
tion  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  determined  ia 
the  negative^ye&s  36,  nays  44. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

A  motion  was  made  hy  Mr.  M.  Clat,  that  tha 
Hotise  do  reconsider  their  vote  of  yesterday,  on 
the  passage  of  the  engrossed  bill,  making  further 
provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  and  tbe  question  thereon  bo* 
iog  taken,  it  nassed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  4S^ 
nays  35,  as  follows : 

YxAS — William  Anderson,  Stevenaon  Archer,  Wil- 
Uam  W.  Bibb,  WUliam  Blaekledge,  Robert  Bn^wiH 
Francis  Carr,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Lewia 
Condict,  John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Easle^ 
James  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  HaU,  John  A^ 
Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyla^ 
William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Morgan, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  8t^ 
phen  Ormsly,  William  Piper,  Jamea  Pleasants,  jmi«, 
William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  RhfM, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Smilie,  William  Strong,  John  Tehafeno,  Chaa.  Tax»> 
er,  jr.,  and  Robert  Wright* 

Nays — ^Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abgah  Btga* 
low,  Harmanns  Bleecker,  William  Butler,  Epaphrod^ 
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tts  OfafttapiMi,  Ltngdon  Chcvw,  Martin  Chkteiiden, 
Wittiam  Crawford,  Joseph  Deaha,  Aea  Fitch,  Meihack 
Ffaakltn,  Obed  Halir  Aylett  Hawes^  Jacob  Hufty, 
Joaaph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Joaeph 
Lafarer,  William  Lowndaa,  Nathiiniel  Maoon,  Jona- 
than O.  Moaaley,  Joiwph  Pearcon^  larael  Pickansr  John 
Randolph,  Thomaa  Sammona,  Samuel  8haw,  Daniel 
8h0fley,  John  Smith,  Ricbaid  Stanford,  Philip  Stoait, 
Le^is  B.  Sturgea,  Laban  Whaaton,  Robert  White* 
luU,  «hd  William  Widgery.. 

Tbebill  was  then  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  House  then  resoUed  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whoie  on  the  said  bill.  The  bill  was  re- 
ported with  amendments;  which  were  coocarrcd 
ID  by  the  House;  and  the  question  was  then  taken 
that  the  bill  he  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time ; 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  47^  nays  30, 
aa  follows :  ■ 

Ykas — William  Anderson,  Stephen  Archer,  Wil- 
Mam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown, 
Francis  Carr,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Lewis 
Condict,  John  Dawaon,  Joseph  Desha,  Sarnnel  Dins- 
moor,  Eiiaa  Earle,  James  Fiik,.  Thomas  Gholson, 
Pateraon  Goodwyn,  laaiah  L.  Green*  F^ix  Gnindy, 
BoUing  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M. 
Hynema&f  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyie,  William  McCoy, 
Alexander  McKim,  James  Morgan,  Hugh  Nelaon,  An- 
thony New,  ThomsB  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Is- 
rael PidLens^  WiUiam  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  junior^ 
William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea, 
Jo^n  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Smilie,  William  Strong,  John  Taliafonro,  Charles 
Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Widgery,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanua 
toleeCkor,  Adam  Boyd.  William  Builer,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Langdon  dhoTes,  Martin  Chittenden,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Aylett 
Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun-, 
William  Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Jonathan  O. 
Moaeley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Jolin  Randolph,  Thomas 
Slammons,  Daniel  Shefiey*  John  Smith»  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  and'  Laban 
Wheaton. 

Orderedj  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-day. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time; 
and  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was 
fesolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  49,  nays  29,  as 
follows : 

•  Tkas — WiUiam  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Wii- 
Ham  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Rob^ert  Brown, 
Frmncis  Carr,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Lewis 
Condict,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dins- 
moor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Tho- 
«iaa  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Gftindy,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  HaH,  John  A. Har- 
per, John  M.  Hyneman,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little, 
•Aaron  Lyle,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim, 
iamea  Morgan,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thom- 
«a  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Wil- 
liam Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  William  M.  Rich- 
«rdaon,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilia,  Wil- 
liam Strong,  John  TaKaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Chaa. 
Turner,  junior,  William  Widgeiy,  and  Robert  Wright. 


Nats— Eceki|d  Baicon,  Johu  Baker,  Ahnaii  Bige- 
low, Harmanua  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  WUuam  But- 
ler, Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  William 
Crawford,  Asa  Fitch,  Meahack  Franklin,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewir,  jun,,  William  Lowndea,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  John 
Randolph,  Thomas  Samraona,  Daniel  8he0ey,  John 
Smith,  Richard  Sunford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  and  Laban  Wheaton. 


MoHOAT,  July  6. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill ''sup- 
plementary to  an  aot,  entitled  *An  act  authorizing 
the'Presideiit  of  the  United  States  to  accept  and 
organise  certain  volunteer  ailitanry  corps,"  with 
amendments;  in  which  they  desire  the  coocnr- 
rentje  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  thirteenth  of  November  last,  to  inquire 
whether  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury  since 
the  4lh  of  March,  1801,  have  been  faithfully  ap- 
plied and  regularly  accounted  for,  laid. before  the 
noUse  sundry,  flocumeots  and  statemenia  in  rela- 
tion <  to  the  objects  of  inquiry;  which  were  or- 
dered to.be  referred  to  the  commiuee  appointed 
to  inquire  what  retrenehmeot  and  economy  can 
be  effected  in  the  Navy  Department. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Staltes,  transmitting  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  it  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  this  date,  complying  with  their  resoln- 
tioQ  of  the  thirtieth  of  January  last. — Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

A  ipessage  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  **  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum 
not  exceeding^  eleven  millions  of  dollars,"  with 
amendments ;  "An  act  to  prohibit  American  ves- 
sels from  proceeding  to,  or  trading  With,  the  ene- 
mies of  4be  United  States,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses;," with  amendments;  in  all  which  am«nd- 
n>ents  the  Senate  desire  the  ooncarrence  of  this 
House. 

The  House  was  cleared  of  alt  persons,  and  the 
doors  were  closed,  and  having  remained  so  for 
some  time,  they  were  again  opened. 

The  ameodmenrs  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  to 
prohibit  American  vessels  from  proceeding  to,  or 
trading  with,  the  enemies  of  the  United  States^ 
and  for  other  purposes,"  were  read,  and  coocof  red 
in. 

T>he  amendments  of  the  Semite  to  the  bill  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  authorizing  a  loao  for  a 
sum  not  exceedinjf  eleven  millions  of  dollars, 
were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

The  amendmenta  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
"  supplementarfr  to  an  act  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organ- 
ize certain  volunteer  military  corps,'*  were  read  : 
when  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  (nil  and 
amendments  be  prostponed  indefiaitely ;  and  the 
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qaestion  thereoo  beinsr  takeo,  it  was  detcrmioed 
io  the  oe^tire — yets  21,  nays  58,  as  follows : 

Tm-^ohn  Baker,  Hamsanus  Bleaoker,  Jamas 
Breckenridge,  Wm.  Butler,  Epaphroditas  Champion, 
Martin  ChttCeoden,  Asa  Fitch,  Chariea  Gkridsborough, 
Jaeob  Hdfty,  Lynian  Law,  ios.  Lewis,  jr.,  Nathaniel 
Xieon,  Jooadun  O.  Mosaley,  Joseph  Pearson,  John 
Bandolph,  Damoi  abefiey,  Rtchani  Stanford,  Philip 
Stout,  Lewis  B.  Sturgas,  Piaiye  Tan  Oortiandt,  jr., 
ind  Laban  WheatoD. 

Nati — WiliiaiB  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Use* 
kiel  Bacon.  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge, 
Adam  Boyd,  Francis  Carr,  Langdon  Cheves,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condiet,  William 
Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor^EKas  fiarle, 
Wm.  Pindley,  James  Fi$k,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thom- 
u  Gbolfon,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grandy,  BoUinff  llall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
AylrttHswea,  Joseph  Kent^  William  R.  Kingr.  Abner 
Laeock,  Joseph  Lelever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndea, 
Aaroo  Lyie,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Jas. 
Morgui,Hagh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  ifmr* 
Urn,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickena,  William  Piper, 
James  Pleasants,  junior,  William  M.  Riehardson,  Sam* 
uei  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Joaa^an  Rob- 
erts, John  Serier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
SmUie,  John  iBmith,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro, 
Chat.  Tomer,  jr.,  Robt.  WhitehiU,  and  Robt.  Wright. 

A  moiioo  was  then  made  by  Mr^  RadDOLm 
to  amend  the  amendments  of  the  Seoftte,  by  ad- 
ding thereto  the  following  proviso : 

Provided  further ^  That,  where  any  company,  ba>* 
tslioo,  ffgiment,  brigads,  or  division,  shall  ▼oinateer 
their  serrices  under  this  act,  nothing  in  this  aet  eon« 
tained  ihall  be  construed  to  vacate  the  commisaien  <^ 
the  officers  commanding  such  company,  battalion,  legi- 
ment,  brigade,  or  lUvision,  by  Tirtue  of  authority  from 
the  govemment  of  the  State  to  which  such  company, 
battalion,  regiment,  brigade,  or  ditision,  shall  respect" 
i^el J  belong,  or  to  deprive  such  officers  of  their  re- 
■pcctiTe  commands : 

And  the  qoestioQ  thereon  beimr  taken,  it  wag 
determiaed  in  the  negative— as  foUows: 

TiAf-Johu  Baker,  Jamaa  Breekenridge,  Chadea 
Goldsboroiigh,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Joho  JUodolph,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  PhUip 
otQart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,junior, 
»M  LabMi  Wheaton— 1«. 

NATB—Wflliam  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eae- 
Ittl  Btcon,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  BUckledge, 
Adam  Boyd,  William  Builer,  Francis  Carr,  Langdon 
^ei,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condiet, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Elias 
^arie,  William  Fiadley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
K  Tbomss  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
^,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Halt,  Obed  Hall.  John  A. 
nvptr,  Aylett  HaWes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph  Kent, 
Wiifiui  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefover, 
Pfter  Little,  WUUam  liowndes,  Aaron  LyIe,  Nathan- 
K^liacon,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Jas. 
MoTKui,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
^a,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Wiltiam  Piper, 
Jtmes  Pleasants,  juOm  William  M.  Richardson,  Sam- 
vel  fijaggold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Rob- 
erts, John  Serier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
^mUie,  Joh.n  Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Taliafovro» 
«•  M.  Troop,  Robt.  WhitehiU,  and  Robt.  Wright-^1. 

The  qoestioo  waa  then  uken  lo*  conear  in  the 


aaid  amendments,  and  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  56,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

TsAs-^Wm.  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Exekiel 
Bacon,  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  Wm.  Blaekledge,  Francia  Carr, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Lewie 
Condiet,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dins- 
moor,  EFias  Earie,  William  Findley,  Jamaa  Fiak,  I'hom* 
aa  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Granidy, BoUiqg  Hall,  Obed  Hall,. John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawea,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  LyIe, 
William  Lowndes,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim* James  Morgan,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  ric^Lens, 
William  Piper,  Jamea  Pleasants,  junior,  Williapi  M. 
Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  John  Roane,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seyberti 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  jun.,  and  Robert  WrighW^6«. 

Nats— John  Baker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckeil- 
ridge,  WUUam  Butler,  WUIiam  Crawford,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Chariea  Goldaboroogh,  Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph  Pearson, 
John  Randolph,  DaUiel  SheAy,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea,  Arre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  jun.,  and  Robert  Whitehill— 18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  a  committee  was 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Hoase,  jointly,  with 
aooh  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Preaidont  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed 
adjournment  of  Qongress.  Mr.  Newton,  Mr, 
BaECKENRiDGE,  and  Mr.  Bibb,  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  notifying  tbat  (he  President 
had  approved  and'  signed  all  the  bills  presented 
to  him  this  day,  except  the  bill  "  respectinsr  the 

Say  of  the  Arxaf  of  the  United  States ;"  and  the 
ill  '*  supplementary  to  the  acts  heretofore  passed 
on  the  subject  ofan  uniform  rule  of  naturalization.". 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
ihat  the  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  in- 
form htm  of  the  proposed  fecess  of  Congress ; 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  did,  this 
day,  approve  and  sisn  "Ap  act  respecting  the 
pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States;'' and 
that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the  legisla- 
tive business  before  them,  are  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  of' the  United  States 
and  inform  him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Con- 
gress, reported  that  the  Committee  had  performed 
that  service,  aod  that  the  President  answered, 
that  he  had  no  further  communication  to  makew 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  inform  them  tbat  this  House,  having  com- 
pleted the  business  before  them,  are  now  ready 
to  adjourn,;  and  tbat  the  Clerk  do  go  with  the 
aaid  message. 

The  Clerk  aecordiogly  went  with  the  said 
naessage;  and,  having  returned,  the  Speaker  ad- 
journed the  Hoase  until  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember next* 
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Wedivesday,  April  1, 1812. 

A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his 
Secretarv ;  which  he  delivered  ia  at  the  Speaker's 
table :  Whereupon,  the  House  was  cleared  of  all 
persons  except  the  Members,  Clerk,  Sergeaot-at« 
Arms,  and  Doorkeeper,  and  the  doors  were  closed. 

The  Message  was  then  read  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
and  is  as  follows : 

7b  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Repreeeniktivea  of  the  United  Statee  / 

Considering  it  as  expedient,  nnder  existing  drenm* 
stances  and  prospects,  that  a  general  embargo,  bo  Uid 
on  aU  Vessels  now  in  port,  or  hereafter  arriving,  for  tho 
period  criT  eizty  days^  I  recommend  the  immediate  pas- 
sage of  a  law  to  diat  effect. 

JAMES  MADISdN. 

A»ax&  1»  1812. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Porter,  the  Message  was  refer- 
red to  the  committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  which  relates  to  Foreign  Relations. 

And,  aft^r  a  short  lapse  of  time,  Mr.  Porter, 
from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  above  cited  Message  of 
the  Prestident  of  the  United  States,  presented  a 
bill  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-day. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill;  and, 

Mr.  Boyd  then  moved  to  amen^  it  by  striking 
out  of  the  first  section  sixty  days,  and  insert  one 
hundred  and  twenty  days.  He  said  a  gentleman 
declared  the  measure  to  be  a  precursor  to  war — 
the  time  will  be  much  too  short  for  the  great 
amount  of  American  property  now  abroad  to  re- 
turn ;  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Seybert  viewed  the  subject  as  of  vast  im- 
portance ;  he  considered  that  the  proposjtion  came 
to  the  House  in  a  very  qoestiooable  shape ;  he 
wanted  information,  and  he  called  upon  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations  to  say  whether  it  is 
to  be  considered  as  a  peace  measure  or  a  precur*^ 
sor  to  war  1 

Mr.  Grundy  (one  of  the  committee)  said  he 
was  willing  to  answer  the  very  proper  inquiry  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Seybert) 
that  he  understands  it  as  a  war  measure,  and  it  is 
meant  that  it  shall  lead  directly  to  it ;  that  with 


any  other  view  there  can  be  no  propriety  in  it ;  as 
a  peace  measure,  he  had  no  idea  that  the  President 
would  have  recommended  it,  nor  wuuld  ihe  Com- 
mittee have  agreed  to  ii.  He  hoped  the  gentle- 
man iirom  Pennsylraoia  would  now  be  sausfied. 
and  prenitre  his  mind  to  vote  (qt  it. 

Mr.  McKfiB  ob^ted  to  the  Jast  section,  on  ae- 
coant  of  the  penalties  which  it  proposed,  which 
be  considered, altogether  unimportant,  as  it  is  to 
be  a  precursor  to  war,  it  beiae  merely  precaution- 
ary and  for  a  short  time.  He  made  some  other 
inquiries  respecting  the  section,  and  why  such 
provisions  were  in  it. 

Mr.  Porter  said  the  bill  was  draughted  accord- 
ing to  the  wishes  and  directions  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasitrj^* 

Mr.  Stow  said,  the  subject  before  the  Commit- 
tee ought  to  be  considered  of  wry  ^ reat  import- 
ance. If,  as  some  gentleman  say.  it  is  a  precursor 
to  war,  there  were  some  very  serious  questions  to 
be  asked— ^ What  is  the  situation  of  our  fortresses? 
What  is  the  situation  of  our  country  generally  ? 
He  would  answer^  thejr  are  defenceless,  particu- 
larly the  fbrtifications  in  New  York,  which  are 
unmanned  and  unarmed.  He  said  tnis  fact  ap- 
peared by  a  letter  now  in  possession  of  a  member 
of  the  House,  which  has  very  lately  been  received 
from  Judge  Livingston,  of  New  York.  Mr.  S. 
said,  that  to  try  the  question  whether  we  will  now 
lav  an  embargo,  he  moved  that  the  first  section 
ot'the  bill  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker)  then  warmly  express- 
ed his  satisfaction  and  foil  approbation  of  the 
Message,  and  the  proposition  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee. He  approved  of  it,  because  it  is  to  be 
viewed  as  a  direct  precursor  to  war.  He  did  not 
wish  upon  this  occasion  to  hear  of  the  opinion  o( 
Brockholst  Livingston  or  any  other  man.  No 
gentleman  can  question  the  propriety  of  the  pro- 
position. Gentlemen  who  said  so  much  about  the 
want  of  preparation  are  not  for  war.  He  consid- 
ered this  as  a  war  taeasure,  and  such  he  should 
discusf  it.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  after  the  pledges  wt 
have  made,  and  the  stand  we  have  taken,  are  wc 
now  to  cover  ourselves  with  shame  and  indelible 
disgrace  by  retreating  from  the  measures  and 
ground  we  have  taken?  He  then  stated  oar  meas- 
ures, our  pledges,  and  the  great  injuries  and 
abuses  we  have  received.  He  said,  what  would 
disgrace  an  individual  under  certain  circumstances 
would  disgrace  a  nation.  And  what  would  yoq 
think  of  one  individual  who  had  thus  conducted 
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to  another,  and  sboald  then  retreat  1  Re  did  not 
think  we  were  upon  this  occastoo  in  the  least  em* 
barrasaed  by  (be  conduct  of  France  in  baming 
oar  vessels  ;  that  may  be  a  subject  of  fa  to  re  con* 
sideratioD.  We  have  complete  evidence  as  to 
the  enemy  whom  we  have  selected.  As  weak 
asd  imbeeile  as  we  are,  we  would  combine  France 
if  necessary.  -He  said  there  was  no  intrinsic  dif- 
ficulty or  terror  in  the  war*:  there  was  no  terror 
except  what  arises  from  the  novelty.  Where  are 
we  to  come  in  contact  with  ourenemy  ?  Oo  our 
own  Continent.  If  gentlemen  please  to  call  these 
sentiments  doizotie,  he  would  say  he  pitied  them 
ior  their  sense  of  honor.  We  know  no  pains  hare 
been  spared  to  yilifr  the  Qorernment.   If  we  now 

Sroceed  we  shall  be  supported  by  the  people. 
fany  of  our  people  have  not  believed  that  war  is 
to  take  place..  They  have  been  wilfully  blinded. 
He  was  willing  to  give  them  further  notice.  It 
remains  for  as  to  say*  whether  we  will  shrink  or 
follow  ap  the  patriotic  conduct  of  the  President. 
As  an  American  and  a  member  of  this  House,  he 
felt  a  pride  that  the  Bxecatrve  had  recommended 
this  measure. 

Mr.  RaNDoi«PB  said,  he  was  so  impressed  with 
the  importance  6f  the  subject  and  the  solemnity 
of  the  oeea&ion,  that  he  could  not  be  silenL    Sir. 
said  Mr.  R.,  We  are  now  in  conclave ;  the  eyes' ot 
jhe  aurrodnding  world  are  not  upon  us.    We  are 
shut  up  here  from  the  lig^t  of  Heaven ;  but  the 
eyes  of  Qod  are  upon  us.    He  knows  the  spirit  of 
our  minds.    Shall  we  deliberate  upon  this  subject 
with  the  spirit  of  sobriety  and  candor,  or  with  that 
spirit  which  has  (oo  often  characterized  our  dis- 
cuasiona  opon  occasions  like 'the  present.    We 
ongbt  to  realize  that  we  are  in  the  presence  of 
that  God  who  Imows  our  thouj^hts  and  motives, 
and  to  whom  we  must  hereafter  render  an  ac* 
count  for  the  deeds  done  in  the  body.    He  hoped 
the  spirit  of  party  and  every  improper  passion 
wonld  be  exorcise  J,  that  our  hearts  might  be  as 
pure  and  clean  as  fall  to  the  lot  of  human  nature. 
He  was  confident  in  declaring  that  this  was  not 
a  measnre  of  the  Executive — that  it  was  engen- 
dered by  an  extensive  excitement  upon  the  Execu- 
tive.   He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania {mi.  Seybebt)  that  it  comes  to  us  in  a 
very  queMwnuMe  thape^  or  rather  in  an  tm^uee- 
tiaaable  ^f^ope — whose  ever  measure  it  is,  the  peo^ 
pie  of  the  United  States  will  consider  it  as  a  sub- 
terfuge for  war  j  as  a  retreat  from  the  battle.   We 
some  years  ago  reserved  that  we  must  have  t^ar, 
eaAargOj  or  wbmisnon — we  have  not  had  war  or 
robmitted — we  must  therefore  have  embarft.    It 
appears  to  be  'limited  to  sixty  days ;  at  the  e»ira« 
lion  of  that  time  wilt  any  one  say  we  shan  be 
prepared  for  war?    Sir,  we  are  in  the  situation 
of  a  debtor  who  promises  to  pav  his  note  at  the 
bank  in  sixty  days — we  shall  prolong  the  time  six- 
ty days,  and  sixtv  days  after  that,  until  deferred 
hope  makes  the  neart  sick.    He  would  tell  the 
honorable  Speaker,  that  at  the  end  of  sixty  days 
we  shall  not  have  war,  and  the  reason  is,  the  Ex- 
ecutive dare  not  plunge  the  nation  into  a  war  in 
our  unprepared  state. 
He  bad  too  much  reliance  on  his  wisdom  and 


virtue  to  believe  that  he  would  be  guilty  of  such 
gross  and  unparalleled  treason.  Nurk  my  Wbrd, 
you- will  renew  yournote^f  endorsers  can  be  had; 
jrou  cannot  take  it  up.  The  honorable  Speaker 
IS  mistaken  when  he  says  the  Message  is  for  war ; 
it  is  the  effect  of  an  excitement  occasioned  by . 
Ministerial,  Federal,  and  neutral  papers,  and  is  not 
the  wish  or  measure  of  the  Executive. 

He  would  appeal  to  the  sobriety  and  reflection 
of  the  House  and  ask,  what  new  cause  of  war  for 
the  last  twelve  months  ?  What  new  cause  of 
embargo  within  that  period?  The  afiair  of  the 
Chesapeake  is  settled  j  no  new  principles  of  block-* 
ade  interpolated  into  tfa^e  hiws  of  nations.  He 
should  suppose  every  man  of  candor  and  sober 
refieetion  would  ask  why  we  did  not  go  to  war 
twelve  months  ago  ?  Or  will  it  be  said  we  ought 
to  make  up,  bv  our  promptness  now,  for  our  slow- 
ness then  ?  Or  will  it  be  said  that  if  the  wheat, 
for  which  we  hate  received  two  dollars  per  bush- 
el, had  been  retting  in  our  barns,  we  should  have 
been  richer  or  happier  ? 

What  would  the  planter  say,  if  you  was^  to  ask 
him  which  he  would  prefer,  the  honorable,  chival- 
rous course  advocated  bv  the  Speaker — with  the 
consequences  which  will  attend  it,  the  sheriff  at 
his  back,  and -the  excise  collector  pressing  him? 
He  would  laugh  in  your  faee. 

If  an  embargo  twelve  months  ago,  would  have 
be^B  folly,  and  ruinous,  he  would  request  any  gen- 
tleman to  say  what  makes  it  wise  now. 

It  is  not  generally  wise  to  dive  into  futurity  ; 
but  il  is  wise  to  profit  by  experience,  although  it 
may  be  unpleasant.  He  felt  much  concerned  to 
have  the  bill  on  the  table  for  one  hour.  No  one 
can  tell  the  great  injury  to  the  mill-owner  or  the 
merchant,  by  the  mere  mention  of  an  embargo  in 
this  House.  It  being  Kmited  to  only  sixty  days, 
it  can  do  no  possible  good  to  the  public,  or  be  the 
means  of  bringing  our  property  from. abroad ;  hut, 
as  occasioning  great  speculations,  it  will  be  rain* 
otts  to  many,  and  give  great  fortunes  to  a  few. 

Mr.  R.  declared  to  his  certain  knowledge,  that 
the  French  Minister  M.  Serrurierj  ever  since  hia 
arrival  here,  had  been  pressing  our  Grovernment 
to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  our  products  to  the 
Peninsula,  which  the  Gk>vemment  nave  heretofore 
eluded.  And  is  this  the  way  which  the  bonora- 
ble  Speaker  with  so  much  gallantry  has  advocat- 
ed an  honorable  war-*-to  rob  our  own  people,  to 
gratify  the  malignant  ambition  of  the  Imperial 
tyrant  in  subduing  the  poor  Spaniards — in  starv- 
ing the  enemies  of  France  ?  Will  the  people  of 
the  United  States  thus  manifest  their  sense  of  tn- 
jostfce,  in  becoming  the  passive  instruments  and 
tools  of  France  ?  He  said  it  was  not  the  public 
sentiment.  He  said  that  as  a  caveat  or  a  precau- 
tionary measure,  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  the 
last  section  and  the  penalties  contained  therein, 
unless,  instead  of  a  precursor,  it.  is  intended  as  a 
substitute  for  war. 

He  said  he  had  other  considerations  to  submit, 
most  of  irhich  are  a  detail  of  facts  which  occurs 
red  in  a  conference  between  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Reiatiobs  and  the  Secretary  of  State, 
which,  however,  he  would,  for  the  present,  defer. 
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He  would  obserTe,  in  the  words  of  the  gentle-  1     Mr.  Ranbolph  then  nid  lie  wished,  to  state  to 


'man  fVom  New  York,  (Mr.  Stow,)  that  war  is  not 
to  be  considered  as  a  matter  of  pleasore.  He 
hoped  we  should  not  act  as  a  thoughtless  yo^og 
couple  sometimes  do,  who  are  in  a  hurry  to  mar- 
ry nrst,  and  then  look  ardood  to  get  something  to 
make  the  pot  boil.  He  besought  the  House  to  act 
with  sohriety  and  solemn  consideration.  What- 
ever hfs  opinion  might  be  about  the  war,  he  s^id 
he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  withholding  bis  pledges; 
if  we  should  unaToidably  plunge  into  one,  he  be- 
lieved he  should  not  be  backward  in  affording  his 
aid' to  bring  it  to.  an  hoaorable  close.  But  he  did 
not  believe  wan  to  be  the  object,  and  his  reason 
was,  because  there  was  no  preparation  for  it. 

Mr.  Clat  (the  Speaker)  said  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  need  not  have  reminded  us,  in  the 
manner  he  has,  of  that  Being  who  watches  and 
surrounds  us. 

He.  thought  from  this  sentiment  we  ought  to 
diaw  very  different  conclusions  than  what  the 
gentleman  had.  It  ou|rht  to  influence  us  to  that ' 
patriotism,  to  that  spiritand  display  of  those  qtiai- 
ificaiions,  which  are  so  honorabk  to  thehomaa 
character.  The  gentleman  asks,  what  hew  cause 
of  war  ?  He  would  ask  what  old  cause  of  waris 
avenged?  He  agreed  the  affair  of  the  Chesa- 
peake is  settled — ^but  why  ?  to  paralyze  the  spirit 
of  the  cotmtry .  Has  Qreat  Britain  abstained/fom 
impressing  our  seamen — from  depredating  upon 
oar  properly  ?  He  had  in  bis  hands  a  paper  givr 
ing  an  account  of  the  capture  of  the  ship  Hanni- 
bal, worth,  with  the  cargo,  three  hnndred  thou- 
sand dollars,  a. short  lime  since,  and  near  our 
coast,  on  a  voya|;^  to  France.  He  had  no  doubt 
but  the  late  Indian  war  on  the  Wabash,  was  ex- 
cited by  the  British.  And  what  is  to  be  thought 
of  the  emissary  who  was  sent  to  t>ne  of  our  princi- 
pal cities,,  to  .excite  civil  war  ?    Is  this  not  a  cause 


the  Committee  a  detail  of  what  happened  before 
the  Commfttee  of  Foreign  Relations  in  a  confer- 
ence with  Mr.  Monroe.  ^  . 

-Mr.  WiooBRT  objected  to  it,  as  not  in  order,  and 
the  Chairman  said  he  thought  it  was  irrelevanL 

Mr.  Rah DOLPH  said,  his  object  was  to  show  that 
the  proposition  for  this  measure  originally  came 
from  that  Committee,  and  was  not  intended  as  a 
war  measure.  He  thought  it  relevant,  as  it  was 
competent  to  show  that  the  ideaa  of  the  Speaker 
are  wrong* 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was 
lost — ayes  35.  noes  70. 

Mr.  Seybert  said,  that  in  voting  for  the  sever- 
al important'  measures  which  Congress  have 
agreed  to  this  session,  he  felt  himself  pledged  to 
go  to  war ;  that  he  was  in  favor  of  an  embargo  as 
a  precautionary  measure  and  precursor  to  war. 
When  we  voted  fbr  the  twenty-five  thousand  men 
he  supposed  the  Executive  intended  war — but  he 
has  now  such  information  from  a  friend  in  whom 
he  eonSdes,  as  leads  him  to  believe  that  offensive 
operations  are  not  meant.  We  ought  to  b«  bet- 
tec  prepared  before  we  engage  in  war.  He  had 
observed  in  the  Baltimore  papers,  that  the  British 
have  ordered  a.  squadron  and  twenty  thouwnd 
men  for  our  coast.  • 

Mr.  Smllib  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  observ- 
ations of  his  friend  and  colleague:  he  did  not 
know  from  what  quarter  he  had  obtained  his  in- 
formation, that  the  President  does  not  mean  war. 
Does  he  believe  he  has  all  this  time  been  deceiv- 
ing the  Legislature  ?  He  had  heard  but  one  sen- 
timent from  the  President,  which  is,  tAa<  imimiis^ 
makewar  unless  Qreat  Britainrefents.  The  Pres- 


ident had  always  supposed  that  the  embargo  must 
precede  war— the  only  difference  has  been  as  to 
the  time,  which  has  been  finally  compromised, 
of  war  7  We  have  complete  proof  that  she  will  The  embargo  is  intended  as  a  war  measure.  He 
do  everything  to  destroy  us — our  resolution  and  I  would  assure  his  colieagae  it  was  intended  by 
spirit  are  our  only  dependenee.  Aithon|;h  hefeit^  both  the  Executive,  and  the  Committee  of  For- 
warm,  he  prided  himself  tf|ion  his  feehngs,  and  eign  Relations.  That  being  now  up,  he  would 
should  despisefaimselfif  he  was  destitute  of  them.  [ol»erve,  that  at  the  b^inningof  the  session,  he 


The  gentleman  says,  there  is  no  caose  of  w^r. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  said  he  had  never  asserted  there 
was  no  eause  of  war,  but  that  there  was  no  new 
caufteofwar. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  those  who- voted  for  the  former 
embargo,  are  bound  now  to  vote  for  war.  It  ought 
to  have  succeeded  the  termination  of  that  meas* 
ure,  which  would  have  been  the  true  policy.  He 
said  he  was  at  issue  with  the  gentleman  as  to  the 
public  sentiment.  That  it  is  with  us,  is  proved  by 
the  flowing  and  patriotic  resolutions  or  fbqrteen 
Legislatures.  He  said  there  was  no  divisions  in 
the  Southern  and  Western  States — Federalists 
and  Republicans  were  united  .for  war. 

Mr*  BoTO,  of  New  Jersey,  said^  while  he  ad^- 
mired  the  fire  and  spirit  of  the  honorable  Speaker, 
he  thought  he  would  do  well  to  be  considerate'. 
He  asked  whether  we  were  prepared  to  assail  our 
enemy,  or  repel  her  attacks  ?  He  asked,  whether 
it  is  wise  in  an  unarmed  nation,  as-  we  are,  to 
commence  hostilities  against  one  so  completely 
prepared?     ' 


was  not  so  warm  fo^  war  as  many  were,  hot  he 
Was  for  commercial  restrictions.  He  was  not  for 
the  twenty-five  thousand  men;  but  as  the  House 
have  determined  otherwise  he  would  now  go  to 
war^^if  we  now  recede  we  shall  be  a  reproach 
among  all  nations. 

Mr.  Sbtbebt  then  said,  that  his  intention  was 
to  resist  seriously  Great  Britain;  he  would  be 
plain  ;  but  he  was  not  for  going  to  war  unprepar- 
ed. ^Aien  the  bill  for  raisins  the  twenty-five 
thousjDd  men  was  before  the  House,  it  was  then 
declared  to  be  accoiding  to  the  wishes  of  the  Sec- 
retary at  Wai^-since  that  time  the  Secretary  has 
said  it  was  .not  bis  wish,  from  which  he  conclud- 
ed it  was  not  the  wish  of  the  President. 

Mr.  Ranoojlpb  proposed  to  read,  from  memo- 
,  randa  in  his  possession,  of  what  occurred  in  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  and  n  confer- 
ence between  them  and  theSecreUry  of  State; 
whjch  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  BASdETT  (Chairman)  considered  it  in  order. 

Mr.  Calbouk  appealed. 
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The   Cbmirmaa's  deeisioD   was   eoaflrmed— 
yeas  60. 

Mr.  Randolph  satd,  -it  will  appear  that  the 
embargo  is  not  preparatory  to  war,  thai  is  to  say, 
it  was  not  Deee«sariiy  3p,  aod  of  coaree  not  of  the 
character  which  the  Speaker  has  considered  it. 
From  his  miautes  (among  other  facts)  it  appear- 
ed that  Mr.  Monroe  said  to  the  Committee,  that 
the  President  thought  we  ought  to  declare  war 
before  we  adjourn,,  unless  Great  Britain  recedes, 
of  which  there  was  no  prospect*  That  there  was 
eooTersation  about  an  embargo,  Mr.  Monroe  was 
iftked  by  aomc  of  the  Ck>mmitiee  whether  the 
President  would  recommend  it  by  message,  he 
answered  thai  he  would,  if  he^eoald  be  assured  it 
would  be  aeeep table  to  the  House.  He  also  said, 
Mr.  Barlow  had  been  instructed  to  represent  to 
the  French  Goverameot  our  sense  of  the  injuries 
received,  and  to  press  upon  thecu  our  demands  for 
reparation — that  if  she  refused  us  justice,  the  em- 
bargo would  leaTe  the  policy  lis  respects  France, 
and  indeed  of-  both  countries,  in  our  hands.  He 
was  asked  if  any  essential  alterations  would  be 
made  within  sixty  days,  in  the  defence  of  our 
marilrme  frontier  or  seaports  ?  Mr^  M.  answered 
that  pretty  coosiderable  preparations  would,  be 
made.  He  said,  New  Tor^  was  in  a  respectable 
state  of  defence  but  not  such  as  to  resist  a  formi- 
able  fleet ;  but,  that  it  was  nox  to  be  expected  that 
such  a  kind  of  war  would- he  carried  on^  It*was 
replied,  that  we  must  especl  what  commonly  hap- 
pens is  wars.  Mr,  M.  said,  that  although  a  great 
distress  and  injury  might  take  plaee  in  one  part 
of  the  Union,  it  wonld  not  essentially  affect  the 
population  or  resources  of  the  Union  at  large.  As 
to  the  prepared  state  of  the  country^  he  said,  in 
case  of  a  declaration  of  war,  the  President  would 
aot  feel  himieirbot^ttd  to  take  upon  hifn^lf  more 
tbaa  bis  share  of  the  responsibility.  Mr.  M.  said, 
that  the  unprepared  Mate  of  the  country  wa^  the 
only  reason  why  ulterior  measures  should  be 
deferred. 

Mr.  Rahdolvh  tben  said,  that  the  step  we  are 
ftboQt  takings  is  too  tigh  a  prioe  to  pav  for  the 
eoDsisteney  of  gentlemen  who  think  t^y  have 
goae  too  far  to  recede ;  it  is  loo  expenaiTe  to  bol- 
iter  them  up  in  this  way*  He  aslced  what  will 
be  the  situation  of  this  pieople  in  sixty  days  ?  Put 

Jooroote  into  the  bank,  and  see  how  soon  it  will 
eoot.  What  will  be  the  situation  of  this  unhappy, 
nisgoided  country  ?  What  would  it  have  been 
for  sixty,  one  hundred,  or  three  hundred  and  aix- 
ly-fire  days  past?  He  had  hoped  not  to  have 
nen  the  old  story  of  the  dog  wtfrryiog  the  cat, 
^•)  realized.  Are  the  majority,  in  consequence 
of  baving  been  goaded  by  the  presses,  to  plunge 
t^e  people  into  a  war  by  bringiojg  them  first  to  the 
wbippiDg  post  and  then  by  exoiting  their  spirit? 
He  would  assure  the  House  the  spirit  of  the  peo- 
ple is  not  up  to  it  at  this  time ;  if  so  there  would 
be  00  necessity  of  those  provocations  to  excite 
this  false  spirit— this  kind  of  Dutch  courage.  If 
yoQmeao  war,  if  the  spirit  of  the  country  is  up 
to  it,  why  have  you  been  spending  five  months 
m  idle  debate.  ?  . 

The  SpBAxaa  (Mn  Ci^t}  called  Mr.  Ran- 


DOLFH  to  order,  for  chMing  the  House  wtth 
speodinff  five  months  in  idle  debate. 
'  The  CaaiRMAN  decided  that  the  expression  was 
not  out  of  order. — Mr.  Wriqbt  appealed. 

The  decision  of  the  Chairman  was  confirmed— 
ayes  50^  noes  49. 

Mr.  Randolph  proceeded,  and  said  he  would 
inform  gentlemen  in  this  House,  that'  he  had 
known  gentlemen  not  inferior  ih  gallantry^  in 
wisdom,  in  experience,  in  the  talents  of  a  states- 
man, to  any  upon  the  floor,  who  have-  been  eon- 
signed  to  oblivion  for  advocating  a  war  against 
the  public  sentiment.  Did  we  not  then  say  to 
those  gentlemen,  the  war  they  advocated  was 
against  the  public  sentiment  ? 

In  two  years  froip  this  time,  the  people  will  tell 
you  that  you  rated  your  consistencv  at  more  than 
It  was  worth,  more  than  we  are  willing  to  pay  for 
itr— that  your  disgrace  is  not  our  disgrace. 

What  said  the  people  to  the  projected  war 
twelve  years  ago?  That  they  would  not  pay 
their  naoney  and  sacrifice -their  property  fur  your 
consistency. 

If  it  would  not  discover  a  want  of  decorum,  be 
would  ask  what  has  become  of  the  Heense  bill 
against  trading  under  licenses  to  Prance,  a  meas- 
ose  wfateh  was  recommended  in  the  President's 
Message,  at  the  beginning  of  the  session?  He 
said,  he  understood  the  ship  Hannibal,  which  wasr 
lately  captured  bv  the  British,  sailed  under  ope  of 
these  licenses.  He  does  not  mean  to  palliate  that 
capture;  but  is  it  strange  that  Great  Britain 
should  capture  our  vessels,  when  we  have  notified 
that  we  are  about  invading /her  terra  firma.  He 
helie.ved  the  way  war  will  happen,  if  it  does  hap- 
pen, wi}]  be  by  Great  Britain  attacking  and  per- 
naps  destroy  ins  soiiie  of  our  seaports,  which  it  is 
calculated  wilfrender  it  popular  in  our  country. 
The  plan  is  now  to  lay  an  embargo-^and  the  rea- 
son is,  we  have  bad  one,  and  it  has  failed.  This 
appears  to  him  to  be  a  nonstquiiur* 

Messrs.  Grunot  and  CALaouN  said  they  wete 
not  impressed  with  a  recollection  of  the  facts 
which  occurred  before  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  in  the  same  manner  as  had  been  stated 
by  Mr.  Randolph.  They  did  not  recollect  that 
Mr.  Monroe  said  the  embargo  would  leave  the 
policy,  as  respects  both  belligerents,  in  our  hands. 

Mr*  PoaTERsaid,  he  was  in  favor  of  an  embar- 
go, as  a  measure  which  ought  to  precede  war; 
but  it  was  very  important  that  we  should  be  pre- 
pared before  we  commence  wac«  He  did  not  be- 
lieve it  was  possible  to  coaunence  it  with  safety 
within  foormonths  from  this  time.  Such  a  meas- 
ure as  an  embargo  would  he  of  immense  injury  to 
the  State  of  Nei!r  Ydrk,  on  account  of  their  flour^ 
which  has  gone  to  market. 

The  Committee  rose  add  reported  the  bill  with- 
out'ameodment,  and  the  question  was,  Shall  it  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading? 

Mr.  CI01NCT  then  moved  that  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  be  taken  off  from  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  there  was  but  one  precedent 
of  an  embargo  being  passed  with  closed  doors. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  agreed  to  be  taken  on 
Mr.  doiNCT^a  motien. 
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Mr.  Wbioht  then  made  a  qaesdoa  of  order  on  f 
Mr.  Q^umcT's  motion. 

The  Speaker  decided  it  wa«  irot  in  order,  ano- 
ther question  being  before  th?  Hott»e. 

Mr.  L1TT1.E!  (hen  mored  the  prerioos  question, 
which  he  soon  withdrew. 

Mr.  Stow  then  expressed  his  alarm  and  aston- 
ishment at  the  course  we  are  taking.  He  said  the 
country  was  wholly  un]^repared  to  enter  into  a 
war,  within  the  time  which  had  been  mentioned. 
He  warned  gentlemen  of  their  danger,  and  the 
ruin  which  threatened  onr  defenceless  towns. 
The  authority  which  he  had  cited  ought  to'have 
more  weight  than  the  heai'says  of  some  young 
members  in  this  Hou6e.  The  elections  of  the 
maritime  parts  of  the  country  will  put  your  places 
» into  the  possession  of  your  political  adversaries. 
You  may  be  assured  you  tread  on  deceitful  ground. 
The  intelligent  party  of  the  community  at  the 
North  are  agaiost  tl>e  war«  There  is  no.caiculat- 
Ing  the  injury  it  will  be  to  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Basbett  spoke  in  faror  of  the  measure, 
and  respecting  the  injuries  we  ha^e  receired  from 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  RoBEBTB  then  moved  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Shbpfbt  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  car- 
ried-^-^ayes  66,  noes  40,  as  follows  : 

Tbab — Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Wifliam  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  David  Bard,  Borwell  Bassett,  Wflliam 
W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  Wm. 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  EUas  Sar^e,  William  Findley,  Jas. 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  F^Ux  Grrundy, .  BolUng 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  M.  Johnson*  Joeeph  Ketot,  William  R.  King, 
Ahner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron   Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,   Alexander 

■  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf^  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste- 
fhen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  WUliam  Piper,  James 
leasants,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane»  Jonathan  Roberts,  £benezer  Sage,  Ebeneier 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samnel  Shaw, 
John  'Smilie,  George  Smith*  William  Strong,  John 
Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
WUliam  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 
Nats — Esekiel  Baoon',  Abijah  Bigelow;  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Wm. 
A.  Burwdl,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitten<» 
den,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Robert 
Le  Roy  LiTingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archib^d  Mc- 
Biyde,  Hugh  Nebon,  Joeeph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pit* 

^  kin,  junior,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  Wm.  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheflfey,  John  Smith, 
Kichara  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewii  B. 
Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  La- 
ban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  Da- 
vid R.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 


.  Yeas-^ Willis  Alston,  jvn.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUliam  Blackledge,  Rob- 
ert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Bntler,  J. 
C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay*  Wm. 
Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  Jaa. 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
Hall,  Cbed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joeeph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Abner  LacodL,  Joeeph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lovmdes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Samnel  Mc» 
Kee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcal^  Samnel  L. 
MitchiU,  Jeremiah  Morvow,  Hugh  Nebon,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenesor  Sage,  £be- 
noaer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samnel 
Shaw,  John  Smilie,  G^oilf  Smithr  William  Strang, 
John  Taliafisiro,  Geo.  M.  Trpup,  Charles  Tomer,  jr., 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R«  Williams,  William  Widg- 
ery, Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats-— Abijah  Bwelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James 
Breckenridge,  Elijan  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 

fion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Wm. 
Sly,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Rich- 
ard Jackson,  jun.,  Philip  B.  Rev,  Lyman  Law,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Archibald  McBtyde,  Jonathan  C 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  William  Piper,  Timoth| 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiali 
Qniney,  John  Randolph^  WilUam  Reed,  Heniy  M. 
Ridgely,  Wm.  Rodman,  Daniel  Shelfey,  John  Smith, 
Richard  SUnford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Ud 
Tracy,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  ThMBsa 
Wilson. 

^    The  question  was  then,  on  what  day  ahail  it  be 
read? 

Mr.  Grumdy  moved  it  be  fead  immediately. 

Mr.  M4C0N  proposed  t(Mnorrow. 

Mr.  Q,uiMCY  said,  (it  then  being  half  past  sered 
o'clock  in  the  evening)  he  had  not  been  able  tc 
take  any  part  in  the  debate ;  that  tbe  measure 
which  had  been  thus  hurried,  was  extremely  iQ< 
terestiogtq  his  immediate  constituents  and  he  was 
very  anxious  to  ^press  bis  sentiments  upon  it— 
but  he  was  so  fatigued  with  the  tedious  sitting 
that  be  was  unable  to  do  it  this  erening.  an< 
hoped  the  House  Would  indulge  him  until  to-mor 
row.  He  would  not  condescend  to  debate  sucl 
a  question- in  the  present  state  of  the  House,  an< 
he  asked  for  the  ayei  and  noes  on  Mr.  Ma.coH'i 
motion,  which  were  agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr«  D.  R.  Williams  said,  he  was  desirous  ti 
grant  the  request  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa 
ehusetts.  It  was  in  his  opiniona  very  reaaonabl 
one*  The  deportment  of  the  other  side  of  th 
House,  had,  during  the  whole  of  the  session,  be« 
Tery  gentlemanly  towards  the  majority  ^  and  sii 
aai(f  he,  will  you  now  refuse  to  give  them  an  op 
portunity  to  express  their  sentiments  upon  a  mens 
ure,  which,  in  their  view,  is  important  ?  He  saii 
that  policy  on  the  part  of  the  majority  ought  t 


for  a  thii  1  reading? — Carried — ayes  71,  noes  30^ 
as  follows :  *  «  . 


dictate  the  indulgence  asked  for._    The  majorit 
The  question  was,  "Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  1  now  stand  on  high  ground-^what  will  be  saic 


and  what  will  be  the  consequence  of  a  refusal 
We  shall  lose  the  grouod  oa  whieli  we  now  stsnc 
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Mr.  MkGQs  was  of  the  sMne  opittion ;  he  though  t 
the  minority  had  acted  with  more  propriety  than 
he  erer  knew  in  a  minority. 

Mr.  Wright  objectedj  although  he  was  willing 
toackoowkdge  the  mioonty  bad  conducted  with 
propriety. 

Mr.  Nelsoh  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  ac- 
cording to  the  importance  of  6ubieci%  so  is  our 
precipitancy.  Is  the  minority  thus  to  be  dra- 
ined into  this  -jneasure  7  For  oae^  he  wished 
to  reflect  upon  it.  The  first  tatimatioo  he  had  of 
this  measure,  was  the  Message.  If  it  is  intended 
u  t  preeastianary  measiHre,  as.  tha  precursor  .to 
wtr,  ss  some  geotlemen  ha^e  treated  iu  it  is  a 
qaestioQ  of  doubt  in  his  mind.  He  thought  it.bet- 
ter  to  srm  our  merehantmen ;  to  grant  letters  of 
msrqae  and  reprisal;  and  repeal  our  non-import- 
ttioa  kw.  We  have  already  suffered  enougn  un- 
der our  restrictive  system.  If  we  pass  the  bill  to- 
DJgiit,  it  cannoc  be  a  law  until  the  other  braneh 
let  opon  it.  When,  .we  are  going  to  war,  it  will 
be  well  known  that  we  have  the  spontaneous  sup- 
port of  more  thad  oae-half  the  community. 

Mr.  Alston  said,  he  would  have  voted  on  the 
motion,  if  the  ffentieman  bad  not  asked  for  the 
ifet  tnd  Boest  hut  as  he  appears  desirous  to  mar- 
shil  one  side  of  the  House  against  the  other,  he 
wu  Bot  dispoeed  to  gratify  him  in  his  request.    . 

Mr.  Randolpb  made  a  few  more  remarJks. 

Mr.  WiooBBT  declared  war  to  be  inevitable, 
snd  it  ought  not  to  be  delayed ;  on  this  aeoenn  the 
wuagsiast  postponing  tbeiill  until  to-morrow. 
If  we  do  it  al  all,  it  ought  to  be  speedily.  It  is  not 
to  be  believed  that  ar^m«nt  will  chaD|re  a  single 
vote.    The  responsibility  is  on  the  majority. 

The  qnestion  on  reading  to  morrow  was  nega- 
tived—57  to  54,  as  follows : 

YiAi— Stevenson  Arcbar,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Abijsh 
Bifcloir,  BTamMmis  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James 
Bn^enridgB,  Elijah  Brighsm,  Epsphioditiis  Oham- 
pioB,  Mtitio  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jon.,  Wm. 
Ely,  Jtmee  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshaeh:  Franklm, 
Thonas  R.  Gold,  Jaoob  Hnfty,  Riehard  Jackson,  Jan., 
Jonph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Liviogflton,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Amnah  Metcalf, 
Archibsid  McBryde,  Jeremiah  Monow,  Jonathan  O. 
Mowley,  Hagh  Nelson,  Joseph  Peafson,  William  Pi* 

K.rimotfay  Pitkhi,  juon  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R. 
ter,  Jonah  Quingr*  John  Randolph,  WUliam  Reed, 
Hcniy  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Adam  Seyhert, 
Daniel  Shelley,  Geoige  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  PbiUp 
Btotit,  Silas  Stow,  Lewia  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Joha  Taliaferro,  Benjamin  Talfanadge,  Uri  Tracy,  La- 
btn  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  Da- 
vid R.  WUfiami,  and  Thomas  WUmu. 

Nats^WUHs  Alston,  jr.,  WUUam  Anderson,  Datid 
Btrd,  BorweU  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
BUcUedge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  BurweH,  Wfl- 
iism  Boiler,  John  C.  Calhonn,  Langdon  CheTse,  Mat* 
thew  GIsy,  WUliam  Grawford,  Roger  Davis,  John 
BtwMm,  Joseph  Desha,  Samnel  Dinsmoor,  Eliaft  Eaile, 
Waiiam  Pindley,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peter- 
•on  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUing 
Htfl,Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richcrd  M.  Johnson,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock, 
ioteph  LefeTSr,  Peter  Little,  Wm.  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lyie,  AUzander  McKiin,  Samuel  U  Mitchill,  Antliony 


New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pick* 
ens,  James  Pleasants,  jonior,  Benjamin  Pond,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberta,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Ebeneaer  Sealer,  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  Joha 
Smille,  William  Strong,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  Jan.,  William  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

It  wns  then  read  a  third  time;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, Shall  the  bill  pass?  it  was  carried — ayes  70, 
noes  41,  as  follows : 

Yaa»— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
taneon  Archer,  Eaeikiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blaekledge,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  J.  C. 
Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  William 
Grawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
Samnel  Dinsmoor,  Ellas  Earle,  WUUam  Findley,  Jas. 
Fiok,  Meshaek  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  I.  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Rieh- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Wm.  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Josenh  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Wm.Xowodes, 
Aaron  LyJe,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Alex.  MeKim,  Arunah. 
Metcalf,  a  L.  MitchiU,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  H.  Nelson, 
Anthony  New,  ThomM  Newton,.  Stephen  Ormaby, 
Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleaaanu,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneaer  Searer,  John  Se- 
vier, Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  ShaWrJohn  Smilie,  Geo. 
Smith,  William  Strong,  George  M.  Troap,  Charles 
Turner,  jun.,  Robert  WhiUhiU,  Riehard  Winn,  David 
lU  WUliama,  WUUam  Wl<^ery,  and  Robert  Wnght 

Nats — Abijah  Bigeiow,  Uarmanus  Bleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  Jamea  Breckeniidge,  EKjah  Brighana,  EpapfaM)- 
ditos  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport, 
junior,  WUftam  Ely,  James  Einott,.Asa  Fitch,  Thoa. 
R.  Gold,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn.,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathaa  O.  Moseley,  Joeeph 
Pearson,  WiUiam  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  EUsha 
B.  Potter,  Jooiah  Qutncy,  John  Randol{^  WUUam 
Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel 
Shefley,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John 
Taliaferro,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard^  White,  and  Thomas  WUson. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  **  An  act  laying  ^n 
embargo  on  sll  ships  and  ressels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States  for  a  limited  time." 

Mr.  GnuNnr  and  Mr.  Wright  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate^ 
and  to  inform  them  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  same,  in  confidence, 
and  to  desice  their  concurrence  therein. 

And  the  doors  werothen  opened. 


Tborsdat,  April  2. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Orun oy^  the  House  was 
cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  members,  Clerk, 
Sergeant-at-Arms,and  Doorkeeper,  and  the  doors 
were  closed. 

Mr.  Grumdt,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  presented  a  bill  '*  in  addition  to  the  act, 
entitled  <An  act  to  raise  an  additional  military 
force,  passed  the  eleventh  of  January,*'  1812,  which 
was  feed  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  .today. 
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'  A  ()tt€ttioQ  was  made  and  taken,  whether  the 
provisions  contained  in  the  bill  were  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  reqiiire  secrecy  in  the  disenssioo, 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  71,  nays  34, 
as  follows : . 

Ykas — Willis  Alston, Jr.,  William  Anderson,  Exe- 
kiel  Bacon,  DaWd  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wm.  Black- 
ledge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Borwell,  William 
Butler,  John  O.  Calhoun,  Lang  don  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Cloptoo,  WilUam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Bamnel  Dinsmoor,  Elias 
Earie,  William  Fiodley,  James  Pisk,  Meshack  Fraak- 
Im,  Thomas  Qholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph 
Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  MeKim,  Amnah  Metcalf, 
Samuel  L.  Mitehill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Onnsby, 
Israel  Pickene,  WOtiam  Piper,  James  feasants,  jun., 
Benjamin  Pond,  Ptoter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Bbeneser  Sage,  John  Se- 
vier, Adam  Seybert,  Samuel, Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Geo. 
Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whito- 
hiU,  David  R.  Williams,  William  Widgery,  Richsrd 
Wmn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NATs*-«tevenson  Archer,  Wiltiam  W.  Bibb,  Abi- 
jah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleeeker,  Adam  Boyd,  Jas. 
Hreekenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphn>ditus  Cham- 
pion, John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Joseph  Kent, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Arthi- 
bald  McBiyde,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quindy,  William  Reed, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  WilKam  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheflfey, 
Richard  Stanfiird,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-day« 

The  said  bill  was  accordingly  engrossed,  and 
read  the  time ;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  same 
do  pass,  ft  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
73,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

TiAs — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Borwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  John 
Clopton,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davu,  John  Daw- 
son, Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle, 
William  Findley, Barnes  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Pe« 
terson, Good wyn,  Thomas  GhoLson,  Isaiih  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 

Jer,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M. 
ohnaon;  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Ma'oon,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitehill,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Jas. 
Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond«  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan   Roberts,  Williais  Rodman»   Ebe- 


neaer  Saga,  Ebeftaaer  Saaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sey- 
bert, Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  William  tttrong,  John  Taliaferro,  Un  Tracy, 
George  M-  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  White- 
hUI,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

NATs-^ohn  Baker,  James  Breokenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditas  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Matthew  Clay,  WiHiam  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Archibald  MeBiyde, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley*  Josiah  Quiney,  Daniel  Shefley, 
Richard  SUnlbrd,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Leonard  White, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  '^An  net  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act,  entitled  ^n  act  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  force,'  passed  oo  the  -elerenth  of 
January,  1812." 

Messrs.  CaLHoim  and  Williams  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the 
Senate,  and  to  inform  them  that  the  House  of 
Represematires  have  passed  the  same,  in  cob§- 
denee,  and  to  desire  their  concorrence  therein. 

The  doors  were  then  opened. 


FaiDATi  April  3. 

Gq  iBolion  of  Mr*  Gbundt,  the  House  was 
cleared,  and  the  doors  were  closed. 

A  motion  was  then  made  bj  Mr.  Gftuaor, 
that  the  House  do  coane  to  the  loUowing  resolu- 
tion : 

jReaoA«d^  That  a  OHnmittea  be  appatetsd  to  inquire 
whether  there  has  been  any,  and,. if  any,  what»  viola- 
tion of  the  sacraey.  imposed  by  this  Hoosa  daring  the 
present  seauen,  as  to  certain  of  its  pgoeeeding%  and 
that  the  aaad  eomteittee  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons, papers,  and  reoerds. 

And  thequeatioD  thereon  beiog  iakea,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  106,  oays  3,  as  follows: 

Ya AS— Willis  Alston,  jan.«  WillMa  Andonen,  Sle- 
venson  Aieher,  Eaehiel  Baeon,  John  Baker,  David 
Bard,  Barweft  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah 
Bigelow,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Harmanus  Bleeeker, 
Adam  Boyd,  Jamea  8rsckmiridge»  Blijah  Brigham, 
Robert  Brown,  WilBam  A.  BurweU,  Willkra  BnUcr, 
John  C.  CalhauBf  Epaphroditas  GhaaipsoB,  Langdon 
Chevmi,  Martia  Chittenden,  Matthow  Clay,  John  Clop- 
ton, WiUiam  Crawford,.  John  Dasenpoil»  Jan.,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawsoa,  Joseph  Desha,  Samt  Dinsmoor, 
£Uas  Earle,  William  Ely,  ^ames  Emott,  Wiltiam 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Petenon  Goodwyn, 
Thomas  €Hiolson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Gfeen, 
FaUx  Grandy,  BoUing  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 
per, Aylett  fiawea,  Jacob  Halty,  4ohn  M.  Hyneman, 
Kichajd  Jackson,  junior,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jos^i 
Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Laew^ 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Leiever,  Joeeph  Lewis»  jr.,  Peter 
Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lovmdes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Archibald  McBryda,  Alexander  McKim, 
Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcali;  Jonathan  O.  Mens- 
iey,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  IHckens,  WilUam  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
James  Pleasanls«  jun.,  Bei^amin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter, Josiah  Qnincy,  WilUam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WiUiam 
Rodmsn,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  John  Se- 
vier, Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
John  Smilie,  Richard  Stanford,  George  Smith*  John 
Smith.  PhUip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 


1601 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESe. 


1602 


Supplementai  JoumaUSmhargo  BUL 


Sunael  Taggmrf,  John  Taliaferro,  I7ri  Tracy,  Benia- 
fliin  Tallmidge,  George  M.  Trouji,  Chas.  Turner,  jr*, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Darid  R.  WilUamtf,  WUliam  Widgery^  Thomas  WU- 
son,  and  Richard  Winti. 
Nats — Nath'i  Macon,  John  Randolph,  Wm.8t3rong. 

Messrs.  Grundy ^  Thoup,  Roberts,  Brecken- 
aiDGB,  and  Tallmad^e,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mttcee. 

Mr.  PoBTERf  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Uoited  States  to  appoint  additional 


Brigadier  Generak,  in  certain  cases;  which  was    proprietor,  after  be  is  made  acquainted  with  all 


An  eovbargo,  as  preparatory  fo  war,  presup* 
.poses  some  new  and  hidden  danger,  not  known  to 
the  mercantile  comreujiity.  In  such  case,  when 
the  Government  sees  a  dasger  of  which  the  mer« 
chant  is  unapprized,  it  may  be  wise  to  stay  the 
departure  of  property  until  ihe  nature  and  ezieat 
of  it  can  be  explained,  but  not  a  moment  longer. 
For,  let  the  state  of  things  be  that  of  war  or 
peace,  (he  principle  i%  precisely  the  same.  The 
interest  which  the  coimnunity  ba^in  the  property 
of  individuals  is  best  preserved  by  leaving  its 
management  to  the  interest  of  the  immediate 


read  the  £rst  time:  When  a  message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Senate,  by  a  committee  of  that 
body,  appoiDted  for  the  purpose,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Bibb  and  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  noti- 
fying the  House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the 
bill,  entitled  *^Ad  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of'ihe 
Uoited  States^  for  a  limited  time,''  with  annnid- 
ments;  io  which  ihey  desirie  the  concurrence  of 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Porter^  the  bill  reported  b^ 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  this  4ay, 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tahle. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amet)d- 
ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
laying  an  etnbargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  bar'bori  of  the  United  States;''  and  the 
said  amendments  being  read  at  thd  Clerk's  table, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lbwys,  that  the  sain 
bill  and  amendments  be  postponed  inde^itely. 

Mr.  dciMcr  expressed  in  strong  terms  bis  ab- 
horrence of  the  measure.  He  said  that  if  he  be* 
lieved  it  to .  be  a  preparation  for  war,  he  should 
have  a  less  indignant  Sjcnse  of  the  injury  than  he 
felt  now,  as  he  deemed  it  pure,  unsophisticated, 
reinstated  embargo.'  The  limitation  of  sixty  or 
ninety  days  gave  little  consolation  or  hope  to 
him,  because  he  knew  how  easily  the  same  power 
which  originated  could  continue  thb  oppressive 
measure. 

He  said  that  his  objection  was,  that  it  was  not 
what  it  pretended  to  be;  and  was  what  it  pre- 
tended 00 1  to  be.  That  it  was  not  embargo  pre- 
paratory to  war ;  but^  that  it  was  embar^  as  a 
sobstitute  for  the  question  of  declaring  war.  It 
was  troe  that  it  was  advocated  as  a  step  incipient 
10  a  state  of  war,  and  by  Way  of  preparation  for 
it,  by  gentlemen  whose  sincerity  he  was  bound  to 
respect.  He  could  not,  however,  yield  the  con- 
viction of  his  senses  and  refleotipits  to  their  as- 
severations*; nor  declare^  in  complaisance  to  any, , 
let  them  be  as  respectable  as  they  might,  that  be 
saw  in  tbia  measure  more  or  less  than  its  features 
indicated. 

Is  this  em)>argo  what  it  pretends  to  be— prepa- 
ration for  war  7  In  the  fiist  place,  no  sadden  at- 
tack is  expected  from  Great  Britain.  It  is  not 
so^ested  that  we  have  a  tittle  of  evidence  re- 
lative toaiiy  hostility  of  her  temper  which  is  not 
possessed  by  the  whole  community.  The  Presi- 
dent has  not  communicated  to  .us  one  document 
or  reason  for  the  measure.  His  Message  merely 
ootids  to  Qs  his  will  and  pleasure. 
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the  cireumstanoes  of  the  times  which  have  a  ten- 
dency to  increase  its  exposure. 

The  reason  of  an  embargo,  considered  as  an  in* 
cipient  step  to  war.  is  either  to  save  onr  propertr 
from  depredation  abroad,  or  keep  property  whicQ 
we  want  at  home.  Now  it  happens  that  th& na- 
ture of  the  great  mass  of  our  exports  is  such  that 
that  there  is  little  danger  of  depredation  from  the 
enemy  we  pretend  to  fear  abroad,  and  little  want 
of  the  articles  most  likely  to  be  exposed  at  home. 
The  total  export  of  last  year  amounted,  as  ap«> 
pears  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, to  $45,000,000.  It  also  appears  by  that  re^ 
port,  our  exports  to  Great  Britain  and  her  de- 
pendencies, and  also  to  those  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, were  (38,500.000.  Nearly  seven-eighths  in 
value  of  our  whole  exports  have  been,  and  con- 
tinue to  be,  tp  the  dominions  of  that  very  Power 
from  which  so  much  is  pretended  to  be  appre- 
hended. Now,  it  is  well  known  that  these  arti- 
cles are  of  very  gr«at  necessity  and  importance 
to  her,  and  whether,  even  io  the  case  of  actual 
war  between  our  countries,  G^eat  Britain  would 
capture  them,  might  be  questionable.  But  that 
she  would  capture  them  on  the  mere  preparation, 
before  one  really  hostile  act  was  committed  on 
our  part,  is  not  only  cmreasonable,  but  absohitelv 
abi^urd  to  expect.  This  very  commerce  wbicn 
by  the  passing  of  this  bill  you  indicate  it  is  her 
Intention  to  prohibit  or -destroy,  it  is  her  obvious 
and  undeniable  policy  to  unite  and  cherish  ;  be- 
sides)  the  articles  are  in  a  very  great  proportion 
perishable,  which,  jby  this  embargo,  are  to  he  pro- 
hibited from  going  to  market,  which  is  best-— 
to  keep  them  at  home,. to  a  certain  loss  and  prob* 
able  ruin»  or  adventure  them  abroad  to  a  possible 
loss  aod  highly  probable  gain  ?  Ask  your  mer* 
chant.    Ask  common  sense. 

But  it  is  said  ^  we  must  protect  our  merchants.'' 
Heaven  help  our  merchants  from  enUxtrgo-prateO' 
turn!    It  is  also  said  that  ^  the  present  condition 

*  of  things  has  been  brought  upon  the  country  by 
^  the  merchants ;  that  it  was  their  clamor,  in  1805 
'  and  1806,  which  flrst.put  Congress  upon  this  sya* 
'  tem  of  coercive  restriction,  of  which  they  now 

*  so  much  complain."  It  i$  true  that,  in  those 
years,  the  merchants- did  oetition;  not  for  em* 
bar^o,^  not  for  commercial  embarrassment  and 
annihilation,  but  for  protection.  They,  at  that 
time,  reallv  thought  that  this  national  Gbvern* 
raent  was  formed  for  protection,  and  that  it  had 
at  heart  the  prosperity  of  all  the  great  interests  of 
the  country.    If  ^  it  was  a  grievous  fault,  grier^ 
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otfsly  have  the  merchants  answered  it."  They 
asked  you  for  relief,  and  yen  sent  tbem  embar- 
rassment. Tbey  assed  yon  for  defence,  and  you 
imposed  embargo.  They  "  ask^d  bread,  and  you 
gave  them  a«tone.^'  They  ^  asked  a  fisb,  and.  you 
gave  them  a  serpent."  Grant  that  the  fault  was 
^reat,  suppose  that  they  did  mritake  the  nature 
and  character  of  the  Government,  is  the  penalty 
they  incurred  by  this  error  never  to  be  remitted  ? 
Permit  them  once  to  escape,  and  my.  word  for  it, 
they  will  never  give  you  an  apology  for  thic  de- 
atructive  protection.  If  thev  do,  they  will  richly 
deserve  all  the  misery  which,  under  the  name  of 
protection,  you  can  find  means  to  visit  upon  them. 
Your  tender  mercies  are  cruelties.  The  mer- 
chants hate  and  spurn  this  ruinous  defence. 

Mr.  Q,.  then  took  notice  of  an  intimation  which 
had  been  thrown  out  in  relation  to  an  express, 
sent  off  on  the  day  preceding  the  Message  of  the 
President,  giving  notice  that  the  embargo  would 
be  proposed  the  ensuing  day.  He  said  that  there 
was  no  necessity  of  speaking  of  that  matter  by 
distant  allosloas,  as  if  there  was  anything  thai 
sought  concealment.  Thdt  is  not  an  affair,  said 
Mr.  d.,  that  shuns  the  li^ht.  I  had  the  honor 
and  the  happiness,  in  coojunctioa  with  another 
member  of  this  House,  from  the  State  of  New 
York,  (Mr.  Emott.)  and  a  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Lloyd,)  to  transmit  that  inteHi* 
gence  to  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston,  by 
an  express^  which  started  on  Tuesday.  aAernoon. 
In  doing  this,  we  violated  no  obligation,  even  of 
the  most  remote  and  delicate  kind.  The  fact  that 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relatioas  had  decided 
that  an  embargo  should  be  proposed  on  Wednes- 
day, was  openly  vrowed  here  oo  Tuesday,  by 
various  members  of  thkt  comoxittee,  to  various 
nembers  of  this  House.  Among  others.  I  was 
informed  of  it.  I  shall  always  be  grateful  to  the 
gentleman  who  gave  me  that  information.  In- 
deed, the  whole  commercial  community  are  tin- 
der great  obligations  to  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  for  their  feeling  and  patriotism  in- 
resolving  on  that  disclosure.  It  enabled  ns,  by 
anticipating  the  mail,  to  give  an  opportunity  for 
great  masses  of  property  to  escape  from  the  ruin 
our  Cabinet  was  meditating  for  them.  Yes,  sir; 
to  escape  into  the  jaws  of  the  British  lion,  and 
of  the  French  tiger,  which  are  places  of  refuge, 
of  joy  and  delight,  when  compared  with  the  grasp 
and  fiings  of  this  hyena  embargo.  What  was  the 
effect  of  this  information?  When  it  reached 
Philadelphia,  the  whole  mercantile  class  was  in 
motion,  and  all  that  had  it  in  their  power  were 
flying  in  all  directions  from  the  coming  mischief, 
as  if  it  were  a  plague  and  a  pestilence.  LfOok, 
at  this  moment,  on  the  river  below  Alexandria, 
and  the  poor  seamen,  towing  down  their  vessels 
against  wind  and  tide,  anxious  only  to  escape 
from  a  country  which  de^roys  under  the  ma^k 
of  preserving. 

It  is  said  that  this  embargo  is  "  mere  notice" 
to  the  merchant.  If  this  were  the  case,  why  all 
these  pains  and  penalties?  Why  these  grievous 
bonds,  imposed  on  our  coasting  trade?  If  you 
really  intend  war,-  if  this  measure  is  timely  prep* 


aration,  and  not  a  substitute  forit,  lay  your  em- 
bargo; but  let  it  be  mere  general  prohibition, 
without  penalty.  You  will  then  have  done  your 
duty.  If  they  go.  and  are  captured,  they  have 
no  cause  of  complaint.  But  it  is  said  ^  shall  we 
feed  our  enemies?^'  That  question  unravels  the 
whole  plot.  It  is  an  embargo  for  coercion,  and 
not  for  preparatiod.  In .  reply,  I  say,  yes.  Feed 
your  enemies,  if  they  are  in  no  danger  of  being 
reduced  by  famine,  and  if  you  do  not  want  the  ar- 
ticle of  food^end  it  will  perish  without  a  market. 

The  gentlemea  who  advocate  this  bill  seem  to 
be  much  offended  that  some  of  us  do  not  believe 
that  it  is  their  intention  to  declare  war  at  the  etid 
of  the  time  limii«d.  They  treat  the  suggestion 
ms  a  reflection  on  their  personal  veracity.  1  qoes- 
tioa  not  either  the  sincerity  or  veracity  of  the 
gentlemen  who  make  ihese  declarations;  but 
those  gentletnen  must  excuse  me  if  I  prefer  to 
reaso»,  concernlsg  future  events,  rather  from  the 
nature  of  things  thaa  from  jhe  state  of  their 
miads,  I  make  no  suggestions  coi^oerniog  tbe 
intentions  of  the  gentlemen  on  this  floor;  but, 
concerning  the  intentions  of  our  Cabinet,  and 
concerning  their  ability  in  relation  to  actual  war, 
I  shall  not  hesitate  both  to  make  suggestions  and 
to  state  reasonings ;  and  I  shall  not  deem  myself 
precluded  from  the  use  of  my  understanding  con- 
cerning the  result  of  any  measures,  because  my 
statements  contradict  any  man's  declared  inten- 
tions. The  public  has  little  concern  about  what 
you  may  intend.  It  has  much  in  what  you  can 
execute. 

I  say,  then,  distinctly,  I  do  not  believe  that  this 
embargo  is  preparation  for  war,  but  I  do  believe 
that  it  is  a  refuge  from  the  question  of  declaring 
war.  My  reason  tells  me  that  waris  not  intended 
because  of  your  want  of  preparation,  and  of  your 
neglect  of  it.  If  war  were  intended,  would  the 
men  at  the  helm  have  employed  the  nve  months 
past  in  a  way  mo  utterly  ineflicient,  and  inconst»> 
tent  with  such  ad  anticipated  state  1  What  hare 
you  done  during  this  long  session  to  put  this  coun- 
try into  that  ^*  armor  and  attitude**  so  ostentatious- 
ly recommended  at  the  opening  of  it  ?  What 
have  you  done  ?  Why,  you  have  thirty^ ve  thou- 
sand 'men  upon  paper ;  and  in  five  months  you 
have  added  about  one  thousand  new  recruits  to 
the  old  establishment.  That  is  to  say,  tou  have 
six  thousand  men  now  on  your  Army  rolls.  You 
have  officers  in  abundance,  but  where  are  the  s<rf- 
diers  ?  We  were  told  last  Decen^ber  t^at  on  the 
first  day  of  April,  we  should  be  before  Quebec. 
And  where  were  we  on  that  day  ?  Why,  retiring 
behind  embargo.  What  prospect  is  there  that 
your  enlistments  will  be  so  rapid  as  will  enable 
you  to  raise  more  men  in  the  ninety  days  which 
are  to  come,  than  in  the  one  hundred  and  fifty 
days  which  have  passed  ?  I  know  there  is  on 
the  carpet,  a  grand  scheme  of  a^gmentiDg  the 
chance  of  enlistments  by  reducing  the  time  of 
service  from  five  jrears  to  eighteen  months.  But 
bow  does  this  prognosticate  as  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  force?  This  proposition  !s perfectly  char* 
acteristlc.  Yon  want  an  embargo  army,  and  not 
a  fighting  army*    B  ver  since  you  appointed  a  col- 
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lector  of  a  Northern  teaDort  Major  General,  I 
liaTe  been  satisfied  that  what  you  intended  was, 
a.D  army  to  fight  smugglers^  and  not  Canadians. 

You  prepare  to  go  to  war  for  commercial  rights 
in  ninety  days?  Where?  Hdw?  A  nary  is  out 
of  the  question.  And,  as  to  the  purpose  of  af  m- 
lag  our  merchantmen,  although  that  resolution 
was  passed  with  as  much,  I  believe  more  unanim- 
ity than  any  other  of  all  those  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  it  has  been  laid 
asleep  in  the  Committee,  and  not  a  man  has  ven- 
tured (o  aoggest  even  that  it  was  to  be  put  into 
Pariiameotary  form,  much  less  that  it  was  to  be 
carried  into  effect. 

When  I  see  siich' a  palpable  failure  in  alt  the 
means  natural  and  necessary  for  carrying  on  the 
war;  when  1  seethractual  military  force,  instead 
of  betog  inereased  in  efficiency,  in  fact,  reduced  ; 
neither  promises, nor  asseverations,  nor  oaths,  shall 
make  me  believe  that  you  will  go  to  war  at  th.e  end 
of  ninety  days.  Oppontit  natmyt.  Nature  has 
decided  against  you.  Instead  of  that  feast  of  war, 
to  which  we  were  invited  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  we  have  served  op  to  us  the  old  dish  of 
restrictions.  There  is  no  need  of  the  spirit  of 
prophecy  to  tell  the  result.  At  the  end  of  ninety 
days,  you  will  find  that  your  preparation  is  not 
sufficient.  The  horrors  of  war  will  be  preached 
up  very  assiduously  daring  the  recess.  Famili- 
arity with  emhargo  will  diminii^h  its  dread.  The 
restrictive  system  becomes  identified  with  some 
personal,  local,  paltry  interest.  The  navigating 
States  are  sacrificed,  and  the  spirit  and  charac- 
ter f^  om  country  are  prostrated  in  the  dust  by 
fear  or  by  Avarice. 

This  embargo  will  not  serve  the  American  peo- 
ple. But  I  wiif  telt  you  whom  It  may  serve ;  it 
will  serve  the  French  Emperor.  His  interest  is 
apparent.  It  operates  on  nis  enemy  by  denying 
our  produce  to  her  armies.  But  where  is  the 
American  interest?  Coercion  on  Gkeat  Briuin 
is  not  pretended.  If  war  with  this  Power  be  re- 
ally its  purpose,  then  iHoch  of  this  very  property 
ought  to  be  got  out  of  the  country.  It  is  useless, 
aad  must  perish  if  it  remain  in  it;. and  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  aad  its  ability  for  war,  are 
aagmented  by  the  wiiole  amount  of  the  returns 
which  its  sales  would  produce. 

fa  erery  point  of  view,  I  look  on  this  measure 
as  a  cruel  abindoament  of  our  national  rights ;  as 
impoftiiie;  as  deceptive;  as  calculated  to  iinpress 
00  the  American  people  an  idea  that  it  is  vour 
JDtentioii  to  maintain  commercial:  rights,  wnich 
its  trae  effisct  is  to  abandon.  Here  is  another  ef- 
fect which  it  is  ealculated  to  produce,  and  which, 
of  all  others,  ought,  at  a  crisis  of  tbis  kind,  to  be 
avoifted.  Its  tendency  must  be,  to  raise  a  jealousy 
between  the  Southern,  and  the  Eastern,  and  Mid- 
dle States.  The  fiour  and  prodiice  of  the  South" 
ern  States  have  had,  during  the  whole  winter*  an 
open  trade  and  free  market.  Those  of  the  Mid- 
dle and  Bastern  States  hare  been  restrained  by 
climate  and  winter.  Nature  is  just  opening  for 
our  relief,  and  the  palsying  haifd  of  Government 
b  now  to  be  extended,  to  give  a  death-blow  to 
oat  hopes*    Is  it  by  a  course  of  policy  of  this 


kind  that  you  intend  to  conciliate  affection,  or  ex- 
cite confidence  ?  Will  it  not  be  said  that  your 
own  products  being  sold,  you  were  indifferent 
what  became  of  ours  ? 

Let  me  not  be  understood  as  objecting  to  this 
embarffo  as  a  preparation  for  war,  although,  even 
a&  such,  its  utility  is  dubiou?.  I  object  to  it  be-^ 
cause  it  is  not  efficient  preparation  ;  because  it  is 
not  a  progress  towards  honorable  war,  biit  is  a  sub<- 
terfuge  trom  this  qoestion.  If  we  must  perish, 
let  us  perish  by  any  hand  except  our  own.  Any 
fate  is  better  than  self-slaughter. 
'  Mr.  GoLo. — The  first  object  with  ^  wise  Le- 
gislature is,  Is  the  law  expedient?  The  second 
object,  which  should  never  for  a  moment  escape 
attention,  Can  the  taw  be  executed  ?  Under  the 
first  head,  the  advocates  of  embargo,  disclaim  the 
measure  as  appertaining  to  the  odious  restriction 
system:  they  present  it  as  the  old  fashioned, 
leg;itimate  precursor  of  war,  as  the  provident  meas- 
ure of  Government  to  protect  your  merchants 
affaiost  reprisals  resulting  from  meditated  hos- 
tilities 

In  this  riew  can  you  be  prepared  for  war  at 
the  expiration  of  the  embargo  f  Will  you  open 
your  campaijfn  at  mid-summer?  Whatever  ap- 
pearance this  measure  may  now  assume,  the 
country-  have  grounds  to  fear  a  relapse  into  the 
old  system — you  will  go  again  back  into  Egypt. 
But.  on  the  second  head,  can  your  law  b^  exe* 
coted  i  Does  the  history  of  the  past  in  our  own, 
or  any  other  country,  warrant  such  an  expecta- 
tion ?  Can  you  watch  the  extended  line,  of  forty- 
five  degrees  north,  for  hundreds  of  iniles,  so  as  to 
Srevent  a  transit  for  commercial  exchange,  in- 
ispensable  to  the  necessities  of  the  country  ?  ^o, 
sir,  it  is  a  vain  expectation ;  your  army  of  25,000. 
oould  not  prevent  the  intercourse :  their  sympa- 
thies would  rather  lead  them  to  connive  at  what 
they  could  not  fail* to  see.  Great  Britain,  with  a 
canvass  that  whitens  everv  sea,  her  revenue  boats' 
always  in  motion,  and  tide  waters  at  every  inlet 
or  avenue,  has  not  been  able  to  prey  em  the  smug- 
gling in  of  about  one  half  the  tea  consumed  in 
that  Kingdbm.  Such  is  the  conviction  of  Eng- 
lish writers!  It  mav  be  found  in  the  appendix 
to  McCartney's  Embassy,  and  in  the  life  of  the 
second  Pitt.  Where  men  have  expended  their 
substance  in  purchasing  and  collecting  an  article 
for  export,  under  the  subsisting  faith  of  your 
laws  permitting  such  export,  it  is  not  mere  in- 
justice, bdt  cruelty  in  the  Government  towards 
Its  citizens  to  arriest  such  a  commerce  by  an  ex 
poH  /ado  law.  and  consign  those  concerned  to 
the  prison  #ali&  and  their  families  to  beggary; 
Nothing  short  of  the  most  imperious  necessity,  the 
safety  of  the  community,  can  justify  so  severe  a 
proceeding.  But,  sir,  with  a  single  exception  of 
tinaber,  the  commerce  between  the  northern 
frontiers  and  Cantda,  will,  for  the  ninety  days  of 
this  embargo,  be  little  else  than  the  mere  ex- 
change of  articles  indispensably  necessary  to  the 
poor  frontier  settlers.  .  How  are  they  to  be  sup- 
plied with  the  article  of  salt  ?  Believe  me,  sir,  the 
morality  of  no  part  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  nation  on  eartb«  will  restrain  persons  under 


1607 


HisTORt  OF  congress: 


1608 


Supplemental  J(mmal,^^Efnbargo  JffiQ. 


such  circumstances  from  eluding  the  laws.  Does  I 
any  man  believe  that  this  froDtier  traffic  is  not 
9B  Beneficial  to  us  as  to  our  enemies  1  Can  four 
law  fail  of  producing  more  injury  and  loss  to  the 
United  States,  than  benefit?  Have  you  not  wit- 
nessed)  sir,  that  while  you  wa^  exercising  pater- 
nal care  in  enacting  a  a  embargo  by  water,  for 
the  seaboard,  that' our  merchants  and  navigators, 
roused  as  by  a  shock  of  thunder,  escaped  from 
your  shores,  with  their  vessejs,  as  from  a  destroy- 
ing ansel — from  pestilence  and  death ! 

Siicn,  sir,  without  distinction  of  parties,  is  the 
opinion  of  your  proffered  protection  by  embargo. 

If,  then/  this  law  cannot  be  executed  on  the 
,  frontiers,  whart  i§  to  be  its  ef[ect:  full  as  it  is  with 
biting  penalties  ?  I  answer,  it  will  let  loose  upon 
the  land  a  host  of  licensed  spies '  and  informers, 
overwhelm  your  citizens  with  seizures  and  vexa- 
tions,-and  fill  your  courts  with  oppressive  suits. 
No  innocence,  no  circumspection,  will  afibrd  a 
shield  of  protection  againist  those  harpies  of  the 
Treasury^  you  not  only  punish  for  exporting, 
but  for  an  *^  attempt,"  witliout  defining  or  speci- 
fying the  act  to  constitute  such  attempt.  Ir  you 
4lrive  your  team  ;o  the  north,  or  even  off  your 
farrn^  you  will  be  exposed  for  an  attempt. 

In  a  survey  of  what  is  passing  on  the  interestr 
ing  theatre  about  us,  we  may  day.  nvith  great 
truth,  that  we  have  seen  strange  things  in  our 
days !  While  nn  open,  bcensed  trade  is  carried 
on,  to  a  great  extent,  between  enemies,  (France 
and  Great  Britain,)  the  United  States,  at  peace^ 
with  all  the  world,  has  for  years,  with  some  in-'^ 
(ermission,  been  deprived  of  foreign  commerce 
by  her  own  Qovernment.  There  is  som^tbing 
rotten  in  our  Denmarlt!  Would  two  hundred 
millioBs  of  dollars  make  good  to  this  country  its 
losses  under  our  wasting  system  of  restrictions? 
I  cannot  see  these  things  without  concern;  I 
cannot  dwell  upon. them  without  a  pang  for  my 
country  1 

Mr.  Blevckeb,  in  a  speecb  of  about  twenty 
minutes,  made  an  able,  solemn,  and  impressive 
address  to  the  House,  urging  them  to  ponder,  and 
-  desist  from  the  dangerous  course  they  were  pur- 
suing, and  forewarned  them  of  the  calamitous 
consequences  that  would  inevitably  result 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  said,  in  viewing  political  sub- 
jects and  dangers,  some  are  inclined  to  look 
tiirough  political  miscroscoj^es^  which  diminish 
them ;  others,  misled  by  tbeir  imaginations,  look 
through  political  telescopes,  and  are  apt  to  mag- 
nify and  enhance  them*  He,  for  ooe,  was  for 
Tiewing'oor  situation  with  his  naked  optics— fOr 
looking  at  it  as  it  really  is.  He  could  not  be 
considered  as  less  alive  to  the  interests  and  hap- 
piness of  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  respecting 
whom  so  much  sensibility  has  been  -  expressed, 
than  any  other  gentleman.  There  were  nis  inti- 
'  matefriends,  connexions, and  what  little  property 
be  possessed.  No  one  could  feel  more  for  their 
Bttfferings  under  commercial  restrictions,  or  in 
case  of  an  iassaolt  upon  it  by  the  enemy.  And 
if  he  was  to  consult  only  his  personal  sensibili- 
ties, they  were  ail  in  favor  of  the  people  of  that 
covBtry,  with  whom  we 'are  to  enter  mtoa  con- 


flict. He  bas  no  prejudice  against  them.  He 
there  received  his  education.  He  has  lived  in 
North  and  South  Britain.  From  actual  resi^ 
dence,  he  knows  them  from  the  Grampian  Hills 
to  Dover.  He  knows  them j  however,  to  be  a  ' 
proud,  overbearing  .nation.  From  former  resi-  ' 
aence,  and  also,  from  recent  intelligence,  (and 
that  within  a  few  days,  by  late  arrivals.)  he 
knows  that  they  consider  us  a  sort  of  a  genera- 
tion whom  they  have  a  right  to  despise.  We 
are  viewed  in  tnis  unworthy,  degraded  situation, 
not  on  account  of  our  want  of  resources,  or  pop- 
ulation ;  but  because  they  believe  we  cannot 
stand  together — that  we  have  no  confidence  in 
ourselves^-tiiat  we  cannot  lead  armies  into  tbeir 
countries.  Their  object  has  been,  since  the  year 
1806.  to  divide  and  distract  us,  and  to  prevent 
our  taking  efficient  measures.  Sir,  what  has 
been  the  cause  of  our  present  condition  ?  It  is 
well  known  that,  in  1806,  he  was  made  the  organ 
of  his  constituents,  as  other  gentlemen  were  for 
Salem  and  other  commercial  places,  to  present 
to  Congress  tbeir  plaints  and  waiiings,  on  ae- 
coudt  of  the  grievances  they  suffered  upon  the 
subject  of  carrying  colonial  produce,  and  the 
continuity  of  voyage.  The  archives  of  this  House 
will  prove  this.  They  declared  they  should  be 
ruined  if  the  British  doctrine  should  be  coun- 
tenanced. The  Government  were  goaded  by 
these  applications  for  relief.  The  Government 
began,  and  continued  pacific  measures,  until  we 
have  got  into  our  present  situation. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  would  aver,  there  was  never  a 
time  when  there  was  more  internal  good,  more 
real  practical  independence,  more  wha^  the  heart 
desires  and  Can  enjoy,  in  any  oiviliieed  nation, 
than  we  enjoy.  A  population  of  seven  mill  ions — 
the  arts  and  manufactures  flourishing  in  a  high 
degree — are  we  then  to  be  frigfateoed— to  listen  to 
the  notes  of  political  screech-owls  ?  We  are  the 
happiest  nation  on  earth.  He  could,  to  be  sure, 
with  a  melancholy  couitteBance,  go  into  any  fam- 
ily, and  give  a  lecture  on  the  weakness  of  the 
flesh,  on  the  calamities  of  human  life,  and  a  mis- 
serabie  exit.  But  bow  much  better  are  we  off 
than  any  other  people?  Our  lot  has  fallen  to 
us  in  a  pleasant  place,  and  we  have  a  goodly 
heritage. 

He  said  he  recollected  when  he  was  a  boy,  that 
he  and  his  companions  would  get  round  the  fire- 
side, of  a  Winter's  evening,  and  talk  of  ghosts, 
till  they  were  all  afraid  to  ffo  to  bed— ana  lo^* 
brious  anticipations  of  the  danger  of  a  war  wtih 
England,  he  thought,  was  of  a  piece  with  the 
childish  apprehension  alltided  to. 

With  regard  to  the  nation  with  whom  we  are 
to  contend,  and  whose  prowess  is  so  terrible  in 
the  opinion  of  some,  he  ia  proud  to  see  gentlemen 
around  him,  who  dared  in  1774,  to  enter  into  the 
<:onflict',  when  we  had  a  population  of  only  three 
millioDs.  He  did  not  think  any  one  would  be  afraid 
to  face  a  nation  whose  head  is  of  such  a  chavac- 
ter-^H>ne  who  was,  some  years  since,  expelled  a 
jockey  club,  and  who  was  lately  turned  out  of 
doors  for,  his  unworthy  conduct  to  his  neighbor 
I  wif<^«    The  Power  With  which  we  are  to  eon- 
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tend,  is  not  so  terrific  aad  almighty  as  is  iiaa- 

gined. 

Sir,  we  hare  intelligence  by  the  last  mails  from 
the  Capes  of  Virginiai  that  tbe  vessels  of  that  na- 
tioa  ire  capturing  our^s,  Irom  the  Chesapeake  to 
France,  within  two  leagues  oi  our  coast,  laden 
with  produce  of  our  own  soil,  and  not  contraband 
of  war. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  was.of  opinion  this  measure 
ought  to  be  accompanied  witli  another — with  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal.  We  ought  to  let 
the  cannon  accompany  the  flag.  The  voice  of 
the  cannon  ought  to  speak  the  voice  of  the  nation, 
under  the  stripes  of  the  nation.  We  ought  to 
have  no  party  feelings.  He  wished  the  country 
might  be  united^— that  all  petty  divisions  about 
ins  aod  out$  may  be  put  aside,  and  ihat  an  united 
front  may  be  opposed. 

He  said,  he  gave  his  assent  to  the  measure,  less 
Qoder  the  correctness  of  his  understandings  than 
from  a  respect  to  the  authorities  of  the  country. 
When  it  came  recommended  by  the.  Executive, 
he  did  not  feel  pcOud  enough  to  differ.  He,  there^ 
fore,  yielded  to  what  he  thought  the  rational, 
proper  wish  of  others.  As  a  Republican,  he 
would  comply  with  the  opinion  of  the  matority. 

It  b  upon  our  divisions,  and  the  imbecility  of 
our  Cooneils,  that  our  enemy  builds  her  hopes. 
He  believes,  that  gentlemen  who  have  opposed 
our  measures,  have  done  it  from  honorable  mo- 
tives; bat  our  measures  are  good  enough  if  we 
are  united.  All  we  want  is  to  form  a  phalanx. 
If  united,  the  work  is  done,  and  we  could  then 
take  a  rank  among  the  nations.  But  how  are  we 
as  a  nation  7  We  cannot  even  jget  a  national 
song,  without  depending  on  others.    He  hoped 


M.  Although  inconvenient,  it  is  not  to  be  viewed 
only  as  to  its  hardships.  As  connected  with 
another  part  of  policy,  it  is  very  important.  He 
said,  in  proportion  to  his  worldly  substance,  no 
one  pro  rata  will  suffer  more  by  it  than  himself. 
H«  resided  with  a  patriotic  set  of  men,  who  will 
join  in  opposing  a  noble  front,  and  who  are  de- 
termined to  avenge  our  wrongs. 

Mr.  Rakdolpb  said^  he  bad  listened  with  at* 
tention  to  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Mitghill.)  The  gentleman's 
reasons,  if  there  is  any  weight  in.  them,  are  in- fa- 
vor of  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  but  not  in ' 
favoir  of  the  ruinous  measure  now  under  consid* 
eration.  When  the  gentleman  justifies  himself,' 
in  shielding  himself  under  authority,  in  his  appro- 
bation of  the  measure^  he  should  have  supposed 
he  ought  to  have  been  influenced  by  the  authority 
of  a  respectable  geatleman,  (meaning  the  Vice 
President)  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in 
the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  within  the  State 
of  New  York,  who  is  bow  insensible  of  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  country.  The  gentleman  says,  we 
ought  to  take  our  stand  among  the  belligerents. 
We  cannot  take  this  staad.  We  are  but  a  young 
people.  We  are  just  emerging  from  a  Revolu- 
(ion-^a'RevolutioD,.  which  was  spon  succeeded  by 
an  S^ttropean  war,  which  has  been  to  ua  like  the 
draining  of  r  farai-yard,  which  has  enriched  us 
beyond  measure,  which  h^s  raised  our  hamlets, 
and  villages  to  first-^rate  cities.  To  this  we  owe 
our  present  greatoe&s.  To  this  we  owe  the  lan- 
guage the  gentleman  has  this  evening  used.  Sir^ 
what  ^been  the  fate  of  those  nations  who  have 
undertaken  to  take  their  stand  among  the  beUig- 
.erents?     They  have  become,  like  the  humble 


we  might  not  verify  the  observation  of  that  illns- 1  gunboals,  in  the  wake  of  European  belligerents* 
trious  commentator,  the  *'  Federalist,'^  that  our   What  has  become  of  Prussia  ?    She  is  extinct. 


danger  is  not  from  tyranny  in  the  head)  bat  from 
aoarchy  in  the  end.  He  kaeW  that  an  embargo 
would  be  an  unwelcome  prescription ;  but  is  a 
disagreeable  prescription  for  a  violent  disease  to 
he  rejected  ?  Are  we  not  told  from  high  author- 
ity, that  if  thy  member  effend,  cut  it  off?.  He 
considered  this  as  an  efficient  measure.  He  said 
we  were  livins  in  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and 
honef.  It  is  better  to  keep  our  wheat  and  flour 
at  home,  than  to  let  it  go  abroad,  and  be  taken. 
He  may  be  asked,  is  be  willine  to  withhold  sup- 
plies from^  and  starve  the  peo{He  of  that  country? 
He  would  deliberately  answer  yes,  when  bv  re- 
scinding their  decrees  they  can  so  easily  do  us 
justice. 

He  desired  the  House  to  look  at  the  condition 
of  the  Island  of  ^irbadoes — the  situation  of  the 
planters,  who  are  obliged  to  substitute  beets  for 
■cane.  In  the  roost  plaintive  terms  they  represent 
their  situation  as  desperate. ,  They  have  not  a 
stave  for  a  rum  puncheon.  In  consequence  of 
the  mortgages  on  their  estates,  aad  the  danger  of 
insorrection  of  their  blacks,  they  are  reduced  al- 
most to  despair. 

When  you  ulk  of  the  omnipotence  of  that  na- 
tion, look  at  their  impotence.  We  are  as  differ- 
ent from  them  as' angels  are  from  infernal  spirits.' 


What  of  Russia  ?     She,  with  a  territory  and 
populatioQ  far  beyond  ours,  has  been  anxious  to 
take  the  stand  which  the  gentleman  wisbes,  but  she 
dares  not.    Sir,  we  may  becolme  parties  to  the. 
war,  under  the  name  of  allies :  but  we  shall  be  the 
first  sejvants  of  those  whose  cause  we  espouse. 
We  may  esoap  this  conflict  with  hbnor.  What  it 
honorinaaatlon?  Is  it  honor  to  cope  with  those  . 
who  are  so  greatly  our  superiors  %  It  is  our  duty 
and  interest  to  wait.    He  very  well  knew,  that  in 
times  of  feverish  anxiety  and  impotent  restless- 
ness, nothing  is  more  irksome  than  to  preach  qp 
patience,  and  that  we  ought  to  wait  for  events. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  ^id  not  pay  much  regard  to  the 
argument  that  the  belligerents  calculate  upon  our 
divisions.  •  It  is  an  old,  and  if  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  a  stale  apology,  calculated  by  Min- 
isters to  unite  a*  people.  The  charge  of  the  major- 
ity, which  is  so  often  made  against  the  minority, 
is  futile.  .  K  is  ridiculous  for  them  to  urge  it. 
The  President  of.  the  United  States  can  indis- 
putably carry  hb  measures  in  Congress,  as  much 
as  any  Minister  ever  did.  No  minority  is,  or 
eyer  has  been  of  any  effect.  All  experience 
proves  it.  He  would  exhort  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  to  follow  the  dictates  of  their  own 
minds^  and  not  adopt  the  sentimeiits  of  the  gen- 


He  knew  th^t  this  measure  is  not  desirable  per  |  tleman  from  New  York.    There  is  no  danger 
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from  an  oppositiop*  The  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  tor  fourteen  years  has  been  omnipo- 
tent. The  evil  has  not  been  from  the  minority, 
but  from  gentlemen  not  pursuing  the  dictates  of 
their  own  understandings. 

Mr.  R.^hen  brought  to  the  view  of  the  House 
the  diminutive  ^trade  of  the  country  to  France, 
and  which  has  been  diminished  by  her  regula- 
tions, in  comparison  with  our  trade  to  all  the  rest 
of  the  world.  He  said^  if  we  are  called  upon  to 
resist,  he  would  wish  to  show  our  resistance 
where  it  is  important  and  necessary.  As  to  the 
observation  ot  his  friend  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Macon)  that  our  only  alternative  now  is 
war — that  no  propositibn  had  been  or  could  he 
made  as  a  substitute ;  he  said,  propositions  had 
been  made^and  be  would  pledge  his  head  one. 
might  now  be  made,  if  both  l^lligerents  were 
viewed  with  the  same  eye  by  our  Uovemment. 
Where,- asked  Mr.  R.,  is  the  reciprocity,  while 
the  armed  vessels  of  one  only  are  admitted  ?  As 
to  the  existence  of  the  French  decrees,  the  burn- 
ing of  our  property  on  the  high .  seas  it  damning 
proof  that  they  have  not  been  revoked. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Bt)To,) 
the  other  day  proposed  one  hundred  and  twenty 
days  for  the  period  of  the  embai;go,  which  was 
negatived,  if  we  agree  now  to  the  amendment 
of  ninety  days,  it  is  confession  that  our  argument 
the  other  day  was  wrong ;  and  it  ccinfirms  the 
opinion  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  (Mr.  Porter,)  that  it  was  io^ 
expedient  to  lay  an  embargo  foi^  sixty  days,  until 
we  were  within  sixty  days  of  preparation  for 
w|ir,  and  who  said  he  was  in  favor  of  an  em- 
biuxo  as  a  preparatory  measure. 

He  said  there  could  be  nothing  more  croel  to 
the  merchant,  who  has  given  ten  dollars  per  bar- 
rel for  flour,  and  who.  has  incurred  the  expense 
of  shippLog,  d&Cy  to  carry  it  to  market..  It  will 
also  be  the  ruin  of  the  planter.  He  entreated 
the  House  to  defer  it,  until  the  merchant,  who 
has  bought  on  credit  of  the  planter,  can  turn 
himself.  There  is  no  alternative-^the  merchant 
must  be  ruined,  and  the  planter  greatly  injured. 

He  wished  that  we  might  think  of  the  mills  at 
Brandy  wine  and  Petersburg.  There  is  no  cat- 
eolating  the  benefit  which  would  arise  from  de- 
ferrioff  it  a  week,  and  no  possible  good  can  arise 
from  hurrying  it.  If  it  is  to  ruin  the  aUies  upon 
the  Peninsula,  upon  the  argument  of  gentlemen 
it  cannot  answer,  as  no  one  can  suppose  they 
have  not  ninety  days  supply  on  hand. 

Mr.  WioGERT  spoke  with  much  warmth  in 
£iivor  of  the  embarso  and  war. 

Mr.  Stuart  said,  if  it  was  in  order,  he  would 
ask  the  gentleman  fromMassachusetts^Mr.  Win- 
qbry)  a  few  questions.  He  would  ask  that  gen- 
tleman if  he  was  during  the  last  embargo  a  ship 
owner  ?  .If  so,  did  he  not  go  to  England  during 
the  embargo  ?    If  so,  how  did  he  go  ? 

Mr.  Widgbrt  answered  that  he  went  by  water. 

The  Sp£aksr  observed  these  questions  were 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  Stuart  said,  if  they  were  not  in  order  he 
would  sit  down. 


The  queatioii  was  now  taken  on  iadefiftite  poec- 

ponement,  and  determined  in  the  negatire-^yeas 
i2,  nays  72,  as  follows : 

Yx AS— John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  HanDainiiB 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breekenridge,  EUijah 
Brigham,  Epaphioditas  Champion,  Martin  Ghitten- 
deni  John  DaTeni>ort,  jr.,  William  £ly,  James  Eoiott, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Richard  Jackson,  jmuor, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Liviagston,  Ardiibald  McBiyde,  James  Mil- 
nor,  Jonathan  Q.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearaoa,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Joha 
Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Williaza 
Rodman,  Daniel  ShefTey,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stan— 
ford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Storigcs, 
Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro,  Benjamin  Tail- 
madge,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  IVhite, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

'  Nats— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Wm.  Andterson,  Steven- 
son Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  DaWd  Bard,  Bnrwell  Bae- 
sett,  WflUam  W.  Bibb,WiUiam  Blackledge,  Robert 
Brown,  Wdtiam  A.  Borwell,  Wiiltam  Butler,  Jobn  C. 
Calhoun,  Langdon  ChoTes,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopi> 
ton,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Desha,  Samnel  Dinimoor,  EUtas  Earle,  WUliam 
Pindlej,  James  Fisk,  Thos.  Gholson,  Peterson  Good* 
wyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Onindy,  BoUin^  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper»  Aylett  Hawee,  John 
M.  Hynemsn,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent^ 
WillisLin  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Pe- 
ter Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Axunah 
Metcal^  tiamuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hngh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  ^lea- 
sants,  jr,,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea^ 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage,  £be- 
neker  Searer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  John  Smiiie,  George  Smith,  WilKam  Strong^ 
George  M.  Tmnpr  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  White- 
hill,  David  R.  WiUiame,  William  Widgeiy,  and  Rich- 
ard Winn.  ^ 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  that 
the  said  bill  and  amendments  be  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Emott,  that 
the  said  bill  and  amendment  be  postponed  for 
thirty  days  $  which  superseded  the  motion  of  Mr.. 
Ranoolph. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robebts,  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  demanded  by  a  majority  of  the  cheiD- 
bers  present:  Whereupon,  the  question  was  taken, 
in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  rules  and  orders  of 
the  House,  to  wit :  **  Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put  ?"  and  passed  in  theafllrmatire — yeas 
67,  nays  44,  as  follows : 

ITkas — Wiliia  Alston,  Jan.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  David  Bud,  Burwell  Bassett,  Williani 
W.  Bibb,  William  BUckledge,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butler,  John  0.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Maitthevr 
Clay,  William  Craw£>rd,  Roger  Darb,  John  Dawvon, 
Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  "Wm.- 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Thos.  Gholson,  Peterson  Good- 
wrn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hynemaa,  William  R. 
ICing,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever*  Peter  Little,  Wil- 
Uam  Lowndes,  Aaion  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim»  Arunah  Metcalf,. Samuel  L*  Mitehill,  Jere- 
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wth  UoaefWf  Aiitho&T  New,  ThouMS  Nnwton,  Sle- 
pbea  Ormebjp  Israel  Pickens,  Wiltiam  Pip«r,  Jamea 
FietBa^U,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Potter,  Joba 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberta,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Ebeoezer  Sealer,  Johh  SeTier,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong, 
JohnTiJiaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
IVner,  junior,  David  R.  Williamf ,  William  Widgery, 
ssd  Richard  Winn. 

XiTs — ^John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Barmanns 
BiMcker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigfaam,  William  A.  Burwell,  Epaphroditus  Cham* 
pioo,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  WilUa^i 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thos.  R.  Gold,  Aylett 
Hawes,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan.,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun„  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,^  Nathaniel'  Maoon,  Archibald  Mo- 
Bryde,  James  Hilnor,  Jonathan  O,  Hoseley,  Hngh 
NeliOD,  Joseph  Pe«rson,<.Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha 
R.  Pottec  Josiah  Qainqr,  John  Randolph,  William 
Reed,  Heniy.M.  Ridgely,  WilKam  Rodman,  Adam 
Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Riehard  Slanibrd,  Philip 
Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tatlmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leopard  White,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

The  SpEAKBR  then  decided  that  the  main  ques- 
tioa  to  now  put^  was :  *'  WiU  the  House  ooncur 
with  (he  Senate  in  the  amend n)ents  made  to  the 
bilir  aad  not  jiposi  the  proposition  for  postpone- 
ment. 

From  which  decisioa  Mr.  Randolph  mored 
an  appeal;  which  being  seconded,  the  question 
was  putj  ^  Is  the  decision  of  the  Chair  correct  1" 
aod  decided  in  the  afl&rmatlve. 

Mr.  Stanford  was  then  about  to  debate  the 
question  opoji  the  concurrence  with  the  Senate  rn 
their  ainendmeots,  when  he  was  stopped  by  the 
Speaker,  and  ioformed  that  it  was  inadmissible 
to  discuss  the  qaeatioo,and  that  it  must  be  forth- 
with pet  without  debate. 

From  which  decision  of  (he  Speaker,  an  ap- 
peal was  made. to  the  House  by  Mr.  Stanfobd, 
aod  being  seconded,  the  question  was  taken,  "  Is 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  oorrect  ?"  and  passed 
ill  the  affirmative — yeas  86,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

TxAs^Williv  Alston,  jr.,  WiBiam  Anderson,  8te-: 
yuuoa  Archer,  Szekiel  Baoon,  Dand  Bard,  Burwell 
BaaMtt,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  William  BlacUedge,  Har- 
aaoQa  BIeecker«  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  Burwell,  WiUiam  Batler,  John  C.  Calhonn,  Epa- 
pbroditus  Champion,  loingdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chit- 
teoden,  Matthew  Clay,  William  Crawford,  Soger  Da- 
^>  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
£lias  Earie,  William  Findley,  James  Flak,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  Gholsoii,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hynemah,  Rich- 
ud  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Wil- 
^nR.King,  Abner  Laeock,  Jbaeph  Lefefer,  Peter' 
^ttle,  Robert  Le  Roy  LivingstQn,  Willism  Lowndes/ 
AaioQ  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  MeBcyde, 
^ael  McKee,  Aiexander  McKim,  Arnnah  Metcalf, 
^uel  L.  Mitehjll,  Jeremiah  Morrow^  Hugh  Nebmi, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby^ 
Wael  Pickens,  WiUiam  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr., 
^Djamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Joha  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William 
I^o<imao,  £benezer  Sage,.  Ebene^r  Seaver,  John  Se- 


▼ier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliafeirro,  Uri  Tracy,.  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner^un.,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Rich- 
ard Winn. 

Nats — John  Baker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Bngham,  William  Ely,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan.,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Jbai^  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Heniy 
M.  -Ridgely,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Riehard  Stanford,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  and  L^ban  Wheaton.' 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Mc  Pitkin:  Whereupon,  it  was  taken  on  con- 
eurriug  with  the  said  first  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate, aod  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  56, 
nays  53,  bs  follows : 

Yxis — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  Wil- 
liam  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam A.  Burwell,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Dstris,  John  Dswson,  Biias 
Earle,  Wm.  Findley,  Thos.  Gholson,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn, Isaiah  L.  Ghreen,  Felix  Gnindy,  Boiling  Hall,. 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Wm. 
R«  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little» 
Aaron  Lyte^  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander  McKim* 
Jeremiah^  Morrow,  Hugh  Nehi^,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Oroisby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James 
Pleasaulft  jn,  Benjamin  Poqd,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John 
Rtiea,  John  Koaoe,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Ebenezer  Sealer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Smilie,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Strong,  John  Talia^ 
ferro,  George  M*  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  David  R. 
WUliams,  WUUam  Widgery,  and  Riehard  Winn. 

NATs-^tevenson  Archer,  John  Baker,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigbfun,  William  BuUer,  Epa- 
phroditos  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
DinAmoor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch, 
Themis  R.  Gold,  Aylett  Hawes,  Bichard  Jackson,  jr., 
Richaid  M.  Johnson,  Jotfeph  Kent,  PhiKp  B.  Key, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr*,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living- 
ston, WiUiam  Lowihdes,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel 
McKeo,  Aninah  Meteal^  James  Mi^iior,  Samuel  L* 
Mitcfaiil,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Anthony  New,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  PitUn,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
RUgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  second  and  last  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  the  said  "bill  was  then  again  read  and  concur- 
red in ;  and  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Williams 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  deliver  a  mes- 
sage-to thef  Senate,  and  inform  them  that  the 
House  of  ^.epresentatives  have  concurred  in  their 
amendments  to  the  bill  aforesaid. 

The  doori  w^re  then  opened^ 


SATtJROAY,  AptllA. 

The  House  was  cleared  of  ail  persons,  and  the  , 
doors  were  closed. 

Mr,  Cbawford^  from  the  Joint  Committee  for  . 
EproUed  Bills,  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
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examined  an  enrolled  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  lay- 
ing an  embargo  on  all  sbips  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  for  a  lim- 
ited time,"  and  bad  found  the  same  to  be  truly 
enrolled  ;  when  the  Spcaker  signed  the  said  bill, 
and  Mr.  Calboun  and  Mr.  Williams  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee  to  carry  the  same  to  the 
Senate,  for  the  slgnkture  of  the  President. 

.  ADDITIONAL  BRIGADIER  GENERALS. 

The  Hoase  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
io  appoint  additional  Brigadier  Generals,  dbe.   - 

Mr.  Sammons. — Mr.  Speaker :  If  those  officero 
are  intended  to  command  the  militia,  Itrust  in 
'God  this  bill  will  not  pass.  What !  shall  our  mil- 
itia be  commanded  by  officers  commissioned  by 
ihe  President?  Can.  the  President  be  as  well 
•acquainted  with  the  .qualifications  and  abilities 
of  officers  in  the  militia  as  (be  Governors  of  the 
States?  It  cannot  be  expected.  What  spirit  can 
be  in  the  people  to  &upport  the  war  if  the  Federal 
Groyernment  takes  away  the  right  of  the  States 
to  appoint  the  officers  for  commanding  their  mil- 
itia 1  If  our  Gh)FeTnment  takes  away  our  liberty, 
'  is  it  necessary  to  contend  with  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment for  our  rights?  In  former  times  the  of- 
ficers w«re  .appointed  in  such  parts  as  the  men 
Were  raised :  thut  is  not  the  case  now.  Some 
time  in  the  session,  I  was  told  by  some  of  the 
Southern  members,  ^  we  will  give  you  officers  if 
you  will  find  the  men."  It  is  a  fact,  that,  before 
our  New  York  troops  were  raised,  a  Major  from 
North  Carolina  was  appointed  3  and  was  ordered 
to  take  the  command  of  troops  enlisted  in  New 
York.  Governor  Hull's  son,  from  Detroit,  is  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  one  of  our  companies, 
and  is  on  command  with  his  father  as  his  aid. 
Where  is  the  justice  ?  Shall  we  have  companies 
without  captains,  or  shall  the  United  States  pay 
for  two  captains  ?  (for  Hull  is  returned  in  Colo- 
nel Schuyler's  regiment  as  captain.)  He  caoaot 
belong  there.  In  such  proceedings  1  almost  trem- 
ble for  the  consequence  to  my  country. 

There  is  no  necessity  or  propriety  in  appointiiig 
more  Generals,  in  my  opinion,  at  present,  for  our 
regulars — for  the  President  is  directed  to  appoint 
eight  Brigadiers  and  two  Major  Generals.  I  be- 
lieve they  are  not  all  ap[)ointed,  and  of  those  that 
are  appointed,  I  hear  one  is  sent  home  because  they 
have  nb  command  for  him.  If  this  bill  passes,  our 
Government  will  be  as  bad  as  that  of  Great  Bri- 
tain before  the  Revolution.  In  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  we  complain  of  the  King,  that  "  he 
*  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  sent 
^  hither  swarms  of  officers  to  harass  our  people 
'  and  eat  out  their  substance.''  But  if  those  ten 
Generals  are  not  sufficient,  this  House  has  passed 
a  bill  at  the  request  of  the  President  of  the  Cni 


AsT.  16.  To  provide  for  ealliAg  iorth  the  militta, 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  siipprBW  iosinTec- 
tipn,  and  repel  invasion. 

For  these  three  purposes,  and  no -other,  hare 
the  Federal  Government  authority  to  command 
the  militia. 

Abt.  16.  To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and 
dicipUning  the  militia,  and  for  governing  auoh  part  of 
them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  reserving  to  the' States  respectively  the  appoint* 
ment  of  the  officers  and  the  authority  of  training  tbe 
militia  according  to  the  dinipline  prescribed  by  Con- 
gress. 

In  this  is  explaineU  how  far  the  Convention 
gave  power  to  Coni^ress4o  organize,  discipline 
and  govern  the  militia,  who  might  be  called  into 
the  service  of  the  Unfted  States,  agreeably  to  the 
three  enumerated  articles,  and  the  States  reserved 
respectively  the  a|>pointments  of  all  tbeir  officers 
without  any  eiception.  Congress  having  power 
to  prescribe  the  mode  or  n^anner  of  deciplioe — 
the  Slates  reserving  to  themselves  tbe  training 
and  disciplining  of  the  militia,  as  Congress  shall 
prescribe. 

The  second  article  of  the  amendment  to  the 
Constitution :  ^*  A  well  regulated  militia  being 
'necessary  to  the  security  of  a  ff ee  State,  the 
<  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall 
*  not  be  infringed." 

So  long  as  we  are  goveriied  by  this  aothorily 
we  are  free,  and  no  longer.  When  tbe  Federal 
Goyernment  exceeds  thx>se  bounds  we  are  00  more 
free.  What!  shall  the  President  appoint  officers 
for  militia?  I  hope  not— I  hope  we  will  yet  re- 
main free.  If  it  shall  come  to  that,  that  militia 
officers  are  appointed  by  the  President,  I  am  a 
militia  officer — I  will  never  surrender  the  State 
rights — I  would.  nQt  be  commanded  by  them— 
and  I  say,  so  help  me  God  if  1  do!  Is  it  not  as 
plain  as  it  can  be  that  the  militia  are  State  troops, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  ?  not  United  States 
troops ;  for  this  article  is  explicit  and  plaiii — that 
well  regulated  militia  are  necessary  to  the  secu- 
rity of  a  free  State,  not  States.  Militia  were 
never  intended  for  the  United  States,  but  for  the 
individual  States,  to  defend  their  State  rights.  I 
hope,  on  due  reflection  on  the  subject,  this  bill 
will  not  pass  the  House. 

A  question  was  made,  whether  the  provisions 
contained  in  the  bill  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
require  secrecy  in  the  discussion ;  nnd,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Cheves,  the  bill  was  again  ordered 
lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cbawforo,  from  the  Joint  Committee  for 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  did, 
this  day,  pi'esent  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States^  for  his  approbation,  an  enrolled  bill,  en* 
titled  *^An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships 


cert  for  fifty  thousand  militia  volunteers.  There 
are  limits  empowering  how  many  he  shall  ap- 
point— he  nnay  appoint  twelve  Brigadiers  and 
lour  Major  C^enerais — will  not  that  be  as  many 
as  he  waiited  ?  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  gives  no  more  power  to  Congress  over  the 
militia,  than  is  enumerated  in  three  articles : 


ted  States  to  commission  and  appoint  the  offi-   and  res^els  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 


States,  for  a  limited  time/'  and  that  tbe  commit- 
tee  were  instructed  by  the  President  to  inform 
the  House  thai  he  had  approved  and  -signed  the 
said  bill. 

A  motion  was  then  niade  by  Mr.  GRtritoY,  and 
seconded,  that  the  injunction  of  secrecy  Imposed 
by  this  House  on  their  proceedings  relating  to 
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tlie  bill,  enlttled  **  An  act  laying  an  embargo  on 
all  shi}»  aod  vessels  io  (he  ports  abd  harbors  of 
the  United  States,  for  a  limited  time,^  be  oow 
remored :  And  the  question  thereon  being  taken « 
it  passed  in  the  affirmacive. 

The  Hoase  then  again  resumed  the  considera- 
tioo  of  the  qoestion,  whether,  the  provisions  oF 
the  bill  anthoriztng  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  additional  Brigadier  Generals 
in  certain  cases,  were  of  soch  a  nature  as  to  re- 
quire secrecy  in  the  discussion  :  Aodj  en  motion 
of  Mr.  Roberts,  the  bill  Was  again  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

And  the  doors  were  opened.  -, 

w 

- 

MoNPAV,  April  6. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  PaaT£R,  the  Hou^e  was 
cleared,  aad  the  doors  were  closed. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  Presid^n  I's  Message>  which  relates 
to  foreign  relationsy  pKsented  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  speeie/goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, for  a  limited  time  ;  which  was.r^ad  the  first 
lime:  When  a  qiiestion  was  made  and  taken, 
whether  the  sttbject-malter  of  The  ^aid  hill  re- 
quired secrecy r  ^tid  passed  in  the  affirmative^- 
veas  56,  nays  49,  as  follows : 
'  YiiB— Willis  Alston,  junior,  David  Bard,  Harwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  BIackledge»  Adanr 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A,  Burwall,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Coch- 
ran, John  Clopton,  William  CranHbrd,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Deaha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Ellas  Earle,  Wm. 
Findlej,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwvn,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty ,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  William  R.  King.  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever, 
Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander  McKim,  6amael 
L.  Mitchill,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New>  Thomas 
Xewton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Plea- 
stnta,  jon.,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,.  Samael 
8haw,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  JohnTalialenpo,  Geo. 
M.  Tioup,  Robert  Whitehill,  WiUiam  Widgery,  and 
Bichard  Winn. 

NiTs—Stevenson  Archer,  Ezdtiel  Bacon,  John  Ba- 
lder, Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanns  Bleecker,  Jas.  Breck- 
cDiidgc,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  ChoTes, 
Martm  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William 
£lj,  Jspies  Emott,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Joseph  Kent,  Joseph 
Le^ia,  junior,  Robert  Le  Roy  Jiivingston,  William 
I^wndeg,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  Arunah  Mctcalf,  James  Milnor,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson;  Wil- 
liam Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  JoSiah  Quincy,  John . 
lUadoiph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  llidgely,  Adam 
^bert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stan- 
M,  Silas  Stow,.  Lewis  B.  Siatges,  Benjamin  Tallr  • 
i&adge,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
Bavid  R.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  bill  was  then  r^ad  the  second  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

VIOLATION  OF  SBCRECy/ 

Mr.  GnuNDT,  from  the  committee  appoioted, 
oa  the  iburtb.  instant,  to  inquire  ii^bether  thec^e 


has  beeaimy,  and^  '^f?*  ^^*t.  violation  of  the 
secrecy  imposed  by  this  House  during  the  present 
session,  as  to  certain  of  its  proceedings,  made  the 
following  report : 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
directing  an  inqaiiy  to  be  made  whether  any,  and,  if 
any,  what,  violation  of  the  secrecy  imposed  by  this 
House  during  the  present  session,  as  to  certain  of  its 
proceedings,  have,  according  to  order,  proceeded  in  said 
inqi^i^f,  and  beg  leave  to  state,  that,  under  the  author- 
ity with  which  they  wero  invested  by  this  House,  they 
have  caused  to  come  before  them  four  witnesses,  whose 
testimony  on  oath  is  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

Charles  PrentiBs,'states,  that  he  furnished  to  the  edi-  * 
tors  of  the  Spirit  of  Seventy-si^  (a  paper  printed  in 
Georgetown)  the  paragraph  giving  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  .bouse  of  Representativcn,  while 
sitting  with  closed  doors  on  the  subject  of  the  embargo ; 
and  he  further  says,  that  he  did  not  revive  the  ihfbt- 
mation*  or  any  part  thereof,  which  enabled  him  to^ 
write  said  paragraph,  from  any  member  of  Congress,  or 
officer  of  this  Honse.  Upon  .being  interrogated,  he 
states,  that  he  received  the  whole  of  his  information  • 
from  NathapiaLRonnsavell,  one  of  the  editors  of  the 
Alexandria  Herald  ;  that  he  received  it  on  Wednesday, 
late  at  jiight;  and  lU  asked  Mr.  Rounsaveli,  whether 
the  injuncticm  of  secrecy  had  been  removed.  Rounaa-  . 
veil  replied  that  he  had '  not  inquired.  On  Thursday 
morning,  the  ti'ltness  spoke  to  some  of  the  members  on 
the  subject*  and  from  their  conduct  he  was  satisfied 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  had  not  been  removed ;  not- 
withstandrng  which  the  witness  sent  the  paragraph 
above  alluded  to,  to  the  editora  of  the  Spirit  of  Seven- 
ty-siz  on  Thursday. 

John  M.  Carter,  and  James  B.  Carter,  editors  of  the 
Spirit  of  Seventy -six,  state,  that  they  received ,  from. 
Mr.  Prentbs,  in  writing,  the  statement  which  appeared  ^ 
in  their  paper ;  that  they  received  no  information  on 
the  subject  from  any  member  or  officer  of  the  House. 

Nathaniel  RounsaveU,  upon  beinginterrogated,  says, 
he  composed  the  paragnaph  which  appeared  in  the 
Alexandria  Herald  of  Friday  last,  containing  a  state- 
ment of  the  secret  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives upon  the  subject  of  the  embargo ;  and  that 
he,  on  .Wednesday  night,  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
House,  derived  a  part  of  the  information  on  which  he 
was  enabled  to  give  the  detailed  account  from  the  con- 
versation of  members  of  the  House,  with  whom  he  ac- 
cidontally  fell  In  company ;  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  members,  and  they  with  him ;  the^  kneW  he 
was  present;  he  partook,  in  some  degree,  m  the  con- 
versation* 

Question  by  the  committee. 

From  the  conversation  of  what  members  did  you 
collect  the  information  of  which  you  have  spoken  ? 
.  The  witness  refused  to  answer  the  interrogatory. 

Question  2d.  At  what  place  was  the  conversation 
heldl 

Witness  refused  to  answer. 

Quesdon  Sd.  Have  you  seen  the  members  alluded 
to,  or  aity  of  them,  since  you  first  appeared  before  the 
Committed  on  Saturday  Ust  1 

Witness  likewise  relused  to  answer  this  interroga- 

Whereupon,  it  is  ordered  by  the  committee  that  the 
Sei^ant-at-Arms  detain  the  ^  said  RounsaveU  in  his 
cnatody  until  the  pleasure  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives relative  to  the  conduct  of  sai^  witness  can  be  as- 
eertained. 
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Tamer,  junior.  Robert  Whitebill,  David  R.  WiUiuiut, 
William  Widgary,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abtjah  Bigelow,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Wil- 
liam A.  Burwell,  Epaphroditus  Ohampion,  Martin 
Chitten den,,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  £ly»  James 
Emott,  Aaa  Fitch,  Thomas  H.  Gold,  Richard  Jackson* 
junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Archibald 
McBiyde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  William 
Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leon- 
ard White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Orderedy  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  specie,  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, for  a  limited  time." 

Mr.  Smilib  and  Mr.  Pleasants  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  carry  the  ^aid  bill  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  inform  them  that  the  House  of  Represent* 
'  atives  have  passed  the  same,  under  the  injunc- 
tion of  secresy,  and  to  desire  their  concurrence  in 
the  said  bill.    The  doors  were  then  opened. 


MoMDAY,  April  13. 

A  con 6 den ttal -message  was  received  from  the 
Senate  fay  a  committee  of  that  body  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  consisting  of  Mr.  Varnum  and 
Air.  Andbrson,  notifying  the  House  that  the 
Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^A&  act  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie,  ?oods,  wares, 
and  me rchaudise, for  a  limited  time,"  with  ameod^ 
ments;  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrenceof 
the  House. 

The  said  amendments  were  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table :  Wbe'd  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Golds- 
BORocciB  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefi- 
nitdy: 

And'  the  question  thereon  bein^  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  35,  nays  62,  as 
follows : 

YxAs-^John  Baker,  Harmantu  Bleecker,  James 
Breckemidge,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  A.  Burwell, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  John  Davehport,  jr.,  Wil' 
liam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Aaa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Ooidsborough,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
Pitkin;  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgley,  William  Rodman,  Daniel 
Shaffey,  Richard  Stanlbrd,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stnr- 
ges, Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  and  Thomas  WUson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.^  Esekiel  Bacon,  David 
Baid,  BurweU  Bassett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam 
Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  John  C  Cal- 
houn, Langdpn  Cheves,  John  Clopton,  WiHiam  Craw- 
lord,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Find- 
ley,  James  Ftskt  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Groodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Orundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  William 'R.  King,  Abner  Laoock, 
Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  MeKee,  Aleutnder 
MeKini,  Arunah  Metcal(  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremi- 


ah Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsbj,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleas- 
ants, jc  Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel  ,Riitggold,  John 
Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  EbensMi;  Sage,  Ebeneser 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybeit,  Samuel  Shaw, 
George  Smith,  WiUiam  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Geo. 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Da- 
vid R.  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wrighu 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  in  the 
said  amendments,  and  pissed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Smilie  and  Mr.  Pleas  ants  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  deliver  a  message  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  inform  them  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  concurred  in  their  amendment  to 
the  bill  aforesaid. 

The  doors  were  then  opened. 


TuESOAT,  April  14. 

Mr.  Crawford,  from  the  Joint  Committee  for 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
examined  an  enrolled  bill  ^^  to  prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  specie,  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, for  a  limited  time,"  and  bad  found  the  same 
to  be  truly  enrolled :  When,  the  Speaker  signed 
the  said  bill.. 

Mr.  Cbawforb  and  Mr.  Tdriver  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the 
Senate  for  the  signature  of  their  President. 

The  door«  were  then  opened ;  and  having  re- 
mained 80  for  some  time,  they  were  again  closed : 

When,  Mr.  Turner,  from  theabovementioned 
eommittee,  reported  that  the  committee  bad  pre- 
sented to  t|ie  President  of  the  United  States  the 
said  bill,  and  that  they  were  instructed  by  the 
President  to  infbrm  the  two  Houses  that  he  bad 
approved  and  signed  the'  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  injtinction  of 
secrecy  imposed  upon  the  said  bill  and  the  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  were  then  removed. 

The  doors  were  then  Opened. 


Monday,  June  1.  . 

A  confidential  Message,  in  writing,  was  re- 
ceived /rom  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  Coles,  his  Secretary;  which  he  delivered 
in  at  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  House  was  then  cleared  of  all  persons, 
except  the  Members,  Clerk,  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and  Doorkeeper,  and  the  doors  were  closed ;  and 
the  said  Message  was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

[Confidential.] 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representativet  of  the  Vhked  States  .- 

I  communicate  to  Congresa  certain  docnments,  be- 
ing a  continuation  of  those  heretofore  laid  before  them 
on  the  subject  of  our  affairs  with  Great  BriUin. 

Without  going  back  beyond  the  renewal,  in  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  of  the  war  in  which 
Great  Britain  is  engaged,  and  omitting  unrepaired 
wrongs  of  inferior  magnitude,  the  conduct  of  her 
Government  present!  a  series  of  acts,  hostile  to  the 
JU^nited  States  as  an  independent  and  neutral  natkm. 

British  cruisers  have  been  in  the  continued  practice 
of  violating  the  Aftierican  flag  on  the  great  highway 
of  nations,  and  of  aeiitng  and  canrytng  off  persons  sail- 


1626 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1620 


Supplemental^  Journal, — Preaideni's  Me8§age, 


nganier  it ;  not  in  the  ezeroBe  of  a  belligerent  right, 
ibonded  on  the  law  of  nations  against  an  enemy,  but 
t  municipal  prerogative  over  Britkh  sufc|iectB.  British 
jarisdietion  is  thus  extended  to  neutral  vessels,  in  a  sit- 
utdon  where  no  laws  can  operate  but  the  law  of  nations, 
ind  the  laws  of  |he  country  to  which  the  vessels  belong ; 
tnd  asei^redresB  is  assumed,  winch,  if  British  subjects 
weie  wrongiuOy  detained  and  alone  concerned,  is  that 
fobfitittttion  of  force,  for  a  resort  to  the  responsible  Sov- 
ercigD,  which  fails  within  the  definition  of  war.  Could 
the  teizure  of  British  subjecti,  in  such  cases,  be  re- 
garded as  within  the  exercise  of  a  belligerent  right, 
the  acknowledged  laws  of  war*  which  forbid  an  arti- 
cle of  captured  property  to  be  adjudged,  without  a  leg- 
iilar  investigation  before  a  oompetent  tribunal,  would 
imperiously  demand  the  fairest  trial,  where  the  eacred 
rights  of  persons  were  hi  issue.  •  In  place  of  such  a 
triiJ,  tbifse  rights  are  subjected  to  the  will  of  every 
pettjr  commander. .' 

The  piactide,  hence,  is  so  far  from  affecting  British 
lubjects  alone,  that,  under  the  pretext  of  searching 
ibr  these,  thoossoids  o/  Anaerican  citizens,  under  the 
safeguard  of  public  law,  and  of  their  national  flag, 
hate  been  torn  Irom  their  country,  and  from  every- 
Ihi&g  dear  to  them ;  have  been  dragged  on  board  ships 
ef  war  of  a  foreign  nation,  and  exposed,  under  the 
severities  of  their  discipline,  to.  be  exiled  to  the  most 
distant  and  deadly  ctimes,  to  liek  their  livei  in  the 
battles  of  their  oppressors,  and  to  be  melancholy  in- 
stnmeotB  of  taking  away  (hoM  of  their  own  brethren. 

Against  this  crying  enomnty  which  Great  Britain 
would  be  so  prompt  to  avenge  if  committed  against 
herself,  the  United  States  have  in  vain  exhausted  re- 
noDstrances  and  expostulations ;  and  that  no  proof 
might  be  wanting  of  their  conciliatory  diapositions,  and 
00  pretext  left  m  a  contintiance  of  the  practice,  the 
British  Government  was  formally  assured  of  tiie  readi- 
ness of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  arrangements, 
such  u  could  not  be  rgected»  if  the  recovery  of  British 
subjects  were  the  real  and  the  sole  object.  Th«  com- 
monication  pa— ed  without  effect. 

British  cruisers  have  been  in  the  practice  also  of 
violating  the  right  and  the  peace  of  our  coasts.  They 
hover  over  and  harass  our  entering^  and  departing 
commerce.  To  the  most  insulting  preteneions  they 
have  added  the  most  lawless  proceedings  in  our  very 
harhors;  and  have  wantonly  spilt  American  blood 
within  the  sanctuary  of  our  territorial  jurisdiction.  The 
principles  and  rales  enforced  by  that  nation,  when  a 
neutral  nation,  against  armed  vessels  of  belligerents 
hovering  near  hex  coasts  and  disturbing  her  commerce, 
vt  well  known.  When  called  on,  nevertiieless,  by 
the  United  States,  to  punish  the  greater  oflences  eom- 
aitted  by  her  own  vessels,  her  Government  has  be- 
itowed  on  their  commanders  additional  marks  of  honor 
ind  confidence. 

Under  pretended  blockades,  without  tiie  presence  of 
•n  adequate  force,  and  sometimes  without  the  practicaa- 
hility  of  applying  one,  our  eomtoerce  has  been  plun- 
dered in  every  sea ;  the  great  staples  of  our  country 
htve  been  cut  off  from  th^  legitimate  markets ;  and  a 
destructive  blow  aimed  at  our  agrieultucal  and  mari- 
time interests.  In  aggratation  of  these  predatory 
measures,  they  have  been  considetad  as  in  force  from 
the  dales  of  their  notification;  a  retrospective  efiect 
being  thus  added,  as  has  been  done  in  other  important 
CMes,  to  the  unlliwfulness  of  the  course  pursued.  And 
to  render  the  outrage  the  more  signal,  those  mock 
Uockadea  h&ve  been  reiterated  and  enforced  in  t^e 


face  of  official  communications  frotik  the  British  Gov- 
ernment^ declaring,  as  the  true  definition  of  a  legal 
blockade,  **  the  particular  ports  must  be  actually  in- 
.vested,  and  previous  warning  given  to  vessels  bound 
to  them,  not  to  enter." 

Not  content  with  these  occasional  expedients  for 
laying  waste  our  neutral  trade,  the  Cabinet  of  Britain 
resorted,  at  length,  to  the  sweeping  system  of  blockades, 
under  the  name  of  Orders  in  Council ;  which  has  been 
moulded  and  managed,' as  might  best  suit  its  political 
views,  its  commercial  jealousies,  or  the  avidity  of  Brit- 
ish cruisers. 

To  our  remonstrances  against  the  complicated  and 
transcendent  injustice  of  this  innovation,  the  first  reply 
was,  that  the  orders  were  reluctantly  adopted  by  Great 
Britain,  as  a  necessary  retaliation  on  decrees  of  her 
enemy,  proclaiming  a  general  blockade  of  the  British 
Isles,  at  a  time  when  the  natal  force  of  that  eaemT 
dared  not  issue  from  lus  own  ports.  She  was  reminded, 
without  effect,  that  her  own  prior  blockades,  unsup- 
ported by  en  adequate  naval  force  actually  applied  and 
continued,  were  a  bar  to  this  plea :  that  executed  edicts 
against  millions  of  our  property  could  not  be  retaliation 
on  edicts  confessedly  impossible  to  be  executed :  that 
retaliation,  to  be  just,  should  fall  on  the  party  setting 
the  gnilty  example,  not  on  an  innocent  party,  which 
was  not  even  chargeable  with  an  acquiacence  in  it. 

When  deprived  of  this  flimsy  veil  for  a  prohibition 
of  our  trade  with  her  enemy,  by  the  repeal  of  his  pro- 
hibition of  our  trade  with  Great  Britain,  her  Cabinet, 
instead  ortheir  corresponding  repeal,  or  a  practical  dis- 
eontinuanee  of  its' orders,  formally  avowed  a  determi- 
nation to  pertist  in  them  against  the  United  States, 
until  the  markets  of  her  enemy  should  be  laid  open  to 
British  products;  thus  asserting  an  obligation  on  a 
neutral  Power  to  require  one  belligerent  to  encourage, 
by  its  internal  regulations,  the  trade  of  another  bellig- 
erent ;  contradicting  her  own  practice  towards  all  na- 
tioni,  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war ;  and  betraying  the 
insincerity  of  those  professions  wliich  inculcated  a  be- 
liei^  that,  having  resorted  to  her  orders  with  regret,  she 
was  anxioua  to  find  an  occasion  for  putting  an  end  to 
them. 

Abandoning  still  more  all  respect  for  the  neutral 
rights  of  the  United  States,  and  for  its  own  consistency, 
the  British  Government  now  demands,  as  pre-requirite 
lo  a  repeal  of  its  orders  as  they  relate  to  the  United 
States,  that  a  formality  should  be  observed  in  the  repeal 
of  the  French  decrees,  no  wiie  necessary  to  their  ter- 
mination, nor  esampiified  by  British  usage ;  and  that 
the  French  repeal,  besides  including  that  portion  of 
the  deereee  which  operate  within  a  territorial  jurisdio* 
tien,  as  well  as  that  which  operates  on  the  h^  seas, 
against  the  oonunerceof  the  United  States,  should  not 
be  a  single  and  special  repeal  in  relation  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  but  should  be  extended  ta  whatever  other 
neutral  nations,  unconnected  with  them,  may  be  af- 
fected by  those  decrees.  And,  as  an  additionid  insult, 
th^  are  called  on  for  a  Ibrmal  disavowal  of  conditions  < 
and  pretensions  advanced  by  the  French  Government, 
for  which  the  United  States  are  so  for  fi«m  having 
made  themselves  rsqwnsible,  that,  in  official  explana- 
tions which  have  been  pubUshed  to  the  world,  and  in 
a  cerreipondeaoe  of  the  American  Minister  at  London 
with  the  Britirik  Mmister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  such  a 
responsibility  was  explicitly  and  emphatically  die- 
dauned. 

It  has  become,  indeed,  sufficiently  certain,  that  the 
eommerce  of  die  Vmie^  States  is  to  be  sacrificed,  not 
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u  intcrfenng  with  the  NUigerent  rights  of  Great 
Britain ;  not  a«  aapplyihg  the  wanu  of  h^r  enemiefl, 
which  she  herself  supplies ;  hut  as  ititerfering  with  the 
money  .which  she  corets  for  her  own  commerce  and 
navigation.  She  carries  on  a  war  against  the  lawful 
commerce  of  a  friend,  that  ahe  may  the  better  cany  on 
a  commerce  with  an  enemy  ;  a  commerce  pollttted  by 
the  forgeries  and  perjuries,  which  are  for,  the  most  part» 
the  oniy  passports  by  which  it  can  succeed. 

Anxious  to  make  every  ozperim«ttt  short  of  th«  last 
resort  of  injured  nations,  the  United  States  hive  with- 
held from  Great  Briuin,  under 'successive  modifications, 
the  benefits  of  a  firce  intercourse  with  their  market,  the 
.  loss  of  which  could  not  but  outweigh  the  profits  ao- 
.  cming  from  her  restrictio^is  of  our  oommeice  with  other 
nations.  And  to  entitle  these  eipeiamentstothemore 
favorable  consideration,  they  weri  so  framed  as  to  en- 
able her  to  place  her  advenary  tinder  the  ezduaive 
operatipQ  of  them.  To  these  appeals  her  Government 
has  been  equally  inflexible,  as  if  willing  to  make  sae- 
nfices  of  evety  sort,  rather  than  yield  to  the  claims  of 
jipstice,  or  renounce  the  erkon  of  a  lUse  pride.  Nay, 
BO  far  as  were  the  attempts  carried  to  overcome  the  at* 
Uchments  of  the  British  Cabinet  to  its  uniust  edicts, 
that  it  received  every  encouragement  wjthjn  the  com- 
petence of  the  Executive  branch  of  our  Government,  to 
expect  that  a  repeal  of  them  would  be  ibUawed  by  a 
war  betweo  the  United  State*  and  Franot,  unless  (he 
French  edicts  should  also  be  recalled.  £ven  this 
communication,  although  silencing  fbrevef  the  plea  of 
a  disposition  in  the  United  States  to  acquiesce  in  those 
edicts^  originally  the  sole  plea  for  them,  reoctved  no 
attention. 

If  na  other  proof  existed  of  a  predetermination  of  the 
British  Jpovemment  against  a  Jepeal  of.  its  orders,  it 
might  be  found  iii  the  corres^ndence  of  the  Miiiisfcer 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Sutes  at  London,  and 
the  British  Secretory  for  Fonign  Afllaiia,  in  one  Aou- 
Mnd  eight  hundred  and  ten,  on  the  question  whether 
the  blockade  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six,  was  considered  as  in  fbrce,  or  as  not  in  fbrbe.    It 
had  been  ascertained  that  the  French  Government, 
which  urged  this  blockade  as  the  ground  of  its  Berlin 
decree,  was  wilting,  in  the  event  of  its  Mmoval,  to  re- 
peal that  decree;  which,  being  followed  by  alternate 
repeals  of  the  other  ofilensive  edicts,  might  abolish  the 
whole  system  on  both  aidep.    This  inviting  opportu- 
nity for  aoeompUahiiig  an  object  so  important  to  the 
United  Stotes,  and  proftssed,  so  often,  to  be  the  desire 
of  both  the  belligerents,  was  made  known  to  the  Brit- 
ish Government    As  that  Government  admito  tiiat  an 
-  application  of  an  adequate  force  is  necessary  to  the 
existence  of  aiegal  blockade,  and  it  was  notoriousthat, 
if  such  a  fbrce  had  ever  been  applied,  its  long  dtscon- 
tmoance  had  annulled  the  blockade  in  qnestion,  there 
Muld  be  no  sufficient  ol^ectton  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  to  a  formal  revocation  of  it ;  and  no  imaginable 
objection  to  a  deckration  of  the  &ct  4hat  the  bk>ckade 
^    did  not  exist.  '  The  declaration  would  have  been  con- 
sistent with  her  avowed  principles  of  blockade;  and 
would  have  enabled  the  United  Stotes  to  demand  from 
France  the  pledged  repeal  of  her  decrees :  either  with 
success,  in  whidi  case  the  way  would  have  been  opened 
fi>r  a  general  repeal  of  the  belligerent  edicts ;  or  with- 
out success,  in  which  case  the  United  Stotes  would 
have  been  justifiedin  turning  their  measures  exdusiveiy 
against  France.     The    British  Government  w«uld, 
however,  neither  rescind  the  blockade,  nor  dedace  its 
non-existence ;  nor  permit  its  non-exiatence  to  b«  in- 


ferred  aud  affirmed  by  the  American  Plen^tentiary. 
Qn  the  contrary,  by  representing  the  blockade  to  be 
comprehended  in  the  Orders  in  Council,  the  United 
States  were  oompeHed  so  to  regard  it,  in  their  subee- 
quent  proceedings. 

There  was  a  period  when  a  fevoraUe  change  in  the 
policy  of  tbe  British  Cabinet  was  justly  considered  as 
established.  The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty  here,  proposed  an  adjustment  of  the 
dififerences  more  immediately  endangering  the  harmony 
of  the  two  countries.  The  proposition  was  accepted 
with  the  promptitude  and  cordiality  corresponding  with 
the  invariable  professions  of  this  GovemmenL  A  foun- 
dation appeared  to  be  laid  for  a  sincere  and  lasting  re- 
eonciliatipn.  The  prospect,  however,  quickly  vanished. 
The  whole  proceeding' was  disavowed  by  the  British 
'Govemteent,  without  any  expliinations^  whidi  could, 
at  that  time;  repress  the  belief^  that  the  disavowal  pro- 
ceeded  fix>m  a  spirit  of  hostili^  to  the  oonmereial 
righto  and  prosperity  of  the  U^ed  Statej^  And  it  has 
since  eame  into  proof,  that  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  public  Minister  was  holding  the  language  of  friend- 
ship, and  inspiring  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  the 
negotiation  with  which  he  was  charged,  a  secret  agent 
of  his  Government  was  employed  in  intrigues,  having 
for  their  pbject  a  subversion  of  our  Government  and  a 

dismemberment  of  our  happy  Union.  

.  In  reviewing  the  ccmduct  of  cireat  Britain  tnwank 
the  United  Ststes,  our  attention  is  necessarily  drawn 
to  the  warfare,  just  renewed  by  the  savages,  on  one  of 
our  extensive  £Kkntiers ;  a  'Wariare  which  is  knofwn  to 
spare  neither  age  nor  aex,  and  to  be  distinguished  by 
features  peculia^y  shocking  to  humanity.  It  ia  difli- 
cUlt  to  itccount  fbff  the  activity  and  combinations  which 
havo  for  some  time  heen  developing  themaelvea  among 
tribes  in  constant  intereourse  wi^  Britidi  traders  and 
garrisons,  without  connecting  their  butility  with  that 
influence,  and  withont  recoUeding  the  authenticated 
examples  of  suoh  hBterpositjons,  heietafiMe  fumishid 
by  the  officers  and  agenta  of  that  Government. 

Such  is  the  speetade  of  injuries  and  indig-nities 
which  have  been  heaped  on  our  country ;  and  each  the 
crisis  which  ito  unexampled  Sprbearance  and  concilia- 
toiy  effi>rta  heve  not  been  able  to  avert  It  might  at 
least  have  been  expected,  that  an  enlightened  nation, 
if  less  urged  by  moral  obKgationa,  or  invited  by  friendly 
dispositions  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statca,  would 
have  found,  in  ito  true  interest  alone,  a  auflkieiit  motive 
to  reapect  their  righto  and  their  tranquillity  on  the  high 
seas ;  that  an  enlarged  .policy  would  have  lavoted  that 
free  and  general  carcnlation  of  oommeroe  in  wUch  the 
British  nation  is  at  all  times  interested,  and  which,  in 
times  of  War,  im  the  best  alleviation  of  ito  oalafnities  to 
herself  as  well  as  to  other  belligeiento ;  and,  more  ee- 
pecially,  (hat  the  British  Cabinet,  woiild  not.  Cor  the 
sake  of  a  precarioua  and  surreptitious  intereouiae  with 
hostile  markets,  have  pesseveied  in  a  eourae  ^f  meaa- 
ures  which  Jieoessarily  put  at  haaard  the  invaluable 
market  of  a  great  and  growing  counliy^  diii^oaed  to 
cultivate  the  mutual  advantages  of  an  aetive  commerce. 

Other  councils  faava  prevailed.  Our  moderation  and 
conciliation  have  had  no  othM*  eflbct  than  to  eneonrage 
perseveimnee  and  to  enlarge  pretensions.  We  behold 
our  seafaring  eitixens^till  the  daily  vietinw  of  lawlesa  vio- 
lence, committed  on  die  great  common  and  hi^way  of 
nations,  even  within  sight  of  the  countiy*  which  owes 
them  piDtection.  We  behold  our  vessela,  freighted 
vrith  the  products  of  our  soil  and  industry,  or  retaming 
with  the  heneat  proceeds  of  them,  wxeat«d  fivm  thsir 
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Uwfol  dMtiiMtioiiB,  conflM«ted  by  pitM  eonrti,  n« 
looger  th«  oigaiM  of  public  Imw^bnC  tike  ioatrumenU  of 
arbitnry  ecU^s,  and  their  unforftQnate  trews  dupened 
and  lost,  er  lerced  or  inveigled  in  British  ports  into 
British  fleets,  whil^  arguments  are  employed  in  sup* 
port  of  these  aggrepsionsy  whieh  have  no  foundation 
bvt  in  a  principle  equally  supporting  a  claim  to  regn- 
lite  oar  eiternal  commerce  in  ail  cases  whatsoever. 

We  behold,  in  fine,  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain,  a 
sute  of  war  against  the  United  States;  and  on  the 
sde  of  the  United  States,  a  state  of  p^aoe  towards 
Great  Britain. 

Whether  the  Unit^  States  shall  continue  passive 
under  these  progressive  usurpations,  and  their  accumu- 
bting  wrongs,  or,  opposing  Kirce  to  force  in  defence  of 
their  national  rights  shall  commit  la  just  cause  into  the 
hands  of  the  Almighty  Disposer  of  events,  avoiding 
ill  eoonexions  which  might  entangle  it  in  the  contest 
or  riews  of  other  Powers,  and  preserving  a  constat 
Tesdiness  to  concur  in  an  honorable  re-establishment 
of  peace  and  friendship,  is  a  solemn  question,  which 
the  Constitution  wisely  confides  to  the  Legislatiire  De- 
putoent  of  the  Crovemment.  In  recommending  it  to 
dMir  eariy  4eiibetimtion,  I  am  happy  in  the  asauranoe, 
thit  the  dedaion  will  be  worthy  the  enlightened  and 
pstiiotic  councils  of  a  virtuous,  a  free,  and  a  powerftil 
natioD. 

Having  presented  this  view  of  t^e  relatione  of  the 
United  States  with  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  aolemn 
alternative  grofring  out  of  them,  I  proceed  to  remaik, 
that  the  communications  last  made  to  Conffrese  on 
the  mbject  of  our  relations  with  France,  wdl  have 
shown,  that,  since  the  revocation  of  her  decrees,  as 
thej  rioiated  the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States, 
her  Government  has  authorized  illegal  captures  by  iCs 
privateers  and  public  ships ;  and  that  other  outrages 
have  been  practiaed  on  our  vessels  and  our  citisens.  It 
will  have  been  seen,  also,  thrft  no  indemnity  had  been 
provided,  or  saiiBGactoriiy  pledged,  for  the  eztensiTe 
qnliations  eommitted  Under  the  violent  and  retrospec- 
tive orders  of  the  French  Government  agunsi'the  pro- 
perty of  our  citizens^  seized  within  the  Juiiadi<ftion  of 
France.  I  abstain,  at  this  time,  from  recommending 
to  the  oonsideration  of  Congress  definitive  measures 
vrith  respect  to  that  nation,  in  the  expectation  •that  the 
rasoit  of  undoeed  discussions  between  our  Minister 
Plenipetentiary  at  Paris  and  the  Freftoh  Government 
will  speedily  enable  Congress  to  decide,  with  greater 
advantage,  on  tive  ooune  due  to  the  rightsb  the  intereatsy 
and  the  honor,  of  our  country* 

JAMBS  MABISGN. 

WisauoTOK,  June  1,  1813.    . 

A  motion  wna  then  made  by  Mr.  Randolph, 
that  the  said  message  be- referred  to  the  Commit- 
tec  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union : 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken^  it  was 
^termined  in  the  negative — yeas  37,  nays,  85,  as 
follows  : 

Tiis~4ohn  Baker,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Jafmes 
Breckenrtdge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
pon,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Pitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Ljman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Archibald  McBryde, 
James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Pottor,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
WiUiam  Rodman,  Richard  SUnford,  Philip  Stuart, 
Lewis  B.  Btosges^  George  Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart^ 


Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Pierre  Van  Corflandt,  jun.,  La« 
ban  Wfaeaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Wijli%m  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  David  Bard,  Josish  Bartlett,  Bnrwell 
Bassett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WilUam 
Butler,  John  Ci  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  James 
Cochran,  John  Gtopion,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  EHas  Earle,  WilKam  Findley,  James  Fide, 
Thomas  Oholson,  I^terson  Ooodwyn,  Isaiah  L.^  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.Har- 
per, Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hofty,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,' 
Abner  Laeoek,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  WiUiam 
Lowndea,  Aaron  Lyte,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
Moore,  WUliam  JMcCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKiffl,  Amnah  Metcali;  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  Jamea 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Mdrrow,  Hugh.  Nelson,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Nenrbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Orasby,  Israel  Fickens,  WiUiam  Piper,  James  Pieaa- 
aists,  jun*,  Benjamin  Pond,  WiUiam  M.  Bichardson, 
Samuel-  Ringg<^,  John  Rhea*  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
RoherU,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneier 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  WUHam  Strong,  John  Tal- 
iafenro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charies  Turner,  jr.,  Robert 
WhitehiU,  Davhl  R.  WiUiams,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  the  Mes- 
sage was  referred  to  n  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  P/esident's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  ottr  foreign  relations. 


Tuesday,  June  2. 
The  House  met,  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Wepnebday,  June  3. 
REPORT  ON  FORBIGN  RELATIONS. 
Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  first  in- 
stant, made  a  report,  statiog  at  lai^e  the  causes 
and  reasons  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain,*  which, 
being  read,  Mr.  domoY  moYed  that  tbe  doors  be 
now  opened,  that  tbe  inju action  of  secrecy  on 
the  said  Message  be  reiDOYed,  that  the  same  be 
promalgated,  and  that  tbe  subsequent  proceedings 
thereupon  be  had  with  open  doors;  and  the 
<|ae$t)On  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
IB  the  negative— yeas  46,  nays  76.  as  follows : 

'  YsAs-^ohn  Baker,  -  Harmanns  Bleecker,  Adam 
Bejd,  Jamea  Bvackenridge,  Sitjah  Brigham,  Epaphro* 
dims  Ohaapion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomaa  B.  Cooke, 
John  Davenport,  jan^  WiUiam  £ly,  James  fimott, 
Aen  Fitch,  Thonaa  R.  GeM,  Chariea  Ooldaborongh, 
AyleU  Hawes,  Jaeoh  Hnfty,  Riehard  Jadieon,  jun., 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Jeeeph  Lewie,  jr.,  Na- 
thaniel Maeon,  Archibald.  McBryde,  James  Milnor, 
Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joeeph  Pear- 
eon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn.,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Qmney,  John  Randolph,  WUUam  Reed,  WiUiam  M . 
Riehardion^  Henry  M.  Bidgely,  Wmiam  Rodman, 
Richard  Stanford,  PhUip  Stnart,  Lewis  B.  Storges , 


*  For  this  report,  see  afi/e,  page  1646. 
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George  SuUiTmn,  SamiMf  TaggaH,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Un- Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jnh,,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  Williams,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats  —  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson, 
Stevenson  Archer,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackkdge, 
■Robert  Brown,  WilUam  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves*  James  Cochran, 
John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford, 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
1>insmo(»r,  Elias  Earle,  WUliam  Findley,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodm^rn,  Isaiah  L*  Green,  Felix 
•Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M*  Johnson,  Joseph 
Kent,  WiHtam  R.  King,  Abnte  Lacock,  Joseph  Le- 
aver, Peter  Little,  Wtltiaiii  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy, 
Samuel  MeKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitdiil), 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun., 
Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeaezer  Sage,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  SejT' 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  j'ohn  Smith, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Qeorge  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Robert  Wright; 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Randolph 
that  the  proceedings  upon  the  said  Message  of 
the  President  be  had  and  conducted  with  open 
doors  $  and  the  question,  thereon  being  (ake&j  it 
wa&  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  45,  nays 
77,  as  follows: 

Yaas  — John  Baker,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Hannanus 
Bleecker^  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckeniidge,  EKjah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditns  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  William  £ly, 
James  Epiott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold>  Charles 
€h>ldsbor0Uffh,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  James  Milaor, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pit^ 
kin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joeiah'Qniney,  John  Ran- 
dolph, William  Reed,  William  M.  Richudson,  Henry 
M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stuiges,  George  SuUivmn, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallnudge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  David  R.  WUliams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WilUam  Aadenon,  Ste- 
venson Ardier,  David  Banl,  Burwell  Biseett,  WiUiam 
W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Robert  Biown,  Wil- 
liam  A«  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Jefan  C.  Calhoun, 
Langdon  Cheves,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis 
Coadiet,  William  Crawford,  Ro^er  DavM,  John  Daw- 
son, Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dmameor,  Elias  Barle, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peter- 
eon  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boil- 
ing Hall,  Obed  HaH,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Huify, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Riehazd  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  R.  King»  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Leftver, 
Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  MpKim,  Amnah  Metcatf,  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Antfiony  New,  Thamas  Newbold,  Thomas 


Nevrton,  Stephen  O^rmsby,  Israel  Piekenr,  William 
Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonadian  Roberts, 
Ebenexer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeaezer  Seaver, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong  John  Taliaferro, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charleft  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  White- 
hUl,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calboun,  the  said  report 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DECLARATION  OF  WAR. 

On  a  hiotion  made,  and  leave  gWeo,  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, from  the  same  committee,  presented  a  bill 
deckring  war  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
dependencies  and  the  United  States  and  their 
territories ;  which  was  read  (be  first  time ;  and 
opposition  being  made  thereto  by  Mr.  Ranoolph, 
the  qaestioB  was  taken  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
tbe  rules  and  orders  of  jhe  House,  to  wit :  ^*  Shall 
the  bill  be  rejected?"  And  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  45,  nays  76,  as  follows; 

YxAS — John  Baker,  Joaiah  Bartlett,  Hannanus 
dleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breekenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Chanipion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  WB- 
liam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles.  Ooldsborough,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson, 
jr.j  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jr., 
Archibald  McBryde,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qttincy,  John  Randdph,  William 
Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Richard 
SUnford,  Philip  8tuart,  Lewis  B.  Stuigea,  George 
SuUitan,  Samuel  Taggirt,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Uri 
Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Corilandt,  jun.,  Lahan  Wheaton, 
Leonatd  White,  and  Thomas  Wilaon. 

Nats— -WilUs  AlsCon,  jun.,  William  Anderaon, 
Stevenson  Archer,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bihb,  William  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown, 
WilUam  A.  BurweU,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Langdon  Chevea,  James  Cochran,  John  Clop- 
ton, Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford  Roger  Davis, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  WiUiam  Findley,  James  Fiik,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  HaU,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock, 
Josei^  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwefl,  ThMnaa 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Jamea  Morgan*  Jeremiah  I^«row,  Hogh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Israel  rickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleas- 
ants, jun.,  Benjamin  Pond^  William  M.  Richardson, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammona,  Ebeneier 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  John 
Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun., 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WiUiams,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

The  bill  was  then  read  tbe  second  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cominittee  of 
(he  whole  House  on  the  s^ld  biUi  aod,  after  some 
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time  fpeot  iherein,  Mr.  Speaker  resamed  the 
Chair,  and  Air.  Bassett  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  bad  the  said  bill  uoder  coosideratioo. 
and  made  some  progress  tiiereto,  aad  had  directed 
him  to  ask  leare  to  sit  a^aio. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  have  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  said  bill. 

Aod  then  the  House  adiouroed  until  to-morrow 
moroiof  eleren  o'clock. 


Tbursdat,  June  4. 

A  motion  was  made  hy  Mr.  Milnor  that  the 
doors  of  the  House  be  now  opened  ;  and  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bUl  declaring 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies 
aod  the  United  States  and  their,  territories;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  re- 
Bumed  the  Chair^aBd  Mr.  Bassbtt  re^rted  that 
the  committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  con« 
sideratioo,  and  laade  no  amendment  thereto. 

A  motioQ  was  then  made  by  Mr.  dnmoY  to 
amend  the  said  bill,  by  adding  thereto  a  new  sec- 
lioo,  as  folio 


•Sic. — .  And  he  it  further  enaetedf  That,  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  act,  entitled  *'An 
tct  coneeming  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purpoaes,"  passed 
the  fifrt  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ten;  and,  alsojtha  act,  entitled  '*An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entiUed  'An  act  concerning  the  commercial 
intereoam  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit* 
tin  and  Frmnce  and  their  dependencies,  and  ibr  other 
poipotes,"  psssed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
and  eight  hundred  and  eleven ;  and,  also,  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and 
▼esaelt  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States 
for  a  limited  time,'*  passed  the  fourth,  day  of  April, 
one  thoQsand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  are,  repealed." 

A  motion  waa  thereupon  pnade  by  Mr.NEi^ 
SON,  that  the  bill  and  the  proposed  amendment 
be  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
HoQse: 

And  the  qaestion  thercoo  being  taken,  it  was 
detenainei  in  the  negative. 

The  queatioa  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  CIvihot  ;  ami  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  42,  nayt  82,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Jofaa  Baker,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Ghampion» 
Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B.Cooke, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Golds- 
boroogb,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Ly- 
man Law,  Joaeph  Lewis,  Junior,  Archibald  McBryde, 
James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Jo- 
leph  Pearsoo,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Jofiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Wil- 
liam  M.  Richardaen,  Henry  U.  Ridgely,  William  Rod- 
man, Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George  SuUi- 
▼ui,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,/ 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  La^an  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 
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Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  AndersoiH 
Stevenson  Archer,  David  Bard,  Jostah  Bartlett,  Bur« 
well  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUliam  Blackledga, 
Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown.  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr, 
James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condlct,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
Thomas  GhoWn,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
PeUx  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 

esr,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
ichard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Abaer  Lacock,  Joseph  Lafever,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomaa  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  Mcv 
Kee,  Alexander  McKim,.  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L. 
Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony 
New,  Thomaa  Newbold,  Thomaa  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleaa* 
ants,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberta,  Ebeneser  Sage, 
Thomaa  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier^ 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M» 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  Da- 
vid R.  Wiltiams,  William  Widgeiy,  Richard  Winn,, 
and  Robert  Wright 

No  other  amendment  being  proposed  to  the 
said  bill,  the  question  was  taken  that  it  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time;  and  paased  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  78,  nays  45,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  WiiUam  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Fran- 
da  Carr,  Langdon  Cheves,  James  Cochran,  John  Clop- 
ton, Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Eliat 
Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son,  PetanoB  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grnn* 
dy,  BoUiag  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawea,  John  M.  HyAeman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph' 
Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle^ 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy, 
Samuel  MeKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitcfain, 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  An- 
thony New,  Thomaa  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Et>eneser  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William 
Strong,  John  Tsliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams, 
WiHiam  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

NATS;<-John  Baker,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Hamsaana 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyii,  Jamea  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epapbroditua  Champion,  Martin  Chittenp 
den,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  WilUam 
Ely,  Jamea  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomaa  R.  Gold,  Chaa. 
Ooldsborough,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  junior* 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Arunah  Metcali; 
James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newton, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
ter, Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed, 
Henry  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Richard  Stanford, 
Pldlip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.   Sturges,  George   Sullivan, 
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Bamuel  Ta^gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Pierre  Van  Gortlandt,  jr.  Laban  Wheatou,  Leonard 
White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-day. 

The  said  bill  was  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  accordingly,  and  the  question  stated  that  the 
same  do  pass:  Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Randolph,  that  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  said  bill  be  postponed  until  the  first  Mon- 
day Id  October  next;  and  the  question  thereon 
being  taken,  it  was  determiaed  in  the  negative — 
yeas  42,  nays  81,  as  follows  : 

YsA.s — John  Baker,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Harmanus 
Bieecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditqs  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely, 
James  Emott,  Asa  Pitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldsboroagh,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Arclubald  Mc- 
Bryde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas 
Piewbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Eltsha 
R.  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William 
Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Staart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  Jan.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Andersoln,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  Burwell,  William  Bntler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Fran- 
ois  Carr,  Langdon  Chev^,  James  Cochran»  John  Clop^ 
ton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsnoor,  Elias 
Earle,  William  Fiudley,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Ofaolson, 
Peterson  Goodwya,  Isi^iah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
BolUng  Hall,  Qbed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawes,  John  M*  Hyneman,  Rich*d  M.  Johnson,  Joseph 
Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefe- 
ver,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Na* 
thaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcalf^  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  Now,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  WiU 
Itam  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Wil- 
liam M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea, 
John  Rofne,  Jopathan  Rob^tiv  Ebeneser  Sage,  Ebene- 
er  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  Geoige  Smith,  John  Smith,  WiUiam 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Ghades 
Turner,  jr.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  Williams,  Wil- 
liam  Widgery,  Qickard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

A  motion  was  then  madeliy  Mr.  Stow,  that  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  said  bill  be  postponed 
Btttll  to-morrow  j  and  the  question  thereon  being 
taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
48,  nays  78,  as  follows : 

TxAS — Daniel  Avery,  John  Baker,  Josiah  Bartlett, 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge, 
Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jui^ior, 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  (yharles  Goldsborough,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard 
Jackson,  junior,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley, 


Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin* 
junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joisiah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rod- 
man,  Thomas  Sanraions,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip 
Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George  Sullivan, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonanl 
White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  William  Andenon,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  David  Bnd,  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  WUliam  BUckledge,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Fran- 
cis Carr,  Langdon  Cheves,  James  Cochran,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Lewis  Condict,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
John  DawfK>n,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  EHas 
Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholsoa, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wil- 
ham  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter 
Little^  William  Lowndes,.  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Moi|;an« 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Tho- 
mas NevHon,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pidcena,  Wil- 
liam Piper,  James  Pleasants,'junior,  Benjamin  Poad, 
William  M.  Richardson  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberta,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Ebene- 
zer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Cbarlea 
Turner,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williama, 
William  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

A  raotioD  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Goldbbor- 
ODGH,  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn;  and  the 
question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  43,  nays  82,  as  follovirs: 

Yeas — Daniel  Avery,  John  Baker,  Harmanus  Bleec- 
ker, James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphro- 
ditus Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, Thomas  B.  Cooke, 
John  Davenport,  junior^  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsboroagh, 
Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Archibald 
McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thom- 
as Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  JosiAb  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Wil- 
liam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman, 
Thomas  Sammona,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  8tnart„ 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturgeiw  Samuel  Taggwi,  Ben* 
jamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy»  Pierre  Van  CortUndt, 
jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas 
Wilson. 

Nats — WUlis  Alston,  jun^  William  ^derson,  Ste- 
▼enson  Archer,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Banlett,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Langdon 
Cheves,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Find- 
ley,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn, Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacoh 
Hufly,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph 
I  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron'  Ljle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoj, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim  Arunah  Metcmli; 
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flannel  I«.  Mit^ill,  JaaiM  Moigan,  Jeremnh  Harfw, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  NewtoH,  Btophan  Ontasby, 
Igrael  Pickens,  Wiliiam  Piper^  James  Pleasants*  Jan., 
Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roans,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  Junior,  Robert  Whitehill, 
DsTid  R.  VTilUams,  William  W^idgeiy,  Richard  Winn, 
snd  Robert  "Wright. 

The  question  was  (hen  (akeo,  that  the  said  bill 
do  pass;  and  resolved  ia  the  affirmative — yeas 
79,  Days  49,  as  follows: 

Ykaa — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  AadersoD» 
Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Bur- 
well  BassaU,  William  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WiUiam  Butler, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Langdon  Cheves, 
James  Co<^ran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Smmnel  Dinsmoor,  Elfas  Earle,  William  Find- 
ley,  James  Fiek,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  OoodwyD, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Halt,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  Ri^iard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WiUiam  R. 
King,  Abner  Laceck,  Joseph  Lefever,  Petet  Little, 
Wiiliam  JLiOwades,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Thomas  Moore,  WiUttm  McCoy,  Samuel  MtKee^ 
Alexander  McKim,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Monow> 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste- 
phen Ormsbyy  Lvael  Picken%  William  Piper,  James 
Pleasants,  junior,  Beqjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Rich- 
ardson, Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane^ 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smi- 
lie, George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  John 
Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  William  Widg- 
ery,  Richanl  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Natb^ — ^John  Baker,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Hermanns 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigbam,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  Jan.,  William 
£iy,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Chas. 
Goldsborong^,  Jacob  Hufty,  Rtdiard  Jackson,  jon., 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
George  C  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Anwah 
MeCcal^  Janes  Milnor,  SmumI  L.  MitchiU,  Jonathan 
O.  Meselej,  Thomas  NewboU^  Joseph  Pearsoo,  Tim* 
othy  Pitldn,  jno.,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quiaey, 
John  Randolph,  William  Reed.  Heniy  M.  Ridgely, 
Wiilism  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Richard  Sun^ 
fold,  Philip  St|i«^  ^'^^^  3^^>  hem*  B.  StUrges, 
Gm^e  SuUtvan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Bex\|amin  Tall- 
madge,  Peleg  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  junior,  Lahah  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and 
Thorn ae  Wilson. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be,  *'  An  act  declaring 
war  between  Great  Britain  aad  her  dependencies, 
and  the  Uoited  Slates  and  their  Territories." 

Mr.  PoiND£XTESR  iQored  to  hare  inserted  on 
the  Journal,  a  declaraiioa  in  the  fuiluwing  words : 

«*  G^rge  Poindester,  Delegate  from  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  not  having  a  constitutional  right  to  record 
hk  soB^age  on  the  Journals  of  the  Hoase,  oa  the  im- 
portant qoeslion  under  consideration,  ^d  being  pen- 
ctnted  with  a  firm  conviction  of  the  propriety  of  the 


measure,  asks  the  indalgence  of  the  House  to  expreei 
his  own  and  the  sense  of  his  constituents,  in  support 
of  the  honorable  and  dignified  attitude  which  the  GK>t- 
emment  of  his  country  has  assumed,  in  vindication  of 
its  rights  against  the  lawless  violence  and  unprece- 
dented usurpations  of  the  Government  of  Great  Brit* 
ain." 

The  said  paper  was  read|  and  laid  on  the  tahle. 

Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Finoley  were  appointed 
a  comtnittee  to  carry  the  bill,  entitled  <*  An  act  de- 
claring war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  de- 
peodeQcies,  aod  the  United  States  and  their  Ter- 
ritories," to  the  Senate,  and  to  ioform  them  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  hare  passed  the 
same^  in  confidence,  aad  to  request  their  concur- 
rence therein.. 

From  the  Alexandria  Oazette,  June  24, 1818. 

[The  following  speech  was  prepared,  with  the 
intention  of  being  deltfered  on  the  roomentoas 
question  of  a  declaration  of  war  against  Great 
Britain.  As  that  question  was  considered  only 
with  closed  doors*  the  minority,  after  failing  in 
erery  attempt  to  obtain  a  public  discussion,  came 
to  a  determination  not  to  debate  a  question  of  so 
much  importance  in  secret.  They,  therefore,  gave 
a  silent  vote.  Being  desirous  of  spreading  my 
sentiments  before  the  public,  especially  with  a 
view  to  their  reaching  that  part  of  the  commu- 
nity which  has  more  immediately  honored  me 
with  this  confidence,  I  publish  my  observations, 
in  matter  and  form  precisely  as  I  intended  to 
have  delivered  them  in  the  House  of  Represeota* 
tires,  S.  Taggart.] 

Mr.  SpgAKGR:  I  consider  the  question  now 
before  the  House  as  the  most  important  of  any 
on  which  I  have  been  called  upon  to  decide  since 
I  have  been  honored  with  a  seat  in  this  House, 
whether  it  can  be  considered  in  relation  to  ita 
principles  or  consequences.  It  is  no  less  than 
wtiether  I  will  give  my  rote  to  change  the  peace* 
ful  habits  of  the  people  of  the  Uoited  States  for 
the  attitude  of  war  and  the  din  of  arms,  and 
familiarize  our  citizens  with  blood  and  slaughter, 
i  am  happy  to  hod  that,  so  far  as  my  own  con- 
duct is  concerned,  the  clearest  conviction  of  duty 
faariBonizef  with  my  own  inclination.  Having 
been  long  conversant  in  the  quiet  walks  of  civU 
life,  and  in  the  exerpise  of  a  profession,  one  im- 
portant part  of  the  duties  of  which  is  to  incul- 
cate peace  and  good  will  both  towards  and  among 
men,  I  cannot  contemplate  my  country  as  on  the 
verge  of  a  war^  especially  of  a  war  which  to  ma 
appeah  both  unnecessary  and  impolitic  in  the 
outset,  and  which  will  probably  prore  disastrous 
in  the  issue;  a  war  which,  in  my  view,  goes  to 
put  not  only  the  lives  and  property  of  our  most 
valuable  citizens,  but  also  our  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence itself,  at  hazard,  without  experiencing 
the  most  painful  sensations.  Believing,  as  1 
most  conscientiously  do,  that  a  war,  at  this  time, 
would  jeopardize  the  hest.  the  most  vital  inter- 
ests, of  the  country  which  gave  me  birth,  and  in 
which  is  contained  all  that  I  hold  near  and  dear 
in  life,  I  have,  so  far  as  depended  upon  my  rote, 
uniformlf  opposed  every  measure  which  1  be- 
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li«Ted  had  a  direct  teodeDcy  to  lead  to  war.  I 
voted  to  fill  up  the  regiments  on  the  present 
Peace  Establishment^  because  the  situation  of  our 
affairs  on  the  frontier  appeared  to  render  that 
measure  necessary,  independent  of  any  reference 
to  a  state  of  war  with  any  foreign  Power.  I 
voted  against  the  additional  army  of  twenty-fire 
thousand,  the  fifty  thoiisand  volunteers;  and  the 
i)iU  authorizing  the  detachment  of  one  thousand 
militia,  because  they  were  expressly  declared  to 
be  war  measures.  For  the  same  reasons  I  also 
voted  against  the  $11,000,000  loan,  as  well  as  the 
resolutions  recommending  what  appeared  to  me 
an  odious  and  oppressive  system  ot  internal  taxa- 
tion, which  a  state  of  war  could  only  render  ne- 
cessary, but  which,  on  the  happening  of  that 
event;  will-  be  found  not  only  oppressire  on  clie 
people,  but  every  way  inadequate  to  the  contem- 
plated object.  During  nine  years,  in  which  I 
have  been  honored  with  a  seat  in  this  Houae,  I 
have,  for  the  most  part,  contented  myself  with 
giving  my  vote  in  silence.  It  is,  1  believe,  more 
than  two  years  since  I  have  taken  up  any  of  the 
time  of  the  House  in  debate ;  but,  on  the  present 
occasion,  a  sense  of  duty  requires  that  I  should 
not  be  silent.  However  reluctant  some  gentle- 
men may  be  to  listen  to  long  speeches,  I  shall  not 
lengthen  mine  by  making  any  apology  for  the 
time  I  s^all  consume  on  the  present  occasion. 

Among  many  very  wise  observations  of  the 
wisest  of  men,  who,  although  an  absolute  and 
very  powerful  monarch,  it  is.  observable,  never 
engaged  in  any  war,  this  is  one.  With  good  ad- 
vice make  war.  This  is  a  maxim  which  is  pecu- 
liarly applicable  to  ofiensfve  wars^  With  respect 
to  such  wars  as  are  purely  defensive,  nations  are, 
many  times,  not  left  to  their  own  chY>ice.  An* 
other  nation,  either  more  ambitious  or  more  pow- 
erful, invades  an  inoffensive  neighbor,  with  a 
view  to  conquest.  The  nation  invaded  has  no 
choice  leA  but  either  resistance  or  submission. 
No  doubt  such  unprovoked  aggresiiioas  legalize 
war.  Whether  offensive  war  is  in  any  case,  and 
under  any  circumstances,  justifiable,  is  a  question 
which  ought  to  be  maturely  considered.  With- 
out attempting  either  a  decision,  or  a  discussion 
of  it,  at  this  time,  I  shall  take  it  for  granted,  that 
it  will  be  on  all  hands  conceded  that  offensive  war 
ought  not  to  be  waged,  unless  where  the  causes 
are  great,  and  the  call  peculiarly  urgent.  No 
one  pretends  that  the  war  in  which  we  propose 
to  engage  is  purely  defensive.  No  hostile  arma- 
ment that  I  -know  of  is  upon  our  border,  menac- 
ing invasion,  or  endeavoring  to  effect  a  lodge- 
ment on  our  soil.  No  hostile  fleet  is  hovering 
on  our  coast  and  menacing  our  cities  with  either 

Elunder  or  destruction.  None  of  our  cities  are 
esieged,  nor  is  our  internal  tranquillity  threat- 
ened by  a  foreign  invader.  As  it  respects  any 
disturbance  from  the  foreign  enemy  with  whom 
we  contemplate  to  be  at  war,  we  may  both  lie 
down  in  peace,  and  sleep  in  safety  in  the  most 
exposed  situation  in  the  country  without  anyone 
to  disturb  our  repose.  We  contemplate  the  inva- 
sion of  a  foreign  territory,  to  which  no  one  pre- 
tends we  have  any  right,  unless  one  to  be  ac- 


quired by  conquest.    It  is  to  be  a  War  of  conqosst 
upon  land,  undertaken  with  a  view  to  obtain  rep- 
aration fbr  injuries  we  have  sustained  on  the 
water.    In  the  first  pkce^  although  our  honor  is 
said  to  be  concerned  in  it,  and  that  it  is  a  war 
which  cannot,  consistent  with  honor,-  be  avoided, 
I  can  see  nothing  very  honorable  in  it.   We  make 
war  upon  Canada  because  it  is  supposed  to  be 
defenceless,  or  at  least  so  much  as  to  afford  an 
easy  conquest.    Such  a  great,  powerful,  and  val- 
iant nation  as  the  United  States  have  been  fre- 
quently represented  in  this  House,  would,  as  it 
would  seem,  be  rather  disposed  to  brave  dan- 
gers and  surmount  difficulties,  than  seize  upon  a 
victory  from  which  they  could  reap  no  laurels, 
merely  because  it  conld  be  obtained  without  effort. 
If  Canada  is  weak,  it  is  equally  inoffensive ;  and, 
in  that  view,  its  very  weakness  ought  to  be  its 
defence  against  a  great  and  magnanimons  nation. 
The  Canadians  have  done  us  no  wrong.     They 
have  been  quiet  and  inoffensive  neighbors,  will- 
ing to  trade  with  us,  and  to  buy  and  sell  on  the 
principles  of  fair,  reciprocity.    They  have  mani- 
fested do  disposition  to  covet  either  our  wealth  or 
our  territory.    Now  A  injures  fi,  but  happens  to 
be  a  more  powerful  man  than  B ;  next  neighbor, 
C'  B,  instead  of  seeking  reparation  of  the  injury 
from  A,  of  whom  it  is  due,  but  from  whom  it  is 
doubtful  whether  it  can  be  obuined,  takes  re- 
venge of  C,  who  had  done  him  no  wrong,  by 
doing  htm  a  much  greater  injury  than  the  one  he 
had  received  of  A.    Canada  has  issued  no  Orders 
in  Council  which  obstruct  our  commerce  to  any 
part  of  the  world.    She  has  not  impressed  our 
seamen,  taken  our  ships,  confiscated  our  property, 
nor  in  any  other  respect  treated  us  ill.     All  the 
crime  alleged  against  Canada  or  the  Canadians, 
is  that,  without  any  act  of  their  own,  they  are 
connected  with,  and  under  the  protection  of  a 
nation  which  has  injured  us  on  the  ocean.     For 
this  reason,  and  this  alone,  a  war  is  to  be  carried 
into  the  heart  of  the  country;  and  her  peaceful 
plains,  the  abodes  of  innocence  and  virtae,  at  least 
with  respect  to  the  United  States,  are  to  be  con- 
verted into  fields  of  blood  and  slaughter,  and  her 
cities  are  to  be  laid  ia  ruiai—- that  is.  if  they  do 
not  submit,  on  siuoaoas,  to  the  imperioua  man- 
date of  the  rude  invader,  who  has  no  other  claina 
to  either  obedience  or  submission  than  foree.     la 
what  point  of  view  wouM  we  eonsider  the  man, 
who,  having  received  a  supposed  era  real  iajtiry^ 
from  the  parent,  from  whom  the  obtaining  of  a 
redress  was  probably  impracticable,  should  wreak 
his  vengeance  upon  an  unoffending  child,  merely 
because  unable  to  resist?    An  instant  glow   of 
indignation  would  arise  in  every  countenance 
against  such  conduct.    However  this  may  com* 
port  with   those  maxims  of  political   morality, 
which  are  but  too  frequently  applied  to  natioQal 
quarrels,  yet  weigfhed  in  the  balances  of  that 
common  justice  and  morality  which  I  trust  ^re 
profess  to  be  a  rale  which  ought  to  be  applied 
both  to  national  and  individual  transactions,  ic 
will  be  found  wanting. 

But,  admitting  that  what  is  usually  called  offen- 
sive war  may,  at  sometimes,  be  not  only  lawFul 
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bat  neecsMiry,  good  td? ice  is  etiaallf  neeessary, 
or  sCroDg  mod  powerfai  reasons  ought  to  exist,  be- 
fore a  naiioa  throws  itself  into  the  attitude  of 
war.  Iq  an  inquiry  whether  a  war  be  not  only 
jost,  hot  Deeeaaary,  ouratteotioo  raaj  be  properly 
torned  to  the  foUowiog  points :  1st.  To  the  causes 
of  war.  2d.  To  our  present  Mtuation  to  make 
that  war.  3d.  To  the  objects  which  it  is  pro* 
posed  to  obtain  by  war.  4th.  To  the  necessity  of, 
war  for  the  pnrpose  of  bbtsintng  those  obj^ts, 
and  the  probability  that  it  will  be  effectnal  tu  the 
end  contemplated.  I  hope  I  sbalt  experience  the 
iadulffeaee  of  the  House  while  I  attempt  a  few 
miscdianeoiia  obserTations  on  these  ^points,  al- 
though probably  not  strictly  in  the  order  in  which 
they  have  been  mentioned.  It  is  undoubtedly  tme 
that,  ereu  where  a  sufficient  cause  of  war,  or 
rather  a  saffieient  prorocation  ca#ar  exists,  every 
motire  derired  from  either  expediency  or  policy, 
may  be  in  opposition  to  that  war.  There  may 
he  either  a  wsint  of  ability  to  wage  that  war  with 
effect,  or  there  may  be  no  object  to  be  obtained 
of  sufficient  importance  to  warradt  the  aneertain 
issue  of  a  war.  Many  injuries  may  be  received 
by  one  natioa  from  another,  which  it  would  be 
the  height  of  folly  and  madness  to  atteinpt  to 
avenge  oy  the  sword,  as  when  the  attempt  itself 
coold  have  no  other  effect  than  to  expose  to  an- 
other aada  greater  injury.  Suppose,  for  instance, 
that  either  a  piratical  fleet,  ameaable'io  no  regu- 
lar government,  or  a  fleet  belongidg  to  a  power 
having  no  connexions  on  this  continent,  with 
whom  we  bad  no  intercourse,  and  which  was^  for 
•ome  reasons,  wholly  inaccessible  by  as,  should 
eommic  some  sudden  depredations  on  our  coast, 
by  either  plundering  or  burning  one  of  our  cities, 
or  laying  it  nader  a  contribution^  to  which  the 
inhabitanta  found  it  necessary  to  submit,  to  save 
their  habitations  from  the  flames,  this  would  be 
a  saffieient  cause  of  war,  an  ontrage  which  would 
merit  chastisement  by  the  sword.  But  supposing 
that,  before  a  sufficient  force  could  be  cbliected 
for  the  purpose,  the  enemy  was  gone  beyond  oar 
reach,  and  the  probability  was,  that  we  should 
never  more  come  into  contact;  this  might  be  a 
efficient  reason  why  efficient  measures  ought  to 
he  taken  to  prevent  such  aggressions,  or  repel 
such  insults  in  future.  But  there  could  be  no  use 
io  expending  millions  to  raise  an  army,  which, 
when  raised,  we  eoold  not  brio^  within  three 
thonsand  miles  of  the  Power  which  had  injured 
OS;  or  in  formally  declaring  a  war  which  we  did 
not  possess  the  means  of  waging  with  effect.  I 
do  not  state  this  as,  in  all  respects,  parallel  to 
the  present' ease,  but  I  state  it  as  a  case  which 
might  occur,  in  which  there  would  be  sufficient 
provocation  to  war,  but  one  in  which  an  attempt 
to  make  it  would  be  unwise  and  impolitic  in  the 
commencement,  and  fruitless  in  the  end.  I  do 
not  «ay  that  we  have  no  cause  of  war  at  present, 
or  that  we  have  received  no  injuries  from  foreign 
nations.  Great  Britain  has,  wrthodt  doubt,  in- 
jured OS.  So  has  France;  so  has  Denmark.  ln« 
deed  we  can  scarcely  point  to  a  single  Buropean 
nation  Which  has  not  iojured  us  more  or  less. 
Each  of  the  two  latter  baa  done  ua  infinitely 


more  injury,  compared  with  the  extent  of  their 
means,  than  Great  Britain.  Yet  it  seems  that, 
while  we  tamely  submit  to  the  injuries  of  other 
nations,  we  are  disposed  to  select  that  natioa 
alone  for  our  enemv  with  whom  we  have  the 
greatest  interest  in  oeing  at  peace,  and  who  is 
able  to  do  us  the  most  harm  in  the  event  of  a 
war.  I  have  no  disposition  to  appear  the  advocate 
of  either  the  Orders  in  Council,  the- blockading 
system,  or  the  impresstnents  of  thd  one  Power, 
or  of  toe  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  the  treacher- 
ous seizore  of  our  property  in  port,  where  the 
owner  supposed  it  secnre  under  the  protection  of 
the  laws,  or  the  immuring  of  our  seamen  in  dun- 
geons, and  compelling  them,  as  the  only  alterna- 
tive, to  serve  on  boanl  her  privateers,  practised 
by  the  other.  Much  less  would  I  auempt  to 
make  an  apology  for  her  repeated  burning  of  our 
vessels  at  sea,  a  fact,  of  the  reality  of  which  we 
have  almost  everjr  day  fresh  proofs ;  sometimes 
onder  the  stale  and  false  pretence  of  their  being 
British  vessels  and  British  property,  and,  at  oth- 
ers, without  so  much  as  an  attempt  to  cloak  the 
outrage  with  that  flimsy  veil,  or  with  her  bub- 
bling us  with  a  pretended  repeal  of  her  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees,  with  a  promise  which  she 
never  has,  nor  ever  meant  to  fulfil  in  good  ftiith, 
while  they  were  never  csrried  into  more  rigorous 
execution  than  at  this  moment.  Nor  shall  I  pal- 
liate the  piracies  of  the  Danes,  which  can  be  con- 
sidered in  no  other  point  of  light  than  as  French 
piracies.  • 

In  the  remarks  which  I  am  about  to  make,  I 
know  not  but  I  shall  be  denounced  as  a  British 
partisan,  not  only  in  the  slang  of  unprincipled 
newspapers,  but  by  some  memTOrs  of  this  House. 
Being  conscious  of  having  no  interest  to  serve 
only  that  of  my  country,  I  shall  not  be  deterred 
by  that  consideration  from  making  the  observa- 
tions I  had  contemplated.  War. is,  on  all  hands, 
allowed  to  be  a  great  evil,  as  well  as  uncertain  in 
its  issue,  a  state  of  things  in  which  might  fre- 
quently takes  the  place  of  right,  and  in  every 
view  of  it,  is  attended  with  tuch  calamities  that 
it  never  ought  to  be  resorted  to,  unless  in  cases  of 
the  most  urgent  necessity.  The  true  policy  of 
nations,  therefore,  who  are  desirous  of  maintain- 
ing peace,  ought  to  be  to  narrow  down  the  sub- 
jects in  dispute  as  much  as  possible ;  and,  insteiad 
of  enlarging  upon  and  aggravating  every  subject 
of  difference ;  instead  of  a  constant  brooding  over 
the  injuries  they  have  received,  to  explore  ways 
and  means,  and  jsultivate  a  disposition  in  every 
practicable  way  to  effect  an  accommodation,  and 
it  may  not  be  amiss  sometimes  to  take  a  rapid 
glance  at  causes  of  difference  which  have  origi- 
nated with  themselves.  Whenever  either  a  na- 
tion or  an  individual  takes  the  high  ground  of 
complete  self-justification  in  every  particular,  and 
will  receive  nothing  short  of  the  most  explicit' 
submission  from  the  opposite  party,  the  prospect 
of  an  amicable  accommodation  is  very  small. 
When  there  is  a  disposition  in  either,  or  in  both 
parties,  to  distort,  or  to  represent  everything  in 
the  worst  possible  light,  it  has  ever  been  found  a 
very  eaay  thing  to  produce  a  quarrel  either  be- 
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tween  nattoDs  or  individuals,  even  in  cases  where, 
bjr  a  mutoal  and  candid  explanation,  the  difilsr- 
ence  might  have  been  easily  adjd^ed.  A  eentle^ 
man  from  Qeorffia,  (Mr.  Tboup,)  when  afliiding 
to  the  subject  oi  our  foreign  relations  some  time 
ago.  made  several  observations  which  struck  me 
Witn  considerable  force  at  the  time.  I  speak 
merely  from  recollection,  as  I  am  not  in  the  habit 
of  taking  minutes.  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  the 
precise  words,  and  should  I  not  represent  the 
sense  of  the  observations  correctly,  l.hope  the 
gentleman  will  excuse  me  from  the  charge  of  in- 
tentional misrepresentation.  According  to  my 
best  recollection  they  were  to  this  effect:  '*  That 
the  American  character  was  degraded,  he  was 
afraid  beyond  redemption,  and  that  we  were  sunk 
into  contempt  in  the  estimation  of  almpst  every 
Oovernment  in  Europe."  After  reciting  some 
evidences  of  the  contempt  in  which  we  were 
held,  and  the  contemptuous  manner  in  which  we 
had  been  tr^ied  by  the  French  Giovernmeot, 
pretty  glaring  indeed,  and,  as  I  thought  at  the 
time,  perfect! V  correct,  he  added  that,  "although 
'  it  was  true  that  Great  Britain  had  not  shown  so 
'  much  contempt  in  words,  she  had  nevertheless 
'manifested  it  by  actions,  in  rejecting  the  ad- 
'  vances  of  the  friendship  of  eight  millions  of 
'  people,  in  the  [)eriod  of  her  greatest  distress,  and 
'  when  she  was  in  a  manner  abandoned  by  all  the 
*  world  besides."  Had  the  gentleman  varied  his 
phraseology,  and  instead  of  sj^king  of  her  slight- 
ing of  our  proffered  friendship,  said  that  she  had 
disregarded  our  raenaees,  our  threatened  hostility. 
it  would  have  accorded  more  fully  with  my  ideas 
of  our  relations  to,  ahd  of  our  attempted  negotia* 
tions  with  that  Power.  ^  I  have  yet  to  be  informed 
of  the  time  when  these  friendfy  advances  were 
made,  unaccompanied  with  something  like  a 
threat,  a  weapon  of  partial  hostility,  a  small 
scourge,  which  was  to  compel  her  to  accede  to 
our  terms  of  accommodation.  I  do  not  finti  that 
Great  Britain  has  uniformly  declined  ail  terms  of 
adjustment.  The  British  Treaty,  which  had  it 
not  been  for  the  solitary  year  of  the  peace,  or 
rather  truce  of  Amiens,  would  have  been  still  in 
force,  was  suffered  to  expire,  and  I  have  ever  un- 
derstood that  there  was  an  offer  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Government  to  continue  it  during  the 
present  war,,  which  was  declined  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States^,  perhaps  for  sufficient  reasons. 
This,  however,  is  no  part  of  the  present  discus- 
sion. Where  shall  we  find  any  attempt  at  nego- 
tiation since  that  period,  in  which  the  Executive 
has  not  been  armed  with  a  weapon  oi'  partial 
hostility  ?  It  is  true  we  have  proposed  to  be  at 
peace,  and  on  terms  of  friendship  with  her,  on 
certain  conditions.  But  our  proffered  friendship 
has  almost  always  been  accompanied  with  a  rod 
held  up  in  terrorem,  to  show  her  what  she  had  to 
lose  by  slighting  our  friendship,  and  to  impress 
her  with  a  belief  that  it  was  in  our  power  tO' en- 
force our  own  terms  upon  her.  Supposing  a  majn 
should  come  to  me  with  proposals,  which  he 
should  use  many  arguments  to  prove  how  greatly 
my  acceding  to  them  would  redound  to  my  ad- 
vantage,  but  should,  at  the  same  time,  brandish  a 


cane  over  my  head,  to  let  me  know  what  I  had 
to  dread  from  his  resentment  if  I  did  not  accept 
of  his  offers.  This  would  be  a  fair  offset  to  his 
proffered  friendship. 

To  ilkistrate  this  as  it  respects  attempted  nego- 
tiations with  Great  Britain,  let  us  advert  a  liitle- 
to  facts.    Was  our  partial  non-importation  law 
a  proffer  of  friendship?  No,  sir.  That  hostile  wea- 
pon was  a  considerable  abatement  of  the  friend- 
liness of  the  offer  made  at  that  time.     However 
feeble  and  inefficient  the  measure,  h  was.  without 
doubt,  meant  as  a  rod.    Was  the  contemptuous 
manner  in  which  Che  Treatv  of  1806,  which  had 
been  negotiated  and  signed  by  Messrs.  Monroe 
and  Pinknej,  was  sent  back,  without  so  much  as 
even  submitting  it  to  the  Senate,  an  evidence 
eitbelr  of  the  entire  disinclination  €>f  the  British 
Government,  to  be  on  a  friendly  footing  with  us, 
or  of  our  extreme  readiness  and  invariable  dispo- 
teon  to  make .  friendly  advanceis?    No  one  will 
say  it.    If  there  was  any  disposition  evinced  to 
reject  friendly  advances  in  this  instance,  it  was- 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.    It  is  true  that 
exceptions  were  taken  at  the  note  by  which  the 
treaty, was  accompanied,  alluding  to  the  Berlin 
decree,  purporting  that  if  this  decree,  conceived 
to  be  contrary  to  the  established  laws  aad  usages 
of  nations,  was  carried  into  ri{g;id  execntion.  and 
the  Unitea  States  acquiesced  in  it,  an  eveotthat 
was  by  no  means  anticipated,  the  British  Gk>vern- 
raeht  would  not  consider  itself  as  withheld  by 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  from  retaliating  the 
injuries  of  the  enemy.    This  note  was  consid- 
ered so  offensive  as  to  be  a  sufficient  ground  for 
rejecting  the  treaty,  even  although  there  had 
been  nothing  ia  the  instrument  itself  whieh  was 
improper.    I  pretend  not  to  discuss  the  (|aestion 
whether  this  was,  or  was  not,  a  sufficient  reason 
for  refusing  the  treaty,  but  it  was  promptly  and- 
instantaneously  rejected,  ami,  as  nearly  as  I  can 
recollect,  about  twelve  months  after  the  enacting 
of  the  Berlin  decree;  but  soon  after  its  universal 
and  indiscriminate  execution,  it  was  followed  by 
the  Orders  in  Council.    If  I  recollect  right,  the 
date  of  the  Berlin  decree  was  November,  1806, 
and  that  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  >November, 
1807.    But  whether  the  note  annexed  to  the  re- 
jected treaty  of  1806,  did  or  did  not  contain  any 
thin^  so  highly  improper,  it  certainly  contained 
nothing  different  from  what  was  afterwards  vol- 
untarily offered  to  both  belligerents,  as  a  separate 
inducement  to  each  to  recede  from  their  system, 
in  our  attempts  to  negotiate  by  the  help  of  our 
embargo,  and  was  expressly  stipu la ted'after wards;, 
both  in  the  non-intercourse  law  of  1809,  and  after- 
wards in  the  Ifiw  of  May  1st,  1810.    Was  the 
embargo  itself  meant  as  a  friendly  advance  in 
negotiation,  unaccompanied  with  anything  like  a 
hostile  weapon  to  enforce  a  claims    Thia  was 
certainly  not  the  explanation  of  it  at  the  tioie. 
It  is  true  there  was  a  proposal  to  remove  it,  on 
the  condition  that  otir  demands  were  acceded  to. 
But  the  language  of  it  was,  if  you  don^  grant  as 
redress,  you  must  be  content  to  be  starved.     It  is 
well  known,  that  when  the  embargo  was  laid, 
many  appeared  to  be  impressed  with  the  idear 
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that  we  had  ii  in  oar  power  to  star  re  hti^f  of  £u- 
rope  into  a  compliance  with  our  demands.  Ad 
experiment  of  nearly  fifteen  months,  perhaps  the 
longest  embargo  on  record  in  the  annals  of  his- 
tory, has  been  hardly  sufficient  to  convince  us  of 
our  mifrtake.  Have  any  of  the  measures  adopted 
as  means  of  negotiation  since  that  period  had  the 
appearance  of  profound  friendship  on  our  part, 
and  of  a  contumelious  rejection  of  all  our  ad- 
vances on  the  part  of  Qreat  Britain?  No,  sir. 
The  whole  of  our  system,  in  all  our  attempted 
negotiations  with  her  for  the  last  six  years,  has 
been  a  system  of  menace.  To  this,  it  is  true, 
that  notwithstanding  all  the  pressure  upon  her 
by  the  waj  in  Europe,  she  has  paid  but  little  re- 
gard ;  and  because  she  has  not  been  overawed  by 
our  menacing  attitude  heretofore,  we  now  grow 
more  and  more  impatient.  Because  we  have 
been  year  after  year  smarting  more  under  our 
own  rod  than  hers,  we  must  now  go  to  war,  by 
our  threats,  of  which  I  fear  she  will  be  no  more 
overawed  than  by  our  former  measures  of  incip- 
ient hostility.  By. thin  undertaking,  instead  of 
chastising  ourselves  with  whips,  as  we  have  done 
by  some  of  our  former  measures,  I  fear  we  shall 
be  chastised  with  scorpions. 

In  the  remarks  which  follow,  I  shall  confine 
my  observations. to  two  principal  topics  of  differ- 
ence ;  which  are  relied  upon  as  the  principal 
causes  of  tiie  present  war,  whi<;h  is  now  about  to 
be  waged  on  our  part,  viz :  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, and  the  impresiment  of  seamen ;  the  affair  of 
the  Chesapeake,  which  has  been  for  several  years 
a  fruitful  source  of  crimination,  being  at  length  re- 
moved out  of  the  way.  I  wish  it  to  be  kept  in  view, 
that  I  have  no  intention,  neither  do  I  entertain  a 
wish  to  vindicate  the  Orders  in  Council.  Every 
neutral,  and  especially  every  American,  must 
view  the  principles  contained  in  these  orders  as 
injurious  lo  his  rights.  Nor  shall  I  consider  the 
plea  of  retaliation  mutually  set  up  as  sufficient  to 
justify  either  the  decrees  or  orders.  As  for  the 
priority  of  the  commencement  of  either  the  one 
or  the  other  system  of  aggressbn,  it  does  not  very 
maceriaUy  alter  the  state  of  the  question,  nor  does 
It  concern  the  United  States  to. decide.  If  A 
smiles  B  on  one  check,  I  do  not  see  how  that  can 
justify  C  or  D  in  smitins  him  on  the  other,  es- 
pecially if  it  is  done  on  the  pretence  that  he  did 
not  repel  the  injury  offered  by  A  with  proper 
spirit.  I  disclaim  all  concern  with  the  vindica- 
tion of  either  the  Orders  or  decrees.  If  they  can 
be  vindicated  at  all,  it  is  a  task  incumbent  on 
some  one  else  than  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
to  furnish  the  arguments.  I  shall  bai;ely  consider 
the  Orders  in  Council  on  the  footing  in  which 
we  have  placed  the  subject  in  dispute  by  the  law 
of  the  first  of  May,  1810,  in  which  thc/Congress 
of  the  United  States  declares,  that  in  case  either 
Great  Britain  or  France  shall,  before  the  first  day 
of  March  nejctf  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  that 
they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  does  not,  in 
three  months  thereafter,  revoke  and  modify  in 
like  manner^  certain  enumerated  sections  of  the 
former  noB -intercourse  law  of  1809  shall  be  re- 


vived. Afier  tha  multifarione  eyidence  of  tba 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  which  has  been  laid 
before  the  public,  the  mere  expression  of  a  doubt: 
on  the  subject  of  the  reality  of  the  repeal,  at  least 
so  far  as  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States  is  concerned,  has  been  scouted.  The  Duke 
ofC&dore  has  asserted  that  they  were  repealed, 
and  that  after  a  certain  date,  (November  Ist,. 
1810.)  they  would  cease  to  have  effect,  accom^ 
panied  however  with  a  proviso  as  ambiguous  as 
the  responses  of  the  Delphic  oracle.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  made  proclamation 
of  the  fact,  and  the  law  of  Congress  of  March, 
1811.  has  been  passed  to  carry  into  more  complete- 
effect  the  conditions  of  the  la.w  of  May  l&t,  1810, 
and  a  number  of  Governors  of  different  State» 
have  reechoed  the  same  in  their  communications 
to  their  several  Legislatures;  and  the  fact  of  the 
repeal  has  been  asserted  both  in  this  House  and 
out,  in  such  strong  terms  as  to  sav  that  no  man  of 
common  sense  in  the  nation  could  doubt  of  it  for 
a  single  moment,  and  that  the  person  who  did 
not  i^lieve  the  repeal  on  the  evidences  now  before 
the  nation,  would  not  believe  it  on  any  evidence 
whatsoever..  Whether  I  have  or  have  not,  in  the 
estimation  of  these  gentlemen,  a  right  to  lay 
claims  to  the  possession  of  common  sense,  is  a 
matter  of  very  small  consequence  in  the  present 
inquiry.  I  can  easily  state,  however,  what  kind 
of  evidence  of  this  fact  wonid  have  satisfied  me 
of  its  reality,  as  well  as  give  the  reasons  why 
I  have  always  doubted  whether  a  repeal  in  the 
proper  and  literal  sense  of  the  term,  or  whether 
anything  like  a  substantial  or  eren  a  virtual  re* 
peal  has  taken  place. 

Sir,  if  there  had  been  ever  anything  like  a  for- 
mal explicit  act  of  the  French  Government,  offi- 
cially communicated,  declaring  these  decrees  re- 
pealed; if  this  supposed  repeal  had  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  ordinary  tribunals  of  justice  in 
France,  and  they  had  received  directions  to  act 
accordingly ;  if  these  ordinary  tribunals  had  de- 
clined to  take  cognizance  of  cases  of  capture  and 
condemnation  under  these  decrees,  for  thd  express 
reason  that  they  no  longer  existed ;  if  similar 
orders  had  been  given  to  the  commanders  of 
French  cruisers  on  the  higkseas ;  but  more  espe- 
cially if  the  effects  of  these  decrees  had  ceased,  and 
American  commerce  was  now  no  longer  subject 
to  vexation,  or  to  capture  and  condemnation  un- 
der their  operation,  this  would  have  afforded  such 
evidence  of  their  repeal  ^s  would  have  been  satis- 
factory to  my  minU.  and  it  is  such  evidence  as 
the  aature  of  the  case  required  and  was  reasonably 
to  be  expected.  Wciwould  then  have  to  com- 
plain of  no  other  infringement  of  our  rights  on 
the  ocean  only  what  arose  from  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  we  might  with  propriety  insist  upon 
their  repeal,  on  the  grounds  which  we  have  set 
up.  But  has  any  such  evidence  been  given? 
Where  do  we  find  the  act  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment declaring  the  decrees  to  be  repealed  ?  Where 
do  we  find  a  single  tribunal  in  France,  pronoun- 
cing a  decision  on  any  cause  on  the  presumption 
that  the  decrees  were  repealed  ?  Where  can  we 
find  the  evidence  of  the  liberation  of  so  much  m 
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t  sinele  vessel  by  any  6f  the  ordinary  prize  courts 
founded  upon  the  repeal  ?  In  a  word,  where  can 
we  find  any  evidence  of  the  fact^  only  what  is 
contained  in  the  conditional  promise  of  t)ie  Duke 
of  Cadore?  If  such  evidence  really  exists,  ft 
must  exist  in  some  quarter  to  which  I  have  not 
been  able  to  have  access  in  order  to  obtain  infor- 
ftsation.  That  particular  vessels  have  been  re- 
leased by  the  special  interposition  of  the  Emperor, 
18  without  doubt  true.  We  have  formerly  had 
Information  of  several,  and  the  late  communica- 
tions from  Mr.  Barlow  add  to  the  list.  But  so 
far  as  these  instances  afford  any  evidence  oh  th^ 
subject,  they  rather  bo  to  establish  the  non-repeal 
than  the  contrary.  If  the  decrees  no  longer  ex- 
isted, there  would  be  no  need  of  any  such  special 
interpositions.  Vessels  would  either  not  have 
been  seized  for  adjudication,  or  the  ordinary  tribu- 
nals w6uld  have  been  every  way  adequate  to  their 
liberation.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has, 
under  certain  restrictions,  the  power  of  remitting 
fines  and  penalties  for  breaches  of  the  revenue 
laws.  Supposing  such  a  power  was  vested  as 
completely  in  the  President  of  ihe'United  States 
as  it  is  in  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  and  he  should 
exercise  it  in  particular  instances,  would  that  be 
an  evidence  of  the  non-existence  of  the  law? 
Directly  the  contrary. 

It  is  rarther  very  questionable  whether  the  de- 
crees themselves,  in  the  utmost  extent  and  lati- 
tude in  which  they  were  originally  enacted,  were 
in  reality  applicable  to  a  single  American  vessel 
which  has  been  released  under  them,  after  the 
stand  taken  by  Congress  in  the  non-importation 
law.    The  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  to  op- 
eriiie  upon  those  who  submitteed  to,  and  not  upon 
those  who  resitted  the  maritime  aggressions  of 
'Great  Britain.    Bi^t  our  non-importation  U w  was 
resistance,  the  very  species  of  resistance  promised 
in  our  law  of  May  Ist,  181D-»oo  the  passage  of 
which  it  was  stated  by  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  that 
we  had  retraced  our  steps,  and  on  which  retracing 
i>f  our  steps,  the  promise  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore, 
in  relation  to  the  repeal,  was  founded ;  whether 
it  did  or  did  not  come  up  to  the  meaning  of  the 
ambiguous  phrase  of  causing  our  rights  to  be  re- 
'spected.    After  the  enacting  of  our  non-tmpurta- 
tion  law,  which  could  not  be  considered  as  sub- 
mission, hot  rather  as  resistance  to  the  Orders  in 
Council,  it  is,  at  least,  very  doubtful,  whether 
finy  repeal  or  even  modification  of  the  Berlin  and 
Mnan  decrees,  was  necesssary  to  authorize  any- 
thing and  everything  which   has  happened  ii^ 
French  ports  reiatins  to  the  release  of  American 
vessels,  which  were  both  few  in  number  and  in- 
-considerable  in  value,  compared  to  the  immense 
amount  of  American  property  which  has  became 
a  prey  to  French  rapacity.    And  after  public  and 
oincial  declarations,  made  bv  authorized  agents 
of  the  French  Government,  that  the  decrees  were 
stiil  in  force,  I  must  be  pernxitted  to  doubt  on  the 
subject,  the  conditional  promise  of  the  Duke  of 
Cadore  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.    I  have 
no  intention  to  consume  much  of  the  time  of  the 
House  on  this  part  of  the  subject.    I  must,  how- 
ever, allude  to  a  passage  in  a  report  of  the  Mia* 


ister  of  Foreign  Relations,  who  was  this  same 
Duke  of  Cadore,  of  December  10, 1810,  about  six 
Weeks  after  the  decrees  were  said  to  cease  to  op* 
erate,  in  which  we  find  these  words :  "Sire,  as 

*  long  as  England  will  persist  in  her  Orders  in 
^  Council,  your  Majesty  will  persist  in  your  de- 
'  crees.  Your  Majesty  will  oppose  to  the  blockade 
'  of  the  coasts,  the  continental  blockade,  and  to 

*  the  pillage  on  the  seas  the  confiscation  of  Eng- 
lish goods  oh  the  ContinetiL'*  The  same  asser- 
tion is  again  reiterated  in  the  report  of  Count 
SemonviTle  to  the  conservative  Senate,  on  the 
subject  of  the  annexing  of  the  Hanse  towns  to 
France.  In  this  report  we  find  the  following 
declaration :  '^  The  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
'  are  the  answer  to  the  Orders  in  Council.  The 
'  British  Cabinet  dictated  tbem  to  France.     Bu- 

*  rope  receives  these  decrees  as  its  law  book,  and 

*  this  law  book  will  be  tbe  palladium  of  the  lib- 
'  erty  of  the  seas."    By  the  way«  there  seems  to 
be  a  little  anachronism  here,  with  respect  to  the 
Berlin  decree  in  particular.    It  could  not  be  the 
answer  to  the  Oraers  in  Council,  which  bad  no 
existence  until  a  whole  year  afterwards.    Decrees 
repealed  and  ceasing  to  operate  on  the  1st  of 
November,  the  law  book  of  Europe  on  the  13ih 
of  December  following,  is  something  which  lam 
unable  either  to  comprehend  or  explain.     The 
report  of  the  Duke  of  Massa,  Grand  Judge  and 
Minister  of  Justice,  to  the  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Prizes,  and  the  Duke  of  Gaete,  Minister  of 
Finance,  to  the  Director  General  of  the  Customs, 
both  dated  December  25,  1810,  afford  conclusive 
evidence  that  the  decrees  were  not  repealed  at 
that  date,  and  if  it  can  be  shown  that  a  repeal  has 
taken  plaee  at  any  subsequent  period,  it  is  some- 
thing which   has  not  come  to  my  knowledge. 
These  considerations,  by  an  enlargement  on  which 
I  do  not  wish  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House 
have  heretofore  led  me  to  a  belief,  or  at  least 
caused   me  to  doubt,  whether  anything  like  a 
fair  bona  fide  repeal  of  the  -  decrees  has  taken 
place  at  any  time,  and  whether  the  American 
Government  has  not  been>  bubbled  by  a  promise 
which  never  has  and  never  was  intended  to  be 
honestly  fulfilled.    But,  if  any  thing  farther  is  ne- 
cessary in  theory  to  prove  the  present  existence 
of  the  decrees,  the  late  report  of  the  Duke  of  Bas- 
sano,  and  the  Senatus  Coosultum  which  followed, 
whereby  the  decrees  were  ttoi  only  declared  to 
exist,  but  re-enacted  with  great  solemnity,  ought 
to  satisfy  every  doubt.    And  if  so  much  as  a 
shadow  of  doubt  remain  about  the  practical  effect 
of  the  decrees,  we  have  an  answer  to  it  which 
ought  to  silence  incredulity  itself,  in  the  repeated 
blaze  of  our  ships  burnt  on  the  high  seas ;  an  oat- 
rage  the  repetition  of  which  we  have  evidences 
almbst  daily,  and  in  the  capture  and  condem- 
>nation  af  our  vessels,  taken  in  the  Baltic,  and 
carried  into  Copenhagen,  but  condemned  by  the 
tribunals  of  Paris,  as  well  as  in  the  vexatious  pro- 
ceedings in  Naples  and  other  places.    Imighi  ap- 

Sial  to  the  good  sense  of  every  member  of  this 
ouse,  whether  we  have  not  proofs  enough  on 
this  subject.  Indeed  any  arguments  which  can, 
at  this  time,  be  brought  to  prove  a  repeal  of  these 
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decrees,  pretty  maeh  resembl<r  those  pat  into  the 
mouth  or  Peter  in  Swift's  eelebratea  Tale  of  a 
Tab,  to  prore  a  brown  loaf  to  be  a  shoulder  of 
matton.  I  have  already  observed  that  I  do  not 
ur^  these  observations  with  a  view  either  to  jus* 
tify  or  palliate  the  Orders  in  Coaanil,  but  mpreiy 
to  show  that,  on  the  foundation  on  which  we 
bare  chosen  to  place  the  Controversy  by  our  law 
9f  May  1st,  1810,  they  are  no  cause  either  of  war 
or  of  non 'importation.  France  has  never  in  good 
faith  corapliied  with  th«  proposal  beid  out  by  the 
United  States  in  that  law.  The  noose  which 
has  been  placed  round  our  necks  by  any  supposed 
pledge  to  France  in  that  law,  is  no  farther  bind- 
ing than  we  choose  to  make  it  by  our  own  volun- 
tary act.  There  is  no  need  of  a  sword  to  cat  the 
^ordfan  knot  which  we  cannot  untie.  Or  sup- 
posiog  there  was  a  slender  thread  twined  around 
us,  which  I  do  not  admit,  it  must  have  been  long 
since  consumed  in  the  flame  of  our  burning  ships. 
Indeed,  bad  it  been  equally  strbng  with  the  new 
ropes,  or  the  green  withs  where«ifith  Samson  was 
bonnd,  it  must  have,  befbre  this  time,  given  way 
before  their  fires.  If  we  have  a  right'  td  demand 
a  repeal  of  the  Orders  io  Council,  agreeable  to 
the  principles  of  public  law,  a  point  which  I 
am  by  no  means  disposed  to  controvert,  we  hare 
neither  a  right  to  demand,  nor  is  Great  Britain 
under  any  obligation  to  grant  that  repeal,  on  the 
groands  on  which  we  have  seen  fit  to  place  the 
point  in  dispute,  i.  e.  on  the  plea  of  her  plighted 
faith,  to  repeal  them  on  ajprior  repeal  of  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees.  If  she  withdraws  her  Or- 
ders io  Council,  it  must  be  on  bther  and  rery  dif- 
ferent considerations,  ami  of  these,  the  number  is 
probably  sufficient,  and  not  tl^it  she  is  pledged  to 
do  it  by  any  prior  act  of  France.  By  placing  the 
controversy  on  this  footing,  the  United  States  lay 
themselres  under  much  greater  disadvantages  in 
disconion,  than  they  would  by  considering  the 
Orders  in  Council  on  their  own  merits  without 
having  reference  to  any  act  of  Francis.  I  shall 
not  at  present  attempt  to  take  a  comparative  view 
of  the  degree  of  injury  and  velation  which  we 
receire  in  our  lawfol  commerce,  from  the  decrees 
and  orders.  I  will  admit  that  the  orders  have 
been  more  vexatious,  and  more  rigorously  carried 
into  effect,  durfng  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen 
months,  and  that  captures  under  them  hive  been 
both  more  numerous  and  more  valuable  than  for 
the  same  space  of  time  previous  to  that  period. 
One  cause  of  this  may  be  found  io  the  attitude 
which  we  have  assumed.  So  long  a^  we  placed 
both  the  belligerents  upon  an  equal  footing,  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  not  very  rigorously  car- 
ried into  effect.  By  our  non-importation  law  we 
have  departed  from  our  neutral  ground,  and  have 
no  loDger  considered  the  drfierent  belligerents  as 
on  an  equal  footing.  The  consequence  has  been 
that  the  Orders  in  Council  have  been  more  rig- 
orously carried  into  effect,  on  the  part  of  Qreat 
Britain.  Aod  since  the  additional  hostile  attitude 
assumed  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
has  been  known  in  Great  Britain,  f  understand, 
rom  the  public  prints,  that  orders  have  been  given 
for  their  atili  more  rigid  eieeatton.    Unless  she 


saw  fit  to  rescind  them,  this  was  naturally  to  be 
expected.  In  proportion  as  we  assume  a  more 
hostile  attitude  towards  her,  and  show  a  disposi- 
tion to  embrace  her  enemy  in  the  arms  of  friendi* 
ship  and  affecrion,  it  was  to  he  expected  that  she 
would  either  relax  and  accede  to  our  demands, 
or  adhere  more  rigorously  to  >er  own  system. 
She  has  chosen  the  latter.- 

As  It  respects  the  impressment  of  seamen,  this  is 
a  delicate  and  a  difficult  subject,  and  if  it  is  ever 
adjusted  to  mutual  sattsfaetroo  it  mast  be  hy  war, 
and  whenever  there  is  mutually  a  disposition  to 
accommodate,  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  con- 
cede somethin|^  on  both  sides.  With  respect  to 
the  practice  of  impressments  generally,  as  it  re- 
spects the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  country  adopt- 
ing that  method  of  manning  her  ships,  it  may  be, 
and  doubtless  is,  in  many  instances,  attended  with 
circumstances  of  real  hardship.  The  practice 
mav  be  oppressive,  bu^  ft  is  foiinded  Upon  a  prin- 
ciple which  is  adopted  and 'more  or  le<s  practised 
upon  by  every  nation,  i.  e.  that  the  nation  has  a 
right,  either  in  one  shape  or  another^  to  compel  the 
services  of  its  citizens  or  subjects  m  time  of  war. 
The  practice  of  draughting  militiamen  into  actual 
service,  which  is  authorized  by  our  laws,  the  con- 
scription of  France,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting 
her  armies,  and  the  impressment  of  seamen  to 
man  a  navyt  are  all  greater  or  less  extensions  of 
the  same  principle.  It  is  vain  to  contend  against 
the  principle  itself^  since  we  have  sanctioned  it  by 
our  laws,  and  daily  practise  upon  it,  however 
hardly  we  may  think  of  some  of  the  particular 
modes  in  which  it  is  apnlied.  I  feel  a  satisfaction, 
however,  in  the  reflection,  that  it  has  never  had 
the  sanction  of  my  vote.  The  principle  then  be- 
ing admitted,  the  only  ground  of  tsomplaint  is  the 
irregular  application  of  it  to  Americans.  Qreat 
Britain  does  not  claim,  she  never  has  claimed  the 
right  of  inkpressing  American  citizens.  She  claims 
the  right  of  reclaiming  her  own  subjects,  even 
although  they  should  be  found  on  board  of  Amer- 
ican vessels.  And  in  the  assertion  of  that  claim, 
many  irregularities  have  without  doubt  been  com- 
mitted by  ner  officers,  on  account  of  the  similar- 
ity of  language,  manners,  and  habits.  American 
citizens  have  been  frequently  mistaken  for  British 
subjects ;  but  I  do  not  know  of  any  instance  in 
which  a  real  American  has  been  reclaimed,  where 
sufficient  testimony  of  his  being  an  American  has 
been  adduced,  in  which' his  fiberation  has  been 
refused.  No  person  would,  I  presume,  wish  to 
involve  this  country  in  a  war,  for  the  sake  of  pro- 
tecting deserters^  either  from  British  vessels  or 
the  British  service,  who  may  choose  to  shelter 
themselves  on  board  of  our  ships,  allured  by  the 
prospects  of  gain.  No,  sir,  we  do  not  want  their 
services.  They  are  a  real  injury  to  the  Amer- 
ican seamen,  both  by  taki*ig  their  bread  from  them 
and  exposing  Ihem  to  additional  perils  of  impress- 
ihent  on  the  high  seas.  But  it  is  a  fact  which 
can  easily  be  substantiated,  and  will  not  be  dis- 
puted by  any  one  having  a  competent  knowledge 
of  theaubject,  that  thousands  of  men  of  that  de- 
scription have  been  and  still  are  employed  on  board 
onr  ahips,  and  have  been  by  some  meaas  furnished 
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with  all  the  usual  documeou  of  American  sea- 
men. Could  au  efficieat  plan  be  devised  to  pre- 
▼eut  men  of  this  description  from  assuming  the 
garb,  personating  the  character,  and  claiming  the 
privileges  of  Americans,  I  presume  the  difficulties 
which  occur  in  settling  the  question  about  im- 
pressmentb,  might  be  easily  surmounted.  But 
80  long  as  such  a  large  number  of  foreign  sea- 
men are  employed  on  board  our  vessels,  and  so 
long  as  American  proiections  for  these  foreign- 
ers can  be  obtained  with  such  facility,  and  are 
'mere  matters  of  bargain  and  sale,  and  English, 
Scotch,  and  Irish  sailors  are  furnished  with  them, 
I  pretend  not  to  say  by  what  means,  indiscrimi- 
nately with  American  citizens,  it  will  be  difficult 
to  adjust  that  subject  by  treaty,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  settle  it  by  war.  Only  let  us  adopt  a  plan 
whereby  a  discrimination  can  be  made,  and  the 
controversy  may  be  amicably  settled.  But  to  say 
that  the  flag  of  every  merchant  ship  shall  protect 
every  foreigner  who  may  choose  to  take  refuge  on 
board  of  it,  is  the  same  as  to  say,  that  we  will 
have  no  accommodation  op  the  subject,  because 
it  is  a  point  which^  it  is  well  known^  never  can  be 
conceded.  There  is  another  description  of  citi- 
zens about  which  there  may  be  some  difficulty,  I 
mean  naturalized  foreigners.  These,  however, 
are  few  in  number,  it  being  rarely  found  that  sea- 
men take  the  benefit  of  our  naturalization  laws. 
There  are  still  sDme.  It  is  I  believe  a  truth,  that 
neither  Great  Britain  nor  any  other  European 
nation  admits  of  expatriation,  and  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  both  admit  the.  expatriation  of  their 
own  citizens,  and,  on  terms  sufficiently  liberal, 
naturalizes  foreigners.  But  we  cannot  ex  pec  t, 
with  any  color  of  reason,  that  our  naturalization 
laws  will  make  any  alteration  in  the  policy  of 
foreign  nations,  any  more  than  the  European  doc- 
trine of  perpetual  allegiance  will  influence  us< 
Both  are  municipal  regulations,  which  can  be 
executed  only  in  the  respective  territories  of  the 
parties,  and  make  no  part  of  the  law  of  nations, 
which  is  alone  binding  on  the  high  seas.  And 
every  nation  claims  a  right  to  the  services  of  all 
its  citizens  or  subjects  in  time  of  war.  If  the 
United  States  protect  these  naturalized  foreign- 
ers in  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  American 
citizens,  so  long  as  they  choose  to  continue  among 
us,  it  is  a  protection  sufficiently  ample,  and  as 
much  as  thev  can  reasonably  claim  from  the  Gk)v- 
ernment.  As  lon^  as  they  continue  in  the  quiet 
pursuits  of  civil  lite  on  shore,  they  are  in  no  dan- 
ger of  being  remanded  back  into  the  service  of 
the  country  they  have  abandoned.  But  when 
they  chose  to  abandon  the  land  for  the  ocean,  and 
prlace  themselves  in  a  situation  in  which  it  is  en- 
tirely optional  with  them  whether  they  return  or 
not,  or  whether  they  continue  or  renounce  their 
allegiance,  to  attempt  toaflbrd  protection  to  them 
in  this  situation,  at  the  risk  of  a  war,  is  to  extend 
to  them  the  privileges  of  citizenship  much  farther 
than  they  have  a  right  either  to  expect  or  claim. 
If  out  protections  were  thus  limited  to  the  proper 
subjects,  it  would  be  easy  to  render  them  suffi- 
cient.'  This  would  narrow  down  the  difficulty 
in  adjusting  the  aflairs  of  impressments,  and  would 


greatly  diminish  ih^  numbers  of  supposed  im* 
pressed  Americans,  which  are  said  to  be  contained 
in  these  floating  hells,  as  they  hare  been  called. 
They  would  be  foand  to  be  comparatively  few, 
probably  not  so  many  hundreds  as  they  have  been 
estimated  at  thousands,  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
their  release  would  be  removed,  and  impressments 
probably  prevented  in  future.  None  of  these  ob- 
jects will  be  obtained  by  war,  but  rather  by  grasp- 
ing at  too  much,  we  will  fail  of  obtaining  what 
we  have  a' right  to  demand.  I  do  not  make  these 
observations  with  a  view  .to  excuse  the  practice 
of  impressments  as  generally  conducted.  But 
when  we  are  insisting  on  this  as  one  cause  of  war, 
it  is  proper  to  view  the  subject  as  it  is,  and  not 
through  a  magnifying  mirror,  which  represents 
every  object  as  being  tenfold  larger  than  the  life. 
I  shall  say  no  more  of  the  causes  of  war,  as  they 
respect  the  aggressions  of  foreign  nations,  I 
must  now  beg  the  attention  of  the  Rouse  for  a  few 
minutes,  to  an  inquiry,  what  there  is  in  the  pres- 
ent situation  of  the  United  States,  wiiich  so  im- 
periously calls  for  this  war*  It  is  said  to  be  ne- 
cessary to  go  to  war,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
our  commercial  rights,  of  opening  a  way  for  ob- 
taining the  best  marketfor  our  produce,atul  in  order 
to  avenge  the  insults  which  have  been  offered  to 
our  flag.  But  what  is  there  in  the  present  sitoatioa 
of  the  United  States,  which  we  could  reasonably 
expect  would  be  ameliorated  by  war  ?  In  a  situa- 
tion of  the  world  which  is  perhaps  without  a  par- 
allel in  the  annals  of  history,  it  would  be  strange 
indeed,  if  the  United  States  did  not  sufier  some  in- 
conveniences, especially  in  their  mercantile  con- 
nexions and  speculations.  In  a  war  which  has 
been  unequalled  for  the  changes  which  it  has 
effected  in  ancient  existing  establishments,  and 
for  innovaiipns  in  the  ancient-Uws  and  usages  of 
nations,  it  would  be  equally  wonderful,  if,  in  every 
particular,  the  rights  of  neutrals  were  scrupu- 
lously respected.  But,  upon  the  whole,  we  hare 
reaped  greater  advantages,  and  suffi^red  fewer  in- 
conveniences from  the  existing  state  of  things, 
than  it  was  natural  to  expect.  During  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  time,  in  which  so  large  and  fair  a 
portion  of  Europe  has  been  desolated  by  the  ca- 
lamities of  war,  our  commerce  has  flourished  to 
a  degree  surpassing  the  most  sanguine  calcula- 
tions. X)ur  merchants  have  been  enriched  beyond 
any  former  example.  .  Our  agriculture  has  been 
greatly  extended,  the  wilderness  has  blossomed 
like  a  rose^  and  cities  and  villages  have  sprung  up, 
almost,  as  it  were  by  the  force  of  magic.  It  is  true, 
that  this  tide  of  prosperity  has  received  a  check. 
The  aggressions  and  encroachments  of  foreign 
nations  nave  set  bounds  to  our  mercantile  specu- 
lations 3  heavy  losses  have  been  sustained  by  the 
merchant,  and  the  cotton  planter  of  the  South 
and  West  can  no  longer  reap  those  enormous  prof- 
its, those  immense  golden  harvests,  from  that  spe- 
cies of  agriculture  which  he  did  a  few  years  ago. 
But,  if  the  shackles  which  we  have  placed  upon 
commerce  by  our  own.  restrictive  system  were 
completely  done  away^  and  the  entecpri:^e  of  the 
merchant  was  left  free  to  explore  new  channels, 
it  is  probable  that  it  would  at  this  moment  be 
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more  eztennve  aod  nior»faiafttl  thao  in  tioMt 
of  profouiMl  pesee  in  Eorop*.  Durisf  the  ope* 
ittion  of  tbe  war  a  mucb*great«r  proportioB  of  the 
commerce  of  tbe  world  was  thrown  into  the 
Jnnds  of  the  Amerieans,  than  In  tidiee  leiB  tur* 
baleDt,  woald  have  fallen  lo  their  sbar&  Thef 
became  the  earrters  for  Spaniard!,  Porlugoeae, 
Freaeb,  Oatch,  and  Danes,  and  indeed,  for  erery 
Saropeaa  nation  which  had  not  a  naval  force  suffi- 
cient to  protect  its  own  flag.  Bf  this  means, 
mercantile  specalations-were  extended,  a  ad  ship* 
piog  increased  with  a  rapiditjr  which  baffled  ail 
previous  calculation.  But  in  a  time  of  general 
pesce  those  nations  will  do  their  own  carrying, 
and  the  United  Suues  ean  only  enjoy  their  proper 
share.  Their  shipping  bosiaess  will  of  course  be 
in  a  great  measure  restricted  to  their  own  proper 
commerce.  The  eonsequenoes  will  be  that  our 
mercaatiie  speculations  will  be  curtailed,  and  a 
proportion  ot  our  sbipping  thrown  out  of  employ, 
which  will  -probably  be  sold  to  foreigners,  b^ 
vhom  it  is  is  expected  that  merchant  ships  will 
be  ID  great  demand  at  the  close  of  the  war.  With 
reipect  to  our  agrteultnre,  with  the  exception  of 
the  cotton  and  tobacco  of  the  Southern  and  Mid- 
dle Slates,  and  the  products  of  the  Northern  fish- 
eries, which  have  been  the  dependence  of  many, 
as  a  substitute  for  agriculture,  which  are  articles 
that  hare  soffi^red  some  depression,  the  agrieul* 
turua  has  found  as  roMly  aod  as  good  a  market 
for  his  surplus  produce,  as  he  could  have  expected, 
or  as  he  could  wish,  much  better  than  it  is  prob* 
able  that  he  can  enjoy^or  ever  will  obtain  in  times 
of  profound  peace.  Look  at  the  amount  of  our 
exports,  i  mean  the  exports  of  articles  of  domestic 
gromh  and  aianufacturefbr  the  last- year.  I 
speak  merely  from  recollection,  as  I  hate  not  ta- 
ken pains  to  consult  the  documents  of  late ;  but 
they  are  or  have  been  in  the  hands  oi  every  gen- 
tiemao  in  the  House.  And  never  was  the  export 
trade  of  the  United  States  in  a  train  of  more  sue- 
oessfnl  experiment,  than  when  it  was  suddenly 
sod  QDexpectedly  arrested  by.  that  deadly  ineu- 
bas,  the  einbar^.  I  have  sometimes  heard  the 
Northern  merchant  denominated  tbe  spoiled  child 
of  eommercial,  and  the  Southern  cotton  planter 
eailed  the  spoiled  child  6f  agricultural  prosperity. 
As  it  respects  tbe  merchant,  it  may  possibly  be 
admitted  to  be  true  to  a  certain  extent.  Before 
the  interruption  of  the  colonial  trade  in  1805-6, 
eommercial  prosperity  was  advancing  by  strides, 
perhaps  more  rapid  than  had  been  ever  before 
uovn  in  almost  any  country.  When  that  spe- 
cies of  commerce  Was  interrupted  by  the  belliger- 
ents, it  destroyed  what  mfight  perhaps  be  denomi- 
nated a  mushroom  prosperity,  arising  out  of  a 
•ute  of  war,  but  which  must  vanish  as  a  thing  of 
eooracr  on  the  return  of  peace.  Possibly  there 
might  have  been,  on  this  occasion,  too  mueh 
elamor  on  the  part  of  the  merchant.  My  opinion 
of  that  speoies  of  commerce  at  that  time,  an  opin- 
ion which  no  subsequent  event  has  induced  me  to 
change,  was  that,  however  desirable  the  enjoy- 
ment of  it-might  be  in  itself,  provided,  it  could  be 
peaceably  retained,  it  was  not  founded  on  any  of 
those  univcisaUy  acknowledged  rights  of  nations, 


which  they  ought  to  aaaert  at  hazard  of  a  war. 
This  argument  apptars  to  me  conetosive  on  that 
head;  i.  e.  supposing  a  neutral  nation  makes  a 
war  to  enforce  ner  right  to  the  carrying  trade,  as 
soon  as  the  war  was  over  the  subject  contended 
for  would  be  gone.  This  was  verided  in  the  soli- 
tary year  of  the  Peace  of  Amiens.  The  year  be- 
fore, this  speeies  of  commerce  bad  arisen  to  the 
amount  or,  I  believe,  near  $40,000,000.  In  that 
solitary  year  it  was  reduced  to  about  913,000;000, 
and  it  is  probable,  that  in  two  or  three  years  more 
it  woald  have  been  annihilated.  The  system  then 
commenced  for  the  protection  of  commerce,  and 
which  has  since  been  pursued -through  the  whole 
circle  of  embargo,  non-interconrse,  non-impor- 
tatiob,  dke.j  has  tended  only  to  its  destruction. 
These  medicines,  used  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
commerce  from  a  languishing  state,  and  restoring 
it  to  health  and  vigor,  have  had  an  eflfect  similar 
to  the  nostrunu  of  a  quack  upon  tbe  human  body, 
which  freqtkently  instead  of  coatribntiug  to  -the 
restoration  of  health,  and  to  invij^orate  the  con- 
stitution, tend  to  destroy  the  stamina  of  life.  As' 
it  respects  the  SomHern  cotton  planter,  perhaps, 
the  prosperity  which  attended  tne  cultivation  of 
that  article  for  a  few  years,  has  rarely  ever  had  a 
parallel  in  any  eountry.  Both  the  merchant  and 
the  cotton  planter  would  without  doubt  haTe  re- 
joiced to  have  bad  this  prosperity  continued.  But 
would  a  repeal  of  the  Orden  in  Council  either 
restore  the  colonial  trade  to  the  merchant,  after 
it  was  in  a  manner  annihilated,  or  restore  the  cot- 
ton ptantii^  business  to  that  prosperous  situation 
which  it  enjoyed  a  few  years  ago  t  'However  de- 
sirable in  itself,  and  advantageous  to  the  interest 
of  commerce  and  agriculture,  a  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  might  be,  no  person  could  antici- 
pate such  a  result.  As  it  respects  the  merchant, 
the  only  beneficial  effect  which  he  could  expect 
to  result  ft>om  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
provided  the  repeal  was  not  followed  by  a  decla- 
tion  of  war  against  us  by  the  JSmperor  of  France, 
would  be  to  reduce  the  rate  of  insurance  on  ves- 
sels bound  to  French  ports,  and  thereby  afford 
some  additional  advantufes  in  sustaining  the  mon-> 
strotis  burden  laid  upon  foreign  commerce  in  con<* 
sequence  of  the  enormous  duties  imposed  by  the 
present  French  tariff.  Although  the  Orders  in 
Council  may  be  admitted  to  have  had  a  partial 
effect  in  the  depression  of  the  price  of  cotton,  yet 
the  principal  -causes,  of  that  depression  are  to  be 
traced  to  other  sources.  Were  I  to  be  questi6ned 
on  thesuhjeet,  I  should  answer,  that  no  one  cause 
has  had  a  more  powerful  tendencr  to  eheck  this 
prosperity  than  the  embargo.  This  prevented 
our  cotton  from  seeking  a  foreign  market  and 
compelled  the  European  consumers  of  that  article 
to  explore  other  sources  of  supply,  and  they  have 
not  explored  wttliout  success ;  a  success  which  will 
prevent  the  cotton  business  of  the  United  States 
from  regaining  its.  former  prosperity,  perhaps  for- 
ever. Cotton  can  be  produced  in  the  Brazils,  and 
in  many  other  parts  or  South  America^of  as  good 
a  quality  and  with  as  great  facility  as  in  the  United 
Sutes.  it  can  also  be  procured  from  the  Bast 
Indies,  from  Sierre  Leone,  in  Africa,  and  from  tht 
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couDtfies  bordering  on  theLeranc.  Nothiog-lmt 
«a  exteoded  cuhivatioii  is. wanting  io  these  coan- 
tries,  to  furnish  a  supply  of  that  article,  adequate 
to  every  demand  in  Euro|>e,  should  there  never 
be  another  bale  of  cotton  shipped  from  the  United 
States;  and  that  cultivation  is  rapidly  exiending. 
Great  exertions  have  been  made  and  are  now  ma- 
king to  extend  the  cultivation  of  cotton- ^n  Italy 
and  in'  the  sooth  of  France,  and  the  enormous 
duties  whfch  are  imposed  opoo  Amerioan  cotton 
by  imperial  authority,  would  seem  to  indicate 
some  nattering  prospects  of  succeeds.  Some  de- 
mand there  will  be  in  the  north  of  Burope,  which 
will  continue^  as  that  is  not  a  country  suited  to 
its  culture.  But  that  will  be  limited,  and  even 
now  it  is  not  interrupted  by  ^he  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. Whatever. interruption  it  meets  with,  is  by 
the  French  and  Danes  in  the  Baltic.  A  repeal 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  might  afford  some  fa- 
cilities  for  the  exportation  of  that  article,  but  they 
Would  be  but  inconsiderable ;  and  it  v^tll  probably 
be  soon  found,  that  the  cultivation  of  cotton  in  the 
United  States,  tak^n  in  connexion  with  the  in- 
created,  and  still  inoreasing  supply  of  that  article 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  has  been  extended,  or 
was  rapidly  extending  beyond  what  any  foreiga 
demand  for  it  called  for.  With  respect  to  the 
article  of  tobacco,  the  fate  of  those  cargoes  ^hich 
have  been  sufficiently  fortunate  to  escape  the 
vigilance  of  British  cruisers,  which  were  employed 
in  carrying  into  effect  the  Orders  in  Council, 
affords  a  very  good  sample  of  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  the  exportation  of  tha^  article. 

Will  our  situation  be  ameliorated  in  either  of 
these  particulars  by  war?  Will  it  enable  the 
Southern  planter  to  obtain  a  better  price  for  his 
produce  ;  his  cotton  in  particular,  when  an  end  is 
put' to  all  shipments  ?  Will  the  converting  of  ouf 
merchant  ships,  which  are,  by  the  mode  of  their 
construction,  adapted  solely  to  the  business  of  car- 
rying heavy  burdens  of  our  bulky  produce,  into 
clumsy,  unsuitably  constructed  letters  of  marque 
and  privaieefs,  unshackle  our  commerce,  or  im- 
part fresh  activity  to  our  merchants?  Will  the 
dragging  of  our  yeomanry  into  the  field  by  a  draft 
or  conscription,  call  it  by  which  &ame  you  please, 
to  fight  battle,  the  reason  of  which  they  know  not 
the  why  or  the  wherefore,  for  fire  dollars  per 
month,  when  they  could  obtain  from  ten  to  fifteen 
doUarsat  home,  either  in  their  own  business  or  in 
the  employment  of  their  more  wealthy  neighbors, 
in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agricultural  interest  of 
the  country?  Will  the  driving  of  all  our  mer- 
chant vessels  from  the  ocean  a^  a  single  sweep, 
elear  away  the  obstructions  which  are  io  the  way 
of  the  carrying  of  our  produce  to  a  foreign  market, 
and  enable  the  American  flag  to  wave  without 
interruption  in  every  sea  ?  Will  the  compelling 
the  farmer  or  planter,  either  to  let  his  lands  lie  un- 
eultivated,  suffer  his  produce  to  rot  on  his  hands, 
or  sell'  it  at.  half  price,  as  will  be  the  case  when  he 
H  eut  off  from  a  foreign  market,  tend  to  the  in- 
crease of  agricultural  prosperity  ?  No.  sir.  Our 
restrictive  system  has  been  for  years  lopping  off 
the  branches  of  oar  prosperity,  one  afier  another, 
tad  war  will  ajapatale  the  head*    ExclnsiTe  of 


the  inhumanity,  the  demoraltziBg  eAeis,  the  di- 
rect teadeiicy  to  blunt  all  theflner  feeUnga  of  the 
soul,  the  prodigal  waste  of  bleed  and  treaaare,  the 
tears  of  the  parent,  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  de- 
prived perhaps  of  the  last  earthly  stay  aad  sop- 
port,  and  the  inevitable  misery  of  thousands  ruined 
IB  their  fortunes,  by  the  operatioas  of  war,  who 
may  be  suficientiy  fortiwate  to  escape  destroctioa 
by  the  sword,  every  sober  calcoiatioir  on  the  sub- 
ject of  profit  and  loss,  goes  to  show  that  we  have 
nothing  to  gain  and  everything' to  pot  at  hazard 
by  a  war.  1  would  appeal  to  the  good  sense  v^ 
this  House.  Embarrassed  as  is  the  present  sitoa- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  would  you  exchange 
thai  situation,  or  wish  this  nation  to  exchange 
situations  with  that  of  any  of  those  countries  who 
have  been  so  long  and  so  arduously  engaged  in 
(he  pursuit  of  war  and  glovy  ?  Have  the  peace* 
ful  citizens  of  this  Confederated  Republic  any  rea- 
son to  envy  the  subjects  of  the'great  Emperor,  ai^ 
raved  in  all  the  plenitude  of  his  power  and  the 
splendor  of  his  victories  ?  Look  at  the  present 
sitqation  of  Qreat  Britain,  France,  Spain,  Hol- 
land, Germany,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Switzerland, 
Russia,  Prussia,  dbc.,  who  have  been  so  loag  either 
tasting  the  sweets,  or  groaning  under  the  calam- 
ities of  war;  and  would  you  be  willinff  that  this 
country' woukl  exchange  situations  with  either  of 
them  ?  No,  you  would  not.  Every  principle  of 
humanity,  as  well  as  eYery  dictate  of  eommoa 
sei»8e  would  revolt  at  the  idea.  Why  then,  in  the 
name  of  Heaven,  shall  we  pluoee  omeelres  into  a 
war,  which  cannot  fail  to  invdve  us  in  the  vor- 
tex of  all  theit  ills^  without  the  prospect,  or  even 
the  possibility  of  secorin|^  to  us  one  solitary  good  ? 
1  have  thus  far  considtfred  the  contemplated 
war  on  the  principles  of  geneml  policy.  I  shall 
now  crave  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  while  I 
advert  to  the  means  we  possess  for  carrying  it  on, 
and  the  prospect  of  conducting  It  to  a  favorable 
issue.  I  say  nothing  of  mere  phyieal  strength,  or 
eonstitutioaal  bravery.  The  people  of  the  United 
States  are  perhaps  naturally  as  bnive  as  any  peo- 
ple uoon  earth.  But,  having  been  long  habituated 
to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  their  manners  and 
habits  are  but  ill  adapted  to  a  change  for  the  atti- 
tude of  wAr.  ,  What  is  the  prcbcnt  state  of  our  pre- 
parations for  war?  The  great  reqnisites  in  war 
are,  in  the  first  place,  men  suitably  organized  and 
reduced  to  a  proper  state  of  discipline,  and  money 
to  defray  the  expense.  With  respect  to  these  two 
important  artioivp,  what  is  our  situation  ?  As  it 
respects  men,  including  the  old  Peace  Bstabiisb- 
raent  often  thousand,  and  the  additional  army  of 
twenty-five  thousand,  authorized  in  the  first  place 
to  be  enlisted  for  five  years,  butof  which  the  tenns 
of  enlistment  have  been  varied  from  five  years  to 
eighteen  months  with  respect  to  fifteen  thousand, 
we  have  a  xegular  army  of  thirty-five  thousand 
men  authotized  upon  paper.  I  pretend  not  to  any 
precise  knowledge  of  the  progress' of  the  recruiting 
service.  Reports  on  that  subject  are  various  aad 
contradictory.  Sometimes  we  are  furnished  with 
a  whole  cluster  of  tiewspaper  paragraphs,  stating 
the  rapid  progress  of  the  recruithig  bosioess. 
These  reports  jtre  many  timaa  by  the  next  day 
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eoDtradi«led,  aad  thfieport  is  that  it  makes  liu|e 
or  DO  progress,  and  thai  the  jBuinerous  para^apbs 
coDiaioed  ip  newspapers,  stating  bow  rapidly  it 
goes  CD,  are  abeer  fabrications.  As  it  respects 
myself,  tbe  principal  part  of  tbe  infoFmation  I 
have  had  on  tbe  subject  bas  been  of  tbe  negative 
kind,  i.  e.  wben  a  particular  recruiting  station  bas 
been  mentioned  v  one  in  which  the  business  went 
00  rapidly,  and  correct  information  comes  to  be 
obiaioed  on  tbe  subject,  this  progress  is  not  there, 
iNitsome  other  place.  Proceed  to  the  second  place, 
and  it  is  found  not  to  be  there  but  some  where 
else.  In  this  way  you  may  pursue  it  in  a  circle, 
while  it  is  constantly  receding  like  a  jack-a-lan- 
terB,eladtng  tbe  grasp  until  it  is  at  length  found 
to  be  00  where.  .An4  can  anything  else  be  ex- 
pected io  a  coon  try  like  tbjB- United  Slatea ;  where 
the  people  bare  been  long  in  tbe  habit  of  cnitlra- 
tiog  liie  arts  of  peace,  and  where  there  is  a  de- 
maod  for  all. tbe  labor  of  the  country,  and  it  ean 
meet  an  adequate  reward  ?  Enterprising  yoong 
meo; perhaps  not  over  fond  of  the  dull  pursuits  of 
ciTiilife,  and,  stimolaUd  by  an  ardor  for  military 
fame  and  glorv,  mav  he  found  in  abundance,  who 
will  be  not  only  willing  to  accept,  but  dispoaed  to 
solicit  commissions.  But  can  it  be  expected  that 
yoQDg  men,  either  rich  or  poor,  who  have  the  repu- 
tatioB  of  honest  industrious  laborers,  jand  who 
caOfeitber  in  agricultural  pursuits,  or  in  the  prose- 
emioD  of  some  mechanic  art,  eariL  from  ten  to 
fiHeeo,  and  it  may  be  twenty  dollara  oKintfaly, 
will  surrender  their  liberties,  subject  tbemaelves 
to  all  tbe  rigors  of  military  discipline,  and  expose 
theoiselves  to  adi  the  fatigues,  daogeta,  add  priva* 
tioDsof  a  militarvlife  tor  the  mere  name  of  a 
soldier,  and  the  paltry  sum  of  five  dollara  a  monlh, 
aod  the  promise  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
Itod  at  tbe  end  of  five  years,  in  upper  Louisiana, 
in  the  salt  bogs  on  tbe  head  wat^  of  the  Arkanaaa 
rirer,  or  no  one  knows  where?  No,  it  is  not  to 
be  expected.  Some  worthless  vagabonds,  who  are 
raiber  a  nuisance  than  a  benefit  to  society,  and 
who  do  not  possfsss  sufficient  honesty,  iodustrf, 
aod  sobriety,  to  find  employment  or  gain  a  liveli- 
hood by  honest  labor,  may  enliat.  S^me  persona 
<^f  that  descripiion  are  tp  be  found  in  every  eoun- 
try,aIthottgb  probably  19  smaller  mimbersin  this 
uao  in  any  ot^r,  aiM  of  tfaosi?  vbicb  we  have,, 
a  considerable  number^  I  pretend,  not  to  say  bow 
pnt  the  proportion,  are  of  foreign  extraction 
>Qd  not  of  domestic  origin* 

Such  men,  it  may  be^  will  enlint.  Probably 
t^y  cannot  be  better  disposed  of  than  to  guard 
tbe  frontiers,  I  hope,  however,  uUt  onr  oouotry 
does  not  contain  a  au^cieet  number  of  such  char- 
icten  to  fill  up  an  army  of  thirty -five  thousand 
nen.  But  is  it  to  be  expected,  thar  the  substan- 
tial yeomanry  of  our  country,  tbe  sons  of  oor 
farmers  and  mechanics,  rich  or  poor,  wbo.bave 
Wen  brought  up  in  the  habits  of  industry,  will 
Wter  all  the  advantages  they  possess  in  the 
walks  of  civil  lifie,  for  3tteb  an  alternative  ?  I 
bare  already  observed  that  I  know  not  the  pre- 
cise ioformation  or  progrei^  of  tbe  recruiting 
««rviee.  But  willany  person .  either  state  it  as  a 
fact  which  has  eome  within  bia  own*  knowledge, 


ss 


or  one  of  which  he  baa  obtained ^ueb  correct  and 
authentic  information,  that  he  can  speak  of  it 
without  hesitation  as  true^  that  the  amouQt  of  the 
enlistments  since  the  commeocement  of  the  prea* 
ent  session  of  Coogresa)  is  sufficient  to  fill  up  the 
defifliency  of  the  old  Peace  Esublisbment  7  Will 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  .War  make  that  as- 
sertion, who  has  better  opportunity  to  know  than; 
any  other  man  1    1  have  .seiiotuii  doubts  whether 
the  assertion  would  be  made  from  any  quarter 
deserving  of  credit.    Bui  as  my  information  is 
inadequate.  I  shall  hasEard  no  assertion  on  the 
subject.    One  thing  may  be  considered  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  admitting  of  lew  or  no  exceptions,  that. 
when  troops  «ome  to  be  enibodied  tc^etber,  and 
their  numbera  to  be  noted  with  accuracy,  they 
rarely  ever  fail  to  fall  short  of  tbe  amount  at 
which  they  were  previously  estimated.    It  is  bm 
a  fkir  presumption  that  thie  will  be  the  case  in 
the  preseoi  instance.    We  have  also  authorized 
tbe  President  to  accept  of  the  services  of  a  vol*/ 
unteer  force  ^f  fifty  thouaand  men.    How  large 
a  proportion  of  these  have  volumeered  I  know 
not,  but  1  have  he^rd  of  none.    In  some  places 
the  proportion  of  tbe  detachment  of  the  one 
hnndred  thousand  militia  aothorixed  by  law  have 
been  draughted  and  ordered  to  bold  themselves 
in  readiness;  perhaps  in  a  few  instanccif,  but  I 
believe  in  vrtry  few,  they  have  volunteered.  But 
these  do  not  cpnstitote  a  force  which,  aecordine 
to  the  priticiples^of  our  Constitution,  can  be  used 
in  o^ensive  war ;  aod  I  bi^re  heard  of  but  very 
few  instances  io  which  they  have  volunteered 
their  services,  even  for  the  stations  to  which 
they  are  assignable  by  law*    If  the  recrutu  of 
the  regular  army  are  in  numbers  so  scanty,  and 
if  at  the  beginning  of  a  war  which  needs  tbe 
full  glow  of  national  enthusiasm  to  give  it  eclat, 
recourse  must  be  had  to  a  compalsiye  process  nol 
very  different  in  principle  from  the  conscriptioa 
of  France,  to  drag  our  citizens  reluctantly  inl» 
the  service,  it  is  aj  pmctioel  comment  upon  tbe 
correctness-  of  an  opinioii  which  has  been  fre* 
quently  advanced  witbin  these  walls,  as  -well  aa 
elsewhere,  thiit  the  present  war  was  necea^ry  to^ 
ceinport  with  thesentiments,  and  meet  the  wiahea 
of  the  peonle  at  large.    No.  air ;  this  conduct 
speaks  louder  than  aay-woros  can  do:  that  the 
people  neither  see  nor  feel  the  necessity  of  Uiie 
war.    A  thousand  resolutions,  and  noisy  pledges: 
of  lives  and  fortunes,  which  coat  nothiag,  can 
never  rebut  the  impreaaion.    I  am  afraid  that  it- 
will  be  found  that  we  have  mistaken  the  senti^ 
ments  of  licentious  journalists,  many  of  them 
forei^era  without  a  single  American  feeling  or 
attachment,  and  of  officers,  contractors,  purvey-* 
ora,  aikd  office  bunieis,  who  expect  to  make  a 
gain  of  war,  at  tbe  public  expense,  for  tbe  voice 
of  tbe  people..    Tbe  subatantial  yeomanry  of  the 
country  do  not,  they  cannot,  wish  lor  this  war. 

The  other  subject  which  merits  serious  con* 
sideration  before  they  engage  in  war,  is  the  source 
from  whence  money  ia  to  be  derived  to  carry  if 
on.  To  insure  success  io  war,  the  longest  purse 
is  nearly  as  necessarjr  aa  tiie  sharpest  sword.  It 
is  an  ohaervation  wbipb  I  have  heard  frequently 
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quoted,  whetlier  correctly  or  not  I  cannot  tell,  as 
being. made  by  a  roan  once  high  in  oflSce  in  this 
Grovernmeni.  and  still  high  ia  the  esteem  of  at 
least  a  large  portion  of  ihe  coipmontty,  that  a 
large  revenue  and  overflowing  treasury  were 
daogerous  to  the  peace  of  a  nation,  as  they  throw 
temptation  in  the  way  of  rulers  to  engage  in  un- 
necessary wars.  This  observation  does  not  seem 
to  be  applicable  to  our  present  situation.  We 
appear  to  be  selecting  a  time  to  begin  a  war,  when 
our  Treasury  is  empty,  and  we  are  destitute  of 
resources  to  replenish  it.  Some  appear  disposed 
to  scout  all  calculations  of  Expense,  and  to  rely 
upon  patriotism  and  a  high  sense  of  honor  to 
carry  on  the  w»r.  But  however  good  a  toph: 
patriotism  may  be,  to  furnish  materials  for  an  ha- 
rangue in  a  bar-room;  for«  newspaper  or  elec- 
tioneering essay ;  or  to  embellish  a  war-speecb 
on  the  floor  of  Congress,  we  must  have  money — 
money  in  large  snms->-to  carry  on  the  war.  Your 
soldiers  must  be  paid,  fed,  and  dotbedj'and  mag- 
azines, arsenals,  and  military  stores  of  every  kind 
must  be  provided;  and  from  what  source  are 
these  funds  to  be  derived  ?  I  have  not  of  late 
consulted  the  documents  relating  to  the  state  of 
the  Treasury,  which  at  the  early  part  of  the  ses- 
sion were  laid  before  Congress:  they  are  in  the 
hands  of  every  member,  and,  in  general,  they  at- 
test a  fact  well  known  to  all,  that  the  Treasury  is 
reduced  down  to  low-water  mark,  and  that  by  our 
restrictive  system  the  ordinary  modes  of  r^l^n- 
isbing  it  are,  in  a  great  measure,  dried  up.  These 
will  be  more  effectually  cut  off  in  time  of  war, 
especially  of  a  maritime  war,  which  willreduce 
nearly  to  nothing  at  all  the  supplies  derived  from 
imports  and  tonnage,  and  leave  us  no  other  re- 
sources than  loans  and  taxes,  iMiless  it  be  the  pal- 
try sum  derived  from  the  sale  of  public  lands. 
The  experience  of  the  fate  of  the  late  loan  shows 
us  that  supplies  cannot  be  procured  from  that 
source  witn  all  the  facility  which  was  contem- 
plated. It  was  anticipated  that  moneyed  men 
would  Tie  with  each  other  for  the  privilege  of 
subscribing  to  fill  up  the  loan  of  $11,000,000  au- 
thorized by  law ;  that  anticipation,  however,  has 
not  been  verified.  The  loan  is  still  far  deficient 
in  the  amount  contemnlated.  Exclusive  of  sub- 
.seriptiotts  by  banks,  which  are  conceived  to  have 
been  on  difierent  conditions  from  that  of  a  loan 
irredeemable  for  twelve  years,  the  subscriptions 
by  rndivldoals  amonnt  to  but  an  inconsiderable 
proportion  of  the  sum  of  |^ll,000,000i  Three 
things  are  necessary  to  facilitate  the  obtaining  of 
loans  by  a  Ctovernment.  viz:  a  sufficiency  of  dis- 
posable capital  to  enable  the  lender  to  make  the 
necessary  advances ;  a  wish  to  forward  the  cause 
for  which  loans  are  required,  and  a  confidence  in 
the  stability  and  resources  of  the  Government 
for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the 
reimbursement  of  the  principal  at  the  stipulated 
periods.  A  deficiency  of  capital  cannot  very 
well  be  alleged  as  the  cause  why  the  subscrip- 
tions have  not  been  filled  up.  It  must,  therefore, 
proceed  from  one  or  both  the  other  causes, i.e., 
either  that  the  war  for  which  the  loan  is  wanted 
if  not  a  popular  war,  or  doubts  ara  entertained 


about  the  resources  of  the  Government,  or  its 
ability  to  make  good  its  contracts  in  the  event  of 
a  war.  If  such  is  the  difficulty  to  obtain  a  first 
loan,  every  cent  of  which  will  be  necessary  at 
the  very  commencement  of  the  war,  probably 
before  a  single  blow  is  struck,  undoubtedly  to 
meet  the  appropriation  of  $17,000,000  made  du- 
ring the  present  session,  what  will  be  the  diffi- 
culty in  the  pr^ress  of  a  war.  in  which  new 
loans-  to  as  great,  or  probably  a  much  greater 
amount,  will  need  to  be  repeated  annually  for 
five,  six,  or  seven  years,  should  the  war  continue 
so  long,  while,  in  proportion  as  the  expense  in- 
creases, the  ability  to  meet  it  will  diminish? 

On  the  8ubje(il  of  the  proposed  internal  taxes 
direet  or  indirect,  I  shall  maxe  but  a  few  obser- 
vations, as  I  have  not  of  late  had  recourse  to  the 
documents,  t.  c,  to  either  the  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  or  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  ana  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  House.  I  only  refer  to  these doe- 
umentar  by  memory.  I  believe,  however,  that 
my  recollection  is  substantially  correct,  when  I 
say,  that,  agreeably  to  the  estimate  contained  in 
the  letter  and  report,  the  expenses  of  the  war  itself 
are  still  to  be  defrayed  altogether  by  loans,  and 
that  the  utmost  supply  to  be  expected  to  accrue 
from  the  ordinary  resources  of  imposts  and  ton- 
nage aided  by  the  addition  of  dooble  duties,  and 
the  sales  of  public  lands,  connected  with  the  de- 
scriptions of  direct  and  indirect  internal  taxes, 
contained  in  the  Secretary's  letter,  and  the  report 
and  resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Wajrs  and 
Means  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  House. 
will  be  'to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Government,  and  raise  a  fund  sufficient  to  pay 
the  interest  on  such  loans  as  will  be  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  war.  And,  indeed,  without  the  an- 
nual additions  of  fresh  burdens  on  the  people, 
this  resource  will  very  soon  be  found  inadequate 
to  that  purpose.  Admitting;  for  the  sake  of  ar> 
gnment,  that  th6  whole  expenditure  on  account 
of  the  war  will  not  exceed  the  snm  of  eleven 
millions  of  dollars  annually,  and  that  money  can 
be  procured  at  the  lowest  ttite  of  intevest,  i.  e.,  at 
six  per  cent.,  the  interest  of  this  sum  is  9660,000. 
The. proposed  tftxes  will,  it  appears,  be  necessary 
to  defray  the  onlinary  expenses  of  the  Ckyvem- 
roent,  and  pay  the  interest  on  *the  first  loan.  If, 
then,  the -whole  anion Dt  to  be  derived  from  im- 
posts and  tonnage,  with  the  addition  of  double 
duties,  as  well  as  the  direct  tax  of  three  mil- 
lions, with  «ll  the  other  et  cetera^  of  indirect 
taxation,  will  be  necessary  to  meet  the  ordina- 
ry expenses,  and  pay  the  interest  of  the  first 
loan ;  then,  supposing  a  new  loan  of  eleven  mil- 
lions of  dollai^  to  be  necessary  each  year,  90fi0,- 
000  will  be  necessary  to  be  added  annually  to  the 
sum  to  be  provided  tor  by  taxes.  Supposing  the 
war  to  continue  seven  years,  and  none  can  either 
calculate  or  limit  its  duration,  instead  of  the 
$660,000  of  the  first  year,  there  will  the  seventh 
y^r  be  $4,620,000  to  be  provided  for  by  taxes, 
which  will  render  it  necessary,  either  to  nearly 
double  the  direct  tax,  and  the  other  items  of  in- 
direct uxation,  or  to  explore  new  aovreen  to  app- 
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ply  the  deficiency.  And  at  the  end  of  seven 
years,  sboold  that  period  restore  to  us  the  bles- 
sings of  peace,  the  country  will  be  burdened  with 
a  Dew  debt  of  seyenty-seyen  millions,  in  addition 
to  the  present,  with  a  ruined  commerce,  with 
few  resources  excepting  direct,  and  different  kinds 
of  indirect  taxes,  to  be  imposed  upon  and  ool* 
leeted  from  an  oppressed  and  impoverished  peo- 
ple, whose  ability  to  bear  the  expense  will  di« 
minish  io  proportion  as  the  burdens  increase. 
This  calculation  is  founded  upon  the  presump- 
tion that  eleven- millions  will  be  an  adequate  sum 
10  defray  the  expenses  of  a  war,  and  that  loans 
to  that  amount  can  be  procured  on  the  most  fa- 
Torable  rate  of  interest,  viz :  at  six  per  cent. 
Bot  who  in  his  sober  senses  believes  that  a  war, 
such  as  will  draw  forth  the  energies  of  the  whole 
DitioQ  into  action,  can  be  carried  on  for  less  than 
doable  that  sum  1  A  gentleman  from  Virginia 
tome  time  ago,  when  the  Army  bill  was  under 
discDssion,  took  occasion  to  present  the  House 
with  some  statements  relative  to  the  expenses  of 
our  present  Military  Establishment,  taken  from 
official  documents,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer. 
Iq  the  year  1809,  there  were  in  the  service  of  the 
United  State»,  exclusive  of  «  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, 6,800  men,  whieb,  according  to  a  state- 
ment made  by  the  proper  department,  coat  the 
United  Stat^,  including  incidental  expeifses, 
$3,345,000,  which  makes  an  average  of  not  far 
from  $492  each  man.  Should  it  be  said  that,  in 
order  to  enhance  the  expenses  to  suchao'enor- 
moas  amount,  there  must  be  a  gross  want  of 
economy,  or  rather  waste,  somewhere ;  I  answer 
that  there  is  no  prospect  that  the  business  will 
be  managed  more  eeonomically  in  time  of  war 
than  in  time  of  peace.  On  the  contrary,  the 
public  will  be  much  more  exposed  to  waste,  los- 
!^es,  and  dilapidations..  Admitting  that  we  have 
tbiriy-fire  thousand  regular  troops  in  service,  and 
c^ery  man  of  them,  and  some  thousands  in  addi- 
tion, will  be  necessary  in  case  of  a  war,  and  the 
proposed  invasioD  of  Canada,  the  annual  expense 
of  the  regular  army  alone,  without  making  any 
allowance  for  the  expenses  of  ^militia,  volunteers, 
fortifications,  or  any  kind  of  naval  defence,  will 
be  upwards  of  seventeen  millions  of  dollars. 
Three  millions  annually  will  be  a  very  small  es- 
timate for  the  other  expenses.  Seven  or  tight 
millions  would  probably  be  much  nearer  the 
troth.  But  admitting  the  annual  addition  to  our 
national  debt  to  be  just  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, the  interest  of  this  sum  to  be  provided  for 
by  Uies  will  be  ^1 ,200,000,  if  borrowed  at  six 
P^r  cent. ;  if  borrowed  at  eight  or  nine  per  cent., 

a  proportionable  addition  must  be  made  to  that 

sum.     • 

Supposing  funds  could  be  provided  for  the  punc- 
tual payment  of  the  interest,  whioh  the  seventh 
year  will  nmouor  to  (8,400  000,  the  country  will 
at  the  end  of  that  period  be  involved  in  a  new 
debt  of  140,000,000.  But  it  is  perfectly  easy  to 
see  that  the  nation  when  deprived  of  its  commerce, 
and  with  the  various  branches  of  industry  aad  en- 
terprise paralyzed,  would  be  unequal  to  the  task 
cf  bearing  such  a  bdrdeo.    Reoottne  moat  be  had 


to  new  loans  tO'paj  the  interest  of  the  preceding 
or  it  must  be  unpaid,  in  which  event  the  faith  of 
the  nation  would  be  prostrated,  and  an  .end  would 
be  soon  pot  to  borrowing.  Such  a  war,  a  war 
productive  of  such  burdens  on  the  people  would 
soon  turn  the  public  execration  from  the  enemy 
we  have  selected,  to  the  authors  of  the  war.  The 
people  would  soon  begin  to  contrast  their  present 
situation  with  their  prosperity  before  its  com- 
mencement. 

1  have  made  this  calculation  on  the  presump* 
tion  that  the  amount  of  revenue  which  will  be 
derived  from  the  several  items  of  the  contempla- 
ted taxes,  would  come  up  to  the  estimate  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  have  no  data  on 
which  to  found  an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount 
which  will  be  raised  from  the  taxes  generally.  It 
is  thought  that  some  of  the  items  will  produce  a 
sum  much  larger  than  the  calculation.  I  think 
however,  that  it  is  easy  to  show  that  the  estima- 
ted amount  to  be  derived  from  imposts  aad  ton- 
nage, ill  case  of  a  war,  is  evidently  fallacious.  This 
source  if  I  reoollect  the  estimate  correctly,  is  cal- 
culated on  doubling  the  present  rate  of  duties  to 
produce  95)000,000  annually.  From  what  sources 
t>ur  importations  are  to  be  derived  in  time  of  war 
I  cannot  conceive.  They  cannot  come  from  Great 
Britailt,  of  course;  and  when  involved  in  war, 
and  our  ports  and  harbors  blockaded  by  the  Brit- 
ish fleets,  the  number  of  arrivals  from  other  na- 
tions must  be  very  few.  Attempted  importations 
will  be  much  more  likely  to  arrive  in  port  either 
in  Halifax  or  the  West  indies  than  in  the  United 
States.  And  if  some  stragglers  should  have  the 
good  fortune  to  arrive  in  safety,  the  mere  circum- 
stance of  doubling  the  duties  will  defeat  its  oh-- 
jeet,  by  disenabling  the  fair  trader  to  maintain  a 
competition,  and  compelling  him  either  to  aban- 
don commerce  entirely,  and  throw  the  business 
into  the  hands  of  smugglers  and  sharpers,  by 
whom  the  Treasury  would  be  defrauded,-  or  to 
torn  smuggler  in  his  own  defence.  As  it  respects 
the  furnishing  of  a  revenue :  Commerce  when 
unshackled,  and  subjected  only  to  such  a  mode* 
rate  impost  as  does  not  afford  so  great  a  bounty 
to  smuggling  as  to  counterbalance  the  risk,  is  like 
the  goose  in  the  fable  which  every  day  laid  the 
golden  egg.  By  hampering  it  with  impolitic  re- 
strictions and  especially  by  burdening  it  with  an 
impost  dutv  so  enormous  as  to  render  smuggling 
more  gainful  than  hazardous,  and  thereby  disen- 
abling the  lair  trader  who  respects  the  laws,  to 
pursue  his  business  to  advantage,  a  nation  is  guilty 
of  a  species  of  folly  similar  to  that  of  the  boy 
who  killed  his  goose  with  a  view  to  engross  the 
whole  treasure  at  once.  It  is  to  strangle,  her  in 
the  nest,  and  prevent  her  from  ever  laying  the 
golden  egg  in  future. 

Having  taken  thus  a  very  brief  view  of  the 
ability  of  the  United  States  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  this  war,  and  maintain  public  credit  on 
a  solid  and  immovable  basis,  I  shall  now  crave 
the  attention  of  the  House  while  I  take  another 
view  of  the  subject,  by  adverting  to  the  object  to 
be  obtained  bv  war,  and  .the  mode  proposed  for 
the  acooiaplianment  of  that  object.    What  is  the 
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particular  achieTem^nt  to  ba  accomplUhed  by 
ibis  af  mameDt,  which  is  to  be  kept  up  at  such  an 
enormous  expense,  and  which  is  to  bring  the  war 
to  a  successful  teritiination  ?  Why,  the  conquest 
of  Canada,  and  sometimes,  although  more  rarely, 
remotely,  and  indirectly,  a  glance  is  taken  at 
Nova  Scotia.  At  all  events,  Canada  must  be 
ours;  and  this  is  to  be  the  sovereign  balm,  the 
universal  panacea,  which  is  to  heal  all  the  wounds 
we  have  received  either  in  our  honor,  interest, or 
reputation.  This  is  to  be  the  boon  which, is  to 
indemiiiry  us,  for  all  patt  losaes  on  the  ocean, 
secure  the  liberty  of  the  seas  hereafter,  protect 
our  seamen  from  impressments^  and  remunerate 
us  for  all  the  blood  and  treasure  which  is  to  be 
expended  in  the  present  war.  Our  rights  on  the 
ocean  have  been  assailed,  and,  however  incoasift* 
ent  it  may  seem  to  go  as  far  as  possible  from 
the  ocean  to  seek  redress,  yet  this  would  appear 
to  be  th^  policy.  We  are  to  seek  it,  it  seems,  by 
fighting  the  Indians  on  the  Wabash  or  at  Tippe- 
canoe, or  the  Canadians  at  Fort  Maiden,  at  Little 
York,  at  Kingston,  at  Montreal,  and  at  Quebec.  It 
may  be  deemed  equally  inconsistent  in  a  man 
who  has.spent  his  life  in  a  manner  which  wholly 
abstracted  him  from  all  concerns  with  military 
affairs,  to  attempt  to  say  anything  about  the  con- 
quest of  Canada,  as  it  was  in  the  philosopher  in 
ancient  story,  who  attempted  an  harangue  upon 
the  military  art  in  the  presence  of  Hannibal.  But 
at  the  members  of  this  House  are  not  all  Hanni- 
bals,  as  some  of  them  are  men  of  military  experi* 
ence,  and  others  of  little  more  than  myself,  I 
shall  hazard  a  few  observations  on  the  subject  of 
the  conquest  of  Canada,  which  appear  to  me  to 
be  founded  upon  the  plain  dictates  of  common 
sense.  I  hope  military  men  will  pardon  me 
should  I  betray  a  want  of  knowledge  of  my  sub- 

i'eot.  Should  that  even  be  the  case,  it  will  per- 
laps  be  an  eveat  not  entirely  new  in  thi«  House, 
I  shall  say  nothing  of  either  the  morality  or  the 
humanity,  or  of  the  reverse  of  both,  which  will 
be  displayed  in  attacking  an  inoffensive  neighbor, 
and  endeavor  to  overwhelm  a  country  which  has 
done  us  no  wrong  with  a  superior  military  force 
alone.  The  conquest  of  Canada  has  been  repre- 
sented to  he  so  easy  as  to  be  little  more  than  a 
part)r  of  pleasure.  We  have,  it  has  been  said, 
nothing  to  do  but  to  march  an  army  into  the 
country  and  display  the  standard  of  tne  United 
States,  and  the  Canadians  will  immediately  flock 
to  it  and  place  themselves  under  our  protection. 
They  have  been  represented  as  ripe  for  revolt, 
panting  for  emancipation  from  a  tyrannical  Gov« 
•rnment,  and  longing  to  enjoy  the  sweets  of  lib- 
erty under  the  fostering  hand  of  the  United 
States.  On  taking  a  different  view  of  their  situ- 
ation, it  has  been  suggested  that,  if  they  should 
not  be  disposed  to  bail  us  on  our  arrival  as 
brothers,  come  to  emancipate  and  not  to  subdue 
them,  that  they  are  a  debased  race,  of  poltroons, 
incapable  of  making  anything  like  a  stand  in 
their  own  defence,  that  the  mere  sight  of  an 
army  of  the  United  States  would  immediately 
put  an  end  to  all  thoughts  of  resistance ;  that  we 
had  little  else  to  do  only  to  march,  and  that  in. 


the  course  of  a  few  weeks  one  of  our  Taliant 
commanders,  when  writing  a  despatch   to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  mi|i;ht  adopt  the 
phraseology  of  Julius  Cesar :  Fent,  Vidi^   VicL 
This  subject  deserves  a  moment's  consideration. 
To  presume  on  the  disaffection  .or  treasonable 
practices  of  the  inhabitants  for  facilitating  the 
conquest,  will  probably  be  to  reckon  without  our 
host.    The  Canadians  have  no  cause  of  disaffec- 
tion with  the  British  Government.    They  have 
ever  been  treated  with  indulgence.    They  enjoy 
all  that  security  and  happiness,  in  their  eonaex- 
ion  with  Great  Britain,  that  they  could  reason- 
ably expect  in  any  situation.    Lands  cao  be  ac- 
quired by  the  industrious  settlers  at  an  easy  raie» 
I  believe  for  little  more  than  the  oflice  fees  for 
issuing  patents,  which  may  amount  to  three  or 
four  cents  per  acre.    They  have  few  or  no  taxes 
to  pay.    I  believe  none  only  a  trifle  for  the  re- 
pairs of  highways.    They  have  a  good  market 
for  their  surplus  produce,  unhampered  with  em- 
bargoes or  commercial  restrictions  of  any  kind, 
and  are  equally  secure  both  in  person  and  pro- 
perty, both  in  their  civil  and  religious  rii^hts, 
with  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.    What 
have  they,  therefore,  to  gsin  by  a  connexion  with 
the  United  States?    Would  it  be  any  advantage 
to  them  to  have  the  price  of  vacant  lands  raised 
from  a  sum  barely  sufficient  to  pay  ofice  fees, 
say  three  or  four  dollars  one  hundred  acres,  to 
two  dollars  per  acre?    Have  we  any  other  boon 
to  hold  out  to  them  which  can  ameliorate  their 
condition  ?    It  cannot  be  pretended.     Why,  then, 
should  they  desire  a  revolution  ?    They  want 
nothing  of  us,  only  not  to  molest  them,  and  to 
buy  and  sell  on  terms  of  mutual  reciprocity.    We, 
therefore,  ought  to  calculate  on  every  man  in 
Canada  as  an  enemy,  or  if  he  is  not  hostile  at 
the  moment  of  the  commencement  of  the  expedi- 
tion, an  invasion  of  the  country  will  sooo  make 
him  so,  and  when  an  enemy  is  in  the  heart  of 
a  country,  ready  to  attack  our  homes  and  hooves 
it  will  inspire  even  a  poltfoon  with  courage,     Ic 
is  readily  admitted  that  the  phy^iciil  strength  of 
Canada  bears  but  a  small  proportion  to  thai  of 
the  Uniied  States,  perhaps  not  far  from  one  to 
sixteen  or  seventeen.    Reckoning  the  population 
ot  the  two  Gaoadas  at  450^000,  which  I  believe 
was  the  latest  estimate,  i.  e,  300,000  for  Lower, 
and  150,000  for  Upper  Canada.^  Bat  as   the 
population  of  Canada  is  rapklly  increasing,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  United  Stales,  half  a  million 
would  probably  he  no  exaggerated  eatimaie  of 
the  present  population.    Biu  to  invade  a  country 
with  any  prospect  of  success,  the  power  of  the 
invader  needs  to  be  much  greater  than  that  of 
the  party  invaded.    The  power  of  an  individual 
State,  fur  instance,  bears  but  a  small  proportion 
to  that  of  the  United  States,    Let  us  suppose 
that  ohe  of  the  large  States,  the  State  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  or 
Kentucky,  for  instance,  to  have  become  hostile 
to  the  Government  iyi  the  United  States,  and  to 
be  disposed  to  repel  an  invasion  to  the  utmost  of 
their  (jower.    The  other  States  are  disposed  to 
unite  in  invading  the  refractory  State  with  all 
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tbeir  ditposaMe  fore«  with  a  Tiew  to  oooqaett. 
Ii'  it  is  at  ali  in  the  power  of  the  United  Stales  to 
conquer  New  York  or  any  of  the  other  Slates 
named,  there  is  no  faian  bat  wiiJ  admit  that  it 
ma>t  be  at  a  rerj  great  expense  txith  of  blood  and 
uetsure.    The  pby«ioal  toroe  of  Canada,  i.  e., 
the  amount  of  popttiation,  is  not  far  from  half  of 
tbtt  of  New  1  ork,  but  it  is  probable  that  that 
force  can  be  more  easily  concentrated  into  a 
focos;  and  it  will  be  more  diffitult  to  bring  the 
foree  of  tbe  United  States  to  bear  upon  Canada 
thto  it  would  upon  New  York.    But^  akhough 
it  be  admitted  that  the  troops  of  the.United  Slates 
can,  with  iacilttf  if  you  pkase,  OTcrinn  the  open- 
coontry  and  possess  tfaeiftselres  of  ali  (be  posts 
from  Fort  Maiden  as  low  as  Montreal,  if  tbe  peo- 
ple are  determined  upon  aa^  crbstinaie  reaistanee, 
the  experieaee  of  erery  day  shaws  it  to  be  arery. 
different  thing  to  oferroo  a  coantryv  from  what 
it  ia  to  conquer  it.    Oaring  the  ReTolationary 
vir  a  great  proportion  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  was  overrun,  some  piaees  several 
timei,  by  the  Britiah  troops,  .  Bot,  were  the  United 
States  conquered  ?    During  the  present  war  ia 
Spaio  the  Freoeh  troops  have  overrun  the  prin^ 
cipal  part  of  tbe  country,  and  io  many  instaaces 
left  tbeir  footsteps  imprinted  in  blood,  but  Spain 
is  Dot  conquered  at  this  moment.'  Such -con* 
quesu  usually  last  no  longer  than  the  i^laeea  are 
oceapied  by  a  military  force.     Tbe  aiomepi  this 
is  withdrawn,  tha  eomitry  is  still  as  unconquered 
as  erer,  Ihe  hostility  becomes  move  embiyered. 
every  man  bvoomes  a  soldier,  and  the  invading 
eoeoiy  is  eoaqaered  and  expelled  io  hia  tarn. 
Bot,  supposing  that  there  is  no  military  foree  ia 
Caoada  sufficiently  powerful  to  meet  an  armf  of 
tbe  Uoiied  States  in  tbe  field,  do  the  CaoadiafluB 
possess  BO  other  means  of  annoyaace?    Will  it 
oot  be  oeeessanr  for  the  United  States  to  jdaee 
garrisons  in  difterent  placea?    Can  not  the  Caha« 
diaos  cut  off  aupplies  from  these  garrisons  and 
reduce  them  by  famiael    Or.  may  they  not  find 
opportunities  of  aQbduiag,'in  detail,  a  force  which 
they  would  be  unable  to  meet  when  eonceatrated 
in  a  body?    Supposing,  for  instance,  that  the 
pHucipal  army*  of  the  United  States  wbich  had 
eaiered  Canada,  had  descended  the  Saint  Law- 
rence for  tbe  purpose  of  laying  siege  to,  and 
taking  Q^iebee,  bow  is  this  Iben^ing  army  to 
^supplied  with  provjsioas  if  the  Canadians  re* 
omId  hostile  ?    Do  they  not  possess  Che  power  of 
itarviog  that  army,  and  compelling  tbe  United 
Suies  10  raiee  the  siege?    Besides,  so  long  as 
(be  British  fleet  eommands  not  oolv  tbe  ocean 
but  tbe  river,  and  is  therebf  enabled  both  to 
tbrow  in  soceora  ami  iupplifes  of  military  stored 
and  provisions  at  pleasure,  1  believe  the  eonquesc 
of  that  fortress  will  scarcely  be  thought  practi- 
cable by  military  men.    It  is  only  by  common 
report  that  I  know 
force  oow  in  Canada 

that  last  year  it  was  estimated  at  6,000  regular 
troops,  and  12,000  disciplined  militia,  ready  to 
be  called  together  at  the  shortest  notice,  when 
ud  wheresoever  tbeir  serriees  might  be  wanted. 
Since  that  timd  great  eaettions  have  been  made 
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to  increase  that  force,  both  b^  regular  enlistments 
and  extending  arms  and  discipline  among  the 
able-bodied  militia  who  were  capable  of  doing 
military  duty-.  It  would  probably  be  a  very 
mi^derate  estimate  to  calculate  that  force  at  25,- 
000  men.  Indeed,  if  we  include  all  able-bodied 
men  capable  of  doing  militia  dutV|  in  a  popula- 
tion* of  450  or  500  thousand  souls,  they  may  be 
more  than  double  that  number.  Ctoebec  is,  next 
to  Gibraltar  and  Cronstadt,  one  of  the  strongest 
places  in  the  world.  The  United  States  lay 
siege  to  it  with  twenty,  thirty,  or  possibly  forty 
thoUMind  men.  It  is  open  tor  the  reception  of 
succors  at  pleasure  fVom  the  sea.  What  pros- 
p^t  is  there  of  success?  I  will  attempt  no 
answer  to  tbe  question. 

I  have  hitherto  proceeded  on  the  presumption 
that  the  defence  of  Caoada  will  rest  exclusively 
upon  the  military  fbrce  now  there,  or  such  rein- 
forcements as  can  be  raised  within  the  province. 
Bot  is  this  tbe  facti  It  has,  I  believe,  not  very 
long  since,  been  io  evidence,  before  this  House, 
that  Britain  has  a  large  disposable  military  force  in 
Europe  which  is  unemployed  on  the  Continent, 
any  proportion  of  which  that  she  may  deem  ne- 
eessary  can  be  transported!  to  Canada  with  the 
utmost  fhcitity,  before  it  would  be  possible  for  us 
to  march  a  single  re^ment  to  the  Plains  of  Abra- 
ham. Suppose,  for  instance,  and  the  supposition 
is  neither  impossible  nor  highly  incredible,  that 
she  should  replace  ten  or  twelve  thousand  of  her 
vetemos  in  Spain  and  Portugal  with  an  equal 
number  of  troops  which  she  could  spare  from 
other  stations,  and  should  send  a  dozen  ships-of- 
t he-line  and  a  proportionate  number  of  frigates 
and  transports,  to  convey  that  or  a  greater  num- 
ber of  those  veterans  who  have  disputed  the 
laurali  many  times  snecessfblly,  aiid  generally 
upon  equal  terms,  with  Bonaparte's  invincible 
legions  in  -Spain  and  Portugal,  led  by  some  of 
the'best  €knerals  who  have  been  trainedf  up  under 
Lord  WelHngton,  who  may  be  supposed  to  have 
as  mach  experience  as  any  one  we  could  bring 
into  the'  field,  and  tbal  these  should  arrive  in 
Canadi  as  soon  as  it  would  be  ia  our  power  to 
march  aa  army  there;  what  would  be  the  proba- 
ble is^oe  of  a  campaign  miade  by  our  25,000  or 
35,000  new-raised,  or  not  yet  raised  troops t  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  answer  the  question;  I  shall 
leave  tbe  reply  to  the  advocates  of  the  present 
war;  at  least  I  shall  attempt  an  answerno farther 
than  to  observe  that  if  Canada  is  conquered  it 
must  be  at  a  vast  expense  of  blood  and  treasure. 
Let  us  wait  until  the  return  of  peace  in  Europe, 
and  then,  if  we  want  Canada,  I  have  no  doubt  it 
may  be  purchased  for  less  than  one  fourth  of  the 
money  it  would  now  cost  to  conquer  it. 

But,  let  OS  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that 

I  Canada  is  at  length  conquered,  and  everything 

anything  about  The  militavyr  settled  in  that  quarter— t^i6ono?  For  whose  ben- 

tda.    I.  have  been  informed'  efit  is  tbe  capture  of  Canada?    What  advantages 

are  we  Ukcly  to  reap  from  the  conquest  ?  Will 
it  secure  the  liberty  of  the  seas,  or  compel  Great 
Britain  to  rescind  her  Orders  in  Council?  Did 
we  ever  know  an  instance  in  which  Great  Britain 
gave  ttp  a  favorite  measure  for  the  sake  of  sat- 
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iDff  a  foreifCQ  poflwesyiob,  perhaps  of  very  little 
TaTue  to  her  ?  Will  the  adyantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  conquest  of  Canada  bean  equiTaleat  for 
the  loss  and  damage  we  may  sustain  in  ottier 
quarters  ?  What  is  Great  Britain  to  be  about  all 
the  time  that  we  are  wresting  Canada  out  of  her 
possession  ?  Is  it  consisteat  with  the  vieor  with 
which  she  usually  acts,  to  stand  by  and  tamely 
look  on  1  Either  she  will  attempt  a  vigoroos  de- 
fence  of  Canada,  or  shtf  will  not.  If  she  does 
tome  of  the  difficulties  of  the  enterprise  have 
been  stated.  If  she  does  not,  it  will  be  that  she 
may  be  the  better  able  to  inflict  a  seiFere  blew  in 
some  other  quarter.  Admitting  war  to  be  sin* 
cerely  in  tended, no  course  could  be  devised  more 
JDConsisteot  with  the  maxims  of  sound  policy 
than  that  which  appears  to  be  pursuing  by  the 
United  States.  While  all  our  attention  seems  to 
be  turned  io  Canada,  because  that  has  been  sup- 
posed to  be  the  most  vulnerable,  if  not  the  only 
vulnerable  point  in  which  we  can  attack  her  with 
affect,  no  pains  have  been  taken  to  guard  those 
points  in  which  we  are  the  roost  vulnerable.  An 
immense  property,  consisting  of  articles  of  Brit- 
ish growth  and  manufacture,  but  which  had  be- 
eome  the  bona  fide  proper tj  of  eititens  of  the 
United  States,  is  now  stored  in  the  warehouses  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies.  How  great 
that  amount  is,  it  is  probably  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain with  precision,  but  it  has  been  estimated  at 
from  eighty  to  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 
The  detention  of  this  property  in  British  ports, 
is,  besides  the  damage  done  to  the  individnal,  a 
clear  loss  to  the  Treasury  of  from  twelve  to  fif- 
teen millions — a  sum  which  would  have  afforded 
a  very  reasonable  supply  at  this  time,  in  the 
event  of  a  war,  all  this  property  will  be  put  at 
hazard,  at  lea^  if  not  entirely  lost  to  the  owner. 
Besides,  immense  shipments  still  upon  the  ocean, 
which  were  never  to  a  larger  amount  at  any  one 
time,  will  be  exposed  to  capture  and  confiacatioo. 
Had  proper  precautions  been,  taken  to  secure  the 

nerty  of  our  ciiixens  now  abroad,,  we  might, 
e  event  of  that  war  into  which  we  are  now 
about  to  plunge  the  sation,  have  saved  aaum 
equal  to  what  ^^Qiy  acre  of  land  in  Canada 
would  sell  for  at  a  fair  price.  In  addition  to  this, 
What  i9  to  be  the  employment  of  the  Brttiah  fleet 
while  we  are  conquering  Canada  %  Will  that  be 
idle  ?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  nearly  or  quite  half  of 
the  immense  fleets  of  Great  Britain  are,  at  this 
moment,  uneqi ployed,  and  can,  with  the  utmost 
facility,  and  very  little  additional  expensf^,  be 
transported  lo  our  shores  1  Such  is  the  exposed 
situation  of  our  maritime  frontier  that  half  a 
dozen  ships-of-the-lioe,  and  twice  that  number  of 
frigates  and  sloops  of  war,  can  spread  terror  and 
dismay  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and  even  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  Which  of  our  sea- 
ports is  It,  that  is  accessible  to  large  ships,  which 
may  not  be  laid  either  under  contribution  or  in 
ashes,  by  a  single  ship-<  f-the-line  ?  A  gentleman 
of  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  WioazRY,)  a  colleague  of 
mine,  who  lives  in  a  seaport,  some  time  ago,  when 
alluding  to  the  subject  of  war,  and  the  exposed 
sitoation  of  our  seaports,  observed  that  they  were 


in  no  danger  of  destrnctioa  hy  the  British  fleet ; 
that  they  could  not  destroy  them  even  if  they 
were  so  disposed.  -  That  gentleman  ought  to  have 
recollected,  and  he  was  certainly  old  enough  at 
the  time  to  notice  it,  that  his  own,  I  believe,  na- 
tive town,  certninly  the  town  of  which  he  has 
long  been  an  inhabitant,  was  laid  in  ashes  during 
the  Rerolotionary  war  by  one  single  eighteen- 
gun  ship.    What  an  eighteen-gon  ship  eoold  do 
then  a  seventy-fottr  couid  probaoly  do  now,  when 
the  town  is  more  than  five,  probably  more  than 
ten  times  the  value.    Should  it  be  objected  that 
Great  Britain  will  not  be  so  impolitic  as  to  carry 
the  honors  of  war  to  sueh  extremity  as  to  bora 
and  destroy,  or  even  to  plvader  our  towns,  I  an- 
swer, I  hope  so  too.    But  it  is  but  a  very  poor 
seeoritv,  a  mere  forlorn  hope,  which  rests  sipon 
the  forbesrance  of  an  enemy,  on  his^  not  having 
a  disposition  to  do  us  all  the  harm  in  his  power, 
rather  than  on  any  adequate  means  of  defence  or 
protection,  especially  on  the  forbeanuiae  of  such 
an  enemy  as  we  are  fond  of  representing  Great 
Britain  to  be,  and  as  she  nay  prove  when  once 
she  is  thoroughly  provoked  by  an  iavasion  and 
an  attempted  cooqueat  of  her  territory,  whether 
it  is  successful  .or  not.    War,  at  best,  is  hot  the 
unprofitable  contest  about  which  can  dio  the  other 
the  most  harm.     We  propose  to  attack  her  in  her 
Amerioaa  pos^essrons  becanse  we  suppose  her  to 
be  the  most  vulnerable  inahat  quarter.    She  will 
pursue  the  same  policy  by  attacking  us  in  our 
most  vglaerabls  point,  tut  point  in  which  she 
has  the  pawer  of  mflieting  a  deeper  wound  than 
any  we  can  give  in  retarn,  with  bat  little  incon- 
venience to  herself.    If  she  acts  with  her  usual 
vigor  and  precautioa,  she  will  effect  a  lodgment 
somewhere,  possibly  in  New  Orleans  or  New 
York,  which,  should  Canada  be  taken,  will  in- 
sure its  restoration  at  the  dose  of  the  war.    It 
has  frequently  been  observed,  in  this  House,  that 
the  people  had  bsen  deceived  in  thsir  tieiag  led 
to  believe  that  Congress  was  mol  in  earnest  in 
their  pcnfessed  intention  to  go  to  war,  wheraas  no 
design  was  ever  more  sincere,  no  measure  was 
ever  more  honestly  contemplated.    It  is  true  that 
such  an  impression  has  prevailed,  probably  lo  a 
considsrable  extent.    Prom  what  source  it  has 
originated,  I  pretend  not  to  say.    But  certain  it  is 
that,  in  msny  places,  it  has  beea  much  stronger 
among  thoae  who  claim  the  exclusive  right  of 
being  considered  the  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion than  among  the  Federalists.    This  deception 
cannot  have  arisen  from  either  intioiations  in 
Federal  newspapera^  or  extracts  of  letters  from 
Federal  membera  of  Cougress.    They  have  a 
summary  method  of  freeing  themselves  from  all 
impressions  from  that  quarter*    Yet,  certain  it  is, 
that  they  have  partook  largely  of  the  deception, 
and  have,  in  aome  plates,  treated  the  report  that 
we  were  on  the  eve  of  a  war  as  a  Federal  alarm, 
excited  for  electioneering  purposes.    But,  I  would 
ask,  has  there  not  been  something  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress,  during  the  present  session,  cal- 
culated to  favor  the  deception  ?    A  war  with  a 
great  naval  Power,  without  any  naval  prepara- 
tiour  ox  any  means  of  naval  pioteotion,  a  war  on- 
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derttken  estensiblf  for  the  defence  of  our  com 
m«reial  riffhis ;  and  erery  step  taken  toward  that 
vir  ealcoiaied  for  the  destruction  of  those  rights, 
if  not  for  the  obsolute  ruin  of  commerce  Itself,  or 
at  least  caleolaied  to  pot  both  in  the  most  im- 
miaeoi  hazard.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
not  moch  to  be  wondered  \f  the  p«rblic  did  not 
beliete  that  there  was  any  real  intention  to  ^o  to 
war,  the  declarations  to  the  contrary  notwith* 
sUfiding.  Whatever  iMiy  be  the  fate  of  Canada, 
whether  we  soceeed  in  taking  it  or  not^  if  it  is  at- 
tempted Great  Britain  wHl  harass  our  maritime 
frostier.  Rvery  ntoreaent  toward  her  posses- 
sions in  Canada  will  inerease  the  hazard  on  the 
seacoast^and  tend  to  destroy  oar  rights  on  the 
ocesn— those  rery  rights  which  we  are  professing 
to  deiend^-and  which  this  war  is  to  protect  and 
restere.  If  Canada  is  taken,  nhe  will  seize  an 
cqairalent  to  insure  its  restoration.  Canada  an^ 
Ifcra  Scotia  both  will  be  but  a  poor- equivalent 
for  New  York,  Rboda  Island,  Charleston,  New 
Orieaos,  fte.,  or  for  blocking  up  th«  Chesapeake, 
Delswtre^  and  the  Mississippi,  and  the  destruc- 
tioBofour  eommeree  andshtf>piog^  Yet,  to  ac- 
cofflplish  an  objeet  which  can  have  no  other  effect 
than  10  put  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  United 
States  in  the  naoet  imminent  bazavd.wearetobe 
oppressed  with  heavy,  and,  as  they  will  soon 
mre,  with  insupportable  taxes,  while  everything 
like  proteetion  is  denied.  The  expression  tnay 
be  deemed  a  strong  one,  but  I  can  neither  keep  it 
biek  nor  qualify  it,  that  the  citizens  on  the  At- 
laotie  frontier  can  have  no  more  interest,  and  can 
reap  BO  mora  protection  nor  di^rive  any  more  #e- 
CBrtty  from  the  money  expended  in  the  itiva- 
sioo  of  Canada,  tfran  if  it  was  expended  in  hiring 
t  baodiiti,  to  burn,  plunder,  and  desttoy  their 
habitations.  The  laying  Of  our  eitizent  under 
eoBiribation,  stripping  them  of  their  wealth,  emp- 
tfiog  the  vaults  of  hanks,  dbc,  are  some  of  the 
least  evils  which  are  to  be  expected.  Supposing 
a  iqnadron  of  three  ftoating  castles  to  be  station- 
ed tt  Halifiix,  another  at  Bermuda  or  New  Prov- 
idence, with  an-  adequate  number  of  frigates  and 
other  small  vesaels  to-scoor  the  coasts,  spreading 
terror  and  alarm  from  Passamaquoddy  to  the 
moath  of  the  Mississippi;  we  would  soon  become 
sickofonr  Canada  expedition.  A  former  Presi-^ 
dent  of  the  United  States  spoke  of  the  finger  of 
Heaven  as  pointing  to  war  with  France.  Some 
iBsy  be  of  opinion  that  the  finger  of  Helven  is 
poiotiog  to  a  war  with  €keat  Britain  at  this  mo- 
neat.  But,  if  the  finger  of  Heaven  is  to  be  eon- 
sMlered  as  pointing  to  anything  in  the  sitoation  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  to  their  beeoming,  at  no 
▼ery  distant  day,  an  important  naval  Power.  We 
bave  an  extensive  seacoast  and  the  materials  for 
&D  immense  eommerce  rapidly  increasing  by  the 
extension  of  agricuiture.  The  -ocean  Is  our  nat- 
ural element.  If  there  can  be  a  fault  in  bravery, 
our  officers  and  seamen  are  brave  to  excess.  On 
tbe  ocean  and  on  our  maritime  frontier  we  are 
alone  roinerable.  The  apprehensions  of  an  in- 
vading foe,  such  as  will  render  a  large  standing 
army  necessary,  are  idle.  Providence  has  placed 
tt  in  ft  sitnatiott  in  whkh,  if  we  are  biit  true  to 


ourselves;  we  may,  so  far  as  respects  the  appre- 
hension of  an  invasion  and  conquest  of  our  terri* 
tory,  bid  defiance  to  the  world.  It  is,  therefore, 
principally  to  our  maritime  defence  that  our  at- 
tention ought  to  be  directed.  I  can  scarcely  con* 
ceive  of  a  greater  absurdity,  I  was  about  to  say, 
and  I  hardly  know  of  a  milder  term  to  express  my 
idea,  if  I  did  I  wotild  use  it,  than  that  of  attempt- 
ing to  carry  on  a  war  with  a  naval  Power,  a  war 
for  tbe  express  purpose  of  asserting  and  recover* 
ing  our  rights  on  the  ocean,  without  a  naval 
force. 

But  it  is  suggested  that,  in  connexion  with  the 
small  naval  force  we  alreadv  possess,  what  may 
be  done  in  the  present  war.  both  to  annoy  the  en- 
emy and  give  security  to  ouc  maritime  frontier, 
by  fitting  out  privateers.  What  it  is  in  the  power 
of  such  an  inconsiderable  force  to  clo,  we  may 
probable  expect  from  our  gallant  little  navy,  but 
It  wants  the  phyiueal  means  of  giving  security* 
Without  adverting  to  the  immoral  and  unprinct- 
pled  busiiiess  of  privateering,  generally,  and  the 
very  little  chanee  which  is  necessary  to  convert 
it  into  piracy,!  would  ask  the  question,  is  this 
alt  the  protection  which  this  nation  will  afford  to 
commerce,  in  a  war  undertaken,  it  is  said,  for  no 
other  pur|)oae  than  for  the  assertion,  protection, 
and  securrty  of  our  commercial  rights  7  After 
harassing  and  depressing  the  mercantile  interest 
nrith  embargoes,  non-intercourse,  non^importa- 
tion,  dkc.,  are  you  abont  to  throw  the  merchants 
unprotected  on  the  ocean,  with  liberty  to  fight 
their  own  battles  against  the  navies  of  the  whole 
worljd  at  their  own  expense  and  risk,  while  every 
step  taken  by  the  nation  is  calculated  to  precipi- 
tate them  to  destruction  f  Was  it  for  such  a  pro- 
tection as  this  that  the  commercial  Slates  asso- 
ciated in  the  present  national  compact  ?  This  is, 
I  know,  consistent  with  the  uniform  resistance  01 
every  attempt  to  have  anything  like  a  respectable 
naval-  force  ouring  the  last  ten  years  \  but  it  is 
not  consistent  with  the  declarations  of  gentlemen, 
oAea  repeated  with  earnestness  on  this  floor,  that 
the  present  war  was  necessary  to  vindicate  their 
rights,  that  their'  rights  were  invaded,  and  must 
not  be  surrendered.  What  rights  are  invaded?' 
Not,  certainly,  our  right  to  the  soil,  or  any  of  our ' 
political  rights.  As  it  respects  these,  we  have 
still,  thank  Heaven,  the  privilege  of  managing 
our  own  affairs  in  our  own  way,  unawed  by  the 
open,  and  avowed  mandate  of  any  foreign  despot. 
How  long  this  may  be  the  case,  is  known  only  to 
Him  who  knows  all  things.  The  invasion  of  our 
rights,  of  which  we  complain,  is  that  of  our  com- 
mercial rights — our  rights  on  the  ooean-^^nd  the 
very  first  step  taken  in  a  war,  undertaken  osteoh  • 
sibly  for  thdr  defence,  is  to  abandon  them  en- 
tirely by  tbe  strong  arm  of  the  Government,  and 
merely  permit  tbe  individuals,  in  whose  persona 
these  rights  have  been  invaded,  to  fight  their  own 
]>attles  without  any  assistance  from  the  nation. 
This  is. not  to  defend,  but  to  abandon  those  very 
rights,  for  the  ostensible  defence  and  mainte- 
nance of  which  we  are  about  to  be  plunged  into 
a  war. 

It  further  deserves  attention,  that  the  ealcula* 
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tioos  upoD  the  success  of  priirateeringf  eiihet  asa 
means  of  defence  or  of  annoyance  of  the  enemy, 
are  probably  very  erroneous.  From  the  circum- 
stance  of  my  occupying  a  situation  considerably 
inland,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  1  doubt- 
less know  much  less  about  the  situation  of  that 
business  than  others,  who  were  in  a  more  favora- 
ble situation  to  be  acquainted  with  ir«  But,  I 
know  enough  on  which  to  found  a  beliel^  that  it 
was,  in  general,  attended  with  loss  to  those  en- 
saged  in  it.  When  the  attempt  was  first  made, 
during  the  early  part  of  the  Re;rolutionary  war, 
it  was  attended  with  some  success,  because  it  was 
a  species  of  warfare  unexpected  by  the  enemy, 
and  one  which  he  was  not,  at  that  moment,  pre- 
pared to  meet.  But,  in  the  latter  stages  of  the 
war,  when  the  business  of  convoying  merchant 
ships  was  more  completely  arranged,  it  was  a 
bttsjnesa  which  was,  with  a  very  few  exceptions, 
ruinous  to  the  undertaker.  Those  who  went  on 
board,  instead  of  accumulating  fortunes  as  they 
had  previously  contemplated,  frequently  found 
themselves  either  on  board  prison  ships,  or  in  the 
jails  of  Europe,  while  thoseat  whose  expense  the 
privateers  were  fitted  out  were  ruined.  I  had  an 
opportunity  to  know  the  fate  of  privateering  in 
one  instance,  in  which  someof  my  near  relatives, 
and  a  large  number  of  my  acquaintance,  embark* 
ed  in  it,  doubtless  with  the  most  sanguine  expec- 
ution  of  enriching  themselves.  The  privateer 
was  taken,  and  the  crew  carried  to  Portsmouth, 
ID  England,  and  imprisoued,  where  some  of  them 
died)  some  found  means  to  escape  and  to  ireach 
France,  from  whence,  after  a  long  interval,  part 
of  them  reached  their  native  shore,  and  the  re- 
mainder were  released  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
after  a  captivity  of  twenty-seven  months^and 
thought  themselves  fortunate  in  escaping  a  prison 
ship,  and  in  being  located  in  a  place  where  they 
were  treated  with  all  the  humanity  and  indul- 
gence compatible  with  a  state  of  captivity.  That 
was  also  a  much  more  propitious  period  for  pri- 
vateering against  Great  Britain  ihao  at  present. 
The  British  fleet  did  not  then  possess  that  decided 
sapertority  over  the  other  fleets  of  Europe,  which 
it  has  since  obtained.  Had  this  been  the  ease,  a 
French  fleet  coald  never  have  co-operated  in  the 
capture  of  Cornwallis.  Indeed,  throughotit  at^ 
most  the  whole  of  the  war,  it  could  claim  bat 
little  supiertority  above  that  of  France.  Il  wae 
not  until  after  the  celebrated  victory  obtained  by 
8ir  Gkorge  B.  Rodney  over  the  Count  deOrasse, 
in  the 'West  Indies,  that  atiytbing  like  a  decided 
superiority  was  obtained,  and  this  was  soon  fol- 
lowed, by  peace.  The  present  superiority  of  the 
ficitish  fleet  in  every  sea^  is  well  known  to  every 
gefttlemao  in  the  House,  while  the  fleets  of  other 
nalioDs  have,  in  a  great  measure,  vanished  from 
the  ocean.  Her  flag  now  rides  so  completely  tri* 
iHBpbant,  that  she  ia  able  to  give  eflooient  pro- 
tection to  her  commetce  in  every  sea»  She  has 
it  in  her  power  to  destroy  our  commerce.  She 
will  soon  sweep  our  privateers  from  the  ocean. 
Our  merchant  vesseli<,  also,  though  well  adapted 
to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  built,  that  is, 
for  the  iransportotion  of  heavy  loads  of  our  balky  | 


produce  to  a  foreign  market,  will  be  fomnd  to  be 
badly  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  privateering. 
Tliey  will  be  found  to  be,  by  the  nature  of  their 
construction,  unwieldy  and  anraanageable,  on- 
suited  either  to  give  chace,  or  to  escape  from  a 
superior  force.  I  ^lo  not,  by  these  obsiervationa, 
wish  to  be  uoderatood  as  meaaing  to  iosinnate 
that  it  would  be  possible  for  us  to  raise  a  fleet,  at 
this  moment,  Which  would  be  able  to  cope  with 
that  of  Great  Britain.  But,  if  we  have  not  the 
means  of  afibrdiog  protection  againat  any  mari^ 
time  Power,  scarcely  against  Algiers,  we  ought 
to  be  cautious  about  entering  into  a  war  with  the 
greatest  maritime  Power  in  the  world,  while  we 
are  wholly  deatitnte  of  the  means  of  carrying  it 
on  to  efiedt,  and  we  ought  to  be,  in  a  partieolar 
manner,  cautious  ibont  dooming  a  Talnable  elass 
of  our  citiiQene  to  ioevitabie  destniction,  in  quest 
of  that  naaritime  proteetion  which  the  HattcHi 
confesses  itself  wholly  ineonpetent  to  affiird. 
Had  one-tenth  part  of  the  property;  destroyed  by 
the  operation  of  our  laws,  by  embargoes  noo-in* 
tereourse,  Ac.)  eonnected  With  wft«t  baa  beea 
squandered  upon  gonboats,  torpedoes,  and  soelt 
like  Q,uixotie  experiments,  been  laid  o«t  in  forti* 
ficattoas,  and  in  preparing  the  meatis  of  ,an  effi* 
cient  naval  defence,  I  do  not  believe  that  we  woal4 
hav£  experienced  those  aggressions  on  our  mari- 
time rights,  of  which  we  so  loadly  complain,  and 
to  avenge  which  we  must  now  go  to  war.  Or, 
had  we  been  then  obliged  to  hare  recourse  to  the 
last  resort,  we  might  bare  been  better  prepared  to 
meet  the  crisis. 

And,  what  is  that  mighty  boon  which  we  ex- 
pect to  obtain  by  war,  should  it  even  prove  sae- 
cessful?  Why^  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, and  the  privilege  of  a  free  trade  to  France, 
where,  perhaps,  instead  of  having  oar  ▼esnels 
subjected  to  French  bomtnsrs  on  the  ocean,  we 
might  have  the  opportunity  oFplacing^an  immense 
property  within  the  grasp  of  the  Emperor,  to  be 
subjected  to  some  future  RambooiUttweeree.  Bot 
what  is  the-lrade  to  France  worth  under  the  pre^ 
ent  system  of  Imperial  nanicipal  regulalioiis  ^ 
Every  intelligent  merchant  will  nnswer  nothing. 
Our  cettoo  never  can  encounter  the  present  tariff 
of  French  duties,. and- our  iofaaooo  is  a  dead  loss 
to  theihjpper.  As  it  respeclrthe tf mount  of  ex- 
ports for  the  last  year,  a  document  furnished  by 
the  Treasnry  D^artment,  which  is  in  the  hands 
of  every  member  of  the'Hoose,  gives,  doubtless, 
correct  information.  Not  having  lately  turned 
to  the  docatnent,  I  speak  only  from  memory  and 
in  round  nambers ;  but  i  believe  I  am  snbsun- 
tially  correct  when  I  state  the  whole  amount  of 
export  oi  articles  of  domestic  growth  and  inann- 
tnre  at  a  sum  exceeding  forty-five  millions  of  do^ 
lars.  Of  this  strai,  the  value  of  upward  ef  thirty* 
eight  millions  were  exported  to  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain,  and  to  Srpain  ond  Portugal,  and 
less  than  two  millions  to  France  and  Italy,  i  be- 
lieve something  more  than  9I)9W|000.  For  the 
sake  of  an  export  trade  of  less  than  two  millions, 
and  even  that  small  pittance  so  oppressed  with  ex- 
travagant duties,  as  to  make  it  worth  little  or  no- 
thing to  the  nfrohaotSy  and  aanst  so  continue 
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until  ihera  IS  a  radical  ohaage  iatlie  Freoch  aya- 
tem,  we  are  abom  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  all  oar 
other  gatvfal  export  trade,  and  eueooiiter  a  raia- 
oaswariaio  the  iMfgain.  If  tbis  is  not  to  be 
what  is  vulgarly  called  penny  wise  and  pound 
foolish.  I  know  not  te  what  it  ts  that  we  can  with 
propriety  give  the  appellatioo. 

If  the  patience  of  the  House  is  not  altogether 
exhansted  by  the  length  of  my  reaaarks,  there  is 
tlill  ooe  other  riew  of  the  subject  to  which  I  must 
call  their  atceation,  i.  e.  that  a  war  with  Gkeat 
Briuia  will  ineritably  throw  as  into  the  arms  of 
France,  either  as  allies  or  as  bomble  dependants, 
lo  the  situatioD  in  whick  we  will  be  placed,  the 
distinctioB  between  the  ally  and  a  dependant  will 
be  perfectly  inmaterial.    An  alliaDce  will  re- 
semble the  pMtnersbip  in  hunting  between  the 
lioQ  and  the  lesser  b^sts  in  the  fable,  in  which 
ahhon^h  all  eliared  in  tke  labor,  loli,  and  daoger^ 
yet  the  king  of  beaais  engrossed  the  whole  of  the 
prey.    Oar  rank  as  an  independent  nation,  and 
even  ow  independence  itself,  will  be  gone,  and 
our  liberties* will  be  sarren^ered  into  the  haads 
of  oae  w^  will  know  how  to  convert  them  to  the 
fnftberance  of  hiaownambitiotts. views,  withont 
waiting  for  oor  consent.    Oa  this  part  of  my 
sobject  L  with  to  be  plainly  understood.    I  have 
aeither  the  intentioa  nor  wish  to  impnte  to  gan- 
tlemen  views  and  motives  which  they  explicitly 
disarew.    The  advocates  ior  this  war  tell  us 
that  they  ha  ire  no  intention  to  identify  them- 
selfes  with  Elaropean  politica  or  Baropean  ooo<- 
tests;  that  they  go  to  war  merely  in  defence  of 
their  own  rights,  and  whenever  proper  security 
can  be  ebtaioed  for  these  they  will  be  ready  to 
make  peace   without  haviag  any   reference  to 
what  may  be  the  state  of  the  war  in  Europe. 
This  loott  very  fair  and  plausible  in  theory,  and 
I  do  not  call  in  question  the  sincerity  of  the  dee- 
laratioD,  I  only  dnpote  the  practicability  of  car- 
lyiog  it  into  effect.    Can  ix  be  donel    We,  sir, 
the  moment  we  become  engaged. as  a  party  in 
tbis  war,  become  identified  in  all  the  ramifi- 
cations <i  the  European  contest.    Supposing  the 
war  in  Europe  should  continue  for  twenty,  thirty 
^r  forty  years  to  come,  we  must  continue  to  be 
parties  in  it.     Tbis  war  which  has  raged  so  long 
most  at  some* time  have  an  end,  however  remote 
the  period  may  be.    la  the  issue,  either  one  of 
the  Pawers  must  conquer  the  otheri  or  both  par- 
ties, becoming  equally  tired  oai  and  exhausted  by 
the  war,  wiH  be  disposed  to  make  peace  on  somse- 
thiog  like  equhl  terms,  being  content  that,  as  it 
respected  each  other,  tkings  should  remain- pretty 
noch  in  the  situation  they  were  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.    Let  us  suppose  the  first. 
Let  us  suppose  that,  in  coasequence  of  our  en- 
gtging  in  the  contest.  Great  Britain  should  iall, 
and  a  Prince  ofi  the  French  dynasty,  subiervient 
to  the  will  of  the  Emperor  of  Fraoce,  should  be 
placed  on  the  ^itish  throne,  and  the  whole  of 

the  British  fleet  should  become  sabserrient  to  the 
Ambition  of  Napoleon,  are  we  to  reap  any  benefit  1 
Will  the  freedom  of  the  seas  be  any  better  ae- 
cared?  Has  either  Holland,  Switzerland,  Bel- 
gium, 01  I^y,  b^cn  benefiucd  by  what,  baa  been 


called  a  onion  with  France?    No  man  will  mafee 
the  assertion.    We  will  be  degraded  into  a  mere 
colony  of  the  Qreat  Nation.     We  may,  perhaps,*^ 
be  considered  as  too  far  distant  to  constitute  an 
inteorral  part  of  the  Empire;  but,  the  Corsican 
df  nasty^  which  is  so  fruitful  in  the  production  of 
sovereigns  for  other  nations,  after  having  filled 
the  British  throne,  can,  without  doubt,  turnisb 
another  hopeful  epront  to  fill  that  of  the  United 
States.    This  would  be,  perhaps,  the  greatest  fa^ 
vor  which  we  would  have  a  right  to  expect. 
This  is  an  event,  however,  of  which  I  entertain 
no  very  serious  apprehe.nsioo8.    I  believe  that  the 
insular  sitaation  oi  Great  Britain, cimnected  with 
her  wooden  walls,  but  above  all,  with  the  irresist- 
ible power  and  providence  of  Heaven,  which  is 
preserving  her  for  nobler  purposes,  perhaps,  while 
she  does  not  mean  so,  will  preserve  her  oliimately 
from  the  grasp  of  Napoleon,  and  her  long  pre- 
dicted downfall.    On  the  same  source  we  may,  I 
trust,  rely  for  the  safety  and  protection  of  the 
United  States.   But,  supposing  on  the  other  hand 
that  France,  from  aome  cause  or  other,  both  eta- 
seen  and  unexpected,  should  be  worsted  in  the 
conflict';  sopoosing  her  oppressions,  which  hava 
been  many,  shuuld  produce  a  reaction  among  the 
nations  she  has  overran  by  her  arms  and  degraded 
from  tl>e  rank  of  independent  nations,  and  they 
should  assist  in  her  downfall ;  supposing  she 
shoald  be  obliged  to  concede  to  Great  Britain  all 
the  maritime  rights  which  she  claims,,  and  all 
the  colonies  she  occupies, "and  restore  Hanover  to 
its  hereditary  prince,  as  well  as  all  the  conquered 
nations  lo  therr  former  state  of  independence,  aad 
become  the  humble  solicitor  of  peace,  instead  of 
the  proud  dictator  of  its  terms,  (aad  certainly 
these  suppositions  are  far  from  impossible,  or  even 
very  improbable,)  would  our  situation  be  improv- 
ed 2  Whatever  rights  we  then  enioy  on  the  ocean, 
must  be  by  mere  courtesy,  and  tt  would,  in  that 
case,  be  more  than  ever  her  policy  to  keep  us  da- 
pendent.    At  all  events,  peace  with  both  natioss 
will  be  out  of  the  question  before  a  general  peaae. 
We  anight  possibly  make  a  change  in  our  selec- 
tion of  an  enemjr.    We  might  make  peace  with 
Great  Britain.    She  might  so  far  concede  to  oar 
demands,  that  we  might  have  uo  possible  object 
in  continuing  the  war.    What  would  be  the  con- 
sequence 1     Why,  a  war  with  France.    The  ex- 
peoution  that  we  could  ever  be  at  peace  with 
both  nations  so  long  as  they  were  at  war  with 
each  other,  would  be  perfectly  visionary.    Bat 
let  us  suppose  ourselves  arrived  at  the  period  of 
a  general  peace — a  period  which  must  come  at 
last.    Let  us  suppose  both  parties  heartily  tired 
out  with  the  war,  and,  so  far  as  respected  them- 
selves, disposed  to  make  peace  on  something  li^e 
equal  terms,  what,  in  that  event,  would  be  oar 
simation  ?    Precisely  that  of  minor  Powers  who 
have  unfortunately  been  drawn  in  as  accessories 
in  a  war,  and  whose  interests  are  usually  forgot- 
ten on  the  return  of  peace.    We  must  accede  to 
a  peace  on  those  conditions  which  the  principal 
contending  Powers  are  pleased  to  dictate.    Sap- 
pose,  for  instance  it  shoald  be  agre^  to  restore 
things  to  the  sitaation  in  whibh  i^y  were  at  the 
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commeiieemeDt  of  the  war ;  that  Great  Britaia 
should  agree  to  restore  to  France  her  poasessioos 
in  the  West  lodies,  aod  France  a^ree  to  restore 
HanoTer  to  Great  Britain,  aod  re8tore  Spain,  Por- 
tugal, and  the  other  nations  of  continental  Eu- 
rope, to  their  national  independence.  Suppose, 
for  instance,  that  we  should  nave  been  so  saccess- 
ful  as  to  take  Canada,  Nora  Scotia,  and  the  Flor- 
idas — which  is,  I  believe,  the  greatest  length  oar 
idieas  of  conquest  hare  yet  gone ;  I  do.  not  know 
that  tbey  hare  yet  extended  as  far  as  Jamaica 
or  the  island  of  Cuba — when  arrangements  are 
made  for  a  general  peace,  these  conquests,  and,  it 
may  be,  Louisiana  into  the  bargain,  must  be  giv- 
en up  to  their  former  possessors.  We  say  no ;  our 
intention  has  ever  been  to  keep  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  the  Floridas,  which  have  been  pro- 
cured at  such  a  great  expense  of  blood  and  treas- 
nre.  The  answer  will  be,  you  must  give  them 
up,  if  you  wish  to  participate  in  the  advantages 
ot  a  general  peace,  or,  if  you  attempt  to  retain 
them,  it  must  be  at  the  expense  and  risk  of  a  war 
with  both  nations.  You  must  give  up  your  con- 
quests without  obtaining  an  equivalent,  while 
each  of  tha  primary  contending  Powers  will  con- 
sul t  her  own  interest  and  convenience  in  portioa- 
ittg  out  such  commercial  privilesesas  she  will  be 
pleased  to  bestow  upon  you.  And  these  will  be 
the  probable  advantages  which- you  may  be  al- 
IowcmI  to  gain  by  a  general  i^cc^  after  crinson- 
ijDg  not  only  the  Plains  of  Abraham,  but  proba- 
bly the  distant  seas  of  Europe  aod  the  West  Indies 
with  the  blood  of  our  citizens  slain  in  the  con- 
flict— with  our  population  wasted  by  death  and 
eooscriptions,  after  having  suffered  the  loss  of  oar 
commerce  aod  shipping,  and  the  principal  part  of 
oar  commercial  capital,  and  after  contracting  a 
debt  of  one,  and  it  may  be  two  hundred  millions, 
by  which  posterity  will  be  burdened  for  genera- 
tions yet  unborn.  This  is  the  fruit  which  may  be 
naturally  expected  to  grow  out  of  such  a  war, 
and  the«e  the  advantages  which  will  probably  re- 
sult from  a  return  of  peace.  Is  it  not^  better  to 
remain  at  peace  aod  ^  bear  the  ills  we  have,  than 
fly  to  others  which  we  know  not  of,"  by  rashly 
venturing  out  into  the  vortex?  But,  supposioff 
the  belligerents,  after  the  long  experience  which 
they  have  had  ot  each  other's  strength  in  the  ^  tog 
of  war,"  should  see  fit  to  enter  into  the  closest 
alliance  (and  certainly  this  is  a  supposition  which 
is  neither  impossible  nor  very  improbable,)  and 
should  agree  to  divide  the  empire  of  such  part  of 
the  world  as  they  could  bring  within  their  grasp 
between  them.  Suppose  it  slK>uld  be  part  of  their 
agreement  to  partition  the  United  States  for  their 
mutual  benefit,  and  make  either  the  Potomac  or 
the  AUeghany  the  dividing  line,  it  might  be  with 
the  most  extreme  difficulty,  and  only  at  the  ex- 
pense of  another  ruinous  war,  that  the  consum- 
mation of  the  plan  might  be  prevented.  Sach 
are  some  of  the  bright  aod  alluring  prospects 
which  the  contemplated  war  presents  to  my  view. 
They  deserve  otir  serious  consideration.  When 
once  the  sword  is  drawn,  we  cannot  sheathe  it  at 
pleasure,  ^ow  we  may  probably  remain  at  peace. 
I  shall  aeiain  the  House  with  but  a  very  i^vi 


observatioBs  more.  It  is  said  that  we  have  al- 
ready gone  so  far  that  oar  honor  \%  pledged  ;  we 
cannot  go  back,  we  cannot  retreat  without  iodei- 
ible  disgraoe.  Indeed,  we  ehoald  render  oarselves 
the  reproach  of  the  whole  world  sboold  we  recede 
from  the  attitade  we  have  taken,  unless  Great  Brit« 
ain  first  relaxes  from  her  maritime  sjratem,  by  re* 
pealing  her  Orders  in  Council.  As  it  respects  the 
pledge  so  honorably  given  to  this  nation  to  go  to 
war  for  the  assertion  and  vindicatioa  of  the  peo- 
ple's rights,  I  believe  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  will  most  efaueerfoily 
exonerate  Congress  from  the  trouble  and  expense 
of  redeeming  this  pledge.  I  believe  nothing,  un- 
less it  was  a  complete  settlement  of  all  ouf  dif- 
ferences with  foreign  nations,  would  be  hailed 
with  greater  joy  by  the  American  people  than 
a  manifestation  by  Congress  of  a  resoltitioa  still 
to  continue  at  peaces  In  a  case  where  their  pros- 
perity and  happiness  are  so  intimately  eonceraed 
as.  in  a  question  of  peace  and  war,  the  people  at 
large  will,  not  reason  rery  nicely  on  points  of 
honor.  I  am  not  conrarsant  in  what  are  called 
the  laws  of  honor  among  individuals,  (i  mean  as 
it  respects  the  settlement  of  disputes,)  neither  is 
this  either  the  time  or  place  to  diseiLss  their  mer- 
its. They  may,  perhaps,  compel  the  man  wht^ 
submits  to  them  to  expose  his  life  in  attempting 
to  repel  an  injury  or  an  Insult,  even  where  the 
chance  is  every  way  against  him  that  he  shall 
lose  it,  or  to  resist  an  aggression  even  where  he 
has  no  means  to  •  nuke  that  resistance  effecCuaL 
With  respect  to  national  honor,  this,  as  I  con- 
ceive, primarily  consists  in  the  inviolable  main- 
tenance of  justice  and  good  faith  between  na- 
tions, in4ll  public  transactions.  In  everything 
else,  the  honor  of  a  nation  is  to  be  identided  with 
the  happiness,  with  the  great  and  substantial  in« 
terests  of  a  nation.  Where  these  great  interests 
can  be  best  promoted  by  remaining  at  peace,  peace 
ought  to  be  pursued  and  maintained  by  all  means. 
These  interests  ouffht  never  to  be  jeopardized  by 
engaging  in  such  Quixotic  enterprises  as  put  er- 
erj^thing  at  hazard,  and  where  nothing  can  be 
gained,  if  successful,  in  pursuit  of  the  mere  phan- 
tom, honor.  The  honor  of  being  celebrated  as  a 
warlike,  as  a  fighting  nation,  will  very  easily  be 
dispensed  with,  whenever  tne  safety,  the  pros- 
perity, or  the  happiness  of  the  people  at  large  is 
the  object  aimed  at  by  the  Government,  f  un- 
derstand that  in  what  are  called  private  affairs  of 
honor,  the  victor  and  the  vanquished,  the  roan 
who  loses  a  limb,  or  his  life,  aod  the  man  who 
comes  off  oahurt,  equally  save  their  honor.  I 
know  not  but  the  same  ideas  of  honor  may  prompt 
some  to  national  qnarrels;  t.  «.,  impel  nations  to 
einbark  in  a  quarrel  as  a  mere  affair  of  honor,, 
without  making  any  caiculations  on  even  the 
probability  of  success,  or  even  where  there  is  no 
prospect  of  anything  else  than  defeat.  If  a  na- 
tion, or  this  nation,  is  to  rush  into  the  bloody  eom- 
bat  merely  in  the  pursnit  of  honor,  then,  after  a 
defeat,  or  after  defeat  upon  defeat,  attended  with 
all  tbe  disastrous  consequences,  which  unsuccess- 
ful war  produces  to  the  vanquished,  we  may  save 
our  hoQor.    Should  the  present  war  prove 
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troas  tnd  uasoecenful ;  «hoiild  we  ntich^r  take 
Canadt,  Dor  obtain  one  tingle  objeet  far  whfieh 
we  make  war;  yet,  if  we  only  make  war,  and 
figbt.  and  show  our  spirit,  whatever  may  be  the 
eooseqnenceft,  we  may  have  a  eonsotation  simi- 
lar to  that  of  the  gallant  Francis,  which  he  com- 
municated in  a  note  to  the  Q^uten  Recent,  after 
he  was  defeated  and  taken  prisoner  by  nis  enemy 
and  rival,  Charles  V,  in  the  filial  battle  of  Pa  via : 
"  Madam,  we  have  lost  all  but  our  honor."    But, 
will  such  a  saving  of  our  honor  dry  up  the  tears 
of  the  parent,  the  mother,  or  the  sister — the  wid- 
ow or  the  orphan  ?     Will  it  console  the  survivor 
for  the  loss  of  a  husband,  a  parent,  a  son,  a  broth* 
er,  or  an  intimate  friend?    Will  it  rebuild  our 
mined  cities  and  restore  life  to  our  slatightered 
citizens?    Will  it  either  administer  comfort  or 
give  compensation  to  the  many  thousands  who 
wiiJ  be  reduced  from  affluence  to  the  utmost  dfs- 
tress  bv  the  operations  of  war?    Will  it  prbcUre 
to  OS  toe  unmolested  enjoyment  of  any  of  those 
rights  we  are  going  to  war  to  assert  ?    Will  it 
reader  us  more  respected  among  foreign  nations, 
or  them  less  disposed  to  make  encroachments  on 
our  rights  in  future  ?    No,  sir ;  it  will  have  none 
of  these  effects.    But  I  will  venture  to  state  some 
of  the  effects  which  it  will  have,   it  will  expose 
the  authors  of  this  war  Vo  the  execration  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  and  it  will  afford  us  sufficient 
leisore  to  mourn  over  our  follies  when  it  is  too 
late.   Let  that  kind  of  honor  perish  from  among 
nttioQs.    Let  that  principle  in  a  particular  man- 
ner be  expunged,  both  from  the  moral  and  politi- 
cal code  of  this  nation,  which  would  involve  the 
roio  of  millions  for  no  other  cause  than  a  mere 
point  of  honor. 

I  shall  trouble  the  House  with  but  one  single 
appeal  more,  and  that  is  merely  to  make  a  solemn 
appeal  to  the  principles  and  feelings  of  a  large 
proportion  of  the  members  of  this  House.    In- 
deed,! would  wish  to  single  out  no  man  as  being 
of  a  character  different  from  that  of  those  which 
I  address.    1  ^^nean  by  this  an  appeal  to  Chris- 
tiaos-^men  whose  hopes  and  expectations  eittend 
beyond  the  fleeting,  transitory  things  of  time — 
men  who  believe  the  doctrines  of  Christianity, 
and  who  have  imbibed  a  portion  of  the  spirit  of 
its  meek  and  lowly  founder.    Can  it  be  agreeable 
to  the  principles  of  that  religion  which  yon  pro- 
fess, and  the  hones  you  entertain,. to  vote  in  favor 
of  this  war  ?     6an  we  .look  to  that  God  in  whose 
presence  we  stand,  and  before  whom  we  must 
shortly  appear,  to  grant  his  blessing  upon  the  act, 
wheo  we  give  a  vote  which  may,  in  its  conse- 
<lQeDces,  send  thousands  and  ten  thousands  of  im- 
moTial  beings,  suddenly,  uncalled,  and  probably 
Qoprepared  into  the  presence  of  their  God?    It 
u  (0  be  recollected,  too,  that  we  are  about  to  draw 
the  sword  against  a  Christian  nation.    Perhaps 
10  00  other  part  of  the  world  of  eijual  extent  is 
ibere  so  much  real  Christianity  as  in  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  United  States.    The  voice  of  that 
hcarenborn  religion  is  peace  and  good  will  to 
oi«o.    Its  author  and  founder  came  from  heaven 
^0  preach  and  to  publish  peace.    He  hath  pro- 
nounced a  blessing  on  <he  peace-makers,  and  is 


himielf  the  Prince  of  Peace.  How  inconsintent 
then  is  it  with  the  characters  of  Christian  nations 
and  Christian  rulers  to  deluge  their  country  with  < 
blood,  stimulated  by  the  cafls  of  either  ambition 
or  tivarice,  and  in  contempt  of  the  dictates  of 
humaniry  as  well  as  the  principles  of  ChristH 
anity.  How  solemn,  how  affecting*  is  the  thought 
that  children  of  the  same  family,  heirs  of  the 
same  promises,  persons  engaged  m  the  same  de- 
sign, and  influenced  by  the  same  desires,  hopes, 
and  fears,  should,  in  the  chances  of  the  warj 
slaughter  each  other  in  the  field.  I  have  not  the 
talent  at  description  which  is  adequate  to  place 
the  calaniities  of  war  in  a  light  which  is  suffi- 
ciently stroofi[ ;  but  I  thank  God  that  I  have  none 
of  that  certain  something  which  some,  perhaps^ 
would  call  firmness  of  mind,  in  my  constitu- 
tion— none  of  that  stoical  apathy  which  can  sur- 
vey these  calamities,  even  in  imagination,  with 
Indifference;  nor  can  I  appreciate  the  character 
of  the  man,  call  him  hero,  warrior,  or  philoso- 
pher, or  what  you  please,  who  can  fiddle  over  a 
city  in  flames,  or  survey  the  calamities  of  war 
with  calm  indifference.  I  would,  therefore,  be- 
seech gentlemen  to  forget  for  a  single  moment 
the  warmth  of  political  discussion,  and  listen  to 
theelaims  of  humanity,  and  turn  their  views  to 
the  blood*stained  field  of  slaughter,  to  the  scat- 
tered and  mangled  limbs  of  thousands  of  slain, 
and  to  the  piercing  groans  of  the  wounded  ana 
dying.  These  are  some  of  the  bloody  sacrifices 
paid  to  the  Moloch  of  honor  and  ambition.  Turn 
away  from  this  part  of  the  picture,  and  take  a 
survey  ot  cities  in  flames,  of  thousands  and  ten 
thousands,  not  only  of  men,  but  of  helpless  wo- 
men and  children,  who,  if  not  involved  in  the 
flaming  ruins,  are  turned  out  naked,  houseless, 
and  penniless  into  the  world,  without  a  garment 
to  cover  them,  or  a  morsel  of  bread  to  support 
them*  Take,  in  the  next  place,  a  glance  at  the 
mansions  of  private  life,  lately  the  abodes  of  plen- 
ty, innocence,  and  domestic  peace,  and  view  the 
sad  reverse.  View  the  tears  of  the  parent  bowed 
down  under  a  load  of  years,  deprived  of  a  son, 
perhaps  the  last  earthly  stay  and  support  of  the 
evening  of  life,  and  of  the -widow  and  the  orphan, 
bewailing  the  stay  and  support  of  helpless  infan- 
cy, and  of  the  more  tender  and  affectionate,  al- 
though weaker  and  mor6  dependent  sex,  gone  by 
the  ruthless  sword,  and  of  the  brother,  the  sister,* 
or  intimate  acquaintance,  bewailing  the  loss  of  a 
brother  or  a  friend.  But  the  picture  is  too  horri- 
ble to  dwell  on.  Let  us  draw  a  veil  over  the  re- 
mainder. ■  Thew,  some  of  tbem  at  least,  «nd 
many  times,  all  of  them  combined,  are  the  at- 
tendant calamities  of  war,  a  war  which,  in  the 
present  case,  if  it  is  once  begun,  we  can  neither 
calculate  the  extent  nor  the  duration.  These  may 
be  all  the  fruits  of  a  single  vote.  A  solitary  a]fe 
may  decide  the  question.  I  beseech  gentlemen 
to  pause,  and  seriously  to  consider  this  before  they 
give  their  votes  in  favor  of  the  proposition  now 
on  the  table.  Whatever  may  be  the  decision,  I 
have  this  one  consolalibn,  that  I  shall,  when  I 
have  given  my  vote,  have  exonerated  myself  of 
all  responsibility  for  the  consequences.    Believ- 
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iBg  as  I  do,  that  this  war  is  both  onfiacesaary  and 
impolitic  in  the  ouiset,  that  there  is  no  adequate 
object  which  we  can  reasonably  expect  to  obtain 
by  war,  and  that,  in  every  view,  it  is  contrary  to 
the  best,  the  most  vital  interests  of  my  country,  I 
shall,  when  1  have  recorded  my  vote  against  it, 
faave  done  my  duty. 

Friday,  June  5. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  that  the 
declaration  of  Geobgb  Poindexter,  entered  on 
the  coofidential  journal  of  yesterday,  be  expunged 
therefrom  ;  and  the  question  thereon  being  taken, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  44,  nays 
62,  as  follows  r 

Yx AS— Stevenson  Arehez,  William  W.  Bibb,  Har- 
manus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaph- 
roditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Condict, 
William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William 
Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  Jackson, 
jun.,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Max- 
well, Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah 
Motcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mxtchill,  Hngh  Nel- 
son, Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jun^  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  WilHam  Rodman, 
Thomas  Sammons,.  Adam  Seybert,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Starges,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  and 
Leonard  White. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WiUiam  Anderson,  Dan- 
iel Avery,  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Barilett, 
Burwell  Bassett,  WiUiam  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun, 
Francis  Carr,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  CIlay,  James 
Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Roger  Davb,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Ellas  Earle,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Charles  Goldsboroagb,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Abner  Lacock,  Jo- 
■eph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaix>n 
Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Alexander 
McKim,  James  Morgan,  Thom«i  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jona^n  Roberts,  Ebeneaer  Soe- 
ver, John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  David  R. 
Williams,  William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Stasford. 
that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the 
said  declaration  ;  and  the  question  thereon  being 
taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  The 
doors  were  then  opened. 


Thursday,  June  18. 

BILL  DECLARING  WAR. 

A  confidential  message  was  received  from  the 
Senate,  by  a  committee  of  that  body  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  consisting  of  Mr.  Anoersok  and 
Mr.  Varnum,  notifying  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate  have  passed  the  btli}  entitled  "  An  act  declar- 
ing war  between  Qreat  Britain  and  her  dependea- 


eiee  and  the  United  States  and  Ibetr  tecritoriet," 
with  amendments;  in  which  they  desired  the 
concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  House  •  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments;  when  a  motion  was  made,  by  Mr. 
SbbfeEy,  that  the  said  bill  and  Bmeodmeaie  be 
postponed  indefinitely. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Milnob,  that 
the  said  bill  and  amendments  do  lie  on  the  table; 
and  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  71,  nays  46,  as  follows: 

STkas — Stevenson  Ardier,  Daniel  Avery,  John  Ba- 
ker, David  Bard,  Josiah  Baitlett,  Abiiah  Bigetow,  Har^ 
manus  Eleeckei^  Adam  Boyd,  BHjah  Biigfaani,  John 
C.  CalhouB,  Francis  Carr,  fipapkroditiia  Champion, 
Langdon  Chevea, Martin  Chittenden,  Thoa.  B.Cooke, 
Lewis  Condict,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  Jan., 
WiUiam  £ly,  James  Emott,  Waiiam  Findley,  Asa 
Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Aylett  Hawea,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B. 
Key,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr^ 
WiUiam  Lowndes,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Archibald 
McBryde,  Arunah  MetcalC  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Thomas  Newton,  Jos.  Pearson,  Israel  Pick* 
ens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Blisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
Randolph,  WilUam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  WilHam  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam 
Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Sniilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Richard  SUnford,  Silas  Slow,  William 
Strong,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  George  Snilivati,  Samuel 
Taggar^  Benjamin  TalUnadge,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  Whiter  WiUiam 
Widgery,  and  Thomas  WiUwn. 

Navs — Willis  Alston,  junior,  WilUam  Andenoji, 
BurweU  Bassett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown, 
WiUiam  A.  BurweU,  WiUiam  BoUer,  John  Clopton, 
yPUliam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  EUas  Earle,  James  Fisk, 
Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUing 
Hall,  Obed  nail,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  WiUiam  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  James  IVforgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  WilHam  Piper, 
WiUiam  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jon- 
athan Roberts,  Ebenezer  6age,-£beneaer  Seaver,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  John  Taliaftirro,  Charies  Tnmer,  jr.,  David 
R.  WUtiAuis,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Th^  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  aforesaid  bill ; 
when  the  question  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Sheffey,  and,  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative— yeas  44,  nays  85,  as  follows: 

Ykas — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B. 
Cooke,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William'  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold:  Charles  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Edwin  Gray,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
PhiUp  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  WUUam  Reod»  Heoiy 
M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
g99f  George  SuUivan,  Samuel  Taggart^  Beiyamin  TaU- 
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Didge*  Uri  Tncj,  Vitm  Van  Cortl^dt,  jpn^  Ldbtto 
WbaatoD,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomap  WUaon* 

NiTt — Willia  Alston,  junt,  William  Anderson.  Ste- 
TCMon  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bart- 
leU,BurweII  Bassett,  William  W.  Bihb,  WiUiam  Black- 
iedge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Bnr- 
well,  WiUiam  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun*  Frandb  Carr, 
UogdoD  Cheves,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis 
Condict,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Roger 
Darii,  John  Dawsont  Joseph  Desha,  Sam'l  Dinsmoor, 
Eliu  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah 
L. Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
Lioock,  Joaeph  Leiever,  Pelar  Little,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyie,  Nathanid  Maoon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomai  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alex- 
ander MeKim,  Amnah  Metealf,  James  Morgan,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Hugh  Nelsbn,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  William 
M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Nathaniel  Roberts,  Ebenecer  Sage,  Ebenexer 
Seafer,  John  SeYier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  Georg^e  Smith,  John  Smith,  Wm.  Strong, 
John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  William  Widg- 
cry,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright* 

A  motion  wss  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  that 
the  said  bill  and  amendments  be  postponed  nutil 
the  first  Mouday  in  October  next.  And  the  ques- 
tion thereon  beiofl:  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the 
oegaiire — yeas  49,  nays  80,  as  follows: 

Yiia-^oha  Baker,  Abgah  Bigelow,  Hamanus 
Bl«ecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Jamee  Breekenridge,  BInaih 
Brigham,  Francis  Carr,  Epaphroditas  Champion,  Aiar^ 
tin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Richard  CntU,  John 
OaTcnport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Filch, 
Thomu  R.Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jaeksoo,  Jan.,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Lyman  Law,  Joaeph  Lewi%  jnn.,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Archibald  McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
lej,  Thomu  Newbold,  Joaeph  Pearson,  Ttmothj  Pit- 
kin, jr^  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Joeiah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, WUIiam  Raed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rod- 
Bua,  lyiel  Shefiey,  Richard  SUnfonl,  Philip  Stuart, 
Silai  8tow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George  Sullivan,  Samuel 
Tifgart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van 
Conlaodt,  jr.,  Ijiten  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and 
Tbuous  Wilson. 

KArs— WilUs  Austin,  jrn  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
veuon  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bait- 
K  BurweU  BaaaeCI,  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  Wflliam  Blaok- 
^.  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Barwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lan^don  Cheres,  James 
(^ran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  Wm<  Craw- 
fivd,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Sam- 
uel Dinamoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  James 
^^,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
^^wyu,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall.  John  A.  Harper,  AyleU  Hawes,  John 
M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Wil- 
Ham  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Joseph  J^fever,  Peter 
Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
«Hif  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  MetcalA  James  Morgan, 
JcRmiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Tho- 
■M  Newton*  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Wil- 


liam Piper,  Jaaiea  Piaaaanti^  junior,  Banjamin  Pond, 
William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  1Bbc>- 
nezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Sam'l  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert 
Whitehill,  David  R.  WUUams,  Wm.  Widgery,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Randolph, 
that  the  said  bill  and  amendments  be  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  July  next.  And  the 
question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative^^yeas  51,  nays  79, as  follows: 

YsAs — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breekenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Thomas  B.  Cook,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Chas.  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Archibald 
McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henrys  M.  Ridgely, 
William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Geo.  Sullivan,  Sapnuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge* Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgery,  Thomas 
Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Josiah 
Bardett,  BurweU  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
BlacUedge,  Robert  Brown,  Wm.  A.  Burweil,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cbeves,  James 
Cochran,  Jnhn  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Saml. 
I^smoor,  Eiias  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
Meahack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good- 
wyuy  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Ha^es,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Wm. 
R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little, 
Wm.  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thos, 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Arunah  Metealf,  Jas.  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James 
Pleasants,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Wm.  M.  Richardson, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  John  Se- 
vier, Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Tidiaferro,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  David 
R.  WiUiams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  said  amendments  were  then  ooncurred  in 
by  the  House.  And  Mr.  Maoon  and  Mr.  Fin d- 
LBY  were  appointed  a  committee  to  inform  the 
Senate  of  the  concurrence  of  the  House  in  the 
sard  amendments. 

Mr,  Crawford,  from  the  Joint  Committee  for 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
examined  the  said  bill,  and  had  found  the  same 
to  be  truly  enrolled ;  when  the  Speaker  signed 
the  said  bill,  and  the  Committee  of  Enrollment 
were  ordered  to  take  it  to  the  Senate,  for  the  sig- 
nature of  their  President. 
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Shortly  aAer,  Mr.  Crawford,  from  the  same 
eoQinittee,  reported  that  the  committee  had  pre- 
sented the  said  bill  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  his  approbation,  and  that  they  were 
instructtfd  by  the  President  to  inform  the  two 
Houses  that  he  had  approved  and  signed  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ualhoun,  the  injunction  ef 
secresy  was  removed  from  so  much  of  the  Jour 
nals  as  relates  to  the  President'ci  Message  of  the 
1st  instant,  with  the  proceedings  thereon.  And 
then  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 11  o'clock. 

Fridat,  June  19. 
OCCUPATION  OF  FLORIDA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Troop, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Message,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  as  relates  to  the 
Spanish  American  colonies,  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  (he  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  occupy  East  and 
West  Florida,  without  delay. 

And  then  the  doors  were  opened. 


Monday,  June  22. 

Ou  motion  made,  and  leave  ^iven,  Mr.  MitcB' 
ILL.,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  which  relates  to  the  Spanish  Amer- 
ican Colonies,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  take  possession 
of  a  tract  of  country  lying  sooth  of  the  Missis- 
aippi  Territory,  of  the  State  of  G^eorgia,  and  .for 
other  purposes;  which  was  read  the  first  lime. 
When  a  question  was  taken  whether  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  bill  required  secrecy ;  and  passed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  71,  nays  44,  as  follows : 

TxAS — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Dtn- 
iel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  WUliam  A.  Burwell,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Langdon 
Cheves,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  EKas  Earle,  William 
Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thos.  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes, 
Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneraan,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Joseph  Kent,  Abner  Lacock,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thos. 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Rob- 
erts, Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneser,  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sbefiey,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckcnridge,  Elijah 
Brigbam,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 


Ghaites  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Ridiird  Jidt- 
son,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Jcwph 
Lewis,  jun.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Junes 
Milnor,  Jonathsn  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
John  Randolph,  WUIiam  Reed,  WiHiam  M.  Richiid. 
son,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodmao,  Thomn 
Sammons,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturgci,  8ia- 
nel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortltndt,  jonior, 
Laban  Wheaton,  I<eonard  White,  David  R.  WiliiuDs, 
William  Widgery,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  i^aid  bill  was  then  read  the  second  tin». 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to^ 
morrow  \  and  the  doors  were  then  opened. 


Thursdat,  June  25. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comroitteeof 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  Presideot 
to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  couotry  lyiog 
south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,of  the  Siaieof 
Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes;  and,  after foae 
time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed  tbe 
Chair,  and  Mr.  Lewis  reported  that  the  Conmui- 
tee  had  had  the  said  bill  under  considenitioD,iDd 
made  an  amendment  thereto ;  which  he  delirered 
in  ft  the  Clerk's  table,  where  it  was  agaio  reid, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House.  The  qaestion 
was  then  taken  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time;  and  passed  in  the  sffiflB- 
ative— yeas  70,  nays  48,  as  follows: 

TsAS^WUliam  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Bsr* 
well  Bassett,  WillUm  W.  Bibb,  William  Bltckledge, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoon, 
Francis  Carr,  Matthew  Claj,  James  Cechitn,  John 
Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Gimwford,  Richaid 
Cults,  Roger  Da\is,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Dethi, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Me- 
shack Franklin,  Thomas  Ohoison,  Peterson  Goodwin, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Orandy,  BoUing  HaU,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Hancr,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  V> 
Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  Kmg,  Abocr  La- 
cock,  Peter  Little,  Aanm  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maeoa, 
Geerge  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  WilUam  McCoy, 
Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jamea  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Andionj  N«v, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Onnsby,  Israel  Picfceu, 
WilUam  Piper,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  l^ 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  EbensMr  Ssge,  Ebeoner 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  J<^  Smilie,  Geo. 
Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro, 
George  M.  Tronp,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Bobert 
WhitehiU,  David  R.  Williams,  WilUam  Widgery,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

NAT»~Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Bige- 
low, Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Blij*h 
Brigham,  William  A.  Burwell,  Epaphroditas  Chtm- 
pion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomu 
B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  WUIiam  Ely.  Jwntf 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Chariea  Gokb- 
borough,  Edwin  Gray,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  U*j 
Joaeph  Lewis,  junior,  William  Lowndes,  ArchibaJ 
McBryde,  Jas.  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeky,  Josepb 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Plessants,  joD|, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joaiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  W^ 
liam  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Bo^ 
man,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Dani^  ^^ 


1686 


BISTORT  OF  C0NOIUBS8. 


1686 


SuppUmefUal  JourtmL-^Occupation  of  Florida. 


fej,  Bichard  SUmioTd,  Philip  Staari,  Lewii  B.  Sturgw, 
Sunael  Taggtrt,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior,  Lal>an 
Wbeaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomaa  Wilaon. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
tiiBC  to  day. 

Tiie  said  bill  was  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
ijoie  accordiogly :  When  a  rootioD  was  made  by 
Mr.  RiDOBLT,  that  the  same  be  postpoDed  until 
Monday  next)  and  the  queKtion  being  taken,  it 
was  determined  inf  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  said  bill 
do  pass;  and  resoWed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  aafboriz- 
JDg  the  President  to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of 
coQQtry  lyiog  south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
and  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  and  Mr.  Troup  were  appointed 
a  coaimittee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate, 
and  ioform  them  that  this  House  have  passed  the 
same,  ia  coofidence.  and  request  their  coneur- 
rence  therein ;  and  the  doors  were  then  opened. 

Friday,  June  26. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  that 
the  iojuDclion  of  secrecy  imposed  by  this  House 
00  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident to  lake  possession  of  a  traci  of  country  ly- 
ing south  of  the  Missisippi  Territory  and  or  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes,'' togeth- 
er with  the  injuDction  of  secrecy  imposed  upon 
the  proceedings  of  the  said  bill,  be  taken  off:  and, 
on  the  qoestion  that  the  House  do  now  proceed 
to  ibe  consideration  of  the  said  motion,  it  was 
determioed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ridgelt,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

RmM,  That  the  President  of  the  United.  States 
be  requested,  if,  in  his  opinion*  it  be  compatible  with 
the  public  interest,  to  lay  before  this  House,  confiden- 
tudlj,  or  otherwise,  fall  information  of  all  the  proceed- 
iAgs  th&thave  been  had  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  act 
of  CoDgrass,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  under  certain  contingenciee,  to 
^«  pOMcsfioB  of  the  country  lying  east  o?  the  river 
f erdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and  (he 
Miisissippi  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes  ;*'  and  also 
npiei  of  all  instructions  that  may  have  been  issued  by 
the  Executive  branch  of  this  Government  under  the 
aidtcu 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  said  resoliition,  it 
Passed  in  the  i^fiirmative — yeas  78^  nays  38 : 

Yiis~8tevenson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel 
Btoon,  John  Baker,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bige- 
^w.  WUIiam  Blackledge,  Harmanns  Bleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  William 
A.Barwell,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
LangdoQ  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran, 
ThoiBu  B.  Cooke,  Roger  Davis,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
James  Emott,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Frank- 
ho,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsboroogh,  Edwin 
Grtj,  Obed  Uall,  Aylatt  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Rich- 
ird  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  PhiUp  B.  Kc^,  Wil- 
^^  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
W«v«r,  Joseph  Lewis»  jun.,  William  Lowndes,  Na- 
i^uiiel  Maooo,  Geoign  ,C.  Majtwell,  Archibald  Mc- 


Biyde,  Alexander  McKim,  Jamas  Milnor,  Samuel  L. 
Mitchillt  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,Thos. 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James 
Pleasants,  inn.,  Bliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quiney,  John 
Randolph,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
William  Rodman,  Thomas^  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert, 
Daniel  Shefiey,  John  SmiJie,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip 
Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Tronp,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.^  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Bntler^  Francis  Carr,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy ,  John  A.  Har- 
per, John  M.  Hyneman.  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle» 
Thomas  Moure,  William  McCoy,  James  Morgan,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Saml.  Ring- 
gold, John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Eben- 
ezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Samt.  Shaw, 
John  Smith,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Whitehill, 
WUliam  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  said  res« 
olution  do  pass;  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  58,  nays  51,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Stevenson  Archer,  Esekiel  Bacon,  John  Ba- 
ker^ William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigek>w,  Wm.  Black- 
ledge,  Harmanns  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Eli- 
jah Brigharo,  William  A*  Borwell,  John  C.  Calhonn, 
EpaphrmMtas  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John 
Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa 
Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldsboroogh,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn., 
Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jun.,  William  Lowndes,  George  C.  Max- 
well, Ardiibald  McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
James  PleasanU,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quiney, 
John  Randolph,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Richard  SUnford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stuiges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  William  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts, 
Roger  Davia,  John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias 
Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son, Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man, Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Peter  Little,  Aaroii  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  James  Morgan, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Wil- 
liam Piper,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  William  Strong, 
George  M.  Troup,  CharleS  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  White- 
hill,  David  R.  Williams,  William  Widgery,  and  Rob- 
ert  Wright 

Mr.  Ridgely  and  Mr.  Ringgold  were  appoint- 
ed a  commiiiee  to  present  the  bald  resoiuiion  t» 
the  President ',  and  the  doors  were  then  opened. 
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Wedn  ESDAYj  July  1. 

Mr.  RiDOELY,  from  the  camroittee  appointed, 
OQ  the  26th  ultimo,  to  present  a  resolaiion  to  the 
President  of  the.  United  States,  reported  that  the 
eommittee  had  perforiiied  that  service,  and  that 
the  President  answered,  that  a  dueattentioo  should 
be  paid  to  the  subject. 

OCCUPATION  OF  FLORIDA. 

A  Mesitage  was  then  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  Sec- 
retary, who  delivered  in  the  same,  and  with- 
drew. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

7b  the  House  of  JUpretmtaiivaofike  United StaUi: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  June,  I  trans- 
mit the  information  contained  in  the  documents  here- 
with enclosed.  JAMES  MADISON. 

July  1,  I8I2. 

The  said  documents  were  read;  and  the  doors 
were  then  opened. 

[The  following  letters,  forming  a  part  of  the 
documents  accompanying  the  above  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  were  ordered 
to  be  published  by  the  House  on  the  6th  instant.] 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  to  General  George  Mat" 
thewe  and  Colonel  John  MtKeet  dated 

Dbpartmxht  or  8tatb« 

January  86,  1811. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  havuig  appointed 
you,  jointly  and  severally.  Commissioners  for  carrying 
into  effect  certain  proTisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  (a 
copy  of  which  is  enclosed)  relative  to  the  portion  of 
the  Floridas  situated  to  the  east  of  the  river  Perdido, 
yoa  will  repair  to  that  quarter  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition, concealing  from  general  observation  the  trust 
oommitted  to  you,  with  that  diieretion  with  which  the 
delicacy  and  importance  of  the  undertaking  require. 

Should  you  find  Governor  Folch,  or  the  local  author- 
ity existing  there,  inclined  to  surrender,  in  an  amica- 
ble manner,  the  possession  of  the  remaining  portion  or 
■portions  of  West  Florida  now  held  by  him  in  the  name 
of  the  Spanish  Monarchy,  you  are  to  accept,  ui  behalf 
«f  the  United  States,  the  abdication  of  his,  or  of  the 
other  existing  authority*  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
country  over  which  it  extends.  And,  should  a  stipu- 
lation be  insisted  on  for  the  redelivery  of  the  country, 
at  a  futjure  period,  you  may  engage  for  such  redelivery 
to  the  lawful  sovereign* 

The  debts  clearly  due  from  the  Spanish  Government 
to  the  people  of  the  Territory  surrendered,  may,  if  in- 
sisted on,  be  assumed  within  reasonable  limits,  and 
under  specified  descriptions,  to  be  settled  hereafter  as 
a  claim  against  Spain  in  an  adjustment  of  our  afiairs 
with  her.  You  may  also  guaranty,  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  the  confirmation  of  all  such  titles  to 
land  as  are  clearly  sanctioned  by  Spanish  laws ;  and 
Spanish  civil  functionaries,  where  no  special  reasons 
may  require  changes,  are  to  be  permitted  to  remain  in 
office,  with  the  assurance  of  a  continuation  of  the  pre- 
vailing laws,  with  such  alterations  only  as  may  be  ne- 
cessarily required  in  the  new  situation  of  the  country. 

If  it  should  be  required,  and  be  found  necessary,  yon 
may  agree  to  advance,  as  above,  a  reasonable  sum  for 
the  transportation  of  the  Spanish  troops. 

These  directions  are  adapted  to  one  of  tiie  contin* 


gencies  specified  In  the  act  of  Congress,  namely,  t]ie 
amicable  surrender  of  the  possession  of  the  Territoiy 
by  the  local  ruling  authority.  But,  should  the  arrsnf^ 
ment  contemplated  by  the  statute,  not  be  ande,  and 
should  there  be  room  to  entertain  a  suspicion  of  an  ei* 
isting  design  in  any  foreign  Power  to  occupy  the  oouo- 
try  in  question,  you  are  to  keep  yourselves  on  the  tlert, 
and,  on  the  first  undoubted  manifestation  of  the  sp- 
proach  of  a  force  for  that  purpose,  yon  will  eiernie, 
with  promptness  and  vigor,  the  powen  with  which  yoa 
are  investMl  by  the  President  to  preoccupy,  by  force, 
the  Territory,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  any  armsment 
that  may  be  advancing  to  take  possession  of  it  lo  thii 
event,  you  will  exerciae  a  sound  discretion  in  appljing 
the  powers  given  with  respect  to  debts,  title*  to  faiv^ 
civil  officers,  and  the  continuation  of  the  Spanish  Uws; 
taking  care  to  commit  the  Government  on  no  point 
further  than  may  be  necessary.  And  should  any  Span- 
ish militsry  force  remain  within  the  country,  after  the 
occupancy  by  tfie  troops  of  the  United  States,  yoamaj, 
in  such  case,  aid  in  their  removal  from  the  same. 

The  universal  toleration  which  the  laws  of  the  Usi- 
ted  States  assure  to  every  religious  persussion,  vill 
not  escape  you  as  an  argument  for  quieting  the  miuk 
of  Uninformed  individuals,  who  may  entertain  fean  on 
that  head. 

.  The  conduct  you  are  to  pursue  in  regard  to  East 
Florida,  must  be  regulated  by  the  dictates  of  yonroim 
judgmenti^  on  a  dose  view  and  accarate  knowiadge  ef 
the  precise  state  of  things  there,  and  of  the  real  di^ 
sition  of  the  Spanish  Government,  always  recuniagto 
the  present  instruction  as  the  paramount  rale  of  tmi 
proceedings.  Should  you  discover  an  indinstioa  » 
the  Governor  of  East  Florids,  or  in  the  existing  local 
authority,  amicably  to' surrender  that  province  into  the 
possession  of  the  United  States,  you  are  to  accept  it  os 
the  same  terms  that  are  prescribed  by  theae  instra^ 
tions  in  relation  to  West  Florida.  And,  in  csae  of  the 
actual  appearance  of  any  attempt  to  take  possession  bj 
a  foreign  Power,  you  will  pursue  the  same  efiecthe 
measures  for  the  occupation  of  the  Territory,  and  for 
the  exclusion  of  foreign  force,  as  you  are  directed  to 
pursue  with  respect  to  the  country  east  of  the  PenlHio, 
forming,  at  this  time,  the  extent  of  Governor  Fdch^e 
jurisdiction. 

If  yon  should,  under  these  instructions,  obtsin  poi- 
session  of  Mobile,  you  will  lose  no  time  in  informing 
Governor  Claiborne  thereof,  with  a  request  that  he 
will,  without  delay,  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the 
occupation  of  the  same. 

All  ordnance  and  military  stores  that  may  be  found 
in  the  territory  must  be  held  as  the  property  of  the 
Spanish  Government,  to  be  accounted  for  hereafter  to 
the  proper  authority  ;  and  you  will  not  fail  lo  transmit 
an  invsBtorj  thereof  to  this  Department 

If,  in  the  execu&ion  of  any  part  of  theae  instrocttoni, 
you  should  need  the  aid  of  a  military  force,  the  ssaM 
will  be  afforded  you  upon  your  application  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  on 
that  station,  or  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  neareat 
post,  in  virtue  of  orders  which  have  been  iasaed  from 
the  War  DepartmenL  And,  in  case  you  should  more- 
over need  naval  asaistanee,  yoa  wiU  receive  the  sane 
upon  your  application  to  the  naval  conmaader,  in 
pursuance  of  orders  from  the  liavy  Department. 

From  the  Treasury  Depaitment  will  be  issued  the 
necessary  instructions  in  relation  to  imposts  and  dntics, 
and  to  the  slave  ships  whose  arrival  is  apprehended. 

The  PMsidentt  rsiyiiig  upon  your  ^maiAm,  aotho^ 
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imyoa  to  drew  vifovk.  tbe  CoU«etoni  of  OrlesBt  and 

StmiMh  for  such  •ums  m  may  b«  ncoaaiaiy  to  defray- 
ing uDAToidablo  expanses  that  may  be  incurred  in  the 
execQtion  of  these  instructions,  not  exceeding,  in  your 
dnftion  New  Orleans,  eight  thousand  dollars,  and  in 
your  drafts  on  Savannah  two  thousand  dollars,  with- 
oot  farther  authority ;  of  which  expenses  you  will 
hereafter  exhibit  a  detailed  account,  duly  supported  by 
tttidsdorf  Touchers. 

PofTKUFTd— If  CrOTemor  Poieh  ahovld  unexpeet- 
edlf  require  and  pertinaciously  insiat  that  the  stipnlatioo 
iff  the  renielivery  of  the  territory  should  alao  include 
that  portion  of  tho  oonatry  which  ia  situated  west  of 
the  liver  Pcrdido,  yon  ave,  in-  yieidiag  to  soeh  demand, 
doly  to  OSS  gcttarai  wonia  thai  may  by 
eMtpiebend  that  poftton  of  oountry ;  bat,  at  the 
liffle,  you  ire  expresaly  to  provide,  that  such  s 
tion  ihall  not,  im  any  way,  impair  or  affoot  tho  right 
(irtitle  of  the  Unitod  Statea  to  the  aamo. 

Tht  Searttary  of  State  to  General  Matthews. 
DsjPABTMKVT  or  St^ajti,  ApiH  A,  1812. 

8ib:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  meeivo  yo«r  latter  of 
the  fooitecoth  of  March,  and  have  now  to  -ceramuB^ 
ate  to  ;oQ  the  santimonU  of  the  Preaident,  on  the  vety 
iatemtug  sul^i  to  which  it  rBlates. 

I  na  aony  to  hare  to  slate  that  tho  meaauraa  which 
J08  tppear  to  have  adopted  Cor  obtaining  poseeaaion 
of  Amelia  Island,  and  other  parta  of  £aat  Florida,  are 
Mt  aaihoriied  by  tbe  law  of  the  United  Statea,  or  the 
lAstrodbns  founded  on  it»  under  which  you  have  acted. 

Yob  imi«  authorised  by  tho  law»  a  copy  of  whieh 
was  coomuBicatod  to  you,  and  by  year  iaatractiona, ' 
which  are  ctiictly  confiirmable  to  it,  to  take  posocssloa 
tf  Eaet  Flodda,  only  in  oaie  one  of  the  foUowiag*  eon- 
tiogeodeoihonld  happen:  either  that  tho  Oorernor  or 
other  eiiiting  local  authority,  ahouid  be  diapooed  to. 
pliet  it  anieab^  in  tho  Iwads  of  the  -United  8utes,  or 
Ait  an  atteaipt  ehouid  be  made  to  take*  pooiaashia  of 
itbyaforeigtt  Power,  fihould  tho  first  cootingenqy 
ittffcfi.  it  would  follow,  that  the  onaagaoMnt  being 
unicabie,  would  require  no  ibreo  on  the  part  of  the 
I'aited  Stales  to  carry  into  efiect.  It  waa  snly  in  case 
ofaa  attempt  to  take  it  by  a  feroigu  Fewer  that  force 
<«ui<i  be  necessary,  in  whkh  event  onlsrweroyoa  au* 
thoriitd  to  avail  yourself  of  it. 

In  neither  of  theae  contingenciea  was  it  the  policy  of 
f^  ^w,  or  purpose  of  the  Executive,  to  vrrest  the  Prov- 
inee  forcibly  from  Spain ;  but  only  to  occupy  it  with  a 
^  to  prevent  iu  thiling  into  the  hands  of  any  Ibreign 
nvcr,  and  to  bold  that  piedge»  under  the  eaisting  pe» 
^ty  of  thedrcumatancea  of  the  Bpaniah  Monarchy, 
"'ftjait  result  in  an  amicable  negotiation  with  Spain. 

Had  the  United  Statea  bean  diapoeed  to  proceed 
^viae,  that  intention  would  have  been  manifested 
^«  change  of  the  law,  and  auitable  meaanree  to  cany 
>|  ioto  effect.  And  as  it  waa  in  Uieir  power  to  take  poeseo- 
QOQ  whenever  they  might  think  that  circumstancee  au- 
^zed  and  required  it,  it  would  be  more  to  be  regreU 
^  if  poasession  should  be  effected  by  any  means  irre- 
rolar  in  themselves,  and  subjecting  the  Government  of 
w  United  States  to  unmerited  censure. 

^The  news  of  the  Executive  respecting  East  Florida, 
are  farther  illustrated  by  your  instructionB  as  to  West 
^^'rida.  Although  the  United  States  have  thought' 
^t  they  had  a  good  title  to  tlie  latter  province,  they 
od  not  take  poaseasion  until  after  the  Spanish  author- 
1^  had  been  subverted  by  a  revoludonary  proceeding, 
M  the  contingency  of  tho  country  being  thrown  into 


foreign  haoda,  had  forced  itaelf  into  view.    Nor  did 

they  then,  nor  have  they  since,  diapoeseeaed  the  Span- 
iah  troope  of  tbe  poet  which  they  occupied.  If  they 
did  not  think  proper  to  take  poaseeaion  by  force»  of  a 
province  to  which  they  thought  they  wore  justly  enti- 
tiedy  it^could  not  be  preaumod  that  they  ahould  intend 
to  act  differently,  in  reapect  to  one  to  which  they  had 
not  such  a  claim. 

I  may  add,  that*  although  duo  senaibilily  has  been 
ahvmya  felt  for  the  injuries  which  were  received  from 
the  Spaniah  Government  in  the  laat  war,  the  present 
situation  of  Spain  haa  been  a  motive  for  a  moderate 
and  pacific  policy  towards  her. 

In  communicating  to  you  these  sentimenta  of  the 
Executive  on  tho  meaaures  you  have  lately  adopted  for 
taking  poasession  of  lUat  Florida,  I  add,  with  pleaaurf  ^ 
that  the  utmoet  confidence  is  repoaed  in  your  integrity 
and  zeal  to  promote  tho  welfore  of  your  country.  To  • 
that  seal  the  error  into  whieh  you  have  fallen,  ia  im* 
puted.  But  in  consideration  of  the  part  which  yon 
have  taken,  which  differa  so  essentially  from  diat  oon- 
templated  and  authoiiaed  by  tho  Govemmeot,  and  con* 
tradicta  so  entirely  the  prineiplo  on  whieh  it  haa  untr 
fomly  and  ainearely  acted*  you  will  be  aenaible  of  tho 
naeesaity  of  diseontinuing  tho  aervioe  in  which  you 
have  been  employed. 

You  will,  therefore,  consider  your  powers  as  revoked 
on  the  receipt  of  this  letter.  The  new  duties  to  bo 
performed  will  be  transferred  to  the  Governor  of  Geor- 
gia, to  whom  instructions  will  be  given  on  all  the  cir- 
cumstances to  which  it  may  be  proper,  at  tho  present 
juncture,  to  call  his  attention.  I  am,  &C. 
GxKXRAi.  Matthsws,  dtc. 

Tke  Seerttani  of  State  to  HU  ExctUenof  D.  H.  MU^ 
ekeUj  the  Governor  of  Georgku 

DxpABTXxirT  or  Statx,  Aftril  10,  1812. 

Sin :  The  President  is  desirous  of  availing  the  pub- 
lic of  your  services,  in  a  concern  of  much  delicacy  and 
of  high  importance  to  the  United  Statea.  Circum- 
stances with  which  you  are  in  some  degree  acquainted, 
but  which  will  be  fully  explained  by  the  enclosed  pa- 
pers, have  made  it  necessary  to  revoke  the  powers  here- 
tofore committed  to  General  Matthews,  and  to  commit 
them  to  you.  The  President  is  persuaded  that  yon 
will  not  hesitate  to  undertake  a  trust  so  important  to 
the  nation,  and  peculiarly  to  the  State  of  Georgia.  He 
ia  the  more  confident  in  thia  belief,  from  the  considera- 
tion that  these  new  duties  may  be  discharged  without 
interfering,  aa  he  preaumea,  with  those  of  the  station 
which  you  now  hold. 

By  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  of  January,  one  thouaand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  yon  will  obeerve  that  it  waa 
not  contemplated  to  take  poesetsion  of  East  Florida,  or 
any  part  thereof,  unless  it  should  be  surrendered  to  tho 
United  Statea  amicably  by  the  Governor,  or  other  local 
authority  of  the  Province,  or  against  an  attempt  to  take 
poesession  of  it  by  a  foreign  Power :  and  you  will  abo 
see  that  General  Matthews'  instructions,  of  which  a 
copy  ia  likewiae  enclosed,  oorrespond  frilly  with  the 
law. 

By  the  docnmenta  in  posaession  of  the  Ctovemment, 
it  appears  that  neither  of  these  contingenciea  have  hap- 
pened ;  that,  inatead  of  an  amicable  surrender  by  the 
Governor^  or  other  local  authority,  the  troope  of  tho 
United  SUtea  have  been  used  to  diapoaseaa  the  Spanish 
authority  by  force.  I  forbear  to  dwell  on  the  details  of 
thia  transaction^  becaose  itia  painful  to  recite  thea.- 
By  the  latter  to  General  M«tthowa»  which  ia  en^doaed. 
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open  for  your  perraal,  yon  will  folly  coin|M«hend  the 
▼lews  of  the  Goreniineiit  respecting  the  late  tranaac- 
tion ;  and,  by  the  law,  the  former  inatrnctiona  to  the 
General,  and  the  late  letter  now  forwarded,  yon  will  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  eonrae  of  eondact  which  it  is 
expected  of  you  to  pursoe  in  fnture,  in  dischafging  the 
duties  heretofore  enjoined  on  him. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  President  that  you  should  turn 
your  attention  and  direct  your  efforts,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  the  restoration  of  that  state  of  things  in  the 
Prorince  which  existed  before  the  late  tranaactiona. 
The  Executive  considers  it  proper  to  restore  back  to  the 
Spanish  authoritiea,  Amelia  Island,  and  such  other 
parts,  if  any,  of  Bast  Florida,  as  may  have  thus  been 
taken  fi^m  them.  With  this  view,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  you  to  communicate  direeily  with  the  Governor*  or 
principal  officer  of  Spain  in  that  Province,  and  to  act 
in  harmony  with  him  in  the  attainment  of  it.  It  is 
presumed  that  the  arrangement  will  be  easily  and  am- 
icably made  between  you.  I  onclose  you  an  order  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  commander  of  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  to  evacuate  the  country,  when  re- 
quested so  to  do  by  you,  and  to  pay  the  same  respect 
in  future  to  your  order  in  fulfilling  the  duties  enjoined 
by  the  law,  that  he  had  been  instructed  to  do  to  that  of 
General  Matthews. 

In  restoring  to  the  Spanish  authorities  Amelia  Island, 
and  such  other  parts  of  East  Florida  as  may  have  been 
taken  possession  of  in  the  name  of  the  United  States, 
there  is  another  object  to  which  your  particular  atten- 
tion will  be  due.  In  the  measures  lately  adopted  by 
General  Matthews  to  take  possession  of  that  territory, 
it  is  probable  that  much  reliance  has  been  placed,  by 
the  people  who  acted  in  it,  on  the  countenance  and 
0tt|^rt  of  the  United  States.  It  will  be  improper  to 
expose  these  people  to  the  resentment  of  the  Spanish 
authorities.  It  is  not  be  presumed  that  thooe  authori- 
ties, in  regaining  possession  of  the  Territoiy,  in  .this 
amicable  mode,  from  the  United  States,  will  be  dispos- 
ed to  indulge  any  such  foeling  towards  them.  You 
will,  however,  come  to  a  full  understanding  with  the 
Spanish  Governor  on  this  subject,  and  not  fail  to  ob- 
tain from  him  the  most  explicit  and  satisfactory  assu- 
rance respecting  it  Of  this  assurance  you  will  duly 
apprize  the  parties  interested,  and  of  the  confidence 
which  you  repose  in  it.  It  is  hoped,  that,  on  this  deli- 
cate and  very  interesting  point,  the  Spanish  Governor 
will  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  it  presents  to 
evince  the  friendly  disposition  of  his  Government  to- 
ward the  United  Statea. 

There  is  one  other  remaining  circumstance  only  to 
which  I  wish  to  call  your  attention^  and  that  relates  to 
General  Matthews  himself.  His  gallant  and  maritori- 
one  services  in  our  Revolution*  and  patriotic  conduct 
since,  have  always  been  held  in  high  estimation  by  the 
Government.  His  errors,  in  this  instance,  are  imputed 
altogether  to  his  zeal  to  promote  the  welfore  of  hie 
country ;  but  they  are  of  a  nature  to  impose  on  the 
Government  the  necessity  of  the  moasnres  now  taken* 
in  giving  effect  to  which  you  will  doubtleas  feel  a  dis- 
position to  consult,  as  far  as  may  be,  his  personal  sen- 
sibility.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

P.  8»  ^ould  you  find  it  impracticable  to  execute 
the  duties  designated  above,  in  peraon,  the  President 
icqiiests  that  yoa  will  be  so  goiNl  as  to  employ  some 
very  respeetabie  character  to  represent  you  in  it,  to 
whom  you  are  authorized  to  allow  a  similar  compensa- 
tion.    It  IB  hoped,  ktwover,  that  you  may  bt  aUe  to 


attend  to  it  in  person,  for  reaaons  ^rhich  I  nee^  not  en- 
ter into.  The  expenses  to  which  you  may  be  ex|)0Be4 
will  be  promptly  paid  to  your  draft  on  tkii  Depvi- 
ment 

The  Seeretary  of  State  to  D.  B,  Mtehell,  Eiq^  Go*. 

emar  of  Georgia, 

BiPARTKBKT  or  Statx,  Mojf  VI 1 1811 

Sim :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Idler  of 
the  aacond  instant,  from  St  Mary's,  where  jou  had 
arrived  in  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  m  yoa  by  the 
President;  in  relation  to  East  Florida. 

My  letter  by  Mr.  Isaaca  has,  I  presume,  sobstintiilly 
answered  the  moat  important  of  the  queries  nbnitted 
in  your  lettsr,  but  I  will  give  to  each  a  mora  dbtinct 
answer.  I 

By  the  law,  of  which  a  copy  was  forwaided  to  yoo,  \ 
it  is  made  the  doty  of  the  President  to  pRvant  the  ee- 
cupation  of  East  Florida  by  any  foreign  Power,  b  I 
follows  Uiat  you  are  authorized  to  consider  the  eotnnoe, 
or  attempt  to  enter,  especially  under  existing  circaa*  ' 
stonces,  of  British  troops,  of  any  description,  u  thi 
case  contemplated  by  the  law,  and  to  use  the  propa 
means  to  defeat  it. 

An  instfuction  will  be  immediately  forwsrdedtotht 
commander  of  the  naval  force  of  the  United  Ststo,  ii 
the  neighborhood  of  Bast  Florida,  to  give  you  tnj  » 
siatanee,  in  case  of  emergency,  which  yoa  msj  think 
neceasary,  and  lequire. 

It  ia  not  expected,  if  you  find  it  proper  to  wilhdnw 
the  troopa,  that  you  riiould  interfere  to  compel  the  pit- 
rioto  to  surrender  the  country,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  the 
Spanish  authorities.  The  United  Stotes  are  leepooa- 
ble  for  their  own  conduct  only,  not  for  that  of  the  is- 
habttenta  of  East  Florida.  Indeed,  in  oonseqnenoeof 
the  cempromltment  of  the  United  Stotes  to  die  inhtb- 
itonta,  Vou  have  been  already  inatructed  not  to  with- 
dimw  the  troops,  unless  you  And  that  it  may  be  done 
cooaistently  with  their  safety,  and  to  repoit  to  the  Gof- 
emraent  the  resolt  of  your  conferences  with  the  8p|^ 
ish  authorities,  with  your  opinion  of  their  views,  boM- 
ing  in  the  mean  time  the  ground  occupied.  , 

In  the  preaent  state  of  our  afiairs  wkh  Great  Brituij 

the  conna  above  pointed  out  ia  the  more  jostifiaUe  m 

proper.    I  have  the  heoor  to  be,  dee. 

.      JAMBS  MONROB. 


Fbidat,  July  3. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  fieiate,  bjf 
Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Lbib,  a  con- 
luittee  appointed  for  the  parp«Me.  notifyips  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  rejected  tbe  bill,  en- 
titled **Ao  act  authorizing  the  President  to  m« 
possession  of  a  tract  of  country  lying  sooth  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, and  for  other  purposes." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ratvdolpb, 
that  the  iojanction  of  secrecy  be  removed  from 
the  bill  seat  from  this  House  and  rejected  bv  the 
Senate,  entitled  *'Ad  act  authorizing  tbe  Presi- 
dent to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  country  \pH 
south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Andy  on  the  question  that  tb«  House  do  now 
proceed*  to  the  conaideration  of  tbe  said  motioOi>t 
was  determioed  in  the  negatire— yeaa32,oays9^ 
aafoltowis:    ^ 
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Yki8 — Ste^eiison  Archer,  John  Baker,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Harmanof  Bleecker,  James  Breckeoridge,  Thoa. 
B.  Cooke,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Aylett  Hawea,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jonior,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Joseph  Pearson,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Bammons, 
Daoiel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis 
B.  Starges,  Samael  Taggart»  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt^  jr., 
Ubsn  Wheaton,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  Bzekiel  Bacon,  William 
BlKkledge,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  John  6. 
Ctlhoon,  Francia  Carr,  Langdon  Chevea,  John  Clop* 
too,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Catta, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deaha,  Samuel  Dtnsmoor,  Eliaa 
Earie.  WUUam  Fin<Uey,  James  FUk,  Meahack  Frank- 
iio,  Thomas  Gholaon,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Fsbx  Gnindy,  Boiling  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hafly,  John  M.  Hymiman,  Joseph 
Kent,  Williara  R.  King,  Abner  Lacodt,  Peter  LitUe, 
Wm.  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  William  McCoy,  Alex- 
inder  McKim,  James  Morgan,  Thomas  Newton,  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  William 
M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Sotne,  Jonathan  Roberts,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samuel  8htw,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Tarner,jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Widgery,  and 
Robert  Wright 

The  doors  were  then  opened. 


MoNDATy  July  6. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb, 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  so  far 
as  concerns  "An  act  to  enable  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  under  certain  contingencies, 
to  take  possession  of  the  country  lying  east  of 
the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,^' passed  on  the  twelfth  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  '^A  bill 
authorizing  the  President  to  lake  possession  of  a 
tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  passed  the  tweoty-ofth  of  June 
last,  and  the  proceedings  thereon,  respectively,  be 
removed :  And,  also,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  fol- 
lowing letters:  two  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  General  G  Matthews,  one  dated  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven,  and  the  other  the  fourth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve;  and  two 
from  Mr.  Monroe  to  General  D.  B.  Mitchell,  one 
dated  the  tenth  of  April,  the  other  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve. 

The  doors  were  then  opened. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  SPEECH, 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  GILES, 

Ok  (he  hiU  for  raking  fifty  thoueand  vohaUetn, 

In  Senate— January  29, 1812. 

Mr.GiLsa  said :  We  were  called  to  act  upon  this 
bill  Qoder  very  peculiar  circumstances.  Whilst  it 
ippeared  to  have  many  advocates,  yet  he  did  not 
reeoiiect  to  have  heard  any  gentleman  express  any 
confidence  in  its  provisions.  All  seemed  to  be  of 
ppisioQ  that  its  provisions  were  inefictent,  if  not 
inpraeiicable.  Mr.  G.  said,  that  from  the  early 
pin  of  Mr.  Adams's  Admioistration,  down  to  the 
pKsent  time.  Congress  had,  on  various  oeeasioos. 
pitsed  bills  for  raising  Tolunieers,  with  some  Ta- 
rutioQs  in  their  particular  provisions;  but  invari- 
ably QpoQ  the  same  principle,  that  of  the  old  wo- 
nj»n*s  prescription — "  If  it  wilt  do  no  ^ood,  it  will 
do  DO  harm."  Mr.  G.  said,  if  there  existed  no  dis- 
^tse  in  the  body  politic,  he  should  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  prescription ;  but  we  are  informed,  that 
the  most  deadly  wounds  and  contusions  have  been 
inflicted  on  its  vital  parts;  and  he  thought,  of 
course,  a  more  active  and  operative  remedy  ought 
to  be  prescribed.  He  said,  he  did  not  think  this 
bill  entirely  corresponded  with  the  character  giv- 
en of  it  by  its  frieods^he  thought  it  calculated 
^0  do  more  harm  than  good;  It  contained  an  ap- 
propriation of  three  milltons  of  dollars;  and  al- 
Uough  he  did  not  believe  they  ever  would  be  ex- 


pended under  its  provisions,  yet,  that  additional 
sum  most  be  taken  into  the  estimate  of  appropria- 
tions, and  of  course  provided  for — when  the  list 
of  other  and  more  necessary  appropriations,  will 
swell  to  a  very  great  amount,  and  probably  will 
be  sufficiently  embarrassing  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, without  providing  for  nominal  expend* 
itares;  this  sin ele  item  will  be  nearly  one-third 
of  the  contemplated  loan.  But  this  was  not  his 
principal  objection  to  it.  It  professes  to  place 
means  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  which  he 
believed  to  be  nearly  nominal;  and  when  called 
upon  for  practical  use,  will  disappoint  his  expee* 
tat  ions.  This  would  not  be  a  correct  course  of 
conduct  in  relation  to  the  President,  and  might 
place  him  in  a  very  unpleasant  and  awkward  sit- 
uation. It  is  true,  the  President  in  his  Message' 
calls  for  a  volunteer  force ;  but  he  presumed  the 
President  meant  an  efficient  force  of  that  descrip- 
tion. Congress  was  responsible  for  presenting 
this  force  in  an  efficient  form,  if  it  could  be  done, 
which  he  very  much  doubted.  Mr.  G.  said,  he 
very  much  feared  the  Executive  had  placed  too- 
much  reliance  on  this  species  of  force,  without  at- 
tending sufficiently  to  the  difficulties  of  its  organ- 
ization, and  the  greater  difficulties  of  applying  it 
to  its  .objects,  if  organized;  and  if  so,  it  would 
certainly  be  desirable  for  him  to  be  undeceived 
in  these  important  respects.   He  would,  therefore. 
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procped  to  state  the  amount  and  species  of  force 
required,  by  what  is  understood  to  be  the  Execu- 
tive project  by  the  House  of  RepresentativCd  and 
by  the  report  of  the  Cotnmittee  of  the  Senate.  He 
would  then  proceed  to  state  bis  reasons  for  con- 
cluding that  the  Executive  had  placed  too  much 
reliance  on  the  force,  and  that  it  would  disappoint 
bis  expectations,  at  least  under  the  proposed  or- 
ganization. 

He  said,  the  whole  force  called  for  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive project,  was  70,000  men ;  of  these,  20,000 
Were  to  be  regulars,  and  50,000  volunteers ;  10,- 
000  regulars  were  proposed  to  be  raised  in  addi- 
tion to  the  present  Military  Establishment,  and 
50,000  volunteers.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives proposed  to  raise  85,000  men ;  35,000  regu- 
lars and  50^000  volunteers,  being  15,000  more  than 
the  whole  number  called  for  by  the  Executive. 
If  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee 
should  be  agreed  to,  then  the  Senate  would  pro- 
pose to  raise  in  the  whole,  60.000  men ;  35,000  re- 
gulars and  25,000  volunteers.  This,  he  thought 
the  best  amendment ;  because  he  believed  it  would 
affi)rd  a  greater  momentum  of  force,  compared 
with  the  actual  expense. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  now  proceed  to  state, 
with  the  most  respectful  cbnsideration  towards 
the  Executive,  his  reasons  f6r  believing  that  the 
Executive  bad  a  ereat  preference  for  the  volun- 
teer over  the  regular  force,  and  that  his  expecta- 
tions would  be  disappointed  in  his  reliance  on  it. 
It  cannot  escape  observation,  that  of  the  new 
forces  proposed  to  be  raised,  10,0U0  regulars  only 
are  called  fur  by  the  Executive  project,  and 
50,000  volunteers;  he  concluded  that  great  reli- 
ance was  placed  on  volunteers,  or  five  times  as 
many  would  not  have  been  called  for  as  of  the 
other  species. of  force;  besides,  he  said,  it  would 
appear  from  the  President's  Message  of  16th  Jan- 
uary, of  the  present  year,  communicating  evj.- 
dence  of  the  continued  hostility  of  Great  Britain, 
that  Mr.  Foster's  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe^  was  dated 
as  far  back  as  the  17(h  of  December  preceding. 
Mr.  Monroe's  reply  was  not  made  till  the  14th  of 
January  following,  nor  communicated  till  the 
16th.  It  happened  that  Mr.  Foster's  letter,  con- 
taining this  evidence  of  continued  hostility,  bears 
date  on  the  very  day  the  discussion  .took  place  in 
this  body  upon  the  motion  for  reducing  the  num- 
ber of  25,000  regular  troops;  yet,  it  was  not  till 
after  the  final  passage  of  that  bill,  that  this  im- 
portant communicatrpn  was  made.  The  bill  final- 
ly passed  both  Houses  on  the  11th  January,  and 
was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  same  day. 
If  that  communication  had  teen  made  at  an  ear- 
lier day,  its  effects  in  facilitating  and  accelerating 
the  passage  of  that  bill  in  its  original  form,  can- 
not be  questioned.  He  did  not  mean  to  throw 
the  most  distant  imputation  upon  the  Executive 
for  withholding  this  communication  until  after 
the  passage  of  that  bill,  and  making  it  while  the 
volunteer  bill  was  under  consideration  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  because  he  had  so  to 
act;  and  if,  in  his  judgment,  the  public  interests 
would  be  promoted  thereby,  it  was  right  that  he 
should  so  act;  but  it  was  strong  evidence  to  his 


mind  of  the  Executive  preference  for  the  volon- 
teer  over  the  regular  force;  and,  in  this  light 
only,  he  wished  the  observation  to  be  regarded. 
If  so,  it  rendered  the  consideration  and  eiamioa- 
tion  of  the  provisions  of  the  volunteer  bill  more 
than  usually  i important.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Moo- 
roe,  in  his  reply  to  Mr.  Foster,  observes,  that  be 
takes  the  first  moment  of  leisure  to  answer  Mr. 
Foster's  letter;  and  he  must  presume  the  fact  to 
be  so ;  but,  for  himself,  be  was  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive what  more  weighty  matters  coald  hire 
occupied  the  whole  of  the  honorable  Seeretary^s 
time  for  nearly  a  month  than  replying  to  a  letter 
announcing  a  coniinued  hostility  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  against  thia  country,  at  a  momeot, 
too,  when  C^gresa  was  anxiously  eegaged  io 
furnishing  means  for  repelling  this  hostility,  fte. 

The  correspondence  was  of  such  character, 
that  one  hour's  time  was  amply  sufficient  to  pr^ 
pare  a  reply.* 

He  would  now  proceed  to  examine  more  criti- 
cally the  parliciilar  provisions  of  the  bill  uoder 
consideration,  and  he  feared  they  would  be  fouod 
inefficient,  if  not  impracticable.  It  appears  io  the 
first  place,  not  to  be  directed  to  any  officer  for 
execution,  but  to  rest  upon  the  patriotic  impulse 
of  whole  regiments  or  companies.  If  we  reflect 
but  for  one  moment  upon  the  different  mate- 
rials of  which  militia  regiments  or  compaoies 
are  composed,  surely  but  little  reliance  can  be 
had  upon  their  tendering  their  services  in  ihii 
form.  The  rich  and  the  poor,  the  strong  and 
the  weak,  the  bntve  and  the  timid,  the  single 

*In  consequence  of  thia  commentary  upon  tbeeor- 
respondence  between  Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr. 
Bibb,  of  Kentucky,  intimated,  io  reply,  that  Mr.  GUei 
had  been  infloAnced  by  his  private  bickeiingf  sod  per- 
sonal feelings  towards  Mr.  Monroe,  in  makiiig  tbeie 
ttmtakM.  In  expiaaation,  ibr  tlie  potpose  of  npsltiiHr 
this  incorrect  intimation,  Mr.  Giles  obsenred,  that  u 
any  personal  bickerings  did  exist  between  Mr.  Monroe 
and  himself,  it  was  not  a  proper  subject  to  be  intro- 
duced before  the  Senate,  and  could  not  hate  any  Ixn^ 
ficial  bearing  upon  the  diacaosion ;  but  the  fact  «tf 
not  so.  There  never  had  been,  at  any  tame,  nor  fla 
any  occasieo,  any  private  bickeringa  between  Mr.  M. 
and  himself  He  staCiea  thia  ciroumstaaca  to  ooRtct 
miatakcn  imprasaioBs.  He  had  no  fediags  of  ptf^ 
sonal  hoatflity  towaida  Mr.  Mteiioe.  He  had  diiip- 
proved,  aatd  stUl  disapproves  of  Mr.  Monroe's  pohtical 
conduct;  but  this  disapprobation  was  solely  on  patHic 
considerations,  and,  in  no  respect,  of  a  nrivste,  P^ 
sonal  character.  Mr.  Giles  said,  he  hoped  the  geoUe* 
man  from  Kentucky,  for  whom  he  entertained  a  pecQ- 
liar  respect,  would  have  been  more  liberal  than  to  «|^ 
pose  this  disapprobation  could  afford  a  motive  ^lu 
him  for  making  unmerited  observations  upon  Mr.  Mod- 
roe*s  conduct,  upon  any  occasion  whatever. 

He  bad  stoted,  with  sincerity,  the  impressiooB  pro- 
duced on  his  mind  by  public  documents,  presented  w 
Congress  for  public  consideration,  and  be  was  wW 
to  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  worid  the  correcineff 
of  those  impressions.  If  newspapera  be  the  trne  d<^ 
dinm  of  the  pabtic  sentiment,  it  would  app««r  r| 
this  disapprobation  of  Mr.  Monroe's  pabUc  cond^ 
had  been  till  lately  common  to  almost  the  whole  ac 
pttUkan  paity. 


1897 


HISTORT  OF  CONORBSS. 


1608 


Supplemental  Speech. —  Volunteer  BiU. 


and  married,  ^^  constitute  promiscuously  mili- 
tia regimeots  and  companies.  Is  it  to  be  pre- 
sumed, that  men  of  sucn  different  habits,  in  such 
different  conditions  in  life,  dbc^  will  unite  in 
tendering  their  services  for  the  same  objects? 
Certainly  very  few  can  be  counted  upon  in  that 
form.  What  then  is  the  remedy  pointed  out  for 
this  incoQTenience  in  the  bill  T  If  entire  com- 
panies should  be  formed  out  of  different  regi- 
ments or  eompanies,  then  they  are  to  be  officered 
according  to  the  laws  of  t|ie  respective  States. 
He  was  in'formed  that  the  States  of  Massachu- 
setts, Vermont.  Maryland.  Virginia,  and  Ten- 
nessee, at  leastj  nave  no  law  by  which  such  officers 
can  be  commissioned.  In  Virginia,  he  believed, 
that  a  law  bad  been  passed  shortly  after  the  pass- 
ing of  the  30,000  volunteet  bill.  %6  prohibit  the 
Chief  Executive  Magistrate  of 'that  State  from 
commissioning  officers  of  votaiiteer  corps.  This 
law  he  belie  red  to  be  now  ii)  force.  He  had  used 
his  best  endeavors  to  gc;t  the  Uw,  to  ascertain  its 
precise  bearing  and  extent,  but  had  not  been  able 
to  obtain  it.  He  had  no  doubt  however,  about  the 
existence  of  such  a  law;  and  if  it  be  the  case,  the 
provisioos  of  the  bill  cannot  be  executed  In  Vir- 
ginia. He  understQod,  the  ground  upon  which 
the  Uw  passed  in  that  Slate,  was,  that  the  volun* 
teer  principle  deranged  and  inverted  the  order  of 
the  militia  commissions.  If  that  State,  with  all 
its  patriotic  zeal,  invariably  manifested  for  sup- 
porting the  Qovernroent  of  the  United  States,  m 
all  its  measures  for  vindicating  its  rights,  could 
see  the  volunteer  bill  in  such  a  light  as  to  justify 
itsinterferencetoprohibit  its  execution,  bethought 
it  an  unfortunate  harbinger  of  its  future  destinies. 
Besides,  is  it  at  all  likely,  that  in  States  where  the 
laws  might  justify  the  commissioning  of  officers 
conformably  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  that  it 
will  be  done,  when  they  are  informed  there  are  so 
many  other  States  in  which  it  cannot  be  done  con- 
sistently with  their  laws?  After  all,  if,  contrary 
to  every  calculation,  these  volunteers  ^should  be 
raised,  the  advocates  or  the  bill  generally  tell  you, 
thejr  will-  be  marched  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  cdurse  cannot  be  applied  to 
any  of  the  offensive  purposes  of  the  Government. 
Again,  sir,  the  Committee  of  the  Senate,  in  re- 
viewing the  former  volunteer  bills,  particularly 
that  for  raising  30,000  volunteers,  passed  the  24th 
February,  1807,  very  properly  called  upon  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to  inform 
itself  what  had  been  the  practical  effect  of  these 
laws ;  his  official  report  is  before  us,  in  which  he 
ioforms  us,  that  there  is  no  record  whitiever  fh 
his  office,  of  the  tender  of  any  services  tinder  anv 
of  the  former  volunteer  laws.  If.  after  the  attack 
upon  the  Chesapeake,  no  tender  of  the  services 
of  volanteers  were  made  sufficient  to  justify  re- 
cording them  in  the  War  Office,  ought  we  to  cal- 
culate upon  them  on  any  future  occasion?  He 
always  considered  these  laws  merely  nominal; 
they  answered  to  call  forth  a  few  patriotic  ad- 
dresses to  the  President,  and  a  few  eleffant  patri- 
otic replies ;  but  produced  no  beneficial  practical 
effects.  He  did  not  mean  to  intimate  the  most 
remote  censure,  either  towards  the  late  President 
i2th  CoK,  Isi  Sbss.— 54 


nor  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  in 
not  preserving  the  traces  of  these  patriotic  tenders. 
He  believed  the  errors  were  in  the  law ;  in  the 
essential  deficiencies  of  the  system.  He  presumed 
that  none  of  these  tenders  were  made  m  a  form 
which  would  enable  the  President  to  command 
the  services  tendered;  and  of  course  a  record  of 
them  would  have  been  unnecessary.  The  respon- 
sibility by  regiments  and  companies  is  not  suffi- 
cient. There  ought  to  be  muster  rolls  of  indi* 
viduals  by  names,  A,  B,  C,  4tc.,  &c.,  who  compose 
these  regiments  and  companies.  Call  upon  a  regi- 
ment under  such  a  collective  tender  of  services, 
and  you  will  probably  find  very  few  individuals 
who  would  admit  that  they  were  responsible  for 
such  tender,  and  would  individually  refuse  to  be 
bound  by  It. 

Such  being  the  report  upon  the  practical  noth- 
ingness of  this  system  heretofore,  ought  it  not  to 
be  well  examined,  and  its  errors  corrected  before 
we  rely  upon  it  in  times  to  come  ?  HeretoforCi 
fortunately  for  us,  we  have  had  no  occasion  to 
put  this  system  further  to  the  test  of  experiment, 
than  the  mere  initiation  of  tendering  services. 
We  have  had  no  war.  The  threatenings  have 
passed  on  till  they  have  now  nearly  reached  the 
crisis ;  but  if  war  heretofore  had  came  upon  uS} 
would  it  not  probably  have  been  a  subject  of  mis- 
fortune and  regret,  that  a  reliance  should  have 
been  had  fur  militarjr  services,  upon  a  system 
which  could  not  and  did  not  produce  even  a  prac- 
tical offVr'of  military  services?  Now,  after  this 
experience,  when,  if  we  believe  the  President's 
Message,  actual  war  is  approaching,  ought  we  to 
place  much  reliance  upon  this  system  f^r  raising 
a  military  force?  Ought  it  to  be  considered  as 
the  principal,  instead  of  an  auxiliary  force  ?  Es- 
pecially if  the  doctrine  be  true,  that  if  raised,  it 
cannot  Constitutionally  be  marched  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  United  States— in  that  case  be  could 
not  see  its  use  as  an  auxiliary  force.  Mr.  Q'.  said« 
be  knew  it  was  the  opinion  entertained  bv  many 
well-meaning  gentlemen,  and  he  had  lately  seen', 
in  the  newspapers,  the  expression  of  the  opinion 
ascribed  to  an  honorable  member  on  this  floor, 
(hat  this  species  of  force  was  mor^  congenial  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  than  a  regular  force. 
He  said  he  could  never  discern  this  spirit  in  the 
Constitution,  and  he  should  regret  very  much  to 
find  such  a  spirit  there.  He  said  it  was  not  na- 
common  to  see  gentlemen,  the  best  disposed,  sub- 
stituting their  own  visions,  scruples,  and  appre- 
hensions, for  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution ; 
but  it  was  fortunate  for  the  people  of  the  United 
States  that  the  wise  framers  or  that  instrument 
did  not  act  under  the  influence  of  such  fallacious 
monitors  in  its  formation.  He  begged  gentlemen 
to  torn  their  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  and  they  would  find  them  dictated 
by  a  very  different  spirit;  and  if  re^rdless  of 
them,  this  Government  is  to  be  administered  un- 
der the  influence  of  these  imaginary  spectres,  he 
feared  all  its  actual  Constitutional  energies  would 
shortly  be  diminished  down  to  something  less 
than  the  shadow  of  a  shade,  to  which  state  of 
feebleness  he  feared  it  was  approaching.    In  the 
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eighth  section  of  the  first  arti<;le  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, these  powers,  amongst  others,  are  giren  to 
Congress.  "  To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,'*  &c.  What  limitation  is 
imposed  upon  the  power  to  declare  war,  dbc.  ? 
None  whatever.  Every  kind  of  war,  offensive 
or  defensive,  which  forms  an  attribute  of  national 
sovereignty,  is  here  submitted  to  the  discretion  of 
Congress,  without  any  limitation  whatever.  That 
no  limitation  was  necessary,  he  thought  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  for  the  last  three  years  fully 
demonstrated. 

He  had  no  doubt,  that  at  the  time  of  giving  this 
unlimited  power  to  Congress,  to  declare  war,  dtc», 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  had  their  atten- 
tion drawn  to  the  colonies  bordering  on  each  ex* 
tremity  of  the  United  States,  and*  wisely  conclu- 
ded not  to  impose  any  restraints  upon  the  occupa- 
tion of  them^  whenever  such  a  proceeding  should 
become  advisable  in  the  common  progression  of 
human  affairs. 

What  reason  could  be  assigned  for  limiting  or 
restraining  the  powers  of  the  United  States  in 
asserting  and  maioiainiog  all  their  rights  in  their 
common  intercourse  with  other  nations?  dec.  In 
this  clause,  surely  no  trace  of  the  spirit  of  these 


timid  spectres   and  visions,  dec.,  is  discernible*    bly  interesting  by  the  em  barrassmeotsof  the  Arof. 


The  next  clause  gives,  in  terms  equally  unlimit- 
ed, the  "power  to  raise  and  support  armies.'' 
There  is  no  limitation  nor  direction  to  Congress, 
as  to  the  snecies  or  amount  of  armies  to  be  raised. 
The  whole  subject  is  left  to  the  discretion  of 
Congress,  to  raise  and  support  such  armies  as 
may  be  required  by  the  national  exigencies,  of 
which  Congress  is  to  judge.  Regular  armies,  too, , 
are  clearly  contemplated,  because  a  limitation  of 


cies  of  force  contemplated  by  the  CoosLitQiioo: 
not  a  word  is  there  said  about  an  imagioary  rol* 
unteer  force  compounded  of  regulars  and  militii. 
Whilst,  therefore,  he  would  not  deny  but  that 
Congress  may,  if  it  can,  constitutiooally  rai»e  t 
volunteer  force,  yet  he  would  deny  that  such  i 
force  is  more  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  the  Coa- 
stituiion  than  a  regular  force,  which  is  there lo- 
thorized  in  express  words.  It  is  notaliule^^ 
roarkable,  too,  that  this  new-fashioned  force  is  not 
only  not  mentioned  in  the  Constitution,  but  that 
it  never  was  relied  on  as  forming  any  part  of  (Ih 
aetual  system  of  defence  during  the  whole  Rero* 
lutionary  war;  was  never  recommended  by  Gen- 
eral Wabhington  to  Congress,  even  for  the}w^| 
poees  of  d^ence,  althougbi  now  it  is  to  forma' 
tystem  for  offence  ;  nor  do  you  find  tbe  smallest 
^race  of  such  a  foroe  during  the  whole  of  Gen- 
eral Washington'b  Administration.  During  the 
Winter  of  1777  and  X778,  whilst  the  America 
Army  lay  at  Valley  Forge,  a  committee  of  Coa- 
greas  attended  General  WASHiNOTOnJahiscaop) 
principally  for  the  purpose  of  derisiog  a  system 
of  defence,  and  recruiting  the  Army  for  ihencx: 
campaign ;  every  possible  consideratioD  wasaoi- 
iously  bestowed  upon  that  subject,  rendered  do 


and  the  alarming  prospects  before  it;  yet  the r^ 
liance  was  exclusively  on  regulars  and  militu; 
the  volunteer  system  was  deemed  iDefficieDi,ai(l 
discarded,  even  for  purposes  strictly  dtjtam. 
Now,  when  the  difficulties  of  orgaoiziog  such  a 
force  are  considerably  increased,  io  coosequeoet 
of  the  division  of  the  powers  over  the  miliiiat»^ 
tween  the  General  and  Stale  GovernmeDiyiu 
to  be  relied  on  for  offensive  purposes,  &,zJ\^^^ 


appropriations  for  supporting  armies  immediately  {  event  of  actual  war. 

follows.    The  limitation  is,  *'  no  appropriation  of       Mr.  G.  said,  he  well  knew  how  he  exposed hiio* 


money  to  that  use  shall  be  for  a  longer  term  than 
two  years."    This  limitation  evidently  had  refer- 
ence to  the  term  for  which  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  were  made  eligible,  to 
enable  that  branch  alone  to  check  any  possible 
disposition  in  the  other  branches  to  support  ar- 
mies for  a  longer  period  thnn  might  be  deemed 
necessary  by  the  nation  at  large ;  whose  wishes, 
in  that  respect,  could  always  be  manifested  yn 
the  choice  of  the  members  for  the  House  of 
Representatives.    But  this  limitation  is  not  so 
strict  as  that  which  exists  in  Great  Britain,  ac- 
cording to  its  fundamental  laws*.  It  is  necessary, 
then,  that  the  appropriation  for  thestanding  army 
should  be  annual ;  and  the  practice  here  has  beea 
invariably  the  same.   The  limitation  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  standing  armies,  in  the  Constitutiojp^ 
therefore,  was  merely  intended  as  a  remedy  in  an 
extreme  case,  and  was  not  intended  to  debilitate 
and  counteract  the  ordinary  operations  of  the 
Government.    The  next  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, for  placing  the  physical  force  of  the  nation 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  gives  to  Con- 
gress the  power  ''to  provide  for  organizing,  arm- 
ing, and  disciplining,  the  militia,"  dec.}  and,  'Ho 
provide  for  calling  Tonh.  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions."    These  are  the  only  two  spe- 


self  to  the  censures  of  certain  republicaa  oevs- 

f taper  editors,  and  others,  by  questioniog  ibeiQfil' 
ibility  of  the  opinions  of  the  favorite  partisaas 
of  tjie  day,  although  the  fundamental  motto  of 
those  same  newspapers  has  invarisblj  beeo  i> 
theory  "  measures,  not  men  j"  but  in  their p/tK^>« 
for  some  years  past,  this  orthodox  motto  has  beea 
inverted-  It  is  in  practice  "  men,  not  meaiure^ 
For,  during  that  time,  nothing  has  been  more  cots' 
mpn,  than  to  see  men  a{||»lauded  whose  measorts 
are  oondemnedi  and  men  condemned  whose  ooe^ 
ures  are  applauded :  and  bo  far  has  this  patiiouc 
zeal  for  this  invertea  principle  been  carried,  ib>t 
it  you  point  the  finger  at  the  possible  errors  of  tii< 
favorites  of  the  day,  it  becomes  an  offence  i« 
which  you  are  denounced;  but  if  you  detiioj- 
slrate  the  errors  by  argument,  to  the  conWctioool 
every  .mind^  it  then  becomes  a  sin  past  forgij^ 
nesa.  You  may  then  expect  nothing  J^,^*'JJ 
ostracism,  accompanied  with  the  most  fouj  ^ 
scurrilous  reproaches.  Bad  motives  are  app'tf"" 
bear  down  good  opinions,  when  good  ^rg^^^ 
are  wanted  for  that  purpose,  dec.  Mr.  G.  sai^<^ 
judge  of  measures  uninfluenced  by  their  auiw^ 
required  the  exertion  of  one  of  the  bigb^?'  *'' 
tributes  of  the  human  mind.  It  was  takio? » 
very  lofty  and  independent  stand.  It  required  in* 
formation,  xeflection,  and  a  full  knowledge  olu>< 
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subj»:t,  Ste,  It  was  Dot  to  be  expected  that  tbe 
great  mass  of  mankiDd  would  be  oompeteot  to  tbe 
performance  of  so  difficuk  a  ta^k,  but  it  really 
was  hoped,  tbat  tbe  vattoting  edilon  of  oewspa- 
persi  wottld  bavr  adbered  more  te  their  profeasione. 
or  at  least  not  to  hare  eoDsigi>ed  to  reproach  aod 
iofamy  those  who  atlampt  to  follow  lessons  in- 
ca)c8ted  by  iheroseWes,  even  if  the  attempt  should 
be  humble  aod  oaaTftilin^.  it  isiDucb  more  easy, 
aod  therefore  to  be  expected,  that  men  iu  general 
will  repose  contideuee  in  the  authors  of  measures, 
aod  this  confidence  will  relieve  them  from  the 
troable  and  difficulty  of  judging  of  tbe  measures 
themselves;  but  newspaper  editors  ought  (o  be 
competent  to  judge  of  tbe  merits  or  demerits  of 
measures  regardless  of  their  authors.  They  ought 
not  at  least  to  impose  restraints  on  those  who 
would  undertake  the  task,  by  the  ascription  of 
improper  motives  to  their  cooduci— tbe  most  bu* 
miliatiog  aod  d^^Tadtng  office  tkat  gen i as  cap 
perform.  What  is  to  be  the.  effect  of  tbe  substi- 
tuiioo  of  aapersi4Hi  for  argumeot  upon  tbe  free 
exercise  and  expreseioii  of  op&Dion  7  WiU  it  not 
place  epioioa  under  the  most  serioaa  restraints  ? 
Is  Dot  this  effect  sensibly  felt  at  this  mement  7 
And  is  this  operation  likely  to  become  beneficial 
in  the  development  of  truth  ?  Mr.  Q.  said,  he 
was  DOC  insensible  to  the  imposing  motives  which 
impelled  vts  to  this  unfortunate  state  of  things. 
It  was  the  strong  impressions  of  the  imponanoe 
of  Doion  and  harmony  in  our  measures,  dictated 
bjr  the  urgent  crisis  of  our  Affairs.  This  is  cer- 
tainly an  imposing  claim,  and  no  gentleman  felt 
its  iofloeDce  mOre  forcibly  than  himself. 

No  gratification  to  bis  mind  could  be  greater 
than  associating  and  harmouiziog  in  opinion  with 
those  whom  he  loved  and  respected;  wiib  whom 
he  had  for  a  long  time  been  to  the  habit  of  think* 
iog  and  acting,  dec.  But  is  it  desirable  tp  har- 
monize in  errors?  Wilt  harmony  and  union  In 
errors  prevent  their  practical  efiect  on  society  f 
Enois,  too,of  tbe  first  magnitude;  of  vital  im- 
portance to  tbe  reputation  and  interes,);^  of  the 
aaiioB.    The  elaim  of  unioQ  and  bwiaooy  to 


have,  is  the  moat  fallible  of  guides,  and  is  often 
as  fluctuating  as  the  wind.* 

Notwithstanding  be  never  did,  and  he  never 
would,  shrink  from  any  responsibility  imposed 
upon  bim  by  the  duties  of  his  station ;  yet,  upon 
this  occasion,  knowing  the  influence  of  naooes,  he 
did  mean  to  shield  bis  responsibility  under  the 
influence  of  a  name;  a  name  that  would  and 
ought  to  afford  him  complete  protection. 

Although  be^bad  several  times  l|^ly  been  re* 
proaebed  bv  the  g/entlesaan  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
ANnfiBBOM)  witb  borrowing  bis  opi Dions  upon 
military  avbjeets  from  military  men,  not  pott^ess- 
ing  the  BBoessary  experience  himself,  yet  be 
thought  be  oould  present,  in  atipport  of  his  opin* 
ion,  the  opinion  of  a  military  character  whom  he 
had  coosiuted  upon  this  occasion,  that  the  gentle- 
iQan  from  Tennessee  would  honor  and  respect^ 
however  right  tbe  respeen  which  might  be  due 
to,  and  might  be  claimed  by,  our  own  militarf 
experience. 

Yes,  sir,  Mr.  Q  said,  he  did  ii{K)n  this  occasion, 
propose  to  shelter  his  responsibility  under  the 
name  of  one,  who«  while  living,  had  rendered 
more  active,  beAeficial  service,  to  his  country, 
than  be  believed  would  ever  again  fall  to  tbe  lot 
of  any  other  individual;  and  be  has  left  behind 
him  many  valuable  practical  leasooi^  which,  if 
we  are  wise  enough  to  respect  and  follow,  be  will, 
even  after  death,  be  rendering  the  highest  ser- 
vices to  his  country.  .He  was  one,  who>  though 
not  vevy  proUfie  ot  visions,  of  notions,  and  theo- 
ries, wa4  wise  from  egperieoce*.  He  w^s  wjae  ta 
conduct*^ wise  in  actions. 

Mr.  G.  said  tbat  although,  at  all  times,  he  had 
felt  as  much  adminuion  and  gratitude  for  the 
Revolutionary  sevvioe  of  the  American  hero 
and  patriot,  ta  any  gentleman  in  the  United 
States,  yet  candor  induced  bim  to  acknowledge 
<hat  there  was  a  time  when  be  doubted  the  su- 
periority of  his  talents  as  a  statesman ;  but  a  more 
intimate  acqaaintance  with  his  character  and  bis 


measure: 
and  praci 


s^  further   information   and   reflectiop; 
:iical  experience  of  more  than  twenty 


aanciiOB  errors  of  this  high  ehafacter  and  bear-    years,  had  completely  convinced  him  of  the  supe- 
iag,  if  erffora  t^ey  were,  m»  bis  beat,  jodgoaent    riorlty  of  the  ta^nt  of  this  great  man  as  a  st^tea- 
laagbt  lum  they  «^ere,  alihoiftgh  aatiipiaing  and  ]  man  as  well  as  a  soldier,  and  bad  also  admon- 
iasckiating,«agiiti  to  he  rceisted.    it  W«s  a  ancred 
doty  to  examine  them,  and  ezpoae  tiwm,  tbmt  so- 
ciety .miflbt  be  lelirvdl  fmoa  th?^  imperious 
eftcu.    Ift  is  certainly  a  move  pdnfal  and  disa- 
greeabley  bnt  at  tke  aama  timd,  ia  hta  jodgoienCi 
a  BMre  candid  and  friendly  pcvformanee  of  a 
duty,  even  townrde  their  authors.    And,  at^,  by 
what  standard  are  these  errors  to  be  tested  1  For 
himself,  he  said,  he  knew  of  but  oa«.    Although 
others  might  be,  and  probabFy  are,  ten  fallible* 
vet  he  knew  of  but  one,  upon  whose  positive 
ndeliiy  he  could,  with  absolute  certainty,  rely. 
That  was  the  judgment,  such  as  it  was,  with 
which  Qo4  and  nature  had  been  pleased  to  bless 
him.    In  every  possible  situation  in  which  he 
could  be  placed,  he  would  follow  its  honest  dic- 
tates, even  if  popular  clamor  were*  thundering 
round  his  ears.    He  said,  popular  opinion,  as  it  is 
evinced  through  such  deceptiye  medluois  as  we 


•  Mr.  Bibb,  from  Kentuckj»  in  reply  to  this  observa- 
tioo^  "having  stated  that  he  differed  in  opinion  with  Mr» 
GUes  as  to  the  fluctuating  character  of  public  opinion^ 
that  he  thought,  when  popular  opinion  had  once  per- 
Tsded  the  mass  of  the  people  throughout  the  United 
States,  U  was  not  easily  changed,  and  was  entitled  to 
great  respect,  ^c — Mr.  Giles,  in  explanation,  observed 
that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  misapprehended 
bis  opinions  in  that  respect;  that  be  felt  as  much  re- 
spect for  the  settled  and  deliberate  opinions  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  UniUd  States  as  the  gentleman  himsell 
He  bad  alluded  only  to  the  deceptive  mediums  of  news- 
paper paragraphs,  through  which  popular  opinion  ia 
said  to  be  conveyed,  and  if  he  did  not  convey  this  idea 
in  express  words,  it  was  obviously  the  correct  and  can- 
did inference  from  the  general  scope  and  tenor  of  his 
remarks,  dtc.  Phenomena  of  this  kind  were  remark* 
ably  conspicuous  about  the  close  of  Mr.  Adams's  Ad- 
ministration^  and  not  less  ao  at  the  present  day. 
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ished  Mr.  G.  of  his  former  errors.  And  while  I 
could  not  suhscribe  to  all  the  measures  of  his  Ad- 
ministration, yet,  take  him  for  ail  io  all,  I  fear 
and  think,  ^^we  ne'er  shall  see  his  like  again." 

Let  us  hear  what  General  Washinqton  has 
said  of  the  effect  of  short  enlistments.  Let  us 
not  disrespect  the  lessons  of  so  much  wisdom 
and  experience.  If  it  were  practicable  to  organ* 
ize  your  volunteers  for  one  year's  service  under 
the  provtiions  of  this  hill,  which  he  believed  was 
not  the  case,  let  us  hear  what  his  opinion  of  their 
efficacy  would  be.  when  raised — especially  for 
the  purpose  of  offensive  war.  It  is  to  his  opinions, 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  appealed  to  correct  errors  which 
might  be  fata!  in  their  conse9aence8 — errors  that 
placed  a  principal  reliance  upon  troops  for  offen- 
sive purposes,  enlisted  for  only  one  jear.  Mr. 
G.  said,  that  when  we  entertained  serious  appre- 
hensions of  commencing  a  war,  so  extremely 
analogous  in  almost  all  its  hearings,  with  one  we 
had  heretofore  been  engaged  io,  it  was  natural  to 
look  to  the  experience  of  the  former  war,  to  cor- 
rect and  avoid  the  errors  of  conducting  it,  in  con- 
dnetioit  <he  approaching  war;  he  haii  done  so  by 
consulting  Marshall's  History  of  the  life  of  Wash- 
ington, to  which  he  begged  to  refer  for  all  the  ob- 
servations he  bad  to  make  on  this^ari  of  the  sub- 
ject. The  information  afforded  by  it  will  be  found 
to  be  so  appropriate  to  all  the  points  now  under 
consideration,  that  all  commentary  from  bira  will 
be  wholly  unnecessary. 

In  Novembery  1776,  <*The  army  was  dissolved  by 
the  expirttion  of  the  tims  for  which  it  had  been  en- 
fisted,  and  men  in  snflkient  numbers  were  not  yet  ob- 
tained to  take  the  pla^e  of  thoee,  who,  having  per- 
formed the  stipulated  duty,  insisted  on  retuming  home. 
The  impatience  to  visit  their  friends, disoovered  by  the 
soldiers  entitled  to  a  discharge,  was  so  extensive  and 
ungoyemable  as  to  overcome  all  their  solicitude  for 
keeping  the  enemy  in  a  state  of  blockade,  and  many  of 
them  could  not  be  detained  in  camp  even  for  ten  days, 
at  the  end  of  which  period  was  expected  the  airivti  of 
a  body  of  militia,  which  had  been  ordered  to  supply 
their  places;  nor  was  it  without  a  great  difficulty, 
and  some  degree  of  violence,  that  any  of  them  could  be 
prevailed  on  to  remain  for  that  time.  This  fact,  how- 
ever, did  not  sufficiently  impress  on  the  Government 
of  the  United  Colonies,  that  it  was  possible  to  rely  too 
much  on  individual  patriotism ;  and  that  the  American 
cause,  if  defended  entirely  by  temporary  armies,  must 
be  often  exposed  to  the  most  imminent  hazard.^*-— Vot. 
t,  pp.  269,  270. 

''The  diBadvantages,*'  says  General  Wasbikotoit,  in 
a  letter  to  Congress  dated  in  January,  1776,  *'  attend- 
ing the  limited  enlistment  of  troops,  are  too  apparent 
to  those  who  are  eye-witnerses  of  them,  to  render  any 
animadversions  necessary,  but  to  gentlemen  at  a  di»- 
tance,  whose  attention  is  engrossed  by  a  thousand  im- 
portant objects,  the  case  may  be  otherwise. 

**Tbat  this  cause  precipitated  the  death  of  the  brave 
and  much  to  be  lamented  Gen,  Montgomery,  and  brought 
on  the  defeat  which  followed  thereupon,  I  have  not  the 
most  distant  doubt ;  for,  had  he  not  been  spprehensive 
of  the  troops  leaving  him  at  so  important  a  crisis,  but 
continued  the  blockade  of  Quebec,  a  capitulation,  from 
the  best  accounts  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  must  inev- 
itably have  followed.  And  that  we  were  not  obliged 
at  one  time  to  dispute  these  lines  under  disadvantage- 


ous circumstances — (proceeding  irom  the  same  caus 
to  wit :  the  disbanding  of  themselves  before  the  miHtj 
could  be  got  in)  Is,  to  me,  a  matter  of  wonder  aod  ti 
tonishment ;  and  proves  that  General  Howe  wu  eithi 
unacquainted  with  our  situation,  or  restrained  by  k 
instructions  from  putting  anything  to  haiard  until  U 
reinforcement  should  arrive. 

*'  The  instance  of  General  Montgomery  (I  nentlQ 
it  bocause  it  is  a  striking  one»  tor  a  number  of  othei 
might  be  addueed,)  proves  thai  instead  of  hsTioK  me 
to  take  advantage  of  circnmatanoeai  you  are  in  a  oai 
ner  compeUed»  right  or  wrong,  to  make  circuouitanu 
yield  to  a  secondary  consideration*  Since  Ut  of  Di 
cember  I  have  been  devising  every  means  in  mj  pow< 
to  secure  these  encampments  ;  and  though  I  am  aeni 
ble  that  we  never  have,  since  that  period,  been  aUe  1 
act  on  the  offensive,  and  at  times  not  in  a  condiM 
to  defend,  yet  the  cost  of  marching  home  one  let  < 
men  and  bringing  in  another,  the  havoc  and  waste  o< 
easioned  by  the  first,  the  repairs  necesaary  for  the  M 
ottd,  with  a  thousand  incidental  charges  and  incoiiT< 
nienoes  which  have  arisen,  and  which  it  is  Mamf 
possible  either  to  recollect  or  describe,  amount  to  nd 
as  much  as  keeping  up  a  respectable  body  of  tnopi 
the  whole  lime  ready  for  any  emergency,  would  h* 
done. 

"  To  this  may  be  added,  that  you  never  can  have  I 
well  dipciplined  army. 

*'  To  make  men  well  acquainted  with  the  datief  ofi 
soldier  requires  time.  To  bring  them  under  prope 
discipline  and  subordination,  not  only  reqairai  tssii 
but  is  a  work  of  great  difficulty ;  and  in  thia  ariB| 
where  tiiere  is  so  little  distinction  between  officers  «n( 
soldiers,  requires  an  uncommon  degree  o(  attention 
To  expect  then  the  same  service  from  raw  and  undiKt 
pUoed  recruits,  as  from  veteran  soldiers,  is  to  exped 
what  never  did,  and  perhaps  never  will  happen. 

•*  Men  who  are  familiarized  to  danger,  approach  il 
vrithout  thinking ;  whereas,  troops  unused  to  sennc^ 
apprehend  danger  where  no  danger  exists. 

"  Three  things  prompt  men  to  a  regular  dischaip  flj 
their  duty  in  time  of  action — natural  braveiy,  hope  ol 
reward,  and  fear  of  punishment.  The  two  fiiit «« 
common  to'the  untutored  and  the  disciplined  soldier;  but 
the  last  most  obviously  distinguishes  one  from  the  m«' 
A  coward,  taught  to  believe  that  if  he  breaks  bis  ab^ 
and  abandons  his  oolots,  he  will  be  puniriisd  witbdeiui 
by  hi*  own  party,  will  take  hii  chance  against  the  «i«- 
my;  but  the  man  whe  thinks  HttHi  of  the  aoe,  •adj' 
liMrftil  of  the  othar,  acta  front  prtsent  fesling^  i«8*^' 
hn  of  conaequenoas, 

«•  Agam :  men  of  a  day's  standing  wMl  ^^^^ 
ward ;  and,  ftrom  experfenee,  we  find*  that,  ss  tasuo^ 
approaches  far  their  dtacharge,  they  grow  c*^^ 
their  arms,  anrnunitioii,  camp  ntensilsv  dt& ;  b*7'' . 
the  hanacks  themselves  have  foil  uoeomaioo  b^ 
of  wanton  denredatioR,  and  we  are  laid  under  vm 
trouUe  aod  additional  expense  in  providiag  lor  vi^ 
^h  party,  at  a  time  when  we  find  it  next  tou».P^ 
ble  to  procure  the  articles  absolutely  neoessarj  ui 
first  instance.    To  this  m^  be  added  the  sewonwi 
which  new  recruits  must  have  to  a  eamp>  snd  tne 
consequent  thereupon." 

•*  But  this  is  not  all.  Men  engaged  for  a  shortjaj; 
ited  time  only,  haTs  the  officers  too  much  in  ^*"^^|q. 
er.  To  obtain  a  degree  of  popularity,  in  f>fow  J^^ 
duce  a  second  enlistment,  a  kind  of  frmilw^v  ^^jj^ 
place,  which  brings  on  a  relaxation  of  *^^'P  ^*L»ible 
censed  frirlottghs,  and  other  indulgencss  in<^P 
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with  good  Older  And  g«od  fovMnmenta  bj  which  mMun 
the  latter  part  of  the  time  £>r  which  the  soldier  wu 
t^fP^ed,  is  spent  in  undoing  whet  it  xequixed  much 
labor  to  inculcate  at  the  first. 

'*To  go  into  an  enumeration  of  all  the  ei^ileweha^e 
experienced  in  this  great  change  of  the  Army,  and  the 
expense  incident  to  it,  to  aay  nothing  of  the  hazard  we 
bve  ran,  and  must  ran,  betwecy;i  the  discharging  of 
MM  annj  and  the  enlistment  of  another  (unless  an 
•Dorioous  expense  of  militia  is  incurred)  would  greatly 
ffxceed  the  bounds  of  a  letter.  What  I  have  already 
uken  the  liberty  of  saying,  will  Hirre  to  convey  a  gen^ 
ml  idea  of  the  matter ;  and,  therefore,  I  shall,  with  all 
doe  deference,  take  the  freedom  to  give  it  as  my  opin- 
ifto  that,  if  Congress  have  any  reason  to  belieTe  there 
will  be  oceuioo  lor  troope  another  year,  and,  oonse- 
fuentljr,  for  another  enlistment,  they  wonM  saTe  mo* 
oey  and  have  infinitely  better  troops^  if  they  were, 
crea  al  the  bounty  of  twenty,  thttty,  or  more  doUara^ 
to  eogiffe  the  oMn  already  enlisted  uotii  Janoary  next, 
and  m^  othen  as  mi^  be  wanted  to  complete  the  es^ 
ubliahaent,  for  and  during  the  war.  I  will  not  uadet* 
take  to  laj  that  the  men  may  be  had  on  these  terms, 
bat  I  am  tatisfied  that  it  will  never  do  to  let  the  matter 
alone  u  it  was  last  vear,  until  the  time  of  service  is 
near  expiring.  In  the  first  place,  the  hazard  ii  too 
great;  in  (he  next,  the  trouble  and  perplexity  of  dis- 
banding one  army  and  raising  another  at  the  same  in* 
itant,  and  in  such  a  critical  situation  as  the  last  was, 
are  •circdy  in  the  power  of-  words  to  describe,  and 
Ach  ss  no  man  who  has  onee  experienced  will  e^r 
QAdsrge  sgaia."--Vol.  S,  pp.  MO,  Ml,  S8t,  288^  S84. 

Here  follows  the  comment  of  the  historian : 

"  Unfivtunately,  Congress  did  not  feel  so  sensibly  as 
their  General,  the  incapacity  of  temporary  armlest  to 
oppoie  those  which  are  permanent.  Nor  were  his 
officers  of  high  rank  as  yet  impressed  on  this  subject. 
InaConncil,  held  previoas  to  the  new-modelling  of 
the  Armj,  they  had  been  of  opinion  that  the  enlist- 
nenta  might  be  only  for  one  year." — Vol.  t,  p.  284. 

"Scarcely  waa  this  first  success  obtained  (in  Novem- 
ber, 1775,  ij  Montgomery)  when  the  fetal  consequen- 
ces of  riioit  eolietmente  began  to  discover  themselvefl. 
The  time  of  service  for  which  the  troope  had  engaged 
being  now  neajty  expired,  greet  diAculty  waa  experi* 
floced  in  prevailing  on  then  to  preoeed  ftu^er,  and  the 
GeaenI  waa  under  the  neoesnty  of  etipulatiDg  explieil* 
ly>  that  all  who  wished  it,  sheoU  bediseharged  at  Man- 
tRti,  before  he  could  indnoe  them  even  la  natch 
igainat  that  place.  Having  elleoted  thia  comniomise 
^th  them,  he  proceeded  againel  Montreal,  while  hia 
^ting  batteries,  under  Colonel  Eaaton,  advanced  up 
^  St  Lawrence,  and  not  only  efiectually  prevented 
tbe  trmed  vessels  of  the  enemy  Uom  making  the  escape 
^ejhad  projected  to  Quebec,  but  drove  them  from 
tlteir  anchors  still  higher  up  the  river."— Vol.  S,  p.  310. 

April,  1776. — '•  A  considerable  part  of  the  Army 
binog  become  entitled  to  a  discharge,  no  inducement 
codd  prevail  on  them  to  continue  longer  in  so  severe 
•  service.  This  deduction  from  WoO(tter*s  force  was 
^0  more  aensiUy  felt,  because  the  present  situation  of 
the  roads,  the  Lakes,  and  the  8t.  Lawrence,  unavoida^ 
%  impeded,  for  a  time,  the  arrival  of  the  reinferoe- 
meats  destined  for  his  aid."  *«  Among  the  first  who 
'^•ehed  eamp  after  thia  state  of  thinga,  wa*  General 
^Due,  who,  after  being  appointed  to  the  commend 
in  Canada,  hnd  made  great  exertions  to  join  t^  Ktmy* 
He  arrived  on  the  first  of  May,  and  on  examining  its 
fi»cci  found  it  to  consist  of  n  total  of  nineteen  hundred. 


of  whom  leaa  than  one  tbonaand,  ladudiBg  otf&een, 
were  fit  for  duty.  Among  the  efifectives,  were  three 
hundred  entitldd  to  a  discharge,  who  refused  to  do  duty, 
and  insisted  importunately  on  being  immediately  dis- 
missed."*-Vol.  2.,  pp.  354,  366. 

December,  1776. — General  Washington  '*  waa  ear- 
nest  with  Congress  to  increase  the  number  of  Conti* 
nental  regiments.  It  was  admitted  that  those  already 
voted,  would,  most  probably,  not  be  coiQpIeted ;  but  he 
contended  thst,  by  directing  an  additional  number,  and 
appointing  other  ofilcers,  more  men  would  be  enlisted, 
as  every  oflicer  would  recruit  a  few.  With  respect  lo 
the  additional  expense  to  be  inenrred  by  the  measure 
he  vecommended,  it  waa  observed^  that  our  ftinds  weie 
not  the  only  object  now  to  be  taken  into  coQsideratioiu 
The  enemy,  it  was  found,  weie  daily  gathering  strength 
from  the  dieaftected.  This  strength,  hke  a  «tow-baU» 
by  volling,  would  inereaae,  unless  some  meane  could  be 
dievieed  to  check  effectually  the  progrees  of  their  arms. 
Militia  might,  possib^,  do  it  for  a  little  while ;  but,  in 
a  little  while,  also,  the  militia  of  thoee  States,  which 
were  frequently  called  upon,  would  not  torn  out  at  allr 
or  would  turn  out  with  ao  much  reluctanoe  and  aleth» 
as  to  amount  to  the  aame  thing. 

**  Could  anything  (he  asked)  be  more  destructive  of 
the  reeniiting  business,  than  giving  teo  dollars  fer  six 
weeks'  serviee  in  the  nilitia,  who  cone  in,  you  cannot 
tell  how;  go,  yon  cannot  tell  when,  and  act  you 
cannot  tell  wheie ;  who*  consume  your  piovieione,  ex* 
hanst  your  atovee,  and  leave  yea  et  last  in  a  €riti«al 
monanCl] 

••  Theie»  sir^  (he  added,)  are  the  men  i  am  to  depend 
upon  ten  days'  hence.  Tlue  ia  the  basis  on  which  yoor 
eauae  wiU  ital»  and  n«st  fereTer  depend,  nnleea  yon 
get  SI  lavge  standing  amy  sufficient  to  oppeee  the  ene> 
my."--yol.  S,  p|u637,  688, 689. 

1777« — '*  The  problem,  whether  a  nation  can  be  de- 
fended egainet  a  permanent  force  by  temporery  ermiea, 
by  oeeasioaal  calls  of  the  hueb'andman  from  his  plough 
to  the  field,  was  already  aolved ;  and,  in  its  demonstrap 
tion,  the  independeiiBe  of  America  had  nearly  perished 
in  its  cradle*  All  eyes  were  now  turned  on  the  Army 
to  be  created  for  the  eaaoing  campaign,  as  the  only 
solid  basis  on  which  the  hopes  of  the  patriot  coula 
rest."--^Yol.  8,  pp*  666,  666. 

Mr.  Q.  observed  tfaet,  be  begged  to  be  iodolged 
10  exhibiting  to  the  Yiew  of  the  Senate,  the  char- 
acter and  proceedings  of  the  Congress  of  1777— 
at  the  moment  of  the  most  alarmto^  peril  and 
despondency  during  the  whole  Revolationary  war; 
not  because  it  has  any  direct  bearing  upon  the 
question  under  discussion^  but  as  an  honorable 
example  highly  worthy  of  imiiatioo  at  the  pres- 
ent day: 

'*  The  firmness  manifested  by  Congress  throughout 
the  gloomy  and  trying  period  which  intervened  be- 
tween the  loss  of  Fort  Washington  and  the  battle  of 
Princeton,  entitles  the  members  of  that  day  to  the  ad- 
miration of  the  world,  and  the  gratitude  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens. Unawed  by  the  dangers  which  then 
threatened  them,  and  regardless  of  personal  safety, 
they  did  not  for  an  instant  admit  the  idea,  that  the  in- 
dependence they  had  declared  was  to  be  surrendered, 
and  peace  to  be  purchased  by  returning  to  their  ancient 
colonial  conditiouw-^Vol.  8.  p.  657. 

1778.—**  To  recruit  the  Army  for  the  next  campaign 
was  an  object  of  which  the  Commander-in-Chief  felt 
the  imporunce,  and  labored  to  impress  it  on  the  several 
States,  as  well  as  on  Congress.    But  it  was  an  object 
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the  iWRenHy  df  aecAaipliifaiiig  ivhich  continuttlly  ih- 
creflNwd.  From  Che  clepreciation  of  paper  money,  and 
from  other  causes,  no  hope  remained  of  obtaining  any 
reapeetable  number  of  men  by  voluntary  enlistmente, 
and  coercive  means  could  only  be  employed  by  the  re- 
apecthre  States.  To  persuade  them  to  apply,  wilh  the 
requisite  despatch,  sufficient  energies  to  this  subject, 
required  all  the  influence  of  General  Washington,  and 
his  tetters  urged  Aem  by  every  motive  which  could 
operate  on  the  human  mind,  to  meet  with  sufficient 
means  the  crisis  of  the  war,  which,  he  apprehended, 
was  now  approaching. 

^  •*  He  expected  them  to  place  no  confidence  in  foreign 
aid,  but  to  depend  on  their  own  internal  strength  and 
resources  for  the  maintenance  of  their  independence. 
He  did  not  doubt  but  that  Britain  would,  if  not  pre- 
sented by  a  war  in  Europe,  make  great  exertions  to  re- 
inforce her  armies  in  America,  and  effect  the  objects  of 
war.  Only  correspondent  exertions  to  keep  in  the  field 
a  Continental  Army,  at  least  equal  to  that  of  the  ene- 
my,'could  prevent  their  success. 

**  He  enclosed  to  each  Stale  a  return  of  its  troops  oti 
the  Continental  Establishment,  thereby  exhibiting  to 
each  its  own  deficiency,  which  each  Was  strongly  urged 
to  supply." — ^Vol.  8. 

November,  1779^ — "  In  the  more  early  stages  of  the 
contest,  (said  the  Commander4n-Cbief  to  Congress,  in 
his  letter  of  the  18th  of  November,)  when  men  might 
have  been  enlisted  for  the  war,  no  man,  as  my  Whole 
conduct  and  the  unilbnii  tenot  of  my  letteri  will  evince, 
was  ever  more  opposed  to  short  enlistments  than  I  was ; 
and  while  there  remained  a  prospect  of  obtaining  re- 
cruits upon  a  ptomanent  footing,  in  the  first  Instance, 
as  fkr  as  duty  and  regard-  to  my  station  wotiM  permit, 
I  urged  my  sentiments  in  favor  of  it;  But  the  prospect 
of  keeping  up  an  army  on  voluntary  enlitttnents  being 
changed,  of  at  least  standing  on  too  precarious  and  un- 
certain a  footing  to  depend  on  for  the  exigency  of  our 
m&An,  I  took  the  liberty^  in  Febmarfi  1778,  in  a  pat* 
tieular  manner,  to  lay  before  the  committee  of  anrange- 
ment,  then  with  the  Army  at  Yalley  Forge,  a  plan  for 
the  annual  draught  as  the  eurest  and  most  oertain«  if 
not  the  only  means  left  us,  of  maintaining  ^e  Army 
on  A  proper  and  respectable  ground.  And  more  and 
more  confirmed  in  the  propriety  of  this  opinion ,  by  the 
intervention  of  a  variety  of  cifcumatamses,  unnecessary 
to  detail,  I  again  took  the  ireedom  of  urging  the  plan 
to  the  committee  of  conference  in  January  last ;  and, 
having  reviewed  it  in  every  point  of  light,  and  found 
it  ri^ht,  at  least  the  best  that  has  occurred  to  me,  I  hope 
I  will  be  excused  by  Congress  in  offering  it  to  them, 
and  in  time  for  carrying  it  into  execution  for  the  next 
year,  if  they  should  conceive  it  necessary  for  the  States 
to  complete  their  quotas  of  troops. 

"  The  plan  I  would  propose  is,  that  each  State  be 
informed  oy  Congress  annually  of  the  real  deficiency 
of  its  troops,  and  called  upon  to  make  it  up,  or  such 
less  specific  nui!Qber  as  Congress  may  think  proper,  by 
a  draught  That  the  men  draughted  join  the  Army 
by  the  first  of  January,  and  serve  until  the  first  of  Jan- 
nary  in  the  succeeding  year :  that  from  the  time  the 
draughts  join  the  Army,  the  officers  of  the  States  firom 
which  they  come,  be  authorized  and  directed  to  use 
their  endeavors  to  enlist  them  for  the  war,  under  the 
bounties  granted  to  the  officers  themselves,  and  the  re- 
cruits, by  the  act  of  the  23d  of  January  last,  viz :  ten 
dollars  to  the  officers  for  eath  recruit,  and  two  hundred 
to  the  recruits  themselves.  That  all  State,  county  and 
town  bounties  to  draughts,  if  practicable,  be  entirely 
bofished,  on  account  of  the  nneasineaas  and  disorden 


they  create  among  the  soldiery,  the  deseitions  they  pro- 
duce, and  for  other  reasons  which  will  readily  occnr. 
That,  on  or  before  the  first  of  October  annually,  tn  ab- 
straet  or  return  similar  to  the  present  one  be  trsnsnii- 
ted,  to  enable  them  to  make  their  requisitions  on  each 
State  with  certainty  and  predalon.  This  f  would  pro- 
pose, as  a  general  plan  to  be  pursued ;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded  that  this,  or  om  nearly  similar  to  it,  will  be 
found  the  best  now  in  our  power,  and  will  be  attended 
with  the  least  expense  to  the  public,  will  place  the  ser- 
vice on  the  footing  of  order  and  certainty,  and  will  be 
the  only  one  that  can  advance  the  general  intemt  to 
any  great  extent"— Vol.  4.  pp.  126,  127, 128. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  the  inefiiciency  of  the  volaoteer 
force,  e&peciaily  for  the  purpose  of  o/feosire  war, 
and  the  practical  ioconireoieDees  of  abort  enlisi- 
ments  having  been  ae  irresistibly  demonstnted 
by  the  extracts  he  had  just  had  the  honor  of  read- 
ing; and  having  been  presented  a nder  the  auc- 
tion of  the  opinions  of  oo«,  who  was  eminently 
qualified  to  judge  apon  this  particular  subject, 
and  the  iaat  and  merited  influence  of  whose  opio- 
ions  could  not  receive  any  iiid  from  anything  Mr. 
G.  might  offer  in  that  respect 7  he  should  there- 
fore declibe  all  Airther  commentaries  apon  this 
part  of  the  subject.  He  should  only  express  the 
pride  and  pleasure  he  felt  in  coocurriog  in  opioioa 
with  so  high  an  authority  upon  this  occasion. 

Mr.  G.  said,  after  the  reflections  nataraJly  pro- 
duced by  theae  coQaideratioos,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  the  principle  which  could  give  a  prefer- 
ence to  volunteer  forces,  enlisted  for  short  periods, 
for  the  purposes  of  offensive  war,  unless  it  was 
t4ie  danger  apprehended  from  what  are  called 
"standing  armies,"  to  the  liberties  of  ihecooniry, 
dw:.  He  said  he  had  heard  fears  of  this  kind  ex- 
pressed by  gentlemen  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion, and  of  the  best  intentions,  and  it  seemed  to 
have  been  a  cardinal  point  in  the  debates  of  ihe 
other  House.  He  tlierefore  begged  (o  be  indulged 
with  only  a  few  remarks  upon  this  formidable 
and  influentiai  suggestion. 

It  ia  to  be  jremarkad,  that  there  is  no  vestige  of 
any  feara  from  attmdiag  armies  to  be  found  in  t be 
Comtitotioo }  oor  do  we  find  Oeneral  Washing- 
ton, to  any.  aeu  of  his  whole  life,  mfloeaced  by 
any  apprehenaions  of  danger  to  oar  liberties  from 
that  aouree.  Mr.  G.  said  be  did  not  mean,  in  the 
discussion  of  this  questi<»n,  to  avail  himself  of 
the  obvrotis  difference  between  the  essential  char- 
acter of  the  regular  force  now  proposed  to  be  en- 
listed, "for  five  years,  unless  sooner  discharged," 
for thevurpoaea of  itar;  and  a stcuidisig army i« 
time  of  peace.  He  meant  to  show  that  there  was 
00  danger  to  the  liberties  of  this  nation,  from  any 
kind  of  standing  armies  which  could  be  kept  ia 
pay  by  the  revenues  of  this  country.  All  the  ap- 
prehensions from  standing  armies  to  the  liberiiss 
of  this  naliony  which  be  had  heard  expressed, 
seemed  to  have  had  their  origin  in  historical  facts 
— in  the  fate  of  other  natione^  ancient  as  well  as 
niodef  n.  He  said,  befoee  we  came  to  any  coocla- 
sions  as  to  the  daogera  U>  this  nation  from  the/o^ 
of  others,  we  ought  to  be  satisfied  that  there  exists 
a  strict  analogy  between  the  state  of  their  poptf-^ 
lation  and  poluieal  iaatitutitma  and  ours.    This 
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he  believed  it  to  be  very  difficult  to  do.    He  be- 


nitioD  7    What  difficulties  would  he  have  to  sur* 


liered,  on  the  contrary,  ootbiog  would  be  more   mount,  to  enable  htm  to  eff^t  his  object?    Your 


dissimilar,  nothing  more  opposite  in  their  politi- 
cal effects  and  consequences,  than  the  circnm$tan- 
ces  producing  this  dissimilarity.  He  said  that 
Id  reasoning  from  analogy,  there  was  always  dan- 
ger of  error  in  rec'ollectlog  the  points  of  resem- 
bUoce  in  the  thin<;s  suggested  to  be  analogous, 
aod  overlooking  the  points  of  difference.  He 
thought  this  observation  applied  as  evidently  and 
forcibly  in  the  present  case,  as  in  any  that  ever 
vas  presented  to  his  consideration. 

He  said,  without  explaining  very  minutelv  the 
sute  oftbe  population  of  the'  ancient  Republics, 
be  believed  it  might  be  assumed  as  a  principle 
eommoQ  to  them,  as  well  as  to  the  population  c/f 
Ibe  modern  Governments  of  Europe,  that  it  was 
divided  into  two  great  descriptions  or  classes,  of 
the  armed  and  the  unarmed.  In  that  state  of  so- 
ciety, it  is  not  at  all  to  be.  wondered  at,  that  the 
armed  should  govern  and  tyrannize  over  the  un- 
armed part  of  the  people.  That  this  is  the  case 
of  the  population  under  the  modern  Governments 
of  Europe,  we  do  know,  and  it  is  the  real  cause 
of  tbe  military  despotisms  which  have  been  at 
various  times  established  at  different  portions  in 
that  quarter.  Tbe  great  .mass  of  the  people  un- 
der the  European  Governments  may  be  considered 
as  laboring  machines,  almost  de>titute  of  every 
politickl  impulse — of  all  preference  for  one  speciea 
of  goreroment  over  another.  Is  this  the  silua- 
tioa—is  it  the  character  of  the  population  of  the 
United  Sutes  ?  Certainly  not.  The  knowledge 
of  liberty,  the  love  of  liberty,  the  hatred  of  dea- 
po(ism  of  every  kind,  especially  of  military  des- 
potism, are,  with  the  American  people,  almost 
mtuitive  passions  and  propensities.  The  Army 
itself  would  be  composed  of  individuals  influenced 
by  these  habitual  feelings  and  predilections;  and 
some  reliance  might  be  placed  on  their  influence, 
even  in  the  Army  itself,  against  at  least  an  uni-. 
verbal  disposition  and  preference  for  military  des- 
potism. But,  let  us  disregard  this  consideration,and 
suppose  the  whole  Army  actuated  by  one  impulse 
for  sabverting  tbe  liberties  of  the^r  country ;.  let 
OS  see  hoif  it  could  be  effected  in  the  present  state 
oftbe  population  and  political  institutions  of  this 
country.  The  people  of  the  United  States  have 
t  greater  security  against  military  despotism  in 
^e  peculiar  organization  of  their  Gk>vernnients, 
than  any  people  upon  earth,  if  their  administVa- 
tors  continue  wise  enough  to  administer  them 
vitball  their  original  spirit  and  energy.  The 
armed  population  presents  a  bulwark  of  the  most 
perfect  security.  How  would  it  be  possible  for 
any  regular  army,  which  all  our  revenues  could 
raise,  to  subdue  and  tyrannize  over  such  a  popula- 
tion, protected  by  sucn  admirable  political  institu- 
tions'? Let  us,  for  example,  take  the  whole  num- 
ber of  troops  now  proposed  to  be  raised — thirty* 
five  thousand  men,  and  place  them  at  tbe  devo- 
tion of  an  ambitious,  enterprising  chief,  who  was 
resolved  upon  subverting  tae  liberties  of  this  na- 
iioo--let  him  also  be  in  possession  oftbe  City  of 
Washington,  of  your  Presi dent  and  Congress^  how 
woald  he  be  able  to  fix  his  despotism  upon  the 


militia  returns  present  an-  -armed  population  of 
above  six  hundred  thousand  men,  enrolled  and 
drained  to  military  exercises;  andj  upon  an  emer*^ 
gency  like  this,  could  probably  be  increased  to 
nearly  one  million.  Could  an  army  of  thirty-fiva 
thousand  men  subdue,  or  even  make  an  impres-  ' 
sion  upon  an  armed  population  like  this?  A 
population  detesting  despotism,  and  devoted  to 
freedom,  acting  under  one  common  impulse,  would 
direct  their  whole  energies  against  their  foes,  and 
would  destroy  them  in  one  instant. 

But  let  us  suppose  that  one  millioQ  of  men 
would  beafhiid  of  attacking  35,000  in  mass;  in 
what  way  could  such  an  army  levy  eontribotioaa 
for  its  support?  In  what  way  would  it  supply 
itself  with  provisfons?  In  a  hostile  country,  it* 
must  detach  foraging  parties  for  its  supplies;  and 
it  is  no  extravagant  supposition  to  conclude  that 
there  would  be  courage  enough  in  the  country  to 
attack  and  destroy  them.  It  is  not  a  little  re- 
markable, that  the  gentlemen  who  profess  to 
place  the  greatest  confidence  in,  and  boast  most 
of  the  powers  of  the  militia,  are  those  who  ex- 
press most  fears  from  the  influence  of  standing 
armies — as  if  the  militia  could  not  form  as  solid 
a  bulwark  against  domestic,  as  against  foreign, 
enemies.  But,  sir,  you  have  a  perfect  security  in 
the  peculiar  organization  of  your  political  insti* 
tutions.  The  people  are  protected  by  eighteen 
different  governments — one  general,  and  seven* 
teen  State  governments.  These  State  govern* 
ments  are  founded  in  the  confidence  and  affec* 
tions  of  the  people,  and  are  competent  to  the 
most  unlimited  efforts  for  self-preservation.  If, 
therefore,  a  rebellious  standing  army  were  in 
actual  possession  of  your  President  ancl  Congress, 
the  loss  would  scarcely  be  felt  by  the  nation. 
The  State  governments  would  be  competent  to 
levy  troops,  order  out  the  militia,  dbc,  aod  would 
destroy  tne  rebels  In  a  moment.  From  these 
peculiarly  fortunate  circumstances,  the  people  of 
the  United  States  have  less  real  causes  of  fear 
from  standing  armies  than  any  people  upon  earth. 
When  Bonaparte  took  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  it  was  done  under  circumstances 
peculiarly  favorable  to  the  daring  enterprise ;  but 
even  then,  if  there  had  been  established  m  France 
seventeen  governments,  possessing  the  affections 
and  confidence  of  the  people,  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  besides  the  Government  at  Paris,  it  is 
probable  he  never  would  have  undertaken  the  pro- 
ject; or,  if  he  had,  it  would  have  been  a  miracle 
if  he  had  succeeded.  It  is  an  extremely  difficult 
thing  to  establish  a  despotism  and  enforce  muni- 
cipal regulations  upon  an  armed  people,  who  are 
determined  on  resistance.  Spain,  at  this  mo- 
ment, exhibits  the  most  striking  example  of  the 
truth  of  this  position.  Bonaparte  has  found  more 
difficulties  in  subduing  the  armed  population  of 
Spain  than  in  conquering  all  the  regular  armies 
in  Europe,  dbc.  When  a  whole  population,  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  are  determined  to  be  free, 
they  cannot  be  ^nslaved^  For  these,  and  manj 
other  reasons,  which  might  be  adduced,  he  felt 
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none  of  the  apprehensions  which  seem  to  have 
heen  so  influeoual  la  givios^  a  preference  to  the 
Tolaateer  force. 

He  had,  in  the  present  crisis,  as  he  had  always 
•done  before,  Totea  for  such  regular  forces  as  the 
-exigencies  of  the  country  required,  perfectly  ez- 
'empt  from  all  apprehensions  of  danger  to  the 
liberties  of  this  country  in  consequence  of  doing 
«o. 

Mr.  QiLES,  in  conclusion,  observed,  that  al- 
though he  felt  disposed  to  yield  much  to  union 
and  harmony  in  our  measures  respecting  foreign 
nations,  and  entertained  the  highest  respect  tor 
the  opinions  of  gentlemen  from  whom  he  differed 
on  this  occasion,  vet  even  if  the  number  of  men 
should  be  reduced,  and  the  sum  appropriated  les- 
sened, which  he  deemed  of  the  most  importance. 


accordioi^  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  he 
should  fiad  some  difficulties  in  voting  for  the  bill, 
and  should  reserve  his  determination  in  that  re- 
9ftect  for  further  reflection ;  because  he  disliked 
to  vote  for  nominal,  when  the  situation  of  the 
country  required  actual  measures.  He  (elt,  also, 
some  considerable  difficulty  In  voting  for  a  law. 
in  principle  the  copy  of  a  former  one,  which  had 
been  seen  in  so  unfavorable  a  light  by  the  Vir- 
ginia Legislature  as  to  induce  it  to  pass  a  law  for 
the  express  purpose  of  preventing  its  execution 
in  that  State.  The  high  respect  he  felt  for  that 
Legislature  furnished  a  formidable  obstacle  to  his 
giving  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  law  under  any 
circumstances.  He  should^  however,  finally  act 
in  this  respect,  from  the  convictions  of  farther 
consideration. 
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TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  TWELFTH  CONGRESS 

[FIRST  8B88I0N.I 

COMPRISING  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATING  DURING  ThAT  CON- 

GRE8S,  AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

ComaumcAted  to  CongraM  by  the  MeiMges  of  No- 
▼eaib«r  5,  and  14, 1811;  January  16,  17,  March  16, 
June  1, 4»  8,  11,  16. 16,  aad  28,  1813;  and  Novem- 
ber 4, 1818. 
To  the  SenaU  snd  Hou$e  of        .    _  ^^  ^ 
Mmtaeaiaiivea  of  the  VntUd  Siaies  : 
I  oonunanicato  to  CongrsM  copie«  of  a  corrcspond- 
€ace  betveen  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minwtcr 
Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  Telative  to  the  aggroaaion  committed  by  •Brit- 
Bb  ahip  of  war  on  the  United  Statea'  frigate  Cheaa- 
peake;  by  which  it  wiD  be  acen  that  that  auhject  of 
fifcrence  between  the  two  eonntriea  la  terminated  by 
„  offer  of  rep-tion,  which  "j-J^Jg^-JJ^^^. 

XoTsnam  IS,  1811. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  „  ,^  ^  ^^ 
KeprettntoHve*  of  the  Vhtied  States  : 
I  oommumcate  to  Congreaa  a  letter  from  the  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  SecreUry  of  State,  with  the  anawer  of 

the  latter*  ,  , 

The  continned  evidence  afforded  in  thia  correspond- 
ence, of  the  hoatile  policy  of  the  Britiah  Government 
againrt  our  national  righU,  at^ngthena  the  eonaidera^ 
fiona  recommending  and  urging  the  prepantioii  of 
.leqtiate  me««i  for  m-i-tai-^n^Jj^;  MADISON. 

JlXVABT  18,  181«. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of    ' 

Represmtaiws  of  the  VhUed  States^ 

I  lay  before  Congreaa  a  letter  from  the  Envoy  Bx- 
traenKnary  and  Mtniater  Plenipotenttary  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  8eeret«ry  of  State,  ;nth  the  anjarer  of 
the  latter.  JAMES  MADISQK. 

Jaivaet  17,  1812. 

To  the  SenaU  end  House  of 

Represmtativa  cfihe  Untted  States: 
I  lay  before  Congreaa  a  letter  from  the  Envoy  Bx- 
traordmaxy  and  Minister    Plenipotentiary  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  SecreUry  of  StaUu^^  MADISON. 

MiicE  13,  1813. 


To  Me  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  Slates  .• 

I  eommttfiicate  to  Congress  certain  documents} 
being  a  coatiDuation  of  those  heretofore  laid  be- 
fore them,  on  th«  subject  of  our  afiairs  with  Great 
Britain. 

Without  going  back  beyond  the  renewal  ia 
1803,  of  the  war  in  which  Great  Britain  is  en* 
gag«d,  and  omitting  unrepaired  wrongs  of  iofe* 
rior  magnitude,  the  conduct  of  her  GK>rerQmeDt 
presents  a  series  of  acu  hostile  to  the  United 
States  lis  an  indepeadent  and  neutral  nation. 

British  eroisera  have  been  ia  the  oo&tioued 
praottee  of  riolatittg  the  Americau  flag  on  the 
great  hicrbway  of  aatioos,  and  of  seizing  and  carw 
Tying  off  persons  sailins  under  it,  not  in  the  ezer* 
otse  of  a  beliigereot  right,  founded  on  the  law  of 
oations  against  an  tuemy,  but  of  a  municipal  pra- 
rogative  orer  British  subjects.    British  jurisdtc 
tion  isthm  extended  to  ncuual  Tessels.  In  a  situ* 
ation  where  no  laws  cao  operate  but  the  law  of 
nations,  and  the  laws  of  the  country  to  whicb  the 
▼essele  belong;  and  a  self-redress  is  assumed, 
which,  if  British  subjects  were  wrongfully  de- 
tained and  alone  concerned,  is  that  substitution  of 
force  for  a  resort  to  the  responsible  sovereign, 
which  fhllr  within  the  definition  of  war.    Coirid 
the  seizure  of  British  subjects,  in  such  cases,  be 
regarded  as  within  the  exercise  of  a  belligerent 
right,  the  acknowledged  laws  of  war,  which  for- 
bid an  article  of  captured  properiv  to  be  adjudged, 
without  a  regular  investigation  before  a  compe« 
tent  tribunal,  would    imperiously  demand  the 
fairest  trial,  where  the  sacred  rights  of  persons 
were  at  issue.    In  place  of  such  a  trial,  these 
rights  are  subjected  to  the  will  of  every  petty 

commander. 

The  practice,  hence,  is  so  far  from  affecting 
Briitsb  subjects  atone,  that,  under  the  pretext  of 
searching  for  these,  thousands  of  American  citi- 
zens, under  the  safeguard  of  public  law  and  of 
their  national  flag,  have  been  torn  from  their 
country,  and  from  everything  dear  to  them ;  have 
been  dragged  on  board  ships  of  war  of  a  foreign 
nation ;  and  exposed,  under  the  severities  oi  their 
discipline,  to  be  exiled  to  the  most  diaUnt  and 
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deadly'  climes,  to  risk  their  lives  in  the  battles  of  I  without  effect,  that  her  6wa  prior  blockades,  qd- 
'    '  .  -    .    -t^         1       LI----  supported  by  an  adequate  naral  forpe  actDsIljr 

applied  and  coutioued,  were  a  bar  to  this  plea: 
that  executed  edicts  against  millions  of  our  pro- 
perty could  not  be  retaliation  on  edicts  eoDfess- 
ediy  impossible  to  be  executed;  that  reuliatioo, 
to  be  just,  should  fall  oa  the  party  settiog  the 
guilty  example,  not  on  an  innocent  party,  vbich 
was  not  even  chargeable  with  an  acquiescence 
in  it. 

When  deprived  of  this  flimsy  veil,  for  t  pro- 
hibition of  our  trade  with  her  enemv,  by  the  re- 
peal of  his  prohibition  of  our  trade  with  Great 
Britain,  her  Cabinet,  instead  of  a  correspondiog 
repeal,  or  a  practical  discontinuance  of  it9  orders, 
formally  avowed  a  determination  to  persist  in 
them  against  the  United  States,  until  the  mar- 
kets of  her  enemy  should  be  laid  open  to  British 
products;  thus  asserting  an  obligation  on  a  neu- 
tral Power  to  require  one  belligerent  to  encour- 
age, bv  its  internal  regulations,  the  trade  of  an- 
other oellifferent;  contradicting  her  own  practice 
towards  all  nations,  in  peace  as  well  un  ia  war ; 
and  betraying  the  insincerity  of  those  professions 
which  inculcated  a  belief  Ihat,  having  resorted 
to  her  orders  with  regret,  she  was  anxious  to  find 
an  occasion  for  putting  an  end  to  thetti. 

Abandoning  still  more  alt  respect  for  the  neu- 
tral rights  of  the  United  States,  and  for  its  own 
consistency,  the  British  Government  now  de- 
mands, as  prerequisites  to  a  repeal  of  its  orders,  as 
they  relate  to  the  United  States,  that  a  formalitjr 
should  be  observed  on  tbe  repeal  of  the  French 
deoreesi  nowise  necessary  to  their  termiDatioo, 
nor  exemplified  by  British  usage;  and  that  the 
Frenoh  repeal,  besidea  including  that  portion  of 
the  decrees  which  operate  'within  A  territorial 
jurisdiction,  as  well  as  that  which  operates  on 
the  high  seas,  against  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shottkl  not  be  a  single  and  special  re- 
peal in  relation  to  the  United  States,  but  should 
be  extended  to  whatever  other  neutral  nations, 
unconnected  with  them,  may  be  affected  by  those 
decrees.  And,  as  an  additional  insult,  they  are 
called  on  for  a  formal  disavowal  of  coodiiioos 
and  pretensions  advanced  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, for  which  the  United  States  are  so  far 
from  having  made  thenualves  responsible,  that 
in  official  explanations^  which  have  been  pub- 
lished to  the  world, and  in  a  correspondence  of  the 
American  Minister  at  London  with  the  British 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  such  a  responsibil- 
ity was  explicitly  and  empbaticatiy  disclaimed. 

It  has  become,  indeed,  sufficiently  eer tain,  that 
the  commerce  or  the  Uoited  Stales  is  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, not  as  interfering  with  the  beiligereot 
rights  of  Great  Britain,  not  as  su  poly  log  fb« 
wants  of  her  enemies,  which  she  herself  supphfSj 
but  as  interfering  with  the  monopoly  i^hieh  she 
covets  for  her  own  commerce  and  navigntioQ* 
She  carries  on  a  war  against  the  lawful  com- 
merce of  a  friendj  that  she  may  the  better  carry 
on  a  commerce  with  an  enemy;  a  commerce  pol- 
luted by  the  forgeries  and  perjuries  which  arf. 
for  the  moat  part,  the  only  passports  by  which  it 
can  succeed. 


their  oppressors,  and  to  be  the  melancholy  instru- 
ments ot  taking  away  those  of  their  owii  brethren. 
Against  this  crying  enormity,  which  Great 
Britain  would  be  so  prompt  to  avenge  if  commit- 
ted against  herself,  the  United  States  have  in  vain 
exhausted  remonstrancesimd expostulations.  And 
that  no  proof  might  be  wanting  of  their  concilia- 
tory dispositions,  and  no  pretext  left  for  a  contin- 
uance of  the  practice,  the  British  Goveriimenl 
was  formally  assured  of  the  readiness  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  enter  into  arrangements,  such  as 
could  not  be  rejected  if  the  recovery  of  British 
subjects  were  the  real  and  the  aole  object.  The 
communication  passed  without  effect. 

British  cruisers  have  been  in  the  practice  also 
of  violating  the  rights  and  the  peace  of  our  coasta. 
They  hover  over  and  harass  our  entering^  and  de- 
parting commerce.  To  the  most  insulting  pre- 
tensions they  have  added  the  roost  lawless  pro- 
ceedings in  our  very  harbors,  and  have  wantonly 
spilt  American  blood  within  the  sanctuary  of  our 
territorial  jurisdiction.  The  principles  and  rules 
enforced  by  that  nation,  when  a  neutral  nation, 
against  armed  vessels  of  belligerents  hovering 
near  her  coasts,  and  disturbing  her  commerce,  are 
well  known.  When  called  on,  nevertheless,  by 
the  United  States,  to  punish  the  greater  offences 
committed  by  her  own  vessels,  her  Government 
has  bestQwed  on  their  commanders  additional 
marks  of  honor  and  confidence. 

Under  pretended  blockades,  without  the  pres- 
ence of  an  adequate  force,  and  sometimes  with- 
out the  practicability  of  applying  one,  our  com- 
meroe  has  been  plundered  m  every  aea ;  the  great 
staplea  of  our  country  have  been  cutoff  from  their 
legitimate  markets ;  and  a  destructive  blow  aimed 
«t  our  agricultural  and  maritime  interests.  In 
aggravation  of  these  predatory  measures,  they 
have  been  considered  as  in  force  from  the  dates 
of  their  notification  ;  a  retrospective  effect  being 
thus  added,  as  has  been  done  in  other  important 
ca^esy  to  the  uolawfulnesa  of  the  course  pursued. 
And  to  render  the  outrage  the  more  signal,  these 
mock  blockades  have  been  reiterated  aiui  enforced 
in  the  face  of  official  communications  from  the 
British  Government,  declaring,  as  the  true  defini- 
tion of  a  legal  blockade,  "that  particular  ports 
must  be  actually  invested,  and  previous  warning 
given  to  vessels  bound  to  them  not  te  enter." 

Not  content  with  the  occasional  expedients  Dor 
laying  waste  our  neutral  trade,  the  Cabinet  of 
Great  Britain  resorted,  at  length,  to  the  sweeping 
system  of  blockades,  under  Sie  name  of  Orders 
in  Council,  which  has  beea  moulded  and  man- 
aged as  might  best  suit  ita.  political  views,  its 
commercial  jealousies,  or  the  avidity  of  Britiah 
cruisers. 

To  our  remonstrances  against  the  complicated 
and  transcendent  injustice  of  this  innovation,  the 
first  reply  was,  that  the  orders  were,  reluctantly 
adopted  by.  Great  Britain,  aaa  necessary  retalia- 
tion on  decrees  of  her  enemy,  proclaiming  a 
general  blockade  of  the  British  isles,  at  a  time 
when  the  naval  force  of  that  enemy  dared  not  to 
issue  from  his  own  ports.    She  was  reminded, 
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Aoxiouf  to  make  erery  experini#iM«kortAf  ihd 
last  resort  of  iDJarcd  BStieos^  the  Uiiitcii-^te9 
bare  withlield  from  Qr««l  Bcitaio,  uiider  ^ucoe^- 
sive  raodifieatioos,  the  benefits  of  a  free  iDter- 
course  with  their  market;  tke  iosf.of  whicb  could 
Dotbut  outweigh  the  profits  accruing  from  her 
restricttaas  of  oar  oommeree  with  other  oatious. 
Aod  to  entitle  these  experiments  to  the  more  fa- 
vorable consideration,  they  were  so  framed  as  to 
enable  her  to  place  her  adversary  under  the  ex- 
clusive operation  of  them.  To  tnese  appeals  her 
Government  has  been  equally  inflexible,  as  if  wil- 
ling to  make  sacrifices  of  every  sort  rather  than 
yield  to  the  claim  of  justice,  or  renounce  the  er- 
rors of  a  false  pride.  Nay,  so  far  were  the  at- 
tempts carried  to  overcome  the  attachment  of  the 
British  Cabinet  to  its  unjust  edicts,  that  it  receiv- 
ed every  encouragement,  within  the  competency 
of  the  Executive  branch  of  our  Government,  to 
expect  that  a  repeal  of  them  would  be  followed 
by  a  war  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
unless  the  French  edicts  should  also  be  repealed. ' 
Even  thiscommunication^  although  silencing:  for<^ 
ever  the  plea  of  a  disposition  in  the  United  Biatea 
to  acquiesce  in  those  edicts,  origiaally  the  sole 
plea  for  them,  received  no  attention. 

If  no  other  proof  existed  of  a  predetermiiiatioa 
of  the  British  Government  against  a  repeal  of  its 
orders,  it  might  be  found  to  the  conesfNNidentfe 
of  the  MiniMer  Pleftip^tenti^r^  of  the  United 
States  at  London,  and  the  Brituh  Secretary  Cor 
ForeifB  Affairs,  in  1610,  on  theqoastioa  whether 
the  blockade  of  May,  1606,  vvois  ooostdered  as  in 
force,  or  as  not  in  force.    It  had  beea  ascertained 
that  theFreneh  Gk>veromfent,  which  urged  this 
blockade  as  the  ground  of  its  Berlin  decree,  war 
willing,  on  the  event  of  iia  removal,  to  repeal  that 
decree,  which  being  followed  by  atlteroate  repeals 
of  the  other  effinaiva  edicts,  mig;bt  abi)lish  the 
whole  system  on  both  sides.  Thb  inviting  oppor* 
tunity  for  accomplishing  an  object  so  important 
to  the  United  States,  and  professed  so  often  to  be 
the  desire  of  both   the  belligerents,  was  made 
known  to  the  British  Government.    As  that  Oov- 
erument  admits  that  an  aetual  appllcatidn  of  an 
adequate  force  is  necessary  to  the  existence  of  a 
legtl  blockade,  and  it  was  notorious  that  if  such  a 
force  had  ever  been  applied,  its  long  discontinu- 
ance had  annulled  the  blockade  in  question,  there 
could  be  no  sufficient  objection  on  the  part  of 
Grett  Britain  to  a  formal  revocation  of  it;  and 
no  imaginable  objection  to  a  declaration  of  the 
fact,  that  the  folocVade  did  not  exist.    The  decla- 
ration  would  have  been  consistent  with  her  avow- 
ed principles  of  blockade,  and  would  have  enabled 
tbe  United  States  to  demand  from  France  the 
pledged  repeal  of  her  decree,  either  with  auceesa^ 
in  which  case  the  way  would  have  been  opened 
for  a  general  repeal  of* the  belligferent  edicts;  or 
without  soccesst,  in  which  case  the  United  States 
Would  have  been  justified  in  turning  their  meas- 
ures exclusively  against  France.    The  British 
Oorernment  would,  howerer,  neither  rescind  the 
blockade,  aor  decUre  its  non-exiateDce  to  be  in- 
ferred and  affirmed  by  tiie  American  Plenipoten* 
liary.  On  the  eoAtraiV}  by  Kcpresenting  the  block- 


ade to  be  coropiehended  in  the  Orders  in  Coun«' 
cil,  the  United  Statea  were  compelled  so  to  regard 
it,  in  their  subsequent  proceedings. 

There  was  a  period  when  a  favorable  change 
io  the  policy  of  the  British  Cabinet  was  justly 
comudered  as  established.  The  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary of  His  Britannic  Majesty  here  propos- 
ed an  adjustment  of  the  difiereoces  more  imme- 
diately endangering  the  harmony  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. The  proposition  was  accepted  with  the 
promptitude  and  cordiality  corresponding  with 
the  invariable  professions  of  this  Government.  A 
foundation  appeared  to  be  laid  for  a  sincere  and 
lastioff  reconciliatiotu  The  nro^tpe^t,  however, 
quickly  vanished.  The  whole  proceeding  was 
disavowed  by  the  British  Government,  without 
any  explanations  which  could,  at  that  time,  re- 
press the  belief  that  the  disavowal  proceeded 
from  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  commercial  rights 
and  prosperity  of  the  United  States.  And  it  has 
since  ceme.inio  proof,  that  at  the  very  momeni 
when  the  public  Minister  was  holding  the  lan- 
guage of  friendship,  and  inspiring  confidence  in 
the  sincerity  of  the  negotiation  with  which  he 
was  charged,  a  secret  agent  of  hia  Government 
was  employed  in  intrigues,  having  for  their  ob- 
ject a  subversion  of  our  Government,  and  a  dis- 
memberment of  our  happy  Union. 

In  reviewing  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
towacds  the  United  Statea,  our  attention  is  ne- 
cessarily drawn  to  the  warfare  just  renewed  by 
the  savages,  on  one  of  our  extensive  frontiers ;  a 
warfare  which  is  known  to  spare  neither  age  nor 
aex,  and  to  be  distinguished  by  features  peculi- 
arly shocking  to  humanity.  It  ia  difficut  to  ac- 
count for  the  activity  and  combinations  which 
have  for  some  time  been  developing  themselves 
among  tribes  in  constant  intercourse  with  British 
traders  and  garrisons,  without  connecting  their 
hostility  with  that  influence,  and  without  recol- 
lecting the  authenticated  examples  of  such  in* 
terpositions  heretofore  furnished  by  the  officeis 
and  agents  of  that  GoveromenL 

Such  is  the  apectacle  of  injuries  and  indigni- 
ties which  have  been  heaped  on  our  country,  and 
such  the  crisis  which  its  unexampled  forbearance 
and  conciliatory  e Sorts  have  not  been  able  to 
avert.  It  might  at  least  have  been  expected  that 
an  enlightei^d  nation,  if  less  urged  by  moral  ob- 
ligations, or  invited  by  friendly  dispositions  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  would  have  found, 
in  its  true  interest  alone,  a  sufficient  motive  to 
respect  their  rights  and  their  tranquillity  on  the 
high  seas ;  that  an  enlarged  policy  would  have 
favored  that  free  and  eeneral  circulation  of  comi- 
merce,  in  which  the  British  nation  is  at  all  times 
interested,  and  which,  in  times  of  war,  is  the 
best  alleviation  of  its  calamities  to  herself,  as 
well  as  to  other  belligerents ;  aad  more  eapeci- 
ally  that  the  British  Cabinet  would  not,  for  the 
sake  of  a  precarious  and  surreptitious  intercourse 
with  hostile  markets,  have  persevered  in  a  course 
of  measures,  which  necessarily  put  at  hazard  the 
invaluable  market  of  a  great  and  growing  coun- 
try, disposed  to  cultivate  the  mutual  advantages 
of  an  jictive  commcice. 
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Other  couDcils  haTe  preTftiled.  Oar  modera- 
tion and  conciliation  have  had  no  other  effect 
than  to  encourage  persererance,  and  to  enlarge 
pretensions.  We  behold  our  seafarina^  citizens 
still  the  daily  victims  of  lawless  violence,  com- 
mitted on  the  ^reat  common  and  highway  of 
nations,  even  within  sight  of  the  country  which 
owes  tnem  protection.  We  behold  onr  vessels 
freighted  with  the  products  of  our  soil  and  indus- 
try, or  returning  with  the  honest  proceeds  of 
them,  Wrested  from  their  lawful  destinations, 
confiscated  by  prize  courts,  no  longer  the  organs 
of  public  law,  but  the  instruments  of  arbitrary 
edicts ;  and  their  unfortunate  crews  dispersed  and 
lost,  or  forced  or  inveigled  in  British  ports  into 
British  fleets;  whilst  arguments  are  employed  in 
support  of  these  aggressions,  which  have  no 
foundation,  but  in  a  principle  equally  supporting 
a  claim  to  regulate  our  external  commerce  in  all 
cases  whatsoever. 

We  behold,  in  fine,  on  the  side  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, a  state  of  war  against  the  United  States; 
and  on  the  side  of  the  United  States,  a  state  of 
peace  towards  Great  Britain. 

'  Whether  the  United  States  shall  continue  pas- 
sive under  these  progressive  usurpations,  and 
these  accumulating  wrongs,  or,  opposing  force  to 
force  in  defence  of  their  national  rights,  shall 
commit  a  just  cause  into  the  hands  of  tne  Al- 
mighty Disposer  of  events,  avoiding  all  connex- 
ions which  might  entangle  it  in  the  contests  or 
views  of  other  rowers,  and  preserving  a  constant 
readiness  to  concur  in  an  honorable  re-establish- 
ment of  peace  and  friendship,  is  a  solemn  ques- 
tion, which  the  Constitution  wisely  confides  to 
the  Legislative  Department  of  the  Government. 
In  recommending  it  to  their  early  deliberations,  I 
am  happy  in  the  assurance  that  the  decision  will 
be  worthy  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  councils 
of  a  virtuous,  a  free,  and  a  powerful  nation. 

Having  presented  this  view  of  the  relations  of 
the  United  States  with  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
solemn  alternative  growing  out  of  them,  I  pro- 
ceed to  remark,  that  the  communication  last  made 
to  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  our  relations  with 
France,  will  have  shown,  that  since  the  revoca- 
tion of  her  decrees,  as  they  violated  the  neutral 
rights  of  the  United  States,  her  Government  has 
authorized  illegal  captures  by  its  privateers  and 
public  ships;  and  that  other  outrages  have  been 
practised  on  our  vessels  and  our  citizens.  It 
will  have  been  seen,  also,  that  no  indemnitv  had 
been  provided,  or  satisfactorily  pledged,  for  the 
extensive  spoliations  committed  under  the  violent 
and  retrospective  orders  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment against  the  property  of  our  citizens  seized 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  France.  I  abstain,  at 
this  time,  from  recommending  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress  definitive  measures  with  respect 
to  that  nation,  in  the  expectation  that  the  result 
of  unclosed  discussions  between  our  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  at  Paris  and  the  French  Gov- 
ernment will  speedily  enable  Congress  to  decide, 
with  greater  advantage,  on  the  course  due  to  the 
rights,  the  interests,  and  the  honorof  our  country. 

JuNB  1. 1812.  JAMES  MADISON. 


H^tretmtiUiveM  a/  ike  Unitbd  Statu  .- 

I  transmit,  for  the  iDformatton  of  Conflress, 
copies  of  a  correspondence  of  the  Minister  Pleo- 
ipotentiary  of  Great  BriCain,  with  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

June  4, 1812. 

To  the  Senati  and  House  of  - 

RepreBeniativa  of  the  United  Statee  .* 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  letters  which 
have  passed  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  Great  Britain. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

June  8, 1812. 

To  HU  Setuite  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  IraBsmit,  for  the  information  of  Goagress, 
copies  of  letters  which  have  passed  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  aud  the  Envoy  Extraordina- 
ry and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Briuio. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

JuifB  11, 1812. 

To  ike  Senate  and  House  of 

BepresentaHves  of  ike  Vniied  States  .- 

I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congress, 
copies  of  letters  which  have  passed  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  Envoy  Extraordina- 
ry and  Miniater  Plenipotentiarr  of  Great  Britain. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Jtnrfi  15, 1812. 

7b  theSenate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  tke  United  States  .* 

I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congress* 
copies  of  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  from 
the  Cbarg^  des  Affaires  of  the  United  States  at 
London,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  latter 
to  the  British  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

June  16^  1S12. 

7b  tke  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States.- 

I  communicate  to  Congress  copies  of  a  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the  Charg6  des 
Afihirea  of  the  United  States  at  London,  and  of 
a  note  to  him  from  the  British  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

June  22,  1812. 


I. — Correspandenu  between  the  Minister  or  Charge 
d' Affaires  of  the  United  l^ates  at  London  and  the 
Secretary  of  State* 

Mr.  Pinkney  to  the  Secrataxy  of  Stote. 

hoH909if  Jamuiry  17,  1811. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  the  5th  in* 
stant,  while  I  was  confined  by  a  severe  illness, 
your  letter  of  the  15th  of  Novtmhtr,  mod,  aa 
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9000  M  I  WM  able,  prepared  a  oote  to  Lord  Wei* 
lesley  in  conformitf  with  it. 

On  the  3i  iostant,  I  had  receired  a  letter  from 
Lord  Wellesley,  bearing  date  the29ih  ultimo,  oo 
the  subjects  of  the  Orders  in  Coancil  and  the 
British  bloekades,  to  which  I  was  anxious  to  re- 
ply, at  the  same  time  that  I  obeyed  the  orders  of 
the  Pre^dent  signified  in  yovr  letter  abore  men* 
tiooed.  I  prepared  an  answer  aecordingiy.  and 
sent  ii  in  with  the  other  note^  and  a  note  of  the 
15tb,  reepeeting  two  Aflaerican  schooners  lately 
captared  on  their  way  to  Bordeaax,  for  a  breach 
of  the  Orders  in  Cotincil.  CSopies  of  all  these 
papers  are  enclosed. 

My  answer  to  Lord  .Wellcaley's  letter  was 
written  ander  the  pressoroof  indisposition,  #ad 
the  infloeaee  of  more  iadigaatton  than  eoold 
well  be  suppressed.  His  ktc^  pr»Tes,  what 
setrcely  required  proof,  that  if  the  preaeat  Ck>r* 
erament  continue,  we  cannot  be  friends  with 
Sagland.    I  need  not  analyse  it  to  yoo^ 

1  am  still  so  weak  as  to  find  it  convenient  to 
make  this  letter  a  short  onC)  and  will  therefore 
oalf  add  that  I  hare  derived  great  satisfiiction 
from  your  iostractioBs  of  the  15th  of  November, 
sod  have  determined  to  return  to  the  United 
Suies  in  the  Besez.  She  will  go  to  L'Ortea^ 
for  Mr.  Gravsott,  and  then  come  to  Cowes  for 
me  aod  mjr  iamily.  I  calculate  on  sailing  about 
the  Isst  ol  February.  The  choice  of  a  Char|[6/ 
d'Affsires  embarrasses  me  exceaedingly,  but  I  will 
do  the  best  i  can.  The  despatches  by  the  Bssex 
were  delivered  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Aodgers  on 
Soaday.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

WM.PINKNEY. 

RoBBXT  Smith,  Esq.,  &c. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkney's  letter  of  Jsnusry  17.3 

Lord  WeUasley  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Fomioii  OrrroB,  IMeember  29, 18ia 

Sib:  In  acknowledging  the  recetpc  of  your 
letter  of  th^  10th  insmnt,  I  must  express  my  re- 
gret that  you  should  hare  thought  it  necessary  tQ 


Government  to  conduct  every  negotraiion  with 
the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes. 

From  ati' anxious  desire  to  avoid  all  discus- 
»oas  of  that  tendency,  I  shaH  proceed  without 
toy  further  observation  to  communicate  to  you 
the  view  which  His  Majesty^  Gkivernment  has 
taken  of  the  principal  question  which  formed  the 
object  of  my  inquiry  during  our  conference  on 
the  5ih  instant.  The  letter  of  the  French  Min- 
ister for  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  American  Minis* 
terst  Paris  of  the  9th  of  August,  1810,  did  not 
appear  to  His  Majetftv's  Government  to  oontain 
inch  a  notification  of  the  repeal  of  the  French 
deereess  of  Berlin  and  Milan  as  could  justify 
His  Majesty's  Ctovemment  in  repealing  the  Brit*> 
ith  Orders  in  Council.  The  letter  states  **  that 
the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and 
that  from  the  first  of  November,  1810,  thev  will 
eease  to  be  in  force ;  it  being  understood  tnat  in 
toQsequence  of  this  dedarattoa  the  Boglish  shall 


revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  and  renounce  the 
new  principles  of  blockade  which  they  have  at- 
tempted to  establish." 

The  purport  of  this  declaration  appeared  to  be 
that  the  repeal  of  the  decrees.of  Berlin  and  Milan 
.would  take  eSeci  from  the  1st  of  November,  pro- 
vided that  Great  Britain,  antecedently  to  that 
day^and  in  consequence  of  this  declaration,  should 
revoke  the  Orders  in  Councii,  and  should  re- 
nounce those  principles  of  blockade  which  the 
French  Government  alleged  to  be  new.  A  sep- 
arate condition  relatinjp  to  America  seemed  also 
to  be  contained  in  this  declaration,  by  which 
America  might  undersund  that  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  would  be  actually  repealed  on 
the  1st  of  November,  1810,  provided  that  Amer- 
ica should  resent  any  refusal  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment lo  fenounde  the  new  principles  of  block- 
ade, and  to  revoke  the  Orders  in  Codpcil. 

By  your  explanation  it  appears  that  the  Amer- 
ican Governmeat  understands  the  letter  of  the 
French  Minister  as  aanounoiog  an  absolute  re- 
peal on  the  1st  of  November,  1810,  of  the  French 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  which  repeal,  how- 
ever, is  not  to  continue  in  torce  unless  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  within  a  reasonable  time  after 
the  first  of  November,  1810,  shall  fulfil  the  two 
conditions  stated  dUtiucUy  in  the  letter  of  the 
French  Minister.  Under  this  explanation,  if  no- 
thing more  had  been  required  from  Great  Brit- 
ain for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  continuance  of 
the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  than  the  repeal  of 
our  Orders  in  Council,  1  should  not  have  hesitated 
to  declare  the  perfect  readiness  of  this  Government 
to  fulfil  that  condition.  On  these  terms  the  Brit- 
ish Government  has  always  been  sincerely  dis- 
posed to  repeal  the  Orders  in  Council.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  not  only  by  the  letter  of  the 
French  Miaister,  but  by  your  exphtnation,that' 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  will  not  sat* 
isfy  either  the  French  or  the  American  Govern- 
meat.  The  British  Government  is  further  re- 
quited by  the  letter  of  the  French  Minister  to 


iotrodace  into  that  letter  any  topics  which  might  renounce  those  principles  of  blockade  which  the 
tend  to  interrupt  the  conciliatory  spirit  in  which  French  Goreromeat  alleges  to  be  new.  A  refer- 
it  is  the  sincere  disposition  of  His  MsjeSty's  ence  to  the.  terms  of  the  Berlin  decree  will  serve 
'^ —  .     -  r.     j^  explain  the  extent  of  this  requisition.    The 

Berlin  decree  states  that  Great  Britain  extends 


the  right  ^  of  blockade  to  commercisl  unfortified 
towns,  and  to  ports^  hait>ors,  and  mouths  of  riv- 
ers^ which,  according  to  the  principles  anl  prac- 
tice of  all  ctviliied  netioosy  ie  oqW  appUcftble  to 
fortified  fdaces."  On  the  pert  ol  the  American 
Government,  I  understand  you  to  require  that 
Great  Britaia  should  revoke  her  order  of  block- 
ade of  May,  1806.  Combining  your  requisition 
with  that  of  the  French  Minister,  I  must  con- 
clude that  America  demands  the  revocation  of 
that  order,  of  blockade  as  a  practical  instance  of 
our  renunciation  of  those  principles  of  blockade 
which  are  cotidemned  by  the  French  Govern- 
menu  Those  principles  of  blockade  Great  Brit- 
ain has  asserted  to  be  ancient,  and  established  by 
the  laws  of  maritime  war,  acknowledged  by  all 
civilized  nations,  and  oa  which  depend  the  most 
valuable  righu  and  interests  of  this  natioui    If 
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the  Berlin  nod  Milan  deerees  are  to  be  considered 
as^till  in  force,  unless  Great  Britain  shall  re- 
nounce these  established  foandations  of  bar  mar- 
itime rights  and  interests,  the  period  of  time  is 
noi  yet  arrived  when  the  repeal  of  her  Orders  in 
Council  can  be  claimed  from  her,  either  with  ref- 
erence to  the  promise  of  tbia  Ooverftment,  or  to 
the  safety  and  honor  of  the  nation.  I  frost  that 
th«  justice  of  the  American  Qorernment  will 
not  consider  that  France,  by  the  repeal  of  her 
obnoxious  decrees  under  such  a  oondition,  haa 
placed  the  question  in  that  state  which  eao  war- 
rant America  in  enforcing  the  noa^tntercoura* 
act  against  Great  Britain,  and  not  against  France. 
In  reviewing  the  actual  state  of  tliis  question, 
America  cannot  fail  to  obserre  (he  situation  io 
which  the  eommeree  of  neetral  nitioas  baa  been 
placed  by  many  recent  acta  of  the  Frendi  Go7* 
ernment.  Nor  can  America  reasomtbly  expect 
that  the  system  of  violeoee  and  injastica  now 
pursued  by  France  with  mireoiitted  activity, 
(while  ft  serves  to  illustrate  the  true  spirit  of  her 
intentions,)  should  not  require  some  preonotiona 
of  defence  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

Having  thus  stated  my  view  of  the  several  eon* 
siderations  arising  from  the  letter  of  the  French 
Minister,  and  from  that  with  which  you  have 
honored  me,  it  remains  only  to  express  my  solici- 
cude  that  you  should  correct  any  interpretatton  of 
'either  which  you  may  deem  erroneoaa.  If,  either 
by  the  terms  of  the  original  decree  to  which  the 
French  Minister's  letter  defers,  or  by«ny  other 
authentic  document,  you  can  prove  tiiat  the  de^^ 
crees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  absolutely  repealed, 
and  that  no  further  condition  k  required  of  Oteat 
Britain  than  the  repeal  of  her  Orders  in  Council, 
I  shall  receive  any  such  information  with  most 
sincere  satisfaction,  desiring  yon  to  understand 
that  the  British  Government  retainv  an  aaiious 
solicitude  to  revoke  the  Orders  in  Council  aasoon 
as  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  shall  be  efiecto- 
ally  repealed,  without  conditions  in jurioiia  to  the 
maritime  rights  and  bonnr  of  the  United  King^ 
dom. 

I  have  the'honor  to  be,  with  greet  reapect,  dbe. 

WkLLSSLBY. 

[Beferred  Io  in  Mr.  Hnkney's  despatch  of  Jan.  17.]' ' 
Mr.  Pinkncgr  to  Lord  WsUasley. 

'  GrbatCombshland  Placb, 

Jafwary  14;  1811. 

Mr  Lord:  I  have  VAreited  the  letter  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  me  on  the  29th 
of  last  month,  and  will  not  feil'to  transmit «  copy 
of  it  to  my  Government.  In  the  mean  time,-! 
take  the  liberty  to  trouble  you  with  the  following 
reply,  which  a  severe  indispoaitioa  baa  prevented 
me  from  preparing  sooner. 

The  first  paragraph  seems  to  make  it  proper  for 
me  to  be^in  by  saying,  that  the  topiaa  introduced 
into  my  letter  of  the  10th  of  Deoember  were  iB^ 
timately  connected  with  the  principal  subject, 
and  fairly  used  to  illustrate  ana  explain  it ;  and, 
consequently,  if  they  had  not  the  good  fortune  to 
be  acceptable  toyourLordahip,  the  fault  was  not 
mine. 


It  was  scarcely  poasible  le  speak  with  more 
moderation  than  my  paper  exhibits^  of  that  por- 
tion of  a  long  list  of  iavasions  of  the  rights  of 
the  United  States  which  it  necessarily  reviewed, 
and  of  the  apparent  reluctance  of  the  British 
Oovevnment  to  forbear  those  invasions  in  future. 
I  do  not  knew  that  I  could  more  carefully  bare 
abstained  from  whatever  might  tend  to  disturb 
the  spirit  which  your  Lordship  as'sribes  to  His 
Majesty's  Govemment,  jf^  instead  of  being  etterlf 
barren  and  uoprodaeiive.  it  had  oeeaaiooaUykeA 
visible  in  aonse  practical  reanlt,  in  some  eooces- 
aion  either  to  friendahif  or  to  jastiee.  It  vould 
not  have  been  very  surpriaisg  nor  very  ealpsble, 
perimpa,  if  i  had  #lioliy  (brgotten  4o  addrfBsmy< 
self  Io  a  spirit  of  eotteiliaiion  wfaich  had  met  the 
naoat  equitable  cUma  with  steady  ««ul  onceitiD; 
repulsteoy  whiek  had  yielded  noihinf  that  could 
be  dented,  and  had  answered  eonipUiots  of  iojorr 
ky  aauUiplytng  theircauaes.  With  this  fofgeifol- 
ness.  however,  I  am  not  ohatgenble  ;  £»r,  agaiosi 
all  the  dtscouragemenu  sogigrated  by  the  past,  I 
have  acted  still  upon  a  presnnnpcion  that  the  dis- 

gosition  to  conciliale,  so  ofteci  professed,  woald 
nally  be  proved  by  tooM  better  evidence  than  i 
perseverance  in  onpaessive  noTelttes,  as  obtiuoslf 
incompatible  with  such  ediapoeiiion  ta  these  who 
enforce  them,  aa  in  thoae  whuae  patience  thej 
continue  to  ezereiae. 

Upon  the  commencement  of  the  seeood  pin- 
^aph,  I  must  observe,  that  the  forbearance  irfaicli 
u  annonnoes  might  have  afforded  some  gratifici- 
tion  if  it  had  been  followed  byanch  admissioosas 
mv  Govern  mentis  entitled  to  eJtpect,  instead  of 
a.fuTtlier  matif^station  of  that  disregard  of  allits 
demands  by  which  it.haa  so  long  heea  wearied, 
It  has  never  been  my  practice,  to  seek  disc assioos, 
of  whicfa  the  teodencf  is  merely  to  irritate ;  bui, 
I  beg  your  Lordship  to  be  assured,  that  I  feel  oo 
dfaipoauimi  to  nvoid  them^  whatever  may  be  their 
tendency,  when  therighu of  my  co«mtry  require 
to  be  vindicated  agaiast  pretensions  that  deoj tod 
conduct  that  infringes  them. 

If  ieomprehead  the  other  parte  of  your  Lord- 
ship's letter,  they  declere,  in  e£^ty  that  the  Brit- 
ish Government  will  repeal  .notking  hut  the  Or- 
dejs  in  Conneil,  and  thai  it  e aimoit,  at  poseot, 
repeal  even  tham,  beeauae,  io,  the  fitat  pUce,  ibe 
French  Qoveroaient  hna  ria^ed^  in  the  ituer  of 
theDuke.of  Cedare  4o  General  Acmstroa^of tbe 
5th  of  August,  not  only  jthal  Great  ,Bfitaio  ibail 
revoke  tbo»e  orders,  W  that  ahe  ahali  reoouoee 
certain  prtQnii)lea  of  the  blockade  fi^pposed  to  be 
explained  in  liie  pre^iroble  to  the  Berlin  decree) 
which  France  alleges  to  he  new;  and,  io  tbe sec- 
ond plane,  hacaqse  the  Ameriaan  Governmeoti^ 
(as  yooHsonelude)  demanded  iharevocatioQoftbe 
British  order  oi'  blockade  of  May..l806,  as  a  prac- 
tical instence  of  that  same  renunniacien ;  or,  in 
other  words,  has  made  itself  a  pa^ty,  not  opeojf. 
indeed,  hot  iadireotiy  and  oavertlyf  to  the  estire 
requisition  of  France,  as  you  nndersland  that  re- 
quisition. 

It  is  certainly  true  that  the  American  Gorern- 
ment  has  required  aa  indispeasable,  in  the  riev 
of  iu  acta  ol  iaiefaomrae  and  noa-in|eceettn<^  ^^^ 
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aanulment  of  the  British  blockade  of  Ma V,  1806;   son  to  Mr.  Thornton  of  the  STth  of  October, 
and,  further,  that  it  has,  throagh  me.  declared  its    1803,  already  before  yoa,  were  asserted  in  1799  by 


coofideat  expectatiDn  that  oiner  blockades  of  a 
similar  character  (including  that  of  the  island  of 
Zealand)  will  be  discontinued.  But  by  what 
process  of  reasoning  your  Lordship  has  arrired  at 
the  conclusion  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  intended,  by  this  requisiiionj  to  become  the 
cbampioQ  of  the  edict  of  Berlin,  to  fashion  its 
priociptes  by  those  of  France  while  it  affected  to 
adhere  to  its  own,  and  to  act  upon  some  partner- 
ship in  doctrines  which  it  would  fain  induce  you 
to  acknowledge,  but  could  not  prevail  upon  itself 
toarow,  I  am  not  able  to  conjecture.  The  frank 
andhoDorahle  character  of  the  American  Govern- 
meQt  justifies  me  in  sayinjf,  that,  if  it  had  meant 
to  demand  of  Great  Britain  an  abjuration  of  ail 
such  principles  as  the  French  Government  may 
tbJDk  fit  to  disapprove,  it  would  not  put  your 
Lordship  to  the  trouble  of  discovering  that 
meaning  by  the  aid  of  combinations  and  infereA* 
ces  discountenanced  by  the  language  of  its  Min- 
ister, but  would  have  told  vou  so  in  explicit  terms. 
What  I  have  to  recjuest  or  your  Lordship,  there* 
fore  is,  that  you  will  take  our  views  and  princi- 
ples from  our  own  mouths;  and  that  neither  the 
Berlin  decree,  nor  any  other  act  of  any  foreign 
Sute,  may  be  made  to  speak  for  us  what  we  have 
iu)t  spoken  for  ourselves. 

The  principles  of  blockade  which  the  Ameri- 
can Government  professes,  and  upon  the  founda- 
tion of  which  it  has  repeatedly  protested  against 
the  order  of  May,  1806,  and  the  other  kindred  in- 
novations of  these  extraordinary  times,  have  al- 
ready been  so  clearly  explained  to  your  Lordship 
in  my  letter  of  the  21st  of  September,  that  it  is 
hardly  possible  to  read  that  letter  and  misunder^ 
Bland  them.  Recommended  by  the  plainest  con- 
siderations of  universal  equity,  you  will  find  them 
supported  by  a  strength  ot  argument  and  a  weight 


the  American  Minister  at  this  Court,  in  his  cor-> 
respondenee  with  Lord  Grenville  respecting  the 
blockade  of  some  of  the  ports  of  Holland;  were 
sanctioned  in  a  letter  of  the  30th  of  September. 
1800,  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  to  Mr.  King,  of  which  an  extract  is  en- 
closed ;  were  insisted  upon  in  repeated  instrue* 
tions  to  Mr.  Monroe  and  the  special  mission  of 
1806;  have  been  maintained  by  the  United  Statea 
against  others  as  well  as  against  England,  as  will 
appear  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  instructions,  dated 
the  21st  of  October,  1801,  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Madison  to  Mr.  Charles  Pinckney,  then  Ameri- 
can Mini.«ter  at  Madrid ;  and,  finally,  were  adher* 
ed  to  by  the  United  States  when  blelligerent,  ia 
the  ease  of  the  blockade  of  Tripoli. 

A  few  word)  will  give  a  summary  of  those 
principles ;  and,  when  recalled  to  your  remem- 
Drance,  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  the  strooff 
grounds  of  law  and  right  on  which  thev  stand 
will  be  as  apparent  to  your  Lordship  as  tney  are 
to  me. 

It  is  by  no  means  clear  that  it  may  not  fairly 
be  contcAided,  on  principle  and  early  usage,  that  a 
maritime  blockade  is  incomplete,  with  regard  to 
States  at  peace,  unless  the  place  which  it  would 
afifect  Is  invested  by  land  as  well  as  by  sea.  The 
United  States,  however,  have  called  for  the  recog- 
DitioD  of  no  such  rule.  Ther  appear  to  have 
contented  themselves  with  urging^  in  substance, 
that  ports  not  actually  blockaded  by  a  present, 
adequate,  stationary  force,  emploved  by  the  Power 
which  attacks  them,  shall  not  oe  considered  as 
shut  to  neutral  trade  in  articles  not  contraband  of 
war;  that,  though  it  is  usual  for  a  belligerent  to 
^Ive  notice  to  neutral  nations  when  he  intends  to 
institute  a  blockade,  it  is  possible  that  be  may  not 
act  trpon  his  iatention  at  all,  6r  that  he  may  exe- 


of  aaibority  of  which  they  scarcely  stand  in  need,  |  ecate  it  insuflicieotly.  or  that  he  may  discontinue 
in  the  papers  which  will  accompany  this  letter,  his  blockade,  of  whien  h  is  not  customary  to  give 
or  were  transmitted  in  that  of  Sej;)tember.   I  will   any  noirce ;  tbaL  consequently,  the  presence  of 

lonot  improve,  but  I   tbe  btockading  force  is  the  natural  ctfterion  by 


not  recapitulate  what  I  cannot  improve 
must  avail  liiyself  of  this  opportunity  to  call  your 
Lordship's  attention  a  second  time,  in  a  particular 
manner  to  one  of  the  papers  to  which  my  letter 
of  September  refers.  I. allude  to  the  copy  of  an 
official  note  of  the  12th  of  April,  1804,  irbm  Mr. 
Merry  to  Mr.  Madison,  respecting  a  pretended 
blockade  of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe.  No 
comment  can  add  to  the  value  of  that  manly  and 
perspicuous  exposition  of  the  law  of  blockade,  as 
made  by  England  herself,  in  maintenance  of  rules 
which  have  been  respected  and  upheld  in  all  sea- 
ions  and  on  all  occasions  by  the  Government  of 
ibe  United  States.  I  will  leave  it,  therefore,  to 
your  Lordship's  consideration,  with  only  this  re- 
mark, that,  while  that  paper  exists,  it  will  be  su- 
perfluous to  seek  in  any  French  document  for  the 
opinions  of  the  American  Government  on  the 
matter  of  it. 

The  steady  fidelity  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  its  opinions  on  that  interesting 
subject  is  known  to  every  body.  The  same  prin- 
ciples which  are  found  in  th^  letter  of  Mr.  Madi- 


hich  tbe  neutral  is  enabled  to  ascertain  the  ex< 
istence  of  the'  blockade  at  any  given  period,  in 
like  manner  as  tbe  actual  investment  of  a  be$ieg« 
ed  place  is  the  evidence  by  whit:h  we  decide  whe- 
ther the  siege,  which  may  be  commenced,  raised, 
recommenced,  and  raised  again,  is  continued  oc 
not ;  that,  of  course,  a  mere  notification  to  a  neu- 
tral  Minister  shall  not  be  relied  upon  as  affecting 
with  knowledge  of  tbe  actual  existence  ofa  block- 
ade either  his  Government  or  its  citizens ;  that  a 
vessel,  cleared  or  bound  to  a  blockaded  port,  shall 
not  be  considered  as  violating,  in  any  manner, 
the  blockade,  unless,  on  her  approach  towards 
such  port,  she  shall  have  been  preTiously  warned 
not  to  enter  it ;  that  this  view  of  the  law,  in  itself 
perfectly  correct,  is  peculiarly  important  to  nations 
sitoated  at  a  great  distance  from  the  belligerent 
parties,  and  therefore  incapable  of  obtaining  other 
than  tardy  information  of  the  actual  slate  of  their 
ports ;  that  whole  coasts  and  countries  shall  not 
ne  declared  f  for  they  can  never  be  more  than  de- 
clared to  be  m  a  state  of  blockade,  and  (hoa  the 
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right  of  blockade  converted  ipto  the  meaos  of 
extinguishing  the  trade  of  neutral  natioDs;  and, 
lastly,  that  every  blockade  shall  be  impartial  in 
its  operation,  or,  in  other  words,  sihall  not  open 
and  shut  for  the  coovenience  of  the  party  that 
institutes  it,  and  at  the  same  time  repel  the  com- 
merce of  the  rest  of  the  world,  so  as  to  become 
the  odious  instrument  of  an  unjust  monopoly  in- 
stead of  a  measure  of  honorable  war. 

These  principles  are  too  moderate  and  just  to 
furnish  i|iiy  motive  to  the  British  Qoverament 
for  hesitatiog  to  revoke  its  Orders  in  Council  and 
those  analogous  orders  of  blockade,  which  the 
United  States  expect  to  be  recalled.  It  can  hardly 
be  doubted  that  Great  Britain  will  ultimately  ac- 
cede to  them  in  their  fullest  extent ;  but  if  that  be 
a  sanguine  calculation,  (as  I  trust  it  is  not,)  it  is 
still  incontrovertible  that  a  disinclination  at  this 
momeckt  to  acknowledge  them  can  suggest  no 
rational  inducement  for  declicing  to  repeal  at 
once  what  every  principle  disowns,  ana  what 
must  be  repealed  at  last. 

With  regard  to  the  rales  of  blockade  which 


the  French  GK)vernmem  expects  you  to  abandon,    gone?    But  you  are  menaced  with  a  reTi?al  of 
I  do  not  take  upon  me  to  decide  whether  they  are    the  F 


such  as  your  Lordship  supposes  thero«to  be  or  not 
Your  view  of  them  may  be  correct,  but  it  may 
also  be  erroneous ;  and  it  is  wholly  immaterial  to 
the  case  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  whether  it  be  the  one  or  the  other. 

As  to  such  British  blockades  as  the  United 
Slates  desire  you  to  relinquish,  you  will  not,  I  am 
sure,  allege  thiat  it  is  any  reason  fur  adhering  to 
them  that  France  expects'  you    to    relinquish 
others.    If  our  demands  are  suited  to  the  measnre 
of  our  own  rights,  and  of  your  obligations  as 
they  respect  those  righu,  you  cannot  think  of 
founding  a  rejection  of  them  upon  any  imputed 
exorbitance  in  theories  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, for  which  we  are  not  responsible,  and  with 
which  we  have  no  concern.    If,  when  you  have 
,  done  justice  to  the  United.  States,  your  enemy 
should  call  upon  you  to  go  further,  what  shall 
prevent  you  from  refusing  ?    Your  free  agency 
will  in  no  respect  have  been  impaired,     x'our 
case  will  be  better  in  truth,  and  in  the  opinion  of 
mankind,  and  you  will  be,  therefore,  stronger  ia 
maintaining  it,  provided  that,  in  so  doing,  you  re- 
sort only  to  legitimate  means,  and  do  not  once 
more  furget  the  rights  of  others  while  you  seek 
to  vindicate  your  own.    Whether  France  will 
be  satisfied  with  what  you  may  do,  is  not  to  be 
known  by  anticipation,  and  ought  not  to  beasob- 
ject  of  inquiry.    So  vague  a  speculation   has 
nothing  to  do  with  your  duties  to  nations  at 
peace,  and,  If  it  had,  vould  annihilate  them.    It 
cannot  serve  your  interests;  for  it  tends  lo  lessen 
the  number  of  your  friends,  without  adding  to 
your  security  against  your  enemies.    You  are 
required,  therefore,  to  do  right,  and  to  leave  the 
consequences  to  the  future,  when  by  doing  right 
you  have  everything  to  gain  and  nothing  to  lose. 

As  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  which  professed 
to  be  a  reluctant  departure  from  all  ordinary  rules, 
and  to  be  justified  only  as  a  system  of  retaliation 
for  a  pre-existing  measure  of  France,  their  foun- 


dation (such  as  it  was)  Ik  gone  the  momeat  that 
measure  is  no  longer  in  operation.  But  ibe  Ber- 
lin decree  is  repealed  ;  and  even  theMilaD  decree, 
the  successor  of  your  Orders  in  CouDcil,  is  also 
repealed.  Why  is  it,  then,  that  your  orders  hate 
outlived  those  edicts,  and  they  are  stitt  to  oppresi 
and  harass  as  before?  Your  Lordship  aDswers 
that  question  explicitly  enough,  bat  not  satisfac 
torily.  You  do  not  allege  that  the  French  decrees 
are  not  repealed  ;  but  you  imagine  that  the  repeal 
is  not  to  remain  in  force,  unless  the  British  Gor* 
ernment  shall,  in  addition  to  the  revocation  of  its 
Orders  in  Council,  abandon  its  system  of  bloci^' 
ade.  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  stated,  as 
your  Lordship  seems  to  think,  that  thisisso;ifiiI 
I  believe  in  fact  that  it  is  otherwise;  even  if  it 
were  admitted,  however,  the  Orders  in  CouDcil 
ouzht,  nevertheless,  to  be  revoked.  Can  ^the 
safety  and  honor  of  the  British  nation"  demand 
that  these  orders  shall  continue  to  outrage  the 
public  law  of  the  world,  and  sport  with  the  oo- 
disputed  rights  of  neutral  commerce,  after  the 
pretext  which  was  at  first  invented  for  them  ii 


French  system,  and,  consequently,  roaf  agaio 
be  furnished  with  the  same  pretext!  Beiiio; 
yet  still,  as  the  system  and  the  pretext  are  at 
present  at  an  end,  so  of  course  should  be  yoor 
orders.  . 

According  to  your  mode  of  reasoning,  the  sit- 
uation of  neutral  trade  is  hopeless  indeed.  Wh^ 
ther  the  Berlin  decree  exist  or  not,  it  is  equallyto 
justify  your  Orders  in  Council.  You  Issued  them 
before  it  was  anything  but  a  shadow,  and  by  do- 
ing so,  gave  to  it  all  the  subsunceit  could  erer 
claim.  It  is  at  this  moment  nothing.  It  is  re- 
voked and  has  passed  away,  according  to  joar 
own  admission.  You  choose,  however,  to  look 
for  its  re-appearance,  and  you  make  your  own 
expectation  equivalent  to  the  decree  Itself.  Com- 
pelled to  concede  that  there  is  no  aati-neutrai 
French  edict  in  operation  upon  the  ocean,  yoa 
think  it  sufficient  to  say  that  there  will  be  such 
an  edict  you  know  not  when ;  and  in  the  mean- 
time you  do  all  you  can  to  verify  your  own  pre 
diction^  by  giving  to  your  enemy  all  the  proroca* 
tioo  in  your  power  to  resume  the  decrees  which 
he  has  abandoned. 

For  >  my  part,  my  Lord,  I  kiiow  not  what  it  w 
that  the  British  Glovernment  requires,  with  a 
view  to  what  it  calls  its  safety  And  its  honor,  a^ 
an  inducement  to  rescind  its  Orders  in  Coancil. 
it  does  not,  I  presume,  imagine  that  such  a  sys- 
tem will  be  suffered  to  ripen  into  law.    It  mQ^^ 


intend  to  relinquish  it  sooner  or  later^  as  ooe  of 
those  violent  experiments,  for  which  lime  can  do 
nothing,  and  to  which  submission  will  be  hoped 
in  vain.  Yet,  even  after  the  professed  foundation 
of  this  mischievous  system  is  taken  away^anoiDer 
and  another  is  industriously  procured  for  it;*® 
that  no  man  can  tell  at  wh^t  time,  or  under  what 
circumstance,  it  is  likely  to  have  an  end.  Wben 
realities  cannot  be  found,  possibilities  supply  tbetr 
place ;  and  that,  which  was  originally  said  to !» 
retaliation  for  actual  injury,  becomes  (if  spcb  ■ 
decision  can  be  endured  or  imagined)  retaliauo" 
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forfppi^tooded  iiijiiri«s,  which  tfaefamre  mny 
or  may  not  produce,  but  which  it  is  certain  have 
DO  ezlMence  now.  1  do  not  mean  to  gprant,  for  I 
do  not  tbinii,  that  the  edict  of  Berlin  did  at  an¥ 
period  lend  eren  a  color  of.equitf  to  the  British 
OriereiD  Council  with  referrace  to  the  United 
States;  bat  it  might  reaionabl^r  have  been  ez- 
peeted  that  they,  who  have  ao  moch  relied  upon 
u  as  a  justificatiob,  would  hftTe  suffered  it  and 
tliem  to  sink  together.  How  this  is  forbidden  br 
yoflr  safety  or  your  honor  remains  to  be  ezplninecl, 
lod  I  am  not  willing  Co  believe  that  either  the  one 
or  the  other  is  inconsistent  with  the  observance 
of  sabstsnttal  justice  and  with  the  prosperity  and 
righta  of  peaceful  States* 

Althoogh  your  Lordship  has  tdigbtly  remarked 
opon  certain  recent  acts  of  the  French  Qovern- 
meDt,and  faals  spoken  in  general  terms  of"  the 
system  of  violence  and  ibjustiee  now  pursued  by 
France"  as  requiring  **  some  precautions  of  de- 
fence OD  the  part  of  Great  BHtain,"  I  do  not  per- 
ceive ibat  you  deduce  any  consequence  from  these 
obserTstions  in  favor  of  a  perseverance  in  the 
Orders  in  Council.  I  am  not  myself  aware  of  any 
edicts  of  France,  which,  now  that  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  are  repemed,  affect  the  rights  of 
neutral  commerce  on  the  seas.  And  you  will 
mrselres  admit  that,  if  &ny  of  the  acts  of  the 
French  Government,  resting,  on  territorial  .sov*- 
ereiffniy,  have  injured,  or  shatt  hereafter  iiyure, 
the  United  States,  it  is  for  them,  and  for  them 
only,  to  seek  redress.  In  like  manner,  it  is  for 
Great  Britain  to  determine  what  precautions  of 
defence  those  measures  of  France  which  you  de- 
nominate unjust  and  violent,  may  render  it  expe* 
diem  for  her  to  adopt.  The  tJnited  Stales  have 
only  to  insist  that  a  sacrifice  of  their  rights  shall 
not  be  among  the  number  of  those  precautions. 

In  reply  to  that  passage  of  your  letter  which 
adrerts  to  the  American  act  of  non-intercouNe, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  mention  the  Proclamation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  2d 
of  November  last,  and  the  act  of  Congress,  which 
tny  letter  of  the  21st  of  September  communica- 
ted; and  to  add,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Briush  Government  to  prevent  the  non-inter- 
conrse  from  being  enforced  against  Great  Britain. 
Upon  the  concluding  paragraph  of  your  letter 
I  will  barely  observe,  that  I  am  nbt  in  possession 
of  any  document,  which  you  are  likely  to  consider 
as  authentic,  showing  that  the  French  decrees 
are  absolutely  revoked  upon  the  single  condition 
of  the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coun*- 
cil ;  but  that  the  information,  which  I  have  lately 
received  from  the  American  Legation  at  Parh?, 
:onfirms  what  I  have  already  stated,  and  I  think 
proven,  to  your  Lordship,  that  those  decrees  are  re- 
pealed, and  have  ceased  to  have  any  effect.  1  wiT! 
Qow  trespass  on  you  no  further  than  to  suggest 
that  it  would  have  given  me  sincere  pleasure  to 
be  enabled  to  say  as  much  of  the  British  Orders 
in  Council,  and  of  the  blockades,  from  which  it 
s  impossible  to  distinguish  the^l. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc.  _^,^,- 

The  Mabouis  or  Welleblmy,  dte. 
IBth  Con.  1st  Ssss. — 55 


[Refefred  to  in  Mr.  Phikney's  letter  of  January  17.] 

Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

Great  CuMBERLANn  Place, 
January  14, 1811. 

My  Lord  :  After  a  lapse  of  many  months  since 
I  bad  the  honor  to  receive  and  convey  to  my 
Government  your  Lordship's  repeated  assurances, 
written  as  well  as  verbal,  (which  you  declined, 
however,  to  put  into  an  official  form,)  ^  that  it 
was  your  intention  immediately  to  recommend 
the  appointment  of  a  Minister  Plenipotentiarr 
from  the  King  to  the  United  Statoi,"  the  British 
Government  continues  to  be  represented  at  Washr 
Ington  by  a  Charge  d' Affairs,  and  no  stepts  what- 
ever appear  to  have  been  taken  to  fulfil  the  ex- 
peclation  which  the  abovementioned  assurances 
produced  and  justified. 

In  this  slate  of  things,  it  has  become  my  duty 
to  inform  your  Lordship,  in  compliance  with  my 
instructions,  that  the  Government  of  the  United* 
States  cannot  continue  to  be  represented  here  by 
a  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 
,  As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  situation  of  the  King'a 
Government  will  permit,  I  shall  wish  to  take  my 
leave,  and  return  to  America  in  the  United  States' 
frigate  Essex,  now  at  Plymouth,  having  first 
named,  as  I  am  specially  authorized  to  do.  a  fit 
person  to  take  charge  of^tbe  affairs  of  the  Amer- 
ican Legation  in  this  country. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

The  Marquis  of  Weli.E8Ley,  &c< 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.PiBkney'sdeapatch  of  January  17.] 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

Great  Cumberland  Place, 
January  15. 1811, 

My  Loud:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  it  has  been  represented  to  me  that  two  Amer- 
ican vessels,  (the  schooner  Polly  and  the  schooner 
Mary,)  laden  with  codfish,  and  bound  from  Mar- 
blehead  to  Bordeaux,  in  France,  have,  since  the 
1st  instant,  been  captured  and  brought  into  Ply- 
mouth, as  prile,  for  an  imputed  breach  of  the 
British  Orders  in  Council, 

It  is  my  duty  to  demand  the  restoration  of  these 
resselsand  their  cargoes  to  the  American  own- 
ers, together  with  compensation  for  their  unjust 
detention,  and  liberty  to  resume  the  Toyages 
which  that  detention  has  interrupted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc.  __ 

aVillam  pinkney 

The  MAftftUiB  OP  Wellesley,  Ac. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States^ 

London,  Feb,  12, 181L 
I  received,  a  few  hours  since,  a  letter  from 
Lord  Wellesley,  (a  copy  of  which  is  encloiied,) 
in  answer  to  mine  of  the  14th  ultimo,  respecting 
the  British  Orders  in  Council  and  blockades. 


[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Piakaey's  despatch  of  Feb.  17,] 
The  Maiqais  of  WeUealey  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Foreign  Oppice^  f^b.  11, 1811. 
Sir  :  The  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  re- 
twite  from  you,  under  dateof  the  Uth  of  Jaautry 
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RelaiiofM  mlh  Great  Briiain, 


1811,  has  been  submitted  to  Hi*  Royal  High-    most  iraporlaot  maritime  rights  and  interesUof 


ness  I  he  PriDce  Regent. 

la  communicating  to  you  the  orders  which  I 
have  received  from  His  Roysl  Highness  on  the 
sobject  of  your  letter^  i  am  commanded  to  abstain 
from  any  course  of  argument,  add  from  any  ex- 
pression, which,  however  justified  by  the  general 
tenor  of  your  observations,  might  teod  to  interrupt 
the  guod  understanding  which  it  is  the  wish  of 
His  KOyal  Highness,  on  behalf  of  His  Majesty  to 
maintain  with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

No  statement  contained  in  your  letter  appears 
to  affect  the  general  principles  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
29th  of  December,  1810. 

Great  Britain  has  always  insisted  upon  her 
right  of  self-defence  against  the  system  of  com- 
mercial warfare  pursued  by  France ;  and  the 
British  Orders  in  Council  were  founded  upon  a 
just  principle  of  retaliation  against  the  French 
decrees.  The  incidental  operation  of  the  Orders 
of  Council  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  (although  deeply  to  be  lamented,)  must  be 
ascribed,  exclusively,  to  the  violence  and  injus- 
tice of  the  enemy,  which  compelled  this  country 
to  resort  to  adequate  means  of  defence.  It  cannot 
DOW  be  admitted  that  the  foundation  of  the  origi- 
nal  question  should  be  changed,  that  the  measure 
of  retaliation  adopted  against  France  should  now 
be  relinquished  at  the  desire  of  the  Government 


the  United  Kingdom 

I  am  commanded  to  inform  you  that  His  Royal 
Highness  cannot  consent  to  blend  the  qaesiioa 
which  has  arisen  upon  the  Orders  of  CouDcil 
with  any  discussion  of  the  general  principles  of 
blockade. 

This  declaration  doeaopt  preclude  any  amiet- 
ble  discussion  upon  the  subject  of  any  particular 
blockade,  of  which  the  circumstances  may  appear 
to.  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  to  beei- 
centionable,  or  to  require  explanation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  ^. 

WRLLESLET. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  WeUesley. 

London,  Feb.  13^  1811. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  y oar 
letter  of  the  11th  insUnt^and  will  trao?mit  a  copf 
of  it  to  my  Government.  I  can  have  no  indace- 
ment  to  tronble  your  Lordship  any  further  opoo 
the  subjects  to  which  it  relates, 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 


Mc  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith 

LownoN,  fV6. 16, 1811. 
Sia :  I  received  at  a  very  late  hour  last  aig 

., two  notes  from  Lord  Wellesley,  (bearing  date 

of  the  United  States,  without  any  reference  to    "February  15.  1811,*')  of  which  copies,  marked 
the  actual  conduct  of  the  enemy.  No.  1.  and  No.  2,  are  enclosed.    Taken  logeihcr, 

The  intention  has  been  repeatedly  declared  of  (as  or  course  they  must  be,)  they  announce  the 
repealing  the  Orders  of  Council,  whenever  France  appointment  of  Mr.Jl'oster,  as  Envoy  Exiraordi^ 
shall  actually  have  revoked  the  decrees  of  Berlin  '  ""  '  "      •*•     *   -     •-  '•-- 

and  Milan,  and  shal{  have  restored  the  trade  of 


neutral  nations  to  the  condition  in  which  it  stood 

Sreviously  to  the  promulgation  of  those  decrees. 
Iven  admitting  that  France  has  suspended  the 
o|)eration  of  those  decrees,  or  has  repealed  them 
with  reference  to  the  Uoiied  States,  it  is  evident 
that  she  has  not  relinquished  the  conditions  ex- 
pressiy  declared  in  the  letter  of  the  French  Min- 
ister, under  date  of  the  5ih  of  August,  1810. 
France,  therefore  requires  that  Great  Britain 
shall  not  only  repeal  the  Orders  of  Council,  but 
renounce  those  principles  of  blockade,  which  are 
alleged,  in  the  same  letter,  to  be  new  $  an  aile- 
^tion  which  must  be  understood  to  reler  to  the 
introduotory  part  of  the  Berlin  decree.  If  Great 
Britain  shall  not  submit  to  those  terma,  it  b  plaiaiy 
intimated  in  the  same  letter  that  France  requires 
America  to  enforce  them.  To  these  conditions 
His  Royal  Highness,  on  behalf  of  His  Majesty, 
cannot  jiccede.  No  principles  of  blockade  have 
been  promulgated  or  acted  upon  by  Great  Britain 
previously  to  the  Berlin  decree,  which  are  not 
strictly  conformable  to  the  rights  of  civilized  war, 
and  to  the  approved  usaees  and  law  of  nations. 
The  blockades  established  by  the  Orders  of  Coun* 
eil  reftt  on  separate  grounds,  and  are  justified  bv 
the  prineiple  of  necessary  retaliation,  in  whicn 
they  originated. 

The  cooditiotis  exacted  by  France  would  re- 
qttife  Qmt  Britain  to  surrender  to  the  enemy  tJie 


nary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Uoited 
States,  and  set  forth  the  reasons  why  an  appoint- 
ment has  been  so  long  delayed. 

You  will  perceive,  in  the  second  and  third  par- 
agraphs of  the  unofficial  paper,  a  distinct  disa- 
vowal of  the  offensive  views  which  the  appoint' 
ment  of  a  mere  Charg€  des  Affaires^  and  otiier 
circumstances,  appeared  originally  to  indicate. 

We  are  now  told,  in  writing,  that  the  delaj  la 
appointing  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  was  occa- 
sioned, in  the  first  instance,  not  by  any  such  coo- 
sideraiions  as  have  been  supposed,  but  ''by  to 
earnest  desire  of  rendering  the  appomttnent  satis- 
factory to  the  United  States,  and  conducive  to 
the  effectual  establishment  or  harmony  between 
the  two  Governments ;"  that,  more  recently,  ^^^? 
state  of  His  Majesty's  Government  rendered  Jj 
impossible  to  mase  the  intended  appointment; 
and  that  Lord  Wellesley  was  therefore  "con- 
cerned to  find,  by  my  letter  of  the  Uih  of  Jano- 
ary,  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
should  be  induced  to  suppose  that  any  iodi«post- 
tion  could  exist,  on  the  part  of  His  Majestv's  Gor- 
ernment  to  place  the  British  mission  in  Ajierica 
on  the  footing  most  acceptable  to  the  Uniiefl 
States,  as  soon  as  might  be  practicable;  consist- 
ently with  the  convenience  of  affairs  in  this  coun- 
try.^ 

The  two  paper?  are  evidently  calculated  to  pre- 
vent me  from  acting  upon  my  late  request  of  aa 
audience  of  leav^ ;  and  they  certainly  $eem  to 
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)Nit  it  in  my  power,  if  they  do  not  make  it  my 
duly.  (0  forbiear  to  act  upoa  it. 

I  hare  it  under  consideration  (looking  to  the 
iD5truc(ions  contained  in  yoor  letter  of  the  15(b 
of  Norember)  what  course  I  ought  to  pursue.  It 
isataoy  rate  my  intention  to  return  to  America 
iD  the  Essex,  as  I  shall  doubtless  hare  the  Presi- 
dent's  permission  to  do  in  consequence  of  my  let- 
ter to  you  of  the  24th  of  Norember. 

I  ha?e  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

[TTanaaitted  by  Mr.  Pinkaey's  detpatch  of  Feb,  16.] 

Lord  Wtlledey  to  Mr.Piokney. 

FoKBiQN  OrriGE,  Feb.  12, 1811. 

The  Marqoia  Wellesley  has  the  honor  to  in- 
form Mr.  Piokoejr  that  His  Royal  Highness,  the 
Prioee  Regent,  will  reeei?e  the  foreign  Ministers 
at  bis  le? ee  at  Carlton  House,  on  Tuesday  next, 
the  19(h  instant,  at  two  o'clock. 


:»=: 


Mr.  Pittkney  to  Lord  Welledey. 

Great  Cumberland  Place, 

February  13,  1811. 
Mt  Lord^:  Referring  to  tny  tetter  of  the  14th 
of  lait  month,  I  beff  to  be  informed  by  your  Lord- 
ship at  what  time  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Prince 
Retreat,  will  do  me  the  bonor  to  give  the  audi- 
eDce  of  leave.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WM.  PINKNBY. 

[Rtkmd  to  in  Kr.  Pinkney's  despatch  of  Feb.  16.] 

No.  1.. 
(Privata.)— Lord  WeUealey  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

FoREioN  Opticb,  Fsb.  15, 1811. 

Sir:  In  the  various  communications  which  I, 
bare  had  the  honor  to  make  to  you  respecting 
tbe  appointment  of  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  King  to  the  United  States,  1  have  en- 
deavored to  explain  to  you,  in  the  most  distinct 
maoaer,  the  circumstances  which  had  delayed 
that  appointment ;  and  I  have  expressed  my  in- 
tention to  recommend,  that  it  should  be  carried 
ioto  effect  as  soon  as  the  situation  of  His  Majes- 
ty's Government  might  permit. 

Tbe  delay  was  occasioned,  in  the  first  instance, 
(as  I  stated  to  you  repeatedly,)  by  an  earnest  de- 
sire of  rendering  the  appointment  satisfactory  to 
tbe  United  States,  and  cooducive  to  tbe  efieciual 
establishment  of  harmony  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments. Since  that  period  of  time  the  state  of 
His  Majesty'a  Qovernment  rendered  if  impossible 
to  make  tbe  intended  appointment. 

1  wa^,  therefore,  eoncerncd  ttr  find,  by  yoor  let* 
ter  of  the  14th  of  Jaavary,  that  the  Gkivernment 
of  the  United  States  should  he  induced  to  sap- 
pose  that  any  indisposition  could  exist,  on  the 
girt  of  His  Majesty's  Gk)vernment,  to  place  the 
ritish  mission  in  America  on  the  footing  most 
tccepiable  to  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  might 
be  practicable,  consistently  with  tbe  convenience 
of  affairs  in  this  country. 

lo  pursuance  of  the  intention,  so  often  declared 
to  yon,  His  Royal  Highi^est,  the  Prince  Regent, 
bas  been  pleased,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of 
His  Majesty,  to  appoint  Mr.  Foster  (charged, 


lately,  with  His  Majesty's  affairs  in  Sweden)  to 
be  His  Majesty's  Bavoy  Bitraordinary.and  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  to  tbe  United  States;  and 
that  appointment  will  be  notified  in  the  next 
Gaxette. 

You  will,  of  course  exercise  your  own  judg^ 
ment  under  these  circumstances  respecting  the 
propriety  of  requiring  an  audience  of  leave,  on 
the  grounds  which  you  have  stated. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 

WELLESLEY. 

[Raftrred  to  in  Mt.  Pinkney's  doapatch  of  Feb.  16.} 

No.  2. 

Lord  Wellesley  to  Mr.  Flnkney. 

FoRfiiOM  Opfics,  Feb.  15. 1811. 

Sir:  Having  submitted  to  His  Royal  Highneaa 
the  Prince  Regent,  your  desire  to  have  an  audi- 
ence of  leave,  with  a  view  to  your  return  to 
America,  I  am  commanded  by  His  Royal  High- 
ness  to  inform  you  that  he  will  be  prepared  to 
receive  you  at  Carlton  House,  on  Tuesday,  the 
19th  instanu 

At  the  same  time,  I  am  commanded  to  inform 
you  that  His  Royal  Highness,  in  the  name  and . 
on  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  has  been  pleased  toap« 
point  Augustus  Foster,  Esq.,  (lately  charged  with 
His  Majesty's  affairs  in  Sweden,)  to  be  His  Ma- 
jesty's Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni* 
potentiary  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c. 

WELLESLEY. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  the  Secretary  of  SUta. 

LoROON,  February  18, 1811. 

SiRt  The  result  of  my  reflections  on   Lord 
Wellesley'a  two  commnnications  of  the  15th  in* 
•tant,  will  be  foood^in  my  letterto  him  of  yester-* 
day's  date,  of  which  I  now  transmit  a  copy. 

It  appeared  to  ilie  that  the  appointment  of  ft 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  Statea 
was  nothing,  or  rather  wone  than  nothing,  if  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  to  remain  in  force,  the 
blockade  of  May,  1806,  to  be  unrepea^d,  the 
affair  of  the  Chesapeake  to  continue  at  large,  and 
the  other  urgent  questions  between  us  to  remain 
unsettled. 

The  *•  posture  of  our  relatione.**  as  you  have 
expressed  it  in  your  letter  of  the  l5th  of  Novem- 
ber, would  not  be  ''satisfactorily  changed"  merely 
by  such  an  appointment ;  and,  of  course,  my  func- 
tions could  not  be  resumed  upon  the  sole  founda- 
tion of  it. 

I  have  put  It  to  Lord  Wellesley  to  say  expli* 
citly  whetner  full  and  satisfactory  arrangement 
is  intended,  before  I  answer  his  omcial  letter  conr 
cerning  my  audience  of  leave.  If  he  is  prepared 
to  do  at  once  what  we  require,  or  to  instruct  the 
new  Minister  to  do  at  Washington  what  does  not 
demand  immediate  interference  here,  I  shall  think 
it  my  duty  to  forbear  to  take  leave  on  the  26th 
instant.  If  he  declines  a  frank  reply,  or  refusea 
our  demands,  I  ahall  press  for  my  audience,  and 
put  an  end  to  my  mission.    I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 
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[Referred  to  in  the  preceding  deepatch.] 
Mr.  Piokney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

Cheat  Cdmberland  Place,  Feb,  17, 1811. 

Mt  Lord  :  Before  I  reply  to  your  official  com- 
munication of  the  15lh  instant,  you  will,  perhaps, 
allow  me,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
unofficial  paper  which  accompanied  it,  to  trouble 
you  with  a  tew  words. 

From  the  appointment  which  you  hare  done 
me  the  honor  to  announce  to  me,  of  a  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  Uoited  States,  as  well  as 
from  the  lan^age  of  your  private  letter,  I  con- 
clude that  it  IS  the  intention  of  the  British  Qov- 
ernment  to  seek  immediately  those  adjustments 
with  America,  without  which  that  appointment 
can  produce  no  beneficial  effect.  I  presume  that, 
for  the  restoration  of  harmony  between  the  two 
countries,  the  Orders  in  Council  will  be  relin- 
quished without  delay ;  that  the  blockade  of  May, 
1806,  will  be  annulled ;  that  the  case  of  the  Ches- 
apeake will  be  arranged  in  the  manner  heretofore 
intended ;  and,  in  general,  that  all  such  just  and 
reasonable  acts  will  be  done  as  are  necessary  to 
make  us  friends. 

My  inotives  will  not,  I  am  sure,  be  misinter- 
preted, if,  anxious  to  be  enabled  so  to  regulate 
my  conduct,  in  the  execution  of  my  instructions, 
as  that  tbe  best  results  may  be  accomplished,  I 
take  the  liberty  to  request  such  explanations  on 
these  heads  as  your  Lordship  may  think  fit  to 
give  me. 

I  ought  to  add,  that  as  the  levee  of  His  Royal 
Highness,  the  Prince  Regent,  has  been  postponed 
until  Tu^ay,  the  26th  instant,  I  have  supposed 
that  my  audience  of  leave  is  postponed  to  the 
same  day,  and  that  I  have,  on  that  ground  under- 
taken to  delay  my  reply  to  your  o&ial  commu- 
nication until  I  receive  an  answer  to  this  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc* 

WM.  PINKNEY. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

LoNUOif,  February  24, 1611. 

Sir  :  I  received  last  night  Lord  Wellesley's 
answer  (of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed)  to  my  let- 
ter of  the  17th  instant.  He  has  marked  it  pri- 
vate^ and  speaks  of  my  letter  to  him  as  being 
private  also.  Mv  letter,  however,  was  not  so 
marked  or  intended;  and  his  answer,  however 
marked,  is  essentially  an  official  communication 
of  great  importance. 

His  letter  amounts  to  an  explicit  declaration 
that  the  Orders  in  Council  are  to  be  persisted  in  > 
and  it  furnishes  no  evidence  of  a  disposition  to 
give  us  anything  but  vague  and  general  profes- 
sions on  any  subject.  I  did  not,  therefore,  hesi- 
tate to  send  him  a  reply,  declaring  my  intention 
to  take  leave  on  Thursday,  the  28th,  in  pursu- 
ance of  my  request  of  thtf  I3th,  and  declining  to 
attend  the  Prince's  levee  on  Tuesday,  the  26th. 
Of  this  reply,  a  copy  is  now  transmitted. 

To  mistake  the  views  of  this  Qovernment  is 
now  impossible.  Tbey  are  such  as  I  always  be- 
lieved I  hem  to  be,  and.  will,  I  hope,  be  resisted 
with  spirit  and  firmness. 


In  shaping  my  eourse  on  this^occasion,  I  have 
endeavored  to  conform  to  the  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent, signified  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  15th  of 
November.  With  those  orders,  as  I  unders^tand 
them,  my  own  wishes  have  certainly  concurred  ; 
but  I  trust  that  I  have  not  suffered  inclination  to 
influence  my  interpretation  of  them. 

According  to  your  letter,  my  functions  were  to 
be  considered  as  suspended  on  the  receipt  of  it, 
if  the  British  Government  had  not  then  ap- 
Dointed  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United 
States.  Such  an  appointment  had  not  at  that 
time  been  made,  and  consequently  the  suspension 
took  place.  ^  . 

Upon  a'  careful  consideration  of  vour  letter,  it 
appeared  to  me  to  look  to  a  revival  of  ray  func- 
tions in  tbe  event  of '^  a  satisfactory  change  in 
the  posture  of  our  relations"  with  this  country. 
I  could  not,  indeed,  find  in  it  any  precise  pro- 
vision to  that  effect,  but  there  was  apparently 
room  for  such  a  construction;  and  I  have  al- 
ready informed  you  that,  however  anxious  to 
clo^  my  mission  and  retire  from  the  public  ser- 
vice, I  was  disposed  to  act  for  a  few  weeks  upon 
that  implication,  in  case  such  a  change  occurred 
in  our  relations  as  I  deemed  a  satisfactory  one. 

It  could  not  be  imagined  that  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Foster  produced  that  change ;  and,  sup- 
posing it  to  be  left,  in  some  degree  at  least,  to  my 
discretion  to  determine  in  what  it  should  consist, 
I  had  no  difficulty  in  deciding  that  the  immediate 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  aod  the  blockade 
of  May,  1606,  a  distinct  pledge  on  the  affair  of 
the  Chesapeake,  and  a  manifestation  of  a  dispo- 
sition to  accommodate  with  us,  on  principles  of 
justice,  on  all  other  concerns,  were  indispensable 
ingredients.  It  followed  that,  upon  receiving 
Lord  Wellesley's  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  had 
no  choice  but  to  press  for  my  audience  of  leave. 

It  may  perhaps,  be  thought  that  I  ought  not  to 
have  reiused  to  appear  at  Carlton  House  on  tbe 
26th,  for  the  purpose  of  beinf  presented,  with  tbe 
other  foreign  Ministers,  to  the  Regent.  I'  have 
not  myself  any  doubt  at  all  upon  that  point.  My 
appearance  at  the  levee  for  such  a  purpose  would 
import  that  I  consider  my  capacity,  as  the  Minis- 
ter of  the  United  States,  to  be  entire,  and  would, 
moreover,  encourage  the  delusion  which  now  pre- 
vails concerning  the  views  of  tbe  British  Govern- 
ment towards  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

[Refemd  loin  Mr. PinkMy'a deqiatdi,  Feb. S4»  181 1.] 
Lord  WeHstley  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Apslet  Hoi78e,  Fsb.  23, 1811. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  private*  letter  under  the  date  of  the 
17tD  instant. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  referring  you  to  my  former 
unofficial  letters  and  communications  for  an  ex- 
planation of  the  motives ^  which  have  induced 

*N.  B.  This  is  a  misUke.  Mr.  Pinkney's  letter 
was  not  marked  jortpa/c,  nor  intended  to  be  so. 

Wm.  PivKirxT. 
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this  Goreroaient,  id  pursuaace  of  thoie  amicable 
views  which  I  ba?e  uniformly  declared,  to  ap- 
point a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United 
States.  I  have  already  assured  you  that  the  de- 
lay of  that  appointment  was  occasioned,  in  the  first 
instance,  by^  an  anxious  desire  to  make  it  in  the 
manner  which  was  likely  to  prove  most  accep- 
table to  (he  United  States.  The  appointment 
was  recently  delayed  by  the  state  of  His  Majesty^s 
Government;  and  it  has  ultimately^  taken  place, 
in  pursuance  of  the  principles  which  I  have  re- 
peatedly stated  to  you,  and  not  in  consequence  of 
of  any  change  of  system. 

It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  desire 
of  this  Government  to  relinquish  the  Orders  in 
CouDcil,  whenever  that  measure  can  be  adopted 
witboat  involving  the  necessitv  of  surrendering 
tbe  most  important  and  valuable  maritime  rights 
and  iaterests  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

No  objection  has  ever  been  stated  on  the  part 
of  this  Government  to  an  amicable  disbassion  of 
tbe  principles  of  any  blockade  which  may  be 
deemed  exceptiooable  by  the  United  States. 

I  bave  expressed  to  you,  without  reserve,  a  de- 
sire to  arrange  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake  on  just 
and  equitable  principles ;  and  J  trust  that  no  ap- 
prebensidn  can  be  entertained  of  the  general  dis- 
position of  this  Government  to  adopt  every  rea- 
sooable  measure  which  may  be  necessary  to  con- 
ciliate  the  friendship  of  the  United  States.    But 


pointed  for  my  audience,  I  will  not  tresptsa  on 
His  Royal  Highness  for  the  purpose  of  being  pr#- 
sented  to  him.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 


Extract— Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London^  March  1, 1811. 

I  had  my  audience  of  leave  at  Carlton  House 
yesterday.  .  In  the  course  of  the  short  address 
which  the  occasion  required,  I  stated  to  the  Prinee 
Regent  the  erounds  upon  which  It  had  become 
my  duty  to  take  my  leave,  and  to  commit  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Legation  to  a  Charge  d'Affaires ;  and  I 
concluded  by  expressing  my  regret  that  my  hum- 
ble efforts,  in  the  execution  of  the  instructions  of 
my  Government,  to  set  to  rights  the  embarrassed 
*and  disjointed  relations  of  the  two  countries,  bad 
wholly  failed,  and  thai  I  saw  no  reason  to  eipeot 
that  the  great  work  of  their  reconciliation  was 
likely  to  be  accomplished  through  any  other 
agency* 

The  Prince's  reply  was^  of  course,  general ;  but 
I  ought  to  sajf  that,  exclusivelv  of  phrases  of  cour- 
tesy, it  contained  explicit  declarations  of  the  moat 
amicable  views  and  feelings  towards  the  United 
States.  Lord  Wellesley  was  the  only  person 
present  at  this  audience. 

While  Lwas  in  the  outer  room,  waiting  until 
the  Prince  Regent  was  ready  to  receive  me, 


it  would  be  neither  candid  towards  yoo,  nor  just   Wd  Wellesley  told'  me  that  they  iotended  to 
towards  this  Government,  to  countenance  knj  in-   ^^^  o»'  Mr.  Foster  immediately. 


terpretation  which  might  favor  a  supposition  that 
it  was  intended  by  this  Government  to  relinquish 
any  of  the  principles  which  I  .have  so  often  9n* 
deavored  to  explain  to  you. 

His  Royal  Higbness's  levee  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday  the  26th  instant;  but  I  have  received  his' 
commands  to  signify  to  such  of  the  ibreign  Min- 
isters as  mav  desire  to  have  private  audiences,  that 
His  Royal  Highness  will  receive  them  on  Thurs* 
day,  the  28th  instant.  The  foreign  Ministers, 
however,  will  all  be  prestented  to  His  Royal  High- 
ness on  Tuesday,  the  26th  instant,  on  which  day 
I  sball  attend  for  that  purpose. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  dbc. 

WELLESLEY. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

Great  CuMBBaLANo  Place, 

February  23, 1811. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receiveyour 
private  letter  of  this  day's  date. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  inform  your  Lordship 
that  I  have  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States  a  copy  of  your  official  com- 
manication  of  the'  15th  instant,  and  of  the  unoffi- 
cial paper  which  accompanied  it;  and  that  I  will 
availmyself  of  the  dispoMtion  of  His  Royal  High* 
aess  the  Prince  Regent  to  give  me  an  audience  of 
leave  on  Thursday  next,  the  28ih  of  February, 
in  pursuance  of  the  request  contained  in  my  letter 
of  the  l3th  instant,  which  referred  to  my  letter 


Extract— Mr.  Pinkney  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  . 

Co  WES,  May  7, 1811. 

I  enclose  duplicate  copies  (more  legible  than 
those  transmitted  in  my  letter  of  the  13th  of 
March)  of  Mr.  Russell's  communications  to  me 
of  the  1st,  Uth,  27th,  and  30ih  of  December  last. 
They  are  necessary  to  account  for,  not  the  gep' 
eral  character  or  substance  of  my  late  correspon* 
dence  with  Lord  Wellesey,  but  the  particular  part 
of  the  last  paragraph  of  my  letter  to  that  nobleman 
of  the  14th  of  January,  1811,  which  is -contained 
in  the  following  words :  *'  The  information  whif  h 
I  have  lately  received  from  the  American  Lega- 
tion at  Paris  confirms  what  I  have  already,  stated, 
and,  I  think,  proved  to  your  Lordship,  that  those 
decrees  are  repealed,  and  have  ceased  to  have  any 
efft»ct."    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkney's  despatch  of  May  7, 1811.] 
Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Paris,  December  1, 1810. 

Sir:  Nothing  has  transpired  here  of  sufficient 
importance  to  be  communicated  by  a  special  mes- 
senger, and  no  safe  private  conveyance  has  hith- 
erto presented  itself  till  now  to  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letters  under  date  of  the  7th 
and  2dth  of  October. 

No  event  within  mv  knowledge  has  occurred, 
either  before  or  since  the  Ist  of  November,  to  vary 
tbe  construction  given  by  us  to  the  very  positive 
I  and  precise  assurances  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  on 


of  the  14th  of  January.  i        - 

I  take  the  liberty  to  add,  that  until  the  time  ap- { the  5th  of  August,  relative  to  ii^e  revocation  of 
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Ch«  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  That  these  deerees 
bave  not  been  executed  for  an  entire  tnonth,  on 
any  vessel  arriving,  during  that  time,  in  any  of 
Che  ports  of  France,  niay,  when  connected  with 
the  terms  in  which  iheir  revocation  was  announ- 
ced^ fortify  the  presumption  that  they  have  ceased 
Co  operate,  I  kqow  of  no  better  evidence  than 
this  which  the  negative  character  of  the  ^sase  ad- 
mits, or  how  the  non-existence  of  an  edict  can  be 
proved  except  by  the  promulgation  of  its  repeal, 
and  its  subsequent  non-execution. 

Our  attention  here  is  now  turned  towards  Eng* 
land  and  the  United  States.  The  performance  of 
one  of  the  conditions  on  which  the  revocation  of 
one  of  the  decrees  was  predicated,  and  which  is 
essential  to  render  it  permanent,  is  anxiously  ex- 

f reeled;  and  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  ^ng- 
and.  by  evincing  the  sincerity  of  her  former  pro- 
fessions, may  save  the  United.  States  from  the. 
necessity  of  resorting  to  the  measure  which  ex- 
clusively depends  on  them. 

I  need  not  suggest  to  vou  the  itnportance  of 
transmitting  hither  as  early  as  possible  any  infor- 
mation of  a  decided  character  which  you  may 
possess  relative  to  this  subject,  as  an  impatience 
IS  already  betrayed  here  to  learn  that  one  or  the 
other  of  the  conditions  has  been  performed.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

[Referred  to4n  Mr.  Pinknej't  despatch  of  May  7.] 
Mr.  Russell'to  Mr.  Pinkne^. 

PAKia,  December  11, 1810. 

Sib:  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  by  Mr.  Page,  and  I  thank 
you  most  most  sincerely  for  the  papers  which 
accompanied  it.  It  is  nowhere  more  necessary 
than  at  Paris  to  bear  both  sides  of  a  question,  in 
order  to  give  a  near  guess  at  the  truth.  The  way 
in  which  tbe  story  is  told  on  your  side  of  the  chan- 
liel  will  enable  me  to  correct  many  errors  which 
it  contains  as  told  here.  The  obligations  you 
confer  on  me  this  way  I  shall  endeavor  to  dis- 
cbarge in  kind. 

I  wrote  you,  a  few  days  since,  by  the  way  of 
Dieppe,  and  gave  you  the  best  statement  of  af> 
fairs  here  that  the  truth  would  warrant,  in  hopes 
that  you  might  derive  some  advantage  from  it. 
I  assure  you  i  have  felt  disappointed  and  grieved 
at  the  conduct  of  the  British  Ministry.  If  they 
distrusted  the  sincerity  of  their  enemies  with  re- 
gard to  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  here,  still  it 
would  have  been  good  policy  to  have  appeared  to 
believe  them,  and  tq  have  acted  accordingly.  By 
pursuing  a  different  course,  they  have  missed  a 
golden  oportunity  of  honorably  repealing  their 
offending  orders,  and,  in  so  doing,  to  haVe  proved 
at  once  their  own  sincerity,  and  conciliated  the 

good  opinion  of  the  United  States.  If  the  frigate 
issex,  which  arrived  on  the  4ih  instant  at  L' 
Orient,  in  twenty-eight  days  from  Norfolk,  has 
brought  the  President's  Proclamation  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  law  of  1st  of  May,  the  British  Ministry 
will  be  placed  in  an  awkward  situation.  They 
will  have  to  persevere  in  the  orders,  at  the  expense 
of  their  veracity,  and  at  the  hazard  of  war  with 


the  United  States,  or  to  withdraw  tbem  under 
very  equivocal  circumstances,  which  will  gire 
to  their  conduct  the  appearance  of  being  rather 
the  result  of  necessity  than  the  dictate  of  priDci- 
pie.  That  the  frigate  has  brought  this  proclama- 
tion there  is  good  cnuse  to  suppose,  from  the  lime 
when  she  left  the  United  States,  being  a  feiv  days 
subsequent  to  the  period  when  the  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan decrees  were  to  rease  to  operate.  If  she  has 
brought  this  proclamation,  it  will,  without  doubt, 
render  absolute  the  revocation  of  those  decrees, 
whatever  uncertainty  might  have  before  attended 
it.  There  are  probably,  then,  but  a  few  days  left 
in  which  the  repeal  of  the  British  orders  can  ap- 
pear to  he  the  spontaneous  act  of'the  Ministry; 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that,  by  properly  iroproviog 
this  short  period,  they  may  do  with  good  grace 
what  cannot  be  done  afterwards  in  a  way  either 
to  save  their  pride  or  deserve  our  friend'^hip. 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  shall  chanqe  the 
file  of  the  Journal  de  I'Empire,  which  I  intended 
for  you,  for  that  of  the  Moniteur. 

I  am,  sir,  very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  ob^ 
dient,  humble  servant, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

His  Excellency  William  Pinknet. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Pinkaey's  despatch  of  May  7, 1811] 
Mr,  Rnaseli  to  Mr.  Piiikn6y. 

Varib,  December  27,  mo. 

Sir  :  f  frave  received  your  letters  of  the  5th  and 
6t1i  of  this  month  by  Mr.  Bowdoin  and  Mr.  Weils. 

The  vessel  you  mention,  the  Charles,  having  on 
board  a  large  quantity  of  turpentine,  which  is 
considered  here  as  naval  stores,  will  probably  be 
condemned  for  carry ino^  contraband  of  war  to  an 
enemy,  without  any  reference  to  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  American  vessels  which 
have  been  permitted  to  land  their  outward  car- 
goes in  the  ports  of  France,  and  to  tal^e  in  return 
cargoes  to  the  United  States,  are,  as  far  as  i  can 
learn,  but  two.  in  number,  and,  in  fact,  arrived  be- 
fore the  1st  of  November,  and  to  them  the  decree 
were  not  applicable.  The  other  vessels  which 
have  taken  away  cargoes  have  arrived  here  m 
ballast,  and  were  recommended  by  special  cir- 
cumstances to  the  consideration  of  this  Gorern- 
ment. 

Nothing  can  therefore  be  inferred,  either  for  o' 
against  the  revocation  of  the  French  edicts,  from 
the  facts  referred  to  in  yo\ar  letter  of  the  Bib  in- 
stant. , 

Since  I  last  wrote,  however,  I  have  learned 
the  seizure  and  capture  of  two  or  three  Anoerican 
vessels;  but  the  course  which  this  Government 
will  pursue  in  relation  to  them  being  marked  oat 
by  the  letters  of  the  Minister  of  Justice  to  the 
President  of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  and  from  the 
Minister  of  Finance  to  the  Director  General  oi 
the  Customs,  which  you  will  find  inibcMoni- 
teurs  which  I  herewith  send  to  you,  it  is  unneces- 
sary 10  enter  into  a  particular  detail  of  the  circum- 
stances which  attended  these  cases. 

I  am  willing  to  believe  that  what  this  Gorcrn' 
meat  has  done,  although  it  may  not  be  entireif 
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sati^factorf  to  the  United  States,  will  at  least  be 
sufficient  to  procure  from  the  British  QoTerament 
a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  restor- 
ation of  all  American  property  taken  under  them 
since  the  1st  of  November. 

It  is  possible  that  the  French  cruisers  may  here- 
after continue  their  depredations,  but  abuses  of 
this  kind  are  rerv  distinct  from  tne  operation  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  cannot,  by  the 
most  extravagaot  construction  of  th«  law  of  re- 
tortion, afford  a  pretext  for  the  continuance  of  the 
British  orders.    I  am ,  &c. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

His  Ex'cy  William  Pinkney,  dbc. 

[Rcfened  to  in  Mr.  Piokney'i  despatch  of  May  7.] 
Mr.  RoflMll  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Parib,  December  30, 1810. 

Sir:  A  ^ntleroap  called  on  me  last  evening, 
fron  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  to  inform  me  that  the 
schooner,  the  Orace  Ann  Greene,  had  been  re- 
leased. This  vessel  arrived  at  Marseilles  since 
the  1st  of  Norember,  and  was  last  front  Gibraltar, 
where  she  had  remained  some  tim^.  As  she  came 
clearly  within  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  her 
release  may  be  considered  as  conclusive  evidence 
of  their  revocation.    I  am,  sir,  dbe« 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

His  Ex'ey  Willias  PiitKNET. 


Bxtraet  of  m  letter  from  J.  B.  Smilh,  Esq.,  Chaigd 
d'Afiains  of  the  Uftited  Butea  at  London,  to  tho 
Steratary  of  State.  ^ 

LoKDON,  Afoy  25, 18XL 

I  bad  yesterday,  for  the  finit  time,  an  interview 

with  Lord  Wellealey.    I  presented  to  him  the 

letters  of  introduction  that  Mr.  Pinknejr  had  giftn 

me,  and  he  received  me  in  the  most  poute  manner. 


Mi.  8mithy  Cbarg6  d'Afikires  at  London,  to  the  Mar- 
quis Wellealey. 

London,  May  27, 1811. 

Mt  Loed  :  I  l^ave  the  honor  to  inforoa  your 
Lordship,  from  official  information  thi«  day  receiv- 
ed by  me  from  Paris,  that  alUhe  American  vessels 
which  have  voluntarily  arrived  in  France  since 
the  1st  of  November  have  been  admitted.  This, 
if  aoy  additional  evidence  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  wanting^,  Avill  suffi- 
cieotly  establish  the  fact  of  their  revocation,  as 
most  of  the  vessels  now  admitted  would  o^her-* 
wise  have  been  subject  to  their  operation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.S.SMITH. 


Mr.  SoHth,  Charge  d' Aflairea  at  London,  to  the  Bec- 
retary  of  Bute  of  the  United  Butea. 

London,  June  6, 1811. 
Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  of 
the  trial  of  the  Fox  and  others. 

The  John  Adams  will  leave  Cowee  this  week. 
The  messenger  goes  down  to-morrow  evening. 

1  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

J.  8.  SMITH. 


CoDRT  OP  Admiralty,   )  «_  ,    .  «,k^. 
Thursday,  May  30, 1811.  $  ^""^  ^^^  ^^^*' 

Judoment. 

Sir  William  Soott. — This  was  the  ease  of 
an  American  vessel,  which  was  taken  on  the  15th 
of  November,  1810,  on  a  voyage  from  Boston  to 
Cherbourg.  It  is  contended,  on  the  part  of  the 
captors,  that,  under  the  Orders  in  Council  of  26th 
April,  1800.  this  ship  and  cargo,  being  destined 
to  a  port  of  France,  are  liable  to  confiscation.  On 
the  part  of  the  claimants,  it  has  been  replied,  that 
the  ship  and  earffo  are  not  confiscable  under  the 
Orders  in  Council ;  first,  because  these  orders  have 
in  fact  become  extinct,  being  professedly  founded 
upon  measures  which  the  enemy  had  retracted  ^ 
and  secondly,  that  if  the  Orders  in  Council  are 
to  be  considered  as  existing,  there  are  cireumstan* 
ees  of  equity  in  the  present  case,  and  in  the  others 
that  follow,  which  ought  to  induce  the  court  to 
hold  them  exonerated  from  the  penal  effects  of 
these  orders. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  a  question  fata 
been  started,  what  would  be  the  duty  of  the  court, 
under  Orders  in  Council  that  were  repugnant  to 
the  law  of  nations  ?    It  has  been  contended  on 
one  side,  that  the  court  would  at  all  events  be 
bound  to  enforee  the  Orders  in  Council;  on  the 
other,  that  the  court  would  be  bound  to  apply  the 
rule  of  the  law  of  nations  applying  to  tne  par* 
licular  ease,  in  disregard  of  the  Orders  in  Coim- 
oil.    I  have  not  observed,  however,  that  these  Or- 
ders ia  Counoil,  in  their  retaliatory  character, 
have  been  described  in  the  argument  as  at. all  re- 
pugnant to  the  law  of  nations,  however  liable  to 
be  so  described,  if  merely  original  and  abstract; 
and  therefore  it  is  rather  to  correct  possible  rois- 
apprebeoston  on  the  subject,  than  from  the  sense 
of  any  obligation  which  the  present  discussioa 
imposes  npon  me^  that  I  observe,  that  this  court 
is  bound  to  administer  the  law  of  nations  to  the 
subjects  of  'Other  countries  in  the  different* rela- 
tions in  which  they  may  be  placed  towards  this 
country  and  its-Government.    This  is  what  other 
countries  have  a  right  to  demand  for  their  subjects, 
and  to  complain  if  they  receive  it  not    This  is 
its  unwritten  law,  evidenced  in  the  course  of  its 
decisions,  and  collected  from  the  common  usage 
of  civilized  States.    At  the  same  time,  it  is  striet- 
ly  true,  that  by  the  Constitution  of  this  country, 
the  King  in  Council  possesses  legislative  rights 
over  this  court,  and  has  power  to  issue  orders  and 
instructions  which  it  is  bound  to  obey  and  enforce; 
and  these  constitute  the  written  law  of  this  court. 
These  two  propositions,  that  the  court  is  bound 
to  administer  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  it  ia 
bound  to  enforce  the  Kin^'i^  Orders  in  Council, 
are  not  at  all  inconsistent  with  each  other ;  becaoae 
these  orders  and  instructions  are  presumed  to  con- 
form themselves,  under  the  given  circumstances, 
to  the  principles  of  its  unwritten  law.    The^  are 
either  directory  applications  of  those  principles 
to  the  cases  indicated  in  them— cases  which,  with 
with  all  the  facto  and  circumstances  belonging  to 
thern^  and  which  constitute  their  legal  character, 
could  be  but  imperfectly  known  to  the  coort  it- 
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self  9  or  they  are  positive  regulations,  consistent 
with  those  principle^,  applying  to  matters  which 
require  more  exact  and  definite  rules  than  those 
general  principles  are  capable  of  furnishing. 

The  constitution  of  this  court,  relatirdy  to  the 
legislative  power  of  the  King  in  Council,  is  anal- 
ogous to  that  of  the  courts  of  common  law  rela- 
tively to  that  of  the  Parliament  of  this  KiagdcMn. 
Those  courts  have  their  unwritten  law,  the  ap- 
proved principles  of  natural  reason  and  justice ; 
they  have  likewise  the  written  or  statute  law  in 
acts  of  Parliament,  which  are  directory  appliea' 
tions  of  the  same  principles  to.  particular  suhjects, 
or  positive  regulations  consistent  with  them,  upon 
matters  which  would  remain  too  much  at  large 
if  they  were  left  to  the  imperfect  information 
which  the  courts  could  extract  from  mere  general 
speculations.  What  would  he  the  duty  of  the 
individuals  who  preside  in  these  courts,  if  required 
to  enforce  an  act  of  Parliament  which  contradicted 
.those  principles,  isaqnestion  which  I  presume 
they  would  not  entertain  a  priori,  because  they 
will  not  entertain  a  priori  the  supposition  that 
any  such  will  arise.  In  like  manner  this  court 
will  not  let  itself  loose  into  speculations  as  to 
what  would  be  its  duty  under  suck  an  emergency, 
because  it  cannot,  without  extreme  indecency,  pre- 
sume that  any  such  emergency  will  happen  ;  and 
it  is  the  less  disposed  to  entertain  tbem«  beoause 
its  own  observations  and  experience  attest  the 
general  conlbsmity  of  such  orders  and  instruc- 
tions to  its  prineiples  of  unwritten  law.  In  the 
particular  case  of  the  orders  and  instructions 
which  give  rise  to  the  present  question,  the  court 
has  not  haard  it  at  all  maiotained  io  argument,, 
that  as  retaliatory  orders  they  are  not  conformable 
to  such  principles  \  for  retaliatory  orders  they  are* 
.They  are  so  declared  in  their  own  language,  and 
in  the  uniform  language  of  the  Qovernment 
which  has  established  them.  IJiave  no  htfeita- 
tion  in  saying,  that  they  would  cease  to  be  just  if 
they  ceased  to  be  retaliatory  i  and  they  would 
cease  to  be  retaliatory,  from  the  tnoment  the  en- 
emy retracts  ip  a  sineece  manner  those  measures 
Qf  his  which  they  were  intended  to  retaliate. 

The  first  question  is,  what  is  the  proper  evi- 
dence for  this  court  to  receive,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances that  belong  to  the  case,  in  proof  of 
the  fact  that  he  has  made  a  bona  jidt  retraction 
of  those  measures?  Upon  that  point  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  proper  evidence  lor  the  court  to 
receive  is,  the  declaration  of  the  State  itself 
which  issued  these  retaliatory  orders,  that  it  re- 
vokes them  in  consequence  of  such  a  change 
having  taken  place  in  the  coiHtuct  of  the  enemy. 
When  the  State,  in  consequence  of  gross  outrai^es 
upon  the  law  of  nations  committed  by  its  adver- 
sary, was  compelled  by  a  necessity  which  it  la- 
ments, to  jTeaort  to  measures  which  it  otherwise 
condemns,  it  pledged  itself  to  the  revocation  of 
those  measures  as  soon  as  the  necessity  ceases. 
And  till  the  State  revokes  them,  this  court  is 
bound  to  presume  that  the  necessity  continues  to 
exist;  it  cannot,  without  extreme  iadeoency,  sup- 
pose that  they  would  continue  a  moment  longer 
thao  the  necessity  whi^h  produced  the^,  or  that 


the  notification  that  snch  measures  were  revoked, 
would  be  less  public  atid  formal  than  their  first 
establishment.  Their  establishment  was  doubt- 
less a  great  and  signal  departure  from  the  ordi- 
nary administration  of  justice  in  the  ordinary 
state  of  the  exercise  of  public  hostility,  bat  was 
justified  by  that  extraordinary  deviation  from  the 
common  exercise  of  hostility  in  the  condact  of 
the  enemy.  It  would  not  have  been  within  the 
competency  of  the  court  itself  to  have  applied 
oriffinally  such  rules,  because  it  was  hardly  pos- 
sible for  this  court  to  possess  that  distinct  and 
certain  information  of  the  facts,  to  which  alone 
such  extraordinary  rules  were  Jastly  applicable. 
It  waited,  therefore,  for  the  communication  of 
the  faets ;  it  waited  likewise  for  the  promalgation 
of  the  rules  that  were  to  be  practically  applied. 
For  the  State  might  not  have  thought  fit  to  act 
up  to  the  extremity  of  its,  rights  on  this  extraor- 
dinary occasion ;  it  mighty  from  motives  of  for- 
bearance, or  even  of  policy  unmixed  with  any 
injustice  to  other  States,  have  adopted  a  more  in- 
dulgent rule  than  the  law  of  nations  would  aa- 
thorize,  though  it  is  not  at  liberty  ever  to  apply  a 
harsher  rule  tnan  that  law  warrants.  In  the  case 
of  the  Swedish  convojr,  which  has  be^n  alluded 
to,  no  order  or  instruction  whatever  was  istsued, 
and  the  court,  therefef e  was  left  to  find  its  way 
to  that  le^l  concliuioa  wjiich  its  jqdfmeBl  of 
the  principles  of  the  law  led  it  to  adopt.  Bat 
certainly  if  .the  State  had  issued  an  order  that  a 
rule  of  less  severity  should  be  applied,  thia  court 
would  not  have  considered  it  as  any  departure 
from  its  duty  to  act  upon  the  oailder  rule  which 
the  prudence  of  the  State  was  content  to  substi- 
tute in  support  of  its  own  rights.  In  the  present 
case  it  waited  for  the  eommunieatton  of  the  fact 
and  the  promulgation  of  the  rale.  It  is  iu  duty, 
in  like  manner,  to  wait  for  the  notification  of  the 
fact  that  these  orders  are  revoked,  in' consequence 
of  a  chan^  in  the  conduct  of  the  enemy. 

The  edicts  of  the  enemy  themselves,  obscure 
and  ambifi^uous  in  their  usual' langua^,  and  most 
notoriously,  4od  frequently  contradicted  by  his 
practice,  would  hardly  afibrd  it  a  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  any  such  change  having  actaally  and 
sincerely  taken  place.  This  State  has  pledged 
itself  to  make  such  a  notification  when  the  foct 
happens;  it  is  pledged  so  to  do  by  its  public  de- 
clarations; by  its  acknowledged  interpretations 
of  the  law  of  nations;  by  every  ace  which 
can  excite  a  universal  expectation  and  demand, 
that  it  shall  redeem  such  a  pledge.  Is  such 
an  expectation  peculiar  to  this  court?  Most 
unquestionably  not.  It  is  unirersally  felt  and 
universally  expressed.  What  are  the  expecta- 
tions signified  by  the  American  Gkivernmeot  in 
the  pubTio  correspondence  referred  to?  Net  that 
these  orders  would  beeome.sitently  extinct  under 
the  ioterpr.eta tions  of  this  court,  but  that  the 
S^te  would  rescind  and  revoke  them.  What  is 
the  expectation  expressed  ia  the  numerous  private 
letters  exhibited  to  the  court  amongst  the  papers 
found  on  board  this  class  of  vessels  7  Not  that 
the  British  orders  had  expired  of  themselves,  but 
that  they,  would  be  removed  and  repealed  by 
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pobije  aotboritjr.    If  I  took  upon  myielf  to  anai- 

Lilate  tbem  by  interpretatioQ,  I  should  act  in  op- 
position to  the  apprehension  and  judgment  of  all 
ptrU'es  concerped,  of  the  individuala  whose  pro- 
perty is  in  question,  and  of  the  American  Gor- 
eromcQt  itself,  which  is  bound  to  protect  them. 
Allusion  has  been  made  to  two  or  three  casea, 
in  which  this  court  is  said  to  have  exercised  a 
power  of  qualifying  and  moderating  the  general 
terms  of  an  Order  in  Council,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Lucy,  Taylor,  in  which  the  general  terms  of 
tbe  order  subjected  to  confiscation  all  ships  trans- 
ferred by  the  enemv^  to  neutrals  during  the  war; 
and  yet  this  court  neld  that  these  terms  did  not 
uteod  to  prize  ships  so  transferred  by  the  eneaiy. 
But  what  was  tbe  ground  of  that  interpretation  ? 
It  was  this:  the  rule  itself  was  adoptea  from  the 
rule  of  tbe  enemy,  and  upon  a  principle  of  exact 
reuliition;  for  it  was  declared,  in  the  express 
terms  of  the  preamble  of  the  order,  that  it  was 
jostto  apply  the  same  rale  to  the  enemy  which 
e  was  in  toe  habit  of  applying  to  this  country. 
Aod  when  the  conrt  found,  upon  satisfactory  en- 
dence,  that  the  enemy  did  not  apply  any  such 
rule  to  prize  ships,  but  specially  exempted  them, 
it  would  have  pronounced  in  direct  contradiction 
to  tbe  arowed  principle  of  the  order  itself,  if  it 
bad  not  followed  the  enemy  in  this  acknowledged 
disiiuetioo.    It  has  likewise  been  urged  that  cases 


cases  in  which  the  coarts  of  thtt  coantrv  k$ive 
acted  upoi)  any  such  revocation.  The  onjv  case 
mentioned  was  that  of  the  New  Orleans  racket, 
and  it  was  brought  forward  in  such  a  way,  so  void 
of  all  authenticity,  and  of  all  accurate  detail  of 
particulars,  as  to  make  it  hardly  possible  for  me 
to  allude  to  it  with  any  propriety,  and  much  less 
with  any  legal  effect.  What  the  circumstances 
of  that  case  were,  in  what  form,  and  under  what 
authority,  and  on  what  account  released,  did  not 
at  all  appear ;  whether  at  all  applicable  to  the  pre* 
sent  question,  whether  a  mere  irregularity,  or  what 
was  its  real  character,  the  court  could  not  learn. 
This,  however,  is  matter  of  notprieiv.  that  these 
decrees  are  pronounced  fundamental  laws  of  the 
French  Empire  ;  that  they  were  declared  so  in 
their  original  formation  ;  and  that  they  have  been 
since  so  declared  repeatedly  and  recently,  long 
since  the  date  of  the  present  transactions.  The 
declaration  of  the  person  styling  himself  Duke  de 
Cadore  imports  no  revocation;  for  that  declara- 
tion imports  only  a  conditional  retraction,  and  this 
upon  conditions  known  to  be  impossible  to  be, 
complied  with.  It  has  been  urged  that  the  Ame- 
rican Government  has  considered  it  otherwise, 
and  has  so  declared  it  for  the  regulation  of  the 
conduct  of  the  people  of  that  country.  If  buch 
is  the  fact,  it  is  not  for  me  to  lose  sight  of  that 
respect  which  is  due  to  the  acts  of  a  foreign  Go  vern- 


may  be  found  in  which  the  court  has  presumed  qient,  so  far  as  to  question  the  propriety  of  any 
a  revocation,  though  no  such  revocation  has  been  interpretation  which  they  may  have  given  to 
profflulged.  And  ii  is  certainly  true  that  where  such  an  instrument.  But  when  the  effect  of  such 
ao  essential  change  in  the  circumstances  that  an  instrument  is  pressed  upon  ine  for  the  purpose 
occasioned  the  order  has.  in  effect,  extinguished  of  calling  for  my  decision,  I  must  be  allowed  to 
its  subject-matter,  and  that  change  of  circum-  ,  interpret  it  for  myself,  and  to  act  upon  that  inter- 


staoees  has  been  publicly  declared  by  the  State, 
the  court  has  not  thought  it  necessary  to  wait  for 
a  formal  revocation  itself.  In  the  case  of  the  Baltic 
order,  by  which,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes 
of  its  allies  in  the  war,  the  Government  of  this 
cooDtry  granted  an  immonity  from  the  molesta- 
tioQ  of  capture  in  that  sea  $  the  court  held  that 
order  to  be  revoked  when  the  State  had  declared 
that  most  of  those  to  whose  applications,  as 
allies,  that  indulgence  had  been  granted,  had 
cbanged  the  character  of  allies  for  that  of  ene- 
mies. It  was  quite  unnecessary  to  wait  for  such 
special  revocatioOi  when,  by  the  general  declara- 
tion of  war,  all  hostilities  had  been  authorized 
against  them. 

Admitting,  however,  that  there  may  be  cases  of 
presamed  revocation,  does  it  follow  that  this  is. 
with  any  propriety,  to  be  considered  as  one  of 
those  cases  1  The  novelty  of  these  Orders  in 
Council,  the  magnitude,  the  complexity,'  the  ex- 
traordinary nature  of  the  facts  to  which  they  owe 
ibeir  origin,  the  atiention  which  they  called  for 
and  excited  both  at  home  and  abroad,  the  pledges 
given  by  this  State  and  accepted  by  other  States, 
all  disqualify  this  court  from  taking  upon  itself 
to  apply  a  presumed  revocation  in  any  such  case. 

Supposing,  ho^wever,  that  the  court  felt  itself  at 
liberty  to  accept  as  satisfactory  other  evidence 
of  a  sincere  retraction  of  the  French  decrees,  what 
is  tbe  amount  of  the  evidence  offered  ?  No  edict, 
no  public  declaration  of  repeal,  nq  reference  to 


pretation.  And  to  me  it  appears,  that  the  decla- 
ration, clogged  as  it  is  with  stipulations  known  to 
be  beyond  the  reach  of  all  rational  hope  of  any 
possible  compliance^  is  in  effect  a  renunciation  of 
any  serious  purpose  of  repealing  those  decrees.  I 
think  I  might  invoke  theauihgrity  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  for  denying  to  this 
French  declaration  the  effect  or  an  absolute  're- 
peal, when  I  observe  that  the  period  which  they 
have  allowed  to  the  British  Government  for  re^ 
voking-  our  Orders  in  Council  extends  to  the  2d 
of  February ;  an  allowance  which  could  hardly* 
have  been  made  if  the  revocation  on  the  part  of 
France  had  really  taken  place  at  the  time  to 
which  that  declaration  purports  to  refer. 

In  the  absence  of  any  declaration  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  to  such  an  effect,  there  is  a  total 
failure  of  all  other  evidence  (if  the  court  were  at 
liberty  to  accept  other  evidence  as  saiisfactorvV 
that  the  French  decrees  had  been  revoked.  It  I 
were  driven  to  decide  upon  that  evidence,  inde- 
pendent of  all  evidence  to  be  regularly  furnished 
by  the  Government  under  whose  authority  I  sit, 
I  think  I  am  bound  to  pronounce  that  no  such  re- 
vocation has  taken  place,  and,  therefore^  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  subsist  in  perfect  justice  as 
well  as  in  complete  authority. 

It  is  incumbent  upon  me,  I  thf nk,  to  take  notice 
of  an  objection  of  Dr.  Herbert's  to  the  existence 
of  the  Orders  in  Council — namely :  that  British! 
subjects  are,  notwithstanding,  permitted  to  trade 
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Wiih  France,  and  that  a  blockade  which  excludes 

,  the  subjects  of  ail  other  countries  from  trading 
with  ports  of  the  edemy,  and  at  the  same  time 
permits  any  access  to  those  port^  to  the  subjects 
of  the  State  which  imposes  it,  is  irregular,  illegal, 
and  null.    And  I  agree  to  the  position,  that  a 

,  blockade,  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
commercial  monopoly  for  the  priraie  advantage 
of  the  State  which  lays  on  such  blockade,  is  ille- 
gal and  roid,  on  the  very  principle  upon  which  it 
is  founded.  But,  in  the  first  place,  (though  that 
is  matter  of  inferior  consideration))  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  such  trade  between  the  subjects 
of  this  country  and  France  is  generally  permit- 
ted. Licenses  have  been  granted,  certainly,  in  no 
inconsiderable  numbers;  but  it  never  has  been 
argued  that  particular  licenses  would  vitiate  a 
blockade.  If  it  were  material  in  the  present  case, 
it  might  be  observed  that  many  more  of  these  li- 
censes had^  been  granted  to  foreign  ships  than  to 
British  ship^  to  go  from  this  country  tp  France, 
and  to  return  here  from  thence,  with  cargoes. 
But,  secondly,  what  still  more  clearly  and  gener- 
ally takes  this  matter  out  of  the  reach  of  the  ob- 
jection, is  the  particular  nature  and  character  of 
this  blockade  of  France,  if  it  is  so  to  be  character- 
ized. Ii  is  not  an  original  independent  act  of 
blockade,  to,  be  governed  by  the  common  rules 
that  belong  simply  to  that  operation  of  war.  It 
is  in  this  instance  a  counteracting  reflex  measure, 
compelled  by  the  act  of  the  enemy,  and,  as  such, 
subject  to  other  considerations  arising  out  of  its 
peculiarly  distinctive  character.  France  declared 
that  (he  subjects  of  other  States  should  have  no 
access  to  England ;  England,  on  that  acjcount,  de« 
clared  that  the  subjects  of  other  States  should 
have  no  access  to  France.  So  far  this  retaliatory 
blockade  (if  blockade  it  is  to  be  called)  is  co-ex- 
tensive with  the  principle:  neutrals  are  probibit- 

.  ed  to  trade  with  France,  because  they  are  prohib- 
ited by  France  from  trading  with  England.  Eng* 
land  acquires  the  right,  which  it  would  not  other- 
wise possess,  to  prohibit  that  intercourse,  by  vir^ 
tue  of  the  act  of  France.    Having  so  acquired  it, 

'  it  exercises  it  to  its  full  extent,  with  entire  com- 
petence of  legal  authorii]r ;  a°<l?  having  so  done, 
*^  it  is  not  for  other  countries  to  inquire  how  far 
^  this  country  may  be  able  to  relieve  itself  further 
from  the  aggressions  of  that  enemy.  The  case  is 
settled  between  them  and  itself  hy  the  principle 
on  which  the  intercourse  is  prohibited.  If  the 
convenience  of  this  country,  before  this  prohibi- 
tion, required  some  occasional  intercourse  with 
the  enemy,  no  justice  that  is  due  to  other  coun- 
tries requires  that  such  an  intercourtie  should  be 
suspended  on  account  of  any  prohibition  imposed 
upon,  them  on  a  ground  so  totally  unconnected 
with  the  ordinary  principles  of  a  common  meas- 
ure of  blockade,  from  which  it  isthus  distinguish- 
ed by  its  retaliatory  character. 

The  last  question  is,  are  thereahy  circumstances, 
addressed  to  equitable  consideration,  that  can  re- 
lieve the  claimants  from  the  penal  effects  of  these 
Orders'?  Certainly,  if  any  could  be  urged  that 
arose  from  the  conduct  of  the  British  Government 
itself,  they  might  he  urged  with  a  powerful  and 


even  irresistible  effect ;  but  if  they  found  them- 
selves in  the  fraud  of  the  enemy,  or  in  the  misap- 
prehensions of  the  American  Government  in* 
dueed  by  the  fraud  of  the  enemy,  they  foand  no 
claim  on  the  British  Government  or  on  British 
tribunals.  In  the  one  case  they  must  resort  for 
redress  to  a  quarter  where,  I  fear,  it  is  not  to  be 
found — to  the  Government  of  the  enemy  ;  in  the 
other,  where,  I  presume,  it  is  to  be  found — to  the 
Government  of  their  own  country. 

Upon  the  declaration  of  the  American  Oovem- 
ment  I  have  iilready  said  as  much  as  consis«ts  with 
the  respect  which  I  am  bound  to  pay  tothedeclara- 
tion  of  a  foreign  Government  professedly  neutral. 
The  custom-houses  of  that  country,  say  the  claim- 
ants, cleared  us  out  for  France  publicly , and  w^i  thont 
reserve.  They  did  so;  but  they  left  the  claim- 
ants to  pursue  all  requisite  measures  for  their  own 
security,  in  expectation,  I  presume,  that  they 
would  inform  themselves,  by  legal  inquiry,  whe- 
ther the  blockade  continued  to  exist,  if  its  contin- 
uance was  uncertain.  That  it  was  perfectly  un- 
certain, in  their  own  apprehensions,  is  clear,  from 
the  tenor  of  these  letters  of  instructions  to  the  dif- 
ferent masters  of  these  vessels.  In  these  letters, 
which  are  numerous, all  is  problematical  between 
hope  and  fear — a  contest  between  the  desire  of 
getting  first  to  a  tempting  market  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  possible  hazard  of  British  capture  on  the 
other ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  eagerness 
of  mercantile  speculation  has  prevailed  over  the 
sense  of  danger.  In  such  a  state  of  mind«  acting 
npoo  circumstances^  the  parry  must  understand 
that  he  takes  the  chance  of  events — of  advantage 
if  the  event  which  he  hopes  for  has  taken  place, 
and  of  loss  if  it  has  not.  It  is  his  own  adven- 
ture, and  he  must  take  profit  or  loss  as  the  event 
may  throw  it  upon  him.  He  cannot  take  the  ad- 
vantage without  the  hazard  of  loss,  unles^'s  by  re- 
sorting to  British  ports  in  the  channel,  where  cer- 
tait)  information  maybe  obtained,  on  the  troth  of 
which  all  prospects  of  loss  or  profit  may  be  safely 
suspended.  On  the  British  Government  no  re- 
sponsibility can  be  charged.  They  were  bound 
to  revoke  as  soon  as  they  were  satisfied  of  the 
sincere  revocation  of  the  French  decrees.  Snch 
satisfaction  they  have  not  signified,  and  I  am 
bound  to  presume  that  no  such  satisfaction  is  felt. 
With  respect  to  the  demand  of  warning,  the  Or- 
ders themselves  ar^  full  warning.  They  are  the 
most  formal  admonitions  that  could  be  given,  and, 
being  given  and  unrevoked,  they  require  no  sub- 
sidiary notice. 

On  the  grounds  of  the  present  evidence,  I  there- 
fore see  no  reason  to  hold  the  claimants  discharged; 
but  I  do  not  proceed  to  an  ultimate  decision  upon 
their  interests  till  I  see  the  effect  of  that  addition- 
al evidence  which  is  promised  to  be  prodnced 
upon  the  fact  of  the  French  retraction  of^heir  de- 
crees, said  to  have  been  very  rec-otly  received 
from  Paris  by  the  American  Charg6  d'Affaires  ia 
this  country.  Having  no  official  means  of  com- 
munication with  foreign  Ministers,  I  shall  hope 
to  receive  the  information  in  a  regular  manner, 
through  the  transmission  of  the  British  offices  of 
3tate.-^[Final  adjudication  suspended.] 


1749 


APPBNDIX. 


1750 


Um^ 


f^^mmi^um 


RdatiwiM  ttith  Ordat  Britain, 


=s=9: 


Bxtrad^Mr.  i«hn  8.  Smith  to  the'SeereUry  of  State. 

London,  June  6. 1811. 
Enclosed  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  ad- 
dressed to  Lord  Welleslef  oq  the  5th  instaot.  I 
bad  delayed  makioe  this  coromunicatioa,  la  the 
hope  that  I  should  do  it  at  the  interview  which  he 
bad  promised  oae^and  which  I  a^ain  requested  on 
the  3d  instant.  I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
enter  at  length  into  a  subject  which  has  been  so 
often  and  so  ably  discussed,  and  on  which  nothing^ 
has  been  left  to  add.  I  shall,  however,  enter  into 
any  explanations  that  may  be  necessary  when  I 
again  see  his  Lordship. 

[Encloned  in  the  preceding.] 
Mr.  Johe  Spear  Smith  to  Loid  Welledey» 
18,  Bentuvok  Street,  June  5,  1811. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate 
to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  an  act  passed  du.r- 
log  the  last  session  of  Congress,  which,  though  it 
reaews  certain  parts  of  the  non-intercourse  law 
against  this  country,  yet  it  carefully  gives  to  the 
President  the  authority  to  repeal  it,  ''when  Great 
Briiaio  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as 
that  tbey  shall  cease  to  violate  the. neutral  com- 
merce of  the  United  Stales."  In  ttiis,  as  well  as 
in  other  provisions  of  the  act,  His  Majesty's  Gfov- 
eromeDt  cannot  fail  to  observe  the  invariable  dis- 
position of  the  United  States  to  preserve  bar* 
mony  with  Great  Britain,  and  to  re-establish  that 
happy  intercourse  between  the  two  nations  which 
it  IS  so  much  the  interest  of  both  to  cultivate ;  and 
the  President  confidently  expects  that  His  Majes- 
ty will  not  hesi'tate  to  abandon  a  system,  always 
urged  to  be  merely  retaliatory,  now  that  its  causes 
have  ceased  to  exist. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Lordship  that 
the  gentleman  who  will  be  the  bearer  of  my  de- 
s[atcbes  to  the  United  States  in  the  John  Adams, 
vili  leave  town  on  Friday  evening,  and  that  I 
shall  be  happy  to  forward,  by  the  same  occasion, 
any  despaicnes  that  your  Lordship  may  wish  to 
send  to  the  United  States.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c.  J,  S.  SMITH. 


^B 


Bxliact—Mr.  J.  8.  South  to  the  SecreUiy  of  Bute. 

London,  June  16, 1811. 

On  the  9th  instant,  the  day  after  Mr.  Hamilton 
left  town  with  my  despatches,  I  received  the  en- 
eloted  note  from  Lord  Wellesley,  appointing  Tues- 
day the  lltfa  to  see  me  at  his  bouse.  I  imn>edi- 
ately  wrote  to  Captain  Dent  to  detain  the  fVigate 
ODttl  he  beard  from  nie  again,  but  he  had  sone  to 
lea  before  rov  letter  reached  Cowes,  and  I  am 
now  compelled  to  send  this  by  another  oppor- 
iQoity. 

I  waited  on  Lord  Wellesley  according  to  bis 
appoiDtment.  He  conomenced  the  conversation 
by  observing,  that,  whenerer  there  was  anything 
of  importance  to  be  commanicated.  it  was  better 
to  do  it  in  writing,  as,  when  merely  verbal,  it  was 
liable  to  be  misunderstood ;  that  he  did  not  mean 
anything  personal  to  me ;  that  the  same  rule  was 
observed  with  the  other  foreign  agents  here,  and 
wu  eustonaary.    I  replied  that  I  was  ready  to 


pursue  this  system ;  that,  in  the  note  which  I  had 
written  him,  enclosing  the  non-importation  act,  I 
had  not  gone  into  a  lengthy  discussion,  as  that, 
whateyer  I  might  say,  would  be  only  a  recapito* 
laiion  of  what  had  so  often  been  written.  I, 
however,  proceeded  to  explain  the  new  act,  and 
to  remark  to  him  the  particularly  amicable  na- 
ture of  the  second  section  of  it ;  that  I  conceived 
this  to  be  a  most  favorable  opportunity  for  Oreat 
Britain  to  abandon  her  system  of  restrict  ions,  and 
particularly  at  this  moment,  when  I  h^d  commu- 
nicated practical  instances  of  the  repeal  of  the 
obnoxious  measures  of  France.  He  said  that  he 
did  not  think  they  would  do  anything  before  they 
heard  from  Mr.  Foster,  who  had  full  instructions 
upon  this  and  the  other  points  in  dispute. 

I  turned  the  conversation  to  the  subject  of  your 
letter  of  the  22J  Df  January,  and  asked  him  if  Mr. 
Pinkney  had  giveii  any  explanations  about  the 
taking  possession  of  West  Florida?  He  replied, 
that  the  first  he  had  heard  of  it  was  through  Mr. 
Morier,  though  he  had  reason  to  expect  some- 
thing from  Mr.  Pinkney;  that  Mr.  Foster,  how- 
ever, was  instructed  on  this  point;  and  asked  if 
East  Florida  was  included  in  these  instructions? 
I  replied,  that  it  was.  I  then  communicated  to 
him  the  substance  of  your  letter,  and  explained, 
with  franknessjtheintentioosofthe  United  States. 
He  expressed  his  wii^h  that  this,  as  well  as  the 
other  subjects,  should  lay  over  until  they  heard 
from  America. 

T  showed  him  the  letter  of  the  President  to  His 
Majesty,  containing  Mr.  Pinkney's  permission  to 
return.  He  said  that  it  would  be  proper  that  I 
should  write  htm  a  note,  enclosing  this  letter,  and 
requesting  him  to  present  it  to  the  Prince  Re- 
gent. 

The  yessel  detained'  here  under  the  Orders  in 
Council  have  not  yet  been  finally  condemned, 
and  I  represented  to  Lord  Wellesley,  how  im-? 
portant  it  was  that  they  should  be  released,  or  that 
thev  should  be  still  suspended.  He  said  that  be 
desired  it  also ;  but  that,  private  rights  being  con- 
cerned, it  was  difficult  for  Government  to  inter- 
fere fur  their  longer  suspension. 

I  am  induced  to  believe  that  they  will  wait  un- 
til they  hear  from  Mr.  Foster, 

John  Spear  Smith,  Esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of 

the  United  Sutes. 

London,  June  27, 1811. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  final 
decision  of  Sir  William  Scott,  in  the  case  of  the 
Fox  and  others. 

The  court,  on  Tuesday  last,  the  35th  instant, 
condemned  the  remaining  American  vessels  cap- 
tured under  the  Orders  in  Council.  As  soon  as 
I  can  procure  a  correct  list  of  them,  I  will  have 
the  honor  to  forward  it.  The  seamen  who  are 
left  destitute  by  these  condemnations,  will  be  taken 
care  of  by  Qeneral  Lyman.  They  are,  oi'  course, 
numerous. 

Sir  WiIiiam^Seotf9  Senience^  in  the  ease  of  the  Fox^  4e. 

Sia  William  Scott.-— As  the  claimants  have 
ikiled  to  product  anry  eTidcooe  of  the  revocatioa 
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of  the  Frencb  decrees,  and  have  oothing  ta  offer 
as  the  foundation  of  a  demand  for  further  time,  I 
must  conform  to  what  I  declared  on  a  former  day, 
and  proceed  to  make  the  decree  effectual.  1 
chould  certainly  have  been  extremely  glad  to 
have  received  anv  authentic  information  tending 
to  show  that  the  decrees  of  France,  to  which  these 
Orders  in  Council  are  retaliatory,  had  been  re- 
voked ;  and  it  was  upon  a  suggestion,  offered  on 
the  part  of  the  claimants,  that  despatches  had 
been  very  recently  received  from  Paris  bv  the 
American  Minister  in  this  country,  by  which  the 
fact  might  be  ascertained,  th^t  th^  court  on  the 
former  day  deferred  its  final  judgment.  It  would 
have  been  unwilling  to  proceed  to  the  condem- 
nation of  these  ves&els,  without  giving  the  pro- 
nrietprs  the  opportunity  of  showing  that  the 
Frencb  decrees,  on  which  our  Orders  in  Council 
are  founded,  had  been  revoked.  But  they  admit 
that  they  have  no  such  evidence  to  produce;  the 
property  of  the  ships  and  cargoes  is  daily  deteri- 
.  orating;  and  it  is  my  dutv  to  delay  no  longer  the 
judgment  which  is  called  for  on  the  part  of  the 
captors. 

From  every  thing  that  roust  have  preceded,  and 
from  everything  tbi^t  must  have  followed,  4be  re- 
vocation of  the  French  decrees,  if  sucli  revocation 
had  uken  place,  I  think  I  am  justified  in  pro- 
nouncing that  no  such  event  has  ever  occurred. 
The  only  document  referred  to  on  behalf  of  the 
claimants,  is  the  letter  of  the  person  styling  him- 
8e)f  Due  de  Cadore.  That  letter  is  nothing  more 
than  a  conditional  revocation :  it  contains  an  al- 
ternative proposed,  either  that  Great  Britain  shall 
not  only  revoke  her  Orders  in  Council,  but  like- 
wise renounce  her  principles  of  blockade^— prin- 
ciples founded  upon  the  ancient  and  established 
law  of  nations;  or  that  America  sball  qause  her 
neutral  rights  to  be  respected ;  in  other  words, 
that  she  shall  join  France  in  a  compulsive  con- 
federation against  this  country.  Ii  is  quite  im- 
possible that  England  should  renounce  her  prin- 
ciples of  blockade,  to  adopt  the  new-fangled  prin- 
ciples of. the  French  Government,  which  are 
absolute  novelties  in  the  law  of  nations ;  and  I 
hope  it  is  eaually  impossible  that  America  should 
lend  herself  to  a  hostile  attempt  to  compel  this 
country  to  renounce  those  principles  on  which 
it  has  acted,  in  perfect  conformity  to  ancient 
practice  and  the  known  law  of  nations,  upon  the 
mere  demand  of  the  person  holding  the  Govern- 
ment of  France.  The  casus  f(Bderus,  tfaerefore, 
if  it  may  be  so  called,  does  not  exist ;  the  condi- 
tions on  which  alone  France  holds  out  a  prospect 
of  retracting  the  decrees,  neither  are  or  can  be 
fulfilled.  tx)okiog  at  the  question,  therefore,  a 
priori^  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  the  revocation 
nas  passed.  On  the  other  hand,  what  must  have 
followed,  if  such  had  been  the  fact?  Why,  that 
the  Ameripan  Minister  in  this  country  must  have 


been  in  possession  of  most  dedaivatvideoce  apoa 
the  subject,  for  I  cannot  but  suppose  that  the  first 
step  of  the  American  Minister  at  Paris  would 
have  been  to  apprize  the  American  Minister  at 
this  Court  of  so  momentous  a  circumstance,  with 
a  view  to  protect  the  American  ships  and  cargoes 
which  had  been  brought  in  under  the  British  Or- 
ders in  Council.  If  no  such  information  has  been 
received  by  him^  there  never  was  a  case  in  which 
the  rule,  **  de  non  apparentHnts  einonejrisienttbiti 
eadem  est  ratio^^  can  more  satisfactorily  apply. 
For  it  is  quite  impossible  that  such  a  revocatioa 
can  have  taken  place  without  being  attended 
with  a  clear  demonstration  of  evidence  that  socli 
was  the  fact. 

I  am,  therefore^  upon  every  view  of  ibe  case, 
of  opinion  that  the  Freiich  decrees  are,  at  this 
moment,  unrevoked.  But  if,  by  any  possibilitf. 
it  can  have  happened  that  an  actual  revocatioa 
has  taken  place  against  the  manifest  import  of 
the  only  public  French  declaration  referred  to, 
and  without  having  been  yet  eomnianicated  to 
the  American  Minister  in  this  country,  who  wis 
so  much  concerned  to  know  it,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  persons  for  whose  protection  it  must  hare 
been  principally  meant,  the  parties  will  have  the 
Sdvaniage  of  the  fact^  if  they  can  show,  opon  ao 
appeal,  that  those  decrees  have  been  revoked  ai 
a  time  and  in  a  manner  that  could  justly  be  ap- 
plied to  the  determination  of  these  caases — re- 
voked at  a  period  which  would  reach  the  dates  of 
this  capture,  and  in  a  manner  unencumbered  with 
stipulations  which  it  was  well  known  this  coun- 
try could  never  accept,  and  to  which  there  wv 
every  reason  to  presume  that  the  justice  of  Amer- 
ica could  never  permit  her  to  accede,  upon  the 
refusal  of  Great  Britain.  On  such  a  state  of  evi- 
dence the  claimants  will  carry  up  with  them  to 
the  superior  court  the  principle  that  miffht  enti- 
tle them  to  protection,  according  to  the  view 
which  this  court  has  taken  of  the  subject.  Bot 
things  standing  as  they  do  before  me — all  the 
parties  having  acted  in  a  manner  that  leads  ne- 
cessarily to  the  conclusion  that  no  6ona  Jicie  rero- 
catioo  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  has  taken 
place^— I  must  consider  these  cases  as  falling  with- 
m  the  range  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coaneil,  and. 
as  such,  they  are  liable  to. condemnation. 


Extract-4f  r.  f .  8.  Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  Sutsw 

LONOON  Julji  10,  1811. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  American  vessels  that 
have  been  condemned  at  the  Late  sittings  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  j  two  only  of  them  have  not 
yet  been  decided  upon.  They  will,  however,  share 
the  same  fate  as  the  others.  Vessels  and  cargoes 
will  be  sold,  and  the  money  deposited  in  court  to 
await,  for  twelve  months,  the  appeal  of  the  capiar- 
ed|  from  which  very  little  is,  I  tear,  to  be  expected. 
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Relations  with  Oreat  Britain. 

i 

IReferred  to  in  the  despatch  of  J.  S.  eknith,  of  July  10,  1811.] 

• 

• 

SSTnCATin  COST. 

Veiserf  nuno* 

Captain. 

Prom  whence. 

Cargo. 

VesseL 

Cargo. 

•BrifFox    . 

Porter 

Beaton 

Colonfail  produce,  dec 

•10,000 

•29,600 

^SehoonerBeteey* 

Lindaey     • 

Marblehead 

Piah  and  oil      •   .    - 

8,600 

21,600 

*8cfaooaer  if uy  • 

DeVlBMBX    - 

Do. 

Fiah,  green       .... 

2,000 

1,800 

•aclKMNier  P0U7   . 

Viekeiy     • 

Do» 

Fiah,  green       -       - .      -       . 

2t000 

1,800 

*8chooiMr  Ann    - 

DolUber     - 

Do. 

Fiah^  green       *       «        .       ;. 

2,000 

1,800 

*8du)oner  Woodbvi^ 

Kimman    • 

Boaton      - 

Piah,  oil»  eokmial  prodoee,  dbe.  - 

8,600 

7,000 

*8hip  Dannbo 

Piem  .     - 

New  York' 

Cotton,  riee»  colonial  proddce     - 

20,000 

86,000 

•Brig  Mitiiaa       •        * 

Lee  -      ,. 

Boatoia      • 

Cotton,  fiah,  tobacco,  teaa,  nan- 

\2fm 

26,000 

• 

keena. 

*Bn9£]in  -        .       - 

Corgie 

Phflad'a     . 

Peltry  and  cotton      •   .    • 

8,000 

38,000 

*81up  Adolphoi    - 

Brevort      - 

New  York  - 

Tobacco,  pelti^,  dec.  -       •       *. 

20,000 

46,000 

^Schooner  Two  Sjsttni 

Bridget 

Marblehead 

Fiah,  green       •        -    .    • 

2,000 

U800 

'Brig  Garlind       > 

Haff-        - 

New  York  - 

Cotton,  ivory,  dyewood 

8,000 

30,000 

•«up  BetMT 

Milwood    - 

Norfolk      - 

Tobacco    ...... 

8.000 

21,600 

•BrigJtTa  - 

Stacy 

Boeton 

Tiah,  dry  -        ^        .        .        . 

12,800 

7,600 

•Ship  Projector     - 

Brown 

Now  York - 

Cotton,  ivory,  dbc.     ... 

8,000 

80,000 

•Brig  Beaotj 

Morria       - 

Phxiad'a     . 

Cotton,  colonial  produce,  dfcc.    - 

17,000 

20,000 

'ShipChtrleston  Packet 

Wefika       - 

Do. 

Cotton,  peltry,  d^c.    «        .        . 

10,000 

26,000 

•Ship  Rebecca 

Tobef 

New  York  • 

Cotton,  augar,  coffee  ... 

16,000 

30,000 

t^hip  Andravr 

Coggfina    - 

Bayonno   - 

Brandy,  wine,  dry  gooda   > 

12,000 

26,000 

tShipRosein  Bl^om    - 

Allot 

Do. 

1,800  galls,  brandy,  Sll  pack,  dry 
goods,  widi  American  seamen' 

8,000 

16,000 

!8ebooQer  Lydia  • 

VelhaiQ     * 

Bordeanz  - 

Biandy,  wine,  ailks  ... 

8,600 

14,000, 

fJhip  Eleanor 

Kempton'  - 

SaTannah  - 

Cotton,  rioa,  tohacoo  •    ,   - 

8,000 

20,000 

^hooner  Helen  - 

Elklna       - 

Marblehead 

Fiah  and  oil      - 

3,600 

4,000 

Brig  Telemaehiw 

Berry 

Bordeaux  - 

Brandy,  wine,  silks  •       . 

4,000 

6«000 

:  Schooner  Laik    - 

Clotttman  - 

Marblehead 

Fiah,^een       -        -        •.       • 

2,000 

1,800 

t^ip  Golden  T\eec€    - 

StUiman    * 

Charleston 

Cotton,  rice,  wax      •       -    .   - 

26,000 

46,000 

Ship  Looiaiana    - 

Richarda    • 

New  York  - 

Cotton      .        -        -       -       « 

7,50() 

16,000 

Biig  Fox    •        -        . 

Gooday      • 

New  York  • 

Cotton,  coSe,  sugar,  dec.  • 

16,000 

60,000 

*  Condemned  June  Ifl 

1,  1611.    t  Condemned  J«ne  81, 1811.  •  %  Condemned  July  fi»  1 

811.    Th 

etwolaaC 

luTenothadatriaL 

liarg^  d'Affaira 

^^^^^^^^^■^^^^^^^^ 

suhjfiot, 

Mr.JoiuiBMBr  Smith,  CI 
tM8utea,tothft 

• 

a  of  the  UAi- 

from  his  (jordahip  on  the  same 

which.  I 

SeeretHTf  rfS 

tate. 

leceiveA  last  ereaiof.* 

. 

London,  July  22, 1810. 

Sir:  I  hare  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  Mr. 
RosselPs  letter  to  me  of  the  14(h  iostaot,  which 
cootaios  theacreeable  intelligence  of  the  release 
of  three  of  the  captured  American  vessels.  I 
sitall  communicate  its  substance  to  this  Govern- 
^eot  without  the  formality  of  ^jk  official  note, 
sQpposiog  that  Mr.  Foster  is  Ailly  iostrupted  on 
^u  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  that 
*^thiiig  I  might,  under  these  circumstaoces, 
oner,  would  be  attended  with  no  advantage.  I 
^eloie  also  a  letter  from  Mr.  Russell,  of  the  5th 
laauai,*    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  S.  SMITH. 

^^^^nct^Mr.  J.  8.  Smith  to  the  Secielaiy  of  State  of 
the  United  Statea. 

London,  August.  15, 1811. 
1  bare  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  Lord  Wei- 
(•ley's  answer  to  my  note,  coveridg  Mr.'Russeli's  i 
inter  of  the  14th  of  July ;  and  also  another  fiiote } 


Mc  Monroe  to  Mr.  RnsaelL 

DBFAKTireifT  OP  Statb,  Myitis  181  J. 

Biar^Tfus  letter  will  he  delivered  to  you  by 
Mr.  Barlow;  who  is  appointed  to  repr^ent  the 
United  Statea  at  Paris,  as  their  Minister  Pieni* 
potentiary.  You  will  deliver  to  him  the  jwpers 
ID  your  possession,  and  giv^e  him  all  the  informa- 
tion in  yoor  power,  relative  to  our  affairs  with 
the  French  Government. 

The  President  has  instructed  me  to  communi- 
cate to  you  his  approbation  of  your  conduct  in 
the  discbarge  of  the  dutiee  which  devolved  on 
you,  as  Charg6  d'Aflaires  iat  Paris,  after  the  de- 
parture of  General  Armstrong,  which  I  execute 
with  pleasure.  As  ati  evidence  of  his  confidence 
and  6ivorable  disposition,  he  has  appointed  voU 
loihe  same  trust  in  Loudon,  fdr  which  I  enclose 

k.      • 

J     V    J-tl_.  .    .  ^      -     -  ■,,■>■■,,.  ■  I  ■ 

*  The  papers  enclosed  in  these  letters  make  part  of 
the  enclosUrca  In  Mr.  Monroe's  letter,  to  Mr.  Foiter,of 
the  17Ui  of  Octobtt,  and  are  printed  with  it.    ,  > 
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RdfUiamB  wiih  Great 


^:ix: 


you  ft  connmission.  It  is  hoped  thai  it  m^j  soit 
your  coDVeDieoce  to  repair  to  that  Court,  and  to 
remain  there  until  a  Minister  shall  be  appointed, 
which  will  be  done  as  soon  as  the  Congress  con- 
Tenes.  The  frigate  which  takes  Mr.  Barlow  to 
France  will  pass  on  to  some  port  in  Holland  to 
execute  a  particular  instruction,  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  our  debt  in  that 
cbuDtry.  She  will  then  return  to  France,  and 
take  yoQ  to  such  English  port  as  may  be  most 
convenient  to  you. 

Your  services  in  France  will  have  tfiv^  you 
tnch  knowledge  of  your  duties  at  Lon(K>o,  that  I 
shall  not  go  into  detail  tn  thiscoromoaication  re* 
speeting  them.  It  is  wished  and  expected  that 
yoo  and  Mr.  Barlow  will  eoramunieate  fully  on 
the  subject  of  y^our  respective  duties,  and  co-op- 
erate together  jo  the  ineasures  which  are  deemed 
necessary  to  promote  the  jilst  objects  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  with  the  countries  in  which  you  will 
respectively  represent  them. 

You  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  notes  of  Mr, 
Foster  on  se?eral  important  topics,  and  ray  an** 
swers  to  them,  particularly  on  the  British  Orders 
in  Cpuncil;  tne  possession  taken  by  the  United 
States  of  certain  parts  of  West  Florida ;  and  the 
kte  encounter  between  the  United  States  frigate, 
the  Presiident,  and  the  British  sloop  of  war,  the 
Little  Belt.  It  is  hoped  that  the  British  Grovern- 
ment  will  proceed  to  revoke  its  Orders' in  Couo« 
cil,  and  thus  restore,  in  all  respects,  the  friendly 
relation  which  would  be  so  advantageous  to  boin 
countries.  The  papers  relative  to  West  Florida 
tfhow  the  ground  on  which  chat  question  rests. 
The  affair  of  the  Little  Belt  cannot  excite  much 
feeling,  as  it  is  presumed,  in  England;  the  ehase 
was  begun  by  the  British  captain;  he  fired  the 
first  «hot  and  the  first  broadside ;  to  whioh  it  may 
bo  added  that  ihe  occurrence  took  place  near  our 
coast,  which  is  sometimes  infested  by  vessels  from 
ihe  West  Indies,  without  commissions,  and  even 
for  piratical  purposes.  It  seems  to  be  a  riffht  in- 
separable from  the  sovereignty  of  the  United 
States,  to  ascertain  the  character  and  nation  of 
the  vessels  which  hang  on  their  coast.    An  in- 

Soiry  is  ordered  into  Commodore  Rodgers'  con- 
^  net,  at  his  request,  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing all  the  facts  appertaining  to  this  occnrrence, 
X  on  will  1^  aUowed  an  outfit  for  Paris,  and 
half  an  outfit  to  take  you  to  London. 

Should  you,  by  any  circdmslance.  be  unable  (o 
proceed  to  London,  which  would  be  a  cause  of 
regret,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  transmit,  by  a 
special  messenger^  the  papers  forwarded  for  you  to 
Mr.  Smith,  who,  in  that  event,  wiU  renoaiu  there. 
Yoo  will  receive,  enclosed,  a  letter  to  Mr.  Smith, 
to  be  delivered  to  him  in  case  you  go  to  London, 
as  it  is  wished  that  your  removal  to  London 
should  not  be  imputed  to  a  want  of  due  respect 
for  him.       I  have  the  honor,  d&c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Extract— Mr.  Rnssall  to  the  Secretary  ef  State. 

London,  A^.  88,  1811. 
I  hav^  the  honor  to  inform'  you  that  I  reached 
London  on  the  13th  of  this  nionth,  and  on  the 


15lh  waited  on  the  Marqtiia  Wellesley.  in  pnrra. 
ance  of  his  appointment.  His  Lord>bip  siid  it 
was  very  uncertain  when  he  should  be  able  to 
present  me  to  the  Prince  Regent,  as  His  Royal 
Highness  had,  the  day  before,  met  with  so  acci- 
dent at  Oatlands,  which  might  prevent  hisretoro 
to  town  for  some  time. 

Our  conversation  was  of  a  very  general  char- 
acter, and  did  not  embrace  with  precision  any  of 
the  questions  In  agitation  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. His  Lordship  once  observed  that  he  hoped, 
in  the  course  of  fire  or  six  weeks  we  might  hare 
some  omicabie  discussion  with  each  other. 

Until  I  am  otherwise  instroctcd)  1  sball  cosfioe 
myself  here  to  the  exercise  of  the  ordinary  doriei 
of  the  Legation.  After  the  proof  which  has  bra 
already  produced  of  the  revocation  of  the  Preocii 
decrees,  it  would  probably  do  no  good  for  me  to 
make  a  statement  on  that  snbject,  especially  as! 
have  nothing  new  to  offer.  Enough  has  already 
been  said  to  convince  those  who  were  not  predisr 
posed  to  resist  conviction. 

The  Constitution  left  Porumouth  on  the  21st 
instant  for  Cherbourg. 


Extract— MnMonroe,  SecreUry  of  8lata,toMr.RiiMlL 

N  Departiient  op  State,  Nov,  27, 1811. 

I  had  lately  the  honor  to  transmit  toyouscopf 
of  the  President's  Message  to  Congress  st  the 
commencement  of  the  session^  and  of  the  doca* 
menu  whioh  accompanied  it,  so  far  as  they  vert 
then  printed.  In  the  papers  now  sent,  yoo  will 
receive  a  complete  copy  of  that  highly  interest* 
in^communication. 

Ton  will  see  br  these  documents  the  grooad 
which  has  been  taxen  by  the  Bxecutire,  io  coo- 
sequence  of  the  new  ground  taken  by  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  Orders  in  Council  are  considered  as 
war  on  our  commerce,  #nd  to  continue  until  the 
Continental  market  is  opened  to  British  prodacts, 
which  may  not  be  pending  the  present  war  la 
Europe.  The  United  Stttes  i^nnot  allow  Great 
Briun  to  regulate  their  trade,  nor  tan  they  be 
content  with  a  trade  to  Great  Britain  only,  whose 
markets  are  already  sarcharged  with  their  pro- 
ductions. . 

The  United  States  are,  therefore,  reduced  to  tne 
dlleoima  either  of  abandoning  their  eomoerc^ 
or  of  resorting  to  other  means  more  likely  to  ob- 
tain a  respect  for  their  rights.  Between  these  al- 
ternatives, there  can  be  little  cause  for  hesttiiw"- 

It  will  be  highly  satisfactory  to  lesrn  ib«  « 
change  in  the  policy  of  Great  Oriuin  sfasU  m^.| 
taken  place,  and  it  is  expected  that  you  will  b^*<< 
yourself  of  every  opportunity,  and  T>*^'^"**^lJ 
of  the  return  of  this  vessel,  to  coramonicate Jd 
most  full  and  correct  information  on  the  ^^^^ 

The  Hornet  will  land  a  me«enger  ia  F^oec, 
who  Ukes  despatches  to  onr  Minister lo  ran, 
after  which  she  will  proceed  to  Eo«l*°^'  *  * 
land  there  a  messenger  with  despatches  to  y  • 
It  is  desired  that. you  will  horry  her  («J"'*i, 
France,  with  the  greatest  expedition  po^We,  if«* 
whence  she  will  hasten  to  the  United  Suie** 
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Bdaiwm  with  Gnat  Britain* 


Eitiact— Mr.  KuMell  to  the  BtttUJj  of  SUte. 

London,  Dee.  83,  1811. 

Sinee  I  wrote  to  yoo  on  the  8Sd  ah.  nolhinfp 
new,  to  relation  to  the  United  Stntcfi,  hu  oectirred 
here. 

Ererytbin^  remains  lo  doubt  with  regard  to  a 
ebinfe  of  Ministers^  and  much  more  so  with  r^ 
gird  to  a  change  of  measures. 

I  have  not  heard  from  Mr.  Barlow  since  I  left 
France,  and  do  not  know  if  the  Constitution  has 
yet  left  that  coot) try. 

The  newspapers  which  I  transmit  you  here- 
vith  contain  the  late  occurrences,  and  to  those  I 
beg  leare  to  refer  you. 

£i(ract^Mr»  Rn^aeH  to  the  ^mntnj  of  State, 

LoNi>oN,  Jan.  10, 1812. 

Mr.  Tayloe,  ffae  measenger  hy  the  United  States 
ihip  Hornet,  arrired  in  town  dn  the  3d  of  this 
DODtb.  and  delit^ed  your  despatches,  i  regret 
tbat  1  have  nothing  of  a  satisfactory  ttatare  to 
eommimicate  to  yt>o,  in  return,  relative  to  a 
ebmfe  of  system  here.  I  have  detained  Mr. 
Tajrloe  a  few  days,  as  the  opening  of  Parliament 
aod  tbe early  debatea  might  indicate  the  spirit  and 
develope  the  Tiewa  of  the  Ministry  with  regard 

to  QS. 

I  hare  announced  to  the  Marquis  Welleslef 
that  the  messenger  will  leave  London  on-  the 
Utb  JDstant;  and  while  I  offered  to  take  charge 
of  an  f  despatches  which  his  Lordship  mifht  wish 
to  transmit  hy  him,  I  availed  myself  of  tbe  oc- 
easioo  to  state  the  high  satisfaction  it  would  af- 
ford me  to  be  able  to  communicate  to  tbe  Ameri- 
can Government,  by  the  same  opportunity,  the 
repeal,  or  such  modification  of  the  Orders  in 
Coobcil  violating  the  rights  of  thie  United  States, 
u  woQld  remove  the  great  obstacle  to  free  inter- 
coarse  and  perfect  hatraony  between  the  two 
eoufitries.  I  do  not,  however,  flatter  myself  tJyat 
thia  suggestion  will  produce  any  effect. 

£itnct — ^Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

LaMPOH,  Jam  H  IBIS. 

Biice  I  had  the  hovor  to  address  yoa  via  Lit* 
ttpsol,oa  the  lOtb  of  ibis  moath,  I  hare  reaaived 
M  rommunieation  from  this  Gtoveitinaot. 

The  ezpc^tacioD  of  a  ehanM^f  Mtoisttr,  whieh 
VIS  eonadeiitly  eutertMiied  «faw  weeia  sii^} 
9psars  to  have  vanished,  and  a  hope  of  the  ex; 
tiigoishmettt  of  the  Ofdeia  in  Canacil  la  Tary 
mocb^*-'  '"    • 


Mr.  Rmsell  lo  tbe  Secretaiy  of 

London^  Jan,  14, 1812. 

Sib  :  I  lament  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
announee  to  you,  by  the  return  of  Mr.  Tayloe, 
the  adoption  of  a  system  here  towards  the  Uni- 
ted States  more  just  and  reasonable  thatt  that  Of 
which  wa  now  complaif).  No  intimation  has 
been  gi^eii  to  me  of  an  intention  to  abandon  the 
offending  Orders  in  Council.  I  have  not.  hith<« 
erto,  made  any  representation  in  regard  to  these 
orders ;  and  if  they  are  to  be  persisted  in,  as  Mr. 
Foster  declares,  not  only  until  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decree*  be  entirely  abrogated,  but  until  we 
compel  tbe  French  Government  to  admit  ns  in 
France  with  the  manofaetuiies  and  produce  of 
Qreat  Britain  and  her  colonies,  it  must  be  uselesa 
to  say  anyihing  upon  tbe  aubjeipt.  The  reirolling 
extravagance  of  these  pre lensiona  is  too  manifesi 
to  be  the  aubject  of  argument;  and  the  very  al* 
tempt  to  reason  them  down  wonld  admil  that 
they  are  not  too  absurd  for  refutation. 

Should  Mr.  Barlow  furnbh  me  with  any  new 
evidence  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  French 
edicts,  eo  far  as  they  were  in  derogation  of  our 
rights,  I  shall  present  it  to  this  Gk)vernoient;  and« 
once  more^  however  unnecessary  it  may  appear, 
afford  it  an  opportunity  of  revoking  its  orders, 
which  can  no  longer  be  pretended  to  rest  on  our, 
acquiescence  in  the  decrees  of  its  enemy,  from  the 
unrighteous  operation  of  which  we  are  specially 
exempted. 

I  have  the  honor  fo  be,  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 


£ztri€t--Mr.  RttsseQ  to  the  SecreUry  of  State. 

LoHoojf,  Jan.  14, 181S, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  ^be  ceceipt  of 
yoQr  two  letters  of  the  S7th  Norembet  last* 
.  It  woald  have  afforded  me  the  highcsl  s^tisfac- 
lion  to  haTe  been  able  to.  communicate  to  yon. 
oythe  return  of  tbe  Hornet,  the  revocatioo  or 
H)s  Orders  in  Council.  Hitherto,  however,  there 
'■^  been  exhibited  hare  no  itspoeitjon  to  repeal 


Mr.  Bussell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

^  LoNOON,  Jan.  22, 1812. 

Sir:  Yesterday  I  uiiderstood  the  case  of  the 
FeroalCj  one  of  the  vessels  captured  under  the 
Orders  in  Council,  came  to  trial  before  Sir  Wil-* 
Itam  Scott.  He  ryected  a  motion  for  time  to- 
produce  evidence  of  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  inrekUion  to  the  United  Staiee. 
and  suggested  that  there  wnnld  be  a  question  of 
laW(  if  such  reyocatioi^  when  ahown,  ^  would  ha 
considered  by  the  Brituh  Qovernmeot  as  suffi- 
cient to  require  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coon* 
oil ;  at  any  rate,  that  he  was  bound  to  consider 
these  orders  to  be  in  force  uoiil  their  repeal  should 
be  notified  to  him  by  this  Govarnmenu  The  Fc* 
male  was  condemned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

Hon.  JAMsa  Monboe,  &c. 


Eztract-^Mr.  Rnasell  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale. 

^      London,  Jan.  25, 1812. 

Since  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on.  the 
14th  instant  by  the  Hornet,  I  have  received  no 
communication  either  from  vVashington  or  Paris^ 

The  Hornet  did  not  leave  Cowes  uptil  the  ISth, 
owing,  I  presume  to  theindisposiiion  of  the  cap* 
tain,  whom  I  understand  to  nave  been  very  ilL 
I  disihissed  Mr.. Tayloe  here  on  the  14th. 
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Eztnet— Mr.  RiiMell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

LoiTDON,  Feb.  3, 1812. 

Since  I  had  the  honor  to  addrest  yon  on  the 
25th  ultimo,  I  have  received  your  communioa- 
tions  of  the  20th  Decemher,  throagb  the  good 
offides  of  Mr.  Foster. 

While  I  lament  the  necessity,  as  I  most  sin* 
c^rely  do,  of  the  course  indicated  by  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress,  yet  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  that 
it  will  be  pursoea  with  vigor*  and  unanimity.  I 
am  persuaded  that  this  Qovernmeot  has  presum- 
ed much  on  ovir  weakness  and  divisions,  and  that 
it  continues  to  believe  that  we  have  not  energy 
and  union  enough  to  malm  efficient  war. 

I  have  this  moment  learned  that  the  Hornet  has 
returned  from  Cherbourg  to  Co  wee;  and  I  under* 
stand  by  a  leuer  from  the  Consnl  therei  that  ttiere 
is  a  Mr.  Porter  on  board  with  despatches  from 
Mr.  Barlow  for  this  Legation,  but  he  has  not  yet 
made  his  appearance  here.  I  am  obliged  to  close 
this  letter  withovl  waitings  for  him,  as  Tunde^ 
stand  the  next  post  may  not  arrive  at  Liverpool 
in  season  for  the  Orbit. . 


Mr.  Russell  to  the  SecreitaTy  ef  Bute. 

London^  teh,  %  1612. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you^  en- 
closed, a  copv  of  a  letter,  dated  the  29th  ultimo, 
from  Mr.  Barlow,  and  a  copy  of  the  note  in  which 
I  yesterday  eommunicated  that  letter  to  the  Mar- 
quis Weltesley. 

Although  the  proof  of  the  revocation  of  the 
French  decrees  contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Bsrlow,  is,  when  talcen  by  itself,  of  no  very  con- 
clusive character,  yet  it  ouj^ht,  when  connected 
with  that  previously  exhibited  to  this  Qovern^ 
ment,  to  be  admitted  as  satisfactorilv  establishing 
that  revocation,  and  in  this  view  I  have  thought 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  present  it  here. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

[JSndosed  in  Mr.  Russell's  letter  of  Feb.  9th,  laiS.^. 

.  Mr.  Bsriow  to  Mr.  RuBsell. 

Paris,  Jan,  29, 1812. 
Sir  :  Theship  Acastus,  Captain  Coffee,  from 
Norfolk,  bound  to  Tonniogen  with  tobacco,  had 
been  boarded  by  an  English  frigate,  and  was  taken 
by  a  French  privateer,  and  brought  into  Fficamp 
for  the  fact  of  having  been  so  boarded.  This 
was  in  November  last.  On  the  2d  df  December 
I  stated  the  facts  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano ;  and  In 
a  few  days  after  the  ship  and  cargo  were  ordered 
by  the  Emperor  to  be  restored  to  the  owners,  on 
condition  that  she  had  not  violated  the  French 
navigation  laws,  which  latter  question  was  seat 
to  the  Council  of  Prizes  to  determine.  The 
Council  determined  that  no  such  violation  had 
taken  place,  and  the  ship  and  cargo  were  defini- 
tively restored  to  Captain  Coffee. 
•  To  the  above  fact  I  can  add,  thatsitice  my  res- 
idence here,  several  American  vessels  with  car- 
goes have  arrived  and  been  admitted  in  the  ports 
of  France,  after  having  touched  in  England,  the 
fact  being  declared;  and  there  is  no  instance 


within  that  period  of  a  vessel,  in  either  of  tiie 
cases  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  being  d^ 
t^n^d  or  moleatad  by  the  Freneh  QoYtrament 
I  have  the  hoftor  to  be,  ^dtc. 

J.  BARLOW. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  RusmU's  letter  of  Feb.  9th,  1811] 
Mr.  Rtuaell  ta  the  Maiqnv  WeBeriey. 

LoNDOif,  Tth.  8, 1813. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  haod 
to  your  Lordship  the  eopy  of  a  letter  addressed  lo 
me,  on  the  29th  of  last  month,  by  Mr.  Barlow,  tU 
American  Minister  at  Paris. 

I  have  fek  some  hesitation  in  commnaicatiog 
this  letter  to  jcwt  Lordship,  lest  my  ttoti?e  might 
be  mistaken,  and  an  obtigiatioii  appear  to  be  id* 
mitted,  on  the  part  «f  the  United  Suies,  to  ivs- 
nish  more  evidance  of  the  revocation  of  the  Ber- 
lin, and  Milan  decrees  than. has  already  beea  fur- 
nisbed,  or  than  has  been  jieee^sary  to  their  om 
conviction.  I.  trust,  however,  that  mjr  eoodaet 
on  this  occasion  will  be  ascribed  akma  to  an  ev- 
nest  desire  to  prevent  the  evils  which  a  eoDtiiui- 
ed  diversity  ol  opinion  on  this  sul^ect  might  ui- 
happily  produce. 

The  case  oC  the  Acastoa  neceaBarily  impliet 
that  American  vessels,  captured  bv  the  cruisen 
of  Franca,  are  adjudged  &y  the  French  aari^- 
tioa  laws  only,  and  that  the  Berlin  Aod  Milu 
decrees  make  no  part  of  thi^sB  laws ;  tiie  Acastui 
being  acquitted,  notwithstanding  the  fact  of  her 
having  been  boarded  bv  an  Eogush  vessel  of  war. 

To  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Barlow,  that  siace  his 
reaidegoce  at  Paris  there  bad  been  no  iostanceofa 
vesael,  under  either  .the  Berlin  or  Mtlao  decrees, 
being  detained  or  molested  Jhy  the  French  Got* 
ernment,  X  beg  leave  to  add  that,  previous  to  bis 
residenee  and  subaequent  to  the  Ut  Df  Norember, 
1810,  these  decreea  were  not  eceeuted  io  viola- 
tion of  the  netUnil  or  i^tioiinl  rights  ef  the  Uoit- 
ed  States. 

Whatever  doubts  might  have  been  entertsioed 
pf  the  efficient  nature  of  the  revocatioa  of  those 
decrees,  on  accouilt  of  the  form  in  which  that 
measure  was  annottnded,  these  doubts  ought  sare^ 
ly  now  to  y  laid  to  4he  mnCwn  aieperience  ofw* 
taen  moalha,  during  whidi  period  not  a  $iofi< 
fact  basooewrad  tajaatify  iMm. 

I  donot  atge,  ia  eoairtaacloa  of  this  revocs* 
ti#ny  die  adnaission  of  Afflcrieap  veiaels  with  ear* 
goee  arrived  in  tha  -porta  of  France  a&er  barinr 
tooehed  ih  Bngbnd,  m  etetod  by  Mr.  Barlow,  so4 
as  accords  with  what  occurred  dauringaiyM* 
dencaat  Paris,  because  such  admission  is  en- 
denca  only  of  the  cessation  of  the  municipal  .^P* 
oration  df  the  decrees  in  relation  to  the  United 
States,  of  which  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  the 
British  Government  requires  an  aeeooat. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  persuade  myself  that  the 
proof  now  added  to  the  mass  which  was  alresdf 
before  your  Lordvhlp  will  satisfaetdrilyesuhliu. 
in  the  judgment  of  His  Britannic  Majesty sCh>^ 
ernment,  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  io  qo«* 
tion,  and  lead  to  auch  n  repeal  of  the  Orders  la 
Council,  in  regard  to  the  United  States,  as  wiU 
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restore  the  frieadlf  reUtidns  aad  commereiai  Id- 
teicoane  between  the  two  eoaotries. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dbc* 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 


Mr.  Roiiell  to  the  Secretary  of  Sute. 

London,  Feb,  21, 1812. 

Sia:  I  regret  that,  in  announciog  to  yoa  the 
ccssatioii  of  the  restrictiona  on  the  Regency  here, 
ieaoDOt  at  the  same  time  apprize  you  of  the 
adoption  of  a  more  just  and  enlightened  policy 
ii  rarer  of  tha  United  States  than  has  hitherto 
prersiled. 

The  partial  changes  in  the  Minutry  will  prob- 
ably prodoee  no  change  of  its  character,  or  lemd 
to  an  sbandonoient  of  the  existing  system  in  re<- 
lacioQ  to  us.    I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  .^. 

JQNATHAN  RUSSfiLL. 

Hob.  James  Monroe,  ^c. 


Mr.  RnsseH  te  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  Feb.  22, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  hand  you,  enclosed, 
a  copjr  of  a  letter  to  me  from  the  E<irl  of  Lirer- 
pool,  relating  to  a  person  by  the  name  of  Bow- 
mao,  aaid  to  be  a  British  subject,  and  foricibly  de* 
tained  on  board  the  United  States'  ship  Hornet, 
together  with  copies  of  the  deposition  of  Elizabeth 
Eleanor  Bowman,  which  accompanied  it,  and  of 
my  replr.    I  har«  the  honor  to  be,  dite. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

Hod.  James  Monroe,  ^c 

[Rsfand  to  id  Mr.  Rnasell's  despatch  of  Feb.  SS.] 

The  Eari  of  Lirerpool  to  Mr.  RusselL 

FoREiON  Office,  Feb,  20,1812. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the 
eopy  of  an  af&darit,  sworn  at  Portsmouth,  by 
Elizabeth  Eteanor  Bowman,  stating  herself  to  be 
the  wife  of  WilHam  Bowman,  one  of  His  Majes- 
ty's sobjects,  now  detained  against  his  iTill  on 
board  (tie  United  States'  sloop  Hornet,  at  present 
ioCoires  road. 

Too  cannot  but  be  aware  of  the  urgent  neces- 
ttty  of  putting  the  facts  alleeed  in  this  document 
into  ao  immediate  train  ox  inrestigation,  and  I 
UQ  to  request  that  you  will  eommunicatel  with- 
oat  loss  of  tim«,  with  the  commanding  officer  of 
tke  Hornet,  in  order  that  he  may  afford  you  all 
tbe  iaformation  in  his  power,  and  that  the  ressej 
nar  not  put  to  sea  before  the  result  of  the  inquiry 
mi  be  ascertained  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
roorself  and  to  this  Qovernment. 

Yoa  must  likewise  be  aware  that  this  Gkirern* , 
tnent  has  no  power  to  prerent  the  issuing  of  a 
writ  of  kabea$  corptia  by  the  friends  of  Bowman, 
tod  that  in  tliat  case  it  would  be  impossible  to 
impede  or  delay  its  execution,  and  the  consequent 
remorai  of  this  question  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
two  Qorernments  into  those  of  the  legal  force 
and  SQthorities  of  this  country.. 

Anxious  to  prerent  any  such  proceeding,  the 
iacooreoiences  of  which,  erea  if  they  did  not 
isrolre  the  possibility  of  a  forcible  execution  of 
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the  legal  process,  might  yet  be  considerable,  1  re- 
quest your  immediate  attention  to  tjii;i  communi- 
cation; and  I  confidently  hope  that  you  will,  by 
afibfding  the  meane  of  an  amicable  inrestigation, 
supersede  the  necessity  in  which  the  friends  of 
Bowoun  may  otherwise  feel  tbemselres  of  taking 
the  course  to  which  I  hare  before  alluded. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

LIVERPOOL. 

BoROtIGH  OF  POBTSMODTB, 

in  the  County  of  Southampton : 
Elizabeth  Eleanor  bowman,  of  Kingston,  near 
Portsmouth,  in  the  said  county,  maketh  oath  that 
she  was  married  to  William  Bowman,  late  of 
Portsmouth,  shipwright,  about  six  years  ago;  that 
he  was  employed  in  the  dock-yard  there,  wnich  he 
quitted  about  three  years  ago,  and  sailed  from 
nence  in  the  Edward  Fork,  a  transport,  which  was 
wrecked  on  the  island  of  Cuba  j  that  she  was  in* 
formed  by  her  husband  that  he  got  from  Cuba  to 
New  Yorlc  in  an  American  ship,  and, about  the  4th 
of  June  last,  baring  got  in  liquor,  he  found  himself 
in  tbe  American  rendezrous  there,  and  that  he 
was  compelled  against  his  inclioation  to  go  on 
board  tbe  Hornet,  an  American  sloop  of  war,  be- 
ing conducted  on  board  her  by  a  file  of  soldiers ; 
that  the  Hornet  haring  arrired  safelr  at  Cowes, 
she  received  a  letter  from  her  husbancf,  requesting 
her  to  come  on  board  to  see  him ;  that  she  act 
cordingly  went  on  board  her,  but  was  kept  alooff- 
side  tbe  sloop  about  half  an  hour  before  the  om- 
cer  would  admit  her  on  board;  that  the  permis-' 
sion  to  remain  on  board  was  for  half  an  hour,  but 
the  officers  would  not  afterwafds  permit  her  to 
quit  (he  ship  until  the  following  Friday :  that  her 
husband  told  her  that  tbe  officer  threatened  to 
punish  him  for  havioff  informed  her  where  he 
was;  and  he  also  told  her  there  were  a. great 
many  English  on  board,  several  of  whom  would 
be  glad  to  quit  her ;  also,  that  some  men  on  board 
much  wished  her  away  from  this  country,  but 
that  she  does  not  know  the  names  of  any  or  the 
parties:  that  the  said   William  Bowman,  who 

Kssed  on  board  tbe  Hornet  by  the  name  of  Wil- 
m  Elby,  is  now  detained  on  board  her  against 
his  wilL  and  is  very  anxious  to  quit  the  American 
sloop  Hornet,  and  to  return  to  his  native  country. 

The  M  of 
ELIZABETH  E.  BOWMAN. 

Sworn  at  Portsmouth^  in  the  said  county,  the 
25th  dav  of  January,  1612,  before  me,  (he  same 
haring  been  first  read,  and  she  haring  set  her 
mark  thereto  in  my  presence. 

E.  H.  ABiAND, 
One  of  Mm  Ma^mty^B  Justicee  of  the  Peau 
for  <Ae  county  of  Southampton. 

{Bndosed  in  Mr.  Russell's  despatch  of  Feb.  22.] 
Mr.  Ruesell  to  the  Earl  of  Lirerpool. 

London,  Feb.  24, 1812. 
My  Lord:  I  hare  the  honor  to  inform  your 
Lordship  that  the  United  States'  sloop  Hornet 
left  Cowes  on  the  13th  of  this  month.  The  state- 
ment of  this  fact  ^oes  away,  I  presume,  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  more  particular  reply  to  your  Lord- 
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ship's  note  of  yesterday  concerning  William  Bow- 
man, a  seaman  on  board  that  ship. 
1  hare  the  honvr  to  be.  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 
H6o.  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 


Extract — Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

LoNOON.  March  4, 1812. 

Many  American  vessels  which  had  for  a  con- 
siderable time  been  wind-bound  in  the  ports  of 
this  country  were  at  length  released  on  the  29th 
ultimo  by  an  easterly  wind,  and  took  their  de* 
parture  for  the  United  States.  By  some  of  those 
Tessels,  particularly  the  Friends,  you  wilt  have 
received  many  letters  from  me,  and  you  will  have 
learned  as  nearly  as  ft  was  in  my  power  to  inform 
you,  what  in  youT  letter  of  the  18th  of  January 
you  desire  to  know,  namely,  ''the  precise  situa- 
'tion  of  our  affairs  with  England.^' 

Since  my  letters  of  the  19th  and  22d  ultimo, 
which  I  trust  will  have  extinguished  all  expecta- 
tion of  any  change  here,  the  motion  of  Lord  Lans- 
downe  on  the  28(h  February,  and  that  of  Mr. 
Brougham  yesterday,  have  been  severally  debated 
in  the  respective  Houses  of  Parliament.  I  at- 
tended the  discussions  on  both,  and  if  anything 
was  wanting  to  prove  the  inflexible  determina- 
tion of  the  present  Ministry  to  persevere  in  the 
Orders  in  Council  without  modification  or  relax- 
ation, the  declarations  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  Administration  on  these  occasions  must  place 
it  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt.  In  both  Houses 
these  leaders  expressed  a  disposition  to  forbear  to 
canvass,  in  the  present  state  of  our  relations,  the 
conduct  of  the  United  States  towards  England, 
as  it  could  not  be  done  without  reproachini^  her 
in  a  manner  to  increase  the  actual  irritation,  and 
to  d()  away  what  Lord  Bathurst  stated  to  be  the 
feeble  hopes  of  preventing  war. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  Mr.  Rose  virtually 
confessed  that  the  Orders  in  Council  were  main- 
tained to  promote  the  trade  of  England  at  the  ex- 
pense of  neutrals,  and  as  a  measure  of  commer*. 
cial  rivalry  with  the  United  States.  When  Mr. 
Canning  inveighed  against  this  new  ^he  must  have 
meant  newly  acknowledged)  ground  of  defending 
these  orders,  and  contended  that  they  could  be 
justified  only  on  the  principle  of  retaliation,  on 
which  the)r  were  avowedly  instituted,  and  that 
they  were  intended  to  produce  the  effects  of  an 
actual  blockade,  and  liable  to  all  the  incidents  of 
auch  blockade,  (that  is,  tbal  they  were  meant  only 
to  distress  the  enemy,  and  that  Great  Britain  had 
no  right  to  defeat  this  operation  by  an  intercourse 
with  that  enemy  which  she  dented  to  neutrals,) 
Mr.  Perceval  replied,  *^  that  the  orders  were  stili 
supported  on  the  principle  of  retalialioUi  but  that 
this  very  principle  involved  the  license  trade;  for 
as  France  by  her  decrees  had  said  that  no  nation 
should  trade  with  her  which  traded  with  Eng- 
land, England  retorted  that  no  country  should 
trade  with  France  but  through  England.^  He 
asserted  that  "neither' the  partial  nor  even  the 
total  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  as 
they  related  to  Americai  or  to  any  other  nation, 


or  to  all  other  nations,  could  fbrm  any  claim  on 
the  British  Qovernment  wfaila  the  eontineiital 
system,  so  called,  continued  in  operation.  He 
denied  that  this  system,  or  any  part  of  the  Beriia 
and  Milan  decreed,  was  merely  municipaL  They 
had  not  been  adopted  in  time  of  peace  with  a 
view  to  internal  regulations,  but  in  a  time  of  war 
wilb  a  hostile  purpose  towards  England.  Every 
clause  and  particle  of  them  were  to  be  considered 
of  a  nature  entirely  belligerent,  and,  as  such,  re- 
quiring resistance,  and  authorizing  retaliatioa  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  idle  and  absurd 
to  suppose  that  Great  Britiiin  was  boand,  in  act- 
ing on  the  principle  of  retaliation  in  these  times, 
to  return  exactly  and  in  form,- like  for  like,  and  to 
choose  the  object  and  fashion  the  mode  of  exeen- 
ting  it  precisely  by  the  measures  Of  the  enemy. 
In  adopting  these  measures,  Prance  had  broken 
througn  all  the  restraints  imposed  by  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  trodden  under  foot  the  great  conven- 
tional code  received  by  the  civilized  world  as  pre- 
scribing rules  for  its  coadnet  in  war  as  well  as  in 
peace. 

In  this  state  of  thinffs,  England  was  not  bound 
any  longer  to  shackle  herself  with  this  code, 
and  by  so  doing  become  the  unresisting  victim 
of  the  violence  of  her  enemy,  but  she  was  her- 
self released  from  the  laws  ot  nations,  and  left  at 
liberty  to  resort  to  any  means  within  her  power 
to  injure  and  distress  that  enemy,  and  to  bring  it 
back,  to  an  observance  of  thc^'ttf  ^en/tum  which 
it  had  so  egregiously  and  wantonly  violated.  Nor 
was  England  to  be  restricted  any  more  in  the  ex- 
tent than  in  the  form  of  retaliation  ;  but  she  had 
a  right,  both  as  to  the  ouantity  and  manner,  to 
inflict  upon  the  eoemv  all  the  evil  in  her  power 
until  this  enemy  should  retrace  its  steps,  and  re- 
nounce, not  only  verbally  btlt  practically,  its  de- 
crees, its  continental  system,  and  every  other  of  iu 
belligerent  measures  incompatible  with  the  old 
acknowledged  laws  of  nations.  Whatever  neu- 
trals mieht  suflfer  from  the  retaliatory  measures  of 
England  was  purely  incidental,  and,  as  no  injus- 
tice was  intended  to  them,  they  had  a  right  to 
complain  of  none;  and  he  rejoiced  lo  observe 
that  no  charge  of  such  injustice  had  that  night 
been  brought  forward  in  the  House.  As  England 
was  contending  for  the  defence  of  her  maritime 
rights,  and  for  the  preservation  of  her  national  ex- 
istence, which  essentially  depended  on  the  main- 
tenance of  those  rights,  she  could  not  be  expected, 
in  the  prosecution  of  this  great  and  primary  in- 
terest, to  arrest  or  vary  her  course  to  listen  to  the 
pretensions  of  neutral  nations,  or  to  remove  the 
evils,  however  they  might  be  regretted,  which  the 
imperious  policy  of  the  times  indirectly  and  un- 
inientionatly  extended  to  them." 

As  the  newspapers  of  this  morning  arive  but  a 
very  imperfect  report  of  this  speech  of  Mr.  Per- 
ceval. I  have  thought  it  to  be  my  duty  to  present 
you  with  a  more  particular  account  of  the  doc- 
trines which  were  maintained  in  it,  and  which  so 
vitally  affect  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

I  no  longer'  entertain  a  hope  that  We  can  hon- 
orably avoid  war. 
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£xtracl— Mr.  SiumU  to  Um  SMMtaiy  of  State. 

London,  Mcuxh  20, 1618. 
I  had  the  hoaor  to  sddress  you  oa  the  4lh  in*- 
stmnt,  i^vioff  a  brief  eccooiit  of  the  debetein  the 
Hoase  of  Comnioofi  oo  ibe  preeediog  evening, 
Sinee  then,  oo  ehe&ge  io  relatioo  to  os  has  takea 
place  here, 

Eztrad— Mr.  Kaaeil  to  the  Seoetny  of  8(at««  • 

London,  March  28, 1812. 
Sinee  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  a  few 
days  since,  nothing  has  occurred  here  to  induce  a 
hope  of  any  change  in  our  far  or. 


Extnci— Mr.  Rimnll  to  the  Seowtary  of  9tate. 

LoNBON.  Afnril  9, 1812. 
Since  my  last  respects  to  y^eu,  aothiag  of  im- 
portance to  us  has  oecorred  here. 


Mr.  Ruswll  to  Lord  Csstlereagh. 

18  Bbntinok  Strest,  AprU  25, 1812. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  note  which  your  Lordship  ad- 
dressed to  ma  on  the  21st  of  this  month,  enclo- 
sing, by  the  command  of  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  a  copy  of  a  declaration,  accompa- 
nying an  Order  in  Uouncil,  which  had  that  day 
been  passed. 

It  would  hare  afforded  me  the  higdest  jsatisfac- 
tioD,  in  communicating  that  declaration  and  order 
to  my  Oorernment,  to  hare  represented  them  as 
conceived  in  the  true  spirit  of  conciliation,  and 
with  a  duf  regiird  to  the  honor  and  interests  of  the 
United  States.  I  regret,  howerer,  thai  so  far  from 
being  able  to  perceire  in  them  any  eridence  of 
the  amicable  sentiments  which  are  >profes4|ed  to 
animate  the  councils  of  His  Royal  Highness,  I 
am  compelled  to  consider  them  aa  an  unequirocal 
proof  of  the  determination  of  His  Britannic  Maj- 
esty's Gorernment  to  adhere  to  a  system,  which 
both  as  to  principle  and  fact,  originated,  and  has 
been  continued,  m  error;  and  gainst  which  the 
Gorernment  or  the  United  States,  so  long  as  it 
respects  itself  and  the  essential  rightsof  the  nation 
orer  which  it  is  placed,  cannot  cease  to  contend. 

The  United  States  hare  nerer  considered  it 
their  duty  to  inqoire,  nor  do  they  pretend  to  de- 
cide, whether  England  or  France  was  guiitTi  in 
relation  to  the  other,  of  the  first  riolation  ot  .the 
public  law  of  nations ;  but  they  do  consider  it 
their  most  imperious  duty  to  protect  themselres 
iirom  the  unjust  operation  of  the  unprecedented 
measores  of  retaliation  professed  by  both  Powers 
to  be  founded  on  such  riolation.  In  this  opera* 
tion,  br  whicherer  party  directed,  the  United 
States  bare  never  for  a  moment  acquiesced,  nor 
by  the  slightest  indication  of  such  acquiescence 
afforded  a  pretext  for  extending  to  them  the  evils 
by  which  England  and  France  affect  to  retaliate 
on  each  other*  They  have,  in  no  instance,  de* 
jttrted  from  the  otttt^rranceof  that  strict  impar- 
tiality which  their  peaceful  position  required,  and 
which  ouf^ht  to  hare  secured  to  them  the  unmo- 
lested enjoy meni  of  theic  neutrality.    To  their 


astonishment,  howerer,  they  nerceired  that  both 
these  belligerent  Powers,  unaer  the  preten.ce  of 
annoying  each  other,  adopted  and  put  in  practice 
new  principlesof  retaliation,  inrolviog  the  de^ 
struction  of  those  commercial  and  maritime  rights, 
which  the  United  States  rej^ard  as  essential  and 
inseparable  attributes  of  their  independence.  Al- 
though alire  to  all  the  injury  and  injustice  of  this 
systemi.  the  American  Gorernment  resorted  to  no 
measures  to  oppose  it,  which  were  not  of  the  most 
pacific  and  impartial  character,  in  relation  to 
both  the  asgressors.  ^  Its  remonstrances,  its  re* 
strictions  of  commercial  intercourse,  and  its  orer- 
tures  for  accommodation,  were  equally  addressed 
to  England  and  France |  and  if  there  is  now  an 
equality  in  the  relations  of  the  United  States 
with  these  countries,  it  can  only  be  ascribed  to 
England  herself,  who  rejected  the  terms  proffered 
to  both,  while  France  accepted  them ;  and  who 
continues  to  execute  her  retaliatory  edicts  oo  the 
high  seas,  while  those  of  France  hare  there  ceased 
to  opeiate. 

^  If  Great  Britain  could  not  be  persuaded  by  con- 
siderations of  unirersal  equality,  to  refrain  from 
adopting  any  'line  of  conduct,  howerer  unjust, 
for  which  she  might  discover  a  precedent  in  the 
conduct  of  her  enemy,  or  to  abandon  an  attempt 
of  remotely  and  uncertainly  annoying  that  enemy 
through  the  immediate  and  sure  destruction  of 
the  vital  interests  of  a  neutral  and  unoffending 
State,  yet  it  was  confidently  expected  that  she 
would  be  willing  to  follow  that  enemy,  also  in 
his  return  towards  justice,  and,  from  a  respect  to 
her  own  declaraiioos,  to  proceed  pari  pas9u  with 
him  in  the  revocation  of  the  offending  edicts. 
This  just  expectation  has,  however,  been  disaj^- 
pdinted ;  and  an  exemption  of  the  flag  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  the  operation  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  has  produced  no  corresponding 
modification  of  the  British  Orders  in  Uouncii. 
On  the  contrary,  the  fact  of  such  exemption  on 
the  part  of  France,  appears,  b^  the  declaration 
^nd  Order  in  Council  of  the  British  Government 
on  the  2Ut  of  this  month,  to  be  denied ;  and  the 
engagement  of  the  latter  to  proceed,  step  by  step, 
with  iu  enemy,  in  the  work  of  repeal  and  relaxa- 
tion, to  be  disowned  or  disresarded. 

That  France  has  repealed  her  decrees,  so  far 
as  they  concerned  the  United  States,  has  been 
established  by  declarations  and  facts  satisfactory 
to  them,  and  which,  it  was  presumed,  should  hare 
been  equalljf  satisfactory  to  the  British  Gorern- 
ment. A  lormal  authentic  declaration  of  the 
French  Government,  communicated  to  the  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris, 
on  the  dih  of  August,  181(X  announced  that  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  revoked,  and  should 
ce^e  to  operate  on  the  1st  of  the  succeeding  No- 
rember, provided  tbata  condition  presented  to  Eo|[- 
land,  or  atiother  condition  presented  to  the  Urn* 
ted  States,  should  be'  performed.  The  condiiioa 
presented  to  the  United  States  was  performed ; 
and  this  performance  rendered  absolute  the  repeal 
of  the  decrees  So  far,  therefore,  from  this  repeal 
depending  on  oondiiions  in  which  Great  Britain 
could  not  acquiesce,  it  became  absolutCi  indepen* 
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detitly  of  any  act  of  Great  Britaio/the  moraent 
the  act  proposed  for  the  performance  of  the  Uai* 
ted  States  was  accompHsoed;  Such  was  the  con- 
BtructioD  given  to  this  measure  by  the  United 
States  from  the  first;  and  that  it  was  a  correct 
one,  has  been  sufficiently  eriiiced.  by  the  subse- 
quent practice  of  France. 

Several  instances  of  the  acquittal  of  American 
ressels  and  cargoes,  to  which  the  decrees  would 
have  attached^  if  still  in  force  against  the  United 
States,  have^ffom  time  to  time,  been  presented  to 
His  Britannic  Majesty's Governmeiit.  That  these 
cases  have  been  lew,  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  few 
captures,  in  consequence  of  this  repeal,  made  by 
French  cruisers;  and  should  no  other  sueb  case 
occur,  it  will  be  owing  to  the  efficacy  of  this  re- 
peal, and  to  the  exact  observance  of  it,  eVen  by  the 
most  wanton  and  irregular  of  those  crqisers. 

From  the  1st  of  November,  1810,  to  the  29th  of 
January  qT  the  present  year,  as  appears  by  a  note 
which  I  b^d.  the  honor  to  address  to  the  prede- 
cessor of  your  Lordship,  on  the  8th  of  February 
last,  the  cerlln  and  Milan  decrees  had  not  been 
applied  to  American  property  ;  nor  have  I  heard 
that  such  application  has  since  been  made. 

But  against  the  authenti<i  act  of  the  French 
Government  of  the  5ch  of  August,  1810,  and  the 
subsequent  conduct  of  that  Government,  mutually 
explaining  each  other,  and  confirming  the  con- 
ttruction  adopted  by  the  United  States,  ateport, 
said  to  be  communicated  by  the  French  Minister 
of  Foreign  Afiairs  to  the  Conservative  Senate,^  is 
opposed.  Without  pretending  to  doubt  the  genu- 
ineness of  that  report,^  although  it  has  reached 
this  country  only  in  a  newspaper,  yet  it  is  to  be 
lamented  that  as  much  form  and  evidence  of  an- 

--  tbentieity  have  hot  been  required  in  an  act  con- 
sidered as  furnishing  cause  for  the  continuance  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  as  an  act  which^  by  the 
very  terms  of  those  orders,  challenged  their  revo- 
cation. The  act  of  the  5ih  of  August,  1810,  em- 
;anating  from  the  Sovereign  of  France,  officially 
communicated  to  the  British  Government,  and 
satisfactorily  expounded  and  explained  by  the 
practical  comments  of  more  than  eighteen  months, 
u  dented  to  afibrd  convith;ing  evidence  of  the  re- 
peal of  the  French  decrees,  white  full  proof  of  their 
continuance  is  inferred  from  a  report,  which,  from 
its  very  nature,  must  contain  the  mere  opinions 
and  speculations  of  a  subject,  whieb  is  destitute 
of  all  authority  until  acted  upon  bv  the  body  to 
which  it  was  presented,  which  has  found  its  way 
hith^  in  no  moreauthentic shape  thantbecolumns 
ottheMoniteur,  and  for  the  proper  understanding 
of  which  not  a  moment  has  been  allowed.  But 
eyen  w^re  the  value  thus  assigned  to  the  report 
just,  it  is  still  difficult  to  discover  what  inference 
can  be  fairly  deduced  from  it  incomnaCible  with 
the  previous  declarations  and  conduct  of  the 
French  (Government, exempting  the  United  States 

^  from  the  operation  of  its  decrees.  The  very  ex* 
ception  in  that  report,  with  regard  to  nations 
which  do  not  suffer  their  flag  to  be  denationalized, 
was  undoubtedly  made  with  a  reference  to  rhe 
United  States,  and  with  a  view  to  reconcile  the 
general  tenor  of  that  report  with,  the  good  faith 


with  which  it  ti^eame  Franee  to  observe  the  con- 
ventional repeal  of  those  decrees  in  their  faror. 
However  novel  may  be  the  terms  employed,  or 
whatever  may  be  their  precise  meaning,  tiief 
ought  to  be  interpreted  to  accord  with  the  engige- 
menls  of  the  French  Ctovemmeot,  and  with  jas- 
tice  and  good  faith. 

Your  Lordship  will,  I  doubt  not,  the  more 
readily  acknowledg^he  propriety  of  coosideriDg 
the  report  in  this  light,  by  a  reference  to  similar 
reports  made  to  the  same  Conservative  Seaate, 
on  the  13th  of  Deeemberj  1810,  by  the  Duke  of 
Cadore,  (the  predecessor  of  the  present  French 
Minister  of  Exterior  Relations.)  and  by  the  Cooat 
de  Simonville.  In  these  reports,  they  say  to 
the  Emperor,  (which  sofficieotly  proves  tbat 
such  reports,  are  not  to  be  considered  as  dictated 
by  himO  ^  Sirc^  as  long  aa  Englaad  shall  peniit 
in  her  Orders  la  Cotmcii,  ao  Ung  yoar  Majestf 
will  persist  in  voyr  dtoees  f^  and, "  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  are  an  answer  to  the  Orders  la 
Council  I  the  British  Cabinet  has,  thus  to  spealc, 
dictated  them  to  France.  Europe  receives  ibem 
for  her  code,  and  this  code  shall  become  the  pal- 
ladium of  the  seas.'' '  Sorely  this  langoageisai 
strong  as  that  6f  thereport  of  the  10th  of  Marci), 
and  still  more  absolute,  for  there  is  no  qoalifiea* 
tion  in  favor  of  any  nation ;  yet  this  langaage  ban, 
both  by  an  explanation  from  the  Duke  of  Gadore 
to  me  at  tha  time,  and  by  the  uniform  conduct  of 
the  French  Government  since,  been  reeoociled 
with  the  repeal  of  these  decrees,  so  far  as  tbef 
concerned  the  United  States. 

Had  the  French  decrees  originally  afforded  to 
adequate  foundation  for  the  British  orders,  aoi 
been  continued  after  these  reports,  in  their  foil 
force  and  extent,  surely,  during  a  period  io  whieb 
above  a  hundred  American  vessels  and  their  car- 
goes have  fallen  a  prey  to  these  orders,  some  one 
solitary  instaiice  of  capture  and  confiscaiioa  most 
have  happened  under  those  decrees.  That  oo 
suqh  instance  has  happened  incontrorertiUj 
proves,  either  that  those  deeref s  are  of  tbeo- 
selve^  Wmless,  or  that  they  have  been  r«|>^^ j 
and,  in  either  ease,  they  tan  afford  no  rigbtfol 
plea  or  pretext  to  Great  J3ri tain  for  these  mess- 
ores  of  pretended  retadiation,  whose  sole  effect  h 
to  lay  waste  the  neutral  commerce  of  America. 

With  the  remnant  of  those  decrees,  irbieh  ia 
still  in  force,  and  which  consists  of  mUDicipal 
regulations,  confined  in  their  operation  within 
the  proper  and  undeniable  jtirisdictioa  of  the 
States  where  chey  are  executed,  the  United  States 
have  no  concern.  Nor  do  they  acknowled|« 
themselves  to  be  under  any  particular  obligati^ 
either  to  examine  into  the  ends  proposed  (o  be 
attained  by  the  surviving  portion  of  the  conti- 
nental system,  or  to  oppose  their  aceomplisfameftt. 
Whatever  may  be  intended  to  be  done,  in  xepn 
to  other  nations,  by  this  systenH,  canaot  be  id- 
puted  to  the  United  States;  nor  are  they  to  be 


belligerent  nations  may  ,. 

cise  their  power  for  the  injury  of  each  other. 
When,  however,  these  natioot  exeeed  the  )^ 
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limiu  of  thfiir  pf  wer,  by  the  iiiYMioo  of  tbe 
ri^t9  of  pescefal  Stales  oo  the  ocean,  wbich  is 
sobjeel  to  the  comnoQ  and  sqeal  jurisdictioD  of 
ail  oatioiMy  the  Uoited  States  cannot  reoaio  in- 
different, and,  by  quietljr  consenting  to  yield  up 
tlkeir  sbare-  of  this  jurisdiction,  abandon  their 
nmritinae  rights.  France  has  respected  these 
rights,  by  the  discontinuance  of  her  edicts  ob. 
the  bi^h  seas ;  iearing  no  part  of  these  edicts  in, 
operatioQ.  to  the  injury  of  the  United  States, 
and,  of  eoorse,  no  part  in  which  they  can  be  sup- 
posed to  acquiesce,  or  against  which  they  can  be 
irqaired  to  contend.  The]^  ask  of  Great  Britain, 
by  a  like  respect  for  their  rights,  to  exempt  them 
from  tbe  operation  of  her  Orders  in  CounoiL 
Should  alicb  ezemptioB  involve  the  total^practi- 
cal  extinction  of  these  orders,  it  will  only  prove 
that  tbev  were  exclusively  applied  to  the  com- 
merce CI  the  United  States,  and  that  they  had 
not  a  single  feature  of  resemblance  to  the  decrees 
against  which  they  are  professed  to  retaliate. 

It  is  with  patience  hnd  confidence  that  the 
United  States,  have  expected  tfiis  exemption,  and 
to  whieb  they  believed  theoMelves  to  iie  entitled 
by  all  these  considerations  of  right  and  promise, 
whieb  I  b*ve  feebly  stated  to  your  Lordship. 
With  what  disappointment,  therefore,  most  they 
learn  thnt  Great  Britain,  in  professing  to  do  away 
their  diseatisfaction,  explicitly  avows  her.  inten- 
tion ia  persevere  in  her  Orders  in  Couocii,  until 
seme  authentic  act,  hereafter  to  be  promulgated 
by  the  French  Government,  shall  declare  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  to  be  expressly  and  un- 
conditionally repealed  I  To  obtain  such  an  act, 
can  the  United  States  interfere?  Would  such 
an  interference  be  compatible  either  with  a  sense 
of  justice,  or  with  what  is  due  to  their  own  digni- 
ty 1  Can  they  be  expected  to  falsif|r  the  repeated 
declarations  of  their  satisfaction  with  the  act  of 
the  5th  of  August,  1810,- confirmed  by  abundant 
evidence  of  its  subsequent  observance,  and,  by 
now  affecting  to  doubt  of  the  sufficiency  of  that 
act,  to  demand  another,  which,  in  Its  form,  its 
mode  of  publication,  and  its  import,  shall  accord 
with  the  requisitions  of  Great  Britain  ?  And 
can  it  be  supposed  that  the  French  Government 
would  listen  lo  such  a  proposal,  made  under  such 
circumstances,  and  with  such  a  view? 

While,  therefore,'  I  can  perceive  no  reason,  in 
the  report  of  the  French  Minister  of  the  10th  of 
March,  to  believe  that  the  Uoited  States  errone- 
ously assumed  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees 
to  be  complete^  in  relation  to  them,  while  aware 
that  the  condition  on  which  the  revocation  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  is  now  distinctly  made  to 
depend,  ia  the  total  repeal  of  both  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  instead,  as  formerly,. of  the  Ber- 
lin decree  only,  and  while  I  feel  that  to  ask  the 
performance  of  this  condition  from  others  is  in- 
consistent with  the  honor  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  perform  it  themselves  beyond  their  power, 
your  Lordship  will  permit  me  frankly  to  avow 
that  I  cannot  accompany  the  communication  to 
ray  Gh>vernment  of  the  declaration  and  Order  ib 
Council  of  the  21»t  of  this  month,  with  any  feli- 
citation on  the  pros|>ect  which  this  meaaafe  pre- 


senu  of  an  accelerated  return  of  amity  and  ma- 
tual  confidence  between  the  two  States. 

It  is  with  real  pain  that  I  make  to  vour  liord-. 
ship  this  avowal ;  and  I  will  seek  still  to  confide 
in  the  spirit  which  your  Lordship,  in  your  note, 
and  in  the  conversation  of  this  morning,  has 
been  pleased  to  say  actuates  the  Councils  of  His 
Royal  Highness  in  relation  to  America,  and  still 
to  cherish  a  hope  that  this  spirit  will  lead,  upon 
a  review  of  the  whole  ground,  to  measures  of  a 
nature  better  calculated  to  attain  its  object;  and 
that  this  object  will  no  longer  be, made  to  depend 
on  the  conduct  of  a  third  Power,  or  upon  contin* 
genciesi  over  which  the  United  States  have  no 
control^  but  alone  upon  the  eights  of  the  United 
States,  the  justice  of  €k>eat  Britain,  and  thecom« 
mon  interesu  of  both.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
my  Lord,  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 
.    Lord  Viscoimt  Castlerbaob,  dbc. 


Mr*  Russell  to  the  Seeretsry  of  State. 

London,  ilpnV  26, 1812. 
'  Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  hand  you,  herewith,  a  de- 
claration and  an  Order  in  Cfouncil  of  this  Gov- 
ernment of  the  21st  of  this  month,  and  a  copy  of 
a  note*  from  Lord  Castlereagh,  accompanying . 
the  communication  of  them  to  me.  I  nave  al- 
ready transmitted  to  you  other  copies  of  these 
documents,  and  have  now  to  add  a  copy  of  the 
note  which  I  have  addressed  in  reply  to  that  of 
his  Lordship.    I  have,  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 
Hon.  James  Monrob,  dbc.  ^ 

PECLABATION.   . 

The  Government  of  France  having,  by  an 
oflicial  report,  communicated  by  its  Minister  for 
Foreign  Afikirs  to  the  Conservative  Senate,  on 
the  10th  day  of 'March  Isst,  removed  all  doobta 
as  to  the  perseverance  of  that  Government  in  the 
assertion  of  the  principles,  and  in  the  mainten^ 
ance  of  a  system  not  more  hostile  to  the  mari- 
time rights  and  commercial  interests  of  the  Brit* 
ish  Empire,  than  inconsistent  with  the  rights  and 
independenee  of  neutral  nations;  and  having 
thereby  plainly  deyeloped  the  inordinate  preten- 
sions which  that  system,  as  promulgated  in  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  was  from  the  first 
designed  to  enforce;  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  behalf 
of  His  Majesty,  deeme  it  proper,  upon  this  for- 
mal and  authentic  republication  of  the  princi- 
ples of  those  decrees,  thus  publicly  to  declare 
His  Royal  Hi^hness's  determination  still  firmly 
to  resist  the  introduction  and  establishment  of 
this  arbitrary  code,  which  the  Government  of 
France*  openly  avpws  its  purpose  to  impose,  by 
force,  upon  the  world  as  the  law  of  nations. 

From  the  time  that  the  progressive  injustice 
Rad  violence  of  the  French  Government  made  it 
impossible  for  His  Majesty  any  longer  to  re^^ 

strain  the  exercise  of  therights of  war  within 

■  ■   >ii  . 

•  This  nafbt  was  accidentally  omitted  in  this  da- 
patchy  bat  was  Ibnmided  by  that  of  May  9* 
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their  ordinary  limits,  without  submitting  to  eo4i«- 
sequeoces  not  less  rujiious  to  the  commerce  of 
fais  domim'ons  than  derogatory  to  the  rights  of 
his  CrowD,  His  Majesty  lias  endeavored,  by  a 
restricted  and  moderate  use  of  those  rigfhts  of 
.  retaliation,  which  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
necessarily  called  into  action,  to  reconcile  neu- 
tral States  to  those  measures,  which  the  conduct 
of  the  enemy  had  rendered  unavoidable,  and 
which  His  Majesty  has  at  all  times  professed  his 
readiness  to  reroke,  so  soon  as  the  decrees  of  the 
enemy  which  gave  occasion  to  them  should  be 
formally  and  u^conditionalty  repealed,  and  the 
commerce  of  neutral  nations  be  restored  to  its 
accustomed  course. 
At  a  subsequent  period  of  war^  His  Majesty, 
-  ayailing  himself  of  the  then  situation  of  Europe, 
without  abandoning  the  principle  and  objefet  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  of  November,  1807,  was 
induced  so  to  limit  their  operation,  as  materially 
to  alleviate  the  restrictiona  thereby  imposed  upon 
neutral  commerce..  The  Order  ia  Council  of 
April,  1809,  was  substituted  in  the  room  of  those 
of  November,  18071  and  the  retaliatory  system  of 
Qreat  Britain  acted  no  longer  on  every  country 
in  which  the  aggressiFe  measures  of  the  enemy 
were  in  force,  but  wa»  confined  in  its  operation 
to  France,  and  to  the  countries  upon  which  the 
French  yoke  was  most  strictly  imposed,  and  which 
had  become  virtually  a  part  of  the  dominions  of 
France. 

The  United  Slates  of  America  remained,  nev- 
ertheless, dissatisfied ;  and  their  dissatisfaction 
has  been  greatly  increased  by  an  artifice  too  suc- 
cessfully employed  oo  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
who  has  pretended,  that  thie  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Milan  wsce  repealed,  although  the  decree 
efiecling  such  repeal  has  never  been  promulga- 
ted ;  akhough  the  notification  of  such  pretended 
repeal  distinctly  described  it  to  be  dependent  on 
conditions  in  which  the  enemy  knew  Qreat  Brit- 
ain could  never  aequiesce,  and  although  abun- 
dant evidence  has  since  appeared  of  their'subse- 
.  quent  execution. 

Bni  the  enemy  has  at  length  laid  aside  all  dis- 
aimutation ;  be  now  publicly  and  solemnly  de^ 
claree,  not  only  that  those  decrees  still  continue 
in  force,  but  that  they  shall  be  rigidly  executed 
until  Great  Britain  shall  comply  with  additional 
conditions,  equally  extravagant;  4ind  6e  further 
announces  the  penalties  of  those  decrees  to  be  in 
fuU^force  against  all  nations  Which  shall  suffer 
their  flag  to  be.  as  it  is  termed  in  this  new  code, 
**  denationalized."  > 

In  addition  to  the  disavowal  of  the  blockade 
of  May,  1806,  and  of  the  pfinfciples  on  which 
that  blockade  was  established,. and  in  addition  to 
the  repeal' of  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  he 
demands  an  admission  of  the  principles,  thatth^- 
goods  of  an  enemy  carried  under  a  neutral  flag 
shall  be  treated  as  neutral;  that  neutral  prop- 
erty under  the  flag  of  an  enemy  shall  be  treated 
as  hostile ;  that  arpos  and.,  warlike  stores  alone 
(to  the  exclusion  of  ship  timber  and  other  arti* 
cka  of  naval  equipment)  shall  be  regarded  as 
contraband  of  war ;  and  tkait  no  ports  ahail  be 


considered  ail  lawfollf  btockad^  exeept  such  ss 
are  invested  and  besieged,  in  the  prcsumptioa 
of  their  bein^  taken,  (en-jnr^veniimi  fPHre  pr»,). 
and  into  whioh  a  merchant  ship  cannot  enter 
without  danger. 

By  these  and  other  demands,  the  enemy,  la 
fact,  requires  that  Great  Britain  and  ail  civilized 
nations  shall  renounce,  at  his  arbitrary  pleasore,. 
the  ordinary  and  indisputable'ri|fhts'  of  mariticne 
war;  that  Great  Britain,  in  particular,  shall  fore- 
go the  advantages  of  her  naval  superiority,  aod 
allow  the  eon^raercial  property,  as  well  as  the 
^produce  and  manufactures  of  France  and  her 
confederates  .to  pass  the  ocean  in  sevnrity,  while 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britaiin  lire  to  be  in  effect 
proscribed  from  alt  commercial  intercourse  with 
other  nations;  and  the  produce  and  maanfae- 
tures  of  these  realms  are  to  be  excluded  from  ev- 
ery country  in  the  world  to  which  the  arms  or 
the  influence  of  the  enemfr  can  extend. 

Such  are  the  demands  to  which  the  British 
Gkrremment  is  suinmened  to  submit,  to  theabn- 
donment  of  its^most  ancient,  essential,  aodna^ 
doubted  maritime  rights;  Such  is  the  codebf 
which  France  hopes,  under  tke  cover  of  a  oeo- 
tral  fla^,  to  render  her  commerce  unassailable  bf 
seaj  while  she  proceeda  to  invade  or  to  iocorpo* 
rate  with  her  own  dojniniooa  all  States  that  hei- 
itate  to  sacrifice  their  national  interests  at  her 
command,  and,  in  abdication  of  their  just  rights, 
to  adopt  a  code  by  whieh  they  are  required  u^ 
exclude,  under  the  mask  of  municipal  reguiatioOj 
whatever  is  British  from  their  dominions. 

The  pretext  for  these  extravagant  deaaods  i^ 
that  some  of  these  principkn  were  adopted  bf 
voluntary  compact  in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht;  as- 
if  a  treaty  once  existing  between  two  particular 
countries,  founded  on  special  and  reciproeal  con- 
siderations, bindiuff  only  on  the  contracting  parties, 
and  which  in  the  last  treaty  of  peace  (wtweeo  the- 
same  Powers  had  not  been  rerived^were  to  be  re- 
garded as  declaratory  of  the  public  law  of  aatioos.. 

It  is  needless  for  His  Royal  Highness  to  den- 
^onstrate  the  injustice  of  such  preteastoas.  He 
might  otherwise  appeal  to  the  practice  of  Fraoee 
herself)  in  this  and  fn  former  wars, end  to  her 
own  established  codes  of  maritime  law.  it  n 
sufficient  th^t  these  new  demands  of  tbeeaeoy 
form  a  wide  departure  from  those  conditions  on 
which  the  alleged  refieal  of  the  French  decreet 
was  accepted  by  America,^  and  upon  which  alone, 
erroneously  assnminff  that  repeal  to  be  complete, 
America  lias  claimed  a  revocation  of  the  British 
Orders  in  Council. 

His  Roylil  Highness,  upon  a  review  of  all 
these  circumstances,  feels  persuaded  that  so  soon 
as  this  formal  .declaration  by  the  GoftemmeDtof 
France,  of  ito  unahated  adherence  to  the  princi- 
ciples  and  pro^sions  of  the  Berlin  and  Milaa 
decrees,  shall  be  made  known  in  America,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  accaaied  not 
less  by  a  sense  of  justice  to  Great  Briiaia  than 
by  what  is  due  to  ito  own  dignitv^  will  be  dt»> 
posed  to  recall  those  measures  of  hostile  eiclo- 
sion,  whieh,  under  a  misconception  of  the  real 
Views  and  oonduct  of  the  J^ceoeb  QtnrernaKDt,. 
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Americt  has  exelusiTely  applied  lo  the  com- 
merce and  ships  of  war  of  Great  Britain. 

To  accelerate  a  result  so  advantageoas  to  the 
true  JDierests  of  hoth  countries,  and  so  conducive 
to  the  re-establishment  of  perrect  friendship  be- 
iweeD  them,  and  to^ive  a  decisive  proof  of  His 
Royal  Highnesses  disposition  to  perform  the  en- 
gagements of  His  Majesty's  Government,  by  re- 
roiiDg  the  Orders  in  Council  whenever  Che  French 
decrees  shall  be  actually  and  unconditionally  re* 
pealed.  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  has 
beeo  this  day  pleased,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
sf  His  Majesty,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  of  His 
Majesty's  Privy  Couocil,  to  order  and  declare: 

That  if  at  any  time  hereafter  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  shall,  by  some  authentic  act  of  the 
French  GbveromeDt^  publicly  promulgated,  be 
ibsolutely  and  UDeonditioDally  repealed,  then, 
md  from  thenoefortb,  the  Ordef  ia  Council  of 
:he  7th  day  of  January.  1807^  and  ^he  Order  in 
Council  ot  the  26th  day  of  April,  i809,  shall, 
vitboQt  any  further  order  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  declared  from  thenceforth  to  be,  wholly 
aod  absolutely  revoked ;  and  further,  that  the  full 
benefit  of  this  order  shall  be  extended  to  any 
ship  or  cargo  captured  subsequent  to  such  au- 
theotic  act  of  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  al- 
though, aotecedenjL  to  such  repeal,  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  have  commenced,  and  shall  be  in  the 
prosecution  of  a  voyage  which,  under  the  said 
Orders  in  Council,  or  one  of  them,  would  have 
subjected  her  to  capture  and  condemnation  j  and 
ibe  claimant  of  any  ^hip  or  cargo  which  shall  be 
captured  or  brought  to  adjudication,  on  account 
|>f  any  alleged  breach  of  either  of  the  said  Orders 
to  Council,  at  any  time  subsequent  to  such  au- 
thentic act  of  repeal  by  the  French  Government, 
shall,  without  any  further  order  or  declaration 
OQ  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Government  on  this 
i^ubject,  be  at  liberty  to  give  in  .evidence  in  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty  or  any  Court  of  Vice- 
Admiralty,  before  which  such  ship  or  cargo  shall 
be  brought  for  adjudication,  that  such  repeal  by 
the  French  Government  bad  beeii  by  such  au- 
thentic act  promulgated  prior  to  such  capture ; 
aod  upon  proof  thereof;  the  voyage  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  have  been  as  lawful  as  if 
the  said  Orders  in  Council  had  never  been  made; 
^ring,  nevertheless,  to  the  captors^  such  protec- 
tion and  indemnity  as  they  may  be  equitably  en- 
titled to,  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  court,  by 
reason  of  their  ignorance  or  uncertainty  as  jio 
the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  or  of  the  re- 
coguition  of  such  repeal  by  His  Majesty's  Grov- 
einmeni  at  the  time  of  such  capture. 

His  Royal  Highness,  however,  deems  it  proper 
to  declare,  that,  should  the  repeal  of  the  French 
decrees,  thus  anticipated  and  provided  for,  prove 
afterwards  to  have  been  illusory  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  and  should  the- restrictions  thereof  be 
still  pcactically  enforced  or  revived  by  the  enemy, 
Great  Britain  will  be  compelled,  however  reluct- 
antly, after  reasonable  notice,  to  have  recourse  to 
such  measures  of  retaliation  a»  may  then  appear 
to  be  just  and  necessary. 

W£8TMlNgTEa,4|>rU21,lSl2^       . 


At  the  Court  at  Carlton  House,  the  2lst  of  April,. 

1812:  Present,  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Prince 

.Regent,  in  Council: 

Whereas,  the  Government  of  France  has^  by 
ai^  official  report,  communicated  by  its  Minister 
for  Foreign  Afiairs  to  the  Conservative  Senate,, 
on  the  10th  of  March  last,  removed  all  doubts  as 
to  the  perseverance  of  that  Government  in  the 
assertion  of  principles,  and  in  the  maintenance  of 
a  system  not  more  hostile  to  the  maritime  righta. 
and  commercial  interests  of  the  Britis:h  empire,* 
than  inconsistent  with  the  rights  and  indepeh"^ 
dence  of  neutral  nations,  and  has  therebv  plainly, 
developed  the  inordinate  pretensions  wnich  that 
system,  as  promulgated  in  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Milan,  va^from  the  first  designed  to  enforce:- 

And  whereas  His  Majesty  has  invariably  pro* 
fesse.d  his  readiness  to  revoke  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil adopted  thereupon,  as  soon  as  the  said  decrees  ' 
of  the  enemy  should  be  formally  and  uncondi- 
tionally repealed,  and.  the  commerce  of  neutral 
nations  restored  to  its  accustomed  course : 

His  Royal  Highness,  the  Prince  Regent,  anx-* 
ious  to  give  the  mo^t  decisive  proof  of  His  Royal 
Highness's  disposition   to  perform   the  engage*'' 
qients  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  is  pleased,    ' 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majestv, . 
and  by  afld  with  the  advice  of  His  Majesty^s 
R^ivy  Council,  to  order  and  declare,  and  it  it 
hereby^  ordered  and  declared,  that  if,  at  any  tim« 
hereafter,  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  shall,  by> 
some  authentic  act  of  the  French  Goveroment,. 
publicly  promulgated,  be  absolutely  and  unooor 
ditionally  repealed,  then,. and.  from^^  thenceforth, 
the  Order  in  Council  of  the  seventh  day  of  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  aod 
the  Order  in  Council  of  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and   nine, 
shaM,  without  any  further  order,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby  declared  from  thenceforth  to  be.  whol- 
ly and  absoluteljr  revolted:  And  further,  tnat  the 
full  benefit  of  this  order  shall  be  extended  to  any 
ship  Of  cargo  captured  subsequent  to  such  ao-. 
thentic  act  of  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  al- 
though, antecedent  to  such  repeal,  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  have  commenced,  and  shall  be  in  thct 
prosecution  of  a  voyage ,  whicji,  under  the  said  ' 
Orders  ia  Council,  or  one  of  them,  would  have 
subjected  her  to  capture  and  condemnation;  an4 
the  claimant  of  any  ship  or  cargo,  which  shall  be 
captured  or  brought  to  adjudication,  on  accoanf 
of  any  alleged  breach  of  either  of  the  said  Orders 
in  Council,  at  any  time  subsequent  to  such  au-* 
thenUc  act  of  repeal  by  the  French  Giovernment, 
shall,  without  any  further  order  or  declaration  oa 
the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Government  on  this 
subject,  be  at  libertjr  to  give  iq  evidence  in  the 
.High  Court  of  Admiralty,  or  any  Court  of  Vic^ 
Admiralty  before  which  such  ship  or  cargo  shall 
be  brought  for  adjudication,  that  such  repeal. by 
the  French  Government  had  been,  by  such  aa- 
tbentic  act,  promulgated  prior  to  such  capture} 
and,  upon  proof  tnereof,  the  voyage  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  have  been  as  lawful  as  if 
the  said  Orders  in  Council  had  never  been  made  $ 
saving,  nevertheless,  to  the  captors  such  protec- 
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tion  aod  indemnUy  a^  they  may  be  equitably  en- 
titled to  ID  the  judgroeDt  of  tne  said  coart,  by 
reason,  of  their  ifnorance^  or  uncertainty  as  to 
Xhe  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  or  of  the  recog- 
«)ition  of  such  repeal  by  His  Majesty '^  Govern- 
4nent  at  the  time  of  such  capture. 
'  His  Royal  Highness,  however,  deems  it  proper 
*tb  declare,  that,  should  the  repeal  of  the  French 
•^decrees,  thus  anticipated  and  provided  for.  prove 
.afterwards  to  have  been  illusory  on  the  part  of 
•the  enemy,  and  should  the  restrictions  thereof  be 
still  practically  enforced  or  revived  bytbe  enemy, 
-Great  Britain  will  be  compelled,  however  reluct- 
antly, after  reasonable  notice,  to  have  recourse  to 
;such  measures  of  retaliation  as  may  then  appear 
to  be  just  and  necessary; 

And  the  Ri|fat  Honorable  the  Lords  Commis-. 
sioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  His  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  df  State,  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Jodge  of 
the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  (ind  the  Judges  of 
the  Courts  of  Vice  Admiralty^  are  to  take  the 
necessary  measures  herein  as  to  them  shall  re* 
spectivefy  appertain.  CHETWYND. 

Mr.  Raaaell  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

London,  May  2, 1812. 
Sir:  After  closme;  the  dqnlioaie  of  my  letter 
to  you  of  the  26th  ultimo,  1  aiscovered  t^e  copy 
of  the  note  of  Lord  Castlereagh  to  me  of  tne 
21st  had  been  left  out  by  mistake,  t  take  the 
liberty,  therefore,  of  now  handing  it  to  you. 
I  am,  with  the  highest  consideration,  4bc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 
Hon.  James  Monroe,  ^. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Rustell's  leUerof  2d  May,  1813.] 
Lord  Castlereagh  to  Mr.  RusselL 

Foreign  Office,  April  21, 1810. 

The  undersigned,  His  Maiesty's  pincipal  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Foreign  Afiair«,  is  commanded 
<by  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Prince  Regent,  to 
transmit  to  Mr.  Russell,  Charg§  d'Aflfairs  of  the 
Governnient  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  enclosed  copy  of  a  declaration,  accompanying 
-  all  Order  in  Council,  wbich  has  been  this  day 
passed  by  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Prince  Re- 
gent in  Uouncil. 

The  undersigned  is  commanded  by  th^  Prince 
Regent  to  request  that  Mr.  Russell,  in  making 
this  communication  to  his  Government,  will  rep: 
resent  this  measure  as  conceived  in  the  true  spirit 
of  conciliation,  and  with  a  due  regard,  on  the 
part  of  His  Royal  Highness,  to  the  honor  and 
interests  of  the  United  States;  and  the  under- 
aigned  ventures  to  express  his  confident  hope  that 
this  decisive  proof  of  the  amicable  sentiments 
which  animate  the  councils  of  His  Royal  High- 
ness towards  America  may  accelerate  the  return 
of  amity  and  mutual  confidence  between  the  two 
States. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  repeat  to  Mr.  Russell  the  assuranoes  of 
his  high  consideratioo. 

CASTLERBAQQL 


Mr.  Ruisell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  Moiy  25, 1812. 

SiRr  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  yon  herein  t 
copy  of  my  note  of  the  20th  of.  this  month,  com- 
knunicating  to  Lord  Castlereagh  a  decree  of  the 
French  Government,  dated  the  28ih  of  February, 
1811,  and  of  two  letters  of  the  French  Ministers 
of  the  25th  of  December,  1810.  I  also  seod  yon 
copies'  of  that  decree,  and  of  a  note  from  his 
Lordship  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  iny  com- 
munication, and  engaging  to  submit  the  docQ- 
ments  above-mentioned  to  His  Royal  Highoeu 
the  Prince  Regent.    I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL 

Hon.  Jahes  Monroe^  Esq.,  dbc. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Riusell's  despatch  of  May  35.] 
Mt.  Russell  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 
18,  Bevtinck  STRBkT,  Afo^  20, 1812. 

The  undersigned  Charg6  d'Afiaires  of  the  Wnv 
ted.  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  Lord  Castlereagh  authentic  copies  of  a  decree 
purporting  to  be  passed  by  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  on  the  28ih  of  April,  1811,  of  a  letter 
addressed  by  the  French  Minister  of  Finance  to 
the  Director  General  of  the  Customs  on  the  2Sth 
December,  1810,  and  of  another  letter  of  the 
same  date,  from  the  French  Minister  of  Justice 
10  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Prizes. 

As  these  acts  explicitly  recognise  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  Berlin  and  .Milan  decrees,  in  relatioo 
to  the  Uiiited  States,  and  distinctly  make  thii 
revocation  to  take  efiect.from  the  Isi  November, 
1810,  the  undersigned  cannot  but  persuade  him- 
self that  they  will,  in  the  oflScial  and  autbe&iie 
form  in  which  they  are  now  presented  to  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  Government,  remove  all 
doubt  with  respect  to  the  revooation  inquesttoo; 
and,  joined  with  the  all  powerful  coosideratioos 
of  justice  and  expediency  so  often  suggested,  lead 
to  like  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in  CoudciI, 
and  thereby  to  a*  renewal  of  that  perfect  amity 
aixd  unrestricted  intercourse  between  this  codo- 
try  and  the  United  States,  which  the  obriou? 
interests  of  both  nations  require.  The  under- 
signed avails  himself,  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

Palacb  op  St*  Clodd,  April  28,  l^^^- 
Napoleon,  Emperor  nfthe  f)renchj  ^ 
On  the  report  of  oar  Minister  of  Foreign  B***" 
t'ons: 

Seeing  by  a  law  passed  oa  the  2d  March,  lolj'i 
tlie  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  ordered 
the  execution  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  non- 
intercourse  which  prohibits  the  vessels  and  oef 
chandise  of  Great  Britain,  her  coloaies,  and  de- 
pendencies, from  entering  into  the  ports  of  tne 
United  States: 

Considering  that  the  said  law  is  an  act  of  r^ 
sistance  to  the  arbitrary  pretensions  coosecratea 
by  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  aod  a  forinai 
refusal  to  adhere  to  a  system  invading  the  intf*- 
pendence  of  neutral  Powers  and  of  their  nag? 
.we  have  ordei^d  and  do  decree  as  folloivs: 
The  dacreea  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  defiat- 
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tirelf ,  aad  ui  date  from  Ist  >Noy«nbar  last,  eon- 
sidered  as  not  ezistiog  in  regard  to  Americaii 

NAPOLEON. 
Bj  the  Bicperor : 
The  Minister  Secretary  of  dute, 

THE  COUNT  DARA. 


Lerd  CMtlereag h  to  Mr.  Ru«eU. 

Foreign  Office,  May  23, 1812. 

Lord  Castlereagh  presents  his  oomplimeDts  to 
Mr.  Russellj  and  has  the  honor  to  acKnowledge 
the  receipt  of  his  official  note  of  the  20ih  instant, 
traDsmitting  copies  of  two  official, letters  of  the 
French  Ministers,  and  of  a  decree  of  the  French 
Government,  bear  ins  date  the  28th  of  April.  1811. 
Lord  Castlereagh  will  immediately  lay  these  doc- 
umeots  before  His  Roy^l  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  and  avails  himself  of  t^is  opportunity  to 
renew  to  Mr.  Russell  the  assurances  of  his  high 
consideration. 

Jonathan  Rusaell,  Esq. 


Mr.  Rnasell  to  the  Seeretftiy  of  8Ute. 

London,  June  26, 1812. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  to  you,  herein, 
an  Order  of  Coumsil  of  the  23d  of  this  month, 
reyokiog  the  Orders,  in  Council  of  the  7th  of 
January,  1807.  and  of  the  26ib  of  Aprils  1809. 

To  this  decree  I  haye  added  copies  of  two  notes 
of  the  same  date  from  Lord  Castlereagh,  accom- 
panying the  communication  of  it  to  me,  and  also 
a  copy  of  my  answer.  • 

With  great  respect  and  consideration,  lam.  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

At  the  Court  at  Carltpn  House,  Jane  23, 1812 : 
Present,  His  Royal  HigtHie:fs  the.  Prince  Re- 
gent in  CoanciL 

Whereas,  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent was  pleased  to  declare,  in  the  nakne  and  on 
the  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  on  the  21st  day  of 
April,  1812,  ''that  if  at  anytime  hereafter  thje 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  shall,-  by  somft  authen- 
tic act  of  the  French  GbTernment,  publicly  pro- 
mnlgated,  be  absolotely  and  ancoodltionally  re- 
pealed, then,  and  from  thenceforth,  the  Order  in 
CoQQcil  of  the  7th  of  J'anuary,  1807.  and  the  Or- 
der in  Council  of  the  e6th  of  April,  1809,  shall, 
without  any  further  order,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  declared  from  thenceforth  to  be,  wholly 
aod  aosolutely  reyolted:'^ 

And  whereas  the  Chargft  de  Affaires  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  resident  at  this  Court, 
did,  on  the  20th  day  of  May  last,  transmit  to 
Lord  Vifcount  Castlereagh,  one  of  His  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  a  copy  of  a  certain 
instrument  then  for  the  first  time  communicated 
to  this  Coart,  purportins  to  be  a  ^cree  passed 
by  the  Gorernment  of  France  dn  the  28tn  -day 
of  April,  by  which  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lin  are  declared  to  be  definitiyely  no  longer  in 
furee  in  regard  to  American  yesseis: 

And  whereas  His  Royal  Highoeas  the  Prince 
Regent,  althoogh  he  cannot  consider  the  tejior 


of  the  said  insirumeat  aa  satisfying  the  conditions 
set  forth  in  the  same  order  of  the  21st  day  of 
April  last,  upon  which  the  said  orders  were  -to- 
cease  and  determine,  is  neyertheless  disposed  oa' 
bis  part  to  take  such  measures  as  may  tend  to 
re-establish  the  intercourse  between  neutral  and- 
belligerent  nations  upon  its  accustomed  princi- 
ples :    His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  in 
the  nam^  and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  is 
therefore  pleased,  by  and  with  the  adyice  of  His 
Majesty's  Priy  v  Council,  to  order  and  declare,  and 
it  is  hereby  oroered  and  declared,  that  the  Order 
in  Council  bearing  date  the  7th-  day  of  January. 
1807,  and  the  Order  in  Council  bearing  d:«te  tbe- 
26th  day  of  April,  1809.  be  reyoked,  so  Mr  aa  may 
regard  American  yesseis, and  their  cargoes,  being 
Amoricap  property,  from  the  Ist  day  of  August 
next. 

But  wliereas,  by  certain  acts  of  the  Goyern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  of  America,  all  British 
armed  yesseis  are  excluded  from  the  harbors  and 
waters  of  the  said  United  States,  the  armed  yesseis 
of  France' beioff  permitted  to  enter  therein,  and. 
the  commercial  intercourse  bet  ween -Great  Brit* 
ain  and  the  said  United  States  is  interdicted,  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  France  and  the 
said  United  States  haying  been  restored.  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  is  pleased 
hereby  further  to  declare,  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  His  Majesty,  that  if  the  Goyernment 
of  the  said  United  States  shall  not,  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  this  order  shall  haye  been  duly  no- 
tified bv  His  Majesty's  Minfster  in  America  to 
the  said  G6yernment,  reyoke,  or  cause  to  be  re- 
yoked,  the  said  acts,  this  present  order  shall,  in 
that  case,  after  due  notice  signified  by  His  Ma-. 
jesty's  Minister  In  America  to  the  saidGoyera** 
meat,  be  thenceforth  null  and  of  no  effect. 

It  is  further  ordered  and  declared^  that  all 
American  yesself,  and  their  cargoes,  being  Amer- 
itan  properly,  that  shall  h^ye  been  captured  sub* 
sequently  to  the  20th  day  of  May  .last,  for  a  breach 
of  the  aforesaid  Orders  in  Council  alone,  and 
which  shall  not  have  been  actually  condemned 
before  the  date  of  this  order,  and  that  all  ships 
and  cargoes,  as  aforesaid,  that  shall  henceforth 
.  be  captured  under  the  saia  orders  prior  to  the  1st 
day  of  August  next,  shall  not  be  proceeded  against 
to  condemnation  till  further  orders ;  but  shall,  in 
the  event  of  this  order  not  becoming  null  and  of 
no.effect,in  the  case  aforesaid,  be  forthwith  liber- 
ated and  restored,  subject  to  such  reasonable  ex- 
peiises  on  the  part  of  the  captors  as  shall  have 
been  justly  incurred- 

Provided  that  nothing  in  this  order  contained, 
respecting  the  revocation  of  the  orders  herein 
mentioned,  shall  be  taken  to  revive  wholly  or  in 
part  the  Orders  in  Council  of  the  11th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1807,  or  any  other  order  not  herein  mention- 
edfOf  to  deprive  parties  of  any  legal  remedy  to 
which  they  may  be  entitled  under  the  Order  in 
Council  of  the  21st  April,  1812. 

His  Royal  Highness  is  hereby  pleased  further 
to  declare,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  His. 
Majesty,  that  nothing  in  this  present  order  coo** 
tained  shall  be  understood  to  preclude  Hia  Royal 
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Highoess  the  Priaee  Regent,  if  .eireumitMieei 

shall  so  require,  from  restorui^,  after  reasonable 
notice,  tbe  orders  of  tke  7tb  Janoary,  1907,  and 
the  26th  of  April,  1809,  or  any  part  thereof,  to 
their  fall  efiect,  or  from  taking  saeh  other  raea* 
sitres  of  retaliation  against  the  enemy  as  may  ap- 
pear to  His  Royal  Ilighness  to  be  just  and  neees- 
sarv. 

And  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  His  Majestjr's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  the  Lords  Comrois* 
sioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Judge  of  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  the  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Vice  Admiralty,  are  to  fake  the  neces- 
sary measures  herein  as  to  them  may  respect* 
ively  appertain. 

JAMES  DULLER. 


Lord  Castlereagh  to  Mr.  Russell. 

Foreign  Office,  June  23, 1812. 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  the  Prince  Regent 
to  transmit  to  you,  for  your  informationj  the  en- 
closed printed  copy  of  an  Order  in  Council  which 
His  Royal  Highness,  acting  in  the  name'and  on 
behalf  of  His  Majesty,  was  this  day  pleased  to  is- 
sue for  the  revocation  (on  the  conditions  therein 
specified)  of  the  Orders  in  Council  of  the  17th 
January,  1807,  and  of  the  26th  of  April,  1809,  so 
far  as  may  regard  American  vessels  and  their  car- 
'goes,  being  American  property,  from  the  1st  of 
August  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. . 

CASTLERBAGH. 

JoNATBAN  Russell,  ES^q^  &>c. 

Loid  Castlereagh.  to  Mr.  RnsaeU. 

Foreign  Office.  June  23, 1812^. 
'  Sir:  In  communicating  to  your  Qovernment 
the  Order  in  Council  of  this  date^  revoking  (un- 
der Certain  conditions  therein  specified)  those  of 
January  7th,  1807,  and  of  April  26th,  1809,  I  am 
to  request  that  you  will  at  the  same  time  acquaint 
them,  that  the  Prince  R-egent's  Ministers  have 
taken  the  earliest  opportunity,  after  the  resumntion 
of  the  Government,  to  adVise  His  Royal  High- 
ness to  the  adoption  of  a  measure  grounded  upon 
the  docdment  communicated  by  you  to  this  office 
on  the  20th  ultimo ;  and  His  Royal  Highness 
hopes  that  this  proceeding,  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Government,  may  accelerate  a  good  un* 
derstandiog  on  all  points  of  difference  between 
the  two  States. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  have  the  honor  of  seeing 
you  at  the-  Foreign  Office  at  2  o'clock  to-morrow, 
and  beg  to  apprize  you  that  one  of  His  Majesty's 
vessels  will  sail  fot  America  with  the  despatches 
of  the  Government  in  the  course  of  the  preset t 
week.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dl&c. 

CASTLEREAGH. 

Jonathan  Russell,  Esq.^  ^. 


the  Tefteipt  o(  tba  two'  notes  addtttsed  to  me  by 
your  Lordship  on  the  28d  of  this  month,  enclos- 
ing an  Order  in  Council,  issued  that  day  bjr  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  acting  intbe 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Britannic  Blajesty, 
for  the  revocation  (on  the  t^onditions  thereia  s^ 
cified)  of  the  Orders  in  Council  of  the  7ih  of 
Jannaryi  1807,  and  of  the  26th  of  April,  1809,  so 
far  as  may  regard  American  ireasels  aod  tiieic 
carffoes,  being  American  property,  from  the  1st 
of  August  next. 

In  communicating  this  document  to  my  Gor« 
ernment,  I  shall)  with  mueh  satisfaction,  accom- 
pany it  with  the  hopes  which  yoa  state  to  be 
entertained  by  His  Koyal  Highness  the  Pnoee 
Regent,  that  it  may  accelerate  a  good  understand- 
ing on  all  points  of  difference  between  the  two 
States.  I  am  the  more  encouraged  to  beliere 
that  these  hopes  will  not  be  disappointed,  from 
the  assurances  which  youT  Lordship  was  pleased 
to  give  me,  in  the  conversation  of  this  moroiDg, 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Lordship,  the  bloct 
ade  of  the  16ih  May,  1806,  had  been  merged  ia 
the  Orders  in  Council,  now  revoked,  and  exiio- 
guished  with  them»  aod  that  no  ci^nditioa  con- 
tained in  the  order  of  the '23d  instant  is  to  be 
interpreted  to  restrain  the  Government  of  tbe 
United  States  from  the  exercise  of  its  right  to 
exclude  Britisli  armed  vessels  froni  the  harbors 
and  waters  of  the  United  States,  whenever  (here 
shall  be  special  apd  sufficient  cause  for  so  doing. 
or  whenever  such  exclusion  shall,  from  a  general 
policy,  be  extended  to  the  armed  vessels  of  tbe 
enemies  of  Great  Britain.  This  assurance,  I  am 
happy  to  consider  as  evidence  of  a  coQciUatorf 
spirit,  which,  will  afford,  oo  eyery  other  point  of 
difference,  an  explanation  equally  frank  and  satis- 
factory,   i  am,  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSfiLL 


*  Mr.  Russell  to  Lord  .Castlereagh* 

18  BfiNTiNCJK  STRt^T.  June  26, 1812. 
My  Lobd:    I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 


Mr.  Russell  to  tbe  Secretary  of  SUte. 

.  Lok DON,  JWy  2, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  afforded 
by  the  British  packet  to  transmit  to  you  a  copr 
of  a  note  from  Lord  Castlereagh,  of  the  29ih  ul- 
timo, whioh  I  trust  will  pat  at  rest  the  blockade 
of.1806. 

1  acknowledge  the  receipt  o^  this  note,  as  j&a, 
will  observe  by  the  eaelosed  oopy  of  my  rep^Ft 
without  a  comment. 

I  did  not  think  it  useful  to  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion at  this  moment  coneeraing  the  legality  of 
that  blockade,  which,  as  no  new  doctrine  sppeti^ 
to  be  assiK&ed,  is  mAde  to  depend  oa  the  fact^ 
the  application  of  an  adequate  force. 

In  like  manner  I4iave  forborne  to  notice  bis 
Lordship^s  observations  concerning  the  exclusioa 
from  our  porls  of  British  vessels  of  war.  Ai 
such  exclusion  is  required  to  aeoord  with  tbe  ob- 
ligations of  strict  neutrality  only,  the  cooduct 
and  character  of  the  Government  of  the  Uaited 
Staes  furnish  security  against  any  quesiaoaan*' 
inff  on  that  subject.    , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^. 

JONATHAN  BUSSBLL 


1781 


APPENDIX. 


1782 


HeUaiong  with  Great  Britain. 


LordX$Mtl«rteg1i  to  Mr.  RumII, 

Foreign  Oppicb,  June  29, 1812. 

Lord  Castlereagh  has  the  honor  to  aeknowl- 
edge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Russell's  communication 
oftfae26tb  instant. 

That  no  mistake  may  prerati  upon  the  expla- 
nation given  in  conTersation  bjT  Lord  Castlereagh 
to  Mr.  Rossell,  on  the  two  points  referred  to  in 
Mr  Russell's  letter,  Lord  Castlereagh  begs  leave 
to  re-state  to  Mr.  Russell,  with  respect  to  the 
blockade  of  May,  1806,  that,  in  point  of  fact,  this 
nrticalar  blockade  has  been  dt9coDtinued  for  a 
Wth  of  time:  the  general  retaliatory  blockade 
of  the  enemy's  ports,  established  unaer  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  of  November,  1807,  having  ren- 
dered the  enforcement  of  it  l^y  His  Majesty's  ships 
of  war  no  longer  necessary ;  and  that  His  Majes> 
ty's  Government  have  no  intention  of  recurring 
to  this  or  to  any  other  bl6ckades  of  the  enemy's 
ports^  founded  tipon  the  ordinary  and  accustomed 
principles  of  maritime  law,  which  were  in  force 
prerioas  to  the  Order  in  Council,  without  a  new 
notice  to  neutral  Powers  in  the  usual  forms. 

With  respect  to  the  provision  of  the  order  of 
the  23d  instant.  Which  refers  to  the  admission  of 
British  9hip8  of  war  into  the  harbors  and  waters 
of  the  United  States,  Lord  Castlereagh  informs 
Mr.  Russell,  that  this  claim  is  made  iti  conse- 
qoeoeeof  His  Majesty's  ships  being  now  excluded, 
whilst  those  of  the  enemy  are  admitted.  It  is  the 
partial  admission  of  one  of  the  belligerents  of 
which  Great  Britain  feels  hfirself  eniitUd  to  com- 
plain, as  a  preference  in  favor  of  the  enemy  in- 
compatible with  the  obligation  of  strict  neutrality. 
Were  the  exclusion  general,  the  British  Qovern-> 
ment  would  consider  such  a  measure,  on  the  part 
of  America,  as  matter  of  discussion  between  the 
two  States,  bat  not  as  an  act  of  partiality  of  whteii 
they  bad  in  the  first  instaiice  a  right  to  complain. 

Lord  Castlereagh  avails  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  renew  to  Mr.  Rusaell  the  assarances  of 
high  consideration. 

Mr.  Rmsell  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

18.  Bbhtimck  Str£st,  Juiff  2, 1811. 

Mr.  Russell  haa  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  note  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  dated  the 
29(h  altimo,  cootaioing  explaoaiioos  relative  to 
the  two  poiocs  referred  to  in  Mr,  Russell's  note 
of  the  26tb  of  that  month,  and  will  cake  the  ear- 
liest opportunity  of  Gommunicating  it  to  his  Gov-t 
ernment. 

Mr.  Russell  begs  leave  to  avail  himself  of  this 
i)ccasion  to  repeat  to  Lord  Castlereagh  the  assar- 
raoces  of  his  high  consideration. 


^^^^Cmretpondente  between  the  Btitieh  Wnietet  mt 

WiuhingUm  and  the  Seentmy  of  State  of  the  VnOed 

StaUt. 
Mr.  Foster  Envey  Extraordinaiy  and  Minister  Fleni* 

polefttiary  of  Gfeai  Britain,  to  Jamas  Monroe,  Sm^ 

rslaiy  of  State  of  ths  Unitsd  States. 

WAaHiicoTOiff  July  2, 1811. 
Sia:  I  hnve  the  honor  to  toform' you  that  I 
uve  reeeiwed  the  special  commaadaof  Hi*  Roy* 


a1  Highness  the  Prince  Reeent,  acting  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  nis  Majesty,  to  make 
an  early  communication  to  you  of  the  sentiments 
"which  His  Royal  Highness  was  pleased;  on  the 
pfcrt  of  His  Majesty,  to  express  to  Mr.  Pinkney, 
upon  the  occasion  of  his  audience  of  leave. 

His  Royal  Highness  signified  to  Mr.  Pinkney 
the  deep  regret  with  which  he  learned  that  Mr. 
Pinkne^  conceived  himself  to  be  bound  by  the 
instructions  of  his  Qovernment  to  take  his  depar- 
ture from  England. 

His  Royal  Highness  informed  Mr.  Pinkney  that 
one  of  the  earliest  acts  of  his  Government,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  was  to 
iippoint  an  Envdy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States;  and  added  that  this  appointment  had  been 
made  in  the  spirit  of  amity,  and  with  a  view  of 
maintaining  the  subsisting  relations  of  friendship ' 
between  the  two  countries. 

His  Royal  Highness  further  decrared  to  Mr. 
Pinkney  that  he  was  most  sincerely  and  anxious- 
ly desirous,  on  the  part  of  His  'Majesty,  to  culti-  . 
vate  a  good  understanding  with  the  United  States,' 
by  every  means  consistent  with  the  preservation 
of  the  maritime  rights  and  interests  of  the  British' 
Empire. 

His  Royal  Highness  particularly  desired  that 
Mr.  Pinkney  would  communicate  these  declara- 
tions to  the  United  States  in  the  manner  which 
might  appear  best  calculated  to  satisfy  the  Presi- 
dent of  His  Royal  Highnesses  solicitude  to  facil- 
itate an  amicable  discussion  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  upon  every  point  of 
difference  which  had  arisen  between  the  two 
Governments.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOStER. 

The  Hon.  Jambb  Monroc,  dkc. 


Mr.  Poster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Wasbinotoii,  July  3, 1811. 

Sint  I  have  the  honor  of  stating  to  you,  ver- 
bally, the  system  of  defence  to  which  His  Majes- 
ty  has  been  compelled  to  resqrt,  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  the  maritime  rights  and  iiltere^ts  of' 
his  dominions  against  the  new  deseription  of  war* 
fare  that  has  been  adopted  by  his  enemiea.  I 
have  presented  to  you  the  grounds  upon  which 
Jlis  Majesty  finds  himself  still  obtrjged  to  conCinae 
that  system,  and  I  cooceire  that  I  ^hall  best  meet 
your  wishes,  as  expressed  to  me  this  morning,  if 
•in  a  more  formal  shape  I  should  lay  before  you' 
the  whole  extent  of  the  qdeatioti  as  it  appears  to 
His  Majestv'a  Govetnment  to  exist  between  Great 
Britain  anu  Aifkerica. 

I  beg  leave  to  oall  your  attention,  sir.  to  the 
principler  on  which  lib  Majesty's  OnJers  in 
Ck)Uoeil  wefe  originally  foanded.  The  decree  of 
Berlin  was  directly  and  expresslv  an  act  of  war, 
by  which  France  prohibited  all  nations  from 
trade  or  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  under 
peril  of  confiscation  of  their  ships  and  merchtfn-* 
dise,  although  France  had  not  the  means  of  im- 
pesinf  an  actual  blockade  in  anj^  degree  adeq^uate 
to  such  a  purpose.    The  immediate  and  profcBaa4 
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object  of  thif  hostile  decree  was  the  4®strac(ioB 
of  aii  British  commerce,  through  means  entirely 
QDsancttoned  by  the  law  of  nations,  aod  aoau- 
thorized  by  any  received  doctrine  qf  legiiima,te 
blockade.  « 

This  violation  of  the  established  law  of  civil- 
ized natiops  in  war,  woald  have  justified  Great 
Britain  in  retaliating  upon  the  enemy  by  a  simi- 
lar interdiction  of  aU  commerce  with  France  and 
with  such  other  countries  as  might  co-operate 
with  France  in  her  system  of  commercial  hostil- 
ity against  Great  Britali^ 

The  object  of  Great  Britain  was  not,  however, 
the  destruction  of  trade,  but  its  preservation^  un- 
der such  regulations  as  might  be  compatible  with 
her  own  security,  at  the  same  time  that  she  ex- 
tended ao  indulgence  to  foreign  commerce  which 
strict  principles  would  have  entitled  her  to  with- 
hold. The  retaliation  of  Great  Britain  was  not, 
therefore,  urged  to  the  full  extent  of  her  risbt; 
cur  prohibition  of  French  trade  was  not  absolute, 
hut  modified;  and  in  return  for  llie  absoli:^te  pro- 
hibition of  all  trade  with  Great  Britain,  we  pro- 
hibited not  all  commerce  with  France,  but  all 
floch  commerce  with  France  as  should  not  be  car- 
ried on  through  Great  Britain. 

It  was  evident  that  this  system  must  prove  pre- 
judicial to  neutral  nations:  this  calamitj  was 
foreseen  and  deeply  regretted.  But  the  injury  to 
the  neutral  natfon  arose  from  the  agg/ession  of 
France,  which  had  compelled  Great  Britain,  in 
her  own  defence,  to  resort  to  adequate  retaliatory 
Itieasures  of  war.  The  operation  on  the  Ameri- 
can commerce  of  those  precautions  which  the 
conduct  of  France  had  rendered  indispensable  to 
our  security,  is  therefore  to  be  ascribed  to  theun- 
warrantable  aggression  of  France,  and  not  to  those 
proceedings  on  the. part  of  Great  Britain  which 
that  aggression  had  rendered  necessary  and  just. 

The  object  of  our  system  was  merely  to  coun- 
teract an  attempt  to  crush  the  British  trade ; 
Great  Britain  endeavored  to  permit  the  Conti- 
nent to  receive  as  large  a  portion  of  commerce  as 
might  be  pra|:ticabLe  through  Great  Britain  ;  and 
all  her  subsequent  regulations,  and  every  modifi- 
cation, of  her  system  by  new  orders  or  modes  of 
granting  or  withholding  licensea,  have  been  cal- 
culated for  the  purpose  of  eocouraging  the  trade 
of  neutrals  through  Great  Britain,  whenever  such 
eDcoura|;ement  might  appear  advantageous  to  the 
general  interests  of  commerce,  and  consistent  with 
the  public  safety,  of  the  nation. 

.The  justification  of  His  Majesty's  Orders  in 
Council,  and  the  continuance  of  that  defence, 
have  always  been  rested  upon  the  existence  of  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  and  on  the  persever- 
ance of  the  enemy  in  the  system  of  hostility  which 
has  subverted  the  rights  of  neutral  commerce  on 
the  Cotttrnent ;  and  it  has  always  been  declared, 
09  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Groverament,  that 
whenever  France  should  have  effectually  repeal- 
ed the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  and  shoald 
have  restored  neutral  commerce  to  the  condition 
in  which  it  stood  previously  to  the,  promulgation 
of  those  decrees,  we  should  immediateiy  repeal 
out  Orders  in  C.oujacUt 


France  hma  asserted  that  the  decree  of  Berlin 
was  a  measure  of  just  retaliation  on  her  part,  oc. 
casioned  by  our  previous  aggression ;  aod  (it 
French  Government  has  insist^  that  our  system 
of  blockade,  as  it  existed  previously  to  the  decree 
of  Berlin,  was  a  manifest  violation  of  the  reeeifed 
law  of  nations.  We  must,  therefore,  sir,  refer  to 
the  articles  of  the  Berlin  decree  to  find  the  princi* 
plesof  our  system  of  blockade,  which  Francecoou- 
ders  to  be  new,  and  contrary  to  the  law  of  natiooi. 

By  the  fourth  and  eisrhth  articles,  itis8tated.a9 
a  justification  of  the  French  decree,  that  Great 
Britain  ^^  extends  to  unfortified  towns  and  com* 
merciai  ports,  to  harbors,  and  to  the  mouths  of 
rivers,  those  rights  of  blockade,  which,  by  reasoa 
and  the  usage  of  nations,  are  applicable  only  to 
fortified  places;  and  that  the  rights  of  blockade 
ought  to  be  limited  to  fortresses  really  invested  bf 
a  sufficient  force.'' 

It  is  added,  in  the  same  articles,  (hat  Great 
l^ritain  "  has  declared  places  to  be  in  a  state  of 
blockade  before  which  she  has  not  a  single  ship 
of  war,  and  even  places  which  the  whole  British 
force  would  be  insufficient  to  blockade,  entire 
coasts  and  a  Whole  Empire." 

Neither  the  practice  of  Great  Britain  nor  the 
law  of  nations  nas  ever  sanctioned  the  rule  now 
laid  down  by  France,  that  no.place,  excepting  fo^ 
tresses  in  a  complete  stale  of  investiture,  can  be 
deemed  lawfully  blockaded  by  sea. 

-If  such  a  rule  were  to  be  admitted,  it  would  be 
come  nearly  impracticable  for  Great  Briuio  to 
attempt  the  blockade  of  any  port  of  theConiiDeDt; 
and  our  submission  to  this  perversion  of  the  law 
of  nations,  while  it  would  destroy  one  of  theprio- 
cipal  advantages  of  our  naval  superiority,  woold 
sacrifice  the  common  rights  and  interests  of  ail 
maritime  States. 

It  was  evident  that  the  blockade  of  Hay,  1806, 
was  the  principal  pretended  justification  of  the 
decree  of  Berlin,  though  neither  the  principles  oa 
which  that  blockade  was  founded,  nor  its  praeti* 
eal  operation,  afforded  any  cpior  for  the  proceed- 
ings of  France. 

In  point  of  date  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  pn- 
ceded  the  Berlin  decree ;  but  it  was  a  just  and 
legal  blockade  according  to  the  established  law 
of  nations,  because  it  was  inteofded  to  be  ooaio- 
tained.  and  was  actually  maintnined.  by  an  ade- 
ouate  force  appointed  to  guard  the  whole  coast, 
described  in  the  notification,  aod,  conseqaentiy , 
to  enforce  the  blockade. 

Great  Brit,ain  has  never  attempted  to  dispute 
that,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  law  of  aatioos, 
DO  blockade  can  be  justifiable  or  valid  unless  it 
be  supported  bv  an  adequate  force  destined  to 
maintain  it,  ana  to  expose  to  hazard  all  vessels  at- 
tempting to  evade  its  operation.  The  blockade 
of  May,  1606,  was  notified  by  Mr.  Secreury  Fox 
on  this  clear  principle;  nor  was  that  blockade  an- 
nounced until  he  had  satisfied  himself,  by  a  com- 
pionicatton  with  His  Majesty's  Board  of  Adim- 
ralty,  that  fhe  Adnaliraky  possessed  the«]eans,aiKl 
would  employ  ihem,  of  watching  the  whole  coast, 
fronft  Brest  to  the  £ibe,  aod  of  effectaally  enfofc 
ing  the  blookadei» 
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TIm  bfcwkade  of  M*y,  1806^  was,  tlMrefore,-  (a«- 
eordipg  to  the  doetrtDemaintaiiied  by  Qremi  BriC- 
aio,)  just  and  lawfol  in  its  origin,  because  it  was 
supported,  both  in  int^ntioQ  and  fact,  bf  an  ade- 
quate oaral  force.  This. was  the jastifieatioD  of 
that  blockade  oatii  the  period  of  time  when  the 
Orders  in  Cooncil  were  issoed. 

The  Orders  in  Coancil  were  founded  oo  a  dis* 
tioet  principle — that  of  defensire  retaliation. 
Prance  had  declared  a>  blockade  of  i^li  the  ports 
and  eoasu  of  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies, 
without  assigning,  or  being  able  to  asiign,  any 
force  to  support  &al  blockade.  Such  an  act  of 
the  enemy  would  hare  justified  a  declaration  of 
the  bbekade  of  the  whole  ebast  of  France,  eren 
withoat  the  applieatioa  of  any  particular  force  to 
that  service,  oince  the  promulgation^ of  tha  Or- 
ders in  GouBcil,  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  has 
been  sustained  and  extended  by  the  more  com- 
prebeosiva  system  of  defesCva  retaHtiioa,  on 
which  those  regulations  are  founded.  But  if  the 
Orders  in-CooAcil  irhoold  be  abrogated,  the  block- 
ade of  May,  1806,  could  not  continue  under  our 
eoostTQctioa.  of  the  law  of  nations,  •  unless  that, 
blockade shoald  be  maintained  by  a  due  applies-' 
tioD  of  an  adequate  naval  force. 

America  appears  to  eoneur  with  France  in  as- 
serting that  Qreat  Britain  was  the  original  ag- 
gressor in  the  attack  on  neutral  rights,  and  has 
partieolarly  objected  to  the  blockade  of  May^  1806, 
as  an  obvious  instance  of  that  aggression  on  the 
part  of  Qreat  Britain. 

Although  the  doctrines  of  the  Berlin  decree  re- 
specting the  rights  of  blockade  are  not  dir^tty 
itterted  by  the  American  Qovernment,  Mr.  Ptnk- 
ney's  correspondence  would  appear  to  counteract 
the  principles  on  which  those  doctrines  are  found- 
ed. The  objection  directly  stated  by  America 
tgainst  the  bloekade  of  May,  1806,  rests  on  a 
roppositioo  that  no  naval  force  wbioh  Great  Brit- 
ain possessed,  or  could  have  employed  for  such 
s  Purpose,  could  hare  rendered  that  blockade  ef- 
feetaal,  and  |hat.  therefore,  it  was  necessarily  ir- 
f^lar,  and  could  not  possibly  be  maint^ned  in 
eooformity  to  the  law  of  nations. 

Reviewing  Che  course  of  this  statement,  it  will 
appear  that  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  cannot  be 
(leemed  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  either  un- 
der the  obiections  urged  by  the  French,  or  uiider 
ihoie  declared  er  insinuated  by  the  American 
Ooveromeat,  because  that  blocaade  was  main- 
liiiied  by  a  saffictent  naval  force ;  that  the  decree 
of  BerliD  was  not  therefore  justified,  Cither  un- 
<1«  the  pretezis  all^fod  by  France,  or  under  those 
■^pported  by  America;  that  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
tU  were  founded  on  a  just  principle  of  defensive 
retaliation  againftt  the  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions committed  by  France,  in  the  decree  of  Ber- 
lu;  that  the  blockade  of  May^  1806,  is  now  in^ 
tlQded  in  the  more  extensive  operation  of  the  Or- 
«rs  in  Cooncil  |  and,  lastly,  that  the  Orders  in 
^oncil  will  not  be  continued  beyond  the  eSeot- 
^  dnratien  of  the  hostile  decrees  of  France,  nor 
^tll  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  cootimie  after  the 
^^\  of  the  Orders  in  Qouadl,  unless  His  Ma- 
)^tf  s  Gkvernment  shall  think  fit  to  suttain  it  by 


the  special  applieafion  of  a  sufficient  naval  force. 
This  fact  will  not  be  suffered  to  remain  in  doubt; 
and  if  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  should 
take  place,  the  intention  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment respecting  the  blockade  of  May,  1806^ 
will  be  notified  at  the  same  time. 

I  need  not  recapitulate  to  you  the  sentiments  of 
His  Majesty's  Government,  so  oAen  repeaited,  on 
the  subject  of  the  French  Minister's  note  to  Gen- 
eral Armstrong,  dated  the  5th  of  last  Aoeusir 
The  studied  otnbiguity  of  that  note  has  since  been 
amply  explained  bv  the  conduct  and  language  vf 
the  Cfovernment  of  France,  of  which  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  instances  is  to  be  found  in  tho 
speech  of  the  Chief  of  the  French  Government, 
on  the  17th  of  last  month,  to  certain  deputies  from 
the  free  cities  of  Hamburg,  Bremen,  and  Lubeck, 
wherein  he  declares  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  do-, 
crees  shall  be  the  public  code  of  France  as  Ions 
as  England  maiotaip^  her  Orders  in  Council  of 
1806  and  1807;  thus  pronouncing,  as  plainly  aa 
language  will  «dmit,  that  the  system  of  violeno* 
and  injustice,  of  which  he  is  the  founder,  will  be 
maintained  by  him  until  the  defensive  measurea 
of  retaliation  to  which  they  gave  rise  on  rhe  part 
of  Great  Britain  shall  be  abandoned. 

If  other  ^proofs  were  necessary  to  show  the  con* 
tinned  existence  of  those  obnoxious  decrees,  they 
may  be  discovered  in  the  Imperial  edict  dated  ait 
Fpntainbleau.  on  October  19, 1810,  that  monstrovis 
production  or  violence,  in  which  they  are  made 
the  basis  of  a  system  of  general  and  unexam|)led 
tyranny  and  oppression  over  all  countries  subject 
to,  allied  with,  or  within  reach  of,  the  power  of 
France  t  in  the  report  of  the  French  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  dated  last  December ;  and  in  the 
letter  of  the  French  Minister  of  Justice  to  the 
President  of  the  Council  of  Prizes.  To  this  lat>- 
ter,  sir,  I  would  wish  particularlj  to  invite  yo^r 
attention ;  the  date  is  the  25th  of  December;  the 
authority  it  comes  from  most  unquestionable; 
and  you  irill  there  find,  sir,  the  Duke  of  Masse, 
in  giving  his  instructions  to  the  Council  of  Priaes, 
in  consequence  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States'  proclamation  of  November  dd,  most  caa« 
tiously  avoiding  to  assert  that  the  French  decreea 
were  repealed,  but  to  the  ambiguous  passage 
which  he  quotes  at  length  fromMr.Champagny'a 
letter  of  August  5th,  the  new  attitude  taken  by 
America ;  and  you  will  also  find  an  evidence  in 
the  same  letter  of  the  contioned  capture  of  Ame- 
ricati  ships  after  November  1st,  and  under  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  having  been  conteni- 
plated  by  the  French  Government,  since  there  m 
a  special  direction  ffiven  for  judgment  on  such 
ships  being  suspended,  io  consequence  of  the 
American  proclamatipn,  and  for  their  being  kept 
as  pledges  for  its  enforcement.  ' 

Can,  then,  sir,  those  decrees  be  said  to  hare 
been  repealed  at  the  period  when  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  Stole;}  appear* 
ed,  or  when  America  enforced  her  non-importa- 
tion act  against  Great  Britain  ?  Are  they  so  At 
this  moment  ?  To  the  first  question  the  State  pa- 
pers which  I  have  referred  to  appear  to  give  a  suf- 
ficient al^swer }  for,  even  supposing  that  the  le* 
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peal  had  since  takeq  place,  it  is  clear  that  on  No- 
Tember  3d  there  was  no  qaestion  as  to  that  not 
being  then  the  case ;  the  capture  of  the  ship  New 
Orleans  Packet,  seized  at  Bordeaux,  and  o/  the 
Grace  Ann  Greene,  seized  at  or  carried  into  Mar- 
seilles, being  cases  arising  under  the  French  de- 
crees of  fierlia  and  Milan,  as  is  very  evident. '' 
Britain  might  therefore  complaia  of  being  treated 
with  injustice  by  America,  even  supposing  that 
the  conduct  of  France  had  since  been  unequivocal. 

America  contends  that  the  French  decrees  are 
revoked  as  it  respects  her  ships  upon  the  high 
aeas;  and  you,  sir,  iaform,me  that  the  only  two 
American  ships  taken  under  their  maritime  ope- 
ration, as  you  are  pleased  to  term  it,  since  No- 
vember 1st,  have  been  restored  \  but  may  they  not 
have  been  restored  in  consequence  of  the  satisfac- 
tion felt  in  France  at  the  passing  of  the  non-im- 
portation act  in  the  American  Congress,  an  event 
ao  little  to  be  expected:  for  otherwise,  having 
been  captured  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  sup- 
posed revocation,  why  were  they  not  restored 
immediately  7 

The  fears  of  the  French  navy,  however,  pre- 
vents many  cases  of  the  kind  occurring  on  the 
ocean  under  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan ;  but 
the  most  obnoxious  and  destructive  parts  of  those 
decrees  are  exercised  with  fuU  violence,  not  only 
in  the  ports  of  France,  but  in  those  of  all  other 
countries  to  which  France  thinks  she  can  commit 
injustice  with  impunity. 

Great  Britain  has  a  right  to  complain  that  neutral 

nations  should  overlooE  the  verv  worst  feature  of 

those  extraordinary  acts,  and  should  suffer  their 

.  trade  to  be  ma^e  a  medium  of  an  unprecedented, 

violent,  and  monstrous  system  of  attack  upon  her 

.  resources,  a  species  of  warfare  unattempted  bv 

any  civilized  nation  before  the  present  period. 

Not  only  has  America  suffered  ner  trade  to  be 

moulded  into  the  means  of  annoyance  to  Great 

Britain,  under  ibe  provisions. of  the  French  de-' 

crees,  but,  construing  those  decrees  as  extinct, 

upon  a  deceitful  declaration  of  the  French  Cab- 

,inet,  she  has  enforced  her  non-importation  act 

against  Great  Britain. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  instructed  by 
zny  Government tourge to thatoftheUnited  States 
the  injustice  of  thus  enforcing  that  act  against 
His  Majesty's  dominions ;  and  I  cannot  but  hope 
that  a  spirit  of  justice  will  induce  the  United 
States'  Government  to  reconsider  the  line  of 
conduct  they  have  pursued,  and  at  least  to  re- 
.  establish  their  former  state  of  strict  neutrality. 

«I  have  only  to  add,  sir,  that,  on  my  part,  I  shall 
erbe  ready  to  meet  you  on  any  opening;  which 
ay  seem  to  afford  a  prospect  of  restoring  com- 
plete harmony  between  tne  two  countries,  and 
that  it  will  at  all  times  give  me  the  greatest  sat- 
isfaction to  treat  with  you  on  the  important  con- 
cerns so  interesting  to  both.    I  have,  &c. 

A,UGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 

I  ^^^^ 

I  

Mr.  >Ionroe  Secretary  of  Statei  to  Mr.  Foster. 

Department  op  Stats,  July  6, 181 1. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  24  inaianti  in  which  y^u  expreaa  the 


r€gret  of  Hia  Royal  Higb^cM  the  Priaee  Rttcst 
at  the  departure  of  the  American  Minister  fron 
Great  Britain,  and  state  chat  it  was  oae  of  tkc 
first  acts  of  bis  Government  to  appotot  aaEaroy 
Extraordinary  -and  Minister  Pienipotfotiarj  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  Siate^  with  a  view 
of  maintaining  the.  subeisttag  teUtions  of  friesd- 
ship  becwven  the  two  countries,  and  that  he  wis 
solicitous  to  facilitate  an  amicable  discussion  witk 
the  GhivermeDt  of  the  United  States,  apoa  erery 
point  of  differenca  which  had  ariMnbetweeatiM 
two  GkkvarniaeotB. 

I  am  tnstmeted  by.  the  Presideat  to  aekaot I- 
«d^  to  yoa  the  great  satiaiaction  which  he  hu 
derived  from  the  eommonieaiioB  which  yoa  hive 
made  of  (he  dispoeition  of  His  Royal  HtghaeH  the 
Prince  Regent  to  cultivate  friendship  with  the 
Uaited  States,  and  toaaaure  yon  that  the  proo^ 
and  friendlv-  measure  which  he  has  aflopied, 
by  the  appointraerft  of  an  Earoy  fixtrftotdiavy 
and  Minister  Pieotpolentiary  to  this  coaiitr]r,io 
fnaintaitt  the  relaiioas  of  friendship^  aadfseilittte 
anamicahlediecuanon  oa  every  point  of  differeaee 
that  had  arisen  between  the  two  GoveraoieBts, 
is  conaidered  as  a  favorabk  and  interestiag  proof 
of  that  disposition. 

I  ada  also  instructed  by  the  President  to  itste 
hb  ready  disposition  'to  meet  in  a  similar  spirit 
these  frank  and  friendlj-  assurances  of  the  Prtnee 
Regent,  and  that  nothing  will  be  waoting  od  his 

girt,  consistent  with  the  rights  of  the  Uoited 
tales,  that  may  be  necessary  to  promote  there- 
establishment,  in  all  respecu,  of  that  good  aodet- 
standiag  between  the  two  eoustries  which  he 
conMders  to  be  highly  important  to  the  ioteresis 
of  both. 

Permit,  me  to  add,  air,  ifaat  if|  as  the  otipoof 
my  Governolent,  I  can-be.  in  any  degfree  iDsira* 
mental,  in  concert  with  you,  in  promotiag  loeh 
a  result,  I  shall  derive  from  it  a  very  great  lad 
siDcere  satislaclion* 
'  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Auonarua  J.  Fobtbu,  Eaq.,  dbc 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Wa8B1ngton,  /i4y  7, 1811. 

Sir  :  I  beff  leave  to  acfcnowledgethe  receipt  of 
your  letter,  dated  yesterday,  in  unswer  tomioeof 
the  dd  instant,  and  to  aasure  yon  that  it  gifctn^ 
very  sincete  pleasure  to  have  to  tiaasBUit  for  the 
purpose  of  being  laid  before  His  Royal  Highne* 
the  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the  name  aod  oa 
the  behalf  of  His  Majeaty ,  so  satisfactory  a  testi- 
mony of  the  amicable  manner  in  which  thePrt^ 
ident  of  the  United  States  has  received  the  ia- 
atances  and  assurances  of  a  friendly  disposiuoo 
on  the  part  of  His  Royal  Highness  towards  tbe 
United  States  which,  by  commaDd  of  His  Royai 
Highneas,  I  had  the  honor  to  commanicatetothe 
President  through  you.  .    . 

The  assuranoes  which  you  Jiave  added,  sirvOt 
the  gratification  that  you  would  yoarself  deriT': 
if^  as  .the  organ  of  your  Government,  yoU  coald 
be  tnatrttiiMyatal  towards  te-eatabliahing  i  V^ 
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npdentaadini^  betweta  both  our  c^oatriM,  «re 
too  coogeoiftl  with  my  own  feeliogs  on  the  su^ 
ject  ooc  to  be  received  wilk  rerj  high  satisfac- 
tioD.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER, 
floo.  Jambs  Monrob,  8e&ry  <^  State. 


Mr.  Fofter  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

WASBiirGTON,  Jtdy  11, 1811. 

Sir:  la  conseqaence  of  our  coa?ersatioD  of 
fesierdaf,  and  the  obserTationa  whieh  you  made 
mpecting  that  part  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  3d 
iutaot,  whereiQ  I  have  alluded  to  the  principle 
on  which  His  Maiesty'e  Orders  in  Cooocil  were 
originally  foundeo,  1  think  it  right  to  explain 
myselL  ia  order  to  prereiu  any  possible  mistake 
u  to  the  present  situation  of  neutral  trade  with  , 
His  Maieaty's  enemies. 

It  will  only  be  necessary  for  me  to  repeat,  what 
Ills  already  long  since  been  announced  to  the 
American  Gorecnment,  nameljr,  that  His  Majes- 
tv'i  Orders  in  Council  of  April  26, 1809,  su  perse- 
oed  those  of  November,  1807.  and  relieved  the 
sfstem  of  retaliation  adopted  by  his  Majesty 
igaiost  his  eaemies  from  what  was  considered 
in  this  country  as  the  most  objectiooable  part  of 
it^tbe  option  given  to  neutrals  to  trade  with  the 
enemies  of  Qreat  Britain  through  British  ports 
OD  payment  of  a  transit  duty. 

This  explanation,  sir^  wiU,i  trust,  be  sufficient 
todoaway  any  impression  that  you  have  received 
to  the  contrary  from  my  observations  ^respecting 
theeffects  which  bis  Majesty's  Orders  in  Council 
originaiiy  had  on  the  tradp  of  neutral  nations. 
Those  observations  wer(S  merely  meant  as  prelimi- 
nary to  a  eonaideration  of  the  question  now  at 
issue  between  the  two  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dkc. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 

Hon.  Jamss  Monbog,  fiaq.,  ^« 


^n  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Washinoton,  July  14, 1811., 
Sib  :  His  Majesty's  packet-boat  having  been  so 
long  detained,  and  a  fortaight  having  elapsed  since 
my  arrival  at  this  capital.  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  Regent  will  necessarily  expect  that  I 
should  have  to  transmit  to  His  Royal  Highness 
KHne  official  eomniunioatfoa  as  to  the  line  of  con- 
duct the  AmericaB  Qovernmeat  me^n  to  pursue. 
I  trust  you  will  excuse  me,  therefore^  sir,  it,  with- 
out preaMipg  for  a  detailed  answer  to  my  note  of 
the  3d  iosiaat,  I  anxiously  desire  to  know  from 
you  what  is  the  President's  determination  with 
respect  to  suspending,  the  operation  of  the  late  act 
of  Congress  prohibitiag  all  importation  from  the 
British  dominions. 

There  have  been  repeated  avowals  lately  made 
by  the  Qovernmeat  of  France,  that  the  decrees 
of  Berlin  and  Milan  ace  still  in  full  force,  and  the 
acts  of  that  Government  have  corresponded  with 
those  avowals. 

The  measures  of  retaliation  pursued  by  Qieat 
BriuitQ  against  those  decrees  ar^,  coosequeotly, 


to  the  great  regret  of  His  Royal  Highness,  atill 
necessarilv  continued. 

.  I  have  tiad  the  honor  to  state  to  you  the  light 
in  which  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent 
viewed  the  proclamatioo  of  the  President  of  last 
November, and  the  surprise  with  which  he  learned 
the  subsequent  measurea  of  Congress  against  the 
British  trade« 

American  ships  seized  under  His  Majesty's  Or- 
ders in  Council,  even  aAer  that  proelamation  ap- 
peared, were  not  imiftediately  condemned^  because 
it  was  believed  thai  the  insidious  professions  of 
France  might  have  led  the  American  Gtovernmeat 
and  the  mercbaots  of  America  into  an  erroneooa 
construction  of  the  intentions  of  France. 

But  when  the  veil  was  thrown  aside,  and  the 
French  ruler  himself  avowed  the  continued  ez«^ 
istence  of  his  unvariable  system,  it  was  not  ex* 
pected  by  His  Royal  Highaesa  chat  America 
would  have  refuaed  to  retrace  the  atepa  she  had 
taken. 

.  Fresh  proofs  have  since  occurred  of  the  r eaoUi- 
tioa  of  the  French  Qovernment  to  cast  away  aU 
cooatderation  of  the  rights  of  nations  in  the  un- 
precedented warfare  thev  have  adopted. 

America,  however,  still  persists  in  her  iojurioos 
measures  against  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain, 
and  His  Roval  Highne^  has  in  consequence  been 
-obliged  to  look  to  means  of  retaliation  against 
those  measures  which  His  Royal  Highness  eaa* 
not  but  cpnsider  as  most  unjustifiable. 

How  desirable  would  it  not  be,  air,  if  a  slop 
could  be  put  to  any  inaterial  progress  in  such  a 
system  of  retaliation,  which  from  step  io4tep  may 
lead  to  the  most  unfriendly  situation  between  the 
two  countries. 

His  Majesty's  Government  will  necessarily  be 
guided  in  a  great  degree  by  the  concents  of  rnqr 
Iret  deapatebesas  to  the  conduct  they  must  adopt 
towards  America. 

AUow  me  then,  sir,  to  repeat  my  re(}tteat  lo 
learn  from  you  whether  i  may  not  convey  to  His 
Royal  Highness  what  I  know  -would  be  moat 
grateful  to  His  Royal  Highnesses  feelings,  namely, 
the  hope  that  he  may  be  enabled,  by  the  speedy 
letDfn  of  America  from  her  unfriendly  attitude 
towards  Gkeat  Britain,  to  forget  altogether  th^t 
-he  ever  was  obliged  to  have  any  other  object  in 
view  besides  that  of  eadeavoriog  to  promote  the 
best  uadeiatanding  possible  between  the  two 
countries.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc.^ 

AUGUSTUS  J.  F08TBR. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster. 
Department  of  State,  July  15, 1811. 

Sir  :  The  reasoning  and  scope  of  the  two  let- 
ters 1  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you, 
dated  on  the  3d  and  14ih  instaat.  rest  essentially 
on  a  denial  that  the  French  decrees  of  Berlin  and 
Milan  are  repealed.  These  decrees  com(>ris6  reg- 
ulations essentially  different  in  their  principles ; 
some  of  them  violating  the  neutral  rights  of  the 
United  States,  others  operating  against  Great 
Britain  without^ny  such  violation. 

In  order  to  undersund  distinctly,  and  fully  the 
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if  eiriier  Great  BrftBin  or  France  shouM  eease  to 
riolate  tbe  oeutral  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
Which  fact  the  President  should  declare  by  proc- 
lamation, and  theT>tber  party  shotrld  not.  within 
three  months  thereafter, '  re v^oke  or  modify^  its 
edicts  in  like  manner,  that  then  certain  sections 
In  a  former  act,  interdicting  the  eommereial  in- 
tercourse betweeY)  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France  and  their  dependencies,  sbooldy 
from  and  after  the  expiration  of  three  months 
from  tbe  date  of  the  proclamation,  be  reYived,and 
have  full'  force  against  the  former,  its  colonies, 
and  dependencies,  and  against  all  articles,  the 
growth,  prodacC)  or  manufacture  of  the  same. 

The  violations  of  neutral  counMree,  alluded 
to  in  this  act,  were  such  as  were  committed  on 
the  high  seas.  It  was  in  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  dominions  that 
France  bad  riotated  the  neutral  rights  of  the 
United  States  by  her  blockading  edicts^  It  was 
itt'  the  trade  with  France  and  her  allies  that  Gkeat 
Britain  had  committed  similar  violations  by  sim- 
itar edicts.  It  was  the  revocation  of  those  edicts, 
ao  far  as  they  committed  such  violations,  which 
the  United  States  had  in  view  when  they  passed 
the  law  of  May  1, 1810. 

On  tbe  5th  August,  1610,  tbe  F#ench  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  addressed  a  note  to  the  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris, 
informing  him  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and 
Milan  were  revoked,  the  revocation  to  take  efi^ct 
on  tbe  1st  November  following;  that  the  measure 
bad  been  taken  by  his  Gk)verDment  in  confidence 
that  the  British  Gk>vernment  would  revoke  its 
orders,  and  renounce  its  new  principle  of  bhock- 
atle,  or  that  tbe  United  States  would  cause  their 
rights  to  be  respected)  conformably  to  the  act  of 
May  1.  1810. 

This  measure  of  the  French  Govern n»enc  was 
founded  on  the  law  of  May  1, 1810,  as  is  expressly 
declared  in  the  tetter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore  an- 
nouncing it.  The  edicts  of  Great  Britain,  the 
revocation  of  which  were  expected  by  France, 
were  alluded  to  in  that  act;  and  tbe  means  by 
which  the  United  States  should  cause  their  rights 
to  be  respected,  in  case  Grreat  Britain  should  not 
revoke  her  edicts,  were  likewise  to  be  toond  in 
the  same  act.  Tbey  consisted  merely  in  the  en* 
fbrcement  of  tbe  non-importation  act  agaiost 
Great  Britain  in  that  unexpected  and  iiiipFobable 
contingency. 

The  letter  of  the  5th  August,  which  anaouneed 
the  revocation  of  the  Preocb  decrees,  was  corn- 
muni  bated  to  this  Government,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  President  issued  a  proclamation  on  the 
2d  of  November,  the  day  after  that  on  which  the 
repeal  of  tbe  French  decrees  was  to  take  effect, 
in  which  he  declared  that  all  the  restrictions  im« 
T)osed  by  the  act  of  May[  1, 1810,  should  cease  and 
ne  discontinued  in  relation  to  France  and  her  de« 
pendencies.  It  was  a  necessary  consequence  of 
this  proclamation,  also,  that,  if  Great  Britain  did 
not  revoke  her  edicts,  the  non-importation  law 
would  operate  against  her  at  the  end  o(  three 
monthe.  This  actually  took  place.  She  declined 
the-  revocation,  and,  on  the.  Sd  of  Febmtry  last, 


that  law  took  effect.  In 'confirmation  of  the  proc- 
lamation, the  act  of  Congress  was  passed  on  the 
2d  M^tch  following. 

Great  Britain  still  declines  to  revoke  her  edicts, 
on  the  pretension  that  France  has  pot  revoked 
hers.  Under  that  impression,  she  infers  -that  the 
United  Stales  have  done  her  injustice  by  carrying 
into  effect  the  noarimportation  law  against  her. 

The  United  States  maintain  that  France  has 
revoked  her  edicts,  so  far  as  they  violated  their 
neutral  rights  and  were  ctMitemplated  by  tbe  law 
of  May  1, 1810,  and  have,  on  that  ground,  partic- 
ularly claimed  and  do  expect  of  Great  Britain  a 
similar  revocation. 

The  revocation  aanonnoed  officially  by  the 
French  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  Minia- 
ter  Plenipotentiary  of  the.  United  States  at  Pans« 
on  tbe  ^h ,  August,  1810,  waa  in  itself  stifficicDt  to 
josttfv  the  claim  Qf  the  United  States  to  a  eorre* 
spondeot  meaaure  from  Great  Britain.  She  had 
deolared  that  she  would  proeeed  fori  ptumt  ia 
the  repeal  with  France,  and,  the  day  being  fixed 
when  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  aboold 
take  effect,  it  was  reasonable  to  cooclode  that 
Great  Britain  would  fix  the  same  day  for  the  re- 

nl  of  her  orders.    Had  this  been  done^'the  proc- 
lation  of  tbe  President  would  haveannonneed 
the  re  vocation  of  the  edicts  of  both  Powers  at  the 
same  time,  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  ih^  non- 
importation law  would  have  gone  into  c»peraitoa 
affatast  neither.    Such,  too,  is  the  natural  ciuirw 
of  proceeding  in  transaciicns  between  independ- 
ent States,  and  such  the  e<onduct  which  they  gen- 
erally observe  towards  each  other.    In  ail  com- 
pacu  between  nations,  it  is  the  duty  of  each  to 
perform  what  it  stipulates,  and  to  presame  on  tbe 
good  faith  of  tbe  other  for  a  like  performance. 
The  United  States  having  made  a  proposal  to 
both  belligereni^,  were  bound  to  accept  a  compli- 
ance from  eiiber;  and  it  was  no  objection  to  the 
Friench  compliance^  that  it  was  ia  a  form  to  take 
effect  at  a  futnreday,  that  being  a  form  not  ono- 
snal  in  lawis  and  other  poblte  ads.    Even  when 
nations  are  at  war,  and  make  peace,  tbia  obliga- 
tion of  mntnal  confidence  exists,  and  mnst  be  re- 
spected.   In  treaties  of  commerce,  by  which  their 
future  interoonraeis  lobe  governed;  the  obMsation 
is  the  same,    if  distmat  and  jca| ooav  «re  ailawied 
td  prevail,  the  moral  tie  whioh  binda  nations  t^ 
getber  in  all  their  relMiono,  in  war  as  well  as  in 
peace,  is  broken. 

What  would  Great  Britain  have  hazarded  bv  a 
prompt  cempiiaBee  in  the  manner  soggeated  ?  She 
bad  declared  that  she  had  adopted  the  reaifnints  im- 
posed by  her  Orders  inCouoctl  with  relucunee, 
because  of  their  distressing  efiect  on  nentrnl  Pow- 
ers.   Here,  then,  was  a  Ihvorable  opportunity  pr^ 
sented  to  her  to  withdraw  from  that  measure  with 
honor,  be  the  conduct  of  France  ffterwnrds  what 
it  might.  Had  Great  Britain  revoked  her  Orders, 
and  Fmnce  failed  to  Mh\  her  engagement,  she 
would  have  gained  credit  at  the  expense  of  Francs, 
and  could  have -sustained  no  injury  by  it.  because 
the  fiiilure  of  France  to  maintain  her  faith  would 
have  replaced  Great  Britain  at  the  fMint  from 
which  aha  hnd  depavted.    To  say  that  a  disap- 
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potDttd  reIi«lMe*OD  the  good  fMth  of  her«iiemy 
voold  hare  nprooe bed  Ecrftiresfipjthv  would  be  lo 
set  a  higber  T«lae  on  tii^c  qoality  than  on  cod- 
sfsteacy  and  good  faith,  aod  woald  sacrifice  to  a 
mere  sasptdoa  towards  aa  eoamy  the  plaio  obli- 
gttioos  orjastiee  towards  a  fiieadiy  Power. 

Great  Britatir  has  decUaed  proceediog  pari 
fomi  with  France,  io  the  retocation  of  their  re^ 
speeuve  edicts.  She  hwk  held  aloot\  and  olain« 
of  the  United  States  proof,  apt  oaly  that  Fraaee 
has  revoked  her  decrees,  but  that  ahe  eonttaues 
to  act  ia  confomity  with  the  revoeatioo. 

To  show  that  the  repeal  is  respected,  it  is 
deemed  safficieot  tO'Siata  that  not  one  ressei  has 
beea  coodeinned  by  French  tribonals;  on  the 
priociple  of  those  decreesf  stnoe  the  first  of  No^ 
Tembsf  last.  The  New  Orleans  Packet  from 
Gibraltar  to  Bardeacz  was  detained^  hot  neirercon- 
detailed.  The  OraceAnn  Gkraene,  from  th^  same 
British  port  to  Ilaraeilies,  was  Imwi^detainCd) 
but  afterwaids' delivered  np^  anoonditionally  to 
the  owner,  as  was  sach  part  of  the  cargo  of  the 
New  Orleans  Packet  as  eoasisted  of 'the  produce 
of  the  Uaited  States,  Both  these  Tcssels,  proceed- 
ing from  a  British  port,  earned  cargoes,' soam  ar- 
ticles of  which,  in  each,  were  prohibited  hj  the 
laws  of  France j  or  admianble  of  the  sanction  of 
the  GoTemmettt  alone.  It  does  not  appear  that 
their  detention  was  impotable  to  any  other  cause. 
Ifimpntable  to  the  aire amstance  ef  passing  fronh 
a  British  to  a  French  port,  or  on  accouat  6f  any 
pan  of  their  cargoes,  it  afibsds  xBo  caike  of  com- 
plaiot  to  Great  Britain  as  a  violation  of  onr  neu- 
tral righu.  No  socli  cause  would  be  affsrded, 
ereo  io  a  case  of  condemnation*  •  The  riffht  of. 
eompitint  would  have- belonged  to  the. United 
States. 

in  denying  the  revocation  of  the  decrees,  so 
far  as  it  is  a  proper  eohjeet  of  discussion  between 
Qs,  it  might  reasonaMy  be  expected  that  tou 
vonid  produce  eome  examples  of  reseeU  taken 
It  lea  in  Toyagwe  to  Brltisli-  ports  or  on  their  te« 
turn  home,  and 'condemned  under  theca  by  a 
Preoeb  trihoanl.  None  sodi  have  been  aflbrded 
by  yoa  $  noon  ench  are  known  lo  this  Oorera-> 
neot. 

Yon  urge  cfttly,  at  an  eridence  that  the  decrees 
ire  HOC  repealed,  the  speech  of  the  BrofMfor  of 
Praoce  to  elie  deputies  fhrni  the  free  cities  of 
Hamborgj  BremcBi  and-Lubec;  tiM  imperial 
edict,  dated  at  Fontainbleau  on  the  19lh'  of  Oc- 
tober, 1810;  tlve  report  of  t^e  Fneneh  Minister  of 
E^oreigD  Affiairs,  tfaited  in  December  last ;  and  a 
Inter  of  the  Minister  of  Justtce  to  the  President 
of  the  Cenocil  of  Prines  of  the  25th  of)  that 

DOQtb. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  first  of  these*  papers  iu'- 
E^ompatible  with  the  refOcptioiT  of  the  decrees,  in 
respeet  to  the  United  States.  It  Is  distinctly  4e- 
dared  by  the  Bmperor,  in  hia  speech  to  the  depu- 
ties of  the  H«Ase  Tewne,  that  the  blockade  of  the 
British  klandashall  cease  when  theBritiah  bloek- 
ides  cease;  and  that  the  French  btockade  shall 
^se  in  favor  of' thoee  oationa  in  whfose  ftiTor 
Olreat  Britain, revokes  here,* or  who  support  therr 
ri^is  against  iier  pratension;  an  Fmoce  aittila' 


the  United  Statea  will  do  by  enforcing  the  non* 
importation  act;.  The  same  seatiment  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  report  of  the  Min later  of  Foreign 
Afialrs.  The  decree  of  Fontainhleau,^aving  no 
effect  on  the  high  seas,  caanot  be  brought  into 
this  discussion.  It  CTidently  has  no  connexion 
with  nentml  rights.  The  letier  fivm  the  Minis- 
ter of  Justice  to  the  President  of  the  Council  of 
Prises  is  of  a  ditferent  character.  It  relates,  i^ 
direct  terma)  to  this  subject,  bnt  not  in  the 'sense 
in  which  you  imderstaad  it,  \  After  recltiag  tte. 
noteftom  the  Duke  of  Oadore,  ef  the  5th>of  An^ 
gust  last,  ta  the  American  Minister  at  Paris,  which 
annoonoed  the  reneal  of  the  Frendh  deoreea,  and  the 
prockmation  of  the  President  in  eonaeqnencenfiii 
It  states tfaatall  the  causes aristav under  those dc* 
erees  li'thr  the  lat  November,  wiiich  wnre  then  be* 
fore  the  court,  or  might  afterwards  he  brought  he- 
Ibre  it,  should  not  be  judged  by  the  princtnlCadf 
the  decrees,  but  be  suspended  until  the  dd  Febvo* 
ary,'when,  the  United  States  having  fulfilled  their 
engagement,  the  captures  shall  be  deelaied  Veed, 
and  the  vessels  and  f heir  cargoes  delivered  np  to 
their  owners.  This  paper  appears  to.afford.^ 
unequivocal  evidence  of  the  revocation  of  the 
decrees,  -ao  far  as  relates  to  the  Uaited  States.  By 
instructing  the  French  trtbnnnl  to  make  no  decis- 
ion until  the  8d  of  February,  and  then  to  restoM 
the  property  to  the  owners  on  a  particular  event, 
which  has  happened,  all  cause  of  doubt  .on  thai 
point  seems  tobe  removed.  The  United  Stetei 
may  just^  complain  of  delay  in  the  restitution  of  - 
that  property,  but  that  ia  an  injury  which  affects 
them  onry,  ^Grvat  Britain  has  no  ri^ht  to  com- 
fi^in  of  it.  She  was  interested  only  inr  the  revn- 
cation  of  the  decrees,  by  which  neutml  rights 
would  be  secured  from  future  violation ;  or,  if 
she  had  been  interested  in  the  delay,  it  would 
haveafibrded  no  pretext  fur  more  than  a  delay 
in  repealing  her  orders  until  the  8d  of  Fehvu'' 
ary.  From  that  day,  at  farthest,  the  French  de- 
crees would  cdtse.  At  the  snme  day  oe^hi  har 
ordera  to  have  ceaaed.  I  might  ^d  to  ihisataie- 
meat,  that  every  communication  received  frotti 
the  French 'Qovemment,  either  through  our  rep- 
resentative there,  er  its  representative  here,  are  m 
ncoord  with  the  actnah  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  in  relation  to  the  neutral  ^Cona- 
mevceof  the  United  States.  But  it  will  anffioe  to 
remark,  that  the  best  and  only  adequate  eviden<;p 
of  their  censing  to  operate  is  the  defect  of  evi- 
dence that  they  do  operate.  It.  is  a  case  where 
ther  want  of  proof  against  the  fulfilment  of  a 
pledge  is  pmc^  of  the  fblfilment.  Btery  case  oc- 
currmg,  to  which,  if  -the  decrees  were  in  Torde^ 
they  would  be  ap|died,and  to  which  they  are 
not  appHedy  is  a  proof  that  they  are  not  in  force. 
And  if  these  proofs  have  not  beea  more  multi- 
ped, I  need  not  remind  yoa  that  a  cause  is  to  be 
wund  in  the  numeroua^  captures  under  ^ofnr  Or- 
ders in  Ckiuncil,  which  continiMto  evince  the 
rigor  with  which  they  are.  enlbrced,  after  a  fail- 
tire  of  the  basis  on  which  they  were  .supposed  to 
rest. 

Bnt4jlreat  Britain  contends,  as  appears  by  yovt 
last  letter,  that  she  ought  not  m  revoke  her  Orders 
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In  ConDdl  until  tb«  commerce  of  the  Continent 
is  restored  to  the  stnce  }n  which  it  stoo^  before 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  issued ;  until  the. 
.French  decrees  are  repealed,  ndt  only  at  to  the 
United  States,  but  so  as  to  permit  Great  Britain 
to  trade  to  this  Continent.  Is  it,  then,  meant  that 
Qreat  Britain  should  be  allowed  to  trade  with  all 
the  Powers  with  whom  she  traded  at  that  epoch  ? 
Since  that  time,  France  has  extended  her.con- 
quests  to  the  North,  and  raised  enemies  against 
Great  Britain  where  she  then  had  friends.  Is  it 
proposed  to  trade,  with  them,  notwithstanding 
the  change  in  their  situation  1  Between  the  ene- 
mies of  one  date  and  those  of  another  no  diacrim- 
Jnation  can  be  made«  There  is  none  in  reason, 
nor  can  there  be  any  of  right,  in  practice.  Or  doi 
yov  maintain  the  general  principle,  aod  contend 
that  Great  Britain  ought  to  trade  with  France 
and  her  allies  ?  Between  enemies  there  can  be 
no  eomn^erce  $  the  ressels  of  either,  taken  by  the 
other,  are  liable  to  confiscation,  and  are  always 
confiscated ;  the  number  of  enemies  or  extent  of 
country  which  they  occupy  cannot  afi*eot  the 
question.  The  laws  of  war  govern  the  lektion 
which  subsists  between  them,  which,  especially 
in  the  circumstance  under  consideration,  are  in- 
variable. They  were  the  same  in  times  the  most 
remote  that  they  now  are.  E?en  if  peace  had 
taken  place  between  Great  Britaio  and  the  Pow- 
ers of  the  Continent,  sihe  couhl  not  trade  with 
them  without  their  consient.  Or  does  Great  Brii- 
«in  contend  that  the  United  States,  as  a  neutral 
Power,  ought  to  open  the  Continent  to  her  eom- 
merce  on  such  terms  a&  she  may  designate  ?  On 
what  principle  csio  she  set  up  such  a  claim  ?  No 
example  of  it  can  be  found  in  the  history  of  past 
wars,  nor  is  it  founded  in  any  recognis«j  prioci* 
pie  of  war,  or  in  any  semblance  of  reason  or  right. 
The  United  States  could  not  maintain  ^such  a 
claim  in  ther  own  favor,  though  neutral.  When 
advanced  in  favor  of  an  eoemy,  it  would  be  the 
most  preposterous  and  extravagant  claim  ever 
heard  of.  Bvery  Power,  where  not  restrained 
by  treaty,  has  a  right  to  regulate  its  trade  with 
other  ^nations  in  such  manner  as  ii  finds  most 
consistent  with  its  interest;  to  admit,  and  on  its 
^own  conditions,  or  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
auch  articles  as  are  necessary  to  supply  the  wants 
or  encourage  the  lodustrjf  of  its  people.  In  what 
light  would  Ghreat  Britain  view  an  apptioation 
from  the  United  States  for  the  repeal,  of  right,  of 
any  aetof  her  Parliament  which  prohibited  theim- 
portotton  of  any  article  from  the  United  States, 
such  as  their  fish  or  their  oil  ?  or  which  claimed  the 
diminution  of  the  duty  on  any  other;  auch  a»  their 
tobacco,  on  which  so  great  a  revenue  is  raised? 
In  what  light  would  she  view  a  similar  applica- 
tion, made  at  the  Instance  of  France,  for  the  iift- 
portation  into  Eosland  of  any  article  the  growth 
or  manufacture  of  that  Power,  which  it  was  the 
policy  of  the  British  Government  io  prohibit? 

If  uelays  have  taken  place  in  the  restitution  of 
American  property,  and  in  placing  the  American 
commerce,  in  the  ports  of  France,  on  a  fair  and  sat- 
isfactory Msisj  they  involve questions,as  has  alrea- 
dy been  obserTed,  in  which  the  United  Stntesaloiie 


are  interested.  As  they  do  net  violate  the  revoct- 
tioa  by  France  of  her  edicts^  they  cannot  impsir 
the  obligation  of  Great  Britain  to  revoke  bert,  nor 
change  the  epoch  nt  which  the  revocation  oagbt 
to  have  taken  place;  Had .  that  duly  foUoved,  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  those  cireamitaocn^ 
irrelative  as  they  are,  which  have  excited  doobt 
in  the  British  Government  of  the. practical  rero- 
cation  of  the  French  decrees,  might  not  hare  o^ 
curred. 

Every  view  which  can  be  taken  of  thii  sob- 
ject  increases  the  painful  surprise  at  the  iimo- 
vations  on  all  the  prineiptea  and  usages  hereto- 
fore observed,  which  are  so  nnreservedly  cos- 
tended  for  in  your  letters  of  the  third  and  tii- 
teenth  instant,  nnd  which,  if  persisted  in  by 
your  (Government,  present  such  an  obstacle  to  tbe 
wishes  of  the  United  Statte  for  a  removal  of  tbe 
difficulties^  which  have  been  connected  with  ihe 
Orders  in  Cpuncil.  It  ia  the  interest  of  beiii;e^ 
ents  to  mitfgate  the  calamities  of  war,  andoeo- 
tfal  Powers  possess  ample  means  to  promote  tbat 
object,  provided  they  sQstain,  with  impartiality 
and  firmnesS)  the  dignity  of  their  station.  If  be)* 
ligerents  expect  advantage  from  aeotral|,  tbey 
should  leaTC  them  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
rights.    The  present  war  has  been  oppressire  be- 

Jond  example,  by  its  duration,  and  ij  the  deso- 
ktion  it  has  spread  throughout  Europe.  It  'a 
highiv  important  that  it  should  assume,  at  least, 
a  milder  oharacten  'By  the  revocation  of  tbe 
French  edicts,  so  fiir  as  they  respected  the  neo* 
tral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  some  ad- 
vance is  made  towards  that  most  desirable  asd 
consoling  result.  Let  Great  Britain  follow  tbe 
example  The^groiiad*  thus  gained  will  sooo  be 
enlarged  by  the  concurring  and  pressing  interests 
of  all  parties ;  and  whatever  is  gained,  wiU  secroe 
to  the  advantage  of  aflUcted  humanity. 

I  proceed  to  notice  another  part  of  f  oar  letter 
of  tne  3d  instant,  which  is  viewed  in  a  more  (i- 
vorable  light.  The  President  has  received,  witk 
great  satimction,  tbe  comnHinication,  that,  shoou 
the  Orders  in  Oounea  of  1807  be  revniced,  tbe 
blockade  of  May  of  the  preceding  year  would 
cease  with  them,  and  that  any  blockade  which 
should  be  afterwards  instituted  should  be  m 
Botilted  and  maintained  by  an  adcqoate  font 
This  frank  and  explicit  declaration,  worthy  of  the 
prompt  and  amioable  measure  adopted  hf  the 
rrinoe  Regent  in  coming  into  power,  seeou  to  re- 
move a  material  obstacle  to  an  aecommodatiooa 
differences  between  our  eoimtries;  and,  vhes 
followed  by  the  revocation  of  the  Ordera  in  Ooo- 
cil,  will,  as  I  am  authorised  to  inform  yoaprodoee 
an  immediate  termination  of  the  non*iopor^^*|''' 
law,  by  an  exercise  of  the  power  vested  in  the 
President  for  that  purpose. 

I  conclude,  with  remarking  that,  if  I  bafeeoS' 
fined  this  letter  to  the  subjects  broogbt  into  nev 
by  yours,  it  is  not  because  the  United  States  mv« 
lost  sight  in  any  degree  of  th6  other  verf  seriow 
causes  of  complaint,  on  which  they  have  receir^ 
no  satisfaction,  but  because  the  conciliatory  pj 
icy  of  this  Qovernment  has  thus  £ir  septnt^ 
the  caaca  of  the  Ot^ert  in  Council  hm  others  > 
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and  becaase^  with  respect  to  these  others,  your 
eommuDicfttioQ  has  not  afforded  any  rea^onabie 
prospect  of  reBoming  them  at  this  trroe  with  suc- 
cess. It  is  presumed  that  the  same  liberal  riew 
of  the  true  interests  of  Great  Britain,  add  frieod- 
Ij  disposition  towardit  the  United  States,  which 
iDdoeed  the  Prince  Regent  to  remove  so  mate- 
rill  a  difficulty  as  had  arisen  to  relation  to  "a  re* 
peal  of  the  Orders  in*  Council,  will  lead  to  a  mora 
favorable  further  eonsideratron  of  the  remaining 
di£5culties  on  that  subject ;  and  that  the  advan- 
tages of  an  amicable  adjustment  of  every  qaes- 
tioQ  depending  between  the  two  countries  will  be 
Ken  by  your  Government  In  -the  same  light  as 
they  are  by  that  of  the  United  States.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  dbe.  JAMBS  MONROE. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

WjLaRiNOTOM^  Jttlp  24, 1811. 

Sir:  Haviikg  been  unable  to  ascertain  distinct* 
ly,  from  your  letter  to  roe  of  yesterday's  date, 
whether  it  was  the  determination  of  the  President 
to  rat  satisfied- with  the  partial  rejpeal  of  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees,  which  you  believe  has 
taken  place,  so  as  to  see  no  reason  in  the  conduet 
of  Prance  for  altering  the  relations  between  this 
«oQotry  and  Great  •  Britaib,  *  by-  eierctsrng  his 
power  of  suspending  the  operation  of  the  non-im* 
portation  act,  allow  me  to  repeat  my  question  to 
yoQ  on  this  point,  as  contained  in  my  letter  of 
theUth  instant,  before  T  proceed  to  make  any 
comments  on  yourauswer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER, 

Hod.  James  teoNBoa,  See,  t^  State. 
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Will  cease  to  violate  their  neutral  rights  by  re- 
voking her  Orders  in  Council,  on  wdich  event 
alone  the  President  has  the  power,  I  am  instructed 
to  inform  you  that  he  will,  without  delay,  exer- 
cise it  by  terminating  the  operation  of  this  law. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  communications  which 
I  have  had  th^  honor  to  make  to  yon.  of  the  revo^ 
cation  by  Prauce  of  her  decrees,  so  far  as  they 
violated  the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  of  her  conduct  since  the  revocation,  will  pre- 
sent to  your  Government  a  different  view  of  the 
subject  from  that  which  it  had  before  tek#n,  and 
produce  in  its  councils  a  corresponding  effect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

AuGUflTOs  J.  FoBTEft,  Esq.,  dkc. 


Mr.  ^onroe  to  Mr.  Foster. 
Depabtmbnt  of  Stats,  July  26,  ISU. 

Sib  :  I  had  the  honor,  to  reeeiva  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  dat«,  io  time  to  suhmtt  it  to  th^  view 
of  the  Presideort  before  helef t  town .  • 

It  was  xaj  object  to  state  to  you,  in  my  letter 
of  the  23d  instant,  that,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, it  was  impossible  for  the  President  to 
tenninate  the  operation  of  the  non-^importation 
ttw  of  the  2d  of  March  last ;  that  France  having 
tccemed  the  propoaiiion  made  by  a>  previous  law 
tqQsll7toOreat  Britain  and  toFffaBce,and  haviag 
KToked  her  decrees,  violating  our  neutral  rights, 
fod  Qreat  Britain  havingdeelined  to  revoke  hera. 
H  became  the  doty  of  this  Government  to  Mm 
Its  eDgagement.  and  ta  declare  the  non4mporta« 
^'^  ^^  in  force  against  Great  Britain. 

This  state  of  affairs  has  not  been  sought  hy  the 
fJQited  Slates.  When  the  proposition  coaUined 
l^^^o  law  of  May  1,  1810,  was  offered  eiiually  to 
^tb  Powers,  there  was  cause  to  presume  that 
^rcat  Britain  would  h^we  accepted  it ;  in  which 
^Qt  the  noa^-importatioD  law  would  not  have 
•perated  agaiust  her. 

It  is  in  the  poWerof  the  Britishr  Government, 
*^  tbis  time,  to  enable  the  Praaideot  to  set  the 
^OD;iDi|)onattoa  tawaaida^  by  rendlsring  to  the 
batted  States  an  act  of  justice.    If  Great  Britain  j 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

WASHiNOToif,  July  26,  1811. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let? 
ter  of  July  23d,  in  anawer  to  mine  of  the  3d  and 
14th  instant,  which,  give  me  leave  to  say.  were 
not  merely  relative  to  His  Majesty's  Orders  ia 
Council,  and  the  blockade  of  Mav.  1806,  but  also 
to  the  President's  proclamation  of  last  Novemb^ff 
and  to  the  subsequent  act  of  Conferees  of  March 
2d|.as  well  as  to  the  just  complamis  which  Hie 
Royal  Highness  the  Priace  Regent  had  com* 
manded  me  to  make  to  your  Government  witb 
respect  to  the  proclatnation  And  to  that  act. 

If  the  United  States  Government  had  expected 
that  I  should  have  made  communications  which 
would  have  enabled  them  to  come  to  an  accom- 
modation with  Great  Britftin  on  the  ground  on 
which  alone  you  say  it  was  possible  to  meet  us^ 
and  that  you  mean  by  that  expressions  departure 
froiix  oqr  system  of  defence  against  the  nevr  kind 
of  warfare  still  practised  hy  France,  I  am  at  a 
loaa  to  discover  from  what  source  they  could 
huve  derived  those  expectations  $  certainly  not. 
from  the  corrCspondenoe  between  the  Marquis 
Wellesley  and  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Before  I  proceed  to/reply  to  the  arguments  (hat 
are  brought  forward  by  you  to  show  ti^at  the  de- 
crees of  Berlia  and  Milan  are  repealed,  I  maat 
&nt  enter  into  an  explanation  upon  some  points 
on  which  you  have  evidently  misapprehended, 
for  I  will  not  suppose  you  could  have  wished  to 
misinterpret  my  meaning. 

And  nrst,  in.  regard  to  the  blockade  of  May, 
1806,  I  must  aver  that  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to 
find  out  from  what  part  of  my  letter  it  is  that 
the  President  baa  drawn  the  unqualified  infer* 
ence,  that  should  the  Orders  in  Council  of  1807 
ha  revoked,  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  would 
cease  with  them.  It  is  most  material,  that,  on 
this  point,  no  mistake  should  exist  between  ua. 
From  your  letter  it  would  appear  as  if,  on  the 
question  of  blockade  which  America  had  so  un- 
expectedly connected  with  her  demand  for  a  re- 
peal of  our  Orders  in  Council,  Great  Britain  had 
made  the  concession  required  of  her ;  as  if,  after 
all  ihiat  has  passed  on  the  subject,  after  the  aston- 
ishment and  regret  of  His  hfajesty's  Government 
at  the  United.  States  having  taken  up  the  viair 
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the  Freneb  QortrnmeDt  presenicd  of  our 
juat  and  lecilimate  prioeipleB  of  blockade  which 
(re.  exemplified  in  the  blockade  of  May,  1806} 
the  whole  ground  takeo  by  His  Majesty's  Got- 
erament  was  at  once  abaodoned.  When  I  had 
the  honor  to  exhibit  to  you  my  instructions,  and 
to  draw  up,  as  I  tonceiTed,  according  to  your 
wishes  and  those  of  the  President,  a  statement  of 
the  mode  in  which  that  blockade  would  probably 
disappear,  I  never  meant  to  authorize  such  a  con- 
elosion,  and  I  now  beg  most  unequirocally  tb  dis- 
claim it.  The  blockade  of  May,  1806,  will  not 
continae  after  the  repeal  of  the. Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, unless  His  Majesty's  Government  shall  think 
fit  to  sustain  it  by  the  special  application  of  a 
sufficient  naval  force ;  and  the  fact  of  its  being  so 
continued  or  not,  will  be  notified  at  the  time.  If, 
in  this  view  of  the  matter,  which  is  certainly  pre- 
sented in  a  conciliatory  spiric,  one  of  the  obsta- 
cles to  a  complete  understanding  between  our 
Countries  can  be  removed  by  the  United  States 
Gkyvtrnment  waiving  all  further  reference  to  that 
1Mo<»kade  when  they  can  bt  justified  in  asking  a 
repeal  of  the  orders^  and  I  may  communicate  this 
to  mj  Government,  it  will  undoubtedly  be  very 
satismctery ;  but  I  beg  distinctly  to  disavow  hav- 
ing made  any  acknowledgment  that  the  blockade 
would  cease  merely  iff  eonaequenee  of  a  revoca- 
tion of  the  Orders  in  Council ;  whenevor  it  does 
tease,  it  wiH  cease  because  there  will  be  no  ade- 
quate force  applied  to  maintain  it. 

On  another  very  material  point,  sir,  you  appear 
to  have  misconstrued  my  words,  for  in  no  one 
passage  of  my  letter  can  i  discover  an^  mention 
•f  innovations  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  such 
aa  yon  say  excited  a  painful  surprise  in  your 
Government.  There  is  no  new  pretension  set  op 
by  His  Majesty's  Government.  '  In  answer  to 
questions  of  yours  as  to  what  Were  the  decrees  or 
Regulations  of  France  which  Great  Britain  com- 
plained of,  and  against  which  she  directed  her 
retaliatory  measnm,  brought  distiiMtly  into  your 
view  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees;  and  yon 
have  not  denied^  benanse,  indeed,  you  coold  not, 
that  the  provisions  of  those  decrees  were  new 
tteasof  es  of  war  on  the  part  of  France,  acknowl* 
edged  as  such  by  her  Rulerj  and  contrary  to  the 
principles  and  usages  of  civilized  nations.  That 
the  present  war  has  been  oppressive  bevend  ex- 
ample by  its  duration,  and  the  desolatton  it 
spreads  through  Europe,  I  willingly  agree  with 
yon;  bnt  the  United  States  cannot  surely  mean 
10  attribute  the  cause  to  Great  Britain.  The 
question  between  Great  Britain  and  France  is 
that  of  an  honorable  struggle  against  the  lawless 
efforts  of  an  ambiiioos  tyrant,  and  America. can 
but  have  the  wish  of  every  independent  nation  as 
to  its  result. 

'  On  a  third  point,  sir,  I  have  also  to  regret  that 
mj  meaning  snoula  have  been  mistaken.  Great 
Britain  never  contended  that  British  merckiant 
vessels  should  be  allowed  to  trade  with  her  ene- 
miea,  or  that  Britisllwroperty  should  be  allovred 
nntry  into  their  portsjSis  vou  would,  infer ;  sach  a 
^etension  woald  iaoeea  be  preposterous.  But 
tiv^at  Britain  doeatMAtend  against  the  ayaiam  oC 


error  pot  in  practice  by  France,  by  whicb^orar^ 
ing  anthorily  wherever  her  arms  or  the  umi^ity 
of  nations  will  enable  her*  to  extend  ber  ioflo- 
ence,  she  makes  it  a  crime  to  neutral  coaatries  u 
well  as  individnals  that  they  should  possets  arti* 
cles,  however  acquired,  which  may  hare  bees 
oBce  the  produce  of  JSnglUh  indintry  or  of  ihe 
British  soil.  Against  such  an  abominable  ind 
extravagant  pretension  every  feeling  srastreTolt, 
and  the  honor  no  less  than  the  interest  of  Gfreit 
Britain  engages  her  to  oppose  it. 

Turning  to  the  course  of  Argument  cootsiDed 
in  your  letter,  allow  me  to  express  my  surprise  at 
the  conclusion  you  draw  in.  considering  the  qaet- 
tion  of  priority  relative  to  the  French  decreet  or 
British  Orders  in  Council.  It  was  clearly  prorcd 
that  the  blockade  of  May,  1806.  was  maiautDcd 
by  an  adequate  naval  force,  and  therefore  wu a 
blockade  founded  on  just  and  legitimate  priDci- 
pies  \  and  1  have  not  heard  that  it  was  considered 
in  a  contrary  light  when  Aotiiied  as  saeh  to  fot 
bjr  Mc.  Secretary  Fox^  nor  until  it  suited  tk 
vienrs  of  France  to  endeavor  to  ha  ye  it  coaiid- 
ered  otherwise.  Why  Afnerica  took  up  the  riev 
the  French  Government  ehose  to  gvie  of  it,  aid 
could  see  in  it  grounds  for  the  French  decrees, 
was  always  matter  of  astoaishment  in  Eaghind. 

Your  remarks  on  the  modifications,  at  tarioos 
times,  of  our  system  oi  retaliation  will  reqoin 
the  less  reply  from  the  cirsomstance  of  the  Onler 
in  Couociiof  April,  1809,  having  superseded  tbeia 
all.  They  were  calculated  for  the  avowed  par* 
pose  of  softening  the  effect  of  the  original  Ordeis 
on  neutral  commerce;  the  incidental  effect  of 
thtMB  orders  on  neutrals  having  been  always  sio- 
cerely  regretted  by  His  Majesty's  QoverniBeit^ 
but  when  it  was  found  that  neutrals  objected  to 
them  they  were  removed. 

As  to  the  principle  of  retaliation,  it  is  foosded 
on  the  just  and!  natuml  right  of  self-defeaee 
against  our  enemy;  if  France  isonahle  toeo- 
force  her  decrees  on  the  ocean,  it  is  not  from  the 
want  of  will,  for  she  enlbroea  them  wheterer  she 
oan  do  it ;  her  threats  are  only  empty  where  her 
power  is  of  no  avaiL  . 

In  the  view  you  have  taken  of  the  coadoct  of 
America,  in  bet  relation  .with  the  two  belliger- 
ents, and  in  the  eooclusion  yon  draw  with  ^j^' 
to  the  impartiality  of  your  nountry  asexeapiiM 
in  the  non-importation  law,;  I  lament  ts  ny  | 
cannot  agree  with  you.  That  act  is  a  direct 
measure  against  the  British  trade,  eoaeted  at  a 
Ume  when  aU  the  legal  autitorities  in  the  Uoited 
States  appeared  ready  to  contest  the  stateflneotoi 
a  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  on  which  was 
founded  the  Pceaident's  proclamation  of  Norem- 
ber  2d,  and.  consequently,  to  dispute  the  y^^^ 
of  the  proclamation  itself*  , 

You  urge,  sir,  that  the.  British  Goverao«» 
promised  to  proceed  pari  pamu  with  Fm^t  w 
the  repeal  of  her  edicts.  It  is  to  be  wiabed  yoa 
could  point  out  to  us  any  step  France  has  tai» 
in  the  repeal  of  iters.  Graal  Britain  hss  repeaj- 
edly  declared  that  she  wooU  repeal  when  ut 
French  did  ao,  and  she  means  to  keep  to  thst^ec- 
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I  JuT«  Btftt^  tp  TOtt  tbat  weooald  aol cpasider 
the  letter  of  Aotfiist  5ch,  ^f^^lariog  th«  repeal  of 
ihe  French  edicts,  providea  we  revoked,  our  Or> 
den  io  Counoil,  or  America  reseated  our  not 
doing  so,  u  a  step  of  that  iMCure  $  aod  the  French 
Go? eromest  knew  that  we  could  not ;  their  ob- 

J'tct  was  erideotly,  while  their  system  was  ad- 
ered  to  in  all  its  rigor,  to  endearor  to  persuade 
tke  American  Grovernment  that  they  had  relaxed 
(rom  it,  a  ad  to  ijiduce  her,  to  proceed  ioeaforcing 
the  tubmissiap  of  Grear  Britain  to  the  inordinate 
demands  of  France.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that 
they  have  but  too  well  succeeded ;  for  the  United 
States  Govemmeot  appear  to  have  considered  the 
French  deola ration  in  the  sense  in  which  France 
wished  it  to  be  taken,  as  an  absolute  repeal  of  her 
decrees,  without  adverting  to  the  conditional 
terms  which  accompanied  it 

Bit  you  asserjt  that  no  violations  of  your  necH 
iral  rights  by  France  occur  on  the  hiffh  seas,,  and 
that  these  were  all  the  violations  ailiided  to  in 
theactof  Congress.of  May,  1810*  I  readily  be- 
lieve, indeed,  tbat  such  cases  are-  rare^  but  it  is 
owing  to  the  pdr«ponderance  of  the  British  navy 
that  they  are  so.  When  scarce  a  ship  under  the^ 
Presch  flag  can  venti^re  to  sea  without  being' 
taken,  it  is  not  extraordinary  that  they  make  no 
etptares.  If  sach  violations  alone  were  within 
the  purview  of.  your  law,  there  would  aeem  to 
bave  been  no  taccessity  for  itsjenactment.  The 
British  navj  micht  have  been  safely  trusted  for 
the  prevenlioa  c«  their. occur rence.  But  I  have 
ilwsys  believed,  and  my  Government ,  has  be- 
lieved, that  the  American  Legiskfures  bad  in 
riew,  in  the  proviaions  of  their  utw  as  it  respects 
Prance,  not  only  her  deeds  of  violence  on  the 
ieas,  bat  all  the  novel  and  extraordinary  pretenr 
Qons  aod  practices  of  her  GovernOfent  which 
lofrioged  their  neutral  rights. 

We  have  had  no  evidence  as  yet  of  any  of 
those  pretensions  being  abandoned.  To  tbe.am* 
^ignooa  declaration  in  Mr.  Champagny's  note  is 
>ppoaed  the  nnnmbi^uous  and  personal  declara- 
tion of  Bonaparte  himself.  Yon  urge  that  there 
s  nothing  incgmpatible  with  the  revocation  of 
he  decrees  in  respect  to  the  United  States,  in  his 
expressions  to  the  deputies  from  the  free  oitiea  of 
ttamhorg,  Bremen,  and  Lubeck ;  thai  it  fs  dis- 
Mly  staled  in  that-spe^h  that  theJbloelUde  of 
ibe  British  islands  shall  cease  when  the  British 
blockades  cense ;  Aod  that  the  French  blockade 
^11  cease  in  favor  of  thoae  nations  .in  whose 
faror  €keat  Britain  revokes ^ers^  or  who  support 
'beir  righu  against  her  pretensions. 

It  is  to  be  inferred  frqm  thta,  and  the  corres- 
[>ODding  parts  of  the  declaration  alluded  to,  that 
unless  Great  Britain  sacci&ces  :her  principles  ol* 
blockade  which  are  those  unattthorixed  by  the 
isfablisbed  law  of  nalaonsi  Fmnee  will  still  main- 
^iQ  her  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  which,  in- 
^ed,  the  speech  in  question  declares  to  be  the 
fondsmental  laws  of  the  French  Empire*, 

I  do^Qoi,  I  confess,  conceive  how  these  avowals 
'f  the  Raier  of  France  can  be  said  to  he  com- 
[ntibie  with  the  repeal  of  his  decrees,  in  respect 
to  the  Unined. States,    if  the  United  Stntev  nre 


prepared  to  insist  on  the  sacrifice  by  Gkeat  Brit« 
ain  of  the  ancient  and  established  rules  of  mari- 
time war  practised  by  her,  then,  indeed,  they  may 
avoid  the  operation  of  the  French  decrees ^  hut 
otherwise,  according  to  this  document,  it  is  very 
clear  that  they  are  still  subiected  to  them. 

The  decree  of  Fontainbleau  is  confessedly-, 
founded  on  th^  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  dated 
the  19tb  October)  1810,  and  proves  their  continued 
existence.    The  report  of  the  French  Minister  of 
December  8th,  auoouocing  the  perseverance  ot 
France  in  her  decrees,  is  still  further  in  coo^rma-,. 
tion  of  them,  and  a  reperusal  of  the  letter  of  the 
Minister  of  Justice  of  the  25th  of  last  December, 
confirms  me  in  the  inference  I  drew  from  it;  for 
otherwise,  why  should  that  Minister  make  the 
prospective  restoration  of  American  vessels  taken 
after  the  Ist  November  to  be  a  consequence  of  the 
non-importation  law,  aod  not  of  the  French  rev- 
ocation.   If  the  French  Government  had  been, 
sincere,  they  would  have  ceased  infringing  on 
the  neutral  rights  of  America  after  the  1st  Nor 
vemWf  that  they  violated  them,  however,  after 
that  period,  is  notorious. 

Your  Government  «eem  to  let  it  be  understood. 
th«t  an  ambiguous  declaration  from  Great  Brit- 
ain,  similar  to  that  of  the  French  Minister,  would 
have  been  acceptable  to  them.    But,  sir,  is  it  coo- 
sisttent  with  the  dignity  of  a  nation  that  respecta. 
itself  to  speak  in  ambiguous  language?    The 
subji^cts  and  citizens  of  either  country  would,  in 
the  end,  be  the  victims,  as  many  are  already,  in 
all  probability^  who,  from  a  misconstruction  of 
the  meaning  of  the  French  Government,  havft 
been  led  into  the  most  imprudent  speculations.. 
Such  conduct  would  not  bis  to  proceed  pari  jxzmu^ 
with  France  in  revoking  our  edicts,  buttpde-*- 
scend  to  the  nse  of  the  perfidious  and  juggling 
contrivances  of  her  Cabinet,  by  which  she  fills 
her  coffers  at  the  expense  of  independent  nations. 
A  similar  eoostrnction  of  proceeding  varipoMU 
might  lead  to  such  decrees  as  those  of  Rhmbouil- 
let  or  of  Bayonne,  to  the  system  of  exclusion  or 
of  licenses,  all  measures  of  France  against  the. 
American  commerce;  in  nothing  short  of  ahso-r 
late,  hostility. 

It  is  urged  that  no  vessel  has  been  condemned 
by  the  tribunals  of  France,  on  the  principles  of 
her  decrees^  since  the  1st  November.    You  allow, 
however,  that  tbefe  have  been  some  detainea 
since  that  period^  and  that  such  part  of  the  car- 
goes as  consisted  of  goods  not  the  produce  of 
America  was  seized,  and  the  other  part,  tQffetber 
wUh  the  vessel  itselt,  only  released  after  the  Frest- 
dent's  proclamation  became  known  io  Fra4>ce. 
These  circumstances  surely  only  prove  the  diffi- 
culties that  France  is  under  In  reconciling  her> 
anti-cooimereial  and  ^ti-neutral  system  with  her. 
desire  to  express  her  satisfaction  at  the  measures 
taken  in  America  against  the  commerce  of  Great 
Britain.    Sh^^eizes  in  virtue  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees^  but  she  makes  a  partial  restoratiot^^ 
for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  America. 
^  I  have  now  followed  you,  I  believe,  sir,  through, 
the  whole  range. of  your  argument,  and,  on  re-, 
viewing  the  course  ,of  it,  I  thiuk  I  may  seciirely: 
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flay  that  no  satisfactory  proof  has  as  yet  been 
brought  forward  of  the  repeal  of  the  oenosiotts 
decrees  of  France;  btit,  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
appears  they  continue  in  full  force;  consequently, 
that  no  grounds  exist  on  which  you  can  with  jus- 
tice demand  of  Great  Britain  a.rerocation  of  her 
Orders  in  Council.  That  we  have  a  right  to 
complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  American  Gk)v- 
ernraent  in  enforcing  the  t>r6 visions, of  the  act  of 
May,  1810,  to  the  exclusion  of  tbe  British  trade, 
and  afterwards  in  obtaining  a  special  law  for  the 
same  purpose,  though  it  was  notorious,  at  the 
ctme,  that  France  still  continuied  her  aggressions 
upon  American  commerce,  and  had  recently  pro- 
mulgated anew  her  decrees,  suffering  no  trade 
from  this  country  but  through  licenses  publicly  , 
sold  by  her  agents;  and  that  all  the  suppositions 
you  have  formed  of  innovations  on  the  part  of 
Qreat  Britain,  or  of  her  pretensions  ro  trade  with 
her  enemies,  are  wholly  groundless.  I  have  also 
'  stated  To  you  the  view  His  Majesty's  Gk>v«rnment 
has  taken  of  the  question  of  the  blockade  of  May, 
1806,  and  it  now  only  remains  that  1  urge  <ifresh 
the  injustice  of  the  United  States  Government 
persevering  in  their  union  withtbe  French  sys- 
tem for  the  purpose  of  crushing  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain. 

From,  every  consideration  which  equity,  good 
policy,  or  interest  can  su^gest^  there  appears  to 
be  such  a  call  upon  America  to  give  up  this  sys* 
tem,  which  favors  France  to  the  injury  of  Great 
Britain,  that  I  cannot,  however  little  satisfactory 
your  communications,  as  yet  abandon  all  hopes 
that  even  before  the  Congress  meet  a  new  view 
may  be  taken  of  the  subject  by  the  President, 
which  will  lead  to  a  more  happy  result.  Ihave 
the  honor  to  be.  &c. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 


Mr,  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster. 
Departmbnt  of  Statb^  OcL  1, 1811. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  26th  of  July,  and  to  submit  it  to  the 
view  of'the  PreMdent. 

In  answering  that  letter,  it  is  proper  that  I 
should  notice  a  complaint  that  I  had  omitted  to 
reply  in  mine  of  the  23d  of  July  to  your  remon- 
strance against  (he  proclaibation  of  the  President 
of  November  last,  and  to  the  demand  which  you 
had  made,  by  the  order  of  your  Government,  of 
the  repeal  of  the  non-importation  act  of  March 
2d  of  the  present  year. 

My  letter  has  certainly  not  merited  this  impu- 
tation. 

Having  shown  the  injustice  of  the  British 
Goyernment  in  issuing  the  Orders  in  Council,  on 
the  pretext  assigned,  and  iis  still  greater  injustice 
in  adhering  to  them  after  that  preteit  had  failed, 
a  respect  for  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  for  the 
United  States,  prevented  my  placing,  in  the  strong 
light  in  which  the  subject  naturally  presented 
itself,  the  remonstrance  alluded  to,  and  tbe  extra- 
ordinary demand  fbunded  on  it,  that  while  your 
Ghrvernment  accommodated  in  nothing,  tbe  Uni- 
ted Statea  ahould  relinquish  the  ground  which, 


by  a  just  regard  to  the-  pobtie  riglitsand  honor, 
they  nad  been  compelled  to  take.  Propositiooi 
tending  to  degrade  a  nation  can  nerer -be  broogbt 
into  discussion  by  a  Gorernment  not  prepared  to 
submit  to  the  degradation.  It  was  tor  this  rra* 
son  that  I  conflned  my  reply  to  thoae  passages  in 
your  letter,  which  involved  the  claim  of  the  doi- 
ted States,  on  the  principles  of  justice,  to  tbe 
revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  Your  de- 
mand, however,  was  neither  unnoticed  nor  un- 
answered. In  laying  before  you  the  complete, 
and,  as  was  believed,  irresistible  proof  on  wbich 
the  United  States  expected  and  cniied  for  tbe 
revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Conneil.  a  very  ex- 
plicit answer  was  supposed  to  be  given  to  that 
demand. 

Equally  unfounded  is  your  complaint,  tbiti 
misunderstood  that  passagv  which  claimed,  as  t 
condition  of  tbe  revocatroo  of  the  Orders  io 
Council,  that  the  trade  of  Great  firiiaia  with 
the  Continent  ahould  be  restored  to  the  state  m 
which  it  was  before  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de 
creee  w^re  issued.  As  this  pretension  was  Donl 
and  extraordinary,  it  was  necessary  that  a  dis* 
tinct  idea  should  be  formed  of  it|  and,  with  that 
view,  I  aske^  such  an  explanation  as  would  eoa- 
ble  me  to  form  one. 

In  the  explanation' i^iven,  yon  do  not  insist  on 
the  right  to  trade,  in  British  property,  with  Bht* 
ish  vessels,  directly  with  your  enamies.  Such  a 
claim,  you  admit,  wonld  be  preposteroas.  But 
you  do  insist,  by  neceasary  implieation,  that 
France  baa  no  right  to  inhibit  the  imporuitioit 
into  her  ports  of  British  niaiuifacturea,  or  (be 
produce  or  the  British  soil,  when  tlie  property  of 
neutrals;  -and  that,  until  France  remove  that  is- 
bibition,  tbe  United  Stales  ate  to  be  cut  off  bf 
Great  Britain  /ram  all  trade  whatever  with  bet 
enemies.^ 

^n  such  a  pretension  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
reason.  There  is,  I  believe,  no  exam|Ne  of  it  ui 
the  history  of  past  wars.  Qreat  Britain,  the  eo- 
emy  of  France,  undertakea  to  regotate  ihe  trade 
of  France.  Nor  is  that  all ;  she  tells  her  that 
she  ratist  trade  in  British  goods.  If  Fraocem 
Great  Britam  were  at  peace,  this  pmetm^ 
would  not  be  set  op.  nor  even  thought  of.  lus 
Great  Britain  then  acquired,  in  this  t^P^^^J 
war,  rights  which  she  has  not  i a  peace  t  Ad« 
does  she  announce  to  neutral  nations,  that,  un- 
lesa  they  cohsent  to  become  the  iostrumeots  ot 
this  policy,  their  commerce  shall  be  aDDibilaie<i> 
their  vessels  shall  be  shut  up  in  their  owo  portf ' 

I  might  ask  whether  French  goods  are  adfliit- 
ted  into  Great  Britain,  even  in  peace;  aod  it 
they  arfe,  whether  it  be  of  right,  or  by  tbe  con- 
sent and  policy  of  tha  British  GoverameatY 

That  the  property  would  ba  neutralised  doei 
not  affect  the  question.  If  the  United  Staw 
have  no  right  to  carry  thttr  own  prodoctioos  lo^ 
to  Prance  without  the  consent  of  the  Frcnw 
Governmettt,  how  can  they  undertake  lo  cany 
there  those  of  Great  Britain?  In  ^^.^1 
most  depend  on  the  interest  and  the  will  ot  «» 
party.  ^    ^     .. 

Nor  iff  it  uttterial  to  what  extent,  or  by  wftti 
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powers,  the  trade  to  the  Cootioent  m  prohibited. 
If  the  Powers  who  prohibit  it  are  tt  war  with 
Great  Briiata.  the  prohibitiea  is  a  necessary  coo- 
se^ence  of  that  state.  If  at  peace,  it  is  their 
owo  act ;  and  whether  it  be  rolootary  or  eont- 
polsive,  they  alooe  are  answerable  for  it.  If  the 
ace  be  taken  at  the  instigation,  and  under  the  in- 
flaeoceof  France,  the  most  that  can  be  said,  is, 
tlist  it  justifies  reprisal  against  them  by  a  si4Biilar 
measure.  On  no  principle  whatever  can  it  be 
aid  to  gire  any  sanction  to  the.  condact  of 
Great  Britain  towards  neutral  nations. 

The  United  States  can  hare  no  objection  to- 
tbe  em  ploy  men  t  of  their  commercial  capital  in 
ihe  supply  of  France,  and  of  the  ContineUt  gen- 
erallr,  with  manufactures,  and  to  comprise  in  the 
supply  those  of  Great  Britain,  provided  those 
Powers  will  consent  to  it.  But  they  cannot  un- 
dertake to  force  such  supplies  on  France,  or  on 
any  other  Power,  in  compliance  with  the  claim 
of  the  British  Qovernment,  od  principles  incom- 
(atible  with  the  rights  pf  every  independent  na- 
tion; and  they  WlD  not  demand  in  fgvor  of  ano- 
ther Power  What  they  cannot  claim  for  them- 
selres. 

All  that  Qreal  Britain  eoald  with  reason  eom- 
pUiD  of  was,  the  inhibition,  by  the  French  de- 
crees, of  the  lawful  trade  of  neutrals  with  (he 
British  dominions.    As  «oon  aa  that  inhibition 
ceased,  her  inhibition  of  our  trade -with  France 
eogbt,  in  like  manner,  to  have  ceased.    Having 
pledged  herself  to  proceed  port  fNiasu  with  France, 
io  the  revocation  of  their  respective  ads,  vioia- 
ting  oeutral  ri^ts,'  it  has  afforded  just  caose  of 
complaint,  and  even  of  astonishment,  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  the  British  Government  should 
bare  aanctiooed  the  seizure  and  eoademoation  of 
Ameriean  resaela,  under  the  Orders  in  Council, 
sfter  the  revocation  of  the  French  decrees  was 
iODovaeed,  and  even  in  the  very  momfent  when 
yoor  mission,  avowed  to  be  conciliatory,  was  to 
^Te  ite  effect.    I  will  only  add,  that  had  ft  ap- 
pnred,  finally,  that  France  had  failed  to  perform 
her  engagement,  it  mirht  at  .least  have  been  et« 
P«cted  that  Qreat  Britain  would  not  have  mo- 
lested sQcb  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  Stales 
»  might  be  entering  the  ports  of  France,  on  the 
aith  of  both   Gtoveraments,  until  that  failure 
*u  eleaily  proved;    To  many  insinuations  in 
Tpor  letter  I  make  no  reply,  because  they  suffi 
eieotly  suggest  the  only  one  that  would  be  proper. 
.  If  it  were  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  impar- 
^Hiy  which  has  been  observed  by  the  United 
o^tes  towards  the  two  belligerents,  I  might  ask, 
^heiher,  if  Qreat  Britain  had  accepted  the  con- 
QiUos  which  was  offered  equally   to  her  and 
^riaee,  by  the  act  of  May  1,  1810,  and  France 
>^  rejected  it,,  there  is  cause  to  doubt  that  Um 
DOS-importation  act  would  have  been  carried 'in- 
^  efieet  against  France?    No  such  doubt  can 
U^l^^y  exist,  because,  io  a  former  instance^  when 
y  Oovcrnment,  trusiiog  to  a  fulfilment  by  yours 
p  ta  arrangement  which  pat  an  end  to  a  non- 
u^ttrcottrse  with  Great  Briuin,  the  non-inter- 
^ourse  was  continued  against  France,  who  had 
m  then  repealed  her  decrees^  at  it  was  iial  doubt- 


ed*  that  fia^nd  had  done.  Haa  it  not  been  re- 
peatedly declared  to  your  Gbvemment,  that  if 
Qreat  Britain  would  revoke  her  Orders  io  Coud- 
ctl,  the. President  would  immediately  cause  the 
non-importation  act  to  eense  ?  You  well  know 
that  the  same  declaration  has  been  often  made  to 
yoarseif,  and  that  nothing  is  wanting  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  existing  obstructions  to  the  com- 
merce between  the  two  countries,  than  a  satis- 
factory assurance,  which  will  be  received  with 
pleasure  from  yourself,  that  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil are  at  end. 

By  the  remark  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  of  July,, 
that  the  'blockade  of  May,  1806,  had  been  inclu- 
ded in  the  more  comprehensive  system  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  of  the  following  year,  and 
that,  if  that  blockade  should  be  continued  in 
force  after  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
it  would  be  in  consequence  of  the  special  ap-. 
plication  of  a  sufficient  naval  force,  I  could  not 
bat  infer  your  idea  to  be,  that  the  repeal  of  the. 
Orders  in  Council  would  necessarily  involve 
the  repeal  of  the  blockade  of  May.  I  was  the 
more  readily  induced  to  make  this  inference 
from  the  consideration,  that,  if  the  blockade, 
was  not  revoked  bv  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  giving 
noti<}e  that  it  would  be  continued,  as  by  the  fur- 
ther consideration,  that,  according  to  the  decis- 
ion of  your  Court  of  Admiralty,  a  blockade,  in- 
stituted by  proclamation  does  not  cease^  by  the 
removal  of  the  force  applied  to  it,  nor  without  a 
formal  notice  by  the  Government  to  that,  effect. 

It  is  not,  however,  wislied  to  discuss  any  ques- 
tion relative  to  the  mode  by  which  that  blockade 
may  be  terminated.  Its  actual  termination  is  the 
material  object  for  consideration. 

It  is  easy  to  show,  and  it  has  already  been 
abundantly  shown,  that  the  blockade  of  May,. 
1806,  is  inconsistent,  in  any  view  that  may  be 
taken  of  it,  with  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  also 
ea:iy  to  show  that,  as  now  expounded,  it  is  equal- 
ly inconsLiteat  with  the  sense  of  your  Govern- 
ment when  the  order  was  issued ;  and  this  change 
i^  a  sufficient  reply  to  the  remarks  which  you 
have  applied  to  me  personally. 

If  you  will  examine  the  order,  you  will  find 
that  it  is,  strictlv,  little  more  than  a  blockade  of 
the  coast  from  tne  Seine  to  Ostend.  There  is  an 
express  reservation  in  it  in  favor  of  neutrals  to 
any  part  of  the  coast  between  Brest  and  the 
Seme,  and  between  Ostend  and  the  £lbe.  Neu- 
tral Powers  are  permitted  by  it  to  tfike  from  their 
own  ports  every  kind  of  produce  without  dis-* 
tinction  as  to  its  origin,  and  to  carry  it  to  the 
Continent,  under  that  limitation,  and  with  the 
exception  only  of  contraband  of  war. and  ene- 
mies' property,  and  to  bring  thence  to  their  own 
ports  in  return  whatever  arlicLe;^  they  think  fit. 
Why  were  contraband  of  war  and  etietmes'  prop- 
erty excepted,  if  a  commerce  even  in  those  arti- 
cles would  not  otherwise  have  been  permitted 
under  the  reservation  ^  No  order  was  neces- 
sary to  sul^ect  them  to  seizure;  they  Wjcre liable 
to  It  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  asserted  by  Great. 
JSritain. . 
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Why,  (beD,  did  the  British  GorerameDt  insti* 
tute  a  blockade  which,  with  respect  ta.  neutrals, 
was  m>t  TigoroQs,  as  to  the  greater  nart  of  the 
coast  comprised  in  it?  If  70a  will  look  to  the 
state  of  things  which  theo  existed  between  the 
United  States  and  Qr^at  Britain,  jou  will  find 
the  answer.  A  controversy  had  taken  place  be- 
tween our  Gorernments  on  a  different  topic, 
which  was  still  dependinji^.  The  British  Gur- 
ernraent  bad  interfered  with  the  trade  between 
France  and  her  allies  in  the  produce  of  their  col- 
Tbe  just  claim  of  the  United  States  was 


onies. 


then  a  subject  of  negotiation,  and  your  Govera- 
ment,  professing  its  willingness  to  make  a  satis- 
ftictory  arrangement  of  it,  issued  the  order,  which 
allowed  trade,  without  making  any  concession  as 
^to  the  principle;  reserving  that  for  the  adjust- 
ment by  treaty.  It  was  in  this  light  that  I  viewed, 
and  in  this  sense  that  I  represented,  that  order  to 
my  Government ;  and  in  no  other  did  I  make  any 
comment  on  it. 

When  you  reflect  that  this  order,  by  allowing 
the  trade  of  neutrals  in  colonial  productions  to 
'M  that  portion  of  the  coast  which  was  not  rfg- 
oroasly  blockaded,  afforded  to  the  United  States 
an  accommodation  in  a  principal  point  then  at 
issue  between  our  Governments,  and  of  which 
their  citizens  extensively  availed  themselves; 
that  that  trade  and  the  question  of  blockade,  and 
every  other  question  in  which  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  were  interested,  were  then  in 
a  train  of  amicable  negotiation,  you  will,  I  ihiok^ 
see  the  cause  why  the  Minister  who  then  repre- 
sented the  United  States  with  the  British  Gov- 
ernment did  not  make  a  formal  complaint  against 
it.  You  have  appealed  to  me,  whor  happened  to 
be  that  Minister,  and  urged  my  silence  as  an  evi- 
dence of  my  approbation  of,  or  at  least,  acquies- 
cence in,  the  blockade.  An  explanation  of  the 
cause  of  that  supposed  silence  is  not  less  due  to 
myself  than  to  the  true  character  of  the  transac- 
tion. With  the  Minister  with  whom  I  had  the 
honor  to  treat,  I  may  add,  that  an  official  formal 
complaint  was  not  likely  to  be  resorted  to,  be- 
cause frieodtv  communications  were  invited  and 
preferred,  ifhe  want  of  such  a  document  is  no 
proof  that  the  measure  was  approved  by  me,  or 
that  no  complaint  was  made.  In  recalling  to 
my  mind,  as  this  incident  naturally  does,  the 
manly  character  of  that  distinguished  and  illus- 
trious statesman,  and  the  confidence  with  which 
he  inspired  ail  those  with  whom  he  had  to  treat, 
r  shall  be  permitted  to  express,  as  a  slight  tribute 
of  respect  to  his  memory,  the  verv  high  consid- 
eration ID  which  I  have  always  held  his  great 
talents  and  virtues. 

The  United  States  have  not,  nor  can  they  ap- 
prove the  blockade  of  an  extensive  coast.  Noth- 
ing, certainly,  can  be  inferred  from  anything  that 
has  passed  relative  to  the  blockade  of  May,  1606, 
to  countenance  such  an  inference. 

It  is  seen  with  satisfaction  that  you  still  admit 
that  the  application  of  an  adequate  forc^is  ne- 
cessary to  give  a  blockade  a  legal  character,  and 
that  it  will  lose  that  character  whenever  that  ad- 
equate force  ceases  to  be  applied.    As  it  cannot 


be  aliesed  that  the  appliencioii  6t  any  saeh  ade- 
quate force  has  been  continued,  and  aetoaity  ex- 
ists, in  the  case  of  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  it 
would  seem  to  be  a  fair  inference  that  the  repeil 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  wilt  leave  no  iasopen- 
ble  difficulty  with  respect  to  iu  To  suppose  the 
contrary  would  be  to  suppose  that  the  Orden  in 
Cooneii,  said  to  include  that  blockade,  restiae 
themselves  on  a  principle  of  retaliation  only,  tod 
not  sustained  by  the  application  of  an  adequate 
force,  would  have  the  effect  of  stistaining  a  block- 
ade admitted  to  require  the  appKcatioa  of  aa  ad* 
equate  force,  until  such  adequate  force  sboaid 
actually  take  the  place  of  the  Orders  in  Oouo- 
cih  Whenever  any  blockade  is  instituted,  it  will 
be  a  subject  for  consideration  ;  and  if  the  block- 
ade be  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  nations,  there 
wiH  be  no  disposition  in  this  Government  to  eoi- 
teat  it«    I  have  the  honor  to  be.  ^lo. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
AtfoaarvB  J.  PoaTEa,  Bsq.,  te. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster. 
Dbpabtmbnt  op  State,  OcL  17. 1811. 

8w:  I  have  the  honor,  to  eofnaaanicatetoToo 
a  copy  of  two  ieUera  from  the  Charge  des  Af- 
faires of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  to  theit 
C4arg6  des  Affaires  at  London,  aad  a  copjr  of  a 
correspondence  of  the  latter  with  the  Marqoii 
Weliesley  on  the  anbjeet.  By  this  it  will  be 
seen  that  Mr.  Smith  was  in  formed  by  the  Mar* 
quia  Welleslcy,  that  he  afaoald  transoMt  to  700  a 
copy  of  the  comniunicaiion  irona  Paris,  that  it 
ought  have  full  consideration  in  the  diseosioB 
depending  hare. 

AithotigiL  aaimaacdiate  npeni  was  to  have  beea 
expected  from  yonr  Gtoveroment,  on  the  teeeipt 
of  thia  communication,  if  the  new  proof  which  a 
affords  of  the  French  repeal  waa  satisfactory,  yet 
it  will  be  agreeable  to  learn  that  you  are  oowao- 
thorized  to  eoncnr  in  an  arrangement  that  mw 
terminate  both  the  Ordeca  in  Council  and  the 
non-importation  act.    I  have  the  heaor  to  be  «<» 

JAMBS  MONROE. 
,  Pv  S.  Heariag  that  yon  will  not  be  in  town  lor 
seveml  days,  this  letter^  and  one  heariag  dateoa 
the  Ist  of  this  month,  which  I  had  prepired,  aod 
iateaded  to  deliver  to  vou  on  my  return  here,  are 
forwarded  by  a  special  messenger* 

AuoosTua  J.  FosTfiBy  Elsq.,  d^ 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Monroe's  fetter  of  Oct,  17.] 
Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  8nith. 

Paris.  Jufy  6%  IBU. 
Sib:  I  observe,  by  your  leiterof  the 7ih  oltiaio, 
your  solieitode  to  obtain  evidence  of  the  rerset* 
tion  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrsefe.       ^  .  ^ 
On  the  5th  of  August  last  the  Duke  of  Cadors 
announced  10  General  Armstrong  that  these  fl^ 
crees  were  revoked,  and  that  they  would  c**"*.* 
operate  on  the  1st  of  November.    Since  the  i» 
of  November  these  decrees  have  not  to  my  M«f|] 
edge,  in  any  instance,  been  executed  to  the  prfj* 
dice  of  American  property  arriving  ''"^  . 
lime.    On  tha  oontrary,  the  Qraee  Aaa  ureev^} 
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eoming  clearly  wilbin  ibe  pentl  terms  of  tboM 
deerees,  had  they  coatiDoed  in  foree,  was  liberated 
ID  December  last,aDd  ber  cargo  admitted  ta  April. 
This  ressel  had,  indeed,  been  taken  bf  (be  Bn^- 
lisli,  aod  retaken  from  tbem ;  but  as  tats  eireom- 
5UDee  is  not  assigned  h^re  as  the  caase  of  the 
liberation  of  this  property,  it  ongbt  not  to  be  pre- 
samed  to  have  op«rat^  alone  as  such. 

Whatever  special  reasons  may  be  supposed  for 
the  release  of  the  Gkace  Ann  Qreene,  that  of  the 
Nev  Orleans  Packet  most  hareresalted  from  the 
reroeatton  of  the  French  edicts. 

The  New  Orleans  Packet  had  been  boarded  by 
two  English  Tcsselsof  wor,  and  had  been  some 
time  at  an  English  port,  aod  thus  doubly  trans- 
gressed against  the  decree  of  Milan.  On  arriving 
at  Bordeaux  she  was  in  fact  seized  by  the  direc- 
tor ot  the  customs,  and  these  very  transgressions 
expressly  assigned  as  the  cause  of  seizure.  Whea 
I  was  informed  of  this  precipitate  act;  of  the  offi- 
cer at  Bordeaux,  I  remonstrarted  agfaiost  it  on  the 
sole  ground  that  the  decrees,  uader  which  it  was 
made,  had  been  revoked.  This  remonstrance 
was  heard.  AH  farther  proceedings  against  the 
New  Orleans  Packet  were  arrested,  aod  on  the 
9tb  of  January  both  the  vessel  and  cargo  wer^ 
ordered  to  be  placed  at  the  disposttion  of  the 
owners,  on  giving  bond.  This  bond  has  since 
been  eanoelwd  by  atf  order  of  the  Government, 
ind  thas  the  liberation  of  the  property  perfected. 
The  New  Orleans  Packet  has  been  some  time 
waiting  in  the  Ghironne  with  her  retarn  cargo  on 
board,  for  an  opportuait^  only  of  escaping  the 
English  Orders  m  Coaooil. 

1  know  of  DO  other  American  vessel  arrived 
rolnniarily  in  the  Empire  of  France  or  the  Kin^* 
km  of  Italy  since  the  1st  of  November,  to  which 
the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  could  be  appli^. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  dbe. 

JONATHAN  RU8SBLL. 

ioBif  84  Smith,  Eisq., 
Ckargi  fPAffaireB^  at  London. 

[Rsfeired  to  in  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  of  Oct.  17*3  . 

Mjr.  BosmU  to  Mr»  Smith. 

PAaia.JttfyU,  1811. 
Sib:  I  had  the  boner  to  address  to  you  on  the 
5tli  instant  a  brief  a^connt  of  the  Qrace  Ann 
Greene,  and  of  the  New  Orleans  Packet.  The 
proof  which  these  cases  famish,  especially  the 
ittter,  ought,  when  unopposed  as  it  is  by  any  con- 
flicting circumstance,  to  be  eonsidered'as  conclo- 
lire  of  the  rerocation  oftfatf  French  edicts,  to 
witich,  if  contiMied  in  forae,  these  cases  would 
bave  been  liable.  In  addition,  however,  to  thia 
evidence,  I  have  now  the  sativfactioo  to  commu- 
nicate to  yon  the  Itberadon  of  the  Two  Brothers, 
tbe  Good  Intent,  and  the  Star,  three  American 
vessels  captured  since  the  1st  of  November,  and 
broaght  into  this  Bmpire,  or  into  ports  under 
its  control.  I  should  no  donbt  have  been  able  td 
bare  annonttoed  the  release,  by  one  general  deci- 
sion of  aver^  Amerioan  vessel  captured  since 
that  period,  if  the  only  inquiry  were  wheiber  or 
^ot  they  had  violated  theBerlin  and  Milan  decrees. 
Uofoftonately,  however,  the  practices  of  late 


yeara  render  the  question  of  property  extre!me)y 
difliealt  to  be-aatis&ctorily  decided.  Amidst  false 
papers  and  false  oaths,  after  the  most  minute  and 
tedious  investigation,  it  often  remains  doubtful 
whether  this  property  belongs  to  a  neutral  or  an 
enemy.  The  time  employedin  this  investigation 
has  surely  no  connexion  with  the  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan decrees  and  cannot  be  considered  as  evidence 
of  their  continuaoce.  It'  is  possible  that  these 
decrees  may  be  kept  in  force  in  their  municipal 
character,  and  be  applied  for  the  confiscation  of 
English  merchandise  on  tbe  Continent ;  and  to 
prevent  their  performing  this  function  does  not 
appear  to  be  a  concern  of  the  United  States,  nor 
can  the  measure  adopted  in  retaliation  of  it,  ott 
the  part  of  England,  be  justiy  extended  beyond 
its  limits,  and  made  to  reach  an  unoffending  neU'* 
tml  Power,  which  the  act  of  her  enemy  does  not 
effect.  It  is  sufficient  for  us  that  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  have  ceased  to  be  executed  on  the 
high  seas ;  and  if  tbe  Orders  in  Council  still  con- 
tinue to  operate  there;  thev  surely  are  not  sup- 
ported by  any  principle  of  the  law  of  retaliation, 
but' must  be  considered  as  a  simple  and  unqnal« 
if&ed  violaiion  of  onr  neutral  and  national  rights. 

Tbe  proof  now  before  you  of  tbe  revocation  of, 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  consists  in  the  pre* 
else  and  forinal  declarations  of  this  Government 
Ell  its  diecontinaance  to  execnie  them  to  our  pre* 
judice  in  a  single  instance ;  in  its  having  exempted 
from  their  operation  every  ressel  arriving  spon- 
taneously since  tbe  Ist  of  November,  to^  which 
they  could 'be  applied ;  .and  every  vessel  forcibly 
brouji^ht  in  since  that  time,  on  which  there  hvi 
been  a  decision.  After  such  evidence,  to  pretend 
to  doubt  of  their  revocation  with  regard  to  us 
would  seem  to  be  the  result  of  something  more 
than  diere  incredulity.    With  much  respect,  ^c* 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

John  S.  Smith,  Esq., 
Chargd  ^AffairtM^  U.  8.^  Londoru 

(Itelerred  to  in  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  of  Oct.  I7»  1811.J 
Mr.  Smith  to  the  Marquis  Wellesley. 

BfiNTiNCK  Stbcet,  July  23, 1811. 

Mt  Ldro:  The  letter  ^vjrhich  I  have  the  honor 
to  present  to  your  Lordship  has  been  just  received 
by  me  from  Mr.  Russell.  So  full  and  complete 
is  this  document,  that  I  conceived  it  quite  unno" 
cessary  to  add  any  comments  or  remarks  of  my 
own.  I  shall)  however,  have  much  pleasure  in 
furnishing  any  other  explanations  in  my  power, 
either  verbal  or  wrii^eui  that  your  Lordship  may 
desire. 

Any.  doubts  that  may  have  existed  here  of  the 
effectual  repeal  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  aind  Milan 
will  now,  I  feel  assured,  be  completely  removed  ; 
and  I  feel  equally  confident  that  this  revocation 
of  the  French  edicts  wiU  be  immediately  followed 
by  that  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  which  affect  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States.  I  need 
not  assure  your  Lordship  of  the  i^reat  satisfaction 
I  shall  have  in  communicating  thia  event  to  my 
Government. 

As  the  ^  Orders  in  Council  have  been  ever 
d^olared  by  His  Majesty 'i Government  to  be  only 
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of  a  retaliatory  character, 'aad*  that  they  would 
eease  to  hare  any  effect  when  the  causes  upon 
which  they  wf^re  fbaoded  had  ceased  td  exist,  I 
trust  that  no  aricument  is  necessary  to  sbow/if. 
your  Lordship  shall  feel  the  foree  wiih  which  the 
accompaayiDg  document  unequivocally  demon- 
stcates  the  abandonment  oh  the  part  of  France  of 
iier  decrees,  that  the  "  Orders  in  Council"  should 
he  so  revoked  as  to  embrace  the  American  ves- 
sels that  have  been  ca  pig  red  by  British  cruiser^ 
aioce  the  1st  of  November,  the  period  at  which 
the  French  edicts  were  revoked • 

I  have  the  honor  to  subjoin  to  this  the  cir<>um- 
atances  of  the  two  vessels  to  which  Mr*  Russell 
alludes  in  his  letter. 

The  Chrace  Arm  Greene  had  been  captured  by 
an  English  cruiser,  was  retaken  by  hep^own  crew, 
and  arrived  at  Marseilles,  where  vessel  and  cargo 
were  nbtwithstandingadmitted. 

The  New  Orleans  Pcu:ket  had  been  boarded  by 
two  English  cruisers,  and  had  been  also  at  an 
English  port;  thus  doubly  transgressing ai^ainst 
the  French  edicts.  She  arrived  at  Bordeaux, 
was  seized  by  the  director  of  the  customs  for  these 
transgressions,  but,  on  the  remonstrance  of  Mr. 
Russell,  was  immediately  released,  andvhas  been 
admitted,  vessel  and  -cargo*  ,1  have  the  honor  to 
t^e,&c.  ,  J.S.SMITH. 

[Referred  to  fn  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  of  Oct.  17,  1811.] 
Lord  Wellesley  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Foreign  Office,  Auij^t  8,  1811. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo  has  been 
un|der  the  consideration  of  His  Royal  Highness 
Ihe  Prince  Regent,  and  has  received  all  tne  at- 
tention to  which  it  is  entitled. 

I  arh  commanded  by  His  Royal  Highness  to 
acquaint  you,  that  he  bas  thought  fit  to  postpone 
the  answer  to  your  letter,  until  advices,  wnich 
are  hourly  expected  from  Mr.  Foster,  shall  have 
been  received.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

WELLESLEY. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  of  Oct  17,  1811.] 
Lerd  Wellesley  to  Mr.  Smith. 

FoRCtoir  Office,  August  14, 1811. 

Sir  :  Since  the  date  of  my  last  letter  1  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you,  tliat  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Foster,  His  Majesty's  Minister  in 
America,  by  which  it  appears  that  be  had  actually 
commenced  a  negotiation  with  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  respectiog  the  British  Orders 
in  Council.  His  despatches  containing  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  negotiation  have  not  yet  reached 
me.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  transmit- 
'  ted  a  copy  of  your  letter,  together  with  its  enclo- 
sure, to  Mr.  Foster,  in  order  that  those  documents 
jnay  receive  full  consideration  in  the  progress  of 
the  discussions  now  depending  in  America^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

WELLESLEY. 


.  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Washington,  OcL  22, 1811. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your, letter  of 
the  17th  instant,  together  with,  its  three  eneiosurc^ 


on  the  road  between  Baltimore  and  this  city.  I 
had  that  of  receiving,  at  the  same  time,  your  let- 
ter dated  Octobei^  1,  in  answer  to  mine  of  tbe26tli 
of  last  July. 

Not  having  bad  any  despatches  from  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government  lately,  I  have  noi^  as  yet,  re- 
ceived the  copy  of  the  recoQt  commnnicstioo  froia 
Paris,  in  regard  to  the  supposed  repeal  of  the 
French  decrees,  which  the  Charge  d'Aiiires  of 
the  United  States  at  London  has  intimated  to 
you  that  he  understood  the  Marquis  Weileslef 
intended  to  transmit  to  me,  and  which  I  cooclude 
is  the  same  as  that  contained  in  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Russell,  the  American  Charg6  d' Affaires  ia 
France,  I  am,  however,  in  daily  ezpectatioa  of 
the  arrival  of  Uis  Majesty's  packet  boat,  when  it 
will,  in  all  probability,  reach  me;.and  wbeo,if 
I  should. receive  any  fresh  instructions  ia  coQs^ 
queoce,  I.  will  not  fail  immediately  to  acqaaipi 
you.  In  the  meanwhile,  however;  I  beg  yoo  will 
permit  roe  to  make  some  remarks  in  reply  to  jam 
letter  of  October  1,  being  eztremely  anxious  to  do 
away  the  impression  which  you  seem  to  bare  r^ 
ceived  relative  to  the  demand  I  had  made  for  the 
repeal  of  the  Don-importation  act  of  the  presest 
year. 

It  is,  I  assure  you,  sir,  with  very  great  regret, 
that  I  find  you  consider  that  demand  as  iDYoWiBg, 
in  any  degree,  propositions  tending  to  degraoe 
your  na  tion.  Such  an  idea  certainly  never  existed 
with  His  Majesty's  Government,  nor  woatd  it  i)( 
compatible  with  the  friendly  sentiiaeots  enter- 
tained by  them  for  the  United  States;  Deither 
could  i  have  suffered  myself  to  be  the  cbaaoel  of 
conveying  a  demand  whiob  I  thought  bad  tnct 
a  lendeaoy.  However  yon  wMy  view  the  demsod 
made  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  I  can  safely 
say,  that  it  was  made  in  conseqoence  of  iuap* 
peering  to  His  Majesty's  Grovernmeat,  od  otroDg 
evidence,  that  the  Chief  of  the  French  nation  bid 
really  deceived  America  as  lo  the  repeal  of  bis 
decreea,  and  in  ihe  hopes  that  the  Uoited  States 
Government  would  therefore  see  the  justice  oi 
replaciog  ^his  country  on  its  former  footing ot 
amicable  relations  with  England ;  oothiog  ip- 
pealing  to  be  more  natural  than  such  an  ezpectt- 
tion,  which  seemed  a  necessary  oonsequence  ot 
the  disposition  expressed  hy  America  to  maintain 
her  neutrality,  and  desirable  in  every  otber  point 
of  view.  I  cannot,  indeed,  bring  myself  i«  tbiaic, 
sir,  that  your  candor  would  allow  yoo,  on  a  re- 
consideration^  to  put  any  other  constraetioa^'| 
the  matter ;  and  had  my  arguments  had  safiicieoi 
weight  with  yoo,  in  showing  that  theFrencbd^ 
crees  iKrere  still  in  foree,  I  cannot  doubt  but  y^a 
would  have  agreed  with. me  in  the  conclusioa^ 
drew,  it  would  seem,  therefore,  only  o*^'"^^ 
your  not  viewing  the  deceiiful  conduct  «  tn« 
French  Government  in  the  same  light  that  ii  if 
pears  to  His  jSdlajesty's  Government,  tbat  a  our 
ferenoe  of  opinion ''exista  between  us  *'.^^^. 
proposal  I  made,  which,  under  .the  co"*'^*^"^J 
tertained  by  them,  was  surely  a  rery  }^  *" 
natural  one*.  ir 

From  the  .earnest  desire  of  vindicaiiwr  wf*" 
and  iQy  Government  £tom  iht  chaiye  of  J^'^"^ 
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vkj  degrading  or  udJqsI  demaadt  on  thai  of 
America,  I  hare  taken  the  liberty  "40  trouble  yon 
so  far,  and  I  will  now  proceed  (o  show  why  I 
thoagbt  you  had  misutiderstood  the  passage  of 
my  letter  which  r«l(lted  to  the  extent  in  which 
the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  was  required  by' 
Great  Britain.    In  the  explanation  which  yon 
desired  on  thie  point,  I  gare  you  that  which  the 
Mtrqais  Wellesley  gave  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  in  an- 
swer to  his  letier.of  August  25, 1810;  and  I  beg 
to  refer  you  to  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  opening  of  Congress  in 
December,  1810,  for  a  proof  that  the. demand  of 
Great  Britain,  in  the  extent  in  which  I  have  stated 
it, was  known  to  your  Govern menl  several  inonths 
ago.   How  was  I,  therefore,  to  suppose,  in  the 
term  innovations,  as  applied,  to  the  explanation 
giTea  by  roe,  that  you  coold  mean  l>therwise  than  • 
some  really  new  pretension  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britaio,  sneh  aa  that  France  should  sufier  British 
property  to  be  carried  into  her  porta  for  the  pur- 
poMs  of  trade?    If  the  warmth  I  was  betrayed 
into  in  endeavoring  to  refute  a  suppoeed  impute^ 
tioo  ot  this  sort  j^ave  any  offence,  I  sincerely  re- 
^t  it;  and  I  will  beg ,. permission  here  to  say, 
sir,  that,  if  unconsciously  I  have^  by  any  of  my 
remarks,  led  yon  to  suppose  they  conveyed  auy 
improper  insiooalioos,  as  one  paragraph  of  your 
letter  would  appear  to  trnply*  I  am  most  onfeign** 
edly  sorry  for  it, as  I  entertain  the  highest  respect 
for  TOO  pet80oaUy,attd  for  your  Government,  and 
eoaid  only  hare  meant  what  I  wrpta  in  the  way 
of  argument,  or  for  the  purpose  of  contrasting 
tbe  proceedings  of  France  in  her  conduct  towards 
the  United  States  with  that  of  Great  Britaio. 

Id  reverting  to  the.  extraordinary  and  unprece- 
dented siinatioa  of  things  that  has  arisen  out  of 
tbe  war  in  Europe,  it  would  seem  need  teas  to  re- 
peat the  evidence  there  is  that  the  lawieaa  and 
aabonnded  ambition  of  the  ruler  of  France  .baa 
been  the  origin  of  it;  and  it  cannot  be  ^seeret- 
u>  the  United  Siat»  Government  that  his  plan 
has  been,  and  avowedly  continues  to  be,  not  lo 
•cropie  at  the  violation  of  any  law,  provided  he 
can  thereby  overthrow  the  maritime  power  of 
Snglaad.    b  it  tmt,  therefbra,  reasonable  in  Great 
Briuiin  to  distrust  .an  ambiguous  declaration  of 
bis  baring  suddenly  given  up  any  part  of  a  sys- 
tem which  he. thought  calonlated  toproduciefUoh 
to  effect  7    You  say»  however,  that  the  decrees 
of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked.    America,  as 
sot  being  at  war,  and  therefore  not  seeing  so 
>^rly  into  the  tiews  of  Franee,  may  be  less 
KtnpQlens  aa  to  the  evidenee  necessdry  to  pfove 
the  fsct;  but,  sir,  ir  surely  cannot  be  expected 
^at  Great  Britain,  who  is  contending  for  every- 
^ing  that  is  dear  to  her,  should  not  require  more 
pn)of  on  a  point  so  material  to  her.    It  i*^  un- 
doQbtedly,  a  very  desirable  tbiog  for  the  United 
^es  to  have  a  free  and  unrestricted  trade  with 
both  beiligerents ;  but  the  essential  security,  and 
ntost  important  iotereats  of  America,  ai;e  not  in- 
voWtd  in  the  question,  as  are  those  of  Great  Brit* 
aio.  France  has  levelled  a  blow  which  she  hopes 
^iU  prove  deadly  to  the  reeonrces  of  Great  Brit* 
^i  and  before  the  Britiaii  QofernmeDt  oao  with 


aafety  g/ve  op  tbe  meaaoreaof  defence  m  cons^ 
queoce  adopted  by  them,  very  sUoog  proof  must 
exist  of  the  eessaiion  by  Franccof  her  novel  and 
unorecedented  measures, 

1  confess,  sir,  with  the  sincerest  disposition  to 
discover  on  the  part  of  the  ruler  of  France  a  re^ 
turn  to  the  long  established  practice  of  warfare^ 
as  exercised  in  civilized  Europe,  I  have  been  un- 
able to  succeed ;  and  if  the  French  Government 
had  really  meant  to  withdraw  their  obnoxious  de- 
crees, it  is  inconceivable  why,  instead  of  allowing 
their  intention  tp  be  guessed  at^  or  .inferred,  they 
should  not  openly,  and  in  plam  language,  have 
declared  so.  The  decrees  themselves  having 
be^D  clearly  enough  anirounced  on  their  enact- 
menif  why  should  Aot  their  revocation  be  equally 
explicit? 

While,  however,  numerous  declarations  hi^ve 
been  made,  on  the  part  of  France,  of  the  continued 
existence  of  tbe  decrees,  and  captures  made  under 
them  of  peotral  ahips  have  occurred,  a  few  of  thi^ 
America^  vessels  seized  since  November  1st  have 
been  restored,  and  the  foregoing,  a  very  small 
part  of  his  plunder,  is  defined  by  Bonaparte  to  be 
considered  as  a  proof  of  tbe  sincerity  of  his  revo^ 
cation  by'  America;  but  it  must  be  recollected, 
that,  besides  the  object  of  ruiniqg  the  British  re- 
sources br  his  own  unauthorized  regulations,  he 
has  also  that  of  endeavoring  to  obtam  the  aid  of 
the  United  States  for  the  same  purpose  j  and  here- 
in you  will,  as  I  bad  the  honor  to  remark  in  a 
former  letter,  be  able  to  observe  the  cause  of  the 
apparently  contradictory  language  held  both  by 
himself  an4  bis  Ministers. 

I  should  be  extremely  happy,  to  receive  from 
you,  sir,  the  information  that,  in  a  frank  and  -un- 
ambiguous manner,  the  Chief  of  the  French 
Government  ha4  revoked  his  decrees.  Why 
he  should  not  do  so  is  inexplicable,  if  he  means 
to  revert  to  the  ordinary  means  of  war;  but 
while  he  exercises  such  despotic  away,  wbere- 
ever  his  influence  extends,  to  ruin  the  resourcea 
of  England,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  Great  Brit- 
ain shall  not  use  the  means  she  posscssea  for  the 
purpose  of  making  him  feel  the  pressure  of  his 
own  system.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
ere  long,  the  effect  on  the  etiemies  of  Great  Brit- 
ain will  be  such  as  irresistibly  to  produce  a  change, 
which  will  place  commerce  on  its  former  baua. 
In  the  mean  time,  sir,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  it 
extraordinary  if  I  should  contend  that  the  seiz- 
ure of  American  ships  by  France  since  Novem- 
ber Islfaoid  the  positive  and  unqualified  declare-* 
tions  of  the  French  Government,  are  stronger 
proofs  of  the  continued  existence  of  the  French 
decrees,  and  the  bad  faith  of  the  ruler  of  France 
than  the  restoration  of  five  or  six  vessels,  too  pal- 
pably given  up  for  fallaoiooa  pnrpoees,  or  in  tea- 
timony  of  his  aatisfaction  at  the  attitude  taken  bj 
America,  ia  a  proof  of  their  reTOcation,  or  of  hia 
return  to  the  principles  of  justice* 

I  will  only  repeat,  sir,  in  answer  to  your  obaer- 
vations  on  tde  late  condemnation  of  the  ahips  ta- 
ken uncier  His  Majesty's  Orders  in  Council,  whi^t 
I  have  already  hadi  the  honor  to  state  to  you,  that 
ihe  delay  whieh  took  place  in  jfheir  cen4fl4nMtiOn 
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was  DOC  a  eoBseoaenee  oV  any  doube  "^ezUtlng  in 
His  Majesty's  uovetBtnent,  as  to  wb«ther  the 
French  decrees  were  revoked,  as  you  seem  to  im* 
agine :  but  in  consequence  of  its  being  thought 
that  the  American  Gorernment,  upon  its  appear- 
ing that  they  were  decetred  by  France,  would 
have  ceased  their  injurious  measures  against  the 
British  commerce.  A  considerable  time  elapsed 
before  the  decision  took  pface  on  tho^e  ^hips ;  and 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that,  had  t&e  United  States' 
Gorernment  not  persisted  in  their  unfriendly  at- 
titude towards  Great  Britain,  on  discorering  the 
W  fjiith  of  France,  a  spirit  of  conciliation  in  His 
Majesty's  €h)FernmQDt  would  ha?e  caused  their 
release. 

In  reply  to  your  obserratiotts  on  the  pretensions 
of  Great  Britain  relattre  to  the  rerocation  of  the 
Frenefa  decrees,  I  beg  to  repeat  that  the  sum  of 
the  demands  made  by  England  is,  that  France' 
should  follow  the  established  la^s  of  Warfare  «s 
practised  in  former  wars  in  Europe.  Her  ruler, 
by  his  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  declared  him- 
aelf  no  longer  bound  by  them.  He  has  openly  re- 
nounced them  in  his  violent  efforts  to  ruin  the  re- 
sources of  Great  Britain,  and  has  trampled  on  th^ 
?/ u  «  '^^^^l^'^^^t  nations  to  efffect  his  purpose. 
If  tbe  Freneh  Government  make  use  of  means  of 
Unprecedented  videnee  to  prevent  the  intercourse 
of  England  with  unoffending  neutrals,  can  It  be 


it  was  intended  iti  your  latterof  the  a6th  Joly, 
has  been  received  with  the  aatisfaetioa  doe  to 
the  frank  and  conciliatory  spirit  in  which  it  wis 
madev 

I  leani,  however,  with  mueh  regret,  tbat  foi 
hive  received  no  iistroeiiops  from  your  Qorera- 
ment  fbunded  on  the  new  proof  of  ine  rvroeation 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  (fecr^  which  wu  com- 
municated to  the  Marquis  WelMey  by  the  AlBe^ 
ictn  Gharg6  d' Affaires  at  London,  i^  a  doeumait 
df  which  I  had  the  honor  to  traasDit  to  yon  i 
copy.    It  might  faiiiy  have  been  presiuncd,  u  I 
havd  before  obsorved,  that  theevideaee  afforded 
by  that  doQument  of  the  complete  revoeatioo  of 
thoae  decrees,  so  far  asthey  ioterfsred  witlidie 
eommerce  of  the  Uohed  Sutes  with4he  BriiiA 
domiaioiw,  woatd -have  been  followed  bvao  ia- 
mediaie  repeal  of  the  Oniers  in  Council,   Froa 
the  reply  or  thel^rqais  Welleal^y,  it  wisatlnsi 
to  have,  been  expected  that  no  time  had  beea  loK 
in  transmittkig  that  dbetiment  to  you,  aad  thit  the 
kistraciions  acco^&panyiDg  it  would  have  aitoi' 
fested  a  change  in  the  aeatlmeiitt  of  yoor  Got* 
ernment  on  &ostibject.    The  regret,  therefore, 
cannot  but  be  increased  in  findiag  that  ihe  eon- 
mtintcatiaQ  which  I  had  the  honor  to  atake  tfl 
yoa  has  not  even  had  t^  dTeet  of  sospeadiat 
your.effortii  to  vindicate  the  pcnev^rance  of  yoor 
Government  in  enforcing  those  orders. 


expe<;ted  that  England  should  tamely  wiffet  the       *  wgret.  also,  to  obaerve  that  the  light  in  wfcich 


estabrishment  of  such  a  novel  system  of  wAv  with- 
out retaliation^  and  endeavoriogjn  her  turn,^to 
meveat  the  French  from  enjoying  the  advantages 
of  which  she  is  unlawfully  deprived  ? 
^Having  explained  already  the  situation  in  which 
the  question  of  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  rests, 
according  to  the  views  of  Hi$  Majesty's  Gov- 
crnment,  and  the  desire  of  Great  Britain  to  con- 
duct her  system  of  blockade  according  to  the  law 
of  nations,  I  wUl  only  advert  to  it  on  this  occa- 
sion for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  liberty  of  ac- 
knowledging to  you  the  very  great  pleasure  I 
received  from  the  highly  honorable  mark  of  re- 
spect which  you  have  taken  the  occasion  to  ex- 
press for  the  illustrious  statesman  from  whose 
counsels  that  measure  emanated. 

I  need  not  repeat  to  you,  sir,  what  sincere  8l^^ 
isfaction  It  would  crve  me,  If,  without  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  essential  rights  and  interests  of  Great 
Britain,  all  the  points  ia  dbcus^ion  between  our 
two  countries  could  be  finally  adjusted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER, 
.  Hon.  Jamtv  MoifRoE,  dbc 


yoa  hav«  viewed  this  dooument,  and  the  remarb 
whiqh  yoQ  have  made  on  the  sabjeet  eeaerallf. 
aeem  to*^  preclude  any  other  view  of  the  eoodi- 
tions  on- which  those  orders  are  to  he  reroked 
than  those  that  were  farniahed  by  yoor  former 
commvaications.  YoQ  still  adhere  to  the  pre* 
tensioD  that  the  prodac^tions  and  manafaetares  of 
Great  Britain,  wnea  neutralised,  must  beadmitted 
into  ih«  poi'ts  of  yoor  eaetnsea.  This  pretessioi, 
howerer  yagae  the  famgaage  heieiafort  held  irf 
your  Goveraaaeas,  particularly  by  the  U^tqm 
Weflesley.  in  his  commuaioaMBi  with  Mr.  ?ifA' 
my  an  the  aobject,  was  aeirer  aaderslood  to  inn 
been  embracedL  Nothrnv,  indeed,  short  of  the 
apeciic  de^rattotis  whioft  yoa  have  flttde  wM 
have  iadneed  a  belief  thai  aoeh  iifaa  the  ease. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dba^ 

JAMBS  MONRO& 

Auoi^aTCra  I.  Foarraa,  Baq.,  din* 


Mr.  Monroe  lo  Mr.  Foster. 
DaPAaTMSiiT  OF  State,)  Ott*  29, 181  J. 
SfR :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  23d  of  this  month,  and  to  lay  it  before 
the  President. 

The  assurance  which  you  baire  givea  of  your 

disposition  to  reciprocate,  in  our  commotiications 

t«  the  important  subjects  depending  between  our 

governments,  the  respectful  8tteotit>n  which  each 

>ae^  right  to  eiaiaaj  aad  thht  no  depariim  fioM 


Mr.  J*Qster  to  Mr.  Mpnrpe. 
WAaaiNflToif,  October,  31, 1811. 
Biu :  I  did  not  reply  at  great  length  lo  the  ob- 
oetvations  contained  m  your  letter  of  the  Ist^B' 
suat  oa  the  pretaaaiaas  of  Great  Brltaia  u  rela* 
tiva  to  the  French  iiysfiem,  hecaiiseyoa  seemed  to 
me  to  hate  argued  as  if  hat  a  part  of  the  systea 
obatintied.  aad  evea  that  part  had  oeasad  to  be 
conaidered  as  a  measure  of  war  against  Grett 
Britain.    For  me  to  ha^e  alloiMd  this,  woaU 
have  beaa  atoooe  to  allorw,  ta  the  face  of  Aets, 
thait  the  decreea  of  Fraace  arere  repealed,  and  ^ 
her  uufrecedeated  meaantce,  avowedly  purssn 
in  delance  of  the  ia  wa  of  nations,  i^ere  hecone 
mere  ordinary  fcfitiatioaa  «f  trade*   J  tharew 
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thoogiit  fit  to  eoDfioe  my  answer  to  your  rtmarkt 
to  a  geoera)  Btatement  of  tbesum  of  the  demaods 
of  Great  Britain,  wbieh  was,  that' France  should, 
by  eflectoallv  revoking  her  decrees,  revert  to  the 
QSQii  metboa  of  carrying  oo  war  as  practised  ia 
a?iiized  Europe. 

The  pretension  of  France  to  prohibit  all  oom- 
meree  in  articles  of  British  origin  io  evor^  oart 
of  the  Continent,  is  one  among  the  maoy^  violent 
iBDorations  which  are  contained  in  the  decrees, 
ud  vbicb  are  preceded  by  the  deelaratiott  of  their 
being  fonaded  on  a  detecmiaation  of  the  ruler  of 
Fraoce,  as  he  himself  avowed,  to  revert  to  the 
principles  which  charaeterized  the  barbarism  of 
tlie  dark  agesi  and  to  forget  aH  ideas  of  justice, 
ind  even  the  common  feelings  of  hunMwity,  in 
tbe  sew  metkod  of  carrying  on  war  adopted  by 
him. 

It  is  not,  bowwrer,  a  qaeation  witii  Great  Brit^ 
lis  of  nere  commercial  interest,  as  yoa  seem  to 
suppose,  which  Js  involved  in  the  attempt  by  Bo- 
Dapsrte  to  bioolnde  her  by  botb  sea  and  land,  but 
ose  offeeiing  and  of  national  honor,  eoQtendibg,as 
we  do,  against  tbe  principles  #hKBli  >  be  professes 
in  bis  new  aystem  of  warfare^  It  is  tiapossible 
for  Qs  to  submit  to  the  doctrine  that  be  has  a  right 
to  compel  the  whole  Goneiuent  to  break  off  all 
inteicoorae  with  os,  and  to  seize  «noa  vessels  be- 
loogiag  to  neutral  naticms  opon  tne  sole  plea  of 
their  baring  visited  an  English  port,  or  of  their 
beh»g  laden  with  articles  of  British  or  colonial 
prodoee,  io  whatsoever  maoner  acquired* 

This  pretension,  however,  is  but  a  part  of  ibat 
spteiD,  tbe  whole  of  which,  nttder  our  conatrae- 
iton  of  the  letter  of  M.  Cbampagny  of  Augast4(,' 
1810,  corroboraied  bymany  subseqaent  deehuwi- 
ntioDs  of  the  French  Qovernmeot^  and  not  ish 
ralidated  by  apy  unequivocal  declaration  of  a 
:ootiary  tenor,  must  be  considered  as  still  in  fall 
ibrce. 

la  tbe  eommunieatioa  whieh  you  lately  4ran8- 
cniued  to  me,  I  am  sorry  to  repeat  that  I  wae  u«* 
ible  to  discover  any  (acte  which  satisfactorily 
prored  that  ibedeci«es  had  beeaaetually.  reptaM; 
uid  I  have  already  Vepeatedly  stated  the  resfsoas 
irhich  too  probably  led  to  the  restoration  of  a  few 
>f  the  Antetican  ships  Uken,'in  pursaatice  6{  the 
Berlia  and  Milan  decrees,  aAer  Nwr^mber  Iss. 
^r.  Russell  diDasnot  seem  to  deny  that  the  deeraes 
nay  still  be  Irept  ia  lorcr,  only  be  thinks  tbcj 
ure  assumed-  a  manictpal  lehamcter;  but  in  M. 
t^himpagoy's  declaratioa,  aatbigaoiis  as  it  wsas, 
ihereis  no  such  divisioaof  tbeiH  iato  two-^liffer- 
^t  ebaraetars;  for,  .if  tlie  oontiagenay  vveqoired 
^  the  French  Minister  took  place,  the  JBeelin  and 
^ilan  deeraea  were  to  cease,  according  lo  bis  ex- 
prestion,  without  aay  qualification.  lf>  therefoia, 
^  pan  of  them  remain,  or  be  revived  agato^  as 
^ns  to  be  allowed  even  here,  why  may  aot  the 
"rhole  be  equally  so  f  Where  prd^of  can  beob- 
^iaed  of  their  existence,  we  have  it,  namely,  in 
he  ports  of  France,  in  which  vessels  have  been 
avowedly  seized  under 'the hr  operatibn,  since  No- 
vember 1st,  Of  their  maritime  existence  we  oan- 
lot  80  easily  obtain  evidence,  because  of  the  few 
trench  ships  of  war  whidh  veaturetol^ve  their 


harbors.  Who  can  doabt)  however,  bat  that,  had 
the  ruler  of  France  a  navy  at  his  command  equal 
to  the  enforcing  of  his  violent  decrees,  he  would 
soon  show  that  part  of  them  to  be  no  dead  letter. 
The  principis  is  not  the  less  obnoxious  because  it 
is,  from  necessity,  almost  dormant  for  the  moment; 
nor  ought  it,  therefore,  to  he  lese  an  object. to  be 
strenoousl^y  r^isted. 

Allew  me,  sir,  here  to  express  my  sincere  regret 
that  I  have  not  as  yet  been  ablf  to  convince  yoO| 
by  what  I  caotiot  but  consider  the  strongest  evi* 
dence,  of  tbe  continued  existence  of  the  French  . 
decrees,  and,  conaequently,  of  the  unfriendly  pol- 
icy of  your  Gk>vernment  in  enforcing  the  non- 
importation aer  against  us.  and  opening  a  trada 
with  oor  enemies.  Ais  Royal  Highness  Will,  I 
am  convinced,  learn  with  unfeigned  sorrow  that 
such  continues  to  be  still  the  determination  of ' 
America  j  and  whatever  restrictions  on  the  com- 
merce enjoyed  by  Amevica  in  His  Majesty's  do-, 
minions  may  ensue  on  the  part  of  Qreat  Britain, 
as  retaliatory  on  the  refusal  by  vour  Oovernment 
to  admk  the  productions  of  Great  Britain,  while 
they  op^n  their  harbors  to  those  of  flis  Majeaty'a 
enemies,  th^  will,  I  am  persmaded,  be  adopted 
with  sincere  pain,  an^  with  pleasure  relroquished 
whenever  this  country  shall  resume  her  natural 
poeftion  and  impartial  altitudes  between  the  xmfi 
belligerents.    I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  ^be% 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 

Hon.  Jahbs  Monnoc,  dbc. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr*  Monroe. 

WAaBinOTOii,  Dec  17, 1811. 

8ia :  I  did  not  mean  to  have  written  to  you  at . 
this  moment  oo  tbe  subject  of  oXxt  lateoorrespond- 
eaee^  but  that!  hive  had  tbe  mortiftoation  topei^ 
eeive  statements,  etroulated  from  highly  respiect- 
able  sources^  which  i{ive  a  view  of  the  pretensions 
of  Qreat  Britain  >elative  to  the  United  States  not 
warranted  by  any  of  the  letters  whieh  I  had  the 
honor  to  address  to  you^  and  which,  at  a  time 
when  discussions  are  eoDtianitt|^  so  imfkortant  to 
the  two  countries,  might,  if  lelt  ^nrtcttfled,  pro«> 
daoe  an  effect.highly  to  be  iamaated  by  both  the 
American  and  British  Gtovemments,  i^mnch  as, 
by  creating  imneeassary  irritation,  they  wight 
throw  obstaeles  in  the  way  of  a  resioratioa  to  a 
Iriendlf  undeistaadiiig  between  tbam. 

'  I  find  it  assarted,  ia  the  statement  referred  to, 
that  I  have,  ia  the  name  of  my  Government,  d«^ 
manded  that  thai  United  States'.  Oaveroment 
should  pass  aJaw  for  the  introdnctioa  of  British 
gped^  into  the  American  ports;  and,  also,  tl)at 
tbe  United  States  should  undertake  to  foroe 
France  to  tecetve  into  her  harbors  British  maou- 
faetnres. 

I  beg  permission,  sir,  to  dealare  that  neither  of 
.these  demands  have  been  made  by  me,  and  that  my 
meanihg  must  have  been  misunderstood,  if  such 
araa  .conceived  to  have  been  its  import.  looald 
not  have  demanded  the  passage  of  such  a  Ipw  as 
above  stated,  because  my  Government  does  not 
pretend  io  interfere  with  the  interaal  government 
nf  a  fffiendiy  Power ;  nor.  did  I  mean  to  demand 
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that  Ameriea  should  force  Fraoce  to  receive  our 
manufectures.. 

All  I  meant  to  say  was,  that .  the  admission  of 
French  con^merce,  while  tliat  of  England  has 
been  excluded  from  the  United  States'  ports,  was 
regarded  by  Great  Briton  aa  highly  uofriendl^r  in 
America ;  and  tbat  a  continuation  of.sucb  poUcv 
would  be  retaliated  upon  by  Great  Britain  with 

H»iiiiilar  restrictions  on  iier  part ;  which  was  so  far, 
merely,  au'  ofieringr  of  like  for  Jike.  But  while 
the  American  noa*importatioo  act  excludes  Brit- 
ish trade  from  the  United  States'  ports,  it  must  be 
recollected  that  it  eoes  still  further,  and  excludes 
also  British  artoed  ships  from  American  ports, 
while  it  admits  those  of  the  enemievof  ureat 
Britain.  ^'A  nautral  Jiation  is  responsible  (or  the 
equality  of  its  rules  of  conduct  towards  the  bel* 
ligereni  Powers,"  (to  ase  the  words  of  an  Ameri- 
can Secretary  of  State  in  the  year  1796,)  and, 
therefore;,  the  part  of  the  law  wbich  establisbea 
an  inequality  was  justly  an  object  of  more  seri- 
ous comji^aint  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  You 
are  aware,  sir,  of  the  advantage  which  Hi^  Ma- 
jesty's  enemies  have  derived  Trom  this  slate  of 
inequality,  which  enables  them,  though  possess- 
ing no  port  in  this  hemisphere,  cpntinuallf  V> 
pjrey  on  the  trade  of  His  Majesty's  subjects,  se* 
curex)f'a  refuse  for  their  cruisers  and  their  prizes. 
The  prohibition  of  entry  to  His  ^lajesty's  ships, 
under  these  circumstances,  might  perhaps  justify 
Great  Britain  in  asserting,  ihat^  whatever  reaison 
she  may  have  ibr  repealiog  or  md^difying  her  Or- 

^  ders  in  Council,  so  as  to  lessen  or  entirdy  remove 
the  pressure^  no^w- unavoidably  laid  on  the  trade 
of  America  as  a  neutral  natidfl,  she  might  yet  re- 
fuse to  enter  into  any  diseussioDv  on  that -subject 
wlthr  the  United  'States,  until  either  by  the  revo< 
cation  of  the  prohibition  above  stated,  oi^  the 
placing  all  the  belligerents  under  the  same  pcohi- 
bition,  America  should  cease  to  violate  the  duties 
of  a  neutral  nation*  • 

With  respect,  however,  to  the  supposed  demand 
that  America  should  force  the  entry  of  British 
manufactores  into  Franee,  it  ia  nrost  particolariy 
ocNcessary  that  I  should  explain  myself,  as  a  tot%i 
flEtiseonception  appears  ta  have  taken  niaee  vpoa 
ihu  point.  The  qnestioa  of  retaliauoir  on. the 
French  decrees  is  directly  one  between  England 
And  Fraoee.  In  consequence  of  the  extraordinary 

'  blockade  of  England,  we  have,  in  oor  defence; 
been  obliged  to  blockade  France,  and  proliibit  all 
trade  in  French  articles,  in  return  lor  the  prohib- 
ition of  France  of  all  trade  in  English  artioies. 
Tbia  measore  of  retaliation,  it  is  ^irlslied,  sboutd 
operate  on  France  alone ;  but,  from  the  trade  ear- 
ned on  with  France  by  America,  it  unavoidably 
opeiatea  also  on  her.  It  is  a  measnte  to  destroy 
the  French  trade,  ia  return  for  the  similar  meas- 
ure of  France  on  which  it  is  retaliatory ;  and  its 
acting  on  neutrals  is  an'  incidental  effect  of  it, 
.  consequent  upon  thesubmissionef  nentralstothe 
orijjinat  measures  of  the  enemy  against  Great 
Britain.  It  is,  indeed,  melancholy  that  tiie  un- 
natural  situation' of  Europe  should  produce  snch 
a  result ;  but  I  caniiQt  see  how  this  can  be  consid- 
ered aa  a  war  on  American  commerce^  when  all 


other  Am^ican  trade  but  that  whieh  is  carried 
on  with  our  enemy's  ports,  in  defiance  of  a  block- 
ade anthorized  by' the  law  of  retaliation,  is  unaf- 
fected by  it«  We  complain  that  America  does 
not  resist  the  regulations  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees,  and  object  to  permitiiqi^  the  French  to 
trade  with  her  during  their  eontinuanoe  against 
the  commerce  of  England.  Bat  this  is  not  ex- 
acting, as^  has  b^en  represented,  that  America 
should  force  British  manufactures  into  Fmoce ; 
it  is  porstthig  only  a  just  course  of  retaliation  on 
our  enemy.  If  America  wishes  to  (rade  with 
France,  if  French  commerce  is  of  iiaportance  to 
her,  we  expect  she  ahoiiid  exact  of  Fraace  to 
trade  with  her,  as  she  has  a  rigbt.to  demand,  ia 
her  quality  of  neutral 4  but  if  she  does  not  exer- 
cise, this  nght,aU  that  we  ask  is^  that  abe  should 
abstain  from  lending  her  assistance  to  the  trade 
of  Fraacfe,  and.  not  allow  her  ooaaaseree  to  be  a 
medium  of  undermining  the  resources  of  Great 
Britain* 

I  have  thought  it  neeassary  thus  to  endeavor  10 
eet  these  two  points  in  th^ir  trne  light;  the  re- 
peal of  the  law  waa asked,  as  being  an  aofriendly 
measure,  partial  in  its  operation  gainst  Great 
Britain  ;aad  a  {N-ospjeet  of  reuliation  was  held 
out  on  its  commercial  operation,  if  continued. 
Tbia  is  no  demand  on  the  United  States  to  admit 
British  manuiactnres  i  they  are  at  liberty  to  coa> 
tintie  that  law;  oni^  as  it  is  of  an  anfrieodly 
Hature,-somti  restriction  of  a  similar  kind  was  to 
be  expected  from  Eti^aod  $  and,  with  respect  to 
the  alleged  demand  wr  forcing  British  goods,  the 
property  of  neatrala,  into  French  poru,  it  the 
Untted  States  are  willing  to  acquiesce  in  the  reg- 
ulation of  the  French  decrees^unlawfully  affect- 
ing England  through  themj  they  daonot,  sorely, 
be  surprised  if  we  c(>nsider  ourselves  as  at  liberty 
to  refuse  permiasioa  to  the  French  to  profit  by  that 
acquiescence. 

I  will  no^  sir,  take  the  opportniiitjr  of  suting 
10  you  that  I  have  reaeived  rrom  His  Majesty's 
Secretarf  of  State  the  oorrespondenee  of  which 
fmk  did  lae  the  honor  to  transmit  to  me  a  copy 
jtt  your,  letter  dated  October  17.  My  Goverii- 
aoent  have  not  been  able  to  see  in  it  satisfactory 
proof  of  the  repeal  of  the  French  dearCLea,  and 
doubt  whether  the  trade  carried  on  by  lieenses  be- 
twieea  Fimneeaad  America  will  not  be  regarcied, 
even  here^  as  proof  of  the  contiottation  of  then 
la  their  folleat  extent;  for  if  they  wane  Co  any  ex- 
,teot  repealed^  to  thai  .extent^  at  least,  no  license 
shotfld  be  aeeeaftary«<-a  license  being  given  to 
allow  what,  hat  for  that  license,  wooid  he  pro- 
hibitedk 

The  coatinoed  abseneoi  hitherto,  of  aay  instra- 
ment  by  wbich  the  repeal  baa  been  effected,  is  a 
matter  also  of  surprtse ;  for  if  there  were  any 
fair  dealing  in  the  transaction,  no  reason  can  he 
given  by  France  for  not  producing  it ;  it  is  very 
desirable  that  it  should  be  produced,  if  such  aa 
instrument  Be  in  existence,  in  order  that  we  maf 
know  to  what  extent  tho  decrees  have  been  re- 
pealed, if  they  really  have  been  so  in  any  respect. 
Mr.  Russell,  however^  does  not  appear  to  nave 
been  in  possession  of  it  at  the  date  of  his  letter 
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of  last  Jttly.  It  18,  indeed,  become  particuUrly 
interesting;  that  we  should  see  this  instrument, 
sioce  the  pablicatibn  of  Mr.  Russell's  correspond- 
ence with  his  own  Government,  by  which  it  ap- 
pears that,  really  and  in  fact,  the  French  Qovern' 
ment  did  not  release  any  American  ships  taken 
after  November  1,  until  they  had  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  President's  proclamation ;  and 
that  vessels  hare  been  taken  so  late  as  Decemiber 
21,  in  the  direct  voyage  from  this  country  to  Lon- 
don ;  for,^  until  a  copy  of  such  instrument  is  pro- 
duced, it  is  impossible  to  know  Whether  any  other 
trade  is  allowed  by  France  than  that  between  her 
own  dominions  and  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.    I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  dbc. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 


Mr»  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster. 

Depabtment  of  State,  Jan.  14, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  December  17tb,  and  I  embrace  the  first  mo- 
ment that  I  could  command  to  make  the  observa- 
tions which  it  suggests. 

It  would  ha?e  afforded  great  satisfaction  to  the 
President  to  have  found  in  the  commuaicatioD 
some  prooCof  a  disposition  in  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  put  an  end  to  the  differences  subsisting 
between  oor  countries.  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged 
to  state  that  it  presents  a  new  proof  ooly  of  its 
determination  to  adhere  to  the  policy  to  which 
they  are  imputable. 

Yon  complain  that  the  import  of  your  former 
etters  has  been  misunderstood  in  |wo  important 
:ircumstances :  that  you  have  been  represented 
0  have  deman<ied  of  the  United  States  a  law  for 
be  introduction  of  British  goods  into  their  ports, 
tod  that  they 'should  also  undertake  to  force 
France  to  receive  British  manufactures  into  her 
larbors. 

YoQ  state  that  on  the  first  point  it  was  your  in- 
ention  only  to  remonstrate  against  the  noo-im- 
)ortatioD  act,  as  partial  in  its  operation,  and  un- 
riendly  to  Great  Britain,  on  which  account  its 
epeal  was  claimed ;  and  to  intimate  that,  if  it 
vas  persevered  in,  Great  Britain  would  be  com- 
plied to  retaliate  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  by  similar  restrictions  on  her  part.  And, 
m  the  second  point,  that  you  intended  only  to 
irge,  that  in  consequence  of  the  extraordinary 
>lockade  of  England,  your  Government  has  been 
tbitged  to  blockade  France,  and  to  prohibit  all 
rade  in  French  articles,  in  return  for  the  pro- 
libitioa  by  France  of  all  trade  in  English  arti- 
Jes. 

It  is  sufficient  to  remark  on  the  first  pointj  that 
in  whatever  ground  the  repeal  of  the  non-im- 
K>rtatioa  act  is  required,  the  United  States  are 
ustified  in  adhering  to  it,  by  the  refusal  of  the 
British  Government  to  repeal  its  Orders  in  Coun- 
W.  and  if  a  distinctioti  is  thus  produced  between 
^reat  Britain  and  the  other  belligerent,  it  must 
\e  referred  to  the  difference  in  the  conduct  of  the 
wo  parties. 

On  the  second  point,  I  have  to  observe  thait  the 
explanation  given  cannot  be  satisfactory,  because 
12ih  Con.  1st  Ssss.— 58 


it  does  not  meet  the  case  now  existing. '  France 
did,  it  is  true,  declare  a  blockade  of  England 
a^inst  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  and  pro* 
hibit  all  trade  in  English  articles  on  the  high  seas; 
but  this  blockade  and  prohibition  no  longer  exist. 
It  is  true  also^  that  a  part  of  those  decrees  did  pro- 
hibit a  trade  m  English  articles,  within  her  terri- 
torial jurisdiction ;  but  this  prohibition  violates 
no  national  right  or  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States.  Still  your  blockade  and  prohibi- 
tion are  continued,  in  violation  of  the  national 
and  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  on  a  pre- 
text of  retaliation,  which,  if  ever  applicable,  could 
only  be  applied  to  the  former,  and  not  to  the  lat- 
ter interdicts ;  and  It  is  required  that  France  shall 
change  her  internal  regulations  against  English 
trade,  before  England  will  change  her  externa! 
regulations  against  the  trade  of  the  United  States. 
But  vou  still  insist  that  the  French  decrees  are 
unrevoxed,  and  orge,  in  proof  of  it,  a  fact  drilwn 
from  Mr.  Russell's  correspondence  that  some 
American  vessels  have  been  taken  since  the  first 
of  November,  in  tbeir  route  to  England.  It  is  a 
satisfactory  answer  to  this  remark,  that  it  appears, 
by  the  same  correspondence,  that  every  American 
vessel,  which  had  been  taken  in  that  trade,  the 
seizure  of  which  rested  on  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  only,  were,  as  soon  as  that  fact  was  ascer- 
tained, delivered  up  to  their  owners.  Might  there 
not  be  other  ground  also  on  which  seizui'es  mi^ht 
be  made  ?  Great  Britain  claims  a  right  .to  seize 
for  other  causes,  and  all  nations  admit  it  in  the 
case  of  contraband  of  war.  If.  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, one  belligerent  has  a  right  to  seize  neutral 
property  in  anj  case,  the  other  bellisrerenthas  the 
same  right.  JNor  ou^ht  I  to  overlook  that  the 
practice  of  counterfeiting  American  papers  in 
England,  which  is  well  known  to  the  Continent, 
has,  by  impairing  the  faith  due  to  American  doc*, 
uments,  done  to  the  United  States  essential  inju- 
ry. Against  this  practice  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  at  London,  as  will  appear  by  a  ref- 
erence to  his  letter  to  the  Marquis  or  Wellesley  <^ 
the  3d  of  May,  1810,  made  a  formal  representa- 
tion, in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  his  Gov- 
ernment, with  an  offer  of  every  information  pos- 
sessed by  him  which  might  contribute  io  detect 
and  suppress  it.  It  is  painful  to  add  that  this 
communication  was  entirely  disregarded.  That 
Great  Britain  should  complain  of  acts  in  France, 
to  which,  by  her  neglect,  she  was  instrumental, 
and  draw  from  them  proof  in  support  of  her  Or- 
ders in  Council,  ought  certainly  not  to  have  been 
expected. 

You  remark,  also,  that  the  practice  of  the  French 
Government  to  grant  licenses  to  certain  American 
vessels  engaged  in  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  andFrancej  is  an  additional  proof  that  the 
French  decrees  still  operate  in  their  fullest  ex- 
tent. On  what  principle  this  inference  is  drawn 
from  that  fact,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  con** 
ceive.  It  was  not  the  object  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  to  prohibit  the  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  France.  They  meant 
to  prohibit  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
with  Great  Britain,  which  violated  our  neutral 
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xifhtB,  and  to  prohibit  the  trade  of  Great  Britain 
with  the  Continent,  with  which  the  United  States 
have  nothing  to  do.    If  the  object  had  been  to 

Srohibit  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
*rance, Great  Britain  coald  nerer  ha?e  found  in 
them  an 7  pretext  for  complaint.  And  if  the  idea 
of  retaliation  could  in  any  respect  have  been  ap- 
plicable, it  would  have  been  by  prohibiting  our 
trade  with  herself.  To  prohibit  it  with  France 
would  not  have  been  a  retaliation,  but  a  co-oper- 
ation. Iflicensing  by  France  the  trade  in  certain 
instances  proves  anythinff,  it  proves  nothing  more 
than  that  the  trade  with  France  in  other  instances, 
is  under  restraint.  It  seems  impossible  to  extract 
irom  it,  in  any  respect,  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  are  in  force,  so  far  as  they  prohibit  the 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  Bngland.  I 
might  here  repeat  that  the  French  practice  of 

granting  licenses  to  a  trade  between  the  United 
itates  and  France  may  have  been  intended  in 
part,  at  least,  as  a  security  against  the  simulated 
papers,  the  forging  of  which  was  not  suppressed 
in  Enffland.  It  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  these 
remaras  that  a  trade  by  license  is  one  with  which 
the  United  States  are  satisfied.  They  have  the 
strongest  objections  to  it;  but  these  are  founded 
on  other  principles  than  those  suggested  in  your 
note. 

It  is  a  cause  of  great  surprise  to  the  President 
that  your  Government  has  not  seen  in  the  corres- 
pondence of  Mr.  Russell,  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  communicate  to  you  on  the  17ih  of  October 
last,  and  which  has  been  lately  transmitted  to  you 
by  your  Government,  sufficient  proof  of  the  repeal 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  Independent  of 
the  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact  which  that 
correspondence  afforded,  it  was  not  to  be  presum- 
ed, from  the  intimation  of  the  Marquis  Wellesley, 
that  it  was  to  be  transmitted  to  you,  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  the  depending  discussions, 
that  it  was  of  a  nature  to  have  no  weight  in  those 
discussions. 

.  The  demand  which  you  now  make  of  a  view 
of  the  Order  jgiven  by  the  French  Government  to 
its  cruisers,  m  consequence  of  the  repeal  of  the 
French  decrees,  is  a  new  proof  of  its  indisposi- 
tion to  repeal  the  Orders  in  Council.  The  decla- 
ration o(  the  French  Government  was,  as  has 
been  heretofore  observed,  a  solemn  and  obligato- 
ry act,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to  the  notice  and  re- 
spect of  other  Governments.  It  was  incumbent 
on  Great  Britain,  therefore,  in  fulfilment  of  her 
engagement,  to  have  provided  that  her  Orders  in 
Council  should  not  have  effect  after  (he  time  fixed 
for  the  cessation  of  the  Freiich  decrees.  A  pre- 
tension in  Great  Britain  to  keep  her  Orders  in 
force,  till  she  received  satisfaction  of  the  practical 
compliance  of  France,  is  utterly  incompatible 
with  her  pledge.  A  doubt  founded  on  any  single 
act, however  unauthorized, committed  by  a  French 
privateer,  might,, on  that  principle,  become  a  mo- 
live  for  delay  and  refusal.  A  suspicion  that 
such  acts  would  be  committed  might  have  the 
same  effect;  and,  in  like  manner, her  compliance 
might  be  withheld  as  long  as  the  war  continued. 
But  let  me  here  remark,  that  if  there  was  rpom 


for  a  questiottj  whether  the  Frenok  repeal  did  or 
did  not  take  effect  at  the  date  announced  by 
France,  and  required  by  the  United  States,  it  can- 
not be  alleged  that  the  decrees  have  not  ceased  to 
operate  since  the  '2d  of  Febroarv  last,  as  hereto- 
fore observed.  And  as  the  actual  cessation  of  the 
decree  to  violate  our  neutral  rights  was  the  oDlf 
essential  fact  in  the  case,  and  has  long  been  kaown 
to  your  Government,  the  Orders  in  Council  from 
the  date  of  that  knowledge  ought  to  have  ceased, 
according  to  its  own  principles  and  pledges. 

But  the  question  whether,  and  when,  the  repeal 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  took  effect,  io  re- 
lation to  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
Stately  is  superseded  by  the  novel  and  eztraordijia- 
tj  elaim  of  Great  Britain  to  a  trade  la  British  ar- 
ticles with  her  enemy  ;  for,  supposing  the  reped 
to  have  taken  place,  m  the  fullest  extent  chtiioed 
bv  ihe  United  States,  it  ccHiid,  aceordiog  to  that 
claim,  have  no  effect  in  -removing  the  Orders  in 
Council. 

On  a  full  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Government  in  these  transactions,  it  is  impossible 
to  see  in  it  anythiiig  short  ofa  spirit  of  determiQed 
hostility  to  the  rtffhts  and  interests  of  the  Uaited 
States.  It  issued  the  Orders  in  Council,  on  a  prio- 
ciple  of  retaliation  on  France,  at  a  time  when 
it  admitted  the  French  decrees  to  be  ioeffectoal; 
it  has  sustained  those  Orders  in  full  force  sioce. 
notwithstanding  the  pretext  for  them  has  beep 
removed,  and  latterly  it  has  added  a  new  coodi- 
tion  of  their  repeal,  to  be  performed  by  France. 
to  which  the  United  States  in  their  neutral  char- 
acter have  no  claim,  and  could  not  demand  with* 
out  departing  from  their  neutrality;  a  coodilioo 
which,  in  respect  to  the  commerce  of  other  oa- 
tions  with  Great  Britain,  is  repugnant  to  her  own 
policy,  and  prohibited  by  her  own  laws,  and  whicL 
can  never  be  enforced  on  any  nation  without  a 
subversion  of  its  sovereignity  and  indepeodeoee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dbc, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

AuGUSTtJS  J.  FosTSB,  Esq.,  ^. 


Mr.  Foster  ta  Mr.  MoMree. 

WASHiifOTon,  December  28, 1811. 
Sir  :  I  have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Morier  that, 
so  long  ago  as  the  1st  of  last  January,  io  conse- 
quence of  a  written  communication  from  Sir 
James  Craig,  His  Majesty's  Governor  Cknerai 
and  Commander-in-Chief  in  Canada,  dated  the 
25lh  November,  1810,  acquainting  him  with  his 
suspicions  of  its  being  the  intentian  ofsomeot 
the  Indian  tribes,  from  the  great  fenneDtatioj 
among  them,  to  make  an  attack  on  the  Uoiie« 
States,  and  authorizing  him  to  impart  ^^i^^^^j 
cions  to  the  American  Secretary  of  State,  he  haa 
actually  done  so  verbally  to  Mr.  Smith,  your  pre- 
decessor in  office,  and  on  searching  tmong  i^^ 
archives  of  this  mission,  I  have  found  ibe  *etjff 
alluded  to  of  Sir  James  Craig,  by  which  he  dia 
authorize  Mr.  Morier  to  make  the  commuriicatwQ 
in  question,  as  well  as  a  memorandum  of  its  har* 
ing  so  been  made;  as  abo  an  express  d^cUraUo 
of  Sir  James  Craig,  that,  although  be  doahtea 
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there  wooM  BOt  N  wfttitiog  penons  who  would 
be  ready  Xo  attrrtHite  the  movenieDCt  of  the  lo- 
ditDs  CO  th«  iDlltieocft  of  the  British  Governmeiit, 
yef,  that  his  department  were  actually  makiog 
e?ery  exertion  in  their  power  to  assist  in  prerent- 
in;  their  attempts. 

This  eTidenee,  sir,  of  a  friendly  disposition  to 
pot  the  United  States'  Qovemment  on  their  guard 
against  the  maehinatipoa  of  the  sava^s,  and  even 
to  aid  in  preventing  the  calamity  whieh  has  taken 
place,  is  so  honorable  to  the  Qovernor  Oener- 
tl  of  Canada,  and  so  clearly  in  contradiction  to 
the  hite  unfounded  reports  which  have   been 

rd  of  a  concrary  natorci  that  I  cannot  resist 
mpolse  I  have  to  draw  yoar  attention  to- 
wards it;  not  that  I  conceive,  however,  that  ft 
was  oecessary  to  prodnce  this  proof  to  the  United 
States'  Government  of  the  falshy  of  snch  reports, 
which  the  ebaraccer  of  the  British  nation,  and  the 
naoifest  inutility  of  urging  the  Indiairs  to  their 
destroction,  should  have  rendered  improbable,  but 
ia  order  that  you  may  be  enabled,  in  case  it  shall 
teem  flttiog  to  you,  by  giving  publicity  to  this  let- 
ter, to  correct  the  mistaken  notions  on  the  subject, 
whieh  have  unfortunately  found  their  way  even 
ainoDg  persona  of  the  highest  respectability,  only, 
as  I  am  convinced,  from  their  having  been  mts- 
ioformed.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 
To  the  Hon.  Jakbb  Monrob,  dbc. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster. 

DSPABTMEHT  OP  St^TB,  JcU/U  9,  1812. 

Sir:  I  bava  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  28th  ult.,  disavowing  any  agency  of 
your  Government  in  the  late  hostile  measures  of 
the  Indian  tribes  towards  the  United  States.  If 
the  iodians  derived  encouragement  from  any  per- 
■oDs  in  thoae  measures  of  hostilitj,  it  is  very  satis- 
fiictory  to  the  President  to  receive  from  you  an 
asrarancrthat  no  authority  or  countenance  was 
|iren  to  theaa  by  the  ^British  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

His  Bxc'y  A.  J.  Fobtbb,  dbc. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Washington,  April  15, 1812. 

Sia:  I  hav«  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that^  in 
addition  to  those  seamen  belonging  to  His  Majes- 
ty's hired  armed  ketch  Gleaner,  mentioned  in  my 
tepresentation  to  you  of  the  3Qth  ult,  who  lately 
teeeifed  protection  in  the  violation  of  their  ea- 
Mements,  or  were  seduced  from  the  service  of 
His  Majestv  by  eit^cns  of  the  United  States,  I 
hafe  ainee  been  informed  by  Lieutenant  Green, 
her  commander,  of  another  subject  of  flis  Majes- 
ty) who  was  also  induced  jto  leave  His  Majesty's 
terriee  in  eonse(|oence  of  encouragement  to  tnat 
effect  from  the  inhabitants  of  Annapolis. 

Soch  instances,  sir,  of  improper  attempts  made 
oa  the  part  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  de- 
prive His  Majesty's  ships,  even  when  employed 
in  the  diplomatic  inteacmuae  beiwaea  the  two 


eduntries,  of  their  seamen,  will  serve,  inconjunc* 
tion  with  many  others  in  my  power  to  quote,  an4 
perhaps  in  your  remembrance,  to  show,  that  if 
the  United  States  have  reason  at  times  to  com- 
plain of  irregularity  in  His  Majesty's  officers  in 
undesignedly  taking  their  seamen,  mistaking  them 
for  their  own,  we  have  occasionally  also  reason 
10  make  complaint  of  our  seamen  engaged  on  ni^ 
tional  service,  and  known  as  British  subjects,  be- 
ing seduced  from  their  allegiance  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  with  circumstances  of  aggra- 
vation and  insult  highly  irritating. 

Although,  sir,  it  has  uafortunately  not  as  yet 
been  found  practicable  by  our  Government  to 
agree  to  such  arrangements  as  might  preclude  the 
possibility  of  events  taking  place  so  calculated  to 
produce  vexation  on  either  side,  I  cannot,  hot^- 
ever,  but  hope  that  the  Government  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  may  find  some  means  to  prevent  a  re- 
currence of  similar  irregillarhies  on  the  part  of 
their  citizens ;  and  I  assure  you,  sir,  that  as  hith- 
erto^ so  ar  all  times  whenever  jrou  claim  any  per- 
sons on  board  any  of  His  Majesty's  ships  as  na- 
tive American  citizens,  no  exertion  shall  be  waaw 
jirr  on  my  part  to  procure  their  discharge  ^  and  £ 
will  add,  that  it  would  afford  me  very  high  satia^ 
faction  to  be  now  furnished  by  you  with  a  list  of 
all  those  whom  you  can  claim  as  such,  in  ordeik' 
that  I  might  use  every  effort  in  my  power  to  ob- 
tain their  immediate  release. 

You  need  not,  I  am  sure,  sir,  be  reminded  by 
me  of  the  prompt  attbotion  whK:h  has  invariably 
been  given  by  His  Majesty's  commanding  officer 
on  the  Halifax  station  to  the  reclamations  in  sim- 
ilar cases  which  I  have  transmitted  since  my  ar- 
rival in  the  United  Slates  to  him  in  your  naoN, 
•nor  of  the  readiness  with  which  he  has  given  di- 
rectioDs,  when  practicable,  for  their  being  instan- 
taneously discharged*   I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOST££L 

The  Hon.  Jambs  Momrob,  dbc. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  lAx.  Foster. 

Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb,  Aby  30»  181^ 
Sib:  Having  had  the  honor  to  confer  with  you 
soon  after  the  date  of  your  letter  of  April  15,  rj- 
lative  to  a  deserter  from  His  Majesty's  ship  of 
war  the  Gleaner,  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  haiB 
the  remarks  which  I  then  made  on  that  subject. 
I  shall  only  observe,  that  none  of  thje  man  who 
deserted  from  that  vessel  had  any  encouragement 
to  do  it  from  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
United  States^  or  of  the  State  of  Macyland.  If 
they  received  such  encouragement  from  any  of 
our  citizena,  it  is  a  eaupe  of  regret ;  but  it  is  an 
act  not  cognizable  by  our  laws  any  more  tb|in  it 
is  presumed  to  be  by  those.of  Great  Britain. 

it  is  proper  to  state,  that  a  similar  desertion  took 
place  last  year  from  an  American  frigate  in  an 
Bnglish  port,  in  which  no  redress  was  afforded. 
It  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  deserter  took 
refuge  on  board  a  British  ship  of  war.  the  com- 
mander of  which  refused  to  surrender  him  on  be- 
,  ing  requested  to  do  so. 

Your  proffeird  exertiona  to  procure  the  dia* 
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ehwrj^  of  oaiiVe  Anerican  citizeiis  from  on  board 
Britisti  Bhij^s  of  war,  of  which,  yott  detiro  a  list, 
haa  not  escaped  attentioo. 

It  is  impossible  for  the  United  Stales  to  discrim- 
inate between  their  native  and  nataralized  citi- 
zens, nor  ought  your  Gorernment  to  expect  it,  as 
it  makes  no  such  discrimination  itself.  There  is 
in  this  office  a  list  of  several  thousand  American 
seamen,  who  have  been  impressed  into  the  Brit- 
ish service,  for  whose  release  applications  have, 
-from  time  to  time^  been  already  made;  of  this  list 
a  copy  shall  be  forwarded  you,  to  .take  advantage 
of  any  good  offices  you  may  be  able  to  render,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  (5ic.    . 

JAMES  MONROE. 

His  Exc'y  A*  J.  FoaTSB,  dbc. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mn  Monroe. 

Wabhington,  May  30, 1812. 

Sir  :.  Notwithstanding  the  discouraging  nature 
of  the  conversation  which  I  had  the  honor  to  have 
with  you  a  few  days  since  at  your  office^  and  the 
circumstance  of  your  continued  silence  tn  regard 
to  two  letters  from  me  furnishing  additional  proof 
of  the  existence  of  the  French  decrees;  neverthe- 
less, there  does  now  appear  sueh  clear  ai>d  con- 
vincing evidence  \  in  the  report  of  the  Duke  of 
Bassano,  dated  the  10th  of  March,  of  the  present 
year^  of  those  decrees  having  not  only  never  been 
rescinded,  but  of  their  being  recentlv  'extended 
and  aff|[ravated  ip  the  republication  of  them  con- 
laineaia  that  instrument,  that  I  cannot  but  ima- 
gine it  will  seem  most  im^rtant  to  the  President, 
that  it  should  be  communicated  te  Cong^ress  with- 
out delay  in  the  present  interesting  crisis  of  their 
deliberations ;  and,  therefore,  hasten  to  fulfil  the 
imtructions  of  my  Government,  in  laving  before 
the  Gh)vernment  of  the  United  States  tne  enclosed 
Moniteur  of  the  16th  of  last  March,  in  whidi  is 
contained  thtt  report  as  it  was  made  to  the  Ruler 
of  France,  and  communicated  to  the  Conserva- 
tive Senate. 

•This  report  confirms,  if  anything  were  want- 
ing to  confirm,  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner, 
the  repeated  assertions  of  Great  Britain,  that  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  have  never  been  re- 
voked, however  some  partial  and  insidious  relax- 
ations of  them  may  have  been  made  in  a  few  in- 
atanees,  as  an  encooragement  to  America  ta adopt 
a  system  beneficial  to  France,  and  injurboe  to 
Great  Britain,  while  the  conditions  on  which 
alone  it  has  been*  declared  that  those  decrees  will 
ever  be  revoked  are  here  explained  and  amplified 
in  a  manner  to  leave  ua  no  hope  of  Bonaparte 
having  any  disposition  to  renounce  the  system  of 
injustice  which  he  has  pursued,  so  aa  to  make  it 
possible  for  Great  Britain  to  ^ive  up  the  defen- 
five  measures  she  has  been  obliged  to  resort  to. 

I  need  not  remipd  you,  sir,  how  often  it  has  in 
vain  been  urged  by  Great  Britain,  that  a  copy  of 
the  instrument  should  be  produced,  bv  which  the 
decreet  of  Bonaparte  were  said  to  be  repealed, 
and  how  much  it  has  been  desired  that  America 
should  explicitlv  state  that  she  did  not  adopt  the 
eonditioBs  oa  which  the  repeal  wis  oftred.    ' 


'  It  IS  BOW  manifest  that. there  was  never  nwre 
than  a  conditional  ofier  of  repeal  made  by  Fraote, 
which  we  had  a  right  to  complain  that  America 
should  have  asked  us  to  recognise  as  oMute,  aod 
which,  if  accepted  in  its  extent  by  Americs,  would 
only  have  formed  fresh  matter  of  complsiot,  and 
a  new  ground  for  declining  her  demands. 

.America  must  feel  that  it  is  impossible  for  Great 
Britain  to  rescind  her  Orders  in  Council  whilst 
the  French  decrees*  are  officially  deeUred  tore- 
main  in  force  aj^inst  all  nations  not  subscribiog 
to  the  new  maritime  code  promulgated  in  those 
decrees,  and  also  without  something  moreezplieit 
on  the  part  of  Ainerica  with  regard  to  her  ooder- 
standing  as  to  the  conditions  annexed  bv  Fraoee 
to  the  repeal  of  those  decrees.  For,  after  what 
has  passed,  unless  a  full  and  satisfactory  explana- 
tion be  made  on  both  these  points,  Great  Briiaia 
cannot  relinquish  her  retaliatory  system  against 
Framce,  without  implying  her  consent  to  the  ad- 
missibility of  the  conditions  jn  question. 

These  observations  will,  I  am  sure,  appear  sof 
ficiently  obvioua  to  you,  sir,  on  pemaing  the  en- 
closed paper. 

It  will  be  at  once  acknowledged  that  this  paper 
is  a  republication  of  the  Berun  and  Milan  w- 
crees  in  a  more  aggravated  form,  accompanied  as 
it  is  with  an  extension  of  all  the  obnoxious  do^ 
trines  which  attend  those  decrees,  inflamed  bf  a 
declaration  that  Bonaparte  had  annexed  to  Fraoee 
every  independent  State,  in  the  neighborhood 
which  had  eluded  them ;  and  that  he  was  pro- 
ceeding against  all  other  maritime  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, on  the  pretence  that  his  sjrstem  conld  not 
be  permanent  and  complete  so  long  as  tbe7  n- 
tained  their  liberty  with  regard  to  it. 

The  outrageous  principle  here  avowed  connects 
itself  obviously  with  the  proposition  too  moek 
countenanced  by  America,  that  the  centinenttl 
system  of  Bonaparte,  aa  far  as  it  operates  to  the 
confiscation  of  neutrals'  property  on  shore,  on  the 
ground  of  such  property  heio^  British  produce  or 
manufacture,  is  a  mere  municipal  regulatioa, 
which  neutral  or  belligerent  nations  hare  no  right 
to  resent,  because^t  does  not  violate  any  principle 
of  the  law  of  nations*  It  is  unnecessary  toreear 
to  the  various  arguments  by  which  it  has  been 
shown  that  this  system  does  not  partake  of  the 
character  oi  municipal  regulation  which  neutral 
or  belligerent  nations  have  no  right  to  resent,  be- 
cause it  does  not  violate  any  principle  of  tbelaw 
of  nations,  but  that  it  i&a  mere  war  mecsare,  di- 
jrected  with  the  most  hostile  spirit  against  Great 
Britain ;  and  in  order  to  extend  this  systen  on 
the  principle  of  municipal  regulation,  all  the  rigbu 
of  independenr  neutral  nations  are  to  be  violated, 
their  territories  to  be  sdixed  without  any  other 
cause  of  war  whatever  but  that  they  may  be  in- 
corporated with  the  French  nation,  and  thence, 
becoming  subject  to  her  rights  of  domision,  re- 
ceive the  continental  system  as  a  municipal  reg* 
ulation  of  France,  and  thus  the  mere  possibiutf 
of  non-compliance  with  the  whole  of  tne  system 
is  nrade  th<e  ground  for  the  occupation  or  iovasioi) 
the  incorporation  or  extinction,  of  every  State 
where  the  French  arms  can  reach. 
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Oreat  Briurio  etnaot  beliere  chat  Americft  wiU 
DOt  feel  a  jast  indigoation  at  the  Aill  def«lopinent 
of  f oeh  a  systtm — a  fyatem  whteh,  indeed,  Bona- 
parte  has  partially  opened  before,  and  has,  in  the 
lostinees  of  the  Hanaeatio  towns,  of  Portogal, 
tod  other  coantries,  earned  into  complete  execa- 
tioo,  bat  which  be  has  never  eOBapletely  unfolded 
in  all  its  extent  until^  the  pteaent  moment.  And 
io  what  an  inaultio;  and>  pfepoaterods  shape  does 
he  now  attempt  to  bring  forward  and  promalgate 
this  code  which  ht  is  to  foree  apon'all  nations? 
He  issames  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  to  be  in  force, 
lod  to  be  a  law  biodiog  upon  all  tuitions ;  becanse 
it  sQita  bis  conrenience  «t  this  moment  when  the 
Da?y  of  France  iM  driren  from  the  ocean,  to  re- 
Ti?e  ibe  dootrino  of  *^free  ahips  making  free 
goods.''  He  has  recourse  to  a  treaty  no  longer  in 
force,  io  which  aocii  astlpalation  existed— a  treaty 
wbicb,  by  his  own  expresss  refusal  at  Amiens  lo 
le&ew  toy  of  the  ancient  treaties,  was  aot  then 
Kfired  even  aa  binding  on  Great  Briuin  and 
FriDce,  between  whom  alone,  as  parties  to  it,  and 
only  while  they  ware  at  peaoe  with  each  other, 
eoold  it  ever  have  had  any  l^gal  effect ;  yet  even 
this  treaty  is  too  narrow  a  oasis  for  his  present  pre-. 
teosioosj since  becannot  find  in  it  his  role  for  limiit^ 
log  maritime  blochades  ta  fortresses  actually  in- 
Tested,  besieged,  and  likely  to  be  taken ;  no  pro^ 
Ttsion  of  an]r  descviption  haTing  been  made  in 
that  treaty,  either  for  defining  or  regahtting  block* 
ades. 

Sorely,  at  soeh  an  instant,  America  will  not 
urge  Qreat  Britain  to  abandon  or  to  soften  anv 
frecaaiionary,  any  retaliatory  righta  against  suen 
s  Power.  The  British  (Government  not  only 
feels  itself  imperiously  bound  ta  defend  them,  as 
they  respect  Qreat  Briuin,  with  all  rtgor,  but  to 
callopoo  every  natiptt  to- resist  such  teorbitant 
pretensions.  •       • 

If  Great  Britain  at  such  a  mooaent  were  to  re- 
iaz  her  Orders  in  Council  against  France,  would 
Dot  all  other  nations  have  reason  to  complain  that 
the  common  cause  was  abandoned  ? 

America  must  feel  tfaafr  Booapw^te  is  not  acting, 
as  indeed  he  nerer  hasacied.  with  any  riewof 
establishing  principles  of  real  freedom  with  re- 
^t  to  navigation ;  but  is  merely  endeavoring 
U)  cloak  his  determination,  if  possible,  to  ruin 
Great  Britain  by  novel  demands  and  rejected  the- 
ories of  maritime  law ;  and  America  must  see 
that  Bonaparte^  object  is  to  exclude  British  com- 
merce from  every  coast  and  port  of  the  Continent; 
aad  that,  in  pursuit  of  this  object,  trampling  on 
the  rights  of^  independent  States,  he  insultingly 
proclaims  his  determination  to  effect  it  by  direct 
iDTasion  of  those  independent  States,  which  he 
AS  iosaitiogly  terms  a  guaranty^  thus  maklns  the 
most  solemn  and  sacred  term  in  the  law  of  na- 
tion synonymous  with  usurpation  of  territory  and 
extinciioB  of  independeace.  America  must  see 
that,  as  all  the  States  hitherto  in  his  power  have 
been  seized  on  to  guaranty  his  system,  he  is  now 
proceeding  to  destroy  whatever  remains  of  in- 
dependence in  other  neutral  States  to  make  that 
guaranty  complete.  From  his  want  of  power  to 
P^  the  Atlantic  with  his  armies,  (a  wi^nt  of 


power  for  which  the  United  States  are  indebted 
te  the  naval  superiority  of  Gkeat  Britain,)  bis  sys- 
tem of  a  guarantying  force  may  fail  aato  Amit* 
iea  ^  but,  as  he  cannot  hope  Co  shut  American  porta 
against  Great  Britain  by  occupancy  and  invasion, 
he' hopes  to  eflRrct  bis  purpose  by  management 
and  fraud,  and  to  accomplish  that  by  insidioua 
relaxation  which  he  eannot  accomplish  by  power. 

Great  Britain i  be  feels,  ia  only  to  be  mined  by 
excluding  her  from  every  port  in  the  world ;  he 
hopes,  therefore,  to  shut  every  port  in  Europe  by 
force,  and  every  port  in  America  by  management ; 
he  pretends  to  conciliate  Amenc*  by  applause  of 
her  conduct,  and  a  partial  relaxation  of  his  sys- 
tem iu  her  iavor.  lie  accompanies  tlie  promise 
of  repealing  his  decrees  with  conditions  which  he 
trusts  America  will  not  disavow,  and  which  he 
knows  Great  Britain  must  reject;  knowing,  at 
the  same  time,  that  the  relaxation  of  his  deoreea 
will  be  of  little  use  to  America  without  a  corres- 
ponding relaxation  by  Great  Britain,  he  throwa 
every  obstacle  against  concession  to  America  by 
Great  Britain,  making  her  perseverance  in  her 
retaliatory  system  more  than  oTer  essential  to  her 
honor  and  existence.  And,  surely,  it  will  not  es- 
cape the  notice,  or  fail  to  excite  tne  indignation 
of  the  American  Government,  that  the  ruler  of 
Fiance,  by  taking  the  new  ground  now  assumed, 
has  retracted  the  concession  which  America  sup- 
posed him  to  have  made.  He  has  inconsistently 
and  contemptuously  withdrawn  from  her  the 
ground  upon  which  she  has  taken  a  hostile  atti- 
tude agliinst  Great  Britain,  since  the  repeal  of 
our  Orders  in  Council ;  and  even  the  renuncia- 
tion of  our  rights  of  blockade  would  no  lonfler 
suffice  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  Berlia  and  Mimn 
decrees. 

His  Majesty's  Government  cannot  but  hope 
that  America,  eobsidering  all  the  extravagant  pre* 
tensions  set  forth  by  the  Ruler  of  France  in  the 
Duke  of  Bassano's  report,  and  at  the  aame  time 
the  resolution  to  march  his  armies  into  all  Sutea 
into  the  ports  of  which  the  English  flag  is  admit* 
ted,  will  acknowledge  that  this  doctrine  and  rea- 
olotton  constitute  a  complete  annihilation  of  nen*' 
trality,  and  that  she  is  bound,  as  a  neutral  State, 
to  disavow  and  resist  them.  Every  State  that 
aeqaiesces  in  this  report  must  act  upon  the  prin* 
eiple  that  neutral  and  enemy  are  to  be  coasioered' 
henceforward  as  the  same  in  the  laneuage  of  the 
French  law  of  natrons;  and  Great  Britain  has  a 
right  to  consider  that  every  nation  who  refuses  to 
admit'  her  flagnpon  the  principle  assumed, admita 
and  recognises  the  doctrine  of  the  report. 

I  will  not  now  trouble  you,  sir,  with  many  obser- 
vations relative  to  the  blockade  of  May.  1806,  at 
the  legality  of  that  blockade,  assuming  tne  block- 
ading force  to  have  been  sufficient  to  enforce  it, 
has  latterly  not  been  questioned  by  you. 

I  will  merely  remark,  that  it  was  impossible 
Great  Britain  should  receive  otherwise  than  with 
the  utmest  jealousy  the  unexpeeied  demand  made 
by  America  for  the  repeal  of  the  hleckade  as  well 
as  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  when  it  appeared  to  be 
made  subsequent  to,  if  not  in  consequence  of,  one 
of  the  conditions  in  Bonaparte's  pretended  repeal 
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of  bis  decrees,  whieh  eoDdltioo  was  our  renoufi- 
oii^g  what  be  calls  ^^  our  new  principles  of  block- 
ade;" that  the  demand  on  the  part  of  America 
was  additional  and  new,  is  sofficiently  proved  bjr 
a  Teference  to  the  overtare  of  Mr.  Finkoey,  as 
well  as  from  the  terms  on  which  Mr.  Erskine  bad^ 
arranged  the  d^iptite  with  America,  relative  to  the 
Orders  in  CqunciL  In  that  arrangement  noibing 
was  broughtYorward  with  regard  to  this  blockade. 
America  would  have  been  contented,  at  that  time, 
without  any  reference  to  it.  Itcertaiialjr  is  not  more 
a  grievance  or  an  injustice  now  than  it  was  then.. 
why)  tben,  is  ihe  renunciation  of  that  blockade 
insisted  upon  now,  if  it  was  not  necessary  to 
insist  upon  it  tben?  It  is  difficult  to  find  any 
answer  but  by  reference  to  subsequent  communi- 
cations between  France  and  America,  and  a  dis- 
position in  America  to  countenance  France  In  re- 
quiring the  disavowal  of  this  blockade,  and  the 
principles  upon  which  it  rested,  as  the  conditio 
atfie  qua  non  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan decreesu  It  seems  to  have  become  an  object 
with  America^  only  because  it  was  prescribed  aa 
a  condition  by  France. . 

On  this  blockade,  and  the  principles  ai).d  rights 
upon  which  it  was  founded,  fionaparteJappears  to 
rest  the  justification  of  all  his  meaaures  for  abol- 
ishing neutrality,  and  for  the  invasion  of  every 
State  which  is  not  ready  with  him  to  wage  a  war 
of  extermination  against  the  commerce  of  Great 
Britain.  .  •  ^ 

America,  therefore,  no  doubt  saw  the  necessity 
of  demanding  ils  renunciation  ;  but  she  will  now 
see  that  it  is  ili  reality  vain  either  for  America  or 
Qreat  Britain  to  expect  an  actual  repeal  of  the 
French  decrees  until  Great  Britain  renounces, 
first,  the  basis,  yiz :  the  blockade  of  18Q6,  on  which 
Bpnaparie  ba;i  been  pleased  to  found  them ;  next, 
the  right  of  retaliatian,  as  subsequently  acted  upon 
in  the  Orders  in  Council ;  further,  till  she  is  ready 
to  receive  the  Treaty  «f  Utrecht,  interpreted  and 
applied  by  the  Duke  of  Bassano's  report,  as  the 
universal  law  of  nations;  and,  finally,  till  she  ab- 
jures all  the  principles  of  maritime  law  which 
support  her  established  rights,  now  more  than  ever 
essential  to  her  existence  as  a  nation. 

Great  Britain  feels  confident  that  AmericavUever 
can  maintain  or  ultimately  sanction  such  preten- 
sions, and  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent 
entertains  the  strongest  hope  that  this  \9fii  pro- 
ceeding of  France  will  strip  her  measures  of  every 
remnant  of  disguise,  and  that  America,  in  justice 
to  what  she  owes  to  the  law  of  juations  and  to 
her  own  honor  a?  a  neutral  State,  will  instantly 
withdraw  hef  countenance  from  the  outrageous 
system,  of  the  French  Government,  and  cease  to 
support,  by  hostile  measures  against  British  com- 
merce, the  enormous  fabric  of  usurpation  and 
tyranny  which  France  has  endeavored  to  exhibit 
ta  the  world  as  the.  law  of  nations. 

America  cannot  now  contend  that  tbe^rders 
in  Council  exceed,  in  spirit  of  retaliation^  what 
is  demanded  by  tne  decrees,  i be  principles,  or 
the  usurpations  of  Bonaparte.  The  United  States' 
Government  must  at  last  be  convinced  that  the 
partial  relaxations  of  those  decrees  iq  favor  of 


America  have  been  ineidiiftttdy  aidopled  by  Pruce 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  inducing  ber  to  close  her 
ports  against  Great  Brtuin.  which  Fraoce  esDnot 
efiect  herself  by  force ;  anil  she  mast  admit  that, 
if  Grreat  Britain  wirre -now  to  repeal  her  Orders 
in  Council  against  France,  it  would  be  gntai* 
tously  allowiag'to  France  the  commerce  of  Ameri- 
ca, and  all  the  benefite  derivable  from  ber  flag,  u 
an  additional  instrument  for  the  annoysoee  of 
Gkeat  Britain,  and  that  at  a  moment  when  ererf 
State  is  threatened  with  destrnetioo,  or  really  d^ 
stroyed,  for  merely  supporting  their  own  rigbts 
to  trade  with  Great  Britain. 

I  am  commanded,  sir,  to  express,  on  the  part  of 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  ibat, 
whileH  is  Roy^  Highness  entertains  the  most  sin- 
cere desire  to  conciliate  America,  yet  he  can  Derer 
concede  that  the  blockade  of  May,  1805,  coold 
iustly  be  made  the  foundatioi^as  it  avowedly  has 
been^  for  the  .decrees  of  Bonaparte:  and,  further, 
that  the  British  Goveromeat  must  ever  coosider 
the  principles  on  which  that  blockade  rested,  (te- 
CoQitpaBied-  as  it  was  by  an  adequate  UockadiDg 
force,)  t6  have  been  striptly  consonant  to  the  ei- 
.  tablished  law  of  nations^  and  a  legitimate  iostaftee 
of  the  practice  which  it  reeo^ises. 

Secondly,  that  Great  Britain  must  cooUnoe 
to  reject  the  other  spurious  doctrines  prom olgitcd 
b^  France  in  the  Duke  of  Bassano's  report,  is 
binding  upon>all  nations.  She  cannot  admit,  as  a 
true  declaration  of  public  law,  that  free  ships  make 
free  goods ;  nor  the  converse  of  that  propositioo, 
that  enemy's  ships  destroy  the  character  of  nea* 
tral  property  in  the  cargo.  She  cannot  csaseDt, 
by  the  adop^on  of  such  a  principle,  to  deliver  atn 
solutely  the  commerce  of  France  irom  the  pressure 
of  the  naval  power  of  €k«at  Britain,  and,  by  the 
abuse  ofthe  neutral  of  the  flag,  to  allow  hereoemf 
to  obtain,  without  the  expense  of  sustainioga  nary 
for  the  trade  and  property  o^  French  subjects,  a 
degree  of  freedom  and  security  which  ef  en  the 
commerce  of  her  owa  subjeeta  cannot  find  aoder 
the  protection  of  the  British  navy. 

'  She  cannot  admit,  as  a  principle  of  pnblic  lav, 
that  a  maritime  blockade  can  alone  be  legally  tp* 
plied  to  fortrefses,  actually  invested  by  laad  as 
weH  as  by  seq,  which  is  the  plain  meaoipg  or 
consequence  of  the  Dake  of  Bassano's  defioition. 

She  cannot  admit,  aa  a  principle  of  public  lav, 
that  arms  and  military  stores  are  alone  cootra- 
band  of  war,  and  that  ship  timber  and  naral 
stores,  are  excluded  from  that  description.  Neither 
can  sbe  adnut,  without  retaliation,  that  the  mere 
fact  of  commercial  intercourse  with  British  ports 
and  subjecb  should  be  made  a  crime  io  all  na- 
tions, and  that  the  armies  and  decrees  of  France 
should  be  directed  to  enforce  a  principle  so  new 
and  unheard  of  in  war. 

Great  Britain  feels  that  to  relinquish  ber  jost 
measures  ^f  self-defence  and  retaliation  woold  he 
to  surrender  the  best  means  of  her  own  preserra* 
tion  and  riffhts,  and  with  them  the  rights  of  other 
nations,  so  long  as  France  maintains  and  acts  upon 
such  principles. 

lam  commanded  to  represent  to  the  Qovero- 
ment  of.Americat  that  Great  Britain  feels  berseU 
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^  entitfed  fo  expect  from  tbeni  an  Qnreseryed  and 
'  eiDdid  discUtmer  of  the  tight  of  Pranee  to  im« 
^  pose  on  her  and  oh  the  world  the  maritime  code 
'  which  bi8  been  thus  ^romnfgafed,  and  to  the  pen* 
*  alties  of  which  America  is  hereeif  declared  to  be 
^  liable  if  she  fails  to  submit  herself  to  its  exactions. 
<  America  cannot,  for  her  own  cbamcter,  any  longer 
^  temporize  on  this  subject,  or  delay  coming  to  a 
^  distlDct  explanation  with  France  as  well  as  with 
'  Great  Britain,  if  she  wishes  to  clear  -herself  from 
'  the  impatation  of  being  an  abettor  of  such  injus- 
tice. 
Americr,  as  the  case  now  stands,  has  not  a  pre- 
'  tence  for  claiming  from  Great  Britain  a  repeal  of 
her  Orders  in  Council.  She  must  recollect  that 
^  the  British  Government  can^nerer  for  a  moment 
^  coantenaDce  the  idea  that  the  repeal  of  these  orders 
'  could  depend  upon  any  partial  or  conditional  re- 
-  peal  of  the  decrees  of  France.  What^sHe  a!  ways 
'  avowed  was,  her  readiness  to  rescind  her  Orders  in 
^  CoQDcil  as  soon  as  France  rescinded  absolutely 
^  and  QDConditionally^ber  decrees;  She  could  not 
'•■  eoteriDtoanyothereufnigemen  twit  bout  the  gross- 
^  est  injustice  to  her  allies  as  well  as  the  neutwl 
B  nations  in  general;  much  less  could  she  do  so  if 
any  special  exception  was  to  be  granted  by  France 
'  apon  conditions  utterly  subrersiye  of  the  most 
}  important  and  indisputable  maritime  rigllts  of 
^    the  British  Bmpire. 

America  has  now  a  proceeding  forced  upon  her 

'"   by  France,  on  which/ withohl  sorirettdering  any 

of  those  principles  which  she  may  deem  it  neces- 

'    sary  for  her  own  honor  and  security  to  maintain, 

'    she  may  separate  herself  from  tb^  violence  and 

injustice  of  the  enemy.    She  owes  it  not  only  to 

herself  to  do  so,  but  she  is  entitled  to  resent  that 

course  of  conduct  on  tbe  part  of  -France  which 

is  the  only  impediment  to  her  obtaining  what  she 

de&ires  at  the  hands  of  Great  Dritaitt,  namely,  the 

repeal  of  ihe  Orders  in  Council. 

I  am  authorized  to  renew  to  the  American 
Oorernment  the  assurance  of  Hia  Royat  High- 
ness'is  anxious  desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of  Ame- 
rica upon  this  point,  whenever  ibe  conduct  of  the 
enemy  will  justify  him  in  so  doing. 

While  America  could  persuade  herself,  how- 
erer  erroneously,  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees had  been  actually  and  totally  repealed,  and 
that  the  execution  of  the  engfagement  made  on 
ibat  condition  by  the  British  Government  had 
been  declined,  she  might  deem  it  juitifiaUe,  as  a 
consequence  of  such  a  persuasion,  to  treat  the  in- 
terest and  commerce  of  France  with  ijreference 
M  friendship,  tfnd  those  of  Great  Britain  with 
hostility.  But  this  delusion  is  at  an  end ;  America 
DOW  finds  the  French  decree*  not  o^ly  in  full 
force,  but  pointed  with  augmented  hostility  against 
Great  Britain.  Will  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
|ed  States  dMare  that  the  measure  now  taken 
by  Prance  is  that  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  decrees 
^hich  America  expected  would  lead  to  the  re- 
J^^\  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  1  Will  the 
American  Government,  nnlessupon  the  principle 
of  denying  our  retaliatory  right  of  blo^ltade  un- 
^^^  any  imaginable  circumstances,  declare  that 
there  is  at  this  moment  a  ground  upon  wbieh  fhe 


repcfiil  of  our  Orders  in  Council  can  be  pressed 
upon  us;  or  that  the  repeal  could  now  be  war- 
ranted upon  any  other  ground  than  an  express' 
abdication  of  the  right  itself,  which  America 
well  knows,  whatever  may  be  our  desire  to  con? 
ciliate,  is  a  concession  which  the  British  Govern- 
ment citnnot  and  will  not  make. 

If  this  be  true,  for  what  purpose  can  she  (perse- 
vere in  her  hostile  altitude  towards  Great  Britain, 
and  her  friendly  one  towards  France?  Dq  the 
American  Government  really  wish  to  aid  France 
in  iier  attempt  to  subjugate  Great  Britain.  Doea 
America  expect  that  Great  Britain,  contending 
against  France,  will,  at  the  instance  of  America, 
disarni  herself,  and  submit  to  the  mercy  of  the  op- 
ponent ?  If  both  these  questions  are  answered 
in  the  negative,  upon  what  ground  can  she,  for  a 
moment,  longer  continue  toe  hostile  measurea 
against  us?  The  American  non-intercourse  act 
was  framed  upon  the  express  principle  of  contin- 
uing in  force  against  the  Power,  whether  Prance 
or'dreat  Britatn,  that  should  refuse  to  repeal  ita 
respective  laws,  of  which  America  thought  her-  . 
selr  entitled  to  complain ;  but  the  repeal  contem- 
plated bv  that  act  was  a  bona  fide  repeal,  and  not 
a  repeal  upon  an  inadmissible  condition;  and 
America  can  never  be  jnstified  in  continuing  to 
resent  against  us  that  failure  of  relief  which  U 
alone  attributable  to  the  insidious  policy  of  the 
enemy,  that  has  for  the  purpose  of  embarrassing 
the  discussion  interwoven  the  question  of  the  de- 
crees with  the  exaction  of  a  relinquishment  of 
almost  the  whole  system  of  bur  maritime  law.. 

It  is  not  for  the  tiritish  Gk>verninent  to  dictate 
to  that  of  America  wh|it  ought  to  be  the  measure 
of  just  indignation  against  the  Ruler  of  France 
for  having  oriffiaated  and  persevered  in  a  system 
of  lawless  violence,  to  the  subversion  of  neutral 
rijghts,  which,  being  necessarily  retaliated  by 
G^eat  Britain,  has  exposed  America,  with  other 
neutral  States,  to  losses  which  the  British  Gov- 
ernment has'  never  ceased  most  sincerely  to  d^ 
plore.  America  must  judge  for  herself  how 
much  the  original  injustice  of  France  towards 
her  has  been  aggravated  by  the  fraudulent  pro- 
fessions of  relinquishing  her  decrees  by  the  steps 
adopted  to  mislead  America,  in  order  to  embark 
her  in  measures  which,  we  trust,  she  never  would 
have  taken,  if  she  could  have  foreseen  what  has 
now  happened;  and,  ultimately,  by  threatening 
America  with  her  vengeance,  as  a  denational- 
ized State,  if  she  does  not  submit  to  be  the  instru-. 
ment  of  her  designs  against  Great  Britain. 

These  are  considerations  for  America  to  weigh ; 
but  what  we  are  entitled  to  claim  at  her  hands, 
as  an  act  not  less  of  policy  than  justice^  is,  that 
she  should  cease  to  treat  Great  Britain  as  an  ene- 
my. The  Prince  Regent  does  notl^esire  retros- 
pect when  the  interests  of  two  countries  so  natu- 
rally connected  by  innumerable  ties  are  con- 
cerned. It  is  more  consonant  to  His  Royal  High-  - 
ness's  sentiments  to  contribute  to  the  restoration 
of  iiarmeoy  and  friendly  intercourse  than  to  in- 
quire whv  It  has  been  interrupted.  Feeling  that 
nothing  has  been  omitted  on  his  part  to  relieve  ' 
America  from  the  toconveniencea  to  which  a ' 
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novel  system  of  warfare  oa  the  part  of  France 
unforCQDately  continuea  to  expose  ber,  and  that 
the  present  unfriendly  relations  which,  to  their 
mutual  prejudice,  subsist  between  the  twp  covn-^ 
tries,  have  grown  out  of  a  mijsconception,  on  the 
part  of  America,  both  of  the  conduct  and  pur- 
nose  of  France.  His  Royal  Highness  considers 
himself  entitled,  to  call  upon  America  to  resume 
lier  relations  of  amity  with  Great  Britain.  In 
4oiDg  so,  she  will  best  provide  for  the  interests  of 
her  own  people ;  and  I  am  authorized  to  assure 
the  American  Government,  that,  although  His 
Koyal  Highness,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  His  Majestv,  can  never  suffer  the  fun- 
damental maxims  of  the  British  monarchy,  in 
matters  of  maritime  right,  as  consonant  to  the 
recognised  law  of  nations,  to  be  prejudiced  in 
his  hai)ds,  His  Royal  Highness  will  be  ready,  at 
all  times,  to  concert  with  America  as  to  their  ex- 
ercise, and  so  to  regulate  their  application,  as  to 
combine^  as  far  as  may  be,  the  interests  of  Amer-* 
ica,  with  the  object  of  efiectually  retaliating  upon 
France  the  measure  of  her  own  injustice* 

I  will  now  terniinate  this  letter  by  assuring 
you,  sir,  as  I  can  with  perfect  truth,  that  the  most 
cordial  and  sincere  desire  animates  the  councils 
of  Great  Britain  to  conciliate  America  as  far  as 
may  be  consistent  with  the  principles  upon  which 
the  jpreservation  of  th6  power  and  independence 
of  the  British  monarchy  is  held  e/ssentially  to 
depend,  and  which  cannot.be  abandoned  without 
tbrowinff  her  helpless  and  disarmed  into  the  pres- 
ence of  her  adversary. 

I  have  the  honor  to.  be,  dec. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 

Javbs  Monroe,  Esq., 

^cretary  of  Stale* 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Foster's  letter  of  30th  May«] 

JRmrt  ^  the  Minuter  of  Foretjgn  Relation  to  Hi9 
Majesty  the  Emperor  and  King,  communicated  to 
the  Conservative  Senate  in  the  sitting  qf  the  lOM 
March,  ISijJ. 

SiR£ :  The  maritime  rights  of  neutrals  have 
been  solemnly  regulated  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
which  has  become  the  common  law  of  nations. 

This  law,  expressly  renewed  in  all  the  subse* 
quent  treaties^^  has  consecrated  the  principles  I 
am  about  to  expose. 

The  flag  covers  the  property;  Enemy's  property 
under  a  neutral  flag  is  neutral,  as. neutral  prop* 
erty  undeir  an  enemy's  flag  is  enemy's  property. 
The  only  articles  which  the  flaf  does  not  cover 
are  contraband  articles;  and  the  only  articles 
which  are  contraband  are  arms  and  munitions  of 
war. 

A  visit  of  aneutral  vessel  by  an  armed  vessel 
can  only  be  made  by  a  small  number  of  men,  the 
armed  vessel  keeping  beyond  the  reach  of  can- 
non shot. 

Every  neutral  vessel  may  trade  from  an  ene- 
my's port  to  an  enemy's  portend  from  an  ene-. 
my's  port  to  a  neutral  port.  The  only  ports  ex- 
cepted are  those  really  blockaded;  and  tn^  porta 
really  blockaded  are  those  which  are  invested, 
besieged,  and  in  danger  of  being  ti^ken,  (Jn  pre^ 


vention  d^etre  pris,)  and-intp  which  a  merehui 
ship  could  nol  enter  \yitbout  danger. 

Sucjh  are  the  oblif^ations  of  belligerefit  natiooi 
towards  neutral  nations;  iiuch  are  the  reciprocal 
rights  of  both;  such  are  the  maxims  consecrated 
by  the  treaties  which  form  the  public  lav  of  na- 
tions. Often  has  England  attempted  to  substi- 
tute for  them  arbitrary  and  tyrannical. rules.  Her 
unjust  pretensions  were  repelled  by  all  Govero- 
ments  sensible  to  the  voice  of  honor  and  to  the 
interests  of  their  people.  She  saw  herself  con- 
stantly obliged  to  recognise  in  her  treaties  the 
principles  which  she  wished  to  destroy,  aod, 
when  the  Peace  of  Amiens  was  violated,  mari- 
tinokc  legislation  rested  again  on  its  ancient  foiu- 
dation. 

By  the  coarse  of  events^  the  English  nsTy  b^ 
came  more  numerous  than  all  the  forces  of  the 
other  maritime  Powers.  England  then  supposed 
that  she  had  nothing  to. fear;  she  might  attempt 
everything;  -she  immediately  resolv^  to  subject 
the  navigation  of  every  sea  to  the  same  laws 
which  governed  that  of  the  Thames. 

It  was  in  1806  that  she  commenced  the  execu- 
tion of  this  system,  which  tended,  to  make  the 
common  law  of  nations  yield  ta  the  Orders  iu 
Council  and  to  the  regulations  of  the  Admiraltf 
of  London. 

The  declaration  of  the  16th  of  May  aiuiihi- 
lated.  by  a  single  word,  the  rights  of  all  maritime 
States,  and  put  under  interdiction  vastcoasuaud 
whole  empires.  From  this  momeac  England  do 
loiiffer  recognised  neutrals  on  the  seas. 

The  orders  of  1807  imposed  on  all  vessels  an 
obligation  to  eiUer  Englisik  ports,  whatever  might 
be  their  destination,  to  pity  a  tribute  to  Eogiasd, 
and  to  subjeot  their  cargoes  to  (he  tariff  of  her 
custom-houses.  ^  ■' 

By  the  declaration  of  1806  all  narigatioD  was 
interdicted  to  neutrals;  by  the  ord^s of  1807 the 
faculty  of  navigalio]g  was  restored  to  them;  bat 
they  could  only  use  it  for  the  advantage  of  Eng- 
lish commerce,  \by  the  combinations  of  her  ioter- 
est,  and  to  her  profit. 

The  English  Qovernment  took  off  thereb;r  tQ« 
mask  with  which  it  had  concealeil  its  projects, 
proclaimed  the  universal  dominion  of  the  sea^ 
regarded  every  people  as  their  tributaries,  aod 
imposed  upon  the  Continent  the  expeoses  of  the 
war  which  it  maintained  against  it. 

These  unheard-of  measures  excited  a  S^P^^j 
indignation  among  those  Powers  who  cherished 
the  sentiment  of  their  independence  and  of  their 
rights.  But  at  London  they  carried  to  the  high- 
est degree  of  elevation  the*  national  pride ;  they 
displayed  to  the  English  people  a  futurity  rich 
with  the  most  brilliant  hopes.  Their  comiperce, 
their  industry,  were  to  be  henceforward  without 
competition ;  the  productions  of  the  two  worlds 
Were  to  flow  into  their  ports,  do  homage  to  the 
maritime  and  commercial  sovereignty  of  Kog* 
land,  in  paying  to  her  a  toll  duty ;  and  afterwaros 
proceed  to  other  nations  burdened  with  enormous 
cosu,  from  which  English  merchandise  alone 
woi^d  have  been  exonerated. 

Your  Majesty  perceived,  at «  single  glance,  the 
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erib  with  wlikb  the  Oontio^nc  was  threfttJened. 
The  remedy^  wm  immtdiiUri^  reoorted  to ;  you 
annihilAted  bj  your  decrees  this  arrogant  and  atv* 
just  enterprise,  so  dettructi-re  to  the  indepeBdenee 
of  til  States,  and  of  the  rights  of  every  people. 

The  decree  of  Berlin  replied  to  the  declaration 
of  1806.  The  blockade  of  the  British  isles  was 
opposed  to  the  imagiDary  Uochade  established  by 
Eogland.  a 

The  decree  of  Milan  leplied  to -the  orders  of 
1807;  it  declared  denationalized  every  neutral 
ressei  which  eobmitted  to  English  legislation, 
bowQ  to  have  touched  at  an  English  port^'known 
to  have  paid  a  tribute  to  Englandi  and  which 
thereby  renounced  the  independenee  ^nd  thie 
rights  of  its  flag.  All  the  merchandise  of  the 
commerce  and  of  the  industry  of  England  were 
blockaded  in  the  British  isles;  the  Continental 
system  excluded  them  from  the  Contioent, 

Nerer  did  an  act  of  reprisal  attain  its  object  in 
a  manner  more  prompt,  more  e^tain,  or  iriore 
rictorioos.  The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
taroed  against  England  the  weapons  which  she 
had  directed  against  universal  eommeree.  The 
source  of  commercial  prosperity,  which  England 
ihoogbt  80  abuadant,  became  a  source  of  calamity 
forEoglish  cooamejve;  in  the  place  of  those  ex- 
aetioos  which  were  to  have  enriched  herfands, a 
depreciation,  continually  iftcreasing,  impairs  the 
wealth  of  the  State  and  that  of  individuals,    ■ 

When  the  decrees  of  your  Majesty  appeared, 
the  whole  Continent  foresat^  that  such  w'ooid  be 
the  result,  if  ibey  received  their  entire  ^xeca- 
tioo;  but  as  much  as  Europe  was  accustomed  to 
see  yourundertakiagiforowned  with  success,  they 
were  at  a  lots  co  conceive  by  what  new  prodigies 
your  Majestv  would  realize  the  great  designs' 
which  have  been  so  rapidly  accomplished.  But 
armed  with,  all  your  power,  nothioff  could  tunr 
Toar  Majesty  from  your  object.  Holland,  tbe 
hanseatic  cities,  tbe  coast  which  lies  between  tbe 
Zujder  Zee  and  the  Baltic,  were  to-be  united  to 
Fraoee.  sobject  to  the  same  administration- and 
tbe  same  regulations*— the  immediate  and  kievi-' 
table  consequeace  of  tbe  legislation  of  tbe  Eng- 
lish Government.  Considerations  of  no  kind 
were  able  to  balance  in  the  mind  of  your  Majesty 
the  first  interests  of  your  Empire. 

I  will  not  stop  to  recapitulate  the  advantages 
of  this  important  resolution.  After  fifteen  moatlis, 
that  is  to  say,  after  the  eenahm  consuUum  of  re- 
uaioD,  tbe  dCecrees  of  your  Majesty  press  with  all 
their  weight  upon  England.  She  flattered  her^^ 
self  to  invade  tbe  commerce  of  the  world,  and 
her  own  commerce  became  a  mere  stock-jobbing 
affair,^  (agioiage^)  which  could  not  be  carried  on 
hat  by  means  of  twenty  thousand  licenses  issued 
etery  year.  Forced  to  obey  the 4a w  of  necessity, 
she  thereby  renounced  her  navigation  act,  the 
original  foundation  of  her  power.  '  9he^  aspired 
to  the  universal  dominion  of  tbe  seas,  and  nlivi- 
g»tioQ  is  interdicted  to  her  vessels ;  repulsed  from 
all  tbe  ports  of  the  Continent,  she  wished  to  en- 
rich her  funds  with,  the  tributes  that  Europe  wa^ 
to  pay ;  and  Ehirope  has  withdrawn  itself  not  only 
from  her  injahons  pretensions,  but  likewise  from 


the  tributes  Which  it  paid  to  her  industry ;  her 
manufacturing  cities  have  become  deserted ;  dis- 
tress has  succeeded  to  a  prosperity,  until  then  iu- 
creasing ;  the  alarm fi^  disappearance  of  specie, 
the  absolute  privation  of  business,  daily  interrupt 
the'  public  tranquillity.  Such  for  England  are 
the  results  of  her  imprudent  attempts ;  she  thence 
learnsL  and  she  will  every  day  learn  more  fully, 
that  tnere  is  no  safety  for  her  but  in  a  return  to 
justice  and  to  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations, 
and  that  she  will  not  be  able  to  participate  in.  tbe . 
benefits  of  the  neutrality,  of  ports,  unless  she  will 
sufier  neutrals  to  profit  of  tne  neutrality  of  their 
flag.  But  until  then,  and  so  long  as  tbe  British 
Orders  in  Council  are  not  revoked,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecbt  in  relation  to  neu- 
trals pot  in  force,  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
ought  to  subsist  for  the  Powers  who  sufieir  their 
flag  to  be  denationalized.  The  ports  of  the  Con- 
tinent ought  to  be  opened  neither  to  denationaU 
ized  flags  nor  to  English  merchandise. 

It  cannot  be  xsoncealed,  that  to  maintain,  be- 
yond  the  reach  of  attack,  this  great  system,  ft  is 
necessarv  that  yojir  Majesty  should  employ  the 
powerful  means  which  belong  to  your  Empire, 
and  flnd  in  your  subjects  that  assistance  which 
yon  never  have  asked  in  vain.  All  tbedisposa- 
ole  forces  of  France  must  be  directed  whitherso- 
ever the  Eoglish  flag  and  flags  denationalized,  or 
convoyed  by  English  vessels  of  wax,  may  wish  to 
enter.  A  particular  army,  exclusively  charged 
with  guarding  our  vast  coasts;  out  maritime  arse- 
sals,  and  the  triple  row  of  fortresses  which  cover 
owr  frontiers,  ought  to  answer  to  your  Majesty 
for  the  security  of  the  territori^  confided  to  its 
valor  and  its  fidelity;  it  will  restore  to  their  high 
destiny  those  brave  men,  accustomed  to  fight  and 
to  Gononer  under  the  eyes  of  your  Mltjesty  for 
the  defence  of  political  rights  and  the  exterior 
security  of  the  Empire.  Even  the  depotsvof 
corps  will  00  lon^r  be  diverted  from  the  useful 
desiinalion  df  keeping  up  the  numbers  and  the 
strength  of  your  active  armies.  The  forces  of 
your  Majesty  will  be  thus  constatitiy  maintained 
on  the  most  formidable  fboting;  and  the  French 
Tenritorv,  protected  by  a  permanent  establish-  , 
ment,  whicn  is  recommended  by  the  interest,  the 
policy*  and  dignity  of  tbe  Empire,  will  find  itself. 
in  a  situation  which  will  make  it  more  deserving 
of  the  title  of  inviolable  and  sacred.         .     - 

It  is  a  long  time  since  the  aetual Government 
of  Great  Britain  proclaimed  perpetual  war;  a 
frightful  project,  which  the  most  unbridled  am- 
bition would  not  have  dared  to  form,  and  which 
a  presumptotts  boasting  could  only  haveavowed ; 
a  frightful  project,  wbich  might,  however,  be 
realized,  if  France  could'  hope  for  nothing  but 
engagements,  without  guaranty,  of  an  uncertain 
length,  and  even  more  disastrous  than  war. 

Peace,  sire,  which  your  Majesty,  in  the  midst 
of  year  great  povrer,  has  so  often  offered  to  your 
enemies,  will  crown  your  glorious  labors,  if  Eng- 
land, excluded  with  perseverance  from'  the' Coo-' 
tinent,  and  separated  from  all  the  States  whose 
independe^e  she  has  violated,  consents,  at  length, 
to  enter  upon  nhe  priaciples  which  form  the  ba- 
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m  of.Eoropeto  society^  to  aeknowledge  tbe  laws 
of  natiom,  and  the  rights  consecrated  hj  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht.. 

In  tbe  mean  time^  the  French  people  most  re- 
main in  arms.  Honor  commands  it ;  the  ioter- 
.estSp  the  rights,  the  independence  of  the  nations 
engaged  in  the  same  caase^  and  an  oracle  still 
itkOt^  certnin,  ^ich  has  often  been  pronounced 
by  yoor  Majesty,  makes  it  an  imperious  and  sa- 
cred law. 


Mr.  Foster  to  the  Btctttuj  of  Bute. 

Wasbinqton,  Jwie  1, 1812. 
'Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  yoor  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  reply 
to  my  note  of  April  15,  relating  to  a  seaman  who 
had  been  encouraged  to  desert  from  His  Majesty's 
schoonvr  Gleaner,  by  certain  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  citv  of  Annapolis,  aiid  containing  an  offer, 
which  I  sbail  always  be  very  happy  to  repeat,  of 
lising  my  best  exertions  to  procure  the  discharge 
of  sooh  seamen  as  have  been  Impressed  on  board 
Hb  Majesty's  ships,  and  can  be  legally  claimed 
by  the  GoTernment  of  tbe  United  States. 

The  circumstances  which  attended  the  instance 
mentioned  in  my  former  letter  of  April  5tb,  when 
several  seamen  of  the  same  vessel  (the  Gleaner) 
were,  under  the  very  e)res  of  their -officer  and  in 
a  manner  exceedingly  insulting  to  bis  leeHogs, 
assailed  by  the  endeavors  of  the  same  people,  to 
engage  them  to  desert,  and  not  adverted  to  in 
your  letter ;  but.  I  suppose  I  am  to  conclude,  from 
the  tenor  of  it,  that  no  remedy  can  be  applied  in 
sucb  cases  by  the  coustituted  authorities  of  the 
country,  wbich  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  as 
it  leaves  the  oommaaders  of  ships  of  war^who 
may  have  despatches  to  convey  on  shorein  Amer- 
ican ports,  continually  exposed  to  have  their 
boats'  crews  seduced  trom  them  with  impunifty, 
and  tends  to  show  more  than  ever  the  disagreea- 
ble necessity  under  which  they  are  of  endeavor- 
ing to  recover  them  from  on  board  of  the  mer- 
chant ships  in  which  such  seamen  afterwards 
encage  themselves. 

I  do  Bot  pretend,  sir,  to  iustify  the  captain  of 
the  British  ship  of  war  who  refused  to  deliver 
the  American  deserter  mentioned  in  your  letter, 
not  knowing  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
acted. 

It  will,  tio  doubt,  however,  occur  to  you  that, 
if  yon  could  state  a  single  instance  where  crowds 
have  collected  round  an  American  officer,-  on 
his  landing  in  England,  with  a  view  to  insult 
him  and  entice  his  men  to  abandon  him,  as  is  too 
often  tbe  practice  in  the  United  States,  such  an 
instance  would  be  more  directly  in  point. 

I  have  now,  sir,  the  honor  to  lay  before  you, 
by  order  of  His;Royal  Highness,  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, the  enclosed  papers.  (Nos.'l,  2,  3, 4,  5,)  re- 
lating to  English  seamen  who  have  been  detained 
affainst  their  will  on  board  of  certain  ships  of  war 
of  the  United  States,  which  have  of  late  visited 
Great  Britain,  and  ta  express  His  Royal  High- 
ness's  sincere  belief  that  these  sources  of  com- 
plaint have  originated  without  the  concorrence , 


or  |»rticipaiion  of  a  Stats  with  which  he  is  so 
anxious  to  preserve  an  amicaUa  intercoorse,  as 
well  as  his  conviction  that  the  Gk>veranient  of 
America  has  only  to  be  informed  oi  the  fact,  to 
take-prompt  and  satisfactory  measures  for  the 
correction  of  the  practice. 

The  American  Government  will  perceive,  from 
this  friendly  communication,  that  is  is  not  on  this 
side  of  the  water  alone  that  the  inconvenience 
necessarily  resulted  from  the  simtkritf  of  habits, 
language,  and  manners,  between  4he  inhabitants 
of  the  two  countries,  is  productive  of  subjectt  of 
complaint  and  regret.  These  are,  however,  at 
the  same  time^  natural  and  strong  ioducemenu 
for  a  conformity  of  interest,  and  most  particu- 
larly for  a  readiness  to  give  andTcceive  mutnal 
explanations  upon  all  si2>jects  of  differenee. 

t  have  it  in  charge  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  for 
the  information  of  your  Gbvernment,  that  the 
Government  -of  His  Ko)^l  Highneas  the  Prince 
Regent  will  continue  to  give  the  tnosc  positive 
orders  against  the  detention  of  American  citizens 
on  board  His  Maiesty's  ships,  and  that  no  diffi- 
culties, beyond  wnat  are  requisite  for  dearly  as- 
certaining the  national  character  of  individuals 
whose  cases  ai^e  hrought  before  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiraltyi  will  be  interposed 
to  prevent  or  delay  their  immediate  dischaiige. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool^  while  he  held  the  of- 
fice of  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  For^ 
eign  Affairs,  ad  interim^  was  commanded  to  make 
I^nown  the  case  of  William  Bowman,  stated,  by 
the  affidavit  of  hia  wife,  to  be  forcibly  detained 
on  board  the  United  States'  ship  the  Hornet. 
The  departure  of  thisTesael  precluded  Mr.  Rita- 
sell  from  making  the  necessary  represeniatioii  to 
the  commanding  offieerof  the  Hornet.  Aa,  how* 
ever,  Mr.  Russell  will  have  probably  stated  the 
circumstances  of  the. case  to  this  GtovemmeAt,  I 
am  in  hopes  lb  ere  will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
his  release. 

Of  the  papers  eocloeed,  those  marked  Nol  1 
consist  of  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Sir 
Roger  Curtis,  C<»mmander-in-Chief  at  Porte- 
mouth,  to  Mr.  Croker,  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad* 
miralty,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  deposition,  upon 
oath,  of  Charles  Davis,  an  Irishman  by  birch, 
who  was  lately  serving  en  board  tbe  United 
States*  frigate  Constitution,  under  the  name  of 
Thomas  Holland ;  and  of  a  letter  from  Captaia 
Hall,  of  His  Majesty's  ship  Royal  William,  to 
Admiral  Sir  Roger  Curtis,  giving  an  account  of 
the  same  Charles  Davis,  aiid  his  escape  from  the 
Constitution  frigate^ 

No.  2  contains  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Hall  to  Sir  Roger  Curtis,  transmitting  a  state- 
mentof  the  names  and  descriptions  of  twenty* 
eight  British  seamen  en  board  the  Constitution 
and  the  Wasp. 

No.  3  contains  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Ro* 
ger  Curtis  to  Mr.  Croker,  stating  the  real  name 
and  birthplace  of  William  Smithy  who  ran  awav 
from  the  United  States'  frigate  Constitution,  and 
who  proves  to  be  a  native  oi  finghind.and  whose 
name  is  John  Taylor; 

Na  4  conuiitts  the  copy  of  another  letter  frona 
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Sir  Rog«r  Gortis  Co  Mr.  Croker*  traQsmittiDg 
the  affidavils  of  George  Warren  and  Daniel  Mar^- 
phy,  British  seameo,  who  ran  away  from  the 
CoDstitutioB  and  the  Hornet^  and  of  tlie  wife  of 
William  Bowmao,  who  is  alluded  to  above. 

And  No.  5  conxains  the  deposition,  apoa  #atb, 
of  John  Taylor,  mentioned,  in  No.  3. 

The  correspondence  between  the  Biirl  of  Liv* 
erpool  and  Mr.  Rasfeell,  on  the  sobject  of  Bow- 
man, I  do  not  enclose,  eon  eluding^  that  Mr.  Rus- 
sell will  bare  already  transmitted  copies  of  it  to 
his  Gk)7erBment.  You  wiU,  4iowever,  find  in 
No.  4  the  statement  of  the  circumstances  attend- 
JDff  Bowman's  forcible  detention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  J.  FOSTER. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster* 

DapAjmcBNT  OF  Statb;  Jwm  3, 1812^ 
Sib  :  In  the  letter  of  May  30th,  which  1  bad 
the  honor  to  reeeiTO  from  you  on  the  Isl  instant, 
I  pereeife  a  difference,  in  a  particular  passage  of 
it,  from  a  passage  of  tbe  same  subject,  in  the  de* 
spstcb  from  Lord  Castlerea|^h  to  you,  which  you 
were  00  good  as  to  communicate  to  me  entire,  as 
appears  from  tbe  tenor  of  the  letter  to  hare  beea 
ioteaded  by  your  Grorerament.  The  passage  ia 
jroor  letter  to  which  I  allude  is  as  follows  ^  Amer- 
ica, as  the  ease  now  stands,  has  not  a  pretence 
forelairaing  from  Great  Britain  a  repeal  of  her 
Orders  in  (JooociL  She  must  recollect  .that  the 
British  Government  nerer  for  a  moment  coun- 
tenaoced  the  idea  that  the  repeal  of  those  orders 
eoold  depend  upon  any  partial  or  conditional  re- 
peal of  the  decrees  of  France.  What  she  always 
avowed  was,  her  readiness  to  rescind  her  Orders 
io  Council  as  soon  as  France  rescinded,  abso-» 
lately  and  uneooditionally,  her  decreea.  She 
could  not  enter  into  any  other  engaytemeat  witht 
out  the  grossest  injustice  to  ber  allies,  aa  well  as 
to  neutral  nations  in  general ;  much  less  could 
shedosoif  any  special  exception  was  to-be  grant- 
^  hjT  France  upon  condition*  utterly  subveratre 
of  the  most  im|K>rtant  and  indisputable  maritime 
fights  of  (he  British  Empire." 

According  to  the  tenor  of  tbe  despatch  of  Lord 
Castlereagh  to  tou,  ray  recoUeotioa  is,  that  in 
statiog  the  condition  on  which  the  Orders  in 
Council  were  to  be  repealed,  in  relation  to  the 
Uoite^  States,  it  was  specified  that  the  decrees 
of  Berlin  and  Milan  mjast  not  be  repealed- singly 
aad  specially  in  relation  to  the  United  States, 
pot  be  repealed  also  as  to^all  other  neutral. na- 
tions; and  that  in  no  less  extent  of  a  repeal  of 
^e  decrees  had  the  British  Government  ever 
pledged  itself  to  repeal  the  Orders  in  Council. 

However  susceptible  the  passage  of  your  letter 
ptty  be  of  a  construction  reconcilable  with  the 
import  of  the  despatcb  from  Lord  Castlereagh, 
y^  as  a  similar  phraseology  of  your  Government 
oa  other  occasions  has  had  a  construction  less  ex- 
t^nsiTe,  and  as  it  is  important,  in  every  respect, 
H'^t  there  should  be  no  misunderstanding  oi  a  pos<> 
^ibility  of  error,  you  will  excuse  me  for  request- 
>>9  that  you  will  have  tbe  goodness  to  in£)ria  me 


whether,  ia  any  eireomscancea,  my  reeoJlecMoit 
of  the  import  of  this  passage  in  Lord  CastL&> 
reagh's  despatcb  is  inaccurate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dbe. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

AuousTus  J.  FocTCR,  Esq.,  dbc. 

*  - 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Wash  iNoroif ,  Jane  3,'  1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  to-day.  te^ 
questing  an  explanation  relative  to  the  supposed 
meaning  of  a  passage  in  a  despatch  from  Lord 
Castlereagh  to  me,  toat  I  had  the  honor  to  com- 
municate to  you  confidentially ;  and  I  beg  leave 
to  state  to  you,  that  while  I  conceive  it  to  be  very 
difficult  to  give  an  explanation  upon  a  singlepoint 
in  a  n9te  of  considerable  length,  without  refer- 
ring to  the  whole  context,  and  also  believe  it  to 
be  altogether  irregular  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
respecting  a  communication  entirely  informal, 
yet  I  have  no  hesitation  in  assuring  you  that  my 
note  of  May  30,  contains  the  whole  substance  of 
the  despatch  alluded  lo. 

In  the  correspondence  that  will  probably  take 
place  between  us  in  consequence  of  the  new 
ground  upon,  which  tbe  Duke  of  Bassano's  report 
has  placed  the  question  at  issue  between  our  two 
countries,.!  shall  be  extremeljr  happy  to  enter  at 
full  length  upon  any  topic  which  you  may  wish 
particularly  to  discuss.'    I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster.     . 

Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb,  June  4^  1612. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
letter. of  yesterday  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  same 
date. 

As  tbe  despatch  of  Lord  Ciastlereagh  was  com* 
.  municated  by  you  to  me  in  my  official^xhahicterj 
to  be  shown  to  the  "President,  and  was  shown  to 
him  accordingly,  and  as,  tbe  despatch  itself  ex- 
pressly authorised  such- a  communication  to  this 
Government,  I  cannot  conceive  in  what  sense 
such  a  proceeding  could  he  oonsidered  confidea- 
tial,  or  how  it  could  be  ooderstocid  that  the  Exe- 
cutive was  to  receive  one  commuaicatioB  for 
itself,  and  transmit  to  Coog[ress  another,  liable, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive,  to  a  differenVor 
doubtful  construction.  I  cannot  but  persuade 
myself,  sir,  that,  on  a  reconsideration  of-  the  sub- 
ject, you  will  perceive  that  there  can  be  no  im-* 
propriety  io  a  compliance  with  the  request  con-<' 
tained  in  my  letter  of  yesterday.  Should  I  be 
mistaken  in  this  expectation,  I  flatter  myself  that 
you. will  see  the  propriety  of  freeing  your  own 
communication  from  all  ambiguity  and  liability 
to  misconstrue tioa.  With  a  view  to  this,  permit 
me  to  inquire  whether  the  passage  in  your  letter, 
stating  the  condition  on  which  your  Government 
always  avowed  its  readiness  to  j-escind  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  namely,  as  soon  as  France  re- 
soinded  absolutely  and  unconditionally  her  de- 
crees;  inclades  in  its  meaning  that  the  decreea 
miist  be  rescinded  in  relation  to  other  neutral 
nationa,  as  welt  aa  to  the  United  States,  p^vioust 
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yotf;  and  yours  fonaded  on  it  to  me.  I  continue 
to  persuade  mvself,  kowever,  that  you  will  be- 
eome  sensible  that,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  ex- 
tent ffiven  by  your  Government  to  the  conditions 
oa  wnich  alone  its  orders  will  be  repealed,  and 
tbat  this  ettent  was  always^  contemplated  by 
your  Gorernment,  it  was  impossible  for  the  Pres- 
ident to  be  inattentive  to  the  fact,  or  to  withhold 
it  from  the  legislative  branch  of  the  Gkiverame&t. 
I  hnye  to  add,  that,  had  it  been  proper  for  him  so 
to  have  done,  the  late  hont  at  whteh  your  nate 
^as  received,  (not  until  noon  of  the  Ist  instant,) 
was  not  in  time  to  be  considered  in  relation  to 
the  message  sent  ta  Congress  on  that  dayv 

With  great  respect,  dbc* 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

A.  J.  FosTBB,  Esq.,  ^tc. 


ffit.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Wasbinoton,  June  7, 1812. 

Sir  :  It  is  extremely  painful  to  me  to  find  that, 
notwithstanding  the  assurance  which  |  had  the 
honor  to  make  to  you  on  the  authority  of  com- 
munications from  His  Majesty's  Captain  General 
in  Canada,  that  His  Majesty's  officers  had  not 
only  had  no  hand  in  urging  the  Indian  tribes  to 
the  late  atrocities  committed  on  the  frontiers  of 
the  United  States,  but  had  even  endeavored,  in 
the  true  spirit  of  friendly  neighborhood,  to  restrain 
them  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power,  such  reports 
still  continue  to  be  circulated  with  revived  indus- 
try ;  and  have,  in  a  gr^at  degree,  even  been  couo* 
tenaneed  by  statements  which  were  recently 
made,  in  an  address  from  a  Governor  of  one  of 
the  United  State  to  the  citizens  of  that  State. 

To  set  this  question  at  rest,  I  begl^ave  to  trans- 
mit to  you  the  enclosed  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
late  Governor  of  Canada  to  His  Majesty's  Secre- 
>tary  of  State  for  the  War  Department,  and  the 
answer  of  Lord  Liverpool,  which  have  been  re- 
cently received  by  me  through  Lord  Castlereagh's 
office ;  and  from  which  you  will  perceive  that 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  had  not  only  expressed 
their  decided  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  of  Canada,  in  using  whatever  influ- 
ence they  might  possess  over  the  Indians  to  dis- 
auade  them  from  committing  hostilities  on  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  but  also  had  espe- 
cially directed  that  those  exertions  should  be  con- 
tinued. 

While  I  assure  you,  sir,  very  frankly,  that  I  do 
Bot  believe  such  evidence  was  necessary  to  con- 
vince the  American  Government  of  the  erroneous 
aature  of  the  above-men tioucii  reports,  I  yet  beg 
to  request  that  this  letter  and  its  enclosures  may, 
as  early  as  possible^ be  laid  before  the  President. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  add,  that  it  is  really  a  serious 
inconvenience  thus  to  find  it  necessary  continu- 
ally to  furnish  fresh  evidence  in  order  to  oppose 
rumors,  which,  though  unsupported  by  the  shadow 
of  a  document,  or  any  authority  whatever  than 
mere  hearsay,  do  yet  derive  a  consequence  from 
the  cijcuiation  given  to  them  under  the  official 
sanction  of  a  State  Government. 

i  have  thought  it  necessary  to  be  thus  explicit 


on  this  object,  od  aocount  of  the  odious  aaiare 
of  the  reports  in  question.  Dreadful  and  horriUe 
as  they  are,  they  woald,  at  any  time,  suffice  to 
excite  the  most  violent  irritation  throogh  a  coon- 
try  ;  but  they  surelv' ought  hot  to  be  made  use  of 
without  the  nvost  clear  and  convincing  proofs  to 
constitute  their  veracity.  I  have  the  honor,  d;c. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 
Hod.  Jawbs  MoMaoE,  4bc. 


[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Foster's  deq>atchof  June  7, 1812.] 


Copyofatetterfrom-Sb  JMBesH.Cnigto  tha  Bail 

of  LiverpooL 

CloEBEC,  March  29,  181L 
Mr  Lonn:  Under  the  pretent  eiremnstanccs 
existing  between  His  Majesty's  Govern ineot  and 
that  of  the  American  States,  I  feel  it  lo  l»e  acces- 
sary to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  informmtioa 
that  is  contained  in  the  enclosed  letter  and  papers 
from  Lieutenant  Governor  Gore,  and  to  wbtch  1 
add  a  copy  of  m^  answer  to  him  on  the  sabject. 
This  is  the  first  direct  commnnication  that  I  have 
had  dither  from  Lieutenant  Governor  Qore,  ot 
from  any  officer  of  the  Indian  Departtneoty  rela- 
tive to  tne  intentions  of  the  Indians.  My  prirate 
accounts,  however,  which,  though  not  official 
were  equally  to  be  relied  on',  gave  me  assutances 
of.  their  determination  to  have  recourse  to  arms, 
so  lon|f  ago  as  in  November ;  and  in  my  wish  to 
assist  in  saving  the  American  frontier  from  the 
horrors  usually  attending  the  first  burst  ef  an 
Indian  war,  by  enabling  them  to  take  precaatioas 
against  it,  I  communicated  my  accounts  to  Mr. 
Nlorier;  and  though  I  thought  that  an  official 
communication  might  be  extremely  objectiooa- 
bie,  I  gave  him,  however,  permtasioii,  if  be  did 
not  think  it  improper  from  any  circumstance  of 
situation,  in  which  he  might  find  himself  iwtth 
them,  verbally  to  conrey  the  informatitNi-  to  the 
American  Government,  and  I  have  sinee  beard 
from  Mr.  Morier  that  ne  did  so.  In  Jaoaarr  I 
repeated  to  Mr,  Morier  that  I  continued  to  receive 
a  confirmation  of  the  intelligence  I  bad  before 
sent  him,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  he  made 
any  further  communication  to  the  Americaa 
Government.    I.  have  the  honor  to  be,  k^ 

J.H.CRAia. 

[Refened  to  in  Mr.  Foster's  daspatd&of  JiiBa7»  I8IS.3 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Liverpool  to  the  officer  ad- 
ministering  ihe  Government  of  Lower  Canada. 

Downing  Street,  July  28, 1811. 
Sir:  In  reference  to  the  despatches  Nos,  37 
and  39;  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Sir  James  Craig, 
with  their  respective  enclosures,  on  tlie  subject 
of  the  hostile  mteotions  which  have  been  mani- 
fested by  the  Indians  against  the  Americans,  and 
of  the  measures  which  had  been  taken  by  tbat 
officer  to  dissuade  them  from  a  recourse  to  atma, 
I  am  commanded  by  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent  to  acquaint  you  that  the  conduct 
of  Sir  JamG  Craig,  in  this  respect,  has  received 
His  Royal  Highness's  entire  approbation,  and  I 
am  to  desire  that  you  will  persevere  in  th^  attempt 
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mad«  by  him  to  restraiD  Ihe  Indians  from  the 
eommissmn  of  any  act  of  hostility  on  the  ,Amer 
ieao  frontier.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

LIVERPOOL. 


Mr.  Foster  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Wi^HiNOTON.  June  8, 1812. 

Sib  :  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  yoo 
yesterday,  I  have  received  some  additional  pa* 
pers  relatioii:  to  the  subject  mentioned  in  my  fet- 
ter, which  1  transmit  to  yon,  enclosed.  They 
consist  of  a  letter  from  Sir  James  Craig  to  LoH 
Lirerpoolj  enclosing  the  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Liemenant  Ghovernor  Gore,  and  of  the  iostroc- 
tions  which  he  had  given  to  the  Deputy  Super- 
iDteodent  of  Indian  Affairs,  to  exert  himself  in  re- 
straJniDg  the  Indians  from  committiog  any  act 
of  hostlHty  against  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

Allow  me,  sir,  to  request  that  these  papers  may, 
without  loss  of  time^  be  communicated  to  the 
President. 

I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 

The  Hon.  James  Monboe,  dbc. 
[Refeired  to  in  Mr.  Fostei's  letter  of  June  6, 1813.] 

QrUEBEC^ilfay  21,  1811. 

Mt  Loro:  In  a  despatch.  No.  37, 1  thought  it 
rijht  to  apprize  your  Lordship  of  the  appearance 
of  hostile  intentions  towards  the  Americans, 
vhich  had  shown  itself  among  the  Indians  in  the 
upper  country,  as  well  as  of  the  steps  I  had  taken 
on  the  occasion. 

In  pursuing  the  same  subject,  I  hate  now  the 
honor  to  enclose  copies  of  the  letter  I  have  re- 
eeired  from  Lieutenant  Governor  Gore,  and  of 
the  instructions  which,  in  coiuequenca  of  mine 
to  him,  he  had  given  to  the  Deputy  Superinten- 
dent of  Indian  Affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  H.  CRAIG. 

The  Earl  op  Liverpool,  dbc. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  (Jovemor  Gore  to 
His.  Excellencj  Sir  James  Craig. 

York,  Upper  Canada,  March  2, 1811. 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  jrour  Excellency's  letter  of  the  2d  of  Fehruary, 
which  reached  me  on  the  24th.  I  lost  no  time  in 
iirectinc  the  Deputy  Superintendent  General  of 
lodisD  Affairs  to  instruct  the  officers  of  the  Indian 
Department  to  caution  and  restrain  the  Indians 
from  committiD2.anyact  of  hostility  on  the  white 
inhabitants  in  the  neighborhood.  A  copy  of  my 
letter  to  Colonel  Glaus  is  herewith  transmitted. 

Ettraet  of  a  letter  ftom  Lientenant  Governor  Gore  to 
Colonel  Clans,  Deputy  Superintendent  Genersl  of 
Indian  Affairs. 

ToBK  Place,  Feb.  26, 1811. 
,  In  further  notice  of  Mr.  Elliott's  letters  to  you, 
it  is  desirable  that  you  should  desire  him  to  he 
i&ore  than  usually  circumspect  in  his  communi- 
cations with  the  Indians,  so  as  to  leave  no  pos* 
uble  suspicion  of  favoring  their  projected  hostil- 


ities agaibst  the  United  States  of  America.  Yoft 
will,  therefore,  direct  him,  as  occasion  may  oflRsr, 
to  impress  upon  the  Indians  the  certainty  of  even* 
toal  misfortune  to  themselves  from  any  attack  on 
the  whites ;  to  point  out  to  them  that  the  Amer- 
icans are  become  so  strong,  that  any  effort  on 
their  part  to  prevail  bv  arms  roust  be  in.  vain  ; 
and,  that  it  is  from  such  an  assurance,  and  out  of 
regard  to  their  safety,  comfort,  and  hanpiness,  that 
their  great  father  expreaaly  forbids  that  any  en* 
couragement  shoold  be  arnvded  to  th^m  in  any 
warlike  enterprise. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  l^oster. 

DBPAHTMBlfT  OF  StATB,  ^tlflC  8,  1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  June  1st,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  relating  to 
several  British  seamen  who  are  stated  to  have 
entered  into  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Without  repeating  tvhat  I  had  the  honor  to 
state  to  you  in  a  personal  interview  respecting  the 
deserter  from  the  Gleaner,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
armed  party  from  that  vessel,  who  pursued  him 
some  distance  into  the  country,  I  shall  confine 
my  remarks  to  your  complaint  of  the  detention 
of  British  seamen  in  American  vessels,  twenty- 
eight  of  whom  are  aaid  to  have  been  on  board  the 
Ooostitution.  Although  the  fact  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted on  the  evidence  produced,  because  it  is 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  yet  it 
will  be  inquired  into.  It  is  also  possible  that  the 
seamep  so  detained,,  admitting  the  fact  of  their 
detention,  may  have  become  legally  American 
citizens ;  in  which  case,  they  must  be  protected 
as  such.  The  Government  of  the  United  Stales 
can  make  no  distinction  between  native  and  nat- 
uralized citizens^  as  has  been  already  remarked  to 
yoo.  I  repeat,  also,  that  your  Government  can- 
not object  to  this  rule,  because  the  British  sUtute 
nati^ralizes,  %p§ofactOf  all  alien  seamen  who  shall 
have  been  two  years  on  board  a  British  ship  of 
war,  and  considers  them,  equally  with  natives, 
within  the  allegiance  and  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  Great  Britain. 

The  principal  object  of  your  letter  seems  to  be, 
to  find  some  analogy  between  the  American  prac- 
tice, with  respect  to  seamen,  aod  the  British  (^ac- 
tice;  and  to  deduce  from  the  former  a  jasttfica- 
tion  of  the  latter.  Permit  me  to  note  the  differ- 
ence, or  rabher  the  contrast,  between  them. 

The  regulations  of  the  United  States  prohibit 
the  enlistment  of  aliens  into  their  vessels  of  war. 
No  such  regulations  exist  on  the  side  of  Great 
Britain. 

Enlistments  hy  force,  or  impressments,  are  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  Tt)is 
mode  of  procuring  crews  for  the  public  ships  is 
not  only  practised  by  Great  Britain  within  her. 
legal  jurisdiction,  but  is  exteaded  to  foreign  ves- 
sels on  the  high  seas,  with  abuses  which  aggravate 
the  outrage  to  the  nations  to  whom  the  vessels 

belong.  tr  •      *. 

Most  of  the  Slates  composing  our  Union  have 
enactedkwf  providing  for  the  restoration-of  aea 
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mea  abandoitiDg  the  aerriee  of  merdiaDC  restelt, 
to  which  they  were  bonnd  by  roluntary  engaee- 
roent.  If  no  proTisioa  has  been  made  for  the 
surrender  of  the  deserters  from  public  ships,  it  is 
because  such  deserters,  although  in  many  in- 
stances forced  into  the  service,  would  be  deemed 
malefactors,  and  punishable  as  such ;  and  it  is  not 
the  practice  of  any  country,  particularly  of  (^eat 
Britain^  to  surrender  malefactors  without  a  stip- 
ulation, which  is  always  reciprocal.  In  Great 
Britain  we  know  from  experience  that  no  provi- 
sion exists  for  restoring  American  seamen  to  our 
merchant  vessels,  even  to  the  fi^Ifilment  of  their 
voluntary  engagements;  and  if  deserters  from 
American  ships  of  war  are  ever  restored,  it  is  by 
the  courtesy,  not  the  legal  duty,  or  perhaps  au- 
thority, of  British  naval  commanders,  and  from 
the  policy  of  recommending  a  practice  which,  if 
mutual,  must  be  evidently  in  favor  of  the  British 
aervice — ^the  desertion  from  it  being  so  eommou, 
in  comparison  with  that  from  the  service  of  the 
United  States< 

You  observe  that  your  Government  has  charged 
you  to  state,  that  it  will  continue  to  give  the  most 
positive  orders  against  the  detention  of  American 
citizens  on  boara  British  ships  of  war.  If  these 
orders  were  to  prohibit  the  impressments  of  sea- 
men from  American  vessels  at  sea,  the  great 
source  of  the  evil,  they  would  have  been  a  wet- 
come  proof  of  the  disposition  to  do  justice  and 
promote  a  good  understanding  between  the  two 
countries.  Nothing  short  of  this  can  be  an  ade- 
.  quate  remedy,  and  the  United  States  are  known 
to  be  ready  to  substitute  to  the  practice  the  most 
liberal  arrangements  on  the  subject.  But  suppose 
the  orders  to  be  given  as  signified,  and  in  the  lat- 
itude and  form  promising  most  efficacy,  how  could 
they  restore  that  part  of  the  thousands  of  our 
citizens  who  have  oeen  impressed  or  passed  into 
ships  stationed  or  cruising  in  remote  parts  of  the 
globe  ?  But  it  is  signtHed  only  that  your  Gov- 
ernment will  continue  to  give  orders  against  the 
detention  of  American  citizens  on  board  British 
ships  of  war.  It  (bllows  that  they  are  to  be  de- 
tained, as  heretofore,  until  formal  i»roof  can  bie 
produced  to  the  British  Admiralty,  in  each  par- 
ticular instance,  that  the  seamen  is  a  native  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States ;  the  difficulty  aiid  delay 
in  doing  which  are  too  obvious  to  need  explana- 
tion. Nor  is  this  the  only  cause  of  complaint. 
When  such  proof  has  been  produced  to  the  British 
Admiralty,  a  direct  refusal  is  made  to  the  discham 
of  the  seaman,  if  he  has  resided  in  Gfeat  Britain, 
shall  have  married  there,  or  shall  have  accepted 
the  bounty  given  to  seamen  voluntarily  entering 
the  service,  although  the  American  seamen,  after 
having  been  forced  into  the  Service,  have  accepted 
the  bonntv  either  to  relieve  their  wants,  or  other- 
wise to  alleviate  their  condition.  I  omit  other 
causes  of  detention  which  might  be  mentioned. 
Add  to  the  whole,  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  prove 
that  the  seamen  taken  from  American  vessels  are 
not  subjects  of  Great  Britain  nor  the  iuibjects  of 
her  enemy.  It  has  been  the  invariable  practice 
of  the  British  cruisers  to  include  in  their  impress- 
ments from  American  vessds  the  citizens  and 


subjects  of  every  neutral  nation,  even  where  it 
was  known  that  they  were  such  ;  and  no  insuoee 
it  is  believed,  can  be  given  of  the  sUceessof  as 
application  for  the  restoration  of  such  neiitnl 
aliens  to  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

These  observations  cannot  fail,  as  I  pmome, 
to  satisfy  yoiL  ^ir.  how  little  ground  yoarOor- 
em  men  t  has  for  tne  complaints  stated  in  y  cor  let- 
ter, and  how  much  the  United  States  hive  for 
those  they  have  so  longandsostrenuoosl7.bat, 
at  the  same  time,  so  ineffectually  presented,  la 
behalf  of  their  injured  mariners,  i  have  the  hon- 
or to  be,  dbc.  JAMfiS  MONROE. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster. 

Department  of  State,  June  10, 1812. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  letters  of  the  7th  aod 
8th  instant,  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receire 
from  you,  disclaiming  any  agency  of  your  Qov- 
ernment  in  promoting  the  hostility  of  the  lodiaos, 
it  is  my  doty  to  communicate  to  you  sach  infor- 
mation as  has  been  transmitted  to  this  Gotcto- 
ment  on  the  subject,  at  different  periods,  since  (be 
year  1807.  From  these  documents  it  appears, 
that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  dispositioo  of 
your  Gk>veromcnt,  the  conduct  of  its  subordinate 
agents  has  tended  to  excite  the  hostHity  of  those 
tribes  towards  the. United  States. 

In  estimating  the  comparative  evidence  oathis 
subject,  it  is  impossible  not  to  recollect  the  com- 
munication lately  made  to  this  Governmeot  r^ 
spectiag  the  conduct  of  Sir  James  Craig  in  aoo- 
tner  important  transaction,  which,  it  appears,  was 
proved  dv  Lord  Liverpool.  I  have  the  hoDor  to 
be,  dbc.  JAMES  MONROE. 

[The  following  papers  are  those  rdferred  to  and  endond 
in  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  of  June  10.] 

Extracts  ofUtten  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  firm  Co- 
tain  Dunham,  of  the  United  Statee^  Army,  dated 

MioHiLiMACKiNAC,  JHoy  24, 1807. 

There  appears  to  be  a  very  general  and  extea- 
sive  movement  among  the  savages  in  this  qoa^ 
ter.  Belts  of  wampum  are  rapidt)r  circulatiof 
from  one  tribe  to  another,  and  a  spirit  is  prerail- 
ing  by  no  means  pacific.  The  enclosed  talk,  wbieh 
has  been  industriously  spread  among  thein,oeedt 
no  comment. 

There  is  certainly  misehuf  at  the  bottm^w 
there  can  be  no  doubt  in  my  mind  but  that  the 
object  and  intention  of  the  great  Maniton,  or  see* 
ond  Adam,  under  the  pretence  of  restoring  totjie 
aborigines  their  former  independence,  and  to  the 
savage  character  its  ancient  energies,  is.  in  realitj) 
to  induce  a  general  effort  to  rally,  and  to  striu 
somewhere  a  desperate  blow. 

Extract  from  a  talk  delivered  at  Le  Marou^tmit 

entrance  of  Lake  Michigan,  by  the  Indian  Chief  U 

Biagoms,  or  the^  T)roui,  JUay  1, 1807. 

I  am  the  father  of  the  Engliih,  of  the  FreoeB. 

of  the  Spaniards,  and  of  the  Indians.    I  creatN 

the  first  man,  who  was  the  common  father  oftU 

these  people,  as  well  as  yourselves^  and  itisthroa;« 
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bim,  whoia  I  bare  awaked  frqm  bit  long  f leep, 
tbac  I  now  address  you.  Bui*  the  American$  I 
did  not  make,  .Th€yarenolmychiidr€ii,inUths 
chitdrem  ^  the  evil  spirit.  They  grew  from  the 
scum  of  the  great  waiers,  Wbeo  it  was  troubled 
by  the  eril  spirity-and  the  froth  was  dri?en  into 
the  iwoods  by  a  strong  east  wind.  They  are  nu- 
merons,  bat  I  haie  ih^m.  My  children^  yott  mni t 
B4>c  speA  of  this  uUt  to  the  whites — it  mu$t  be 
biddeo  from  tbem.  I  am  now  on  the  earth,  seat 
by  the  Great  Spirit  to  instruct  yon.  i*ach«  vil«- 
lage  mast  tead  me  twoor  mort  principal  Chiefs 
to  represent  you,  thai  y on  nay  be  taught*  The 
bearer  of  this  talk  will  point  out  to  yotf  the  paib 
to  m y  wigwaip.  I  could  not  eome  myself  to  A.bre 
Chocie,  because  the  world  is  changed  from.  what, 
it  wrmm.  It  is  broken  and  leaoa  down,  and,  at  it 
drciinea,  the  Cbippewaa  and  all  beyond  will  fall 
off  ttod  die^  Therefore,  yon  must  come  and  see 
me,  mud  be  iDstEected.  Those  viilages  who  do 
not  listes  to  this  talk,  and  send- ow  tw^  deputies) 
will  be  cut  off  from  the  face  4if  ihe  ear(ht 

From  Captain  Dunham  to  ^  Secretary  of  State, 

MioBiUtfAOKJNAO^  Augwi  30,  1607i 
The  eeose  of^tbe  hoatile  feelings  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians  is  principetly  to  be  attribaied  to  tbe 
influeace  of  A^reignera  trading  in  U^e  country.    > 

-  JEFFERBQHVJI^Le,  FaLLS  OF  ObiO| 

April  14, 1808. 
A  young  man  from  the  Delaware  towos  cam^ 
to  ioform  roe  that  a  Pottawatomie  lodian  had. 
arrived  at  the  towns  with  a  speech  from  the  Brit- 
ish in  which  they  were  informed  that  they  (the 
Sritt»h)  were  upon  the  point  of  commeocing  hos- 
tilities against  the  United  States,  and  requesting 
the  Dela wares  to  join  them. 

From  General  WOHam  Clark,    , 

St,  Louts,  4pnl  30, 1809.  - 
.  I  have  tbe  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a*  copy  of  a 
letter  which  confirms  my  suspicions  of  the  Brit*< 
ish  interference'  with  our  lodian  afiairs  in  this 
country. 

Extrpd  rrferred  to  above. 

I  ftDA  at  present  in  the  Are,  reeeiviog  Indian 
news  every  day.  A  Chief  of  the  Puant  nation 
appears. to  be  employed  by  the  British  to  g^t  all 
tne  nations  of  Indians  to  Detroit,  to  see  their  fatb- 
ers  the  British,  who  tell  them  thtlt  they  pity  their 
sitaatioDswith  the  Americans,  because  the  Amer- 
icans had  taken  rheir  lands  and  their  game ;  that 
they  mast  join,  and  send  them  off  from  their  lands. 
1*hey  told  the  savages  that  the  Americans  would 
ZBot  give  tbem  a  blanket,  nor  anything  good  for 
ifaeir  faoiiliee.  Thfey  etid  they  bad  b«t  ene  fother 
xlxtx  bad  helped  then  in  their  mieCbrtanes  %  and 
ibat  they  woald  assemble,  defend  their  Ailher,aad 
Iceep  their  lands.  It  appnM  that  four  English 
subjects  have  been  at  Hivi^e  h  la  Roche  this 
-^ivioter,  in  di^uise;  they  have. been  there  to  get 
xbe  nations  toother,  and  send  tbero  on  the  Amer-. 
scan  frontiers.  The  Indians  are  poshed  on  by  oor 
enemies  to  take  the  fort  at  B^llevuf. 
\  2th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 59 


From  Samufi  Tktpperf  Mian  Faetar^ 

Sam ODsrv,  Jtme  7, 16091 
The  conduct  of  British  traders  in  introfjncing 
spirituous  liquors  ainong  the  Indians  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  and  their  determined  hostility  to 
the  measures  of  our  Qovernmentj  have  long  been 
sttbje4;ts  of  complaint. 

From  Governor  Wilham  HulL 

Dgtboit,  June  16, 1808. 
The  influence  of  the  Prophet  has  Jbeen  great, 
aod  his  anvioe  to  the  Indians  injurious  to  thao^ 
and  the  United  States.  The  powerful  influence 
of  the. British  has  been  exerted  in  a  way  alluring 
to  the  savage  character. 

Fnm  voverttpT  ixurmoon*'  . 

.  VnfoBmiBa^iiiiMU,  1810. 
An  Iowa  Indian  informs  me,  that  two  years  ago 
this  Summer,  an  agent  from  the  Brttlsh  arrived 
at  the  Prophet's  town,  and,  in  his  presence^  der 
livered  tbe  message  with  wliich  he  tras  charged  ; 
th^  sobstance  of  which  vrt^K  to  urge  the  Prophet 
to  unite  ii^  many  tribes  as  ne  could  against  th^ 
United  States,  but  not  to  commence  hostilities 
until  they  ^ave  the  tignaL  From  this  man,  and 
others  of  his  nation,  Ilearn  that  the  Prophet  haa 
been  constantly  soliciting  their  own  and  other 
tribes  of  the  Mississippi  to  join  them  agalnsl  tbe 
United  States. 

• 

IVom  Governor  Harrhon^ 

ViNCENNESi  July  18, 1810. 
^  A  considerable  nmnber  of  Sacs  went,  some  time 
since,  to  vee  the  British  superintendent,  and,  on 
the  1st  instant,  flfry  more  passed  Chicago  for  the 
same  destination.  A  Miami  Chief,  who  has  just 
rettimed  from  bis  unnoal  visit  to  Maiden,  ai\er 
having  received  the  accustomed  donation  of  goods,  - 
was  thus  addressed  by  the  British  agent:  '*  M y 
son)  keep  yoof-  eyes  fixed  on  me ;  my  tomahawk 
is  now  up )  be  you- ready,  but  do  not  strike  until 
I  i^re  tbe  tign^l.** 

'  From  General  Wtttuun  Chrk. 

St.  Louis,  July  20, 1810. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  Sacs  are  on  a  visit  to  the 
British  agent^  by  invitation,  and  a  small  party  on , 
a  visit  to  the  island  of  St.  Joseph,  in  Lake  Huron. 
From  Uenernor  Samoon* 

ViircEiiN6£S  July  25, 1810. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  designs  of  the 
Prophet  and  the  Britij^b  Agent  of  Indian  Affairs 
to  do  ns  injury.  This  agent  is  a  refugee  from  tbe 
neighborhood  ef  *— ^— ,  aod  bis  inaplacable  hatred 
to  his  nptive.  country  proqpipted  bfin  to  take  part 
with  tbe  Indians  in  the  battle  between  them  and 
General  Waynes  army.  He  has,  ever  since  his 
apppintment  to  the  principal  agency,  used  his 
utmost  endeavors  to  excite  hostilities;  and  the 
lavish  manner  iii  which  be  is  allowed  to  scatter 
presents  among  them  shoa»  that  his  Gktvemment 
participates  ia  his  enmity,  and  author izee  hia 
measures. 

f^rom  Governor  HulL 

DfiTaoiT,  July  27, 1810. 
Laffe  bodiea  of  Indians  f^om  the  westward  and 
sotttb^ward.  eonUnna  to  vi^t  the  British  poit  at 
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Amherstbnrg,  and  are  supplied  witK  provisions, 
arms,  ammuiiitioD,  Ac.  Much  more  atteDtion  is 
paid  to  them  than  ntoal. 

Extract  from  the  speech  of  Red  Jacket,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  the  other  deputies  of  tlu  Six  Natums. 
Febrtiary,  1810. 

Brother  :  Sioce  you  hare  had  some  disputes 
with  the  British  GorernmeDt,  their  agents  in  Can<^ 
ada  not  only  endeavored  to  make  the  Indians  at 
the  Westward  your  eaemi^,  but  they  have  sent  a 
wAr^belt  amongst  our  warriors,  to  poison  their 
mtndSj  aod  make  them  bteak  their  foith  with  you. 
At  the  same  time,  we  had  information  that  the 
British  had  eireulated  war -belts  among  the  Weit* 
ern  Indians,  and  wilhin  ypur  territory. 

JrVofii  Jonft  •AMiMOfiy  Ifuuan  Agent* 

Port  Wayne,  August  7, 1810. 
Since  writing  to  yott  on  the  25th  ultimo,  about 
one  hundred  men  of  the  Saukies  have  returned 
from  the  British  agent,  who  supplied  them  liber- 
ally with  everything  they  stood  in  want  of.  The 
party  received  forty-seven  rifles  and  a  number  of 
fusils,  with  pleotv  of  powder  an^  lead.  This  is 
sending  fireoranos  into  the  Mississippi  country, 
inasmuch  as  it  will  draw  numbers  of  our  Indians 
to  the  British  side,  in  the  hope  of  being  treated 
with  the  same  liberality. 

From  Gowemv  Mayri^on* 

.VuiCEicNSa,  February  6, 1811. 
If  thjB  intentions  of  the  British  Oovernment  nve 
pacific,  the  Indian  Department. of  Upper  Canada 
nave  not  been  made  acquainted  with  them;  for 
they  have  very  lately  said  everything  to  the  In- 
dians who  have  visited  them,  to  excite  them 
against  us. 

From  John  Johnmm* 

Fort  Watne,  /^AriMiry  8, 1811.    . 
~  has  been  at  this  place.    The  infor ma« 


tion  derived  from  him  is  the  same  I  have  been  in 
possession  of  for  severai  years,  to  wit,  the  intrigues 
of  the  British  agents  and  partisans  in  creating  an 
influence  hostile  to  our  people  and  Government 
within  our  territory. 

From  Mr,  Irwin,  Mdiam  Factor, 

Chicaoo,  May  13. 1811. 
An  assemblage  of  the  Indians  is  to  take  place 
on  a  branch  of  tl^e  Illinois,  by  the  influence  of  the 
Prophet.    The  result  will  be  hostile,  in  the  event 
of  a  war  with  Great  Britain. 

From  Gmfemet  Hmrieon, 

ViNCENNEs,  Sefptember  17, 1811. 
states  that  almost  every  Indian  from  the 


countrv  above  this  had  been,  or  were  then  gone, 
to  Maiden,  on  a  visit  to  the  British  agent.  We 
shall  probebly  gain  our  destined  point  kX  the  mo- 
ment of  their  return.  If,  then,  the  British  agents 
are  really  endeavoring  to  instigate  the  Indians  fo 
make  war  upon  us,  we  shall  be  in  their  neighbor- 
hood at  the  very  moment  when  the  impressions 
which  have  been  made  against  us  are  more  ac- 
tive in  the  minds  of  the  savages. 

"  "  succeeded  in  geniiig  the  efaiefs  togfecber 
at  Fbrt  Wayne,  though  he  foundthem  all  prepar- 


ing^ to  go  fo  Maiden.  The resultof  the  conocil dis- 
covered that  the  whole  tribes  (including  the  Was 
and  Eel  Rivers,  for  they  are  all  Miamics)  were 
about  equally  divided  in  favor  of  the  Prophet  aod 
the  United  States.  Lafrouaier,  the  Wea  chief. 
whom  I  before  mentioned  toyouasbeiogsedoeed 
by  the  Prophetj  was  repeatedly  asked  bf  -— ^ 
what  land  it  was  that  he  was  determined  to  defend 
with  Ins  blood— whether  it  was  that  which  was 
ceded  by  the  late  treaty  or  not  I  But  he  woold 
give  no  answer. 

■  '■  reports  that  all  the  Indians  of  the  Wi- 
barh  have  been,  or  now  are,  on  a  visit  to  the  Briusk 
agent  at  Maiden.  He  has  never  known  oiw- 
fourtb  as  many  goods  given  to  the  Indiaasuaie 
now  distribatin|[.  He  examauBd  the  share  of  oae 
man,  <aot  a  ehief,)  and  found  that  he  had  r< 
ceived  ai  elegant  rifle,  twentw-five  pounds  of  pow- 
der, fifty  pounds  of  lead,  three  blankeis,  three 
strouds  or  oletb^  ten  shirts,  and  several  other 
aitteles.  Ho  saya  that  every  lodiaa  is  fnroithcd 
with  a  gun  (either  rifle  or  fusii)  and  anaboodaDM 
of  ammunition.  A  trader  of  this  countrf  wis 
lately  in  the  King's  store  at  Maiden, and  was  told 
that  the  ^uantitv  of  goods  for  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment which  baa  been  sent  out  this  year  ezeeed«<i 
that  of  common  years  by  twenty  thousand  potinds 
sleriing.  It  is  impossible  to  aeeribe  this  profQ- 
sion  to  any  other  motive  than  that  of  instigating 
the  Indians  to  take  up  the  tomahawk.  It  caaoot 
be  to  secure  their  trade ;  for  all  the  peltries  col- 
lected on  the  waters  of  the  Wabash  in  one  jetr, 
if  sold  in  the  London  market,  would  not  paf  (he 
freight  of  the  goods  which  have  been  giren  to 
the  Indians. 

I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  tendeocy  of 
the  British  measures  is  hostility  to  us. 

From  Governed  WiUie  BloutU. 

N^aiiviLLE,  September  II,  1811. 
There  is  in  this  place  a  very  noted  Chief  of  the 
Chickasa  ws,  a  man  of  truth,  who  wishes  the  Presi- 
dent shouM  be  informed  that  that  there  is  a  coib- 
blnation  of  the  Northern  Indians,  promoted  by  the 
English,  to  unite  in  falling  on  the  frontier  settl^ 
ments,  and  are  inviting  the  Southern  tribes  to 
join  them. 

F^rem  Chvemot  Ninian  Edwards. 

«  •  ■ 

Cahokia.  St.  Clair  Courtt, 
Illinote  Territory  AprU  25, 1812. 
The  opinion  of  the  celebrated  British  trader 
Diion  is,  that,  in  the  event  of  a  British  war,  all 
the  Indians  will  be  opposed  to  us,  and  be  hopes 
to  engage  them  in  hostility  by  making  peace  be- 
tween the  Sioux  and  Chippewas,  two  rery  Urg* 
nations,  and  getting  them  to  declare  against  as. 

£aFiriicr  e/«  ktterfitm  Mmm  Edward,  Esq.,  G9- 
emor^  Ms  Etiswie  Tbrsfora^  t9  ike  Seardmy^ 
War,  dated 

iLLiiroiB  TsHRiToftr,  Jam.  25, 181S. 
Many  of  those  Indians  certainly  contemplite 
joining  the  British.  They  are  in  the  habit  of 
visiting  Fort  Maiden  annually;  and,  as  soon  as 
they  are  prepared  for  their  departure  thither,  tber 
will  (as  I  believe  they  have  already  deciafed) 
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make  ioroads  apoo  oar  setllemeots,  as  well  to  take 
scalps  as  to  steal  horses. 

Sxirad^  a  ieUerfirom  H^SAMun.  Clark  ie  ilu  Seen* 

iiry^fWmr,daUd, 

Si*.  Loins,  JVfrrttOTV  1^.  1812. 
If  possession  was  taken  ^  of  a  poinf  about  the 
moutn  of  Fox  rirer,  where  it  enters  into^  Green 
bay^  eommomeaifoiM  wonld  be  eut  off  between 
the  traders  and  Indians  on  the  Mississippi,  below 
Prairie  do*  Cbien  and  the  British  tradrng-booses 
on  the  lakes.  SmuggHoff  mi^bt  be  prevented 
tfarouehthat  channel.  Mr.  Dickson  and -thoee 
British  traders,  who  are  also  agents,  who  hare 
sBiQgeted  tftt  iimnense  Quantity  of  ffoods  through 
tbatenannel  this  year,  and  nowln  the  Mississippi, 
cobM  be  taiight  on  their  r^orn  as  tbey  go  oat  in 
the  Spriog.  This  description  of  people  grasp  at 
erery  means  in  their  powef  to  wean  the  airec- 
tioos  of  the  Indians  from  anytbing^  that  is  AiBeri* 
can  ^  haTinff  it  in  their  power  to  make  large  pres- 
ents to  the  lodiansj  the  most  of  whom  art  to  be 
bought,  and  by  thin  means  create  great  <liflculty 
wherever  they  have  an  inflneiyce.  ' 

tixtrwtU  of  a  ktUrJrma  Mm  ShmWt  JBf^  Jndi0m 
AgvU,  to  tU  Satrttqry  of  Wor^dated 

Fort  Wavti b,  lOih  o/M  fkanih,  1812. 
It  appears  that  the  hostile  dis(k>sition  of  the  to- 
diaos,  confederated  under  the  Shawanese  Prophet, 
that  so  recently  manifested  itself  in  the  conflict 
on  the  Wabash,  is  not  yet  changed^  By  everv- 
thing  that  I  am  able  to  learn,  they  are  secretly 
plottiDg  to  strike  an  effective  blow  on  oar  fron- 
tier, and  it  is  said  that  they  hare  been  this  win* 
ter  invited  by  the  British  agent  at  Fort  Maiden 
to  pay  him  a  visit;  and  I  beHeve  it  is  a  fact  that 
a  considerable  number  of  them  have  recently  gone 
to  that  place  with  a  view  of  procOring  ammuni* 
tion. 

A  speech  is  also  said  to  hive  been  recently  sent 
to  Wionemac,  aPottawatamie  chief,  from  Blliott, 
the  Brilisii  agent,  but  to  what  purpose  I  have 
not  jet  been  aole  to  learn. 

Bxtraett  of  a  Utter  from  JbAn  Show,  Biq.,  h^dian 
Agent  f  to  the  Steretary  of  War,  dated 

Fort  Wavhb,  Uio/M  montk^  1812. 

It  has  been  reported  by  a  Miami^  Indian,,  who 
was  banting  a  few  miles  from  this,  that  twenty- 
foar  Indiana  of  the  Sbawanese  Prophet's  band, 
eoroposed  of  Winaebagoes,Kicl^poos.aad  Shaw- 
aaese,  passed  his  camp  aiboat  six  days  ago,  oa 
their  way  to  Sandusky,  lor  a  quantity  of  ponder 
and  ItMj  which  they  said  was  to  be  seat  them 
from  Canada. 

It  also  appears,  from  the  statements  of  a  gentleo 
man  of  Detroit,  that  the  Morpoek,  (Potinwatamie 
Chiei;)  with  a  small  partf  of  Indians,  has  beea, 
for  a  cooeiderable  time  past,  encatoped  on  the 
river  Raisin,  and  constanUy  getting  prorisions 
from  the  British  at  Fort  Maiden ;  and  that  it  is 
firmly  believed  that  he  is  waiting  for  a  signal 
from  Elliott,  the  British  ageat,  to  commanoe  hes^ 
tilitiea  on  oar  frontier.        . 


fixtraet  of  a  letter  from  Robert  Foreytkf  JSsg^  to  Cap* 
tain  khea,  commanding  at  Fort  Wayne,  dated 

FoHT  Wayne,  March  10, 1812. 

I  bare  no  doubt  bat  those  Indians  that  passed 
this  post  some  time  ago  are  a  deputation  sent  to 
the  British'  garrison  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
ammaoition. 

The  Morpocit,  a  Pottawatamie  chief,  wintered 
at  river  Huron,  about  twenty  miles  from  toe  gar- 
rison of  Amherstburg,  and  has  drawn,  proTisious 
and  ammotnition  during  the  whole  winter;  he 
has  about  twenty  men  with  him. 

BaOrmet  ^  mletterfym  B.  F.  fifidbM^  Beq,^  huKmm 
Agents  t0  Hie  BmeUmey  WUkmn  Ml  Marrimn^ 
dated 

FoftT  Watnb,  April  18, 1812. 
Mr.  Bhaw^has  iofiirmed  yoa  that  tweaty-foar 
of  the  Prophet's  band  bad  passed  this,  place,  in 
the  last  of  February^  for  Fort  Maiden,  to  receive 
ammunition  which  was  proinised  to  be  ready  for 
them.  They  returned  on  the  4th  instant,  with 
as  much  gunpowder,  lead,  and  new  fusils,  as  they 
could  carry. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster. 
DcFAaTMBIIT  0F.STATB|7kne  10, 1812» 

StR :  I  have  the  honor  to  traasmit  to  yon,  for 
the  infoimatibn  td  your  Government,  the  enclosed 
papers^  Nos«  1  and  8,  in  relation  to  WilUnm  Helbf  , 
alias  William  Bowman,  a  sailor  belonging  to  the 
United  States*  sloop  W  war  the  Hornet,  for  whom 
Lord  Castlereagh,  on  the  flOih  ot  February,  whta 
his  Lordship  supposed  that  vessel  warn  io  a  Brit* 
ish  port,  informed  Mr.  Russell  that  awrit  of  Ao- 
heae  corpue  would  be  issued  and  enforced  by  the 
legai  authprity  of  Great  Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  dbe. 

JAM£S  MONROB. 

A.  J:  FoSTEB,  Esq.,  dbe. 

No.  1. 

,  NavT  DBPARTMUrV,  Jufy  2, 1810< 

Sib  :  Having  seen  the  deposition  of  Rlisabeth 
B.  Bowman,  in  the  ease  of  Williftm  Bowman, 
alias  William  Helby,  alias  William  Blhy,  said  Co 
have  been  com)»elied  by  foree  to  enter  oa  board 
the  Hornet,  I  wrote  to  Captain  Lawrence,  com- 
nMod^  of  the  Hornet,  for  iaformation  upon  the 
snbjeot,  and  have  received  from  him  the  paper 
whiob  I  have  the  bonOr  ef  transmitting  herewith. 
Iccan  be  eearoly  necessary  for  me  lo  remark, 
that  neither  the  laws  nOr  iisages  of  oor  cettntry 
would  sanetion  any  oompulsory  means  to  induee 
persons  to  enter  the  narf  of  the  Unhed  States. 
1  am.  with  great  respect,  air, 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

The  Hon.  the  Sbcrbtabt  op  State. 

.     ■    No2. 

Unitbd  States'  sbip  Hobnbt, 

Aeip  York,  June,  2, 1812. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that,  in  consequence  of  not 
being  aUe  to  get  a  berth  on  .board  a  merchant 
ship,  and  being  absolutely  in  wnnt  of  bread|  I 
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was  induced  to  ent^as  a  seaman  od  board  the 
Rornet,  and  for  that  purpose  repaired  to  her  ren- 
dezTOus,  then  open  in  Philadelphia,  and  yolunta- 
rtljr  entered  with  Lieutenant  Cassin,  on  the  3d 
July,  1811,  to  serve  the  United  States  of  Atnei-ica 
honestly  and  faithfully  for  the  term  of  two  years, 
unless  sooner  discharged.  At  the  tiai^  I  shipped, 
I  declare  that  I  was  perfectly  sober,  and  that,  as 
soon  as  I  had  received  my  three  months' advance, 
I  we^t  on  bo^rd  the  gunboat,  then  lying  ofi*  the 
navy  yard  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  men 
shipped  for  the  Hornet,  accompanied  by  the  u$- 
eer  conraianding  her  and  the  landlord  of  the 
leadezvoits ;  and  I  aobmt^ly  declare  that  no  force 
vliAtw^r  was  used  to  eorapel  me  to  eottr  the 
service,  or  to  get  me  on  board  the  gunboat.- 

WILLIAM  HELBY. 
Jos.  Smoot,  Midtkipman,  U,  8,  N,  (  ^.;   ^^^ 
JkcOB  M.  Jacobs,  CaptoM^  CUrk,  J  nitneHes. 

,        Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

«■' 

WASHiNotoN,  June  10, 1812. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  extremely  satisfactory  to  me 
to  find,  by  yonr  letter  dated  June  6,  which  I  had 
the  honbr  to  receive  yesterday  morning,  that  it 
was  not  the  wish  of  the  Aniencan  Government 
to  close  all  further  discussion  rdative  to  the  im- 
portant question  at  issiie  between  the  two  ooub- 
tries;.  i  beg  yon  to  be  assured,  sir,  that  it  never 
was  my  intention,  in  aUoding  to  my  letters  which 
had  remained  without  answer  at  your  office,  to 
uae  any  expressions  whieb  would,  in  the  most  re- 
mote manner,  contain  any  thing  personal.'  I 
•hall  ever  be  ready^  with  pleaaure,  to  bear  testi- 
mony to.  that  frankness,  candor,  and  good  tem- 
per, which  so  eminent  If  distinguish  you,  and  have 
been  acknowledged  -to  belong  to  yoo  by  all  who 
have  ever  had  the  honor  to  discuss  with  you  any 
question  of  public  interest. 

But,  sir,  although  you  were  not  backward  in 
entering  into  full  explanations  with  me  verbally, 
I  could  not  but  feel,  particularly  as  I  had  just 
had  communteations  to.  make  to  you  of  the  great- 
eat  importanee^  that  I  had  n  <right-  to-  expect 
from  youa  wntien  replv  to  them ;  and  whne  1 
remembered  thai  tw6  ot  ny  forilier  notes  were 
still  vnanswfrad,  the.  one  written  three  months 
•go,  containing,  among  other  important  topics,  a 
puffticolar  question  which  I  Wav  expressly  in- 
stmcted  to  put  to  you,  as  to  whether  you  would 

Sim  to  any  public  act  on  the  parr  of  the  French 
yveniment  by  which  they  had  really  reveked 
their  deoraes,  and  the  ether  fumiiihing  strong  evt- 
daiaee  ef  the  continued  ^existence  of  those  decrees ; 
also,  when  I  perceived  ihft  my  note,  comnMinica* 
ting  the  Duke  of  Bassano'sreportfwhich^you  knew 
waa  to  be  sent  to  you  on  the  1st  instant,  was  not 
waited  for,  bytibat  a  message  wns  transmitted  by 
the  Executive  to  Congress,  which^  it  seems,  con- 
tained a  reference  to  an  insulated  passage  in  the 
despatch  on  which  my  note  wu  foornded,  that,  if 
taken  unconnected  with  what  preceded  or  fol- 
lowed, it  might  be  liable  to.  misconstruction,  I 
could  notavoki  apprehending  that  no  flacana  of 
turtfacrexplanation  might  be  left  open  to  lae. 


I  beg  you  to  be  assured,  sir,  that  if  I  was  em- 
barrassed by  your  demands  of  an  explanation,  as 
to  what  appeared  to  yoo  to  be  a  difference  between 
Lord  Castlereagh's  despatch,  communicated  to 
yoo,  and  miy  note,  it  arose  from  the  novelty  of  the 
demand,  that  seemed  to  invoWe  an  ioformaUty  of 
proceeding,  in  which  I  could  not  feel  myself  jus- 
tified in  acquiescing.  Had  you,  in  making  a  reply 
to  my  conununi cation,  asked  me  how  far  a  repeal 
of  the  French  decrees  was  demanded  by  my  Gor« 
ernment,  and  as  to  whether  a  aiiecicl  repeal  as  far 
as  respected  America  would  be  sufficient,  I  sbooid 
have  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  yoo  every  satii- 
faction. 

Your  note  of  the  6th  instant  has^  by  showing 
that  the  door  was  net  absolutely  abut  to  a  contia- 
nation  of  our  diacussion,  relieved  me  from  far- 
ther difficulty  on  this  point. 

I  have  no  hesitatiouysir,  in  aayiag,  that  Great 
Britain,  as  the  case  has  hitherto  ato^  never  did, 
nor  ever  could,  engage  without  the  grossest  injus- 
tice te  herself  and  her  alliesi  as  weii  as  to  otber 
neutral- nationS)  to  repeal  hec  orders  as  affecunn^ 
America  alone,^  leaving  thein  in  force  against 
other  States,  upon  condition  that  France  would 
except  singly  -  and  speciallf  America  from  the 
operation  of  h*^  decreed.  Yon  wHl  recollect, sir, 
that  the  Orders  in  Cottocil  are  measures  of  de- 
fence, directed  against  the  system  contained  in 
those  decrees;  that  it  is  a  war  of  .trade  which  is 
carried  on  by  France  $  that  what  you  call  the  mu- 
nicipal regulations  of  France  have  never  been 
ci^led  DQunicipal  by.  France  bers^U^  but  are  her 
main  engines  in  that  novel  and  mionstroas  system. 
It  cannot,  then,  he  expected  that  Great  Britain 
should  renounce  her  efforts  to  throw  back  upon 
France  the  evils  with  which  stie  menaces  Great 
Britain,  merely  because  France  might  seek  to 
alleviate  her  own  situation  by  waiving  the  exer- 
cise of  that  part  of  her  system  which  she  cannot 
enforce;. 

But,  sir,  to  what  purpose  argue  opoe  a  supposed 
case ;  upon  a  state  of  things  not  likely  to  occur, 
since  the  late  report  and  SetuUuM  thntuUun 
Which  have  been  published  to  the  world,  as  it  were, 
insultingly  in  the  face  of  thoae  who  would  con- 
tend that  any  tepeal  whatever  had  taken  plsee  of 
the  decrees  in  question  ? 

You  draw  a  comparfsbn  between  the  mode  in 
which  this  Instrument  has  appeared,  sod  that 
which  yon  call  the  high  evidence  of  the  repeal 
as  stated  in  Mr.  Chimpagny's  note;  and  it  would 
almost  seem  as  if  you  considered  the  Utter  as  the 
most  aothcntic  of  the  two;  but,  str,yo<i  eannot 
seriously  contend  that  the  Duke  of  Bassano's  re- 
port, with  the  SenaiUM  CkmtuUum  accompsoyiofr 
jt,  published  in  the  official  paper  of  Parts,  is  not  a 
very  different  inatnnnent  from  the  nbore  letter- 
ofering  n  nere  provisional  repeal  of  the  decrees, 
upon  conditions  utterly  inadmissible ;  coaditions, 
too;  which  really  formed  of  themselveBa  question 

bf  jmnramount  importatice.' 

-Tbecixidition  then  demanded,  and  whieh  wai 
brought  forward  so  unexpectedly,  was  a  repw 
of  the  blodmdeof  May,  1806,  which  Mr.  Pi»- 
pey,  in  the  letter  you  have  referred  me  to,  deela^ 
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ed  to  have  been  reqaired  by  America  as  iodh' 
pensable  in  the  view  of 'her  acts  of  intercourse 
tod  DOQ-interconrse,  as  well  as  a  repeal  of  other 
blockades  of  a  similar  character,  which'  were 
maiotained  by  Great  Britain  to  be  founded  on 
strict  maritime  right. 

The  conditions  now  annexed  to  the  French  de- 
mand are  much  more  extensive,  and,  as  I  bare 
showD,  include  a  surrender  of  many  other  of  the 
most  established  principles  of  the  public  law  of 
nations.  ' 

I  cannot,  I  confess,  see  upon  what  ground  you 
COD  tend  that  the  report  of  the  Duke  of  Bassano 
affords  no  proof  ajzainst  any  partial  repeal  of  the 
Freach  decreest  The  principles  advanced  in  that 
report  are  general  $  there  is'no  exception  made  in 
favor  of  America:  and  in  the  correspondence  of 
Mr.  Barlow,  as  officially  published,  he  seems  to 
allow  that  be  had  no  explanation  respecting  it. 
How  can  it,  therefore^  be  considered  in  any  other 
light  than  as  a  republication  of  tiie  decrees  them- 
selTes,  which,  as  it  were,  to  takeaway  all  grounds 
for  aay  doubt,  expressly  advances  a  doctrine  that 
•can  only  be  pat  in  practice  on  the  high  seas,  "vi^ : 
*'that  free  ships  snail  make  free  goods;"  since 
the  application  of  such  a  principle  to  ve5sels  in 
port  is  absolutely  rejected  under  his  Continental 
system. 

It  is,  indeed,  impossible  to  see  how;  under  such 
circumstances,  America  can  call  upon  Great  Brit^ 
ain  to  revoke  her  Orders  in  Council.  It  is  im- 
posisible  that  she  can  revoke  them  at  this  moment 
ID  common  justice  to  herself  and  her  allies ;  but, 
sir,  while  under  the  necessity  of  continuing  them, 
she  will  be  ready  to  manage  their  exercise  so  as 
to  alleviate  as  much  as  possible  the  pressure  upon 
America;  and  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure 
to  confer  with  you  at  any  time  upon  tne  most 
adrisable  maoner  of  producing'  that  effect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc.' 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 


Mr.  Momoe  to  Mr.  Foster. 

Department  op  State,  June  13, 1812. 

Sir:  I  am  not  aware  that  any  letter  of  yours, 
on  any  subject  on  which  the  final  decision  of  this 
Government  had  not  been  communicated  to  you. 
has  been  suffered  to  remain  without  a  prompt  and 
written  answer ;  and  even  in  the  eases  thus  sup- 
posed to  have  been  Settled,  which  yoQ  thought 
proper  to  revive,  although  no  favorable  chAoge 
had  taken  place  in  the  policy  or  measures  of  your 
Government,  I  have  never  failed  to  explain  to  you 
informally,  in  early  interviews,  the  reasons  which, 
made  it  imperiously  the  dutjr  or  the  United  States 
to  continue  to  afford  to  their  rights  and  interests 
all  the  protection  in  their  power.  The  acknowl- 
edgment of  this,  On  your  part,  was  due  to  the  fra'nk- 
ness  of  the  communications  which  have  passed 
between  us  on  the  highly  important  subjects  on 
which  we  have  treated,  and  l  am  happy  to  find, 
by  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  that,  in  relying' 
on  it,  I  have  not  been  disappointed. 

The  impropriety  of  the  demand  made  by  your 
'Government  of  a  copy  of  the  Instrumetn  or  in- 


structions given  by  the  French  Government  to 
its  cruisers,  after  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  wa^  sufficiently  shown  in  Mr. 
Pinkney's  letter  to  the  Marquis  Wellesley  of  the 
10th  of  December,  1810,  and  of  my  letters  to  you 
of  23d  July,  1811,  and  14rh  January  last. .  It  was 
for  this  reason  that  I  thouffht  it  more  suitable  to 
refer  you  to  those  letters  for  the  answer  to  that 
demand,  than  to  repent  it  in  a  formal  commani- 
eaiioQ. 

It  excites  however,  no  small  surprise  that  you 
should  continue  to  demand  a  copy  of  that  iostru- 
menty  or  any  new  proof  of  the  repeal  of  the  French 
decrees,  at  the  very  time  that  you  declare  that  the 
proof  which  yoa  demand,  in  the  extent  to  which 
we  have  a  right  to  claim  the  repeal,  would  no(,  if 
afforded,  obtain  a  corresponding  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council.  Thib  demand  is  the  more  ex« 
traordinary,  when  it  is  considered  that,  since  the 
repeal  of  the  decrees,  as  it  respects  the  United 
States,  was  announced,  your  Government  has  en- 
lar^^d  its  pretensions  as  to  the  conditions  on 
which  the  Orders  in  Council  should  be  repealed, 
and  even  invigorated  its  practice  under  them. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  fina  that  there  has  been  no 
misapprehension  of  the  condition,  without  which, 
your  Uovernment  refuses  to  repeal  the  Orders  in 
bonncil.  You  admit  that,  to  obtain  their  repeal, 
in  respect  to  the  United  States,  the  repeal  or  the 
French  decrees  must  be  absolute  and  uncondi* 
tional,  not  as  to  the  l/nited  States  only,  bat  as  to 
all  othe.r  neutral  nations;  nor  as  far  as  they  affect 
neutral  commerce  only,  but  as  they  operate  inter- 
nally and  affect  the  trade  in  British  manufactures 
with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain*  As  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  have  formed  a  principal  cause  of 
the  differences  which  u n ha npily  exist  between 
our  countries^  a  condition  ol  their  repeal,  com- 
municated in  any  authentic  document  or  manner, 
was  entitled  to  partijcuiar  attention;  and  sorely 
none  could  have  so  high  a  claim  to  it  as  the  letter 
from  Lord  Caistlereagb  to  you,  Aubmitted  by  his 
authority  to  my  view,  fur  the  express  purpose  of 
making  that  condition,  with  its  other  contents, 
known  to  this  Government.. 

With  this  knowledge  of  the  determination  of 
your  Government,  to  say  nothing  of  the  other 
conditions  annexed  to  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  devise  or  coa- 
ceiveany  arrangement  consistent  with  the  oonor, 
the  rights,  and  interests  of  the  United  States,  that 
could  be  made  the  basis,  or  become  the  result  of  a 
conference  on  the  subject.  As  the  President,  nev- 
ertheless, retains  his  solicitude  to  see  a  happy  ter- 
mination of  any  difference  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  wishes  that  every  opportunity,  however 
unpromising,  which  may  possibly  lead  to  it,  should 
be  taken  advantage  of,  1  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  ttiat  lam  ready  to  receive  and  pay  due  atten- 
tion  to  any  communications  or  propositions  hav- 
ing that  object  in  view  which  you  may  be  author- 
ized to  make. 

Under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  deemed 
most  advisable,  in  every  respect,  that  (his  should 
be  done  in  writing,  as  most  susceptible  of  tha  re- 
quisite precision,  and  least  liable  to  misapprebes" 
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sioD,  Allow  036  to  add.  that  U  U  equally  desira- 
ble that  it  should  be  done  without  delay.  By  this 
it  is  not  meant  to  preclude  any  additional  oppor- 
tunity which  may  be  afforded  by  a  personal  in- 
terview.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
A.  J.  Foster,  Esq.,  &c 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Washington,  June  14, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  13th  lost. 

ft  is  really  quite  painful  to  me  to  perceive  that, 
notwithstandiDff  the  length  of  the  discussions 
which  have  taken  place  between  us,  misappre- 
hensions have  again  arisen  respecting  some  of 
the  most  important  features  in  the  questions  at 
issue  between  the  two  countries,  which  misappre- 
hensions, perhaps,  proceeding  from  my  not  ex- 
pressing myself  sufficiently  clefir  in  my  note  of 
the  10th  inst.  in  relation  to  one  of  those  questions, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  should  be  done  away.  ^ 

I  beg  leave  again  to  state  Xo  you,  sir,  that  it  is 
not  the  operation  of  the  French  decrees  upon  the 
British  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain 
that  has  ever  formed  a  subject  of  discussion  be- 
tween us,  and  that  it  is  the  operation  of  those 
decrees  upon  Great  Britain,  through  neutral  com- 
merce only,  which  has  reallv  been  the  point  at 
issue.  Haa  America  resisted  the  effect  of  those 
decrees  in  their  full  extent  upon  her  neutral 
rights,  we  should  never  have  had  a  difference  upon 
the  subject ;  but  while  French  cruisers  continue 
to  capture  hex  ships  under  their  operation,  she 
seems  to  have  been  satisfied  if  those  ships  were 
released  by  special  Imperial  mandates,  issued  as 
the  occasion  arose,  and  she  has  chosen  to  call  niu- 
nicrpai  an  unexampled  assumption  of  authority 
by  France  in  countries  not  under  French  juris- 
diction, and  expressly  invaded  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  their  trade  with  England  upon  prioci- 

J^les  directly  applicable  to,  if  they  could  be  en- 
breed  against  America. 

I  beg  you  to  recollect^  sir,  that  if  no  revocation 
lias  been  made  of  the  Orders  in  Council^  upon 
any  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  as  hitherto 
shown  by  America  to  have  taken  place,  it  has  not 
been  the  fault  of  His  Majesty's  Government.  It 
was  France,  and  afterwards  America,  that  con- 
nected the  question  relative  to  the  right  of  block- 
ade with  that  arising  out  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. You  well  know,  that,  if  these  two  questions 
had  not  been  United  together,  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil would  have  been  revoked  in  1810.  How 
could  it  be  expected  that  Great  Britain,  in  com- 
mon justice  to  other  neutral  nations,  to  her  allies, 
and  to  herself,  should  not  contend  for  a  full  and 
absolute  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  or  should 
engage  to  make  any  particular  concession  in  favor 
of  America,  when  she  saw  that  America  would 
not  renounce  her  demand  for  a  surrender,  with 
the  Orders  in  Council,  of  sonje  of  our  most  im- 
.portant  maritime  rights. 

Even'  to  this  day,  sir,  you  have  not  explicitly 
•rated,  in  any  of  the  letters  to  which  you  refer  me, 


that  the  Amerioan  Government  would  ezpmsly 
renounce  asking  for  a  revocation  of  the  blockade 
of  1806,  and  the  other  blockades  alluded  to  io 
Mr.  Pinkney's  letter ;  much  less  have  I  been  able 
to  obtain  from  you  any  disclaimer  of  the  rightas* 
serted  by  France  to  impost  upon  the  world  the 
new  maritime  code  promulgated  by  France  in  the 
late  republication  other  decrees,  although  I  hare, 
by  order  of  my  Government,  expressly  staled 
their  expectation  of  such  disclaimer,  and  repeat- 
edly called  for  an  explanation  on  this  point. 

I  will  now  say,  that  I  feel  entirely  authorized 
to  assure  you,  that  if  you  can  .at  any  time  pro- 
duce a  full  and  unconditional  repeal  ofthe  French 
decrees,  as  you  have  a  right  to  demand  it  in  your 
character  of  a  neutral  nation,  and  that  It  be  dis- 
engaged from  any  connexion  with  thequestioa 
concerning  our  maritime  rights,  we  shall  be  ready 
to  meet  you  with  a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council.'  Previously  to  your  producing  such  aa 
instrument,  which  I  am  sorry  to  see  you  appear 
to  regard  as  unnecessary,  you  cannot  iexpect  of  i» 
to  give  uppiir  Orders  in  Uouncil. 

In  rrference  to  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
your  letter,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  10th  insL,! 
will  only  say,  that  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  find 
you  think  it  impossible  to  devise  or  conceive  any 
arrangement  consistent  with  the  honor,  rights, 
and  interests  of  the  Unhed  States,  which  might 
tend  to  alleviate  the  pressure  ofthe  Orders  in 
Council  upon  the  commerce  of  America.  It 
would  have  given  megreat  satisfaction  if  we  could 
have  fallen  upon  some  ai^reement  that  miebt  bare 
had  such  effect.  My  Government,  while  under 
the  imperious  necessity  of  resisting  France  with 
her  own  weapons,  most  earnestly  desires  that  the 
interests  of  America  mav  suffer  as  little  asgf** 
hie  from  the  incidental  effect  ofthe  conflict.  They 
are  aware  that  their  retaliatory  measures  hare 
forced  the  Ruler  of  France  to  yield,  in  some  de- 
gree, from  his  hostile  decrees ;  and  whether  it 
were  more  desirable  to  push  those  measures  rif 
orously  on  until  they  complete  the  breaking  of  il 
op  altogether,  (the  main  object  of  our  retaliatory 
system,  or  take  advanUge  of  the  partial  and  pro- 
l^reasive  retractions  of  it,  produced  by  ^'^^."f^r 
sitiea  of  the  enemy,  has  been  a  question  with  His 
Majesty's  Government.  It  is  one  on  which  they 
would  have  been  most  desirous  to  consult  the 
interests  of  America.  Under  existing  circum- 
stances, however,  and  from  our  late  comqaonica- 
tions,  I  have  not  felt  encouraged  to  make  you  any 
written  pi'Oposal.  arising  out  of  this  state  ol 
things ;  I  shall,  therefore,  merely  again  eipre^ 
to  you  that,  as  the  object  of  Great  Britaip  h^ 
been  throughout  to  endeavor,  while  forced  in  be- 
half of  her  most  important  rights  and  interests  w 
retaliate  upon  the  French  decrees,  to  combine 
that  retaliation  with  the  greatest  possible  degree 
of  attention  to  tlie  interests  ol  America,  it  "^om 
give  His  Majesty's  Government  the  most  sincere 
satisfaction  if  some  arrangement  could  be  founi* 
which  would  have  so  desirable  an  effect* 
'    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c,  ^__ 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 

Hon.  James  MonaoG,  Esq.,  dtc. 
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Ul'-Cpfretpandenu  on  the  subieei  of  the  Britiih  Mp 

Little  Bdt. 


J.  P.  Moricr,  ChMg^  d' Afiaim  of  Hii  Brituinic  Maj- 
Mty^  to  Mir.  Monroe,  SecneUiy  of  State. 

Baltimore,  June  26, 1811. 

Sir  :  I  hiTe  the  lioQor  to  eoclote  a  copy  of  an 
official  letter  addressed  to  Rear  Admiral  Sawjrer. 
by  Captain  Bingham,  oommandiiig'His  Majesty's 
sloop  the  Little  Bell,  which  eontaiiui  an  acooaot 
of  the  late  efee^^eDt  between  that  ship  and 
the  American  frigate,  the  President. 

Iq  thns  eomiDanieating  to  you,  without  orders 
from  His  Majesty's  Gorernment,  this  doeumem, 
which,  in  the  most  essential  part,  difipfs  wo  ma- 
tertally  from  that  of  Commodore  Rodgers,  i  trust. 
th«t  this  Government  will  receive  it  as  a  proof 
of  the  sincere  desire  which  exists  vfith  me  to 
open  the  way  td  an  amicable  arraD^emeot  ef  the 
qoesiion  which  may  arise  out  of  this  no  fortunate 
aSair,  when  it  shall  be  known  to  His  Majesty's 
Goreroment.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  P.  MORIRR. 

HoiL  Jambs  Momrob,  dbc. 

Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Morier,  Chargi^ 
d«A&tres  of  Hii  ~ 


Department  of  State,  June  28. 1811.  - 
8ia:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your 
letter  of  the  26th  instant,  commumcating  a  state- 
ment from  Captain'  Bingham  to  Admiral  Saw- 
yer, of  the  circumstances  attending  the  late  un- 
lortuDate  encounter  between  the  United  States 
frigate  the  President  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
sloop  the  Little  Belt. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  statement  made  by 
Captain  Bingham  should  have  varied  in  any  dir- 
comstance  from  that  made  by  the  commander  of 
tbe  American  frigate.  1  flatter  myself,  with  the 
disposition  of  the  President,  which  I  am  author- 
ized to  elpress,  to  uKike  it  the  subject  of  mutual 
tod  friendly  explanations,  that  its  disagreeable 
tendency  will  be  obvitited.  I  am  induced  to  ei- 
PRu  this  expectation  with  the  more  cooffdenee, 
irom  the  conciliatory  manner  in  which  you  have 
made  this  communication. 

!  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 
Mr.  MoRiBBj  Charg^y  ^c. 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.'  Monroe. 

Washington,  Jyly  3, 1811. 
Sia:  The  assurances  which  you  did  me  tbe 
liooor  to  give  me  yesterday,  verbally,  that  no  in- 
structions whatever  had  been  given  to  Commo- 
dore Rodgers  which  could,  under  any  construc- 
lioD,  be  meant  to  authorize  his  attempting  to 
recover  by  force  any  person  claimed  as  an  im- 
gessed  American  citizen  from  on  board  any  of 
His  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  were  amply  sufficient 
tocoDveyto  my  mind  every  satistactioa  upon 
that  bubject  'y  the  report:*,  however,  current  in  the 
foiled  Slates^  and  connected  with  Commodore 
Kodgers'a  conduct  and  proceedings,.as  well  as  the 
iDfereDces  which  will  be  drawn  from  tbe  expres- 
*ioDi  which  he  used  to  the  captain  of  .His  Majes- 


ty's sloop  Little  Bait,  being  of  a  tendency  to  cre- 
ate doubts  in  Qreat  Britain  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  authority  under  which  he  acted,  I  willingly 
accept  your  offer  of  making  me  the  same  state- 
ment in  a  more  formal  manner,  in  order  that  1 
may  transmit  it  to  my  Government  to  prevent 
all  possible  mistake  on  so  important  a  point* 

The  Question  arising  out  of  the  rencounter  be- 
tween tne  United  States  frigate  President  and 
His  Majesty's  sloop  Little  Belt  will  then  remain 
limited  to  toe  act  itself.  You  are  already,  sir,  in 
possession  of  the  British  commander's  statement 
of  the  circuois^inces  which  attended  it.  His  ac- 
count, and  that  of  the  American  commodore,  dif- 
fer very  materially  wixh  respect  to  some  of  the 
most  important  features  of  the  transaction ;  but 
in  thii  they  agree,  that  the  chase  which  brought 
on  the  action  cornmejaced  on  the  part  of  Commo- 
dore Rodgers;  for  it  cannot  be  maintained  that, 
the  advance  made  by  Captain  Bingham  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  if  the  sail  descried  by 
aim  was  His  Majesty's  ship  Guerriere,  which  it 
appears  he  had  orders)  to  join,  was  for  the  purpose 
of  chasing,  even  if  that  could  be  urged  as  a  plea 
by  the  American  commander.  As  soon  as  he 
found  his  siffoal  unanswered,  he  bore  nway.  un- 
til, to  his  infinite  surprise,  he  found  himseli  the 
object  of  the  strange  vessel's  eager  pursuit  and 
hostile  attitudes.  What  could  be  Commodore 
Rodger's  intention  Js  not  apparent^  That  he 
could  not  discover  at  the  distance  of  seventy  or 
one  hundred  yards  that  the  ship  before  him  was  a 
flush-deck  sloop,  though  it  was  but  a  little  after 
eight  o'clock  on  the  16th  of  May ;  that  he  could 
not  make  out  her  colors  at  half-past  six  o'clock; 
that  his  guns  were  double-shotted ;  and  that,  with 
the  security  he  possessed  from  the  great  force  and 
superior  sailing  of  the  ship  under  his  command, 
and  the  circumstance  of  balouffing  to  a  neuirai 
nation,  he  did  not  rather  hold  on  during  tbe  ni^ht 
if  he  wished  to  speak  the  sloop,  than  by  running 
under  her  stern  in  a  menacing  attitude,  incur  the 
risk  of  provoking  a  misunderstanding^  must  ap- 
pear unaccountable  to  the  comprehension  of  every 
unprejudiced  person,  and  will,!  am  sure,  sir, seem 
to  you  a  sufficient  reason,  if  there  were  no  other, 
to  warrant  my  demanding  that  an  examination  be 
instituted  into  his  conduct,  with  a  view  to  suit- 
able satisfaction  being  afforded  to  His  Majesty 
for  the  loss  of  so  many  of  his  subjects  so  wan- 
tonly slaughtered,  and  tor  the  insult  offered  to  his 
flag.  But  should  Captain  Bingham's  charges  be 
brought  home  to  Commodore  Rodgers,  of  his 
having  refused  to  state  the  name  of  the  nation  he 
belonged  to,  though  asked  to  do  so  on  nearins 
each  other  in  the  dark,  and  of  having  fired  a  broao- 
side  into  the  sloop  without  provocation,  which 
might  at  once  have  sunk  so  smafl  a  vessel,  I  am 
convinced  I  need  only  appeal  to  tbe  justice  of  the 
American  Government  tor  that  Government  to 
see  in  its  proper  llsht  the  magnitude  of  the  out- 
rage and  offer  to  His  Majesty  every  reparation 
that  can  appear  due. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure,  sir,  that  I  avail  mysel( 
of  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  prompt- 
ness with  which  you  came  forward  with  the  aa^ 
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sarances  alluded  to  in  the  first  part  of  this  letter, 
«ad  ^he  readiness  which  yoa  showed  to  receiTe 
lany  communications  from  me  io  re^rd  to  the  un- 
happy occurrence  whieh  forms  the  subject  of  the 
remainder.    I  ha^e  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

A.  J.  FOSTER, 
Hon.  Jam&s  Monbob. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr*  Foster* 

DBPABTMERt  OP  State,  JtUy  16, 1811. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive!  your  note 
respecting  the  late  encounter  between  the  Ameri- 
can frigate  the  President  and  His  Britannic  Maj- 
esty's stoop  of  war  the  Little  Belt. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  find  that  you  received 
the  communication  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
make  to  you  in  our  first  interview,  on  the  subject 
of  your  inquiry  relative  to  that  unfortunate  oc- 
currence, in  the  amicable  spirit  it  was  intended. 
Although  the  excitement  which  had  been  pro- 
duced by  previous  and  recent  aggressions,  |>artic- 
ularly  by  the  impressment  of  American  citizens 
from  American  vessels,  even  ott  the  coast  of  the 
United  States,  wa^  great,  yet  no  order  had  been 
given  by  the  Government  for  the  recovery  by 
force  of  any  citizen  so  impressed  from  any  Brit* 
ish  ship  of  war.  The  orders  given  to  the  com- 
manders  of  the  f/igates  and  other  armed  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  were  for  the  protection  of 
their  coast  and  of  their  commerce  within  the  le- 
gitimate Jimits. 

I  need  not  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  sincere  regret 
of  this  Government  that  such  an  encounter  took 
place,  and  more  especially  that  it  should  have 
produced  the  unfortuqate  consequences  which  at- 
tended it.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Augustus  J.  Fosteb,  Esq.,  dbc. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

WAsatNGTON,  Jtdj/  24, 1811. 

SiB :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter dated  on  the  16th  instant,  in  answer  to  mine 
of  the  3d,  in  which  I  expressed  a  desire  to  have 
stated  in  a  more  formal  manner  your  denial  to  me 
of  orders  having  been  given  to  Commodore  Rod- 
ders Which  could,  under  any  construction,  author- 
ize that  commander  to  attack  any  of  His  Majes- 
ty's ships  of  war  in  search  of  any  person  claimed 
as  an  American  seaman,  and  in  which  I  also  de^ 
manded  that  an  examination  should  be  instituted 
into  that  officer's  conduct,  with  a  view  to  suitab/e 
reparation  tp  His  Majesty  for  what  appears  a  wan- 
ton and  unprovoked  attack  mAde  by  the  frigate 
uoder  his  command  upon  His  Majesty's  sloop  of 
war  the  Little  Belt. 

The  denial  I  asked  for  you  have  given  me; 
and  I  beg  to  assure  you.  sir,  that  though  I  have 
troubled  you  with  th^  demand,  because  the  ex- 
tensiveness  of  the  rumor  which  had  attributed 
such  orders  to  the  American  Government  had 
made  it  my  duty  so  to  do,  yet  I  never  entertained 
an  idea  for  one  moment  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  could  have  hatted  such  orders, 


because  they  must  have  heen  eonssdered  as  mani- 
festations of  direct  intentions  of  hostility,  which 
would  have  been  incompatible  with  the  relations 
of  amity  subsisting  between  America  and  Great 
Britain. 

On  sueh  a  point,  sir,^  simple  denial  was  all  I 
asked,  and  what  I  expected  to  receive.  It  wis, 
therefore,  with  pain  that  I  foond  yon  had  con- 
nected it  with  allusions  to  other  topics  ealcolaicd 
to  produce  irritation,  on  which,,  whatever  com- 
plaints  you  may  have  to  make  to  me,  I  iballbe 
ever  ready  to  receive  and  forward  them  for  r^ 
dress  lo  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  His  Majes- 
ty's naval  forces  at  Halifax,  or  to  HisMajesty^ 
Government;  but  the  mentioning  of  which  in 
your  note  in  answer  to  mine  on  a  distinct  subject 
of  the  most  serious- importancef  you  will  pardoa 
me  if  I  must  consider  it  as  matter  of  regret,  es- 
pecially at  you  wished  me  to  receive  the  eommo- 
nication  yoa  made  me  as  given  in  ail  amicable 
spirit. 

Moreover,  from  the  tenor  of  the  part  of  yonr 
letter  in  which  you  have  connected  theqoestioD 
of  impressment  with  that  of  an  attack  on  a  Brit- 
ish shipo^  war,  an  inference  is  forced  upoD  me 
which  you  surely  conld  never  have  mant  me  to 
draw,  but  which,  nevertheless,  the  passage  con- 
veys, namely,  that  aithougk  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  had  not  given  orders  for  tbe  r^ 
cover y  by  force  of  any  American  ciuzeo  claimed 
from  a  British  national  ship,  they  still  mainuio 
they  might  have  been  justified  in  so  doing.  The 
ri|;bt  of  searching  a  ship,  of  war  has  beeo  so  pos- 
itively disavowed  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty  s 
Government,  and  so  disclaimed  by  that  of  Amer- 
ica, that  I  could  not  have  expected  any  doubts 
would  ever  again  have  been  thrown  on  the  dmI- 
ter ;  and  yet  the  language  of  your  letter,  until  i( 
is  explained,  will  certainly  authorize  such  doabts, 
as  far  as  relates  to  the  American  Govcrnmeat. 

I  have  no  answer  at  all  from  you,  sir,  to  mj 
demand  for  an  inquiry  being  instituted  into  the 
conduct  of  Captain  Rodgers.  This  omissioo  hw 
occasioned  to  me  the  more  surprise,  because,  la 
addition  to  ihere  appearing  to  be  no  cause  why 
the  Government  of  America  should  decline  to  Iij- 
tetf  to  so  just  a  demand  on  my  part,  there  icemed 
to  be  every  reason  why  they  should,  even  for  toeir 


did  think,  on  reaching  this  city,  to  hare  toaott 
that  officer's  conduct  already,  by  the  spontaneous 
act  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  on- 
dergoing  an  examination,  instead  of  hearing  ^P*' 
he  had  been  sent  immediately  to  sea  again,  wnicn 
seemed  to  denote  an  approbation  of  his  behavioWj 
and  I  thought  I  could  more  rely  on  this  being  iw 
course  the  President  would  have  pursued,  from  ■ 
consideration  of  that  which  his  Majesty  s  ixof- 
ernment  had  taken  in  the  case  of  theChesapeaite, 
when  every  reparation  practicable  at  the  msian 
the  intelligence  reached  London  of  that  unforta- 
naie  event  iir^s  made  to  you,  sir,  promptly  »d 
unasked  for.  .^ 

tfeel  the  more  regret,  sir,  at  the  course  tacen 
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»  ' 


)y  four  Go^eroment  in  this  affair,  becatrse  I  hare 
>een  necessarilf  obliged  in  consequenee  to  su9- 
)end  carrying  into  e'tecution  that  part  of  my  in- 
iructions  by  which  I  was  direetea  immediately 
ID  my  arriral  here  to  offer  such  further  repara- 
ioo  for  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  frigate  as 
7ould.  I  am  convinced,  hare  proved  satisfactory. 

had  the  honor  to  state  to  you,  in  our  first  inrer- 
iew.  that  I  had  such  instructions,  although  I 
mitted  to  mention  it  in  my  note,  because,  as  you 
lay  remember,  I  expressed  to  you  at  the  time,  it 
peosed  to  me  the  American  Government  migtu 
?el  more  free  to  act  as  the  justice  of  the  case  re- 
uired,  if  the  two  subjects  were  kept  unconnect- 
d;  and  in  this  opinion  I  thought  you  appeared 
}  concur.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  POSTER. 

Hon.  James  Monkoc,  See,  State, 


Mr.  FiMtev  to  Mr.  Mo&rcw. 

Philadblpbia^  Sept.  4,  Idll. 
Sib  :  I  hare  now,  by  an  express  messenger  fVom 
Soeland,  received  the  commands  of  His  Royal 
ligbness  the  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the  n«me 
od  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  relatire  to  the 
ite  riolent  aggression  committed  by  the  United 
!utes  frigate  the  President  on  His  Majesty's  »bip 
little  Belt,  and  I  have  the  honor  of  conimoni- 
ating  to  yon  the  enelosed  documents  which  hare 
eea  transmitted  to  me  by  my  Gorernment  to  be 
lid  before  that  oflhe  United  States,  eoihpi'e- 
endiog  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  James 
'ownshend,  commanding  officer  at  Halifax,  dn- 
^d  May  30,  1811,  (1;)  enclosing  a  statement  of 
le  action  by  the  officers  of  the  Little  Belt,  (2  ;) 
le  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  His  Majesty's 
iary  Board  at  Halifax,  in  respect  to  the  dam- 
ge  done  the  Litths  Belt,  (3;)  a  copy  of  Rear 
Ldmiral  Sawyer's  letter,  (4;)  enalostog  his  in- 
iractioDs  to  Captain  fiingham,  (5 ;)  a^  well  as  a 
St  of  the  killed  and  woarided  on  board  the  stoop 
f  war,  (6 ;)  and,  finafly,  a  copy  of  the  corres- 
ondence  on  the  subieet  whicn  took  pbce  be- 
Veen  the  Marquis  Wetlesiey  and  Mr.  Smith, 
American  Charg6  d'Affaires  in  London,  (7,  85) 
f  that  of  Captain  Bingtam's- official  letter  you 
re  already  in  possession. 

In  communicating  to  you,  sir,  these  doenments, 
atn  particularly  directed  to  call  yout  attention 
3  the  iostmcttons  of  Admiral  Sawyer;  which  fur- 
ish  the  strongest  eridence  of  the  pacific  and 
deadly  intentions  of  His  Majesty's  Gorernment 
awards  this  country.  The  rery  pointed  manner 
1  which  the  commander-in-chief  on  the  Halifax 
'^tion  had  enjoined  Captain  Bingham  to  aroid 
irin^  offence  to  the  Gorerament  or  subjects  of 
^e  Uoiicd  States  is  of  itself  fresomptire  proof  of 
)e  truth  of  that  officer's  statement,  eren  if  there 
^ere  not  such  strong  eridence  as  appears  from 
)e  deposition  of  the  different  officers  on  board 
lis  Majestv's  ship,  as  to  the  action  baring  been 
ommenced  by  Captain  Rodgers. 
His  Majesty's  Government  were  entitled  to  ex- 
cct,  as  I  have  had  already  the  honor  to  observe 
)  yoQ,  sir,  io  my  foritier  letter,  that  the  Ameri- 


can Gorernment  would  hare  manifested  a  prompt 
disposition  to  obviate,  by  an  early  disavowal  and 
by  just  reparation,  the  necessary  tendency  of  soch 
an  event  to  disturb  the  friendship  subsisting  be- 
tween the  two  States;  and  this  expectation  was 
the  more  natural,  from  the  example  afforded  by 
His  Majesty's  Government  in  tne  case  of  the 
Chesapeake. 

Such,  hower^,  baring  not  been  the  case,  I  am 
commanded  by  His  Royal  Highness'  to  lose  do 
time  in  communicating  to  yon  the  papers  encloe- 
ed,  which  explain  in  the  fullest  manner  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  transaction,  and  the  rery  great 
extent  of  the  outrage  committed,  by  which  to 
many  ralnable  lires  were  sacrificed,  and  in  de- 
manding the  immediate  disarowal  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  of  the  act  of  aggression  coid-  f 
mitted  iigainst  His  Majesty's  ship,  as  also  in  re-  I 
quiring  a  just  reparation  of  the  injury  received. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  POSTER. 

[The  following  documenta  were  cndosed  in  Mr.  Fof- 
ter's  note  of  September  4, 1811.] 

No.  1. 

His  MAJESTT'a  Ship  ^olus, 
Halifas  Harbor,  May  30,  1811. 

Sir  :  As  it  may  be  of  material  consequence  that 
Hit  Majesty'a  Government  should  have  the  ear- 
liest information  of  a  clrcumstaticethtitbas  taken 
place  on  this  coast,  I  hare  forwarded,  and  request 
you  will  lay  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  Captain 
Bingham,  of  His  Majesty's  sloop  Little  Beit, 
has  sent  to  Rear  Admiral  Sawyer,  recounting  a 
serere  action  which  took  place  on  the  evening  of 
the  16th  instant  between  that  ship  and  the  United 
Staltes' frigate  President. 

After  baring  considered  the  whole  eircn in- 
stance, and  judging  it  adrisable  to  procure  the 
strongest  documents  in  my  power  for  their  Lord- 
ships' information,  (the  Commander-in-Chief  not 
having  returned  to  Bermuda,)  I  hare  eatised  de- 
positions to  be  taken  of  all  the  commissioned  offi- 
cers of  the  Little  Belt  respecting  the  unpleasant 
btisiness,  which  I  herewith  enclose.  I  am,  sir,  dtc. 

J.  TOWNSHBND. 

To,  J.  W.  CaoKBR,  Esq.,  Admiralty, 

No.  2. 

Tke  Qjkerw  of  Hu  MiahtifB  ihap  LUtk  BiU.  StaU- 
meni  of  tie  action  between  thai  eloop  and  the  Uni- 
ted Statee'  fiigatt  Preddent,  on  lAe  eaeitif^-  of  the 
I6tk  inotants  taken  b^fbrp  - 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord  James  Townaheod, 
Captain  of  His  Majesty's  ship  iBolus,  a  senior 
officer  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia ; 

Charles  John  Austin,  Esq.,  Captain  of  HisMv 
jesiy's  ship  Cleopatra ;  and 

Alexander  Gordon,  Esq.,  Commander  of  Hia 
Majesty's  sloop  Rattler. 

Lieutenant  Moberly,  senior  lieatenant,  atates, 
that,  on  the  16th  instant,  while  cruising  off  tha 
coast  of  Ami riea,  Cape  Charles  bearing  west  $4 
miles,  at  11  A.  M.  saw )a  strange  sail;  that  she 
wt»  a  Itf gger,  wfts  reported  from  the  toast  kHi^ 
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00  the  sCarbo^ird  b«tm ;  we  then  vteerioK  S-  3* 
'^^.  the  wind  9  A,  or  a  little  on  the  starboard  quar- 
ter, on  which  took  in  our  studding  sails,  and 
hanled  our  wind  for  her  on  the  starboard  tack ; 

'  shortly  after  made  her  out  to  be  a  ship.  At  2  30 
P.  IVi^  having  then  made  out  the  chase  to  be  a 
frigate,  with  a  commodore's  broad  pennant  flying, 
being  then  about  six  miles  distance,  and  not  hav- 
ing answered  any  of  oar  signalsi,  viz :  275  private 
signal  and  our  number,  concluded  her  to  be  the 
American  frigate  United  Stages ;  showed  our  col- 
ors, and  steered  our  course  south ;  set  studding 
sail.  At  5  o'clock  observed  the  frigate  make  au 
sail,  and  to  keep  more  away  for  us.  At  7,  found 
she  was  gaining  onus  fast.  Captain  Bingham 
then  thinking  it  best  to  speak  her  before  dark, 

•  shortened  saU  and  hove  to,  colors  up.  We  then 
making  out  her  stars  in  her  broad  pemdaat,  beat  to 
quarters,  and  got  all  clear  for  action  a  second 
time,  having  beat  before  at  2  P.  M. :  double  shot- 
ted and  dovble  breached  the  guns.  At  7  50,  ob- 
served the  frigate  to  have  shortened  sail  to  top- 
sailSf  topgallantsails,  and  jib,  and  standing  ddwn, 
as  if  with  an  intention  of  passing  under  our  stern ; 
wore  twice  to  evade  this.  Captain  Bingham 
liailed,  and  was  noyt  answered  :  wore  again.  The 
frigate  then  hove  to,  close  to  us.  on  the  larboard 
beam.  Captain  Bingham  hailea  the  ship,  ahoy  ! 
which  was  repeated  word  for  word  by  the  frigate, 
Captain  Bingham  asked  what  ship  that  was, 
which  was  also  repeated  a^  before  \  and,  on  asking 
n  second  time^  was  answered  by  a  broadside. 
Captain  Bingham  was  then  standing  on  the  mid-^ 
ship  gnn,  jumped  off,  and  gave  orders  to  fire, 
which  was  done  in  less  than  a  minute  after  her 
-first  fire ;  we  being  quite  readv,  guns  pointed,  and 
cpntioued  firing  for  about  an  hour,  when  ihefrij;- 
ate  ceased  firing,  and  hailed  us  to  know  what  ship 
this  was.  Captain  Bingham  answered,  His  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Little  Belt  several  times  before  he 
understood  us.  He  then  asked  if  our  colors  were 
down.  No,  was  Captain  Bingham's  answer. 
Captain  Bingham  then  hailed  to  Jcnow  what  ship 
that  was;  aiui  was  iinswered  the  United  States' 
frigate  — *-  (the  name  we  could  not  understand.) 
In  the  mean  time  the  frigate  had  filled,  and  was 
standing  from  us.  A  short  time  after  lost  sight  of 
her ;  hove  to  in  the  night,  having  no  sail  to  set. 
At  daylight  saw  a  sail  to  windward ;  made  her 

'  out  to  be  the  same  ship  we  had  engaged.  At  6 
she  bore  up  for  us  under  easy  sail ;  at  8  she  passed 
within  hail ;  aisked  permission  to  send  a  boat  on 
board,  which  was  granted.  Boat  came  on  board, 
staid  ten  minutes,  then  returned  ;•  understood  the 
frigate  to  be  the  President,  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  Commodore  Rodgers.  Observed  the 
President  to  fill,  and  stand  on  the  starboard  tack 
under  her  topsails. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  Levell  states,  that,  on  May 
16, 1811,  at  11  A.  M.,  saw  a  strange  sail  from  the 
mast  head,  which  was  reported  to  be  a  lugger, 
having  her  main  topgaUantsail  hauled  fore,  and 
mtzzen  set.  We  were  then  going  nearly  before 
the  wind,  turned  thc^  hands  up,  took  in  studding 
tails,  and  made  sail  in  ehase  on  the  sUrboard 
taak*.   All  30  ohserred  her  to  be  a  frigate,  made 


the  private  signal,  our  dumber  also,  275,  neither 
of  which  she  answered  ;  observed  her  to  have  a 
blue  broad  pennant  at  her  mast  head.  At  2  wore 
ship,  and  steered  our  course  south  \  hobt«d  our 
colors;  observed  her  to  be  in  chase  of  us;  sup- 
posed her  to  be  an  American  frigate ;  cleared  ship 
for  action.  At  5  beat  for  quarters  a  second  time ; 
double  shotted  the  guns,  and  double  breacbed 
those  that  wi^re  bad.  At  7.30  shortened  sail  and 
hove  to,  as  she  was  coming  up  with  us  very  fast; 
hoisted  our  colors ;  observed  toe  stars  in  his  broad 
pennant ;  wore  ship  three  or  four  times,  to  preveot 
bis  passing  under  our  stern,  which  he  evidentlf 
intended.  At  8  hailed  her,  when  on  the  starboard 
beam,  but  received  no  answer ;  wore  ship.  At 
8  10  she  hanled  her  foresail  up  and  hove  to,  with- 
in half  pistol-shot  of  our  weather  beam.  Captaia 
Bingham,  standing  on  the  gun  abaft  the  larboard 
gangway,  hailed  the  ship,  ahoy !  which  words 
were  repeated.  Captain  Bingham  hailed  agaio, 
what  ship  is  that?  which  was  again  also  repeated, 
word  for  word,  and  she  immediately  fired  a  broad- 
side. Captain  Bingham  jumped  off  the  guo  and 
gave  .orders  to  fire,  which  we  iiid  instantly.  (Ik 
captains  of  the  guns  standing  with  the  laoyanb 
of  the  locks  in  their  hands,  and  the  guns  poiated 
at  her;  continued  firing  about  an  hour,  when  she 
ceased,  and  hailed  us,  what  ship  is  that?  Cao- 
tain  Bingham  replied.  His  Majesty's  ship  Liiue 
Belt  several  times  before  he  understood  us.  He 
then  asked  what  ship  that  was  ?  They  answered, 
the  United  States  frigate  '-*— ,  (the  name  we  did 
not  understand,)  and  asked  if  our  colors  were 
down  ?  Captain  Bingham  answered  no.  He  tbea 
filled  on  the  starboard  tack.  We  very  sooo  lost 
sight  of  her ;  continued  all  night  refitting ;  tt 
daylight  observed  her  lyins  to  windward  about 
eight  or  ten  miles.  About  o  she  bore  down  aoder 
her  topsails  and  foresail.  At  8  he  hailed,  ship 
ahoy  1  I'll  send  a  boat  on  hoard,  if  you  please,  sir. 
Very  well,  sir,  was  Captain  Bingham's  answer. 
The  boat  came  on  board,  and  remained  about  tea 
minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  after  which  he 
wore,  and  stood  to  the  westward  under  hii 
topsails.  Latitude  36^  53^,longitude  7l<'49'i  Cape 
Charles  bearing  west  50  miles. 

Mr.  James  Franklin,  boatswain,,  states,  at  half 
past  6  o'clock  observed  the  frigate  coming  op  ud* 
der  studding  sails  on  both  sides;  about  ball  past 
7  shortened  sail  and  brought  to ;  hoisted  the  col- 
ors; at  a  quarter  before  8  hailed;  no  answer; 
wore  ship«  About  two  minutes  before  8  the  ship 
was  hailed ;  the  Captain's  words  were  repeated 
twice,  without  making  any  answer;  then  he  fired 
a  whole  broadside;  about  a  minute  returned  a 
broadside  from  us ;  continued  firing  for  about  an 
hour,  and  then  he  ceased  firing  and  bailed,  aod 
asked  what  ship  thy  was,  and  he  was  answered 
by  the  Captain  the  Little  Belt ;  aod  be  then  asked 
if  the  colors  were  down;  the  answer  was,  do; 
and  I  heard  the  Captain  say  they  should  not  ^omt 
down,  and  ordered  the  starboard  guns  to  be  man- 
ned ;  then  the  Captain  hailed  to  know  what  ship 
that  was;  being  A;ioder  the  forecastle,  wounded,! 
could  not  hear  the  answer.  I  then  came  down 
below,  and  there  was  no  more  firing  after. 
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Mr.  HiosbelwooJj.  poneri  states,  tbat^  od  the 
16(h  iostaoc,  at  11  A.  M.  saw  a  straoge  sail ;  made 
ail  io  cbase  of  ber ;  at  1  30  observed  her  to  be  a 
Vi(i:afe,  made  the  prirate  signal,  our  aumber,  aad 
375.  neither  of  which  was  answered.  At  2  made 
9Qt  s  commodore's  broad  pennant,  apparently  an 
Americao;  cleared  for  quarters;  observed  the 
frigate  to  be  in  chase  of  us.  At  5  beat  to  quarters 
a  second  time;  at  7  30  hove  to,  and  hoisted  our 
colors ;  at  8  hailed  her ;  no  answer ;  wore  ship ; 
u8  10  she  hove  to,  close  to  windward  of  us. 
OaptaiD  Biogham,  standing.on  the  gun  abaft  the 
irboard  gangway,  hailed,  ahoy»  the  ship  !  which 
Jiejr  repeated.  Captain  Biogham  asked,  what 
ibip  is  that  ?  which  was  also  repeated,  and  im- 
pediately  gave  us  a  broadside,  commencing  firing 
Vom  the  midships  of  the  deck.  Captain  Bing- 
um  jumped  off  the  gun  and  gave  orders  to  fire, 
fbich  was  instantly  done ;  continued  firing  about 
u  hour ;  observed  the  frigate  to  leave  off  firing ; 
the  hailed  at  the  same  time,  and  asked  what  ship 
bi$  was?  Captain  Bingham  answered.  His  Brit- 
loaie  Majesty's  ship  Little  Belt,  six  or  seven 
imes  before  they  understood.  He  then  a»ked  it 
wr  colors  were  down  ;  to  which  Captain  Bing- 
Mm  aoswered  no,  and  asked  what  ship  that  was  ; 

the  answered,  the  United  States'  ship ,  (the 

nme  we  could  not  understand.)  She  then  made 
ail.  At  daylight  observed  her  to  windward  ;  at 
)she  bore  down  ;  at  8  passed  within  hail ;  hailed 
h  ship,  and  said  he  would  send  a  boat  on  board, 
if  Captain  Bingham  pleased;  a  boat  came  on 
^rd.  and  remained  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
3be  then  made  sail  to  the  westward. 

Mr.  William  Torner,  somon,  states,  that,  when 
Peering  to  the  southward  from  off  New  York,  on 
^f  16th,  1811,  at  11  A.  M.,  a  strange  sail  was 
sported  to  the  westward,  whfch  was  immediately 
pren  cbate  to.  On  n earing,  observed  ber  to  be  a 
rigaie  standing  to  the  eastward,  with  an  Ameri- 
go broad  pennant  at  her  main-topgallant-mast 
tcad.  We  then  resumed  our  course  to  the  south- 
ard, and  showed  the  ensign  and  penant;  stran^- 
|«r  observed  shortly  afte«  to  change  her  course  to 
otD  Oi,  when  the  Little  Belt  made  more  sail ; 
traoge  frigate  did  the  same ;  finding  the  stranger 
oioed  us  fast,  prepared  for  action  ;  shortened  sail 
lid  bove  to,  some  time  before  sunset ;  immediate- 
f  after  the  Little  Belt  hove  to ;  the  strange  frig- 
ate shortened  sail,  coming  down  rery  slow.  I 
Gorily  after  went  below.  At  ten  minutes  past  8 
''dock,  P.  M.  Captain  Bingham  bailed  the  stran* 
jff  twice  very  fondly,  but  received  no  answer. 
Vbout  five  minutes  after  Captaici  Bingham  again 
'^IH,  and  was  answered  by  the  frigate,  to  what 
"^rport  I  could  not  distinctly  understand.  Cap- 
tifl  Bingham  a^ain  hailed  twice^  and  immedate- 
f  beard  the  frigate  fire,  and  the  whole  passed 
ter  Ds.  I  then  distinctly  heard  Captain  Blng- 
am  give  orders  to  fire  away ;  we  returned  our 
roadside  within  the  space  of  twenty  seconds, 
be  action  continued  with  great  vigor.for  about 
Hty.fire  minutes,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment.  ^ 
We,  the  undersigned,  having  duly  examined 
3C  officers  herein  namea,  belonging  to  His  Majes- 
fi  sloop  Little  Beltj  respecting  the  attack  made 


on  that  ship  by  the  United  States'  frigate  Presi- 
dent, have  received  the  above  as  a  true  statement 
of  all  the  occurrences. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  oar 
hands,  on  board  His  Majesty's  ship  ^olus,  Hali- 
fax harbor,  Nova  Scolia,  the  29th  of  May,  181L 

J.  TOWNSHBND, 
CHARLES  JOHN  AUSTIN, 
ALEXANDER  GORDON. 

No.  3. 

Gommiaaoner  Inglefteld  to  the  Navy  Board. 

Halipax  Yaro,  May  30,  1811. 

Qemtlev EN :  I  acquaint  the  Board  that  His  Ma- 
jesty's sloop  tire  Little  Belt  returned  to  this  port 
on  Sunday  last  almost  a  wreck,  having,  on  the 
16th  instant,  off  the  Chesapeake,  had  an  action 
which  lasted  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  with  the 
American  frigate  President,  one  of  their  heaviest 
ships,  oarrying  upwards  of  fifty  guns. 

Having  directed  the  master  shipwright  to  ex- 
amine her  defects,  I  receired  from  nim  the  teport 
whidh  is  herewith  enclosed  for  the  information 
of  the  Board,  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiraltv,  in  ascertaining 
the  extent  of  the  injury  received.  In  addition  to 
the  damages  detailed  in  the  builder's  report,  her 
sails  and  rigging  are  cut  to  pieces  by  sbof. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dbc.  ' 

T.  N.  INGLEPIELD. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Navt  Board. 

[Badosare  in  ComaiissiMier  Inglefieid's  letter  to  the 

Navj  Board.] 

Beport  and  stats  of  the  condition  of  His  Majesty's 

sloop  Little  Belt 

Halifax  Yard,  Ma^  28, 181L 
The  short  plank  abaft  the  aAer-port,  with  top 
timbers,  spirketting  and  quick  work  above  the 
spirketting  of  the  larboard  side  much  dasmeped 
by  shot ;  the  strings  and  sheer  sirakes  of  each  side 
snot  away  io  midships,  and  abreast  of  the  fort 
channels  of  the  larboard  side ;  the  gunwales  and 
a  part  of  the  hammock  staunch  ion  boards  and 
rails  in  midships  shot  away;  several  of  the  fore 
and  main  chains  and  bolts  of  do.  shot  away ;  the 
top  timbers  and  strings  in  the  way  of  the  fore 
channels,  and  iron  standards,  and  larboard  main 
belt  shot  away ;  several  of  the  port  timbers  and 
lower  hanging  ports  of  the  larboard  side  much 
damaged  by  shot;  part  of  the  waterways,  spirket* 
ting,  and  oak  work  of  the  upper  deck  and  timbers 
in  the  wav  of  do.  much  damaged  by  shot;  part 
of  the  wales  of  the  larboard  side. and  the  plank 
of  the  topsides  much  damaged  by  shot ;  a  number 
of  shot  holes  a(  load  water  mark  and  beiow  do  ;< 
part  of  the  copper  damaged;  the  midship  port 
timber  damaged ;  one  beam  and  several  planks  of 
the  poop  deck  much  damaged  by  shot;  one  pump 
between  decks  shot  threugb ;  the  plank  under  the 
clamps  much  damaged ;  gun  room  and  cabin  skr- 
lights  much  damaged  ;  one  bumkin  wanted  j  can- 
ins  in  want  of  repair ;  new  tin  work  iti  the  gallev 
wanted;  two  planks  in  the  upper  deck  decayed^ 
and  want  ahiuing ;  jBeverai  shot  raeka  wftnting } 


1879 


APPENDIX. 


1880 


'RdatwM  with  Chreai  Britain. 


bowsprit  shot  throa^h  in  the  wake  of  the  gam- 
moniog;  foremast  shot  throagh  ia  two  places; 
n^ainmast  do. ;  mizzenmast  shot  through  abore 
the  cap ;  rnizzen  topa;aiIaot  mast  shot  awaf ;  fore- 
yard  datnaged  by  shot  on  the  larboard  Quarter ; 
cross  jack-yard  aaiDaged  by  shot;  driver  boom 
decayed;  main  topsail  yard  damaged  by  shot; 
one  main  topmast,  one  fore-topmast,  one  fore  top- 
sail-yard, one  fore  topgallant  nMst,  one  mizzen 
topgallant  mast,  one  main  topsail  yard,  spare 
spars  in  the  booms,  also,  several  others,  all  dam- 
aged und  shattered  by  the  shot ;  a  swinging  boom 
wanted;  the  jolly  boat  and  launch  much  dam- 
aged by  the  shot. 

WM.  HUGHES,  MoMiisr  Shipv^right. 

J.  PARRYIE  Foreman         do 

No.  4. 
From  Rear  Admiral  Sawyer  to  J.  W.  Oroker,  Esq. 

His  Majesty's  Ship  Africa, 

AT  Bermuda,  June  U.  1811. 
Sir:  Enclosed  I  transmit  to  you,  for  tne  infor- 
mation of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Arthur 
Bait  Bingham,  commander  of  His  Majesty's  sloop 
Little  Belt,  received  this  day  from  Lord  James 
Townshend,  captain  of  His  Majesty's  sbip.£olus, 
and  senior  officer  at  Halifax,  by  which  their  Lord- 
ships will  perceive  he  was  attacked  on  the  even- 
ing of  May  16  last,  when  cruising  between  Cape 
Henry  and  Cape  Hatteras,  by  the  United  States' 
frigate  the  President,  of  forty-four  ffuns,  com-] 
.maoded  by  Commodore  Rogers,  and  that,  after  a 
close  action  of  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  the 
American  $hip  made  sail  from  him. 

Captain  Bingham^s  modest  biit  full  and  clear 
statement,  renders  any  comment  from  me  unne- 
cessary ;  and  I  have  only  to  admire  the  extraor- 
dinary bravery  and  firmness  with  whiclf  himself, 
his  officers,  and  ship's  company  supported  the 
honor  of  the  British  flag,  when  opposed  to  such 
an  immenFC  superiority  of  force.  I  have  how- 
ever, deeply  to  lament  the  number  of  valuable 
British  seamen  and  royal  marines,  who  have  been 
either  killed  or  wounded  on  this  unexpected  oc- 
casion ;  a  list  of  whose  names  is  also  enclosed, 
together  with  a  copy  of  my  order,  under  which 
Captain  Bingham  was  cruising. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

H.  SAWYER,  Rear  Admiral. 
No.  5. 
Rear  Admiral  Sawyer's  instructions  to  Captain  Bing- 
ham, of  His  Majesty's  stoop  Little  Belt.    By  Heb- 
BiET  Sawyxr,  Esq.,  Rear  Admiral  of  the  Red,  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  His  Majesty's  ships   and 
vessels,  employed  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  along 
^  -   the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  Islands  of  Antieosti, 
Madeline,  and  St  John,  and  Gape  Breton,  the  Bay 
of  Findley,  and  at  and  about  the  Island tifBermndas 
or  Sommers*  Islands :  ^ 

You  are  required  and  directed  to  put  to  sea  in 
His  Majesty's  sloop  ander  your  command,  and 
to  proceed  without  loss  of  time  off  Charleston, 
witere  you  may  expect  to  meet  Captain  Pechell.  in 
tbe  Querriere,'  to  whom  you  will  deliver  the  paccet 
yon  will  herewith  receive,  and  follow  his  orders 


for  your  forfber  proceeding.  Should  you  not 
meet  the  Qberriere  off  Charleston,  you  willsuod 
to  the  Northward,  and  use  your  utmost  endeavon 
to  join  him  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia  or  off  New 
York ;  atid,  in  the  event  of  not  meeting  the  Guer- 
riere,  you  will  cruise  as  long  as  your  proTisioQs, 
and  water  will  last,  and  then  repair  to  Halifu 
for  further  orders.  You  are  to  pay  due  regard  to 
protecting  the  trade  of  His  Majesty's  subject*, 
and  the  capture  or  destruction  of  the  ships  of  ibe 
enemy.  You  are  to  be  particularly  careful  oot 
to  give  any  just  cause  of  ofleoce  to  the  Goren- 
mentor  subjects  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, to  give  very  particular  orders  to  this  effect  to 
the  officers  you  may  have  occasson  to  send  on 
board  ships  under  the  American  ftag.  You  are 
not  to  anchor  in  any  of  the  American  ports  bo: 
in  case  of  absolute  necessity ;  and  then  pat  toset 
again  as  soon  as  possible. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Bermuda,  thisl9!l 
of  April,  1811. 

HERBERT  SAWYER. 

By  command  of  the  Rear  Admiral : 

H.  W.  SOMERVILLE. 

To  Arthur  Batt  Bingbam. 
Com.QfHU  Majeatf9  doop  LittU  Belt. 

No.6: 

Ketum  of  officers,  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  maruKi. 
killed  and  wounded  on  board  Hia  Majesty's  tiMf 
Little  Belt,  Arthur  Batt  Bingham,  Esq..  commands, 
in  action  with  the  American  £rigate  Presideat,  tk 
16th  May,  1811. 

Killed. — Mr  Samuel  Woodward,  midshipmaa; 
Charles  Bennett,  captain  foretop ;  Jacob  Greares, 
carpenter's  crew,  William  Sheppard,  goDDer^ 
mate;  George  Wilson,  able  seaman ;  Robert  Lirei- 
sage,  able  seaman }  Jao»es  Grey,  ordinary  seamaji  ; 
Robert  Har wood,  ordinary  seaman ;  John  Pardoe, 
private  inarine. 

Dangerously  wounded. — Daniel  Kilham,  lieo' 
tenant  marines,  died  ten  houra  after  theactioD; 
Robert  Coody,  ordinary  seaman,  died  (ireBif 
hours  after  the  action;  John  Randall,  able  sea* 
man,  ditto,  ditto ;  Nicholas  Manager^  guaaei-s 
crew,  ditto,  ditto. 

Sorely  wounded. — Mr.  J.  McQueen,  acting; 
master ;  James  Dunn,  (2)  captain  maintop ;  Jaiaesl 
Lawrence,  able  seaman  ;  John  Richards,  abie  sea- 
man ;  Thomas  Ivea,  able  seaman ;  Michael  Skio^ 
ners,  lieutenant  marines;  William  Fern,  bofi 
David  Dowd,  marine;  William  Harold,  mariueJ 

Slightly  looofzc^.— Mr.  James  Franklin,  bosi- 
swain;  Mr.  Qenjamin  Ansel,  carpenter;  Peta 
McCa»hell,  captain  mast;  William  Andrews,  o^ 
dinary  seaman;  William  Western,  boy;  Edwvi 
Graham,  able  seaman  |  George  Delany,  able  sea- 
man ;  George  Roberts^  boy ;  George  Sboard,  mi- 
rine ;  Daniel  Long,  marine. 

A.  B.  BINGHAM,  Captain. 
WM.  TURNER,  fid  Surgeon. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foater. 

Department  op  State,  Sept.  14, 1811. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yoar  let- 
ter of  the  4th  inatanty  respecting  the  eocoonter 
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etween  the  United  States'  frigate  the  President 
ad  His  BritaQQie  Majesty's  ship  Little  Belt, 
rbicb  I  hare  Uid  before  the  President  of  the  Uoi- 
.'d  States. 

Id  the  first  interview  which  took  place  between 
siAer  your  arrival  at  Washington,  I  stated  ex- 
liciily  that  no  inslrueiion  had  been  given  to  take 
Dj  seamen  from  on  board  a  British  ship  of  war, 
or  iDV  order  whatever  of  a  hostile  nature.  I 
lade  the  same  declaration  afterwards,  at  your 
*quest,  in  a  more  formal  manner ;  and  it  is  with 
tesaiQC  frankness  that  I  now  again  repeat  iu 
Such  a  declaration  was  deemed  proper,  in  or- 
sr  to  obviate  misapprehensions  which  might  ob- 
ruct  aoy  cooeiiiatory  and  satisfactory  proposi- 
DOS  with  which  yon  might  be  chargea.  It  was 
I  cooformity  also  with  tne  candor  and  friendly 
)\kj  which  have  been  ahowii  by  this  Govern- 
leot  ia  all  its  transactions  with  Qreat  Britain. 
If  the  aoswer  to  your  former  letter  was  limited 
itbisarowal  of  hostile  intentions  on  the  part  of 
us  Government,  it  need  scarcely  be  remarked, 
iit  Qo  further  view  of  the  subject  could  then, 
31  as  yet  can,  be  entered  into,  on  the  demand  of 
le  British  Governments  without  forgetting  an 
iseDtial  preliminary  to  sach  a  demand. 
It  might  he  added  that,  with  the  circumstances 
fthe  traqvaclion,  as  officially  before  this  Gov- 
roment,  the  true  around  on  which  it  claimed  at- 
ouon  was  that  ofa  violent  aggression  by  a  Brit- 
hoo  ao  American  ship,  in  a  situation  and  m'an<- 
er  authorizing  the  strongest  appeal  to  the  Brit- 
it  Gorerniaent  for  redress.  Ii  an  instant  repre- 
!DtatioQ  and  deoaand  to  that  effect  were  nov 
ttde,\it  was  a  proof  only  that  this  Government 
sriniued  the  event  of  the  encounter  to  temper 
le  fceliiigs  and  retard  the  complaint,  prompted 
f  the  origin  and  character  of  it. 
It  is  Dot  seen  without  surprise  that  the  case  of 
le  Chesapeake  is  cited  as  an  example  supporting 
demand  of  reparation  in  the  present  case.  No 
iher  remark  will  be  made  than  that  the  fifth 
sat  is  DOW  elapsine  without  reparation  in  that 
^e,  although  so  palpably  and  even  confessedly 
i<  to  the  rights  of  the  United  Sutes  and  the 
)nor  of  their  flag. 

Ifl  the  instruction  to  Captain  Bingham,  thus 
lokly  communicated,  the  President  sees  a  token 
amity  and  conciliation  which,  if  pursued  in 
^^xtent  corresponding  with  that  in  which  these 
Qtimeouare  entertained  by  the  United  States, 
Q>t  hasten  a  termination  of  every  controversy 
Qieh  has  so  long  subsisted  between  the  two 
^mues,    I  have  (he  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
AcouBTua  J.  FoeTEB,  Esq.,  dbc. 


The  result  of  this  inquiry,  which  was  conducted 
in  public,  in  a  manner  the  most  fair  and  impar- 
tial, and  established  by  the  concurrent  testimony 
of  all  the  officers  of  the  American  ship,  and  of 
others  whom  it  was  proper  to  summon,  cannot, 
it  is  presumed,  leave  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any 
one  that  Captain  Bingham  made  the  attack,  and* 
without  a  justifiable  cause. 

That  Commodore  Rodgers  pursued  a  vessel, 
which  had  at  first  pursued  him,  and  hailed  her 
as  soon  as  he  approached  within  suitable  distance,, 
are  circumstances  which  can  be  of  no  avail  to 
Captain  Bingham.  The  United  States  have  a 
right  to  know  the  national  character  of  the  armed 
ships  which  hover  on  their  coast,  and  whether 
they  visit  it  with  friendly  or  illicit  views;  it  is  a 
right  inseparable  from  the  sovereignty  of  every 
independent  State, and  i nil mately  connected  with 
their  tranquillity  and  peace.  All  nations  exercise 
it,  and  none  with  more  rigor,  at  a  greater  distance 
from  the  coast,  than  Great  Britain  herself,  nor 
any  on  more  iustifiable  grounds  than  the  United 
States.  In  addition  to  the  considerations  which 
have  recommended  this  precaution  to  other  Pow- 
ers, it  is  rendered  of  more  importance  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  the  practice  of  armed  vessels  from 
the  West  Indies  in  visiting  our  coast  for  unauthor- 
ized and  even  piratical  purposes.  Instances  have 
also  occurred,  in  which  the  commanders  of  Brit- 
ish ships  of  war.  after  impressing  seamen  from 
American  vessels,  have  concealed  their  names, 
and  the  names  of  their  ships^  whereby  an  appli- 
cation to  their  Gk)vernmenc  for  the  reparation 
due  for  such  outrages,  with  the  requisite  certainty, 
is  rendered  impracticable.  For  these  reasons  the 
conduct  of  Comoaodore  Rodgers,  in  approaching 
the  Little  Belt,  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries, 
and  exchange  a  friendly  salute,  was  strictly  coT'* 
raet. 

The  President,  therefore,  can  regard  the  act  of 
Captdft  Bingham  no  otherwise  than  as  a  hostile 
aggression  on  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and 
he  is  persuaded  that  Ris  Britannic  Majesty, 
viewing  it  in  the  same  light,  will  bestow  on  it  tha 
attention  which  it  merits.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  dbe.  JAMBS  MONROE. 

AuecsToe  J.  FosTBrn,  Esq., 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster. 

Department  of  State,  Oct,  11, 1811. 
I  ha?e  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of 
<  proceedings  ofa  court  of  inquiry,  held  by  or- 
t  of  the  President,  on  the  conduct  of  Commo- 
>re  Rodgers,  in  the  late  encouqter  between  a 
>Sate  of  the  United  Slates,  the  President,  «nd 
»  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the  ](iittle  Belt. 


Ptoeeeding§  0fa  Comi  oflmquirv  etmvmei  en  board 
ike  Vt^edStQiu'fiieiUe&ePremdtni,mtkekgr* 
bmrofNew  York,  on  the  30lik  ofAuguat,  1811,  jnifv 
numt  to  thefoUowing  warrant  .- 

To  Stupbbn  Dbcatu^,  E^., 

a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  U.  S, 
Whereas  it  doth  ap|>ear,  by  a  letter  from  John 
Rodgers,  Esq.,  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  Uni-. 
ted  Slates,  and  commanding  the  United  States'  , 
frigate  the  President,  to  me  .addressed^  bearing 
date  off  Sandy  Hook,  May  23,  1811,  a  copy  of 
which  is  hereunto  annexed,  that,  on  the  night  of 
the  I6th  day  of  May,  1811,  a  shot  was  fired  from 
a  vessel  of  war  called  the  Little  or  Lille  Be)t, 
(|Commanded  by  a  certain  A.  B.  Bingham,  Cap- 
tain, and  belonging  td  the  Navy  of  His  Britannic . 
Majesty;  at  the  said  frigate  the  President,  with-' 
out  any  previous  provecaiion  or  justifiable  cause : 
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And  whereas  the  United  States  are  «!  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  and  wish  to  maintain  the 
relation  of  peace  inviolate ;  and  whereas  this  act 
of  Captain  Bingham  can  be  considered  in  no 
other  light  than  as  an  act  of  hostility  unprovoked, 
and  an  insult  offered  to  the  flag  of  the  United 
States : 

Now,  therefore,  for  the  more  perfect  informa- 
tioa  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in 
the  premises,  I  do  hereby  authorize  and  require 
you  to  convene  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  to  consist  of 
yourself,  as  President,  and*  the  members  named 
oelow ;  to  hold  their  sessions  at  such  time  and 
place  as  may  be  most  suitable  and  convenient; 
to  call  before  them  all  officers  and  others  whose 
presence  may  be  deemed  necessary ;  to  examine 
minutely  into  every  circumstance  stated  in  the 
letter  of  John  Rodg^rs,  Esq.,  annexed ;  to  take  all 
the  testimony  that  can,  in  any  manner  or  decree, 
elucidate  facts:  and  to  state  to  me  all  the  facts 
that  shall  be  disclosed,  in  order  that  such  pro- 
ceedings may  thereupon  be  had  as  may  appear  to 
be  right  and  proper. 

Of  this  court  you  will  appoint  Nathan  San- 
ford,  Ksq.,  the  Judse  Advocate. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  Navy 
Department  of  the  United  States^  this  24th  day 
of  July,  1811. 

PAUL  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  the  rfavy  U.  S. 

uiToc7^::"i,  \  »•«»-'  «»/"-^«>  U'  *  ^' 

NATBAif  Sanford,  Esq.,  Judge  Advocate. 


Present:  Com.  Stbpbbn  Decatur,  iVe»tc2efi/; 
Capt.  Chablbb  Stbwart,  Capt.  Isaac  Cbaoh- 
OBT,  numben. 

Mr.  Sanford  being  unable,  from  the  bad  stale 
of  his  health,  to  act  aa  Judge  Advocate,  the  court, 
at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  ap- 
pointed Wif^LiAM  Padldimo,  jun.,  Adjuunt  Gen- 
eral of  the  State  of  New  York,  their  Judge 
Advocate,  who  thereupon  administered  to  the 
members  thereof  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Arti- 
cles of  war:  after  which,  the  President  of  the 
court  administered  to' the  Judge  Advocate  the 
oath  by  the  said  articles  prescribed. 

The  court  having  appointed  Jobb  Hbath, 
lieuteiiani  of  marines,  their  Provost  Marshal,  ad- 
journed to  Bueet  at  the  same  pftaee  to*morrow 
morping,  at  11  o'clock. 

Satoiidat,  Auguit  31, 1811. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment :  Pre- 
sent, Commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  President; 
Captain  Charles  Stewart,  Captain  Isaac  Chaun- 
•  cey.  members. 

The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday 
were  read,  and  approved  of  by  the  court. 

Charles  Ldolow,  Esq.,  was  sworn  by  the 
court  as  a  witness. 

^oestlon  by  the  Judge  Advocate.  Were  you 
on  board  the  United  States'  frigate  the  President 
at  the  time  of  the  action,  on  the  evening  of  the 
16th  of  May  last,  between  her  and  itis  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship  the  Lille  or  Little  B^t. 


Answer.  Yes. 

duesuon  by  the  Judge  Advocate.  What  wis 
your  station  on  board  the  said  frigate  the  Presi- 
dent, at  the  time  of  the  action  aforesaid? 

Answer.  Acting  Captain,  with  the  rank  of 
master  commandant. 

Question  by  the  Judge  Advocate.  When  and 
where  did  you  first  discover  the  Little  Belt,  aod 
what  were  the  circumstances  which  ocearred 
from  the  time  you  perceived  her  until  the  ter- 
mination of  the  said  action  ? 

Answer.  On  the  16th  day  of  May  last,  at  meri- 
dian, there  were  discovered  from  the  mastbeid 
of  the  United  States'  fri^te  the  President  ser^ 
ral  sail  in  the  east,  of  which  the  Little  Belt  mast 
have  been  one.  We  were  then  in  seventeen  fath- 
oms water.  Cape  Henry  bearing  southwest,  dis- 
tant fourteen  or  fifteen  leagues. 

At  half-past  one,  P.  M.,  from  the  deck  of  the 
President,  we  discovered  the  Little  Belt  to  be 
a  square-rigged  vessel,  standing  for  us  under  a 
press  of  sail;  we  being  then  upon  a  viod  staad- 
mg  to  the  southward,  and  eastward  and  the  Lit- 
tle Belt  bearing  east  by  south.  About  fire  min- 
utes after,  she  settled  her  royals,  and  showed 
signals,  which  $he  toept  flying  for  severs!  min- 
utes )  when  Commodore  Rodgers  gave  orders  to 
hoist  the  colors^  and  to  clear  the  decL  When 
the  Little  Belt  hauled  down  her  signals,  she 
wore,  and  stood  to  the  southward,  aod  set  her 
larboard  topgallant  studding  sails  and  upper  stay- 
sails. 

About  a  quarter  past  two,  P.  M.,  Commodore 
Rodgers  ordered  to  neat  to  quarters ;  then  we  kept 
the  President  good  full.  At  four.  P.  M.,  the  irind 
became  very  light,  the  Little  Belt  theo  bearing 
about  south-southeast,  thirteen  miles  from  os, 
when  we  set  our  upper  stay-sails  sod  larboard 
topgallant  studding  sails;  about  this  time  the 
Little  Belt  set  her  Tower  studding  sails ;  we  were 
then  steering  about  south.  About  five,  P.  M.^^e 
set  our  larboard  lower  studding  sail ;  the  Little 
Belt  bearing  about  south-southeast ;  a  very  light 
air  from  north-northeast ;  we  were  then  ffoing 
from  four  to  five  knots.  About  six,  P.  M.,the  Little 
Belt  set  her  starboard  topgallant  stadJing  sails, 
and  hauled  up  about  4  point,  steering  south.  At 
seven,  P.  M.,  or  a  little  after,  the  Little  Belt  took 
in  her  sudding  sails,  and,  ten  or  fifteen  mioutn 
after/she  hove  to  on  the  starboard  tack.  At  half- 
past  seven,  P.  M.,  we  took  in  our  studdinj  saiU, 
royals,  and  stay-sails;  at  which  hour,  for  the  first 
time,  {saw  colors  flying  on  board  the  Little  Belt, 
but  I  could  not  tell  to  what  nation  she  beloa^ed* 
At  eight,  P.  M.,  we  hauled  the  foiesail  op,  aod 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards  Commo- 
dore Rodgers  gave  me  orders  to  take  a  positioo  ob 
the  weather  quarter  of  the  Little  Belt,  at  speak- 
ing ;  distance  while  we  were  running  down  for 
her,  she  wore  several  times.  At  hall-past  ei^bt, 
P.  M.,  we  rounded  her  on  her  weatter  beam, 
within  speaking  distance ;  she  then  laying  vith 
'fcer  maintopsail  to  the  mast.  While  roufldiDg 
to.  Commodore  Rodgers  hailed  the  Little  Belt, 
saying  ''  what  ship  is  that  ?**  to  which  I  did  001 
hear  any  answer.    SomEe  moments  after  the 
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CoDHDoddre  again  bail.ed  the  Little  Beit,  sayif^ 
'^  what  ship  is  that?"  but  previously  to  the  tet- 
ood  hiiil,  Commodore  Rodgers  observed  to  me  the 
ship  was  forging  too  fast  ^head.  While  the  Gom*- 
modore  was  bailing  the  second  time,  I  was  at* 
tradiog  to  bave  the  jib  and  mizzen  brfiiled  ap, 
ud  backing  the  mizzen  topsail,  and  was  then 
standiDg  on  the  gratings  of  the  8Uer-hatch,.look' 
io^  at  the  mizzen  toi>sail,  with  my  baek  to  the 
Little  Belt.  At  tbe  time  of  the  second  bail  of 
Commodore  Rodgers,  a  gun  was  fired,  but,  from 
my  position,  I  could  not  see  from  what  sbip  the 
shot  was  fired  ;  but  my  impression  was,  ffom  the 
report  of  the  gan.  and  not  feeling  any  jat,  thatjt 
came  from  the  Little  Belt.  Inmiediately  after  I 
heard  the  report  of  the  sat(i  ffuo,  and  while  in 
the  act  of  ordering  the  men  from  the  braces  ^o 
their  qaarters,  I  heard  some  person  sing  out  ^sbe 
has  fired  into  09,*^  and  instantaneously  a  gun  went' 
off  from  tbe  President's  gun  deck ;  the  Commo- 
dore  was  then  standing  in  tbe  sanffway.  The  gun 
from  the  President  was  scarcely  nred,  when  three 
gOQs  were  fired  from  the  Little  Belt,  in  quick  sae- 
cessioa,  accompanied  with  musketry.  The  Com- 
modore then  gave  some  orders,  tne  purport  of 
which  Idid  not  distinctly  bear;  but  tbe  President 
theo  commenced  firing.  After  firing  from  her 
ahoQt  two  mintites,  I  remarked  to  Commodore 
Rodgers  we  were  firing  too  hig^h.  The  Commo- 
dore then  direetec)  me  to  go  upon  the  gun-deck, 
and  to  give  orders  to  fire  low  and  two  round 
shot.  After  giving  the  s^id  orders,  I  had  time 
to  stay  and  see  one  gun  pointed  and  fired,  and 
theo  returned  to  tbe  hatchway,  and  repeated  the 
order  to  fire  Jow^  and  immediately  after  was 
returDing  to  tbe  quartef-deck,  when  I  received 
ao  order  from  the  Commodore,  by  tbe  sailing- 
master,  to  cense  firing,  which  order  was  obeyed. 
I  then  gave  orders  to  load  tbe  guns  and  run  them 
oat,  and  then  repaired  to  tbe  quarter-deck.  As 
MOD  as  I  got  on  tbe  quarter-declt,  the  Little  Belt 
recommenced  firing,  which  was  returned  imme^ 
diately  by  the  President,  and  contiiiued  a  few 
miootes;  when  I  received  an  order  from  Com- 
modore Rodgers  to  cease  firing,  a»  he  said  some 
accident  had  happened  to  the  Little  Belt,  her 
bow  then  bearing  directly  on  the  President's 
broadidde,  and  she  (tbe  Little  Belt)  apparently 
Qogovernable.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Commo- 
dore Rodgers  remarked  that  she  (the  Little  Belt) 
most  have  received  tome  unfortunate  shot  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action^  or  that  she  must' 
be  a  vessel  of  force  very  inferior  to  what  we  had 
itken  her  for.  About  this  time  I  observed  the  gaff 
of  the  Little  Belt  was  down,  mizzen  topsail*yard 
OB  the  cap,  and,  I  believe,  the  main  topsaii-yard 
also.  I  did  not  then  perceive  any  colors  flying. 
1  then  went  forward  to  have  the  pumps  sounded, 
when  I  heard  some  hailing. 

After  I  had  attended  to  my  doty,  I  rerurned 
aft, at  which  time  tbe  Little  Belt  was  steering  to 
the  southward  and  eastward,  and  the  President 
was  lying  to.  About  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  took 
ID  topgallant  sails,  and  lay  to  with  the  mizzen 
topsail  back,  and  bead  to  the  northward  and 
westward.  At  thia  time  I  received  orders,  to  pre- 


pare for  tacking,  when  I  replied  that  tbe  main 
and  cross'iack  braces  were  shot  away  ;  the  Com« 
modore  then  gave  orders  to  repair  damages, 
About^a  quarter  before  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
having 4ost  sio^ht  of  the  Little  Belt,  we  wore  to 
the  southwaru  and  eastward,  and  filled  away, 
the  wind  being  about  northeast,  and  something 
fresher  than  it  had  been ;  about  forty  minutes 
after  midnight  We  backed  the  mizzen  topsail,  and 
lay  to  during  tbe  remainder  of  the  night.  At 
sunrise  we  discovered  the  Little  Belt  on  our  lee- 
beam,  bearing^  nearly  south-southwest,  distant 
about  eight  miles ;  we  set  the  foresail,  and  bore 
up  for  her ;  shortly  after  our  bearing  up  for  her, 
she  took  all  ber  sails  in  except  the  main  topsail, 
«nd  was  employed  unbending  them..  At  eight 
in  the  morning  we  hove  to  under  her  lee-beam,  ^ 
hailed  her,  and  sent  our  boat  aboard  with  Lieii-> 
tenant  Creighton ;  on  his  return,  at  nine  o'clock, 
be  reported  her  to  be  the  British  ship  of  war  Lit- 
tle Belt,  commanded  by  Captain  Bingham.  We 
then  hoisted  our  boat  up,  and  stood  by  the  wind 
to  the  northward  and  westward;  moderate  breezea 
and  clear  weather. 

duestion  by  a  member  of  the  court.    Have  you 
seen  Commodore  Rodgers's  official  letter  to  the. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  offSan()y  Hook,  on 
the  23d  day  of  May  last,  relative  to  the  action  . 
with  the  Little  Belt  1 

Answer.  Yes. 

duestion  by  a  member  of  the  court.  Are  there 
any  circumstances  stated  in  that  letter  which  yoa 
know  to  be  incorrect? 

Answer.  There  are  none. 

duestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  How  long 
do  vou  suppose  tbe  firing  between  the  President 
ana  the  Little  Belt  continued  1 

Answer.  Including  tbe  interval  previously  men- 
tioned, fVom  fourteen  to  eighteen  minutes. 

Ctuestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Was  the 
Preaidentat  any  timp  during  the  rencounter  on 
fire? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 
'  dnestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.    Did  the 
President  sheer  off  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  Lit- 
tle Belt,  at  any  time  during  the  action? 

Answer.  No, 

duestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  AAer  the 
Little  Belt's  fire  was  silenced,  did  Commodore 
Rodgers  appear  anxious  to  prevent  ftirther  injury 
being  done  her^ 

Ansv^er.  Yes,  both  times. 

dnestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Were  there 
any  other  than  round  or  grape  shot  fired  nt  the 
Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  There  were  none  other  fired  ;  we  had 
no  other  than  round  and  grape  shot  on  deck. 

duestion  by  Comibodore  Rodgers,  In  the  po- 
sition the  two  ships  were  at  the  time  Coqimodore 
Rodgers  gave  orders  the  second  time  to  cease 
firing,  what  would,  in  your  opinion,  have  been  the 
effect  of  another  broadside  from  the  President  ? 

Answer.  More  injurious  than  any  the  Little 
Belt  bad  received;  probably  it  would  have  sunk 
her. 

The  court  adjobrned  to  meet  again  at  the 
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^ame  place  on  Monday  next  at  eleveo  o'clock  in 
tl\e  forenoon  of  that  day. 

'Monday,  September  2^  1811. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment :  Pres- 
ent, Commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  President ; 
Captain  Charles  Stewart,  Captain  Isaac  Chaun* 
cey,  members. 

^  The  proceedings  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved  by  the  court. 

JoBi«  Orde  Creigbton,  £sq.j  was  produced 
and  sworn  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  oa  board  the  United 
Slates  frigate,  the  President,  during  the  engage- 
ment on  the  night  of  the  16th  day  of  May  last, 
with  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship,  the  Lille,  or 
Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  hold  any,  and  what,  post  on 
board  the  said  frigate,  the  President? 

Anwser.  Yes,  first  lieutenant. 

Question.  Where  were  you  quartered  on  board 
the  President  the  night  of  the  action  ? 

Answer.  At  the  fourth  division,  on  the  upper 
deck. 

Q^uestion.  At  what  time  did  you  discover  the 
Little  Belt,  and  how  did  she  bear? 

Answer.  At  half  past  one  P.  M.  on  the  day  of 
the  action,  I  discovered  the  Liide  Belt,  «he  then 
bearing  three  or  four  points  on  our  weather  bow. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  discover  the 
Little  Belt  to  be  a  man  of  war,  and  how  were 
both  ships  steering  at  that  time? 

Answer.  At  half  past  one,  P.  M.  on  the  day  of 
the  aeiioo,  I  was  under  an  impression  the  Little 
Belt  was  a  man  of  war ;  we  were  upon  a  wind, 
standing  to  the  southward  and  eastward,  and  she 
before  the  wind  standi n|[  for  us. 

QrUestion.  At  what  time  did  the  frigate,  the 
President,  display  her  colors,  «od  when  did  the 
Little  Belt  show  her  colors? 

Answer.  At  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  \  came 
up  from  the  gun  deck,  I  saw  the  eolors  of  the 
President  flying  \  but  I  did  not  observe  any  colors 
flying  on  the  Little  Belt  then,  or  at  any  time 
during  the  chase. 

duestion.  At  what  time  did  the  President  come 
within  hailing  distaace  of  thd  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  About  half  past  eight,  P.  M. 

QrUestion.  Was  the  first  hail  uom  the  Presi* 
dent  or  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  From  the  President. 

Question.  Was  that  hail  answered  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  the  Commodore  hailed  '^  ship-a- 
hoy !"  the  answer  from  the  Little  Beit  was  "hal- 
loo r'  After  which.  Com.modore  Rodgers  asked 
"What  ship  is  that?^'  and  the  same  question  of 
'*  What  ship  is  that?"  was  immediately  repeated 
from  the  Little  Belt.  Commodore  Rodgers  again 
asked  "What  ship  is  that,  I  say?"  to  which  no 
answer  was  given,  but  I  immediately  heard  the 
report  of  a  gun,  but  did  not  see  from  which  ship 
it  proceeded,  but  from  not  feeling  any  jar,  my 
belief  is  it  came  from  the  Little  Belt. 

Question.  Were  yon  observing  the  Little  Belt 
at  the  time.yoo  heard  the  report  of  the  said  gun? 


Answer*  I  was  not. 

Question*  At  the  time  you  heard  the  report  of 
the  said  gun,  had  any  gun  been  fired  from  the 
division  you  then  comoaanded.  or  had  any  provo- 
cation been  siven  by  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the 
Captain  of  the  Little  Belt. 

.  Answer*  No  gun  had  then  been  fired  from  my 
division,  neither  had  any  provocation  been  given 
by  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Captain  of  the 
Little  Belu 

Qtuesiion.  Daring  the  ehasa  of  the  Little  Belt, 
or  at  any  time  previous  to  your  coming  up  with 
her,  what  were  the  orders  ^iven  by  Commodore 
Rodgers  with  respect  to  firing  ? 

Answer.  The. Commodore  called  me  to  hifo, 
and  directed  me  to  see  the  locks  of  the  gaosof 
the  fourth  division  half  cocl(ed,  and  the  aprou 
laid  on  \  and  remarked  to  me,  that  he  would  oot, 
for  any  consideration,  have  any  accident  happen, 
and  ordered  rae  not  to  fire  on  the  chase  uotii  sbe 
fired  on  us,  or  I  received  orders  to  that  effect 
from  him. 

Question.  Did  yQU  receive  any  orders  from 
Commodore  Rodgers. to  fire  previously  to  the 
Little  Belt  having  fired  at  the  President? 

Answer.  It  was  not  until  after  the  Little  Belt 
had  discharged  her  broadside, at  the  Presideot 
that  I  received  orders  from  Commodore  Rodgers 
to  fire* 

Q^iestion.  Were  the  guns  of  the  Little  Beit 
silenced,  and  how  soon  after  you  received  tke 
above  orders  to  fire  ? 

Anfiwer.  The  guns  of  the  Li ule  Belt  were  si- 
lenced in  about  five  minutes  from  that  time. 

Question.  After  the  fire  of  the  Little  Belt  wtt 
silenced,  did  Commodore  Rodgers  appear  sox- 
ious  to  prevent  further  injury  being  done  toker? 

Answer.  Yes;  the  Commodore  made  aseof 
every  exertion  on  the  occasion  to  prevent  farther 
injury  to  the  Little  Belt,  and  went  himtelfio 
some  of  the  guns  on  the  quarter  deck  and  ordered 
the  captains  of  them  to  cease  firing.. 

Q^uestion.  Did  the  fire  of  the  Preai4eDt  then 
cease,  and  did  the  Liule  Belt  afterwards  reeoio- 
mence  firing,  and  how  soon  ? 

Answer.  The  President  thea  ceased  firing,  <&<* 
in  about  three  miautes  mfter  the  Little  Belt  re- 
commenced  firings  and  iosmediatejiy  the  P^>* 
dent  renewed  her  fire,  which  lasted  about  ore 
minutes,  when  the  fir«  of  the  Little  ^[J^ 
completely  silenced;  and  I. then  heard  ti officer 
of  the  President  (I  think  it  was  LieutentDl  P«t- 
ry)  say,  somebody  is  hailing  from  the  other  ship, 
saying,  their  colors  are  down,  and  that  they  ii« 
in  great  distress. 

Q^uestion.  As  soon  as  the  Little  Belt  wss  i 
second  time  silenced,  did  Commodore  Rodgers 
use  every  exertion  to  prevent  further  iojury  to 
her?    Answer.  Yes,  sir.  <. 

Question.  At  the  lim^  you  heard  the  ^^1^^ 
the  first  gun  did  yon  hear  any  persons  on  botra 
the  Prei^ident  sing  our,  she  has  fired  into  os* 

Answer.  I  heard  several  persons  sav  "She  hi* 
fired  into  us;"  meaning  the  Little  Belt. 

Ctuestioo.  Did  you  board  the  Little  Belt  tut 
morning  after  the  action  ?    Answer.  Tes* 
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Quesdoo.  Did  Captain  Bingham  inform  you 
}  he  took  the  President  for  a  French  ship? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Qaesiton.  What  message  were  yoa  charged 
with  from  Commodore  Rodgers  to  Captain  Bing- 
ham when  yon  boarded  the  Little  Belt  the  morn- 
ing after  the  action  ? 

Answer.  Commodore  Rodgers  ordered  me  to 
go  on  board  the  Little  Belt,  to  ascertain  the  name 
of  the  ship  and  her  commander,  and  to  express 
his  deep  regret  at  what  had  taken  place,  and  to 
say  he  regretted  that  the  Little  Belt  had  fired 
first ;  that  had  he  known  her  force  he  would  eren 
hare  received  a  shot  without  returning  it. 

doestion.  Hare  you  seen  Commodore  Rod- 
gers's  official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
dated,  off  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  23d  day  of  May 
last,  relatire  to  the  action  with  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  Yes. 

dnestton.  Are  there  any  circumstances  in  that 
letter  which  yon. know  to  be  incorrect  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  none. 

Ctoestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Was  the 
President  on  fire  at  any  time  during  tbe  ren- 
counter with  the  Little  belt? 

Answer.  She  #as  not. 

dnestioa  by  Commodote  Rodgers.  Did  the 
President  sheer  off  with  a  view  to  aroid  the  Lit- 
tle Belt  at  any  time  during  the  action  9 

Answer.  Certainly  not. 

doestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Were  there 
any  other  than  round  and  grape  shot  fired  at  the 
Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge;  from  the 
foorth  diYision,  which  I  commanded,  there  were 
Bone  other  fired;  there  were  none  other  than 
round  and  grape  shot  on  deck. 

Gtuestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  In  the  po- 
sition the  two  ships  were  at  the  time  Commodore 
Rodgers  gave  orders  the  second  time  to  cease 
firing,  what  would,  in  your  opinion,  hare  been 
the  effect  of  another  broadside  from  the  Presi- 
dent? 

Answer.  It  is  more  than  probable  it  woaAd  have 
snnk  the  Little  Belt. 

dnestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  When  yen 
delivered  Commodore  Rodgers's  message  to  Cap- 
tain Bingham,  did  he  ask  yoq  why  the  President 
bid  fired  at  all  ? 
^  Answer.  No;  he  asked  me  no  question  of  that 
kind. 

Captain  Hsnrt  Calowbll  was  produced  to 
the  court,  and  sworn  as  a  witness. 

duestiott.  Were  you  on  board  the  United 
States  frigate,  the  President,  during  the  engage- 
ment, on  the  night  of  the  16th  day  of  May  last, 
with  the  Little  Belt?    Answer.  I  was. 

duestion.  What  is  your  station  on  board  the 
President  ? 

Answer.  Commandant  of  marines. 

Cluestioo.  When  the  President  had  arrived 
within  hailing  distance  of  the  Little  Belt,  did 
Commodore  Rodgers  hail  her  first? 
%     Answer.  Tes. 

Question.  What  answer  did  Commodore  Rod- 
gers receive  from  tbe  Little  Belt? 
l^^th  Cox.  l8t  SjBa8.~60 


Answer.  I  indistinotlv  heard  a  voice  from  the 
Little  Belt,  but  I  could  not  tell  whether  it  waa 
an  answer  to  the  Commodore's  hail,  or  whether 
the  Little  Belt  hailed  in  return. 

Question.  Were  you  in  a  position  to  observe 
the  Little  Belt  at  the  time  the  first  gun  was  fired? 

Answer.  I  was;  I  was  looking  directly  at  the 
Little  Belt  through  the  starboard  gangway. 

Question.  From  which  ship  was  tne  first  gun 
fired? 

Answer.  From  the  Little  Belt.  I  saw  the  fiash 
of  her  gun,  and  immediately  heard  the  report* 
Commodore  Rodgers,  turning  round  to  me,  asked 
"  What  the  devil  was  that  V  and  I  replied,  <$  She 
has  fired  into  us." 

Question.  Did  Commodore  Rodgers  hail  the 
Little  Belt  a  second  time,  and  was  it  then,  and 
before  he  received  any  answer  from  her,  that  she 
fired  into  the  President? 

Answer.  The  Commodore  hailed  a  second 
time,  and  received  no  answer ;  but  before  he  had 
time  to  take  the  trumpet  from  his  mouth  the  Lit- 
tle Belt  fired  into  the  President. 

Question.  At  this  time  had  Commodore  Rod* 
gers  given  anjr  provocation  to  the  commander  of 
the  Little  Bell  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  What  were  Commodore  Rodgers's 
orders  ou  board  the  President  before  coming  up 
with  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  His  orders  were  not  to  fire  unless 
fired  into,  as  we  were  not  to  be  the  aggressor  on 
any  account. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  the  men  under 
your  command  coounence  firing  at  the  Little 
Belt? 

Answer.  Not  until  the  President  had  received 
a  second  broadside  from  the  Little  Belt. 

Question.  After  the  President  opened  her  fire 
upon  the  Little  Belt,  was  the  iatter  ship  silenced, 
and  bow  soon  ? 

Answer.  She  was  silenced,  I  think,  in  four  or 
five  minutes. 

Question.  When  the  Little  Belt  was  silenced, 
did  Commodore  Rodders  appear  anxious  to  pre- 
vent Airther  injury  being  done  to  her  ? 

Answer.  He  appeared  very  anxious  te  prevent 
further  injury  to  the  Littie  mlt,  ai^d  gave  imme- 
diate orders  to  cease  firing. 

Question.  Did  the  President  cease  firing,  end 
did  the  Little  Belt  afterwards  renew  her  fire  at 
the  President,  and  how  soon  ? 

Answer.  The  President  ceased  firing,  and  the 
Little  Belt,  in  about  two  minutes,  renewed  the 
action. 

Question.  Was  the  President's  fire  then  re- 
newed, and  how  long  did  it  continue  before  the 
fire  of  the  Little  Belt  was  completely  silenced? 

Answer.  The  fire  of  the  President  was  renewed 
and  continued  about  six  or  seven  minutes  before 
the  guns  of  the  Little  Belt  were  silenced. 

Question.  When  the  fire  of  the.  Little  Belt  was 
a  second  time  silenced,  did  Commodore  Rodjg^rs 
make  every  exertion  to  prevent  further  injury 
being  done  to  her  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 
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Q^uestioQ.  Have  yoa  teeo  Commodore  Rod- 
gers's  official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary^ 
dated  off  Saody  Hook,  on  the  23d  day  of  May 
,  last,  relative  to  the  actioa  with  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Aoswer.  I  have. 

Question.  Are  there  any  circumetances  stated 
ID  that  letter  which  you  know  to  be  incorrect? 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Was  the 
^  President  at  any  time  on  fire  during  the  actioa  ? 
^     Answer.  She  was  not, 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Did  the 
President  sheer  off  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  Lit* 
tie  Belt  at  any  time  daring  the  action? 

Answer.  No. 

The  court  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place 
to*morrow  morning  at  eleven  o'clock. 

TtJEBDikT,  September  3, 1811. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment: — 
Present,  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  Presi- 
dent; Captpin  Charles  Stewart,  Captain  Isaac 
Chauncey,  members. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  yesterday 
were  read  and.  approved. 

Raymono  H.  J.  Pebrt  was  produced  and 
sworn  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  United 
States  frigate,  the  President,  during  the  engage- 
ment on  the  night  of  the  16th  of  May  last  with 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship,  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  I  was,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  hold  any,  and  what,  station 
on  board  the  United  States  frigate,  the  Presi- 
dent ? 

Answer.  I  hold  the  station  of  junior  lieutenant 
and  signal  officer. 

Question.  At  what  time  were  the  colors  hoisted 
on  board  the  President  ? 

Answer.  About  a  quarter  before  two,  P.  M.  on 
the  day  of  the  action. 

Q;uestion.  Were  the  colors  of  the  President 
kept  flying  until  she  arrived  alongside  of  the  Lit- 
de  Belt  ? 

Answer.  Tiiey  were. 

Question.  On  the  day  of  the  said  action,  where 
were  you  quartered  on  board  the  frigate  President  ? 

Answer.  On  the  quarter-deck. 

Question.  Were  you  standing  near  Commodore 
Rodgers  when  he  first  hailed  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  I  was  standing  at  his  elbow. 

Question.  Had  the  Little  Belt  then  hailed  the 
President  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  the  Little  Belt  hail  the 
President. 

Question.  When  Commodore  Rodgers  hailed 
the  Little  Belt,  was  there  any  replv  from  her,  and, 
if  any,  what  was  the  nature  of  it? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  aoyr  ttpi^f. 

Question.  Was  sufficient  time  given  by  Com- 
modore Rodgers  for  the  Little  Belt  to  have  an- 
swered his  hail  ? 

Answer.  There  was  sufficient  time  given  in 
my  opinion. 

Question.  Did  Commodore  Rodgers  hail  the 
Little  Belt  the  second  time,  if  so,  how  aoon  ? 


Answer.  He  in  a  few  seconds  hailed  the  Little 
Belt  again. 

Question.  Did  the  Commodore  receive  auysa- 
swer  to  his  second  hail,  and,  if  so,  what  was  its 
purport? 

Answer.  I  heard  no  reply  from  the  Little  Belt 

Question.  At  the  t  iroe  of  Commodore  Rodgers's 
second  hailing,  did  you  hear  the  report  of  a  gao? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Were  you  in  a  position  to  obserre 
the  Little  Belt  at  the  time  the  said  gun  was  fired? 

Answer.  It  was ;  I  was  standiiig  lookiog  out  of 
the  gangway  at  the  Little  Belt? 

Question.  Was  the  said  gun  fired  from  the 
Little  Belt? 

Answer.  It  waa ;  I  saw  the  flash  and  heard  tbi 
report. 

Question.  At  this  time  had  any  gun  been  fired 
from  the  President,  or  any  provocation  whateref 
been  ^iven  by  the  Commodore  to  the  Gaptaiaof 
the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  No  gun  had  at  this  time  been  fired  br 
the  President,  and  I  know  not  of  any  provocation 
having  been  given  by  the  Commodore  to  the 
Captain  of  the  Little  Belt. 

Q.  Was  the  latter  ship  silenced,  and  howsooo? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt  was  silenced,  to  tbe 
best  of  my  recollection,  in  five  or  six  mioates. 

Question.  When  the  fire  of  the  Little  Belt  vis 
silenced,  did  the  Commodore  appear  anxious  to 
prevent  further  injury  being  done  to  ber  1 

Answer.  He  did  appear  very  much  so;  ordm 
to  that  eflfect  were  passed  from  him  to  every  din- 
sion  of  guns. 

Question.  Did  the  fire  of  the  President  hereupoa 
cease?  and  did  the  Little  Belt  renew  her  fire,  aod 
in  what  time  ? 

Answer.  The  fire  of  the  President  ceased  » 
soon  as  the  orders  were  received  j  and  in  about 
two  minutes  alter  the  fire  of  the  Little  Belt  wtf 
renewed. 

Question.  Did  the  President  then  reconincoce 
her  fire,  and  was  the  Little  Belt  again  sileoced, 
and  how  soon  ? 

Answer.  The  President  then  recommeBcedhci 
fire,  and  in  about  six  minutes  afterward  the  goos 
of  the  Little  Belt  were  silenced. 

Question.  When  the  fire  of  the  Little  Belt  was 
silenced  a  second  lime,  did  Commodore  Bod^^^ 
make  every  exertion  to  prevent  further  iajurf  ^ 
being  done  to  her  ?    Answer.  He  did,  sir. 

Question..  Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodg- 
ers's  official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  theNajf) 
dated  off  Saody  Hoc^  on  the  23d  day  of  mj 
last,  relative  to  the  action  with  the  Little  BeU» 

Answer.  I  have.  . 

Question.  Are  there  any  eircumsuoces  sta^d 
in  that  letter  which  you  know  to  be  iocorrecti 

Answer.  I  know  of  none. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Was  the 
President  at  any  time  during  the  reacoooter  oo 
fire? 

Answer.  No.  . 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Did  tw  < 
President  sheer  off  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  iMw 
Belt  mt  any  time  during  the  adioa  ?  Ans.  rio.  ' 
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Q^MstfOB  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Id  the  po* 

»  sitioo  the  two  ships  were. at  the  time  I  gave  orders 

a  secood  time  to  cease  firing^   what  would,  in 

your  opioion,  have   beea  the  effect  of  another 

broadside  from  the  President? 

Answer.  Utter  d^tructton  to  theLitrle  Belt. 

Qaebtion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  At  the  time 
Igatre  orders  to  stop  the  fire  of  the  President 
the  second  time,  did  you  hear  a  bail  from  the 
Little  Belt,  saying  "  her  colors  are  down  ?" 

Answer.  I  heard  three^r  four  hails  at  that  time 
from  the  Little  Belt,  which  I  understood  to  that 
efftfct,  and  so  repeated  them  to  the  Commodore. 

duestioo  by  Commodore  Rodgera.  Has  it  been 
the  invariable  practice  on  board  the  President,  as 
well  as  the  usa^ e  of  the  service,  to  prepare  for 
action  before  going  alongside  of  a  strange  vessel 
of  war?     Answer.  It  has. 

^aesticn  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Did  I,  after 

the  fire  of  the  Little  Belt  was  siienoed,  or  at  any 

time,  ask  her  commander  if  he  had  struck  his 

colors?  if  not,  be  pleased  to  state  to  the  court 

:    what  my  inquiry  was. 

Answer.  The  Commodore  did  not  then,  oar  at 
any  other  lime,  ask  the  commander  of  the  Little 
Beit  if  be  had  struck  his  colors ;  but  the  Commo- 
dore's question  was,  *^  did  you  say  you  struck 
your  colors  ?" 

Q^esttoo  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  What  reply 
did  the  commander  of  the  Little  Belt  make  to 
my  question  of  '^did  you  say  you  had  struck 
your  colors  ?"• 

Answer*  I  couid  not  distinctly  hear  the  reply 
that  was  made  to  th%t  question ;  but  I  heard  at 
the  time  several  of  our  men  say,  he,  the  com* 
mander  of  the  Little  Belt,  says  **  Ay,  ay,  I  am  in 
great  disftiress." 

^nestien.by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Werelijrhts 
displayed  from  the  President  during  the  night 
after  the  action,  so  that  her  position  might  have 
been  observed  by  the  Little  Belt? 

Ansvrer.  Yes. 

Andrew  L.  B.  Maoibon  was  produced  to  the 
coart,  and  sworn  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  United  States' 
frigate  the  President  daring  the  action,  on  the 
night  of  the  16th  day  of  May  last,  with  His  Bri- 
taooie  Majesty's  ship  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 
«     Question.  Do  you  hold  any,  and  what,  station 
00  board  the  United  States'  frigate  <he  President? 

Answer.  Lieutenant  of  marines. 

CtnestioD.  Where  were  you  quartered  oti  board 
the  frigate  President  at  the  time  of  the  action  ? 

Answer.  Oo  the  gangway. 

Question.  Where  were  you  standing  when 
Cotnmodore  Rodgers  hailed  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  I  was  standing  on  the  combings  of  the 
maio  hatch,  on  the  larboard  side. 

Question.  Had  the  Little  Belt  then  bailed  the 
President? 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  When  Commodore  Rodgers  hailed 
•  the  Little  Belt,  was  there  any  reply  from  her,  and; 
if  so,  what  was  the  nature  of  it  ? 
^  Answer.  I  heard  no  reply. 


Question.  Did  Commodore  Rodgers  hail  the 
Little  Belt  a  second  time,  and,  if  so,  how  soon? 

Answer.  He  did,  io  fifteen  or  eighteen  seconds. 

Question.  Was  sufficient  time  given  by  Com-* 
modore  Rodgers  for  the  Little  Belt  tQ  have  an* 
swered  his  first  hail,  before  the  Commodore  hailed 
her  a  second  time? 
-  Answer.  There  was. 

Question.  Did  Commodore  Rodgers  receive  any 
reply  to  his  second  hail,  and,  if  any,  what  was  its^ 
purport  ? 

Answer.  He  received  no  reply,  but  the  Little 
Belt  fired  a  gun  from  near  her  gangway. 

Question.  Were  you  in  a  position  to  observe 
the  Little  Belt  at  the  time  she  fired  that  gun  ? 

Answer.  Yes  $  I  was  looking  directly  at  the 
Little  Beit  when  she  fired ;  saw  the  flash,  and 
heard  the  report. 

Question.  When  the  Little  Belt  fired  the  said 

?fun,  had  any  gun  been  previously  fired  from  the 
rigate  President,  or  any  provocation  been  given 
by'Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  commander  of  the 
Little  Belt? 

Answer.  No  gun  had  then  been  fired  from  the 
President,  nor  bad  any  provocation  been  given  by 
the  Commodore  to  the  Commander  of  the  Little 
Belt. 

Question.  What  time  etapsed  before  the  Pre- 
sident returned  the  fire  of  the  Little  Belt  ?  and 
how  many  guns  were  fired  from  the  President 
before  the  Little  Belt  commenced  a  general  fire  ? 

Answer.  The  President  fired  one  gun  in  about  - 
nix  seeotods  after  having  received  the  shot  of  the 
Little  Belt,  and  immediately  the  latter  ship  fired 
three  gun^,  and  instantly  after  the  rest  of  her 
broadside  and  her  musketry. 

Question.  After  the  President  commenced  firing 
upon  the  Little  Bell,  was  the  latter  ship  silenced, 
and  in  what  time  ? 

Answer.  T^e  Little  Bell  was  silenced  in  six  or 
seven  minutes  after  ^at  time,  when  immediately 
Orders  were  passed  to  cease  firing. 

Question.  Did  the  President  then  cease  firing? 
and  did  the  Little  Belt  thereupon  renew  her  fire, 
and  how  soon  ? 

Answer.  The  President  ceased  her  fire,  and  the 
Little  Belt  in  about  two  or  three  minutes  after 
renewed  her  fire. 

Question.  Did  the  President  then  recommence 
her  fire  ?  and  was  the  Little  Belt  again  silenced, 
and  how  soon  ?  ^ 

Answer.  The  President  renewed  her  fire,  which 
continued  four  or  ^Te  minutes,  when  the  guns  of 
the  Little  Belt  were  silenced,  and  orders  were 
immediately  passed  to  me  to  cease  firing. 

Question.  At  the  several  times  when  the  guns 
of  the  Little  Belt  were  silenced,  did  Commodore 
Rodgers  ejceri  himself  to  prevent  further  injury 
being  done  to  her  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  orders  were  immediately  passed 

to  cease  firing. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodgers's 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  off 
Sandy  Hook,  on  the  23d  day  of  May  last,  relative 
to  the  action  with  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  I  have,  sir. 
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Q^uestioD.  Are  there  tay  circumstances  thereic 
stated  which  you  know  to  be  incorrect  7 

Answer.  None. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Was  the 
President  at  any  time  on  fire,  or  did  she  sheer  off 
during  the  action,  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  Little 
Belt? 

Answer.  The  President  was  not  at  an]^  time  on 
fire^  nor  did  she  sheer  off  daring  the  action,  with 
a  view  to  avoid  the  Little  Belt. 

Captain  Caldwell  of  the  niarines  was  again 
produced  to  the  court,  and  examined. 

Question.  What  time  elapsed  before  the  Pres- 
ident returned  the  fire  of  tne  Little  Belt  ?  and 
were  any,  and  how  many,  guns  fired  from  the 
President,  before  the  Little  Belt  commenced  a 
general  fire? 

Answer.  Five  or  six  seconds  elapsed  before  the 
President  returned  the  fire  of  the  Little  Belt,  by 
firing  one  gun,  and  immediaiely  the  latter  ship 
fired  three  guns,  and  instantly  the  rest  of  her 
broadside  and  her  musketry. 

The  court  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place 
to-morrow  morning,  at  11  o'clock. 

Wednssday,  Sept.  4, 1811. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment :  Pres- 
ent, Commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  President; 
Captain  Charles  Stewart,  Captain  Isaac  Chaun- 
ztWy  members. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  yesterday  were 
read  and  approved. 

Jacob  Mull  was  produced  to  the  court  and 
sworn  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  of  the  United 
States'  frigate  the  President  during  the  action  on 
the  night  of  the  16th  day  of  May  last  with  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  hold  any,  and  what,  station 
on  board  the  said  fri«;ate  the  President? 

Answer.  The  station  of  sailing-master. 

Question.  On  the  night  of  the  16th  dav  of  May 
last  where  were  you  quartered  on  board  the  aaid 
friffate  the  President  ? 

Answer.  On  the  quarter-deck. 

Questien.  When  within  hailing  distance,  did 
Commodore  Rod^rs  hail  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Had  the  President  at  that  time  been 
hailed  by  the  Little  Belt^ 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Commodore  Rogers  hail  the 
Little  Belt  again,  and  was  sufficient  time  ffiven 
for  her  to  answer  him  before  his  second  hail  ? 

Answer.  The  Commodore  hailed  the  Little 
Belt  a  second  time,  sufficient  time  haTing  been 

given  to  receive  an  answer  from  the  Little  Belt 
efore  the  Commodore's  second  hail. 
Question.  Was  anv,  and  what,  answer  given 
bv  the  commander  of  the  Little  Belt  to  either  hail 
or  Commodore  Rodgers  ? 

Answer.  There  was  an  answer  given,  I  think. 
To  the  first  hail  of  the  Commodore,  the  comman- 
der of  the  Little  Belt  said  halloo !  to  the  second 
hail  of  Commodore  Rodgers  there  was  no  answ^, 


but  instantly  the  Little  Belt  fired  a  shot,  which  I 
thought  struck  the  frigate  President. 

Question,  were  you  looking  at  the  Little  Belt 
at  the  tinoe  she  fired  that  shot  ? 

Answer.  I  was,  but  could  not  see  her  bull. 
'    Question.  At  the  time  the  Little  Belt  fired  the 
said  gun,  bad  any  gun  been  fired  from  the  Presi- 
dent, or  any  provocation  whatever  been  gireo  bf 
Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Captain  of  the  Little 

Answer.  No  gun  had  been  fired  from  the  Pres- 
ident, nor  had  any  provocation  whatever  been 
given  by  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Ctptaio  of 
the  Little  Belt. 

Question*  What  time  elapsed  before  the  Pres- 
ident returned  the  first  gan  of  the  Little  Belt? 
and  were  there  any.  and  how  many,  a  am  fired 
from  the  President  before  the  Little  Selt  com- 
menced a  general  fire  ? 

Answer.  Perhaps  three  or  four  seconds  elapsed 
before  the  President  returned  the  said  ffoa ;  there 
was  onW  one  gun  fired  from  the  President  before 
th^  Little  Beit  commenced  a  general  fire. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodgen's 
official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated 
ofi"  Sandy  Hook,  oa  the  23d  day  of  May  last,  rel- 
ative to  the  action  with  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  there  any  cireamstances  stated 
in  that  letter  which  you  know  to  be  incorrect? 

Answer.    None,  sir. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  What  was 
your  impression  as  to  the  force  of  the  Litde  Belt, 
from  the  time  you  first  observed  her,  ontil  the 
termination  of  the  firing,  or,  indeed,  antil  ber 
force  wa^ ascertained  the  next  morning? 

Answer.  I  thought  she  was  a  large  sized  frig- 
ate, until  we  came  in  hail  of  her,  the  next  da^. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  What  vis 
the  duration  of  the  action?  and  was  there aof 
cessation,  and  how  long? 

Answer.  The  action  continued  fourteen  or  fii- 
teen  minutes,  during  which  time  there  was  a  ces- 
sation of  the  fire  of  both  ships,  of  about  three 
minutes. 

Question  by  Cottmodtire  Rodgers.  When  the 
Little  Belt's  fire  was  finally  silenced,  coald  her 
guns  have  been  brought  to  bear,  had  her  com- 
mander wished  to  fire  again  ? 

Answer.  They  could. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  lo  the  po- 
sition the  two  ships  were  at  the  time  I  gave  orders 
a  second  time  to  cease  firing,  what  vroaid,  injoar 
opinion,  have  been  the  effect  of  another  broadside 
from  the  President?  _ .  , 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  have  sunk  the  Little 
Belt. 

Lieutenant  John  Oroe  Crbiobtoh  was  agaio 
produced  to  the  court  and  examined. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  ?^^**-?.^ 
your  impression  as  to  the  force  of  the  ^^^"*,  !?J 
from  the  time  you  first  observed  her,  ttDtil  iw 
termination  of  the  firing,  or,  indeed,  unul  aer 
force  was  ascertained  the  next  morning ? 

Answer.  I  was  under  the  impression  w"^J% 
Little  Belt  was  a  frigate,  untU  doubts  were  excitea 


1897 


APPENDIX. 


1898 


Rdatuma  with  Great  BritakL 


ia  my  miad  by  the  feeble  resistance  she  made  in 
the  action ;  and  on  the  foUowinff  morning  I  was 
•till  of  opinion  that  the  was  a  frigate  when  we 
first  discovered  her,  and  until  we  got  so  near  her 
as  to  be  certain  of  her  force. 

Qnestion  by  Commodore  Rods^ers.  Did  I  ask 
Toa,  immediately  on  yoar  retarn  from  the  Little 
6elt,  if  her  wheel  had  not  been  carried  away  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  Commodore  asked  me 
that  question. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  From  the 
Little  Belt's  manoeuvres  the  night  of  the  encoun- 
ter, did  you  suppose  her  wheel  had  been  shot 
away  ?    • 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  great  want  of  con- 
duct on  board  the  Little  Belt;  she  did  not  make 
that  defence  which  a  ship  of  her  force  ought  to 
hare  made 

duestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Did  Cap- 
tain Bingham  inform  you  that  he  had  not  seen 
our  colors  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Bingham  said  to  me  the  Pres- 
ident's colors  had  not  been  hoisted ;  I  replied  to 
bim  they  had  been  hobted  from  the  moment  we 
diifcorered  him  to  be  a  ship  of  war ;  he  then  said 
^ottr  mizzen  topsail  would  prevent  me  from  seeing 
It;  to  which  I  replied,  he  most  have  seen  our 
pennant,  as  it  showed  distinctly  above  the  royals ; 
he  then  said,  yes,  I  recollect  my  officers,  who  are 
better  acquainted  here  than  I  am,  told  me  you 
were  a  burgee. 

Q^iestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Is  it  the 
usage  of  the  service  to  prepare  for  action  before 
going  alongside  of  a  strange  vessel  of  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

The  court  adiourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morn- 
iog  at  11  o'cloclr,  at  the  same  place. 

Tbursdat,  S^.  5, 1811. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment :  Pres- 
sent,  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur^  President; 
Captain  Charles  Stewart,  Captain  Isaac. Chaun- 
cey,  menabers. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  yesterday  were 
read  and  approved. 

Joseph  Smith  was  produced  to  the  court  and 
sworn  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  United  States' 
frigate  the  President  on  the  night  of  the  16th  day 
of  May  last,  and  was  there  then  an  action  between 
her  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the  Little 
Belt? 

Answer.  I  was  on  the  night  of  that  day  on 
board  the  said  frigate  the  President,  and  there 
was  then  an  action  between  her  and  the  said  ship 
the  Little  Belt. 

Question.  Do  you  hold  any,  and  what,  station  of 
board  the  said  frigate  the  President?  and  where 
were  you  quartered  at  the  time  of  the  said  action  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  midshipman, acting  as  master's 
mate  on  board  the  Presiaent,  and  at  the  time  of 
the  said  action  commanded  the  sub-division  of 
the  fourth  division  of  guns  on  the  forecastle. 

Cluestion.  On  the  night  of  the  said  action,  did 
you  hear  Commodore  Rodgers  hail  the  Little 


Belt,  and  at  what  hour,  and  was  there  any,  and 
what,  reply  given  to  the  Commodore  ? 

Answer.  At  eight  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the 
said  action,  or  nearljr  at  that  hour,  I  heard  Com- 
modore Rodgers  hail  the  Little  Belt ;  to  whicl^/^ 
I  did  not  hear  any  reply. 

Cluestion.  Did  Commodore  Rodgers  hail  the 
Little  Belt  a  second  time,  and  how  soon,  and  was- 
there  any,  and  what,  reply  from  her  ? 

Answer.   The  Commodore  hailed  the  Little* 
Belt  a  second  time  in  about  five  seconds,  to  which 
I  heard  no  reply. 

Cluestion.  Did  you^at  the  lime  of  Commodore- 
Rodgers's  second  hail,  or  at  any  other,  and  what 
time,  hear  the  report  of  a  gun  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  the  flash  and  heard  the  report 
of  a  gun  almost  immediately  after  Commodore 
Rodgers's  second  hail. 

Cluestion.  When  you  saw  the  flash  and  heard 
the  report  of  the  sain  ffun,  were  you  in  a  position 
to  observe  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  standing  on  the  side  of 
the  after  gun  on  the  forecastle,  looking  directly 
at  the  Little  Belt. 

Cluestion.  Was  the  said  gun  fired  from  the  Lit- 
tle Belt?    Answer.  It  was,  sir. 

Question.  When  the  Little  Belt  fired  the  said 
gun,  had  any  gun  been  fired  by  the  JPresident,  or 
any  provocation  whatever  been  given  by  Com- 
modore Rodgera  to  the  commander  of  the  Little 
Belt? 

Answer.  At  that  time  there  bad  not  any  gun 
been  fired  from  the  President,  nor  had  any  prov- 
ocation that  I  know  of  been  given  by  the  Com- 
modore to  the  Captain  of  the  Little  Belt. 

Cluestion.  Did  the  President  return  the  fire  of 
the  Little  Belt,  and  how  soon  ?  and  did  the  Pres- 
ident fire  one  or  more  guns  in  return  ? 

Answer.  The  President  returned  the  fire  of 
the  Little  Belt,  in  four  or  five  second^  by  firing 
one  gun  only. 

Q^uestion.  Did  the  Little  Belt  thereupon  im^ 
mediately  commence  a  general  fire. 

Answer.  1  heard  three  guns  fired  from  the  Lit- 
tle Bell  immediately  after  the  President  had  fired 
the  said  j^un. 

Cluestion.  Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodsers's 
official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated 
off  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  23d  day  of  May  last,  rel- 
ative to  the  action  with  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Q^uestioo.  Are  there  any  circuoMtances  stated 
in  that  letter  which  you  know  to  be  incorrect? 

Answer.  There  are  none, 

^estion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  What  was 
your  impression  as  to  the  force  of  the  Little  Belt, 
from  the  time  you  first  observed  her,  until  the 
termination  of  the  firing,  or,  indeed,  until  her 
force  was  ascertained  the  next  morning? 

Answer.  I  took  her  to  be  a  frigate. 

Cluestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  What  was 
the  duration  of  the  action,  and  was  there  any  ces- 
sation, and  how  long  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  the  action  to  have  lasted 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  minutes ;  there  was  a 
cessation  of  two  and  a  half  or  three  minutes. 
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Q^aestion  hj  Commodore  Rodgers.  Did  you 
twice,  during  the  rencouoter,  receive  orders  to 
cease  firing? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^uestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  At  tiie  sev- 
eral times  the  said  orders  to  cease  firing  were 
passed  to  you,  particularly  the  last,  did  Commo- 
modore  Rodgers  make  every  exertion  to  prevent 
further  injury  being  done  to  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  Yes,  both  times;  I  received  the  last 
time  the  orders  from  three  different  officers  to 
cease  firing. 

Henry  Denison  was  produced  to  the  court 
and  sworn  as  a  witness. 

duestion.  Were  you  on  board  theUnited  States' 
frigate  the  President  on  the  ni^ht  of  the  16th 
day  of  May  last,  and  was  there  then  an  engage- 
ment between  tier  and  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
ship  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  I  was  then  on  board  the  said  frigate 
the  President,  when  an  action  took  place  between 
her  and  a  vessel  which  afterwards  proved  to  be 
the  Little  Belt. 

Q^uestion.  Do  you  hold  any,  and  what,  station 
on  board  the  said  frigate  the  President,  and  where 
were  you  quartered  at  the  time  of  the  action 
aforesaid? 

Answer.  I  am  acting  chaplain,  and  at  the  time 
of  the  said  action  was  quartered  on  the  quarter- 
deck. 

Question.  On  the  niffht  of  the  said  action,  did 
▼ou  hear  Commodore  Kodgers,  and  at  what  hour, 
nail  the  Little  Belt,  and  how  often?  and  was 
there  any.  and  what,  answer  given  bv  her  ? 

Answer.  About  a  quarter  past  eignt  o'clock  on 
the  night  of  the  said  action,  when  within  about 
seventy  or  eighty  yards  of  the  Little  Belt,  I  heard 
Commodore  Rodgers  hail  her,  and  ask,  ''what 
ship  is  that?"  to  which  inquiry  the  Little  Belt  in 
about  two  seconds  replied  by  putting  the  same 
question  of  ^*  what  ship  is  that  ?"  after  a  short  in- 
terval the  Commodore  repeated  his  first  question 
of  what  ship  is  that?"  to  which  no  reply  was 
'  given. 

Question.  Did  you,  at  the  time  of  Commodore 
Rodgers's  second  inquiry  of"  what  ship  is  that?" 
or  at  any  other,  and  what,  time,  hear  the  report 
of  a  gun  ? 
^  Answer.  Directly  after  Commodore  Rodgers's 
second  hail  I  heard  the  report  of  a  gun. 

Question.  When  you  heard  the  report  of  the 
said  gun,  were  you  in  a  position  to  observe  the 
Little  Beit? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

duestion.  Was  the  said  gun  fired  from  the 
Little  Bell? 

Answer.  From  my  position  just  at  that  mo- 
ment, r  could  not  see  aiiy  flash,  but  from  not  then 
feeling  any  jar  of  the  President,  my  belief  was, 
that  the  said  sun  was  fired  from  the  Little  Belt. 

duestion.  At  that  time,  had  any  gun  been  fired 
from  the  President,  or  any  provocation  been  given 
by  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Captain  of  the 
Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  No  gun  had  been  fired  from  the  Pres- 
ident, neither,  in  myopinion,  had  any  provocation 


been  given  by  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Little  Belt,  as  no  other  coDversaiion 
had  passed  between  them  than  what  I  have  men- 
tioned took  place  at  the  several  times  of  bailiog. 

duestion.  Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodgers's 
official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navf,  dated 
off  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  23d  day  of  May  last,  rel- 
ative to  the  action  with  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  Yes,str. 

Question.  Are  there  any  circumstances  therein 
stated  which  you  know  to  be  incorrect? 

Answer.  Not  any. 

Michael  Roberts  was  prodaced  to  the  coort, 
and  sworn  as  a  witness.  ' 

duestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  United  Stales' 
frigate  the  President  on  the  night  of  the  16th  day 
of  May  last,  and  wns  there  then  any  eogagemeoi 
between  her  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the 
Little  Belt?  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

duestion.  Do  vou  hold  any,  and  what,  sUlioa 
on  board  the  saidffrigate  the  President,  and  where 
were  you  quartered  at  the  time  of  the  said  action! 

Answer.  I  am  boatswain  of  the  President,  and 
was  at  the  time  of  the  said  action  quartered  oq 
the  forecastle. 

duestion.  Wbeta  within  bailing  distance,  diii 
either,  and  which,  ship  faaiJ  ?  and  from  wbieh 
of  the  said  ships  did  the  first  bail  proceed? 

Answer.  When  the  President  and  the  Little 
Belt  were  within  hailing  distance  of  each  other, 
Commodore  Rodgers  first  hailed  the  latter  ship. 

duestion.  Did  you  lietr,  and  at  what  time,  the 
report  of  a  gon  ?  aiid  were  you  thra  observiog 
the  Little  Belt,  and  did  it  proceed  from  her? 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  at  the 
time  Commodore  Rodgers  hailed  the  Little  Belt, 
I  was  standing  on  the  larboard  side  of  the  fore 
castle  belaying  the  weather  jib  sheet,  and  thea 
saw  theflash  ;  and  instantly  turning  my  head  to- 
wards tlie  Little  Belt,  I  beard  the  report  of  a  ^QD. 
and  saw  that  it  proceeded  from  her. 

duestion.  When  you  saw  the  flash  and  heard 
the  report  of  the  said  gun.  had  there  been  any  gun 
fired  from  the  Presidekit? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

duestion.  At  that  lime  had  Commodore  Rodg- 
ers given  any  provocation  whatever  to  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Little  Belt  7 

Answer.  None  that  I  beard  or  saw. 

duestion.  Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodg- 
ers's official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Na?f, 
dated  off  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  23d  of  May  last, 
relative  to  the  action  with  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

The  court  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place 
to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 

Friday,  Sept.  6, 1811. 

The   court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment: 
Present,   Commodore   Stephen  Decatur,  Pre«' 
dent ;  Captain  Charles  Stewart,  Capuin  Isaae 
Chauncey,  members. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  yesterday  were 
i:ead  and  approved. 

RicBARD  Carson  was  produced  to  the  coart 
and  sworn  as  a  witness. 
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QaestioD.  Were  you  on  board  the  Unfted  States' 
frigate  the  Presideot  od  the  night  of  the  16th  day 
of  may  last,  anil  was  there  then  ao  eoffagement 
between  her  and  His  Majesty's  ship  the  LiUle 
Belt?     Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^uestion.  Do  you  hold  atiy,  and  what,  station 
on  board  the  said  frigate  the  President,  and  where 
were  yoa  quartered  at  the  time  of  the  said  action  ? 
Answer.  I  am  a  midshipman  on  board  the 
President,  and  at  the  time  ot  the  said  action  was 
quartered  on  the  forecastle  and  gangway. 

Q,uestion.  Did  you,  on  the  night  ot  the  said 
aetioD;  hear  Commodore  Rodgers  hail  the  Little 
Belt,  and  at  what  hour,  and  how  often  ?  and  was 
there  any,  and  what,  reply  made  to  the  Commo- 
dore? 

Answer.  At  abotit  eight  o'clock  on  the  nfght 
of  the  aforesaid  action,  I  heard  Commodore 
Rodders  hail  the  Little  Belt,  by  askinj^  ^^what 
ship  IS  that  ?"  to  which  inquiry  the  Little  Belt 
replied  by  repeating  the  question  of  ^  what  ship 
is  that  ?"  In  a  short  time  the  Commodore  hailed 
the  Little  Belt  again,  asking  "what  ship  is  that  ?" 
to  which  question  she  replied  with  a  shot. 

Question.  Were  yod  looldng  at  the  Little  Belt 
when  she  fired  the  said  shot,  and  did  yoa  see  the 
flash,  and  bear  the  report  oi  the  gun  wfateh  she 
then  fired  ? 

Answer.  I  was  then  looking  at  the'  Little  Belt, 
and  saw  the  flash,  and  instantly  heard  the  report 
of  the  gan  which  she  then  fired. 

Q^uestion.  Was  the  said  gun  fired  from  the  Lit- 
tle Belt  without  any  previous  provocation  or  jus- 
tifiable cause? 

Answer.  There  had  then  been  no  gun  fired 
from  the  President,  nor  had  anj  conversation 
other  than  the  hailing  I  have  previously  mention- 
ed passed  between  Commodore  Rodgers  and  the 
Captain  of  the  Little  Belt. 

Ctuestion.  Was  the  gun  which  had  been  fired 
from  the  Little  Belt  returned  by  the  President, 
and  how  soon  ?  and  did  she  fire  one  or  more  guns 
in  return  ? 

Answer.  The  President  immediately  fired  one 
gun  only  in  return. 

doestion.    Did  the  Little  Belt;  as  soon  as  the 
gnn  she  fired  had  been  answered  by  the  President, 
commence  a  general  fire  ? 
Answer.  She  did. 

Q^uestion.    Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodg- 
ers's  official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of^the  Navy, 
dated  off  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  23d  of  May  last, 
relative  to  the  action  with  the  Little  Belt? 
Answer.    Yes,  sir. 

Q,Qe8tion.  Are  there  any  circumstances  stated 
in  that  letter  which  you  know  to  be  incorre<;t  ? 
Answer.  There  are  none. 
Matthew  C.  Perry  was  sworn  as  a  witness. 
Question*  Were  you  on  board  the  United  States' 
frigate  the  President  on  the  night  of  the  16th  day 
of  May  last,  and  was  there  then  an  engagement 
between  her  and  His  Brltannio  Majesty's  ship  the 
Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  I  was  then  on  board  the  said  frig&te 
the  President,  when  there  was  an  action  between 
her  and  the  sard  ship  the  Little  Belt. 


dnestion.  Do  you  hold  aiiy,  and  what,  station 
on  board  the  said  frigate  the  President,  and  where 
were  you  at  the  titne  of  the  said  action  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  midshipman  on  board  the  said 
frigate  the  President,  and  at  the  time  of  the  said 
action  was  stationed  on  the  quarter-deck. 

Cluestion.  On  the  night  of  the  said  action  did 
you  hear  Commodore  Rodgers  hail  the  Little 
Belt,  and  at  what  hour,  and  how  often  ?  and  was 
there  any,  and  what,  repiy  given  to  the  Commo- 
dore? 

Answer.  Commodore  Rodgers,  at  about  eight 
o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  said  action,  hailed  the 
Little  Belt,  and  asked  ''what  ship  is  that?"  to 
which  the  Captain  of  the  Little  Belt  replied  by 
echoing  the  Commodore's  previous  question,  of 
"  what  ship  is  that?"  Immediately  after,  Com- 
ikiodore  Rodgers  again  hailed  the  Little  Belt  hj 
repeating  bis  former  inquiry  of  ''  what  ship  n 
that  1"'to  which  there  was  no  reply,  but  instanta- 
neously the  Little  Belt  fired  a  gun. 

duestion.  At  the  time  the  Little  Belt  fired  the. 
said  pun,  had  there  been  any  gun  fired  from  the 
President,  or  any  provocation  given  by  Commo- 
dore Rodgers  to  the  commander  of  the  Little 
Belt? 

Answer.  When  the  Little  Belt  fired  the  said 
gun,  the  President  had  not  fired  at  all ;  nor  had 
any  provocation  been  ffiven  by  Commodore 
Rodgers  to  the  Captain  of  the  Little  Belt. 

Cluestion.  Was  the  gun,  l^hich  had  been  first 
fired  from  the  Little  Belt,  answered  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  how  soon  ?  and  did  she  fire  one,  or  a 
greater  number  of  guns  in  return  ? 

Answer.  The  President,  in  from  five  to  seven 
seconds,  returned  the  said  f  un  fired  from  the  Lit- 
tle Beit,  by  firing  one  gun  only. 

Question.  Did  the  Little  Belt,  immediately 
after  the  gun  fired  from  her  had  been  answered 
by  the  President  commence  a  general  fire  ? 

Answer.  She  did. 
"   doestion.    Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodg- 
ers's  official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
dated  off"  Saady  Hook,  on  the  23d  day  of  MaV 
last,  relative  to  the  action  with  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  I  have. 

duestion.  Are  there  any  circumstances  stated 
in  that  letter  which  you  know  to  be  incorrect. 

Answer.  There  are  none. 

Silas  Dvftokv  was  sworn  as  a  witness. 

duestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  United  States' 
frigate  the  President  on  the  night  of  the  16th  day 
of  May  last,  and  was  there  then  an  action  between 
her  and  His  Briianoic  Majesty's  ship  the  Little 
Belt? 

Answer*  I  was  on  that  night  on  board  the  said 
frigate  the  President,  and  there  was  then  an  action 
between  her  and  the  said  ship  the  Little  Belt. 

-duestion.  Do  yon  hold  any,  and  what,  station 
on  board  the  said  frigate  the  President,  and 
where  were  you  quartered  at  the  time  of  the  ^id 
action? 

Answer.  I  am  a  midshipman  on  board  the  said 
frigate,  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  said  action 
quartered  in  the  foretop, 

duestion.  On  the.night  of  the  said  actiotti  did 
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Jon  hear  Coinmodore«  Rodgers  hail  the  j Little 
lelt,  and  at  what  hour,  and  how  often  ?  and  was 
there  any,  and  what  answer,  giveii  to  the  Com- 
modore ? 

Answer.  Immediately  before  the  action  com- 
menced between  the  President  and  the  Little  Belt, 
I  heard  Commodore  Rodgers  hail  the  latter  by 
asking  '^  what  ship  is  that  ?  when,  I  think,  the 
commander  of  the  Little  Belt  replied  by  repeat- 
ing the  Commodore's  previous  question.  In  a 
Tery  short  time  afterwards  Commodore  Rodgers 
repeated  his  question,  of  **  what  ship  is  that  ?'  to 
which  I  did  not  hear  any  reply. 

Cluestioo.  Did  you.  at  the  time  of  Commodore 
Rodgers's  second  hail,  or  at  any  other,  and  what 
time,  hear  the  report  of  a  gun.  and  did  it  proceed 
from  the  President  or  the  Little  Belt. 

Answer.  Immediately  after  Commodore  Rodg- 
ers's second  hail^  I  heard  the  report  of  two  guns 
in  quick  succession,  but,  from  my  position  at  the 
moment,  I  could  not  ascertain  from  which  ship 
tl^e  report  proceeded;  but  mr  impression  was, 
that  the  gun  I  first  heard  was  nred  from  the  Lit- 
tle Belt,  and  that  the  President  had  fired  a  shot 
in  return.  At  the  time  I  heard  the  report  of  the 
first  gun,  the  foretopsail  being  between  me  and 
the  Little  Belt,  I  could  not  see  her. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodg- 
ers's official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
dated  ofi*  Sandy  Hook^  on  the  23d  day  of  May 
last,  relative  to  the  action  with  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Are  there  any  circumstances  related 
in  that  letter  which  you  know  to  be  incorrect  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  none. 

John  H.  Clack  was  sworn  as  a  witness. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  United  States' 
frigate  the  President  on  the  night  of  the  16th  day 
of  May  last,  and  was  there  then  an  action  between 
her  and  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  I  was  at  that  time  on  board  the  said 
frigate  the  President,  when  there  was  «n  action 
between  her  and  the  said  ship  the  Little  Belt. 

duestiott.  Do  you  hold  any,  and  what,  station 
on  board  the  said  frigate  the  President,  and  where 
were  you  quartered  at  the  time  of  the  said  action  ? 

Answer.  1  am  a  midshipman  on  board  the  said 
ftigUe,  and  was  stationed  at  the  time  of  the  said 
action  in  the  mizen  top. 

Cluestion.  When  the  President  came  within 
hail  of  the  Little  Belt,  did  you  hear  Commodore 
Rodgers  hail  her,  and  how  often  ? 

Answer.  When  the  President  came  within 
hailing  distance  of  the  Little  Belt,  I  heard  the 
Commodore  hail  her  twice. 

duestion*  Was  there  any,and  what'reply  made 
from  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  replv  from  the  Little 
Belt;  but  to  the  Commodore's  first  hail  the  Lit- 
tle Belt  hailed  in  return. 

€luestion.  Were  you  observing  the  Little  Belt 
when  the  first  gun  was  fired  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  see  her  when  I  heard  the 
leport  of  the  first  gun.. 

Cluestion^  Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun? 

Answer.  I  cannot  positively  say>  the  impres- 


sion on  my  mind  was,  the  Little  Bell  fired  the 

first  gun. 

Q,uestioo.  Were  there  any,  and  what,  circum- 
stances which  induced  you  to  believe  that  the 
Little  Belt  fired  the  first  gun  ? 

Answer.  There  were  several;  at  the  time  the 
first  gun  was  fired  I  did  not  feei  any  jar,  bot  when, 
immediately  after,  I  saw  the  President  fire  a  gun, 
I  very  sensibly  felt  the  jar. 

duestioo.  liave  you  seen  Commodore  Rod^ 
ers's  official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
dated  off  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  23d  day  of  May 
last,  relative  to  the  action  with  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Cluestion.  Are  there  any  circumstances  therein 
stated  which  you  know  to  be  incorrect  ? 

Answer.  Tnere  are  none. 

The  court  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at  the 
same  place,  at  11  o'clock. 

SATUHDATt  l^pi.  11, 1811. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment: 
Present,  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  President; 
Captain  Charles  Stewart,  Captain  Isaac  Chann- 
cey,  members.  * 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  yesterday  were 
read  and  approved. 

Thomas  Gamble  vras  sworn  as  a  witness. 

Q^uestion.  Were  you,  on  the  niffht  of  the  16th 
day  of  May  last,  on  board  the  United  States' 
frigate  the  President,  and  was  there  then  an  ac- 
tion between  her  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
ship  the  Little  Bell. 

Answer.  I  was  then  on  board  the  said  frigate 
the  President,  when  there  was  an  action  between 
her  and  the  said  ship  the  Little  Belt. 

duestion.  What  was  your  station  on  board  the 
said  frigate  the  President,  and  where  were  you 
quarter^  at  the  time  of  the  said  action  ? 

Answer.  I  was  second  lieutenant  of  the  said 
frigate,  commanding  the  first  division  of  guns. 

Q^uestion.  When  the  said  frigate  came  within 
hailing  distance  of  the  Little  Belt,  did  Commo- 
dore Rodgers  hail  her  ? 

Answer.  When  within  hailing  distance,  I 
heard  the  Commodore  hail  the  Little  Belt  very 
distinctly. 

duestion.  Was  there  anVf  and  what,  xeplv  to 
Commodore  Rodgers's  hail  irom  the  Little  Beit  ? 

Answer.  To  the  first  hail  of  *^ship  ahoy!"  of 
the  Commodore,  the  answer  of  the  Little  Belt 
was  "  halloo !"  whereupon,  Commodore  Rodgers 
asked  '*  what  ship  is  that  ?"  to  which  inquiry  the 
Little  Belt  replied  by  repeating  the  same  ques- 
tion, of  "  what  ship  is  that  1"  In  the  course  of 
four  or  five  seconds  after,  the  Commodore  again 
inquired  "  what  ship  is  that  ?"  to  which  there  was 
no  reply  from  the  Litrle  Belt. 

duestion.  Was  a  gjin  fired  at  this  time,  and 
were  you  observing  the  Little  Belt,  and  from 
whence  did  the  fire  proceed  ? 

Answer.  At  the  time  of  Commodore  Rodgers's 
first  hail,  of  "  what  ship  is  that?"  1  was  looking 
out  of  a  port  at  the  Little  Belt;  and  from  her  re- 

ritition  of  the  Commodore's  previous  qnestiod, 
was  under  an  apprehension  that  some  difficulty 
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might  oeear,  and  withdrew  from  tiie  port  i  I  then 
heard  Commodore  Rodgers  hail  the  Little  Belt 
again  ;  immediately  after  which  i  heard  the  re- 
port of  a  gaa,  which  I  am  confident  proceeded 
from  the  Little  Belt,  as  the  report  appeared  dis- 
tant and  I  felt  no  concussion. 

^estion*  When  you  heard  the  report  of  the 
said  gun,  bad  a  gun  been  fired  from  the  said  frigate 
the  President,  or  had  any  provocation  been  given 
by  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  commander  of  the 
said  ship  the  Little  Sell  ? 

Answer.  At  that  time  not  a  gun  had  been  fired 
by  the  President,  nor  had  any  provocation  what- 
ever been  given  by  the  Commodore  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  Little  Belt. 

Qjiestion.  Are  yon  sore  that  the  first  gun  was 
not  fired  from  the  division  that  you  commanded 
in  the  aforesaid  action  1 

Answer.  I  am  certain  it  was  not.  It  was  not 
possible  that  a  gon  could  have  been  fired  from 
the  division  I  commanded,  without  my  know- 
ledge. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodgers's 
official  letter  to  the  Seeretary  of  the  Navy,  dated 
ofi*  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  23d  day  of  Mav  last,  rela- 
tive to  the  action  with  the  Little  Belt) 

Answer.  I  have. 

Qnestion.  Are  there  any  circumstances  stated 
in  that  letter  whiph  you  know  to  be  incorrect  1 

Answer.  There  are  none. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  What  were 
Commodore  Rodgers's  orders  on  board  the  frigate 
President,  before  coming  up  with  the  Little  Belt  7 

Answer.  The  Commodore's  orders  were,  at  this 
time,  to  be  very  particular  not  to  fire  a  gon  unless 
the  chase  fired  first. 

Q^iestioD  bv  Commodore  Rodgers.  What  de- 
scription of  snot  were  fired  from  your  division 
during  the  said  rencounter  with  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  From  the  division  I  then  commanded, 
there  was  nothing  but  round  and  grape  shot  fir^. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Did  you 
hear  any  hail  from  the  Little  Belt,  previously  to 
Commodore  Rodgers  having  hailed  her,  and  were 
you  in  a  situation  to  hear  if  there  had  been  atiy 
previous  hail  from  that  ship? 

Answer.  My  situation  was  such,  that  I  must 
bare  heard  if  the  Little  Belt  had  first  hailed  the 
President ;  and  I  feel  positive  the  first  hail  pro- 
ceeded from  Commodore  ledgers. 

Q^iestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Was  the 
President  at  any  time  on  fire  during  the  rencoun- 
ter with  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Did  the 
President  at  any  time  during  the  rencouater  with 
the  Little  Belt  sheer  ofi*  with  a  view  to  avoid  her  ? 

Answer.  She  did  not. 

Q^iestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  In  the  sit* 
nation  the  two  ships  were  at  the  time  the  Little 
Beit's  fire  was  finally  silenced,  what,  in  your 
opinion,  would  have  been  the  effect  of  another 
broadside  from  the  President  ? 

Answer*  It  is  my  opinion  it  would  have  sunk 
the  Little  Belt. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  As  soon  as 


the  fire  of  the  Little  Belt  was  finally  silenced,  did 
Commodore  Rodgers  exert  himself  to  prevent 
further  injury  being  done  to  her  ? 

Answer.  The  Commodore  did ;  I  heard  him  ob 
the  gun-deck,  about  the  main  hatch,  ordering  to 
cease  firing. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Did  you  see 
any  colors  hoisted  on  board  the  Little  Belt  during 
the  chase,  and  were  you  then  in  a  situation  to 
have  seen  them  had  she  displayed  any  1 

Answer.  I  was  in  a  situation  to  have  seen  the 
Little  Bell's  colors  had  she  displayed  any.  I  was 
sitting  in  the  bridle  port  looking  at  her  with  a 
spy-glass  the  greater  part  of  the  chase,  and  did 
not  observe  any  colors  displayed  by  her. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  What  was 
your  impression  as  to  the  force  of  the  Little  Belt 
from  the  time  you  first  observed  her  until  the  ter- 
mination of  the  firing,  or,  indeed,  until  her  force 
was  discovered  the  next  day  1 

Answer*  I  was  under  the  impression  that  she 
was  a  frigate  of  thirty-six  or  thirty-eight  guns 
until  the  morning  after  the  action. 

ALSX41I0BR  Jame3  Dall^s  was  sworn  as  a 
witness. 

I  QLoestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  United  States' 
frigate  the  President  on  the  night  of  the  16th 
day  of  May  last  ?  and  was  there  then  an  action  he- 
tw<^n  her  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the 
Littk  Belt  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.. 

Q^uestion.  What  was  your  station,  and  where 
were  yoy  quartered,  on  board  the  taid  frigate  the 
President  at  the  time  of  the  said  action  7 

Answer.  I  was  at  that  time  third  lieutenant  of 
the  said  frigate,  commanding  the  second  division 
of  her  guns. 

Ctuestion.  When  within  hailing  distance^  did 
you  hear  Commodore  Rodgers  bail  the  Little 
Belt?,  Answer.  Yes, sir. 

duestion.  Was  there  any,  and  what,  reply  there* 
to  from  the  Little  Belt  7 

Answer.  Halloo,  was  the  reply  thereto  from 
the  Little  Belt. 

Cloestion.  Did  Commodore  Rodgers  thereupon 
ask  ^*  what  ship  is  that?" 
Answer.  Yes,  sir, 

Ctuestion.  Was  there  any,  and  what,  reply  to 
thai  question  from  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  The  Commodore's  question  of  **  what 

ship  is  that  ?"  was  reiterated  from  the  Little  Beit. 

QrOestion.  Did  Commodore  Rodgers  again  hail 

'^  what  ship  is  that  ?"  and  was  there  any,  and  what, 

reply  thereto  from  the  Little  Beit? 

Answer.  I  heard  the  Commodore  again  say 
something,  the  tendency  of  which  I  did  not  dis- 
tinctly comprehend,  bat  immediately  after  a  gun 
was  nred  from  the  Little  Belt. 

Cluestion.  Where  were  you  when  the  Little 
Belt  fired  that  gun,  and  were  you  then  looking  at 
her,  and  did  you  see  the  flash  and  hear  the  report 
of^  the  said  eun  ? 

Answer.  I  was  leaning  or  sitting,  I  do  not  know 
which,  looking  at  the  Little  Belt  out  of  the  first 
port  forward  of  the  starboard  gangway,  and  saw 
a  flash  from  her,  and  heard  t¥ro  reports. 
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AaestioD.  When  you  saw  the  flash  and  heard 
the  reports  aforesaid,  had  a  go n  been  fired  from  the 
President,  or  had  any  proTOcation  wbacever  been 
given  by  ComTnodore  Rodgers  to  the  conamaDder 
of  the  Little  Belt  t 

Answer.  No  gan  had  been  fired  by  the  Presi- 
dent, nor  bad  any  provocation  been  given  by  the 
Commodore  to  the  commander  of  the  Little  BelL 

duestion.  Was  the  gun  you  saw  fired  from  the 
Little  Belt  returned  by  the  President,  and  from 
which  division,  and  how  soon,  and  did  the  Presi* 
dent  fire  one  or  more  guns  in  retQrn  ? 

Answer.  As  soon  as  I  perceived  the  flash  and 
heard  the  reports  from  the  Little  Belt,  I  got  in 
from  the  port  and  fired  a  gun  from  the  second  di- 
vision, which  I  then  commanded.  The  time  be- 
tween seeing  the  flash  and  hearing  the  reports 
and  firing  the  gun  from  said  division,  1  suppose 
to  have  been  four  of  five  seconds.  The  President 
fired  only  one  gun  in  return. 

€luestioo.  Did  the  Little  Belt  thereupon  im- 
mediately commence  a  general  fire  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

duestion.  What  were  Commodore  Rodgers's 
orders  on  board  the  President  before  coming  up 
with  the  Little  Belt  7 

Answer.  They  were  to  fire  on  no  account  with- 
out orders  from  the  quar|er-deck,  or  unless  she 
fired  first. 

duestioo.  Had  you  received  any  order  other 
than  the  above  orders? 

Answer.  I  had  not  then  received  any  other  than 
the  above  orders. 

duestion.  Did  you  hear  any  hdil  from  the  Lit- 
tle Belt  previously  to  Commodore  Rodgers  bar- 
ing hailed  her? 

Answer,  I  heard  no  hail  from  th  e  Little  Belt 
previously  to  the  Commodore's  having  hailed  her. 

duestion.  Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodg- 
ers's official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
dated  off  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  23d  day  of  May 
last,  relative  to  the  action  with  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

duestion.  Are  there  any  circumstances  therein 
eta  ted  which  you  know  to  be  incorrect  ? 

Answer.  There  are  none,  sir. 

duestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  What  de- 
scription of  shot  were  fired  from  tne  division  you 
commanded  during  the  engagement? 

Answer.  Round  and  grape  shot,  and  none  other. 

duestion  by  Coinmodore  Rodgers.  Was  the 
President  on  fire  at  any  time  during  the  said  ac- 
tion ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

duestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Did  the 
President  at  any  time  during  the  action  sheer  off 
with  a  view  to  avoid  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

duestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  In  the  sit- 
uation the  two  ships  were  at  the  time  the  Little 
Belt's  fire  was  finally  silenced,  what,  in  vour  opin- 
ion, would  have  been  the  effect  of  another  broad- 
side from  the  President? 

Answer.  Another  broadside  from  the  President 
would  iti  all  probability  have  sunk  the  Little  Beit. 

duestian  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  At  soon  as 


the  fire  of  the  Little  Belt  was  finally  silenced 
did  Commodore  Rodgers  exert  himself  to  prereat 
further  injury  being  done  to  her? 

Answer.  He  did.  The  Commodore  camedowt 
on  the  gun-deck  and  gave  orders  to  cease  firing. 

The  court  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Moadif  seii 
at  the  sifetme  place,  at  11  o'clock  in  the  moraiog. 

Monday,  Sept.  9. 1811. 

The  court  «net  pursuant  to  adjonmraeot :  Pret- 
ent,  Commodore  Stephen  Deeator,  President; 
Captain  Charles  Stewart,  Captain  Isaac  Chana- 
cey%  members. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  Batoidaf  iut 
were  read  and  approved. 

John  M.  Funk  was  produced  aadswora  asi 
witness. 

duestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  United  Stttei' 
frigate  the  President  on  the  night  of  the  I6th  dif 
of  May  last,  and  was  there  then  an  action  betveei 
her  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the  Litiit 
Belt? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

duestion.  What  was  your  station,  and  wkert 
were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said  frigate  tkc 
President  at  the  time  of  the  said  aetioa  ? 

Answer.  I  was  then  fourth  lieu  tenant  of  t^ 
said  frigate,  commanding  the  third  division,  ud 
was  quartered  on  the  gun-deck. 

duestion.  When  within  hailing  distance,  did 
you  hear  Commodore  Rodgera  bail  the  Little 
Belt? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

dtiestion.  Was  there  any,  and  what,  ansvet 
thereto  from  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  reply  thereto  from  thi 
Little  Belt,  but  I  could  hot  distmetly  aaderstsod 
what  was  said. 

doestion.  Did  Commodore  Rodgers  hail  the 
Little  l^lt  again,  and  how  soon,  and  was  there 
any,  and  what,  reply  thereto  from  her? 

Answer.  After  sufiicieot  litae  bad  elapsed  for 
an  answer  from  the  Liule  Belt,  the  Commodore 
hailed  her  again,  to  which  I  did  not  hear  anf  reply- 

duestion.  Was  a  gun  fired  from  the  Little  Beit, 
and  at  what  time  ? 

Answer.  Immediately  after  the  Commodore 
again  hailed  the  Little  Belt,  I  heard  the  report  of 
a  gun/ which  I  am  eonfideat  proceeded  from  her, 
as  the  report,  came  frqm  that  directiop,  sod  IJtn 
no  jar.    I  was  not  then  looking  at  the  Little  Belt. 

duestion.  When  you  heard  the  report  of  the 
said  guo.  had  any  gun  been  fired  from  the  Prrsi- 
dent,  or  nad  any  provocation  whatever  beeo  giTefi 
by  Commodore  Rodgera  to  Che  commander  of  the 
Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  Not  any  gun  had  been  fired  from  the 
Presdent,  nor  had  any  provocation  then  beeo  gir* 
en  by  the  Commodore  to  the  commander  of  the 
Little  Belt. 

duestion.  Are  you  certain  the  first  guo  «v 
not  fired  from  the  division  you  oommanded  in  the 
said  action  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  am  certain  it  was  not. 

duestion.  Was  the  gun  which  had  been  srtd 
from  the  Little  Belt  returned  by  the  P/eiideut, 
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wad  how  8000  ?  8Bdl  did  the  President  Ibb  one  or 
more  gans  in  rettiro  ? 

Answer.  It  was  returned  by  a  single  gun  from 
the  President  in  fife  or  six  seconds. 

^Qtstion.  Did  the  Liule  Belt  thereupon  com- 
mence a  general  fire  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any,  and  whnt,  or> 
ders  from  Commodore  Rodgers,  before  coming 
op  with  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  The  orders  I  received,  previously  to 
coming  op  with  the  Little  Belt,  were  not  to  fire 
withoQt  orders  from  the  quarter-deck,  unless  she 
fired  first. 

CtuesiioD.  Did  you  bear  any  hail  from  the  Lit- 
tle Belt  previously  to  Commodore  Rodgers  hav- 
ing hsiied  her  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

doestioD.  Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodgers's 
official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  bear- 
ing date  ofi*  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  23d  dav  of  May 
last,  relative  to  the  said  action  with  4he  Ltttte 
Belt?   Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^oestion.  Are  there  any  circumstances  stated 
in  that  letter  which  you  know  to  be  incorrect? 

Answer.  There  are  none. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  What  de- 
scription of  shot  Were  fired,  during-  the  action, 
from  the  division  you  then  commanded  ? 

Answer.  No  other  than  round  and  grape  shot. 

duestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Was  the 
President  on  fire  at  any  time  during  the  said  ac- 
tion? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

doestron  by  Commodore  Rodgeta.  Did  the 
President,  at  any  time  during  the  said  action, 
sheer  off  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  , 

QrQestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  In  the  sit- 
uation the  two  ships  were  at  the  time  the  Little 
Beli'sfire  was  finally  silenced,  what,  in  your  opin- 
ion, would  have  been  the  effect  of  another  broad- 
side from  the  President? 

Answer.  I  think,  sir,  it  would  have  sunk  the 
Little  Belt. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  As  soon 
S9  the  fire  of  the  Little  Belt  was  silenced,  did  Com- 
modore Rogers  exert  himself  to  prevent  further 
Injury  being  done  to  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  He  did,  sir. 

Peter  Qahblc  was  produced,  and  sworn  as  a 
witness. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  United 
States'  frigate,  the  President,  on  the  night  of  the 
16tb  day  of  Mav  last  ?  and  was  there  then  an  ac- 
tion between  her  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
ship,  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.uestion.  What  was  your  station,  and  where 
were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said  frigate,  the 
President,  at  the  time  of  the  said  action  ? 

Answer.  I  was  then  a  midshipman  on  board 
the  said  frigate,  and  was  qjuartered  on  the  gon- 
^«ek,  in  the  second  division. 

Question.  Did  the  Little  Belt  commence  the 
<aid  action,  by  firing  the  first  gun  ? 


Answer.  At  the  time  the  first  gun  was  fired,  I 
was  not  looking  at  the  Little  Belt ;  but,  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  report  from  the  direction  in  which 
she  then  was,  and  from  my  not  feeling  any  jar  lit 
that  thne,  1  am  confident  she  fired  the  first  gun. 

Ctueettoo.  When  you  heard  the  report  of  the 
raid  gun,  had  any  gun  been  fired  fromr  the  divis- 
ion in  which  you  were  then  stationed,  or  had  any 
provocation  been  given  by  Commodore  Rodgers 
to  the  commander  of  the  Little  Bell  ? 

Answer.  At  that  time  no  gun  had  been  fired 
from  the  division  in  Which  I  was  then  stationed, 
nor  ha 'I  any  provocation,  that  I  know  of,  been 
given  by  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  commander 
of  the  Little  Belt. 

Q^ueation.  Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodg-- 
ers's  official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
bearing  dale  off  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  23d  day  of 
May  last,  relative  tot  he  said  action  with  the  little 
Belt  ? 

Answer.  -Yes,  sir* 

duesiion.  Are  there  any  circumntaneea  stated 
in  that  letter  which  you  know  to  be  incorrect? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  any  cireotnstaDces 
therein  stated  are  incorrect. 

EowARo  Babbit  was  produced,  and  sworn  as  a 
witness. 

duestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  United 
States'  frigate,  the  President,  on  the  night  of  the 
16th  day  of  May  last  ?  and  was  there  then  an  ac* 
tion  between  her  and  His  Britannic  Majesty^s 
ship,  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  Ye^^sir. 

Question.  What  was  yottr  station,  and  where 
were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  saiu  frigate,  the 
President,  at  the  time  of  the  said  action  ? 

Answer.  I  was  then  a  midshipman  on  board  the 
said  frigate,  «ind  was  quartered  in  the  third  divis- 
ion, on  the  gun-deck. 

Question.  Did  the  Little  Belt  commence  the 
naid  action  by^ring  the  first  gun  ?  and  were  you 
then  looking  at  her? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  looking  at  her  when 
»he  fired  the  first  gun,  and  saw  the  flash,  and  heftrd 
the  report  of  it. 

Cluestion.  Was  the  said  gun  fired  from  the 
Little  Belt  without  any  previous  provocation  or 
justifiable  cause  ? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  Have  yoa  seen  Commodore  Rodg- 
ers' official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
dated  off  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  23d  day  of  May 
last,  relative  to  the  said  action  with  the  Little 
Belt? 

Answer,  f  have  heard  it  read. 

Q^uestioit.  Are  there  any  circumstances  stated 
nt-that  letter  which  you  know  to  be  incorrect  ? 

Answer.  There  are  none. 

Lieutenant  John  Ordc  CREioo'roN  was  pro- 
duccid,  and  re-examined. 

Question  by  a  member  of  the  court.    During 
the  night  aft«r  the  affair  between  the  President 
and  the  Little  Belt,  had  the  Prestdent  lights 
hoisted  ? 
Answer.  She  had. 

Jacob  Mull  was  produced,  and  re-examined. 
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CtaestioD.  Was  there  ao^,  aod  what,  iDJories 
sastained  by  the  Presideot,  io  the  affair  between 
her  and  the  Little  Belt,  on  the  night  of  the  16th 
day  of  May  last  1 

Answer.  The  President,  in  that  affair,  sustained 
none  other  than  the  injuries  which  follow :  One 
hoy  was  wounded ;  one  shot  struck  her  mainmast ; 
another  shot  fitruck  her  foremast ;  two  of  the 
four,  two  of  the  main,  and  one  of  the  mizzen 
shrouds,  the  starboard  maintop-mast^  i>reast  back- 
stay, and  some  of  the  running  rigging,  were  cut 
away,  and  several  shot  went  through  the  sails. 

Question.  Did  any  shot  from  the  Little  Belt 
strike  the  hull  of  the  President  in  the  said  af&tr  ? 
Adswer.  Not  one  of  any  description. 
Edward  Rvtledob  Sbobbicc  was  produced, 
and  sworn  as  a  witness. 

Q^uestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  United 
States'  frigate,  the  President,  on  the  nigbt  of  the 
16th  day  of  May  last,  and  was  there  then  an  ac- 
tion between  her  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
ship,  the  Little  Belt? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Cluestion.  What  was  your  station,  and  where 
were  vou  quartered,  on  board  the  said  friffate,  thq 
President,  at  the  time  of  the  said  action  f 

Answer.  I  was  then  a  midshipman  on  board 
the  said  frigate,  and  was  stationed  forward  on  the 
gun-deck,  in  the  first  division. 

Q^uestion.  Did  the  Little  Belt  commence  the 
said  action,  by  firing  the  first  gun  ?  and  were  you 
then  looking  at  her  ?  and  did  you  see  the  flash, 
and  hear  the  report  of  it  ? 

Answer.  She  did  commence  the  action,  bf 
firing  the  first  gun.  I  was  looking  at  her  through 
one  of  the  ports,  and  saw  the  flash,  and  heard  the 
report  of  it. 

duestion.  Was  the  said  gun  fired  from  the 
Little  Beit  without  any  previous  provocation  or 
justifiable  cause  ? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt  fired  the  first  gun, 
without  any  previous  provocation  or  justifiable 
cause. 

Cluestion.  Did  you  hear  any  hail  from  the  Lit- 
tle Belt  previously  to  Commodore  Rodgers  hav- 
ing hailed  her  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  none. 
Q^uestion.  Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodg- 
er's official  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
bearing  date  off  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  23d  day  of 
May  last,  relative  to  the  action  with  the  Little 
Belt? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  there  any  circumstances  stated 
in  that  letter  which  you  know  to  be  incorrect  ? 
'    Answer.  No,  sir. 

The  court  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  same  place 
to-morrow  morning,  at  11  o'clock. 

Tcesdat,  September  10, 1811. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment :  Pres« 
CBt,  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  President; 
Captain  Charles  Stewart,  Captain  Isaac  Chaun- 
cey,  members. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  yesterday  were 
read  and  approved* 


Pbilip  Dickebsom  Spbncbb  was  produced, 
and  sworn  as  a  witness. 

Q^ttestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  Uaited 
States'  frigate,  the  President,  on  the  night  of  the 
16th  day  of  Mav  last?  and  was  there  then  an 
action  between  her  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
ship,  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  I  was  then  on  board  the  said  frigate, 
when  there  was  an  action  between  her  and  the 
said  ship,  the  Little  Belt. 

Cluestion.  What  was  your  station,  and  where 
were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said  frigate,  the 
President,  at  the  time  of  the  aaid  action  ? 

Answer.  I  was  then  a  midshipman  oq  board 
the  said  frigate,  and  was  quartered  in  the  third 
division  on  the  gun*deck. 

Ctuestion.  Did  the  Little  Belt  commeoce  the 
said  action,  by  firing  the  first  gun  ?  and  were  joo 
looking  at  her  when  you  beard  the  report  of  the 
first  gun  which  was  then  fired  ? 

Answer.  At  the  time  the  first  gun  was  fired 
I  was  not  looking  at  the  Little  Beit,  but,  from  the 
direction  in  which  the  report  came,  and  from  m 
then  feeling  any  jar,  I  am  confident  the  first  gun 
was  fir^d  from  her. 

^estion.  When  you  heard  the  report  of  the 
said  gun,  had  any  gun  been  fired  from  the  dirii* 
ion  in  which  you  were  quartered,  or  had  any  pre 
vious  provocation  been  given,  to  the  commaDdei 
of  the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  No  gun  had  then  been  fired  from  the 
division  in  which  I  was  quartered ;  neither  bid 
any  previous  provocation,  to  my  knowledge,  bees 
given  to  the  Captain  of  tiie  Little  BelL 

^estion.  Have  you  seen  Commodore  Rodf* 
ers's  ofiiclal  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Naiy, 
bearing  date  off  Sandy  Hook^  on  the  23d  day  of 
May  last,  relative  to  the  action  with  the  Litiie 
Belt?    Answer.  I  have,  sir. 

Question.  Are  there  any  circumstances  tbereio 
stated  which  you  know  to  be  incorrect  1 

Answer.  Not  any. 

Ctuestion  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  Did  yofl 
hear  any  hail  from  the  Little  Belt  previously  to 
Commodore  Rogers  having  hailed  her  ? 

Answer.  Ldid  not. 

Brbabtbo  Barms  was  produced,  aod  sworn  as 
a  witness. 

duestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  Vaiw 
States'  frigate,  the  President,  on  the  night  of  the 
16th  day  of  May  last  ?  and  was  there  then  so  ac- 
tion between  her  and  His  Britannic  Majesty  < 
ship,  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^uestion.  What  was  your  station,  aod  where 
were  you  then  quartered,  on  board  the  said  frigate, 
the  President  ? 

Answer.  I  was  then  carpenter  of  the  said  frig- 
ate, and  was  quartered  oo  the  gun-deck,  toatteod 
the  pumps. 

Q^uestion.   Did  the  Little  Belt  commeoce  the 
said  action,  by  firing  the  first  gun  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  she  fired  the  first  gun. 
Question.  Were  you  looking  at  the  Little M 
whan  she  fired  the  nrst  gun  ?  and  did  you  see  the 
flash,  and  hear  the  report  of  it  ? 
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Answer.  1  was  standing;  forward  of  the  main- 
mast, looking  throug^h  a  port  at  her,  when  I  saw 
the  flash,  and  heard  the  report  of  the  gan  which 
she  then  fired. 

Question.  When  yon  saw  the  Little  Belt  fire 
the  said  gnn,  had  any  gun  been  previously  fired 
from  the  President  ?'  or  bad  any  provocation  been 
giren  to  the  commander  of  the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  At  that  time,  the  President  had  not 
fired  any  gun,  nor  had  any  previous  provocation 
been  given  to  the  commander  of  the  Little  Belt 
that  I  saw  or  heard. 

Question.  Were  there  any,  and  what,  damages, 
sustained  by  the  said  fr)<(ate,the  President,  in  iier 
hull  and  spars,  in  the  affair  between  her  and  the 
said  ship,  the  Little  Belt,  on  the  night  of  the  16th 
of  May,  18117 

Answer.  There  was  not  a  single  shot  of  any 
description  that  struck  the  hull  of  the  President, 
but  she  received  one  shot  in  her  mainmast,  and 
one  in  her  foremast,  during  that  affair. 

John  Niess,  Eliphalet  Carr,  John  Jones, 
James  Veitch,  and  Tropbbm0s  Davis,  were 
produced,  and  sworn  as  witnesses. 

John  Niess  was  examined. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  President 
CD  the  night  of  the  action  between  her  and  the 
Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  your  station,  and  where 
were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  President  at 
the  time  of  said  action? 

Answer.  I  was  captain  of  the  first  gun  of  the 
first  division  on  the  gun-deck. 

Question.  Did  the  Little  Belt  commence  the 
nid  action,  by  firing  the  first  gun  ?  and  were  you 
then  looking  at  her? 

Answer.  She  did,  sir,  fire  the  first  gun.  I  was 
then  looking  at  her  out  of  the  port,  and  saw  the 
flash,  and  heard  the  report  of  it."^ 

Eliphalet  Carr  was  interrogated. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  of  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  night  of  the  action  between  her  and 
the  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  were  you  quartered,  and 
what  was  vonr  station,  on  board  the  President  at 
the  time  of  the  said  action  ? 

Answer.^  I  was  captain  of,  and  quartered  at, 
gun  No.  2  in  the  first  division  on  the  gun-deck. 

Question.  Did  the  Little  Belt  commence  the 
action,  by  firing  the  first  gun  ?  and  were  you  then 
looking  at  her? 

Answer.  She  fired  the  first  gun.  I  was  then 
looking  at  her,  and  saw  the  flash,  and  heard  the 
report  of  it. 

John  Jones  was  examined. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  United 
Sutes'  frigate  the  President  on  the  night  of  the 
action  between  her  and  the  Little  Belt  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  gun  were  you  then  quat- 
tered,  and  what  was  your  station  at  the  gun  ? 

Answer.  I  was  quartered  at  the  gun  No.  3  of 
the  first  division  on  the  gun-deck,  and  was  snil- 
tnmmer. 


QneatioQ.  Are  the  persons  now  on  board  the 
President  who,  at  the  time  of  the  said  action, 
were  first  jind  second  captains  of  gun  No.  3  of 
the  first  division  ? 

Answer.  They  are  not.  Their  term  of  ser- 
vice having  expired,  they  have  been  diseharged. 

Question.  Did  the  President  or  Little  Belt  fire 
the  first  gun  ? 

Answer.  The  Little  Beit  fired  first,  i  was 
looking  at  her  out  of  a  port,  and  saw  the  flash, 
and  drew  my  head  in,  and  heard  the  report  of  it. 

Jamhs  Vbitch  was  produced  and  examined. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  the  night  of  the  action  between  her  sad 
the  ship  Little  Beh? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  then  your  station,  and 
where  were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate  ? 

A.  I  was  captain  of  gun  No.  4  of  the  first  di- 
vision, and  was  quarterM  at  that  gun. 

Question,  Did  the  President  or  the  Little  Belt 
fire  the  first  gon  ? 

Answer.  The  LHtle  Belt  fired  first,  i  was 
then  looking  at  her,  and  saw  the  flash,  and  heard 
the  report  of  the  gtm. 

Trophemus  Davis,  having  been  sworn;  was 
prodnoed  and  examined. 

QuestioQ.   Were  you  on   board  the   United 
States'  frigate  the  President  on  the  night  of  the 
action  between  her  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's ' 
ship  the  Liule  Belt? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  then  your  station,  and 
where  were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate  ? 

Answer.  I  was  then  quartered  at  gun  No.  5  of 
the  first  division  of  the  gun-deck,  and  was  cap- 
tain of  the  same. 

Question.  Did  the  President  or  Little  Belt  fire 
the  first  gun  ? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt.  I  was  looking  at 
her  out  of  a  port,  and  saw  her  fire  it. 

John  LATPtBLo,  Benjamtn  Brown,  Bdwaro 
Fii7;oBRALD,  James  Cornwali^.  and  John  Fitch, 
were  produced  and  sworn  as  witnesses. 

John  Latfield  was  examined. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  the  night  of  the  action  betweeii  her  and 
the  ship  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  then  your  station,  and 
where* 'Were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate? 

Answer.  I  was  captain  of,  and  quartered  at, 
gun  No.  6  of  the  second  division  on  the  gun*: 
deck. 

Question.  Did  the  President  or  the  Little  Belt 
fire  the  first  gun? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt  fired  the  first  gun.  I 
was  looking  out  of  a  port,  and  saw  her  fire  it. 

Benjamin  Brown  was  called  into  court  and 
examined. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on.thefiight  of  the  action  between  her  and 
the  ship  Little  Belt  ?    Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Cluestioo.  What  was  then  yoar  station,  and 
where  were  you  quartered,  od  board  th«  said 
frigate  ? 

Answer.  I  was  then  quartered  at  guu  No.  7  of 
the  second  divkiou  on  the  guu-deck,  and  wa^i 
shot  and  wad-man. 

Question.  Are  the  pertofls  now  on  board  the 
President  who,  at  the  time  of  the  said  aetioHf 
were  first  and  second  captains  of  gun  No.  7  of  | 
the  second  division  ?  if  not,  where  are  they  ?       | 

Answer.  They  are  not  now  on  board.  The 
term  of  service  of  the  first  cafitain  of  that  gun 
has  expired,  and  he  has  been  discharged ;  and  the 
second  captain  has  deserted. 

Question.  Did  the  President  or  the  Little  Belt 
fire  the  first  gun  t 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt  fired  the  first  gun.  I 
was  then  Looking  at  her,  and  saw  her  fire  it. 

Edward  Fitzggrald  was  called  into  court, 
and- examined  as  a  witness. 

duestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres* 
ident  on  the  night  of  the  action  between  her  aod 
the  ship  Little  Belt  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir« 

Question.  What  was  then  your  station,  and 
where  wepe  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate  ? 

Answer.  I  was  captain  of,  and  Quartered  at, 
gun  No.  8  of  the  second  diTision  on  the  gun-deck. 

daestion.  Did  the  President  or  the  Little  Beit 
fire  the  first  gun  9 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt.  1  was  then  looking 
at  her,  and  saw  her  fire. 

JAMca  Cornwall  having  been  sworn,  was 
called  into  court  and  examined  as  a  witness. 

Cluestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  the  night  of  the  action  between  her  and 
the  ship  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  then  your  station,  aod 
where  were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate? 

Answer.  I  was  then  captain  of,  aod  quartered 
at,  gun  No.  9  of  the  second  division  on  the  gun- 
deck. 

Question,  Did  the  President  or  the  Little  Belt 
fire  the  first  gun  ? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt,  to  tha  best  of  my 
knowledge.  I  was  not  then  looking  at  her,  but, 
from  the  report,  and  not  Reeling  any  jar,  I  be- 
lieve she  fired  the  first  shoL 

John  Fitch,  having  been  previously  sworn, 
was  again  called  into  court,  and  examined  as  a 
witness. 

Cluestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  the  niffht  of  the  action  between  her  and 
the  ship  Little  Belt? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Wiiat  was  then  your  station,  and 
where  were  you  qaartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate  7 

Answer.  I  was  second  captain  of,  and  was 
quartered  at,  gun  No.  10  of  the  second  diviaion 
on  the. gun-deck. 

Question.  Where  is  the  first  captain  of  gun 
No.  10  of  the  second  division? 


Answer.  He  has  deserted. 

due^tion.  Did  the  President  or  the  Little  M 
fire  the  first  gun  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  the  Little  Belt  fire  the  fint 
gun. 

The  court  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  ame 
place  to-morrow  morning,  at  11  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  September  11, 1811. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournmeot: 
Present,  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  Presi- 
dent ;  Captain  Charles  Stewart,  Captaia  Isuc 
Chaunce^,  members. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  yesterday 
were  read  and  approved. 

R1GHA.RD  Thompson,  John  Mabor,  James 
Thompson,  David  Lawson,  and  James  Ln, 
were  produced  and  sworn  as  witnesses. 

Richard  Thompson  was  then  examined. 

Qtuestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  the  night  of  the  action  between  her  aod 
the  ship  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.  Ve^,  sir. 

Q^uestion.  What  was  then  your  sutioo^and 
where  were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate  ? 

Answer.  I  was  quartered  at  gun  No.  11,  in  the 
third  division  on  the  gun-deck,  and  was  fireman. 

Question.  Are  the  first  and  second  captains  of 
the  said  gun,  No.  11,  on  board  the  frigate  Presi- 
dent? 

Answer.  The  first  captain  of  that  goa  isoo 
board  the  said  frigate,  but  is  sick  and  eoDfiaed  to 
his  hammock;  and  the  second  captain  thereof 
has  been  discharged^  his  term  of  service  haria; 
expired. 

Cluestion.  Which  ship  fired  the  first  goal 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt  fired  the  first  ihot  I 
was  then  looking  at  her  out  of  a  port,  and  uv 
the  flash,  and  heard  the  report  of  her  guo,  justat 
the  moment  when  Commodore  Rodgers  bailed  ber 
the  second  time. 

John  Mason,  having  already  been  sworn,  wti 
called  into  court  and  interrogated. 

Cluestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident oa  the  night  of  the  action  between  her  aod 
the  ship  Little  Bedt? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  then  yoar  stalioo,  aod 
where  were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  u^d 
frigate? 

Answer.  I  was  captain  of  gun  No.  12  of  tbe 
third  division  on  the  gun-deck,  and  was  quar- 
tered at*  that  gun. 

Question.  Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun  1 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt.  I  had  my  eyes  on 
her  at  the  time,  and  saw  the  flash  of  the  gua  ^o^ 
then  fired. 

David  Lawjon  was  called  into  court  and  lo* 
terrogated. 

Q^uestion.  Were  you  on  board  tbe  frigate  Prtsj 
ident  on  the  night  of  the  action  betweea  heraiHi 
the  ship  Little  Belt?    Answer.  Yes, sir. 

Q^oestion.  What  was  then  your  station,  aod 
where  were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate  ? 
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Answer.  I  was  captaia  of  gun  No.  14  of  the 
third  divisioD  oa  the  gun-deck,  and  was  quar- 
tered at  that  ^on. 

Question.  Which  ship  fired  the  first  guni 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt.  I  was  theo  looking 
It  ber  atid  saw  the  flash  of  the  guiu 

James  Lce  was  called  into  court  and  examined. 

Qaestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  the  night  of  the  action  hetween  her  and 
the  ship  Little  Belt  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  then  your  station,  and 
where  were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate? 

Answer.  I  was  then  captaia  of  gun  No.  15  of 
the  third  division  of  the  gun-deck,  and  was  quar- 
tered at  that  gun. 

Question.  Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun  ? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt. 

James  Tbgupsoii  was  called  into  court  and 
interrogated. 

Qaestioo.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  (he  night  of  the  action  between  her  and 
the  ship  Little  Belt  f 

Answer.  Yes,  six. 

Qaestioo.  What  was  then  your  station,  and 
▼here  were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate? 

Answer.  I  was  then  captain  of  gun  No.  13  of 
the  third  division  on  the  gun-deck,  apd  was  quar** 
tered  at  the  same. 

Question.    Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun  1 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt.  The  second  time 
the  Commodore  hailed  her  I  was  looking  at  her, 
tod  saw  the  flash  and  heard  the  report  of  the  gun. 

Edward  WalkbRvMo8E8  DoiiBAn,  Qsoboa 
Simmons,  and  John  McCoaMicK,  were  produced 
to  the  eourt  and  sworn  as  witnesses. 

Edwaitd  Walker  was  examined. 

Qdestion.  Were  you  on  board  tbe  frigate  Pres- 
ident 00  the  night  of  the  action  between  her  aad 
the  ship  Little  Belt? 

Answer.    Yes,  sir. 

Qttestioa.  What  was  then  your  si4tiop^  and 
vhere  were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate  ? 

Answer.  I  was  tlien  captain  of  the  first  gun  of 
tbe  fourth  divi;»ion  on  the  forecastle,  and  was 
quartered  at  that  gun. 

^estion.    Which  ship  fired  tbe  first  gun  ? 

Answer.  From  the  report  of  the  gun  that  was 
first  fired,  and  from  not  reeling  any  jar  at  that 
une.  1  am  confident  the  Little  Belt  fired  the  first 
gQn. 

M08B8  DuNsas.  was  called  into  court  and  in- 
terrogated. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  the  night  of  the  action  between  her  and 
i^»lup  Little  Belt  1 

Answer.    Yes,  sir, 

Question.  What  was  then  your  station,  and 
^here  were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
Ungate  1 

Answer.  I  was  then  second  captain  of  the  sec- 
ondguQof  the  fourth  difision  on  the  forecastle, 
tad  was  then  quartered  at  the  same. 


Q^uestion.  Is  the  first  captain  of  that  gun  now 
on  board  the  said  frigate? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  his  term  of  service  having 
ejipired,  he  has  been  discharged. 

€tuestion.    Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun  1 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt  fired  first.  I  was 
then  lookiuff  at  her  out  of  a  port,  and  saw  the  flash 
and  heard  tne  report  of  her  gun. 

George  Simmons  was  called  into  court  and 
interrogated. 

Question.  Were  jou  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  the  nig:ht  of  the  action  between  her  and 
the  ship  Little  Belt  ?    Answer.    Yes,  sir. 

Cluestioo.  What  was  then  your  station,  and 
where  were  you  quartered,  on  board  tbe  said 
frigate? 

Answer.  I  was  then  second  captain  of  the 
third  gun  of  the  fourth  division  on  the  forecastle, 
and  was  quartered  at  the  same. 

Question.  Is  the  first  captain  of  the  said  gun 
now  on  board  the  said  frigate? 

Answer.  No.  sir.  He  was  discharged  after  his 
term  of  service  had  expired. 

Q^uestion.    Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun  ? 

Answer.    The  Littte  Belt  fired  first.    I  waa.  ■ 
then  looking  at  her,  and  saw  the  flash  and  heard 
the  report  of  her  gun. 

John  McCormick  was  called  into  court  and 
examined. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres* 
ident  on  the  niffht  of  the  action  between  her  and 
the  ship  Little  Belt? 

Answer.    Yes,  sir. 

Q^uestion.  What  was  then  your  station,,  aiid 
where  were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate  ? 

Answer.  I  was  then  second  captain  of  the 
fourth  gun  of  the  fourth  division  on  the  forecas- 
tie.  and  was  quartered  at  the  same. 

Q^uestioo.  Is  the  first  capuin  of  that  gun  now 
on  board  the  President  ? 

Answer.  He  is  not.  His  term  of  service  bar- 
ing expired,  he  has  been  discharged* 

Cluestion.    Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun  ? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt.  I  was  then  looking 
at  her  out  of  a  port,  when  I  saw  the  flash  and 
heard  the  report  of  her  gun. 

William  Campbbli«,  Thomas  Taylor,  Philip 
Werner,  Samuel  Brown,  Richard  Caffol, 
Bdw>rd  Patterson,  John  An nERBOR, and  James 
Welch,  were  produced  to  the  court  aiid  sworn  aa 
witnesses. 

William  Campbell  waa  examined. 

Q^uestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  the  night  ot  the  action  between  her  and 
the  ship  Little  Belt?. 

Answer.  -  Yes,  sir. 

duestion.  What  was  then  your  station,  and 
where  were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate? 

Answer.    I  Was  then  captain  of  the  first  gun  of 
the  fourth  division  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  waa 
then  quartered  at  it. 
Question.    Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun  ? 
Answer.    The  Little  Belt.  I  was  then  looking 
at  her,  and  saw  her  fire  it. 
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Tbomab  Taylor  was  called  into  court  and  ex- 
amined. 

Q^uestion.  Were  yon  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  the  night  of  tiie  action  between  her  and 
the  ship  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.    Yes,  sirl 

duestion.  What  was  then  your  station,  and 
where  were  yon  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate? 

Answer.  I  was  captain  of  the  second  gun  of 
the  fourth  division  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  was 
then  quartered  at  it. 

Question.    Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun  ? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt  fired  the  first  gun 
five  or  six  seconds  before  the  President  fired.  I 
was  then  looking  stead ilv  at  her,  and  saw  the  flash 
and  heard  the  report  of  ner  gun. 

Philip  Wernbr  was  called  into  the  court  and 
examined. 

Question .  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident  on  the  night  or  the  action  between  her  and 
the  Little  Belt  ? 

Answer.    Yes,  sir. 

Ctuestion.  What  was  then  your  station,  and 
where  were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  President? 

Answer.  I  was  captain  of  the  third  gun  of  the 
fourth  division  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  was  then 
quartered  at  the  same. 

Q^uestton.    Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun  ? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt.  I  was  then  looking 
through  a  port  at  her,  and  saw  the  flash  and  heard 
the  report  of  her  gun. 

Samuel  Brown  was  called  into  court  and  ex- 
amined. 

duestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  the  nifi[ht  of  the  action  between  her  and 
the  ship  Little  Belt? 

Answer.    Yes.  sir. 

Question.  What  was  then  your  station,  and 
Where  were  you  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
friffate  ? 

Answer.  I  was  second  captain  of  the  fourth 
gun  of  the  fourth  division  on  the  quarter-deck, 
and  was  then  quartered  at  it. 

Answer.  Is  the  first  captain  of  that  gun  now 
on  board  the  President  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  was  discharged  after 
his  term  of  service  had  expired. 

Cluestion.    Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun  ? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt.  I  was  then  looking 
at  her,  and  saw  the  flash  and  heard  the  report  of 
her  gun. 

RiCBARo  Capfol  was  called  into  court  and 
interrogated. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  the  night  oi  the  action  between  her  and 
the  ship  Little  Beit  ?      Answer.    Yes,  sir. 

Q,uestion.  What  was  your  station,  and  where 
were  you  then  quartered,  on  board  the  said  frigate? 

Answer.  I  was  second  captain  of  the  fiAh  gun 
of  the  fourth  division  on  the  quarter-deck,  and 
was  then  quartered  at  that  gun. 

duestion.  Is  the  first  captain  of  that  gun  now 
on  board  the  President? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  was  discharged  aHer 
his  term  of  service  had  expired. 


Q^uestion.    Which  ship  fired  the  first  gao  1 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt.  I  was  then  lookiog 
at  her  out  of  a  port,  and  saw  the  flash  and  beud 
the  report  of  her  run,  as  much  as  three  or  foar 
seconds  before  the  President  returned  iL 

'EnwARO  Pattbrbon  was  called  into  court  aad 
interrogated. 

duestion.  Were  yoa  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident OD  the  night  of  the  action  between  her  and 
the  ship  Little  Belt? 

Answer.    Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  your  station,  and  where 
were  you  then  quartered,  on  board  the  aid 
frigate  ? 

Answer.  I  was  then  captain  of  the  sixth  goo 
of  the  fourth  division  on  the  qnarter-deek,  aod 
was  quartered  at  the  same. 

Q^uestion.    Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun  ? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt  fired  the  first  guiL  I 
was  then  looking  at  her,  and  saw  the  fiaah  and 
heard  the  report  of  it. 

JoBN  Anderbom  was  called  into  eoart  and  ex* 
amined. 

duestion.  Were  yoa  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  the  niffht  of  the  action  between  her  aod 
the  ship  Little  Belt? 

Answer.    Yes,  sir. 

Q^uestion.  What  was  your  station,  and  when 
were  you  then  quartered,  on  board  the  said 
frigate  ? 

Answer.  I  was  then  captain  of  the  sereoth 
gun  of  the  fourth  division  on  the  quarter-deci[,  aod 
w&s  quartered  at  that  cud. 

Cluestion.    Which  ship  fired  the  first  gnu  ? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt  fired  the  first  gaa.  I 
saw  two  flashes  from  her  at  the  time,  and  beard 
the  report  of  her  gun. 

James  Weloh  was  called  into  court  and  in- 
terrogated. 

Q^uestion.  Were  von  on  board  the  frigate  Pres- 
ident on  the  night  oi  the  action  between  her  aod 
the  ship  Little  Belt? 

Answer.    Yes,  I  was,  sir. 

Q^uestion.  What  was  your  sutioa,  and  where 
were  you  then  quartereid,  on  board  the  said 
friaate  ? 

Answer.  I  was  captain  of  the  eighth  guD  ot 
the  fourth  division  on  the  quarter-deck,  aod  was 
then  quartered  at  the  same. 

Uuestion.    Which  ship  fired  the  first  gOQ  ? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt  fired  first.  1  was 
then  looking  at  her,  and  saw  the  flash  and  h^ra 
the  report  of  her  sun  three  or  four  seconds  before 
any  gun  was  fired  from  the  President. 

Lieutenant  Jobn  Ordb  Crbiohto!!  was  called 
into  court  and  again  examined.  . 

duestion  by  Commodore  Rodgtts.  Whcntw 
Little  Belt's  fire  was  silenced  a  second  time,  oogbt 
she  to  have  been  kept  away  or  brooght  to,  to  bare 
brought  her  guns  to  bear  upon  the  President? 

Answer.  At  the  time  the  Little  Belt's  fire  was 
a  second  time  silenced,  her  broadside  was  bearioe 
on  the  President :  as '  the  Little  Beit  dropped 
astern  of  the  President,  she  luflfed  up,  butshe  sboow 
then  have  been  kept  away  to  have  brooght  ftff 
guns  to  bear  upon  the  President. 
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^oestioQ  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  At  the 
time  the  Little  Belt's  guns  were  fioally  silenced, 
with  the  sail  she  had  set  at  that  time,  had  her 
rudder  been  free,  could  she  have  been  kept  away 
50  as  to  have  brought  her  guns  to  bear  upon  the 
President,  had  the  commander  of  the  Little  Belt 
been  so  disposed? 

Answer.  At  that  time,  had  the  rudder  of  the 
Little  Belt  been  free,  she  could  have  been  kept 
away  so  as  to  have  brought  her  guns  to  bear  upon 
the  President. 

Question  by  the  same.  When  the  Little  Belt's 
fire  was  finally  silenced,  what  do  you  suppose 
were  Commoaore  Rodgers's  motives  for  giving 
orders  so  instantaneously  to  stop  the  President's 
fire? 

Answer.  My  opinion  was,  that  Commodore 
Rodgers's  orders  proceeded  from  motivesn>f  hu- 
manity. 

Jacob  Mdll  was  called  into  court  and  again 
examined. 

Question  by  Commodore  Rodgers,  When  the 
Little  Belt's  fire  was  finally  silenced,  what  do  you 
suppose  were  Commodore  Rodger's  motives  for 
giving  orders  so  instantaneously  to  stop  the  Pres- 
ident's fire  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  the  Commodore's  orders 
proceeded  from  motives  a[  humanity. 

ALEXANnER  James  Dallas  was  called  into 
court  and  again  examined. 

Question  by'  Commodore  Rodgers.  Tou  have 
Slated  in  your  evidence  that  you  heard  two  re- 
ports when  you  saw  the  Little  Belt  fire  the  first 
gun;  what,  in  your  opinion,  did  the  said  reports 
proceed  from  ? 

Answer.  The  one  was  the  report  of  the  gun 
from  the  Little  Beit ;  and  the  other,  I  suppose, 
proceeded  from  the  striking  of  the  shot. 

The  court  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place 
to  morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 

TH0R8DAT,  Sept.  12,  1811. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment :  Pres- 
ent, Commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  President; 
Captain  Charles  Stewart,  Captain  Isaac  Chaun- 
wy.  members. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  yesterday  were 
read  and  approved. 

Silas  h.  Strinohah,  a  midshipman  on  board 
the  frigate  President  on  the  night  of  the  action 
between  her  and  the  Little  Belt,  was  sworn  as  a 
witness  and  interrogated. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  United 
States'  frigate  the  President  on  the  night  of  the 
action  between  her  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
sbip  the  Little  Belt  1    Answer.    Yes,  sir. 

^aestion.  What  was  then  your  station  on  board 
Ae  said  frigate  ? 

Answer.  I  was  a  midshipman  on  board  of  her. 

Question.  Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun  ? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt  fired  the  first  gun.  I 
was  then  standing  alongside  of  the  Commodore 
looking  at  her,  and  saw  the  flash  and  heard  thb 
^«portof  the  eun. 

James  H.  Lijolow  was  produced  and  sworn  as 
»  witness. 

12th  Con.  1st  Ssss.— 61 


duestion.  Were  you  on  board  the  United 
States'  frigate  the  President  on  the  night  of  the 
action  between  her  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
ship  the  Little  Belt  7 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Cluestion.  Wnatwas  then  your  station  on  board 
the  said  frigate  7 

Answer.  I  was  a  midshipman  on  board  of  her. 

duestion.  Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun  ? 

Answer.  The  Little  Belt.  I  was  then  standing 
on  a  shot  box,  alongside  of  the  Commodore,  look- 
ing at  her,  and  saw  the  flash  and  heard  the  reporl 
of  (he  gun. 

David  Gelston  Ingraham  was  produced  and 
sworn  as  a  witness. 

duestioo.  Were  you  on  board  the  United 
States'  frigate  the  President  on  the  night  of  the 
action  between  her  and  His  Britannic  M^esty's 
ship  the  Little  Belt  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

daestion.  What  was  then  your  station  on  board 
the  said  frigate  7 

Answer.  I  was  a  midshipman  on  board  of  her* 

duestion.  Which  ship  fired  the  first  gun  7 

Answer.  The  Little  ^elt.  I  was  then  standing 
in  the  starboard  gangway,  looking  at  her,  and  saw 
the  flash  and  heard  the  report  of  her  gun,  before 
I  heard  the  report  of  a  gun  from  the  President. 

Lieutenant  John  Ordb  Creiguton  was  called 
into  court  at)d  again  examined. 

duestion.  When  you  boarded  the  ship  Little 
Belt  the  moroiog  alter  the  action,  did  you  ofier, 
by  order  of  Commodore  Rodfers.  assistance  to 
the  commander  of  the  Little  ^it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Lieutenant  Ratmono  H.  J.  Perry  was  called 
into  court  and  again  examined. 

duestion.  At  what  hour,  on  the  day  of  the  ac- 
tion between  the. United  States'  frigate  the  Pres- 
ident and  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the  Little 
Belt,  were  the  colors  of  the  former  hoisted  7  and 
how  long  were  they  kept  flying  7 

Answer.  The  colors  of  the  said  frigate  Presi- 
dent were  hoisted  about  a  quarter  before  two,  P. 
M.  on  the  day  of  the  said  action,  and  were  kept 
flying  untU  noon  of  the  following  day. 

Mr.  Frendewt  tmd  Qtntlemen  of  the  Court : 

I  avail  myself  of  the  present  moment  to  express 
ray  thanks  for  the  patient  investigation  or  the 
merits  of  the  transaction  which  caused  its  con- 
vention ;  and  I  feel  perfectly  convinced  that  the 
evidence  adduced  is  amply  sufficient  to  insure 
that  my  conduct  in  this  affair  will  meet  the  ap- 
probation of  every  unprejudiced  mind,  as  well  for 
its  general  tenor,  as  for  the  lenity  shown  to  an 
assumed  enemy,  whom  I  had  it  in  my  power  to 
destroy  by  a  single  broadside  more,  and  that  too 
without  any  risk  of  injuring  the  ship  under  my 
command. 

Many  of  the  interrogatories,  put  by  myself  to 
the  witnesses,  may  have  appeared  to  the  court 
superfluous,  I  fear;  but  when  it  considers  the 
odious  features  of  the  statement  which  has  been 
exhibited  in  the  newspapers,  said  to  be  Captain 
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Bingham's  official  statement  to  Admiral  Sawyer, 
(dated  His  Majesty's  sloop  Little  Belt,  May  21, 
1811,  latUude  35«53',/ongi<ue/c7l*'49'  West,  Cape 
Charles  bearing  West,  distant  48  miles,)  I  am 
sore  it  cannot  complain  of  the  time  I  have  taken 
up  in  proving,  while  I  had  it  in  my  power,  that 
unblushing  representation  to  be  palpably  and  wil- 
fully false. 

I  should  not  now  longer  trespass  on  the  time 
and  patience  of  the  court,  were  it  not  probable 
that  the  present  proceedings  may  be  published  to 
the  world,  and  a  consequent  desire  that  even  my 
motives  for  chasing  the  Little  Belt  should  be 
known;  and  this  I  am  the  more  desirous  of,  as 
great  pains  have  been  taken  by  a  few  individuals, 
who  call  themselves  Americans,  to  impose  a  be- 
lief that  I  chased  with  a  hostile  intention ;  not, 
however,  because  I  entertain  a  hope  of  producing 
any  change  in  the  sentiments  of  men  like  them- 
selves, (and  for  the  honor  of  my  country  I  hope 
there  are  but  few  such,)  who  are  disposed  to  repre- 
sent all  the  acts  of  their  Government,  as  well  as 
of  its  agents,  in  an  odious  light,  but  to  undeceive 
not  only  mv  own  countrymen,  but  even  every  lib- 
eral Englishman,  who  may  have  been  deceived  by 
their  sophistry. 

That  I  did  chase  the  Little  Belt  I  acknowledge ; 
but  that  I  did  so  with  the  intention  of  offering 
menace  or  insult  to  the  British  flag.  I  declare,  in 
the  presence  of  my  Qod,  is  without  any  founda- 
tion whatever;  neither  would  the  orders  under 
which  I  was  acting  authorize  such  a  course,  any 
more  than  they  would  have  justified  my  submit- 
ting to  an  insult  from  a  British  or  any  other 
ship  of  war. 

Without  further  observation  or  comment  than 
fis  necessarily  connected  with  the  subject,  the  fol- 
lowing are,  therefore,  my   reasons  for  having 
•chased  that  ship:  On  the  tenth  of  May,  being  then 
at  anchor  off  Annapolis,  I  fot  under  way  to  pro- 
ceed to  my  station  at  New  York,  in  consequence 
of  an  order  from  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  that  effect,  in  which  he  acquainted 
me  of  his  having  issued  this  order  owing  to  bis 
being  informed  that  the  trade  of  New  York  bad 
become  interrupted  bv  British  and  French  crui- 
sers.   At  this  time,  I  discovered  by  the  newt- 
papers  that  a  British  frigate,  supposed  to  be  the 
Querriere,  had,  in  the  vicinity  of  Sandy  Hook,  and 
during  my  absence  from  the  station,  impressed 
out  of  the  American  brig  Spitfire,  bound  coast- 
wise, a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Diggio,  an 
American,  and  apprentice  to  the  master  of  the 
brig.    On  the  16th  of  May,  at  a  little  past  meri- 
dian, being  at  the  time  in  seventeen  fathoms 
water,  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  leasues  to  the 
northward  and  eastward  of  Cape  Henry,  and 
about  six  leagues  from  the  land  to  the  southward 
of  Chingoteague,  a  sail  was  discovered  to  the 
eastward,  standing  towards  us  under  a  press  of 
canvass,  which  1  soon  made  out,  by  the  snape  of 
her  upper  sails,  as  they  became  oistinguishable 
from  our  deck,  to  be  a  man  of  war.    Not  having 
heard  of  an)r  other  ship  of  war  than  the  before- 
mentioned  frigate  being  on  our  coast,  I  concluded 
(and  more  particularly  from  the  direction  in 


which  she  was  discovered)  that  it  was  her,  and 
accordingly  determined  to  speak  her,  as  well  be- 
cause  1  considered  it  my  duty  to  know  the  names 
and  characters  if  possible,  oi  ail  foreign  cruisers 
hovering  on  our  coast,  as  from  an  impressioa.  if 
it  turned  out  to  be  the  vessel  I  had  conceived, 
that  her  commander,  from  having  learnt,  through 
the  medium  of  the  newspapers,  the  seosaiioa 
which  the  beforementioned  outrage  had  produced 
throughout  the  United  Stales,  might  beiodaced. 
if  be  was  not  totally  regardless  of  American 
claimsto  justice,  to  mention  that  he  had  tbeyoaog 
man  in  question  on  board,  and  would  deliver  him 
up  to  me,  and,  perhaps,  at  the  same  time,  assign 
some  cause  for  such  a  gross  violation  of  the  sov- 
ereign rights  of  the  American  nation.  At  any 
rate,  whether  he  was  so  disposed  or  not,  if  I  could 
learn  from  him  that  the  man  was  on  board.] 
should  have  it  in  my  power  to  represent  the  same 
to  my  Government,  and  thereby  be  the  means  of 
more  readily  effecting  his  emancipation  from  vas- 
salage, and  the  cruel  necessity  of  fighting  the  bat- 
tles of  the  very  country  whose  officer  had  thns 
unlawfully  enslaved  him;  andj  in  doing  this, I 
considered  I  was  doin^  no  more  than  a  dotj 
imposed  on  me  by  my  situation ;  consequeotly,! 
felt  regardless  if,  in  accomplishing  it,  a  fartber 
attempt  should  be  made  to  insult  my  country  bf 
offering  violence  to  the  flag  flying  over  my  head; 
as  1  was  then,  am  now,  and  ever  shall  be.  pr^ 
pared  to  repel  any  such  insult  or  injury,  to  the 
very  utmost  of  the  force  under  my  command, aotl 
that,  too,  without  regard  to  the  consequences  re- 
sulting therefrom. 

These,  gentlemen,  were  my  motives  for  bar- 
ing chas^  the  ship  which  I  supposed  to  be  ti>e 
frigate  that  impressed  Di^gio,  but  which  afier- 
wards  proved  to  be  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship 
Little  Belt ;  but,  even  if  I  had  no  such  reason  lo 
justify  my  chasing,  I  maintain  that  the  usage  of 
nations,  the  treaty  concluded  in  1783  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain^  as  well  as  the 
British  precedents^  almost  without  number. gave 
me  that  right — if  it  be  admitted  that  our  country 
possesses  any  comparative  or  reciprocal  rights 
whatever. 

Although  I  admit  I  did  chase  the  Little  Beit,  I 
nevertheless  deny  that  ber  commander  wished  to 
prevent  my  coming  up  with  him,  otherwise  he 
undoubtedly  would  not  have  kept  away  and  set 
his  studding  sails  when  be  was  several  miles  to 
windward  of  me;  added  to  this,  hb  conduct  was 
unfriendly,  to  say  the  least,  as  he  declined  show- 
ing his  colors  until  after  it  was  too  dark  to  dis- 
tinguish what  thev  were ;  although  he  must  hare 
perceive  J,  as  well  from  the  course  I  steered,  as 
from  my  colors,  (of  which  he  undoubtedly  saw 
the  pennant,)  that  I  wished  to  speak  him.  In- 
deed, the  several  circumstances  make  it  apparent 
to  me  that  he  was  ignorant  of  our  force,  and  only 
wished  to  procrastinate  our  meeting  until  after i: 
should  be  dark.  JOHN  RODGERS. 

True  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

C.  W.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Chief  Ckrk  of  the  Navy  Dept. 
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The  Court  of  Inquiry,  authorized  and  required 
by  precept,  issued  by  the  honorable  the  Secretary 
of  the  Nary  of  the  United  States,  bearing  date  the 
24th  of  July,  1811,  hare,  in  conformity  with  the 
same,  minutely  examined  into  every  circum- 
stance stated  in  the  letter  of  John  Rodgers,  Esq., 
bearing  date  off  Sandy  Hook,  May  23, 1811,  and 
addressed  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nary  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  affair 
between  the  United  States'  frigate  the  President 
and  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the  Little  Belt ; 
and  having  taken  all  the  testimony  that  could,  in 
any  manner  or  degree,  elucidate  facts,  do,  la  obe- 
dience to  the  aforesaid  orecept,  state  all  the  facts 
that  have  been  disclosea. 

First.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court  that  Commodore  Rodgera,  on  perceiv- 
ing His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the  Little  Belt 
to  be  a  ship  of  war,  made  every  exertion  to  come 
up  with  her  before  dark. 

Second,  it  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  court  that  the  flag  of  the  United  States 
was  displayed  oa  board  the  United  States'  frigate 
the  President  as  soon  as  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
sbip  the  Little  Belt  was  discovered  to  be  a  shin 
of  war,  and  was  kept  flying  until  noon  of  the  fol- 
lowJQv  day. 

Third.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court  that  Captain  Bingham  acknowledged 
that  the  broad  pennant  of  the  United  States'  frig- 
ate the  President  had  been  distinguished,  during 
the  chase,  from  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the 
Little  Belt. 

Fourth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  court  that  no  colprs  were  perceived  flying 
on  board  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the 
Little  Belt  until  she  hove  to,  and  that  it  was 
theo  too  dark  to  distinguish  to  what  nation  they 

beloQaed. 

Filth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court  that  Commodore  Rodgers  hailed  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the  Little  Belt  first. 

Sixth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court  that  Commodore  Rodgers^s  hail  was 
not  satisfactorily  answered. 

SeTenth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  court  that  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the 
Little  Belt  fired  the  first  gun. 

Eighth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court  that  the  first  gun  fired  by  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  sbip  the  Little  Belt  was  without  any 
preTious  provocation  or  justifiable  cause. 

Ninth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court  that  the  shot  fired  from  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship  the  Little  Belt  was  returned  from 
the  United  States'  frigate  the  President  by  a 
single  gun. 

Tenth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court  that  the  general  fire  was  commenced 
bjr  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the  Little  Belt. 

Elerenth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  court  that,  after  the  firing  had  contin- 
ued four  or  fiTC  minutes,  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
<hip  the  Little  Belt  ceased  firing. 

Twelfth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  court  that,  after  His  Britannic  Majesty's 


ship,  the  Little  Belt,  had  ceased  firing,  and  the 
fire  of  the  United  States'  frigate,  the  President, 
had,  in  consequence  thereof^  ceased,  the  former 
ship,  in  about  three  minutes,  recommenced  her 
fire  upon  the  latter. 

Thirteenth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  court  that  the  seeond  fire  continued 
about  five  minutes,  when  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
ship,  the  Little  Belt,  was  totally  silenced. 

Fourteenth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satis- 
faction  of  the  court  that,  in  both  instances,  when 
the  fire  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship,  the  Lit- 
tle Belt,  was  silenced,  Commodore  Rodgers  ex- 
erted himself  to  prevent  further  injury  being  dona 
to  her. 

Fifteenth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  court  that  the  United  States'  frigate,  the 
President,  was  lying  to,  with  lights  hoisted,  dur- 
ing the  night  after  the  afiair  with  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship,  the  Little  Belt. 

Sixteenth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  court  that  Commodore  Rodgers  prof- 
fered aid  to  the  commander  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship,  the  Little  Belt,  the  morning  after 
the  rencounter. 

Seventeenth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  court,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
fire  from  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship,  the  Little 
Belt,  one  boy  was  wounded  on  board  the  United 
States'  frigate,  the  President,  one  shot  struck  her 
mainmast,  another  struck  her  foremast,  and  some 
of  her  rigging  was  cut. 

Eighteenth.  It  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  court  that  the  letter  of  Commodore 
Rodgers,  bearing  dale  ofi*  Sandy  Hook,  on  the 
23d  day  of  May  last,  and  addressed  to  the  honor- 
able the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  is  a  correct  and  true  statement  of  the  oc- 
currences which  took  place  between  the  United 
States'  frigate,  the  President,  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship,  the  Little^elt. 

The  court  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morn- 
ing at  Mechanics'  Hall,  in  Broadway,  in  the  city 
of  riew  York. 

Frioat,  Sefptember  13, 1811. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment:  Pres- 
ent, Commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  president; 
Captain  Charles  Stewart,  Captain  Isaac  Chaun- 
ce)%  members. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  yesterday  were 
read  and  approved. 

The  court  thereupon  adjourned  tine  die. 
STEPHEN  DECATUR,  President. 
WM.  PAULDING,  Jr.,  Judge  AdvocaU. 

True  copy  from  the  original,  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

C.  W.  GOLDSBOROUQH, 
Oiief  Clerkf  Navy  Department. 

Unitbd  States  Frigate  Presioent, 

{off  Sandy  Hook.)  May  23, 1811. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that,  in 

obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  6ih  instant, 

I  sailed  from  Annapolis  on  the  10th;  but,  owing 

to  head  winds,  I  did  not  get  to  sea  antil  the  14ta 
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on  which  day,  off  Cape  Hepry,  I  supplied  the 
ship  Madisoo,  of  Baltimore,  belonging  to  Mr. 
James  Bias,  with  an  anchor  and  cable,  she  being 
in  distress  on  account  of  haying  lost  hers,  except 
one  which  was  not  sufficient  to  ride  by.  On  the 
15th  instant,  Cape  Henry  bearing  west  south- 
west, distant  fifty  miles,  fell  in  with  a  sscond  ves- 
sel, the  briff  Sussex^  of  New  York,  Neal,  master, 
bound  to  Norfolk  from  Oronoko,  in  distress  for 
provisions,  which  I  supplied. 

I  regret  extremely  being  under  the  necessity  of 
representing  to  you  an  event  that  transpired  on 
the  night  of  the  16th  instant,  between  the  ship 
under  my  command,  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
ship  of  war,  the  Little  Belt,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Bingham,  the  result  of  which  has  given  me 
much  pain,  as  well  on  account  of  the  injury  she 
sustained,  as  that  I  should  have  been  compelled 
to  the  measure  that  produced  it,  by  a  vessel  of 
her  inferior  force.  The  circumstances  are  as 
follows:  On  the  16th  instant,  at  twenty-five 
minutes  past  meridian,  in  seventeen  fathoms  of 
water.  Cape  Henry  bearing  southwest,  distant 
fourteen  or  fifteen  leagues,  a  sail  was  discovered 
from  our  mast-head  in  the  east,  standing  to- 
wards us  under  a  nress  of  sail.  At  half-past  one, 
the  symmetry  of  ner  upper  sails  (which  were  at 
this  time  distinguishable  from  our  deck,  and  her 
making  signals)  showed  her  to  be  a  man  of  war. 
At  forty-five  minutes  past  one.  P.  M.,  hoisted  our 
ensign  and  pennant  when,  finding  her  signals 
not  answered,  she  wore  and  stood  to  the  south- 
ward. Being  desirous  of  speaking  her,  and  of 
ascertaining  what  she  was,  I  now  made  sail  in 
chase,  and  by  half-past  three,  P.  M.,  found  we 
were  eominff  up  with  her,  as,  by  this  time,  the 
upper  part  of  her  stern  began  to  show  itself  above 
the  horizon  from  our  deck.  The  wind  now  be- 
gan and  continued  gradually  to  decrease,  so  as  to 
grevent  my  being  able  to  approach  her  sufficiently 
efore  sunset,  to  discover  her  actual  force,  (which 
the  position  she  pres^ved  during  the  chase  was 
calculated  to  conceal,)  or  to  judge  even  to  what 
nation  she  belonged,  as  she  appeared  studiously 
to  decline  showing  her  colors.  At  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes  past  seven,  P.  M.,  the  chase  took 
in  her  studding  sails,  and  soon  after  hauled  up 
her  coursers,  and  hauled  by  the  wind  on  the 
starboard  tack;  she,  at  the  same  time,  hoisted  an 
ensign  or  flag  at  her  roizzen  peak,  but  it  was  too 
dark  for  me  to  discover  what  nation  it  represented; 
now,  for  the  first  time,  her  broadside  was  pre- 
sented to  our  view;  but  night  had  so  far  pro- 
gressed, that  although  her  appearance  indicated 
the  was  a  frigate,  I  was  unable  to  determine  her 
actoal  force.  At  fiAeen  minutes  before  eight  P. 
M.,  being  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  her,  the 
wind  at  the  time  very  light,  I  directed  Captain 
Ludlow  to  take  a  position  to  windward  of  her, 
and  on  the  same  tack,  within  short  speaking  dis- 
tance. This,  however,  the  cononnander  of  the 
chase  appeared  from  his  manoeuvres  to  be  anxious 
to  prevent;  as  she  wore,  I  hauled  by  the  wind  on 
different  tacks,  four  times  successively,  between 
this  period  and  the  time  of  our  arriving  at  the 
position  I  had  ordered  to  be  taken.    At  fifteen  or 


twenty  minutes  past  eight,  being  a  little  foriward 
of  her  weather  beam,  and  distant  from  seventy  to 
a  hundred  yards,  I  hailed,  ^  What  ship  is  that?^ 
To  this  inquiry  no  answer  was  given;  bat  I  was 
hailed  by  her  commander  and  asked,  ^  What  ^hip 
is  that?"  Having  asked  the  first  question,  I,  of 
course,  considered  mine  entitled,  by  the  common 
rules  of  politeness,  to  the  first  answer,  after  a 
pause  of  fifteen  or  twenty  seconds,  I  reiterated 
my  first  inquiry.  "What  ship  is  thatT*  and.  be- 
fore I  had  time  to  take  the  trumpet  frons  my 
mouth,  I  was  answered  by  a  shot  that  cat  off  one 
of  our  main-topmast  breast  back-stays,  and  weat 
into  our  mainmast.  At  this  instant,  Capuin 
Caldwell,  (of  marines,)  who  was  standing  very 
near  me  oh  the  gangway,  having  observed,  "^  Sir, 
she  has  fired  at  us,"  caused  me  to  pause  for  a 
moment.  Just  as  I  was  in  the  act  of  fl^ving  an 
order  to  fire  a  shot  in  return,  and  be^re  I  had 
time  to  resume  the  repetition  of  the  intended 
order,  a  shot  was  actually  fired  from  the  second 
division  of  this  ship,  and  was  scarcely  oat  of  the 
gun  before  it  was  answered  from  our  assumed 
enemy  by  three  others  in  quick  succession,  and 
soon  after  the  rest  of  his  broadside  and  musketry. 
When  the  first  shot  was  fired,  being  onder  ao 
impression  that  it  might  possibly  have  proceeded 
from  accident,  and  without  the  orders  of  the 
commander,  I  had  determined,  at  the  momeat, 
to  fire  only  a  single  shot  in  return;  but  the  imme- 
diate repetition  of  the  previous  unprovoked  out- 
rage induced  me  to  believe  that  the  insult  was 
premeditated,  and  that,  from  our  adversary's 
being  at  the  time  as  iffnorant  of  our  real  force  as 
I  was  of  his,  he  thought  this,  perhaps,  a  favorable 
opportunity  of  acquiring  promotion,  althongfa  at 
the  expense  of  violating  our  neutrality  and  insult- 
ing our  flag.  I,  accordingly,  with  that  degree  of 
repugnance  incident  to  feeling  equally  determined 
neither  to  be  the  aggressor  nor  to  suffer  the  ^m^ 
of  my  country  to  be  insulted  with  impunity,  gave 
a  general  order  to  fire;  the  effect  of  which,  in 
froin  four  to  six  minutes,  as  near  as  I  can  ja^ge, 
having  produced  a  partial  silence  of  his  guns,  I 
gave  orders  to  cease  firing,  discovering,  hj  the 
feeble  opposition,  that  it  must  be  a  ship  of  very 
inferior  force  to  what  I  had  supposed,  or  that 
some  untoward  accident  had  happened  to  her. 
My  orders  in  this  instance,  however,  (altfaocigh 
they  proceeded  alone  from  motives  of  hnmanity. 
and  a  determination  not  to  spill  a  drop  of  blood 
unnecessarily,)  I  had,  in  less  than  four  minates, 
some  reason  to  regret,  as  he  renewed  his  fire,  of 
which  two  thirty-two  pound  shot  cat  off  one  of 
our  fore-shrouds  and  injured  our  foreausu  It 
was  now  that  I  found  myself  under  the  painful 
necessity  of  giving  orders  for  a  repetition  of  onr 
fire  against  a  force  which  my  forbearance  alone 
had  enabled  to  do  us  any  injury  of  moment.  Our 
fire  was  accordingly  renewed,  and  continued  from 
three  to  five  minutes  longer,  when,  perceiving 
our  opponent's  gaff  and  colors  down,  his  main- 
topsail-yard  upon  the  cap,  and  his  fire  silenced, 
although  it  was  so  dark  that  I  could  not  discern 
any  other  particular  injury  we  had  done,  or  bow 
far  he  was  in  a  situation  to  do  us  further  harm, 
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I  nevertheless  embraced  the  earliest  moment  to 
stop  our  fire,  and  to  prevent  the  further  effusion 
of  blood.  Here  a  pause  of  half  a  minute,  or  more, 
took  place,  at  the  end  of  which  our  adversary  not 
sbowiog  a  further  disposition  to  fire,  I  hailed  and 
again  asked,  "What  ship  is  that?"  and  learned, 
for  the  first  time,  that  it  was  a  ship  of  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty;  but  owing:  to  its  blowing  rather 
fresher  than  it  had  done,  I  was  unable  to  learn 
her  name.  After  having  informed  her  command- 
er of  the  name  of  this  ship,  I  gave  orders  to  wear, 
ran  under  his  lee,  and  haul  by  the  wind  on  the 
starboard  tack,  and  heave  to  under  topsails,  and 
repair  vebat  little  injury  we  had  sustained  in  our 
nggiDS)  ^c.,  which  was  accordingly  executed;  and 
we  coDtinued  lying  to,  on  different  tacks,  with  a 
number  of  lights  displayed,  in  order  that  our  adver- 
sary might  the  better  discern  our  position,  and  com- 
mand our  assistance  in  case  helo^nii  it  necessary 
daring  the  night.  At  daylight,  on  the  17th,  he 
was  discovered  several  miles  to  leeward,  when  I 
gave  orders  to  bear  up  and  run  down  to  him 
under  easy  sail ;  after  nailing  him.  I  sent  a  boat 
on  board  with  Lieutenant  Creignton.  to  learn 
the  names  of  the  ship  and  her  commander,  with 
directions  to  ascertain  the  damage  she  had  sus- 
tained, and  to  inform  her  commander  how  much 
I  regretted  the  necessity^  on  my  par^,  which  had 
led  to  such  an  unhappy  result;  at  the  same  time  to 
offer  all  the  assistance  that  the  ship  under  my  com- 
mand afforded,  in  repairing  the  damages  his  had 
sustained.  At  nine,  A.  M.,  Lieutenant  Creighton 
returned  with  information  that  it  was  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  ship,  the  Little  Belt,  command- 
ed by  Captain  Bingham,  who,  in  a  polite  manner, 
declined  the  acceptance  of  any  assistance,  saving, 
at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  on  board  all  the 
necessary  requisites  to  repair  the  damages  suffi- 
ciently to  enable  him  to  return  to  Halifax.  '  This, 
however,  was  not  the  most  unpleasant  part  of 
Captain  Bingham's  communication  to  Lieuten- 
ant Creighton ;  as  he  informed  him  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  injury  his  ship  had  sustained,  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  or  his  crew  had  been 
killed  and  wounded. 

The  regret  that  this  information  caused  me 
Was  tuch,  you  mav  be  sure,  as  a  man  might  be 
expected  to  feel,  whose  greatest  pride  is  to  prove, 
without  ostentation,  by  every  public  as  well  as 
private  act,  that  he  possesses  a  humane  and  gen- 
erous heart;  and  with  these  sentiments  believe 
nie.  sir,  that  such  a  communication  would  cause 
nie  the  most  acute  pain  during  the  remainder  of 
^J  life,  had  1  not  the  consolation  to  know  that 
there  was  no  alternative  left  me  between  such  a 
sacrifice,  and  one  which  would  have  been  still 
greater,  namely,  to  have  remained  a  passive  spec- 
tator of  insult  to  the  flag  of  my  country,  whilst 
it  was  confided  to  my  protection;  and  I  would 
haTe  you  to  be  convinced,  sir,  that,  however 
iDuch  individually  I  may  previously  have  had 
reason  to  feel  incensed  at  tne  repeated  outrages 
<^onimiited  on  oijkr  flag  by  British  ships  of  war, 
neither  rw  passion  nor  prejudices  had  any  agency 
Id  this  afiair. 

To  my  country  I  am  well  convinced  of  the  im- 


portance of  the  transaction,  which  has  imposed 
upon  me  the  necessity  of  making  you  this  com- 
munication. I  must,  therefore,  Irom  motives  of 
delicacy,  connected  with  personal  considerations, 
solicit  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  request  the 
President  to  authorize  a  formal  inquiry  to  be  in- 
stituted into  all  the  circumstances,  as  well  as 
every  part  of  my  conduct  connected  with  the 
same. 

The  injury  sustained  by  the  ship  under  my 
coDimand  is  very  trifling,  except  to  the  fore  and 
main  masts,  which  I  before  mentioned;  no  per- 
son killed,  and  but  one  (a  boy)  wounded. 

For  further  particulars  I  refer  you  to  Captain 
Caldwell,  who  is  charged  with  the  delivery  of 
this  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

P.  S.  The  Little  Belt  is  a  corvette,  about  the 
size  of  the  John  Adams,  but,  owing  to  her  great 
length,  her  having  a  poop  and  topgallants,  fore- 
castle, and  room  to  mount  three  mor^  guns  of  a 
side  than  she  actually  carries,  her  deep  bulwark, 
and  the  manner  of  stowing  her  hammocks,  she 
has  the  appearance  of  a  mgate,  and  would  al- 
ways be  taken  for  such  from  the  view  we  had  of 
her  during  the  chase,  as  we  never  had  a  sight  of 
her  broadside  until  it  was  too  dark  to  ascertain 
that  she  only  carried  one  tier  of  guns.  She  is, 
by  Steele's  list,  (1809)  rated  at  twenty  guns, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamilton,  Sec'ry  qfthe  Navy, 

True  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

OH.  W.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Chitf  CUrk^  Navy  Department, 


From  Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Washington,  October  24,  ISll. 

Sin:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  11th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  a  court  of  inquiry  held  bv  order 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  con- 
duct of  Commodore  Rodders  in  the  late  encounter 
between  a  frigate  of  the  United  States,  the  Presi* 
dent,  and  His  Majesty's  ship,  the  Little  Belt, 
fixing  on  Captain  tifingham  the  charge  of  having 
commenced  the  engagement,  and  claiming,  in 
consequence,  the  attention  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment towards  it  as  to  an  act  of  hostility  on 
the  part  of  the  British  officer. 

1  may  be  permitted  to  remind  you,  sir,  that 
after  I  had  ascertained  from  you  that  no  hostile 
intentions  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  were  connected  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  Captain  Rodgers,  all  that  I  asked,  in  the 
first  instance,  was,  that  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  be  pleased  to  order  an  inquiry 
into  his  conduct,  which  had  tended  so  seriously 
to  interrupt  the  harmony  subsisting  between  our 
two  countries,  and  which,  having  hitherto  re- 
ceived no  palliation  whatever  from  any  evidence 
in  contradiction  to  Captain  Biiigham's  statement 
as  officially  transmitted  to  His  Majesty's  Gov* 
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ernment,  must  have  continued  to  appear  to  them 
to  be  utterly  incapable  of  receiving  any. 

The  document  you  have  now  done  me  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  me,  with  the  copy  an- 
nexed of  Captain  Rodgers's  letter,  (for  the  first 
time  ufi&cially  before  me,)  is,  however,  so  far  satis- 
factory, as  it  shows  that  Captain  Rodgers  has  en- 
deavored to  exculpate  himself,  exhibiting  the 
ground  on  which  he  rests  his  defence;  and  I  shall 
without  delay  transmit  it  to  be  laid  before  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent.  It  certainly 
proves  a  most  unaccountable  difference  to  exist 
between  the  statement  of  the  commander  and 
officers  of  the  Little  Belt  and  those  of  the  Presi- 
dent, as  to  the  firing  of  the  first  gun  ;  but  I  must 
remark  that,  from  the  concurrent  testimony  of 
several  officers  of  the  United  States'  ship  as  to  the 
orders  given  by  Captain  Rodgers  on  nearing  the 
Little  Belt,  there  appears  to  have  been  an  im- 
pression on  his  mind  that  an  encounter  wa&  to 
ensue ;  and,  as  the  Little  Belt  was  evidently  en- 
deavoring to  avoid  him,  such  an  idea,  it  would 
seem,  could  only  have  arisen  from  the  opinion 
be  entertained  of  bis  own  proceedings  as  being 
likely  to  bring  it  on. 

I  take  occasion  to  acknowledtre  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  dated  September  14,  in  answer  to 
mine  of  the  2d,  a  copy  of  which  I  immediately 
forwarded  to  my  Goirernment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con- 
sideration and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 


States  on  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Rodgers;. 
and  this  preliminary  to  further  discussion  on  the 
subject  being  all  that  I  asked  in  the  first  instance 
as  due  to  the  friendship  subsisting  between  the 
two  States,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  acquaint 
you  that  I  am  ready  to  proceed,  in  the  truest 
spirit  of  conciliation,  to  lay  before  you  the  terms 
of  reparation  which  His  Royal  Highness  has 
commanded  me  to  propose  to  the  United  States' 
Government,  and  only  wait  to  know  when  it 
will  suit  your  convenience  to  enter  upon  the  dis- 
cussion.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc« 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 
To  the  Hon.  James  MoNROfi,  &c. 


IV. — Correspondence  relative  to  the  attack  by  the 
British  mgate.  Leopard^  on  the  American 
frigate^  Chesapeake. 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Wabhingtoh,  October  30, 1811. 

Sir:  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  mention 
to  you  that  I  came  to  this  country  furnished  with 
instructions  from  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  His 
Majesty,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  a  final 
adjustment  of  the  differences  which  have  arisen 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of 
America  in  the  afiair  of  the  Chesapeake  frigate ; 
and  I  had  also  that  of  acquainting  you  with  the 
necessity  under  which  I  found  myself  of  suspend- 
ing the  execution  of  those  instructions,  in  conse- 
quence of  my  not  having  perceived  that  any 
steps  whatever  were  taken  by  the  American 
Government  to  clear  up  the  circumstances  of  an 
event  which  threatened  so  materially  to  inter- 
rupt the  harmony  subsisting  between  our  two 
countries  as  that  which  occurred  in  the  month 
of  last  May  between  the  United  States'  ship. 
President,  and  His  Majesty's  ship  Little  Belt, 
when  every  evidence  before  His  Majestv's  Grov- 
ernment  seemed  to  show  that  a  most  violent  and 
wanton  outrage  had  been  committed  on  a  British 
sloop  of  war  by  an  American  Commodore. 

A  court  of  inquiry,  however,  as  you  informed 
me  in  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  has  since 
been  held  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster. 

Washington.  Dep't  of  State, 

Ocfoter  31,  1811. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  30th  of  this  month. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  communication 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  you  on  the 
11th  instant,  relative  to  the  court  of  inquiry 
which  was  the  subject  of  it,  is  viewed  by  you  in 
the  favorable  light  which  you  have  stated. 

Although  I  regret  that  the  proposition  you 
now  make  in  consequence  of  that  communica- 
tion has  been  delayed  to  the  present  moment,  I 
am  ready  to  receive  the  terms  of  it  whenever  you 
may  think  proper  to  communicate  them.  Permit 
me  to  add,  that  the  pleasure  of  finding  them  satis- 
factory will  be  duly  augmented  if  they  should  be 
introductory  to  a  removal  of  all  the  differences 
depending  between  our  two  countries,  the  hope 
of  which  is  so  little  encouraged  by  your  past  cor- 
respondence. A  prospect  of  such  a  result  will  be 
embraced  on  my  part  With  a  spirit  of  conciliation 
equal  to  that  which  has  been  expressed  by  yoo. 

I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  Augustus  J.  FosteR|  d&c. 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Washington,  November  1. 1811. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  the  orders  whicn  I  bare 
received  from  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  His  Maj- 
esty, for  the  porpo«e  of  proceeding  to  a  final  ad- 
justment of  the  differences  which  have  arisen  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  in 
the  afiair  of  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  I  have  the 
honor  to  acquaint  yuu : 

First.  That  I  am  instructed  to  repeat  to  the 
American  Government  the  prompt  disavowal 
made  by  His  Majesty,  (and  recited  in  Mr.  Ersk- 
ine's  note  of  April  17,  1809.  to  Mr.  Smith,)  on 
being  apprized  of  the  unauthorized  act  of  the  of- 
ficer of  his  naval  forces  on  the  coast  of  America, 
whose  recall  from  a  highly  important  and  honor- 
able command  immediately  ensued,  as  a  maiir 
of  His  Majesty's  disapprobation. 

Secondly.  That  I  am  authorized  to  offer,  in  ad- 
dition to  that  disavowal  on  the  part  of  His  Royal 
Highness,  the  immediate  restoration,  as  far  as  cir* 
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comstanees  will  admit,  of  the  men  who,  in  conse- 
quence of  Admiral  Berkeley's  orders,  were  forci- 
bly taken  oat  of  the  Chesapeake,  to  the  vessel  from 
which  they  were  taken;  or,  if  that  ship  should 
be  DO  longer  in  commission;  to  such  seaport  of  the 
United  States  as  the  American  Government  may 
Dame  for  the  purpose. 

Thirdly.  That  I  am  also  authorized  to  offer 
the  American  Government  a  suitable  pecuniary 
provision  for  the  sufferers  in  consequence  of  the 
attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  including  the  families 
of  those  seamen  who  unfortunately  fell  in  the  ac- 
tion, and  of  the  wounded  survivors. 

These  honorable  propositions,  I  can  assure  you, 
sir.  are  made  with  the  sincere  desire  that  they 
may  prove  satisfactory  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  I  trust  they  will  meet  with 
that  amicable  reception  which  their  conciliatory 
Dature  entitles  them  to.  I  need  scarcely  add  how 
cordially  I  join  with  you  in  the  wish  that  they 
miaht  prove  introductory  to  a  removal  of  all  the 
difereoces  depending  between  our  two  countries. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 

The  Hon.  James  Monroe,  dec. 


Mr*  Monroe  to  Mr,  Foster. 

Dgpartmbnt  of  State, 

November  12, 1811. 

Sir  :  1  ha^e  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  1st  of  November,  add  lay  it  before  the 
President. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  reparation 
dae  for  such  an  aggression  as  that  committed  on 
the  United  States'  frigate  the  Chesapeake  shonld 
have  been  so  long  delayed }  nor  could  the  trans- 
lation of  the  offiendioff  officer  from  one  command 
to  another  be  regarded  as  constituting  a  part  of  a 
reparation  otherwise  satisfactory.  Considering, 
however,  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  the  early  and  amicable  attention  paid  to  it  by 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  the  Presi- 
dent accedes  to  the  proposition  contained  in  your 
letter,  and,  in  ^  doing,  your  Government  will,  I 
am  persuaded,  see  a  proof  of  the  conciliatory  dis- 
position by  which  tne  President  has  been  actu- 
ated. 

The  officer  commanding  the  Chesapeake,  now 
^ying  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  will  be  instructed 
to  receive  the  men  who  are  to  be  restored  to  that 
ship.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Hon.  Augustus  J.  Foster,  &c. 


documents  accompanying  my  message  of  the  5th 
instant,  the  translation  of  them  not  being  then 
completed. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
November  7, 1811. 

To  the  Senate  and  H<m9e  of 

Reprtaentaiives  ^  the  United  Siatet .' 

I  communicate  to  Congress,  for  their  io forma* 
tion,  copies  and  extracts  from  the  correspondence 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  at  Paris.  Thes« 
documents  will  place  before  Congress  the  actoai 
posture  of  our  relations  with  France.     . 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Mat  26, 1812. 


FRANCE. 


[Communicated  to  Congress  by  the  Messages  of  No- 
vember 5  and  8,  1811,  and  May  26  1812.] 
^0  tht  Senate  and  Hotue  of 

^preaentativea  of  the.  United  Stake  .• 
I  now  lay  before  Congress  two  letters  to  the 
l^eparimeot  of  State ;  one  from  the  present  Pleni- 
potentiary of  France,  the   other  from  his  pre- 
^lecessor,  which  were  not  included  among  the 


General  Turrean  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Washington,  November  14, 1810. 

Sir:  Although  you  may  have  been  already  in- 
formed, through  another  official  channel,  of  the 
repeal  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  it  is 
agreeable  to  me  to  have  to  confirm  to  you  this 
new  liberal  disposition  of  my  Court  towards  the 
Government  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 

You  will  recollect,  without  doubt,  sir,  that  these 
decrees  were  adopted  in  retaliation  for  the  multi- 
plied measures  ot  England  against  the  rights  of 
neutrals,  and  especially  against  those  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and,  after  this  newproof  of  deference 
to  the  wishes  of  your  Government,  His  Majesty 
the  Emperor  has  room  to  believe  that  it  will  make 
new  efforts  to  withdraw  the  American  commerce 
from  the  yoke  which  the  prohibitory  acts  of 
Great  Britain  have  imposed  upon  it.  i  ou  will, 
at  the  same  time,  observe,  sir,  that  the  clearly 
expressed  intention  of  my  Government  is,  that 
the  renewal  of  commercial  intercourse  between 
France  and  the  United  States  cannot  alter  the 
system  of  exclusion  adopted  by  all  Europe  against 
all  the  products  of  the  soil  or  of  the  manufactures 
of  England  or  her  colonies ;  a  system,  the  wisdom 
and  the  advantages  of  which  are  already  proved 
by  its  development  and  its  success,  and  of  which, 
also,  the  United  States,  as  an  agricultural  and 
commercial  Power,  have  a  particular  interest  la 
aiding  in  and  hastening  the  completion.  More- 
over, sir,  this  measure  of  my  Government,  and 
those  which  yours  may  think  proper  to  adopt,  will 
prove  the  inutility  of  the  efforts  of  the  common 
enemy  to  break  the  ties  of  friendship  which  a  hu- 
mane and  generous  policy  has  necessarily  formed 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  and  which 
the  actual  crisis  ought  to  draw  closer.  We  ought 
hereafter,  sir,  to  hone,  or  rather  we  may  be  as- 
sured, that  new  relations,  still  more  close  and 
more  friendly,  are  about  to  be  formed  between 
Americans  and  Frenchmen,  and  that  these  two 
people  will  be  more  than  ever  convinced  that 
their  glory,  their  interest,  and  their  happiness 
must  eternally  consecrate  the  principle  and  the 
conservation  of  these  relations. 

I  seize  with  eagerness  this  occasion,  sir,  of  re- 
liewing  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  high  consid* 
eraiion.  TURREAU. 
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Mr.  Runelly  Charg^  to  France,  to  Mr.  Smith,  Secre- 

tcry  of  State. 

Paris,  January  16, 1811. 

SiH :  Your  letter  of  the  8tb  of  November,  rel- 
ative to  the  powers  given  by  this  GoverDineut  to 
its  Consuls  in  the  United  States,  under  its  decree 
concerning  licenses,  was  received  by  nie  on  the 
11th  instant,  and  the  next  day  I  communicated 
its  contents  to  the  Duke  of  Cadore  in  a  note,  a 
copy  of  which  you  will  find  enclosed. 

I  remain,  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

Hon.  Robert  Smith,  Secretary  of  State, 

[Referred  to  in  the  preceding  despatch.] 
Mr.  Russell  to  the  Duke  of  Cadore. 

Paris,  January  12, 1811. 

Sir:  The  public  journals  and  letters  from 
General  Armstrong  have  announced  to  the  Amer- 
ican Government  an  imperial  decree,  by  which 
permission  is  to  be  granted  to  a  stated  number  of 
American  vessels  to  import  into  France,  from 
certain  ports  of  the  United  States,  the  articles 
therein  specified,  and  to  export,  in  return,  such 
productions  of  the  French  Empire  as  are  also 
enumerated  in  said  decree.  This  trade,  it  would 
appear,  is  to  be  carried  on  under  the  authority  of 
imperial  licenses,  and  can  only  be  perfected  by 
the  act  of  the  French  Consul  residing  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  at  the  specified 
ports. 

The  United  States  have  no  pretension  of  right 
to  object  to  the  o])eration  of  commercial  regula- 
tions, strictly  municipal,  authorized  by  the  French 
Government  to  take  effect  within  the  limits  of  its 
.  own  dominions;  but  I  am  instructed  to  state  to 
you  the  inadmissibility,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  of  such  a  consular  supermtendence  as  that 
which  is  contemplated  by  this  decree,  respecting 
a  trade  to  be  carried  on  under  licenses. 

France  cannot  claim  for  her  Consuls,  either  by 
treaty  or  custom,  such  a  superintendence.  They 
can  be  permitted  to  enjoy  such  legitimate  func- 
tions only  as  are  sanctioned  by  public  law,  or  by 
the  usage  of  nations  growing  out  of  the  courtesy 
of  independent  States. 

Besides,  the  decree  in  question  professes  to  in- 
vest certain  Consuls  with  a  power  which  cannot 
be  resularly  exercised  in  the  United  States  with^ 
out  toe  tacit  permission  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment; a  permission  that  cannot  be  presumed, 
not  only  because  it  is  contrary  to  usage,  but  be- 
cause Consuls  thus  acting  would  be  exercising 
functions  in  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  French 
authority  only,  which  the  American  Government 
itself  is  not  competent  to  authorize  in  any  agents 
whatever. 

If  the  construction  given  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  this  decree  be  correct,  the 
Government  of  France  should  not^  for  a  moment, 
mislead  itself  by  a  belief  that  its  commercial 
agents  will  be  permitted  to  exercise  the  extraor- 
dmary  power  thus  intended  to  be  given  to  them. 

1  pray  your  Excellency,  &/c. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

His  Exc'y  the  Duks  of  Cadore. 


Mr.-  Russell  to  Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State. 

Paris,  January  21, 1811. 

Sir:  On  the  18th  instant  I  received  a  note 
dated  that  day,  from  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  in  an- 
swer to  the  representation  which  I  had  made  to 
him  on  the  12th  of  this  month  relative  to  the  ex- 
ceptionable powers  intended  to  be  exercised  hj 
French  Consuls  in  the  United  States,  in  perfect- 
ing the  contemplated  trade  under  licenses. 

You  will  perceive  with  satisfaction,  that  not 
only  these  powers,  but  the  system  itself,  under 
which  they  were  to  have  been  exercised,  have 
been  abandoned.    I  have  the  honor.  <&c. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL 

Hon.  Robert  Smith, 

Secretary  of  Siaie, 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Russell's  despatefa  of  Slst  Jano- 

aiy,  1811.] 

The  Duke  of  Cadore  to  Mr.  Rossell. 

Paris,  January  18, 1811. 

Sir:  I  have  read  with  much  attention  your 
note  of  the  12th  day  of  January,  relative  to  the 
licenses  intended  to  favor  the  commerce  of  the 
Americans  in  France.  This  system  had  beeo 
conceived  before  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  had  been  resolved  upon.  Now 
circumstances  are  changed  by  the  resolution  that 
has  been  taken  by  the  United  States  to  cause  their 
flag  and  their  independence  to  be  respected.  That 
which  has  been  done  before  this  last  epoch  caa 
no  longer  serve  as  a  rule  under  actual  circum- 
stances.   Accept,  sir.  th&  assurances,  &c. 

CHAMP AGNY,  Dukede  Cadort. 

Mr.  Russell,  Ckargi^  ^c. 


Mr.  Russell  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano. 

Paris,  AprU  29, 1811. 

Encouraged  by  the  assurances  which  your  Ex- 
cellency was  pleased  to  give  me  in  the  coorersa- 
tion  which  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  you  yes- 
terday, that  the  French  Government  was  dis- 
posed to  promote,  as  far  as  might  be  in  its  power, 
the  success  of  the  mission  of  tae  special  Minister 
of  the  United  States  to  the  Court  of  DeDmark. 
I  dare  persuade  myself  that  your  Excellency  will 
feel  no  hesitation  in  returning  such  an  answer  to 
the  following  inquiries  as  shall  place  the  facu  to 
which  they  relate  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt 
or  controversy. 

1st.  Did  not  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, by  a  despatch,  dated  the  20th  of  April 
1808,  authorize  the  Consuls  of  Fraore  in  the 
United  States  to  deliver  certificates  of  origin  to 
vessels  destined  for  neutral  or  allied  ports,  and 
prescribe  the  formalities  required  for  such  certifi- 
cates ? 

2d.  Was  not  the  despatch  of  the  Duke  of  Ca- 
dore, of  the  30lh  of  August  last,  the  first  that  was 
received  in  the  United  States,  either  by  the 
French  Minister  or  Consul  General  there,  pro- 
hibiting the  further  delivery  by  Freoch  Copsulj 
of  cert&cates  of  origin  except  to  vessels  destined 
to  French  ports? 

3d.  Was  not  this  last  mentioned  despatch  first 
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received  by  General  Turreau,  on  the  13th  of  No- 
rember  last,  and  for  the  first  time  communicated 
by  him  on  that  day  to  the  French  Consuls,  and 
were  not  these  Consuls  in  the  official  and  author- 
ized practice,  until  the  said  13th  of  Noverober^of 
faroishing  certificates  of  origin  to  American  ves- 
sels bound  to  neutral  ports,  or  to  ports  belonging 
to  the  allies  of  Fraooe?  and  might  not  some  of 
these  Consuls,  by  reason  of  their  distance  from 
the  place  of  residence  of  General  Turreau,  have 
lawfully  executed  and  delivered  such  certificates 
several  days  subsequent  to  that  time? 

The.se  facts  are  directly  established  by  the  let- 
ter of  General  Turreau  to  Mr.  Smith,  ol  the  12th 
of  November  last,  or  necessarily  inferred  from 
the  declarations  contained  in  that  letter;  and  I 
cannot  permit  myself  to  doubt  that  your  Excel- 
lency will  readily  repeat  them  in  a  form  that 
shall  claim  the  attention  of  the  Danish  Govern- 
ment, and  induce  it  to  correct  any  errors  which 
8Q  ignorance  or  misapprehension  of  them  may 
have  occasioned  in  its  proceedings  against  Ameri- 
can property. 

I  rely  with  the  more  confidence  on  the  frank- 
ness of  your  Excellency  in  according  the  request 
now  presented  to  you,  as  a  refusal  might  operate 
to  the  coofiscation  of  much  innocent  ])roperty, 
Slid,  at  the  same  time,  appear  to  falsify  the  law* 
fol  acts  of  the  Consuls  and  the  official  declara- 
tion of  the  Minister  of  France  in  the  United 
States. 

I  beg  leave  to  renew  to  your  Excellency  the 
assuraoces,  dbc.  J.  RUSSELL. 

His  Exc'y  the  Duke  or  Bassanc. 


4th  May,  I  communicated  this  erent  to  the  Amer- 
ican Charg6  d' Affaires  at  London,  in  hopes  that 
it  might  be  useful  there.  The  enclosed  iff  a  copy* 
of  the  note  wliich  I  addressed  to  him  on  the  oc- 
casion.   I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 
Hon.  Robert  Smith, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Copy  of  a  lettflr  from  Mr.  Bttwell  to  Mr.  Smith, 
Charge  d' Affaires,  4bo. 

Paris,  iHay  10,  1811. 

Sir:  I  hand  you  herewith  the  copy  of  a  letter* 
to  me  from  his  Excellency,  the  Duke  of  Bassano, 
dated  the  4th  inatant,  and  enclosing  a  list  of  the 
American  vessels  whose  cargoes  bav^  been  ad- 
mitted by  order  of  the  Emperor. 

As  this  list  contains  all  the  American  vessels, 
»cept  one  only,  whose  papers  were  mislaid, 
which  have  arrived  spontaneously  in  the  ports  of 
France  since  the  1st  of  November  last,  which 
liad  not  already  been  admitted,  the  measure 
adopted  by  this  Government  may,  perhaps,  be 
considered  to  be  of  a  general  character,  and  a 
coDseqaeDce  of  the  actual  relations  between  the 
two  countries,  growing  out  of  the  revocation  of 
tbe  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  so  far  as  they  vio-, 
lated  the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

John  S.  Smith,  Esq.,  Chargi^  fc. 


Mr.  Rassell  to  Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State. 

Paris,  May  27,  1811. 
Sir:  By  the  first  opportunity  which  presented 
ttself  after  the  admission  of  our  vessels  on  the 

•See  this  copy  in  the  enclosures  of  that  of  Mr.  Rus- 
«!!'•  letter  of  the  16th  July. 


Mr.  Rassell  to  the  Secretory  of  State. 

Paris,  June  9,  1811. 

Sia :  The  case  of  the  New  Orleans  Packet " 
having  apparently  excited  considerable  interest, 
it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  you  to  receive  a 
more  particular  account  of  it  than  I  have  hith- 
erto transmitted. 

This  vessel,  owned  by  Mr.  Alexander  Ruden,' 
of  New  York,  left  that  place  on  the  25ih  of  July, 
with  a  clearance  for  Lisbon,  but  actually  destined 
for  Gibraltar.  Her  cargo,  likewise  the  property 
of  Mr.  Ruden,  consisted  of  two  hundred  and 
seven  whole  tierces  and  thirty-one  half  tierces  of 
rice,  three  hundred  and  thirty  bags  of  Surinarp 
cocoa,  ten  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  six  tierces  of 
bams,  fifty  barrels  of  pork,  sixty  barrels  of  beef, 
two  huttored  barrels  of  flour,  thirty  tierces  oi 
beans,  and  sixty-four  firkins  of  butter.    On  her 

riassage  to  Gibraltar,  she  was  boarded  by  an  Eng- 
ish  frigate  and  an  English  schooner,  and,  after 
a  short  detention,  allowed  to  proceed.  On  arriv- 
ing at  Gibraltar  the  26ih  of  Auc^ust,  Mr.  Munro. 
the  supercargo,  proceeded  to  sell  the  cargo,  ana 
actually  disposecl  of  the  flour,  the  beans,  and  the 
butter;  when,  about  the  20th  of  September,  a 
packet  arrived  there  from  England,  bringing 
newspapers  containing  the  publication  of  the  let- 
ter from  the  Duke  otCadore  of  the  5th  of  Au- 
gust. On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  Mr. 
Munro  immediately  suspended  his  sales;  and, 
after  having  consulted  with  Mr.  Hackley,  the 
American  Consul  at  Cadiz,  he  determined  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  remainder  of  his  cargo  to  Bordeaux. 
He  remained,  however,  at  Gibraltar  until  the  22d 
of  October,  that  he  might  not  arrive  in  France 
before  the  first  of  November,  the  day  on  which 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  to  cease  to 
operate.  He  arrived  in  the  Garonne  on  14th  of 
November ;  but,  by  reason  of  his  quarantine,  did 
not  reach  Bordeaux  before  the  3d  of  December. 
On  the  5th  of  this  month  the  director  of  the  cus- 
toms there  seized  the  New  Orleans  Packet  and 
her  cargo,  under  the  Milan  decrees  of  the  23d 
November  and  17th  December,  1807,  expressly 
set  forth,  for  having  come  from  an  English  port, 
and  for  having  been  visited  by  an  English  vessel 
of  war.  These  facts  having  been  stated  tome 
by  Mr.  Munro,  or  by  Mr.  IVIeyer,  the  American 
Vice-Consul  at  Boraeaux,  and  the  principal  one, 
that  of  the  seizure  under  the  Milan  decrees,  being 
established  by  the  procea  verbal^  put  into  my 
hands  by  Mr.  Martin,  one  of  the  consignees  of 
the  cargo,  I  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty  not  to 
suffer  the  transaction  to  pass  unnoticed,  and 

•  Enclosed  in  Mr.  Smith's  letter  of  S3d  July,  1810. 
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thereby  permit  it  to  grow  iirto  a  violation  of  the 
enga^emeots  of  this  Government.  While  I  was 
considering  the  most  proper  mode  of  bringing 
the  conduct  of  the  custom-house  officer  at  the 
port  under  the  eyes  of  his  superiors,  I  learned  of 
the  arrival  of  the  Essex  at  L'Orient.  From  the 
time  at  which  this  frigate  was  reported  to  have 
left  the  United  States,  I  had  no  doubt  that  she 
had  brought  the  proclamation  of  the  President, 
announcing  the  revocation  of  the  very  decrees 
under  which  this  precipitate  seizure  had  been 
made.  I  could  but  think,  therefore,  that  it  was 
important  to  afford  to  this  Government  an  oppor- 
tunity of  disavowios  the  conduct  of  its  officer,  so 
incompatible  with  the  engagements  on  which,  the 
President  had,  in  all  probability,  reposed  with 
confidence,  in  season  to  show  that  this  confidence 
had  not  been  mistimed  or  misplaced.  To  have 
waited  for  the  receipt  of  the  proclamation,  in 
order  to  make  use  of  it  for  the  liberation  of  the 
New  Orleans  Packet,  appeared  to  me  a  prepos- 
terous and  unworthy  course  of  proceeding,  and 
to  be  nothing  better  than  absurdly  and  basely 
employing  the  declaration  of  the  President  that 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  hud  been  revoked 
as  the  means  of  obtaining  their  revocation.  I 
believed  it  became  me  to  take  higher  ground, 
and,  without  confining  myself  to  the  mode  best 
calculated  to  recover  the  property,  to  pursue  that 
which  the  dignity  of  the  American  Government 
required. 

A  crisis,  in  my  opinion,  presented  itself,  which 
was  to  decide  whether  the  French  edicts  were  re- 
tracted as  a  preliminary  to  the  execution  of  our 
law,  or  whether,  by  the  non-performance  of  one 
parly  and  the  prompt  performance  of  the  other, 
the  order  in  which  tnese  measures  ought  to  stand 
was  to  be  reversed,  and  the  American  Govern- 
msnt  shuffled  into  tne  lead  where  national  honor 
and  the  law  required  it  to  follow.  Uncertain 
what  would  be  the  conduct  of  this  Government, 
but  clear  what  it  ought  to  be,  I  thought  it  politic 
to  present  briefly  the  honest  construction  of  the 
terms  in  which  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  was 
communicated  on  the  5th  of  August,  that  the 
conditions  might  not  be  tortured  into  a  pretext 
for  continuing  them.  I  believed  this  to  be  the 
more  necessary,  as  no  occasion  had  hitherto  oc- 
curred for  ofiering  such  an  interpretation.  I  like- 
wise supposed  it  to  be  desirable  to  take  from  this 
Government,  by  a  concise  statement  of  facts,  the 
*  power  of  imputing  neglect  to  the  United  States, 
in  performing  the  act  required  of  them,  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  in  this  neglect  a  color  for 
again  executing  the  decrees.  These  were  my 
views  in  writing  promptly  and  frankly  on  the 
occasion. 

So  acceptable,  indeed,  did  I  suppose  it  would  be 
to  the  feelings  of  the  American  Government  to 
obtain  at  least  an  explanation  of  an  act  ostensibly 
proving  the.  continued  operation  of  the  decrees, 
previous  to  communicating  the  proclamation  of 
the  President  announcing  their  revocation,  that, 
although  I  received  this  proclamation  on  the  13th 
of  December,  I  deferred  the  communication  of  it 
to  the  Duke  of  Cadore  until  the  17th  of  that 


month ;  nor  should  I  then  have  communicated  it 
had  not  an  interview  with  him  on  the  15th  led  me 
to  believe  that  much  time  might  be  necessary  to 
procure  official  reports  from  the  custom-house 
relative  to  the  seizure  in  question,  and  that,  until 
these  reports  were  received,  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble formally  to  explain  or  correct  this  proceeding. 
When,  however,  I  declined,  uninstructed  as  I 
was,  incurring  the  responsibility  of  this  protract- 
ed delay,  and  decided  on  communicating  the 
proclamation  before  a  satisfactory  explanation 
was  received,  I  took  care  to  guard  against  any 
misconstruction,  by  explicitly  declaring  at  the 
outset  that  this  proclamation  *'  had  been  issued 
alone  on  the  ground  that  the  revocation  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  did  not  depend  on  aoy 
condition  previously  to  be  performed  by  the  Uni- 
ted States." 

The  custom-house  officers  at  Bordeaux  com- 
menced unlading  the  New  Orleans  Packet  on  the 
10th  of  December,  and  completed  this  work  on 
the  20lh  of  that  month,  as  appears  by  their  proce* 
foerhaux  of  those  dates.  That  of  the  20 ih  ex- 
pressly declares  that  the  confiscation  of  this  prop- 
erty was  to  be  pursued  before  the  Imperial  Coun- 
cil of  Prizes  at  Paris,  according  to  the  decrees  of 
the  23d  of  November,  and  the  17lh  of  December, 
1807,  or,  in  other  words,  the  decrees  of  Milan. 
The  decree  of  the  23d  of  March,  or  the  Ram- 
bouillet  decree,  is  also  mentioned;  but  as  I  wrote 
my  note  of  the  10th  of  December  with  a  view 
only  to  the  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  aa- 
nouncing  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees,  and  as  the  prods  verbal  of  the  5th  ap- 

f>ears  to  waive  the  application  of  the  Rambouil- 
et  decree,  as  unnecessary,  I  took  no  notice  of  it. 
On  Monday,  the  17th  of  December  my  remon- 
strance was  submitted  to  a  council  or  commerce, 
and  referred  byU  to  the  Director  Greneral  of  the 
Customs  for  his  report.  From  this  time  all  fur- 
ther proceedings  against  the  New  Orleans  Packet 
were  suspended.  The  papers  were  not  transmit- 
ted to  the  Council  of  Prizes,  nor  a  prosecution 
instituted  before  that  tribunal  for  the  confiscation 
of  the  property,,  as  was  confessedly  the  intention 
of  the  officers  concerned  in  the  seizure.  This 
prosecution  was  not  only  abilndoned,  bat  on  the 
9th  of  January  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  placed 
at  the  disposition  of  the  consignees,  on  giving 
bond  to  pay  the  estimated  amount,  should  it  de- 
finitively be  so  decided.  Nothing  is  now  wanted 
to  complete  the  liberation  of  the  New  Orleans 
Packet  and  her  cargo  but  the  cancelling  of  this 
bond. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  remonatrance  of 
the  lOth  of  December  arrested  the  proceeding 
complained  of  before  it  had  assumed  a  definite 
character,  or  unequivocally  become  a  breach  of 
faith,  and  not  only  rescued  the  property  from  the 
seizure  with  ^hich  it  had  been  visited,  but,  by 
procuring  its  admission,  placed  it  in  a  situaiioa 
more  favorable  than  that  of  manv  other  vessels 
and  cargoes  which  continued  to  be  holden  in  a 
kind  of  mortmain,  by  the  suspension  of  all  pro- 
ceedings with  regard  to  them.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  ic.  J.  RUSSELL. 
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P.  S.  Jul)r  5tii.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  an- 
oouuee  to  you,  that,  siiice  writing  the  above,  an 
order  has  been  given  to  cancel  the  bond,  and  a 
letter  just  received  from  the  commercial  agent  of 
the  United  States  at  Bordeaux  informs  me  that 
it  is  actually  cancelled. 


of  all  the  seamea  above-mentioned,  arho  are  cit* 
izens  of  the  United  States. 

I  pray  your  Excellency  to  accept,  &.c. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

His  Exc'y  the  Duke  op  Babsano. 


Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Paris,  July  14,  ISU. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herein, 
a  copy  of  my  note  of  the  8th  instant  to  the  Duke 
of  Bassano  claiming  the  release  of  twenty-three 
American  seamen,  stated  to  have  been  pressed 
into  the  French  service  at  Dantzic,  and  in  its 
Ticinity. 

Wbeo  I  called  on  the  Duke  on  the  9th  he  ac- 
knowledged the  receipt  of  this  note,  and  said  that 
be  should  immediately  write  to  the  Minbter  of 
Marine  on  the  subject.  In  the  conversation 
which  I  had  with  him  yesterday,  he  informed  me 
that  he  bad  performed  this  engagement,  and  that 
the  Minister  of  Marine  bad  replied  that  no  Amer- 
iciD citizens  had  been  pressed  by  his  orders;  that 
the  city  of  Dantzic  had  been  required  to  furnish 
a  certain  number  of  seamen,  and  was  alone  re- 
sponsible  for  the  manner  in  which  it  had  compli- 
ed with  this  requisition.  The  Duke  of  Bassano 
also  added  that  my  note  had  been  laid  before 
the  Emperor,  and  that  His  Majesty  had  ordered 
that,  on  the  arrival  of  the  seamen  from  Dantzic 
at  Antwerp,  where  they  were  expected  yesterday, 
all  that  were  American  citizens  should  be  dis* 
charged,  and  the  city  of  Dantzic  should  be  rcquir* 
ed  to  furnish  others  in' their  stead.  From  the 
solicitude  which  the  Duke  of  Bassano  evidently 
discovered  to  get  rid  of  the  imputation  of  having 
mssed  our  citizens,  I  doubt  not  everything  will 
he  done  in  thia  affair  to  remove  alt  cause  of  com- 
plaint.   I  am,  sir,  dbe. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

[Endosed  m  the  preoediog.] 

Mr.  KusmU  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano. 

Pabis, /u/y  8,  1811. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  information  by  a  let- 
ter from  P.  W.  Zutze,  Esquire,  who  holds  a  com- 
mission as  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Stet- 
^0,  that  OQ  the  17th  ultimo  twenty-three  Ameri- 
can seamen  passed  that  place,  under  escort  of  a 
French  guard,  to  be  put  on  board  the  ships  of 
^arat  Antwerp.  It  is  represented  to  me  that 
these  seamen  had  been  forciblv  pressed  at  Dantzic 
ipd  other  places  on  the  Baltic,  by  order  of  his 
Excellency  the  Minister  of  Marine.  In  confirm* 
atioQ  of  this  fact,  I  have  a  letter  from  Captain 
Charles  Payne,  of  the  American  ship  Atlantic, 
taken  into  Dantzic  by  a  French  cruiser,  stating 
that  twelve  of  his  men,  including  his  mate,  had 
heen  pressed  in  this  way  at  that  place.  These 
twelve  men  probably  constitute  a  part  of  the 
twenty-three  above-mentioned. 

It  is  my  duty  to  engage  your  Kzcelleney  to 
cause  an  inquiry  to  be  had  by  the  competent  au- 
thority into  these  facts,  and  to  procure  the  release 


Extract— Mr.  Hnssel  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 

United  States. 

Paris,  Jxdy  15,  1811. 

On  the  5th  of  that  month  (May)  I  received  a 
note  (No.  1)  from  the  Dukeol  Bassano,  dated  the 
4th,  containing  a  list  of  sixteen  American  ves- 
sels, whose  cargoes  had  been  admitted  by  order  of 
the  Emperor.  I  immediately  transmitted  to  you 
several  copies  of  this  communication,  and  I  save 
you,  on  the  8ib,  such  an  account  (No.  2)  of  the 
admitted  cases  as  might  aid  you  in  forming  a' 
correct  estimate  of  the  political  value  of  the  mea- 
sure adopted  in  their  favor. 

Although  I  was  fully  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  an  early  decision  in  favor  of  the  cap- 
tured vessels,  none  of  which  had  been  included 
in  the  list  above-mentioned,  yet  I  deemed  it  proper 
to  wait  a  few  days  before  I  made  an  application 
upon  the  subject.  By  this  delay  I  gave  the  Gov- 
ernment here  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  the 
necessary  information  concerning  these  cases, ' 
and  of  pursuing  spontaneously  the  course  which 
the  relations  between  the  two  countries  appeared 
to  require.  On  the  llth,  however,  having  learned 
at  the  Council  of  Prizes  that  no  new  order  had 
been  received  there,  I  judged  it  my  duty  no  longer 
to  remain  silent,  lest  this  Government  should  er- 
roneously suppose  that,  what  had  been  done  was 
completely  satisfactory  to  the  United  States,  and 
construing  my  silence  into  an  acquiescence  ia 
this  opinion,  neglect  to  do  more.  1,  therefore,  on 
that  day,  addressed  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano  my 
note,  (No.  3,^  with  a  list  uf  American  vessels  cap- 
tured since  the  1st  of  November.  On  the  16th,  I 
learned  that  he  had  laid  this  note,  with  a  general 
report  on  it,  before  the  Emperor ;  but  that  His 
Majesty  declined  taking  any  decision  with  regard 
to  it  before  it  had  been  submitted  to  a  council  of 
commerce.  Unfortunately  this  council  did  not 
meet  before  the  departure  of  the  Emperor  for 
Cherbourg;  and  during  his  absence,  and  the  fes- 
tivals which  succeeded  it,  there  was  no  assem- 
I  blage  of  this  body.  Immediately  on  receiving 
the  communication  of  the  Duke  of  Bassano  of 
the  4th  of  May,  I  addressed  him  a  note  (No.  4) 
concerning  the  brie  Good  Intent,  detained  at  St. 
Andero.  Althougn  this  vessel  nad  been  in  fact 
captured,  yet,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  case,  I  hoped  that  she  would  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  those  which  had  been  admitted. 
The  answer  (No.  5)  which  was  returned  by  the 
Duke  of  Ba&sano,  dated  the  25th,  I  received  the 
28th,  announced  to  me,  however,  that  this  affair 
must  be  carried  before  the  Council  of  Prizes. 
Wishing  to  rescue  this  case  from  this  inauspicious 
mode  of  proceeding,  I  again  addressed  him  in 
relation  to  it  in  a  note,  (No.  6.)  on  the  2d  of  June. 
If  I  could  not  obtain  at  once  the  restoration  of 
this  vessel,  it  was  desirable,  at  least,  that  she 
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should  b€  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the  general 
measure,  which  I  insinuated  might  be  taken  in 
favor  of  the  captured  class  mentioned  in  my  note 
of  the  1 1  th  of  May. 

As  in  this  note  I  hare  stated  the  ease  of  the 
Qood  Intent  to  be  analogous  to  those  of  the  Hare 
and"  the  John,  it  may  be  proper  to  explain  to  you 
both  the  points  of  resemolance  and  diversity,  in 
order  to  reconcile  this  note  with  my  declaration, 
that  no  captured  vessel  wa^  on  the  list  of  the  4th 
of  May.  The  cases  agree  in  the  destination  to 
places  under  the  authority  of  France,  and  in  the 
arrestaiion  by  launches  in  the  service  of  the 
French  Government  they  differ  in  the  Hare  and 
John  ;  having  already,  before  they  were  taken, 
arrived  at  the  port  and  within  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  the  country  to  which  they  were  bound ; 
and  the  Good  Intent  having  been  taken  without 
such  jarisdiction,  and  conducted  to  a  port  to 
which  she  was  not  destined.  The  taking  possess 
sion  of  the  Hare  and  the  John  may  be  considered, 
then,  as  a  seizure  in  port,  and  that  of  the  Good 
intent  as  a  capture  on  the  high  seas. 

On  perceiving  that  the  schooner  Friendship 
was  not  mentioned  in  the  list  of  admitted  vessels, 
I  caused  inquiry  to  be  made  at  the  custom-house 
concerning  the  cause  of  this  omission.  It  was 
stated  that  her  papers  had  been  mislaid,  but  that 
search  was  malting  for  them,  and  that  when 
found  a  report  would  immediately  be  made.  I 
waited  for  this  report  until  the  18th  of  Mayj  but, 
finding  it  had  not  been  made,  I  conceived  it  might 
be  useful,  in  order  to  accelerate  it.  and  to  render 
coinplete  the  admission  of  the  entire  class  to 
which  this  case  belonged,  to  attract  towards  the 
Friendship  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  For- 
eign Relations.  With  this  view  I  presented  to 
him  my  note  (No.  7)  of  that  date.  Having  re- 
flected much  on  the  condition  attached  to  the  ad- 
mission of  the  American  cargoes,  to  export  two 
thirds  of  the  proceeds  in  silks,  and  being  persua- 
ded that  the  tendency  of  this  restriction,  added  to 
the  dangers  of  a  vigilant  blockade,  and  to  the  ex- 
actions of  an  excessive  tariff,  was  to  annihilate  all 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, I  believed  it  would  not  be  improper  for  me 
to  offer  to  this  Government  a  few  remarks  on  the 
subject.  This  I  was  the  more  inclined  to  do,  as 
it  was  to  be  apprehended  that  this  condition  was 
not  imposed  as  an  expedient  for  temporary  pur- 
poses only,  but  that  it  was  intended  to  be  contin- 
ued as  the  osential  part  of  a  permanent  system. 
In  a  note,  therefore,  of  the  10th  of  June,  (No.  8,) 
I  suggested  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano  the  evils 
which  might  be  expected  naturally  to  result  from 
the  operation  of  this  restriction  on  exports.  It  is 
indeed  apparent,  that  a  trade  that  has  to  run  the 
gauntlet  of  a  British  blockade,  and  is  crushed 
with  extravagant  duties  inwards,  and  shackled 
with  this  singular  restriction  outwards,  cannot 
continue. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  the  John 
Adams,  reached  Paris,  and  informed  me  that  his 
vessel  had  arrived  at  Cherbourg.  Unwilling  to 
close  my  despatches  by  her,  without  being  able  to 
communicate  something  of  a  more  definite  and  I 


satisfactory  character  than  anything  which  bad 
hitherto  transpired,  t  immediately  called  at  the 
office  of  Foreign  Relations ;  but  the  Minister  be- 
ing at  St.  Cloud,  I  was  obliged  to  postpone  the 
interview  which  I  soo^t  until  the  Tuesday  fol- 
lowing. At  this  interview,  I  stated  to  him  the  ar- 
rival cf  the  frigate,  and  my  solicitude  to  transmit 
by  her  to  the  United  States  some  act  of  this  Gov* 
ernment,  justifying  the  expectation  with  which 
the  important  law  which  she  had  brought  hither 
had  undoubtedly  been  passed.  I  orge^  particalarly 
a  reply  to  my  note  of  the  11th  of  May,  relative  to 
the  captured  vessels  j  and  observed  that,«lthottgh 
the  mere  pecuniary  value  of  this  property  might 
not  be  great,  vet,  in  a  political  point  of  Tiew,  its 
immediate  liberation  was  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence. I  intimated  to  him,  at  the  same  time, 
that  my  anxiety  was  such  to  communicate  by  the 
John  Adams  a  decision  on  these  captures  to  the 
American  Government,  that  I  should  detain  this 
vessel  until  1  had  received  it.  He  replied  that  his 
sentiments  accorded  perfectly  with  mine  in  this 
matter,  and  ascribed  the  delay  which  had  taken 
place  to  the  same  causes  as  1  have  assi^ed.  He 
assured  me,  however,  that  he  woald  immediately 
occupy  himself  again  with  this  business;  and, 
unless  a  council  of  commerce  should  be  holden 
within  a  few  days,  he  would  make  a  special  re- 

Sort  to  the  Bmperor,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  a 
ecision  from  him  in  person.  He  approved  my 
intention  of  detaining  the  frigate,  and  engaged 
to  do  whatever  might  depend  on  him,  to  enable 
me  to  despatch  her  with  satisfaction. .  He  added 
that  he  had  already  made  inquiries  of  the  com- 
petent authorities  concerning  the  Good  Intent 
and  the  Friendship,  and  that  when  their  reports 
should  be  received  ne  would  do  whaterer  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  cases  might  warrant. 

I  now  suggested  to  him  the  evils  which  resulted 
to  our  commercial  intercourse  with  France,  from 
the  great  uncertainty  which  attended  it,  owing  to 
the  total  want  on  their  part  of  clear  and  general 
regulations.  After  makmz  a  few  ohservacioas  in 
explanation  of  this  remarl,  I  requested  to  know 
if  be  would  have  any  communication  to  make  to 
me  on  the  subject  previous  tu  the  sailing  of  the 
John  Adams.  I  was  led  to  liiake  this  inquiry 
from  information  which  I  had  indirectly  obtained, 
that  several  resolutions  for  the  regulation  of  our 
trade  had  been  definitively  decreed.  He  replied 
that  no  such  communication  would  be  made  here, 
but  that  M.  Serrurier  would  be  fully  iostrncted 
on  this  head.  The  resolutions  just  mentioned,  as 
far  as  I  have  learned,  are,  to  admit  the  produce 
of  the  United  States  (excepting  sugar)  without 
special  permits  or  licenses ;  to  admit  coffee,  sugar, 
and  other  colonial  produce  with  such  permits  or 
licenses,  and  to  prohibit  everything  arriving  from 
Great  Britain  or  places  under  her  control.  He 
a^ain  mentioned  the  discovery  of  the  regulation 
of  the  year  12,  authorizing  the  certificates  of  ori- 
gin for  French  ports  only,  or  for  ports  in  posses- 
sion of  (he  French  armies;  but  declared  that,  af- 
ter the  most  thorough  examination  of  the  archives 
of  his  Department,  no  document  or  record  had 
been  found  permitting  these  certificates  to  be 
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S voted  for  the  porta  of  neutral  or  allied  Powers. 
e  again,  ho^rever,  professed  a  favorable  dispo- 
sitioQ  towards  our  nc^tiations  in  Denmark,  and 
said  ''le  succ^s  de  la  mission  de  Moos,  firving 
s'accorderait  parfaitemeat  avec  nos  sentimeos,  et 
Be  coDtrarierait  nullement  notre  politique."  The 
soccess  of  the  mission  of  Mr.  Erving  accords 
perfect!  f  with  our  sentiments,  and  is  not  contrary 
to  our  policf . 

With  the  riew  above  stated,  I  detained  the 
John  Adams  until  Ihe  9th  instant.  I  had,  from 
time  to  time,  in  the  meanwhile,  informed  myself 
of  the  proceedings  with  regard  to  the  captured 
vesseia,  and  ascertained  that  in  fact  the  Duke 
of  Bassano  had  made  a  report  in  relation  to  them* 
The  Emperor,  it  appears,  however,  still  wished 
for  the  decision  of  his  council  of  commerce;  and 
the  report  was  laid  before  them  on  the  1st  of  this 
moDth,  being  the  first  time  they  had  assembled 
since  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  11th  of  Mav. 
I  waited  in  daily  expectation  of  hearing  the  result 
of  their  deliberations  until  the  9th  instant,  when, 
coDceivio^  sufficient  time  had  been  allowed  for 
Keeiriog  it,  and  not  feeling  perfectly  at  my  ease 
under  the  responsibility  I  was  incurring  for  the 
QoauUiorized  detention  of  the  John  Adams,  I  de- 
iermioed  to  learn  from  the  Duke  of  Bassano  in 
person  what  I  might  reasonably  expect  in  tbe 
matter.  I  accordingly  procured  an  interview 
with  him  on  the  day  last  mentioned.  I  reminded 
him  of  what  had  passed  at  our  conference  on  the 
18th  ultimo,  and  told  him  that,  in  consequence 
thereof,  I  bad  kept  the  ship,  but  that  I  could  not 
with  propriety  detain  her  longer,  without  the 
erident  prospect  of  obtaining  trom  the  French 
Government  tbe  release  of  the  captured  vessels. 

He  expressed  a  conviction  of  the  justice  of  my 
ohsenrstions,  and  assured  me  that  he  was  in  hourly 
expectation  of  rcoei vine  a  decision  on  the  captured 
ca«s,  and  hoped  that  tne  John  Adams  might  not 
be  permitted  to  return  without  it.  I  thereupon 
consented  to  keep  my  despatehes  open  until  the 
13ih,  assuring  him  that  I  could  not  take  upon  my* 
self  to  protract  the  detention  of  the  John  Adams 
bejroDd  that  period. 

00  the  13tn,  about  10  o'clock,  I  received  a  note 
from  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  of  which  the  enclosed 
(No.  9)  is  a  copy.  1  waited  upon  him  immedi- 
itelf,  and  waa  informed  that  tne  Two  Brothers, 
tbe  Qood  Intent,  and  4he  Star^  three  of  the  cap* 
tored  vessels,  had  been  liberated.  He  added,  that 
no  uonecessary  delay  would  be  allowed  in  oecid* 
in£  upon  the  whole. 

1  shall  despatch  Mr,  Hamilton  this  day,  and  I 
^all  tend  with  him  a  messenger,  to  be  landed  on 
the  other  side,  who  will  carry  to  Mr.  Smith  an 
iecoant  f  No.  10)  of  what  has  been  done  here, 
to  be  osed  by  him  as  he  shall  judge  proper. 

No.  1. 

[Referred  to  m  Mr.  Russell's  despatch  of  Jaly  16.] 

The  Duke  of  BaiMiio  to  Mr.  RasaeU. 

Pabis,  May  4, 1811. 
Sir:  I  hasten  to  announce  to  yon  that  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  has  ordered  his  Minister  of 
Fioance  to  authorize  the  admission  of  the  Amer^ 


ican  carf;oes,  which  had  been  provisionally  placed 
in  deposite  on  their  arrival  in  France. 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  you  a  list  of  the 
vessels  to  which  these  cargoes  belong ;  they  will 
have  to  export  the  amount  of  them  in  national 
merchandise,  of  which  two-thirds  will  be  in  silks. 

I  have  not  lost  a  moment  in  communicating  to 
you  a  measure  perfectly  in  accord  with  the  sen- 
timents of  union  and  of  friendship  which  exist 
between  the  two  Powers. 

Accept,  sir,  tbe  assurance  of  my  high  consid- 
eration. DUG  DE  BASSANO. 

No.  2. 

[Reihrred  to  in  Mr.  RasseU's  despatch  of  July  16.] 

Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Paris,  May  8, 1811. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the 
6th  instant,  by  variousports,  several  copies  of  the 
note  of  the  Duke  of  Bassano  to  me  on  the  4tb, 
containing  a  list  of  the  vessels,  the  admission  of 
whose  cargoes  had  been  authorized  by  the  Em- 
peror. 

This  list  comprises  all  tbe  American  vessels 
which  had  arrived  without  capture  in  the  ports 
of  France  or  the  kinffdom  of  Italy,  since  the  Ist 
of  November,  and  wnich  had  not  already  been 
admitted,  excepting  tb*e  schooner  Friendship. 

The  papers  of  the  Friendship  had  been  mislaid 
at  the  custom-house,  and  no  report  of  her  case 
made  to  the  Emperor. 

As  the  New  Orleans  packet  and  her  cargo  had 
been  given  up,  on  bond,  in  January  last,  there  can 
be  no  longer  any  question  with  re^rd  to  their 
admission  but  to  make  their  liberation  complete 
the  bond  should  be  cancelled. 

All  the  vessels  mentioned  in  the  list,  excepting 
the  Grace  Ann  Gkeene,  had  come  direct  from  the 
United  States,  without  having  done  or  submitted 
to  any  known  act  which  could  have  subjected 
them  to  the  operation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees,  had  these  decrees  continued  in  force. 

The  Grace  Ann  Greene  stopped  at  Gibraltar, 
remained  many  days  there,  and,  in  proceeding 
thence  to  Marseilles,  was  captured  by  an  English 
vessel  of  war.  The  captain  of  the  Grace  Ann 
Greene,  with  a  few  of  his  people,  rose  upon  the 
British  prize  crew,  retook  his  vessel  from  them, 
and  carried  her  and  them  into  the  port  to  which 
he  was  bound. 

The  captain  considered  this  recapture  of  his 
vessel  as  an  act  of  resistance  to  tbe  British  Or- 
ders in  Council,  and  as  exempting  his  property 
from  the  operation  of  the  French  decrees,  pro« 
fessedly  issued  in  retaliation  of  those  orders.  He 
likewise  made  a  merit  of  delivering  to  this  Gov- 
ernment nine  of  its  enemies,  to  be  treated  as  pris- 
oners of  war. 

His  vessel  was  liberated  in  December,  and  his 
cargo  the  beginning  of  April  last,  and  there  is 
some  difficulty  in  precisely  ascertaining  whether 
the  liberation  was  predicated  on  the  general  rev- 
ocation of  the  Berfia  and  Milan  decrees,  or  on  a 
special  exemption  from  them,  owing  to  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  of  the  case. 

It  is  somewhat  singular  that  this  vessel  was 
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plaiied  on  the  list  of  the  4th  instant,  when  she 
nad  been  liberated  and  her  cargo  admitted  so  long 
before. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  no 
American  vessel  captured  since  the  1st  of  No- 
vember has  yet  been  released  or  had  a  trial. 

These  are  the  explanations  which  belong  to  the 
measure  I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you 
on  the  6ih  instant,  and  may  afford  some  assistance 
in  forming  a  just  appreciation  of  its  extent  and 
character.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

JONATHAN  RUSSBLL. 

No.  3. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Russell's  despatch  of  15th  July*] 

Mr.  Russell  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano. 

Paris,  May  11, 1811. 
I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  your  Excellency 
a  list  of  the  American  vessels  which,  according 
to  the  information  I  have  obtained,  have  been 
captured  by  French  privateers  since  the  1st  of 
November  last,  and  brought  into  the  ports  of 
France.  All  proceedings  in  relation  to  these  ves- 
sels have  been  suspended  in  the  Council  of  Prizes, 
with  the  same  view,  no  daubt,  as  the  proceedings 
in  the  custom-house  had  been  deferred  with  re- 

?^ard  to  those  which  had  arrived  voluntarily.  The 
riendly  admission  of  the  latter  encourages  me  to 
hope  that  such  of  the  former  at  least  as  were 
bound  to  French  ports,  or  to  the  ports  of  the  allies 
of  France,  or  to  the  United  States,  e pec ially  those 
in  ballast,  will  be  immediately  released  ;  and  that 
orders  will  be  given  to  bring  on  the  trials  of  the 
remainder,  should  such  a  course  be  judged  indis- 
pensable, without  any  unnecessary  delay. 

The  measure  for  which  I  now  ask,  being  in 
perfect  accord  with  the  friendly  sentiments  which 
prevail  between  the  two  countries,  I  persuade  my- 
self will  obtain  the  early  assent  of  His  Majesty. 

I  pray  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assurance 
of  my  highest  consideration. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

His  Exc'y  the  Dt^xE  of  Bassano,  dtc. 

Lift  of  American  vessels  take^  by  Frendi  privateers 
since  the  Ist  of  November,  1810,  and  carried  into 
the  ports  of  France;  vi^ : 

The  Robinson  Ova,  from  Norfolk,  bound  to 
London ;  cargo,  tobacco, cotton,  and  staves;  taken 
December  21, 1810;  brought  into  Dunkirk. 

The  Mary  Ann,  from  Charleston,  bound  to 
London  ;  cargo^  cotton  and  rice,  taken  March  3, 
1811 ;  brought  into  Dunkirk. 

The  General  Eaton,  from  London,  bound  to 
Charleston ;  cargo,  in  ballast ;  taken  December  6, 
1811 ;  brought  into  Calais. 

The  Neptune,  from  London,  bound  to  Charles- 
ton; car^o,  in  ballast;  taken  December  7, 1811; 
brought  into  Dieppe. 

The  Clio,  from  London, bound  to  Philadelphia; 
cargo,  English  manufactures ;  taken  Decemoer  7, 
1811 ;  vessel  lost  off  Trequier,  part  of  the  cargo 
saved. 

The  Two  Brothers^  from  Boston,  bound  to  St. 
Malo ;  cargo,  cotton,  indigo,  potashes,  codfish,  oil, 
and  dye-wood ;  taken  December  20, 1811 ;  brought 


into  St.  Malo.  N.  B.  This  vessel  was  taken  with- 
in the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  France. 

The  Star,  from  Salem,  bound  to  Naples ;  cargo, 
coffee,  indigo,  fish,  dye-wood,  dbc.;  taken  February 
2,  1811;  brought  into  Marseilles. 

The  Zebra,  from  Boston,  bound  to  Tarragona ; 
cargo,  forty  thousand  staves;  taken  Jaoaary  27. 
1811;  brooght  into  Marseilles. 

No.  4. 

[Refened  to  in  Mr.  Roasell's  dei^alch  of  16di  Jnlv.] 

Mr.  Russell  to  the  Doke  of  Banano. 

Pabis,  Afay6,  1811. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  represent  to  your  Eizcellea- 
cy  tliat  the  American  brig  €k>od  Intent,  from  Mar- 
blehead,  with  a  cargo  of  oil,  fish,  cocoa, and  suves, 
bound  to  Bilboa,  was  captured  in  December  last 
by  an  armed  launch  in  the  service  of  the  French 
Government,  and  carried  into  Santander.  Mr.  J. 
P.  Rattier,  theConsulof  His  Majesty  the  Bmperar 
at  that  place,  has  taken  possession  of  the  cargo, 
and  sold  that  part  which  was  perishable,  retaining 
in  his  hands  the  proceeds,  and  placing  in  depot 
the  articles  unsold,  until  he  shall  receive  the  su- 
perior orders  of  his^  Gkivemment. 

The  present  flattering  appearance  that  the  re- 
lations between  France  and  the  United  States 
will  be  preserved  on  the  most  amicable  footing, 
encouraged  me  to  hope  that  the  case  of  the  Grood 
Intent,  after  the  long  detention  that  has  occurred, 
will  attract  the  early  attention  of  the  Frencii 
Government,  and  that  the  property  will  be  re- 
stored to  the  American  owner. 

I  pray  your  Excellency  to  accept^  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

His  Ezc'y  the  Duke  of  Bassano. 

No.  5. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Russell's  letter  of  July  15th.J| 

Pasib,  May  25, 1811. 

Sir  :  The  object  of  the  letter  you  have  done 
me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  the  7th  of  this 
month  was  to  remonstrate  against  the  sequestra- 
tion of  the  American  ship  the  "  CkH>d  fntent,'- 
which  had  been  carried  into  St.  Andero,  by  a 
French  vessel. 

The  Minister  of  Marine,  to  whom  I  hasten  to 
write  on  this  subject,  has  jnst  answered  me,  that 
the  ease  is  carried  before  the  Council  of  Prizes, 
which  is  alone  competent  to  decide  on  the  valid- 
ity of  the  capture.  He  adds  that  it  is  before  that 
tribunal  that  the  owners  of  the  Gh)od  Intent  ought 
to  be  prepared  to  establish  their  rights,  and  that 
he  will  have  no  other  agency  in  this  affair  than  to 
cause  to  be  eieented  the  decision  which  shall  be 
made. 

Accept,  air,  the  assurance  of  my  high  considera- 
tion. LE  DUG  DE  BASSANO. 

Mr.  Rdssell,  Chargi  des  Affairs^  fc. 

No.  6. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Russell's  letter  of  Jul  j  I5tk.] 

Mr.  Russell  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano. 

Paris,  June  2,  ISll. 
By  the  letter  which  your  Excellency  did  me 
the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  25th  ultimo.  I 
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perceive  that  the  Minister  of  Marine  declines  in- 
terfering in  the  case  of  the  American  brig  the 
Good  Intent,  except  to  enforce  the  decision  which 
the  Council  of  Prizes  may  render. 

As  the  Good  Intent  w^  captored,  bound  to  a 
port  in  the  possession  of  the  French  armies,  by  a 
laanch  in  the  service  of  the  French  Government, 
I  had  persuaded  myself  that  she  would  not  be 
treated  as  a  prize,  but  that  she  would  be  restored 
like  the  John  and  the  Hare,  at  Civita  Veechia, 
without  the  delay  of  a  formal  trial.  It  was  in  this 
expectation,  that  I  omitted  to  place  her  on  the  list 
of  American  vessels  captured  since  the  1st  of  No* 
vember  last,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
your  Excellency  in  my  note  of  the  11th  ultimo. 
If  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  should  find  it  impro- 
per, upon  being  made  acquainted  wHh  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case,  to  distinguish  it  from  cases  of 
ordinary  capture,  I  presume  there  will  be  no  ob- 
jection to  extending  to  it  the  benefit  of  any  gene- 
ral decision  which  may  be  taken  in  regard  to  those 
mentioned  in  the  list  aforesaid. 

I  pray  your  Excellency  to  accept,  dbe. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

His  Exc'y  the  Dukb  of  Bassano. 

No.  7. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Russell's  despatch  of  July  15th.] 

Mr.  Russell  to  the  Dnke  of  Bassano. 

Paris,  May  18, 1611. 

On  examining  the  list  of  vessels  whose  cargoes 
have  been  admitted,  and  which  yooz  Excelleocy 
did  me  the  honor  to  enclose  to  me  in  a  note  dated 
the  4th  of  this  month.  I  have  discovered  that  the 
ichooner  Friendship  nas  been  omitted. 

This  vessel,  as  I  am  informed,  arrived  at  Bor- 
deaux on  the  6ch  of  December  last  with  a  cargo 
of  cofi*ee,  which,  from  long  detention,  has  suffered 
considerable  damage.  As  there  is  no  circum- 
stance, within  my  knowledge,  to  distinguish  the 
cargo  of  this  vessel  from  those  which  have  been 
admitted,  I  doubt  not  that  her  case  will  be  inquir- 
ed after,  and  that  she  will  be  placed  upon  the 
same  footing  as  the  others. 

I  pray  yoor  Excellency  to  accept,  dbe. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

Hia  Exe'y  the  Ddke  op  Bassano. 

No.  8. 

[Reierred  to  in  Mr.  Russell's  despatch  of  July  15th.] 

Mr.  Russell  to  the  Duke  de  Bassano. 

PariIb,  June  10, 181 L 
SiK :  I  conceive  it  to  ^e  my  duty*  to  represent 
to  your  Excellency  that  the  condition  attached 
to  the  admission  ot  American  property  in  France^ 
to  export  two-thirds  the  amount  in  silks,  is  attend- 
ed with  great  inconvenience  and  loss  to  the  Amer- 
ican merchant. 

A  general  requisition  to  export  the  net  proceeds 
of  imported  cargoes  in  the  produce  and  manufac- 
tures of  the  French  Empire,  would  have  been  so 
obviously  intended  to  favor  its  industry,  and  to 
prevent  any  indirect  advantage  resulting  to  its 
enemy,  by  the  remittance  of  exchange,  that  the 
right  and  the  policy  of  the  measure  would  have 
been  ttniversally  acknowledged.    The  American 


merchant,  in  this  case,  permitted  to  select  from 
the  various  and  abundant  productions  of  the  arts 
and  agriculture  of  France,  those  articles  which 
the  habits  and  tastes  of  the  American  people  de- 
manded, might  freely  and  advantageously  have 
exercised  his  commercial  skill  for  the  adrance- 
tnent  of  his  interests,  and  hoped,  from  the  profit 
on  his  investments  here,  to  obtain  an  indemnity 
for  the  losses  on  his  outward  voyaffe. 

The  condition,  however,  imposed  on  him  to  re- 
ceive two-thirds  of  these  investments  in  a  parti- 
cular article  takes  from  him  the  faculty  of  profit- 
ing of  his  experience  and  information,  either  in 
bargaining  for  his  purchases,  or  in  adapting  them 
to  the  wants  of  the  market  for  which  they  are  in** 
tended.  The  bolder  of  this  article  becomes,  by 
this  requisition,  the  master,  not  only  of  the  price, 
but  of  the  kind  and  quality  of  his  merchandise ; 
and  his  interest  will  strongly  incite  him  to  abuse 
the  power  which  he  feels.  He  knows  full  well 
that  the  purchaser  cannot  dispense  with  this  mer- 
chandise, and  that  sooner  or  later,  he  must  accede 
to  the  terms  on  which  it  is  offered.  Should,  in- 
deed, the  American  merchant,  from  his  repug- 
nance to  invest  his  funds  in  an  article  forced  upon 
him,  loaded  with  the  arbitrary  exactions  of  the 
seller,  refbse  for  a  while  to  receive  it,  yet,  behold- 
ing these  funds  inactive  and  wasting  on  his  hands, 
and  his  vessel  perishing  in  a  foreign  port,  he  must 
eventually  yield  to  the  duress  which  he  suffers. 

Such  are  some  of  the  evils  to  which  the  condi- 
tion in  question  will  expose  the  American  mer- 
chant in  this  country.  In  the  United  States  it 
will  be  by  him  still  more  severely  felt. 

The  overstock  of  the  article  forced  by  this  con- 
dition on  the  market  there  exceeding  the  con- 
sumption, must  necessarily  become  a  drug ;  and 
the  American  merchant,  after  having  taken  it 
here  against  his  will,  and  paid  for  it  more  than  its 
ordinary  value^  will  be  compelled  in  the  United 
States  to  keep  it  on  hand,  or  to  sacrifice  it  for  the 
most  it  wilt  bring.  Thus  alternately  obliged 
to  purchase  and  to  sell  under  unfavorable  circum- 
stances, he  will  have  to  add  to  the  losses  of  the 
outward -voyage  the  losses  on  the  returns,  and  the 
sum  of  them  both  may  amount  to  his  ruin. 

These  disasters  of  the  merchant  must  inevita- 
bly impair,  if  not  extinguish,  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  two  countries.  This  inter- 
course, exposed  to  unusnal  perils,  and  oppressed 
with  unprecedented  burdens^  has  already  nothing 
in  the  voyage  hither  to  tempt  the  enterprise  of 
mercantile  men;  and  should  it  be  embarrassed 
with  the  restrictions  of  this  condition,  rendering 
the  homeward  voyage  also  unprofitable,  it  must 
undoubtedly  cease.  It  is  in  vain  to  expect  the 
continuance  of  any  branch  of  trade  which,  in  all 
its  relations,  is  attended  with  loss  to  those  who 
are  engaged  in  it. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  respectfully  to  submit 
these  observations  to  your  Excellency;  not  with- 
out a  hope  that  a  consideration  of  them  may  lead 
to  a  remedy  of  the  evils  which  they  suggest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 
Chargd  cP Affaires  U.  S. 
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No.  9. 
[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Roseeire  detpatch  of  July  15th.} 

Paris,  July  13,  1811. 
The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  has  the  hon* 
or  to  inform  Mr.  Russell,  Charge  des  Affaires  of 
the  United  States,  that  he  will  be  happy  to  re- 
ceive him  at  any  time  to-day,  before  two  o'clock, 
if  it  should  be  convenient  to  him.  He  begs  him 
to  accept  the  assurance  of  his  perfect  consideration. 


Mr.  Semirier  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Washington,  July  23, 1811. 

Sir:  The  new  dispositions  of  your  Govern- 
ment,  expressed  in  the  supplementary  act  of  the 
2d  of  March  last,  having  oeen  officially  commun- 
icated to  my  Court  by  the  Chared  d'Afifaires  of  the 
United  States,  His  Imperial  Majesty,  as  soon  as 
he  was  made  acquainted  with  them^  directed  that 
the  American  vessels,  sequestered  in  the  ports  of 
France  since  the  2d  of  November,  should  be  re- 
leased. Their  cargoes  have  been  admitted,  and 
some  of  them  have  departed,  upon  conforming 
with  the  municipal  laws  of  the  country  ;  that  is 
to  say,  by  exporting  wines,  silks,  and  the  products 
of  French  maoufactures.  Orders  were  to  be  given, 
at  the  same  time,  that  all  American  vessel  coming 
from  the  United  States,  and  loaded  with  merchan- 
dise the  growth  of  the  country,  should  be  admit- 
ted and  received  in  all  the  ports  of  France. 

I  hasten,  sir,  according  to  the  orders  I  have  re- 
ceived, to  make  these  dispositions  known  to  your 
Government. 

In  order  to  prevent  all  difficulty  in  relation  to 
the  cargoes  Qf  vessels,  the  table  indicating  the 
merchandise  of  the  growth  of  the  United  States 
has  been  prepared  ;  and  it  has  been  thought  that 
a  rule  could  not  be  adopted  more  favorable  and 
more  sure,  than  the  statement  itself  of  the  export- 
ations  made  by  the  Americans  during  the  year 
which  preceded  the  embargo,  viz :  from  the  1st  of 
October,  1806.  to  30th  of  September,  1807,  a  pe- 
riod durins  wnich  your  commerce  of  exportation 
was  in  full  activity.  I  annex  this  table  to  my  let-^ 
ter ;  coffee,  sugar,  and  cocoa,  are  not  included  in 
this  statement.  These  articles  of  merchandise 
have  always  been  ranged  in  the  class  of  colonial 

Sroducts  \  and  whatever  may  be  their  origin^  His 
lajesty,  while  favoring  in  hisStates  many  branch- 
es of  culture,  and  many  new  establishments,  with 
a  view  of  supplying  their  place  by  indigenous 
productions,  could  not  encourage  indefinitely  their 
exportation.  Vessels  arriving  with  permits,  by 
means  of  which  the  importation  ot  merchan- 
dise of  this  sort  is  authorized,  will  be  admitted. 

The  introduction  of  tobacco  is  not  prohibited. 
It  forms  the  first  object  of  culture  of  some  of  the 
States  of  the  Union  \  and  His  Majesty,  having 
an  equal  interest  In  the  prosperity  of  all,  desires 
that  the  relations  of  commerce  should  be  com- 
mon to  all  parts  of  the  Federal  territory;. but 
tobacco  is  under  an  administration  {en  regie)  in 
France;  the  administration  is  the  only  consu- 
mer, and  can  purchase  only  the  quantity  ne- 
cessary for  its  consumption.  It  became  neces- 
sary that  measures  should  be  taken  upon  this 


subject,  and  they  have  been  conformable  to  tbe 
common  interest  Tobacco  will  be  received  io 
the  ports  of  France,  and  placed  in  actual  de- 
posite  (en  entr^fot  reel;)  and  if  more  arrives 
than  the  administration  can  purchase,  the  traos- 
mit  of  the  surplus  will  be  permitted  across  France 
for  Grermany,  and  other  States  of  Europe,  in 
which  the  American  merchants  may  find  a  sale 
for  it. 

All  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  which  miy 
arrive  in  France  will  have  to  discharge  the  cos- 
tom-house  duties  to  which  the  merchandise  they 
may  bring  is  subject ;  and  their  return  must  be 
effected  by  exporting  an  equal  value  in  French 
wines,  silks,  and  other  articles  of  French  mana- 
facture,  in  the  proportions  determined  by  the  reg- 
ulations. 

Merchandise  of  the  growth  of  the  United 
States,  composing  the  cargoes  of  Americao  res- 
sels,  must  be  accompanied  with  a  certificate  of 
origin,  delivered  by  the  Frencb  Consuls  of  \k 
port  from  whence  the  ve;isels  departed. 

I  flatter  myself,  sir,  that  the  communicatiooof 
these  dispositions  of  the  Smperor  in  favor  of 
American  commerce  will  be  as  agreeable  to  joor 
Government  as  it  is  to  me  to  be  the  means  of 
making  it. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir.  to  renew  to  you  theassa- 
ranee  of  my  high  consideratioa. 

SSRRURIER,  Minister  of  France. 

Mr.  MoNBOE,  Secretary  qf  State, 

Produetions  of  the  s^iiand  of  ike  numufadura  oftik 
United  States,  exjmtted  from  the  Itt  of  OettAff, 
1806,  to  the  90th  of  S^tember^  1807. 

Salt  or  smoked  fish,  Buckwheat, 

Dried  or  pickled  do.,  Beans, 
Whale  and  other  fish  oO,    Peas, 

Whalebone,  Apples^ 

Speraiaceti  candles.  Potatoes, 

Staves  and  headings.  Rice, 

Shingles,  Indigo, 

Hoops,  Tobacco, 

Plank,  Flaxseed 

Tunber,  Hops, 

Lnmber  of  all  kinda^  Wax, 

Masts  and  spars.  Household  fiimitore, 
Manufaotures  of  wood.       Coaches   and  other  car- 
Oak  bark  and  other  dyes,       riages,' 

Tar,  Hats, 

Pitch,  Saddlery, 

Rosin,  Boots, 

Turpentine,  Shoes,  silk,  and  leather, 

Skins  and  furs,  Beer,  porter,  and  cider 
Oinseng,  in  casks  and  bottles, 

Beef,  Spirits  from  grain, 

Tallow,  Starch, 

Hides,  Candlea, 

Homed  cattle,  Soap^ 

Pork,  Wax  candbs, 

Hams  and  bacon.  Hair  powder. 

Laid,  Snufl^ 

Hogs,  Tobaoco,  manofictared, 

Batter,  Bricks, 

Cheese,  Essence  of  bark, 

Pot  and  pearl  ashes,  Linseed  oil. 

Horses,  Spirits  of  turpentine, 

Mules.  Cfards,  wool,  and  cotton- 
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Sheep, 

Poaltry, 

MusUidy 

Cotton, 

Wheat, 

Flour, 

Rye  meal, 

Buckwheat  meal. 

Biscuit  or  ship  bread, 

Indian  com, 

Indian  meal. 

Rye. 

Otts, 

Barley. 


Maple,  and  other  brown 

augar, 
Bar  iron, 
Naila, 
Caetingf, 

CanTaas  and  eaH-cloth, 
Cables  and  cordage, 
Spirits  from  molasses, 
Hefined  sngar. 
Chocolate, 
Ganpowder, 
Copper,  mannlactinred, 
Medicinal  drags. 


True  copy : 

THE  DUKE  OF  BAS8AN0, 
Minuter  of  Foreign  Reiatiom. 

Mr.  Monroe,  decretazy  of  State,  to  Joel  Barlow,  Esq. 

DfiPABTHCMT  OP  Statb,  July  26, 1811. 

Sir  :  It  is  the  deiire  of  the  President  that  you 
should  set  out  without  delay  for  Paris,  to  com- 
meoce  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Minister  Pleoi- 
poteotiary  to  the  Emperor  of  France,  with  which 
you  are  invested.  A  frigate,  prepared  for  your 
accommodation,  will  recei?e  you  at  Annapolis, 
and  convey  you  to  the  most  conYeoient  port  of 
tbe  country.  I  enclose  you  a  commission  and 
letter  of  credence,  with  such  other  documents  as 
are  necessary  to  illustrate  the  subjects  oa  which 
you  will  hare  to  act. 

With  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  office  you  are 
too  well  acquainted  to  require  any  comment  on 
them  in  this  letter.  There  are,  however,  some 
subjecu  of  peculiar  importance,  which  will  claim 
your  attention  immediately  after  your  reception. 
Oo  these  it  is  proper  that  you  should  know  dis- 
tinctly the  aentimeota  of  the  President. 

The  United  States  have  claims  on  France, 
which  it  is  expected  that  her  Gk)veromeot  will 
satisfy  to  their  full  extent,  and  without  delay. 
These  are  founded  partly  on  the  late  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  oon-importatioo  law  of  the 
1st  of  May,  1810,  was  carried  into  effect  against 
Great  Britain,  and  partly  on  injuries  to  their  com- 
merce committed  oa  the  high  seas  and  in  French 
ports.  ' 

To  form  a  just  estimate  of  tbe  claims  of  the 
first  class,  it  is  necessary  to  eXamiue  minutely 
their  nature  and  extent.  The  preseat  is  a  proper 
time  10  make  this  examination,  and  to  presa  a 
compliance  with  the  arrangement,  in  every  cir- 
comsunce,  on  its  just  principles,  on  the  Gtovern- 
ment  of  France.  The  President,  conscious  that 
tbe  United  States  have  performed  every  act  that 
was  stipulated  on  their  part  with  the  most  per- 
fect good  faith,  expects  a  like  performance  on  the 
part  of  France.  He  considers  it  peculiarly  in- 
cumbeni  on  him  to  request  such  explanations 
from  her  Qovernment  as  will  dissipate  all  doubt 
of  what  he  may  expect  from  it  in  rutui:e,  on  this 
sod  every  other  question  depending  between  the 
two  nations. 

By  the  act  of  May  1,  1610,  it  was  declared, 
that  in  case  Great  Britain  or  France  should,  be- 
fore tbe  3d  day  of  March,  1811,  lo  revoke  or 
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modify  her  edicts,  as  that  they  should  cease  to 
violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  which  fact  the  President  should  declare 
by  proclamation  $  and  if  the  other  nation  should 
not,  within  three  months  thereafter,  revoke  or 
modify  its  edicts  in  like  manner,  then  the  3d,  4th, 
6th,  7th,  8th.  9th.  10th  and  18th  sections  of  the  . 
act  entitled  '^An  act  to  interdict  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Qreat 
Britain  and  France,"  dbc.,  should,  from  and  after 
the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the  date  of 
the  proclamation  aforesaid,  be  revived,  and  have 
full  force  and  effect,  so  far  as  relates  to  tbe  do* 
minions,  colonies,  and  dependencies,  and  to  tbe 
articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  dominions,  colonies,  and  dependencies  of  the> 
nation  thus  refusing  or  neglecting  to  revoke  or 
modify  its  edicts  in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

This  act,  having  been  promulgated  and  made 
known  to  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and' 
France,  the  Minister  of  the  latter,  by  note  bear- 
ing date  on  tlie  5th  of  August,  1810. addressed  to 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Slates 
at  Paris,  declared  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  • 
Milan  were  revoked,  tbe  revocation  to  take  effect 
on  the  first  day  of  November  following,  but  that 
this  measure  was  adopted  in  compliance  with 
the  law  of  1st  May,  1810,  to  take  advantage  of 
the  condition  contained  in  it,  and  in  full  confi- 
dence that  that  condition  would  be  enforced 
against  Great  Britain,  if  she  did  not  revoke  her 
Orders  in  Council,  and  renounce  the  new  prin- 
ciples of  blockade. 

This  declaration  of  the  Emperor  of  France 
was  considered  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  Presi- 
dent to  act.  It  was  explicit  as  to  its  object,  and 
equally  so  as  to  its  import.  The  decrees  of  Ber- 
lin and  Milan,  which  had  violated  our  neutral 
rights,  were  said  to  be  repealed,  to  take  effect  at  a 
subsequent  day,  at  no  distant  period ;  the  inter- 
val apparently  intended  to  allow  full  time  for  the 
communication  of  the  measure  to  this  Govern- 
ment. The  declaration  had,  too,  all  the  formalitv 
which  such  an  act  could  admit  of,  being  through 
the  official  organ  on  both  sides ;  from  the  French 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  Minister  Plea- 
ipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris. 

In  consequence  of  this  note  from  the  French 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  5th  August, 
1810.  the  President  proceeded,  on  the  2d  Novem- 
ber toUowing,  to  issue  the  proclamation  enjoined 
by  tbe  act  of  May  let  of  the  same  year,  to  de- 
clare that  all  the  restrictions  imposed  by  it  should 
cease  and  be  discontinued  in  relation  to  France 
and  her  dependencies.  And  in  confirmation  of 
the  proclamation  of  tbe  President,  Congress  did, 
on  the  2d  March,  1811,  pass  an  act  whereby  the 
non-importation  system  provided  for  by  the  3d, 
4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  dth,  9th,  10th,  and  18th  sections 
of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  interdict  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  tbe  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  depend- 
encies." was  declared  to  be  in  force  against  Great 
Britain,  her  colonies,  and  dependencies,  with  a 
provision  in  favor  of  such  vessel  or  merchan- 
dises as  might  be  seized  before  it  was  known  that 
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Great  Britain  had  revoked  or  modified  her  edicts' 
within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  required  by 
the  said  act,  if  snch  should  be  the  case;  and 
with  a  jirovision  also  in  favor  of  any  ships  or 
cargoes  owned  wholly  by  citizens  of  the  Untied 
States,  which  bad  cleared  out  for  the  Cape  of 
•  Good  Hope,  or  for  any  other  port  beyond  the 
same^  prior  to  the  2d  day  of  November,  1810. 
Both  of  these  provisions  were,  in  strict  justice 
and  good  faith,  due  to  the  parties  to  be  affected 
by  the  law ;  they  were  also  conformable  to  the 
spirit  of  the  arrans^ement,  to  execute  which  the 
law  was  passed.  As  Great  Britain  did  not  re- 
voke or  modify  her  edicts  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed, the  first  provision  had  no  effect. 

I  will  now  inquire  whether  France  has  per- 
formed her  part  of  this  arrangement. 

It  is  understood  that  tbe  blockade  of  the  Brit- 
ish isles  is  revoked.  The  revocation  having  been 
officially  declared,  and  no  vessel  trading  to  them 
having  been  condemned  or  taken  on  the  high 
aeas  that  we  know  of,  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that 
the  measure  is  relinquished.  It  appears,  too,  that 
no  American  vessel  has  been  condemned  in 
Prance  for  having  been  visited  at  sea  by- an  En- 
glish ship,  or  for  having  been  searched  or  car- 
ried into  England,  or  subjected  to  impositions 
there.  On  the  sea,  thereUire,  France  is  under- 
stood to  have  changed  her  system. 

Although  such  is  the  light  in  which  the  con- 
duct of  France  is  viewed  in  regard  to  the  neu- 
tral commerce  of  the  United  States  since  the  1st 
November  last,  it  will,  nevertheless,  be  proper  for 
you  to  investigate  fully  the  whole  suoject,  and 
(o  see  thai  nothing  has  been  or  shall  be  omitted 
on  her  part  in  future  which  the  United  States 
bave  a  right  to  claim. 

Your  early  and  particular  attention  will  be 
drawn  to  the  ^reat  subject  of  the  commercial 
relation  which  is  to  subsist  in  Aiture  between  the 
United  Slates  and  France.  The  President  ex- 
pects that  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
will  be  placed  in  the  ports  of  France  on  such  a 
footing,  as  to  afford  to  it  a  fair  market,  and  to  the 
industry  find  enterprise  of  their  people  a  reason- 
able encouragement.  An  arrangement  to  this 
effect  was  looked  for  immediately  after  the  revo- 
cation of  the  decrees ;  but  it  appears  from  the 
documents  in  this  department,  that  tbat  was  not 
the  case;  on  the  contrary,  that  our  commerce 
has  been  subjected  to  the  greatest  discourage* 
ment,  or  rather  to  the  most  oppressive  restraints ; 
that  the  vessels  which  carried  coffee,  sunir,  dtc., 
though  sailing  directly  from  the  United  States  to 
a  French  port,  were  held  in  a  state  of  sequestra- 
tion, on  the  principle  that  the  trade  was  prohibi- 
ted, and  that  the  importation  of  those  articles 
was  not  only  unlawful  but  criminal;  that  even 
the  vessels  which  carried  the  unquestionable  pro- 
ductions of  tbe  United  States  were  exposed  to 
great  and  expensive  delays,  to  tedious  investiga- 
tions in  unusual  forms,  and  to  exorbitant  duties ; 
In  short,  that  the  ordinary  usages  of  commerce 
between  friendly  nations  were  abandoned. 

When  it  was  announced  that  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  were  revoked^  the  revocation  to 


take  effect  on  the  1st  of  November  Ust,  it  w» 
natural  for  our  merchants  to  rush  into  the  ports 
of  France,  to  take  advantage  of  a  market  to 
which  they  thought  they  were  invited.  All  these 
restraints,  therefore,  have  been  unjust  in  regard  to 
the  parties  who  suffered  by  them ;  nor  cao  they 
be  reconciled  to  the  respect  which  was  doe  to 
this  Grovernment.  If  France  had  wished  to  ex- 
clude the  American  commerce  from  her  ports, 
she  ought  to  have  declared  it  to  this  GoverD- 
ment  in  explicit  terms ;  in  which  case,  doe  no- 
tice would  have  been  given  of  it  to  the  Americao 
merchants,  who  would  either  have  avoided  her 
ports,  or  gone  there  at  their  own  hazard.  Bni  to 
suffer  them  to  enter  her  ports,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  detain  them  there  under  any 
pretext  whatever,  cannot  be  justified.  It  is  not 
known  to  what  extent  the  injuries  resulting  from 
those  delavs  have  been  carried.  It  is  erideot 
however,  that  for  every  injury  thus  sustained  tbe 
parties  are  entitled  to  reparation. 

If  the  ports  of  France  and  her  allies  are  oot 
opened  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slates  oq 
a  liberal  scale,  and  on  fair  conditions,  of  what 
avail  to  them,  it  may  be  asked,  will  be  the  rcro- 
cation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council?  In 
contending  for  the  revocation  of  those  orders,  so 
far  as  it  was  an  object  of  interest,  the  United 
States  had  in  view  a  trade  with  the  Continent. 
U  was  a  fair  and  legitimate  object,  and  wortk 
contending  for  while  France  encouraged  it.  Bqi 
if  she  shuts  her  ports  on  our  commerce,  or  bar- 
dens  it  with  heavy  duties,  that  motive  is  at  ao 
end. 

That  France  has  a  right  to  impose  such  r^ 
straints  is  admitted  ;  but  she  ought  to  be  aware 
of  the  consequences  to  which  they  necessarily 
lead.  The  least  that  ought  to  be  expected  to  fol- 
low would  be.  such  countervailing  restrictions  on 
the  French  commerce  as  must  destroy  the  value 
of  the  intercounte  between  the  two  coaatries, 
and  leave  to  the  United  States  no  motive  of  in- 
terest to  maintain  their  right  to  that  intercoarse, 
by  a  sacrifice  of  any  other  branch  of  their  com- 
merce. Adequate  motives  to  such  a  sacrifice 
could  only  be  found  in  considerations  distinct 
from  any  reasonable  pretensions  on  the  part  of 
France. 

To  the  admission  of  every  article,  the  produce 
of  the  United  States,  no  objection  is  anticipated. 
nor  does  there  appear  to  be  just  cause  for  any  to 
the  admission  or  colonial  produce.  A  supply  of 
that  produce  will  be  annually  wanted  in  France 
and  other  countries  connected  with  her,  and 
the  United  States  alone  can  furnish  it  darioj 
the  war.  It  will  doubtless  be  tbe  interest  ot 
France  and  her  allies  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
industry  and  capital  of  the  American  merchaaii? 
in  furnishing  those  articles  by  which  the  wants 
of  their  people  will  be  supplied,  and  their  revenue 
increased.  Several  of  the  colonies  belonged  to 
France,  and  may  again  belong  to  her.  Great 
Britain,  by  securing  to  her  own  colonies,  the  mo- 
nopoly of  the  home  market,  lessens  the  value  of 
the  produce  of  the  conquered  colonies.  France 
cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  distresses  of  her  late 
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colonies,  nor  oaeht  she  to  abandon  because  she 
caoDot  protect  them.  In  pressing  this  important 
object  on  the  Government  of  France,  it  will  not 
escape  your  attention,  that  several  important  ar* 
tides  in  the  list  of  colonial  productions  are  raised 
in  Louisiana,  and  will,  of  course,  be  comprised 
amoDg  those  of  the  United  States. 

You  will  see  the  injustice,  and  endeavor  to  pre- 
rent  the  necessity,  of  bringing,  in  return  for  Ame- 
rican cargoes  sold  in  France,  an  equal  amount  in 
the  produce  or  manufactures  of  that  country.  No 
such  obligation  is  imposed  on  French  merchants 
trading  to  the  United  States.  They  enjov  the 
liberty  of  selling  their  cargoes  for  cash,  ana  tak- 
ing back  what  they  please  from  this  country  In 
retam,  and  the  right  ought  to  be  reciprocal. 

It  is  indispensable  that  the  trade  be  free ;  that 
all  American  citizens  engaged  in  it  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing;  and.  with  this  view^  that  the 
system  of  carry mg  it  on  by  licenses  granted  by 
French  agents  be  immediately  annulled.  You 
must  make  it  distinctly  understood  by  the  French 
Government  that  the  United  States  cannot  sub* 
mit  to  that  system,  as  it  tends  to  sacrifice  one 
part  of  the  community  to  another,  and  to  give  a 
corrapt  influence  to  the  agents  of  a  foreign  Power 
in  oar  towns,  which  is,  in  every  view,  incompat- 
ible with  the  principles  of  our  Government.  I( 
was  presumed  that  this  system  had  been  aban- 
doned some  time  since,  as  a  letter  from  the  Duke 
of  Cadore,  of—,  to  Mr.  Russell,  gave  assur- 
ance of  it.  Should  it,  however,  be  still  main- 
tained, you  will  not  fail  to  bring  the  subject, 
witboat  delay,  before  the  French  Government, 
and  to  urge  its  immediate  abandonment.  The 
President  having  long  since  expressed  his  strong- 
est disapprobation  of  it,  and  requested  that  the 
Consuls  would  discontinue  it,  it  is  probable,  if 
they  still  disregard  his  injunction,  that  he  may 
find  it  necessary  to  revoke  their  exequaturs,  i 
fflention  this,  that  you  may  be  able  to  explain  the 
motive  to  such  a  measure,  should  it  lake  place, 
which,  without  such  explanation,  might  probably 
be  viewed  in  a  mistaken  light  by  the  Frencn 
Government. 

It  is  important  that  the  rate  of  duties  imposed 
on  our  commerce,  in  every  article,  should  be  made 
as  low  as  possible.  If  they  are  not,  they  may 
podace  the  eflfect  of  a  prohibition*  They  will 
be  sore  to  depress  the  article  and  discourage  the 
trade. 

You  will  be  able  to  ascertain  the  various  other 
claims  which  the  United  States  have  on  France 
for  injuries  done  to  their  citizens,  under  decrees 
of  a  subsequent  date  to  those  of  Berlin  and  Milan, 
and  yon  will  likewise  use  your  best  exertions  to 
obtain  an  indemnity  for  them.  It  is  presumed 
that  the  French  Gtovernment  will  be  disposed  to 
do  justice  for  all  these  injuries.  In  looking  to 
the  future,  the  past  ought  to  be  fairly  and  honor- 
tbly  adjusted.  If  that  is  not  done,  much  dissat- 
isfaction will  remain  here,  which  cannot  fail  to 
produce  a  very  unfavorable  effect  on  the  rela- 
tions which  are  to  subsist  in  future  between  the 
two  countries. 

The  first  of  these  latter  decreet  bears  d^tte  at 


Bayonne,  on  the  17th  of  March,  1808,  by  which 
many  American  vessels  and  their  cargoes  were 
seized  and  carried  into  France;  and  others,  which 
had  entered  her  ports  in  the  fair  course  of  trade, 
were  seized,  and  sequestered  or  confiscated  by  her 
Government.  It  was  pretended,  in  vindication 
of  this  measure,  that,  as  under  our  embargo  law 
no  American  vessel  could  navigate  the  ocean,  all 
those  who  were  found  on  it  were  trading  on  Brit- 
ish account,  and  lawful  prize.  The  tact,  how- 
ever, was  otherwise.  At  the  time  the  embargo 
was  laid,  a  great  number  of  our  vessels  were  at 
sea,  engaged  in  their  usual  commerce,  many  of 
them  on  distant  voyages.  Their  absence,  especi* 
ally  as  no  previous  notice  could  be  given  to  tnem, 
was  strictly  justifiable  under  the  law ;  and  as  no 
obligation  was  imposed  on  them  by  the  law  to 
return,  they  committed  no  offence  by  remaining 
abroad.  Other  vessels,  inconsiderable  in  num- 
ber, left  the  United  States  in  violation  of  the  law. 
The  latter  committed  an  offence  against  their 
country,  but  none  against  foreign  Powers.  They 
were  not  dUfranchiaed  by  the  act.  They  were  en- 
titled to  the  protection  or  their  Government,  and 
it  had  a  right  to  inflict  on  them  the  penalty  which 
their  conduct  had  exposed  them  to.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  France  could  withdraw  them  from 
neither  of  these  claims.  The  absence  of  none  of 
these  vessels  was  a  proof  that  they  were  trading 
on  British  account.  The  cargoes  which  they 
carried  with  them,  the  value  of  which  was  muca 
enhanced  by  the  embargo,  were  alone  an  ample 
capital  to  trade  on.  As  the  pretext  under  which 
these  vessels  were  taken  is  no  justification  of  the 
act  you  will  claim  an  indemnity  to  our  citizens 
for  every  species  of  injury  arising  from  it. 

The  Rambouillet  decree  was  a  still  more  un- 
justifiable aggression  on  the  rights  of  the  United 
States,  and  invasion  of  the  property  of  their  citi- 
zens. It  bears  date  on  the  23d  of  March,  1810, 
and  made  a  sweep  of  all  American  property  with- 
in the  reach  of  French  power.  It  was  also  retro- 
spective, extending  back  to  the  20th  of  May,  1809. 
By  this  decreC}  every  American  vessel  and  cargo, 
even  those  which  had  been  delivered  up  to  the 
owners,  by  compromise  with  the  captors,  were 
seized  and  sold.  The  law  of  March  1, 1809,  com- 
monly called  the  non-intercourse  law,  was  the 
pretext  for  this  measure,  which  was  intended  as 
an  act  of  reprisal.  It  requires  no  reasoning  to 
show  the  injustice  of  this  pretension.  Our  law 
regulated  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with 
other  Powers,  particularly  with  France  and  Great 
Britain,  and  was  such  a  law  as  every  nation  has 
a  right  to  adopt.  It  was  duly  promulgated,  and 
reasonable  notice  given  of  it  to  other  Powers.  It 
was  also  impartial,  as  related  to  the  belligerents. 
The  condemnation  of  such  vessels  of  France  or 
England  as  came  into  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  in  breach  of  this  law,  was  strictly  proper, 
and  could  afford  no  cause  of  complaint  to  either 
Power.  The  seizure  of  so  vast  a  property  as  was 
laid  hold  of  under  that  pretext^  by  the  French 
Government,  places  the  transaction  in  a  very  fair 
light.  If  an  indemnity  had  been  sought  for  an 
imputed  injury,  the  measure  of  the  injury  should 
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been  ascertaioed,  and  the  indemnity  propor- 
I  to  it.  Bat,  in  this  case^  no  injury  had  been 
ned  on  principle.  A  trifling  loss  only  had 
incurred,  and  for  that  loss  all  the  American 
rty  which  could  be  found  was  seized,  inTolv- 
1  indiscriminate  ruin  innocent  merchants 
lad  entered  the  ports  of  France  in  the  fair 
e  of  trade.    It  is  proper  that  you  should 

it  distinctly  known  to  the  French  Govern* 

that  the  claim  to  a  just  reparation  for  these 
tions  cannot  be  relinquished,  and  that  a  de- 
I  making  it  will  produce  very  high  dissatis- 
n,  with  the  Government  and  people  of  these 
>■ 

as  been  intimated  that  the  French  Grovern- 
would  be  willing  to  make  this  reparation, 
led  the  United  States  would  make  one,  in 
I,  for  the  vessels  and  property  condemned 
,  and  in  breach  of.  our  non-intercourse  law. 
ugh  the  proposition  was  objectionable  in 

views,  yet  this  Government  consented  to 
save  so  great  a  mass  of  the  property  of  our 
Ds.     An  instruction  for  this  purpose  was 

to  your  predecessor,  which  you  are  author- 
0  carry  into  effect. 

;  influence  of  France  has  been  exerted,  to 
jury  of  the  United  States,  in  all  the  coun- 
0  which  her  power  has  extended.  In  Spain, 
nd,  and  Naples,  it  has  been  most  sensibly 
In  each  of  these  countries  the  vessels  and 
es  of  American  merchants  were  seized  and 
cated  under  various  decrees,  founded  on  dif- 

pretexts,  none  of  which  had  even  the  sem- 
;  of  right  to  support  them.  As  the  United 
i  never  injured  France,  that  nlea  must  fail; 
lat  they  had  injured  either  of  those  Powers, 
ever  pretended.  You  will  be  furnished  with 
icuments  which  relate  to  these  aggressions^ 
ou  will  claim  of  the  French  Government 
lemnity  for  them. 
i  United  States  have  also  just  cause  of  com- 

against  France  for  many  injuries  that 
:ommitted  by  persons  actinf^  under  her  au- 
f.  Of  these  the  most  distmguished,  and 
ustifiable,  are  the  examples  which  occurred 
rning  the  vessels  of  our  citizens  at  sea. 

atrocity  forbids  the  imputation  of  them  to 
fovernment.    To  it,  however,  the  United 

must  look  for  reparation,  wfciich  you  will 
lingly  claim. 

!  possible  that,  in  this  enumeration.  I  may 
>mittedmany  injuries,  of  which  no  account 
et  be^n  transmuted  to  this  Department. 
rill  have  it  in  your  power  to  acquire  a  more 
ehensive    knowledge  of  them   at    Paris, 

it  is  expected  you  will  do,  and  full  confi- 

is  reposed  in  your  exertions  to  obtain  of 
rench  GKivernment  the  just  measure  of 
I. 

nee,  it  is  presumed,  has  changed  her  policy 
is  the  United  States.  The  revocation  ot 
icrees  is  an  indication  of  that  change,  and 
-ecent  acts,  more  favorable  to  the  conimer^ 
itercourse  with  her  ports,  the  evidence  of 

will  be  found  in  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Linister  here,  of—,  strengthens  the  pre- 


sumption. But  much  is  yet  to  be  done  by  her  to 
satisfy  the  just  claims  of  this  country.  To  re- 
voke blockades  of  boundless  extent,  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  her  marine,  was  making  no  sacri- 
fice. She  must  indemnify  us  for  past  injuries, 
and  open  her  ports  to  our  commerce  on  a  fairaod 
liberal  scale.  If  she  wishes  to  profit  of  neatrsl 
commerce,  she  must  become  the  advocate  of 
neutral  rights,  as  well  by  her  practice  as  her  th^ 
ory.  The  United  States,  standing  on  their  own 
ground,  will  be  able  to  support  those  rights  with 
effect;  and  they  will  certainly  fail  in  notbiog 
which  they  owe  to  their  character  or  interest 

The  papers  relative  to  the  Impeiueux,  the  Re 
vanohe  de  Cerf,  and  the  French  privateer,  seized 
at  New  Orleans,  will  be  delivered  to  you.  Thejr 
will,  it  is  presiimed,  enable  you  to  satisfy  the 
French  Government  of  the  strict  propriety  of  the 
condact  of  the  United  States  in  all  those  occor* 
fences. 

The  frigate  which  takes  you  to  France  will  pro^ 
ceed  to  Holland,  to  execute  an  order  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  the  interest 
due  on  the  public  debt.  She  will  return  to  France 
to  take  Mr.  Russell  to  England,  and,  after  land* 
ing  him,  sail  back  immediateir  to  the  United 
States.  The  interval  afforded  by  a  visit  to  Hol- 
land will  be  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  commooi- 
cate  fully  and  freely  with  the  French  Goren- 
ment  on  all  the  topics,  to  which  it  will  be  yoor 
duty  to  invite  its  attention,  under  your  instruc- 
tions. A  short  detention,  however,  would  not 
be  objected  to,  if  you  deemed  it  important  to  the 
interest  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Extract— Mn  Bailow  to  the  Secfetary  of  State. 

Paris,  September  29, 1811. 

I  seize  the  first  occasion  to  announce  to  foQ 
my  arrival,  though  I  have  very  little  else  to  as* 
nounce. 

I  landed  at  Cherbourg  the  8th  of  this  month, 
and  arrived  at  Paris  the  19ih. 

The  Emperor  has  been  residing  for  some  time 
at  Compeigne,  and  it  unluckily  happened  titatbe 
set  out  thence  for  the  coast,  and  for  Holland,  the 
day  of  my  arrival  here. 

The  Duke  of  Bassano,  Minister  of  Foreipi 
Relations^  came  the  next  day  to  Paris,  ^^r  two 
days  only,  when  he  was  to  follow  the  fimperor, 
to  join  him  in  Holland.  General  TurreauaDd 
others,  who  called  on  me  the  morning  after  I 
reached  Paris,  assured  me  that  the  Duke  was  de- 
sirous of  seeing  me  aa  soon  as  possible,  and  with 
as  little  ceremony. 

On  the  21st,  I  made  my  first  visit  to  him,  which, 
of  course,  had  no  other  object  than  that  of  delirer* 
ing  credentials. 

I  expressed  ray  regret  at  the  Emperor's  ab- 
sence, and  the  consequent  delay  of  such  bnsioess 
as  was  rendered  particularly  urgent  by  the  neces- 
sity of  sendini^  home  the  frigate,  and  by  the  ap- 
proaching session  of  Congress,  as  well  as  by  the 
distresara  situation  of  those  American  citizens 
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rbo  were  waiting  the  result  of  decisions  which 
light  be  hastened  hj  the  expositions  which  I 
ras  charged  to  make  on  the  part  of  the  President 
f  the  United  States. 

He  said  the  Emperor  bad  foreseen  the  urgency 
f  the  case,  and  had  charged  him  to  remedy  the 
tU,  so  far  as  could  be  done  by  dispensing  with 
ly  presentation  to  His  Majesty  until  his  return, 
nd  that  I  might  immediately  proceed  to  busi- 
ess,  as  if  I  bad  been  presented.  He  said  the 
lost  flatferin^  things  from  tbeKmperor  relative 
0  my  appointment.  He  observed  that  His  Ma- 
esiy  had  expected  mv  arrival  with  some  solici- 
ude  for.several  months,  and  was  disposed  to  do 
verthing  that  I  could  reasonably  ask  to  maintain 
.  good  iotelligeDce  between  the  two  countries. 

The  Duke  then  proposed  a  second  interview 
or  the  next  day,  which  he  said  be  hoped  would 
>e  long  and  leisurely,  that  we  might  so  over  the 
rbole  range  of  busiiess  that  was  likly  to  come 
nto  di:icussion  between  us,  declaring  that  he 
hould  be  justified  by  the  Emperor  in  delaying 
kis  journey  one  day  fdr  that  purpose  only,  and 
hat  be  had  no  other  business  to  detain  him  in 
be  capital.  I  accepted  the  invitation,  and  was 
^ith  him  two  hours  the  next  day. 

I  explained  to  him,  with  as  much  precision  as 
^ssible,  the  sentiments  of  the  President  on  the 
pQcst  pressing  objects  of  my  mission,  and  threw 
in  such  observation)!  as  seemed  to  arise  out  of 
what  I  conceived  to  .be  the  true  interest  of 
France. 

He  heard  me  with  patience  and  apparent  soli- 
citude, endeavored  to  explain  away  some  of  the 
eriU  of  which  we  complain,  and  expressed  a 
strong  desire  to  remove  the  rest.  He  si^id  that 
many  of  the  ideas  I  suggested  were  new  to 
him,  and  were  very  important;  that  he  should 
lay  them  before  the  Emperor  with  fidelity,  and 
in  a  manner  calculated  to  produce  the  most  fa- 
vorable impression;  desired  me  to  reduce  them 
to  writing,  to  be  presented  in  a  more  solemn 
form;  and  endeavored  to  convince  me  that  he 
doubled  not  our  being  able,  on  the  return  of  the 
Emperor,  to  remove  all  obstacles  to  a  perfect  har- 
mony between  the  two  countries. 


Extract— Mr.  Bariow  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

PariSi  Odtober  29, 1811. 

The  Emperor  stays  in  the  North  much  longer 
than  was  expected.  Having  been  assured  by  the 
Minister  that  he  would  return  by  the  15tb  of  Oc- 
tober ;  and  that,  during  his  tour,  he  would  make 
Qo  stay  in  any  one  place,  I  concluded,  as  I  had 
|he  honor  to  state  to  you  before,  not  to  fullow 
'^ina.  The  frigate  Constitution  did  not  return 
from  Holland  until  about  the  time  that  the  Em- 
peror was  to  have  reached  Fontainebleau ;  and, 
^rtn^  the  last  fourteen  days,  the  public  have 
been  in  constant  expectation  of  his  arrival. 

As  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  and,  in- 
deed, most  of  the  other  Ministers,  are  with  him, 
It  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  bring  forward,  to 
^drantage,  any  propositions  on  the  great  objects 
^ftny  mission;  for  I  was  convinced,  for  reasons 


mentioned  in  my  first  despatch,  that  these  objects 
can  be  treated  to  the  best  advantage  in  presence, 
when  frequent  conversations  can  be  mingled  with 
formal  official  notes.  My  correspondence  with 
the  Minister,  therefore,  has  been  hitherto  confined 
to  incidental  matters,  not  worth  troubling  yott 
with. 

It  is  now  so  fully  believed  that  the  Emperor 
will  be  here  about  the  10th  of  November ;  and  it 
seems  «o  important  that  something  of  a  decisive 
nature  should  be  communicated  to  you  by  the  fri- 
gate, tha(  it  is  thought  bebt  by  Captain  Hull,  as 
well  as  myself,  that  she  should  go  first  over  to 
Cowes  with  Mr.  Russell,  and  return  to  Cherbourg 
for  my  despatches  for  you. 


£xtraol— Mr.  Barlow  to  the  Seeretaiy  of  State. 

Paris:  November  21, 1811. 

On  the  9th  of  this  monto,  the  Duke  of  Bassano 
arrived  in  Paris,  and  signified  his  arrival  by  a  cir- 
cular to  the  foreign  Ministers  here.  The  next 
day,  at  1  o'clock,  I  called  at  his  house,  having  in 
my  pocket  the  note  dated  the  10th  November. 

iViy  intention  was,  if  possible,  to  have  an  inter- 
view with  him  before  he  should  read  the  note^  to 
prepare  his  mind  on  some  points,  which,  being 
new  to  him.  might  be  susceptible  of  further  de- 
velopment tnan  it  would  be  convenient  to  give  in 
writing. 

Not  finding  the  Duke  at  home,  I  left  the  note, 
enclosing  with  it  a  written  request  for  an  inter- 
view, after  he  should  have  read  the  note.  As  yet, 
I  have  no  answer;  but,  having  met  him  once 
since,  he  assured  me  that  a  very  great  press  of  bu- 
siness occupied  him  every  day  at  St.  Cloud.  He 
fave  no  other  reason  for  the  delay  thus  far ;  and 
have  learned,  throucrh  other  channels,  that  they 
are  discussing  in  the  Emperor's  Councils  of  Com- 
merce and  of  State  the  principal  points  in  my 
note.  If  this  discussion  is  in  good  earnest,  I  shall 
probably  have  an  answer  of  some  sort  before 
many  days. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Barlow's  letter,  of  November  SI.] 
Extract— Mr.  Barlow  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano. 

Paris,  November  10,  1811. 

For  all  these  considerations,  and  others  which 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  explain  to  your  Excel- 
lency in  conversation,  I  am  confident  that  I  shall 
urge  nothing  contrary  to  the  true  interests  of 
France,  when  I  propose  that  His  Majesty  the 
Emperor  and  King  should  order  a  prompt  and 
elfectuat  execution  of  the  arrangement  of  the  5th 
August  and  2d  November,  in  the  true  and  liberal 
spirit  in  which  it  was  proposed ;  so  that  the  pri« 
vations  which  the  United  States  imposed  upon 
themselves,  by  excluding  the  productions  of  Great 
Britain  and  ner  dependencies,  should,  as  far  aa 
circumstances  will  allow,  be  compensated  by  a 
free  access  to  those  of  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  that  they  may  carry  thither  such  means  of 
purchasing  tuose  productions  as  their  own  soil 
and  industry,  those  of  other  neutral  nations,  and 
those  of  the  French  colonies,  will  furnish. 

Should  His  Majesty  adopt  this  principle,  the 
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means  of  arriving  at  the  end  are  so  obvious,  that 
it  will  not  greatly  ad<!  to  the  length  of  this  note, 
if  I  here  point  them  out.  1st.  Let  the  American 
ships  and  cargoes  now  under  seizure,  capture,  or 
sequestration,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  as  have 
been  sold  which  are  now  reserved  for  the  party 
having  right,  be  immediately  restored  tp  their 
owners,  and  they  declared  free  to  depart  there- 
with for  their  country.  This  article  is  not  in- 
tended to  embrace  anything  but  genuine  Ameri- 
can property,  as  protected  by  the  acknowledged 
law  of  nations. 

2d.  Such  property,  acknowledged  to  be  Ame- 
rican, as  has  been  confiscated,  and  no  longer  in 
a  state  to  be  restored.  wiU  remain  to  be  paid  for 
in  some  manner  the  least  onerous  to  the  French 
treasury,  to  be  determined  on  by  a  separate  con- 
vention. 

3d.  A  signification  of  His  Majesty's  pleasure, 
if  such  it  be,  to  form  a  new  commercial  treaty 
with  the  United  States,  on  principles  of  recipro- 
city, both  with  respect  to  the  rate  of  duties,  (as 
far  as  the  different  nature  of  the  objects  of  our 
mutual  commerce  will  permit^)  and  the  facility 
of  buying  and  selling,  entering  and  departing, 
with  such  articles  as  shall  be  ag^reed  on,  the  pro- 
duce of  their  respective  countries,  colonies,  ter- 
ritories, and  dependencies. 

One  principal  reason  why  a  system  of  this  Iclnd 
has  been  deferred  so  long,  has  doubtless  been  the 
difficulty  of  distinguishing  American  from  Bog- 
lish  property,  and  of  ascertaining  the  origin  of 
produce.  We  regret,  as  much  as  you  can,  the 
frauds  that  have  been  committed  in  this  respect. 
Our  honor,  as  well  as  interest,  is  concerned  in 
suppressing  them.  We  are  ready  to  enact  and 
inflict  penaltes,  and  agree  with  the  French  Gov^ 
ernment  on  the  marks,  signals,  and  other  meas- 
ures most  proper  to  attain  the  end. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  not  to  think  it  improper 
or  indiscreet  in  me  to  close  this  note  by  suggest- 
ing a  cogent  reason  for  desiring  as  speedy  an  an- 
swer to  the  principal  propositions  as  the  other 
weighty  concerns  of  your  department  will  admit. 
The  frigate  which  brought  me  to  France  is  de- 
tained only  for  this  answer.  Congress  is  now 
beginning  its  session,  and  the  President  will  be 
anxious  to  lay  before  it  as  early  as  possible  the 
result  of  these  propositions;  and  it  has  happened, 
unluckily,  that  my  arrival  here  at  the  moment  of 
the  Emperor's  departure  has  already  occasioned 
a  considerable  loss  of  time. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Barlow. 

Department  op  State,  Nov.  21, 1811. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a 
copy  of  the  President's  Message  to  Congress  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  of  the 
documents  which  accompanied  ir. 

In  this  very  interesting  communication  you 
will  find  that  the  President  has  done  justice  to 
both  the  belligerents.  He  has  spoken  of  each  as 
it  deserves.  To  France  he  has  given  the  credit 
due  for  the  revocation  of  her  decrees,  while  he 
has  bestowed  on  those  injuries  which  remain  un- 


redressed their  merited  censure.  Of  EngUnd  he 
has  spoken  in  terms  of  censure  only,  because  the 
bad  in  no  respect  changed  her  unfriendly  policf. 
Thus  the  whole  subject  of  our  foreign  relations 
is  presented  fully  and  fairly  before  the  Legisla- 
ture and  the  public;  and,  I  am  happy  to  add, that 
so  far  as  an  opinion  can  now  be  formed  of  the 
impression  made,  the  public  sentiment  is  in  strict 
harmony  with  that  expressed  by  the  Executive. 
Few,  if  any,  seem  to  be  willing  to  reliiujuish  the 
ground  which  has  been  taken  by  the  noa-impor- 
tation  act;  and  most  seem  to  be  resolved,  if  Great 
Britain  does  not  revoke  her  Orders  in  CoaQcil^ 
to  adopt  more  decisive  measures  towards  her. 

If  the  United  States  experience  any  embarrass- 
ment in  the  course  which  they  are  pursuing  is 
support  of  their  rights,  or  fail  in  the  ultimate  suc- 
cess, it  will  be  owing  to  the  conduct  of  the  French 
Government.  It  cannot  be  doubled,  if  France 
remains  true  to  her  engagement,  by  a  faithful  ob- 
servance of  the  revocation  of  her  decrees,  and  ac- 
quits herself  on  the  various  other  points  on  which 
you  are  instructed  to  the  lust  claims  of  this  coqd- 
try,  that  Great  Britain  will  be  compelled  to  folio v 
her  example;  in  which  event,  the  war  will  im- 
mediately assume  a  new  character,  such  as  has 
been  the  professed  wish  of  both  beiligerenu,  mit- 
igating its  calamities  to*  both  of  them,  as  well  as 
diffusing  the  happiest  effect  on  neutral  States. 

The  part  which  France  ought  to  act  is  a  plain 
one.  It  is  dictated  in  every  circumstance  by  the 
clearest  principles  of  jnstice  and  soundest  maxims 
of  policy.  The  President  has  presented  to  view, 
in  the  Message  to  Congress,  the  prominent  fea- 
tures of  this  plan,  by  stating  equally  our  rights 
and  injuries.  It  will  scarcely  be  necessary  for 
me  to  so  into  any  of  the  details,  which  are  already 
so  well  known  to  you.  I  will  briefly  advert  to 
them.      * 

It  is  not  sufficient,  in  the  filial  decision  of  a  caase 
brought  before  a  French  tribunal,  that  it  should 
ap[|ear  that  the  French  decrees  arc  repealed.  Aa 
active  prohibitory  policy  should  be  adopted  to 
prevent  seizures  on  the  principles  of  those  decrees. 
All  that  is  expected,  is,  that  France  will  act  in 
conformity  to  her  own  principles.  If  that  is  done, 
neutral  nations  would  then  have  an  important 
object  before  them,  and  one  belligerent,  at  lea$t, 
prove  that  it  contended  for  principle  rather  than 
for  power;  that  it  sought  tne  aid  of  neutnl na- 
tions in  support  of  that  principle,  and  did  not  make 
it  a  pretext  to  enlist  them  on  its  side  to  demolish 
its  enemies.  The  abuses  that  are  practised  by 
French  privateers  in  the  Baltic,  the  Channel,  the 
Mediterranean,  and  wherever  else  they  cruise, 
have  of  late  more  especially  reached  an  eaormoQS 
height.  In  the  Baltic  they  have  been  more  odi- 
ous, fVom  the  circumstance  that  it  was  expected 
that  they  had  been  completely  suppressed  there. 
Till  of  late,  these  abuses  were  imputed  to  the  pri- 
vateers of  Denmark,  which  induced  the  President 
to  send  a  snecial  mission  to  the  Danish  Govern- 
ment, which  it  was  understood  was  producing  the 
desired  effect.  But  it  is  now  represented  that  the 
same  evil  is  produced  by  a  collusion  between  the 
privateers  or  Denmark  and  those  of  France.— 
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Hence  it  assumes  a  VQrae  character.  To  seizures 
eqaally  unlawful  is  added,  by  carrying  the  causes 
to  Paris,  still  more  oppressive  delays. 

If  the  French  Qovemment  is  not  willing  to 
adopt  the  general  rule  alluded  to  in  favor  of 
American  commerce,  it  is  presumed  that  it  will 
aot  hesitate  to  define  explicitly  the  causes  of  seiz- 
are,  and  to  give  such  precise  orders  to  its  crui- 
sers respecting  them,  with  an  assurance  of  certain 
punishment  to  those  who  violate  them,  as  will 
prevent  all  abuse  in  future.  Whatever  orders  are 
giyen,  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  this  Grovern- 
ment  to  be  made  acquainted  with  them.  The 
President  wishes  to  know,  with  great  accuracy, 
the  principles  by  which  the  French  Grovernment 
ioteods  to  be  governed  in  regard  to  neutral  com- 
merce. A  frank  explanation  on  this  subject  will 
be  regarded  as  a  proof  of  the  friendly  policy  which 
France  is  disposed  to  pursue  towards  the  United 
States. 

What  advantage  does  France  derive  from  these 
abuses?  Vessels  trading  from  the  United  States 
can  never  afibrd  cause  of  suspicion  on  any  prin- 
ciple, nor  ought  they  to  be  subject  to  seizure. 
Can  the  few  French  privateers  which  occasion- 
ally appear  at  sea  make  any  generaL  impression 
on  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain?  They  sel- 
dom touch  a  British  yesse).  Legitimate  and  hon- 
orable warfare  is  not  their  object.  The  unarmed 
vessels  of  the  United  States  are  their  only  prey. 
The  opportunities  of  fair  prize  are  few,  even  should 
France  maintain  the  British  principle.  Can  these 
few  prizes  compensate  her  for  toe  violation  of 
her  own  principles,  and  for  the  effect  which  it 
ought  and  cannot  fail  to  produce  here? 

Indemnity  must  be  made  for  spoliations  on 
American  property  under  other  decrees.  On  this 
subject  it  is  unnecessary  to  add  anything  to  your 
present  instructions.  They  are  detailed  ana  ex- 
plicit. 

The  trade  by  licenses  must  be  abrogated.  I 
cannot  too  strongly  express  the  surprise  of  the 
President,  after  the  repeated  remonstrances  of 
this  Government,  and  more  especially  after  the 
letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore  to  Mr.  Russell  of 

the last,  informing  him  that  that  system 

would  fall  with  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 
that  it  should  still  be  adhered  to.  The  exequa- 
tors  of  the  conspls  who  have  granted  such  licen- 
se9  wonld  long  since  have  been  revoked  if  orders 
to  them  to  discontinue  the  practice  had  not  daily 
^en  expected,  or,  in  case  they  were  not  received, 
the  more  effectual  interposition  of  the  Congress 
to  suppress  it.  It  will  certainly  be  prohibited  by 
l^w,  under  severe  penalties,  in  compliance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  President,  if  your 
despatches  by  the  Constitution  do  not  prove  that 
your  demand  on  this  subject  has  been  duly  at- 
tetided  to. 

It  is  expected  also  that  the  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  France  and  her  allies  will 
be  placed  on  the  basis  of  a  fair  reciprocity.  If 
the  oppressive  restrictions  which  still  fetter  and 
harass  our  commerce  there  are  not  removed^  it 
paonot  be  doubted  that  Congress  will,  as  soon  as 
t^  appears  that  a  suitable  change  may  not  be  ex- 


pected, impose  similar  restraints  on  the  com- 
merce of  France.  Should  such  a  state  of  thio2» 
arise  between  the  two  countries,  you  will  readily 
perceive  the  obvious  tendency,  or  rather  certain 
effect,  on  the  relations  which  now  subsist  between 
them. 

This  is' a  short  sketch  of  the  policy  which  it  is 
expected  France  will  observe  in  regard  to  neutral 
commerce  and  the  other  just  claims  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  A  compliance  with  it  will  impose 
on  her  no  onerous  conditions,  no  concession  in 
favor  of  the  United  States.  She  will  perform 
no  act  which  she  is  not  bound  to  perform  by  a 
strict  regard  to  justice.  She  will  abstain  frotn 
none,  the  abstinence  from  which  is  not  dictated 
by  the  principles  which  she  asserts  and  professes 
to  support.  What  is  also  of  sreat  importance 
the  course  pointed  out  cannot  fail  to  prove  in  all  . 
its  consequences  of  the  highest  advantage  to  her. 

Among  the  measures  necessary  to  support  the 
attitude  taken  by  this  Government,  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  a  law  will  pass  authorizing 
all  merchant  vessels  to  arm  in  their  own  defence. 
If  England  alone,  by  maintaining;  her  Orders  in 
Council,  violates  our  neutral  rights,  with  her 
only  can  any  collision  take  effect.  JBut  in  au- 
thorizing merchant  vessels  to  arm,  the  object 
will  be  to  enable  them  to  support  their  rights 
against  all  who  attempt  to  violate  them.  This 
consideration  ought  to  afford  a  strong  additional 
motive  to  France  to  inhibit  her  privateers  from 
interfering  with  American  vessels.  The  United 
States  will  maintain  their  neutral  rights  equally 
against  all  nations  who  violate  them. 

You  will  find  among  the  docunlients  which  • 
accompany  the  President's  Message  a  correspond- 
ence between  Mr.  Foster  and  me,  by  which  the 
difference  relative  to  the  attack  on  the  Chesa- 
peake is  terminated.  It  was  thought  advisable 
not  to  decline  the  advance  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment on  this  point,  although  none  was  made 
on  any  other;  ana  as  the  terms  offered  were  such 
as  hau  been  in  substance  approved  before,  to  ac- 
cept them.  The  adjustment,  however,  of  this 
difference  does  not  authorize  the  expectation  of 
a  favorable  result  from  the  British  Government 
on  any  other  point.  This  Government  will  pur- 
sue the  same  policy  towards  Great  Britain  to 
regard  to  other  injuries  as  if  this  had  not  be^n 
accommodated. 

You  will  also  find  among  the  printed  docir- 
ments  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  h  oster  respect- 
ing the  Floridas.  To  his  remonstrance  against 
the  occupation  of  West  Florida  by  the  troops  of 
the  United  States^  he  was  told  that  it  belonged 
to  them  by  a  title  which  could  not  be  improved. 
And  to  that  relative  to  East  Florida,  he  was  in- 
focmed  that  Spain  owed  the  United  States  for 
spoliations  on  their  commerce,  and  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  more 
than  it  was  worth ;  that  the  United  States  looked 
to  East  Florida  for  their  indemnities ;  that  they, 
would  suffer  no  Power  to  take  it,  and  would  take 
it  themselves,  either  at  the  invitation  of  the  in- 
habitants, or  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands 
of  another  JPower.    With  so  just  a  claim  on  it, 
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•and  withoat  any  adverse  claim  which,  noder  ez- 
istiog  circumstances,  is  anywise  sustainable,  more 
especiall^r  as  the  necessary  severance  of  the  Span- 
ish colonies  from  Old  Spain  is  admitted,  and  the 
known  disposition  and  interest  of  the  inhabitants 
«re  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  the  idea  of  ptir- 
'chasing  the  territory  otherwise  than  as  it  has 
been  already  more  than  paid  for  in  the  property 
wrongfully  taken  from  the  citizens  of  the  United 
•States,  does  not  merit,  and  has  not  received,  a 
tnoment's  consideration  here.  You  will,  there- 
fore, discountenance  the  idea  everywhere  and  in 
every  shape. 

You  will  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  my  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Serrurier  on  the  subject 
of  a  vessel  called  the  Balaou  No.  5,  (formerly 
the  Exchange,)  bearing  a  commission  from  the 
Emperor  of  France,  lately  libelled  in  the  District 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  Pennsylvania. 
The  decision  of  that  court  was  in  favor  of  a  dis- 
charge of  the  vessel.  An  appeal  was  taken  from 
it  to  the  Circuit  Court,  by  which  the  sentence 
was  reversed.  The  cause  was  then  carried  by 
appeal,  at  the  instance  of  the  Government,  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  where  it 
.is  now  depending.  The  whole  process  in  favor 
of  the  French  Government  is  conducted  on  the 
part  of,  and  at  the  expense  of.  the  United  States, 
without,  however,  making  themselves  a  party 
to  it. 

This  vessel  is  one  of  those  that  were  seized  un- 
der the  Rambouillet  decree.  The  French  Gov- 
ernment took  her  into  service,  as  appears  by  the 
documents  in  po.ssession  of  the  commandant,  and 
sent  her  with  despatches  to  some  distant  quarter. 
Bb«  came  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  as  it  is 
said,  in  distress.  She  having. on  board  a  cargo, 
distress  may  have  been  a  pretext.  As  this  Gov- 
ernment denies  the  justice  of  the  Rambouillet 
decree,  has  remonstrated  against,  and  expects  an 
indemnity  for  losses  under  it,  you  will  be  sensible 
of  the  delicacy  and  difficulty  which  it  has  expe- 
rienced in  interfering  in  any  respect  in  the  case. 
To  take  the  vessel  from  the  court,  and,  of  course, 
from  the  owner,  and  restore  her  to  the  French 
Consul  or  other  agent,  even  if  under  any  circum- 
stances lawful,  would  have  excited  universal  dis- 
content. I  cannot  dismiss  this  subject  without 
remarking,  that  if  the  Government  of  France 
had  not  violated  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
by  the  Rambouillet  decree,  this  case  would  not 
have  occurred ;  and  that  it  is  painful  to  see  a 
question  connected  with  the  public  law  originate 
under  such  circumstances. 

The  public  vessel  which  takes  these  despatches 
to  you  has  others  for  our  Charge  d'Affaires  at 
London.  After  landing  Mr.  Biddle,  who  is  the 
bearer  of  yours,  at  some  port  in  France,  she  wHl 
proceed  immediately  to  the  English  coast,  and 
land  Mr.  Tayloe,  the  messenger  who  is  charged 
with  those  for  London.  It  is  expected  that  she 
will  be  subject  toa  short  delay  only  on  the  English 
coast,  and  that  your  despatches  will  be  prepared 
for  her  on  her  return  to  France.    It  is  highly  im- 

f»ortaut  to  this  Government  to  obtain  without  de- 
ay,  or  rather  with  the  greatest  possible  despatch, 


correct  information  from  you  and  from  oar  Cbar;^ 
d'Afiaires  at  London,  of  the  policy  adopted,  and 
the  measures  which  have  been  already  taken  on 
the  important  interests  depending  with  each  Gtot- 
ernment.  on  which  you  have  been  respectively 
instructed.  A  short  detention  of  the  vessel  for 
an  obvious  and  useful  purpose, as  intimated  here- 
tofore, will  not  be  be  objected  to;  but  such  a  de- 
lay as  has  oo  some  occasions  occurred  is  utterly 
inadmissible.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc 

Extract — Mr.  Barlow  to  the  Secretary  of  8tat«. 

Paris,  Decemker  31,  ISll. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last,  (November  21,)  I 
have  bad  many  interviews  with  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Relations.  I  have  explained  severtl 
points,  and  urged  every  argument  for  as  speedf 
an  answer  to  my  note  of  the  10th  as  its  very 
serious  importance  would  allow.  He  alwavs 
treats  the  subject  with  apparent  candor  and  sofi- 
citude,  seems  anxious  to  eaiji  information,  declares 
that  neither  he  nor  the  Emperor  bad  before  un- 
derstood American  affairs  in  the  light  in  which 
they  now  appear,  and  always  assures  me  that  he 
is  nearly  ready  with  his  answer. 

But  he  says  the  Emperor's  taking  so  long  a 
time  to  consider  it  and  make  up  his  decision  is 
not  without  reason,  for  it  opens  a  wide  field  for 
meditation  on  very  interesting  matters.  He  says 
the  Emperor  has  read  the  note  repeatedly  and 
with  great  attention ;  that  he  told  him  the  reason- 
ing in  it  was  every  where  just,  and  the  concia- 
sions  undeniable ;  but  to  reconcile  its  principles 
with  his  continental  system  presented  difficulties 
not  easy  to  remove. 

From  what  the  Emperor  told  me  himself  it 
the  last  diplomatic  audience,  and  from  a  variety 
of  hints  and  other  ciroumstknces  remarked  amonj^ 
the  people  about  his  person,  I  have  been  made  to 
believe  that  he  is  reallv  changing  his  system 
relative  to  our  trade,  and  that  the  answer  to  my 
note  will  be  more  satisfactory^  than  I  had  at  drst 
expected.  But  the  unexpected  and  unreaaooable 
delay  has  almost  discouraged  me  of  late^ 

I  am  extremely  anxious  to  despatch  the  frigate, 
and,  had  I  imaeiaed  the  delay  would  have  beea 
so  great,  I  would  not  have  ordered  her  to  reiara 
afier  landing  Mr.  Russell  in  England.  There  is^ 
honrever,  a  kind  of  consolation  thus  far ;  the  cap- 
tain writes  me  that  had  she  been  ready  to  sail 
three  weeks  ago,  the  weather  has  been  such  ever 
since  that  she  could  not  have  left  the  port  by  this 
time. 

1  hope,  and  am  pretty  certain  now,  that  I  shall 
despatch  a  messenger  to  Mr.  Morris  in  five  or  sii 
days  at  latest. 

I  send  this  by  Mr.  Odin,  of  Boston,  by  way  of 
England.  Ihave  given  him  a  passport,  as  bearer 
of  despatches,  and  he  goes  by  Morlaix  without  ex- 
pense to  the  United  States. 

Extract— Mr.  Baiiow  to  the  Secretary  of  SUte. 

Pabis,  December  31,  ISII. 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  send  you  the  answer 
of  the  Duke  of  Bassano  to  my  note  of  the  10th 
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f  Norember,  accompanied  with  a  triplicate  copy 
if  that  note. 

This  answer,  if  understood  in  its  most  liberal 
ense,  may  doubtless  be  considered  full  and  satis- 
aciory,  as  a  basis  for  the  future  commercial  re- 
asons between  the  two  countries;  for  we  can 
.sk  nothing  better  than  a  perfect  reciprocity  of 
drantages  in  those  relations.  But  although  an 
fficial  declaration  of  the  Emperor's  intention 
od  readiness  to  conclude  a  treaty  on  such  prin- 
iples  may  be  fairly  taken  as  an  adoption  of  the 
riociples,  yet,  considering  the  irritation  of  the 
ttblic  mind  in  the  United  States  arising  from  re- 
eot  injuries,  and  the  difficulty  with  which  it  can 
e  brought  to  believe  in  a  chanj^e  of  system  so 
addenly  adopted  and  so  vaguely  announced,  I 
dought  it  best  to  obtain,  if  possible,  a  more  pre- 
ise  declaration  as  to  certain  points  which  had 
reated  so  nauch  difficulty. 

Accordingly  I  asked  an  interview  with  the 
)uke  for  the  28ih.  I  went  to  him  on  that  day 
rith  a  paper  in  my  hand,  of  which  I  here  enclose 
translation. 

My  intention  was  to  induce  him  to  sign  that 
eper,  or  the  principles  it  contained,  either  in  its 
resent  foriB  or  such  other  form  as  he  might  deem 
lore  consonant  with  the  dignity  of  his  Govern- 
lent,  such  as  putting  them  into  the  answer  to  a 
nter  which  I  might  write  him,  if  he  should  think 
lat  the  most  eligible  method. 

After  we  had  read  over  the  paper  together,  and 
bad  explained  the  motive  of  my  proposition, 
e  replied  that  every  one  of  those  principles  was 
dopted  by  the  Emperor,  and  would  enter  into 
le  treaty,  and  therefore  it  would  be  useless  to 
DDounce  them  in  a  separate  declaration.  I  en- 
earored  to  convince  him  of  the  advantages  that 
rould  result  to  France,  as  well  as  to  the  United 
lutes,  from  ah  immediate  restoration  of  confi- 
ence  among  the  American  merchants.  The  great 
rant  of  flour  in  France  as  veil  as  Spain,  and  the 
ccomulation  of  French  produce  perishing  on 
and  for  want  of  foreign  commerce,  were  suffix 
lent  reasons  for  seizing  the  first  occasion,  not 
iconsistent  with  the  Emperor's  general  system, 
>r  giving  activity  to  neutral  capital  in  the  ports 
f  the  empire. 

He  then  copied  the  heads  of  my  paper,  and  said 
e  would  lay  the  proposition  before  the  Emperor, 
Qd  give  me  an  answer  the  next  day.  I  did  not, 
owever,  get  this  answer  till  last  nigh  t.  He  then 
ivited  me  to  an  interview,  and,  after  reading 
Ter  the  paper  as  before,  and  commenting  on 
irery  clause,  he  declared  the  Emperor's  decision 
recisely  to  the  following  effect :  "  It  is  not  pro- 
er  for  me  to  sign  this  declaration  ;  but  you  may 
otify  it  to  your  Government,  word  for  word,  as 
1  it  were  signed  ;  for  the  principles  are  all  adopt- 
d,  and  from  this  day  forward  they  will  be  in 
peration.  I  have  given  the  order  to  the  chief 
f  the  Customsfor  what  concerns  his  department; 
be  Court  of  Prizes  is  ordered  to  expedite  its 
art  of  the  business,  and  I  shall  instruct  the  Con- 
uls  to  gire  the  certificates  of  origin.'  But  you 
nil  observe  this  regards  only  the  produce  of  the 
Inited  States.    Colonial  produce  cannot  for  (be 


present  be  admitted  even  in  a  French  vessel,  on 
a  simple  certificate  of  origin,  without  a  special 
license." 

I  then  desired  him  to  cause  one  more  order  to 
be  jg^iven  from  the  proper  department  to  the  effect 
of  repressing  the  rapacity  of  privateers.  The 
Bmperor  owed  it  to  his  own  dignity  to  order  his 
courts  to  subject  at  least  to  cost  and  damages  the 
owners  of  such  privateers  as  should  capture  inno- 
cent ships  Avithout  a  pretext,  a  business  that  was 
long  known  to  be  carried  on,  as  well  it  might  be 
under  the  present  system  of  certain  impunity, 
with  the  sure  prospect  of  a  great  deal  of  partial 
plunder,  and  the  hope  of  an  advantageous  com- 
promise with  the  claimants.  He  acknowledged 
that  something  ought  to  be  done  in  the  case. 

His  observation  on  colonial  produce  induced  me 
tobrinp^  up  again  the  subject  of  special  licenses, 
repeatmg  what  I  had  often  stated  before,  the  just 
objection  that  the  President  had  instructed  me  to 
insist  upon  against  that  system.  He  said  that  if 
the  President  desired  it,  it  should  be  discontinued  ; 
but  they  had  not  yet  been  able  to  find  a  substi- 
tute. He  declared  to  me,  as  he  had  often  done 
before,  that  the  Emperor  would  do  anything  on 
this  subject  that  should  be  most  agreeable  to  the 
United  States,  provided  it  did  not  open  a  door 
to 'the  introduction  of  English  produce. 

He  always  insists  upon  it  that  the  special  li- 
censes are  a  clear  advantage,  as  far  as  they  go,  to 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United 
States.  The  system  is  an  extension  of  fevor  to 
them,  inasmuch  as  it  relafxes  the  principle  of  the 
French  navigation  act,  which  confines  the  car- 
rying trade  of  the  colonies  to  French  ships. 
'  He  added  that  the  Emperor  did  not  pretend 
that  this  was  out  of  pure  friendship  for  the  Amer- 
icans. "  We  have  need  of  coffee  and  sugar.  We 
can  get  our  supply  in  this  way ;  but  if  you  can 
point  out  another  that  shall  be  more  agreeable  to 
the  President  without  giving  us  the  produce  of 
Eofflish  colonies,  we  shall  adopt  it." 

Thus  I  think,  sir,  you  have  the  whole  idea  be- 
fore you.  And  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  your 
further  instructions  on  the  subject. 

Should  it  be  the  intention  of  the  President  that 
I  should  proceed  in  the  treaty  of  commerce,  it 
will  be  necessary  likewise  to  give  me  instructions. 
as  precise  as  may  be,  on  all  the  essential  points 
that  you  wish  to  enter  into  it. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Barlow's  letter  of  Slst  December.] 

The  Duke  of  Bassano  to  Mr.  Barlow. 

Paris,  jDecem^er  21, 1811. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  to  you  that 
His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  by  a  decision  of  the 
12ih  of  this  month,  has  ordered  to  be  placed  at 
the  disposition  of  their  Government  twenty-three 
Americans,  whom  the  town  of  Dantzic  had,  by 
mistake,  comprised  in  a  levy  of  sailors  it  had  to 
furnish  to  France.  These  sailors  had  been  sent, 
to  Antwerp,  and  afterwards  to^  Rochefort ;  and 
these  successive  removals  having  rendered  im- 
practicable the  immediate  proof  of  their  citizen- 
ship, every  decision  on  that  subject  was  necessa- 
rily deferred.    The  usage  is  to  deliver  to  the  near* 
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est  CoDsaL  those  who  are  claimed  by  his  Qovern- 
meat ;  therefore,  the  twenty -three  American  sail- 
ors could  not  be  sent  directly  from  Rochefort  to 
Cherbourg  as  you  desired,  but  the  Minister  of 
Marine  has  directed  the  Maritime  Prefect  of 
Rochefort  to  have  them  struck  off  the  rolls,  and 
to  send  them  to  Roc  he  tie,  there  to  be  put  at  the 
disposition  of  the  Consul  of  the  United  States. 

I  hasten,  sir,  to  apprize  you  of  this,  and  I  have 
the  honor  to  renew  the  assurance  of  my  high  con- 
sideration. 

THE  DUKE  OF  BASSANO. 

fReferred  to  in  Mr.  Barlow's  letter  of  3 let  December.] 
The  Duke  of  Bassano  to  Mr.  Barlow. 

Paris,  December  27, 1811. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, has  laid  before  His  Majesty  the  CImperor 
and  King  the  note  which  Mr.  Barlow,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
addressed  to  him  on  the  10th  of  last  month. 

If^  since  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  of  Ber- 
lin and  Milan,  the  commerce  between  France 
and  the  United  States  has  had  but  little  activity, 
the  cause  must  be  sought  for  in  the  outrages 
which  the  British  Government  has  exercised 
against  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  against 
the  French  flag,  and  in  the  cruises  (croisiires) 
which  it  has  established  on  the  ocean,  and  on  the 
Mediterranean,  on  the  coast  of  France,  and  on 
those  of  America. 

The  undersigned  has  in  his  bureau  a  memoran- 
dum of  a  great  number  of  American  vessels  taken 
at  the  entrance  of  the  rivers  of  France ;  and  the 
English  papers  every  day  mention  that  these  ves- 
sels are  condemned  and  delivered  up  to  the  cap- 
tors, for  having  violated  the  blockade  of  1806,  or 
other  orders  of  the  British  Council. 

Those  American  vessels  which  have  escaped 
the  enemy,  and  have  entered  the  ports  of  France, 
have  sold  their  merchandise  to  advantage;  have 
taken  return  cargoes,  and  realized  a  profit  on  them, 
notwithstanding  the  enormous  insurance  they 
have  been  obliged  to  pay  on  account  of  ihe  risk 
they  run  from  British  cruisers. 

If  the  flaff  of  the  United  States  was  respected, 
if  it  enjoyed  the  rights  guarantied  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  neutrals  by  the  law  which  has  existed 
from  time  immemorial  on  this  subject,  and  of 
which  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  has  specially  recog- 
nised the  principles,  the  commerce  between  the 
two  countries  would  have  its  Aill  development, 
and  the  relations  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  with  the  empire  would  open  to  their  ac- 
tivity sources  of  considerable  profit. 

In  fact,  the  tariflf  of  the  5th  of  August  estab- 
lished duties  which  are  paid  by  the  consumers, 
and  which  can  have  no  other  influence  than  on 
the  price  of  the  articles.  The  duties  of  two  hun- 
dred or  three  hundred  per  cent.,  laid  in  England 
on  wines,  on  teas,  and  on  many  other  articles  for 
a  long  time  past,  are,  in  like  manner,  nothing 
more  than  duties  of  consumption,  which  have  no 
other  efiect  than  to  raise  the  price,  without  in  any 
manner  injuring  the  commerce  in  them. 

The  merc;hants  of  the  United  States  are  not 


subjected  in  France  to  an?  dnties,  or  to  any  obli- 
gations that  are  not  equally  imposed  on  French  ' 
commerce,  of  which  they  moreover  partake  all 
the  advantages.  And  whilst, in  the  United  Siatei. 
cargoes  imported  in  French  vessels  pay  ten  per 
cent,  more  than  if  they  had  been  imported  in 
American  vessels,  the  flag  of  the  United  Stain 
is  treated  in  France  as  the  Imperial  flag. 

Nevertheless,  a  treaty  of  commerce,  bottomed 
on  the  principle  of  a  perfect  reciprocity, coald  Dot 
fail  to  be  entirely  advantageous  to  both  couq- 
tries.  The  undersigned  is  authorized  to  aegoii- 
ate,  conclude,  and  sign  such  a  treatv.  It  is  witii 
a  lively  satisfaction  that  he  makes  known  to  tbe 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  tbe 
intentions  ofHis  Majesty  on  this  imporuot  object. 
The  United  States  will  be  entirely  satisfied  od  tie 
pending  questions,  {queationa  actueUea^)  and  there 
will  be  no  obstacle  to  their  obtaining  the  adraa- 
tages  they  have  in  view,  if  they  succeed  in  mt- 
kioj?  their  fla^  safe. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr- 
Barlow,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  tbe  Uaiieti 
States,  the  assurances  ot  his  htsrh  consideratioo. 

THE  DUKE  OF  BASSANO. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Barlow's  despatch  of  December  31.] 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Uoiteti 
States  and  the  undersized  Minister  of  Foreign 
Relations,  being  respectively  authorized  and  oov 
ready  to  negotiate  and  conclude  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  the  two  countries,  and  as  sereral 
months  must  elapse  before  such  a  treaty  cao  be 
completed  and  ratified,  during  which  time  their 
commercial  interests  may  suffer  loss  from  the  qq- 
certainly  now  existing  in  the  United  States  rela- 
tive to  certain  points  that  are  intended  to  enter 
into  that  treaty,  the  undersigned  declares  it  to  be 
the  Emperor's  pleasure,  that,  in  this  interTal,  tbe 
commerce  of  tne  United  States,  in  their  ow& 
produce  and  that  of  the  French  colonies,  siiail  be 
free  in  his  ports;  that  is  to  say,  the  formalities 
necessary  to  prove  the  property  and  origin  of  the 
goods  shall  be  as  simple  and  ezpeditioos  as  tiie 
nature  of  the  cases  will  permit. 

^o  cause  whatever  shall  warrant  the  capture 
or  detention  of  an  American  vessel  at  sea,  or  her 
seizure  in  a  French  port,  or  in  any  other  port,  by 
French  authority,  but  a  well-grounded  suspicion 
of  forgery  in  her  papers. 

No  other  papers  shall  be  required  but  the  pass* 
port  and  clearance  by  the  American  authorities, 
and  a  certificate  of  origin  by  a  French  Coasal ; 
and  the  French  Consuls  in  the  United  Sutesare 
ordered  to  give  such  certificates. 

His  Majesty  will  cause  the  liberation  of  all  the 
remaining  ships  and  cargoes,  now  in  his  ports, 
belonging  to  American  citizens,  as  fast  as  ihene* 
cessary  inquiries  now  going  on  shall  prove  them 
to  be  such* 


Mr.  Barlow  to  the  Secretaiy  ofSute. 

Paris,  January  4, 1812. 
Sir  :  Though  Mr.  Morris  has  been  gone  thirtf 
six  hours,  I  send  this  by  the  mail,  to  take  its 
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baoce  of  reaching  Cherbourg  before  the  sailing 
f  the  frigate,  jast  to  sav  that  Mr.  Biddle.  the 
lessenger  bv  the  Hornet,  has  reached  me.  I  have 
carcely  had  time  to  open  the  packets,  bat  shall 
ose  no  tinae  in  obeying  your  instructions,  as  far 
9 1  am  able,  as  soon  as  I  find  what  they  are  ;  and 
hope  not  to  detain  the  Hornet  after  her  return 
rom  England. 

With  great  respect  and  attachment  your  obe- 
lent  servant,  J.  BARLOW. 

The  Hon.  the  Secretabt  of  State* 


The  Puke  of  Basmao  to  Mr.  Barlovr. 

Paris,  Jcmuary  8, 1812. 

Sir:  Yon  did  me, the  honor  to  apprize  me,  on 
he  15th  of  December,  that  a  certain  number  of 
Americans,  making  part  of  the  crews  of  different 
essels  captured  and  carried  into  our  ports,  found 
bemselves  detained  in  France  as  prisoners  of 
trar.  £?idence  taken  on  their  persons,  and  on 
»oard  the  vessels  in  whieh  they  served,  denotes 
hat  eiffht  among  them  have  been  seized  under  a 
leutraiflag;  those  named  Joel  Wicker,  Judah 
^wifi.  and  Herman  Dickenson,  served  on  board 
he  American  ship  Friendship  $  Littleton  Addi- 
m,  William  Banks.  Martin  Kelly,  and  Richard 
filler,  belonged  to  the  American  ship  Spanish 
Udy ;  and  John  Beadley  to  the  Pappenburg  ves- 
>el,  the  Catharine, 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  upon  tha  report 
whieh  I  have  presented  to  him,  has  ordered  that 
these  eight  seamen,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
»ases  of  the  capture  of  their  vessels,  be  placed 
it  the  disposition  of  their  Government. 

The  ancient  decisions  applicable  to  all  seamen 
making  part  of  the  crew  of  an  enem^r  vessel, 
whatever  may  be  their  cifizenship  (tuUionalUi) 
do  not  permit  to  be  extended  to  Americaa  sea-* 
men,  found  undersuch  circumstances, the  friendly 
measure  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
yoa. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consid- 
eration, d&c. 

THE  DUKE  OF  BABSANO. 
Extiact— Mr.  Barlow  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale. 

Paris,  January  28^  1812. 

In  consequence  of  the  note  of  the  Minister  of 
roreigo  Relations,  fof  which  I  had  the  honor  of 
sending  you  a  copy  by  the  frisate,  and  now  send 
aoother  cop^,)  announcing  that  he  was  author- 
ized to  negotiate  and  sign  a  treaty  of  commerce  on 
pnaciples  of  perfect  reciprocity,  I  had  some  per- 
^nal  conferences  with  him  on  the  nature  of 
^^ose  principles.  I  then  drew  up  the  project  of  a 
treaty  and  sent  it  to  him  on  the  17th  instant. 

I  have  reason  to  presume  that,  in  a  short  time, 
^y  three  or  four  weeks,  the  work  may  be  finished, 
aad  the  treaty  ready  to  be  .submitted  to  the  Presi- 
ueot.  This  being  a  matter  of  so  much  importance 
^^  itself,  so  essential,  when  finished,  to  have  it 
despatched  as  soon  as  possible,  by  the  safest  and 
'l^iftest  conveyance,  and  so  improbable  that  at 
^he  time  contemplated  I  shall  be  able  to  find  any 
s«ch  conveyance  but  by  a  public  ship,  that  I  have 
coacluded  to  detain  the  Hornet. 


Having  ventured  on  this  resolution,  I  am  now 
anxious  to  impart  it  to  you,  with  the  copies  above 
mentioned,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  for  this  pu^' 
nose  I  seno  the  Hornet  with  this  despatch  to  Eng^* 
land,  desiring  Mr.  Russell  to  forward  it  with  sucn 
expedition  and  safety  as  may  be  in  his  power,  as 
none  can  be  had  at  present  from  this  country. 

The  afiair  of  the  Acastus,  now  terminated, 
will  be  at  least  one  more  proof  that  the  obnox- 
ious decrees  are  in  good  faith  annulled. 

The  ship  Acastus,  Captain  Cottle,  loaded  with 
tobacco,  and  bonnd  from  Norfolk  to  Tonningen, 
was  boarded  by  an  English  frigate,  and  afterwards 
taken  by  a  French  privateer  and  brought  into  F6* 
camp,  for  the  fact  of  having  been  thus  boarded. 
As  soon  as  the  Emperor  was  informed  of  this,  by 
my  letter  of  the  2d  of  December  to  the  Duke  of 
Bas.sano,  he  ordered  the  ship  and  cargo  to  be  re- 
stored to  her  owner ;  all  of  which  I  have  had  the- 
honor  to  state  to  you,  and  I  now  state  it  to  Mr. 
Russell. 


Extract— Mr.  Barlow  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State. 

Paris,  February  8, 1612. 

Having  an  opportunity  to  send  to  London, 
which  cannot  be  entirely  relied  upon  for  safety, 
r  shall  do  little  more  than  send  you  a  copy  of  my 
last  despatch. 

Since  its  date  I  have  had  several  conversations 
with  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  relative  to 
the  progress  of  the  treaty.  He  is  at  work  upon 
it,  and  probably  in  good  earnest ;  but  the  discus- 
sions with  Russia,  and  the  other  affairs  of  this 
continent,  give  him  and  the  Emperor  so  much 
occupation,  that  I  cannot  count  upon  their  getting 
on  very  fast  with  ours. 

But  he  endeavors  to  assure  me  that  it  shall  not 
suffer  much  delay,  and  that  most  of  the  essential 
points  that  I  insist  upon  will  be  agreed  to.  These 
declarations,  however,  are  not  sufficiently  precise 
to  be  relied  upon. 

The  Hornet  sailed  from  Cherbourg  the  1st  of 
FebriMry,  and  may  be  expected  back  in  a  few 
days. 

Extract^Mr.  Bariow  to  the  Secretary  of  Sute. 

March  3, 1812. 

The  Horaet  returned  to  Cherbourg  the  second 
time  about  the  15th  of  February,  where  she  yet 
remains,  and  where  I  am  under  the  painful  ne- 
cessity of  detaining  her  still  longer,  or  of  sending 
her  home  without  the  treaty.  The  alternative  is 
disagreeable,  but  I  do  not  hesitate  under  all  cir- 
cumstancesj  to  detain  her.  It  is  in  the  hope  that 
we  shall  bring  the  afiair  to  a  conclusion,  in  time 
for  her  to  arrive  with  the  treaty,  before  Congress 
will  adjourn. 

Be  assured  that  I  spare  no  pains  and  omit  no 
argument  in  urging  forward  this  business. 

Mr.  Russell  has  written  me  again  for  additional 
proof  of  the  removal  of  the  decrees.  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  my  answer  to 
him  of  yesterday,  which  I  shall  send  by  the  samo 
ship  that  takes  this  despatch,  (the  Neptune,  of 
New  York.)    The  Captain,  Hopkins,  has  pro- 
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QkUed  to  put  the  messenfer,  Mr.  Frean,  of  South 
CaroliDa,  on  shore  ia  EogUDd,  without  expense 
to  the  Goverameot. 

[Referred  ta  in  Mr.  Bartow's  despatch  of  March  8.] 

Mr.  Barlow  to  Mr.  RasseO. 

March  2, 1812. 
It  seems  from  a  Tariety  of  documeote  that  I 
have  seen,  and,  among  others,  the  decbion  of  Sir 
'  William  Scott,  in  the  case  of  the  ship  Fox,  that 
the  British  GoTernment  requires  more  proof  of 
the  effectual  revocation,  by  ihe  French  Govern- 
ment, of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. .  Though 
it  b  not  easj  to  perceive  what  purpose  such  addi- 
tional proof  is  to  answer,  either  for  obtaining  jus- 
tice, or  for  showing  why  it  is  refused,  yet  1  here- 
with send  you  a  few  eases  in  addition  to  what 
have  already  been  furnished. 

Amone  those  I  believe  you  will  find  such  as 
will  touch  every  point  that  was  contemplated  in 
those  decrees,  to  prove  them  all  to  have  been  re- 
moved. If  not.  and  still  further  proof  after  this 
should  be  deemed  necessary,  I  can  doubtless  fur- 
nish it ;  for  the  subject  is  not  exhausted,  though 
your  patience  may  be. 

Ist.  The  schooner  Fly,  Adams,  of  and  from 
New  York,  loaded  with  cotton,  sugar  and  coffee, 
.  bound  to  St.  Petersburg,  taken  by  an  English 
cruiser^  and  carried  into  Cowes,  thence  released, 
came  into  Havre,  declared  the  facts  as  above, 
entered,  sold  her*car^o,  reloaded  with  French 
goods,  and  departed  without  molestation, 

2d.  The  brig  Anna  Maria,  of  and  from  New 
York,  D.Campbell,  master,  bound  to  a  port  in 
France,  loaded  with  pot-ash,  cotton,  and  staves, 
pat  into  Falmouth,  then  came  to  Morlaix,  enter- 
ed, sold,  bought,  reloaded,  and  departed,  as  above. 
.  3d,  The  ship  Neptune,  Hopkins,  bound  from 
London  to  Charleston,  in  ballast,  taken,  brought 
into  Dieppe,  restored  by  a  decree  of  the  Emperor, 
and  departed  again  in  ballast. 

4th.  Ship  Marquis  de  Someruelos,  with  indipfo. 
fish,  and  cotton,  bound  fo  Civita  Vecchia,  boarded 
by  a  British  frigate,  arrived  at  her  port,  declared 
the  fact,  entered,  sold,  and  is  now  reloading  for 
the  United  States. 

5th.  Ship  Phoebe,  from  Boston  to  Civita  Tec- 
chia,  colonial  produce,' boarded  as  above,  arrived, 
entered,  sold,  and  is  now  reloading  for  departure. 
6th,  Ship  Recovery,  from  Boston,  with  pepper, 
boarded,  arrived,  entered,  and  treated  as  above  at 
the  same  place ;  now  selling  her  cargo. 

7th.  Brig  Star,  bound  to  Naples,  with  colonial 
produce,  taken  and  carried  into  Toulon,  for  hav- 
ing touched  at  Gibraltar,  under  pretence  of  a  vi- 
olation of  the  decrees,  and  restored  by  the  Em- 
{>eror,  on  the  express  ground  that  the  decrees  no 
ooger  existed,  as  applicable  to  the  United  States. 
It  would  be  wrong  to  allege  that  any  of  these 
vessels  were  protected  by  special  licenses.  In 
the  first  place^  only  three  of  the  seven  had  licen- 
ses ;  those  were  the  Fly,  the  Phoebe,  and  the  Re- 
covery. 2dly,  It  is  well  known  that  licenses  are 
not,  and  never  were  given  as  protections  against 
che  effects  of  those  decrees.  The  object  of  the 
licenses  given  to  vessels  of  the  United  States  is  \ 


distinctly  defined  to  be  merely  to  guard  against 
false  papers,  and  to  prove  the  regularity  of  the 
voyage.  They  are  used  only  for  colonial  prodoce; 
ana  not  at  all  for  the  produce  of  the  United  States ; 
and  we  see,  in  every  mf^tance,  that  a  vessel  loaded 
wholly  with  produce  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
ballast,  is  respected  by  the  Government  here.  At 
least,  I  know  it  has  been  so  in  every  instance  siace 
my  arrival,  in  September  last ;  and  there  have  bepD. 
I  doubt  not,  thirty  or  forty  such  vessels  in  France 
within  that  period.  But  a  vessel  loaded  with  colo- 
nial produce,  and  sailing  without  a  license,  woald 
be  certainly  confiscated,  whether  she  bad  violated 
the  supposed  decrees  or  not.  Indeed,  the  regulation 
about  licenses  is  not  a  maritime  reflation,  and 
it  has  nothing  to  do  with  i^eutral  rifhts.  It  is. 
strictly  speaking,  a  relaxation  of  the  FreDch  navi- 
gation act,  in  favor  of  such  particular  persons  as 
obtain  them,  to  enable  such  persons  to  bring  goods 
of  an  origin  foreign  to  the  United  States  into 
France. 

It  is  the  same  as  if  a  vessel  of  the  United  States 
should,  by  a^ipecial  relaxation  of  tbe  English  nav- 
igation act,  oDtain  a  license  to  bring  Brazil  sugan 
or  French  wines  into  England.  Such  a  license 
would  aurely  not  be  considered  as  a  breach,  od 
the  part  of  England,  of  our  neutral  rights ;  neither 
wonld  it  be  a  breach  of  such  rights  to  eonfisctie 
our  vessels  carrying  such  articles  into  £  nglaad 
without  a  license.  The  violation  of  the  naviga- 
tion law^  either  of  France  or  England,  is  not  a 
neutral  nght,  and  and  therefore  the  punishment 
of  such  violation  is  not  a  breach  of  neatral  right. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  be  thus  particniir 
on  this  head,  because^  in  several  instances  d urine 
the  discussion  with  the  Ministers  of  the  British 
Government,  I  have  seen  a  disposition  in  them 
to  confound  with  the  French  maritioae  decrees 
not  onlf  this  affair  of  special  license^  but  several 
regnlatioas  merely  fiscal  and  municipal,  bearing 
no  relation  to  neutral  rights  or  to  the  decrees  ia 
question. 

I  will  terminate  this  statement  by  repeating 
the  solemn  declaration  that  I  made  to  you.  in  my 
letter  to  you  of  the  30th  January,  (and  there  is  no 
impropiiety  in  tbe  repetition,  since  a  greater 
length  of  time  has  given  a  wider  scope  to  the  de- 
claration,) that,  since  my  arrival  in  September 
last,  there  has  not  been  a  single  instance  of  the 
application  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  to  an 
American  vessel  or  cargo,  and  that  I  have  not 
heard  of  their  having  been  so  applied  since  the 
Ist  of  November,  1810;  though  many  instances 
have  occurred  within  that  period  *in  which  they 
must  have  been  so  applied  had  they  been  in  vigor. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive,  probably  impossible 
to  procure,  and  certainly  insulting  to  require,  a 
mass  of  evidence  more  positive  than  this,  or  more 
conclusive  to  every  unprejudiced  mind. 

J.  BARLOW. 


Extract-^Mr.  Barlow  to  the  Secretary  of  Bute. 

Paris,  March  15, 1812. 
I  have  scarcely  been  able  to  get  an  interview 
with  the  Duke  of  Bassano  for  the  last  fifteen  days. 
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though  he  has  appointed  several.  He  has  disap- 
pointed me  in  most  of  them,  and  I  am  sure  with, 
reluctance.  Last  evening  I  obtained  a  short  au- 
dience, in  wliich  he  declared  that  his  ^reat  work 
of  this  continent  was  now  finished,  and  he  would 
be  able  after  to-morrow  to  devote  himself  very 
much  to  the  treaty  with  the  United  States,  till  it 
should  be  completed.  And  I  left  him  rather  with 
ihe  hope,  than  the  full  expectation,  that  he  will 
hare  it  in  his  power  to  keep  his  promise. 


Extract— Hr.  Bariow  to  tbe  Seoetaiy  of  8^e. 

Paris,  March  16, 1812. 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  yon,  yes- 
terday, the  Moniteur  has  come  out  with  the  9ena- 
ivs  conndtum  of  which  I  spoke.  This  I  now  en- 
close. Thia  despatch  goes  by  a  safe  hand  for 
Bordeaux,  there  to  be  confided  to  some  passenger, 
to  go  by  oneof  our  fast  sailing  schooners.  You  will 
notice  that  the  Minister  in  his  report,  says  notb*- 
iog  particular  of  the  United  States,  and  nothing 
more  precise  than  heretofore  of  the  revocation  of 
the  decrees. 

This  furnishes  an  additional  motive  for  using  all 
mj  efforts  to  get  the  treatv  through,  carrying 
with  it  an  unequivocal  stipulation  that  shall  lay 
that  qnestion  at  rest.  Its  importance  is  sorely 
sufficient  to  warrant  my  detaining  the  Hornet. 

The  Emperor  did  not  like  the  bill  we  have 
seen  before  Congress,  for  admitting  English  goods 
contracted  for  before  the  non-importation  law 
went  into  operation. 

I  was  questioned  by  the  Duke  of  Bassano  on 
tiie  bill,  with  a  good  deal  of  point,  when  it  first 
appeared ;  and  I  gave  such  clear  and  decided  ex- 
planations, as  I  thought  at  the  time  would  remove 
ali  uneasiness.  But  I  have  since  heard  that  the 
f'mperor  is  not  well  satisfied.  If  .Congress  had 
applied  its  relieving  hand  to  individual  cases 
oply,  and  on  personal  petition?;,  it  would  have  ex- 
cited  no  suspicions^ 

.  In  consequence  of  my  repeated  remonstrances 
w  cases  of  condemnation  of  American  cargoes, 
on  frivolous  or  false  pretences,  I  think  the  career 
^s  somewhat  arreeted^  and  they  now  show  a  dis- 
position to  revise  th«  judgments.  The  Betsey, 
the  Plouf^hboy.  and  the  Ant,  are  ordered  for  re- 
viBtoo.  The  belisarius  is  in  progress,  and  la 
l^Kely  to  be  liberated,  as  you  will  learn  by  th^ 
correspondentse  I  now  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
respecting  that  case. 

[Sncloaed  in  Mr.  Barlow's  despatch  of  Marcsh  16.] 
Mr.  Barlow  to  the  Duke  of  Basaano* 

FSBRfTAET  6, 1813. 

Mt  Lord:  I  understand  that  the  brig  Belisa- 
^^Q>,  of  New  York,  Captain  Loekwood,  and  her 
l^reo,  is  about  to  be  confiscated,  after  report  made 
^0  His  Majesty,  becanae  this  vessel  and  her  cargo 
are  liable  to  the  decree  of  Milan  of  the  17th  De- 
cember,  1807. 

As  1  know  positively  that  this  American  vea- 
^^  left  New  York  the  17th  of  June,  1811,  sevan 
^onths  after  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  of 
^uan  and  Berlin,  laden  with  permitted  artieka, 


the  produce  of  the  soil  of  the  Utfited  States,  I  am 
unable  to  account  for  this  decision,  without  attri- 
buting it  to  aft  error  of  date  committed  in  the  re- 
Eort,  m  which  it  is  possible  that  the  year  1810 
as  been  taken  for  the  year  1811. 
I  take  the  liberty,  therefore,  to  submit  this  re- 
mark to  your  Bxeellency,  well  persuaded,  if  there 
has  been  an  error  in  the  report,  the  justice  of  His 
Majesty  will  order  a  revision  of  the  affiiir. 
I  pray  your  Excellency,  Ac. 

JOEL  BARLOW. 
His  Exc'y  the  Dukb  or  Babsaho,  dbo. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Barlow's  despatch  of  March  16.] 
Mr.  Barlow  -to  the  Bake  of  Bassano. . 

Paris,  March  13, 1818. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United' States,  haa  the  honor  to  transmit, 
herewith  enclosed,  to  His  Elxeelleacy  the  Duke 
of  Bassano,  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  copies 
of  the  protests  of  Thomas  Hold  en.  master  of  the 
American  brig  Dolly,  of  New  York^  and  Stephen 
Bavard,  master  of  the  American  ship  Telemph, 
of  New  York,  by  which  His  Excellency  will  learn 
that  these  vessels  have  been  met  with  at  sea  by  Hia^ 
Imperial  and  Royal  Majesty's  ship  the  Medusa, 
Captain  Ravel,  and  the  Nymph,  Captain  Plasma w, 
who,  after  having  plundefc^d  them  of  a  part  of 
their  cargoes,  destroyed  the  remainder  by  burning 
the  ships. 

It  is  a  pi^inful  task  to  th^  undersigned  to  be 
obliged  so  frequently  to  call  the  attention  of  His 
Exoellency  to  such  lawless  depredations.  It  ap- 
pears to  him  that,  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  out* 
rages  on  the  part  of  the  beUi|;erent6.  ofwhich  the 
United  States  have  such  great  and  just  reason  to 
complain,  there  are  none  more  vexatious  and  rep* 
rehensible  than  this. 

Upon  what  ground  can  such  spoliations  be  jus- 
tified ?  Will  tt  be  alleged  that  the  destruction  of 
these  vessels  was  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  carrying  information  to  the  enemy,  and 
thereby  endanger  the  safety  of  these  frigates  uptm 
a  tracklesa  ocean  1  This  would  be  a  poor  defence. 
After  boarding  these  peaceful  traders,  they  mig[ht 
easily  have  led  their  course  South,  when  they  in- 
tended to  go  North.  They  could  even  have 
maintained  their  assumed  character  of  British 
ships,  under  which,  it  seems,  they  began  the  com- 
mission of  these  flagraant  acts,  and  thus  have 
{irevented  all  information  of  their  cruising  in  those 
atitudes. 

Bat  It  appears  that  plunder,  and  not  safety,  was 
the  object  for  which  they  have  thus  disgraced 
the.Imperial  flag.  For  His  Excellency  will  prob- 
ably have  learned  from  Brest,  where  the  frigates 
entered,  that  the  twenty  boxes  of  spices  and  other 
articles  taken  from  the  Telegraph  were  smuggled 
on  shore,  and,  it  is  said,  were  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  equipage  of  the  Medusa. 

Thus  is  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  seized,  condemned,  and  sold,  by  the  officers 
in  the  Imperial  navy,  who  become  at  once  cap*  . 
tors,  judges,  and  venders  of  (he  property  of  unof- 
fending neutrals.  Such  disgraceful  violations  of 
every  principle  on  which  natioaa  coaaent  to  Uve 
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in  peace  ought  never  to  go  unpunished,  andySureLy, 
in  this  case  they  wiii  not. 

The  undersigned,  therefore^  most  earnestly 
calls  on  His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Relations,  as  the  official  guardian  of  public  riffht, 
to  lay  a  sti^tement  of  this  outrage  before  His  Ma- 
jesty, in  such  a  point  of  view  as  shall  produce  a 
speedy  compensation  to  the  captains  Holden  and 
Bayard,  and  the  owners  of  the  ships  and  cargoes, 
for  the  losses  they  have  sustained ;  ^and  His  Ma- 
jesty will  doubtless  take  measures  to  avenge  the 
dignitv  and  signalize  the  justice  of  his  Go ^m- 
ment  by  punishing  such  a  crime  in  a  manner  to 
prevent  its  repetition. 

The  valuation  of  the  Dolly  and  her  car^o,  and 
of  the  Telegraph  and  her  cargo,  is  herewith  en- 
closed ;  the  delay  in  obtaininff  these  valuations 
has  retarded  for  some  weeks  the  presentation  of 
this  letter ;  and  the  undersigned  cannot  but  in- 
dulge the  hope  that  His  Excellency  will  now  give 
as  early  attention  to  the  whole  of  the  case  as  its 
importance  manifestly  demands. 

The  undersigned  begs  His  Excellency,  ^. 

JOEL  BARLOW. 

[Bnclosed  in  Mr.  Barlow's  despatch  of  March  16.] 
The  Duke  of  Bassano  to  Mr.  Barlow. 

PARIS;  March  15, 1812. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that 
the  case  of  the  ship  Belisarius  was  terminated, 
and  that  I  had  advised  the  Minister  of  Commerce 
of  the  intentions  of  His  Majesty. 

It  having  been  ascertained,  on  the  first  exami- 
ination  of  this  affair,  that  the  owttership'(fe  pottr> 
compte)  of  a  great  part  of  the  cargo  was  norm-oven; 
and  this  irregularity,  as  well  as  the  insufficiency 
of  the  papers  on  board,  being  a  formal  oontraven- 
tion  of  the  rules  of  navigation  generally  adopted 
and  established  at  all  times,  the  decision  to  wnich 
this  part  of  the  cargo  might  be  liable  had  at  first 
extended  beyond  it.  But  on  a  circumstantial  re- 
port, which  I  had  the  honor  of  presenting  to  the 
Emperor,  His  Majesty,  who  likes  to  carry  into 
the  examination  of  all  the  affairs  on  which  you 
address  me  friendly  dispositions,  has  ordered  that 
the  difiierent  questions  which  were  submitted  to 
him  should  be  separated,  to  the  end  that  a  decision 
may  be  had  in  ttie  first  place  on  those  which  pre- 
sent themselves  under  tne  most  favorable  aspect. 

In  consequence,  sir,  the  Teasel  and  the  part  of 
the  cargo  of  which  the  ownership  (fepoitr-oompfe) 
is  proven,  will  be  given  up  to  the  proprietors ; 
and  as  to  the  other  articles  of  the  carvo,  which 
are  not  accompanied  with  the  same  kind  of  proof, 
the  necessary  time  and  facilities  will  be  given  to 
establish  the  fact  of  their  being  American  prop- 
erty, conformably  to  the  ancient  rules. 

Acccept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  hisrh  consid- 
eration. THE  DUKE  OP  BASSANO. 


Extract— Mr.  Barlow  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Paris,  Afml  32, 1812. 
I  am  obliged  at  last  to  dismiss  the  Hornet  with- 
out the  expected  treaty,  which  I  should  have  re- 
gMtted  more  than  I  do,  if  your  despatches,  which 


I  have  had  the  honor  to  reoeive  by  the  Wasp,  had 
not  somewhat  abated  my  zeal  in  that  work. 

It  really  appeared  to  me  that  the  advanugesof 
such  a  treaty  as  I  have  sketched  would  be'verT 
great,  and  especially  if  it  could  be  concluded  soon. 

It  is  true  tnat  our  claims  of  indemnity  forpasi 
spoliations  should  be  heard,  examined,  and  satis- 
fied, which  operation  should  precede  the  oew 
treaty,  or  ao  haud  in  hand  in  it.  This  is  dull 
work,  hara  to  begin  and  difficult  to  porsae.  1 
urged  it  a  long  time  without  the  effect  eyen  of 
an  oral  answer.  But  lately  they  have  cooseotcd 
to  give  it  a  dtaeussion ;  and  the  Minister  assam 
me  that  something  shall  be  done  to  aileace  the 
complaints,  and  on  principles  that  be  says  oogbc 
to  be  satisfactory.  I  shall  not  venture  to  detaio 
the  Wasp  more  than  two  or  three  weeks,  and  1 
hope  by  that  time  to  have  aomething  decisireto 
forward  by  her. 

From  some  expressions  in  your  letters.  I  amis 
hopes  of  receiving  soon  some  more  precise  ia- 
structions  on  these  subjects. 

My  communication  with  England  by  Morlaix 
is  almost  entirely  cut  offl  it  is  not  so  easr  to 
send  to  London,  unless  by  one  of  our  own  pablk 
ships,  as  it  is  to  the  United  States.  I  now  seod 
your  despatches  and  my  own  lo  Mr.  Rassell.  bf 
a  messenger  in  the  Hornet,  whom  I  shall  desire 
Captain  Lawrence  to  put  onshore,  or  intoapiloi 
boat,  on  the  coast  of  England. 

This  messenger,  with  Mr.  Biddle,  will  lesn 
Paris  this  night  for  Cherbourg,  where  the  Horoet 
is  ready  to  receive  them. 


DENMARK. 


[Communicated  to  Congress  by  the  President's  Met- 

sage  of  IVovember  5,  1811.] 
Mr.  Ermng,  Mm$ter  of  the  UnUed  StaUt  ai  Coptn- 
nageih  to  the  Secretary  of  Siate» 

CopcNBaoEN,  June  23, 1811. 
Sir:  Having  had  my  audience  of  His  Daiiisli 
Majesty  on  the  5th  inst.,  on  the  6th  I  addressed 
to  Mr.  De  Roaenkrantz,  Minialer  of  Slate  for 
Foreign  Affiiirs,  a  note  upon  the  subject  of  Aoer- 
lean  easea,  generally,  then  under  adiadicatioo  by 
appeal  before  the  High  Court  of  Admiraltj;  and. 
on  the  7th,  a  separate  note  respecting  the  cues  of 
capture  under  British  convoy :  copies  of  thoce 
two  notes,  (A  and  B,)  and  the  Ibts  to  which  tbef 
refer,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  snbtniu  lo 
an  interview  which  I  had  with  the  Minister  oo 
the  8th  inaunt,  in  tlie  course  of  conversatioo,  be 
told  me  that,  aa  the  matter  of  both  those  iioies 
was  very  important,  and  the  latter  particvurlf 
required  a  great  deal  of  consideration,  he  most 
have  them  perfectly  translated  into  the  Danub 
language,  to  be  laid  before  ihe  King;  therefore^ 
must  not  expect  very  prompt  replies ;  bau  in.^be 
.  meantime,  that  he  was  sincerely  desirous  oi^oM 
and  would  do,  everything  in  his  power  to  forwaiu 
our  business  towards  a  ftvorable  terminatioo.  j 
suppose  that  the  convoy  question  may  be  teit^^ 
to  Hia  Majeaiy'a  Chancery,  which  is  the  hi^best 


.981 


APPENDIX. 


1982 


Belaiioni  wiih  Denmark. 


ribaoal,  and  that  by  which  the  Kio^  is  aecas- 
omed  to  declare  his  will  iD  matters  which  he 
oes  not  sabmit  to,  or  chooses  to  take  out  of  the 
rdioary  course  of  proceedings. 

Haring  now  fully  informed  myself  of  the  basi<* 
je5s  intrusted  to  me,  it  i^  with  very  great  satis- 
action  that  I  find  myself  authorized  to  state  to 
ou  that  the  eriis  which  our  commerce  has  suf- 
ered  here,  though  Tery  considerable,  yet  have 
ot  been  quite  so  extensiye  as  has  been  generally 
eliered;  and  you  will  learn  also,  with  particular 
leasure.  that  the  depredations  of  the  Danish  pri» 
steers  ba?e  been  discontinued  since  my  arriyal. 

have  prepared  Hats  and  statements,  with  a  view 
0  place  the  whole  matter  before  you  in  the  most 
larticular,  and  at  the  same  time  most  distinct  and 
imple  form.  These  will  be  completed  when  I 
ZYt  received  returns  from  Norway  and  from 
idstein  respecting  the  fate  of  some  few  of  the 
ases  which  occurred  in  the  year  1S09;  in  the 
lean  time  I  can  state  the  results  to  be  nearly 
hus: 

Captures  in  1809,  thirty-eight;  condemnations 
D  1809,  twelve. 

Captures  in  Norway  in  the  year  1810,  tbirty- 
ix;  of  which  are  pending  in  the  High  Court, 
ight;  and  not  one  has  been  finally  condemned. 

Captures  in  Holstein,  Sleswick,  and  the  Datl- 
sh  islands,  in  1810,  sixty-eight;  condemned 
wenty-two ;  pending,  six. 

Convoy  cases  in  the  year  1810,  eighteen ;  con- 
temned, eight ;  pending,  ten. 

Total  amount  of  captures  is  1809  and  1810, 
lae  hundred  and  sixty ;  total  amount  of  condem- 
lations,  forty-two ;  of  which  were  vessels  which 
lad  broken  the  embargo  or  non-intercourse,  op 
re  otherwise  not  genuine  American  cases,  six- 
een ;  pending  cases,  including  ten  convoy  cases, 
wenty-four. 

In  this  year  the  only  two  vessels  which  reached 
hese  seas  from  the  United  States  previous  tomv 
rriral  weie  taken  (in  the  beginning  of  April) 
nd  condemned  in  Norway;  two  others,  just 
bont  the  time  of  my  arrival,  were  carried  in, 
nd  are  now  under  trial  there;  but,  since  the  11th 
Qstant  upwards  of  forty  vessels  from  the  United 
Uates  have  passed  through  the  Bound  and  gone 
ip  the  Baltic,  and,  more  or  less,  are  every  day 
assiog  without  rnterruption.  The  papers  ofsome 
ew  have  been  slightly  examined  in  the  subordi- 
late  court  of  Elsinenr.  There  have  been  tried 
a  the  lower  Prize  Court  of  this  place,  and  ae- 
nitted  without  delay,  two  or  three ;  one  of  them 
rith  damages  ajg;ainst  the  captors,  being  the  first 
ase  in  which  damages  have  been  given  at  Co- 
•enbageo.  Finally,  of  the  fourteen  cases  (not 
onvoy  cases)  which  were  pending  before  the 
iigh  Court  on  my  arrival,  four  have  been  acquit- 
ed.  And  though  the  privateersmen,  and  all  con- 
erned  with  them,  (and  the  ramifications  of  their 
•usiness  are  immense,}  have  made  every  effort  to 
ring  on  condemnations,  yet  the  tribunal,  other- 
rise  perhaps  well  disposed  to  proceed,  has  been 
teadily  held  back  by  the  Government,  and  I  see 
be  best  reason  to  hope  that  at  least  eight  of  the 
emaining  ten  cases  will  be  acquitted.    As  to  the 


convoy  cases,  my  confidence  Is  not  so  strong,  yet 
even  of  them  I  do  not  despair.  The  ground  on 
which  they  stand,  I  am  aware,  is  not  perfectly 
solid,  yet  I  do  not  feel  myself  authorized  to  aban- 
don them,  and  therefore  have  taken  up  an  argu- 
ment which  may  be  difficult,  but  which  I  shall  go 
as  far  as  possible  in  maintaining. 

I  have  had  several  interviews  with  Mr.  De  Ro- 
senkrantz  subseouent  to  that  last  mentioned,  and 
have  acquired  additional  reasons  to  hope  for  the 
King's  perseverance  In  the  change  of  system 
which  has  so  happily  taken  place ;  bnt  he  dis- 
courages any  expectation  of  indemnification  for 
the  injuries  sustained  by  our  commerce  under 
that  which  appears  now  to  be  relinquished.  Yes- 
terday he  told  me  very  explicitly  that  against  the 
definitive  decisions  of  the  High  Court  I  must  not 
'  hope  for  any  redress.  He  trusted  that,  for  the  fu- 
ture, we  should  not  have  any  cause  to  complain, 
but  for  the  past  there  was  no  remedy.  I  thought 
it  not  opportune  to  enter  much  into  the  matter  at 
that  time,  and  therefore  contented  myself  with 
some  general  protestations  against  his  doctrines. 

I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  acknowledg- 
ing the  very  great  services  of  Mr.  Isaacksen,  our 
Consul  at  Christiansand.  You  will  observe,  sir/ 
in  the  lists  which  I  shall  send  to  you,  that,  or 
thirty-six  vessels  carried  into  the  ports  of  Nor- 
way in  the  year  1810,  only  iour  were  condemned 
in  the  inferior  courts  of  that  district.  This  has 
been  wholly  owing  to  the  unwearied  exertions  of 
Mr.  Isaacksen.  He  found  our  people  in  the  most 
distressed  situation,  entirely  friendless  in  the 
hands  of,  surrounded  by,  and  ready  to  be  sacrificed 
to,  the  rapacity  of  the  privateersmen  and  their 
connexions.  He  volunteered  in  their  service ;  he 
boldly  opposed  himself  to  the  host  of  their  op* 
pressors ;  he  made  each  man's  cause  his  own ;  he 
provided  for  every  man's  wants;  in  short,  his  in- 
trepidity and  independence,  and  disinterestedness 
of  character,  his  constant  zeal  and  industry,  saved 
them  from  ruin ;  and  with  gratitude,  very  honor- 
able to  themselves,  they  never  ceased  to  praise 
bim.    With  entire  respect,  dtc. 

OEORQB  W.  ERVINQ. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Ernng's  despatch  of  June  23.] 

A. 
Mr.  Erring  to  Mr.  De  Rosenkrants. 

CoPBUHAQBif,  June  6, 1811. 

StR :  It  was  under  the  fullest  conviction  and 
strongest  sense  of  the  injustice  which  has  pre- 
vailed in  the  sentences  of  the  Danish  tribunals  on 
cases  of  American  captures,  as  well  as  an  anxiety 
immediately  to  arrest  the  course  of  those  excesses 
on  the  part  of  the  privateers  too  much  counte- 
nanced by  such'  decisions,  which  are  laying  wasfe 
the  property  of  American  citizens,  that  I  ventur- 
ed on  the  31st  ultimo,  and  on  the  2d  instant,  t6 
request  that  the  proceedings  of  the  tribunals 
should  be  suspended,  until,  having  had  the  honor 
of  presenting  my  credentials  to  His  Majesty,  I 
should  be  enabled  to  enter  into  regular  coihmunl- 
cation  with  your  Excellency. 

In  this  first  formal  address  to  you  upon  the 
subject  of  the  jeclamatiqns  with  which  I  am 
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charged,  it  is  iacumbent  upon,  me  to  express  the 
extreme  surprise  and  concern  with  which  ray 
Goveroment  has  seen  the  property  of  its  innocent 
citizens,  while  employed  in  fair  and  legal  com- 
merce, ravaged  by  the  cruisers  of  a  nation,  be- 
tween which  and  the  United  States  the  most  per- 
fect harmony  has  always  hitherto  subsisted  \ 
against  which  th^y  have  never  heretofore  found 
any  cause  of  dispute,  or  any  ground  of  offence;  and 
to  which  they  felt  themselves  attached,  not  merely 
by  the  ordinary  ti  es  of  reciprocal  good  offices,bu  thy 
a  common  interest  in  the  defence  and  preserva- 
tioa  of  those  neutral  rights  which  have  so  much 
contributed  to  the  political  importance  of  Den- 
mark ;  by  which  her  prosperity  has  been  so  greatly 
I>rom  oted,  and  wh  ich  formerly,  foremost  among  na- 
tions, she  has  so  magnanimously  and  successfully 
contended  for.  But  at  the  same  time  that  I  make 
this  reflection,  so  necessary  and  so  obvious,  I  must 
also  say  that  the  President  assures  himself  that 
it  is  only  necessary  that  His  Majesty  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  injuries  which  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
as  a  neutral  nation,  and  the  property  of  theif  citi- 
zens, have  suffered,  and  are  still  exposed  to,  to  in- 
tluce  him  to  apply  an  immediate  and  an  adequate 
remedy  to  the  evils  complained  of.  His  Majesty, 
on  bis  part,  cannot  fail  to  feel  that  confidence  m 
the  correct  views  add  honorable  intentions  of  the 
United  States,  which  their  uniform  conduct  in 
all  their  negotiations  and  transactions  with  other 
Powers  has  so  justly  entitled  them  to ;  nor  can 
he  be  indifferent  when  the  friendly  relations  and 
mutual  good  dispositions  which  have  hitherto  so 
invariably  subsisted  between  the  two  countries, 
and  which  it  is  so  much  the  interest  of  each  to 
maintain,  are  in  question^ 

Animated  by  the  most  just  and  friendly  dispo- 
sitions, the  Aroericaa  Government,  while  it  re- 
sists all  aggressions  on  its  neutral  rights,  and  will 
never  cease  to  oppose  all  violations  of  the  public 
law  which  may  offend  them,  soHoitously  avoids 
any  interference  of  the  rights  of  others;  nor  will 
it  admit,  under  cover  of  its  name  and  authority, 
any  practices  which  may  have  that  tendency  :  it 
has  therefore  seen,  with  the  mo<^t  indignant  sensi- 
bilty.  various  instances  of  the  prostitution  of  Its 
flag  ny  unprincipled  adventurers  in  Europe;  and 
I  have  it  in  express  command  to  asiure  His  Ma- 
jesty of  its  determination  to  discountenance,  by 
all  practicable  means,  such  proceedings,  and  oi 
its  sincere  disj^osition  to  eo-operate  with  His  Ma- 
jesty in  detecting  and  punishing  all  similar  frauds 
and  impostures. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive,  in  the  frank- 
ness of  these  observations,  and  in  the  loyalty  of 
rhis  declaration,  the  true  character  of  the  Ameri- 
ean  Government ;  they  will  also,  I  trust,  strength- 
en my  title  to  that  confidence  on  the  part  of  nis 
Majesty,  which  it  is  at  once  my  duty  and  my  de- 
sire to  merit. 

To  carry  into  effect  this  two-fold  purpose  of  my 
Grovernroent,  to  protect  the  projperty  of  its  citi- 
zens and  to  cast  off  from  any  reliance  on  its  pro- 
tection those  spurious  and  fraudulent  cases  (if 
any  such  actually  exist)  which  have  injured  the 


character  of  the  American  trade,  and  jeopardized 
the  interests  of  American  citizens,  I  will  enter 
into  candid  explanations  with  ][our  ExccIleDcj 
upon  all  the  questions  which  arise  on  the  casies 
now  pending,  so  as  to  establish  the  honajidit  cha- 
racter of  the  vessels  under  adjudication, and  thus 
remove  from  before  His  Majesty  every  obstscle 
to  that  course  of  justice  which  he  is  always  desi- 
rous to  observe,  and  to  a  manifestation  of  the 
amicable  and  conciliatory  feelings  towards  the 
United  States,  which  it  is  eoafid^  prevail  in  bis 
mind. 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  your 
Excellency  two  lists,  containing,  together,  twen- 
ty-eight cases  of  American  capture,  being  those 
now  actually  pending  before  the  Supreme  Coort 
of  Admiralty,  on  appeal,  or  waiting  for  His  Majes- 
ty's decision.  The  list  No.  1,  comprising  tweire 
of  the  whole  nun^ber,  are  ^*  convoy  cases"— that 
is,  cases  in  which  no  question  has  been  raised  as 
to  the  genuine  character  of  the  vessels,  but  where- 
in  the  decision  rests  upon  the  clause  "  D  "  of  tbe 
eleventh  article  of  the  Royal  instructioos  of 
March  10, 1810,  declaring  as  a  cause  of  condem- 
nation, ^  the  makiuff  use  of  English  convoy .'^  I 
stated  to  your  Excellency,  in  conversation,  as  well 
as  in  the  note  whicji  I  took  the  liberty  of  addressiog 
to  you  on  the  2d  inst.,  that  it  would  be  my  datjr  to 
object  to  the  principle  assumed  in  that  declaratioa. 
I  trust  that  I  shall  be  able  to  show  you  that  it  is 
entirelv  novel ;  that  it  has  not  any  foundation  in 
public  law ;  and  that  it  has  not  even  such  saoc- 
tion  as  might  be  supposed  derivable  from  the 
practice  of  other  nations.  Certainly  much  effort 
will  not  be  necessary  to  prove  tUat  it  b  entirely 
repugnant  to  the  broad  ground  of  neutral  right 
formerly  occupied  and  firmly  maintained  by  Deo* 
mark  herself.  But  upon  this  point  I  propose  forth- 
with to  address  to  your  Excellency  a  separate  note  ] 
in  the  present!  will  confine  myself  to  obserra- 
tions  on  the  cases  (sixteen  in  number)  mentiosed 
in  the  list  No.  2. 

With  respect  to  the  "  Egeria,^  Capuin  Law,  I 
send  to  your  Excellency  a  separate  note,  io  replr 
to  that  with  which  you  honored  me  on  the  2d 
instant.  That  case  must  now  stand  so  perfectlr 
clear  that  i  am  sure  I  need  not  trouble  you  with 
any  additional  remark  on  it. 

In  the  two  cases,  namely  :  the  "  Nimrod*  wd 
*'  Richmond,"  the  sole  objection  made  is  to  the 
French  certificates  of  origin  which  they  had  oo 
board.  These  are  presumed  to  be  forgeries,  opoa 
a  supposition  that  at  the  time  they  bear  date  the 
French  Consuls  ia  the  United  States  had  ceased 
to  issue  such  certificates.  Now  the  cases  mast  he 
relieved  from  that  objection,  and  the  qurstioo 
which  has  been  raised  upon  French  certificate 
of  origin  be  put  at  rest  forever,  by  the  facts  whicb 
appear  in  the  correspondence  between  the  Secre- 
tary of  Suite  of  the  United  States  and  Oenertl 
Turreau,  the  French  Minister;  a  copy  of  whiclt 
I  have  herewith  the  honor  to  enclose,  (No.  3.) 
Your  Excellency  will  observe  that,  in  Generii 
Turreau's  letter  of  December  12,  replying  to  tw 
Secretary's  letter  of  November  28,  it  is  expressly 
and  unequivocally  stated  that  the  French  Cod- 
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suls  in  America  '^had  always  delivered  certifi- 
cates of  ortein  to  American  vessets  for  the  ports 
of  France,'' and  bad  also  *'  delivered  them  to  ves- 
sels destined  to  neutral  or  allied  ports,"  by  the 
aathority  of  the  French  Government;  and  that 
it  was  only  by  the  United  States'  ship  "  Hornet," 
which  arrived  in  America  on  the  13th  November, 
ISlOj  that  the  French  Consuls  received  orders  to 
discontinue  the  gfraating  of  such  certificates  to 
vessels  bound  to  other  ports  than  those  of  France. 
Your  Excellency  will  also  perceive,  in  the  Sec- 
retary of  State's  reply  of  December  18,  how  im- 
portant this  explanation  was  deemed  by  the  Pres- 
ident, in  its  application  to  the  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  taken  by  Danish  cruisers,  upon  the 
ground  of  their  havjng^on  board  soch  certificates. 

Of  the  thirteen  remaining  cases  in  the  list  No. 
2,  eight  have  been  acquitted  iu  the  subordinate 
courts  of  No^ay  and  at  Flensborg,  and  are  now 
depending  in  the  high  court,  dn  Ihe  appeals  of  the 
captors;  and  five  have  been  condemned  in  the 
subordinate  courts,  and  are  depending  in  the  high 
court  on  the  appeals  of  the  Anderican  masters. 

I  annex  to  this  note  a  summary  of  each  class, 
(A  and  B,)  showing  the  nature  of  the  questions 
and  objections  which  have  arisen  upon  the  sever- 
al cases ;  and  I  do  confide  that,  if  your  Excellen- 
cy will  be  pleased  to  lay  it  before  the  King,  His 
Majesty  will  become  immediately  sensible  to  the 
undue  proceedings  of  his  tribunal^,  and  will  read- 
ily apply  his  Royal  authority  to  administer 
prompt  and  efficacious  redress  for  the  injuries  and 
Texations  which  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  and  its  citizens  are  sufifering. 

I  can  only  add,  that,  in  all  cases  where  any 
doubt  shall  arise  respecting  the  authenticity  of 
American  documents,  I  have  it  fully  in  my  power 
to  establish,  the  truth.  And  I  beg  leave  to  reas- 
sure your  ExceUency,  that  on  this  point,  as  on 
every  other,  you  shall  not  experience  any  proceed- 
ings on  my  part  which  will  not  conform  *  to  the 
strict  honor  and  good  faith,  to  the  just  and  liberal 
sentiments  which  characterize,  and  to  the  friendly 
and  conciliatory  dispositions  towards  His  Majes- 
ty, which  iofluenee  the  Government  which  I  have 
the  honor  lo  represent. 

I  offer  to  your  Excellency  assurances  of  the 
very  distinguished  respect  and  consideration  with 
which  I  am  always  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

OEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

To  Mr.  De  Rosenkrantz,  dte. 

[Received  in  Mr*  Erving't  letter  of  Juna  2d»  1811.} 

Xo.  1. — List  ef  American  vessels  taken  in  company 
with  the  remainder  of  a  fleet  niider  convoy  of  a 
British  gun-brig,  and  sent  into  ChristianBand  by  five 
Danish  gun-brigs,  in  July,  1810,  viz: 

The  ship  Annawan,  Captain  Donaldson,  from 
St.  Petersburg,  bound  to  Philadelphia,  and  owned 
in  Philadelphia. 

Ship  Hesper,  Coshing,  from  St.  Petersburg, 
bound  to  Boston,  and  owned  in  Newburyport. 

Ship  Hope,  Rhea,  from  St.  Petersburg,  bound 
to  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  owned  in  Prov- 
idence. 

12th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 63 


Ship  Janus,  Ghiwn,  from  St.  Petersburg,  bound 
to  Newburvport,  and  owned  in  Newburyport.  ' 

Barque  Mary,  Ropes,  from  St.  Petersburg, 
bound  to  Salem,  and  owned  in  Salem. 

Brig  Elizabeth,  Campbell,  from  St  Petersburg, 
bouhd  to  Philadelphia,  and  owned  in  Philadelphia. 

Brig  Hope,  Meik,  from  St.  Petersburg,  bound 
to  Marblehead,  and  owned  in  Marblehead. 

Brig  Polly,  Graves,  from  St.  Petersburg,  bound 
to  Marblehead,  and  owned  in  Marblehead. 

Schooner  Rebecca,  Meik,  from  Gbttenburg, 
bound  to  Marblehead,  and  owned  in  Marblehead. 

Schooner  Iris,.Russel,  from  Gottenburg,  bound 
to  Salem,  and  owned  in  Salem. 

Brig  Sophia,*  Mclntire,  from  Gottenburg, 
bound  to  Liverpool. 

Barque  Eliza,*  Luffkin,from  Gottenburg  bouqd 
to  Liverpool.. 

No.  2. — List  of  American  casej  now  pending  before    . 
the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  at  Copenhagen,  June 
1,1811: 

Captured  May  14,  1810,  ship  Egeria,  Captaia  / 
Law,  owned  in  New  ^ork.  from  New  York  to 
St.  Petersburg,  detained  at  ^a&rsund. 

June  5.  brig  Minerva,  Baker,  owned  in  Port- 
land, from  Portland  to  Sc.  Petersburg,  detained  at 
Fahrsund. 

June  2,  ship  Oscar,  Cunningham,  owned  in 
Baltimore,  from  Bahimore  to  Gottenburg,  detain- 
ed ut  Heckiford. 

July  31,  ship  Minerva  Smyth,  Mann,  owned  in 
Phifadeiphia,  from  Philadelphia  to  Kiel,  detained 
at  Kiel. 

July  31;  ship  Fair  Trader,  Craig,owned  in  Phil- 
adelphia, ixom  Philadelphia  to  &iel,  detained  at 
Kiel. 

July  31,  brig  Ariel.  Butleir,  owned  in  Philadel- 
phia) from  Philadelphia  to  Kiel, detainedat  Kiel. 

August  18,  ship  Resolution,  Eldridge,  owned 
in  New  York,  from  New  York  to  Gottenburg, 
detained  at  Cbristiansand. 

August  8,  brig  Nimrod,  Smith,  owned  in  New 
York,  from  New  York  to  Elsineur,  detained  at 
Aalbofg. 

August  8,  ship  William  ^  Jane,Bunkerf  own- 
ed in  New  York,  from  New  York  to  Russia,  de- 
tained at  Callenburg. 

August  29,  brig  Richmond,  Jervis,  owned  in 
Philadelphia,  from  Philadelphia  to  Gottenburg, 
detained  at  Fahrsund. 

October,  ship  Pittsburg,  Yardley,  owned  in 
Philadelphia,  from  Philadelphia  to  Gottenburg', 
detained  at  Heckiford. 

October,  ship  Maria  Therese,  owned  in  New 
York,  from  New  York  to  Kiel,  detained  at  Fahr- 
sund. 

November,  ship  Amiable  Matilda,  Hague,  own- 
ed in  New  York,  from  New  York  to  Kiel,  detained 
at  Fahrsund. 

December,  ship  Washington,  Alm)^  owned  in 
New  York,  from  New  York  to  I^ussia,  detained 
at  Callenborg. 

*  These  vessels  are  American,  but  the  cargoes  on 
freight  supposed  fbr  English  account.  No  appeal  de- 
clared for  either  vessel. 
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'  'April  1,  1811,  brig  Rachd,  Joseph,  owned  in 
Balem,  from  Boston  to  Russia,  detained  at  Copen- 
hagen. 

Aprilj  ship  Charlotte,  Pierce,ovned  in  Boston, 
from  Boston  to  Stoekholm,  detained  at  the  Isle  o( 
Bonholm. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Erving's  despaieh  of  June  28, 181  l.J 

Mr.  Erving  to  Mr.  De  Roaenkrants. 

Copenhagen,  June  7, 1811. 
Bra :  With  my  note  of  yesterday  I  transmitted 
to  your  Excellency  a  list  (No.'l)  of  the  "  convoy 
cases,"  twelve  in  number;  the  two  last  in  that 
list  are  not  depending  on  appeal  before  the  High 
Court,  as  is  mentioned  in  a  cbemorandum  oppo- 
f ite  to  their  names ;  the  first  eight  vessels  or  the 
remaining  ten  were  bound  immediately  from  Pe- 
tersburg and  Cronstadt  to  the  United  States ;  they 
%  had  all  paid  their  Sound  dues,  and  several  of  them 
had  been  examined  before  the  Danish  Marine 
tribunals  on  entering  the  Baltic  \  and  they  were 
'  all  arrested  in  going  out  by  a  British  force,  and 
compelled  to  join  convoy.  When  that  convoy 
was  attacked  by  His  Majesty^s  gun  brign,  the 
Americans,  not  conscious  of  any  Ulegality  in  the 
nature  of  their  voyages,  or  of  any  irregularity  in 
their  own  conduct,  made  not  any  efforts  to  escape. 
They  were  captured  aud  brought  into  port.  No 
question- has  been  made  as  to  the  genuine  Ameri- 
can character  of  the  vessels  in  question  ;  but  they 
have  been  condemned  tinder  the  authority  ot  the 
article  ^  D,"  in  the  eleventh  clause  of  His  Majes- 
ty's instructions  for  privateers,  issued  on  the  10th 
of  March,  1810,  which  declares  to  be  good  prize 
all  vessels  ''which  have  made  use  of  British  con* 
Toy  either  in  the  Atlantic  or  the  Baltic."  At  the 
tinoie  of  this  declaration,  these  vessels  were  in 
Russia,  on  the  ^int  of  sailing,  and  wholly  igno- 
rant of  it.  This  is  a  brief  history  of  the  ''convoy 
cases."  It  is  now  my  dut^  to  protest  against  the 
principle  assumed  in  the  instruction  referred  to, 
upon  which  they  have  been  condemned.  I  shall 
endeavor  to  show  to  vour  Excellency  that  it  is 
wholly  new,  not  founaed  in  or  supported  by  any 
reasoning  to  be  derived  (xora  the  law  of  nations ; 
not  cYen  countenanced  by  precedents;  and  as 
wholly  repugnant  to  the  doctrines  heretofore  held 
by  Denmark  itself,  as  it  is  to  the,  rights  and  to  the 
interests  of  the  United  States. 

That  the  belligerent  has  a  right  to  ascertain  the 
neutrality  of  vessels  which  he  ma)'  meet  with  at 
sea,  and  therefore,  under  certain  suspicious  cir- 
cumstances, to  bring  such  vessels  into  port  for 
extimination,  I  am  not  disposed  to  deny ;  it  may 
also  be  allowed  that  the  being  found  under  ene- 
xxiy's  convoy  does  afford  such  reasonable  ground 
of  suspicion  against  the  vessels  so  found,  as  to 
authorise  their  being  sent  into  port  for  examina- 
tion ;  but  this  is  the  full  extent  of  the  belligerent 
right  on  this  point.  The  examination  bad,  and 
the  vessels  being  found  bona  fide  neutral,  must  be 
acquitted.  To  say  that  the  neutral  shall  be  con- 
demned  on  the  mere  fact  that  he  was  found  un- 
der enemy's  convoy,  is  to  impose  upon  him  a  ne- 
cessity of  sailing  without  protection,  even  against 


his  own  separate  enemies;  for  the  case  mi 
well  happen,  indeed  has  happened,  that,  thoogk 
neutral  with  regard  to  the  belligereot  Powers,  he 
has  had  an  enemy  agarnst  whom  either  of  the  bel- 
ligerents was  disposed  to  protect  him.  Of  raeli 
protection  the  American  commerce  has  often 
availed  itself  durine  the  war  between  the  Uoitcd 
States  and  the  Barbary  Powers ;  a  third  Power 
should  be  enemy  as  to  one,  and  neutral  as  to  the 
other ;  in  that  ease,  his  seeking  th€  proiectioo  of 
the  common  en^my  of  these  allied  Powers  againit 
that  of  them  to  which  he  was  enemy,  could  wx 
subject  him  to.  capture  and  confiscation  by  the 
alliea  Power  with  respect  to  which  he  was  aco- 
tral ;  bis  right  in  either  of  these  and  in  all  cases 
to  protect  himself  against  bis  enemjr,  by  arailio; 
himself  of  whatever  convoy  ofilers,  is  nnquettioo- 
able.  1  state  these  arguments  against  the  broad 
ground  taken  in  the  Royal  iBstroctioas  abore 
quoted ;  but  it  will  be  said  that  the  beliigeruL 
having  also  an  unquestionable  right  to  ascerttio 
the  neutrality  of  vessels,  and  belligerent  righu 
being  paramount  to  neutral  rights,  where  the  two 
happen  to  be  in  collision ;  hence  the  attempt  of 
the  neutral  to  deprive  the  belligerent  of  bis  ri^bt 
by  putting  himself  under  convoy,  forms  of  itself 
a  ground  of  capture  and  confiscation.  To  this  1 
answer. 

Firstly.  That  the  belligerent  rights,  where 
they  come  into  collision  with  those  of  neutnli 
are  not  to  be  deemed,  incdlca^ea,  paramouot,  aod 
that  Dothing  can  ea;tablish  such  a  general  rule  but 
force,  which  is  not  law  or  justice.' 

Secondly.  That  no  presumption  aecessarilv 
arises  against  the  neutral  frooi  the  mere  circam- 
stance  of  his  being  found  under  eaemv's  coaror; 
but  that  this  point  will  depend  upon  the  pecniiar 
circumstances  of  each  case. 

Thirdly.  That  where  the  belligerent  and  oeu- 
tral  rights  conflict,  all  other  circumstaaces  beiog 
equal,  the  plea  of  neoessity  ought  to  decide  tbe 
question  in  favor  of  the  neutral.  In  the  case  sup- 
posed, the  belligerent  is  seeking  the  mere  exercise 
of  a  right,  but  the  neutral  is  oceofHed  in  his  self- 
preservation. 

Fourthly.  Superadded  to  this  reason,  in  faror 
of  the  neutral  right,  is  one  springing  out  of  (be 
immutable  principles  of  equity;  for  since,  accord- 
ing to  modern  practice,  the  neutral  has  do  repre- 
sentative in  the  judicature  by  which  his  awe  is 
tried,  that  it  is  no  longer  an  umpirage  or  a  coprt 
of  arbitration,  so  his  claim  to  a  favorable  leaoiog 
towards  his  right  in  all  questionable  cases  isrery 
much  strengthened. 

But  it  is  also  proper  to  inquire  whether  tbe  res- 
sels  in  question  did  in  fact  put  themselves  under 
convov  with  a  view  to  avoid  examination  bf 
Danisn  cruisers,  l^ow,  it  appears,  in  the  first 
place,  that  they  did  not  seek  convoy  for  aoy  pur- 
pose, but  that  they  were  forced  into  it.  Apart, 
however,  from  that  question,  there  were  not  aof 
Danish  laws  or  ordinances  which  they  knew  oi 
subjecting  them  to  capture.  Nor  could  thejr  iP' 
prebend  or  anticipate  any  such;  the  less,  as  iber 
had  previously  passed  through  the  Sound  or  Ba^ 
in  safety,  and  without  convoy ;  hence  thef  bad 
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not  may  raotive  to  leek  covvoy  as  a^'proteeiioii 
flgaiost  Danish  craisers.  Thej  had,  iodesd,  ptker 
iDducements  to  pot  themseWes  under  cooyoy ;  the 
decrees  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Franee 
(since,  happily  for  the  barmoDy  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  France,  repealed)  were  then  in 
force ;  that  system^  working  against  the  Bngjlish 
Orders  in  Council,  produced  siMh  a  state  of  things 
with  regard  to  the  eommeree  of  America,  that 
scarcely  one  of  its  ships  conld  move  on  the  face 
of  the  ocean  without  being  exposed,  under  this 
nnfortanate-  co-operation  of  hostile  -systems,  to 
captore  and  confiscation }  hence  it  is  not  surprise 
iDg  if  American  refsels  have,  from  time  to  tttae, 
beea  terrified  into  tftie  convoy  now  of  one  party, 
DOW  of  the  other.  But  had  this  happened  in  the 
case  before  us,  yet  it  would  not  have  formed  a 
jast  groond  of  capture  and  oonflseation ;  lor .  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees out  of  th£  question,  ihtose.  decrees  hare  not 
been  adopted  by  Denmark. 

Indeed,  at  the  time  the  Tessels  were  taken,  His 
Majesty  had  not  assumed  any  course  with  respect 
to  the  American  commerce  from  which  evil  was 
to  be  apprehended  ;  hedce,  I  beg  leave  to  repeat, 
that  the  vessels  in  question  cannot  he  presumed  to 
hare  sought  protection  under  British  convoy  for 
the  porpose  of  avoiding  his  cruisers.  But  if  the 
contrary  had  been  proved,  if  it  stood*  confessed 
that  they  had  sought  convoy  against  Danish  cruis- 
ers, in  that'  case  they  would  have  been  liable  to 
capture,  eertajaiy ;  but  it  is  equally  certain  that 
they  would  not  have  been  liable  to  condemnation^ 

I  mast  again  totally  deny  that  the  rule  laid 
down  in  the  article  of  the  Royal  instructions 
ahove  cited  ie  supported  by  aqy  principle  to  be 
foond  in  the  law;  and  I  can  confidently  ask  your 
ExcelieDcy  to  show  me  any  ;auth4rities  in  its  fa- 
Tor.  If  the  writers  be  silent  on  the  subject,  then 
their  silence  is  to  be  construed  favorably  for  the 
aeutial ;  it  supposes  that  his  right  to  sail  under 
convoy,  in  all  cases,  is  indisputable ;  what  is  n6t 
expressed  agstnat  this  claim  cannot  be  implied'; 
bat  I  will  add  that  fdl  the  analogies  to  be  drawn 
from  the  law  are  in  favor  of  the  neutral.  In  this 
Tiew  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  instructions,  by  its 
sweeping  latitude,  forms 'its  own  condemnation  ; 
for  it  would  comprise  not  only  vessels  which 
i&ight  aeeidentslly  be  within  sight  of,  or  at  any 
indefinite  distance  from  an  enemy's  convoy,  but 
vessels  found  in  enemy's  harbora  under  cover  of 
his  guns ;  but  the  law  says,  that  neutral  goods  sq 
found  under  his  forts,  witnin  his  territory,  or  even 
on  board  his  vessel»  at  sea,  which  is  to  be  as  im- 
mediately and  totally  under  his  protection  as  is 
possible ;  that  these  are  not  liable  to  confiscation, 
bnt  shall  be  restored  to  the  neutral  owners.  The 
doctrine  laid  down  by  Grotius.  in  the  "  De  Jure 
^li  ac  Pacie,"  on  this  point,  nas  never  been,  re- 
futed, but  haa,  on  the  contrary,  been  adopted  by 
snbsequent  writers.  Treaties,  indeed,  may  have 
4ud  otherwise ;  but  treaties  change  not  the  law; 
they  bind  only  the  parties  to  them. 

I  may  equally  ask  your  Excellency  to  show 
n^e  examples  in  the  practice  of  nations,  counte- 
nancing the  rule  laid  down  in  the  royal  order; 


end  I  can  quote  in  favor  of  the  neutral  right  tbe 
example  of  England,  a  Power  which  neither  your 
Excellency  nor  myself  are  disposed  to  .extol  for 
her  moderation  in  the  exercise  of  her  belligerent 
righu,  or  for  any  dispositions  which  she  has 
manifested  favorable  to  those  of  neutrals.  .  Eag^ 
land  herself  has  never  gone  to  the  extent  of  con- 
demning vessels  upon  the  mere  ground  of  their 
having  been  taken  under  enemy's  convoy ;  but 
she  has  captured  them  in  that  situation,  and  ae- 
qifltted  them. 

I  might  occtipy  your  Excellency's  attention^  by 
expatiating  on  the  conduct  of  Denmark  in  former 
times,  by  carrying  back^your  view  to  a  consideir^ 
ation  of  that  great  system  of  neutral  rights  which 
she  so  boldly  adopted  and  so  ably  supported  in 
the  year  1780,  Mich,  are  again  recognised  in  her 
convention  with  Sweden  in  1794,  which  she  has 
subsequently  co-operated  with  Russia*  to  estab- 
lish, and  the  leading  feature  of  which  still  ap- 
peart  in  the  very  Royal  instructions  on  which  I 
nave  been  commenting.    Bnt  it  would-  be  an  uo- 

frateful  task,  and  not  necessary  to  be  undertaken, 
ecause  the  mere  mention  -of  the  subject  carries 
conviction  to  the  mind  on  the  point  to  which  I 
would  apply  it.  and  because  on  every  other  I 
have  already  said  more  than  enough  to  establish 
the  chief  position  with  which  I  began,  viz :  that 
nothing  to  be  found  in  the  law  will  authorize  the 
condemnation  e£  neutral  property  upon  the  mere 
fact  of  its  being  foubd  under  enemy's  oonvoy, 
and  that,  therefore,  on  due  proof  of  its  neutrality, 
it  must  be  acquitted* 

I  consider  it  to  be  a  propitious  circumstance, 
that,  in  acting  upon  this  Very  important  question, 
His  Majesty's  Qovernment  is  unembarrassed  by 
the  claims  of  privateersmen,  and  that  the  cases 
of  these  vesseb  are  thus  presented  in  the  plainest 
form,  unmixed  with  any  extraneous  matter ;  the 
captures  having  been  made  by  public  ships,  leav-. 
ing  the  fullest  scope  to  the  magnanimity  and  jus^ 
tice  of  His  Majesty's  disposition.    I  am,  &c. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 
M.  De  RoBEincRANi^z, 

^   piret  Minister  of  Sttiie,  f  c. 


Mr.  Enring  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

COPENBAGBN,  July  15,  1811. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose 
copies  of  my  correspondjcnce  with  this  Govem«« 
ment  since  my  last  communication,  viz : 

No.  1.  Mr.  De  Rosenkrantz's  note  of  June  28, 
in  reply  to  mine  of  the  6th  and  7th  of  June. 

No.  2.  My  note  to  Mr.  De  Rosenkrantz  of  June 
30,  in  reply  to  the  above. 

No.  3.  Mr.  De  Rosenkrantz's  note  of  July  9, 
in  reply  to  mine  of  the  30ib  June. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  I  waited  upon  the  Minis- 
ter for.  the  purpose  of  conversing  with  him  on 
on  such  parts  of  his  note  of  that  date  as  re- 
spected the  convoy  cases,  but  did  not  obtain  any- 
thing more  satisfactory  than  what  is  contained 
in  it ;  on  the  29th,  he  weot  into  the  country, 
from  whence  he  did  not  return  until  the  morning 
of  the  dd  instant ;.ia  the  meantime,  the  ca§es 
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were  pressed  forward  ia  the  high  court,  and  it 
was  determined  to  coodemn  four  of  them  io- 
stautly,  as  though  it  were  to  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  any  further  remonstrance  on  my  part. 
I  had  received  an  intimation  of  this  intention  on 
the  30th  of  June,  and  then  wrote  to  Mr.  De  Ro- 
senkrantz,  unofficially,  hoping  that-  he  would-be 
able  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  tribunal.  On 
the  1st  instant,  haWnj:  asc^tained  thatintention/I 
again  addressed  him  in  the  same  way,  and  in  terms 
rather  more  forcible.  That  coromQnication,\il» 
though  unofficial,  Mr.  De  Rosen krantz,  actuated 
by  the  most  friendly  motives,  immediately  sent 
to  His  Majesty,  yet  it  failed  of  its  intended  effect, 
and,  on  the  2d  instant^  four  of  the  cases  were  con- 
demned. 

On  receipt  of  the  Minister's  last  note,  (on  the 
9th)  I  again  waited  on  him,  and  warmly  remon- 
strated against  this  precipitate  procedure,  luid  the 
determination  taken  tocondemaali  the  convoy 
cases,  without  admitting  any  justificatory  pleas; 
he  reverted  to  whatever  is  found  in  his  written 
communications  to  support  the  determination, 
and  yet  seemed  to  regret  that  it  had  been  taken ; 
but,  withal,  was  unable  to  effect,  and  did  not 
afford  Ihe  least  encouragement  to  hope  for,  any 
modification  of  it;  nevertheless,  some  of -these 
are  cases  of  great  hardship,  and  I  have  concluded 
ndi  to  relax  my  efforts  in  their  favor  while  any 
one  of  them  remains  unoondemned. 

In  every  other  respect  the  pjosition  of  our  affairs 
is  not  unsatisfactory;  the  privateers  are  discour- 
aged, and  nearly  all  our  vessels  pass  without  in- 
teitoptton.  I  transmit^  herewith^  lists  and  state- 
ments as  correct  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them, 
which  place  in  the  most  distinct  point  of  view 
whatever  has  passed  in  relation  to,  and  the  actual 
state  of,  the  business  with  which  I  am  charged. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  &e. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVINQ. 

The  SCCBETART  OF  STATE. 

No.  1. 
[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Erring^s  despatch  of  Jnly  15.] 

CopsNRAOEN,  JuneZ8,  1811.. 

The.  undersigned,  Minister  of  State,  Chief  of 
the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  has  laid  be- 
fore the  King,  his  master,  (he  notes  which  Mr. 
Erving,  special  Minister  from  the  United  States 
of  America,  addresi^ed  to  him  on  the  7th  current. 
He  is  charged  to  assure  this  Minister  that  His 
Majesty  has  seen,  with  great  satisfaction,  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  recognises  the 
reciprocal  utility  of  the  relations  which  unite  the 
two  Governinents. 

The  King,  having  always  had  it  at  heart  to 
maintain  a  good  understanding  with  the  Ameri- 
can Government,  would  be  much  pained  if  he 
',  could  be  cotfvinced  that  the  subjects  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  who  have  carried  on  commerce  and 
navigation  either  in  the  ports  of  His  Majesty,  or 
in  the  Waters  which  wash  the  shores  of  his  States, 
or  in  the  adjoining  latitudes,  have  had  just  cause 
to  complain  of  the  treatment  whioii  they  have 
tnet  with  there  in  consequence  of  the  privateer- 
ing which  His  Majesty  has  been  forced  to  author-  I 


ize,  bv  the  war  into  which  the  <- Danish  nation 
have  been  drawn  by  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain.  His  Majesty  is> persuaded  that  the  Tei- 
sels  captured  under  the  flag  of  the  United  Statei 
have  not  been  brought  into  his  ports,  unless  there 
was  reason  to  suppose  that  the  vessel  was  not 
duly  authorized  to  carry  that  flag,  or  that  she 
was  engaged  in  an  illicit  trade.  The  ordiniQce 
as  to  privateering,  which  was  published  on  the 
28th  March  of  the  last  year,  prescribed  to  those 
fitting  out  privateers  the  conduct  they  were  to 
pursue,  and  it  also  fixed  the  responsibihtf  to 
which  they  were  subjected.  The  High  Coertof 
Admiralty  watches  over  the  execution  of  thii 
ordinance,  tvhioh  has  met  the  approbatioD  of  ail 
the  Grovernments  of  Europe. 

If  there  have  been  many  vessels  under  the 
American  flag  brought  in,  it  ia  because  there 
have  been  a  great  number  of  them  furnished  with 
false  papers,  that  evidently  carried  on  a  simoltted 
and  justly  prohibited  commerce.  It  was  nan- 
rally  very  difficult  for  the  courts  to  distin^ish  at 
first  the-  navigation  which  was  iair  and  in  role, 
(en  regie^)  from  that  wbieh  was  devoted  to  the 
service  of  the  enemy  of  Denmark.  The  coodoci 
of  the  navigators  who  followed  the  latter  com- 
promitted  those  who  had  nothing  at  all  to  r^ 
proffch  themselves  with;  but,  ia  every  case  where 
the  High  Court  of  Admirality  discovered  that 
the  papers  on  board  proved  that  the  vessel  was 
ready  American,  and  that  the  capiain  had  not 
made  an  ihn proper  use  of  them  to  cover  the  pro* 
perty  of  the  enemy,  paaatng  it  off  as  AmcricsD, 
the  vessels  and  the  (iargoes  have  been  released. 
There  was  one  cause  of  a  seizure  and  of  process 
against  American  vessels,  which,  in  a  ceruin  de- 
gree, applied  to  those  that  produced  false  papers, 
or  to  those  in  whose  documents  there  were  irreg- 
ularities. This  was  the  certificate  of  origia 
granted  to  American  vessels  by  the  French  Coa- 
tfuls  residing  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 
The  French  Government  caused  it  to  be  officially 
declared  to  the  Court  of  Copenhagen,  on  the  2Sd 
September,  that  the  Consuls  of  France  would 
not  grant  any  noore  c'eKificates  of  origio,  sod 
that  every  American  vessel  thut  had  them  oa 
board  had  so  far  false  papers,  and  was  to  be 
treated  accordingly.  Taking  into  view  the  tnict 
and  happy  union  which  subsisted  betweea  the 
King  and  His  Majesty,  the  fimperor  of  the 
French,  His  MajestjMSould  not  but  pay  attention 
to  this  communication.  He,  therefore,  ordered 
that  the  certificates  of  origin,  which  had  beet 
thus  declared  to  be  all  false,  should  bei^oosidered 
by  the  prize  courts  as  false  documenu  which 
would  authorize  the  condemnation  of  the  ressel 
that  had  them  on  board.  The  undersigned  har- 
ing  been  afterwards  informed  by  the  Charge  des 
Aflaires  of  His  Majesty  ia  the  United  States,  and 
more  recently  by  Mr.  Erving,  that  the  Consuls  of 
France  In  the  United  Slates  had  not  received  the 
order  of  their  Government  to  abstain  from  gnot- 
ing  those  certificates,  until  the  13th  November  of 
last  year,  by  the  Bometj  and  that  they  bad  not 
ceased  granting  them  until  after  that  period; 
and,  having  reported  thia  ta  His  Majesty,  he  int* 
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mediately  directed  that  the  eettificates  in  quea- 
tioQ  should  po  lopger  be  injarious  to  the  vessels 
ibat  vere  fnrDished  with  them,  provided  that 
these  certificates  bore  date  prior  to  the  13th  No- 
renber  of  last  year. 

The  KiDg  has  not  eoBfined  himself  to  giving 
this  proof  of  his  atteotion  to  the  remonstrance 
made  to  him  on  the  pan  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States ;  His  Majesty  has  also,  having 
Id  view  the  representationa  made  by  the  special 
Minister  of  the  United  Stales,  just  ordered,  that 
the  cases  of  the  followiiig  vessels  nnder  the 
Amertean  flag,  broaght  into  the  ports  of  his  do- 
minions, viz :  Minerva,  Captain  Baker;  Resolu^ 
tioD,  Eldridge ;  Pittsburg,  Yardsiey;  Maria  Ther- 
esa, Phelps;  Amiable  Matilda,  Hague;  Minerva 
Smyth;  should  be  reported  to  him  by  his  Chan- 
cery before  the  dennitlve  sentence  was  pfo- 
oounced,  in  case  the  Supreme  Court  of  Admt- 
rahy  should  find  that  the  charges  aliened  by  the 
captors  were  so  well  iounded  as  to  mitke  it  prob- 
able that  the  sentence  would  be  unfavorable  to 
the  vessels.  Mr.  Erving  will  be  pleased  to  ob- 
serre,  that  these  are  vessels  acquitted  in  the  first 
iostance  by  the  prize  courts,  and  in  whose  cases 
appeals  had  beeh  made  by  the  captors.  His  Ma- 
jesty has  also  determined  to  cause  to  be  reported , 
to  him  in  thei  same  manner  the  cases  of  tne  fol- 
lowing vessels:  Oscar,  Captain  Cunningham; 
William  and  Jane,  Bunker;  Washington.  Almy ; 
Rachel,  Joseph ;  Charlotte,  Peirce  ;  in  wnich  the 
masters  of  the  vessels  have  had  recourse  to  an 
^peal  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
The  undersigned  flatters  himself  tnat  Mr.  Erv- 
iD^will  find  in  this  compliance  of  the  Kinff,  his 
master,  an  evident  proof  of  the  desire  of  His 
Majesty  to  see  that  the  most  exiict  justice  n^ay 
he  observed  towards  the  American  vessels  brought 
into  the  Danish  ports.  His  Majesty,  who  has 
seen  with  great  satisfaction  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  properly  appreciates  the  sentl- 
meots  of  justice  and  ^Quitj  which  animate  him, 
feels  gratified  in  manifesting  to  him  that  he  de- 
sires to  preserve  and  to  coltivate',  on  his  part,  the 
relations  of  good  understanding  and  of  amitv 
which  have  always  subsisted  between  the  Danish 
Government  and  that  of  the  United.  States  of 
America.  It  is  enjoined  ,on  the  undersigned  t^ 
charge  Mr.  Erving  with  assuring  his  Government 
fhat  the  inteations  of  the  King,  his  master^  are 
invariable  in  this  respect. 

lo  regard  to  vessels  under  the  American  flag, 
arrested  at  sea  by  Danish  cruisers,  and  which 
Were  found  dnder  the  convoy  of  British  ships  of 
J^ar,  Mr.  Erving  will  permit  the  undersigned  to 
have  the  honor  of  observing  to  him,  that  when 
the  fact  is  fully  proved,  the  searching  after,  and 
Jne  use  made  of,  the  protection  of  the  enemies  of 
Denmark,  in  the  seas  which  wash  the  shores  of 
«is  Majesty's  dominions,  or  in  those  which  en- 
^ifon  them,  cannot  be  viewed  by  the  Danish  Qov- 
ernment  but  as  having  taken  from  these  vessels 
iheir  original  character  of  neutrals ;  but  the  King, 
^01  having  been  willing  that  the  courts  should  at- 
fnbute  to  vessels  under  the  American  flag  the  ha  v- 
*ttg  been  placed  (cfe  9^itre  inis)  under  the"  protecton 


of  his  enendies,  unless  the  fact  waa  proved,  has  very 
recently  directed  that  proofs  the  tnost  evident  be 
rei^uiifed  to  establish  the  fact,  that  a  vessel  under 
the  American  flag  had  been  {aU  Hri)  under  Eng« 
lish  convoy.  The  undersigned  cannot  but  urge, 
in  favor  ot  the  principle  estabHshed  by  the  elev- 
enth article  of  the  ordinance  for  privateering,  tha 
tirgament  that  he  who  causes  himself  to  be  pro- 
tected, by  that  act  ranges  himself  on  the  side  of 
the  protector,  and  thus  puts  himself  in  opposition 
to  the  enemy  of  the, protector,'  and  eviaently  re* 
nounces  the  advantages  attached  to  the  character 
of  friend  t^him  against  whom. he  seeks  the  pro- 
tection. If  Denmark  should  abandon  this  prin- 
ciple, the  navijpators  of  all  nations  would  find 
their  account  in  carrying  on  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain  nnder  the  protection  of  English 
ships  of  war,  without  running  any  risk.  We 
every  day  see  that  this  is  done ;  the  Danish  Gov* 
ernment  not  being  able  to  place  in  the  Way  of  it 
sufficient  obstacles.  The  undersigned. will  add  a 
single  observation,  which  will  serve  to  convince 
Mr.  Erving  that  this  principle  is^  in  the  v iff w  of 
His  Majesty,  as  just  as  it  is  invariable ;  it  is,  that 
every  Danish  vessel  which  should  make  use  of 
ED^fish  convoy  is  condemned,  if  she  is  convicted 
of  It,  in  like  manner  as  a  foreign  vessel.  It  is 
but  too  well  known  that,  in  all  times  during  marw 
time  wars,  neutral  navigation  has  been  exposed 
to  embarrassments  and  delays.  The  Danish  nav- 
igation has  had  experience  of  it  in  its  time.  It 
is,  therefore,  that  the  King  has  established  rules 
for  privateering,  which  place  the  navigation 
truly  neutral,  udder  cover  from  vexations.  His 
Majesty  would  equally  have  wished  entirely  to 
have  prevented  captured  vessels  from  experienc- 
ing delays  of  any  importance  when  it  was  found 
that  ^hey  had  their  papers  on  board,  in  ordeir,  {en 
regie,)  and  that  they  had  not  improperly  used 
them  to  carry  on  a  simulated  comtnerce  on  ac- 
count of  the  enemy  of  Denmark.  He  is  con- 
vinced that  he  has  taken  for  this  purpose  all  the 
measures  in  his  power,  and  he  is  resolved  care- 
fully to  watch  over  their  execution.  These  rneas** 
ures,  and  the  will  (volonti)  of  the  King  ofler  sure 
guarantees  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
that  the  vessels  under  their  flag  will  be  able  to 
navigate  in  the  seas  and  waters  visited  by  the 
Danish  cruisers,  without  any  risk  of  being  mo- 
lested by  them,  or  brought  in,  if  their  papers  are 
in  order,  {en  regie,)  and  there  is  no  reason  ta  sup- 
pose that  they  have  been  improperly  used.  The 
vessel  which  is  destined  to  carry  into  any  port 
whatever  produce  and  merchandise  which  are 
not  admitted  into  that  port  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  State  to  which  it  belongs,  will  not  be  con- 
sidered as  in  role,  (en  regie,)  and  the  navigators, 
who  may  aim  at  employing  their  vessels  in  this 
way,  will  only  have  to  blame  themselves  if  their 
enterprise  leads  to  their  injury. 

The  undersigned,  in  acquitting  himself,  as  he 
had  just  done,  of  the  orders  of  his  Sovereign, 
cannot  deprive  hiiDself  of  the  honor  of  agftin  re- 
minding Mr.  Erving  that  the  navigation  and  the 
commerce  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
found  a  reception  and  an  ouUet  for  the  produc* 


1995 


APPENDIX. 


1990 


BekUians  vdih  Denmark, 


^ioDS  of  their  couatry  in  the  porU  uudex  the  do- 
minion of  the  Sing  of  Denmark,  at  a  time  when 
they  did  not  enjoy  the  same  adrantage*  in  the 
ports  of  the  greater  part  of  the  States  of  Kurope. 
This  circumstance  will  sufficiently  prove  to  the 
American  Qovernment  that  that  of  Denmark  is 
fully  aware  of  the  reciprocal  utility  of  the  rela- 
tions of  commerce,  and  of  good  understanding 
between  the  two  nations. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  of  renewing  to 
Mr.  Erving  the  assurance  of  his  high  considera- 
tion. .     ROSENKRANTZ'. 

[Referred- to  in  Mr.  Erving's  despatch  of  July  15.] 

No.  2. 
Mr.  Erring  to  Mr.  Rosenkrantz. 

Copenhagen,  June  30,  1811. 

The  undersigned,  special  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  has  received  the  note 
which  His  Exoellencv  M.  de  Rosenkrantz,  First 
Minister  of  State  and  Chief  of  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  was  pleased  to  address  to  him 
on  the  28th  instant,  in  reply  to  th6  representations 
made  by  the  undersigned,  on  the  6th  and  7th  in- 
stant, respecting  the  reclamations  with  which  he 
is  charged.  He  shall  immediately  transmit  his 
Excellency's  said  note  to  the  Qovernment  of  the 
tlnited  States^  and  is  persuaded  th^t  the  Presi- 
dent will  receive,  with  sreat  satisfaction,  the  re- 
ciprocation which  His  Majesty  has  therein  offered 
of  the  friendly  sentiments  which  the  undersigned 
was  ordered  to  express.  These  dispositions,  and 
the  juat  and  liberal  views  of  His  Majesty,  with 
regard  to  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  as  declared  in  his  Excellency '£»  note,  sibce 
they  leave  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  his  Maj- 
esty has  been  wholly  unaware  of  the  great  inju- 
ries which  that  commerce  has  lately  sustained 
within  his  dominions,  afford  to  the  undersigned 
the  happy  presage  of  a  favorable  termination  to 
the  business  with  which  he  is  entrusted,  and  a 
sure  pledge  that  the  harmonv  which  has  hitherto 
lUways  subsisted  between  toe  two  Governments 
will  still  be  maintained  in  its  full  extent  and 
l^erfectipn. 

Thus  assured  of  meeting,  on  the  part  of  His 
Majesty's  Qovernment,  with  no  dispositions  but 
those  which  arfe  of  the  most  just  and  friendly 
character,  it  is  with  mote  than  ordinary  pleasure 
that  the  undersigned  proceeds  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty. 

,  His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  State,  after 
showing  the  causes  which  have  occasioned  the 
capture  of  so  many  vessels  under  the  American 
flag,  observes,  that  in  all  cases  where  the  Supreme 
Tribunal  of  Admiralty  has  found  (hat  the  papers 
on  board  such  vessels  prove  their  American  char- 
acter, and  where  theur  beutrality  has  not  been 
abused  by  any  attempt  to  cover  enemy's  property 
under  simulated  papers^  both  vessels  and  cargoes 
have  been  released.  Such  is  undoubtedly  the  im- 
pression on  the  mind  of  His  Majesty,  who  has 
been  convinced  that  the  inquiries  pointed  out  by 
his  instructions  have  been  conducted  with  all  the 
impartiality  by  which  those  instructions  were 
dictated ;  but  it  can.  be  shown,  in  a  multiplicity 


of  cases,  that  the  high  court  has  entered  into  mat- 
ter entirely  irrelevant  to  thei  object  of  the  iostroe- 
tions ;  that  it  has  given  weight  to  evideaee  eo- 
tirely  inadmissible,  and  has  resorted  to  pretexts 
for  condemnation  entirely  insufficient.  It  shall 
be  shown  to  His  Majesty,  that  thus,  contrary  to 
his  royal  intention,  a  great  mass  of  Amerieaa 
property  has  been  unjustly  condemned  in  the 
nigh  court,  whether  by  a  misconstraetion  or  mal- 
application  of  His  Majesty's  regulations,  the  dd- 
dersigned  will  not  undertake  to  say ;  perhaps  it 
may  not  be  important  to  inquire,  since,  be  the 
source  of  this  evil  what  it  m&y,  to  the  royal  seate 
of  justice  only  the  inlured  now  have  to  look,aBd 
they  look  with,  confidence,  for  redre».  Thede* 
tails  upon  this  subject  will  be  vx>luminous.  The 
undersigned  will  here  point  only  to  one,  and  that 
a  recent  decision,  (being  the  first  which  presents 
itself,)  by  way  of  exemplificatioit* 

In  the  ease  of  the  American  ship  **  Swiftt"  ChampUn. 

In  the  high  court,  on  the  11th  of  March,  1811, 
this  ship  was  condemned  on  an  allegatioa  that 
Captain  Champlin  had  thrown  some  papers  over- 
board ;  which  allegation  bad  no  better  or  other 
support  than  the  oaths  of  seven  of  the  privateers- 
mcn  who  captured  her.  . 
'  It  is  to  be  observed  on  this  sentence: 

First,  as  to  the  alleged  fact.  The  Royal  lo- 
structioDS  of  March^  1810.  after  stating  what  shall 
be  deemed  causes  of  condemnation,  in  the  twelfth 
section,  states  what  shall  be  cause  of  suspicion, 
and  subject  vessels  to  further  examination ;  tuH, 
in  the  article  E,  specifies  the  throwing  overboard 
or  destroying  papers.  This  throwing  orerboard 
or  destroying  papers^  then,  constitutes  ground  of 
suspicion  only,  and  authorizes  further  examina' 
tion  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  that  fact 
can  implicate  the  neutral  character  of  the  restel 
Now,  in  the  course  of  the  further  examination, 
on  this  rrial,  the  neutrality  of  the  ship  and  the 
fairness  of  her  voyage  were  fully  established.  The 
alleged  circumstance  with'  respect  to  her  papers,. 
therefore,  remained  naked,  and  unsupported  bf 
any  sort  of  ground  or  pretext  for  coodetnnatioo, 
and  yet  she  was  condemned ! 

Secondly,  as  to  the  evidence.  The  Amerieaa 
master  objected  that  it  was  contrary  to  all  the 
principles  of  justice  and  law  to  admit  toe  erideoce 
of  privateersmen,  who  were  parties  interested  la 
his  condemnation  ^  but  the  court  decided  that  they 
were  not  interested,  and  that  their  evidence  must 
be  admitted,  and  that  the  evidence  of  the  crewol 
the  American  ship  should  not  be  admitted  torebat 
it.  The  American  master  then  went  on  tosho^ 
that  the  witnesses  were  interested,  and  produced 
a  contract  made  between  them  and  the  owners 
of  the  privateer — the  authenticity  of  which  was 
acknowledged — by  which  it  appeared  tb^^ J**? 
equipage  of  the  privateer  were  to  receive  half  ot 
the  next  prize  which  they  might  take.  Still  the 
court  determined  that  they  were  not  interested  m 
the  condemnation  of  this  ship,  and  that  their  en- 
dence  should  be  admitted  \  The  American,  roas- 
ter then  went  on  to  prove  that  it  was  inwo^v^*^ 
they  should  hav*  $worn  truly ;  they  h(^d  declarec* 
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that  the  papers  thrown  oTerboard  wereof  the  siz« 
of  aboQi  ajz  iaches  square,  and  had  heea  passed 
through  a  certain  opening,  in  the  after  part  of  the 
ship.  The  American  master  proved,  bf  the  ex- 
amination and  declaration  of  two  Danish  masters, 
that  the  priTateersmen  could  not  hare  seen  them 
drop  into  the  waier  as  they  had.  stated ;  and,  fur* 
ther,that  the  hole  pointed  out  was  not  large  enough 
for  them  so  Co  hare  been  passed  through.  But, 
neither  did  these  proofs  produce  any  effect  in  faror 
of  the  Amerfciln ;  he- was  predestiDed  to  condem- 
nation. The  court  had  no  disposition  io  reject 
the  eridenee  of  the  prirateersmen,  thongh  the 
same  prirateersmen  had  produced  two  other  men 
to  swear  that  they  bad  seen  ihis  same  ship  "Swift" 
at  Lirerpool ;  and  Captain  Champlin  prored,  that 
one  day  after  the  day  in  which  this  evidence  stated 
that  he  was  at  Lirerpool,  be  spoke  to  His  Majes- 
ty's gun-brig  the  ^^  Sea  Quit." 

The  undersigned  trusts  that  anr  comment  what^ 
erer  upon  soeh  a  sentence  would  be  entirely  sn- 
Defflnous^—a  sentence  in  direct  violation^  of  His 
Sfajesty'a  instructions.  He  will  only  add,  that 
the  property  thus  condemned  is  raided  at  one 
hundred  thousand  Spanish  dollars^ 

The  explanation  which  the  Minister  of  State 
eires  as  the  objection  made  by  the  tribunals  to 
French  certificates  of  origin,  and  the  order  which 
His  Majesty  haa  now  been  pieced  to  issue  on 
that  subject,  though  applying  only  to  tW9  of  the 
cases,  ris  :  the  ^^Nimrod"  and  ^Richmond," 
named  in  the  list  iransmitted  to  His  Excellency 
OD  thedth  instant^  and  both  lately  acquitted,  can- 
not fail  of  t>euK^  satisfactory ;  butobserring  there- 
in that  the  notification  made  by  the  French  &or- 
ernment  was  not  till  the  22d  September,  the 
ttadentigned  cannot  refrain  from  aeain  adrerting 
to  the  conduct  of  the  high. court,  which,  in  a  sen- 
teoee  giren  on  the  22d  December,  in  the  case  of 
the  '' Agent,"  Row,  justified  the  capivre  of  that 
'hip  in  the  month  of  June,  upon  the  grootid  that 
she  had  with  her  papers  a  French  certificate  of 
origin;  and  upon  that -same  ground,  and  tipoft 
^^  only^  decreed  that  a  sum  of  fire  huhdred  rtx- 
dolUrs  should  be  paid  to  the  captors.  Precisely 
the  same  decision  was  giren  about  the  same  time 
in  the  case  of  ihe  ^^  Julian,"  Abbot. 

In  the  order  which^  His  Majesty  has  now  issued 
with  respect  to  the  eleren  cases  pending  in  the 
high  court,  and  as  specified  in  the  Minister  of 
Slate's  note,  the  updersigoed  recognises  the  de- 
termination of  His  Majesty  to  insure  justice  to 
the  American  claims,  and  be  has  the  honor  to 
&Bs«ue  His  Bxcellenejr  the  Minister  that  the  Pres- 
ident will  reeeire  with  peculiar  satiafaotion  the, 
deeiaratipn  of  His  Majesty^  aecompanying  this 
ftct,  and  charging  the  undersigned  to  communi- 
cate to  His  CJorernm^t  His  Majesty's  inrariable 
disposition  to  cultirate  the  good  intelligence  and 
friendly  Intercourse  which  ouzht  always  to  sub- 
''•^tween  the  two  poaatriesT 

When  on  erery  point  there  is  the  pleasing  pros- 
P^t  of  a  perfect  accord,  it  is  with  regret  that  the 
TtDdersigoed  feels  the  necessity  imposed  on  him 
of  differing  in  opinion  with  his  Excellency  Mr. 
'ie  Rosenkrantz  on  the  subject  of  the  ccnroy  case*. 


and  of  contesting  sdme  of  the  doctrines  whieh  the 
Minister  has  laid  down  as.  applicable  to  those 
cases. 

His  Excellency  has  not  thought  proper  to  reply 
to  tbe  reasoning  upon  which  the  undersigned  basee 
his  reclamation,  which,  therefore,  remains  in  ita 
entire  force ;  nor  has  he  produced  anythinff  which 
can  be  deemed  satisfactory  in  support  of  the  prin- 
ciple assumed  in  the  royal  instruction  to  which, 
that  reasoning  has  been  applied.  The  Minister 
of  State  ha»  produced,  i^  faror  of  the  principle 
in  question,  the  single  argument,  that  he  who 
puts  himself  under  the  protection  of  another, 
does,  thereby,  take  side  with  his  protector,  and 
renounces  the  adrantages  which  belong' to  the- 
quality  of  friend,  as  to  him  against  whom  he 
seeks  protection.  In  rain  are  "the  books  exam- 
ined to  discorer  the  source  from  which  this  ar- 
gumeht  is  drawn;  in  rain  are  history  and  the 
records  of  diplomacy  resorted  to  for  authority,  or 
for  any  countenance  grren  to  the  doctrine  whichi 
it  embraces.  But  these  books,  and  these  records, 
have  they  lost  their  title  to  resnect  ?  Hare  they 
become  a  dead  letter?'  His  Majesty  certainly 
does  not  assume  to  act  on  principles  nbknoWn  to 
them,  to  originatea  practice  at  once  undefined  in 
its  limits,  and  rigorous  in  its  character  beyond  all 
precedent:  in  hostility,  also,  with  the  ancient  doo^ 
trines  of  Denmark,  and  a  stranger  to  all  her  mari- 
time coctes ;  ao  much  a  stranger  as  that  it  i^  not 
found  even  in  the  royal  instructions  issued  on  the 
14th  September,  1807.  His  excellency  the  Min- 
ister of  State  supposes  an  acquiescence  in  this, 
new  rnle,sUponahd  consideration  that  it  is  applied 
to  Danish  ships  as  well  as  to  strangers.  Certainly 
tbe  United  States  will  nerer  dipute  the  equity  or 
propriety  of  any  law  emanating  from  His  Maj- 
'CSty's  authority,  and  applied  to  his  own  subjects); 
but  it  is  equally  certain  that  they  found  their 
rights  upon  the  public  law  only,  and  canaotcon^ 
sent  to  place  th)em  at  the  disposition  of  any  par- 
tial authority,  or  to  limit  them  by  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  belligerent  Powers,  It  is  not  readily 
conceired'  how  Danish  ships,  or  ships  of  the  allies' 
of  Denmark,  being  subject  to  the  capture  of  the. 
enemy,  can  be  found  under  his  conroy ;  r^ela 
carrying  such  flags  and  so  found  cannot  but  be 
enemy's  property  \  but  if,  by  whaterer  iheans,  Hia 
Majesty's  subjects  do  put  themselres  under  ene- 
my's conroy,  they  are  doubtless  guilty  of  a  high 
crime,  and  richly  merit  all  the  punishment  which- 
bis  laws,  inflict.  But  is  the  same  rule  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the 'property  and  to  the  citheens  of  a 
ueutral  and  independent  Power  ? 

Thus 'much  the  undersigned  has  found  it  hia 
duty  to  say,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  before  . 
stated,  ana  remaii^s  unanswered,  respecting  the 
principle  assumed  in  the  royal  instruction  of 
March,  1810  j  but  he  finds  one  part  of  the  Minis- 
ter's note  which,  as  he  apprehends,  goes  much 
beyopd  that  instruction,  and  which  would  pre^ 
elude  thie  neutral  from  ^ny  kind  of  justification 
for  being  found  under  enemy's  cohroy. 

It  were-a  gross  dereliction  of  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  should  the  undersigned  leave  the 
letot  room  for  his.Bxcellency  to  suppose  that  the 
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American  GoTernmeDt  will  accede  to  the  fictioa 
propounded  by  his  ELxeellency,  viz:  that  neutral 
vessels  found  under  eneriiy's  convoy  '*  have  eo  facto  ■ 
lost  their  original  quality  of  neutrals.  This  idea 
was  certainly  more  fully  and  distinctly  expressed 
in  conversation ;  and  seeing  that  there  are  parts 
of  his  Excellency's  note  which  favor  a  different 
conclusion,  he  eagerly  seizes  the  hope  that  it  is 
not  really  intended  to  carry  the  doctrine  to  sjich 
an  extent ;  yet,  as  in  a  matter  of  such  importance 
nothing  should  remain  equivocal,  the  under^ignjed, 
desirons  of  laying  it  bensre  the  President  in  the 
most  distinct  manner,  requests  that  he  may  be 
favored  with  'an  explanation  as  to  wJbatever  is 
susceptible  6f  misconstruction* 
.  His  Excellency,  pursuing  the  idea  above  cited, 
in  mentioning  the  instructions  which  Hi^  Ma- 
jesty has  now  given  to  his  tribunals  to  direct  tbeir 
examinations  on  American  vessels  found  under 
enemy's  convoy,  says:  *'  QrUe  lespreuves  les  plus 
^videntes  seront  r^quises  pour  prouver  qu'un  na- 
vire  sous  pavilion  Americain  ait  iti  sous  convoi 
anglois."  Yet,  it  is  hoped  that  the.  words  ait  iU 
are  not  intended  to  be  connected  with  what  is 
above  quoted,  but  rather  that  they  are  tq  be  gov- 
erned by  the  sense  of  the  words  ^'9'0/re  miff  mim 
la  protection,^^  found  in  the  same  sentence ;  by  the 
words  ^' la  recherche  et  V usage  faite,^^  in  the  par* 
agraph  precedinsj  by  the  words  ^^eefait  f/roU*- 
^er,*' which  will  bear  the  same-constructionio  the 
paragraph  following;  and.  finally,  by  the  words 
in  the  article  ^'D^"  clause  2,  of  the  Royal  instruc- 
tions of  March,  1810,  construed  ^*  using  convoy^" 
which  must  be  supposed  to  mean  a  voluntary  use 
of  convoy,  and  cannot  intend  vessels  which  have 
been  forced  into,  or  have  accidentally  foi|nd.  them- 
selves in,  convoy.  For,  to  condemn  vessels  under 
such  unfortunate  circumstances,  is  that  the  course 
of  a  Power  friendly  to  the  neutral  ?  This  refiee^ 
tion  so  strengthens  the  above  construction  of  the 
words  used  in  the  Royal  order  of  March  10.  as 
not  to  leave  a  possibility  of  supposing  tha(  His 
Majesty  intended  that  such  innocent  vessels  should 
be  affected  by  it.  .  . 

The  undersigned,  cannot  conclude  this  note 
without  expressing  his  full  confidence  that  the 
friendly  dispositions  professed  by  His  Majesty  will 
dispose  him  so  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  his.tri- 
buEi^ls  upon  the  convoy  cases,  as  to  satisfy  the 
just  claims  oftbe  United  States ;  or  without  assur- 
ing his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  State,  in  reply 
to  the  last  observations  in  his  note,  that  the  Amer- 
ican Government  is  also  fully  sensible  of  the  value 
of  the  commercial  and  friendly  relations  which 
have  always  subsisted  between  the  two  countries. 

G.  W.  E. 

His  Ez'cy  M.  Db  RosfiNKRANTz. 


No.  3. 

[Enclosed  and  referred  to  in  Mr.  Erving's  despatch  of 

July  15,  1811.] 

Count  Rosenkrantz  to  Mr.  Erving. 

CoPfiNHAGBN, /tii^y  9,,18U. 
The  undersigned,  Minister  of  State,  and  Chief 
o£  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  has  seeD, 


with  very  particular  satisfaction,  from  the  note 
of  Mr.  Erving,  Minister  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  under  date  of  the  30tb  ultimo,  that  he 
was  not  disappointed  in  his  expectation  of  find- 
ing that  Mr.  Erving  would  acknowledge  the  sen- 
timents of  justice  and  equity  which  animate  the 
King  bis  master,  as  well  as  the  desire  of  His 
Majesty  to  niaintain  a  good  understanding  with 
the  Governnient  of  the  United  States.  But  it  is 
not  without  pain  that  the  same  Minister  of  State 
sees  that  Mr.  Erving  remonstrates  against  the 
sentences  already  definitively  proooanced.  his 
with  the  same  sentiment  that  the  undersigned 
finds  himself  charged  by  the  ordent  of  bis  Sor- 
ereign  to  repeal  to  the  Minister  of  the  United 
Stales  that  His  Majesty  cannot  make  any  gene- 
ral change  in  the  regulations  of  the  ordinance 
for  privateering  issued  on  the  28th  of  March  of 
last  year,  and,  in  consequence,  none  in  the  llth. 
which,  under  the  letter  **  D,"  declares  that  neu- 
tral vessels  that  make  use  01  the  convoy  or  pro- 
tection of  tbe  vesseb  of  war  of  Great  Britain  are 
to  be  considered  as  good  prize,*  if  the  Danish  pri- 
vateers capture  them  under  convoy.  The  under* 
signed  must  repeat  tbvt  Che  rale  laid  down  bjr 
that  article  of  the  ordinance  will  be  followed  bf 
the  prize  coui ts  whenever  the  proofs  are  clear 
that  the  veaseU  under  American  flags,  as  well  as 
those  of  other  nations,  are  found  in  a  conroy 
under  the  protection  df  the  enemies  of  Denmark. 
He  does  not  wish  to  repeat  here  what  he  had  the 
honor  of  stating  on  this  si^bject  in  his  preceding 
note,  bttt.he  begs  Mr.  Erving  to  be  so  good  as  to 
observe  to  his  Government  that  none  of  the  Pow- 
ers ef  Europe  have  called  in  question  the  justice 
of  this  principle* 

Mr.  Erving  ha^  observed  that,  not witbstandio; 
the  Danish  courts  had  not  been  directed  to  con- 
sider the  certificates  "df  origin*  granted  bjr  the 
French  Consuls  is  the  ports  of  America  as  false 
until  after  the  22d  September  of  last  year,  there 
has  nevertheless  been  imposed  upon  two  resrseh. 
acquitted  bv  the  Supreme  Court  of  Admiralif. 
a  floe,  solely  for  having  these  certificates  od 
hoard,  as  Mr.  Evving  has  been  informed.  The 
undersigiled,  although  he  is  not  informed  of  these 
facts,  will  not  call  in  quesftton  tke  assenion  of 
the  Minieter  of  the  United  States;  and  \itm^ 
consequently  suppose  that  the  suspicion  of  <°^ 
legality  of  these  oertiflcatea  was  excited  by  »e 
public  declaration,  which  was  before  made  on 
tt\e  pfirt  of  the  French  Government,  that  the 
Consuls  of  France  were  not  authorized  to  grant 
the  certificates  in  question,  and  that,  for  that  rea* 
son,  the  courts  have  decided  that  the  captors  were 
justified  in  bringing  in  the  vessels  for  exaoiiDa' 

t'on. 

ROSENKRANTZ. 

[Received  in  Mr.  Erving's  letter  of  July  15»  l^^^J 
[No.  1  is  a  list  of  vessels  carried  into  Norwaf 
in  the  years  1809  and  1810.]  , 

[No.  2  is  a  list  of  American  vessels  capUiJr» 
and  carried  into  the  ports  of  Holsteio.  SleswicKs 
aiHl  the  Danish  islands,  in  the  year  1S09.  Ijf^ 
made  by  Mr.  Saabye,  July  14, 1811.    AUo,  a  «*' 


001 


APPENDIX 


2002 


Cof^Tts  qf  American  VeaeU, 


JOC 


( Americatf  resseU  eaptHred  «nd  carried  into 
reports  of  Holstein,  Sleswtck,  and  the  Daoisb 
daods,  in  the  year  1810.] 

[No.  3  is  a  lift  of  Amerioan  vessels  taken  in 
ompany  with  the  remainder  of  a  fleet  under 
ooroy  of  a  British  guta  brig,  aodsent  intoChris- 
iaossod,  by  five  Danish  gyn  brigs,  in  July,  1810.] 

No4.-«It  results  from  the  foregoing  lists  that 
be  number  of  ressels  carried  imo  the  ports  of 
forwiy,-  in  the  year  1809;-  was  thirty-six,  of 
rhich  only  six  have  been  finally  condemned, 
fooe  are  pending. ' 

That  the  number  of  ressels  carried  into  the 
orts  of  Norway,  in  the  year  1310,  was  thirty* 
ix,  of  which  only  eight  are  pending  in  the  High 
'oun  of  Admiralty  at  Copenhagen,  and  of  which 
lere  has  not  been  one  final  coademnation. 

That  the  number  of  ressels  carried  into  the 
orts  of  Holstein,  Siesvicick,  and  the  Danish  is- 
indst.  in  the  ye)Bir  1809,  was  twenty-five,  of  which 
eren  were  condemned  and  eighteen  acquitted. 

That  the  ndmber  of  ressels  carried  into  the 
orts  of  Holstein,  Sleswick,  and  the  Danlfth  is-' 
lods,  in  the  year  1810.  was  sixtr-eight,  of  which 
liaeteen  hare  been  finally  conoemned,  and  six 
re  yet  pending. 

That  of  eighteen  eonroy  cases,  eight  hare 
•een  comlemned)  they  Were  desperate  eases. 
Cen  are  yet  pendmg,  some  of  them  more  farora* 
ily  circumstanced  than  others. 

The  pepding  eases  of  the  foi^tting  lists  are, 
iz:  Of  the  Norway  list  of  1810,  ei^ht,  riz: 
S^eria,  Law;  Os^ar,'  Cttunin^ham;  Resolution, 
Sldridge;  Minerra,  Baker ;  Putsbdrg.  Yardsley ; 
Aaria  Theresa,  Phelps;  Richmond,  Jarris*  and 
Imiable  Matilda,  Hague.  Papers  sent  to  Paris 
D  the  cases  of  Lydia,  Chcrers,  and  Zeno,  Stow. 

Of  the  Danish  list  of  1810,  six,  riZ:  Nimrod, 
)mitb;  William  and  Jane,  Bunker;  Fair  T ra- 
ter, Craig  ;  Minerra  So^y th,  Mann ;  Washing- 
CD,  Almy ;  and  Ariel,  Butler. 

Of  the  eonror  cases,  ten,  riz :  Annawan,  Don- 
ildson ;  Hope,  Rhea ;  Mary,  Ropes ;  Hope,  Meik ; 
iebeeca,  Meik;  Janus,  Gawn;  Hesper,  Cash- 
Dg ;  Elizabeth,  Campbell ;  Polly,  Grares,  and 
lis,  Russell. 

[No.  5  is  a  iist  of  cases  finally  condemned.^ 

[No.  6 is  ai^ote  of  the  fbrrher  proceedings  on 
he  twentj-four  pending  cases  subsequent  to  May 
K),  1811,  mcluding  eonroy  cases.] 

From  the  foregoing  statemenu  i|iay  be  seen 
he  situation  of  Amerioan  claims  on  the  30th  of 
May,  1811.    it  appears  that  there  were,  riz : 
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[No.  7  is  a  list  of  American  ressels  which  have 
entered  Norway,  the  Beit,  or  Sound,  hare  been 
captured,  or  hare  passed  without  interruption, 
since  the  30th  of  Mar,  1811,  (or  intelligence 
respecting  which  ban  been  receired  since  that 
date ;)  iind  note  of  the  proceedings  on  such  of 
them  as  have  been  detained ;  this  list  comprising 
the  whole  of  Americaa  cases  for  the  year  1811.J 


CAPTURES  OF  AMERIOAN  VESSELS. 

[Communicated  to  Cpngress,  April  22,  1812.] 

Th  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senatje  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of 
the  4th  of  March  last. 

April  23, 1812.  JAMES  MONROE. 


•  Total  - 


-  187 


Cleared        -        -        - 

condemned  •".•,-•• 

trending       -  •     • 

Condemned  cases  of  a  desperate  character  •> 

3ases  transferred  to  Paris    •  *      - 

Eonroy  cases  pending--       .       -        -        . 


114 

ai 

14 

16 

2 

10 


Total  - 


-  187 


Department  of  Stati:,  Aprfl  23|  1812. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  ot  the  4ih  March 
last,  has  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enclosed 
papers,  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  contain  all,  the  in- 
formation in*  this  Department  "  relatire  to  eap-  - 
tures  made  by  the  belligerents  since  the  1st  day 
of  May,  1811,  of  ressels  of  the  United  States 
bound  to  or  from  the  Baltic^  or  ^thin  that  sea.'' 

An  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

B. 
'  £xlract~Mr.  ErTii^to  ike  Secretary  of  State, 

COPBNBAOBN,  Juljf  28,  1811.* 

I  hare  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  copies  of 
my  note  io  Mr.  De.Roseakraatz,  dated  17th  iu'^ 
stant,  upon  the  eonroy  question,  and  his  reply  of 

the27lh. 

The  reference  to  my  abore-meniioned  note  to 
the  Royal  Chancery,  as  stated  in  the -Minister's 
reply,  did  not  take  place  until  the  24th  or  25th ; 
in  the  mean  time  two  of  the  cases  therein  men- 
tioned, riz :  the  Annawan  and  the  Hesper,  were 
condemned  by-the  high  court;  I  think  it  proba- 
ble that  the  remaining  two  cases,  in  which,  as 
yott  will  perceire  by  that  note,^the  eridence'  of 
force  used  to  compel  the  ressels  to  join  eonroy 
is  more  clear  than  in  the  other  cases,  will  be 
acquitted. 

^iace  the  date  of  my  last,  upwards  of  twehty 
of  our  ressels  hare  passed  up  the  Baltic ;  some 
few  of  these  hare  been  detained,  examined,  and 
released.  Eight  ressels  hare  come  down  bound 
for  the  Ut^tted  States ;  of  these  fire  hare  been 
detained,  one  the  "  Experiment,"  Vibbert,  baring 
despatches  on  board  from  Mr.  Adams,  was  re* 
leased  instantly  on  mr  application ;  .three  others 
were  released  after afew  days^ detention,  and  one 
only  (harittg  an  Eaglish  license,  laden  for  Eng- 
lish account,  and  being  bound  to  Ireland)  is  pend- 
intrin  the  Prize  Court. 

It  is  said  that  a  great  number  of  our  resaels 
hare  gone  up  under  eonroy,  1  find  it  is  impos- 
sible to  obtain  in  advance  any  secarity  for  such 
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pf  tbese  cases  as  mayreturo  without  convoy ;  (he 
clause  id  the  King's  instructioDs,  agaiD9t  which 
I  hare  thought  it  my  duty  to  protest^  is  uodej^ 
stood  to  ..extend  to  all  vessels  which  have  used 
eneoiy's  cotivoy  during  the  voyage  (out  and 
home)  in  which  they  are  actually  engaged. 

(enclosed  in  Mr!  Erving's  letter  of  July  ItS.] . 
.  Mr.  £rying  to  Mn  Rosenk^tz. 

CoPENHAGdN,  July  17,  181 X. 
Sir:  -The  undersigned  special  Minister  of  ^he 
'  United  States  of  America,  m  acknowledging  the 
^receipt  of  the  note  dated  9th  instant  of  his  Excel- 
lency Mr.  De  Kosenkrahtz,  First  Minister  of 
State,  and  Chief  of  the  Department  for  Forei|pn 
Afiairs,  cannot  but  express  the  very  great  con- 
'  cern  with  which  he  has  seen  the  determination 
of  His  Majesty  therein  declared  of  adhering  to  a 
rule  of  proceeding  with  regard  ta  American  ves- 
sels found  under  British  convoy,  against  which 
the  undersigned  has  so  formally  protested  and 
remonstrated  as  a  violation  of  principle  derived 
from  the  law  of  «atioos,  to  which  the  United 
States  can  «ubmit  the  arbitration  pf  their  neutral 
rights ;  that,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  other 
Governments,  with  which  that  of  America  has 
from  time  to  time  found  itself  in  collision  upon' 
similar  questions,  Hrs  Danish  Majesty  confines 
himself  to  a  declaration  of  his  will,  unsupported 
by  authoritiea  or  examples,  and  unqualifl^d  by 
any  mt>difteation8  of,  or  exceptions  to,  the  offen- 
sive principle  in  question,  adapted  to  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  ci|ses  which  may  be  affected 
by  it,  and  finaHy,  (kat  liy  the  operation  of  this 
rule,  cases  now  depending  in  the  high  court  of 
ships  and  cargoes  purely  and  wholly  American, 
wherein  neither  the  owners  nor  masters  have 
done,  attempted  to  do^  or  contemplated  any  injury 
or  offence  to  His  Majesty's  belligerent  rights,  are 
to  be  condemned  because  they%ave  had  the  pre- 
vious misfortune  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  hts^ 
enemyj  neither  the  regfular  form  in  which  these 
vessels  have  entered  th«  Baltic,  paying  their 
Sound  dues,  neither  the  judicial  mvestigalionii 
which  have  established  their  neutrality,  neither 
orders  found  on  hoard  directing  thetii  not  to  take 
British  convoy,  neither  the  notoriety  nor  the  moat 
clear  proofs  or  their  having  been  forced  into  con- 
voy—- these  it  seems  are  not  to  atail.  But  that 
His  Majesty  may  see  in  the  most  distinct  manner 
the  full  effect  of  his  oWn  rule,  ai\d  that  the  rep- 
resentations of  the  undesigned  against  it  may  go 
accompanied  by  clear  exemplifications  of  the  in- 
justice which  it  operates,  so  that  it  shall  at  all 
limes  appear  that  he  has  not  remonstrated  but  on 
sufficient  grounds,  and  that  he  has  not  magnified 
the  cause  of  oomplaint,  he  will  here  briefly  state 
the  eircumstances  of  tlie  only  four  vessels  which 
remain  uncoodemoed  of  eighteen  which  were 
taken  under  the  same  convoy.  These  are.  the 
Annawan.  Donaldsonf  Hesper,  Gushing;  Hope, 
Ehea;  Elizabeth,  CampbelU  The  first  two 
names  of  these  vessels  (Annawan  and  Hesper) 
w^e  captured  by  His  Majesty's  cruisers  on  en* 
tering  the  Baltic;  they  underwent  a  trial  in  the 


Prize  Courti  when  their  neutrality  was  folly  » 
tablished,  and  they  were  released.  These  pre- 
vious proceedings  leave  scarcely  a  possibility  of 
supposing  that  they  sought  convoy  on  their  ^^ 
turn  {  but  the  assurance  in  this  respect  is  com- 
pleted .and  confirmed  by  the  unanimous  declara- 
tions of  the  masters  and  crews,  proving  mflst 
inconte^tably  that  they  were  fisrced  to  join  the 
British  convoy.  The  klizabeth^  Oaptain  CatDp- 
bell,  was  also  captured  on  her  outward  Toytge 
by  His  Majesty's  cruisers ;  her  neutrality  wu 
established,  and  she  was  acquitted  by  the  Priz« 
Court.  T^e  fact  of  her  having  been  forced  into 
convoy  conformably  to  the  unanimot^  declaratioB 
of  the  master  and^crew  is  found  also  recorded  ia 
her  log-book,  under  date  June  18, 1812. 

The  instrhetions  of  the  supercargo,  Fisher, 
found  on  hoardy  direct  the  captain  ia  tbese 
words,  viz. 

"On  your  passage  down  the  Baltic  yoawiii 
call  at  Elsiaeur  and  pay  the  Sound  duues,  if  ii 
your  power  ;'  and  if  prevented  by  -any  force  oi 
other  occurrence,  you  will  make  the  necesary 
protests,  and  forward  such,  docnmeots  to  Mr. 
Yard  as  will  prove  your-  haying  proceeded  it 
every  respect  in  a  clear  and  reguUr  maaoer.  Ii 
case,  however,  notwithstauding  all  the  documeitt 
you  possess^  you  shguld  meet  with  any  iotemip- 
tidn  whatever,  I-  bt?  you  will,  if  on  any  part  of 
the  Continent;  sedd  me,  an  tstafttte^  and  I  mil 
endea?or|^»  much  as  lies  in  my  power,  to  assist 
you,  eithor  bj  coming  to  you  or  sending  yoo  soch 
proofs  as  lie  in -my  power.  I  have  provided  yM 
with  a  letter  of  credit  on  the  house  of  Messn. 
Parish  db  Co.  of  Hambui^,  in  case  of  need ;  and 
I  shall  also  write  to  MessrSi  Beifour,  BUah^aod 
Ratntds,  to  send  you  assistanee  if  you  are  it 
need  of  it,  which  I  must  confess  1  do  not  appI^ 
liead  from  the  Biizabeth  having  r«gtikrly  fui 
her  Sound  dues,  and  having  been  already  ao* 
quitted  through  the  courts  in  Norway.'' 

The  supereaieo,  Fisher,  also  wrote  to  theabow- 
men^oned  Bdtour,  Ellah,  and  Kainab)  of  El* 
sineur,  directing  them  to  pay  the  Sound  does  oi 
the  Elizabeth,  and  despateh  her  as  quick  as  pos- 
sible; which  letter  aaid  Belfouf  db  Co.  received, 
as  appears  by  their  aflidavits.  In  the  ease  of  tbe 
Hope,  Rhea,  superadded  to  all  other  proof  of  ber 
having  been<  forced  into  «ionvof ,  is  as  eodorse- 
ment  made  on  her  ship's  papers,^  on  the  15tii  Jso^ 
by  the  British  commander,  Cbailes  X>a8kweod,of 
which  the.  ibllowiag  ib  an  eztiaet: 

"Boarded  by  His  Majesty's  shin  Pyiaaos,^ 
the  north  end  of  Qothland,  and  ordered  to  proceed 
to  join  convoy  in  Hano  bay,  nearCadsham.  He 
has  no  Hcen#e  whatever,  yet,  as  it  appears  to  be 
neutral  property,  the  return  of  his  outward  bonod 
cargo,  I  have  my  doubts  about  detaining  ber.  Mf 
object  in  ordering  her  to  join  -convoy,  though  t 
neutral,  is  to  prevent  her  from  going  to  «o  ei^ 
emy^s  port  with  naval  stords.  or  to  be  captured. 

The  undersigned  is  sensible  that  he  has  dov 
said  all  that  the  subject  requires,  yet  he  eaoaot 
leave  any  observation  of  his  fizcellency  Mr.  Dc 
Roaenkrantz  without  replv ;  upon  that,  therefore) 
which  seems  to  call  for  tke  acquiescence  of  the 
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Lmencan  GoTeromeot  to  ihe  role  in  qnestioD, 
ecaase  it  has  not  be«D  disputed  by^  all  Buropean 
^ower.  he  most  remark  that  no  European  Power 
rbaierer  is,  relatively  to  that  ruler,  in  the«arae«it- 
laiioD  as  the  United  States )  bat,  on  the  contrary, 
hateacb  of  them  isimpossibilitated  by  the  nature 
)f  circumstances  from  reclaiming  against  it, 

GEORGE  W.  IRVINa 

[EnckMed  in  Mr.  Endng't  letter  of  Joly  Sa.] 
Mr.  Rotmikranta  to  Mr.  Ervingk 

CoPERB^ocN,  July  27, 1811. 

The  nnd^rsigned,  Minister  of  State,  Chief  of 
he  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  has  the  hon- 
ft  to  inform  Mr.  Erving,  Minister  of  the  United 
Itates  of  Amerkt,  that,  in  conseqaenoe  of  the 
•rticttlar  representations  which  Mr.  Erving  ad- 
ressed  to  him  on  the  17th  instant  in  favor  of 
he  American  vessels  "Annawan,"  ^  Hesper," 
Hope,''  and  ^Elizabeth,"  captured  under  the 
Snglisii  convoy  by  Danish  cruisers,  he  hastened 
0  caose  the  Royai  Chancery  to  make  known  to 
he  Supreme  Tribunal  of  the  Admiralty  the  ar- 
(ameots  furnished  by  the  note  of  Mr.  firvtn^  to 
irore  that  the  said  vessels  had  been  forced  to  jofn 
onroy. 

The  undersigned  has  abo  drawn  (he  attention 
if  the  Snpreioe  Tribunal  to  the  particular  situa- 
ion  in  whicb  these  vessels  were  placed^  He 
rishes  that  this  circumstance  may  determine* the 
adges  of  the  Admiralty  to  make  an  exception 
0  the  roles  eetabitshed  for  the-  government  of 
msers  and  for  the  tribunals  of  prizes. 

The  Minister  of  Slate  has  the  honor  to  pray 
tf  Mr.  Erving  to  be  pleased  to  observe  that  if,  as 
le  remarks,  the  American  vessels  find  themselves, 
ofar  as  r^rds  the  use  they  vnake  of  the  pro- 
eetioa  of  the  enemies  of  Denmark  by  the  means 
)f  convoy,  in  »  situation  or  relation  different  from 
hat  of  vessels  under  the  Bortfpeiin  flags  generalty) 
his  does  not  io  any  degree  ohaoge  the  rule  which 
^  been  prescribed  l>y  the  King  of  Denmark,  be- 
muse, as  has  been  heretofore  alleged  by  the  on- 
leisigoed.  the  protection  of  the  enemy  destroys 
B  him  wbo  uses  it  his  original  quality  of  neutral 
ad  fheod.  This  rule  might,  by  an  event  of  the 
noment,  be  more  applicable  to  tne  condocf  of  the 
masters  of  American  vessels  than  to  that  of  the 
auters  of  vessels  under  any  of  the  Bur<»pean 
ItgSf  but  it  is  calculated  to  be  applied  to  every 
KQtral  flag  without  distinction. 

The  undersigned  is  ooosequently  obliged  again 
0  Slate  to  Mr.lSrviog  that  the  \iseof  tbeEoglish 
*'OD?oy  ia  the  North  See,  or  in  the  Baltie,  expo- 
«8  nemral  vtaseh  to  be  treated  conformably  to 
he  provisions  of  sec.  xi«  lit.  D.  of  4he  ordinance 
plating  privateera. 

He  seizes  this  oeeasion  toieneW'to^he  Minister 
>f  the  United  States  the  aasuranoe  of  his  high  eon* 
ideration.  ROSENKRANTZ. 


Extract— Mr,  Brring  to  the  Seeratary  of  SUta. 

^  COPSNBAGEN,  AugUMt  18,  1811. 

Two  American  vessels,  viz:  the  "Hero"  and 
Radios,"  have  been  captured  by  the  Fireoch  pri* 


vateer  La  Minute.  No.  2..  The  captiain  of  this 
corsair  imagines  tnat  he  can  justify  the  capture 
by  his  Emperor's  decree  against  eolonial  produce, 
within  which  description  he  supposes  the  cotton 
of  these  vessels  (though  the  prodttce  of  Carolina 
aud  Georgia)  to  be  comprised;  the  oil  on  board 
the  Radios  is  from  Gkiliopolis.  The  same  corsair 
is  now  cruising  off  Elsineur,  just  without  the  Da-** 
nish  jarisdiatioq,aod  declares  his  intention  of  stQ|>- 
pinff  every  vessel  which  has  any  colonial  produce 
on  board ;  though,  as  the  season  is  so  far  advtm-' 
oed,  it  is  not  probable  that  there  will  be  many 
more  arrivals  rrom  the  United  States ;  yet  I  have 
taken  measures  to  have  a  Swedish  boat  Ornisin^ 
from  the  island  of  Anholt  to  the  coast  of  SwcdeOf 
to  warn  ^U  vessels  so  that  they  may  pass  through 
the  Belt  and  pay  their  Sound  dues  at  Nyborg. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Erviog's  letter  of  August  18.3 

EUtract  of  a  letter  from  George  W.  Erving,  Esq-j  spa* 
dal  Minister  of  the  United  8talee  at  Oopeahageur  Uh 
Jonathan  Rnssell,  Esq,,  Chaxg^  d'Afiifes  of  the  Uni*> 
ted  States  at  Paris. 

COPENBAOEN,  AtlgtiSt  9,  18ll. 

Brig  Hero,  H.  Blackleg  master,  of  Marblehead, 
owned  by  William  Blacker  So  Sons,  one  hun- 
dred and'  seven  tons  burden,  from  Marblehead, 
bound  to  St.  Petersburg,  witn  a  cargo  of  cotton 
and  coffee. 

Briff  Radius,  B.  Lander,  master,  of  Boston, 
owned  by  William  Gray,  from  Newport  bound  to 
St.  Petersburg,  with  a  cargo  of  oil,  cotton,  dbc. 

Deab  Sir:  The  two  vessels  above  mentioned' 
arrived  at  Elsineur  oq  the  6th  tiutant,  paid  their 
Sound  dues,  and  proceeded  on  their  voyage  j  on 
the  7tb,  the  wind  ahead,  they  anchored  near  this 
port }  yesterday  morniog  about  four  o'clock  they 
got  under  way  again,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day 
were  captured  hy  a  French  privateer  at  about  six 
English  miles  from  the  Danish  shore,  off  the  point 
of  Falsterbrougb,  that  is. within  the  Swedish  ju-. 
riadiction ;  they  were  brought  into  this  port  by 
said  privateer  at  two  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon. 
I  made  every  effort  with  Mr.  Desaugiera,  the 
French  Consul  and  Charg6  d'Affaires,  and  with 
this  (Government,  to  prevent  the  papers  fwhich 
were  immediately  delivered  to  said  Mr.  Desati- 
glers)  being  sent  to  Paris,  and  to  obtain  that  the 
mattersbould  foe  decided  In^the  tribunals  of  this 
country,  but  unhappily  without  effect. 

The  papers  of  those  vessela  will  probably  go  to- 
Paris,  by  the  same  pest ;  the  cases  will  neeessarfiy' 
fall  under  your  care ;  in  the  present  state  of  our 
relations  with  the  Emperor,  we  may  hope  not 
only  for  despatejk  and  afworable  deeision  on  them, 
but  for  some  check  to  the  depredations  which  are 
likely  to  be  eommitted  in  this  quarter.  > 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Erving  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

BSPTBHBSR  8,  1811. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last,  (August  18th,)  the 
same  French  privateer  has  e/aptured  three  of  our 
vessels  bound  up  the  Baltic,  viz:  the  " Egeriai'' 
Lawy "  Hannah,"  Dennis,  and  "  Two  Generals,^ 
Courtois;  she  has  been  latelf  joiaed  by  aooihar^ 
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called  *^Le  Loup ;"  they  lay  at  JBlUineur,  crUtsinir 
Id  favorable  weather  from  thenee  to  the  Kohl 
PoiQt,  and  in  that  position  must  intercept  all  ves- 
sels entering  the  Sound.  The  just  apprehensions 
which  their  proceed inp  hare  excited,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  their  open  declarations,  which  are  not  ao 
well  established,  prevent  our  vessels  which  have 
arrived  from  Petersburg  at  filsiaeur  from  leaving 
that  place*  The  number  of  these  at* present  may 
be  about  ten,  and  will  be  augmenting  daily. 
They  are  impatient  to  depart,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  lateness  of  the  season,  but  because  the  roads 
of  Elsineur  are  not  safe  in  bad  weather ;  some  of 
them  are  disposed  to  sail  and  to  defend  themselves, 
and  have  offered  their  protection  to  others  which 
are  not  prepared  for  defence.  I  havd  hitherto 
been  able  to  dissuade  them  from  this  putpose, 
under  the  reasonable  prospect  of  obtaining  from 
the  Danish  Government  some  security  for  them, 
in  consequence  of  the  application  which  I  have 
made  with  that  view.         ' 


Mr.  Enrisg  to  the  Secretary  of  State.. 

CoPEifBAGEN,  September  23, 1811. 

fiiR :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  add,  to  what  is  con* 
tained  in  my  despatch  of  September  8,  respecting 
our.vessels  then  lying  at  Elsineur  and  bound  to 
the  United  States^,  that,  on  the  21st  instant,  the 
whole  fleet  (Consisting  of  twentv-three  vessels,) 
put  to  sea,  and,  owing  to  the  good  conduct  of  the 
Danish  (g[on boats,  keeping  the  Danish  privateers 
in  order,  it  is  understood  that  none  of  them  have 
been  captured.  I  am  well  persuaded  that  the 
tome  conduct  will  be  observed  on  future  occa- 
sions. Still  farther  to  insure  a  good  police  in 
the  Sotind.  a  Danish  gun-brig,  ordered  to  co-ope* 
rate  with  the  gunboats,  has  to-<lay  been  despatched 
frdm  hence. '  The  enclosures,  No.  31  and  32,  will 
inform  you  more  particularly  as  to  the  departure 
of  our' vessels;  the  two  mentioned  by  Messrs: 
Bdfour  db'  Co.,  the  captains  of  which  had  come 
hither  to  see  me,  followed  the  rest,  and  in  equal 
security,  the  same  day. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  serrent, 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

P.  S.  October  2d.  The  wind  having  continued 
favorable  for  the  fleet,  no  -furllier  intelligenee  re- 
specting it  which  could  be  entirely  relied  on  was 
received  until  yesterday,  when  the  "  Ajugustus," 
^  Flint,  master,  and  "  Horace,"  Leech,  masuer,  both 
belonging  to  Salem,  and  bound  from  St.  Peters- 
burg, to  Boston,  were  brought  back  undar  capture 
(by  the  Danes.)  I  understand  the  ground  ot  cap- 
ture to  have  been,  with  respect  to  the  "Augustus,'^ 
(and  probably  of  the  other,)  that  one  or  more  can- 
non, not  mentioned  on  her  papers,  besides  some 
Danish  muskets,  (the  exportation  of  which  is  pro- 
hibited,) were  found  on  board. 

It  appears  that  the  French  privateers  gave  chase 
to  the  fleet,  continually  firing  to  bring  them  to, 
but  they  did  not  succeed  in  detaining  a  single 
vessel. 

Two  other  of  our  vessels  went  from  hence  on 
the  2itb,  and  gpt  safe  out  alio. 


Since  then  two  more  Frettch  privateers  htre 
arrived,  and  now  they  se^m  disposed  to  croise 
above  this  island ;  one  of  our  vessels  bound  froo 
Petersburg  to 'Elsineur  has  been  sent  in  to^ip. 

^Enclosed  in  Mr.  Erving's  letter  of  September  tl] 

Copenhagen,  September  21, 1811. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  n- 
ceipt  of  your  several  favors  of  the  17th  and  19il 
instant. 

Two  American  captains  from  Ekineur  to-dir 
inform  me  that  whenever  the  wind  is  fair  for  their 
sailing,  the  gunboats,  are  in  4he  habit  of  going  ovt 
and  lying  in  the  channel,  upon  which  morement 
they  lounded  some  apprehension ;  though  I  did  not 
put  the  same  construction  upon  this  practice  u 
they  seemed  to  do,  and  expressed  my  opiaioii  Ac- 
cordingly, yet  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  ioqnife 
further  into  the  matter,  and  have  the  pleasured 
say,  that  I  now  feel  assured  that  th^  iateotion  of 
the  movement  referred  to  is  far  from  hostile;  i\ai 
it  is  the  object  of  the  ganboats,  pursuant  to  His 
Majesty's  mstructioos,  to  preserve  peace  sod  u 
afibrd  the  security  due  to  neutrals  tDiihin  £Gt  Mi^- 
eety^B  jurisdiction  em  the  voter  ;  within  that  jaris- 
diction  I  presume  that  they  will  not  allow  of  aay 
cap^ure^  and  therefore  a  vessel  in  danger  of  cap- 
ture, and  flying  from  dan^^er,  ^Ul  find  protectiot 
under  theix-  gttiks>in  lieu  of  being  endangered  by 
them.  .  G.  TV.E. 

To  Messrs.  Bslpocr.  Bllab, 
Rainals  d&  Co.) 


[Enclosed  in  Mt.  Erving's  letter  of  September  33.) 

From  Belfour  and  Co.  to  Mr.  Ernng* 

£L8U«soa,  September  21, 1811. 
.      .  8^'ciodlr,P.M. 

Sir:  We  crave  reference  to  our  respects  of  ibii 
morning's  date,  and  have  now  to  laform  you  tbtt 
at  twelve  o'clock  this  forenoon,  every  ship  (ex- 
cept two,  the  captains  of  which  were  at  Copea- 
hagen^)  got  under  sail  and  proceeded- do vaCai- 
tegats  when  nearly  ofi*  Ilornbeck,  tbejr  wei^ 
mostly  brought  to,  and  boarded  by  Danish  priTt- 
teers ;  but  as  yet  we  iiave  not  leaned  aajr  were 
detainedN^-  manjr  eeemed  afterwards  to  proceed  oo. 
The  French  privateers  were  much  lower^saf  be- 
low the  Kohl ;  and  many  seemed  inclined  to  (biok 
it  possible  that  they  will  not  be  able  to  board; 
there  being  so  strong  a  current  down,  drifts  them 
further  to  sea  than  thev  are  awate  of.  Unluckily 
there  is  bat  Utile  wind. 

The  ganboats  went  down  at  thfi  same  time,  to 

take  eajpe  that  the  French  did  not  interfere  witbia 

our  jurisdiction.    A  Danish  privateer  that  was 

considered  to  be  acting  improperly  was  ^f^  ^*^^^ 

one  of  the  gunboatsj  and.  untortunately  ooe  maa 

killed  and  iwo  wounded.    We  are,  ^. 

BELFOUR,  &  CO. 


Extract — Mr.  Ervingf  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

CopenhaOen,  November  10,  ISU. 
Two  other  v.essels,  viz:  the  Roboreas,  Wu- 
liaois,  master,  and  Andromache,  Laing,  master, 
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hare  been  captured  hj  the  French  privateers 
grithont  the  Danish  in risdictionj  they  were  bound 
froai  Russia  to  the  United  States'. 

The  Hero  and  Radius,  mentioned  in  letter  of 
IVufost  18  hare  been  condemned  by  the  Council 
)f  Prizes  at  Paris  on  theaUegation  tnat  they  were 
laden  with  colonial  j^roduce  for  Bni;lish  account^ 
kz,',  an  appeal  to  the  Council  of  State  hat  been 
mtered. 

The  cases*  of  the  Two  Generals  and  Hannah, . 
dso  stated  in  the  i&bove  letter,  are  yet  pending 
lere;  the  papers  have- been  demanded  of  the 
Preoch  Charge  d'Afiaires  by  this  GoTernment;  he 
las  written  to  Paris  for  instructions,  which  will 
Ht)UbIy  be  iavorable ;  or,  if  Qotj  as  tke  French  can 
miy  chum  under*  the  Danish  captors,  the  fact  of 
he  vessels  having  been  taken  within  His  Majesty's 
uri.^diction  being  established,  the  cases  must,  bci 
ried  here ;  in  which  event  I  entertain  no  doubt 
Hit  that  they  will  be  acquitted^  v 

In  the  case  of  (be  Egeria,  it .  has  be^  deter- 
Dined  by  this>  Government  that  the  French  oap- 
ors  cannot  daimi  and  the  vessel  will  b^  forthwith 
eleased. 

By  my  despatch  of  September  ^3d,  I  had  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the  departure  f«om 
Slsiaeur  of  twenty-three  homeward  bound  vessels, 
hat  none  of  them  had  been  intercepted  by  the 
?reDch,  and  that  two  oqly  (having  armed  thetn- 
elres  whilst  laying  at  Elsmear)  had  been  broutfjht 
ack  by  a  Danish  privateer ;  these  I  shall  be  able 
0  procure  the  release  of  in  a  short  lime* 

Very  lately  three  other  homeward  bound  ves« 
els^  viz.:  The  Lyon,  Agent,  and  Dol phi a^  hare 
(ooe  out  unmolested ;  by  this  last  we  are  inform- 
ed that  no  Americaii  vessels  remain  at  Peters- 
mrg,  so  that  I  trust  qo^  further  captures  will  be 
nade  this  year  by  either  the^  French  or  Danish 
privateers. 

Of  the  cases  which  wer^.  pending  on  my  arri- 
val at  this  place,  as  by  statement  transmitted 
vith  my  despatch  No.  4,  one  only  (the  Resolu- 
ioQ,EIdridge, master,)  has  been  condemned;  con- 
ey causes  expected.  The  Resolution  belonged 
0  Messrs.  Mioturn  and  Champlin,  of  New  Tork; 
lad  been  bought  for  their  account  in  England, 
luring  our  embargo ;  went  from  .thence  to  Ma- 
leira  and  India  ;  at  Canton  was  laden  partly  for 
iccount  of  said  Minturn  and  Chaitoplia,  and  part- 
y  for  account  of  Chinese  merchants ;-  went  to 
iew  York  after  the  embargo  was  raised,  and 
here  received  the  usual  papers,  with  which  she 
:oDtinued  her  voyage  to  tne  Baltic. 

Of  the  above-mentioned  pending  list  only  one 
;ase  remains  to  be  decided,  the  Minerva  Smyth, 
kfaon,  master ;  it  is  in  rather  an  unfortunate  sit- 
lation,  and  I  have  therefore  delated  it  myself, 
6c  the  purpose. of  procuring,  and  m  the  hopes  of 
otroduciog  into  the  cause  turther  evidence.  It 
Day  be  settled  in  the  course  of  sii  weeks. 

Of  the  list  containing  fifty-eight  vessels,  dated 
^aly  15th,  and  transmitted  with  the  same  des- 
Mitch,  No.  4,  only  nine  were  captured  vessels.; 
tight  of  these  have  been  released  ;  one,  viz :  the 
Charlotte,  Pierce,  master,  has  been  condemned  ; 
fer  owner  weat.uk  her  to  England,  from  whHice 


he  doted  his  instruetfons  to  the  captain ;  the 
other  reasons  assigned  for  condemnation  will  be 
found  in  a  translated  copy  of  the  sentence,  which 
js  No.  87  of  the  file  herewith  transmitted.*  > 

I  also  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  vessels  which 
have  passed  this  way  from  the  date  of  the  last, 
(July  150. to  October  9.  It  amounu  to  eighty- 
two.    Of  those-'    ' 

There  have  been  captured  and  released  -  -  14 
Captured  and  condemned  for  having  English 

license  false  clearance,  having  been  under 

Edglish  con^Toy,  dke.  -  *  -  .  -  -  2 
French  captures,  Hero,  Radius,  Roboreas,  and 

Andromache  -  -  •  >,  -  ,  4 
Pending  oases  in  Norway  *  -  -  .  7 
Peed  ing  leases  in  Copenha^h  *  -  -11 
Continued  their-Toyages  without  ioterruption  44 


Total  - 


82 


Thus  it  appears  that  of  the  two  lists,  making, 
together  one  hundred  and  forty  vessels,  three  only 
have  been  condemned,  and  one  hundred  and  fir- 
teen  have  gone  clear ;  and  besides  these,  a  great 
number  of  vessels  have  arrived  and  departed  fromi 
the  coasts'of  Norway,  Holstein,  and  Jutland,  of 
which  I  have  not  any  particular  accounts,  and 
therefore  the/ are  not  entered  on  the  lists*. 

Of  eighteen  cases  (exclusive  of  French  cap- 
tures) which  were  depending  on  the  Dih'of  Oc- 
tober, five  of  the  Norway;  and  three  of  the  Co- 
penhagen cases  have  been  (avorably  decided ; 
there  has  not  been  one  final  condemnation,  nor 
do  I  see  reason  to  apprehend  that  more  than  on6 
of  those  actually  defending  will  be  condemned  ; 
these  may  probably  all  be  settled  in  the  course 
of  about  fi,ve  weeks. 

,  [Enclosed  in  Mr.  £rving*s  letter  of  November  10.] 

[List  of  American  vessels  arrived  since  July  14, 
18Ui— N.  B»  Those  of  a  prior  date  were  not 
known  t6  have  arrived  on  the  15th  July,  whea 
the  la^t  list  was  made  out/] 

November  1, 1811. 

From  the  foregoing  list,  it  results  that  the  num-. 
ber  of  vessels  which  have  arrived  since  the  15th 
July,  (or  arrivals  not  entered  in  the  list  of  15th 
July,)  is  eighty-two. 

Of  these  there  have  been  captured  and  released  14 
'Condemned  on  justifiable  grounds  -        -   2 

Gone  clear  without  ioterruptioh    -        -     >  -  44 
French  Captures,  ("  Hero,'' «  Radius,"  Robo- 
reas,'' *•  Andromache,")       -        -        -        -   4 
Pending  Norway  cases  -       -        -       -       -   7 
Pending  Denmark  cases        -  .     -       -       - 11 


Total 


82 


Pending  caiet,  October  9,  1811. 

In  iVorwuy— The  Brutus,  Fenno,  master ;  Lau- 
ra, Lambert— acquiued  by  inferior  court ;  captorc 
appeal.    Cometj  Denis;  Industry,  Cook;  Pilot, 

*  This  paper  is  not  in  Mr.  Erving^s  file. 
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Qowet]    Hebe,  Ptwson — released.     Presid^at, 
Portis;  condemaed — Eeglish  property. 

In  Copenhagen — The  Washington,  Browa,  mas- 
ter ;.  Marylaad, Peters ;  Augustus,  Flint ;  Nancy  ^ 
Kveleth;  Jeremiah,  Russell;  Hoiace,  Leech-^ 
condemned  in  the  inferior  court ;  pending  in  the 
high  court.  Packet,  Somes;  Royer,  Urove»; 
Jane  Maria,  Mofiktt — released^  'Hannah,  Den- 
nis;  Two  GEeoefala,  Oouftois«-*doable  captures. 

Of  these;  four  Norway  cases  and  three  Copen* 
hagen  ease's  have  been  released  : 

Norway  cases— **Comct,"  *^  Indoatry,"  **  Pilot,** 
"  Hebe." 

•    Copenhagen  cases— '* -Packet,"  "  RoTer,"  "  Jane 
Maria."- 

One  Norway  case  condemned  on  jnstiflable 
vrooad.  Tea  cases  actually  pendioir. 

GEORGE  W.  BRVING. 


Extract:— Mr.  Enring  to  Mr.  Monroe,  Becretaij  of 

'    8Ute,  dated 

Decembbr  23, 1811. 

My  last  despatch  relating  to  general  business 
was  of  November  10. 

No  further  captures  have  been  made  by  the 
French  privateers  in  this  quarter;  at  Nyborg. 
close  by  the  fort,  a  privateer  called  the  Gkneral 
Durosnel,  commanded  by  one  Captain  Ma$s£, 
has  lately  boarded  and  taken  possession  of  the 
«'  Olive  firanch,"  Bradley,  master,  of  Philadel- 
^pbia,  laden  with  German  goods,  and  having  the 
King's  license.  M.  De  Rosenkrantz  has  promised  ^ 
that  she  shall  be  delivered  up  forthwith ;  but  as 
the  papers  of  the  ship  have  been  put  into  posses- 
sion or  the  French  Consul  by  the  privateersman, 
some  considerable  delay  may  yet  take  place ; 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  but  that  the  Con- 
sul wilt  be  ordered  by  this  Government  to  restore 
the  papers  since  the  Prince  of  ^chmuhl.  (com- 
manding at  Hamburg,)  instantly,  on  learning 
what  had  passed,  saw  fit  to  suspend  Captain 
Mass6. 

Another  privateer,  called  Nordsteirneir,  or 
Northern  Star,  commanded  by  Captain  Weide, 
lately  cut  out  from  the  roads  of  Swinemunde  in 
Prussia,  the  ''Jane  Maria,'*  Moffatt,  master,  (a 
vessel  some  time  ago  released  here.)  Captain - 
Moffatt  and  six  of  his  crew  being  on  shore,  and 
two  Prussian  soldiers  as  guards  on  board,  the  pri- 
vateer's intention  was  to  have  carried  her  into 
Rodstock;  in  that  he  failed,  and  the  wind  not 
allowing  of  his.  entering  any  other  port,  he  was 
obliged  to  brina;  her  to  this  place,  where  she  ar- 
rived a  few  days. since.  The  same  privafeer 
having  formerly  cut  some  Danish  vessels  out  of 
a  port  in  Holstein,  and  having  consequently  been 
prohibited  from  cruising,  was  ordered  away  in- 
stantly on  his  arrival.  I  claimed  the  restitution 
of  the  vessel ;  the  Frenchmen  were  aceordio^lv 
turned  on  shore;  she  is  now  occupied  by  Danisn 
soldiers,  and  waits  only  for  the  arcival  of  the 
Captain  and  crew  (for  whom  I  have  sent)  to  be 
entirely  at  liberty.  The  Prince  of  Echmuhl  has 
also  suspended  this  Captain  Weide. 

Finally,  on  the.  16ih  instant,  the  Augustus, 


Flint,  and  Horace,  Leech,  whose-  cases  were  ma* 
tioned  in  my  despatch  of  November  10,  as  thai 
pending,  having  been  released,  and  proeeeded  (e 
their  voyage,  were  attacked  between  this  a&d 
EUineur  by  two  Frenph  privateers ;  the  Amer- 
ican vessels  escaped,  but  on  their  arrival  st  EK 
siaeur  were  claimed  by  the  privateers,  tod  the 
commandant  there,  though  he  acquiesced  is  ikst 
pretension^  thought  it  his  duty  to  put  them  aodef 
embargo  till  he  coald  receive  the  Bang's  orden. 
1  iiamediately  made  a  suitable  lepresentatioft  of 
this  traoaactioo,and  the  vessels  are  now  pat  it  ihc 
dispoaal  of  iheir  several  captains;  by  one  of 
them  I  shall  traaamit  this  despatch. 

He  (Monsieur  le  Baron  d' Alqni,  lately  Minis- 
ter of  France  at  Stockholm,  bow  at  Copeohages.} 
has  expressed  himself  to  nae  in  the  fullest  ni 
fairest  manner  agjainst .  the  prqeeeding  of  t^ 
French  privateers  in^oeral-,  and  particularlf  is 
the  cases  above  mentioned,  assuring  me  thac  k 
shall  mAkeit  his  huatnessto  have  the  captains  U 
question  severely  punished. 

The  lisU  of  arnvait  hare,  which  I  have  trus- 
mitted  with  former  despatches,  included,  as  fu 
will  have  observed,  all  the  vessels  which  bi 
been  reported  to  me,  whether  entering  or  go»| 
out  of  the  Baltic ;  yet  they  cannot  be  considers 
as  complete. .  My  correspondence  at  filsinea 
Messrs.  Belfour,  Bllah,  Raiaals,  db  Co.,  to  vbos 
I  am  very  much  indebted  for  a  great  deal  of  9» 
ful  information,  furnished  me  with  lists  of  o« 
hundred  and  two  American  vessels  which  ea(e^ 
ed  the  Sound,  bound  to  St.  Petersbarg;  weeal- 
eulate  sixty  to  have  pasaed  through  the. Beit* 
and,  upon  the  whole,  that  about  three  hundret 
and  fifty  cargoes  in  and  out  have  passed  this  fear. 


Cztrsct — Mr.  Erring  to  the  Secretary  of  Sute. 

Febrdart  12, 1S12. 
i  have  also  looked  at  the  results  of  the  hst 
year's  accounts,  and  I  can  safely  say,  aside  tii 
great  satisfaction,  that  when  the  business  i$el(^ 
not  more  than  one  in  forty -six  of  the  lesA 
yrhick  have  passed  (one-fourteenth  of  the  cip- 
turedl  will  have  been  condemned,  which,  iflttic 
ac^al  situation  of  Europe,  and  under  all  the  or- 
cumstances  of  our  commerce,  considered  io  iis 
own  nature,  is  even  a  smaller  proportion  tbtt 
was  to  have  been  anticipated;  however  liters 
suits  of  former  years  may  appear,  I  hope  to  mab 
it  evident  that  our  Government  has  afiordeiv 
effectual  and  complete  protection  to  the  coor 
merce  duriiig  the  last  year,  as  is  possible  for  fiet-i 
tral  commerce  in  these  times  to  receire. 

[A  is  a  list  of  vessels  referred  to  in  Mr.  Ertiog^ 
despatch  of  February  12, 1812.} 

C. 

David  B.  Warden,  Consul  of  the  United  Stste^i,  l^^ 

Secretary  of  State. 

CitaSS  OF  CAPTDBS. 

Case  of  the  American  ahm  Julian. 
The  Julian  left  Philadelphia  the  7th  of  Mtf 
1810,  bound  to  Qottenburg  and  any  free  fon\^ 
the  Baltic.    On  the  19th  of  Juae,  in  patiiog  Fstf 
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tiiod,  she  was  hailed,  in  EDglish,  by  a  vessel  of 
rar,  but  not  boarded,  and  continued  her  course 
or  Gottenburg.  On  the  2l9t  of  said  month  she 
ras  captured  off  the  Naze  of  NorWav,  b^  a  Nor- 
regitQ  privateer,  and  carried  into  Cniristiansand. 
)q  the  27th  of  July,  she  was  released  bj  a  decis- 
OD  of  the  Prize  Coort,  with  an  awara  of  dam* 
MS.  The  eaptors  appealed  to  the  high  cooci 
I  Copenhagen,  which  confirmed  the  former  de- 
isioD.  The  papers  were  not  received  until  the 
th  of  January;  at  this  season  it  was  impossible 
or  the  vessel  to  continue  her  voyage,  and  she 
ras  obliged  to  remain  at  Cbristiansand  until  the 
0th  of  April,  (nearly  ten  months  detained,)  when 
he  sailed  for  Gotten burff,  where  she  arrived  on 
he  12th  instant.  Not  finding  a  Ibarket  there,^ 
be  Captain,  on  the  23d  of  April,  proceeded  to 
lu  Petersburg,  and  paid  the  usual  toll  at  Blsi- 
teur.  On  entering  the  Sound  hati  been  hailed 
iDd  boarded  by  English  ships  of  war,  and  was' 
aptared,  on  the  4th  of  May,offthe  island  of  Goth- 
and,  by  the  French  privateer^  the  Matie  LouiBe, 
md  conducted  to  Dantkie.  On  the  12th  instant, 
he  Captain,  supercargo,  and  crew,  were  interro- 
gated by  the  French  Consul  at  that  place.  On 
he  10th  of  September,  1811.  the  vessel  and  cargo 
rere  condemned  hj  the  Council  of  Prizes  at 
?aris,  on  the  following  report,  viz : 

ht.  That  the  captured  crew  acknowledged  that 
he  Julian's  cargo  coniisced  of  colonial  produe- 
ions. 

2d.  That  she  was  visited  by  several  English 
far  vessels. 

3d.  That  the  papers  indicate  that  the  super^ 
cargo  thought  it  possible  to  procure  ialse  certifi- 
cates of  origin. 

4th.  That  he  corresponded  with  merchants  of 
LiTerpool. 

5th.  That  it  is  so  much  the  less  doubtful  that 
this  vessel  entered  the  Baltic  under  English  con* 
roy,  as  it  is  not  proven  that  he  paid  the  duties  of 
the  Soand  in  passing  Elsineur ;  therefore,  it  must 
t«  inferred  that  he  himself  was  English ;  and  that, 
for  this  reason,  he  was  obliged  to  purchase,  at  a 
(reat  expense,  bis  freedom  in  Norway,  where  he 
>ught  to  have  been  received  as  a  neutral,  if  he 
were  really  an  American;  that,  on  this  account, | 
the  whole  is  liable  to  condemnation  without  fur- 
ther delay. 

The  supercargo,  William .  Bell^  deolaras  that 
the  receipt  of  the  duties  qf  the  Sound  was  deliv- 
ered with  the  papers  to  the  French  Consul  at 
^Dtzic,  who  returned  it  to  Captain  Abbot,- with 
^e  quarantine  pass,  and  other  papers. 

Ship's  papers — 

1.  Register. 

2.  SeA-letter, 

3.  Mediterranean  .paas. 

4.  Roll  of  equipage^ 

5.  Bills  of  lading. 

6.  Manifest. 
7*  Clearance. 

8.  Declaration  of  owners. 

9.  Certificate  of  origin. 
10.  Certificates. 


11.  Instructions. 

12.  Certificates  of  damages,  letters,  London 

price  current,  dtc. 

Case  qf  tJie  Ameriam  brig  Catharint. 

The  Catharine  sailed  from  Boston  in  April, 
1810,  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  sugar,  eoeoa^cot- 
ton,  and  fustic,  boiind  to  Gtottenburg  and  a  mar- 
ket. On  her  passage  to  that  port,  in  the  month 
of  Jane,  she  was  captured  br  a  Danish  privateer 
ofi*  the  coast  of  Norway.,  and  conducted  to  a  port 
of  that  cotnitry.  By  a  decision  of  the  Prize 
Court  at  Christianaand  she  was  liberated.  The 
captors  appealed  to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty 
at  Copenhagen,  which  eonfirnud  the  former  de- 
cision in  the  month  of  December.  It  was  impo»- 
tfible  to  prosecute  the  vayageat  this  season  ;  the 
Catharine-  ceinained  in  Norway  until  April,  in 
which  month  she  proceeded  to  Gbttenborg,  and, 
not  finding  a  market  there,  she  proceeded  to  Pe- 
tersburg, passed  the  Sound,  paid  the  duties  at 
Elrtneur,  and,  continuing  her  vojrage,  was  cap- 
tured jon  the  3d  day  of  May,  off  the  island  of  Born- 
holm,  by  the  French  privateer,  the  Jtunt  Adolpkt^ 
who  conducted  her  to  Dantzie.  On  the  10th  day 
of  September^  the  brigand  cargo  were  confiscated 
by  a  decree  of  the  French  Councilof  Prizes,  which 
siates^^ 

^  That  the  Catharine  touched  at  Qottenburg. 
which  was  then  visited  by  an  English  arm^a 
paeket-boa( ;  which  indicates  that  this  vessel,  U- 
den  almost  wholly  with  coloaisl  productions  and 
dyewood,  was  employed  for  the  interest  of  Eng- 
lish commerce ;  tnat,  besides,  it  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed that  he  entelred  the  Baltic  under  an  English 
convoy ;  and  that,  if  he  was  not  visited  by  the 
enemy's  ships,  of  which  there  were  there  a  great 
number,  it  was  because  ha  was  himself  an  enemy 
under  American  disguise,  and,  therefore,  the  con- 
fiscation of  the  vessel  and  oargo  i^  not  attended 
with  any  difficulty." 

The  supercargo,  Ephraim  Thayer«  declares <that 
the  Catharine  was  not  under  convoy ;  that  the 
Toyag^  was,  in  every  respect,  legal. 

Ship's  papers — 

1.  Register. 

2.  Mediterranean  and  Turkish  pass. 

3.  Acts  of  engagement. 

4.  Roll  of  equipage. 

5  and  6.  Bills  of  health. 
.  7.  Bills  of  lading. 

5.  Manifest. 
9.  Clearance. 

10.  Certificates  of  origin. 

11.  Instructions. 

12.  Accounts  and  clearance. 

13.  Decision  of  the  Danish  Prize  Court. 

14.  Receipts  lor  the  duties  at  Fahrsund. 

Case  of  the  skip  Eercules. 

The  Hercules,  of  New  Bedford,  in  the  United 
States,  sailed  fropa  Charleston,  inSouth  Carolina, 
the  22d  of  February.  1810,  with  a  cargo  of  rice, 
cotton,  tobacco,  and  logwood,. destined  for  a  free 
port  6f  the  Baltic.  On  the  27th  of  March,  this 
vessel  arrived  at  the ,  roads  of  Qottenburg,  to 


2015 


APPENDIX. 


2016 


Crrtqt  Britain^ Impresement, 


ayoi'\  the  ice  of  the  Baltic;  aad,  oo.the  3d  of 
April  following,  she  sailed  for  the  port  of  St.  Pe- 
tersbarg,  and  was  captured  near  Blsinear  by  a 
Danish  privateer,  by  which  she  was  conducted 
to  Cof>enhagen.  whete  she  was  detained  until  the 
first  of  May,  wnen  she  was  permitted,  by  a  decis- 
iGtti  of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  to  continue  her  route 
to  St.  Petersburg.  On  the  2d  of  said  month  she 
was  forcibly  seized,  near  the  island  of  Oland,  by 
the  French  privateer.  Little  DevU,  commanded 
by  Captain  Ktinerathj  who  conducted  her  as  a 
prize  to  Dantzic,  which  was  adjudged  as  good 
and  lawful  by  adecisionoftheCouncilof  Prizes, 
passed  on  the  40th  of  Septenaber. 

The  neutrality  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  is  com- 
pletely established  by  the  papers  found  on  board, 
which  were  all  duly  authenticated.  The  cargo 
Was  consigned  to  the  Captain,  by  three  shippers, 
proprietors  of  the  vessel,  allcitizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates. 

There  was  a  certificate  of  the  inipOrtation  of 
the  Cam  peachy  wood  legalized  by  the  French 
Consul,  and  certificates  of  the  origin  and  proper- 
ty of  tne  caigo  from  the  Danish  and  Swedish 
Consuls  residing  at  the  portsof  embarcation.  Be- 
sides these  documents,  there  was  a  eertificaie 
stating  that  there  was  no  Russian  CJonsul  at 
Charleston  ;  and  also  a  copy  of  the  judgment  of 
the  Danish  Council  of  Prizes,  of  the  13th  of  April, 
1811,  which  ordered  the  vessel  and  cargo,  truly 
American,  to  be  put  at  the  disposition  of  ibe  Cap- 
tain, he  paying  certain  expenses  incurred  by  the 
capture. 

The  following  are  the  grounds  of  capture,  as 
stated  in  the  decision  of  the  Imperial  Council  of 
Prizes : 

Ist.  That  the  Hercules  was  laden  with  colonial 
productions. 

2d.  That  she  had  no  fixed  destination,  iind  was 
consigned  to  the  Captain. 

3d.  That  she  touched  at  Gottenburg,  which  is 
considered  as  an  English  entrepdt.     ^ 

4ih.  That  she,  without  doubt,  navigated  under 
the  protection  of  English  convoy. 

5th.  That  it  was  impossible  she  wasnot  visited 
by  the  enemy's  ships  of  war  in  approaching  the 
isle  of  Anbolt. 

Isr.  The  Captain  and  crew  have  declared  that 
the  vessel  was  not  visited  by  any  English  ship  or 
vessel,  and  there  is  no  proof  exhibited  against  this 
statement. 

2d.  Her  destination  was  regular,  seeing  it  was 
for  a  permitted  port  of  the  Baltic. 

3d.  At  the  departure  of  the  Hercules  from  the 
Ignited  States  there  was  even  no  suspicion  that 
Oottenburg  was  considered  as  an  enemy's  port. 

4th^  The  Captain  and  crew  have  declared,  as 
is  proven  by  the  log-book,  that  this  vessel  was  not 
under  convoy,  and  there  is  no  proof  of  their 
statement. 

We  have  already  stated  that  her  papers  were 
all  regalar  and  legal.  An  act  of  the  custom- 
hoiKe  shows  that  the  Campeachy  wood  was  im- 
ported in  the  vessel  named  the ,  Isabella.  The 
consignment  of  the  cargo  to  the  Captain;  and 
the  want  of  a  supercargo,  ate  hinted  at  as  suspi- 


cious — circumstances    which    often  occur,  tod 
which  are  no  index  of  simoUiion  or  fraud. 

The  Captain  was  detained  a  month  at  Ham- 
bai|^  before  he  was  permitted  to  come  to  Paris, 
ana  be  was  not  able  to  arrive  at  this  city  before 
the  6th  of  September,  four  days  before  the  con- 
demnation  of  the  property;  and,  in  this  short 
space  of  time,  he  found  it  impossible  to  preseat 
the  defence  of  which  he  was  preparing  the  ma- 
terials. 

Ship's  papers* 

1.  Register,. 

2.  Mediterranean  pass. 

3.  Sea-letter. 

4.  Bill  of  lading. 

5.  Certificate  of  destination. 

6.  Roll  of  equipage. 

7.  Manifest. 

8.  Certificate  for  cargo. 

9.  Clearance. 

10.  pertifieate  of  origin. 

11.  Decision  x>f  the  Danish  Prize  Court. 

DAVID  BAILIE  WARDEN. 


GREAT  BRITAIN— IMPRESSMENTS. 

[Commanicated  to  the  Senate,  July  6, 1812.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statea  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  copies  and  extracts  of 
documents  in  the  archives  of  the  Departmeot  of 
State,  falling  within  the  purview  of  their  reM)h]- 
tion  of  the  4th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  Briuia 
impressmenu  from  American  vessels.  Theio- 
formation,  though  voluminous,  might  hare  bee& 
enlarged,  with  more  time  for  research  aod  prep- 
aration. In  some  instances  it  might  at  the  same 
time  have  been  abridged,  but  for  the  difiicultf  d 
separaCting  the  matter  Extraneous  to  the  immedi- 
ate object  of  the  resolution. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

July  6, 1812.    - 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esq^  Sec- 
retary of  State,  to.  Thomas  Pinckneyi  Miaister  Plea- 
ipOtentiAry  of  the  United  States  at  London,  dated 

Department  op  State,  June  11,1792. 
The  peculiar  custom  in  England  of  impressing 
seamen  on  every  appearance  of  war  will  oec^ 
sionally  expose  our  seaman  to  peculiar  oppres> 
sions  and  vexations.  It  will  be  expedient  that 
you  take  proper  opportunities,  in  the  meantime, 
of  conierrioff  with  the  Minister  on  this  sabjeet. 
in  order  to  form  some  arrangement  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  seamen  on  those  occasions.  ^^ 
entirely  reject  the  mode  which  was  the  subject 
of  a  conversation  between  Mr.  Morris  and  hiia. 
which  was,  that  our  seamen  should  always  carry 
about  them  certificates  of  their  citizenship.  Tlu^ 
is  a  condition  never  ycft  submitted  to  by  any  o** 
tion ;  one  with  which  seamen  would  never  hare 
the  precaution  to  comply ;  the  casualties  of  their 
calling  wbuld  expose  them  to  the  consunt  de- 
struction or  loss  of  this  paper  evidence,  aod  thus 
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he  Britfsli  Gorernment-  Would  be  armed  with 
*^al  authority  to  impress  the  whole  of  our  sea- 
leo.  The  simplest  rule  will  be,  that  the  Tessel 
eing  Americao  shall  be  evidence  that  the  isea- 
leo  OD  board  her  afe.such.  If  they  apprehend 
bat  our  vessels  might  thus  beeonie  asylums  for 
lie  fugitives  of  their  own  nation  from  impress 
aogSj  the  Dumber  of  men  to-  be  protected  by  a 
esse!  may  be  limited  by  her  tpajm^e,  and  one  or 
wo  offieers  only  be  permtued  to  enter  the  vessel 
1  order  to  ezanioe  the  numbera  on  board ;  but 
0  press-gang  should  be  allowed  ever  to  fi^o  on 
oard  SQ  American  vessel  until  after  it  shall  be 
)QD(1  that  there  are  more  than  (heir  stipulated 
amber  on  board,  nor  until  after  the  master  shaU 
ave  refused  to  deliver  the  supernumeraries  (to  be 
amed  by  himselQ  to  the  press  officer  who  has. 
ome  on  board  for  that  purpose  ^  and  even  then 
!ie  American'Gonsul  shall  he  called  in.  In  order 
)  urge  a  settlement  of  tHis  point  before  a  new 
ccasioQ  may  arise,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  draw 
leir  aitention  to  the  peculiar  irritation  excited 
Dihe  last  occasion/and  the  difficulty  of  avoid- 
ig  our  making  immediate  reprisals  eo  th^ir  sea- 
len  here.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  ooipmuni* 
ate  to  me  what  shall  pass  on  this  subject,  and  it 
uy  be  made  an  article  of  convention  to  be  en- 
ured into  either  there  or  here. 


iztnct  of  a  letter  firon  Thoaae  Jederson,  iSsql,  when 
Sccretaiy  of  State,  to  Thomas  Pinckney,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Londoa, 
dated 

OcTOBEMi  12,  1792., 
I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Messrs. 
low  and  Melhaddo,  mercbants  of  Virginia,  com- 
iaining  of  the  taking  away  of  their  sailors  on 
ic  coast  of  Africa  by  the  commander  of  a  Brit- 
>b  armed  vessel.  So  many  instances  of  this  kind 
tve  happened,  that  it  is  quite  necessary  that 
leir  Government  should  explain  then^selves  on 
le  subject,  and  be  led  to  disavow  and  punish 
>cb  coDduct.  I  leave  to  your  discretion  to  en- 
ttvorioobtain  this  satisfaction,  by  such  friendly 
lacussions  as  may  be  most  likely  to  produce  the 
Bsired  effect,  and  secure  to  our  commerce  that 
rotectioo  against  British  violence  which  it  has 
^^«f  experienced  from  any  other  nation.  No 
w  forbids  ihe  seamen  of  any  country  to  Engage 
'  tJoac  of  peace  on  boar4  a  foreign  vessel ;  no 
^^  authorizes  sucl^  seamen  to  break  his  con- 
'«,  nor  the  armed  vessels  of  his  nation  to  inter-. 
^  force  for  his  reaoue. 


you  in  my  last,  tnade  by  Captain  Hargood,  of 
the  British  frigate  Hyena,  to  -take  seamen  from 
OB  board  an  American  vessel  bound  to  the  East 
Indies.  It  is  unnecessary  to  develop  to  you  the 
inconveniences  of  this  conduct,  and  the  impossi- 
bility of  letting  it  go  on.  I  hope  you  will  be  able 
to  make  the  British  Ministry  sensible  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  punishing  the  past,  and  preventing  the 
future. 


xtract  of  a  letter  from  Thoman  Jefferson,  Esq,,  Sec- 
retary of  State  under  %ixe  Pretidency  of  General 
WMhington,  U>  Thomas  Pinckney,  Esq.,  American 
Minister  in  London,  dated 

,  Philadelphia,  Noveft^ber  6, 1792. 

•iI'Tt^l  ^"  ^*"^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ®^  October,  since 
^»ch  I  have  received  yours,  of  August  29,  with 
^e  papers  and  pamphlets  accompanying  it.  I 
"Close  you  now  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
nrard,  our  Consul  at  Maderia,  exhibiting  ano- 
.  «tempi  at  the  practice  on  which  I  wrote 
l«th  Con.  let  Ssss. 


Extract  from  the  instmclions  given  by  Timothy  Pick- 
erii^g,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  Slate,  to  R^fiis  King, 
dated 

DCPARTMBNT  OF  StATB,  JufU  S,  1796. 

Among  the  articles  left  unadjusted,  one  of  th^ 
most  interesting  nature  re^ds  ihe  im))re8sing  of 
American  seamed.  Mr.  Pinckney  was  instructed 
on  this  head  in  Juae,  1793.  You  >wiU  see  that 
4he  mode  prescribed  by  the  late  act  of  Congress^ 
of  ceriifiduing'  our  seamen,  was  poiiMedly  irepro* 
hated.  The  long  but  fruitless  attempts  wbieh 
have  beeA^mad«  to  protect  them  from  British 
impresses,  prove  that  the  eubject  is  in  its  nature 
difficult. 

The  simplest  rule,  as  remarked  to  Mr.  Pincl^ 
ney,  would  be,  that  the  vessel  being  American 
should  be  evidence  that  (he  seamen  on  board  her 
are  such.    But  it  will  be  an  important  potn( 
gained,  if  on  the  hi^h  seas  our  flag  can  protect 
those  of  whatever  nation  who  shall  sail  under  ic. 
And  for  this  humanity,  as  well  as  interest,  pow- 
erfully plead.    Merchant  Vessels  carry  no  mtire 
hands  than  their  safety  renders  necessary.    To 
withdraw  any'of  them  on  the  ocean  is  to  expose 
both  lives  an.a  property  to  destruction.    We  have 
a  right,  then^  to  expect  thafr  the  British  Gtovern- 
mei^t  will  make  no  difficulty  in  acceding  to  this' 
very  interesting  provision.    And  the  sao^e  nio- 
tfves  should  operate  with  nearly  equal  force  to 
procure  for  us  the  like  exemption  in  all  the  Brit- 
ish colonies,  bat  especially  m  the  West  Indies* 
In  the  latter  the  consequence.of  an  impress  is  the  . 
detection  of  the  ressei.    Bv  the  detention  the 
vessel  is  injured  or  destroyed  by  the  worms.  aQd 
the  remnant  of  the  crew  exposed  to  the  fatal  dis-. 
eases  of  the  climate.    Hence  a  longer  detention 
ensues ;  the  voyage  becomes  unprojBtable,  if  not 
ruinous  to  the  merchant ;  and  humanity  deplores 
the  loss  of  many  valuable  lives.    But  there  is 
another  cogent  reason  for  the  absolute  exemp- 
tion from  impresses  in  the  British  colonies:  that 
the  practice  will  be,  as  it  always^  has  been,  at- 
tended with  monstrous  abuses;  and  the  supreme 
power  is  so  remote,  that  the^  evils  become  irre- 
mediable before  redress  can  eveo^  be  sought  for.  , 
To  guard  againbt  abuses  on  the  part  of  American 
citizens,  every  master  of  a  vessel  on  his  arrival 
in  «ny  port  of  the  British  colonies  mav  be  re- 
quired to  report  his  crew  at  the  proper  omce.    If 
afterwards  any  addition  be  made  to  them  by 
British  subjects,  thes6^  may  he  taken  away.    la 
the  ports  of  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland  the  im- 
press of  British  subjects  found  on  board  our  ves- 
sels must  doubtless  be  admitted.    But  this  should 
be  controlled  by  regulations  to  prevent  insults 
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and  injuries,  and  to  administer  prompt  relief 
where  American  citizens  (which  will  assuredly 
happen)  shall  be  mistaken  for  British  subjects. 

Th^re  are  thre^  (glasses  of  men,  concerning 
whom  there  can  be  no  difficulty:  Is^  Kalire 
American  citizens;  2d,  American  citizens,  wher- 
ever born,  who  we're  such  at  the  definitire  Treaty 
.'  of  Peace ;  3d,  Foreigners,  other  than  British  sub- 
jects sailing  in  American  vessels,  and  whose  p^r* 
sons  ought  to  be  sacred,  as  it  r^speers  the  British, 
as  those  of  native  citizens.  The  fourth  class 
•  consists  of  British-born  subjects,  hot  who,  or 
many  of  whom,  may  have  become  citizens  subse- 
quent to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  or  who  hereafter 
may  be  admitted  to  the  Tights  of  citizens.  It  is 
this  class  alone  about  which  any  pretence  of  right 
to  impress  can  be  made.  With  regard  to  these, 
it  may  be  attempted  to  protect  tbem  as  well  in 
time  of  war  as  o£  peace,  ia  the  following  oases : 
Fim,  when  they  shall:  have  served  inf  Am^can 
vessels,  public  or  prirate,  for  the  same  term  in^ 
which  foreigners  serving  in  British  vessels  would 
r^uire  the  rights  of  British  subjects,  which  Is 
understood  to  be 'three  years;  or,  secondly,  if  so 
much  cannot  be  obtained,  when  those  persons, 
originally  British  subjects,  shall  have  resided  five 
years  in  the  United  States,  atid  been  formally 
adtttitted  to  the  rights  of  citizens  according  to  our 
lawe. 

It  must  often  happen  that  sailors  will  lose  (heir 
certificates ;  provision  should  therefore  be  inade 
for  the  admission  of  other  reasonable  proof  of 
tbeir  oltizenship,  such  as  their  own  oaths,  with 
.those  of  the  masters,  mates,  or  other^ creditable 
witnesses.  The  rolls  of  the  crew  or  shipping- 
^pera  mayialso  be  authenticated  by  the  collect- 
ors of  the  customs;  and  then  they  ou^ht  to  be 
admitted  as  of  e^ual  validity  with  the  individual 
certificates. 


Ezlract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  PSdtering  to  Mr.  Kbff, 

dated 

DePAKTMENTOF  STAtE,  Oct.  26,  1796. 

I  think  it  is  mentioned  in  yoor  instructions ibit 
the  Brftish  naval  officers  often  impress  Swedes, 
Danes,  and  other  foreigners,  from  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States;  they  have  even  sometime 
impressed  Frenchmen,  if  there  should  be  time 
to  make  out  a  copy  of  a  protest  lately  received,  it 
shall  be  enclpsed/ describio|^  the  impress  of  i 
Dane  and  a  Portuguese.  This  surely  is  an  abas 
easy  to  correct. .  They  cannot  pretend  an  ioabii' 
ity  to  distinguish  these  foreigners  from  their  own 
subjects,  and  they  may,  with  as  much  reason,  rob 
American  vessels  of  the  property  or  mercbaodiie. 
of  Swedes,  Danes,  and  Portuguese,  as  seize  and 
detain  in  their  service  the  subjects  of  those  oa* 
lions  found  on  board  American  vessels.  Tbe 
President  is  extremely  anlious  to  bave  this  basi- 
nets of  impresses  placed  .on  a  raaaQiiable  ~ 


/Mr.  Pickering  to  Mr.  King>  dated 

Department  op  State,  SepL  10,  ITW. 
'  I  enclose  a  letter  frotn  Francis  S.  Taylor,  dep- 
uty collector  of  Norfolk,  relative  to  four  impressed 
aeamen.  It  appi?ars  to  be  written  with  candor, 
'  and  merits  attention.  If,  as  the  captain  of  the 
Prevoyante  (Wemyss)  says^  the  dignity  of  the 
British  Government  Will  not  permit  an  inqtiiry 
on  board  their  ships  for  American  seamen,  their 
doom  is  fixed  for  the  war;  and  thus  the  rights  of 
an  independetit  neutral  nation  are  to  be  sacrificed 
to  British  dignity  [^  Justice  requires  that  such  in- 
quiries and  examinations  should  be  made,  because 
the  liberation  of  our  seamen  wilf  otberwise  be 
impossible.  For  the  British  Government,  then,  to 
•make  professions  of  respect  to  the  rights  of  our 
<;itizens,  and  willingness  to  release  them,  and  yet 
d^ny  the  only  means  of  ascertaining  those  rights, 
is  an  insulting  tantalism.  If  such  orders  have 
been  given  to  the  British  commanders,  (and  Mr. 
Liston's  oocbmunication  in  the  conversation  of 
which  I  sent  you  a  copy  it^  my  letter  of  the  31st 
vlt.  countenances  the  idea,)  the  aeency  of  Colonel 
Talbot  and  Mr.  Trumbull  will  be  fruitless,  and 
the  sooner  we  know  it  the  better.    But  I  would 


faio  hope  other  thinga ;  and  if  the  Bratish  Goverih 
ment  have  any'regard  to  our  rights,  any  respees 
for  our  nation,  and  place  any  value  on  our  friesd- 
ship,  they  will  even,  facifitate  lo  us  the  neaosof 
relieving  our  oppressed  eiti2ens.  The  subject  of 
our  impressed-  seameir  makes  a  part  of  your  in* 
structions ',  but  the  Presidebt  now  renews  liis 
desire  that  their  -relief  may  engage  your  special 
atteiuioii«    I  am,  sir,  &c. 


Extract  ef  a .  letter  from  Mr.  Pickering,  .Secretaijii 
State,  to  Silas  Talbot,  Esq. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  StATS,  AugUtt  15,  IW' 

I  was  pleased  with  your  stieoeas  in  obiaiiilBg 
relief  ibr'so  niany  American  seamen,  as  meotios- 
ed  in  your  several  letters;  but  your  last  coDtaiQ- 
ing  the:  orders  of  Admiral  Parker  to  his  captaios, 
BO  longer  to  obey  the  writs  of  habeai  corpa, 
gave  me  much  uneasiiless.  Yesterday  I  j^^ 
those  letters  |o  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Listoa, 
and  Wish  4ie  may  do  someibiag  to  alford  you  a 
pi^)apect  of  fttfther  soocess ;  but  I  fear,  ootwitb- 
standiog  he  ia  perfectly  well  disposed  toadmioii- 
ter  relief,  thai  his  remonatrancea  er reqoesu  vitl 
have  top  little  etfeet  I  shall  transmit  copies  of 
these  letters  to  Mr.  King,  our  Mtftiater  ia  Londao, 
to  lay  before  the  British  Ministry.  If  aof  uvsi 
oflicer  shall  have  committed  such  aa  ootcage  oo 
any  Ameriean  eeamen  aa  *^  to  bring  them  to  tbe 
gangway-'  aa^ou  mention,  or  to  iiwiet  aay  kind 
of  punishment  on  them,  eapeeially  for  seekiag  op* 
portunities  to  inform  you  of  their  situaiioo,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  just  relief  to  which 
they  are  entitled,  pray  endeavor  to  get  proper 
proofs  of  the  fact,  that  I  may  make  it  the  sob- 
ject  of  a  special  representatioti  to,  the  Brii\s,i 
Government.      .       -     . 


Extract  of  a  letter  to  Rufus;Klng,  Esq.,  from  the  Sec- 
'  retary  of  State,  dated 

T^BirroN,  Oct.  3, 17?7. 
Lord  Grenville's  observations  on  the  act  oi 
Congress  fof  the  protection  and  relief  of  Aio<(^ 
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an  Mameo,  present  di^daltiw  which  demftod    His  Majesty '»  ships  of  war^  with  a  view  to  future 


oDsideration  at  the  eoauiDg  ftession,  putvouf 
easoaiu^  io  your  letter  to  his  Lordlship  ot  the 
Otb  of  last  November,  is  eonclosire  agaiust  the 
kitish  preteaces  to  retain  real  American  seamen, 
fbo  are  married  in  their  dominions,  or  who  have 
olooiarily.eiMefeddniNttrd  British  vessels.  It 
lebooves  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  British  Gov* 
TDmcDt  to  adhere  to  their  principle  of  natural 
Jlegiance  wholly,  or  to  renounce  it  wholly  ;  and 
A  answer  on  thi»  point  would  have  become  his 
iOrdship's  caiKlor. 

I  consider  Colonel  Talbot's  ageaeir  in  the  West 
odies  to  be  no  longer  very  important.  The  rigid 
ooduct  of  Admiral  Sir  ityde  Parker  (who  from 
be  beginning  has  thrown  obetacles  in  the  waj) 
eaves  but  little  room- to  get  our  seamen  released. 
fbe  opposition  of  the  officers  in  general  induced 
/olonel  Talbol  to.  take  out  writs  of  habeiu  cor^ 
mt  at  Jamaica,  by  whiah  direetlv,  or  in  their 
oasequencea^  he  obtained  the  discharge  of  near 
ifty  seamen  ;  but  Admiral  Parker  has^  for  some 
ime  past,  forbidden  his  officers  to  pav  any  obedi- 1 
nee  to  such  writs  ^  and  Colonel  Talbot  informs 
ae  that  some  of  our  .seamen  have  been  punished 
or  attempting  to  ^encl  letters  to  him  to.  inform 
lim  of  their  situation*  Mr.  Listen  has  auured 
Be  that  the  British  officers  have  orders  not  to  im- 
iress  any  Aoaerican  seamen;  and  o(  course  not  ro 
etain  against  their  will  any  already  impressed  ; 
nt  if  ihey  persist  in  obstructing  eVery  channel  of 
Qformation  and  proof  of  their  citizenship,  auch 
rdersare,  and  will  continue,  deceptive,  ' 


Peiladelphia,  Feb.  2, 1800.  ' 

R.  Listen  presents  his  respects  to  Colonel  Pick* 
tinsr,  Secretary  of  State. 

I  nave,  from  time  to  time,  taken  the  liberty  of 
naking  verbal  complaints  to  you,  sir,  respecting 
he  practice  lately  becooM  fre<|foent  among  the 
nasters  and  supercargoes  of  American  merchant- 
neo,  of  rescuing,  by  force  or  by  fraud,  such  ves- 
els  as  have  been  detained  by  the  commftoders  of 


rbe  8ecretai7  of  State  to  the  Phssident  of  the  United 

Bute*. 

DsPARTMSNT  OF  Statb,  Feb.  20, 1800. 
The  Secretary  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the 
President: 

1.  Mr.  ListonVnote  of  February  2, 1800,  with 
aper»  referred  to  relative  to  the  rescue  of  three 
American  vessek  from  the  hands  of  British  cap- 
ers, and  for  the  restoration  of  wbich  he  is  in- 
(ructed  bv  his  Grovernment  to  apply. 

2.  Mr.  Listoa's  note  of  the  4lh  FebroarY,  toge^ 
ber  wivh  his  project  of  a  treaty  for  tbe.reciprocal 
telivery  of  deserters;  which  appears  to  the  Sec 
etary  utterly  inadmissible,  unless  it.,  would  put 
D  end  to  impressments,  which  Mr.  Listen  seem- 
d  to  imagine,  while  the  seventh  paragraph  of  his 
»roject  expressly  recognises  the  right  of  impress- 
Bg  British  subjects,  and  consequently  American 
iiizeos,  as  at  present. 

.         TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 


trial  in  a  Court  of  Admiraltv. 

I Jn  particular  incQtionea  the  cases  seated  at 
large  in  the  enclosed  pa (>ers. 

The  first  is  that  of  the  brigantine  Experiencei 
detained  on  the  25th  May.  by  Captain  Poyoiz«  of 
His  Majesty's  ship  Soleby.  She  came  from  Cam- 
peachy  ;  was  said  to  be  bound  for  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  and  was  loaded  with  logwood. 
The  cargb  was  suspected  to  be  enemies'  property, 
and  she  was  afterward  found  to  have  a  complete 
set  of  Spanish  papers. 

'  T-he  Americai^  master,  Hewit,  and'Howe,  the 
supercargo,  -with  the  consent  of  the  British  sea^ 
men  who  were  put,  on  board  tanavigale  her,  over- 
powered the  prize-master.  (Mr.  Bryce,)  kept  him 
prisoner  several  days,  and  at  last,  by  threats  and 
violence,  forced  him  to  leave  the  vessel  and  go  on ' 
board  oi  a  schooner  bound  for  New  Providence. 

The  second  is  the  case  of  the  ship  Lqoy,  com- 
manded by  a  Mr.  James  ConoUy,  fa  native  of 
Ireland,  calling  himself  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,)  which  was  stopped  on  the  3d  of  June,  by 
Ca|>tain  Ferrier,  of  His  Majestj^s  ship  York. 
This  vessel  had  smuggled  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  new  negroes  from  Jamaica.  The  captain 
found  means  to  forge  a  clearance  from  the  ou»- 
torn-house  of  Kingston,  and  afterwards  loaded 
goods  at  the  Havana,  partly  the  property  of  ene- 
mies, and  partly  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Courtauld.a 
British  sutjject^  who  recently  held  a  place  in  the 
pustoms  under  His  Majesty's  Govern  meat. 

A  Lieutenant,  a  Quartermaster,  and  ten  men, 
were  put  on  board  the  Lucy  to  conduct  her  to  Ja- 
maica ;  and  with  a  view  to  accommodate  the 
master  and  the  other  persons  who  were  found  in 
the  vessel,  Mr.  Conofty,  Mr.  Courtauld,  his  ne- 
phew, two  other  passengers,  with  servants,  and 
seamen,  amounting  to  twelve  in  all,  were  permii^ 
ted  by  Captain  Ferrier  taremaln  on  board  on  their 
parole.  They,  however;  secretly  armed  them- 
selves, and  in  the  night  surprised  the  watch,  con- 
fined the  prize-master  and  the  British  seamen, 
and  carried  the  ship  to  Charleston. 

The  third  case  is  that  of  the  Fair  Columbian, 
Edward  Casey,  master,  detained  by  His  Majesty's 
ship  the  Hind,  in  comjpfany  with  the  sloop  of  war 
the  Swan  ;  she  had  come  from  the  Havana ;  had 
no  sea  brief  or  register  on  board ;  was  eonimanded 
by  a  person  who  had  deserted  about  nine  months 
before  from  His  Majesty's  ship  Polyphemus ;  and, 
according  to  the  concurrent  testimony  of  eight  or 
nine  American  masters  of  American  vessels  which 
had  sailed  in  company  with  her  from  the  Havana, 
was' loaded  with  Spanish  property. 

These  circumstaDces  affording  a  sufficient  cause 
of  suspicion,  she  was  ordered  tor  Bermuda ;  but 
the  master,  by  the  use  of  bribery  and  intoxica- 
tion, succeeded  in  inducing  the  jjrize-masler  and 
crew  to  permit  her  to  be  carried  into  the  port  of 
Baltimore. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  employ  argu men  is  to  prove 
that  these  irregularities  are  an  infrinsjement  of 
the  law  of  nations-  The  tenor  of  the  instruc- 
tions given  by  the  President  to  the  vessel*  of  war 
of' the  United  Slates,  involves. an  acknowledg- 
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tnent  of  the  right  of  the  King's  ships  to  search 
and  detain  such  American  vessels  as  are  suspected 
of  being  loaded  with  eoemiet^  property^  or  with 


contraband  of  war  destined  for  an  enemy's  port,    tracting  parties,  that  mea^res  should  be  ukeo 


tt  remains  that  I  should  add,  that  I  have  now  re- 
ceived express  orders  from  His  Majesty  t6  claim^ 
as  an  act  of  justice,  (whtch^is  etpected  froin  the 
candor  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  the  good 
understanding  which  subsists  between  the  two 
countries.)  that  the  vessels,  of  which  the  masters 
and  supercargoes  have  thus  illegally  repossessed 


2.  And  whereas  it  will  greatly  conduce  to  tbe 
maintenance  and  improvement  of  that  friendship 
and  harmony  now  subsisting  between  the  coo- 


themselves,  be  delivered  up  to  me,  together  with    ter  Plenipotentiary  td  the  United  States  of  Am^ 


the  British  seatnen,  and  the  deserters  who  have 
assisted  them  in  riescuingjfaein  ovit  of  the  bands 
of  the  prize-ma9ters^  that  they  may  be  sent  to 
aome  one  of  Hfs  Majesty's  colonies,  to  foe  there 
dealt  with  according  to  law. 


Philadelphia^  Feb,  4, 1800. 

E*  Liston  presents  his  respects  to  Colonel  Pick- 
ering, Secretary  of  State. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  of  enclosing  a  duplicate 
of  my  letter  of  the  18th  December  to  Vice  Admi- 
ral Sir  Hyde  Parker,  soliciting  tbe  discharge  of 
certain  American  seamen,  raid  to  be  detained  on 
board  of  his  squadron  on  tbe  Jamaica  station ; 
and  I  flatter  myself  it  will  have  tlie  desired  e^ct, 
although  it  be  not  accompanied  by  copies  of  the 
documents  attesting  their  citizenship.  Tcannot, 
however,  omit  this  opportuoitv  of  calling  to  four 
remembrance  what  I  have  frequently  stated  in 
conversation,  that  while  the  papers  called  -^pro- 
tections" are  granted  with  a  fraudulent  intention, 
or  without  a  proper  examination  of  facts  by  infe- 
rior magistrates  or  notaries  public  in  the  United 
States,  and  while  they  can  easily  be  procured  by 
such  natural-born  subjects  of  His  Majesty  as 
choose  to  abandon  his  service  in  the  hour  of  dan- 
ger, it  is  not  to  be  expected  that. any  regard  will 
^  paid  to  rhem  by  the  commanders  of  British 
ships  of  war.  And  I  beg  leave  once  more  to  urgb 
you  to  take  into  consideration,  ais  the  only  means 
of  drying  up  every  source  of' complaint  add  irri- 
tation upon  this  head,  the  proposal  I  had  the  honor 
of  making  two  J'ears  ago  (in  the  name  of  His 
Majesty's  Government)  for  the  reciprocal  resti- 
tution of  deserters. 

1.  Whereas,  by  the  twenty-eighth  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Naviga- 
tion, concluded  at  London  on  the  nineteenth  day 
of  Novemberj  179i,  between  His  Britanhic  Ma- 
jesty and  the  United  States,  it  was  agreed,  in 
order  to  facilitate  intercourse,  and  obviate  diffi- 
culties, that  other  articles  should  be  proposed  and 
added  to  the  treaty  above-mentioned,  which  arti- 
cles, from  want  of  time  and  other  circumstances, 
could  not  then  be  perfected;  and  that  the  said 
parlies  sliould,  from  time  to  time,  regularly  treat 
of  and  concerning  such  articles,  and  should  sin- 
cerely endeavor  so  to  form  them,  as  that  they 
might  conduce  to  mutual  convenience,  and  tend 
to  promote  mutual  satisfaction  and  friendship, 
ana  that  tbe  said  ai^ticles,  after  bavins  been  duly 


by  mutual  eodsent  for  the  giving  op  of  deserten 
on  each  side: 

3.  Therefore,  the  parties  nave,  with  this  view 
appointed  their  respective  Mioisters  to  meet.&^ 
gotiafe.  and  conclude,  on  this  subject;  that  is  to 
say.  His  Britannic  Majesty,  Robert  Listoo.Esq^ 
His  Majestv'«  Bqvov  Sxtraordinar?  and  MlDii- 


Majesty'^  finvoy 


rati 


fled,  should  be  added  to  and  ma(e  a  part  of 

above-mehtinnpri  trpiitv?  -         •     i 


the  above-mentioned  treaty: 


riea;  and' the  United  States, 

4.  Who,  having  communicated  to  each  otbet 
their  respective  full  powers,  have  agreed  on  tiie 
following  articles  to  be  added  to  the  above-men- 
cioned  treaty,  «nd  to  form  a  part  thereof. 

ADDITIONAL  ARTICLE.     ' 

5.  It  is  agreed  that  no  refuge  or  protectioo  shail 
be  offered  in  the  territories  or  vesseb  of  either  of 
the  contracting  parlies  ^to  the  captains,  officm 
marines,  sailors,  or  other  persons,  being  part  d 
tbe  crews  of  the  vessels  ofjbe  respective  Dstios* 
who  sfaair  have  deserted  from  tbe  said  vessels; 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  all  such  deserters  sbt!) 
be  delivered  up  on  demand  to  the  commanders  of 
the  vessels  from  which  they  have  deserted,  or  to 
the  commanding  officers  of  the  ships  of  war  of 
the  respective  nations,  or  siich  other  persons  a< 
maybe  duly  authorized  to  make .  requisitioo  ii 

.  that  behalf,  provided  that  proof  5e  made  bna 
exhibition  of  tbe  register  or  the  vessel  or  ship 
roll,  or  authenticated  copies  of  the  same,  or  br 
other  satisfactory  evidence,. that  the  desertersss 
demanded  were  actually  part  of  the  crew  of  i&e 
vessels  in  question. 

6.  With  a  view  to  the  more  effectnal  execution 
of  this  article,  the  Consols  and  Vice  Consuls  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  and  of  the  United  States 
may  cause  to  be  arrested  all  persons  who  bare 
deserted  from  the  vessels  of  the  respective  na- 
tions as  aforesaid,  in  order  to  send  them  back  to 
the  commanders  of  tbe  said  vessels,  or  to  reroore 
them  out  of  the  country.  For  which  purpoK 
the  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall  applf  to 
the  courts,  jodges,  and  officers  competeot.  aod 
shall  demand  the  said  deserters  in  writing,  pro^ 
ing,  as  aforesaid,  that  they  were  part  of  tiie  said 
crews ;  and  on  this  demand,  so  proved,  tbe  deliv- 
ery  shall  not  be  refused ;  and  there  shall  be  given 
all  aid  and  assistance  to  the  said  Cotisuls  aod 
Vice  Consuls  for  the  search,  seizure,  and  arrest 
of  the  said  deserters,  who  shall  eveo  be  detaioet! 
and  kept  in  the  prisons  of  the  coantry  at  tbeir 
request  and  expensa,  until  they  shall  have  fouoo 
an- opportunity  of  sending  them  back,  or  remov- 
ing them  as  aforesaid.  But  if  they  be  not  » 
sent  back  or  removed  within  three  months  froci 
the  day  of  their  arrest,  they  shall  be  set  at  lio* 
etiy,  and  shall  not  again  be  arrested  for  tbe  saio' 
cause. 

7.  It  19,  however,  understood  that  this  stipaia* 
tion  is  not  to  extend  to  authorize  either  of  tlic 
parties  to  demand  the  delivery  of  any  sailors,  sub* 
jects,  or  citizens  belonging  to  the  other  partr 
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The  Seeratinry  of  State  to  Mr.  Liston. 

Department  op  State,  . 

Philadelphiaj  May  3, 1800, 

Sib:  In  reference  to. your  letter  of  tBe  2(1  of 
I'ebraary  kst,  I  spoo  aftex  took  occasioo  to  iati- 
Date  to  you  what  appeared  to  be  the  Presideoi's 
ray  of  thinkipgoa  the«abject,  I  have  oov.lhe 
toDor  to  atate  to  yoo,  that  while,  by  the.  law  of 
laiioQS)  the  right  oif  a.  belligerent  Power  tq  cap* 
are  and  detain  the  merchant  resseta  <)f  neutrala, 
>o  just  suspicion  of  hkving  on  boajrd  enemy's 
property,  or  of  carrying  to  such  eaemy  any  of  the 
nicies  which  are  contraband  of  war,  is  nnqdes- 
ionable ;  no  precedent  is  recollected,  nor  does 
lOy  reason  occur  which  should  require  the  neu^ 
ral  to  exert  ita  power  in  aid  of  the  right  of  the 
•elligerent  nation  in  such  captures  and  deten- 
ioos.  It  is  conceived  that,  after  warning  its  citi- 
«Qs  or  subjects  of  the  legal  oQosequences  of  car* 
JtDg  cDeroy's  property  or  contraband  goods, 
lotbiDff  can  be  demanded  of  the  Sovereign  of  the 
teotraf  nation  but  to  remain  passive.  If,  how-r 
rer,  in  the  ptesent  case,  the  British  captors  of 
he  brigantine  Experience,  Hewit,  master;  the 
bip  Lacy,  Jaiues  ConoUy,  master;  and  the  brig* 
Qtine  Fair  Columbia^  £dv(rard  Carey,  master; 
lave  any  right  to  the  possession  of  those  Ameri- 
10  vessels,  or  their  cargoes,  in  consequence  of 
beir  capture  and  detention^  but  which  yoU  state 
0  bave  been  rescued  by  their  masters  from  the 
iaptora,  and  carried  into  the  ports  of  the  United 
^utes,  the  question  Is  of  a  nature. cognizable  be- 
«fe  the  tribunaU  of  justice,  trbich  are  opened  to 


trbo  have  been  employed  on  board  the  vessels  of 
nther  of  the  respective  nations,  and  who  have, 
n  thne  of  war  or  threatened  hostility,  voluntarily 
iotered  into  the  servfce  of  their  .own  sovereign 
)r  nation,  or  have  been  compelled  to  enter  there* 
n,  according  to  the  Jaws  and  praetice  pr«yailing 
n  the  two  countries  respectively. 

8.  It  is  further  agreed  that  no  refuge  or  protec- 
30D  shall  b^  afforded  by  either  of  the  contracting 
arties  to  any  soldiers  who  may  desert  from  th^ 
niiitary  service  of  the  other;  but  thatj  on  the 
:ODtrary,  the  most  effectual  measures  shall  be 
aken  in  like  manner- as  with  respect  to  sailors, 
0  apprehend  any  such  soldiers,  and  to  deliver 
bem  to  the  commanding  officers  6f  the  military 
losts,  forts,  or  garrisons,  from  which  they  have 
leserted,  or  to  tbe  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls  on 
ither  side,  or  to  sucl)  other  person  as  may  be 
inly  authorized  to  demand  their  restitution. 

9.  It  is,-  however,  understood  that  no  stipu la- 
ion  in  this  additional  article  shall  be  construed 
0  empower  the  civil  or  military  ofiicers  of  either 
if  the  contracting  parties  foraibly  to  ent^r  into 
be  public  ships  of  war,  or  into  the  forts,  garri- 
cos,  or  posts  of  the  other  party,  or  to  use  vio« 
enee  to  the  persons  of  the  land  or  sea  officers. of 
be  respective  nations,  with  a  view  to^  compel  the 
lelivery  of  such  persons  as  may  halve  deserted 
rem  tbe  naval  or  military  service  of  either  party 
.8  aforesaid. 


hear  tbe  captors'  complaints ;  and  tbe  proper  offi* 
cer  will  execute  their  decrees. 

You  suggest  that  these  rescues  are  an  infringe* 
iment  of  the  law  q£  Rations.  Permit  me  to  assure 
you  that  any[  arguments  which  you  shaH  offer  to 
that  point  will  receive  a  just  attention. 

With  regard  to  the  British  aeamen  and  deserN 
ers  who  have  assisted  in  tbe  rescues,  with  great 
truth  I  am  authorized  to  assure  you  taat  t4ie  Gov- 
ernment have  no  desire  to  retain  them  ;  but  be- 
sides tfiat  the  many  months  elapsed  since  those 
events,  and  the  consequent  dispersion  of  the  meny 
would  probably  render  their  delivery  impracti- 
cable, it  is  not  known  to  be  authorized  oy  anV  law. 
Thi9  has  brought  into  view  your  project  of^stipu* 
latibns  for  the  mutual  delivery  or  deserters,  whe* 
ther  seamen  or  soldiers;  and  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  enclose  a  couuter^project,  by  'whi<ih  you  will 
see  the  objections  which  have*  occurred  to  your 

Sro positions.    Th^  President  has  been  j)lea5ed  to 
irect  and  empower  me  to  negotiate  with  you  oa 
this  subject j  and  it  will  afford  him  great  pleasure- 
if  we  can  make  a  satisfactory  arrangement. 
I  have  ihe  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

ROBEHT  LlBTON,  Esq. 


'  1,  It  is  agreed  that  nb  refuse  or  protection 
shall  be  afforded  in  the  territories  or  vessels  of 
either  of  the  contracting  parties,  to  the  officers,, 
mariners,  or  other  persons,  being  part  of  the  6rews 
of  the  ye83els  of  the  respective  nations  who  shall 
desert  from  the  same;  but  that, on  the  contrary^ 
all  such  deserters  shall  be  delivered  up,  on  demand^ 
to  the  commanders  of  the  Vessels  from  which  tb^^y" 
sbafi  have  deserted,  or  to  the  eommanding  officers 
of  the  ships  of  wtirof  the  respective  nations,  or  such 
other  persons  as  may  be  duly  authorized  to  make 
requisition  in  that  behalf;  provided,  that  proof  be 
made,  by  exhibition  of  the  shipping  paper  orcon^^ 
tract,  or  authenticated  copies  thereof,  or  by  other 
satisfactory  evidence,  that  the  deserters  so  de- 
manded were  actually  part  of  the  crews  of  the 
vessels  in  question. 

2.  With  a  view  to  the  mor6  effectual  execution 
of  thi^  article,  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  from 
which  such  desertions  shall  take  place,  and  the 
Consuls  and  Vice-Coosuts  of  His  Britannic  Ma-* 
jesty  and  of  the  United  Stated,  respectively,  may 
ciiuse  to  be  arre:tted  all  persons  who  shall  desert 
from  the  vessels  of  the  respective  nations  as  afore-* 
said ;  and  for  this  purpose,  the  said  Conrmanders, 
Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls,  shall  *  apply  to  the 
courts,  judges,  and  officers  competent,  and  shall 
demand  the  said  deserters  in  writing,  and  adduce 
proof  of  their  desertion  as  aforesaid ;  and  on  this ' 
demand  and  satisfactory  proof  the  delivery  shall  be 
made.  And  thereshallbegivenall  necessary  aid  to 
the  said  Commanders,  Consuls,  and  Vice-CoUsuls, 
for  thesearx:h,  seizure,  and  arreat  of  the  said  desert- 
ers, who,  If  it  be  requested,  shall. be  detained  and 
keptin  prison,  at  tbe  expense  o(  those  who  demand 
them  as  aforesaid,  until  thef  can  be  put  on  board 
their  ownor  other  vessels  of  their  nation,  or  be 
otherwise  seat  back  to  their  own  country-;  pro- 
vided that,  if  this  be  not  done  within,  three  montha 
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from  the  dajr  of  tbeir  arrest,  aaeb  deserters  shall 
be  set  at  liberty,  and  -not  be  a^in  arrested  for  tlie 
same  cause. 

3.  It  is  further  agreed  that  i^o  refuge  or  pro- 
tection shall  be  afforded  by  either  of  the  contraot- 
itts  parties  to  any  noo-commissioDed  officer  or 
aotdter  who  may  desert  from  the  military  service 
of  the  other ;  but,  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  most' 
effectual  measures  shall  be  taken,  in  like  manner 
Us  with  respect  to  sailors,  to  apprehend  any  such, 
non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  and  to 
deliver  them  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
military  posts,  forts,  or  garrisons,  from  which 
ihey  have  deserted,  or  to  the  Consuls  or  Vice-Con- 
anb  on  either  side,  or  lo  such  other  person  as 
may  be  duly  authorized  to  demand  their  res.ti- 
lutiom 

4.  It  is,  however,  understood  that  nothing  in 
theie  stipulations  shall-  be  construe.d  to  empower 
the  ctvil,  military,  or  naval  officers  oi  either  of 
(be  con  tract!  ug  parties  forcibly  to  enter  into  the 
territory,  forts,  posts,  or  vessels  of  the  other  party, 
or  to  use  violence  to  the  persons  of  thecommand* 
ers  or  other  officers  of  the  forts,  posts,  or  vessels  of 
th^  other  party,  with  a* view  to  compel  the  deliv* 
ery  of  such  persoos  as  shall  desert  as  aforesaid. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  President. 

Trcabury  DcPARTMfiNT,  AprU  14. 1800. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  resDectfuUy 
submits  the  following  observations,  in  obedience 
to  the  direction  of  ue  President  of  the  United 
States.  .  ,        .  ^ 

•  The  project  of  a  treaty  proposed  by  the  Minis- 
ter of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  for  the  reciprocal 
delivery  of  deserters  from  the  laud  and  naval  ser- 
vice, does  not  sufficiently  provide  tigainst  the  im- 
pressment of  American  seamen,  and  is  therefore 
deemed  inadmissible.  The  ideas  of  the  Secretary, 
of  'the  Treasury  on  this  subject  are  stated  in  the 
counter-project  hereto  subjoined,  and  will  be  found 
to  be  essentially  the  9ame.as  those- of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stale.  .  .      , 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  fully  concurs  in 
opinion  with  the .  Secretary  of  State,  respecting 
the  reply  proper  to  be  given  to  the  notes  of  Mr. 
ListoD,  dated  2d  and  4th  February  iapt,  demand^ 
ing  restitution  of  several  American  vessels  cap- 
tured by  British  cruisers,  and  ..rescued  by  the 
^rews  of  said  vessels. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by. 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 

Secretary  of  the  TYeasury* 


Additional  articles  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  Treaty 
of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation,  conduded  at 

•  Ziondon,  on  the  19tb  day  of  NoTember,  1794,  and 
to  form  a  part  of  said  Treaty. 

1.  It  is  agreed  that  uo  refuge  or  protection  shall 
be  afforded  to  the  officers,  mariners,  or  other  per* 
sons,  being  part  df  the  crews  of  the  vessels  of^tbe 
respective  nations^  who  shall  hereafter  desert  from 
the  same;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  all  such  de- 
serters shall  be  delivered  up  on  demand,  to  the 
commanders  of  the  vessels  fcom  which  they  shall 


have  deserted,  or  to  Che  comtDanding  offieera  of  tbe 
ships  of  war  of  the  respective  nations,  or  sach 
other  persons  as  may  be  duly  authorized  to  make 
requisition  in  that  behalf;  provided  tbmt  proof  be 
made  within  two  years  after  the  time  of  desertion. 
by  an  exhibition  of  the  shipping  paper^  or  contract 
or  authenticated  copies,  tbereof,  or  by  oiher  satis- 
factory evidence,  that  the  deserters,  so  demanded, 
were*  actually  part  of  the  crews  of  the  vesseU  in 
question. 

.  2.  With  a  view  to  the  mote  effectual  execatioe 
of  the  foregoing  article,  the  command  era  of  the  ves- 
sels from  which  such  desertions  shall  lake  place, 
and  the  Consuls  and  Ytee-Consuls  of  His  Bri tan- 
nic Majesty  and  the  United  States,  respeetiTety. 
inay  cause  to  be.  arrested  all  persoos  wbo  shall  de- 
sert from  the  vessels  of  the  respective  nations  as 
aforesaid ;  and  for  this  purpose  the  said  Com- 
manders, Consuls,  and  Ytoe-Coosuls.  shall  apply 
to  the  courts,  judges,  and  officers  conapeteot,  and 
shall  demand  the  said  deserters  in  writings,  and  ad- 
duce proofs  of  their  deseriion,  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
on  such  demand  and  satisfactory  proof,  as  afore- 
said, the  delivery  shall  be  made.  And  tliere  shall 
be  given  all  aid  and  assistance  to  the  said  Consnis 
and  Vice-Consuls  for  search,  seizure,  and  arrest 
of  the  said  deserters,  who,  if  it  be  reqaesled,  shall 
be  kept  and  .detained  in  the  prisons  of  tbe  coaa- 
try,  at  the  expense  of  those  who  demand  them,  as 
aforesaid,  until  thev  can  be  put  on  board  their  owa 
or  other  vessels  oi  their  nation,  or  be  otherwise 
sent  back  to  their  owii  country  $  provided  that  if 
this  be  not  done  within  three-  asooths  from  the 
day  of  their  arrest,  such  deserters  shall  be  set  at 
liberty,  and.  not  be  again  arrested  for  the  same 
cause. 

3.  It  is  farther  agreed,  that  no  refuge  or  pra- 
tection  shaH  be  afforded  by  either  of  the  contract- 
ing parties  to  any;  person  who  shall  hereafter 
desert  from  the  military  land  service  of  ihe  othei : 
but  that,  on  tbe  contrary,  the  most  effectual  meas- 
ures shall  be  taken,'  in  like  manner,  and  on  like 
conditions,  as  with  respect  to  sailors,  to  appre- 
hend any  such  deserters  from  the  service,  and  to 
deliver  them  to  the  commanding  officers  of  tbe 
military  posts,  forts,  or  garrisons  from  which  they 
shall  have  deserted/or  to  the  Consuls  or  Vioe-Con- 
suls  on  either  side,  pr  to  such  other  persoos  as 
may  be  duly  authorised  to  demand  their  restitu- 
tion. 

'  4.  It  is,  however,  understood,  that  nothing  in 
the  foregoing  stipqlatioas  shall  be  construed  to 
empower  the  civil  or  any  other  officers  of  either 
party  forcibly  io  enter  tbe  forts,  posts,  or  any  other 
placie  within  or  under  tbe  jurfsdiction  of  tbe  other 
party;  nor.  to  empower  the  naval  commanders. 
or  other  officers  of  either  party,  forcibly  to  enter 
any  public  or  private  vessel  of  the  other  party  oo 
the  high  seas,  with  a  view  to  compel  the  delivery 
of  any  person  whatever:  on  the  contrary,  it  15 
expressly  declared  to  be  the- understanding  of  tbe 
contracting  parties,  that  the  mutual  restitutions 
of  persons  claimed  as  deserters  shall  only  be  made 
by  the  ^ee  and  voluntary  consent  of  the  military 
officers  employed  in  the  land  service,  or  the  com- 
manders ot  the  public  or  private  ships  or  vessels 
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f  the  tvo  partict,  or  in  ponuaiice  of  the  d^i- 
ioDs  of  the  courl^  Judges,  or  other  compefeat 
i?il  officers  of  the  two  natioDS)  in  all  eases  nils* 
Dff  within  their  respective  jarisdietions. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 
Apkil  14, 1800.  - 


WAft  DsPARTif  SNT,  April  14, 1800. 

The  Secretary  of  War  TespectTullysubmits  the 
oIlowiDff  observations,  in  obedience  to  Che  diree- 
ioa  of  the  Pr^sid^i  of  the  IJnited  States. 

The  Becretary  very. much  doafots  the  sound- 
less of  the  prineiple  upon  which  a  refusal  to  de^ 
irer  op  merchant  vessels,  captared  by  a  bellig^r- 
)nx  Power,  is  founded.  It  appears  to  the  Secretary, 
;oosidering  the  question  npop  general  ground, 
bat  merchant  vessels  belonging  to  a  nentral  na- 
ion.  seized  b^  a  belligerent  Power  on  the  high 
«a,  for  violating  the  laws  of  neutrality,  cannot) 
tgi4eably  to  the  law  of  nations,  be  rigbtrolljr  re- 
ak«D  by  a  vessel  of  the  neutral  Po^er,  nor,  if  re- 
aken  sod  broaght  into  a  port  of  the  nentrsl  na* 
ion,  rightfatt^  withheld  by  that  nation  from'4he 
Aptors.  It  r^ults  (kom  this  prineiple,  that  a  ves- 
wl  or  its  cargo,  being  prize  -or  no  pH^e,  cannot  be 
ightfullydeierftiined  in  other  tribunals  than  those 
/the  nation  exercising  the  right  of  capture,  the 
ight  to  try  in  ^e  appropriate  coarts'of  the  coun- 
ty of  the  captors -following  the  right  to  capture. 

It  may  t)ff  asked,  is  the  right  .which  a  belliger- 
mt  Power  acquiresto  thepropertv  of  its  enemy, 
Ktzed  in  a  neutral  vessel,  iqU  ajia  perfect?  To 
this  it  may  be  answered^  that  the  right  thutf 
icqoired  is  fjM  and  perfect,  as  relative  to  exempt- 
ing it  from  capture  by  any  neutral  vessel,  ror 
if  ibe  merchant  vessel  which  contains  the  property 
nay.afler  its  being  seized  or  possessed  by  the 
belligerent  Power,  use  force  to  reeoyer  it, '  so  may 
every  othet  merchant  vessel  belonging  to  the  neu* 
tral  nation.  Further,  if  the  crews  ofonr  neutral 
ressels  may  recapture,  it  would  seem  that  our 
resseU  of  war  could  also  recapture ;  the  contrary 
wkereof  is  te  he  eollected  from  the  statute  which 
rathorizes  i^eaptures  of  our  Vessels  taken  by  the 
French.  But  the  state  of  neutrality  does  not  per* 
nit  a  nentral  Power  to  espoitae,  in  any  manaer 
wbaterer,  either  side,  or  to  j)refer  one  to  the  other 
belligerent  party*  It  is  the  indispensable  duty  of 
neutrals,  Bella  se  non  interponant  To  recapture 
the  property  of  either  from  the  other  is  clear  med- 
dling in  the  war,  and  direct  violation  of  every 
prinoiple  of  neutrality. 

If  the  property  in  a  neutral  vessel  was  enemy's 
property,  or  oontraband  of  war,  the  belligerent 
vessel,  having  once  9»ade  prize  of  it,  has  a  clear 
right  to  it,  otwbich  the  crew  of  the  neutral  ves« 
sel  csonot  divest  b^r  ^V  recapture.  To  the 
Secretary  it  appears  a  sound  position,  that  neo* 
tral  nations  ought  to  regard  the  parties  at  wat  as 
Uwfol  proprietors  of  alltbat  they  take  from  each 
other ;  consequently,  it  cannot  he  right  for  the 
citizens  of  a  iieutral  nation  to  interfere  to  rescue 
from  one  of  the  belligrerent  Powers  proiperty  which 
he  had  taken  belonging  to  the  other.  A  neutral 
vessel  loads  with  enemy  goods  at  a  known  dsk, 


that  of  their  being  aubjeet  to  capture,  and  undev 
the  obligation  only  to  use  all  one  endeavors  to 
avoid  an  enemy  or  capture.  Here  obligation  of 
the  neutral  ends,  for  she  is  not  permitted,  if  taken, 
to  recover  the  goods  by  recapture ;  the  nation 
only  to  whoje  citizens  or  subjects  they  belon^d 
(or  the  parties  at  war  with  the.oaptors,)  possessing 
that  riffht. 

By  tne  law  of  nations,  a  nentrat  vessel  metal 
sea  is  liable  to  be  seized  by  a  vessel  of  war.  as  the 
case  may  be,  of  either  of  the  belligerent  Powers. 
This  law  gives  the  additional  right,  if  the  beliig* 
erent  vessel  is  not  satisfied  with  his  search,  to 
carry  the  neutral  vessel  into  the  country  of  the 
captors,  there  to  be  examined,  tried,  and  ctm* 
demned,  (if  she  has  violated  the  neutraHty,)  in  its 
courts  established  for  the  inqniry  into  the  subject, 
and  to  compel,  by  force,  the  neutral  to  submit  to 
search,  and  also  to  be  carried  into  the  country  of 
the  captors. 

If  such  ships  shall  be  attacked  in  order  to  an 
examination  and  shall  refuse,  they  may  be  as- 
saulted like  a  house  supposed  to  have  thieves'  or 
pirates  ia  it,  refuses  to  yield  up  their  personSf 
may  be  broken  open  by  the  offieer,  and  the^per^ 
sons  resisting  may  be  slain.  (Mallby,  De  Jure 
Mar.  et  Nav.  I.  l,.e.  ^  f  xiii.) 

It  also  appears  to  the  Secretary,  that  if  a  neti** 
tral  vessel  found  at  sen  refuses,  and  resists  by  force, 
to  be  searehed,  she,  for  such  conduct^  is  liable  to 
be  condemned  as  lawful  prize.  If  the  law  of  na- 
tions gives  a  right  to  search,  if  cannot  allow  a 
right  1^  resist  a  search  by  force.  The  two  rights 
cannot  exist.  They  are  perfectly  Inconsistent. 
If  the  first  is  lawful,  the  latter  must  be  unlawful, 
consequently  liable  to  some  punishment,  or  the 
right  would  be  nugatory,  u  the  law  of  nations 
gives  also  a  riffht  to^carry  the  neutral  vessel  into 
the  country  of  the  captors'  courts,  this  right  also* 
cannot  be-  reitsted  or  opposed  by  force,  without 
violating  the  law.  It  would  seem  to  the  Secre- 
tary that  the  persons  who  resist  the  search  by 
force,  or  resist  or  prevent  by  force  the  neutral  res- . 
sels  being  carried  into  the  captors'  country  for 
trial,  must,  by  such  conduct,  be  gnilty  of  a  breach 
of  the  law  of  nations,  and,  if  so,  they  must  be 
liable  to  some  punishment ;  and  if  the  nation  to 
which  they  belong  does  not  punish  them  on  ap- 
plication to  that  effect,  it  thereby  becomes  a  party 
to  the  wron|f.  The  Secretary  cannot  think  that 
either  the  right  of  search,  or  of  carrying  the  neu- 
tral into  the  country  of  the  captors  is  founded  on 
buperiority  of  force,  but  on  the  law  of  nations. 
This  opinion  the  Secretary  rests  upon  Vattel,  I. 
3.  e.  7,  §  cxiv ;  Marten's  Law  of  mtions,  No. 
3Sds  Lee  oh  Captures;  the  Report  on  the  Silesia 
Loan,  &c. 

The  Secretary,  however,  cannot  venture  to  dis- 
approve of  the  answer  proposed  to  he  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  State.  '  He  does  not  know  of 
any  precedent  of  a  neutral  nation  exerting  its 
power  in  any  similar  case  of  recapture  in  aid  of 
the  right  of  the  belligerent  Power ;  but,  unques- 
tionably, there  is  reason  so  to  do,  if  the  ideate 
has  presented  of  the  law  of  nations  is  accurate. 
He  thinks  it  probabk;,  also,  without  pretending 
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to  be  positive,  that  instaoceeiof  reciiptore  like  the 
present  ere  few. 

Id  some  future  time  America  may  stand  ip  re* 
latioii  to  other  Powers  as  Oreat  Britain  stands 
at  this  time,  and  may  wish  to  make  the  same 
«laim  that  she  does  now.  The  Secretary  greatly 
doubts,  but  with  great  deference^  whether  the  cases 
in  question  of  recaptures  are  cognizable  before 
eur  courts  of  justice ;  the  subject  seems  rather  to 
belong  to  the  Executive.  Peculiar  caution  may 
be  proper,  for  fear  at  some  future  period  our  pro- 
ceeding may  be  urged  against  us  to  our  detriment. 
If  it  appears  necessary  to  reconsider  the  subject^ 
the  Secretarjr  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  adding,  that  as  there  is  i|o  provision  by 
treaty  or  opposite  \^Vf  of  the  United  States  on 
the  subject,  it  might  be  advisable  to  tnake  some 
stipulation  by  treaty. 

The  Secretary  is  inclined  to  believe,  that^  if 
any,  there  is  not  sufficient,  remedy  for  the  deliv- 
ery of  deserters  from  British  vessels.  He  has 
landerstood  that  some  of  our  courts  had  determined 
that  the  law  of  Congress  concerning  seamen  re> 
lates  to  American  seamen  only.  The  claim  for 
British  seamen  who  have  or  may  desert  is  just, 
and  ou^ht  to  be  reciprocal.  The  Secretary  thinks 
the  project  of  Mr.Ltstom  onay  be  substantially  ac- 
<;epted,  except  the  seventh  article,  which  seems  to 
provide  that  the  United  States  snail  not  demand 
the  delivery  of  any  sailors,  although  their  citizens, 
if^  they  hi^ve  been  employed  on  board  British  ves- 
sels, and  who  have  in  time  of  war  or  threatened 
hostilities  voluntarily  entered  into  the  British  ser- 
vice, or  have  been  eompelied  to  enter  therein,  ac* 
d>rding  to  the  law  end  practice  prevailing  in 
Great  Britain,  This  article  is  very  inaccurately 
expressed,  for  it  says  ^^  employed  or  entered  into 
the  service  of  their  own  sovereign  or  nation,  or 
compelled  to  enter  therein,"  &.o.  If  this  article 
means  what  it  is  apprehended  it  does,  it  is  wholly 
inadmissible.  It  establishes  a  principle  reproba- 
ted by  this  country.  The  counter  project  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  substance  meets  the  Secre- 
tary's approbation;  but  it  is  submitted  whether 
the  adoption  of  part  of  the  draught  by  the  8ecre> 
tarv  of  the  Treasury  will  not  improve  it. 

All  w^ich  is  repectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  McHEI^^RY. 


Mr.  Stoddart,  Secretary  of  the  Navy*  to  the  President 

Navy  DePASTMBtiT, 

AprU  23, 1800. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  obedience  to  the 
order  of  the  President,  respectfully  submits  tne 
foUowiiig  observations  oa  the  matters  of  reference 
to  the  Heads  of  Departments. 

The  proposed  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
in  answer  to  Mr.  Listen's  notes  of  the  2d  and  4th 
February,  demanding  the  restitution  of  American 
Tassels  captured  by  British  ships,  and  rescued  by 
their  own  ctews,  appears  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nav]r  entirely  proper.  He  believes  the  demand 
is  neither  sanctioned  bv  precedent  nor  the  law 
of  nations.  Should  it  be  otherwise,  Mr.  Listen, 
as  invited  by  the  Secretary  of  &t|itQ,  will  show  it. 


Mr.  Listoa's  project  of  an  article  on  the  subject 
of  deserters  secures  to  his  nation  everything  it 
could  requircj  but  affords  no  security  to  the  United 
States  in  a  point  of  equal  interest  with  them,  that 
their  merchant  vessels  will  not  be  interrupted  on 
the  high  seas,  in  order  to  impress  from  them  their 
crews,  under  pretence  of  being  deserters. 

It  is  certainly  just  that  the  United  States  should 
afford  to  Great  Britain  ell  the  reasonable  security 
they  have  a  right  to  expect  from  a  friendly  nation, 
against  the  loss  of  their  seamen — ^a  loss  of  all 
others  the  most  serious  to  a  nation,  depending  oa 
maritime  strength  fpr  its.  power,  perhaps  for  iu 
safety.  But  it  is  equally  just  that  the  United 
States  should  be  secured  against  the  iin pressmen t 
of  their  seamen  on  the  high  seas,  and  the  interrup- 
tion of  their  merchant  vessejs.  The  project  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  meets  the  full  appro- 
bation 01  the  Secretary  ot  the  Navy.  It  seems  to 
comprehend  everything  that  ought  to  be  required 
on  eithir  side ;  but  it  is  so  desirable  to  have  a 
right  understanding  on  a  subject  so  likeljr  to  pro- 
duce ill  blood,  that,  rather  than  not  a^ree,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  thinks  the  word  hera^Ury 
if  positively  insisted  on,  may  be  struck  out  of  that 
project ;  and  submits  whether,  for  the  sake  of  ac- 
commodation, the  limitation  of  time  id  which 
deserters  may  be  claimed,  if  strenuously  itrged  by 
Mr.  Listen,  may  not  be  extended  to  three  years. 
The  Secretary  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  is  bet- 
ter to  have  no  article,  and  to  meet  all  coosequen- 
ces,  than  not  to  enumerate  merchant  vessels  oa> 
the  high  seas  among  ^he  things  not  to  be  forcibly 
entered  in  search  of  deserters. 

All  of  which  is  respectful ly  submitted. 

BEN.STODDART. 


The  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Sutas  to  the 

President. 

]PuiLADELPHiA,  Feb.  26,  ISOO. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  direction  to  report 
my  opinion  upon  the  matters  contained  in  the 
two  letters  of  His  Briuinnic  Majesty's  Minister 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  2d  and  4th  in- 
stant, the  following  is  respectfully  submitted  to 
your  consideration : 

In  the  first  mentioned  letter  a  claim  is  made, 
by  the  express  order  of  His  Britaunic  Majesty , 
that  three  American  merchant  vessels,  namely,, 
the  brigantine  Experience,  the  ship  Lucy,  and 
the  brigantine  Fair  Columbian,  which  had  been 
stooped  and  detained  upon  the  nigh  seas  by  sev- 
eral British  ships  of  war,  under  a  suspicion  of 
having  enemies'  property  on  board,  and  after- 
wards taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  prize-masters^ 
(the  two  first  by  force,  and  the  last  without  force,) 
and  brought  into  the  United  States,  should  be  de- 
livered up  to  the  Minister,  together  with  the  Brit- 
ish seamen  i^id  deserters  who  assisted  in  those 
rescues,  that  they  may  be  sent  by  him  to  some  one 
-of  the  British  colonies  to  be  there  dealt  with  ac- 
cording to  law.  This  claim  is  to  be  considered 
as  it  r«ates  to  the  American  ships,  aod  as  it  re- 
iate9  to  the  British  seamen. 
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&r$ai  BriUdn-^impreMinent, 


The  Amerieim  l^ipB. 

No  stlpalatioD  ia  the  treaties  between  the  two 
naiioDs  authorizes  the  d.emaDd  for  restitution  of 
the  American  ships.  It  is  therefore  to  be  decided 
by  the  practice  of  friendly  nations,  which,  upon 
this  subject,  is  the  only  law. 

It  is  not  denied  that  a  belligerent  bi«  a  right  to 
stop  a  neatral  ship  on  the  high  seat^  suspected  to 
bBTc  on  board  either  eoatraband  merchandise 
destined  to  an  enepiy's  port,  or  ^  enemies'  goods, 
and  a  right  to  send  such  neutral  ship  to  a  eompe- 
teat  court  for  ezamiaatioi^.and  trial;  and  it  is 
equally  true  that  this  right  is  recognised  in  the 
President's  iottiruciions  to  the  American  ships  of 
war.  But  while  the  right  of  searching  neutral 
ships  is  acknowledged,  it  is  not  acknowledged  that 
th«  sovereign  of  t&  nevtral  nation  is  under  any 
obligation,  by  acti?e  measures,  to  aid  and  assist 
the  sorereign  of  the  bellij^erent  nation  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  right;  It  is  a  right  derived  from 
war,  wiiich  the  belligerent  nation  is  suffered  to 
exercise  in  consequence  of  its  superior  force,  upon 
coodition  that  reasonable  satisfaction  be  made  in 
all  cases  of  unjust  detention  to  the  neutral  ship  ; 
aod  all  that  is  expected  of  jihe  sovereign  of  the 
neutral  nation  is  to  remain  passive. 

The  practice  of  searching  and  detaining  peu- 
tral  ships,  being  grounded « on  the  right  which 
oDe  enemy  Irns  of  injuring  and  weakening  the 
other,  the  neutral  nation  permits  her  merohaat 
ships,  under  certain  circQmstances,'io  be  stopped, 
treated,  and  held  as  an  enemy  by  the  belligerent ; 
bat  toe  belligerent,  in  so*  doing,  most  depend  on 
bis  own  strength  and  means,  and  may  not  call 
upon  the  sovereign  of  the  neutral  to  aid  hin)  in- 
eaforeittg  the  rights  of  war  against  his  own  nea- 
tral subjects,  in  those  cases  where  no  positive 
stipalatioiis  have  been  made  by  treaty.  Hence 
arises  the  practice  of  putting'oa-  board  a  neatral 
ship,  when  detained  and  sent  for  adjudication,  a 
prize-master  and  a  sufficient  nuinber  of  men  for 
carrying  her  into  port  against  the  will  of  the 
aeotral. 

That  a  neutral  nation  should  be  required  to  ex- 
ert its  power  in  aid  of  the  right  of  detaining  and 
searching  its  own  ships,  which  belligerents  are 
allowed  to  exercise,  is  believed  to  be  without  pre« 
eedent.  If  ever  a  restitution  of  neutral  ships  de- 
tained and  rescued  under  similar  circumstances 
bas  been  claimed  by  the  sovereign  of  a  belliger- 
ent nation  from  the  Qovernment  of  the  neutral 
nation,  the  case  is  unknown  to  me.  Such  a  claim 
is  believed  never  to  have  been  made,  or,  if  made, 
Derer  granted. 

Whatever  right  the  British  captors  have  (if 
any  they  have)  to  the  possesi^ioo  of  the  American 
ships,  is  of  a  nature  cognizable  before  the  tribu- 
nals of  justice,  which  are  open  to  hear  their  com- 
plaints. 

For  these  reasons  the  President  is  advised  io 
abstain  from  any  act  for  the  restitution  of  the 
ships,  and  that  the  British  Ministei^  be  informed 
that  this  part  of  the  claim  cannot  be  complied 
with. 


T^  Briti^  Seamen* 

In  demanding  the  British  seamen  who  were 
brought  in  the  repossessed  vessels  into  the  United 
States,  I  see  nothing  improper  or  unreasonable. 
These  nray  be  apprehended  by  warrants  to  be  is- 
sued by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  upon  due  protff 
in  those  States  where  the  State  laws  have  sopro? 
vided ;  and  being  apprehended,  may  be  delivered 
to  the  master  or  other  person  duly  authorized  to 
receive  thein.  The  act  of  Congress  concerning 
seamen  is  believed  to  be  confined  to  American 
seamen  only,  and,  consequently,  will  afford  no  aid 
or' remedy  in  the  present  case;  and  the  remedy 
under  the  Staie  laws  may  not  be  always  found  to 
answer  the  purpose.  The  claim  of  the  British 
seamen  in  the  present  instance  being  reasonable, 
the  Minister  may  be  answered  that  every  assist- 
ance shall  be  fifiven  for  the  recovery  of  them  which 
the  laws  of  this  country  admit  an4  direct. 

It  certainly  is  an  'object  of  particular  concern 
to  the  British  nation  to  come  to  an  agtreement 
with  the  United  States  relative  to  deserters  from 
the  sea  service,  and  it  is  not  less  interesting  to  the 
United  States  to  come  to  an  agreement  with 
Great  Britain  relative  to  the  impressment  of 
American  seamen.  The  project  of  an  article  re^ 
lative  to  deseners,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Liston,  so 
lar  as  I  understand  it,  appears  to  be  reasonable ; 
but  the  seventh  clause  of  that  project  is  so  ex- 
pressed as  not  to  be  certainly  understood  by  me, 
and  will  require  to  be  otiierwise  expressed,  that 
its  m>?aning  may  not  be  misapprehended.  If  this 
article  is  associated  with  another  concerning  the 
impressment  of  American  seamen  in  terms  satis- 
factory to  onr  Government,  T  think  it  will  be 
highly  advisable  to  agree  upon  such  stipulations. 
The  one  will  be  very  agreeable  to  the  British,  and 
the  other  to  the  American  nation,  and  especially 
at  a  time  wheil  the  sensibility  of  the  two  nations- 
seems  to  be  a  little  excited  upon  those  subjects. 
A  proposal  of  this  kind  I  think  shonld  be  made 
without  delay  to  the  British  Minister  here. 
Iam,dtc.  CHARL£:SLEB. 

JoBN  Adams,  President  ofth6  United  ^ate»> 


Al>RiL  30, 1800. 

The  Attorney  General,  having  read  and  considt 
ered  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  pro- 
ject of  an  article  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  sut^ect  of  deserters,  which  are 
proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  British  Minister  here» 
expresses  his  entire  approbation  of  the  same.  . 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Marshalii  Esq.,  Secre- 
iary  of  State^  to  Rufus  King,  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  at  London. 

Department  op  State,  <Sep<.  20, 1800. 
The  impreasment  of  our  aeamen  is  an  injury  of 

ver^r  serious  magnitude,  which  deeply  affects  the 

feelings  and  honor  of  the  nation.  ,  ^ 

Thia^  valuable  class  of  men  in  composed,  of  na* 

lives  and  foreigners,  who  engage  voluntarily  ia 

our  service. 
No  right  has  been  asserted  to  impress  the.na- 
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tires  of  America.  Yet  tbef  are  impressed ;  tfaey 
are  dragged  oq  board  ships  of  war,  with  (he  evi- 
dence of  citizenship  in  their  hands,  and  forced  by 
YJolence  there  to«erve,  until  conclusive  testimo> 
aials  of  their  birth  can  b6  obtained.  These  must 
most  generally  be  sought  for  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  In  the  meantime,  acknowledged  vio- 
leace  is  practised  on  a  free  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  by  compelling,  hi  pi  to  en^^^e  and  to  con- 
tinue in  foreign  service.  Although  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty  uniform l)r  direct  their  discharge 
on  the  production  of  this  testimony,  yet  oiany 
must  perish  unrelieved,  and  all  are  detained  a  con* 
aideiable.  time  ia  lawless  and  injurious  confine- 
ment. 

It  is  the  duty  as  well  as  the  right  of  a  friendly 
nation,  to  require  that  measures  be  taken  by  the 
British  Government  to  prevent  the  continued  rep^ 
etion  of  such  violence  by  its  agents.  This  can 
only  be  done  by  punishing  and  m>wniog  on  those 
who  perpetrate  it.  The  mere  release  of  the  in- 
jured, after  a  long  course  of  service  and  of  suffer- 
ing, IS  no  compensation  for  tbe  past,apd  no  secu- 
rity for  the  future.  It  is  icupossible  not  to  belieye 
that  the  decisive  interference  of  the  Government 
in  this  respect,  would  prevent  a  practice,  the  con- 
tinuance of  wnieh  must  inevitably  produce  dis- 
cord between  two  nations  which  ought  to  be  the 
friends  of  each  other. 

Those  seamen  who,  born  in  a  foreign  country j 
have  been  adopted  by  this,  were  either  the  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain  or  some  other  Power. 

The  right  to  impress  those  who  were  British 
subjects  has  been  asserted,  and  the  right  to  im- 
press those  of  every  other  nation  hasaot  been  dis- 
claimed. Neither  the  one  practice  nor  the  other 
can  be  jua^tified.  < 

With  the  naturalization  of  foreigners,  no  other 
j)ation  can  interfere,  further  than  the  rights  of 
that  other  are  affected.  The  rights  of  Britain  are 
certainly  not  affected  by  the  naturalization  of 
other  than  British  subjects.  Consequently,  those 
persons  who,  according  to  our  laws,  are  citizens, 
must  be  so  considered  by  Britain,  and  by  every 
<  other  Power  not  having  a  conflicting  claim  to  the 

person. 

The  United  States  therefore  require,  positively, 
that  their  seamen  who  are  not  British  Subjects, 
whether  born  in  America  or  elsewhere,  shall  be 
exempt  from  impressment. 

The  case  of  British  subjects,  whether  natural- 
ized or  IM)|,  is  more  questionable ;  but  the  righl 
even  to  impress  them  is  denied.  The  practice  of 
the  British  Government  itself  may  certainly,  in  a 
controversy  with  that  Government,  be  relied  on. 
l^he  privileges  it  claims  and  exercises  ought  toi>e 
ceded  to  others.  To  deny  this^  would  be  to  deny 
the  equalityof  nations,  and  to  make  it  a  question 
of  power,  and  not  of  right. 

if  the  practice  of  the  British  Government  may 
be  quoted,  that  practice  is  to  maintain  and  de- 
fend, in  their  sea  service,  all  those  of  any  nation 
who  have  voluntarily  engaged  in  it,  or  who, 
according  to  their  laws,  have  become  British 
subjects. 

Alien  scftmen,  not  British  aubjects^  engaged  in 


our  merchant  serviee^  ought: to  be  eqoallr  exempt 
with  citizens  from  impressment.  We  have  a  right 
to  engage  them,  and  nave  a  right  to  and  an  inter- 
est in  their  persons,  to  the  extent  of  the  service 
contracted  to  be  performed.  Britain  has  no  pre- 
text of  riffht  to  their  persons  or  to  their  service. 
To  tear  them,  then,  from  our  possession,  is  at  the 
same  time  an  insult  and  an  injury. .  It  is  an  act 
of  violence,  ibr  which  there  exists  oo  palliative. 

We  know  well  that  the  difficolty  of  distin- 
guishing between  native  Americans  and  Brit- 
ish subjects  has  beeft  used,  with  respect  to  na- 
tives, as  an  apology  for  the  injuries  complaiacd 
of.  It  is  not  .pretended  that  this  apology  can  be 
extended  to  the  ease  of  foreigners,  and  even  with 
respect  to  natives  we  doubt  the  existence  of  the 
difficulty  alleged.  We  know  well  that  araon^ 
that  class  of  people  who  are  seamen,  we  can  read* 
ily  distinguish  between  a  native  Ameneao  and 
a  person  raised  to  manhood  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland ;  and  we  do  not-  perceive  any  resusoo  whf 
the  capacity  of  makittg  this  distincfioo  sbould  not 
be  possessed  in  the  same  degree  by  one  nation  ss 
by  the  other. 

If.  therefore,  no  regulation  can  be  formed  which 
shall  efiieetuaily  secure  afl  seamen  on  board  Amer- 
ican merchantmen,  we  have  a  right  to  expect 
from  the  justice  of  the  British  Government,  from 
ia  regard  for  the  friendship  of  the  United  Sutc^ 
and  its  own  honor,  that  it  will  manifest  the  sio- 
cerity  of  its  wishes  to  repress  this  ofience,  by  pao- 
ishing  those  who  commit  it. 

We  hope,  however,  that  an  agreement  may  be 
entered  into  satisfactory  and  ben^eial  to  both 
parties.  The  article  which  appears  to  have  been 
transmitted  by  my  predecessor,  while  it  satisfies 
this  country,  will  probably  restore  to  the  naval 
service  of  Great  Britain  a  greater  number  of  sea- 
men than  will  be.  lost  by  it.  Should  we  even  be 
mistaken  in  this  calculation,  yet  the  difierence 
'cannot  be  put  in  competition  with  the  mischief 
which  may  result  from  the  irritation  justly  ex- 
cited, by  this^  practice,  throughout  the  United 
States.  The  extent  and  the  justice  of  the  resent- 
ments it  produces,  may  be  estimated,  in  Grest 
Britain,  by  inquiring  what  impressions  would  be 
made  on  tnem  by  similar  conduct  on  the  pari  of 
this  Government. 

Should  we  impress  from  the  merchant  service 
of  Britain,  not  only  Americans,  but  foreigners, 
and  even  British  subjects;  bow  long  would 
such  a  course  of  injury,  unredressed,  be  permu- 
ted to  pass  unrevenged  ?  How  long  would  the 
Government  be  content  with  unsuccessful  re- 
monstrance and  unavailing  memorials?  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  that  only  the  ra,ost  proippt  correction  of 
compensation  for  tbe  abuse,  would  be  admitted 
as  satisfaction  in  such  a  cause. 

If  the  principles  of  this  Govermneot  forbid  it 
to  retaliate  by  impressments,  there  is  yet  another 
mode  which  inignt  be  resorted  to.  We  might 
authorize  our  ships  ef  war,  though  not  to  impress, 
yet  to  recruit  sailors  on  board  firitish  merchant- 
men. Such  are  the  inducements  to  enter  into 
our  naval  service  that  We  believe  even  this  prac- 
tice would  very.seriously  affect  the  navigation  of 
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Qreat  •  Britain — impre^rmeni. 


BritftiD.    HoWf  nr,  vMld  it  be  reeeivcd  bj  the 

British  nation  ?  . 

Is  it  not  more  advisable  to  desiat  from^  and  to 
take  efiectoal  measures  to  prevent  an  aeknowl'* 
ed^ed  wroof ,  than  by  perseverance  in  that  wrongs 
to  excite  a^in^t  tbemslelves  the  well  founded  re- 
sentments of  America*  and  force  our  GrovernmeDt 
iQto  measures  which  may  very  possibly  terminate 
Id  kq  open  rnpture? 


Extnet  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  I'inckn^y,  £sq.,  to  the 
Secretary  of  Sta^e. 

London,  January  3, 1793.  ^ 
I  hare  on\j  time  to  say  bv  the  present  opportu- 
nity that  their  contents  snail  be  duly  attended  tu. 
I  bare  strongly  urged  the  adoption  of  equitable 
regulations  concerning  seamen,  andj  from  a  con- 
ference with  Lord  Grenviilethisday,  I  have  great- 
er hope  of  a  favorable  termination  of  this  nego- 
tiation than  I  hitherto  entertained.  My  expecta- 
tions on  this  head  are,  however,  only  founded  on 
what  Lord  Grenville  declares  to  be  his  own  ideas 
of  the  subject  at  present ;  but  as  this  business  par- 
ticularly concern^  another  deoaj-tment,  nothing 
conclusive  can  be  relied  on  from  a  declaration 
thus  expressly  confined. 


Extract  of  a  lettw  from  Thomaa  Pinckney>£i^  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.    . 

LonnoN,  March  13, 1793. 
Oar  trad^  continoes  subject  to  great  inconveni- 
ences, both  from  our  seamen  being  hd pressed, 
from  the  idea  of  their  being  British  snbjeots,  and 
from  their  entering  voluntarily,  on  board  of  the 
King's  shipe^  tempted  by  the  present  high  boun^ 
ti^s.  I  have  had  frequent  conversations  on  this 
subject  with  Lord  Grenville,  who  always  expres- 
ses himself  to  be  sensible  of  the  inconf  entenee  to 
vbich  we  are  subjected,  and  desirous  to  apply  a 
remedy ;  but  still  nothing  decisive  is  done.  Our 
CoDsQisare  permitted  to  proteot  from  impreasment 
sQch  of  our  seamen  as  are  natives  of  America, 
hut  DO  others ;  and  the  diffienhy  of  determining 
hy  agreement  who  besides  natives  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  citizens  of  the  United  States  will,  I 
fear,  daring  the  present  generation  at  least,  re- 
jDain  an  obsfaale  to  every  other  plan  than  that  of 
letting  the  vessel  protect  a  given' number  of  men 
according  to  her  tonnage.  I  insiat  upon  the  terms 
of  our  act  of  Congress  aa  the  rule  of  diserimina* 
^^%  and  show  that  in  point  of  time  it  accords 
^iih  an  act  of  their  own  relating  to  seamen.  I 
Kod  herewith  a  transcript  of  a  representation  ( 
^ade  on  the  subject  of  British  officers  detaining 
deserters  from  our 'Vessels  under  pretenee  of  their 
l^ipg  Englishmen,  and  extorting  the  payment  of 
their  wages ;  on  this  last  subject  m  question  is 
^ow  depending  in  the  Court  of  AdmiraUy;  the 
lormer  remains  without  an  answer  from  the  Lords 
yomnnissioDers  of  that  department.  Lord  Gren- 
viile  having  said  that  he  w-ished  me  to  have  some 
^▼ersation  with  Mr.  Bond,  on  account  of  his 
peiDg  particularly  well  aequamted  with  this  sub- 
ject, I  told  his  Lordship  1  had  aooMection  to  eon* 
Tersiog  with  any  peraon  appointed  ny  him  on  ilu» 


sabjeot  In  a  few  dftyt  I  received  the  enclosed 
note  from  Mr.Bend^  to  which  I  sent  the  answer 
annexed,  in  order  to  produce  an  explanation  where- 
by neither  more  or  less, than  the  proper  degree  of 
importance  might  be  attached  to  the  eonference. 
Mr.  Bond  came  ^  he  said  he  had  no  commission 
to  treat  on  the  vubiect;  we,  therefore,  agreed  that 
it  was  to  be  considered  altogether  as  an  informal 
conversation.  We  discoursed  at  length  upon  the 
subject,  but  I  do  not  find  that  we  are  nearer  com- 
ing to  a  conclusions^  the  business  than  we  were 
before.  He  appeared  not  to  be  p/epared  for  the 
extent  of  the  reciprocity  which  I  contended  should 
form  the  basis  and,  pervade  the  whole  of  the  tran- 
saction ;  for  when  he  urged  the  point  of  our  sea- 
men, or  at  least  their  captain  in  their  behalf,  being 
furniiibed  with  teatimonials  of  their  beinj;  Amer* 
icans  before  they  left  our  ports,  I  told  him  the  in«> 
conveniences  arising  from  this  procedure  would 
be  equally  felt. by  both  nations;  for  that  we  should 
expect  their  seamen  to  be  furnished  with  similar 
testimonials,  when  tbey  came  to  our  ports  to  those 
they  expected  our  mariners  would  bring  to  theirs* 
He  asked  in  what  instance  it  would  become  ne* 
cessary,  (alluding,,!  presume,  to  our  not  being  in 
the  habit  of  impressing.)  I  answered  that -unless 
we  could  come  to  some  accommodation  which 
might  insure  oar  seamen  against  this  oppression, 
measures  would  be  taken  to  cause  the  ineonve* 
nienee  to  be  equally  felt  on  both  sides.  I  have  not 
since  seen  Mr.  Bond,  but  find  he  is  ordered  out  to 
America  with  the  title  of  Consul  General  for  the 
Middle  and  Southern  States. 


Extract  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Jay,  Envoy  Extraordinary 
^   and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 

at  London,  to  Locd  Grenville,  Secretary  of  iPoreign 

AfTairs. 

iAOKDOHyJuly  39, 179^. 

The  undersigned  finds  it  also  to  be  his  duty  to 
repreaent,>that  the  iiregqlarities  before^mentioned, 
extended  not  only  to  the  captiire  and  condemna* 
tion  of  American  vessels  and  property,  and  •  to 
unusual  personal  severitiesj  but  even  to  the  im* 
pressoaent  of  American  citizens,  to  serve  on  board 
of  armed  vessels.  He  forbears  to  dwell  on  the 
injuries  done  to  these  unfortunate  individuals,  or 
on  the  emotions  which  they  must  naiiiirally  ex- 
cite, either  in  the  breasts  of  the  nation,  to  whom 
Ibey  beiong,  or  of  the  just  and  humane  of  every 
coqntry.  His  reliance  on  the  ^stice  and  benevo- 
lence of  His  Majesty  leads  him  to  indulge  the 
pleasing  expectation,  that  orders  will  be  ^iven^ 
that  Amerioaos,  so  circumstanced  be  immediately 
liberated,  and  that. persons  honored  with.  His  Ma- 
jesty's'  commissions  do  in  future  abstain  from 
similar  violences. 

U  is  with  eordial  satisfection  that  the  under* 
signed  reflects  on  the  'impressions  which  such 
equitable  and  ebnciiiatory  measures  would  make 
on  the  minds  of  .the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  how  naturally  they  would  inspire  andcher* 
ish  those  sentiments  and  dispositions  whith  never 
fail  to  preserve  as  well  as  to  produce  respect,  es^ 
teem,  and  friendship. 
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Extract  of  k  note  from  Mr.  King,  Minuter  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  Statea  at  London,  to  Lord  Gren* 
Tille^  dbted 

London.  Great  Cumberland  Place, 

November  30^  1796. 
Id  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber, io  answer  to  my  application  for  the  discharge 
of  Maxwell,  an  American  citizen,  impressed  and 
detained  on  board  His  Majesty's  ship  Sandwich, 
the  reason  assigned  against  his  discharge  is  '^that 
he  is  married  and  settled  at  Bristol ;"  and  I  under- 
stand that  the  orders  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  for  the  discharge  of  American 
seamen  usually  contain  a  proviso,  that  the  dis* 
charge  is  not  to  operate  in  favor  of^ny  person 
who  has  entered  on  board  of  any  of  His  Majesty's 
ships, -or  who  is  married  or  settled  witbin  any  of 
His  Majesty's  dominions.  Without  admitting  or 
contesting,  on  this  occasion, -the  rule  of  English 
law  that  a  subject  cannot  divest  himself  of  his 
natural  allegiance,  I  take  the  liberty  to  request 
your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  diversity  of  prac- 
tice, so  much  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  American 
citizens,  that  prevails  ib  the  application  of  this 
rule. 

If  Great  ,Bri tain  requires  the  acquiescence  of 
foreign  nations  in  this  law,  so  far  as  regards  the 
requisition  of  her  subjects  married  and  settled 
abroad,  or  voluntarily  engaged  in  foreign  service, 
is  she  not  bound  to  observe  it  in  like  manner  her- 
self in  respect  to  the  subjects  of  foreign  Powers, 
under  similar  circumstances,  in  her  service  or 
within  her  dominions?  If  to  the  demand  of  a 
foreigner  iq  her  service  by  the  nation  to  which 
be  b<;longs,  Great  Britain  answers  that  such  for- 
eigner cannot  be  delivered,  because  he  has  volun- 
tarily eneaged  to  serve  His  Majesty,  or  is  married 
or  settled  within  His  Majesty's  dominions,  is  she 
not  bound  by  her  own  principles  to  admit  the  val- 
idity of  the  same  answer  from  such  foreign  na- 
tion, when  she  requires  the  surrender  of  British 
subjects  found  in  a  similar  predicament  in  the 
service  or  within  the  territory  of  such  foreiffH  na- 
tion? Justice,  which  is  alwaya  impartial,  fur- 
nishes the  proper  answer  to  these  questtons. 

Admitting,  then,  that  the  voluntary  cOotrart  bf 
an  American  citizen  to  serve  on  board  a  British 
ship,  or  the  marriage  or  settlement  of  such  citizen 
within  His  Majesty's  dominions,,  is  the  founda- 
tion of  a  right  in  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
refuse  the  requisition  of  the  United  States  of 
America  that  such  citizen  should  be'discharged 
fr6m  His  Majesty's  service,  do  we  not  thereby  es- 
tablish a  principle  that  at  once  condemns  and 
potfr  an  end  to  the  practice  of  His  Majesty's  naval 
officers  in  entering  American  ships  in  search  of, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  impressing,  British  seamen; 
since  all  seamen  found  on  board  sueh  ships  are 
there  of  choice,  and  by  voluntary  contract  to  serve 
in  the  American  employ  ? 

But  if  neither  of  these  circufiistaDces  can  be  con- 
sidered as  justly  giving  a  right  to  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  refuse  the  discharge  of  American 
citizens,  does  it  not  result  that  the  usual  proviso 
connected  with  the  orders  for  the  ^i^charge  of 
such  citizen^,  (and  which  is  assigned  as  a  rea«>a 


against  the  discharge . of  Joh a  MaxwelL)  is  with- 
out any  just  foundation,  and,  consequently,  oper- 
ates tb  the  disadvantage  and  injury  of  tke  Amer- 
ican citizen  ? 


Ex^tract  of  a  letter  from  Rufas  King,  Esq.,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  dated 

London,  April  13, 1797. 

Seamen, 

It  was  before  my  arrival  that  Lord  Grenville 
had  expressed  to  Mr.  Pinckney  a  dissatisfaction 
with  the  practice  of  ffranting protections  to  Amer- 
ican seamen  by  our  Consuls.  ^  . 

Before  I  received  your  opinion  on  this  subject, 
Lord  Grenville  had  written  me  a  letter,  in  which 
this  branch  of  the  consular  power  is  denied,  and 
notice  given  to  us  that  the  practice  must  be  dis< 
continued.  A  copy  of  this  letter,  and  of  mine 
transmitting  it  to  our  several  Consuls,  I  had  the 
honor  to  send  you  with  ray  letter  of  the  10th  of 
December.  Previous  to  the  commonication  of 
this  resolution  of  the  British  Government^  it  had 
been  notified  to  Mr.  Pinckney  that  all  applicatioos 
for  the  discharge  of  American  seamen  impressed 
into  the  British  service  must  in  future  come 
through  the  American  Minister,  instead  of  com- 
ing from  the  American  Consuls,  as  had  been  cus- 
tomary. One  consequence  of  this  regulation  has 
been  that  the  subject,  in  allltv  details,  has  come 
under  my  observation,  and  its  importance,  I  coo- 
fesft,  is  mMcb  greater  than  I  had  supposed  iu  In- 
stead of  a  few,  and.  those,  in  inany  instances, 
equivocal  cases.  I  have,  since  the  month  oi  July 
past,  made  application  for  the  discharge  froift  Brit- 
ish men  of  war  of  two  hundred  and  seventy- one 
seamen,  .who,  stating  themselves  to  be  Americans, 
have  claimed  my  interference.  ^  Of  this  niimber, 
eighty-six  have  been  ordered  by  the  Admiralty  to 
be  discharged  ;  thirty-seven  more  have  been  de- 
tained as  Sritish  subjects,  or  as  American  volan- 
teersj  or  for  want  9t  proof  that  they  are  Amer- 
cans;  and  to  my. applications  for  the  discharge  of 
the  renCiainiog  one  hundred  and  forty-eight,  I  have 
received  no  answeif ;  the  ships  on  board  of  which 
these  seainea  were  detained  having,  in  many  in- 
stances, sailed  before  an  examination  was  made^ 
in  consequence  of  my  appltcatioas. 

*  It  is  certain  that  some  of  those  who  have  ap- 
plied to  me  are  not  American  citizens ;  b^t  the 
exception^ are,  in  my  opinion,  few|  and  the  evi- 
dence, exclusive  of  certificates,  has  been  sach  as, 
in  most  cases,  to  satisfy  me  that  the  applicants 
were  real  Americans,  who  have  been  forced  into 
the  British  service,  and  who«  with  sioffular  con- 
stancy, have  generally  persevered  in  refusing  pay 
and  bounty,  though,  in  some  instances,  they  have 
been  in  service  more  than  two  years.  As  the  ap- 
plications for  iny  aid  seemed  to  increase  after  the 
suspension  of  the  consular  power  to  grant  protec- 
tions, (owing  to  the  exposed  situation  of  our  sea- 
men in  consequence  of  the  denial  of  this  power.) 
I  judged  it  advisable,  though  I  saw  little  prospect 
of  any  permaoeni  agreeident,  to  atteinpt  to  obtain 
the  consent  of  this  Government  that,  under  cer- 
iain  regulations,  our  Consuls  ahonld  again  be  an* 
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thortzed  to  ^rtnt  certHicates  of  eiliz«oship'to  our 
seamen.  My  letter  to  Lord  Grenvtile,  «Dd  bU 
answer,  you  bate  enclosed. 

I  likewise  send  you  tfae  copy  of  another  letter, 
to  which  f  have  receired  no  answer,  that  I  wrote 
to  Lord  Grenville/in  order  to  expose  the  incon- 
sistency with  the  laws  and  principles  of  British 
atlefiriance  of  a  rale  by  which  acknowledged 
Americans  are  detained  in  the  British  service. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rufus  King,  Esq.,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stetes,  to  the  (Secre- 
tary of  State,  dated 

LonnoN,  March  15;  1799. 

Iviprefsing  of  Seamen. 

I  then  mentioned  our  dissatisfaction  with  the 
continuation  of  the  practice  of  taking  out  of  our 
ships  met  on  the  main  ocean  such  of  their  crews 
as  did  not  possess  certificates  of  American  citi- 
zenship, denying,  as  I  had  often  done  in  former 
conferences  opon  the  same  subject,  any  right  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  upon  which  the  prac- 
tice could  be  foanded,  and  suggesting  that  our 
ships  of  war,  by  permission  of  oar  Government, 
might  with  equal  right  pursue  the  same  practice 
towards  their  merchantmen : 

That  not  only  seamen  who  spoke  the  English 
language,  and  who  were  evidently  English  or 
American  subjects,  but  also  all  Danish,  Swedish, ' 
aod  other  foreign  seamen,  who  could  not  receive 
American  protections,  wfereindiscriniinaiely  taken 
from  their  voluntary  service  in' our  neutral  em- 
ploy, and  forced  into  the  war  in  the  navai  service 
of  Great  Britain : 

That  on  this  subject  we  had  again  and  again 
offered  to  concur  in  a  convention,  which  we 
thought  practicable  to*  be  formed,  and  which 
should  settle  these  questions  in  a  manner  that 
would  be  safe  for  England,  and  satisfactory  to  us : 

That  to  decline  sach  convention,  and  to  per- 
sist in  a  practice  which  we  were  persuaded  could 
not  be  vindicated,  especially  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  waa  carried,  seemed  less  equitable  and  moderate 
than  we  thought  we  had  a  right  to  expect. 

Lord  Grenville  stated  no  precise  principle  upon 
which  be  supposed  this  practice  could  be  justi* 
fied ;  and  the  conversation  upon  this  point,  like 
many  others  upon  the  same  subject,  ended  with* 
out  a  prospect  of  satisfaction.  The  French  and 
Spaniards,  and  every  other  nation,  might  pursue 
the  same  conduct  as  rightfully  as  Great  Britain 
does.  With  respect  to  foreign  seamen  in  our 
employ,  this  Government  hsls,  if  I  recollect,  yield- 
ed the  point,  though  their  officers  continue  the 
practice.  We  are  assured  that  all  Americans 
shall  be  discharged  on  application  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  that  orders  to  this  effect  have  been 
given  to  their  naval  commanders.  But  this  is 
far  short  of  sati^laction  ;  indeed,  to  acquiesce  in 
it  is  to  give  up  the  right. 


most  have  brought  it  to  a  speedy  conclusion,  had 
not  a  change  taken  place  in  the  Department  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  That  the  result  would,  in  the 
main,  have  been  satisfactory,  is  more  than  I  am 
authorized  to  say,  though  I  flattered  myself  with 
the  hope  that  it  would  he  so.  Lord  Hawkesbury 
assures  me  that  he  will  give  to  the  several  sub- 
jects, which  have  been  pretty  freely  discussed,  an 
early  and  impartial  consideration;  and  I  am  in 
hope*  that  Lord  3t.  Vincent  will  likewise  be  in- 
clined to  attend  to  our  reiterated  remonstrances 
against  the  impressment  of  our  seameui  and  the* 
vexations  of  our  trade. 


fixtract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  King  to  Secretaiy  of  State. 

LoNi>oN,  February  25,  1801. 
The  progress  which  has  been  made  in  our  ne- 
gotiation with  this  Government  was  such  is 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Ruins  King,  Esq.,  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State. 

New  Yohk^  July  — ,  1803. 

Sib:  I  take  the  liberty  to  add  a  few  miscel- 
laneous articles,  by  way  of  supplenient  to  my  last 
despatch, 

American  Seamen. 

As  soon  as  the  war  appeared  to  me  unavoid- 
able, I  thought  it  advisable  to  renew  the  attempt 
to  form  an  arrangement  with  the  British  Gov- 
ernment for  the  protection  of  our  seamen ;  with 
this  view  1  had  several  conferences,  both  with 
Lord  Hawkesbury  and  Mr.  A ddington,  who  avow- 
ed a  sincere  disposition  to  do  whatever  might  be 
in  their  power  to  prevent  the  dissatisfaction  on 
this  subject,  that  bad  so  frequently  manifested 
itself  during  the  late  wars  with  very  candid  pro- 
fessions, 1  however,  found  several  objections,  in 
discQssing  the  project  with  the  first  Lordof  the  Ad- 
miralty. Lerd  Hawkesbury  having  prun^i&ed  to 
sign  any  agreement  upon  the  subject  that  I  should 
conclude  with  Lord  St.  Vincent,  I  endeavored 
to  qualify  and  remove  the  objections  he  offered 
to  our  project,  and  finally,  the  day  before  I  left 
London,.  Lord  St.  Yinceiit  consented  to  the  fol- 
lowing regulations : 

1.  No  seaman,  nor  seafaring  person,  shall,  upoir 
the  high  seas,  and  without  the  jurisdiction  of 
^either  party,  be  demanded  or  taken  out  of  aay  ship 
or  vessel  belonging  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
one  of  the  parties,  by  the  public  or  private  armed 
ships  or  men  of  war  belonging  to,  or  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  other  party ;  and  strict  orders  shall 
be  given  for  the  due  observance  of  this  engage* 
nient. 

2.  Each  party  will  prohibit  all  citizens  or  sub- 
jects from  clandestinely  concealing  or  carrying 
away  from  the  territories  or  colonial  possessions 
of  the  other,  any  seaman  belonging  to  such  other 
party. 

3.  These  regulations  shall  be  in  force  for  five 
years,  and  no  longer.  / 

On  parting  with  his  Lordship.  I  engaged  to 
draw  up,  in  the  form  of  a  convention,  and  send 
him  these  articles  in  the  course  of  the  evening^ 
who  promised  to  forward  them,  with  his  appro- 
bation, to  Lord  Hawkesbury:  I  accordingly  pre- 
pared and  sent  the  draught  io  his  Lordship,  who 
sent  me  a  letter  in  the  course  of  the  night,  stat- 
ing that  on  reflection  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
narrow  seas  should  be  expressly  excepted,  thef 
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harin^  been,  as  his  Lordship  remarked^  imoae- 
morially  considered  to  be  within  the  dominion  of 
Great  Britain ;  that  with  this  correction  'he  had 
sent  th«  proposed  conventioo  to  Lord  Hawkes- 
bory.  who,  his  Lordship  presumed,-  would  not 
sisn  it  before  he  shouM  haye  consulted  the  Judge 
of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  Sir  William 
Scott. 

•  As  I  had  supposed,  from  the  tenor  of  my  confer- 
ences with  Lord  St.  Vioeent,  that  the  doctrine  of 
the«iare  clausum  would  not  be  ravived  agatost 
us  on  this  occasion,  but  that  Borland  would  be 
content  with  the  limited  jurisdiction  or  domiBioo 
over  the  seas  adjacent  to  her  territories,  which 
is  assigned  by  the  law  of  nations  to  other  Stages ; 
I  was  not  a  Tittle  disappointed  on  receiving  this 
communication ;  and,  after  weighing  well  the  na- 
ture of  the  principle  and  the  disadvantages  of  its 
admission,  t  concluded  to  abandon  the  negotia- 
tion rather  than  to  acquiesce  in  the  doctrine  it 
proposed  to  establish. 

I  regret  not  to  have  been  able  to  put  this  busi- 
ness oh  a  satisfactory  footing,  knowing,  as  I- do,  its 
▼ery  great  importance  to  both  parties;  but  I  Mat- 
ter myself  that  I  have  not  misjudged  the  intereat 
of  our  own  country,  in  refusing  to  sanction  a 
principle  that  might.be  productive  of  more  ez- 
teusive  evils  than  those  it  was  our  aim  to  prevent. 


AGGRESSIONS  OF  THE  BELLIGERENTa 

[CommuBicaCed  to  the  Houae  July  6,  1613.3 
To  the  House  of  RepresentcOites  of  the  United  8iate9: 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  this  date, 
complying  with  their  resolution  of  th^  30th  of 
Jauuary  last. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
July  6, 1812. 

Department  op  State,  July  6, 1812, 

The  Secreury  of  State,  in  pursuance  of  a  rea- 
olution  of  the  House  of  Repie^entatives  of  the 
30th  of  January  last,  has  the  honor  to  report  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  six  several 
lists  of  captures,  seizures,  and  condemnations,  of 
the  ships  and  merchandise  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  authority  of  ihe  Gov- 
ernments of  Europe,  to  wit: 
.  No.  1.  British  captures  prior  to  the  Orders  in 
Council  of  November  11, 1807. 

No.  2.  British  captures  subsequent  to  the  date 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  of  November  11,  1807. 

No.  1.  French  captures,  seizures,  and  condem- 
nations, prior  to  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

No.  2,  French  captures,  seizures,  and  condem- 
nations, during  the  existence  of  the  deceees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan. 

No,  3.  French  seizures,  captures,  and  condem- 
nations, since  the  revocation  of  the  Milan  aoii 
Berlin  dec|:ees. 

No.  4.  Captures,  seizures,  and  condemnation^, 
imder  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  Naples.. 


And,  in  addition,  a  aiatemeikt  of  Danish  tx^ 
tures,  condemnations,  dbc. 

The  documents  from  which  these  lists  hare 
been  compiled  betn^  of  a  miscellaneous  nature, 
the  detail  is  unavoidably  amperfeet.  The  sama 
stated  as  the  amount  of  loss  are  in  .tnany  etset 
doubtfuL  The  chief  fact  from  which  the  eaoss 
of  capture  can  be  inferred,  is  the  date  of  capture, 
which,  ojk  referring  to  the  regulation,  orders,  or 
decrees,  existing  at  the  time,  may  serve  to  elo- 
cidate  that  point  of  the  inquiry.  The  8U0€ettiT« 
ordersj  decrees,  &c.  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  as 
they  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Depart- 
ment, up  to  the  year  1808,  may  be  found  io  a  r^ 
port  made  to  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  Sttte 
on  the  21st  of  December  of  that  year.  In  tbit 
report  the  belligerent  edicts  bearing  upon  neatral 
commerce,  and  corresponding  with  the  years  on 
the  lists  now  sent,  are  as  follows : 

British. 

1803.  June  84.  Direct  trade  between  neutrah 
and  the  colonies  of  enemies  not  to  be  interrupted, 
unless^  upon  the  outward  voyage,  contratMiid 
supplies  snail  have  been  furnished  by  the  neutrals. 

1804.  April  12.  Instructions  concerning  block- 
ades, communicated  by  Mr.  Merry.  Conrersioo 
of  the  siege  of  Cuira^oa  into  a  blockade. 

August  0.  Blockade  of  Fecamp,  dtc. 

1805.  August  17.  Direct.  4radc  with  enemiei' 
colonies  subjected  to  restrictions^    . 

1806.  Aprils.  Blockade ofthe  Ems, Weser,&c 
May  16.  Blockade  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest. 
September  25.  Discontinuance  of  the  last  block* 

ade,  in  part. 

1807.  March  12.  IntejHliction  of  the  trade  from 
port  to  port  of  France. 

June  26.  Blockade  of  the  Ems,  &c. 
October  16.  Proclamation  recalling  seamea. 
November  11.  Three  Orders  in  Council. 
November  25.  Six  Orders  in  Council. 

1808.  Januarys.  Blockade  of  Cartbageoa,  ic 
.  March  28.  Act  of  Parliament. 

April  11.  Orders  encouraging  our  citizens  to 
vidate  the  embarga 

April  14.  Act  of  Parliament  to  prohibit  (heex- 
portation  of  cotton  wool,  d&c.  Act  of  Parliament 
making  valid  certain  Orders  iu  Council. 

May  14.  Blockade  of  Copenhagen  and  tbe 
island  of  Zealand. 

June  23.  Act  of  Parliament  regulating  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

October  14.  Admiral  Cochrane's  blockade  of 
the  French  Leeward  Islands. 

French. 

During  the  years  1803, 1804,  and  1805,  no  edicts 
were  issued. 

1806.  Nov.  21.  Berlin  decree. 

1807.  Dec.  17.  Milan  decree. 

1808.  April  17.  Bayonoe  decree. 

To  these  may  be  added  the  British  Orders  in 
Council  of  the  26th  of  April,  1809,  prohibitioe 
altogether  all  trade  with  France  and  Hollaoi 
and  the  ports  of  Italv  comprehended  under  the 
denomination  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy ;  the  block- 
ade of  ihe  ports  of  Spain  from  Gi jon  to  theFreoek 
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territorjr,  of  the  2(Uh  February,  1810,  which  was 
partially  relaxed  od  the  14th  of  May,  1810;  the 
blockade  of  Venice,  instituted  on  the  27th  of  July, 
1806.  and  which  waa  declared  to  be  still  in  A>rce 
OQ  the  26th  of  March  1810 ;  the  blockade  of  the 
caoal  of  CorfU)  of  the  18(h  of  August,  1810,  which, 
is  effect,  was  an  attempt  tu  blockade  the  whole 
Adriatic  sea ;  together  with  certain  other  regula* 
tioos, principally  touching  the  trade  oh  the  Baltic. 

To  the  Frendi  edicts  may  be  added  the  decrees 
of  RambootUet  of  the  23d  of  March,  18J0. 

The  seizures  and  condembations  under  the  aiu- 
thority  of  the  Gtorernment  of  Naples  were  prto- 
cipally  in  cooeeqocace  of  a  special  decree  of  the 
Sovereign  of  that  State. 

Id  making  up  the  lists,  reference  has  been  had 
to  tbe  dates  of  the  Orders  in  Council  of  Nofem- 
ber,  1807,  and  the  French  edicts  of  Berlin  and 
Milan,  chiefly  because  their  promulgation  fbrmed 
a  Dew  epoch  in  (he  history  ofcommercial  spolia- 
tions. Under  this  division,  these  lists  will  exhibit 
the  following  results : 

British, 

Vesaels. 
Captures,  dk.c.  prior  to.  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil of  November,  1807      •       -        -       -528 
Captures,  dbc.  subsequent  to  those  orders     -  389 

Total,   -.       .        -        .        •     .    •        -  017 

French. 

Vessels. 

Captures,  dbc.  prior  to  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decree?     -        -        -        -        -        -        -  206 

Captures  during  the  existence  of  those  de- 
crees         307 

Captures  since  the  revocation  of  those  de- 
crees      --       -       *       -       -       -45 


Total    - 


-  558 


The  number  of  captures  hj  the  Neapolitans 
amount  to  forty  •seven.  The  statement  relative 
to  Danish  captures  will  best  explain  itiself.* 

With  respect  to  the  question  proposed  by  the 
resolutioD  in  obedience  to  Which  this  report  is 
made,  *<How  far  the  decrees,  orders,  or  regula- 
tioQs,  under  wbieh  the  captures  have  been  made, 
>r«  abandoned  or  persevered  in  by  the  nation 
making  sOch  captures,"  it  may  be  remarked,  that 
^be  Berlin  and  Milan  deereee  were  revoked,  as  far 
^Mhey  affected  the  neutral  cothmerceof  the  Uni- 
i^  States,  according  to  an  official  declaration  of 
the  French  Government,  made  at  Paris  on  the 
^  of  August,  1810,  to  the  American  Minister 
t^cQ  resident  there;  and  that  this  revocation,  in 
^e  same  latitude,  has  been  since  corroborated  by 
Acts  and  declaratioos  of  the  French  Government 
^mmunicated  to  the  Minister  of  the  United 
Slates  who  now  resides  at  Paris,  The  decrees  of 
^ayoone  and  of  Rambouillet,  as  well  as  that  of 
jbe  Sovereign  of  Naples,being;»pecial,  ceased  with. 
|Ae  accomplishment  of  the  particular  object  of 
'oeir  promulgation. 

Oq  the  part  of  Great  Britaiuj  it  is  officially 


known  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  up  to  .tha 
period  of  declaring  war  against  that  Power  by 
Congress,  the  Orders  in  Council  were  rigidly  en- 
forced against  American  neutral  trade }  captures 
and  coodemoations  were  incessantly  occurrinj^; 
and  with  respect  to  any  edict  of  a  date  anterior 
to  those  Orders  in  Council,  it  is  impossible  dis- 
tinctly to  specify  whether  it  has  been  abandoned 
or  not;  for,  so  late  as  March  26, 1810,  the  Brit- 
ish Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  offi- 
cially refused  to  allow  the  American  Minister  i^ 
London  to  infer  that  the  blockade  of  May«  1806, 
had  become  extioc^  by  the  operation  of.  the  Or- 
dera  in  Council.  On  the  contrary,  he  expressly 
stated  that  that  blockade  was  comprehended  under 
the  more  extensive  restrictions  of  a  subsequent 
order.  Hence  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  Orders 
ia  CouncK  of  November,  1807,  and  of  April,  1809l 
which  was  amore  general  extension  of  unlawful 
principles  previously  acted  upon  in  a  limited  de- 
gree, although  they  comprehended,  yet  did  not 
extinguish,  particular  blockades  or  orders  ante- 
cedently proclaimed ;  thus  leaving  it  uncertain 
whether,  in  the  event  of  the  revocation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  themselves,  any  or  what  ob- 
npxious  edicts  would  or  would  not  be  insisted  on 
or  relinquished. 

In  relation  to  Spain,  the  Department  of  State 
is  not  in  possession  ol  information  sufficient  to 
authorize  a  report  of  captures,  ^itc.,  during  the 
present  war  b^  that  Power. 

AU  which  IB  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


STATE  OF  THE  FINANCBS. 

[Communicated  to  (he  Senate,  November  25,  1811.] 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  pf  the  act  sup* 
plementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
the  Treasury  Department,?'  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  respectfully  submits  the  following  re- 
ports a&d  estimates :  , 

RBCBIPTS    AND    B  XPfiNDITURBS^ 

,  L  7b  f*eenrfQ^f/^!^r  1811.— The  actual  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasuiy,  during  the  year  eodinff 
on  the  90th  of  September,  1811,  have  consistea 
of  the  following  sums,  viz  : 

Costoms,  sales  of  lands,  arrears,  repayments,  and  aU 
other  branches  of  revenue,  amounting,  together,  as 
appears  per  statement  B^  to    -        •  $13,541,446  37 

Temporary  loan  of  December  81,1810       2,750,000  00 

Total  amount  of  receipt*  ...  $16,291,446  87 
Making,  together  with  the  bdance  in 

the  Treasniy  on  the  1st  of  October, 

1810»  and  amounting  to        -        -      3,459,029  72 

Making  an  aggregate  of    -        -        -  $19,750,476  09 

The  disbursements  during  the  same  year,  have, 
been  as  follows,  viz : 

Civil  department,  including  misceilaneeus  %zpeniie% 
and  tluiae  incident  to  the  intercourse  with  foreiga 
nations         *   $1,360,866  98 
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Army  fortifications,  arniB, 

and  arsenals  -  -  $9,129,000 
Navy  Department  -  -  2,136,000 
Indian  Department  -        -        142,735 


4,407,72$  00 


Payments  for  interest  on  the  public  debt      2,226,800  93 

Total  current  expenses  -  -  -  $7,994,384  91 
Reimbursement  of  the  temporary  loan 

(in  March  and  September,  1811)  -  2,750,000  00 
Payments  on  account  of  the  principal 

of  the  public  debt  «...      5,058,272  82 

Amounting,  together,  as  will  appear 

more  in  detail  by  statement  E,  to  -  $15,802,657  73 
And  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on  the 

80th  September,  1811,  a  balance  of     3,947,818  96 


$19,760,476  09 


The  actual  receipts  arising  from  revenoe  alone, 
and  exclusively  of  the  temporary  loan  since  re- 
imbursed, appear,  from  this  statement,  to  have 
exceeded  the  current  expenses,  including  therein 
the  interest  paid  on  the  debt,  by  a  sum  of  more 
than  five  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  But  the 
payments  on  account  of  interest,  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1811,  have,  from 
ata  unavoidtfble  delay  in  making  the  usual  remit- 
tances to  Holland,  fallen  short  of  the  amount  due 
during  the  same  period;  and  the  real  excess  of 
receipts  arising  from  revenue,  beyond  the  current 
expenses,  including  therein  the  interest  accrued  on 
the  debt,  amuunts  only  to  near  $5,100,000. 

The  receipts  for  the  last  quarter  of  the  year 
1811,  are  estimated  at  $3,300,000;  and  the  ex- 
penditures f including;  the  payments  of  arrears  of 
mterest  and  near  $2,160,000,  on  account  of  the 
principal  of  the  public  debt)  at  $4,300,000,  which 
will  leave,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  a  balance  in 
the  Treasurv,  of  near  three  millions  of  dollars. 
It  will  not,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  resort,  for  the 
service  of  the  present  year,  to  the  loan  authorized 
by  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

II.  Yearl8\2, — It  is  ascertained  that  the  net 
revenue  arising  from  duties  on  merchaodise  and 
tonnage,  which  has  accrued  during  the  first  three 
quarters  of  the  year  1811,  exceeds  six  millions  of 
dollars ;  and  it  may,  for  the  whole  year,  be  esti- 
mated at  about  $7,500,000. 

The  custom-house  bonds  Outstanding  on  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1812,  and  falling  due  in  that 
year,  are  also  estimated,  after  deducting  bad  debts. 
at  $7,500,000.  This  sum  may  therefore  be  as- 
sumed as  the  probable'  amount  of  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  during  the  year  1812,  on  account  of 
duties  on  merchandise  and  tonnage;  the  portion 
of  the  revenue  arising  from  importations  subse- 
quent to  the  present  year,- which  will  be  received 
in  1812,  being  considered  sufficient  to  pay  the  de- 
bentures and  expenses  of  collection  of  that  year. 

The  payments  made  by  purchasers  of  public 
lands,  north  of  the  river  Ohio,  having,  during  the 
two  last  years,  after  deducting  the  expenses  and 
charges  on  that  fund,  amounted  to  near  $600,000 
ft  year,  that  branch  of  the  revenae  may,  for  the 
present,  be  estimated  at  that  sum.    AHowittg  one 


hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  other  smtli 
items  of  revenue,  whush  will  consist  principalif 
of  arrears  and  repayments,  the  whole  amount  of 
actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  year 
1812,  may  therefore  be  estimated  at  ^,200,000. 

The  current  expenses  for  the  same  year,  are 
estimated  as  follows,  viz : 

1.  Expensse  of  a  dvil  nature,  both  domee- 

tic  and  foreign     -        -        -        -        •  $i;we,OM 

2.  Military  and  Naval  Establishmenfa,  ac- 
cording to  the  estimatee  of  thoae  two 

'  Departments,  and  induding  the  ad- 
ditional permanent  appropriations  for 
the  purchase  of  arms  and  for  Indiaii  an- 
nuities, viz: 

Army,  (including  $32,000  for  the  mU- 
iUs)  -  -  -  -$2,581,000 
For  arsenals,  arms^  and  ord- 
nance -  •  -  -  614,000 
Naval  Department  -  -  2,500,000 
Indian  Department    *•        •       220,000 

6,915,000 

3.  Interest  on  the  public  debt  •        .        «      2,325.000 


Amounting,  together,  to 


-   $9,400,000 


And  exceeding,  by  $1,200,000,  the  probable  amomi: 
of  receipts. 

This  deficit  may  be  paid  out  of  the  sum  of  three 
millions  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury.  But.  under 
existing  circumstances,  it  does  not  seem  eligible 
to  exhaust  that  fund ;  and  the  estimate  of  receipts 
being  also  liable  to  more  than  usual  uocertaintf. 
the  propriety  of  authorizing  a  loan  sufficient  ro 
supply  that  difference,  and  to  defray  such  other 
extraordinary  expenses  as  may  be  incurred  dario^ 
the  year,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

It  must,  at  the  same  time,  be  observed,  that  the 
sum  of  99,400,000,  thus  stated  as  the  amouDt  of 
current  expenses  for  the  year  1812,  includes,  ia 
fact,  a  portion  of  extraordinary  expenses  arisiog 
from  the  present  state  of  affairs ;  for,  if  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  expenditure  had  been  estimated 
at  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  amount  actoally  ex- 
pended for  those  objects  during  the  jear  eodiog 
on  the  30th  September,  1811.  that  is  to  say,  at 
$4,400)000  instead  of  $5,900,000,  the  estimate  of 
receipts  would  exceed  that  of  current  expenses. 
The  disbursements  on  aoeoiint  of  the  Naval  EstaUiih* 
ment  have  amounted,  in  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
September^  1810,  to  -  -  *  -  $1,675,000 
And  in  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1811^  to 2.136.000 

They  are  estimated,  for  the  year,  1812^  at    2,500.000 

The  disbursements  on  account  of  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment have  amounted,  in  the  year  ending  on  the 
30th  September,  1810,  to      -        -        -  $2,309,000 

And  in  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1811,  to  -        -        -        -        -    2,129,000 

They  are  estimated,  for  the  year  1812,  at    8,195,000 

But  the  detailed  annual  estimates  of  the  year 
1812  will  show  that  they  are  predicated  on  the 
employment  of  almost  the  whole  naval  force,  and 
of  the  whole  Military  Establishment  of  the  tJai- 
ted  States,  as  aathorized  bjrlaW;  coreriag,  be* 
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fides  several  other  items,  all  the  expease^  of  more 
hao  seventeen  thousand  effective  men  in  the  land 
md  sea  service. 
With  respect  to  the  paf  meats  on  accoont  of 
he  principal  of  the  debt,  it  is  Evident  that  an  ao- 
bority  to  borrow  a  so m  equal  to  that  w^ich  will 
}e  reimbursed  during  the  year  1812,  will  be  neces- 
ary.  The  payments,  which,  according  to  law, 
nost  be  made  during  that  year,  on  that  account, 
:onsist  of 

I.  Annaal  reimbanement  of  siz  per  cent,  and  deferred 
itocks      -     .  -        -      --        .        .  tl|67O,000 00 

I.  Reimbursement  of  the  residue  of  the 
converted  stock        .  *•        .        •       6^,31^41 


Amounting,  together,  to   -       •$3,136,318  41 


Thisxum,  and  that  payable  for  interest,  amouQt- 
id;  together  to  $4,300,000,  leave,  in  order  to  com- 
plete the  annual  appropriation  of  eight  millions, 
t  balance  of  $3,640,000,  which  can  be  applied  in 
DO  other  manner  than  in  purchases  of  stock  at  the 
prices  limited  by  law.  The  amount  which  noay 
be  thas  applied  is  therefore  uncertain. 

PUBLIC    DEBT. 

It  appears,  by  the  statement  D,  that  the  pay- 
ments on  account  of  the  principal  of  tbe  public  1  The  annual  interest  on  the'  public  debt, 


debt  will,  frdtm  the  1st  of  Oc^to'ber,  1810,  to  the 
3Isc  of  December,  1811,  have  exceeded  six  mil- 
lioQs  four  hundred  thousand  -dollars.  With  the 
(fzeepiioaof  the  annual  reimbursement^f  thesis 
per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,  there  will  remain, 
at  the  end  of  the  yeat  1811,  no  other  portion  of 
the  public  debt  reimburseable  at  the  will  of  the 
United  States,  than  the  residue  of  converted  stock; 
amounting,  as  above  stated,  to  $565,000^ and  whjch 
will  be  paid  in  the  year  1812.  There  being  noth- 
ing afterward's  left,  on  which  ,the  laws  passed 
subsequent  to  the  year  1801,  for  the  redemption 
of  the  debt,  can  operate,  a  general  view  of  ihe 
result  and  effect  of  those  laws  will  now  be  pre- 
sented. 

£xclanvely  of  near  three  millions  of  unfunded  debt 
since  reimbursed,  as  detailed  in  the  report  of  the 
18th  of  April,  1808,  the  public  debt  of  the  United 
States  amounted,  on  the  Ist  of  April,  1801,  to 

$79,989,990 

Af  will  appear  by  the  statement  Dd.  The 
whole  ajnountof  principal  ezt&nguiahed 
dniiiig  the  period  of  ten  years  and  nine 
months,  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1801,  snd  ending  on  the  Slst  of 
I)eceraber,  1811,  exceeds  forty-six  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  vis: 

l^oreign  debt,  paid  in  full        $10,075,004 

Sight  per  cent.,  five  and  a  half 
per  cent.,  four  and  a  half 
per  cent.,  and  Navy  ail  per 
cent  Itocks,  and  temporary 
loans  due  on  the  let  day  of 
April,  1801,  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stotes,  all  paid 
infttU      ...        -    18,657,700 

^ix  per  cent,  and  deferred 
■tocks,  including  the  ex* 
changed  stock  reimbursed  80,880^744 

Utb  Con.  1st  Ssss.— 65 


Three  per  cent,  stock,  incin* 
ding  converted  stock  reim- 
bursed      -.        .        « 

Registered  debt,  and  debt  due 
to  foreign  officers 


>    .8,379«269 


90,093 
46,028,610 


Leaving  the  amount  of  old  debt  uniedeem- 
ed  on  the  1st  of  January,  1813,    - 
And  consisting  ol  the  following  species : 
Six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,  unre- 
deemed amount,        -        $17,067,096 
Three  per  cent,  stock    -        -  16,157,890 
Convened  stock    -        .        -       566,318 
1796  six  per  cent  stock,        -         80,000 
Registered  debt,  and  debt  due 
to  foreign  officers       -      -  33,885 

$38,904, 189 


46,028,810 


33,904,189 


And  to  which,  adding'  the  Louisiana  siz 
p^  cent,  stock,  being  a  new  debt,  con* 
traicted  subsequent  to  the  fint  of  April, 
1801  -        -        .'      -        - 

Makea  the  whole  amount  of  public  debt 
on  die  1st  of  January,  1813 


11,850,000 


$45,154,189 


4ue  oil  the  1st  April,  1801,  amoonts  to  $4,180,463 
Thejini^aal  interest  on  the  piid>Ue  debt,  ex- 
tinguished between  the  1st  April,  1801, 
and  the  lat  January,  1818,  amounted  to    8,638,988 


Leaving,  for  the  ataouAt  of  annual  interest 
oh  the  old  debt  unredeemed,  on  the  1st 


January,  1812 


The  annual  interest  on  the  Louisiana  stock 
amounts  to 


$1,547,481 
675,000 


Making  tke  annual  interest  on  the  whole 

debt,  due  on  the  1st  January,  1818        -  $8,888,481 
Which,  snbstraeted  ^m  the  annual  inter- 
,    est  on  the  debt  due  on  1st  April,  1801   -    4,180,46$ 


Leavea,  for  difference  between  the  amounts 
of  interest  respectively  payable  at  those 


two  dates 


.  $l,957,98t 


The  disposable  national  revenue,  or  that  por-^ 
tion  which  alone  is  applicable  to  defray  the  an* 
nual  national  expenses,  consists  only  of  the  sue* 
plus  of  the  gross  amount  of  revaooe  coUectedi 
beyond  the  amount  necessary  for  paying  the  in* 
tejest  on  the  public  debt.  A  diminution  of  that 
interest  is,  with  respect  to  the  ability  of  defray- 
iii|g  the  other  annual  expenses,  a  positive  increase 
ot  revenue  to  the  same  amount.  With  an  equal 
amount  of  gross  revenue,  the  revenue  applicable 
to  defray  the*  oat  tonal  expenses  is  now^  by  the 
effect  of  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  two  milliona 
six  hupdred  thousand  ilollars  greater  than  on  the 
1st  day  of  April,  1801.  Or>  if  another  view  of 
the  subject  be  thought  more  correct,  the  laws  for 
the  reduction  of  the  debt  have,  in  ten  years  and 
nine  months,  enabled  the  United  States  to  pay,  in 
full,  the  purchase  money  of  Louisiana,  and  iii- 
I  creased  their  revenue  near  two  millions  of  doilari* 
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U  the  amount  of  aoDHal  payments,  on  account 
of  both  the  principal  and.  interest  of  the  public 
debt,  during  the  last  eight  years,  be  contrasted 
with  the  payments  hereafter  necessary  for  the 
same  purpose,  the  difference  will  be  still  more 
striking.  Eight  millions  of  dollars  have  been-an- 
nually  paid,  on  that  account,  during  those  eight 
years.  The  whole  amount  payable  after  the  year 
1812,  including  the  annual  reimbursement  on  th« 
six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,  is  $3.792,382 ; 
makiDg  an  annual  difference  of  more  tnan  four 
millions  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which 
will  be  liberated  from  that  appropriation.  And 
this  annual  payment  of  about  three  millions  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient, with  some  small  variations,  to  discharge, 
in  ten  years,  the  whole  of  the  residue  of  the  ex- 
isting debt,  with  the  exception  of  the  three  per 
cent,  stock,  the  annual  interest  on  which  amounts 
onlv  to  four  hundred  and  eiehty-five  thousand 
dollars.  The  aspect  of  the  foreign  relations  of 
the  United  States  forbids,  however,  the  hope  of 
aeeittg  the  work  completed  within  that  short  pe- 
riod. The  redemption  of  principal  has  been  ef- 
fected without  the  afd  of  any  internal  taxes,  either 
director  indirect;  without  any  addition,  during 
the  last  seven  years,  to  the  rate  of  duties  on  im- 
portations, which^on  the  contrary,  have  been  fm* 
paired  by  the  repeal  of  that  on  salt,  and  notwith- 
standing the  great  diminution  of  commerce  during 
the  last  four  years.  It  therefore'proves.  decisively, 
the  ability  of  the  United  States,  with  their  ordi- 
nary revenue,  to  discharge,  in  ten  years  of  peace, 
a  debt  of  forty-two  million*  of  dollars ;  a  fact 
which  considerably  lessens  the  weight  of  the 
most  formidable  objection,  to  which  that  revenue, 
depending, almost  solely  on  commerce,  appears  to 
be  liable.  In  time  of  peace,  it  is  almost  sufficient 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  war ;  in  time  of  war, 
it  is  hardly  competent  to  support  the  expenses  of 
a  peace  establishment.  Sinking,  at  once,  under 
adverse  circumstances,  from  fifteen  to  six  or  eight 
jnillions  of  dollars,  it  is  only  by  a  persevering  ap- 
plication of  the  surplus,  which  it  affords  in  ye^ra 
of  prosperity,  to  the  discharge  of  the  debt,  that  a 
total  change  in  the  system  of  taxation,  or  a  per* 
petual  ace umulation  of  debt  can  be  avoided.  Bui, 
if  a  similar  application  of  such  surplu«  be  here* 
after  strictly  adhered  to,  forty  millions  of  debt, 
coottracted  during  five  or  six  j^kk  of  war,  may 
always,  without  any  extraordmary  exertions,  be 
reimbursed  in  ten  years  of  peace. 

This  /view  of  the  subject  has,  at  the  present 
•crisis,  appeared  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tinctly pointing  out  one  pf  the  prmcipal  resoar- 
ees,  within  the  reach  of  the  United  States.  But, 
to  be  placed  on  a  solid  foundation,  it  requires  the 
'aid  of  a  revenue,  '^sufficient,  at  least,  to  defray 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  Qovernment,  and  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  including  that  on 
new  loans  which  may  be  authorized." 

PaoviaiON  FOR  the  ensuing  years. 
The  revenue  is  derived  from  two  sources— the 
.duties  on  importations,  and  the  sales  of  public 
lands. 


The  net  revenue,  arising  from  duties  on  mer- 
chandise and  tonnage,  which  accrued  during  the 
year  1809,  amounted  to  $6,527,168.  The  net  reve- 
nue) arising  from  the  same  sources,  which  accrued 
during  the  year  1810,  amounted,  as  will  appear  bf 
the  statements  A  and  B.  to  $12,513,490;  the  same 
revenue,  for  the  year  1811.  is  estimated,  as  has 
already  been  stated,  at  $7,500,000.  A  portion  of 
the  revenue  of  this  year  having  been  collected  oa 
British  merchandise,  imported  before  the  prohibi- 
tion took  effect,  the  permanent  rerenue,  arisiog 
from  duties  on  tonnage  atid  merchandise,  will 
not  probably,  at  their  present  rate,  and  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  exceed  $6,000,00(V^aB  esti- 
mate which  is  corroborated  by  the  viewofine 
subject  exhibited  in  the  statement  B  2. 

The  sales  of  the  public  landa^  north  of  the  nrer 
Ohio,  have,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30:: 
September,  1811,  amounted,  as  appears  by  the 
statement  C,  tq.207,000  acres^  and  the  paymeou 
by  pur<:hasers,  to ^$600,000.  It  has  already  beea 
stated,  that  those  payments,  on  the  average  of  liie 
two  last  years,  amount  after  deducting  the  ex- 
penses and  charges  on  that  fund,  to  the  aonoii 
sum  of  8600,0G0: 

The  sales  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  being,  m 
the  first  instance,  appropriated  to  the  paymeot  c: 
$1,250,000  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  ate  distioctir 
stated. 

The  permanent  revenue  or  annual  receipts,  after  th< 
year  1812|  calculated  on  the  existing  state  of  a&iR 
majT  therefore,  be  estimated  at      -         -  $6,GOO^iOi 

Whiob,  deducting  from  the  annual  ex« 
penditoies,  calculated  on  the  saiae  piin- 
ciple,  and  amounting,  by  the  preceding 
estimates  for  the  year  1813,  to       -        -    9,300.00- 

Lcaves  a  deficiency  to  be  provided  for,  of  $2,600.0ik 


An  addition  of  fifty  per  cent,  to  the  preseot 
amount  of  duties,  (together  with  a  contioosDee 
of  the  temporary  duties  heretofore  designated  br 
the  name  of  ^*  Mediterranean  Fund,")  will  be 
sufficient  to  supply  that  deficiency,  and  is  respect- 
fully submitted.  This  mode  appears  preferable 
for  the  present  to^  any  internal  tax.  With  re- 
spect to  the  sales  of  public  lands,  besides  afibrdio| 
a  supplementary  fund  for  the  ultimate  redemp- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  they  may.  without  sny 
diminution  of  revenue,  be  usefully  applied  as  a 
bounty  to  soldiers  enlisting  in  the  regular  service, 
and  in  facilitating  the  terms  of  loans.  Bat  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  actual  receipts  into  the 
Treasury,  ari8in|[  from  the  sales,  can  be  maieri- 
allv  increased,  without  a  reduction  in  the  price. 
unless  it  be  by  an  attempt  to  offer  certain  por- 
tions for  sale  in  the  large  cities  of  the  Union. 

The  same  amouat  of  revenue  would  be  necev 
sary,  and,  with  the  aid  of  loans,  would,  it  is  be- 
lieved, be  sufficient  in  case  of  war.  The  same 
increase  of  duties  would,  therefore,  be  equalif 
necessary  in  that  event.  '  Whether' it  would  be 
sufficient  to  produce  the  same  amount  of  rereaue. 
as  under  existing  circumstances,  cannot  at  pres- 
ent be  determined.  Should  any  deficiency  arise, 
it  may  be  supplied,  without  difficulty,  by  a  far- 
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ler  iDcrease  of  duties,  by  a  restoratioQ  of  that  on 
lit,  and  a  proper  sefectton  of  moderate  mteroal 
lies.  To  raise  a  fixed  revenue  of  only  Dine 
lii.'ions  of  dollars,  is  so  tnoch  within  the  com- 
ass  of  the  national  resources,  so  mach  less  in 
raportion  than  is  paid  by  any  other  nation,  that, 
Oder  any  circa mstances,  if  will  only  require  the 
iil  of  the  Legislature  to  effect  the  object. 

Tbe  possibiliity  of  raising  money  by  loans  to 
)e  amount  which  may  be  wslnted,  remains  to  be 
lamioed:  for,  the  fact  that  the  United  States 
lay  easily,  in  ten  3rear8  of  peace,  extinguish  a 
ebt  of  forty-two  millions  of  dollars,  does  not  ne- 
essarily  imply  that  they  could  borrow. that  sum 
Qting  a  period  of  war. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  world,  foreign  loans 
izy  be  considered  as  nearly  unattainable.  In 
bat  respect,  as  in  all  others,  the  United  States 
9us(  solely  rely  on  their  own  resources.  These 
are  their  natural  bounds,  bnt  are  believed  to  be 
ally  adequate  to  the-  support  of  all  the  national 
orce  that  can  be  usefQlly  and  efficiently  em- 
iloyed.  ^ 

TheabOity  and  will  of  tbe  United  States  faith- 
Qlly  to  perform  their  engagements  are  unirer- 
aily  known;  and  the  terms  of  loans  will,  in  no 
bape  whatever,  be  affected  by  want  of  confi* 
leoce  in  either.  They  must,  however,  depend 
lot  only  on  the  state  of  public  credit,  and 
m  the  abihty  to  lend,  but  also,  on  the  existing 
lemaod  for  capital  required  for  other  objects. 
iVhatever  this  mfty  be,  the  money  wanted  by  the 
rablic  must  be  purchased  at  Its  market  price. 
Whenever  the  amount  wanted  for  the  service  of 
be  year,  or  the  whole  amount  of*  stock  m  the 
narket  shall  exceed  certain  limits.  It  may  be  ex- 
pected that  legal  interest  will  not  be  sufficient  to 
obtain  the  sums  required.  In  that  case,  the  most 
>imj)Ie  and  direct  is  also  the  cheapest  and  safest 
[Qtxle.  It  appears  much  more  eligible  to  pay  at 
)Qcethe  difference,  either  by  a  premium  in  lands, 
pr  by  allowing  a  higher  rate  of  interest,  than  to 
iocrease  the  amount  of  stock  created,  or  to  at- 
tempt any  operation  which  might  injuriously 
iffect  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country. 
This  difficulty,  and  it  is  the  only  serious  one 
which  has  been  anticipated,  will  not,  indeed,  if 
analyzed,  appear  very  formidable.  For,  to  take 
w  extreme  case,  ana  supposing  even  forty  roil- 
lioDs  of  dollars  to  be  borrowed,  at  eight,  instead 
('f  &ix  per  cent,  a  year,  the  only  difference  would 
consist  in  the  additional  payment  of  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  a  year,  until  the  principal 
^as  reimbursed,  a  payment  inconvenient,  indeed, 
3nd  to  be  avoided  if  practicable,  but  inconsidera- 
ble, if  compared  either  with  the  effects  of  other 
nieans  of  raising  money,  or  with  some  other 
branches  of  the  public  expenditure. 

It  appears  from  the  preceding  estimates,  that 
DotbJDg  more  may  be  strictly  wanted  for  the  de- 
iraying,  during  tbe  year  1812,  the  expenses  as 
yet  authorized  by  law,  than  an  authority  to  bor- 
J'ow  a  sum  equal  to  that  which  may  be  reim- 
bursed on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  public 

^ith  a  view  to  the  eosuing  years,  and  con- 


sidering the  aspect  of  public  affairs,  presented  by 
the  Executive,  and  the  measures  of  expense 
which  he  has  recommended,  it  has  been  attempt- 
ed to  show— 

1st.  That  a  fixed  revenue  of  about  nine  mil- 
lions of  dollars  is  necessary,  and  sufficient,  both 
under  tbe  existing  situation  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  the  event  of  their  assuming  a  different 
attitude. 

2d.  That  an  addition  to  the  rate  of  duties  on 
importations  is  at  present  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose, although,  in  the  course  of  events,  it  may 
require  some  aid  from  other  sources  of  revenue. 

3d*  That  a  just  reliance  may  be  placed  on  ob- 
taining loans,  to  a  cpnsiderable  amount,  for  de- 
Tray  ing  the  extraordinary  expenaes  which  may" 
be  incurred  beyond  the  amount  of  revenue  above 
stated. 

4th.  That  the  peace  revenue  of  the  United 
States  will  be  numcient,  without  any  extraordi- 
nary exertions,  to  discharge,  in  a  few  years,  the 
debt  which  may  be  thus  necessarily  incurrea. 

.  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN.    - 

Trca8crt  Department,  iVbr.'22, 1811. 


CULTURE  OF  HEMP. 

[Communieated  to  the  Housq,  December  7,  1811.] 

7b  tlie  honortUfk  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent' 
atitts  of  the  United  StaUSf  the  petition  of  the  tn- 
habitants  of  the  counhf  of  Sussex,  in  the  State  o^ 
New  Jersey,  humbly  snoweth  .• 

That  your  petitioners  are  owners  of  considera- 
ble tracts  of  land,  situated  in  the  county*  of  Sus- 
sex, that  are  suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  hemp ; 
which  they  have  been  at  a  heavy  expense  in 
drainin«r^  with  the  view  of  turning  them  to  that 
use.  They  have  been  led  to  this  object  bv  the 
high  prices  whfch  that  article  has  hitherto  Dome 
in  our  markets;  and,  more  particularly,  by  the 
eaeouragament  held  out  by  Congress  to  every 
improvement  and  extension  of  the  agriculture  and 
manufactures  of  this  country— ^objects  always  dear 
to  them,  but  more  so  in  the  present  eonvulsed 
state  of  the  world ;  which  has  drawn  from  its  ac- 
customed employment  the  capital  of  the  country, 
and  with  it  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  our 
citizeas,  whtcb  now  turns  its  aotivity  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  interior  of  our  country.  Your 
petitioners  have  seen,  with  regret  and  disappoint- 
ment, that  the  state  of  affairs  abroad,  which  has 
curtailed  or  annihilated  almost  every  other  branch 
of  commerce,  has  greatly  increased  the  impor- 
tation .of  hemp;  much  to  their  individual  preju- 
dice, and  (as  they  bee  permission  to  show)  to  the 
material  prejudice  of  the  country  generally.  In 
the  counties  of  Sussex  and  Morris,  there  are  not 
less  than  thirty  thousand  acres  of  land,  adapted  to 
the  growing  of  hemp ;  and,  in  the  county  of  Or- 
ange, which  adjoins,  a  much  grenter  quantity. 
These  lands  have  heretofore  been  but  little  culti- 
vated, and  were  of  small  value  to  the  owners;  in 
very  many  instances  wholly  unproductive.    And 
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as  they  were  in  most  iMtances  iDundated  daring 
part  of  the  year,  and  filled  with  stagnaot  waters, 
the  health  of  large  districtet  of  coontry  has  beea 
sreatly  injured.  To  redeem  these  lands,  there- 
fore, and  to  render  them  susceptible  of  growing, 
in  abundance,  an  article  of  sQch  national  impor* 
tance.as  that  of  hemp,  is  a  great  and  lasting  gaii% 
to  the  country,  in  erery  point  of  view,  and,  per- 
haps, very  essential  to  its  independence.-  The 
importation  of  hemp,  on  the  contrary,  is  a  con- 
tinual source  of  national  loss.  This  article  (as 
your  honorable  body  well  knows)  is  brought  from 
countries  that  want  few  of  the  products  of  this 
country ;  and  who  are,  besides,  oar  rivals  in  many 
of  the  leading  articles  which  we  have  for  export- 
ation. The  balance  of  trade  with  them  is  con- 
sequently largely  against  as ;  and.  to  extinguish 
this  baladce,  the  specie  is  drained  from  oar 
couhtry. 

Your  petitioners  are  folly  of  opinion  that,  with 
suitable  legislative  encouragement,  there  will  be 
raised  not  only  enough  hemp  for  the  consumption 
of  the  United  States,  but  that  it  will  become,  in 
a  short  period  of  time,  an  important  article  of 
exportation.  This  encouragement  is  the  more 
necessary  at  this  time,  to  counteract  the  injury 
that  is  likely  to  be  produced  by  a  continuance  of 
the  state  of  things  before  alktded.to ;  and  to  afford 
a  more  immediate  and  certain  prospect  of  gain  to 
the  cultivator,  inducing,  by  this  means,  others  to 
embark  their  capitals  in  like  enterprises ;  who 
w6uld  else  be  discouraged  by  the  heavy  expense 
that  is  unavoidably  incurred  in  the  outset,  apd 
which  afibrds  no  return  till  after  several  years  of 
persevering  industry. 

Such  are  the  motives  which  have  led  your  pe- 
titioners to  apply  to  the  General  Governipent  for 
assistance.  .  Th^y  will  not  presume  to  point  out 


hemp, 
leave 


the  mode,  whether  by  a  bounty  on  domestic  i 
or  an  adaitional  duty  on  foreign  ;  this  they 
to  the  wisdom  of  Congress.  That  everything 
will  be  done  that  is  consistent  with  the  duties 
they  owe  to  all  classes,  they  have  a  sufficient 
pledge  jn  the  deep  interest  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  always  taken  intnising  the  value  of  our 
native  soil,  and  in  lessening  our  dependence  on 
foreign  countries. 

JAMES  LUDLUM,  (md  others. 


PROTECTION  TO  MAmjPACTtJRES. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  December  23,  1811.] 

Toike honorable  the  Senateandthe  HouBt  ofRtpretenP- 
aiives  qf  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled^ 
the  petition  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  of  the  State 
of  ^ew  Jersey,  respectfully  represents : 

That  your  petitioners  are  concerned  in  the 
manufactory  of  iron,  for  which  the  district  of 
country  wherein  they  reside  is  peculiarly  adapted. 
Our  hills.and  mountains  abound  with  iron  ore,  of 
the  very  best  qaality,  adequate  to  sapply  the 
whole  of  the  United  States,  and  they  also  furnish 
streams  of  water,  and  fuel,  sufficient  to  convert 
this  ore  into  bar  iron,  castings,  nails,  ^c. 

Whilst  oar  commerce  was  tudistucbed  by  th« 


reebooters  of  Europe,  odr  iron  mannitctories 
afforded  as  a  living  profit.  Of  late,  tbe  large  im- 
portations from  Russia  and  Sweden,  and  conse- 
quent reduction  of  price }  the  diminatioo  of  com- 
merce, and  great  difficulty  of  maJdngealeofoar 
iron  for  cash,,  have  so  effectaally  emnrrassedoar 
operation?,  that  really  we  know  not  what  course 
to  pursue. 

If  we  suffer  works  to  lay  idle,  after  expeodrng, 
perhaps,  the  whole  of  our  capital  in  erecting  them. 
W6  are  most  eertltinly  ruined ;  and  if  ve  persist 
in  conducting  them,  under  such  heavy  embarrass- 
ments, we  are  almost  as  certainly  ruined,  h  this 
dilemma,;  then,  we  appeal  to  the  National  Legis- 
lature, to  relieve  us  trom  a  sitaation  wbicb  we 
could  neither  foreaeo  nor  prevent.  We  look  to 
them  with  confidence,  to  cherub  and  foster,  with 
parental  care,  establishments  which,  we  are  bolri 
to  say^  may  render  ua  independent  of  Europe,  ia 
an  article  so  highly  important  to  the  agricukonL 
commercial,  and  manufacturing  interests  of  oar 
country. 

We  solicit  from  your  honorable  body  no  other 
atoistance  than  such  as  has  been  Treqaeotly  ex- 
tended to  establishments  of  less  importance  than 
ours.  If  an  entire  prohibittoo  to  import  iron  from 
Europe  should  be  •  judged  inexpedient,  we  trust 
that  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  Congress  will 
not  hesitate  in  protecting  us  from  ruin,  bjr  im- 
posing such  an  additional  duty  on  this  article. 
when  imported,  as  will  enable  us  to  proceed  in 
exploring  and  bringing  forth  the  hidden  treasure! 
of  our  mountains. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  boand.  will 
ever  pray. 

JOSIAH  MUNSON,  andoihen, 
New  JfiBBET,  NopembeTj  1811. 


PUBLIC  D£P08IT£$  IN  BANJC& 

[Commnnicated  to  the  House,  January  13, 1811] 

Treasury  Department,  Jan.  8, 181^ 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  the  res- 
olution oC  the  House  of  Represenutives,  of  (be 
23d  ultimo,  to  transmit  a  statement  of  tbe  several 
banks  in  which  the  public  moneys  are  now  de- 
posited, showing  the  greatest  amount  tbtt  fiis 
been  deposited  m  each  bank  at  any  one  period 
since  the  4th  day  of  March,  1811,  and  also  the 
amount  deposited. in  each  bank  on  the  30ib  Sep- 
tember, 1811. 

The  annexed  correspondence.  No  1  to  17,  re- 
lates to  the  other  subjects  of  inquiry  embraced  by 
the  resolution  of  the  iiouse. 

As  soon  as  it  had  been  ascertained  that  tbe 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
not  be  renewed,  a  letter  was  addressed  TNo.  l)}o 
the  collectors  of  Boston,  New  York,  Phiiadeipbii, 
Baltimore,  Norfolk,  Charleston,  and  New  Orleass, 
directing  them  to  cease  to  dejposite  castom-hoasj 
bonds  for  collection  in  the  Bank  of  the  Uoited 
States,  (or  its  branches)  to  withdraw  those  faliiiV 
due  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1811,  and  to  de- 
polite  thereafter,  the  bonds,  in  ont  or  mote  Sate 
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baoks,  which  were^  according  to. the  iaformttion 
alreaMi/  received,  either  poioted  out  or  left  at  the 
opiiOQ  of  the  collector.  The  only  coodition  re- 
qaired,iJ3  the  first  instance, from  the  bank  or  banks 
thus  selected,  wa?,  that  they  should,  in  their  dis- 
counts, give  the  preference  to  paper  offered  by 
persoos  having  custom-hoase  bonds  to  pay.  This, 
considering  the  pressure  expected  from  the  dbso- 
lationof  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  appeared 
of  primary  importance  towards  facilitating  and 
secariog  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  There 
beiog  DQ  State  bank  at  Savannah,  the  collector 
of  (bat  port  was  only  directed  to  cease  depositing 
the  revenue  bonds  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  banks  selected  in  conformity  with  that 
iosiruction,  wefe— 

At  Boston,  the  Union  and  Massachusetts  Banks ; 

At  New  York,  the  Manhattan  Company  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  | 

At  Philadelphia,  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  ; 

At  Baltimore,  the  Bank  of  Baltimore  and  the 
Commercial  and  Farmers'  Bank ; 

At  Norfolk,  the  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia; 

At  Charleston,  the  State  Bank ; 

At  New  Orleans,  the  Bank  of  Louisiana. 

Partial  depositiea-  had  previously  been  made  in 
the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  and  with  the  Manhat- 
tan Company,  as  was  In  a  former  report  stated  to 
Congress.  At  Norfolk  and  New  Orleans,  there 
Was  no  choice,  as  only  one  bank  w^s  established 
in  each  of  these  two  cities.  The  revenue  bonds 
are  divided  equally,  at  Philadelphia,  between  the 
two  banks  employed  there.  The  collectors  of 
New  York  and  Baltimore  have  been  directed  to 
deposite  about  two-thirds  of  the  bonds  with  the 
Manhattan  Company  and  the  Bank  of  Baltimore, 
respectively,  and  the  other  third  in  the  other  bank 
employed  in  each  place.  The  collector  of  Boston 
^eposites  indiscriminately  in  the  Union  and  Mas- 
cachosetts  Banks,  but  generally  to  a  larger  amount 
in  the  first. 

All  those  banks,  with  the  exception  of  that  of 
Norfolk,  explicitly  assented  to  the  condition  re- 
<iuired,  and  transmitted  answers  similar  in  sub- 
stance to  that  given  by  the  Bank  orPehnsylvania, 
(No.  2.)  The  answer  of  the  bank  at  Norfolk 
(No.  3)  was  also  in  the  affirmative,  but  more  cau* 
tioQsly  expressed.  There  bein^  btit  one  bank  in 
Virginia,  which  must  necessarily  be  employed, 
>Qd  the  public  depositea^  compared  with  its  capi- 
^\  being  inconsiderable,  it  was  thought  ineligi- 
hle  to  ask  any  other  conditions,  and  the  letter  (No. 
^)  Was  accordingly  written. 

To  all  the  other  banks,  above  mentioned,  the  let- 
tcr  (No.  4)  was  written^  informing  them  that  a 
Qtonthly  statement  of  their  situation,  which  would 
°€  considered  as  confidential,  and  the  same  ac- 
commodation, in  the  transmission  of  public  mon- 
cys<  as  bad  heretofore  been  received  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  would  be  expected  from 
^hem.  From  all  of  them,  the  State  Bank  of 
South  Carolina  excepted,  an  answer  in-  the  affir- 
mative was  received,  similar  in  substance  to  that 
eiven  by  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  <No,  5*)  The 


answer  of  the  State  Bank  was  modified,  by  rea^ 
son  of  some  particular  provisions  in  its  charter. 
That  answer,  and  the  reply  to  it,  are  marked  No. 
7  and  8.  If  the  alterations  in  the  charter,  therein 
alluded  to,  are  npt  obtained,  it  may  hereafter  be- 
come necessary  to  place  the  public  moneys,  coU 
lected  at  Charleston,  in  another  bank. 

Previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Washinjgton,  the 
Bank  of  Columbia  had  been  employed  in  paying 
the  dividends  on  the  public  debt  and  transacting 
all  the  Treasury  business  at  the  seat  of  Qovern- 
ment.  h  had  afterwards  continued  to  receive 
partial  deposities,  arising  from  the  sources  stated 
m  a  former  report;  and  since  the  dissolution  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  Treasury  pay- 
ments have  been  made  through  that  bank  and  / 
that  of  Washington,  in  the  manner  explained  in 
the  letters  No.  9  to  13. 

The  dividends  on  the  public  debt,  formerljr 
paid  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
branches,  are  now  paid,  at  Boston,  by  the  Union 
Bank;  at  New  York,  by  the  Manhattan  Com-" 
pan^ ;  at  Philadelphia,  by  the  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  at  Washington,  by  the  Bank  of  Colum- 
bia ;  and  at  Charleston,  by  the  State  Bank. 

The  other  banks  in  which  public  moneys  had 
previously  been,  and  continue  to  be,  deposited,  are 
those  of  Maine  and  Saco,  in  the  District  of 
Maine;  Roger  Williams  and  Newport,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island ;  Alexandria,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  Marietta,  in  the  State  bf  Ohio; 
Kentucky,  in  that  State ;  and  the  office  of  the 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Pittsburg.  In  the  three 
last,  deposites  are  made  by  the  receivers  of  pub- 
lic moneys  arising  from  the  sales  of  lands ;  in  the 
others,  by  the  collectors  of  customs  of  the  places 
where  they  are  established.  The  letters,  No.  14 
to  17,  will  show  the  manner  in  which  the  surplus 
revenue  collected  in  Maine,  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut, North  Carolina,  Savannah,  and  some 
other  ports,  is  drawa  in  the  Union  Bank,  the 
Manhatun  Company,  the  Virginia  branch,  of 
Norfolk,  and  the  State  Bank  of  South  Carolina. 
The  sums  deposited  at  Pittsburg,  are,  'When 
wanted,  paid  at  Philadelphia,  by  the  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  banks  of  Marietta  and  Ken- 
tucky had,  heretofore,  agreed  to  pay,  in  one  of 
the  Atlantic  banks,  the  moneys  deposited  with 
them,  and  for  which  the  Treasury  ctmld  not  draw 
upon  ihem  within  four  months  after  the  date  of 
such  deposites*  They  have  found  it,  lately,  diffi- 
cult to  effect  tho^se  payments  within  that  time, 
and  by  a  late  agreement  with  the  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky, the  time  has  been  extended  to  six  months. 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  trans- 
mission of  public  moneys,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Norfolk  and  Savannah,  the  revenue  has 
generally  been  as  well  collected  as  heretofore. 

With  respect  to  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  loan  was  repaid  at  the  times  and  in 
the  manner  which  appeared  beat  calculated  to 
produce  the  least  inconvenience  to  the  public, 
and  to  the  banks  now  employed  by  Government. 
The  deposites  were  gradually  withdrawn,  and  the 
account  with  that  tnstitmioa  a,pd  its  branches 
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finally  closed,  on  the  2d  of  September  last,  with 
the  exception  of  a  balance  of  aboat  970,000  in 
the  New  Orleans  branch,  for  the  whole  of  which 
a  credit  has,  several  months  ago,  been  given  to 
the  affents  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments^ 
but  wnich  has  not  yet  been  made  use  of  by  them. 
It  had  been  suggested,  in  a  report  of  January 
23, 1811,  that  some  doubt  might  exist  respecting 
the  obligation  of  the  United  States  to  receive  the 
notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  in 
payment  of  duties,  after  its  dissolution.  No  legis« 
fative  provision  having  been  made  on  that  sub* 
ject,  the  collectors  and  receivers  of  public  moneys 
were  nevertheless  directed  not  to  receive  any 
which  the  bank  refused  to  receive  from  Govern- 
ment, or  for  which  such  collectors  could  not  con- 


veniently receive  payment.  The  circait  court  of 
Virginia  has,  however,  lately  decided^  that,  under 
the  existing  law,  all  the  notes  of  chat  bank,  aod 
wherever  payable,  were  strll,  everywhere,  a  legal 
tender  in  payment  of  duties.  The  necessity  of 
an  immediate  repeal  of  that  part  of  the  law  which 
is  still  considered  as  being  in  force,  is  respect- 
fully submitted^^as  a  very  considerable  amouot 
of  outstatHiittg  notes  of  New  Orleans,  Savannah,, 
and  Charleston,  will  otherwise  be  forced  on  the 
Treasury,  and  cannot  be  realized  wilhoat  great 
risk,  and  the  expense  of  transporting  specie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker 

qfihe  Howe  of  JRepresentatives. 


Statement  of  the  several  banks  in  nokich  the  public  money  is  deposited,  showing  the  greatest  amowd 
in  each  bank  at  any  one  period  since  the  wi  March,  1811  yand^  also^  the  amount  dspeaited  in  each 
bank  on  the  dOth  ^eptember^  1811. 


Barnes  of  Banks. 


Maine 

Saco       -.--,-- 

Union 

MassachuBetts  .... 
Koger  Williams  •  •  ••  - 
Newport         ,...-- 

Manhattan      -        -        - 

Mechanics' 

Farmeiv  and  Mechanics  -  -  - 
Pennsylvania  -        -        -        . 

Branch  Bank  of  Pennsylvania 
Baltimore       -        -        -        -        - 
Commercial  and  Farmers' 
Washington  -       -       -       -       - 
Columbia        -        -        -        -      .  - 
Alexandria     -  •     -        -        • 
Branch  of  Bank  of  Virginia    - 
State      .--.-. 
l^farietta  -        •        -        • 

Kentucky       •        -        - 
Louisiana       •       -     .  •       • 
Branch  of  Bank  of  the  United  States 


Places  where 
situated* 


Portland      - 
Saco   • 
Boston 
Ditto  - 
Providence  - 
Newport 
New  York  - 
Ditto  - 
Philadelphia 
Ditto  - 
Pittsburg     - 
Baltimore    • 
Ditto  - 
Washington 
Ditto  - 
Alexandria  • 
Norfolk.       - 
Charleston  - 
Marietta 
Frankfort    - 
New  Orleans 
Pitto   - 


Greatest  amount  at  any  one  period 
since  the  4tb  March,  1811. 


Amount 


Period. 


$56,249 

49,806 

.  686,572 

358,420 

85,791 

40,202 

1,106,466 

675,474 

672,744 

646,673 

154,474 

382,37? 

182,686 

126,009 

820,658 

66,319 

67,788 

486,217 

19,601 

131,011 

124,000 

196,701 


00 
69 
18 
77 
12 
95 
86 
34 
00 
37 
17 
85 
50 
94 
05 
89 
87 
79 
62 
73 
00 
55 


September 

December 

December 

November 

December 

March 

November 

December 

November 

December 

December 

December 

October 

December 

December 

September 

December 

December 

March 

Sq>tember 

September 

March 


30,  1811 
16,   «* 
16, 
18, 
% 

^5. 
23, 
26, 
28, 
16, 
16, 

7, 
23, 

23, 

30, 
23, 
16, 

4, 
30, 
30, 

4, 


tt 
« 
« 

M 
<f 
it 
C( 
U 
« 
M 
M 
M 
U 
M 

« 

u 
u 
u 
u 


Affloont 

<m  SeptGB. 

30,  1811. 


$58,249  00 

35,218  n 

491,374  31 

311,508  37 

67,291  IS 

19,901  65 

685,094  Bt 

490,516  1 J 

400,750  65 

372,715  76 

69,562  62 

967,616  91 

117,836  50 

57,285  87 

73,868  28 

66,319  89 

17,546  S6 

344,285  00 

9,047  25 

131,011  73 

124,000  00 

•  68,860  03 


*  A  credit  in  fiivor  of  the  agents  of  the  War  and  Navy  DeparUnents  for  the  whole  of  this  sum  has  been 
given  for  several  montiui,  but  has  not  yet  been  made  use  of  by  them. 
TitfiABURT  Department,  December  30, 1811. 


No.  1. 

Treasury  Department, 

February  25, 1811. 
Sir  :  It  being  now  settled  that  the  cnarter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  not  be  re- 
newed, and  it  being  necessary  to  discontinue  the 
agency  of  that  banlc  nt  tninsacting  the  Treasury 
business,  after  its  corporate  character  shall  hare 
ceased,  I  have  to  request  your  immediate  atten- 
tion to  the  following  prelitQioary  arramgementa: 


1.  From  the  receipt  of  this  letter^  you  will 
pease  to  ilepQsite  custom-house  bonds  for  collec- 
tion in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  you 
will  withdraw  all  anch  bonds  failing  due  after 
the  third  day  of  March  next,  as  hare  been  al- 
ready deposited  therein  for  collection. 

2.  You  will  deposite,  for  collection,  all  bonds 
becoming  due  after  the  third  day  of  March  next, 
in  such  of  the  Slate  banks  at  Philadelphia  as 
shall  appear  to  you  best  adapted  for  effecting  sach 
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collection  punctually^  effectually^  and  securely. 
Tbe  only  condition  to  be  previously  required  of 
such  bank  is  the  following:  that,  in  making  their 
dbcounts,  other  things  being  equal,  they  shall 
consider  it  as  a  rule,  that  paper  offered  by  persons 
having  castom-iiouse  bondfr  to  pay,  and  intended 
to  be  applied  to  such  payments,  shall  have  the 
preference  over  all  other  paper  offered  for  dis- 
count. This  is  not  intended  to  take  from  the 
directors  the  privilege  of  judging  as  to  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  drawers  or  endorsers  of  paper  thus 
offered  for  discount,  but  only  that,  when  such 
sufficiency  is  not  doubted^  the  first  facilities  of 
the  bank  shall  be  given  to  those  who  have  pay- 
ments to  make  to  the  Treasury.  If  the  state  of 
commercial  credit,  and  the  pressure  on  the  banks 
be  such  that,  in  your  opinion,  a  division  of  those 
deposites  between  two  banks  will  have  a  tendency 
more  effectually  to  assist  and  support  those  inter- 
ests, so  important  to  tbe  Treasury,  you  are  at  lib- 
erty to  maJce  auch  division. 

It  is  to  be  distinctly  communicated  to  such 
bank  or  banks  as  you  may  select,  that  the  ar- 
rangement DOW  made  is  temporary,  and  that  it  is 
Bot,  in  anywise,  to  be  taken  as  a  pledge  that  the 
public  deposites  will  be  permanently  continued 
with  them. 

3.  The  moneys  collected  are  to  be  paid  over 
weekly,  as  heretofore,  to  the  credit  of  thie  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  with  whom,  of  course, 
the  bank  or  banks  you  may  Select,  must  open  an 
account,  instructions,  as  to  the  mode  of  keeping 
this  account,  and  transmitting  statements  of  it  to 
the  Treasury,  will  be  given  to  them  by  this  De- 
partment. 

4.  As  soon  as  you  shall  Mve  m^de  your  ar- 
raogements  under  this  instruction,  you  will  in- 
form me,  with  precision,  what  they  are,  that  the 
corresponding  measures  may  be  regularly  and 
promptly  taken  here. 

1  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
JoBN  Steele,  Esq. 

Collector^  Philadelphia^ 

P*  S.  On  equal  terms,  I  would  prefer  employ- 
ing the  Pennsylvania  Bank  and  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank. 

No.  2; 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  March  2, 181L 

Sta:  I  had  the  honor  of' laying  before  the  di- 
rectors of  this  institution  your  letter  of  yesterday, 
r^speciitig  the  agency  of  this  bank,  in  conjusc* 
tiOQ  with  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank^  in 
toe  collection  of  the  revenue  at  this  port. 

1  amdirected  to  enclose  you  &  copy  of  the  res^ 
oiQiion  entered  into  by  them,  accyting  of  the 
agency  on  the  terms  prbposed. 

1  atn.  sir,  very  respectfully,  dtc. 

JOSEPH  P.  NORRIS,  P.  B.  P. 

JQuv  Steele,  Esquire. 

At  a  meeting'  at  tbe  President  and  Directors  of . 
I^c  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  on  Saturday,  the  2d 
^areh,  1811,  a  communication,  under  date  of  the 
m  iQstaat,  from  John  Steele,  Esq.,  CoUector  of 


the  port  of  J^hiladelpbia,  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  Board,  bein^  read,  and  the  sulrject 
thereof  duly  considered,  it  is — 

Resolved^  That  the  agency  proposed  to  this 
bank,  of  tradsacting  a  part  of  the  business  of  the 
Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States,  be 
accepted ;  and.  in  compliance  with  tbe  stipula* 
tion  made  by  the  collector,  it  is  understood  that 
the  persons  baring  custom-house  bonds  to  pay  at 
this  bank  will  bejiccommodated  with  discounts, 
under  the  usual  precautions  and  sufficiency  of 
the  paper,  intending  thereby  to  give  the  first  facil- 
ities 01  the  bank  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue, 
and  to  those  who  have  payments  to  make  to  the 
Treasury. 

The  President  is  requested  to  make  a  reply  to 
the  communication  from  the  collector,  furnishitig 
a  copy  of  the  above  resolution. 
.   Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JONATHAN  SMITH,  Ctishier. 

No.  3. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  to  Larkin  Smith,  Esquire, 
Collector  of  the  port  of  Norfolk,  on  the  subject 
of  making,  arrangements  with  this  office  for  open-* 
ing  an  account,  and  depositing  custom-house 
bonds  for  collection :  It  is,  therefore, 

JReeolved^  unanimously^  That  they  will,  at  all 
times,  afford  to  the  Government  of  the  Uttited 
States,  and  its  debtors,  every  facility 'and  aid  in 
their  power  consistent  with  the  interest  of  the 
institution  committed  to  their  care;  but  wilt  not 
pledffe  themselves  for  any  specific  arrangement 
on  the  subject  of  discounts. 

A  true  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Office  of  Discount  and 
Deposite,  Bank  of  Virginia,  at  Norfolk,  5th  of 
March,  1811. 

THOS.  WILLIAMSON,  Caehier. 

No.  4. 
Treasury  Department,  March  8, 18^1, , 

Sir:  The  Collector  of  Philad^phia  having 
communicated  to  me  the  assent  of  the  directors 
of  your  institution  to  the  propositions  made  by 
him  to  you  for  receiving  the  public  deposites,  I 
have  now  to  observe,  that,  as  the  Treasurer  can 
keep  no  bank  book,  it  is  necessary  that  a  weekly 
statement  of  his  account  be  sent  to  him  frojn  the 
bank,  crediting  him  with  all  moneys  received  on 
his  account,  (and  specifying  from  whom,  and 
generally  on  what  account,)  and  charging  him 
with  all  bills  paid.  Tbe  bills  are  to  be  cancelled 
and  returned  at  the  same  time ;  and  a  duplicate 
of  the  same  account  is  to  be  also  weekly  sent  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

From  all  the  banks  with  which  the  public 
moneys  will  hereafter  be  deposited,  the  same 
statement,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  same 
accommodations  will  be  expected  as  have  hereto^ 
fore  been  received  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

A  form  of  the  statement  of  the  situation  of  the 
bank,  to  be  sent  monthly  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Treasury,  is  annexed  at  the  foot  of  this  letter; 
bat  the  general  items  therein  inserted,  are  not  in- 
tended to  exclude  any  (greater  number  of  partic- 
ulars which  the  bank  may  be  in  the  bahit  of  en- 
tering in  statements  of  this  nature.  The  state- 
ment may  be  put  under  double  co7er.  the  inner 
one  marked  "private,''  and  will  be  considered 
confidential. 

With  respect  to  accommodations,  I  allude  at 
this  time  only  to  the  transmission  of  public  mon- 
eys, which  cannot  be  conveniently  effected,  unless 
some  concert  exists  between  the  banks  with  which 
public  deposites  will  be  made  in  the  several  sea- 
ports. .  On  that  subject  it  must  be  agreed  by  the 
rank  of  Pennsylvania,  to  give  credit  to  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  when  the  public  ser- 
Tice  may  require  It,  for  the  amount  of  such  drafts 
aa  he  mav  be  directed  to  draw  in  their  favor  on  | 
the  other  banks  doing  the  public  business  at  the 
several  placed  where  t)ranches  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  had  been  established.  The  name? 
of  these  banks,  and  other  details,  will  be  here- 
after given.  But,  in  order  to  pave  th«  way  for  a 
permanent  arrangement,  it  is  necessary  to  ascer- 
tain whetber  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  can  con* 
Teniently  transact  the  public  business  on  that 
principle,  and  an  early  answer  on  that  subject  I 
will  be  eligible.  It  is  propej  to  add,  that  it  will 
not  be  expected  that  the  bank  shoi^d  thus  take 
drafts  on  Norfolk,  Charleston,  Savannah,  and 
New  Orleans,  beyond  a  limited  and  very  moder- 
ate annual  amount..  But  it  would  be  ^n  addi- 
tional inducement  to  make  your  institution  a  pec- 
msnent  depository  of  the. public  moneys,  if  tney 
would  also  agree  to  take  annually,  in  the  same 
manner,  a  cerCain  sum  in  drafts  on  the  banks  of 
ChilHcothe  and  Kentocky. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Joseph  P.  NoaRia, 
President  Bank  of  Pennsylvania* 

Form  of  $tatement  of  the  situaiion  of  the  Bank. 

Bills  and  notes  disooonted        .        .        .        •  $166 
Specie    -        -        -        -        -        -        --60 

Due  from  bank  of  (stating  each  bapk  from  Which 

a  balance  is  due) -       96 

Bank  notes  of  bank,  (stating  eadi  bank,)          •       90 
Real  estate 10 


^W 


Capital  paid  in        -        -        -        -        • 
Bank  notes  in  circttlstion         ... 
Bepoflite  to  credit  of  Treasurer  of  t}^e  U.  8. 
Do.  do.  of*     -        -       - 

Do.  do.  individuals 

Due  to  bank  of,  (stating  each  bank)  - 
Discount  reeeived-^sundries    -        .        - 
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*  Here  insert  particularly  the  amount  to  the  credit 
of  each  public  officer,  (commissioner  of  loans,  navy 
agent,  military  agent,  purveyor,  dec.)  who  may  keep 
* '   account  at  the  hank. 


No.  6. 
Bank  of  pENNSTLVAHtA.  March  13, 1811. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter 
of  the  8th  instant,  and  of  lilying  the  same  before 
the  directors  of  this  institution.  They  have  di- 
rected me  to  inform  you  they  accept  the  terms 
therein  proposed,  as  per  resolution,  copy  of  which 
is  enclosed. 

.  As  soon  as  we  are  notified  of  the  banks  trans- 
acting the  public  business,  immediate  measorn 
will  betaken  to  open  a  correspondence  with  tbem. 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  fiscal  arraogemeots  of 
the  Government. . 

Our  present  intercourse  with  banks  in  the 
States  of  Kentucky  and'Ohio  enable  us  to  com- 
ply with  your  wishes  in  taking  drafts  on  Ken- 
tucky and  Chitieothe.  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c 

JOSEPH  P.  NORRIS,  P.  B,  P. 

Hon.  Albert  Gallatin, 

Secretary  of  ^  Treasury. 

* 

A  communication  frOm  Albert  Gallatin,  Esq. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  addressed  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  board,  being  read^  by  which  it  ap- 
pears that,  in  order  to  a  permanent  arrangement 
for  transacting  the  public  business,  and  makiog 
this  institution  the  depository  of  the  public  mo- 
peys,  it  is  necessary  to  have  an  assurance  that 
such  aceomoQodatioos  and  facilities,  as  the  public 
service  requires,  will  be  afforded ;  it  is,  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  the  President  be  requested  to 
make  a  respectful  reply  to  the  said  communics* 
tkon.  expressing  the  disposition  and  willio^e^s 
of  tnis  Board  to  eoranly  with  the  requisitioos 
now  made,  and  which  hereafter  may  be  made,  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  so  far  as  the  same 
Is  within  the  ability  and  resources  of  the  bank. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JOSEPH  P-  NORRIS,  P.  B.P. 
Bank  of  Penmsylvamia,  March  13, 1811. 

No.  6. 

Treasury  DEPARTMenT)  March  11,1811. 

Sir:  The  collector  of  Norfolk  having  commu- 
nicated to  me  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  the  office  of  discount  aod  deposits  of 
the  Bank  of  Virginia,  at  Norfolk,  of  the  5(1)  in- 
stant, which  I  understand  to  imply  a  cooaeoc  on 
their  part  to  receive  the  public  deposites,  I  beg 
leave  to  request,  as  the  Treasurer  cannot  keep  a 
bank  book  with  yonr  institution,  that  yoa  will 
direct  your  cashier  to  transmit  to  htm,  weekljr,  a 
statement  of  his  account,  crediting  all  sums  re- 
ceived, (specifying  from  whom,  and  generally  on 
what  account,)  and  charging  all  bills  paid.  The 
bills  are  i<o  h^  cancelled  and  transmitted  with  the 
statement  to  the  Treasurer;  ao^  I  have  also  to 
request  that  a  copy  of  the  statement  may  be.  at 
the  satne  time,  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dte. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

7%e  Presioeiitq^  the  Office  of  Diecount 
and  Dejpomie  of  the'Bank  of  Virginia, 

at  Norfolk. 
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No.  7* 

Stats  Baitk,  CHARLESTOfr.  S.  C, 

ilprt7  5, 1811. 

Sir  :  On  the  first  instant  I  had  the  honor  or 
ickoowledgilig  the  receipt  of  yoar  two  letters  of 
be  13th  and  19th  ultimo,  since  which  I  have 
ubmiued  them  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  who 
)STe  passed  the  resolatioa  I  now  enclose. 

A  desire  and  intention,  expressed  some  years 
iocp,  by  the  principal  stockholders,  to  establish  a 
;redit  with  the  Manhattan  Bank  of  New  York, 
ifld  to  enter  into  raatoal  arrangements  so  as  to 
[ire  credit  to  the  post  notes  or  the  two  ^nks, 
lot  meeting  with  the  approbation  of  the  Legis- 
atare,  induced  that  body  to  impose  the  last  en* 
kctiDg  clause  in  the  printed  copy  of  the  charter  of 
)ur  bank,  which  I  also  herewith  transmit,  re- 
itrictii>g  us  from  givinig  credit  to  any  bank  or 
nnks  established  in  any  of  our  sister  States.  But 
be  Board  does  not  see  that,  in  the  arrangements 
vhich  you  have  stated^  there  would  be  any  yio- 
atioQ  of  this  eliarter,  as  it  is  not  their  intention 
0  open  any  account  with  either  of  the  Northern 
)aDks,  but  merely  to  fake  the  drafts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, payable  at  sight,  which, the  bank  must 
lisDose  of  in  the  best  manner  possible  |  and  it 
rill  be  obvious  to  you,  that  the  Government 
(DQst  always  consider  itself  responsible  for  these 
drafts  until  they  shall  be  paid,  evefk  if  they  are 
Dot  presented  for  some  time,  and  a  failure  of  the 
Northern  bank  should,  in  the  meantime,  take 
place.  This  being  understood,  it  cannot  be  said 
that  we  give  any  credit  to  a  Northern  bank,  or 
that  we  violate  either  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of 
our  charter. 

I  also  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  there  is  oo 
doubt  but  that,  if  the  clause  alluded  to  shall  here- 
s^ter  be  found  to  interfere  with  any  arrangements 
which  may  be  necessary  to  the  accommodation 
of  the  Government,  or  to  the  benefit  of  the  bank, 
it  will,  on  a  representation  to  the  Legislature,  at 
its  next  session,  be  repealed,  as  the  State  holds 
three-eighths  of  the  capital  of  the  bank.  I.  remain 
>^ery  respectfully,  &.c. 

FELIX  WARLEY,  President. 

Tkt  Hon,  Secretary  of  the  TYeasury. 

State  Bank,  Cbarlbbton,  S.  C, 

Ajuil  5, 1811. 
The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  let* 
ters  of  the  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  of  the  13th  and 
19th  ultimo,  respectfully  report: 

That  they  have  taken  the  subject-matter  of  the 
>2id  letters  into  their  consideration,  and  recom* 
tnend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutioivs, 
▼iz: 

^Rtiolved,  That  it  is  the  earnest  wish  and  de- 
sire of  the  directors  of  this  bank  to  enter  into  all 
sQch  arrangements  and  accommodations  as  will 
toeet  the  views  of  the  honorable  the  Seereury  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
9<)vernnieDt  thereof^  provided  the  same  do  not 
violate,  and  are  not  repugnant  to,  the  charter  of 
this  bank. 

Retohed^  Jwiherj  Thai  the  President  of  this 
^&k  do  transmit  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  resolu- 


tion, together  with  a  printed  copy  of  the  act  of 
incorporation,  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
By  order  of  the  Board. 

FELIX  WARLEY,  Premdent. 

No.  8. 

Tbeabury  Department,  April  15, 1811. 
Sir:  I  had. the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  5th  instant,  and  regret  that  the  provisions  of 
the  charter  of  the  State  Bank  should  preclude 
thai  institution  from  giving  to  the  Treasury  that 
accommodation  in  the  transmission  of  public 
moneys  which  may,  at  tiooes,,  be  indispensably 
Kiecessary.  On  comparing,  however,  the  proba- 
ble receipts  at  Charleston  for  this  year,  with  the 
probable  amount  of  demapds  against  the'  Treas- 
ury, payable  at  the  same  place,  I  thiiik  it  im- 
probable that  the  expenditure. should  exceed  the 
receipts;  and  as  it  is  only  in  that  case  that  it 
would  become  necessary  to  provide  for  the  defi- 
ciency by  giving  to  the  Slate  Bank  drafts  on 
other  banks,  it  is  hoped  that  no.  inconvenience 
will,  for  the  present,  arise  from  the  provision  in 
its  charter  Which  forbids  giving  credit  to  banks 
in  other  States.  With  a  view  to  permanent  ar* 
rangements  for  the  ensuing  years,  I  would  sug- 

Sest  the  propriety  of  obtaining  from  the  Le^is- 
iture  a  modification  in  that  provision,  the  object 
of  which  I  do  not  understand,  andswhicll  would 
certainly  impede,  the  operatipns  of  the  bank  in 
its  relation  with  the  General  Government. 

In  the  ibeau while,  presuming  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Board  is,  in  every  other  respect,  in- 
tended as  an  acceptance  of  the  proposals  of  the 
Treasury,  and  that  the  r^equested  statements  will 
b^  .transmitted,  the  collector  will  be  instructed  to 
continue  his  public  deposites  in  the  State  Bank. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be;  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

FbLIX  WllRLET,  Esq., 

Preeident  State  Bamk,  Chtirketon,  S.  C. 

No.  9. 

Trbasurt  Department,  March  28, 1811. 
Sir:  It  having  been  determined  that  a  portion 
of  the  Treasury  payments  should  be  made  through 
the  medium  of  the  Bank  of  Washington,  I  have 
now  to  state  the  principles  on  which  it  is  expect- 
ed this  business  will  be  transacted  by  the  bank. 

1.  The  bank  to  receive  such  sums  as  may  be 
offered  by  individuals  who  have  payments  to 
make  into  the  Treasury,  and  to  pass  the  same  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

2.  As  the  payments  thus  made  into  the  bank 
will  fall  far  short  of  the  payments  that  will  be 
required  to  be  made  by  the  bank,  on  account  of 
the  Treasury,  the  sums  that  may  be  necessary  to 
meet  these  last  payments  will  be  supplied  to  the 
bank  by  bills  on  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  and  Boston,  which  bills  will  be  regulated, 
as  far  aM>raclicable)  by  the  mutual  convenience 
of  the  Treasury  in  furnishing  funds,  and  the 
bank  in  receiving  them  at  each  of  those  places. 

3.  The  payments  by  the  bank  will  be  made  od 
Treasury,  War,  or  Navy  warrants,  directed  to 
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the  bairk  by  the  Treasurer,  or  on  drafta  drawn 
by  him.  The  payment  is,  of  course,  always  to 
be  made  in  specie^  if  required  by  the  holder  of 
the  warrant  or  draft. 

4.  On  Monday  of  each  week  a  copy  of  the 
Treasurer's  account  with  the  l»nk.  for  the  pre- 
ceding week,  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  if  the  Treasurer  shall  find  it  more 
convenient  to  receive  a  statement  of  his  account, 
in  that  wi|y,  than  to  keep  a  bank  book,  the  bank 
will  also  furnish  him  witn  a  similar  copy. 

5.  At  the  end  of  every  month,  a  statement  of 
the  situation  of  the  bank,  made  out  agreeably  to 
the  annexed  form,  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasurer.  It  may  be  enclosed  in  a  dou- 
ble cover,  the  inner  one  marked  '*  private,'' and 
will  be  considered  asconfidentiaf. 

The  above  are  the  most  material  principles 
which  regulated  the  connexion  between  the  Trea- 
sury and  the  late  office  of  discount  and  deposite 
at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  which  it  is  desi- 
rable should  continue  to  be  maintained  with  the 
banks  transacting  the  public  business  here.  The 
assent  of  your  direction  to  them  will  be  neces- 
sarv,  and  ought  to  be  communicated  to  me  as 
early  as  practicable.  I  shall,  in  the  meantime, 
•presudung  from  the  resolution  of  the  Board,  al* 
ready  passed  on  the  subject,  that  their  assent 
will  be  given,  direct  the  Treasurer,  on  the  first 
day  of  the  ensuing  month,  to  place  in  your  bank 
bills  on  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  tor  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  to  form  the  first  deposite  on 
which  the  Treasury  payment;^  will  commence. 

I  am,'dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Daniel  Carroll,  Esq., 

President  Bank  of  Woihingien. 

No.  10. 
Wasrinqton,  April  3,  ISIL 
Sir  :  Your  leuer  of  the  28th  of  March  has 
been  before  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington.   They  agree  to  the  principles  contained 
in  that  letter,  relying  always  that  we  shall  be 
treated  with  the  same  liberality  extend^]  toneigh- 
boring_in$titutions.    C  have  the  honor,  dbc. 
DANIEL  CARROLL,  o/2>tf(A^n^on, 

Pruident> 
Hon.  Albert  Gallatin. 

No.  11. 
Treasury  DbpartmbnTj  March  28, 1811. 

SiR^:  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  state  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  principles  on  which  it  is  expected 
that  the  Treasury  business  will  be  conducted  by 
the  Bank  of  Columbia,  and  to  request  that  the 
same  may  be  submitted  to  the  Directors,  for  their 
approbation,  which,  when  given,  you  will  please 
to  communicate  to  mo. 

Ist.  The  bank  to  continue  to  receive,  as  here- 
tofore, such  ftums  as  may  be  offered  by  individu- 
als, who  have  payments  to  make  into  the  Treas- 
ury, and  to  pass  the  same  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

2d.  The  bank  to  receive  bills,  drawn  by  the 
Treasurer  on  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York, 


or  Boston,  (regulated  by  the  state  of  thefuDd$,at 
the  command  of  the  Treasury  at  each  or  those 
places,  but  accommodated,  also,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, to  the  convenieiKe  of  the  bank)  for  sod 
sums  as  may  be  necessary  to  supply  the  baok  wiih 
the  means  of  meeting  the  payments  of  the  Trea- 
sury. Occasional  drafts  for  the  collectiog  in  of 
the  revenue  in  Virginia,  will  be  furnished  as  ha^ 
tofore.  , 

3d.  The  payments  of  Treasury,  War,  or  Nan 
warrants,  directed  by  the  Treasurer  to  the  Baok 
of  Columbia,  and  ol  drafts  drawn  by  him  od  tiu 
bank,  are  to  be  made  in  specie,  whenerer  die 
holder  shall  require. 

4th.  On  Monday  of  each  week^  a  copjr  of  ik 
Treasurer's  account  for  the  preceding  week,ist3 
be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

5th.  At  the  end  of  every  month, a  statements 
the  situation  of  the  bank,  made  out  agreeably  lo 
the  annexed  form,  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretarr 
of  the  Treasury.  It  may  be  enclosed  in  a  doublg 
cover,  the  one  marked  ^'private,"  and  will  beco^ 
sidered  as  confidential. 

6th.  The  dividends  on  the  public  debt,  payable 
at  the  Treasury,  will  be  paid  through  themedioQ 
of  the  Bank  oi  Columbia.    The  Kegister  of  the 
Treasury  has  been  directed-to  place  the  abstracu 
for  the  quarter  ending  on  the  21st  instant,  io  the 
Bank  of  Columbia;  and  the  cashier  of  theU:e 
office  of  discount  and  deposite,  at  this  place,  wlI 
be  directed  to  pay  to  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
Columbia,  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  enable  him 
to  make  tnese  payments.    The  abstracts  of  diri- 
dends,  as  well  those  returned  unclaimed,  froo  | 
the  Loan  offices,  as  those  for  stock  standing  on 
the  Treasury  books,  for  past  periods,  which  bare. 
heretofore,  lain  in  the  office  of  discount  and  de- 
posite, for  payment,  will  be  placed  in  the  tiank  of 
Columbia,  as  soon  as  the  accounts  of  tbecafhier 
of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposite  can  be  made 
out  and  settled  at  the  Treasury.    For  all  sams 
furnished  to  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Columbii, 
for  the.  payment  of  dividends,  he  will  be  charged 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  and  will  reader  \!o& 
accounts  for  the  payment  at  such  times,  and  in 
such  manner,  as  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasurf 
shall  prescribe.    The  dividends  being  payable, 
either  to  the  stockholders  in  person,  or  to  tiieir 
attorneys,  and  many  standing  powers  for  this 
purpose  being  now  lodged  in  the  fate  office  of  dis- 
count and  deposite,  they  have  been  directed  to  be 
delivered  up  for  the  purpose  of  being  deposited  in 
the  Bank  of  Columbia.    But.  as  it  may  happen 
that  they  will  not  be  ready  lor  delivery  by  the 
first  day  of  the  ensuing  month,  you  will  direct 
your  cashier,  until  the  powers  themselves  are  re- 
ceived, to  receive  a  certificate  of  the  existence  ani 
extent  of  such  powers,  from  the  late^  office  of 
disooont  and  deposite,  as  sufficient  authority  on 
which  to  make  the  payments.    It  is  proper  to 
mention,  here,  that  the  powers  given  to  the  Pre^ 
ident  and.  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  their  cashier,  or  any  of  their  officers,  io 
their  official  characters,  are  considered  as  beiag 
no  longer  of  any  validity.    If  any  future  qoestioo 
shall  arise  at  to  the  validity  of  the  powers  \^ 
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lomptroller  of  the  Treasury  it  to  be  applied  to 
)r  a  decisioD. 

To  a7oid  any  coBfusion  in  the  accounts  be- 
ireea  the  Treasury  and  the  Bank  of  Columbia, 
rfaich  might'ariae  from  (he  establishment  by  the 
ink  of  an  office  of  pay  and  deposite  in  the  City 
f  Washington,  it  is  to  be  iinderstood  that  the 
rhole  of  the  Treasury  transactions  with  the  bank 
^ill  be  conducted  through  the  medium  of  this 
iiablishment  in  Washington,  and  that  no  ac- 
DUDt  with  the  Treasurer  is  to  be  kept  at  the  bank 
)  Georgetown.  Bills  drawn  by  the  Treasurer, 
1  favor  of  the  bank,  will  be  in  tne  name  of  their 
tsbier,  for  which  credit  is  to  be  given  him  in 
V'ashiDgton ;  and  the  waTrant»and  drafts  of  the 
treasurer  will  all  be  directed  to,  and  payable  only 
1,  Washington.  It  will  follow  that  the  balance 
ow  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the  Bank 
f  Columbia,  is  to  stiind,  on  the  first  of  April,  to 
is  credit  in  Washington^  his  accoaut  in  ,tbe  bank 
t  Georgetown  being  closed  frara  that  time. 
1  am,  &c.  , 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
JoBM  Masoji,  Esq., 

Prendent  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia, 

No.  12. 

Bank  of  Colitmbia^  ilpn'/ 5, 1811. 

Srs :  The  letter  you  did  ma  the  honor  to  address 
le  on  the  28th  ult.,  on  the  subject  of  the  Treasu- 
y  deposites,  has  been  submitted  to  the  jSrst  Board 
f  Directors  coo^veoed,  after  it  came  to  my  hands. 

I  am  instructed,  sir,  to  transmit  to  you  the  en- 
losed  Fesoiution,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  readi- 
es with  which  this  institution  will,  at  all  times, 
0  whatever  may  on  it  depend,  to  facilitate  the 
liministration  of  the  fuiids  of  the  Government, 
Qd  to  prove  to  you  the  confidence  you  have  been 
leased  to  place  in  it  has  not  been  abused. 

With  very  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  MASON,  Pretideta. 

Hon.  A.  Gallatin,  See'y  of  the  TnoMury. 

Bank  of  Colombia. 

At  a  Board  of  Directors,  held  on  Thursday,  the 
^ib  of  April,  a  letter  from  the  honorable  the  Sec- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  dated  the  28th  of  March, 
nd  addressed  to  the  President  of  this  institution, 
tatiDff  the  principles  on  which  it  was  expected 
aat  the  Treasury  business  will  be  conducted,  by 

A  u  "^  °^  Columbia  was  laid  before  the  board, 
^Dd  the  same  having  been  read  and  considered, 

wo/tvd,  That  all  and  every  of  the  terms  and 
^nditions  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  the  aforesaid  letter,  be  fully  accept- 
1^;  ^nd  that  the  President  and  Cashier  take  the 
'^^Qisite  measures  to  comply  with  the  same,,  and 
0  carry  into  execution  the  wishes  of  the  Secre- 
'fy  m  relation  thereto. 

Test:       WILLIAM  WHANN,  Ca$hi(^. 

No.  13. 

Trbasury  Department,  ^ 

^  Afarc^  28, 1811. 

^^*^  •  It  is  proper  to  inform  you,  that,  from  the 

f^  of  the  present  month,  the  late  office  of  dis- 

'  *>Dt  and  deposite  in  this  city  will  cease  to  be 


employed  as  the  medium  of  the  Treasury  pay- 
ments and  receipts  <at  the  seat  of  Government. 
Commencing  on  the  first  of  April,  the  Bank  of 
Washington  and  the  Bank  of  Columbia  will  be 
employed  for  that  purpose,  and  the  arrangement, 
in  relation  to  them,  so  far  as  relates  to  your  office, 
is  as  follows : 

Persons  who  have  moneys  to  pa^.  into  the 
Treasury,  in  this  place,  may  pay  into  either  bank, 
at  their  option.  You  will  contiuue,  as  heretofore^ 
to  give  your  check  on  the  back  of  each  warrant, 
and  will  direct  it  as  the  bolder  shall  choose,  to 
the  Bank  of  Washington,  through  which  all  the 
Treasury  business  with  that  bank  will  pass,  an4  ^ 
where  your  accpant  will  be  kept;  you  will  direct 
your  checks  to  the  "  Bank  of  Columbia,  Wash- 
ington." They  will  not  be  payable  in  George- 
town. 

As  the  new  mode  of  keeping  >tbe  accounts  of 
your  office,  which  will  be  put  in  oneration  on  the 
1st  day  of  April  next,  will  supersede  the  necessity 
of  that  distiDction  which  has  heretofore  been 
made  in  the  payment  of  Treasury  warrants,  ami 
those  from  the  War  and  Nary  Departments,  and 
as  the  use  of  checks,  as  distinguished  from  bills^ 
will  no  longer  be'  necessary,  you  will  be  pleased, 
commeneing  on  that  day.  to  discontinue  their 
use.  AH  yodr  payments  wiu  then  be  made,  either  - 
by  bills  registered  in  the  Register's  office,  where 
the  payments  are  to  be  made  at  distant  places,  or 
by  sending  the  warrants  themselres,  for  such  pay- 
ments as  are  to  be  made  here,  with  your  direction 
on  the  back,  to  the  Bank  of  Washington,  or  Bank 
of  Columbia. 

Treasury  warrants,  which  are  to  be  paid  by  bill, 
wilt  contain  the  direction  on  the  face  of  the  war- 
ranty and  all  such  warrants  will  be  directed  to  be 
sent  in  to  you  immediately,  from  the  Register-s 
office.  War  and  Navy  warrants,  which  are  to  be 
paid  by  bill,  are  to  be  sent  up  to  my  office^  and  the 
direction  will  be  given  on  the  warrant  itself. 
I  am,  d^e. . 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  TR£A8UR£a  ofthQ  United  States. 

No.  14. 

Treasury  Department, 

March  6, 1811. 

Sir:  The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  has 

been  this  day  directed  to  draw  bills  in  your  favor, 

on  the  Maine  Bank,  for    -        -        -        $50,000 

Saco  Bank,  for     •       -       -  25,000 

75,000 

By  an  arrangement  with  those  banks,  they  are 
bound  to  place  the  amouiit  of  bills,  drawn  as 
above,  in  Boston,  within  sixty  days  from  the  time 
when  they  are  presented  for  payment.  You  are, 
therefore,  requested  to  accept  a  compliance  with 
those  terms,  as  good  payment  of  these  bills,  or  of 
any  similar  bills  whicb  may  hereafter  be  placed 
in  your  iiTstitution.  But,  in  the  meantime,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  amount  should  appear  in  your 
account  with  the  Treasurer,  to  his  credit,  from  the 
time  when  you  receive  the  bills  from  him.    Care 
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will  always  6e  taken ,  that  his  drafts  shall  be  so 
regulated,  that  naactual  advance  of  funds  hy  the 
Union  Bank  shall  take  place.    I  am,  sir,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Gbobge  Bdrrougbs^  Esq. 

Caehieir  Union  Bank^  Boston, 

No.  16. 

TREAauRY  Departmeivt,  March  5, 181L 
Sir  :  The  Treasurer  has  been,  this  day.  direct- 
ed to  draw  bills  in  favor  of  your  institution,  as 
follows,  viz : 
On  the  Collector  of  New  Haven,  for    $60,000 
Do.  .  New  London,       -     6,000 

Do.  Fairfield,      -    '   -     4.000 

Do.  BristoJ,  R.  Island  -  36,000 

Roger  Williams  Bank}  Providence,  for  46,000 
.  Newport  Bank,    -       -        -       -        -  30,000 

170,000 


By  an  agreement  with  the  two  above-mention- 
ed banks,  they  are  to  place  the  amount  of  the  bills 
'  drawn  on  tbem  in  your  hands,  within  sixty  days 
after  the  bills  are  presented. 

The  banks  in  New  Haven  and  New  London 
make  remittances  for  the  collectors  in  the  same 
way,  viz :  in  sixty  days. 

Drafts  on  the  Collector  of  Bristol  have  been 
usually  negotiated  through  the  banks  in  Provi- 
dence, and  it  is  desirable  that  the  present  bill 
should  take  the  si^me  course^  as  a  draft  of  specie 
might  produce  pressnre'and  inconvenience. 

As  it  is  some  time  since  ^similar  drafts  were 
furnished  to  your,  institution,  I  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  remind  you  of  the  mode  in  which 
their  payment  will  be  effected.    I  am,  &c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Henry  Rbhsen,  Esq.,  President 
MdnhaUan  Company^  New  York, 

No.  16. 

.    Trbabdry  Department,  May  2^  1811. 

Sir  :  For  the  purpose  of  bringing  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Treasury  the  public  moneys  collected 
at  several  of  the  small  port^  in  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  near  Norfolk,  bills  have  hereto- 
fore been,  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  upon  the  Col- 
lectors of  those  ports,  and  sent  to  the  cashier  of 
the  Office  of  Discount  and  Depositc  of  the  Uni- 
ted States'  Bank  at  Norfolk,  tor  sale.  A  credit 
has  been  authorized,  and  they  have  usually  been 
disposed  of  without  delay.  Notes,  at  the  terms 
of  credit  allowed,  are  taken  from  the  purchasers, 
with  endorsers,  to  make  them  perfectly^  safe. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  same  facilities  should  be 
ajGTorded  by  the  bank  now  transacting  public  busi- 
ness at  Norfolk  ;  and  I  will  thank  you  to  inform 
me  whether  the  Treasury  will  receive  them  from 
your  institution. 

It  is  proper  to  mention,  that,  although  the  bank 
Is  not  actually  in  cash  for  these  bills  till  the  notes 
given  for  their  purchase  are  paid,  yet,  to  accom- 
modate the  Treasury  accounts,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  Treasurer  should  be  credited  for  them  as 
soon  as  they  are  received.  But  care  will  always 
be  taken  so  to  regulate  the  drafts  of  the  Treas- 


urer on  the  bank,  that  no  payment  by  the  btink, 
on  account  of  the  bills  on  Collectors,  which  thcj 
may  have  thus  received,  will  ever  be  required  till 
the  money  has  been  actually  received  by  thebtnk 
for  them,  A  note  of  a  single  line,  at  the  foot  of 
the  Treasurer's  weekly  account,  stating  thr 
amount,  either  of  bills  on  hand,  unsold,  or  oi 
notes  for  bills  remaining  unpaid,  will  always  af- 
ford the  necessary  indication  upon  this  poiot.aod 
will  be  duly  attended  to. 

In  disposing  of  the  bills,  it  is  expected  that  the 
bank  will  exercise  a  sound  discretion  as  to  \\t 
tnakers  and  endorsers  of  the  notes  taken  in  pay- 
ment for  them,  but  the  United  States  will  remaiD 
responsible  for  any  ultimate  loss. 

The  notes  are  not  to  be  renewed  after  the  credit 
first  given  has  expired.  If  ihey  are  not  then  paii 
the  amount  will  be  refunded  to  the  bank,  and  ikf 
United  States  will  pursue  the  necessary  meas- 
ures for  recovering  the  sum  due  from  the  makers 
and  endorsers  of  the  notes. 

The  ports  on  which  the  Treasurer  will  occa- 
sionally drawy  in  pur^anc^  of  this  arrangemfoi 
will  be  Folly  Lauding,  Cherry  Stone,  and  Eas: 
Riverain  Virginia;  Camden,  Eden  ton,  Plymoatfa. 
Waship«;ton,  and  Newbern,  North  Carolina.  The 
terms  of  credit  heretofore  allowed  Jmve  been.fot 
bills  on  Bast  River,  Camden,  and  J3dentoQ,sixtf 
days,  and  for  the  others,  ninety  days.   I  have  &(. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

RiOHARD  E.  Lee.  Esq., 

«  President^  ^c,  Bank  of  Virgima^  Norfolk 

No*  17.  ' 

Treasury  Dspartmsnt,  August  2, 1811. 

Sir  :  I  have  directed  the  Treasurer  to  draw  a 
bill,  in  favor  of  your  cashier,  on  the  Collector  of 
Savannah,  for  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  for 
which  yuu  will  obtain  payment,  either  by  sendiog 
to  Savannah  for  the  amount,  or  in  any  other 
mode  that  shall  be  most  convenient  to  your  insti- 
tution. As  this  accommodation,  id  relation  to 
the  revenue  collected  at  Savannah,  is  the  onir 
one,  in  relation  to  the  transmission  of  the  pabiie 
moneys,  demanded  by  the  Treasury  from  the 
State  Bank,  I  shall  expect  it  to  be  contioaed,'  aod 
that  the  bank  will,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  pub- 
lic moneys  accumulate  at  Savannah,  and  as  it 
may  beconie  necessary  to  draw  for  them  in  their 
favor,  take  the  necessary  ineasures,  at  their  own 
expense,  of  obtaining  the  payment  of  such  drafts 
from  thence.    I  am,  respeetUilly,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Felix  Warlgt,  Esq., 

President  State,  Bank^  Charleston, 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

[Comniunicat^to  the  House,  January  39,  isa] 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  the  HonorabU  tkt 
House  of  RqtreaentaHves  of  the  Uniitd  Stsiet  m 
Congress  aesembled,  the  Direetore  of  the  New  Ib^ 
shire  Iron  Factory  Company  (>eg  lease  respedjw^ 
to  represent  .• 

That  said  company  own  a  very  valuable  bed  of 
primitive  iron  ore,  in  the  town  of  Concord,  in  lh« 
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OBotv  of  GrtfipD,  md  State  of  N«w  Htmptbire ; 
j)d  toat  said  coropaoy  have  expended  a  large 
om  of  money  in  ereeting  furnaces,  forges^  and 
Qachioery,  in  the  town  of  Fraaconiai,  in  ttieaame 
ouQty,  for  the  purpose  of  mannfacturiDg  bar  iron 
,od  various  sorts  of  cast  iron  ware ;  that  their 
rorks  have  been  in  operation  for  more  than  three 
nn,  but,  owing  to  the  high  price  of  labor,  and 
he  low  price  they  been  obliged  to  receive  for  their 
sanufactares,  the  said  eonapany  have  nerer  real- 
ted  ooe  dollar,  for  the  use  of  tneir  capital  stock, 
rbich  amounts  to  more  than  one  hundred  ihou- 
lod  dollars ;  and  that  thev  have  but  little  pros* 
fct  of  makinff  their  works  profitable,  or  worth 
arsuiog,  while  European  manufactures^  of  the 
ime  kind,  can  be  imported  and  sold  in  this  eoun- 
ry,  for  the  prices  at  which  they  have  been  sold, 
ar  several  years  past. 

They  therefore  pray,  that,  wlien  commerce  is 
iboriD^  under  great  embarrassments,  from  the 
presMve  measures  of  belligerent  Powers,  that 
x)ogre8s,  in  their  wisdom,  would  extend  their 
ostering  aid  and  encouragement  to  American 
MDufactures,  by  imposing'  heavy  duties  on  all 
ipported  hollow  iron  ware,  and  shapes  of  various 
:iDds,an  abundant  supply  of  whicii,  with  proper 
ocouragemeol,  may  be  cast  in  our  own  country. 
Phis,  we  believe,  will  afford  to  merchants  a  pros- 
«ct  of  employing  part  of  their  capital,  withdrawn 
rem  the  ocean,  (o  some  advantage,  in  establish* 
Dg,  aod  carrying  on,  useful  manufactories.  And, 
s  JQ  daty  bound,  will  ever  pray  the  New  Hamp* 
hire  Iron  Factory  Gompaiiy,  by  their  directors. 
EBEN'R  BECKFORD,  and  olhen. 
Salem,  January  16, 1812. 


considerations,  so  eonneeted  with  individual  and 
genecal  good,  and  so  according  with  the  system 
adopted  by  Congress,  for  promoting  the  manufac- 
tories of  our  country,  and  30  congenial  with  the 
spirit  of  the  nation,  that  we  ^hall  forbear  expres- 
sing much  on  the  subject. 

We,  therefore,  submit  to  your  consideration  the 
propriety  of  adopting  such  measures  as  may  be 
promotive  of  encouraging  the  maniifactory,  and 
use,  of  malt  liquors,  in  the  United  States* 

MURRAY  db  MILBANK,  and  ahm. 

New  York,  \9t  mo,^  19,  {Jaamary)  1B12. 


[CommnniGated  to  the  HoosCy  Februaiy  3, 1812.] 

%  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreuntaiives  in  Congresi  assembled '* 

The  subscribers,  brewers  of  malt  liquor,  in  the 
ity  of  New  Y^rk,  having  long  had  to  encounter 
rith  many  impediments  to  the  extension  of  their 
osiness,  so  as  to  render  it  profitable  either  to 
beraseives,  or  as  an  useful  branch  of  manufactory 
}  the  community  at  large,  take  the  liberty  to  sug- 
est  to  Congress,  that,  while  the  consumption  of 
rdent  spirits  continues  to  form  so  common  a 
riok,  for  the  generality  of  people,  particularly 
moog  the  laboring  part  of  society,  it  will  oper- 
te  against  the  use  of  malt  liquors,  which  circum«- 
^oce.  together  with  the  quantity  of  foreign  beer 
eretofore  imported,  has  lessened  the  consumption 
r  the  article  manufactured  at  home,  and  which, 
i  the  event  of  the  intercourse  being  opened,  may 
?aiii  be  the  ease. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  we  are  induced 
>  solicit  the  attention  of  Congress,  in  order  that 
)Die  legislative  aid  and  encouragement  may  be 
Sbrded  in  the  premises. 

It  is  not  for.  us  to  expatiate  on  the  benefits 
^bich  may  result  to  the  community,  as  to  the 
reference,  in  point  of  health,  which  malt  liquor 
lay  have  to  that  of  ardent  spirits,  or  of  the  pol- 
'Y  of  encouraging  the  one,  and  of  discouraging 
te  other,  even  in  a  moral  j^oint  of  view;  these  are 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  Mardi  6,  1812.] 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentO' 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  underufrit' 
ten  citizens  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  respeftfuUy 
represent 

^  That  we  have  lately  observed,  among  the  va- 
rious applications  to  Congress,  on  the  subject  of 
commerce,  petitions  for  the  importation  of  wire 
from  Great  Britain,  on  a  suggestion,  as  we  be- 
lieve, altogether  unfounded,  that  a  supply  of  wire 
cannot  be  made  in  the  United  States,  and  that 
such  importation  is  necessary  to  our  infant  man- 
ufactories. We  therefore  beg  leave  to  state,  that, 
since  the  first  of  August  last,  we  have  erected, 
in  the  towns  of  Simsbury  and  Winchester,  in 
this  State,  two  manufactories  for  making  iron 
wire,  wherein,  without  any  previous  knowledge 
of  the  business,  we  have  succeeded  in  making  the 
various  species  of  iron  wire,  of  the  best  quality, 
from  native  ore,  which  with  suitable  encourage- 
ment, mav  be  increased  to  any  quantity  required| 
and  afforded  at  a  moderate  price. 

We  therefore  humbly  request,  that,  instead  of 
allowing  the  importation  of  wire,  as  heretofore, 
free  of  duty,  whenever  the  importation  thereof 
may  be  again  allowed,  it  may  be  done  on  payment 
of  such  (fttties  aa^o  your  honors  may  appear  rea- 
sonable.   And,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

SAMUEL  HEADLEY  &.  Co. 

WADS  WORTH,  ALLYN  dt  Co. 

As  a  proof  of  our  success,  we  enclose  herewith, 
two- samples  of  card  wire,  made  in  said  Simsbury. 
Hartforo,  February^  25, 1812. 

From  an  examination  of  several  samples  of  iron 
wire,  made  in  Simsbury  and  Winchester;  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  reputation  of  the  petitioners, 
we  believe  the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing  peti- 
tion are  true. 

JOHN  J.  PETERS,  and  other: 

Hartford,  February^  25^  1812. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  Match  20, 16I2«] 

7b  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent' 
attves  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled^ 
at  thetr  session^  now  in  1812,  the  petition  of  the  sub' 
scribers,  citizens,  inhabitants,  andiron  manufac" 
turers,  in  the  Commonweaith  of  Fennsyhania,  on 
behalf  ofthemeekes  and  others,  humbly  showeth  : 

That,  in  order  to  improve  their  estates,  respee- 
tiv6ly,  as  well  as  to  aid  the  manufactories  of  the 
United  StatcBi  in  g;eaeral,  they  have,  at  large^ 
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expense  erected  a  number  of  furnaces,  forges^ 
rolling  and  slitting  mills,  steel  furnaces,  and  tilt 
hammer  forges,  for  manufacturinsr  iron  and  steel, 
for  the  use  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 

That,  in  common  with  other  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  pursuing  the  same  branches  of 
busine^,  they  expected  a  reward,  by  a  just  and 
reasonable  sale-of  their  productions,  for  the  tx* 
penses  and  industry  necessary  to  erect,  carry  on, 
and  support,  works  of  such  public  utility  to  the 
American  peo|)le. 

That,  to  their  surprise,  they  find  that  tjie  sub- 
jects«of  those  Govern  men  t&,  or  Kingdoms,  in  Eu- 
rope, who  have  endeavored  to  injure,  ir  not  to 
annihilate^  the  commerce  of  the  upited  States, 
are  bringmg  into  the  American  market  their 
wrought  iron,  and  endeavoring  to  undersell  the 
American  manufacturers  of  those  articles,  whilst 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  is  subjected, 
in  those  countries,  to  such  restrictions,  duties,  risk» 
and  danger,  so  as  nearly  to  destroy  all  the  advan- 
tages the  United  States  have  any  right  to  calcu- 
late on  by  commerce. 

Your  petitioners  bes;  leave  further  to  state,  that 
they  have  succeeded  io  their  several  branches  of 
iron  manufacture  equal  to  their  expectations^ 
and  that  the  iron  they  make  is  equal,  if  not  supe- 
rior, to  any  imported  from  beyond  sea,  for  the 
various  purposes  to  which  it  is  necessary  to  apply 
it  in  the  United  States. 

They  therefore  pray  that  the  honorable  the 
Legislature  of  the  United  States  will  afford  them 
protection  to  their  manufactories,  by  law,  laying 
such  countervailing  duties  on  imported  wrought 
^iron,  as  will  secure  a  just  and  reasonable  reward 
to  your  petitioners,  and  others  pursuing  the  same 
business,  or  in  such  way  as  in  your  wisdom  may 
seem  meet. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will 
ever  prayl  . 

DAVID  STEWART,  and  others. 


SINKING  FUND. 

[Communicated  to  the  denate,  February  5«  1812.} 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  re- 
spectfully report  to  Congress  as  follows: 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
by  the  Board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report,  of 
the  2d  of  February,  1811,  so  far  as  the  same  have 
been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  Board,  dated 
the  first  day  of  thepresent  month,  and  in  the  state- 
ments therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
this  report. 

G.  CLINTON,  President  of  Senate, 

J.  MONROE,  Secretary  of  State. 

A.  GALLATIN.  Sec'ry  Treasury. 

WM.  PINKNEY,  Att'y  Gen.  U.  S. 
Wasbikgton,  February  5, 1812. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  re- 
ports to  the  Commissoners  of  the  SinkiDg  Fund : 


Thai  the  balance  of  moneys  advaaoed  on  aecoont  of 
the  public  debt,  remaining  unexpended  at  the  clow 
of  the  year  1809,  and  ftppltca|>le  t»  payments  faUiog 
due  after  that  year,  which  balanoe,  as  cppean  hj  the 
statement  B,  annexed  to  the  last  annual  repmt, 
amounted  to $360,999  6? 

Together  with  llhe  sums  diabuned  from 
the  Treasury,  during  the  year  1810, 
on  acoomit  of  the  prindpai  and  in- 
terest of  the  public  debt,  which  sums, 
as  appears  by  the  statement  G,  an-  < 
nexed  to  the  last  annual  report* 
amounted  to 8,001,97^4;^ 


And  amounting,  together,  to 


•    $8,362,972  I! 


Have  been  accounted  ibr  in  the  following  mtnner : 

I.  There  waa  repaid  into  the  Treaanry,  daring  the  jn' 
1810,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  moneys  hereto- 
fore advanced  for  the  payment  of  the  domestic  debt. 
as  appears  by  the  statement  E,  annexed  to  the  Ii^t 
annual  report,  the  sum  of      -        -  $2,639  T> 

II.  The  sums  actually  applied,  during 
the  same  year,  to  the  payment  of  the' 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt,  as- ascertained  by  i^ccounts  ren- 
defed  to  the  Treasury  Department, 
amounted,  as  will  appear  by  the 
statement  A,  to  seven  millions  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars 
and  fifty  seven  cents,  viz : 

1.  Paid  in  reimbursement  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  debt,  including  the  whole 
of  the  exchanged  six  per  cent  stock 
oatotanding    -        -$5,153,328  16 

3.  Paid  on  account  of 
the  interest  and  char- 
ges on  the  public 
debt       -        -        -    2,703,830  41 


7,8€7,15S  a. 


III.  The  balance  remaining  unexpend- 
ed at  the  dose  of  4he  year  1810,  and 
applicable  to  payments  falling  due 
after  that  year,  as  ascertained  by  ac- 
counts rendered  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  amounted,  as  will  ap- 
pear by  the  statement  B,  to  • 


493,174  K 
$8,36S^7S  n 


7'hat,  during  the  year  1811,  the  following  diibane- 
ments  were  made  out  of  the  Treasury,  on  acooant  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  ts: 
I.  On  account  of  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the 
dome«tic  funded  debt  -  .  -  -  $4,736,092  06 
H.  For  interest  on  temporary  domes- 
tic loans        -        -        -        .        -  69,8tt45 

in.  For  repayment  of  temporary  do- 
mestic bans-        -        .        -        -      2,750,000  Ot' 

IV.  On  account  of  the  interest  on  Lou- 
isiana stock,  and  on  exchanged  and 
converted  stocks  payable  in  Europe        593,I<^  ^• 


Amounting,  together,  as  will  appear 
by  the  annexed  Dst  of  warrants, 


marked  C,  to 


.   $8,148,095  00 
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Which  d]Bbim«lD«nts  were  made  out  of  the  fbUow- 

g  fandfl^  TIE : 

I.  From  the  fisiid«  ooQctttutin^  the  annual  appro- 

rittion  of  eight  miUioos  of  dollaia,  iot  the  year  1811, 

z: 

rom  the  fond  aiising  from  the  interest  on  the  debt 

transferred   to  the  ComioissioDers  of  the  Btnking 

Fund,  as  per  .state- 
ment I,  -         -        -$1,818,374  34 
rom  the  fund  aiiaing 

from    the     sales   of 

public  lands,   being 

the  amount  received 

in  the  Treasury  firom 

Ist  October,  1810,  to 

30th  of  September, 

1811,  per  statement 

K  -        •         -        ■ 
Prom  the  proceeds  of 

duties  on  gooda,  and 

wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported,  -and 

on  the  tonnage  ^of 

vessels   -         •         - 


767,061  23 


6,414,664  43 


U.  From  repayments  into  the  Trea^^ 
ury,  on  account  of  adTances  for  the 
payment  of  dividends  on  the  domes- 
tie  funded  debt,  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  foreign  remittances,  as  will 
appear  by  the  statement  E,  viz  : 

Priocipal  advanced  from  the  Treas- 
ury, repaid     -        -     $146,666  67 

Interest  and  damages 
recovered        -        -  1,428  33 


$8,000,000  00 


That  the  abovementioDed  disburse- 
ments, together  with  the  above  sta- 
ted  balance,  which  remained  unex- 
pended at  the  close  of  the  year 
1810,  of        ...         -         . 

Together  with  a  farther  sum,  ariaiiig 
from  profit  en  remittances  from 
America  to  Europe,  purchased  dur- 
ing the  year  1811,  and  amounting, 
as  will  appear  by  the  statement  D, 
to        .        ....        . 

And,  together,  also,  with  the  fui^ 
ther  8um  of  Je4,900  sterling,  in  bills 
taken  in  payn&eut  of  the  principal 
of  ao  equal  sum  of  protested  bills, 
ac  will  appear  by  the  same  state- 
Dient  D,  and  equal,  at  par,  to 

Making,  together      •        -        - 


148,00l>  00 
8,148,095  00 


498,174  17 


66,726  14 


21,777  78 
$8,719,773  09 


,  ^illbe  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  rejport, 
|n  conformity  with  the  accounts  which  shall  then  have 
^^Tendercd  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

Thst,  in  the  meanwhile,  the  manner  in  which  the 
SBid  sum  has  been  applied,  is  estimated  as  ibllows : 

^  The  repayments  into  the  Treasury,  on  account  of 
tbe  principal,  including  the  amount  of  sundry  bills 
Reived  in  exchange  for  others  previously  purchased, 
^hich  had  been  protested,  have,  during  the  year  181 1, 
^oonted,  as  by  the  abovementioned  statement  B, 
^        «       •       .        -        .        -      $168,44446 


U.  The  sums  actually  applied,  during 
the  year  1811,  to  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  public  uebt,  are  esti- 
mated, as  follows : 

1.  Paid  in  reimbursement  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  public  debt,  and  includ- 
ing the  temporaiy  loan  of  two  mil- 
lions seven  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  obtained  in  1810,  from 
the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States       -        -  $5,643,470  89 

2.  Paid  on  account  of 
interest  and  charges 

on  th6  public  debt  -    2,470,372  06 

As  will  appear  by  the  estimate  F 
III.  The  balance  whi^h  remained  un- 
expended at  the  close  of  the  year 
1811,  and  applicable  to  payments 
fatting  due  after  that  year,  as  per  es- 
timate G,  at  -    '    • 


8,013,842  95 


537,485  69 
$8,719,773  09 


'  That,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fond,  of  April  24,  181 1,  (L,) 
there  was  reimbursed,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1811,  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  act 
of  February  11,  1807,  a  portion  of  the  converted  stock 
created  by  the  third  section  of  that  act,  of  $1,294,452 
29;  which  sum  of  $1,294,452  29,  forms  a  part  of  the 
sum  of  $5,543,470  89,  above  stated,  as  the  amount  of 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt  reimbursed  in  the  year 
1811. 

And  that  the  statement  H  exhibits  the  amount.of 
stock  transferred  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in 
trust  for  said  States,  and  standing  to  their  credit  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  Slat  December,  1811,  no 
stock  having  been  transferred  in  payment  for  lands 
during  the  year  1811. 

All  which  is  respectluUy  submitted. 

-  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

TBEAsunr  Difabtxz^t,  Feb*  1,  1812. 


SUSPENSION  OF   PAYMENT  OF   CERTAIN 

BILLS. 

[Communicated  to  .the  House,  April  6, 1612.] 

Committee  Room,  March  4,  1812. 

Sia :  Your  several  iettera,  of  December  29th, 
and  of  the  25th  uU.,  in  relation  to  sundry  bills 
drawn  by  Mr.  Armstrong  upon  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  in  favor  of  the  Cashier  of  the 
French  Treasury^  for  the  amount  of  certainclaims, 
arising  under  the  Louisiana  convention,  in  favor 
of  American  citizens,  have  been  received,  and, 
with  the  (locuments  accompanying  them,  submit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Ways  anii  Meaos. 

I  am  in$trucCed  by  the  committee  to  iaform 
you,  as  the  result  of  their  consideration,  that,  in 
the  present  state  of  that  transaction,  and  from  a 
view  of  the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  pre-^ 
sented  to  them^  they  have  deemed  it  their  duty 
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8u§pennon  rf  Pajfwtent  of  certain  Bills. 


.i.  .J. 


not  to  iaterfere  in  the  regular  coarse  of  aecoa)it« 
ability  to  which  it  ijs  now. subject. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be.  db?. 

EZBRllEL  BACON. 
1  Hon,  A.  Gallatin,  Sec'y  Treamry^ 


Treascrt  Department,  Feb,  25, 1813« 
Sir.:  1  had  the  honor,  on  the2()  December  last, 
to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Armstrong's 
accounts,  and  now  enclose  a  letter  lately  received 
from  him. 

Permit  me  to  remind  the  committee,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  bound  to  pay  the 
bills  drawn  by  the  Minister :  and  that  tne  law 
having  vested  him  with  no  discretion  in  that  re- 
spect the*  bills  alluded  to  in  my  former  letter  will 
be  paid  whenever  presented  for  that  purpose.  If, 
therefore,  it  is  the  opioion  of  the  committee  that 
they  should  not  be  paid,  a  law  to  tha^  effect  is 
necessary.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  be  intended 
that  they  should  be  paid,  a  law  is  equally  requi- 
site to  authorize  the  accounting  officers  to  credit 
Mr.  Armstrong  for  the  amount.  The  detention 
of  the  bills  in  France  (for  causes  not  known  at 
the  Treasury)  having  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
obtain  the  sense  of  Congress  on  the  subject,  it 
would  seem  hard  bot  to  decide  on  it :  for,  if  no  de- 
cision be  made,  the  bills  will  be  paid,  and  Mr.  Arm- 
strong will  remain  accounlable  for  the  amount ; 
whilst,'  on  the  contrary,  he  has  no  interest  in  the 
nature  of  the  decision,  provided  it  shall  be  made, 
since  it  is  immaterial  to  him  whether  the  hiiln  be 
refused  payment,  in  which  case  he  will  not  be 
charged  at  all,  or  whether,  being  paid,  he  receives 
credit  for  their  amount. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

*P.  S,  I  would  wish  to  be  enabled  to  inform 
Mr.  Armatrong  whether  his  presence  be  thought 
necessary. 

Hon.  EzBKiEL  Bacon,  CAatrmon,  ^e. 


Reo  Hook,  lih  February,  1812. 
Dear  Sir  :  Not  having  yet  seen  a  reference  to 
any  coibmittee  of  Congress,  of  that  part  of  my 
bill  account  which  you  nave  not  hitherto  thought 
yourself  authorized  to  settle  without  the  inter- 
vention of  that  body,  and  seeing  much  new  busi- 
ness growing  up  for  you,  I  begin  to  fear  that  the 
present  session,  like  the  last,  will  pass  over  with- 
out obtaining  a  decision  on  this  subject.  If  Con- 
gress should  not  approre  the  arrangement  made 
between  the  Minister  of  the  French  Treasury 
and  myself,  which  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Cashier  Qeneral,  bills  to  a  certain  amount^  for  the 
Durpose  of  discfaarffing  a  given  number  of  speci- 
ned  claims  which  had  been  liquidated  in  the  or- 
dinary form,  hut  which,  from  various  causes,  had 
not,  after  a  lapse  of  more  than  two  years,  been 
paid  to  the  claimants,  it  la  important  that  they 
should  do  so  white  they  have  a  power  over  the 
funds.  In  this  case  they  could,  by  their  Minister 
in  Parfs,  institute  a  new  nefg^otiatron,  and  give 
such  other  form  to  the  business  aathey  might 
think  safer  and  better  than  that  which  had  been 
adopted.     You  will  remember,  that,  when  at 


Washington.  I  pressed  the  reference  oa  tbisgroQad, 
and  even  inviied  ypu  to  suspend  the  payment  of  I 
the  bills,  should  they  arrive,  until  the  direetiooi  I 
of  Congress  should  be  procured.  This,  you  tliei 
thought,  yon  had  no  power  to  do,  which  gsfe*  I 
and  continues  .to  give  to  the  affair,  an  impertsnce. 
a«  it  relates  to  myself,  which  most  be  my  apology 
for  pressing  it  again  on  your  notice,  if  you  will ! 
have  the  kindness  to  advise  me  of  the  time  yos 
mean  to  offer  it  to  the  committee,  I  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  go  to  Washington,  and  carry  with  me  all  | 
that  part  of  my  correspondence  with  the  Freoch 
QovernmenL  which  has  any  relation  to  the  sob* 
ject.  There  is,  I  find,  much  of  it,  and  I  woali 
choose  |o  be  the  bearer  of  it  myself.  When  I 
recollect  the  labor  and  vexation  I  have  already 
had  fa  executing  the  convention ;  that  it  vas  t 
duty  altogether  wide  of  my  ministerial  foncuas^ 
and  entirely  without  remuneration  of  any  kind; 
I  do  think  (as  you  have  very  frankly  acknowledg- 
ed in  one  of  your  letters  to  -me)  that  I  ought  to 
be  as  little  embarrassed  by  it,  hereafter,  as  posi- 
ble.  To  me,  no  embarrassment  coald  have  insn, 
had  the  reference  been  mada  as  you  promised  ud 
intended,  at  the  last  session  of  Congre»;  because, 
at  th&t  time,  the  remedy,  whatever  it  might  bare 
been,  would  have  been  interposed  before  the  bills 
were  presented  and  paid,  and  of  course  before  aof 
charge  of  them  against  nie  could  have  been  made. 
Had  Congress  approved  the  arrangement,  there 
would  have  been  an  end  of  the  business ;  had  they 
disapproved  it,  they  must,  at  the  same  time,  have 
interdicted  the  payment  of  the  bills.  In  either 
case,  therefore,  I  should  have  been  at  my  ease. 
Whether,  however,  the  bills  have,  or  have  oot, 
been  paid  since,  I  moat  entreat  you  to  delay  the 
reference  no  longer.  This  I  hare  a  ri^ht  to  claim, 
as  well  from  your  good  will  as  your  justice,  aod 
in  both  I  have  entire  confidence. 

I  should  be  much  obliged,  if,  in  acknowledgia? 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  you  would  be  good 
enough  to  state  whether  the  bills  iu  question  bare 
arrived  and  been  paid. 

With  very  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am.  Ac. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Hon.  Albert  Galuitin. 


Treasury  Dai>ABTiiEiiT,  Dec  2, 1811. 

Sir:  Mr.  Armstrong,  in  conformity  with  tbe 
second  section  of  the  act  of  November  10, 1803, 
*^  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Government  of  Prance.** 
dx.,  had  been  charged  with  the  whole  amoaatbf 
bills  drawn  under  the  Louisiana  Convention.  As 
that  instrument  contained  a  provision  which  made 
the  French  Government  the  final  judge  of  all  the 
claims,  Mr.  Armstrong  has  beeii  credited,  on  pro- 
ducittg,  as  his  voucher,  a  certificate  from  that 
Government,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed  in  the 
papers  now  transmitted.  In  point  of  form,  bow- 
ever,  there  has  been,  in  one  instance,  a  deviauoa 
from  the  Convention,  which  renders  thesaactioa 
of  Congress  necessary,  before  the  accounts  eaa 
be  finallv  settled. 

In  order  to  close  the  transaction,  Mr.  Ara- 
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Strongs  and  the  Minister  of  the  French  Treasury 
entered  into  an  a^eemeat  for  the  disposition  of  a 
sum  of  196,658  43  francs,  which  was  the  nnap* 
plied  balance  of  the  twenty  milliODs  payable  by 
the  cooreation  on  accoant  of  American  claims. 
The  aceonntinjg^  offieers  of  the  Treasury  do'  not 
consider  ihemselTes  authorized  to  credit  Mr. 
Armstroog  for  the  amount  of  the  bills  drawn  by 
firtoe  of  that  agreement,  principally  because  a 
portion  (amounting  to  115,534.41  fraacs)  is  drawn 
ID  favor  of  the  Cashier  of  the  French  Treasury ^ 
for  certain  claims  which  the  French  Government 
bag,  OQ.that  account,  assumed  to  pay,  instead  of 
!}eiDg  drawn,  according  to  the  convention,  in  fa-^ 
rorof  the  claimants  themselves.  And'  for  the 
iame  reason,  a  doubt  arises  whether  those  bills, 
vbich  have  not  yet  been  presented  for  payment, 
)U£ht  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasury. 

The  objections,  together  with  Mr.  Armstrong's 
'xplanations  of  tne  arrangement,  are  enclosed. 

Alihoagh  these  embrace  some  other  collateral 
)oiDts,  the  agreement  above  stated  is  the  only  one 
irKler  the  consideration  of  the  Treasury,  and 
vhlcb  prevents  a  final  settlemeat. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  it  bad,  once  before, 
)eeo  necessary  to  ^apply  for  a  similar  legiUative 
anction,  which  was  given  by  -the  act  of  April 
itb,  1806.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Hon.  Exekiel  Bacon, 

Chairman  Comn^iitee  Wayt  and  Means 


Treasurt  Depari^ment,  April  2, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  be  obliged,  oace  more,  to  trou- 
ble yoa  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Armstrong's  at* 
ouQt.  But  you  will  perceive,  from  the  enclosed 
xtract  of  his  letter  to  me  of  the  19th  ult.,  that 
le  has  received  information  that  a  part  of  the 
ills,  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  Cashier  General 
f  the  French  Treasury,  has  been  diverted  from 
he  objects  of  the  agreement,  and  been  vested  in 
person  who  was  not  a  claimant  under  the  con* 
ention. 

The  inference  drawn  from  that  fact  by  Mr. 
Lrmsirong  is,  that  it  authorizes  the  Secretary  of 
be  Treasury  to  refuse  the  payment,  of  the  hills 
Qtil  evidence  shall  be  given,  that  the  terms  .of 
be  agreement^  on  the  part  of  France,  have  been 
i]16iled.  But,  with  that  agreement,  the  Treasu- 
7  has  nothing  to  do,  and  its  decision  cannot  be 
Sected  by  the  fulfilment  er  non-fulfilment  of 
bose  terms,  on  the  part  of  France.  Provided  the 
ills  are  drawn  by  the  Minister  of  the  United 
(tates  at  Paris,  and  provided  they  are,  on  the  face 
bereof,  expressed  to  be  drawn  under  the  conven- 
ion,  and  are  duly  endorsed  by  the  person  in 
rhose  favor  drawn,  ihey  fjn<^  be  paid  at  the 
I'reasury.  Yet  it  would  be  very  unpleasant  for 
be  Secretary  to  be  placed  in  that  situation,  after 
be  information  received  from  Mr.  Armstrong. 
Ud  as  this  information  affords  solid  ground  why 
be  payment  of  the  bills  should  be  suspended  un- 
il  evidence,  as  above-mentioned,  shall  have  been 
eceived,  it  seems  proper  to  lay  again  the  subject 
efore  the  Commiltee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who 
12th  Con.  1st  Skss.— -66 


may,  if  they  view  the  new  fact,  now  communi* 
cated,  in  the  same  manner,  propo&e  a  provision, 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. to  re- 
fuse or  suspend  the  payment  of  the  bills. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN.   . 
Hon.  EzcxiBL  Bacon, 

Chairman  Committee  Ways  and  Means. 


Extract  of  a  letter  feom  Genera]  Armstrong  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  dated  Red  Hook,  19th  March« 
1818. 

"  i  hare  received  information  recently  fronv 
France  which  essentially  alters  its  circumstances,* 
and  will,  1  think,  make  a  ministerial  injunction, 
on  the  payment  of  the  bills  drawn  to  the  order 
oi  the  Cashier  General,  both  proper  and  neces- 
sary, until  evidence  shall  be  given,  that  the  terms 
of  the  agreement  on  the  part  of  France  have 
been  fulfilled.  The  substance  of  this  information 
is,  that  part  of  these  bills  have  been  diverted  from 
the  objects  of  the  ^g^eement^  and  been  actually 
vested  in  a  person  of  the  name  of  Daucby,  who 
was  not  a  claimant  under  the  conveiition,  either 
in  his  own  right  or  in  that  of  another.  Iq  this 
information  I  have  the  most  entire  confidence. 
The  man  who  gives  it  cannot  mistake,  and  will 
not  deceive.  If  anything  in  the  form  of  an  affi- 
davit, with  regard  to  the  facts  of  my  being  pos- 
sessed of  such  information,  or  of  my  belief  that 
it  may  be  relied  upon,  is  requisite,  it  shall  be  im- 
mediately furnished." 

A. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  General  Armstrong,  dated  September  4,  1809. 

"  There  are  several  bills  drawn  in  the  name  of 
the  Cashier  General  of  the  publ;c  Treasury,  with- 
out any  indication  of  the  claim,  or  on  whose  ac- 
count they  are  drawn.  As  be  could  have  no  right 
to  draw  bills  in  his  own  name,  the  claim,  out  of 
which  they  arose  ought  to  be  made  known  lo  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

^*  The  last  claim  on  the  second  French  list, 
which  is  made  to  include  the  whole  balance  re- 
maining undrawn  of  the  twenty  millions  of  francs, 
appears  to  have  been  left  by  the  Emperor  to  be 
drawn  for  in  any  name  you  should  designate  under 
certain  conditions.  The  nature  of  this  transac- 
tion, the  claims  which  this  sum  is  intended  to 
satisfy,  and  the  persons  who  are  entitled  to  the 
money,  must  be  explained  before  you  can  be  dis- 
charged regularly  at  the  Treasury  from  the 
amount.  It  must  also  be  sfhown  that  Mr.  Warden, 
in  whose  name  the  bills  have  been  drawn,  has 
paid  over  the  money  to  the  persons  entitled  to 
receive  it." 


B, 

Paris,  February  Qth,  1810. 
Sib:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  September  last, 
having  made  the  detour  of  Amsterdam,  did  not 


*CiroiiBislaQeea  of  tlie  case* 
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reach-  me  till  within  the  last  week.  The  varia- 
tiODs.  which  you  state  between  the  general  list  of 
Touchers  and  my  bills  drawn  on  the  Treasury, 
have  arisen  principally  from  a  desire  of  cierks  in 
,  the  French  bureau  to  abridge  their  own  labor. 
It  becomes  a  duty,  on  my  part,  therefore  to  gire 
you  entire  copies  of  the  original  vouchers  on 
which  the  seven  bills  noted  by  you  as  requiring 
explanation  have  been  drawn,  as  well  as  cf  those 
on  which  payments  have  been  made  to  thex)rder 
of  the  Cashier  General  of  the  French  Treasury. 
To  these  you  will  find  subjoined,  an  explanation 
of  the  final  arrangement  of  the  Louisiana  busi- 
ness ;  the  claims  which  have  been  satisfied  by  it; 
the  names  of  the  persons  for  whose  use  the  bills 
have  been  paid ;  and  lastly,  the  proof  that  Mr. 
Warden  has  paid  them.  Hoping  that  this  expla- 
nation will  discharge  me  from  all  responsibility 
in  the  case, 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  consideration,  &c.  - 

.  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Hon.  Albert  GallatiNj  dbc. 

No.  61.  The  Minister  of  the  Public  Treasury, 
charged  with  the  execution  of  the  Convention 
of  the  lOih  Flor6al,  year  11,  (30  April,  1803,) 
certifies  to  General  Armstrong,  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States, 

That,  by  decision  of  fiis  Imperial-  Majestyrthe 
liquidation  of  livres  164,301,15.5  (francs  182,- 
248.4)  made  in  the  name  of  Eric  Gladd,  is  re- 
duced to  one-half}  that  the  francs  dl,124.2,  form- 
ing the  other  half,  and  chargeable  upon  the  twenty 
millions,  remain  at  the  free  disposal  of  General 
Armstrong,  under  condition:  1.  That  Mr.  Mit^ 
chell  shall  no  longer  have  the  right  to  claim,  from 
the  Public  Treasury,  the  14,000  francs  which  re- 
mained to  be  paid,  of  the  20,000  allowed  to  him 
by  the  former  ilecision  of  His  Majesty.  2.  That 
the  claim  made,  in  the  name  of  Maurice  Giraud, 
arising  out  of  contracts  made4)etween  the  agents 
for  the  subsistence  of  Paris  and  him,  in  the  year 
4,  shall  remain  extinguished,  without  being  capa- 
ble, under  any  circumstances,  of  being  renewed, 
against  the  French  Government,  either  by  the 
said  Giraud,  or  by  any  other  person  in  his  right. 

That  the  francs  81,124.2  to  which  Eric  Gladd's 
liquidation  is  reduced,  and  the  francs  14,000  re* 
maininff  of  the  sum  previously  allowed  to  Mit- 
chell, shall  be  paid  to  the  Public  Treasury,  mak- 
ing       -•-.-.     Francs  95.U24.2 


534.41,  the  Public  Treasury  will  stand  bound  to 
acquit  the  claims  which  may  be  made  in  the 
names.of  Eric  Gladd,  John  Clark,  Leighton,  Tup- 
per  dc  Piatt.  Perron,  «nd  Goix. 

That  this  sum  of  15,534.41.  and  the  81 1^02 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  General  Arm$troD|. 
oomplete  the  amount  of  American  claims  liquid- 
ated and  chargeable  on  the  twenty  millions;  that 
the  convention  of  the  10th  of  Flor^,  year  11 
will  thus  be  definitely  executed,  and  the  paymeoi 
of  the  twenty  millions  entirely  completed. 

Divinon  of  the  hilU  to  be  de&vertd. 

Three  bQls  of  25,000  ....    75.000  OCi 

One  do. 26.534  41 

One  do.       -  ■ 14^000  fri 

FrancM  115.534  41 


The  Count  of  the  Empire, Minister  of  the  Pat- 
lie  Treasury,  MOLLIE.V 
Public  Treascrt,  February  21, 1809. 

Ministry  of  the  Pubuc  Treaburt. 

Paris,  Mareh  14, 1809. 

Sir  :  I  have  received,  from  your  EIxcellencY. 

your  letter  of  the  10th  of  this  month,  the  five  bill' 

to  the  order  of  (he  Cashier  of  the  Public  Trp«- 

^ury,  together,  frs.  115^34.41,  which  were  to  be 

Delivered  conformably  to  the  decision  of  Hi; 
laksty.  MOLLIE.N. 

His  Mxcellenc^  Gen.  ARMSTRONe. 


That  the  same  course  shall  be  taken  with  the 

undermentioned  liquidations,  which  have*not  yet 

been  claimed :        -       *       .  .    95,124  02 

No.  27.  John  Clark,    -  -  -      2,768  32 

58.  Samuel  Leighton,     -  -    11,626  39 

141,  Tupper  A;  Plait,         -  -      3.132  01 

392,  Perron,    -        .         .  .      i,983  15 

395.  ?{icholas  Goix,  -  -         900  52 

Francs  115,534  41 


By  the  delivery  of  bills  drawn  to  the  order  of 
the  Cashier  GeAeralj  for  the  sum  of  fraJiCi  115,- 


Explanation  in  the  last  article  in  the  general  voacfaf 

No.  2. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1808,  many  dii- 
culti^s  arose  with  regard  to  the  applicatioo  uf 
what  remained  of  the  Louisiana  fond.    A  pfo- 

gositioOf  founded  on  the  exclusive  right  of  the 
'rcnch  Government  to  this  balance,  was  received 
by  me,  and  promply  reelected,  A  second  prop* 
sition,  N.O.  1,  followed,  less  objectionable,  iodeed. 
but  sufficiently  so  to  be  rejected  also.  This  let- 
ter, apparently,  left  to  me  the  power  of  applriag 
the  sum  gained  to  the  fund,  on  the  redociioD  of 
Gladd's. claim,  but  really  appropriated  that  sum 
to  those  of  Dauchy  and  Swan,  neither  of  which 
had  received  my  approbation.  A  third  proposi- 
tion. No.  2,  was  then  offered,  which  left  neihioff 
in  controversy  between  Mr.  MoUieo,aDd  myselt. 
but  the  payment  to  Dauchy  of  14,000  frs.*  Be- 
lieving that  this  was  not  a  point  to  higgle  upon, 
extremely  anxious  to  close  the  business,  aod  fear- 
ful lest  a  too  ffreat  tenaciousness  might  defeit 
its  own  object.  I  adopted  the  last  propositioo.  (in* 
sisrting  the  two  articles. underscored)  and  trao^ 
mitted  it  to  the  Minister,  officially,  with  my  letter. 
No.  3,  of  the  16th  February,  1809.  On  tee  21s: 
of  that  month,!  received  his  answer, No.  4.  Toe 
voucher  on  the  same  day  by  Mr.  Moilieo,  and 
the  payment  by  me,  on  the  10th  of  March,  p.  1^* 
were  the  conseouences  of  their  ariangemeo- 
It  remains,  therefore,  only  to  show  what  was  the 

*This  very  thing  had  already  protracted  the  ssole- 
meat  q^9  year. 
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ippropriatioQ  of  the  balance  of  81,104f.  4c.,  which 
bad  been  pot  by  their  arrangemeot,  at  my  dispo- 
sitioa.  This  was  as  follows,  yiz :  to  John  Holmes, 
claimant  for  supplies  of  provisions^  5,000f. ;.  to 
John  Mitchell,  do.,  for  supplies,  do.,  furnished 
tiiroai^h  Perotise,  14,000f. ;  to  Joseph  Russelli 
for  ship  Fame,  62,000f.  In  making  this  division, 
[  was  guided  altogether  by  the  nature  of  these 
leTeral  claims,  their  extent,  and  |he  deffr^  to 
vfaich  they  had  been  already  satisfied.'  Besides, 
)f  the  sum  granted  to  Mr^Russell,  Uiere  has  been 
ftained  (as  stated  in  a  former  letter)  25^000f.  so 
bat  the  sums  actually  paid  have  been — 
5.124  francs,  4  centimes,  in  behalf  of  Holmes, 
14,000  do  .  -  io  behalf  of  Mitchell, 
37,000  do  -  .  in  behalf  of  Russeil. 
The  first  and  last  of  these  sums  were  paid  to  the 
ittorney  of  Russell  and  Holmes,  (Mr.  O'Mealy,) 
t  copy  of  whose  receipt  is  annexed,  No.  5^  and 
^Ir.  Warden,  being  himself  the  attbrney  of  Mitch- 
11,*  made  such  payments  on  his  account  as. had 
leeo  directed  by  him. 


5.  The  Minister  of  the  Treasury  will  obtain 
upon  all  this,  the  ideas  of  His  Majesty,  whose 
approbation  cannot  be  doubted,  when  the  two 
Ministers  shall  have  amed;  and,  the  appro- 
bation once  given,  the  Louisiana  affair  will  be 
irrevocably  completed. 


No.  2. 


No.  1. 


The  following  afe  the  principles  on  which  we 
Qay  now  hope  to  terminate  the  Louisiana  affair : 

1.  There  remains  a  disposable  sum  of  14,000frs. 
rhich  may  serve^.to  pay  Mr.  Mitchell,  The 
red  it  of  Dauchy,  for  which  that  sum  was  in- 
ended,  may  be  provided  for  out  of  the  funds 
aeationed  below. 

2.  There  are  four  credits  not  claimed  y  those 
f  Gladd,  Leighton,Tupper  and  Piatt,  and  Goix. 
'hat  of 'Oladd,  including  the  interest,  amounts 
)  the  sum  of  162,634.68  frs.  That  may  be  di- 
ided  in  equal  moieties ;  the  credits  of  Leighton 
Dd  the  others*  to  remain  entire  to  the  Treasury. 
lod  it  may  be  stated,  that,  with  one-half  of 
rladd's  credit,  and  the  whole  of  Leighton's  and 
le  others,  the  public  Treasury  shall  be  charged 
>  meet,  in  the  most  convenient  manner,  the  final 
[aims  which  may  be  made  by  the  parties  inter- 
M,  without  the  Qovernment  of  the  United 
tates  being,  in  any  event,  liable  to  be  called 
poo  for  them. 

To  complete  this  operation.  General  Arpi- 
roog  shall  deliver  bills  to  the  Treasury,  drawn 
1  the  name  of  the  Cashier  General,  for  the 
nount  agreed  upon. 

3.  Of  the  other  half  of  Gladd's  liquidation, 
Boantiog  to  81,317f.,  it  shall  be  expressed  that 
tr.  Armstrong  is  to  make  the  following  apolica- 
OQ :  14,000  frs.  to  pay  Dauchy,  and  the  balance 
>r  the  discharge  of  Maurice  Giraud.  who  shall 
Klare  that  h^  renounces  all  future  demands,  in 
ly  way,  upon  the  French  Government. 

4.  The  proposition  for  the  arrangement  upon 
lese  terms,  is  to  be  made  by  Mr.  Armstrcmg, 
ho  may  take  advantage  of  the  intentions  of  his 
overnment,  which  has  manifested  a  wish  that 
e  liquidation. of  Gladd  should  be  reduced. 

*Mr.  Mit^Il,  being  now  in  the  United  Stotes,  wiU 
▼e  to  Mr.  Gallmtitt  such  further  information  on  this 
>ad  as  he  may  wiih« 


The  Louisiana  liquidation  may  be  finished  as 
follows : 

1.  The  14,000  fcs.,  still  to  be  disposed  of,  shajll 
remain  to  the  Treasury. 

2.  The  little  liquidations  of  Leighton,  Tupper 
and  Piatt,  and  Goix.  shall  remain  to  the  Treasury, 
to  be  paid  over  to  the  claimants. 

3.  The  liquidation  xxnd^t  the  name  of  Gladd, 
amounting  to  163,891  frs.  shall  be  divided  into 
equal  moieties.  One  of  these  moieties,  amount- 
ing to  81,945.50  frs,  shall  be  paid  to  Gkn^ral 
Armstrong;  to  be  disposed  of  as  he  shall  think 
proper. 

4.  General  Armstrong  shall  deliver  to  the  Trea- 
sury, bills  drawn  in  favor  of  the  Cashier  Genera), 
for  the  14,000  frs.  the  little  liquidation  of  Leigh* 
ton,  Tupper  and  Piatt,  and  Qoix,  and  for  the 
81,945.56  frs. 

5.  He  shall,  in  like  manner,  place  fn  the  hands; 
and  draw  in  favor  of  D.  B.  Warden,  bills  atnount- 
ing  to  the  sum  of  81,945.50  frs.  for  account  of 
Mitchell  and  others. 

6.  It  shall  be  stated,  that  neither  Mitchell, 
nor  Maurice  Giraud,  are,  hereafter,  under  any 
pretence,  to  make  a  claim  against  the  Public 
Treasury. 

7.  The  Minister  of  the  Public  Treasury  j^hall 
furnish  Mr*  Armstrong  with  a  general  authority 
for  the  above  payments,  conformably  to  the  de- 
cision which  may  be  given  by  Hia  Majesty,  and 
in  the  ordinary  form.* 


Pari8.  February  1, 1809. 

Sir  :  I, have  the  honor  of  submitting  a  propo- 
sitionf  to  your  Excellency,  the  object  of  which 
is  to  bring  to  a  close  the  very  protracted  business 
of  the  convention  of  1803.  Should  it  meet  your 
Excellency's  approbation,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
take  the  step  necessary  to  give  it  execution. 
Should  you  disapprove  it,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
signify  your  disapprobation.    Accept,  dbc. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


MtMISTRT  or  THE  PuBLIC  TRBASaRT, 

Paris,  Felmmry  14,  1809. 

Sir:  The  mode  proposed  by  your  ExceHency, 
for  completing  the  payment  of  the  twenty  mil- 
lions, has  been  approved  by  His  Majesty.  I  re- 
joice at  liiy  concurrence  in  the  adoption  of  mea- 
sures which  go  to  terminate,  definitely,  and  to 
our  mutual  satisfaction,  the  execution  of  the  con- 
viention  of  the  10th  Flor^al,  year  11. 

*  This  article,  and  article  No.  6,  were  the  articles 
added  by  me. 
t  This  was  pioposition  No.  S. 
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Lhave  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  I 
the  certificate  containing  its  details.   I  pray*  your 
Excellency  to  accept,  dbc.  MOLLIeN.    , 

The  Minister,  &rC.,  of  the  U.  S. 

C. 

Trbasurt  Department,  JVt>v.  1, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  b«7e  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  statement  of  your  account  (for  bills  drawn 
under  the  Louisiana  Convention)  as  adjusted  by 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  copies 
of  two  statements  therein  referred  to.  You  will 
perceive  that  the  two  sums  suspended,  and  not 
yet  carried  to  your  credit,  consist,  lsl,of  the  bills 
Which  have, not  yet  been  paid;  2dly,  of  the 
amount  drawn  in  favor  of  Mr.  Warden,  under 

Jour  arrangement  of  February,  1809,  with  Mr. 
[oUien.  Sut  neither  ar^  you,  or  can  vou,  be 
charged  with  the  first  item,  until  the  bills  shall 
have  been  paid  at  the  Treasury.  The'  only  point, 
therefore,  on  which  the  accounting  officers  wish 
some  further  explanation,  is  that  of  the  arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  MoUien ;  it  being  doubted  whe- 
ther (however  proper  it  may  have  been  in  itself 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case)  it  is  in 
conformity  with  the  convention;  and  whether, 
therefore,  they  can  legally  give  you  credit  for  the 
amount  paid  at  the  Treasury  in  consequence 
thereof.    1  have  the  honor  be,  du;. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
His  Exc'y  John  Armstrong. 


Notes  on  Mr.  Armstrong's  letter  of  Februaiy  6,  1810, 
containing  explanations  Upon  the  points  stated  in 
the  letter  of  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  to  him, 
of  September  4,  1809,  as  reqairing  to  be  cleared  up, 
before  his  account,  for  bills  drawn  under  the  Louis-^ 
iana  Convention,  could  be  settled  and  dosed  at  the 
iVeasury. ' 

1.  Variationa  between  ike  names  contained  in 
some  of  the  biUSy  and  the  names  entered  against 
the  corresponding  claims  in  the  French  lists.-* 
Seven  eases  of  this  nature  were  particularly  point- 
ed out.  Copies  of  the  vouchers  (consisting  of  the 
minute,  or  order,  of  the  Minister  of  the  Public 
Treasury,  for  the  drawing  of  the  bills)  are  fur- 
nished, and  appear  satisfactory. 
'  2.  BiUs  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  Cashier  Gen- 
eral of  the  Public  TVecwwry.— The  right  of  the 
Public  Treasury  of  France  to  receive  any  bills 
under  this  convention,  may  well  be  contested ; 
bat  it  is  perhaps,  not  the  time  now  to  make  any 
objection  to  it.  It  was  a  subject  of  discussion 
between  Mr.  Armstrong  and  the  French  Minis- 
ter, and  the  result  was,  that  he  drew  the  bills; 
his  motives  for  acceding  to  this  measure  have 
been  explained  in  his  correspondence.  The  sUni 
of  115,5^.41  francs,  being  the  last  sum  drawn  in 
the  name  of  the  Cashier  General,  however,  stands 
upon  a  different  footing  from  the  other  sums 
drawn  in  his  name,  and  is  to  be  separately  con- 
sidered under  the  next  head. 

3.  A  sum  of  81,124.02 /ranc*.  dravm  by  Mr. 
Armstrong  in  the  name  of  David  B,  Warden.-^ 
This  sum,  by  Mr.  Armstrofig^s  explanatioa,  is 


closely  connected  with  the.next  preceding  sum  of 
115,534.41,  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  Cashier 
General  of  the  Public  Treasury,  and  the  fcllowiof 
seems  to  be  the  history  of  -  the  transaction :  Af- 
ter paying  all  the  claims  admitted  under  the 
Convention,  which  were  applied  for  by  the  claim- 
ants, there  appeared,  in  February,  1809,  to  be  a 
sum  of  196,658.43  francs  remaining  of  the  twenty 
millions ;  this  sum  appears  to  have  been  origin- 
ally destined  for  the  payment  of  the  following 
claims,  viz : 

FVancs, 
EricGIadd  -  -  -  162,248.04 
John  Clark  -  -  -  2,768.32 
Samuel  Leighton  -  -  11,626.39 
Tupper  and  Plait       -       -        3,132.01 

Perron    -        -        -        1,983.15 

Nicholas  Goix   -       •       -  900.52 


John  Mitchell    -       -  20,000 
Of  which  had  been  paid  6.000 


182,658.43 


14,000.00 


Francs,  196,658.43 

The  bills  for  the  six  claims  first  mentioned 
had  not  been  applied  for ;.  Mitchell  had  applied 
for   his   bills,  and   demanded   twenty   thousand 
francs,  but  only  six  thousand  had  been  given  him. 
This  being  the  state  of  things,  the  Emperor  re- 
solved (see  Mr.  Mollien's  letter  to  Mr.  Armstrongs 
in  the  form  of  a  certificate,  dated  14th  March^ 
1Q09)  that  Eric  Gledd's  claim  shoiild  be  reduced 
to  one-half  of  the  sum  at  which  it  had  been  ad- 
mitted, and  that  the  half  of  that  claim^  thus  re- 
jected, amounting  to  81,124.02  francs,  should  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  to  be  given 
to  what  claimants  be  pleased :  Provided^  1.  That 
Mitchell  should  no  longer  claim  from  the  Frenck 
Treasury,  the  fourteen  thousand  francs  still  dae 
to  him,  (which  was  virtually  to-  say,  that  Mr. 
Armstrong  must '  pay  him  oiit  of  this  sum  thus 
put  at  his  disposal.)    2.  That  a  ciaim  of  Msa- 
rice  Giraud,  on  the  Treasury  of  France,  should 
also  be  abandoned,  (implying,  also,  as  is  pre- 
sumed, that  this  claim  must>  be   paid   by  Mr. 
Artnstrong,  out  of  this  sum,  and  which  he  is  sup- 
posed to  have  pa^id  to  John  Holmes,  in  rigbt  o( 
Giraud.)  And,  3.  That  the  other  half  of  Giadd's 
claim,  which  was  still  to  be  considered  as  recog- 
nised for  a  valid  claim,  amounting  to    81,12402 
And  the  other  five  claims,  not  yet  ap- 
plied for,  amounting  to  -        -    20,410.39 
And  the  amount  of  Mitchell's  claim, 
unpaid,  and  which  Mr.  Armstrong 
•  was  now  to  pay  out  of  the  sum  put 
in  his  hands,  viz :           -        -       -    14,000.00 
i 
And  amounting,  altogether,  to  Francs    115,534.41 

Should  be  paid  to  the  French  Treasury,  ihef 
assuming  to  pay  Gladd's  claim,  and  the  other  fire 
outstanding  claims,  whenever  they  should  be 
called  for. 
On  this  arrangement  it  is  sufficientto  remark,  1st 
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That  the  Etepvror  arfoitrarilf ,  as  far  as  it  appears, 
since  do  grounds  for  the  act  are  assig^oed.  took 
awflf  from  Eric  Gladd  81,124.02  francs,  of  which 
sDm  be  pat  ioto  the  French  Treasury  14,000  frs., 
tod  gave  the  ^ther  67,134.02  to  General  Arm- 
strong, to  distribute  among  such  eiairoants  as  he 
pleased.  2d.  That  E>ic  Gladd,  for  that  portion 
of  his  claim  which  is  lefY,  and  the  other  five 
claimants,  for  their  claims,  instead  of  receiFtng 
bills  on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  as 
they  were  entitled  by  th«  Convention,  are  turned 
orerto  the  French  Treasury, for  payment.  3d. 
The  whole  sum  received  bv  General  Armstrong, 
which  was  left  free  io  his  bandsj  has  been  given, 
as  he  himself  states,  to  Joseph  Russelt,  for  the 
ship  Fame ;  unless  the  sum  which  be  has  paid 
to  John  Holmes  should  prove  not  to  be  the  claim 
of  Maurice  Giraud.  for  provisions,  which  was 
expressly  named  in  Mr.  Molli^n's  certificate  stat- 
ing this  arrangement..  This  is  supposed  to  be 
the  same  claim,  because  Mitchell's  claini,  which. 
like  Giraud's,  was  particularly  named  in  Mollien's 
sertificate,  was  provided  for  by  Mr.  Armstrong; 
ind,  also,  because  Giraud's  claim  was  founded  on 
1  contract  with  the  a^ent  de  tutaietancee  de 
PariSy  en  Van  IV,  and  Holmes's  claim,  made  bv 
!ilr.  Armstrong,  was  for  provisions,  as  he  himself 
states.  The  disposition,  then,  of  the  sum  receiv- 
h]  by  Mr.  Armstrong,  being  81,124.02  francs,  was 
18  follows: 

To  Mitchell,  as  provided  by  the  arrangement 
tritb  the  Minister  of  the  French  Treasury,  and 
he  result  of  ^  which  was,  to  enable  them  to  put 
he  same  sum'  into  the  French  Treasury,  without 
iny  legal  right  whatever       -    Francs,  14,000.00 
To  Holmes,  as  was  also  provided  by 
the  arrangement,  provided  his  claim 
is  the  same  as    Maurice  Giraud's, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  the  case^     -   5,124.02 
To  Joseph  Russell        ...       -  62,000.00 

81,124.02 

The  merits  of  the  claim  of  Joseph  Russell, 
bove  ail  others,  are  not  shown  any  farther,  than; 
*  Mr.  Armstrong,  states,  that  in  making  the 
lirision,  ^^  he  was  guided,  altogether,  by  the  na- 
Dre  of  the  several  claims,  their  extent,  and  the 
egree  to  which  they  had  be^n  already  satisfied." 

The  above  ideas  appear  to  ofiier  objections 
ufficient  to  prevent  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Arm- 
(roDg's  accounts  at  the  present  time.  The 
rounds  upon  which  the  whole  arrangement  was 
lade  with  Mr.  MoUien,  in  February  and  March, 
S09,  respecting  the  sum  of  196,658.43  francs,  are 
ot  perceived  to  arise  out  of  the  convention;  and 
'  deserves  consideration,  whether  the  bills  for 
15,534.41  francs,  drawn  in.  the  name  of  the 
*a]»hier  General  of  the  Public  Treasury,  should 
e  paid  when  they  are  presented  here. 

May  22d,  1810. 


Ministry  of  tbe  PuAlio  Trga80by, 
Bureau  of  Oppoeitume, 
The  Minister  of  the  Publie  Treasury,  charged 
iih  the  execution  of  tbe  convention  of  the  10 


Florlal,  year  11,  certifies  to  General  Arinstrong, 
Minister  Plenipotentiaryof  the  United  States,that 
the  undermentioned  items  ferm  a  part  of  claims 
liquidated  and  verified,  in  conformity  with  the 
dispositions  of  the  said  convention,  and  of  the 
decisions  of  His  Imperial  Majesty;  and  that  they 
have  been  paid  in  orders  upon  the  United  $tates>, 
since  the  10th  July,  1807,  on  which  day  a  state- 
ment was  transmitted  to  General  Armstrong,  of 
the  sums  previously  paid. 

[Here  follow  the  names  of  sundry  persons,  and 
tbe  amount  of  the  claims  allowed  in  their  favdt. 
Tiie  two  last  on  the  list  are  the  following:! 

20.  The  Cashier  General  of  the  Public  Treas- 
ury, 115,534.41. 

21.  The  81,124.02  francs,  left,  by  the  decision 
of  His  Majesty,  to  the  disposition  of  General 
Armstrong,  unaer  condition  that  Messrs.  Mitchell 
and  Maurice  Giraud  shall  no  longer  have  a  righ( 
to  make  any  claims  upon  the  French  Govern- 
ment; this  sum,  chargeable  upon  the  twenty 
millions,  and  for  which  Mr.  Armstrong  has  an- 
nounced, by  his  despatch  of  the  10th  March  in- 
stant, that  he  has  drawn,  in  favor  of  Mr.  War-' 
den,  81,124.02. 

THere  follows  a  recapitulation  of  the  sums 
which  had  been  certified  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  and 
for  which  he  -had  drawn  bilh,  amounting,  to- 
gether, including  the  two  above  items,  to  twenty 
millions  of  francs.  The  certificate  concludes  as 
follows :] 

Thus,  the  payment  of  the  twenty  millions,  the 
objec;  of  the  convention  of  the  10  Fldr6ai,  yeat 
11,  is  entirely  "consum mated;  and  this  convention 
completely  and  definitively  executed. 

MOLLIEN. 

PiTBLic  Treasury,  March  14, 1800. 


D. 

Washington,  26/^  December^  1810. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  much  obliged  by  your  com- 
munication of  the  24th  instant,  an4  hasten  to 
present  a  statement,  which  will,  I  hoi)e,  have  the 
efiect  of  clearing  away  the  obstructions  which 
have  arisen  to  the  fi^nal  settlement  of  my  accounts^ 
under  the  convention  of  1803.  In  this,  the  char- 
acter of  Gladd's  claim,  and  that  of  Maurice 
Giraud,  which  had  not  before  been  noticed  with 
sufiScient  distinctness,  are  shown  to  be,  the  one,  a 
claim  coming  regularly  under  that  provision  of 
the  convention  which  the  French  Government 
had  a  right  to  decide  definitively  ;  and  the  other, 
a  claim  on  which  nothing  could  be  paid,  since  it 
had  been  -rejected  by  both  Boards,  French  and 
American.  As  to  the  more  general  objection, 
that  the  bills  drawn  to  the  order  of  the  cashier  of 
the  Tireasury  did  not  specify  the  owners,  and  left 
the  money  to  a  disposition  different  from  that 
contemplated  by  the  convention,  it  may  continue 
to  have  some  iorce;  in  which  case,  these  bills 
may  be  stopped  at  the  Treasury,  until  the  pro- 
visions of  the  convention  be  better  satisfied.  1 
am,^&c.  J,  ARMSTRONG. 

Mr.  Gallatin. 
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On  the  — ^ —  day  of . ,  there  remained  of  the 

Louisiana  fand,  the  sam  of  196.658.43  francs. 
Appropriations  bad  been  made  of  a  part  of  this 
sum,  by  the  funotionarie?  of  boih  Governments, 
conjointly,  whioh  were  as  follows,  tIz: 

Francs. 


John  Clark,        -        -  ..     - 
Samuel  Leighton,      -        -      '  - 
Tupper  and  Plattj      -.      - 
—  Perron,     *  -        -       -        -        - 
Nicholas  Goiz,  -       -       -       -       - 
A  farther  appropriation,  by  the  French 
Council,  nad  been  made  to  Kric 


2,768.32 

11.626.39 

3;i32.01 

1,983.15 

900.52 


Qladd,  of  the  sum  of 


-  162,248J)4 


This  lasl  appropriation  was  rejected  by  the 
American  commission,  and  the  obiectlon9  against 
it  being  sustained  by  me,  the  French  GoTern- 
ment  was  brought,  after  much  discussion,  to  re- 
duce it  to  one  half  of  the  sum  ori^inallv  allowed. 
This  claim  belonged  (as  I  belieyed)  to  the  French 
commercial  house  at  Nantz,  of  Dobree  and  Sweig- 
hauser;  Grladd;  was  but  the  captain,  brioging  the 
supplies  on  which  it  was  founded,  and  neyjtt  did 
appear,  personally,  as  the  claimant.  The  ne- 
cessary  efiept  of  this  reduction^  was  to  add  to  the 
residuary  fund'the  sum  of  81,124i)2  francs.  When 
this  decision  was  taken,  sundry  other  claims 
were  pending  under  the  convention:  these  were, 
that  of  John  Mitchell ;  that  of  Joseph  Russell ; 
and  that  of  Maurice  Giraud.  The  first  and  last 
of  these  had  been  rejected  by  the  French  Ooun- 
eil,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  claims  not  em- 
braced by  tne  convention;  and  the  last,  (that  of 
Giraud)  was'rejectedhy  the  functionaries  of  both 
Governments.  These  facts  explain  the  nature 
of  the  conditions  stated  in  the  Emperor's  decision, 
and,  particularly,  why  (whatever  may  have  been 
the  wish  of  the  Freocn  Government)  I  refused 
to  give  to  the  claim  of  Giraud  any  portion  of  the 
sum  of  81.124.02  francs;  this  claim  belonged  to 
James  Swan,  who  had  already  received  two  mil- 
,  lions,  and  upward^,,  of  the  fuDd,  To  Mitchell, 
the  fourteen  thousand  additional  francs  were 
given,  because  he  proved,  most  satisfactorily, 
that  the  supplies,  out  of  which  his  demand  grew, 
were  made  by  Anthonv  Butler,  of  Philadelphia, 
in  his  own  right,  and  for  his  own  benefit. 

The  bin  to  Holmes  (which  has  been  supposed 
to  arise  out  of  the  claim  of  M.  Giraud)  bad  no 
connexion,  whatever,  with  that  claim,  and  was 
paid,  in  part,  of  a  much  larger  one,  made  for  pro- 
visions furnished  at  St.  Domingo,  and  which 
passed  one,  or  both,  of  the  authorities'  recognised 
oy  the  convention.        "  ' 

The  bills  to  Russell  were  drawn  to  the  amount 
of  sixty-two  thousand  francs,  for  freight  and  de- 
murrage of  the  ship  Fame^  the  joint  property  of 
the  said  Russell  and  T.  W.  Francis,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  on  which. nothing  bad  been  previously 
paid;  of  these,  thirty-two  thousand  only  have 
been  delivered,  for  reasons  formerly  assigned  in 
two  letters,  of  aifferent  dates,  to  you.  These  cir- 
cumstances do  not  present  to  me  any  deviation 
from  the  convention,  or  from  the  law  made  in 
consequence  of  it.    When  the  Emperor  put  at 


my  disposition. a  moiety  of  the  sum  origiaaly 
and  wrongfully  appropri  ated  to  Eric  Qladd,  it 
was  distinctly  understood,  that  this  moiety  should 
be  applied  to  the  extinction  of  claims  then  pend- 
iog  against  the  French  Government,  and,  of 
course,  could  only  apply  to  those  ahove-meotioa- 
ed.  The  quantum  of  allowance  to  each,  wasiiie 
only  thing  submitted,  as  I  conceived,  to  my  dis- 
cretion; a  circumstance  which,  by  no  means, 
takes  these  cases  out  of  the  ordinary  rales  of  pro- 
ceeding, as,,  in  many  others,  my  opinions  were 
equally  decisive,  ^lod,  indeed,  were  necessarilf 
so,  since  the  Ametican  commisaioa  determioed 
nothing  with  regard  to  quantum. 

With  regard  to  the  other  branch  of  the  ar^ang^ 
ment,  it  must  also  be  remarked,  that,  on  receir- 
ing  my  bills  for  the  sum  of  115,534.41  francs,  the 
Frencn  Treasury  took  upoa  itself  to  pay  the 
claims  specified  on  the  first  page,  and  which  had 
otherwise  continued  to  embarrass  and  retard  a 
final  settlement  of  the  business.  Between,  ther^ 
fore,  granting  specific  bills  in  discharge  of  these 
claims,  aod  granting  one  or  more  to  the  French 
Treasury,  which  covered  all  and  insured  a  final 
settlement,  I  cannot  supposa  that  there  is  a  suffi- 
cient legal  distinction  to  prevent  my  particolat 
accbunttrom  being  dosed.  Should  this  opinioa, 
however,  be  erroneous,  I  must  request  that  these 
bills,  granted  to  the  Cashier  General,  may  be 
stopped  at  the  Treasury,  and  held  over  until  some 
other  mode  be  adopted,  which  shall  entirelf 
satisfy  the  letter  of  the  law. 

P.  S.  The  bill  of  twenty«five  thousand  inncs, 
retained  from  the  appropmition  to  Russell,  shall 
be  sent  to  the  Treasury.  .  If  I  do  Dot  mistake,  this 
bill  has  on  it  an  endorsement  by  D.  B.  Warden. 
of' con  temporary  date  with  itself,  showing  why  it 
was  withheld. 

John  Armstrong,  MinzBicr  of  the  United  Siakt  et 
Parie,  in  relation  to  claims  on  France  under  tk 
Louisiana  Convention,  of  the  30th  of  April,  180^ 
in  account  current  with  the  United  ^States* 

Dr. 

To  Traasuty  warrants,  for  unount  of  sundry  wamBtt 
issued  fioin  the  6th  of  July,  1806,  to  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1810,  inclusive,  in  payment  of  bills  dravn 
by  him  for  debta  due  .to  the  citizoDa  of  the  Uoited 
States  by  the  Ghovernment  of  France,  as  admitted 
by  said  Government,  under  the  Louisiana  Coanih 
tion  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803;  inclading  than 
issued  in  discharge  of  certain  embargo  clahai,  re- 
ferred for  payment  to  the  Treasury,  per  certificate  of 
the  Register  herewith    -        *        -  $3,693,053  15 

Profit  and  loss  for  this  sum  arising 
from  fractions  of  cents,  gained  in  cal- 
culation -        ......  334 


3,69S,055  69 


Cr. 


By  amount  of  claims  on  the  Government  of  France, 
admitted  by  said  Government  as  due  to  the  citxteitf 
of  the  United  States,  and  which,  parsuant  to  tbi 
^provisione  of  the  Louisiattft  ConvMtion  of  the  30tfa 
of  April,  1803,  were  payable  by  biOs  drswa  b;  the 
said  Minister  on  ,tke  Treasury  of  the  United  8atc^ 
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inclading  lundry  embargo  caset,  as  per  lifts  certi* 
fied  by  the  Miniater  of  the  French  Treasury,  here- 
withf  marked  A  No<  1,  2,  and  3,  Frane$, 

20,000,000  00 
Deduct-^ 

Amount  of  el^ims  fortvhich 
bills  have  not  yat  been 
presented,  per  statement 
marked  B       -        •        -  309,036  35 

Also  this  sum,  in  drafts,  to 
the  order  of  D.  B.  War- 
den, held  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  Gen.  Armstrong, 
sQBpended  for  further  ex- 
planation. (See  statement 
marked  C)      -        -        -    81,124  02 

390,160  37 


Equal,  at  5|  franca  per  dollar,  to 
Balance  due  the  United  States 


19,609,839  63 

$3,676,844  93 
15,210  76 

3,992,055  69 


The  evidence  on  which  the  above  credit  is  ad- 
mitted, rests,  priocipaily,  if  not  solely,  on  the  lists 
of  claims  certified  by  the  Minister  of  the  French 
Treasury.  This,  on  considering  the  terms  of  the 
coDventioDi  and  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  to  Mr. 
Armstrong,  dated  Seotember  4, 1809,  is  thought 
sufficient;  and,indeea.  is  all  that  could  probably 
be  obtained,  as  the  documents  belonging  to  each 
case  appear  to  remain  in  possession  of  the  French 
Gorernment. 

N.B.  The  balance  du«  .the  United  States,  as 
above,  is  the  value  of  the  francs,  81,124  02,  drawn 
io  faiLor  of  D.  B.  Warden,  and  which  is  sus- 
peoded  until  the  titles  of  the. parties,  to  whom  it 
is  stated  to  have  been  paid  over,  are  more  satis- 
factorily explained  and  established. 

Auditor's  Office,  Septeynhrr  1. 1810.  « 

P.FERRALL. 

Comptrollbr's  Office,  October  5, 1810, 

ANDREW  ROSS. 


an  abstract,  E,  is  herewith  transmfitted.  From 
these  it  appears  that  $6,118,900  were  subscribed 
in  those  two  days,  Viz:  $4,190,000  by  banks,  and 
91,928,900  by  individuals.  This  last  sum  ia 
greater  than  the  aggpgate  of  all  the  loans  at  six 
per  cent,  ever  before  obtained  by  this  Govern- 
ment from  individuals  in  the  United  States  f  and, 
considering  the  price  of  stocks  and  various  obsta* 
cleswhichat  this  time  have  impeded  the  subscri]>- 
tions,  the  amount  is  as  great  as  might  have  been 
expected  within  so  short  a  period.  The  unsub- 
scribed residue  will  now  be  apportioned  among 
the  several  places,  according  to  the  apparent  de- 
mand in  each,  and  subscriptions  will  bereceived^ 
or  stock  sold,  until  the  sums  thus  respectively  ap- 
portioned shall  have  been  disposed  of. 

It  isconfidently  believed  that  the  amount  which 
remains  unsubscribed  for  will  thus  be  filled  as 
early  as  the  money  will  be  wanted  for  the  public 
service.  In  order,  however,  to  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  disappointment,  and  to  remove  doubts 
and  erroneous  expectations,  I  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  issue  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  on  the  following  principles,  viz : 

1.  Not  to  exceed,  in  the  whole,  the  amount 
which  may  ultimately  not  be  subscribed  to  the 
loan ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  amount  received  on 
account  of  the  loan,  and  that  of  the  Treasury 
notes,  shall  not,  together,  exceed  eleven  millions; 
which  limits,  therefore,  the  greatest  possible 
amount  of  the*  Treasury  notes  to  less  than  four 
millions  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

2.  To  bear  an  interest  of  five  and  two-fifths 
per  cent,  a  year,  equal  to  one  and  a  half  cent  per 
day  on  a  one  hundred  dollar  note. 

3.  To  become  payable  by  the  Treasury  one 
year  after  the  date  of  their  respective  issues. 

4  To  be,  in  the  meanwhile,  receivable  in  pa^r- 
ment  of  all  duties,  taxes,  or  debts,  due  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Langdoi«  Chevbs. 


LOAN  6P  eleven  MILLIONS  OP  DOLLARS. 

[Communicated  lo  the  House,  May  18,  1812.] 

Trbasurt  Department,  Maj/  14, 1812. 

Sir:  Subscriptions  were  opened  on  the  first 
and  second  instant,  to  the  loaii  of  eleven  miHions 
of  dollars,  authorized  by  the  act  of  14th  March 
last,  in  conformity  with  the  enclosed  notice,  A. 
It  was  left  optional  with  thr  banks  which  were 
disposed  to  subscribe,  either  to  receive  stock  or 
to  loan  the  money  by  special  contract.  The  eu- 
closed  eireolar  letters,  B,  C,  D,  show  the  instruc- 
tions transmitted,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
proposals  were  made  to  the  several  banks.  It 
^as  thought  most  eligible  not  to  limit,  in  any 
.place,  the  amount  of  subscriptions  to  any  specific 
sQoa;  for  which  reason,  the  loan  was  kept  open 
^ly  for  two  days,  in  order  that  the  general  re- 
^t  might  be  ascertained,  and  a  reduction,  if 
necessary,  be  made. 

All  the  returns  have  now  been  received,  and 


A. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  twelve,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to  bor- 
row, on  the  credit  of  the  United  Slates,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  at  an  inter- 
est not  excecdiqg  six  per  centum  per  annum, 


*  The  only  two  six  per  cent  loans  obtained  from  in- 
dividuals in  the .  United  States  by  this  Governmenty 
are,  1st.  On  account  of  the  loan  of  $5,000,000,  au« 
thorized  by  the  act  of  3Ut  of  May,  1796,  one-half  of 
which  stock  was  advertised  for  sale  for  several  weeks^ 
without  any  ofier  being  received,  and  of  which,  at 
last,  only  $80,000  were  sold  at  privafe  sale.  2d.  The 
Navy  six  per  cent,  loan,  authorized  by  the  act  of  June 
30, 1798,  which  made  the  money  subscribed  applica- 
ble, on  the  spot,  to  a  favorite  object,  and  left  the  man* 
agement  and  application  of  the  fdnds  in  the  hands  of 
the  subscribers.  The  amount  of  this  stock  issued,  in 
the  whole,  was  $711,700. 
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payable  quarter  yearly,  so,  however,  that  no  en- 
gagement  or  coDtraet  shall  be  eotered  into,  vhich 
shall  preclude  the  United  Slates  frotn  reioiburs- 
ing  any  sum  or  sums,  thus  borrowed,  at  any  time 
after  the  expiration  of  twelve  years  from  the  first 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen :  And,  whereas,  by  th£|  said  act,  so  much 
of  the  funds -constituting  the  annual  appropriation 
of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  payment  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  wanted  for  that  pur- 
pose, after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary  for  the 
payment  of  the  intecest  and  such  part  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  said  debt  as  the  United  States  are  now 
pledged  annually  to  pay  and  reimburse,  is  pledged 
and  appropriated  for  the  paymept  of  tne  interest, 
and  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the 
stock  now  to  be  cheated,  and  the  faith  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  Is  pjedged  to  establish  sufficient  rev- 
enues for  masing  up  any  deficiency  that,  may 
hereafter  take  place  in  the  funds  now  appropri- 
ated for  paying  the  interest  and  principal  as'afore^ 
said:  And,  whereas,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  did,  by  an  act  or  commission,  under  his 
hand,  dated  the  thirtieth  day  of  Afarch,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  au- 
thorize and  empower  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  borrow,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
a  sum  not  exceedipg,  in  the  whole,  eleven  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  to  make  the  necessary  con- 
tract for  the  same,  pursuant  to  the  aptot  Con- 
gress above  recited: 

Now,  therefore,  the  undersigned  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  don- 
eress.and  the  authority  from  the  President  of  the 
united  Slates,  above-mentioned,  doth  hereby,  on 
"behalf  of  the  tTnited  Stales,  contract  and  engage, 
in  mauQer  following,  to  wit : 

1.  Books  for  receiving  subscriptions  to  a  loan 
of  eleven  millions  of.  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  opened  on  the  first  day  of 
May  next — 

At  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  at  the  Union 
Bank. 

At  Salem,  Massachusetts,  at  the  Merchants' 
Banlc. 

At  Boston,  Massachusetts,  at  the  Sfate  Bank, 
Union  Back,  and  Massachusetts  Bank. 

At  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  at  the  Roger 
'  Williams  Bank. 

At  Hartford,  Connecticut,  at  the  Bank  of  Hart- 
ford. 

At  the  city  of  New  York,  at  the  Manhattan 
Company  and  Mechanics'  Bank. 

At  Philadelphia,  at  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank. 

At  Baltinaore,  at  the  Bank  of  Baltimore  and 
Commercial  and  Farmers'  Bank. 

At  the  City  of  Washington,  at  the  office  of  the 
Bank  of  Columbia. 

At  Richmond,  Virginia,  at  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

At  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  at  the  State 
3ank,  and  Planters  and  Mechanics'  Bank. 

Which  books  shall  con linue  open  for  receiving 
subscriptions  during  the  ordinary  hours  of  trs^ns- 


acting  business  at  the  said  banks^  for  two  days. 
If  more  than  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  io  the 
vhole.  shall  be  subscribed,  the  surplus  shall  be 
deducted  in  proportion  to  the  sums  subscribed  Iq 
each  place,  respectively,  by  a  reduction  of  the 
subscriptions  exceeding  four  thousand  dollan. 

^.  For  every  hundred  dollars  which  may  be 
subscribed,  there  shall  be  paid,  at  the  timeofsub- 
scribinjsr.  the  sura  of  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  ce&t$, 
and  a  like  sum  of  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
on  the  fifteenth  day  of  each  of  the  ensuing  monifas 
of  June,  Joly,  August,  September,  October.  No- 
vember, and  December,  one  thousand  eight  bao- 
dred  and  twelve,  respectively.  Each  subscriber. 
at  the  time  of  paying  any  of  the  above  instal* 
ments,  after  the  first,  may  pay  all  or  any  number 
of  subsequent  instalments,  and  will  be  entitled  to 
receive  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  on  the  amount  thus  paid  from  the  time 
of  actual  payment.   * 

3.  On  the  failure  of  payment  of  any  instalmem 
of  the  sums  subscribed  according  to  the  tenor  of 
the  second  article,  the  next  preceding  instalme&t 
of  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  which  shall 
have  been  paid  for  every  hundred  dollars  sob- 
Kcribed,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  Sutes. 

4.  If  any  subscriptions  shall  be  reduced  io  cod- 
seouence  of  a  greater  sum  than  eleven  miilioDsof 
dollars  being  subscribed,  conformably  to  the  first 
article,  the  amount  of  such  reduction  sbali  be 
forthwith  returned  to  the  subscribers  from  whoai 
such  reduction  shall  have  been  made. 

.  5.  Each  subsequent  instalment  must  be  paid 
at  the  same  bank  at  which  original  subscriptioa 
was  made,  and  where  the  first  instalmeot  wa^ 
paid.  • 

6.  For  such  sjums  or  number  of  shares  of  ooe 
hundred  dollars,  as  noray  be  subscribed,  the  Cash- 
iers of  the  respective  banks,  within  twenty  dsys 
after  the  time  of  subscribing,  shall  givecertificttes, 
stating  the  sums  subscribed  and  payment  made. 
and  on  which  the  payments  of  the  stibseqaeot 
instalments,  when  made,  shall  be  respectively  en- 
dorsed; which  certificates  shall  be  assignable,  by 
endorsement  and  delivery  of  the  parties,  in  whose 
favor  they  may  be  issued,  until  tne  completion  of 
the  payments  required  by  the  tenor  of  the  second 
article. 

7.  After  the  completion  of  the  payments  afore- 
said, the  proprietors  of  the  certificates  of  the  Cash- 
iers,  on  which  such  payments  have  been  com- 
pleted, on  surrendering  the  same  at  the  Loan  office 
of  the  State  in  which  the  subscription  and  pay- 
ments shall  have  been  made,  shall  be  eotiiled  to 
receive  from  the  Commissioner  of  Lcvms,  certifi- 
cates of  funded  capital  s(x>ck.  bearing  an  interest 
of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  tiinc 
when  the  said  instalments  shall  have  been  paid, 
respectively,  and  payable  quarter  yearly)  at  ^^ 
several  Loan  offices,  or  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  where  the  same  may  stand  cred- 
ited; which  certificates  of  funded  capital  stock 
sliail  be  issued  in  the  sums  of  one  hundred,  four 
hundred,  one  thousand,  four  thousand,  or  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  at  the  option  of  the  proprietor,  and 
shall  be  traHsfeiable  by  the  creditors,  or  their  at- 
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torneys,  dulf  constituted,  at  the  Txeasiiry  and 
Loan  offices, .mpecti?ely,  in  the  same  maaner  as 
ibe  present  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  and 
io  pursu9ttce  of  the  rules  which  have  been,  or 
which  may  be,  established,  relative  to  the  trans- 
fer of  the  said  debt. 

8.  After  the  payment  of  the  fifth  instalment, 
sach  of  the  proprietors  of  the  certificates  of  the 
Cashiers,  of  four  hundred  dollars  and  upwards, 
IS  may  then  be  desirous  of  funding  the  same,  may, 
DO  presenting  them  at  the  Loan  office  of  the  Slate 
ia  which  the  subscription  and  payments  shall 
bare  been  made,  receive  from  the  Commissioner 
)f  Loans,  certificates  of  funded  capital  stock,  of 
:he  description  aforesaid,  for'  the  amount  of  the 
Pour  first  inaiairaents,  or  one  moiety  of  the  aum 
^pressed  in  the  subscription  certificates. 

9.  Alter  the  last  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
)De  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  and 
ifter  reasonable  notfce  to  the  creditors,  which 
(hall  be  given  by  an  advertisement  iasome  pub- 
ic newspaper,  printed  at  the  seat  of  the  Govern- 
meni  of  the  United  States,  the  said  capital  stock 
ihall  be  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  reimbursement  of  the  whole  sum 
rhieh  may,  at  that  time,  stand  credited  to  any 
proprietor  on  the  book^  of  the  Treasury,  or  of  the 
Loan  offices,  respectively, 

10.  So  much  of  the  funds^  constituting  the  an- 
lual  appropriation  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  for 
:he  payment  of  the  principa;!  and  interest  of  the 
public  debt  of  |he  United  States,  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  regular  payment  of  the  interest  and 
'or  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  or  the 
itock  to  be  created  under  this  contract,  together 
viifa  the  faith  of  the  United  States  for  its  due  ful- 
itment,  are  hereby  pledged,  in  pursuance  of.  and 
iccordiog  (d,  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  act 
)f  Congreifii  hereinbefore  recited. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the 
freasury  of  the  United  States^  at  Washington, 
bis  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
ittodred  and  twelve. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

Secretary  i^the  TYeamry. 


B. 
Tbeasury.  DupabtmenT;  April  7, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  eoclosing^  to  you 

opies  of  the  contract  for  raising,  by  loan,  eleven 
Qiliions  of  dollars,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  Ggngress, 
massed  on  the  14th  day  of  March  last.  Presum- 
Dg  that  your  institution  would  be  disposed  to 
acilitate  this  operation,  it -has  been  named  as  one 
t  which  subscriptions  to  the  loan  would  be  re- 
eived.  I  will  tnaok  you  to  apprize  me  imme- 
iiately  if,  from  any  cause,  it  should  be  iocom- 
•atible  with  your  views  to  accede  to  this  ar- 
angement. 

If  the  bank  ahall  consent  to  receive  the  sub- 
cripiions  in  the  manner,  proposed,  it  will  be  ne- 
essaryi  in  the  first  place,  that  a  book,  in.  which 
he  subscribers  may  enter  their  names,  and  the 
ums  to  be  loaned  by  them,  should  be  provided. 
?his  will  consist  of  a  book  of  sufficient  magni-l 


tttde  to  receive  all  the  subscriptions  likely  to  be 
made  at  your  bank,  to  the  first  page  of  which  one 
of  the  copies  of  the  contract  or  terms  of  the  loan, 
herewith  transmitted,  signed  by  the  Secretary  ot 
the  Treasury,  and  sealed  with  the  Treasurv  seal,' 
i:i  10  be  affixed.  The  subscribers  will  write«  in 
words  at  len^h,  again9t  their  names,  the  amount 
which  they  intend  to  subscribe:  And,  on  the 
same  lines,  respectively,  the  ei{g;hth  part  of  that 
sum,  being  the  first  in$talment,is,  asaoonas  paid, 
to  be  entered  by  your  Cashier,  in  figures,  in  a 
column  left  for  that  purpose,  at  the  right-hand 
aide  of  each  page.  This  entry  will,  it  is  presumed, 
be  a  sufficient  receipt  to  the  subscriber,  until  the 
CashieHs  certificate,  or  scrip,  ahall  be  issued  to 
him,  which,  according  to  the  sixth  article  of  the 
terms  of  the  lean^  will  be  within  twenty  davs  af- 
ter the  time  of  subscribing.  Yet,  if  the  parties,  or 
any  of  them,  should,  at  the  time  of  subscribing, 
require  receipts  from  the  Cashier,  they  may 
be.  given  in  his  name,  in  any  form  you  may 
prescribe,  and  to  be  returned  when  tbe  above- 
mentioned  certificates  or  scrip  shall  be  delivered. 
The  whole  amount  paid  at  the  time  of  subscrip- 
tion,  is  to  be  credited  to  a  distin<ft  account,  bear- 
ing that  designation,  and  not  to  be  carrieid  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  twenty  days,  as  above 
stated.  This  period  hasb^en  taken,  in  order  to 
give  time  ibr  all  the  cashiers  of  the  banks,  where 
the  subscriptions  are  received,  to  return  to  (he 
Treasury  an  account  of  the  sums  subscribed,  that 
it  may  be  thus  ascertained  whether  more  than 
eleven  millions,  in  the  whole,  shall  have  been 
subscribed,  and  a  reduction  of  the  larger  subscrip- 
tions shall  consequently  become  necessary,  as 
provided  for  in  the  first  article  of  the  terms  of 
the  loan. 

Immediately  after  the  subscription  is  closed,  on 
the  second  day  of  May,  the  Cashier  is  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury  an  account-^ 

1.  Of  the  totalamount  subscribed. 

2.  Of  the  portion  of  that  amount  subscribed  in 
sums  exceeding  four  thousand  dollars,  each. 

3.  A  list  of  all  t he  subsc rip tiond  exceeding  four 
thousand  dollars,  each. ' 

As  soon  as  these  accounts  fi'om  all  the  Cash- 
iers of  banks  where  subscriptions  are  received 
shall  reach  the  Treasury,  it  will  be  ascertained 
whether  any  reductions  of  subscriptions  will  be 
necessary,  and  this  will  be  immediately  communi- 
cated to  the  Cashiers,  who  will  then,  in  case  of  re- 
duction, repay  the  excess  to  the  subscribers,  credit 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the  resi- 
due, and  issue  the  subscription  certificates,  which, 
together  With  forms  for  their  entry  and  registry, 
whI,  in  the  mean. time,  be  transmitted  from  the 
Treasury. 

As  some  of  the  banks  may  be  disposed  to  be- 
come subscribers,  provided  the  amount  of  their 
subscription  be  deposited  with  themselves  until 
drawn  for,  for  public  purposes,  you  will  be  pleased, 
in  case  of  any  such  subscription  on  the  part  of 
a  bank  in  yoor  State, and  in  good  credit,  to  enter 
the  saoie  in  a  sej)arate  pagt  of  the  subscriptioa 
booit,  to  consider  the  receipt  of  the  Cashier  of 
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such  bank  as  suflleient  evidence  of  the  pafment 
on  account  of  the  loan,  and  to  enter  the  jtame  ac- 
cordiogly  in  the  book.  I  insert,  at  foot  of  this 
letter,  the  names  of  the  banks  in  youx  State,  which 
are  known  and  considered  at  the  Treasury  as  suf«> 
ficient:  To  these,  a  circular  letter,  one  oir  which 
you  will  also  receive,  will  be  written  on  that  sub- 
ject ;  and  you  may  receive  subscriptions,  in  like 
manner,  from  such  others  as,  in  your  opinion,  are 
perfectly  responsible. 

A  reasonable  allowance  for  the  expenses  of  sta- 
tionery and  extra  labor  of  the  Cashiers  of  the 
banks,  where  subscriptions  to  the  loan  are  re- 
ceiveo,  will  be  made  from  the  Treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  <!$&c. 

The  Presidents  of  the  Union  Bank  of  New  Hamp- 
shire; Union  Bank  of  Boston;  MaBsaehoaetts 
Bank;  8ute  Bank,  Boston;  Roger  Williams 
Bank ;  Bank  of  Hartford ;  Manhattan  Company ; 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York;  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  Farmeni  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Phfladel- 
phia ;  Bank  of  Baltimore ;  Commercial  and  Farm- 
era!  Bank,  Baltimore;  Bank  of  Colombia;  Bank 
of  Washington ;  Bank  of  Virginia ;  State  Bank, 
Charleston  ;4*lanter8  6c  Mechanics'  Bank,  Charles- 
ton ;  Merchants'  Bank,  Salem. 


Ci 

Treasury  Department,  Aprii  7, 1812. 

Sir:  Having  thought  it  probable  that  spme  of 
the  barlks  might  be  disposed  to  subscribe  to  the 
loan  of  eleven  millions  of  dollars^  to  be  opened 
on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  and  thajt  it  would 
be  an  additional  inducement  to  that  measure^  if 
>  the  sum's  to  be  paid  on  account  of  such  subscrip- 
tion should  be  permitted  to  remain  in  deposite 
in  the  banks  making  the  subscription,  until  want- 
ed for  the  public  service,  I  have  taken  this  n^ode 
to  notify  the  several  banlcs  that  an  arrangmenl  of 
that  kind  will  be  allowed  by  the  Treasury. 

If,  therefore,  it  shall  suit  the  views  of  your  in- 
stitution to  subscribe  for  any  part  of  the  loan,  the 
subscription  may  be  made  at  the  bank  or  banks 
in  your  State,  where  subscriptions,  by  the  terms 
of  the  enclosed  contract,  are  to  be  received,  and 
the  amount  of  each  instalment,  as  it  becomes 
payable,  may  remain  in  your  bank  to  the  credit 
of  the  Treasurer-of  the  United  States^  until  drawn 
for  on  account  of  the  public  service.  A  receipt, 
'  or  certificate  of  your  Cashier,  that  the  amount  of 
each  instalment,  as  it  becomes  payable,  is  placed 
in  your  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurec  of  the 
United  States,  has  been  dir^ted  to  be  accepted 
at  the  banks  where  subscriptions  are  received,  as 
sufficienl  evid^nqe  of  the  payment. 

If  from  the  terms  of  your  charter,  or. from  any 
other  cause,  it  should  be  deemed  improper  to  sub> 
scribe  to  tne  loan,  and  receive  stock  therefor^  and 
the  bank  should,  nevertheless,  be  disposed  to  loan 
money  to  the  United  States,  at  a  rate  of  int^est 
not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum,  a  spe-' 
cial  contract  for  the  purpose  may  be  formed.  In 
this  event,  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  amount  pro- 
posed to  b^  loaned;  the  time  or  times  when  the 


whole,  or  its  portions,  will  be  advanced;  and  the 
period  when  reixnborsement  from  the  United 
States  will  be  expected.  The  same  priTilege  will 
be  allowed  in  this  case,  as  in  case  of  subscription 
to  the  loan;  of  permitting  the  amount  which  may 
be  engaged  to  be  advanced  by  the  bank,  to  remaii 
in  the  bank  in  depo5ite,tiIl  drawn  for  by  the  Trea- 
surer for  the  current  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

To  the  Presidents  of  the  Bank  of  New  Hampihis, 
Boston  Bank,  Maine  Bank,  Portland  Bank,  Sis 
Bank,  Bank  of  Newborypprt,  Salem  Bank,  Bank 
of  Essex,  Bank  of  Providence,  Bank  of  Rhode 
laland.  Bank  of  Bristol,  Newport  Batik,  Btnicf 
New  London,  Bank  of  Middletown,  Bank  of  >>« 
Haven^  Union  Bimk  of  New  York,  Bank  of  Ket 
York,  Merchants'  Bank  of  New  York,  Sute  Bist 
ai  Albany,  Philadelphia  Bank,  Bank  of  Noni 
America,  Bank  of  Maryland,  Union  Bank  of  Mary- 
land, Mechanics'  Bank  of  Baltimore,  Farmers  ui 
Mechanics' Bank  of  Baltimore,  Franklin  Bank « 
Baltimore,  Marine  Bank  of  Baltimore,  Farme:^' 
Bank  of  Maryland,  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown 
Potomac  Bank,  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexaniirj. 
Bank  of  Alexandria. 

TllEAeURT  DSPA^RTMENT,  Moy  11, 18)2. 

Sir:  Tomylet^el'of the7thiDstant,Ibegkaci 
to  add,  that,  if  it  should  suit  the  views  of  jocf 
institution  to  loan  any  sum  of  money  to  the  U&i- 
ted  S'tat6s,at  a  rate  not  exceeding  six  per  ceDica 
per  annum— 'Without^  however,  subscribing  u>  \it 
proposed  loan,  and  receiving  stbck- therefor— a  spe- 
cial contract  for  the  purpose  may  be  formed.  It 
this  event,  you  will  bi  pleased  to  communicate  ic 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  amount  prop(^ed 
to  be  loaned ;  the  tinM  or  times  when  the  whole. 
or  its  portions,  will  be  advaioced ;  and  the  period 
when  reimbursemeut  fVom  the  United  States  vu 
be  expected. 

I  also  request,  that,  in  the  event  of  your  insti- 
tution subscribing  to  the  proposed  loan,  yoa  wooM 
inform  me  wbether  it  would  be  your  wish,  in  cast 
of  reduction,  that  that  on  your  subscription  sbooM 
be  made  on  the  same  principles  as  on  ail  oliie^ 
or  whether  you  will  leave  it  discretionary  witli 
me  to  reduce  it  to  a  less  sum  than  your  propor- 
tional share.  My  reason  for  this  last  iDqairy  !& 
that,  in  the  event  of  a  larger  sum  being  sobscrib- 
edf  altogether,  than  eleven  millioos.  it  would  be 
desirable  to  receive  the  whole  amoiint  from  iadi* 
viduals,  and  to  reserve,  for  some  anbeequent  emer- 
gency, the  resource  of  such  loans  as  may  be 
obtained  frokn  the  several  banks.  I  am,  rery  re- 
spectfully, 4^c. 

To  the  Presidents  of  the  Union  Bank  of  New  Hu&p- 
shtre.  Union  Bank  of  Boston,  MaasachosettsBsn^' 
State  Bank  at  Boston^  Boger  WiJliains'  Bank, 
Hartford  Bank,  Manhattan  Company,  Mechanio' 
Bank  of  New  York,  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  Fl^ 
mers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Bank  of  BtltiBioiri 
Commercial  and  Farmers'  Bank,  Bank  of  ViigioiS' 
State  B«nk  at  Cliariesten,  Planters  and  Mediia- 
ica'  Bank,  Bank  of  Colombia,  BaaJ^  of  Waabing- 
ton,  MercbanU'  Bank  of  8«l|em« 
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E. 

^tatemerU  of  the  amount  obtained  on  the  Ist  and  3d  of  May,  1812,  on  account  of  the  Loan  of  Eleven 

MiUions^f  Dollars. ' 


Where  located* 


Portsmouth,  N.H. 
lalem,  Mass. 
kMton 

'rovidence,  R.  I. 
Do. 
Do. 

lartford,  Conn, 
few  York 

Do. 

Do. 

luladelphU 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

)altimore 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

tVashiogton 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Richmond 


harleiton 
Do. 


Banks. 


Merchants'  Bank{     - 
State  Bank*      - 

Bristol  B«nk:(    - 
Roger  Williama'  Bank 
Newport  Bank 


Manhattan  Bankf  - 
Mechanics'  Bank*  - 
State  Bank,  Albany^* 

Bank  of  PennsjWaniat     - 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
Philadelphia  Bank}  • 
Bank  of  North  America jj  '- 
Trenton,  (N.  J.)  Bank}     - 
Newborn,  (N.  C.)  Bank}  - 


Bank  of  Baltimore    * 
Union  Bank  of  Maitlandt . 

Fanners  ind  Merchants  Bank} 
Mechanics'  Bank}  -  -  ^ 
Franklin  Bank} 
Commercial  -and  Farmers'  Bank 
Marine  Bank}  -  •  ;  • 
Bank  of  Mary fmid     - 

Bank  of  Columbia     - 
Bank  of  Alexandria  - 
Fanners'  Bank  of  Alexandria}* 
Union  Bank  of  Georgetown} 
Bank  of  Washington 

Bank  of  Virginia 

Planters  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
State  Bank*      - 


Amt.  sub- 
scribed^ 


f2Q,000 
00,000 


$60,000 
20,000 
10,000 


$600^000 

600,000 

60,000 


$500,000 

300,000 

100,000 

100,000 

20.000 

25,000 


$50,000 
50,000 
20,000 
20/)00 
20,000 
20,000 
20,000 
10,000 


$200,000 

100,000 

100,000 

75,000 

50,000 


From  banks. 


$20,000 
500,000 


80,000 


1,260,000 


1,045,000 


210,000 


$200,000 


$200,000 
150,000 


*    I 


525,000 
200,000 


,  850,000 


From  indivi- 
duals* 


$11,500 
102,900 
263,000 


14,200 
6,200 


165,400 


525,800 


611,800 


$4,190,000 


73,600 
79,100 


75^400 


$1,928,900 


Total. 


$11,500 
122,900 
763,000 


94,200 
6,200 


1,425,400 


1,570,000 


821,800 


598,600 
279,100 


425,400 


$6,118,900 


.  *  On  tpeeial  contract. 

t  Slock  or  special  contract,  at  the  Option  of  the  OoTerdmem.   All  the  other  banks  rebel  ve  ftock. 

t  Theie  banki  are  not  usual  places  of  dqpotiie  iavabhc  moneys.   All  the  bauks  with  which  pnbUc  depssitea  are  msde,  subscribed ; 
'KM  of  Maaaachnsetts,  Unioa,  (Boatosi)  Saco)  and  Maine,  excepted. 


EVASIONS  OF  THE  NON-IMPORTATION  ACT. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  2d  of  December,  1811.] 

TaEASORY  Department,  iVbv.  26, 1811. 

Sir  :  The  evasions  of  the  Qon-importation  act 
appear  to .  ha?e  priocipaHy  arisen  from  three 
quarters, 

1«  Vessels  have  arrived  from  ports  not  belong- 
iDg  to  Qreat  Britain,  with  merchandise  of  British 
growth  or  manufacture,  which  has, been  entered 
&&  beiog  of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  otl^er 


countries*  This  is  beliered  to  have  been  by  fiir 
the  most  fruitful  source  of  evasions,  and  appears 
to  have  been,  as  yet,  confined  to  vessels  comiog 
with  colonial  produce  from  St.  Bartholomew  and 
Spanish  ports. 

2.  Coasting  vessels,  chiefly  from  the  Northern 
ports,  have  brought  large  quantities  of  plaster  of 
paris,  commonly  taken  on  board  in  the  waters  of 
Passamaquoddy  bay  ;  and  it  is  suggested  that  they 
have  also  oecamonalijr  received  there,  or  from  res- 
sels  at  sea,  other  species  of  British  merchandise* 
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3.  Merchandise  has  been  illegally  imported  by 
land  from  Canada,  and,  as  it  is  belie?ed^  prinoi- 
pally  through  the  State  of  Vermont. 

The  official  and  direct  information  received  on 
•  that  subject  is  not  rery  extensive.  Verbal  or  pri* 
Tate  communications  have  been  made  to  me, 
more  in  the  shape  of  sugeestions  than  founded  on 
a  positive  knowledge  of  the  facts.  Still,  that  eva- 
sions have  taken  place,  in  the  manner  above 
stated,  is  sufficiently  established.  But  I  am  in- 
duced to  believe,  that,  with  the  exception  of  rum 
brought  in  from  St.  Barthelomew,  and  ofplaster 
of  paris  frqm  New  Brunswick,  .the  ainount  of 
merchandise  actually  smuj^gled  is  not  very  con- 
siderable. Exclusively  of  special  instructions 
Bpplieable  to  particular  cases,  and  of  the  employ- 
ment of  cutters,  boats,  and  men,  the  general  mea- 
sures adopted  for  checking  and  preventing  those 
illegal  attempts  Were  inborporated,  and  will  be 
found  in  the  two  enclosed  circulars.  But  some 
further  provisions  appear  necessary,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  suggestions: 

I.  With  respect  to  the  importation  of  British 
articles,  under  color  of  their  being  the  produce  of 
other  countries,  two  efficient  modes  may  be  adopt- 
ed :  1,  To  admit  no  such  articles,  after  a  eertain 
date,  unless  acconipanied  with  a  certificate  of  or-> 
igin  from  the  American  Consul,  or  commercial 
.  agent,  at  the  port  of  exportation.  2,  To  direct  a 
summary  mode,  by  sworn  examiners,  to  decide,  at 
the  time  of  arrival,  on  the  origin  of  the  article, 
which  decision  shall  be  admitted  as  conclusive 
evidence  in  case  of  trial.  ^ 

If.  In  relation  to  coasting  vessels,  it  is  proposed, 
1,  That  they  should  be  obliged  to  enter  and  clear, 
though  ostensibly  bound  to  another  port  in  the 
same  or  an  adjacent  State,  making  only  the  proper 
exceptions  in  favor  of  packets,  and  of  vessels  em- 
ployed solely  witbin  the  same  river  or  bay.  2, 
That  ttie  collectors  should  be  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  iiispect  all  articles  of  foreign  growth  or 
manufacture,  transported  coastwise,  both  when 
put  on  board  and  before  the  same  are  again 
unded.  < 

III.  The  situation  of  Passamaquoddy  seems  to 
require  some  special  provisions,  such  as  to  forbid 
altogether  the  importation  of  any  foreign  article 
from  that  port  into  any  other  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  to  suffer  any  vessels  to  go  there 
without  special  permission  from  the  President. 
Similar  provisions  may  also  be  useful  with  re- 
spect to  St.  Mary's,  in  Ueorgia. 

IV.  It  is  believed  that  the  prevention  of  smug- 
gling from  Canada  depends  more  on  the  vigilance 
and  activity  of  the  collectors,  and  persons  em- 
ployed by  them,  than  on  any  additional  legal  pro- 
vision. It  seems,  however,  necessary  to  extend 
generally  to  inspectors  the  power  of  searching 
houses,  which,  by  the  collection  law,  is  given  only 
to  the  collectors,  or  persons  acting  under  a  spe- 
cial appointment  for  each  case.  It  has  also  been 
suggested  that  a  permission  to  import  salt  fk'om 
Canada  would,  in  other  respects,  facilitate  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  law. 

V.  It  is  not  known  that  vessels,  laden  with  salt, 
and  coming  from  Lisbon  and  other  places,  have 


brought  any  forbidden  articles^  but  the  facility  of 
concealment,  the  article  being  now  duty  free,  and 
neither  measured  nor  examined,  is  obvious;  and 
it  suggests  the  propriety  of  directing  that  sail 
should  be  measured,  or  weighed,  as  if  liable  u 
duty. 

There  are  some  other  improvements,  ofa  more 
genetal  and  permanent  nature,  to.  wfaich  the  at- 
tention of  this  Department  has  been  more  forci- 
bly called  by  the  restrictive  laws,  and  which  I  will 
also  beg  leave  to  suggest. 

The  su peri n tendency  of  the  Treasury  over  tlic 
collectors,  for  the  purpose  of  prod^ciag^  qnifom- 
ity  in  every  respect,  and  of  obtaiiUDg  early  io- 
formation  of  delinquencies,  unfaithfulness,  or  Qe> 
gleet,  would  be  much  more  prompt  and  efficiest 
with  the  aid  of  some  officers,  who  should,  onee 
or  twice  in  a  year,  visit  all  the  custom- hoose^ 
examine  the  books,  the  manner  of  aseertaiaiBg 
duties,  and  generally  the  conduct  of  the  collectors, 
and  report  to  the  Treasury.  I  believe  four  sud 
officers  would  be  sufficient,  and  that,  exclusiveff 
of  other  advantages,  the  delinquencies  they  wooid 
prevent  would  more  jhan  pay  their  com pensatioo. 
The  importance  of  promptly  ascertaining  the* 
want  of  vigilance  of  a  single  collector,  is  at  this 
time  obvious. 

The  mode  of  appraising  merchandise  seized  br 
collectors,  and  restored  by  order  of  a  court,  re- 
quires revision,  h  is  defined  only  in  eases  arisiDf 
under  the  bolleetion  lawj  and  in  all  others  is  left 
to  the  discretion  oi  each  separate  district  court. 
In  all  eases,  it  seems  necessary  and  just  that  the 
invoices  should  be  produced  and  thje  true  vslue 
aseertained  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided 
for  ascertaining  duties;  that  the  duties  should. ia 
every  instance,  be  secured  ;  and  that  the  security 
given  for  the  value  appraised  should  be  indis- 
putable, and  approved  by  the  colleetor  or  district 
attorney. 

Anotner  evil  of  great  magnitude  arises  from 
the  want  ofa  sufficient  remedy  in  the  case  of  in- 
ability of*  the  district  judge  to  perform  the  duties 
of  the  oQce.  The  only  provision  in  force  is  a 
transfer  of  suits  to  the  circuit  court)  which,  in 
States  where  that  court  is  already  overburdened 
with,  business,  is  altogether  inefficient.  The  en- 
closed letter,  marked  D,  will  show  the  extent  of 
the  inconvenience  in  one  of  the  districts. 

The  Northern  frontier  of  the  United  States, 
from  Lake  Cham  plain  to  Lake  Erie,  indades 
seven  districts,  viz:  Champlain,  Oswegaichie, 
Sackett's  Harbor.  Oswego,  Genesee,  Niagara,  and 
Buffiilo  creek,  all  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  distance  from  the  city  of  New  York,  where 
alone  the  district  court  is  held,  and  that  court 
having  more  other  business  than  any  other  in  the 
United  States,  is  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to 
the  execution  of  the  revenue  laws.  In  fact,  a 
district  court  is,  in  that  respect,  as  necessary  od 
that  frontier  as  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir 
your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  TH0MA8  Nbhton, 
Chairman  Com,  Manufactures. 
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NON-IMPORTATION  ACT  MODIFIED. 

;omiiranicftted  to  the  Hoqm,  June  19  and  83,  1813.] 

Committee  Room,  June  9, 1812. 
Sih:  I  am  directed  by  tke  Committee  of  Ways 
)d  Means  to  request  you  tcrioform  them  whether, 
I  jouropinioD,  the  noo-importation  act  may  not 
!  so  modified  or  partially  suspended.  9,3  to  afford 
revenue  equivalent  to  tne  e8tim«tea  amount  of 
e  proposed  internal  faxes,  additional 'lonnaffe 
tty,  and  diminution  of  drawbacks ;  atid,  in  such 
rent,  whether  the  lasC-mentioned  objects  of  re r- 
lue  may  not  for  th«  present  be  dispensed  with. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  your  obedient  ser* 
ini,  LANGDON  CHEVES. 

Hod.  a.  Qallatin,  8e&y  of  (^  TYeeuury.     . 


Treabqrt  Departmbrt,  June  10, 1812. 
Sia:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
•sterday,  asking  whether,  in  my  opinion,  the 
m-importat1on  act  may  not  be  so  modified  or 
irtially  suspended  as  to  afibrd  a  revenue  equiv- 
eni  to  the  estimated  amount  of  the  internal 
jes.  additional  tonnase  duty,  and  diminution  of 
rawbacks^^nd,  in  aueh  event,  whether  theiast* 
eDtiooed  objects  of  revenue  may  not  for  the 
fescDt  be  dispensed  with  ? 
All  the  estimates  of  revejuie- which  have  been 
iDsmiUed  during  this  ses»ioa,  having  necesfa- 
If  been  made  m  conformity  to  the  existing 
>ws,  were  predicated  on  the  supposed  absolute 
rohibition  of  British  produce  and  manufactures. 
bese,  in  ordinary  times,  amounted  to  more  than 
)e-half  of  the  foreign  merchandise  consumed 
I  the  United  Slates.  The  actual  exclusion  oC 
te  greater  part  of  the  articles  of  our  own  growth 
om  France,  Holland,  and  Germanyi  the  con^e- 
leot  nullity  of  our  commerce  with  those  coun- 
ies,  and  the  conquest  by  Great  Britain  of  their 
>IoDies,  still  more  lessens  the  proportion  of  for* 
gn  articles  which  may  be  imjported  from  other 
)antries  than  the  British  dominiona. 
it  is  therefore  evident,  that  the  aijnount  of  du- 
es CD  importations  will  be  more  than  doubled  in 
eereot  of  a  suspension  ofthe  ncta-importation, 
id  that  they  will,  while  that  suspension  contin- 
»,  afibrd  a  revenue  at  least  equivaie|it  to  the 
timated  amount  of  the  proposed  direct  tax,  in- 
nial  duties,  additional  tonnage  duty,  and  dimi- 
iitioD  of  drawbacks.  A 11  these  may  be  dispensed 
lib,  80  long  as  the  suspension  continues,  pro- 
>ded  that  the  contemplated  increase  of  one  han* 
red  per  cent,  on  the  duties  on  importation  shall 
K  place. 

1(  ii  not  believed  that  the  result  would  be  mate- 
ally  affected  by  a  modification  or  partial  instead 
fan  absolute  suspension  of  the  non-importation : 
*r  tbe  amount  of  importations  would  be  princi- 
u\y  regulated. by  the  amount  of  American  funds 
ready  in  England,  and  by  the  subsequent  con- 
imptiod  of  American  produce  in  Great  Britain, 
pain,  and  Portugal,  and  the  British  West  Indies, 
'*Peciively.  If  a  discrimuiation  be  thought  eli- 
'ble,  it  would  seem  that  the  articles  entitled  to 
eference  ate  colonial  produce,  particularly  rum 


coarse  woollens,  middle  price  cotton  goods,  Irish 
linens,  earthen  and  glass  ware,  hardware,  and 
manufactures  of  steel,  tin,  brass,  and  copper. 
Fine  muslins,  plain  cotton  goods,  manufactures 
of  silk,  hemp,  flax,  (with  the  above  exception,) 
and  leather,  paper,  hats,  shoes  and  millinery,  may 
either  be  altogether  supplied  by  domestic  manu- 
factures or  dispensed  with. 

The  annual  importations  of  British  colonial 
and  domestic  prod  nee  and  manufactures  could 
not  be  estimated  at  less  than  thirty-five  millions. 
Supposing  (on  the  same  grounds  on  which  the 
other  estimates  of  duties  on  importation  in  time 
of  war  were  made)  that  the  war  and  other  re- 
strictions should  reduce  the  amount  to  one  hal(^ 
the  proposed  double  duties  collected  on  the  resi* 
due  wogld  produce  a  net  revenue  of  at  least  five- 
millions,  and  greater,  therefore,  than  all  xhe  pro- 
posed internal  taxes  and  duties,  and  additional 
tonnage  duty. 

Permit  roe,  however,  to  observe,  with  respect 
to  this  last  duty,  that,  so  far  as  relates  to  foreign 
vessels,  the  proposed  addition  appears  necessary, 
and  is  hardly  sufficient  to  compensate  the  great 
advantages  which  war  will  give  them  over  Ameri- 
can vessels,  in  the  American  commerce. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  all  the  bil)s  for  laying 
aiui  collecting  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties 
have  been  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  form- 
er request  of  the  committee,  so  that  the  whole 
subject  may  be  taken  up  at  this  or  any  other  time, 
without  any  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury. 
The  only  detail  on  which  the  information  is  not 
as  complete  as  might  be  desired,  is  that  of  the 
quotas  of  the  direct  tax  intended  to  be  laid  ou  the 
several  counties  in  each  State.  It  is  also  believed 
that  the  system  baa  been  prepared  in  such  manner, 
that  it  may  be  organized  and  all  the  taxes  be  in 
full  operation  in  the  month  of  April  next,  provid- 
ed that  the  laws  are  enacted  before  the  eommeime- 
mcnt  of  the  year  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  ^r, 
your  obedient  servant. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Lanodon  Cbeves,  Oiairman 

of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 


June  23, 1812. 
Sib:  The  non-importation  acts  forbid  two 
things^  viz:  Istw  The  importation  of  British  mer- 
chandise :  2d.  The  importation  of  any  merchan- 
dise whatever,  from  the  dominions  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  bill  reported  to  the  House  suspends  the 
operation  of  the  first  prohibition,  but  not  of  the 
second.  This  is  intended*  it  is  presumed,  to  pre- 
vent direct  importations  from  Great  Britain  in 
neutral  veesels.  That  regulation  will,  it  is  believ- 
ed, have  no  other  effect  but  to  enhance  the  freight, 
and  thereby  make  us  pay  dearer  for  the  merchan- 
dise. But,  supposin|;  thai  exception  to  be  gene- 
rally proper,  its  application  to  tHe  adjacent  Brit- 
ish provinces  will  be  injurious.  It  is  our  interest 
now  to  draw  from  Canada  all  the  furs  and  mer- 
ehandise  belonging  to  our  citizens.  Theirexpor- 
tation  may  be  forbidden  by  the  British,  but,  if 
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permitted  by  theco,  their  importatioa  into  the 
'Uaited  States  will  continae  to  be  forbidden.  If 
this  be  not  iatended,  the  bill  should  be  amended 
by  insertin^^  in  the  first  section,  after  the  words 
"Great  Britain,"  the  words  '*  or  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  from  the  British  provinces, 
adjacent  to  the  United  States,"  or  words  to 
that  effect.  Or  a  third  section,  specially  provid- 
ing for  the  case,  may  be  introduced.  It  seems  to 
me  thatj  even  it  the  bill  were  rejected,  that  pro-^ 
•  vision  is  due  to  our  citizens,  who  should  be  per- 
mitted, if  they  can,  to  snatch  their  property  from 
the  enemy's  hfirnds.  That  property,  in  England 
^uns  no  great  risk ;  but,  in  a  Colonial  Govern- 
ment, may  be  seized  by  the  mere  act  of  the  Gov- 
ernor. Smuggling,  also,  is  much  more  dangerous 
from  that  quarter  tban  by  sea. 

The  title  of  the  bill  does  not  agree  with  the 
enacting  clause. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN.  . 

Hon.  Langoon  Cbeves. 


THE  MILITIA. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  March  6, 1812.] 

Eesolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  St€Ue 
of  Kentucky^  That,  whereas  the  subject  of  our 
national  militia,  at  all  times  important;  seems, 
from  the  aspect  of  our  foreign  relations,  to  be 
peculiarly  so  at  the  present  time;  and  experience 
naving  shown  that  the  present  system  has  great 
defects,  nroducing  much  inconvenience  without 
many  or  those  benefits  which  a  better  arrant- 
meat  would  insure ;  and  the  Legislatute  of  this 
State  being  impressed  with  a  belief  that  an  ade- 
quate remedy  for  the  evil  rests  rn  the  hands  of 
the  General  Government  alone,  which  has  a  Con- 
stitutional power  to  provide  for  the  orffauization, 
arming,  and  disciplininff  our  national  force ;  this 
Legislature,  in  benalfof  their  constituents^  with 
every  deference  to  the  wisdona  of  those  whose 
power  and  duty  it  is  to  act  finally  on  the  subject, 
will  proceed  to  suggest  their  ideas  on  some  of  the 
inconveniences  which  attend  the  present  militia 
aystem,  together  with  the  mode  in  which  they 
might  be  obviated,  with  a  view  of  their  being 
submitted  to  the  competent  authorit]^. 

1.  Although  a  well-organized  militia  is  the 
greatest  safeguard  of  a-  free  people,  because  the 
soldiers  being  the  citizens,  their  military  interest 
is  to  secure  their  civil  rights;  yet  the  safeguard 
can  only  be  available,  in  proportion  to  the  capa- 
city of  the  militia  to  act  witti  efiect. 

2.  This  capacity  seems  to  be  composed  of  num- 
bers, organization,  discipline,  and  arms;  which 
Utter  may  include  camp  equipage  and  the  neces- 
sary munitions  of  war. 

3.  Number  is  but  one  ingredient  of  military 
capacity^  because  a  small  number,  well  armed 
and  disciplined,  will  defeat  a  larger  one,  which  is 
inferior  in  these  two  respects. 

4.  Organization  seems  to  be  ihe  mean  by  which 
any  given  number  of  troops  may  be  disposed  of. 


so  as  to  act ;  and  the  more  perfect  this  is,  with  » 
much  more  facility  ean  that  number  be  broogb: 
into  action,  to  the  extent  of  its  force,  upon  any 
emergency. 

5.  The  extent  of  the  force  of  a  given  nombei 
of  troops,  when  brought  into  action,  w^ill  be.  it 
the  general,  in  proportion  to  its  discipline  ini 
armature ;  these  two,  therefore,  seem  to  compose 
the  hand  that  is  to  execute  f  and  the  more  perfeci 
they  are  when  in  action,  in  that  proportion  will 
the  force  of  any  given  number  of  men  be  ^eater: 
and,  as  it  is  seen  that  the  perfection  of  this  forcf, 
the  reverse  of  that  of  a  standing  army,  turns  to 
the  advantage  of  the  State  against  her  enemies. 
without  threatening  the  rights  of  her  citizas: 
the  object,  then,  which  highly  interests  every  por- 
tion of  the  Union,  seems  evidently  to  be  so  to  or- 
ganize the  national  force,  that  it  can  be  ased  vith 
the  greatest  facility  and  efiect,  for  legitimate  par- 
poses,  while  thesoldier  shall  be stiU  so  far  a  citizeL 
as  to  have  an  interest  in  respecting  the  rights  ot 
the  latter,  which -are,  in  fact,  bis  own ;  so  as  o«rer 
to  cause  an  abuse  or  diversion  of  chat  force  frooi 
its  true  end. 

If,  therefore,  tyery  individual  in  the  UDJte^ 
States,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  wera  to  be  so  or- 
ganized, disciplined,  armed,  and  accoutred,  as  t.^ 
act  when  required^  it  woulo  certainly  present  ikf 
spectaeie  of  a  perfect  militia  of  the  whole,  which 
no  age  or  country  ever  witnessed,  and,  most  prc- 
bably,  in  a  country  orjpovernment  like  ours,  oem 
will  be  seen.  And.  if  a  general  draught  were  tc 
be  made — ^and  we  oug^l  to  calculate  on  the  effec' 
of  this — to  be  equal,  it  must  be  impartial ;  aoii 
how  many  wh<)  would  hare  neither  arms,  accoo- 
trements,  nor  discipline,  would  be  thus  designated* 
— men  who  might  be  useful  at  home,  but  who 
would  scarcely  find  employment  for  our  enemies. 
even  if  armed,  and  whose  rout  and  slaughter 
would  only  serve  to  mark  our  calaraiiy.  asd 
spread  dismay  among  our  friends ;  and  experieDee 
has  proved  that  substitutes  are  seldom  worth  anr* 
thing.  But  does  not  the  circumstance  of  a  gee- 
eral  draught  show  forcibly  the  defect  of  our 
militia  organization  9  How  much  time  ts  lost  m 
mustering  all  the  militia  in  the  United  States  ? 
How  much  will  it  require  to  hunt  up  arms,  and 
to  get  those  of  a  proper  description  ?  The  latter, 
we  much  suspect,  could  not  be  easilv  procored. 
Thus  it  has  happened,  as  it  is  thence  to  be  iiiferred, 
will  again  happen,  that  the  season  for  action  has 
pas.^ed  away  in  preparation,  giving,  in  macjr 
cases,  advantages  to  the  enemy,  not  easily  re- 
gained. 

,6.  But  it  is  seen  from  experience  that  habits  of 
discipline  are  most  efieetuatly  acquired  in  youth. 
The  youth,  too,  of  every  countrf yseem  to  be,  from 
their  vigor,  and  alertness,  best  calculated  for  mili- 
tary service ;  their  very  ardor,  itself,  seeins  to  be 
the  guarantee  of  successful  enterprise;  and  cer- 
tain^ they  can  be  spared  for  this  service,  witc 
much  less  inconvenience  to  the  avocations  oi 
civil  life,  than  the  heads  of  families ;  and  these 
pursuits  must  still  be  attended  to,  or  the  very  sin- 
ews of  war  will  be  dried  up  or  broken. 

7.  The  remedy,  therefore,  which  this  hegisl%' 
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ire  would  beg -leave  to  submit  f6r  cbeeonsidera*  j  Schedule  cf  the  apporiionmefU  of  100,000  MUitia^ 
00  of  Congress,  is,  to  class  the  militia  between  required  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
ertain  ages,  and  without  intending  the  slightest  IQth  of  Aprils  1812,  entitled  ^\Ain  act  to  atihor- 
isrespect  to  the  wisdom  of  that  honorable  body,  ize  a  detachment  from,  the  Militia  of  the  Uni' 
bef  would,  by  way  of  example,  submit^  that  the  ted  States.^^ 
ailitia  might  be  divided  into  three  classes :    The 


Irst,  to  be  composed  of  all  capable  of  bearing 
ims,  and  not  exempted  by  law,  between  fifteen 
nd  t wen ty-one% years  of  age;  the  second,  be- 
ireen  twenty-one  and  twenty-seven  years  of  age ; 
be  third  between  twenty-seven  aiid  forty-five 
ears  of  age.  The  principal  object  pi  the  first 
;lass  would  be  to  acquire  a  kaowiedge  of  tactics 
iDd  discipline ;  of  the  second,  which  might  be 
leDominated  the  effective  one,  to  be  completely 
irmed  and  eqaipped  to  marcb  whenever  required; 
)f  the  third,  to  form  a  reserve,  and  which  need 
101  be  compelled  to  attend  musters,  unless  when 
Jiey  were  called  upon  to  render  actual  service. 

h  is  not  deemed  proper  toenter  into  a  detail  of 
ueasures  foi^  keeping  the  twiddle  or  effective  class 
properly  armed  add  equipped ;  that  it  should  be 
K),  15  evident. 

The  progress  of  all  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
ibrough  the  several  classes,  would  promise  a 
^eaier  perfection  in  discipline,  than  can  be. effect- 
ed under  the  present .  plan ;  all  would,  in  fact, 
bare  passed  through  a  schpol,  in  which  it  would 
have  heen  taught,  and,  perhaps,  more  than  a  mil- 
lioQ  of  dollars  be  annually  saved  to  the  commu- 
nKy  in  the  labor  of  those  exeused  from  uselessly 
attending  musters.  But  the  greatest  advantage 
wbich  would  result  from  it,  would  be  the  keeping 
to  effective,  -disposable,  and  competent  military 
force,  at  all  times  ready  for  serviee,  without  the 
danger  and  inconvenience  resulting  from  a  stand- 
ing army.  These  ideas  are  submitted  merely 
with  the  view  that  the  attention  of  the  National 


New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts 
Connecticut     - 
Rhode  Island  * 
Vermont 
New  York 
New  Jersey 


-    •    -        -        -    3.500 

-  -       -        -        -  10,000 
-       -        -    3.000 

.        -       500 

-  *.;       -        -        -    3,000 
13,500 

.     -      -      .      -  5;ooo 

Pennsylvania  -    .    •        -        -        ...  14,000 


Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia  - 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Georgia  - 
Kentucky  , 
Ohio 
Tennessee 


1,000 
6,000 
12,000- 
7,000 
5.000 
3:500 
5.600 
5:500 
2.500 

100,000 


MILITARY  FORCE  IN  JUNE,  1812.    . 

f Communicated  to  the  Senate,  June  9, 18 IS.] 

War  Department,  June  6, 1812. 
Sir  :  By  the  consent  of  the  Presideot,  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  enciose^  in  the  same  confi- 
dence' in  which  the  information  Was  required, 
statements  from  the  proper  officers,  which,  it  is' 
presumed,  will  answer  satisFactorily  the  inquiries 
contained  in  your  letter  of  the  fifth  instant,  rela- 


Legislature  should  be  called  to  the  subfect,  and  it  j  tive  to  the  present  state  of  the  army 


appears  that  none  can  be  of  higher  moment. 

Resolved,  ^Vh9ii  copies  of  these  resolutions  be 
traasmitied,  one  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  one  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Rep* 
resentatives-in  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
submitted  to  that  body. 


QUOTAS  OF  MILITIA. 

[Commuiioated  to  the  Senate,  June  1,  1813.3 

War  Department,  May  28, 1812. 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  honorable 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  the  27th  inst., 
directing  a  report  of  ^'  the  number  of  men  ordered 
to  be  supplied  by  each  State  for  the  purpose,  of 
completing  their  respective  quotas  under  the  act 
of  the  present  session,  entitled  'An  act  to  author- 
ize a  detachment  ot  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,"  the  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  here- 
with to  transmit  a  schedule  showing  the  number 
of  men  required  from  each  State,  by  virtue  of 
the  act  before  mentioned.   . 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  EUSTIS. 

Prjbsidbiit  of  the  iSeno^e,  f  c. 


The  regular  troops  reported  at  several  of  the 
most  importa^nt  maritime  posts  receive  continual 
reinforcements  from,  the  recruits,  and  in  -calcu-^ 
lating  the  force  for  this  defence,  the  aid  of  the 
militia  of  the  vicinity  is  relied  ou  in  cases  of 
emergency.  Sixteen  hundred  miliria  have  al- 
ready marched  for  the  defence  of  the  northern 
frontier  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  six  com- 
panies of  militia  artillery  have  been  detached  for 
the  works  in  the  city  and  harbor  of  New  York. 
Twelve  hundred  volunteers  and  militia  have 
marched  for  Detroit  |  two  companies  have  been 
ordered  to  Sandusky;  and  the  six  comipanies  of 
rangers,  authorized  by  law,  to  the  frontiers  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Louisiana.  The  Crov- 
ernors  of  other  States  have  been  directed  to  fur« 
nish  detachments  of  militia,  on  the  requisitions 
of  the  Generals  charged  with  the  defence  of  the 
maritime  Xrontier. ' 

When  the  extent  of  country,  the  disadvantages 
under  which  the  recruiting'  service  was  com^- 
menced,  and  the  tmcertaioty  which  has^  prevailed 
in  the  public  mind  relative  to  the  ulterior  meas- 
ures which  would  be  adopted,  are  considered,  the 
success  which  has  attended  this  service  will  be 
found  to  have  equalled  any  reasonable  expecta- 
tions. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  EUSTIS. 
Hon.  Joseph  Andebson,  C^ainnan. 


Inspector  Gen's  Office,  June  5, 1812. 

Sir:  You  have  been  pleased  to  address  to  this 
office  the  following  inquiries: 

1.  What  is  the  amount  of  tbe  force  raised 
,  under  tbe  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  raise  an  addi- 

tipnal  military  force?" 

2.  Are  the  troops  newly  raised  sufficiently 
equipped  and  disciplined  to  fit  them  for  imme- 
diate service? 

With  rels^tion  to  the  first  inquiry,  I  would  state, 
that  bv  the  recruiting  instructions  which  issuea 
from  this  office  on  the  28th  of  March  last,  it  was 
directed  that ''  the  commanding  officers  of  recruit- 
,  ing  districts  shall  monthly  make  returns  to  the 
comgianding  officer  of  the  department,  who  will 
make  monthly  returns  to  tna  Department  of 
War.'' 

No  returns  were  made  for  the  month  of  April, 
from  any  of  the  recruiting  departments,  except 
fio.  5,  including  the  States  of  New  York  and 
Connecticut;  and  the  return  from  that  departa>ent 
ouly-exhibiM  the  nupriber  of  recruits  in  three  of 
the  six  recruiting  districts  which  it  contains. 

No  return  has  yet  been  received  from  any  of 
the  recruiting  departments  for  the  month  of  May. 

Some  imperfect  reports  and  estimates  of  the 
number  of  recruits,  dated  on  various  days  in  the 
month  of  May.  have  been  received  from  nine  of 
th^  forty-eight  districts  into  which  the  United 
States  and  their  territories  were  divided;  but  the 
information  they  contain  is  not  sufficient  whereon 
to  found  a  probable  conjecture  of  tbe  whole 
amount  of  jihe  force  raised  under  the  act  afore- 
said. 

To  your  second  inquiry  I  cannot  directly  re- 
ply, npt  haviiig  inspected  the  troops  newly  raised. 
Orders,  have  issued  for.  delivering  arms  to  a  part 
of  tbem;  and,  by  commuoicaiions  received  at 
this  office,  it  appears  that  seven  thousand  three 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  suits  of  clothing,  defi- 
cient in  some  articles,  were  issued  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  forwarded,  during  the  months  of  April 
and  May,  for  the  recruits  of  the  additional  army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient,  A.  SMYTH, 

Acting  Inspector  GeneraL 

Hon.  William  Edstis. 

Return  -of  the  number  of  Troops  in  service  on  the 
Peace  Establishment,  and  Additional  Military  Force 
of  1808  9  number  on  the  Southern  and  Western 
irontier,  and  where  stationed;  number  at  Detroit, 
and  on  the  march  to  that  place;  number  in  the  har- 
bor of  Charleston,  South  Carolina;  number  in  the 
Itfurhors  of  New  York,  Rhode  Island,  and  Boston, 
and  the  number  at  Fort  Mifflin;  also,  the  number 
required  for  the  defence  of  tho  harbor  of  New  York : 

Number  of  troops  in  service  on  the  Peace  Estab- 
lishment, and  additional  military  force  of  1808, 
including  recruits  -       •  .  '  •        •       .  6,744 


Point  Petre,;^St.  Mary^s  river,  Gkorgia      -    194 
Fort  Ha^kitis,  Georgia     -       ...      73 
Fort  Stoddart,  Mississippi  Territory  -    469 

Fort  St.  Philip  -        -        -        -        -       -      72 

New  Orleans  and  Fort  Sl  John  -  -143 
Pass  Christian  and  Baton  Rouge      -       -  1^44 

Natchitoches     - S9 

Fort  Hampton  and  Highwas^ee  -  -  169 
Fort  Massac      ---.--      36 

Belle  Fontaine 134 

Fort  Osage -       -      63 

Fort  Madison  --.---  44 
Vincennes  and  ricinit/  -  -  -  -  117 
Michillimackinac      -       -        -        -       .      89 

Fort  Dearborn 53 

Fort  Wayne S5 

Detroit 119 

On  the.  march  to  Detroit  -  -  -  *  43t> 
Harbor  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina  -  175 
Harbor  of  New  York  ....  901 
Harbor  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island  -  -  193 
Boston  Harbor  -  -  •  -  -  13i 
Fort  Mifflin 65 

It  is  computed  that  three  thousand  men  are 
sufficient  to  man  the  works  in>  the  «ity  and  har- 
bor of  New  York,  ezelnsi?e  of  the  works  at  tbe 
NarrowS)  and  of  the  cannon  on  trarelling  car- 
riages ;  and  that  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men  are 
sufficient  for  the  works  in  the  harbor  of  Newport 
Rhode  Island. 

The  returns  of  recruits  for  May,  with  ooe  or 
twb  ezceptidns,  have  not  been  received.  The  in- 
crease may  be  estimated  at  one  thousand  meo. 

From  the  first  of  January  to  the  30th  of  April 
1812,  have  been  enlisted  eleven  handred  and 
twenty-five  recruits. 

A.  Y.  NICOLE 
AiUutantand  hwpector. 

lN8PECTon'0  pfFicB,  June  6, 1812. 

SfiNATC  Chamber,  June  8, 1812. 

Sir:  The  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  confidential  Message  of  tbe  Pre- 
sident, have  directed  me  to  ask  of  you  an  expIao> 
at  ion  of  the  detailed  report  received  from  year 
office,  signed  by  Mr.  NicoU,  Adjutant  and  In- 
spector. 

The  return  states  the -whole  number  of  troof» 
in  service  on  the  Peace  Establishment,  and  addi- 
tional military  force  of  1808,  to  be  6,744;  tbespe- 
cificatiotr  amounting  to  5,087.  It  is  desirable  to 
know  where  the  difierent  number  of  L657  are 
stationed,  and  whether  the  1,125  recrnit$,  referred 
to  as  having  t^en  ei^isted  to  April  30th,  and  the 
recruits  since  April,  supposed  to  amount  to  1,000 
men,  are  both,  or  either,  mclnded  in  the  aggregate 
first  mentioned  of  6.744  men;  and  whether  the 
1,000  men,  supposed  to  be  enlisted,  in  tbe  month 
of  May,  are  exclusively  for  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment and  additional  military  force  of  1808.  It 
would  also  be  desirable  to  know,  as  far  as  yon  are 
able  to  form  an  opinion,  from  any  probable  data 
you  are  in  possession  of,  or  infornial  information, 
tbe  number  of  recruits  which  you  may  have  rea- 
son to  suppose  are  at  this  time  enlisted  for  the 
additional  military  foree  of  twenty«five  thousand. 
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War  Departmsnt,  June  8, 1812. 

Sir:  Od  consideriog  again  yoar  letter  of  this 
lornio^,  which  was  answered  id  haste.  I  perceive 

desire  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  conamittee^ 
hat  ao  opinion  should  be  expressed  of  the  num* 
erof  recruits  raised  under  the  late  act  provid- 
Dg  ao  additional  military  forces  and  -although 
here  are  bo  official  data  on  which  to  ground  a 
orrect  opinion  of  their  numbers.  I  have  no  hesi- 
mcj  in  giving  an  inofficial  opinion,  that  they 
lay  be  safely  estimated  at  five  thousand. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
bur  obedient  servant,  '     W.  EUSTlS. 

Hod.  Josepb  Anderson. 


WAft  OrricE,  June  9, 1812; 

Sir:  Letters  received  from  Geaerals  Dearborn 
Dd  Bloom  field,  by  the  Diail  of  yesterday,  cofrQrm 
iie  opinion  gives  of  the  nUfnber  of  recruits  raised 
tibis  time.  Greneral  Blodmfield,  from  the  num- 
tis  which  have  already  joined  him,  has  c4>D8id- 
red  il  unnecessary  to  call  into  actual  service  the 
ompaoies  of  militia  artiiiery,  which  have  been 
eucbed.  add  are  in  readiness  to  repair  to  the 
aueries  in  New  York.  Grenerai  Dearborn  re- 
orts  the  recmitiag  service  As.  going  6d  very  wel^, 
od  speaks  of  compleiing  hit  corps  much  sooner 
ban  was  expected. 

Wiih  great  respect^  yonr  obedient  servant, 

W.  EasTis. 

Hon.  JosEPB  Andbabon.-  . 


BATTLE  ON  THE  WABASH. 

[Comrnuaicat6d  to  the  House,  December  18,  1811.] 

"o  tke  Senate  )BtndHoti8e  of  . 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  / 

Hay  before  Congress  two  letters  received  from 
fovernor  Harrison  of^the  Indiana  Territory,  re- 
ortio J  the  particulars  and  the  is^ue  of  the  expe- 
itioQ  under  his  commHnd,  of  which  notice  was 
iken  in  my  communication  of  I^ovembar  5. 

While  it  is  deeply  htmented  that  so  many  V'al* 
able  lives  hare  been  lost  in  the  action  which 
3ok  place  on  the  7th  ult..  Congress  wilt  see  with 
itisfaction  the  dauntless  spirit  and  fortitude  vie- 
Driously  displayed  by  every  description  of  the 
roops  engaged,  as  well  as  the  collected  firmness 
rbich  distinguished  their  commander  on  an  oc^ 
asioQ  requiTing  the  utmost  exertions  of  valor  and 
lisciplne. 

It  may  be  reasonably  expected  that  the  good 
Sects  of  this  critical  defeat  and  dispersion  of 
>  eombioation  of  savages,  which  appears  to  have 
»eeD  spreading  to  a  greater  extent,  will  be  experi- 
need  not  only  in  a  cessation  of  the  murders  and 
lepredations  committed  on  our  frontier,  but  in  the 
•revention  of  any  hostile  incursions  otherwise  to 
aTe  been  apprehended. 

The  families  of  those  brav«  and  patriotic  eiti- 
ens  who  have  fallen  in  this  severe  conflict,  will 
oubtless  engage  the  favorable  attention  of  Con- 
fess JAMES  MADISON. 

December  18, 1811. 

12th  CoK.  1st  Ss98.— 67 


ViNCENNGS,  Nov,  18,  1811. 

'  Sir:  In  my  letter  of  the  8ih  instant,  I  did  my- 
self the  honor  to  communicate  the  result  of  an  ac- 
tion, l)etweea  the  troops  under  my  command  and 
the  confederation  of  Indians  under  the  control 
of  the  Shawaoee  Prophet.  I  had  previously  in- 
formed you,  io  a  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  of  my 
proceediags  previously  to  my  arrival  at  the  Yfer- 
miillon  river,  wh^re  I  had  erected  a  blocks  house 
for  the  protection  of  the  boats  which  I  was  obli- 
ged to  leave,  and  as  a  depository  for  our  heavy 
baggage  and  such  part  of  our  provisions  as  we 
were  unable  to  transport  in  wagons.  On  the 
morning  of  the  3d  instant.  I  commenced  my  march 
from  the  block-bouse.  The  Wabash  above  this 
turning  considerably  to  the  eastward,  1  was  obli- 
ged, in  order  to  avoid  the  broken  and  woody 
country  whidh  borders  upon  it,  to  change  my 
course  to  the  westward  of  north,  to  gain  the  prai- 
ries whieh  lie  to  the  back  of  tlrose  woods.'  At  the 
end  of  oae  day's  march,  I  was  enabled  to  take 
a  proper  direction,  (northeast.)  which  broQght  me 
on  the  evening  of  the  5rh  to  t  small  creek,  at 
about  eleven'  miles  from  the  Prophet's  town.  I 
had  on  the  preceding  day  avoided  the  dangerous 
pass  of  Pine  creek,  by  inclining  a  few  miles  to  the 
left,  where  the  troops  and  wagons'  were  crossed 
with  expedition  and  safety.  'Our  route  on  the 
6ih  for  about  six  miles,  lay  through  prairies  sep- 
arated by  small  points  o(  woods. 

My  order  ofmarch  hithe'rtohad  been  similar  to 
that  used  by  General  Wayne;  that  is,  theinfan* 
try  were  in  two  columns  or  files  on  either  side  of 
the  rtiaJ,  and  the  mounted  riflemen  and  cavalry 
in  front,  io  the  rear,  and  on  tlie  flanks.  Where 
the  grouild  was  unfavorable  for  the  action  of  cav- 
alry they  were  placed  in  the  rear,  but  where  it 
was  otherwise  they  were  made  to  exchange  posi- 
tions with  one  of  the  mounted  rifle  corps.  Un- 
derstanding that  the  last  four  miles  were  open 
woods,  and  the  probability  being  greater  that  we 
should  be  attacked  in  front  tluin  on  either  flank, 
I  halted  at  that  distance  from  the  town,  and 
formed  the  army  in  order  of  battle.  The  Unh> 
ted  States  infantry  placed  in  the  centre,  two  com- 
panies of  militia  infkntry,  and  one  of  rkiounted 
riflemen  on  each'flank,  formed  the  front  line.  In 
the  rear  nfthis  line  was  placed  the  baggA^e^  drawn 
up  as  compactly  as  possible,  and  immediately  be- 
hind it  a  reserve  of  three  companies  of  militia  in- 
fantry. The  cavalry  formed  a  second  line  at  the 
distance  of  thtee  huudred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the 
front  line,  and  acompany  of  mounted  riflemen  the 
advanced  guard  at  that  distance  in  front.  To 
facilitate  the  march,  the  whole  were  then  broken 
ofi'in  short  columns  of  companies,  a  situation  the 
most  favorable  for  forming  in  order  of  battle  with 
facility  and  precision.  Our  march  was  slow  and 
cautious,  and  much  delayed  by  the  examination 
of  every  place  which  seemed  calculated  for  aa 
ambuscade.  Indeed,  the  ground  was  for  some 
time  so  unfavorable  that  I  was  obliged  to  change 
(he  ppsition  of  the  several  corps,  three  times  m 
the  distance  of  a  mile.  At  half  past  2  o'clock  we 
passed  a  small  creek,  at  the  distance  of  one  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  town,  and  entered  an  open 
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wood,  when  tbe  army  was  tailed  and  agaih  drawn 
up  in  order  of  battle.    During  ibe  wbole  of  tbe 
last  day's  marcb}  parties  of  Indians  were  con- 
stantly about  U9,  and  every  effort  was  made  by 
tbe  interpreters  to  speak  to  tltem,  but  in  vainer 
new  attempts  of  tbe  kind  were  now  made,  but 
proving  equally  ineffectual,  Captain  Dubois,  of 
tbe  spies  and  guides,  offering  to  go  with  a  flag  to 
,tbe  town,  I  despatcned  him  witn  an  interpreter 
to  request  a  conference  with  tbe  Prophet.    In  a 
few  moments  a  message  was  sent  by  Captain  Du- 
bois to  inform  me  that  in  his  attempts  to  advance, 
tbe  Indians  appeared  on  both  bis  flanks,  and  al- 
though be  had  spoken  to  them  in  the  most  friendly 
manner  they  refused  to  answer,  but  beckoned  to 
him  to  go  forward  and  constantly  endeavored  to 
cut  him  off  from  tbe  army.    Upon  this  informal 
tion  I  recalled  the  Captain,  and  determined  to 
encamp  for  the  night  and  take  some  other  meas- 
ures for  opening  a  conference  with  tbe  Prophet. 
Whilst!  was  engaged  in  tracing  the  lines  for  the 
encampment,  Majur  Daviess,  who  commanded  the 
dragoons,  can>e  to  inform  me  that  be  had. pene- 
trated to  the  Indian  fields;  that  the  ground  was 
entirely  open  and  favorable;  that  the  Indians  in 
front  had  manifested  nothing  but  hostility  and  had 
answered  every  attempt  to  bring  them  to  a  parley 
with  contempt  and  insolence.    I  was  immediately 
advised  by  all   the  officers  around  me  to  move 
forward.    A  similar  wish  indeed  pervaded  all  the 
army — it  was  drawn   up  in  excellent  order,  and 
every  nian  appeared  eager  to  decide  the  contest 
immediately.    Being  informed   that  a  sood  en- 
campment might  be  had  upon   the  Wabash,  I 
yielded  to  what  appeared  the  general  wish,  and 
directed  the  trooj>8  to  advance,  taking  care  bow- 
ever  to  place  tbe  interpreters  in  fronts  with  direc- 
tions to  invite  a  conference  with  any  Indians  they 
might  meet  with. 

We  had  not  advanced  above  four  hundred 
yards,  when  I  was  informed  that  three  Indians 
had  approached  the  advanced  guard, and  had  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  speak  to  me.  I  found  upon 
their  arrival  that  one  of  them  was  a  nuin  in  great 
estimation  with  the  Prophet.  He  informed  me 
that  the  chiefs  were  much  surprised. at  my  ad- 
vancing upon  them  so  rapidly — that  they  were 
given  to  understand  by  the  Delawarts  and.  Mi- 
amies  whom  I  had  sent^o  them  a  lew  days  before, 
ihat  I  would  not  advance  to  their  town,  until  I 
had  received  an  answer  td  my  demathls  made 
through  them.  That  this  answer  had  been  des- 
patched by  thePotawatimie  Chief  Winemac,  who 
had  accompanied  tbe  Miamiesand  Delawares  on 
their  return  ;  that  they  had  left  the  Prophet's 
town  two  df^ys  before  with  a  design  to  mei^t  me, 
but  had  unfortunately  taken  tbe  road  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Wabdsh.  I  answered  that  I  bad  no 
intention  of  attacking  them  until  I  discovered 
that  thev  would  not  comply  with  tbe  demands 
which  I  bad  made — that  I  would  go  on  and  en- 
camp, at  the  Wabash,  and  in  the  morning  would 
have  an  interview^  with  the  Prophet  and  his 
chiefs,  and  explain  to  them  the  determination  of 
the  President^that  in  the  mean  time  no  hostili- 
ties should  be  committed.    He  seamed  much 


pleased  with  this,  and  promised  that  it  should  b> 
observed  on  their  part.  I  then  resumed  m 
march,  we  struck  the  cultivated  grounds  abcQ; 
five  hundred  yards  b^Iow  tbe  towb,  butasih^^j 
extended  to  the  bank  of  the  Waba&h  there  wau: 
possibility  of  getting  an  encampment  which  wt 
provided  with  both  wood  and  water.  Myguriti 
and  interpreters  being  still  with  the  advaoce: 
guard,  and  taking  the  direction  of  thetowt.i:i^ 
army  followed,  and  had  advanced  withio  abot 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  when  Qhyordin 
Indians  sallied  out  and  with  loud  exclamaiiooi 
called  to  the  cavalry  and  to  the  militia  iDfao'jj 
which  were  on  our  right  flank,  to  halt.  1  imln^ 
diately  advanced  to  the  front,  caused  the  armvL 
halt,  and  directed  an  interpreter  to  request  suek 
of  the  chiefs  to  come  to  me.  In  a  few  momeES 
tbe  man  who  had  been  with  me  before  madf  a 
appearance.  I  informed  faim  that  my  object  fc 
the  present  was  to  procure  a  good  piece  of  grod 
to  encamp  on,  where  we.eoold  get  wood  u^ 
water— *he  informed  me  that  there  wasacrevt: 
the  northwest  which  he  though t* would  so iior 
pufpose.  I  immediately  despatcbed  two  offictr 
to  ezaraiae  it,  and  they  reported  that  the  sitaar.i 
was  excel lenL  I  then  took  leave  of  the  c:<t& 
and  a  mutual  promise  was  again  made  fora.^ 
pension  of  hostilities  until  we  eould  hsTeto^ 
tervie  w  on  tbe  following  day.  I  found  thegr^ai 
destined  for  the  encampment>Aoc  altogeibersd5 
as  I  eould  wish  it — it  wos  indeed  admirablrct^ 
culated  for  the  encampment  of  regular  troops. tA£ 
were  opposed  to  regulars,  but  it  afforded  gtin: 
facility  to  the  approach  of  savages.  Iirji 
piece  of  dry  oak  laud,  rising  about  ten  leeiibon 
the  level  of  a  marshy  prairie  in  front,  ((OTink 
tbe  Indian  town,)  and  nearly  twice  that  bei^ 
abovea  simihir  prairiein  the  rear,  through wL^d 
and  near  to  this  bank  ran  a  small  stream  clem 
with  willows  and  other  brush  wood.  Twt^ 
the  left  flank  this  bench  of  high  land  mi^^ 
considerably,  but  became  gradually  nirrowcii:i 
the  opposite  direction,  and,  at  the  disiaoce  oi  i^< 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  tbe  right  flaok.  u:- 
minated  in  an  abrupt  point.  The  two  Ci/lao-* 
of  infantry  occupied  the  front  and  rearoftii> 
ffround,  at  the  distance  of  about  one  hundred  u^ 
fifty  yards  from  each  other  on  the  l^t,  and  sonif- 
tbing  more  than  half  tbe  distance  on  lii^  f^^' 
flank — these  flanks  were  filled  up,  the  first 6p'^^ 
companies  of  mounted  riflemen,  amooQiiDg  j^ 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  uoiier  (-^ 
command  of  Majbr  General  Wells  of  ibe  Kt:- 
tucky  militia,  who  served  as  a  Major;  tbe  otis^^ 
by  Spencer^s company  of  mounted  riflemeo.v3iC^| 
amounted  to  eighty  men.  The  front  liae  ^^ 
composed  of  one  battalion  of  United  Siaie>  ^^ 
fantry,  under  the  command  of  Major  FM^ 
flanked  on  the  right  by  two  companies  of  m'l'-^ 
and  on  the  left  by  one  company.  Tiierearj«^ 
was  composed  of  a  battalion  of  Uoited  S'J^ 
troops  under  tbe  command  of  Captain  Baeo,i'^ 
ing  as  Major,  and  four  companies  o(  mili^'^  '*'' 
fantry  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Decker.  ^^ 
regular  troops  of  this  line  joined  the  mou^^ 
riflemen  under  Gener*!  Wells  on  the  kd  ai» 
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nd  Coloael  Decker's  battalibn  formed  an  angle 
rith  Speneef^ft  companyciiii'  t4e  left 
Two  troops  of  dragoons,  amoantiog  lo  in  the 
ggregateaboat  surty  men,  were  enoamped  in  the 
ear  of  the  left  flaok,  and  Captain  Parke's  troop, 
rhich  was  lar^r  thafk  tke  ottier  two,  in  tbe  rear 
D  the  front  hoe.  Qur  order  of  encampment 
tried  little  from  that  abe?e  desctibed,  excepting 
rben  some  peculiarity  of  the  groand  made  it  ae- 
Ksary.  For  a  night  attack  the  order  of  encttmp- 
lent  was  the  order  of  battle,  and  each  man-i^lepi 
nmediateiy  opposite  to  his  post  in' the  Una.  In 
ke  formation  of  my  troops  I  used  a  singte  raolr, 
r  what  if  called  an  Indian  file«— because  in  In- 
m  warfare,  where  there  is  no  shock  to  resist, 
pe  raok  is  nearly  as.  good  as  two,  and  in  that* 
ioduf  warfare  the  ettension  of  line  is  a  matte# 
f  tbe  first  importance.  Raw  ctoops  also  man- 
tarre  with  much  more  jfkcility  in  single  than  in 
oable  ranks.  It  was  my  constant  onstdm  to  as- 
toble  al(  the  field  officers  at  my  tent  every  eve- 
iof  by  stgnal,  to  gite  them  the  wtftch-word  and 
keir  instruct  Ions  for  the  night^hose  given  for 
ke  oiffht  of  the  6th  were,  that  each  corps  which 
Rined  a  part  of  the  exterior  line-of  the  encamp* 
KDt,  shoald  bold  its  own  ground  until  relievedr 
!bedragoGtoswere  direcred  to  pKrflde  dismootited 
1  case  of  a  night  attack,  with  their  pisttils  in 
kcir  belts,  and  to  act  as  a  corps  dereser? e.  The 
imp  was  defended  by  twocapiatns'  guards, con* 
stiog  each  of  foiK  non-commissioned  officers 
nd  forty-two  privates,  and  two  snbsllterns'  guards 
f  twenty  non-eom missioned  officers  and  privates*. 
!be  whole  uirder  tbe  command  of  a' field 'officer 
f  the  day.  T|ie  troops  Were  regularly  called 
p  aa  hour  before  day,  and  made  to  contione 
■der  arms  un.ttl  it  was  'quite  light. '  On  the 
lorniog  of  the  7th,  I  had  risen  at  a  quarter  after 
Hir  o'cloekv  and  the  signal  for  calling  out  the  men 
rould  hare  been-given  in  two  minntes,  whei^  the 
ttack  commenced.  It  began  on  our  lefrflank-^ 
Ota  singiegun  was  fired  by  the  sentinel  or  by  the 
nsrd  in  that  direction,  which  made  not' the  lease 
(mtance,  bat  abftodooed  their  officer  and  fled  i  ate 
imp.  and  tbe  first  notice  which  the  troops  of  that 
a&k  had  )o[  the  danger,  was  ffom  the  yells  of-the 
If  ages- within  a  short  distance  of  the  line — but 
ven  aiider^hose  clrcoma^anoes  the  men  Were  not 
raatjag  to  themtelves  or  to  the  occasion.  Such 
f  them  as  were  awake  or  were  easily  awakened, 
Nzed  their  arms  and  todk  their  stations;  others 
^iefa  weste  tardy,  had  to  contend  with  the  enemy 
nhe  doors  of  their  teats.  The  stornj  first  fell 
pon  Captain  Barton's  company  of  the  4th  Unfted 
Itates  regiment,  and  Captain  Geig^r^s  company 
f  mounted  riflemen,  which  formed  the  lefY  angle 
f  the  rear  line.  The  fire  upon  these  was  exces- 
ively  severe  and  they  suffered  considerably  before 
slier  cotHd  be  brouc^t  to  them;  Some  feW  In- 
ians  passed  into  |he  encampment  near  the  anjjle, 
nd  ooe  or  two  penetrated  to  some  distance  before 
key  were  killed.  I  believe  all  the  other  companies 
rcre  under  arms  and  tolerably  formed  before  they 
rare  fired  on.  The  morning  wtis  dark  and  clocKly 
"OQr  fires  afforded  a  partial  light,  which,  if  it 
ive  OS  aottie  <^pDrtttait|f  of  taking  our  pMiioos, 


was'siill  more  advantageous  to  the  enemy,  af- 
fording them  the  means  of  taking  a  surer  aim — 
they  were  therefore  extinguished  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. Under  ail  these  discouraging  circumstan- 
ces, the  troops. (nineteen  twentieths  of  whom  had 
never  been  in  action' before)  behaved  in  a  manner 
that  can  never  be  too  much  applauded.  They 
took  their  plaees  without  noise,  and  with  less 
coofusioD  thiin  could  have  been  expected  from 
veterans  placed  in  a  similar  situation.  As  soon 
as.Icoam  moont  my* horse,  I  rode  to  the  an- 
gle th^t  was  attacked — i  found  that  Barton's  eom- 
pany  had  suffered  severely^  and  the  left  of  Getger's 
entirely  broken.  I  immai lately  ordered  Coolc's 
company  and  the  late  Carptain  Wentwbrth's, 
under  Lieutenant  Peters,  to  be  brought  pp  from 
the  ventre  of  t4e  rear  line,  Where  the  ground  was 
nuich  more  defensible,  and  formed  across  the  an- 
gle in  support  of  Barton's  and  Qeiger's.  My  at-< 
tedtion  was-.there  en^ged  by  a  lieavy  firing  upon 
theieftof  4he  front  line,  where  We r^ stationed  th^ 
small  company  of  •  United  States  Hflemen  (then 
however  arn>ed  with  muskeis)  and  the  comnanies 
of  Baen,  Snelling,  and  Prese.ott,  of  the  4th  regi- 
ment. I  found  Major  Daviess  forming  the  dra- 
godtis  in  tbe  rear  of  those  companies;  and  under- 
standing that  the  heaviest  part  df  the  enemy's 
fire  proceeded  from  eome  trees'  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  paces  in  front  of  those  compames,  I  direct- 
ed the  Major  to  dislodge  them  with  a  part  of  the 
dragoons.  Unfortunately  the  Major's*  gallatitrv 
determined  him  to  execute  the  prderWitb  asmall^ 
er  force  than  was  sufficient,  which  enabled  the 
enemy  to  avoid  him  in  front,  and  attack  his  flanks.  < 
The  Major  was  mortally  "wounded  and  his  party 
driven  back*  The  Indians  wefe  however  imme- 
diately and  gallantly  dislodged  fVom  their  ad  van* 
tageous  position,  by  Captain'SneUing,  at  the  head 
of  his  company.  In  the  course  of  a  few  minutes 
after  tbe  commencement  of  tbe  attack,  the  fire 
eatended  'along  the  left  flank,  the  whole  of  the 
fronts  the  right  flan^,  and  part  of  the  r«ar  lin^i 
Upoh  Spencer's  monnied  riflemen,  and  the  right  < 
of  )Varwick's  company,  which  Wa^  posted  on  the 
right  of  the  rear  line,  it  was  excessively  severe } 
Oeptatn  Spencer  and  his  first  amd  second  Lien-' 
tenitttts  were  kilied;  and  Captain  Warwick  wss . 
mortally  wounded'-^t  hose  companies  however  stifll 
bravely  maintained  their  posts,  but  Spencer  had 
sofifered  so  severely,  and  haring  originally  too 
much  ground  to  occupy,  I*  reinforced  them  with 
Robb's  company  of  Hfiemen,  Which  bad  beeii 
driven,  Or  by  mistake  ordered  front  their  positfdn 
on  the  left  flank  towards  the  centre  of  the  camp, 
and  filled  the  vacancy  that  had  been  occupied  bf 
Robb  with  Prescott's  company  of  the  4th  United 
States  regiment.  My  great  object  was  to  keep  the 
liDe»  entire,  to  prevent  -the  enemy  from  breaking 
into  the  camp  until  day  light,  which  should  ena* 
ble  me  to  make  a  general  and  effectual  charge. 
With  this  view  I  had  reinforced  every  part  of  the 
line  that  had  suffered  much;  aiki  tis  soon  as  the 
approach  of  morning  discovered  itself,  I  withdrew 
from  the  front  line  Snelling's,  Posev's  (under 
Lieotenant  Albright)  and  Scott's,  anti  te^m  the 
DSarJtae,  Wilsoa's  eompaniei,  tod  drewthena  up 
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upon  the  leFi  flank,  and  at  the  same  time  I  ordered 
Cook's  and  Baen's  com  pan  ies,  the  former  from 
the  rear  and  the  latter  from  the  froDt  lioe,  to  rein- 
force the  right  flaok;  foreseeing  that  at  these 
pbints  the  enemy  would  make  their  last  efforts. 
Major  Wells,- who  commanded  on  tht?  left  flank, 
not  knowing  my  inteDttoas  preciftely^  had  taken  the 
command  of  these  companies,  had  charged  the 
enemy  before!  had  formed  the  body  of  dragoons 
with  which  I  meant  to  support  the  infantry;  a 
small  deiachmentofthese  were  howerer  ready  and 
proved  amply  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  *  The  In 


dians  were  driven  by  the  infantry  at  the  point    ant  Albright.    In  short,  sir,  they  supported  me 


•  f 


of  the  hayonet,  and  the  dragoons  pursued  and 
forced  them  iohto  a  marsh,  where  (hey  could  npt 
be  fpHowed.  Captain  Cook  and  Lt.  Larebee  had, 
jtgr^eably  to  my  order,  marched  their  companies 
to  the  right  flank,  had  formed  ihem  under  the  fire 
of  the  enemy,  and  being  then  joined  by  the  rifle- 
men of  that  flank,  had  charged  the  Indians,  killed 
a  number,  and  put  the  rest  to  a  precipitate  flight. 
A  favorable  opportunity  was  here  offered  to  pur- 
sue the  enemy  with  dragoons,  but  being  engaged 
at  that  time  on  the  other  flank,  I  did  not  o^erve 
it  until  it  was  too  late. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  given  you  the  particulars  of  an 
action  which  was  certainly  maintained  with  the 
greatest  obstinacy  and  perseverance  b^  both  par- 
ties. The  Indians  manifested  a  ferocity  uncom- 
mon even  with  them— *to  their  savage  fury  our 
troops  opposed  that  cool  and  deliberate  valor 
which  is  characteristic  of  the  Christian  soldier. 

The  most  pleasing  part  of  my  duty  (that  of 
Dtming  to  ypu  the  corps  and  individuals  who 
particularly  distinguished  themselves)  is  yet  to  be 
performed.  There  is,  however,  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  it^where  merit' was  so  common  it*  is  al- 
most impossible  to  discriminate. 

The  whole  of  the  infantry  formed  a  small  brig- 
ade under  the  immediateorders^f  Colonel  Boyd. 
The  Colonel  throughout  the  action  manifested 
equal  zeal  and  bravery  in  carrying  into  eiecution 
my  orders,  in  keeping  the  men  to  their  posts  aad 
exhorting  them  lo  fight  with  valor.  Hi^  Brig- 
ade Major  Clark,  and  his  Ai^-de-Camp  Oeor^e 
Croghdn,  Esq.  were  also  very  serviceably  em- 
ployed. Colonel  Joseph  Ekrtholomew,  a.  very 
valuable  officer,  commanded  under  Colonel  Boyd 
the  militia  infantry;  he  was  wounded  early  in 
the  action,  and  his  services  lost  to  me.  Major 
G.  R.  C.  Floyd,  the  senior.of  the  4th  United 
States'  regiment,  contmanded.  immediately^  the 
battalion  of  that  regiment,  which  wa»  in  the  front 
line;  his  conduct  during  the  action  was  entirely 
to  my  satisfaction.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Decker, 
who  commanded  the  battalion  of  militia  on  the 
right  of  the  rear  line,  preserved  his  command  in 
good  order;  he  was,  however,  but  partially  at* 
tacked.  I  bave  before  mentioned  to  you  that 
Maior  General  Wells,  of  the  4th -division  of  Ken- 
tucky militia,  acted  under  my  command  as  a 
Major  at  the  head  of  two  companies  of  mounted 
Toluoteers;  the  General  maintained  the  fame 
whicli  he  had  already  acquired  in  almost  every 
campaign  and  in  almost  every  battle  whieh  has 


of  Kentucky*  Of  the  several  cbrps,  the  4th  U&i- 
ted  States' regiment  and  two  small  companies  at- 
tached to  it,  were  certainly  4he  most  coDspicoom 
for  undaunted  valor.  The  companies  com msodd 
by  Captains  Cook,  Soelling.  and  Barton;  Li«fi- 
tenants  Larebee,  Peters, and  Ha  wkins,  were  pUeeil 
in  situations  where  they  could  render  most  ser- 
vice and  encounter  most  danger,  and  those  oi- 
cers  eminently  distinguished  themselves.  Cap- 
tains Prescot  and  Brown,  performed  their  doif 
also  entirely  to  my  satisfaction,  as  did  Poser'i 
oompaoy  of  the  7th  regiment  beaded  by  Lteoten- 


fame  of  American  regulars,  and  I  have  wm 
heard  that  a  single  individual  was  foand  oat  of 
the  line  of  his  duty.  Several  of  the  militia  com- 
panies were  in  no  wise  inferior  to  the  regQlsn. 
Spencer's^  Geiger^,  and  Warwick's  maintaisci 
their  posts  amidst  a  monstrous  carnage,  a^  iodd 
did  Robb's  aAer  it  was  posted^  on  the  left  fliok; 
its  loss  of  men  (seventeen  killed  and  wouodd) 
and  keeping  its  ground  is  sufficient  evidence  of Iq 
firmness.  Wilson's  and  Scott's  companies  chftrged 
with  the  regular  troops  and  prpved  themselra 
worthy  of  doing  80.  Norris's  company  also  be- 
haved well;  Hargrove's  and  Wilkins's compuy 
were  placed  in  a  situation  where  they  bad  do 
opportunity  of  distioguisJii ng^ themselves, or  laa 
satisfied  they  would  have  done  it.  This  wa^titt 
case  with  the  squadron  of  dragoons  also.  Afi«f 
Major  Daviess  had  received  his  wound,  kooviBi 
il  to  be  mortal,  I  promoted  Captain  Parke  to  the 
majority,  than  whom  there  is  no  better  officer. 

My  two  Aids-de-Camp,  Majors  Hurst  and  Tay- 
lor, with  Lieutenant  Adams  of  the  4th  regimeoL 
the  adjutant  of  the  troops,  afforded  me  the  most 
essential  aid,  as  well  in  the  action  as  througboat 
the  campaign. 

The  arrangemeDtst)fCapuin  Pratt  in  tbeQ,9ii' 
termaster's  Department  were  highly  jadiciotn^ 
and  his  exertions  on  all  occasiona,  partieularijrifi 
bringing  off  the  wounded,  deserve  my  wannest 
tbauKs.  But,  in  giving  merited  praise  to  the  br- 
ing, let  me  not  forget  the  gallant  dead.  Coiond 
Abraham  Owen,  commandant  of  the  18th  Kes- 
tucky  regiment,  joined  me  a  few  days  before  the 
action  as  a  private  in  Captain  Gnsifer's  comptor  f 
he  accepted  the  appointment  of  voTunieer  Aid-de- 
Camp  to  me;  he  fell  early  in  the  action.  The 
Representatives  of  bis  State,  will  inform  yon thst 
she  possessed  not  a  better  citizen  nor  a  braver  man. 
Major  J.  H.  Daviesa  waa  known  as.  an  able  lawyer 
and  a  great  oratory  he  joined  me  as  a  private 
volooteer,  and,  on  the  recomroendatioo  of  the 
officers  of  that  corps,  was  appointed  to  commaod 
the  3d  troop  of  dragoons,  tits  conduct  in  that 
capacity  justified  their  choice  ;  never  was  there 
an  officer  possessed  of  more  ardor  and  zeal  to  dis- 
cbarge his  duties  with  propriety,  and  never  ose 
who  would  haVe  encountered  greater  danger  to 
purchase  military  fame.  Captain  Baeo, ofthe  4t9 
United  States'  regiment,  was  killed  early  in  tte 
action  ;  he  waa  unquestionably  a  good  officer  aod 
valiant  aoldier.  Captains  Spencer  and  Warwick. 
and  Lieutenants  McMahan  and  Berry,  were  »li 


beenfoogbt  with  the  Indiana fiineetheaettlemeat  I  my  particular  friends j  Ihave  ever  had  theut* 
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lost  confidence  in  their  f%\or,  and  I  wm  not  de* 
eived.  Spencer  was  wounded  in  the  head — he 
zborted  his  men  lo  fight  valiantW-^be  was  shot 
broogh  both  thighs,  and  fell,  still  continuing  to 
Dcoitrage  them — he  was  raised  np,  and  received 
bail  throngh  bis  body  which  pat  an  immediate 
od  10  bis  existence  \  WarwIcK  was  shot  imme^ 
lately  thremghAbe  body  ;  being  takm  to  the  sar- 
ery  to  be  dressed,  assooi^  as  it  was  over  (being' 
man  of  great  bodily  vigor  and  still  able  tt^  walk) 
a  insisted  upon  going  back  to  head  bis' company, 
ithoogb  it  was  evident  that  he  had  but  a  few 
ours  to  live. 

AlUhese  gentlemen,  sir,  Captain  Baen  excepted, 
are  left  wives,  and  five  of  them  large  families 
f  children ;  thi»  is  the  ease  too  with  many  of  ihe 
rirates  among  the  militia  who  fell  in  tbe  action^ 
r  who  have  died  since  of  tbe4^r  wounds.  Will 
le  boaDty  of  their  country  be  withheld  fronvtbeir 
eipiesss  orphans,  many  of  ^hom  will  be  in  tlie 
K»t  destitute coitdition,  and,  perhaps^,  Want  even 
le  necessaries  of  life  %  With  respect  to  the  num- 
eroflndiana  that  wereengaged  against  ns;  lam 
assessed  of  no  data  by  which  I  can  form  a  cor- 
Mt  statement.  It.mtist,  howerer,  have  been 
nsiderable,  and,  perhaps,  not  much  inferior  to 
Br  own;  which,*  deducting  the  dragoons,  who 
lere  unable  to  do  usr->much  service,  was  rery  lit- 
e above  seven  -hundred  non-commissioned  offi- 
en  and  privates;  I  am  <iBoavinoed  there  weireat 
ast  six  hundired.  The  Prophet  had^  three  weeks 
§fore,  four  hundred  and^  fifty  of  his  own  proper 
kllowers.  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  he  was 
lined  by  a  number  of  the  lawless  Tai^abonds  who 
re  00  tbe  Illinois  river,  as  large  trails  were  seen 
M&iog  from  that  direction.  Indeed,  I  shall  not 
I  surprised  to  find  that  some  of  those  who  pra- 
wned the  warniest  friendship  for  us  were  arrayed 
^inst  us;  it  isrcertaia  that  one  of  this  deserip- 
OD  came  out  from  the  town,  ^and  s^oke  to  me 
K  night  before  the  action.  The  Potawatamie 
bief,  whom  I  mentioned  to  have  been  wounded 
Dd  taken  prisoner,  in  my  letter  of  the  8th  inst., 
ItftOQ  tbe.battle  ground;  after  having  taken  all 
lecare  of  him  in  my  power^  I  requested  him  to 
iform  those  of  his  own  tribe,  who  had  joined  the 
rophet,  and  the  Kiekapoos  and  Winnebagoes, 
Mt  if  ilkey  would  immediately  abandon  the  Pro* 
Itct,  and  return  to  their  own  tribes^  their  pasi 
Miduct  woold  be  forgiven,  and  that  we  would 
nt  them  as  we  formerly  had  done.  Heas$ured 
K  that  he  would  do  so,  and  that  there  was  no 
»Qbt  of  their  conifliance.  Indeed,  >  he  said  be 
ru  certain  that  they  woold  put  the  Prophe<  to 
nth.  I  think,  upon  tbe  whole,  that  there  will 
BDo  further  bostilitiea^  but,  of  this,  I  shall  be 
Mbied  to  give  you  some  more  ceruia  iaforma- 
00  in  a  few  dayj*. 

The  troops  left  the  battle  ground  on  the  9th 
Aiani;  it  took  every  wagon  to  traoaport  the 
rounded^  We  managedj  however,  to  bring  ofi* 
M!  pablic  property,  alttiough  alm6tt  all  tbe  pri^ 
ite  baggage  of  the  officer*  was  neeessarily  de- 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  imagined,  sir,  that  some 
ketQs  might  hare  been  adopted  to  hav0  made  a 


more  eailylliseovery  of  the  approach  of  the  en^my 
to  durcamp  tbe  mOrningofrhe  7th  inst.,  but  if  I  bad 
employed  two-thirds  of  the  army^as  outposts  it 
would  have  been  ineffectual ;  the  Indians,  in  such 
a  night,  would  have  found  means  to  have  passed 
between  them.  Placed  in  tbe  situation  that  we 
were,  there  is  no  other  mode  of  avoiding  a  sur- 
prise than  by  a-  chain  of  sentinels  so  close  toge- 
ther that  the  enemy  cannot  pass  between  with- 
out  discovery,  fLntl,  haiving  the  army  in  siieb  rea- 
diness, that  they  can  get  to  their  alarm  posts  ata 
moment's  warn thg.  Our  troops  could  not  have 
been  better  prepared  than  they  were,  Unless  they 
had  been  kept  -undef '  arms  the  whole  night,  as 
they  lay  with  their  accoutrements  on,  and  their 
arms  by  their  sides,  and  the  moment  they  were  up  < 
they  were  at  their  posts.  If  the  sentinels  and  the 
guard  had  done  their  duty  even  the  troops  on  the 
left  flank  would  have  been  prepared  to  receive  the 
Iitdians. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  eaelMe  yoil  a  correct  return, 
of  our  killed  and  wounded.  Tbe  wounded  suf- 
fered very  i|iUch  before  their  arrival  here,  but  they 
are  now  comfortably  fixed,  and  every  attention 
has  been  and  shall  continue  to  be  paid  to  them. 
Doctor  Foster  is  not  only  possessed  of  great  pro- 
fessional merit,  but  i^  tuoreover,  a  man  of  feeling 
and  honor. 

I  am  convinced,  sir,  that  the  Indians  lost  many 
mora  ineh  than  we  did  ;  they  left  from  thirty-six 
to  forty  on  the  field.  Thev  were  seen  to  take  oflT 
not  only  the  wounded  but  the  dead.  An  Indian 
that  was  killed  and  scalped  in  the  beginniof;  of. 
the  action  by  one  of  our  men,  was  found  m  a 
house  in  the  town ;  several  .others  also  were  found 
in  the  houses,  an^  many  graves  which  were  fresh 
dug;  one  of  them  was  opened  and  found  to  con- 
tain threJe  dead  bodies. 

Our  infantry  used,  principally,  cartridges  con«. 
taining  twelve  buck  shot,  which  were  admii^ably 
calculated  for  a  night  action. 

I  have  before  informed  you,  sir,  that  Colonel 
Miller  was  prevented,  by  illness,  IVom  going. on 
tl^e  expedition ;  he  rendered  essential  service  in 
the  command  of  Fort  Harrison ;  he  is  an  officer 
of  great  merit. 

There  are  so  many  circumstances,  which  it  fs 
important  for  you  to  know,  respecting  the  situa- 
tion of  this  country,  that  I  have  thought  it  best  to 
commit  this  despatch  to  my  Aid-de-Camp,  Major 
Taylor,  who  will  bave^ the  honor  of  delivering  it 
to  you,  and  who  will  be  able  to  give  you  ntore 
satisfaction  than  I  could  do  by  writing.  Major 
Taylor'(who  is  also  one  of  our  Supreme  Judges) 
is  a  man  of  integrity  and  honor,  and  you  tnay  rely 
upon  any  statetnents  he  may  make. 

With  tbe  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

WM.  H.  HARRISON. 


»■ , 


P.  S.  Not  a  man  of  ^ours  was  taken  prisoner^ 
and,  of  three  scalps  which  were  taken,  two  oi 
them  were  recovered. 

WM.  H.  H. 
'  Hon.  W.  EnsTis, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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A  genial  return  of  the  kUUd  gnd  woundedof  the 
Army  under  the  command  0/  His.  SixcelUncy  WtA 
Kotm  Henry  HarrUonf  Governor  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Indiana  Territorv,  in  the  action 
with  the  Indiana,  near  ,PrqpheCe  Town,  November 
7,  1811. 

Killed — Od«  aid-de*c«mp,  one  captain,  two 
subalterns,  one  sergcaot^  two  corporals,  thirty 
privates. 

Wounded^  siafie  dead—One  major,  two  cap* 
tains,  twenty-two  privates. 

Wounded^Two  lieutenant  colonels,  one  adju- 
ttiit,  one  surgeon's  mate,  two  captains,  three  sii^ 
alterns,  nine  sergeants,  five  corporals,  one  muisi^* 
clan,  one  hundred  and  two  privates. 

Total  of  killed  and  wounded,  188. 

Name9  of  officere  kiUed  and  woundedt  as  per  general 

return* 

General  <Sfa^.— Killed — Col.  Abraham  Owens, 
^d-de-camp  to  tire  Commander-in-Chief. 

Field  and  ^aq/f.— Wounded— Lieut.  Col.  Jo- 
seph Bartholomew,  oommandiog  Indiana  militja 
infantry  j  Lieut.  Col.  Luke  Decker,  of  do.  $  Maj. 
Joseph  H.  Daviess,  since  dead*  •commandiikg  a 
squadron  of  dregoons;  Doctor  Edward  ScuU,  of 
the  Indiana  militia;  Adjutant  James  Hunter, j>f 
mounted  riflemen. 

United  States^  Infantry,  including  the  late  Captain 
Whitney^  rifle  company, 

'Wounded — Capt.  W.^C.  Baen,  acting  major, 
since  dead  3  Lieut.  George  P.  reters ;  Lieutl 
George  Gooding;  Ensign  Heiiry  Burchstead. 

Colonel  Detker^s  detachment  of  Indiana  miHtia, 
Wounded — Capt.  Jacob  Warwick,  since  dead. 
Major  Redmonds  detachment  of  Indiana  militia* 
.  Wounded — Capt.  John  Norris, 
Mafor  Welles  detachment  of  mounted  riflemen. 
Wounded— Capt.  Frederick  Geiger . 


T^ 


Spencer's  oompany,  including  Lieutenant 
Berry -s  detachment  of  mounted  rtflemen... 

Killed — Captain  Spier  Spencer;  First  Lieut. 
Richard  McMahan ;  Lieut.  Thomas  Berry. 

NATHANIEL  F.  ADAMS, 
Adjutant' qf  the  Army. 

To  his  Exc'y  the  Commandsr-in-Chief. 


ViMCfiNNEs,  Dec.  4, 1811. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the 
two  pincipal  Chiefs  of  the  Kickapoos  of  the 
Prairie  arrived  bare,  bearing  aAag,  on  the  evening- 
before  last.  They  informed  me  that  they  came 
in  conse(}uence  of  a  message  from  the  chief  of 
that  part  of  the  Kickapooa  which  had  joined  the 
Prophet,  requiring  them  to  do  so,  and  that  the 
I  said  chief  is  to  -be  here  bimaelf  in  a  day  fir  two. 
The  account  which  they  give  of  the  late  confed- 
eracy under  the  Prophet  is  as  follows: 

"The  Prophet,  with  his  Shawanees,  is  at  91 
small  Huron  village,  about  twelve  mileAfrom  his 
former  residence  on  this  tideihe.Wahash^  where 


alaoan  twelve  or  fifteen  Harooa^  TheKicb- 
pcbs  aae  enopimped  M«r  the  Tippeesaoe.  Tbe 
Potawatamies  have  scattered  and  gone  to  differ- 
ent villages  of  tliat  tribe.  The  Winnebagoes  had 
all  set  out  on  their  return  to  their  own  countrf, 
excepting  one  chief  and  nine  men  wfaaremaiQed 
at  their  former  village.  The  latter  had  atteoded 
Teeumseh  ib  his  tour  to  tbe  south  ward,  tod  iiad 
ooi^y  returned  to  the  Prophet's  towa  the  day  be- 
fore tbe  action.  The  Prophet  bad  sent  a  mesitfe 
to  tbe  Kickapooa  of  the  Prairie,  to  request  that  be 
might  he  permitted  to  retire  to  their  town;  this 
was  positively  refused,  and  a  warning  sent  to  bin 
not  to  come  there.  He  thea  seal  to  request  thai 
four  of  his  men  might  attend  the  Kickapooebitf 
here;  litis  was  alM  refused.  These  chiefs  saf,oa 
the  whole,  that  all  ibe  tribes  who  lost  warriorya 
the  late  action  attribute  their  miefortune  10  tbe 
Prophet  alone ;  that  they  constantly  reprcnca 
him  with  their  nmfortuoee,  and  threaten  hia 
with  death  ;  that  they  are  all  desirous  of  makm 
their  peace  with  the  United  Slates,  and  will  sad 
deputations  to  me  for  that  purpose  as  soon  as  iher 
are  informed  that  they  will  he  well  received.  Tm 
two  chiefs  iurther  say,  that  they  were  sect  br 
Governor  Howard  and  General  Clark,  some  time 
before  the  action,  to  endeavor  to  bring  off  ite 
Kickapoos  from  the  Prophet's  town ;  that  tkn 
used  tbeir  best  endeavors  to  effect  it,  but  uostK- 
oessfuily  ;  that  the  Pfophet'a  followers  were  folif 
impfessed  wi<h  a  belief  that  they  coold  defett  es 
with  ease{  that  it  was  their  inientfon  to  haTcai* 
tacked  us  at  Fort  Harrison,  if  we  bad  goseeo 
higher;  that  Raceaoa  creek  was  then  fixed  on.  asd 
finally  Pine  creek,  and  that. the  latter  would  proba* 
bly  have  been  tbe  place,  if  the  usual  route  had  aot 
been  abandoned,  and  a  crossing  jnade  higher  up; 
that '  the  attack  made  oa  our  sentinels  at  Foit 
Harrison  was  intended  to  shut  the  door  sgtiast 
aCQomniodatioii;  that  the  WinnelMigoes  had  fortf 
warriors  killed  in  the  action^  and  the  Kickapoos 
elevea  killed,  and  ten  wounded  y  they  havcseiec 
heard  how  many  Potawatamies  and  other  tnbei 
wete  kilkd ;  that  the  Potawatamie  chief  left  by 
me  on  the  battle  ground,  ia  since  dead  of  ^is 
wouofls,  but  .thai  he  faithfully  delivered  of  speech 
to  tbe  different  tribes,  aid  warmly  urged  then  to 
abandon  tbe  Prophet  and  submit' to  my  ums." 

I  cannot  say,  air,  how  much  of  the  aboir  tasy 
be  depeaded  on.  I  believe,  however,  tbat  tbe 
statement  made  bf  lite  chief  ia  geaeraliy  correct, 
particularly  with  regild  to  the  prceent  disposiuoa 
of  the  Indwns.  It  is  certain  -that  our  frosiiers 
have  nevek  enjoyed  aiere  profound  urantiaiUitf 
than  at  this  time,  •  No  injury  of  any  kind,  that  1 
can  liear  of,  has  been  done  eiiher  to  the  pecsosi 
Of  property  of  our  citizens.  Before  the  eipedi- 
tion,  not  a  fortnight  passed  over  witboat  sodc 
vexatious  dtpie&tion  heing  committed.  Tbe 
Kickapoo  ehieis  certainly  teU  an  untruth,  whdi 
they  say  there  were  but  eleven  of  this  tribe  killed 
and  ten  wonnded.  it-  is.  im possible  to  belter* 
that  fewer  weie  wounded  than  killed.  Thefsc* 
knowledge,  however,  that  the  Indians  have  oeftf 
sustained  so  aevere  a  defeat  tipce  ihair  acqo«iA<' 
anoa  with  the 
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I  bare  the  honor  to-be,  with  great  respect  lir, 
lar  humble  ter rAnt, 

WM.  H.HARRISON. 

P.  S.  The  chief  of  the  YeriDillioii  Kickapoos 
IS  this  moment  arrired. 

Hon.  Wm.  EuflTi«,.iS!ec'y  of  War.     , 


OBPfERAL  WILKINSON. 

iNSPfictoB^B  Oppicb,  Wabbinqtoii,- 

Februajy  19. 1812. 
t  a  General  Court  Martial  of  w hie b  Brigadier 
G?Deral  Peter  GaDsevooct  is  Presideut,  con- 
reoed  at  Fredericktowo,  id  the  State  of  Mary- 
laod,  on  the  2d  of  September*  1811,  and  cod- 
liiiued  byadjooramieBtJito  the  25th  of  December 
following,  Brigadier-General  Jaiyies  Wilkinson 
was  tried  oo  the  following  charges  and  specif!* 
cations,  viz:. 

Charge  1. — That  the  said' James  Wilkinson, 
bile  iif  the  military  serWce,  and  holding- the 
Nnmisstott  of  Brigadier  General  in  the  Army 
'the  United  Slates,  did  corr4ipt(y  stipulate  to 
«eire,  and,  by  virtiie  of  soeh  stipulation,  did 
Roally  receive,  by  way  of  pension  or  stipend. 
iters  sums  of  money  from  ibeofScers  and  assents 
fa  foreign  Power ;  that  is  to  say,  from  the  Spa n- 
k  officers  and  agents  concerned  in  the  adminis* 
itjoo  of  tbe  iate  pro?incial  government  of 
lOuisiana  and  its  dependencies,  for  tbe  intent 
id  purpose  ofeombioing  and  co-operating  with 
lat  Power,  in  desigos  adyerte  to  the  laws  and 
olicy,  and  bpstiia  to  tbe  peace,  interest^^  and 
oioQ  of  these  States;  cootrary  to  his  duty  and 
tiegianoe  as  aix  officer  and  a  citizen. 
Specification  1.  Two  mule  loads '  of  money 
the  amount  nnkBown)  being  received  at  New 
Ifleans  by  ona  Joseph  Baltinger,  for  tbe  use,  and 
f  the  authority  of  bim,  the  said  James  Wilkin-* 
)n,  on  account  of  tbe  said  pension,  and  delivered 
y  the  hands  of  one'Jobb  Ballingerto  him,  the 
lid  James  WilktnsoDi  at  Frankfort,  Kentucky, 
Mne  lime  in  tbe  jnontb  of  December,  1780. 
Speeifieaiitm  2»  Twoother  muleor  hofse^loads 
f  mooey  ((be  amonnt  unknown)  being  received 
f  him,  the  said  Jameo  Wilkinson^  assisted  by 
De  Philip  Nolan,  at  New  Orleans,  some  limie  in 
le  Autumn  of  ibe  year  1789,  also  on  account  of 
ike  said  oension. 

SpecificaHon>  3.  Four  tbansand  dollars,  and 
pwards.  being  received  by  one  La  Cas^agne,  at 
Jew  Orleans,  some  time  in  tbe  year  1793,  or  in 
be  year  1794,  for  the  ttse,  and  by  the  authority 
r  him,  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  also  on  ac- 
iOODt of  thesaid  pension. 
SpedficaU&n  4.  Sii  tboasand  dollars,  being 
eceived  by  one  Henry  Owens,  at  New  Orleans, 
ome  time  in  tbe  Sumner  of  tbe  year  1794,  for 
he  use,  and  by  the  authority  of  bim,  the  said 
'tmes  Wilkinson,  also  on  account  of  tbe  said 
session . 

Specification  5.   Six  thousand  dollars/ and  up-* 
vards,  that  is  to  say,  from  six  tkounnd .  tbrtc 


baadred  and  thirty-three,  to  eleven  thousand 
doHars,  or  thereabout,  being  received  by  one 
Joseph  Collins,  at  New  Orleans,  some  time  in 
tbe  Summer  of  the  ye  ir  1794,  for  the  use,  and  by 
the  authority  of  him,  thi^  said  J&mes  Wilkinson, 
also  on  account  of  the  said  pedsion. 
'  Speeification  6.  Si;c  thousand  five  hundred 
and  i^inety  dollars,  beinp^  received  for  the  use, 
and  by  the  authority  of  him,  the  said  James  WiK  ^ 
kioson,  at  New  Orleans,  by  some  person  unknown, 
some  time  prior  to  the  date  of  a  letter  from  the 
said  James  Wilkinson  to  one  John  Adair;  in 
which  letter  dated  the  7th  of  August,  1795,  the 
receipt  of  that  suin  is  mentioned^  also  on  account 
of  said  pension. 

Speeificatidn  7.'  Nine  thousand  six  hundred 
and  forty  dollars,  being  sent  by  the  Baron  de  Ca- 
rondelet.  Governor  General  of  Louisiana,  frooti 
New  Orleans,  some  time  in  the  month  of  January, 
1796,  and  by.  Iiis  direction,  deposited  at  New 
Madrid  for  the  use,  and  subject  to  the  order  of 
him,  the  said  James  Wrlkrnson  ;  and  afterwards, 
som^  time  in  the  Summer  of  1796,  taken- by  one 
Thomas  Power  from  New  Madrid  to  Louisville, 
aild  by  him  delivered  over  to  one  Philip  Nolan, 
bv  the  direction  and  authority,  afKl  for  tbe  use  or 
him,  the  aaid  James  Wilkinson,  also  on  account 
of  said  pension;  he,  the  said  Power,  retaining, 
out  of  the  said  sum  of  money;  six  hundred  and 
forty  dollars,  for  defraying  his  expeitsei,  and  re- 
ceiving the  instructions  of  bim,  the  said  James 
Wilkinson,  to  seoure  for  him  the  reimbursement 
of -the  same  from  the  Sptfni^h  Government. 

Spedficaiion  8.  Ten  thousand  dollars,  or  there- 
about, being  received  by  him,  the  said  James 
Wilkinson,  at  New  Orleans,  some  time  between 
the  7tb  of  December,  1803,  and  the  21st  of  April, 
1804.  also  on  account  of  the  said  pension. 

Specification  9.  He,  the  said  James  Wilkinson, 
j(ia  consideration  of  having  so  corruptly  engaged 
himself  with  the  Spanish  Government)  receiving, 
at  divers  other  places  as  yet  unknown,  and  On 
divers  other  days  and  ttmes,  between  the  first  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  1789,  and  the  21st  of 
April,  in  tbe  year  1804^  by  divers  secret  ways  and 
means,  a  pension,  stipend,  or  gratuity,  from  tbe 
officers  and  agents  of  that  Gk)vernmettt. 

SpecificcUion  10.  He,  the  said  James  Wilkin- 
son, did,  some  time  in  tbe  laontb  of  October,  in 
the  year  1798,  at  the  camp  at  Loftus'  Heights,  in 
a  secret  conference  there  with  one  Daniel  Clark, 
set  up  ft  claim  to  lea  thousand  dollars,  as  a  bal- 
ance doe  to  him,  the  said  Janies  Wilkinson,  from 
the  Spanish  Government,  on  account  of  bis  said 
pension  or  stipend^  and  did,  then  and  there,  re- 
quest the  said  Daniel  Glark  to  propose  to  the 
Spanish  Governor,  Gayoso,  that  the  latter  should^ 
in  consideration  of  the  said  balance  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  due  to  tbe  said  James  Wilkinson 
from  th«  Spanish  Treasury,  transfer  to  bim,  tbe 
said  James  Wilkinson,  n  plantation  near  tbe 
Natobez,  then  belonging  to  the  said  Gayoso. 

Chaboe  2.— That  he.  the  said  James  Wilkin- 
son, ^bile  in  milirarjr  service,  and  holding  the 
commission  of  Brigadier  General  in  the  Army  of 
tbn  United  States^  did  combine, and  confederate 
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iiiiDself  vith  the  officers  aod  agents  of  a  foreign 
Power;  that  is  to  say,  with  the  Spanish  officers 
and  agents  concerned  in  (he  administration  of  the 
iate  provincial  government  of  Louisiana,  for  the 
purpose  of  devising  and  carrying  into  effect  c/er- 
tain  perniciou;s^  and  treasonable  projects  for  ;be 
<]i:sm.etnberment  of  the  United  S(ate«,  and  for  an 
unlawful  and  treasonable  confederacy  between 
certain  disnrembered  portions  of  (he  United  States 
and  the  said  foreign  Power  $. and,  for  that  purpot^e 
and  intent,  did  hold  divers  secret  consultatK>ns, 
and  carry  on  secret  and  treasonable  correspond- 
ences with  certain  officers^  agents,  and  emissaries 
of  that  Power,  contrary  to  ins  duty  and  allegi- 
ance as  an  officer  and  a  citizen. 

Specification  1.  He,  the  said  James  Wilkinson, 
in  pursuance,  and  in  execution  of  his  said  unlaw- 
(yl  plot  and  confederacy,  did,  some  time  in  the 
months  of  October  and  November,  in  the  year 
1795,  at  Cincinnati,  carry  on  a  treasonable  cor- 
respondence with  the  Spanish  Governors,  the 
Baron  de  Carondelet  and  Don  Manuel  €layoso  de 
Lemos,  touching  the  execution  of  the  said  unlaw- 
ful plot  and  confederacy,  which  correspondence 
was  carried  on  by  means  of  a  certain  emissary 
employed  by  -the  said  Governor  Gayoso,  named 
Thomas  Powers  and  did^at  the  same  time,  direct 
the  said  Thomas  Power  to  lay  certain  observa- 
tions verbally  before  tlte  said  Governor  Gayoso 
and  ihe  Baron  de  Carondelet,  calculated  to  ar- 
range aod  settle  a  plan  for  continuing  a  secret 
and  unlawful  correspondence  between  him,  the 
•aid  James  Wilkinson,  and  the  Spanish  officers 
and  agents  In  the  province  of  Louisiana;  aod  for 
secretly  preparing  the  means  necessarv  to  the 
execution  of  the  said  unlawful  plot  and  confed- 
eracy. 

Specification  2.  He,  the  said  JaoMs  Wilkinson, 
in  pursuance  of  his  said  unlawful  plot  and  con- 
federacy^and  in  continuation  of  bis  said  unlaw- 
ful and  treasonable  correspondence,  onjor  about 
the  22d  day  of  Septeniber,  in  the  year  1796,  did 
send  from  Fort  Washington  a  certain  letter  in 
cipher  addressed  to  the  said  Governor  Gayoso, 
for  the  purpose  of  further  devising  ways  and 
means  to  conceal  the  treasonable  correspond ence 
and  confederacy  between  him,  the  said  Jamea 
Wilkinson,  and  the  Spanish  officers  and  agents 
ill  Louisiana,  aqd  further  to  devise  ways  and 
tneans.to  execute  the  unlawful  objects  of  the 
same. 

Specification  3.  He,  the  s^id  James  Wilkinson, 
in  pursuance  of  his  said  unlawful  plot  and  con- 
federacy, and  in  continuation  of  bis  said  unlaw- 
ful and  treasonable  correspondence,  did  oause  and 
procure  bis  confidential  agent,  Philip  Nolan,  to 
write  certain  inatructions  to  the.  said  emissary, 
Thomas  Power,  for  the  prudential  government 
of  his,  the  said  Thomas  Power's  conduct,  in  per? 
forming  the  part  assigned  in  the  said  plot  and 
confederacy,  and  for  the  purposis  of  regulating 
the  said  Thoma  Power's  proceedinga  therein^  so 
aa  to  guard  him  against  detection  or  mistake. 
'  Specification  4.  He,  the  said  James  Wilkinson, 
on  divers  days  and  times,  in  the  years  1795, 1796, 
1797,  ai  Frai^kfortf  at  Cinjcinnaii,  at  QreearilK 


at.  Detroit,  and  at  Fort  .Washington,  did  hold 
divers  secret  and  Unlawful  coafereoces  andcon- 
f^uliations  with  tb« said  Spanish  emissary, Thomas 
Power,  both  by  day  and  by  nigixt,  for  the  purpose 
of  advising  and  devising  the  means  of  executing 
his  said  unlawful  plot  and  confederacy. 

Spedficaiion  5.  He,  the  said  James  Wilkinson. 
at  divers  other  days  and  times,  between  the  1st 
day  of  Jannary,  17iB9,  and  the  21st  day  of  April 
in  the  year  1804,  at  dirers  places  in  the  United 
States,  and  at  New  Orleans  and  divers  other 
places  in  the  province  of  Louisiana,  did,  in  par- 
suance  of  the  said  plot  and  confedemey,  and  ia 
further  continuation  of  the  said  unlawful  corres- 
pondence, hold  and  carry  on  dirers  other  secret, 
uniawful,and  treasonable  conferenees,  correspond- 
ences, and  consultations  with  the  said  Thomas 
Power,  with  oneGiJberto  Leonard.  Andrea  Armes- 
to,  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  and  Qorernor  Oayo- 
so,  all  officers  or  agents  of  the  provincial  govera- 
ment  of  Louisiana,  and  with  divers  other  con- 
federates, as  yet  unknown,  engaged  on  behalf  of 
the  said  government. 

CaAaoE  3. — That  be,  the  said  James  Wilkin- 
son, while  commanding  the  Army  of  tbe  United 
States,  by  virtue  of  his  said  commisston  of  Bri^- 
dier  General,  did  combine. and  confederate  him- 
self with  known  traitors,  or  with  iboae  known 
to  be  conspiring  treason  against  tbe-United  States; 
with  iQient  to  promote  and  advanee  tbe  consam- 
mation  of  such  treason,  or  cc^apiracy  of  treaaoa. 
contrary  to  his  duty  and  allegiance  as  an  officer 
and  a  citizen. 

Specifieatum,  He,4he  said  James  Wilkinson., 
combining  and  confederating  with  one  Aaron 
Burr  aod  hia  asaociatea  and  eoadjutora,  in  the 
years  1805  and  1606,  in  a  certain  treasonable  con- 
spiracy to  dismember  the  United  States,  by  effect- 
ing a  separation  and  division  of  the  States  and 
Territories  west  of  the  Alleghany,  from  those 
to  the  east,  and  to  set  up  a  separate  and  independ- 
ent empire  to  be  compared  ot  such  western  Stales 
and  Territories. 

CHaaoB  4.--That  he,  tbe  said  James  Wilkin- 
son, while  commanding  the  Army  of  the  United 
Stales,  by  virtue  of  hia  said  eomraiaaion  of  Briga- 
dier General,  and  being  bpund  by  tbe  duties  of 
his  office,  and  bv  his  fidelity  as  a  citizen,  to  do 
all  that  in  him  lay  to  discover  and  frustrate  all 
treasons  and  conspiracies  against  the  United 
States,  did,  nevertheless,  connire  at  and  peinit 
conspiracies  of  treason,  and  did  eacoiirage  and 
abet  the  same,  by  his  countenance,  as  commander 
of  the  Army. 

SpecificatUm.  He,  the  said  James  Wilkin^^oo, 
in  the  year»  1805  and  1806,  receiving  from  the 
said  Aaron  Burr  and  his  aasoeiates  confidential 
communications  of  their  treasonable  designs,  aod 
permitting  their  soliciiiations  of  his  aetive  co-op- 
eration in  their  treason,  witbont  his  making  any 
timely  discovery  of  their  pemieioos  designs. 

Chaboe  5.— That  he,  the  said  James  Wilkin- 
son, while  commanding  the  Army  of  tbe  United 
States,  by  virtue  of  his  said  commission,  aod 
being  bound  by  the  duties,  of  his  office  to  do  all 
that  in  Itica  \mj  ta  diaeover  and  to  friutrate  all 
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soeh  eoormoiis  Tiolatfons  of  the  lawns  tended  to 
endanger  the  peace  and  tranqaillity  of  the  Unhed 
States,  did,  Defertheless,  unlawfully  eombine  and 
conspire  to  set  go  foot  a  military  expedition 
against  the  territories  of  a  nation  then  at  peace 
with  the  United  States. 

Specificaiion.  He,  the  said  James  Wilkinson, 
in  the  years  1S05  and  1806,  combining  and  con- 


spiring with  Aaron  Burr  and  his  associates,  to    consisting  of  several  companies,  which  detach- 


kinson;  id  May,  1805,'  ordered  the  assistant  mili- 
tary ajjent  at  Pittsburg  to  pay  for  the  transporta-. 
tion  of  his  private  property  rirom  Baltimore,  out 
pf  the  public  money  ''and  place  the  same  to  tb9 
account  of  public  transporiatiod  for  military 
service." 

Specificati(m2,  In  haltini?  a  detachment  of  the 
Army  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  February,  1809, 


set  oti  foot  a  military  eipedition  against  the 
Spanish  provinces  and  territories  in  America. 
Charge  6. — Disobedience  of  orders. 
Specification,  In  that  the  said  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral James  Wilkinson,  being  then  in  command  of 
tiie  troops  assembled  at  New  Orleans,  way,  by 
written  orders  and  instructions!  from  the  War 
Department,  rfated  April  30th,  1800,  required  and 
directed  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  im- 
mediate removal  of  said  troops  to  the  high  ground 
in  tlie  rear  of  Fort  Adams,  and  tt)  the  hio^h  ground 
JB  the  rear  of  Natchez,  in  the  Mississippi  Terifi- 
tory,  referrFttg  to  his  discretion  to  occupy  those 
stations  respectively  with  such'  portion  of  the 
troops  as  be  should  judge  most  convenient  and 
proper;  which  ord«r  and  instructions  the  said 
Oeoeral  Wifkinson  wholly  neglected  and  refused 
to  obey,  and  did,  thereafterwards,  In  the  month 
of  Jane  following,  cause  said  troops  to  be  removed 
in  a  contrary  direction  t6  a  station  caAed  Terre 
aa  Bosuf.  below  New  Orleans,  at  which  station 
he  formed  an  encampment  and  remained  until 
the  month  of  September  following. 
Charge  7. — Neglect  of  duty. 
Specificatfon  1.  In  that  the  said  General  Wil- 
kinson permitted  bad  and  unwholesome  provis- 
ions to  be  issued  ta,  and  consumed  by,  the  troops 
under  his  command,  during  the  Summer  and 
Autamn  of  1809,  and  did  not  exercise  the  right 
of  commanding  officer,  in  respect  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  contract  linade  by  James  Morrison 
with  the  War  Department,  for  supplying  prorls- 
ions,  as  provided  in  the  3d,  4th,  and  5th  articles 
of  said  contract.  •     '  ' 

Specification  2.  In  not  selecting,  previous  to 
the  removal  of  the  troops  to  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, in  September,  1809,  and  in  not  leaving  at 
the  hospital  in  New  Orleans,  under  the  care  of 
proper  officers  and  pfirysicians.  such  of  the  sick 
and  convalescent  as  could  "not  be  removed  with- 
001  manifest  and  increased  danger  of  their  lives, 
and  in  so  distributing  the  men  iti  the  transports, 
when  removing,  as  to  incommode  and  endanger 
both  the  sick  and  well,  thereby  disregarding  and 
defeating  the  primary  object  of  the  order  for  re- 
moral. 

Specification  3.  In  not  ordering  the  military 
>gent  at  New  Orleans  to  niake  the  tiecessary  ad- 
vances of  money  to,  the  brigade  and  regimental 
qoartermasters,  and  in  not  giving  orders  for  the 
troops  to  receive  their  pay,  clothing,  medicines, 
and  hospital  stores,  which  were  in  readiness  for 
them  in  New  Orleans  at  the  time  of  their  ascend- 
iog  the  river  in  September,  1809. 

Charge  8.^>Mtsapplicatioa  and  waste  of  pub- 
lic money  and  supplies. 
SpHificatim  1.   In  that  the  said  General  Wil- 


ment  was  descending  the  Ohio  in  transports,  and 
in  theo  and  there  detaining  said  detachment  to 
take  on  board  ten  horses,  the  private  property  of 
said  General  Wilkinson,  which  horses  were  trans- 
ported in  public  boats  to  New  Orleans  by  his 
order,  and  were  fed  at  public  expense  for  several' 
months. 

Specijkation  3.  tn  authorizing  certificates' to 
be  annexed  to  the  provision  abstracts  of  the  Army 
contractor,  to  enable  the  contractor  to  receive 
from  Government  th«  full  price  of  good  and 
wholesome  provisions,  when  it  was  well  known 
to  the  said  General  Wilkinson  that  a  great  portion 
of  the  provisions  comprised  in  those  abstracts,  so 
^passed  in  the  Summer  and  Autumn  of  1809, 
were  unmerchantable  and  unfit  for  use. 

To  which  charges  and  specifications  General 
Wilkinson  pleaded  *'Not  Guilty." 

WEDNB80AT,  December  25,  1811. 

The  court  being  cleaned,  proceeded  to  form 
and  deliver  its  definitive  sentence  as  follows,  viz: 

On  the  first  charge,  and  the  ten  specifications 
attached  to  that  charge,  (after  hearing  all  the 
evidence  both  for  and  against  the  accused,  iind 
due  deliberation  being  had  thereon)  the  court  is 
of  opinion,  that  they  are  not  supported,  and, 
therefore,  acquits  Brigadier  General  Wilkinson 
pf  all  and  each  of  them. 

lC\s  due  to  the  nature  and  magnitude  of  this 
trial  to  state  thai  the  testimony  adduced  in  sup-* 
port  of  the  two  first  charges,  and  their  several 
specifications,  appears  to'  be  well  calculated  to 
warrant  the  suspicions  which  have  long  prevailed, 
oi  a  corrupt  conuexion  between  said  Wilkinso.n 
and  the  late  Spanish  provincial  government  of 
Louisiana,  and  fully  to  justify  a  legal  inquiry 
into  the  grounds  of  them.  The  court,  to  the  best 
of  its  ability,  has  pursued  this  inquiry — which 
has  been  the  more  laborious  and  perplexing,  fi'om 
the  agreement  of  the  Government  and  the  ac- 
cused, to  admit,  on  all  the  charges  and  specified- 
tions,  without  discrimination,  the  docuinental 
testimony,  collected  and  reported  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  several  committees  of  that 
body,  as  also  part  of 'the  testimony  given  on  the 
trial  of  Aaron  Burr;  much  of  which  is  unessential 
as  to  matter,  and  incorrect  as  to  form,  and  inad- 
missible in  judicial  proceeding^  on  any  other 
principle  than  that  above  stated. 

Hence  the  admission  of  testimony  in  support 
of  the  two  first  specifications  to  the  nrst  charge, 
though  it  Is  within  the  knowledge  of  some  of  the 
court,  that,  in  1789,  (the  time  when  it  is  alleged 
the  accused  received  of  the  agents  of  Spain  large 
sums  of  money  on  account  of  a  pension  or  stipeodj) 
•aid  Wilkinson  did  not  hold  a  eotnmitoioa  in  the 
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Army  of  the  United  Sidles,  aad,  therefore,  is  not 
amenable  to  a  military  tribuoal  for  those  alleged 
offeuces;  Dor  do  the  reoords  of  this  court  exhibit 
any  evidence  in  support  of  them- 

In  support  of  the  other  eig^ht  specifications) to 
the  first  charge,  the  evidence  arising  from  said 
documental  testimony  is  mostly  relied  on;  part 
of  which  has  been  confirmed,  under  oath  in  open 
'court,  by  one  of  the  original  deponents.  Ub- 
questionable  evidence  appears  on  the  records  of 
this  court,  exhibited  on  the  part  of  the  accused, 
that  General  Wilkinson,  in  the  month  of  August, 
1788,  obtained  of  the  Spanish  provi«eial  govern- 
ment of  Louisiana,  the  privilege  of  carrying  the 
products  of  Kentucky  to  the  New  Orleans  market ; 
that  the  said  products,  thus  carried  or  forwarded 
by  him  prior  to  the  year  1790,  as  appears  by  the 
several  accounts  current,  sold  in  said  market  for 
more  than  eighty  thousand  dollars — a  sum  of 
greater  magnitude  than  is  alleged,  in  the  speci- 
fications to  the  first  charge,  to  have  been  received 
by  said  Wilkinson  on  account  of  bis  pension  or  { 
stipend ;  that  during  the  year  1790,  the  shipments 
of  said  Wilkinson,  to  a  very  considerable  amount, 
appear  to  have  been  sold,  by  particular  agree- 
ment, to  Governor  Miro,  who  purchased  them  on 


account  t£  the  King  of  Spain— the  proceeds  of  contrary,  the  only  witness  who  Jias  testified  oa 


which  were  subsequently  remitted  to  said  Wil- 
kinson at  rariom  times,  and  by  fheans  of  various 
persons,  and,  therefore,  a  strong  presumptioa  re- 
sults from  the  evidence,  that  the  several  $ums 
embraced  by  the  several  specifications  totb^  first 
charge,  (alleged  to  have  been  received  by  said 
Wilkinson  on  account  of  his  Spanish  pension  or 
stipend.)  were  part  of  the  avails  due  to  said  Wil- 
kinson on  account  of  the  several  shipments  made 
by  him  during  the  period  of  his  commercial 
transactions  at  New  Orleans.  ,    < 

•  The  preceding  re^narks  are  iprounded  on- proofs, 
bolh  direct  and  collateral;  from  the  whole  of 
which  a  violent  presumption  arises,  that  the  con- 
nexion, formerly  subsisting  between  General  Wil- 
kinson and  the  late  Spanish  provincial  government 
of  Louisiana,  was  exclusively  of  a  commercial 
nature,  which  was  maintained  on  the  pari  of  said 
Wilkinson,  by  such  means  as  his  policy  and  in- 
terest suggested  to  insure  success,  though  tending 


Geneeat  Jaoa^  Wilkinaqn'  of  ail  aad  each  of 
them. 

The  eTidence  adduced  in  soppdrt  of  aaid  charge 
and  specifications,  appears,  in  a  great  measore,  to 
grow  out  of  the  private  correspondence  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson  with  the  Spaitish  officers  and 
agents,  the  statement  of  one  witaess,  and  the  onl 
testimony,  deposition,  and  aanraute  of  another. 

h  appears  evident  to  the  court,  that,  in  11%. 
a  considerable  sum  of  money-  was  doe  to  General 
Wilkitispn  from  the  Spanish  Cfoverame&tatNew 
Orleans,  on  account  of  i^is  oommercial  transac- 
tions. This  circumstance  is  deemed  sufficient lo 
account  for  such  part  of  said  correspondence  as 
has  been  proved,  which  was  apparently  io tended 
to  preserve,  the  friendship  of  the  omoers  aau 
agents  of  the  Spanish  power;  to  magnify  the 
importance  of  General  Wilkinson  io  their  viev; 
to  secure  his  property  then  vaderiheir  cooirol 
at  New  Orleans;  and  to  fficilitate  its  remittance 
from  that  place; 

There  is  no  proof  before  the  court  that  the 
letter  said  to  be  in  cipher^  bearing  date  the  22d 
of  September,  1796,  was  actiially  written  by  Gea- 
eral  Wilkinson,  and  forward^  by  htm  to  Got- 
erhor  Gayoso,  as  said  letter  imports.    On  tae 


this  point,  dees  not  pretend  to  the  least  koowlesc 
of  the  fact;  and  all  he  pretends  to  know  is,  that 
said  letter  was  put  into  aia  hands  by  said  Gayoso. 
who  certified  it  to  be  a  deciphered  -copy  of  ooe 
written  by  General  Wilkinson,  and  addressed  to 
himself. 

Strong  doubts  are  entertained  bv  the  court 
whether  General  Wilkinson  ever  directed  the 
emissary,  mentioned  in  sai4  specifications,  to  lay 
before  the  Baron  de  Garondelet  and  Governor 
Gayoso  the  verbal  observations  alluded  to  iotke 
first  specification,  because  the  court  hes  no  oih^t 
proof  than  th6  testimony  of  said  emissary,  whose 
general  character,  as  to  truth  and  veracity,  has 
been  impeached  by^veral  creditable  witoessest 
and  whose  conduct  before  the  court,  while  aoder 
the  obligations  of  an  oath,  wns  such  as  to  reader 
his  allegations  saspicioos->- because  his  testimony. 
in  general,  appears  to  hare  been  given  under  the 
dominion  oi  strong  prejudioes,  if  not  malice— 


to  excite  jealousies  and  unfavorable  suspicions  of  i  because  the  testimony  of  said  emissary,  so  far  a& 


hi»  views;  that  said  Wilkinson  made.no  sbi|>- 
meiits,  subsequent  to  the  year  17Q0,  and  that,  the 
avails  of  said  shipments  were  occasionally  re- 
mitted to  him  till  the  rear  1796,  when  the  account 
between  General  Wilkinson  and  Gorernor  Miro 
was  finally  closed,  and  balanced  by  their  respect- 
ive agents — after  which  there  is  no  evidence  of 
the  receipt  of  money  by  him  from  said  Spanish 
provincial  government,  or  any  of  its  agents,  ex- 
cept in  one  instance,  by  his  own  voluntary  con- 
fession, and  that  on  account  of  former  mercantile 
ceA  tracts. 

On  the  seoond  charge,  and  the  five  specifica'- 
tiORs  attached  to  that  charge,  (after  hearing  all 
evidence,  both  for  and  against  the  accused,  and 
due  deliberation  being  had  thereon,}  the  court  is 
of  opinion  that  said  charge  and  specifications  are 
not  supported,  and,  therefore,  acquita  Brigadier 


it  is  applicable  to  the  points  in  issue,  is  contrary 
to  the  most  solemn  assurances,  both  written  aod 
verbal,  previously  made,  and  uttered  by  bia  to 
variotts  persons,  even  so  recent  as  1807 — and  be- 
cause said  testimony  appears  to  have  been  vol- 
untarily ofiTered.  after  a  lapse  of  many  years; 
which  In  any  case  ought  to*  be  admitted  with 
some  caution,  and  much  more  so  from  the  char- 
acter of  the  witness  and  emissary  in  question. 

The  court  is  ofopiuion  that  the  instructions  (o 
said  emissary,  alleged  to  be  in  the  handwriting 
of  Philip  Nolan,  (if  any  such  were  ever  author- 
ized by  General  Wilkinson,)  were  mostly  intend- 
ed to  accomplish  an  object  by  no  means  criminal, 
which  grew  out  of  the  dispute  at  that  time  nn- 
fortunateiy  subsisting  between  him  and  the  late 
Greneral  Wayne.- 

Tkp  records  of  this  cenrt  will  shorn  that  the 
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HtoesB  fine  lUuded  lo;  by  two  -  letters  addressed 
3  said  emissary  jast  before  he  exhibited  his 
tatement  aoder  oath,,  in  Jaouar^y,  1808,  and  id 
onteiaplatioQ  of  (hat  atatemeDt,  marQifealed  such 
decided  hostilitj^  to  said  WilkineoD,  as  appar^ 
n(iy  to  meditate  his  ruin  without  regard  to  the 
leaos.  The  motives  of  that  slate  meat,  as  fuily 
zplaioed  in  said  letters,  are  sufficient  to  shake 
is  credibility  as  an  impartial  witness;  and,  con- 
ideriog  that  his  character  at  to  troth  and  vera- 
rty  is  likewise  iinpeaefaed,  the  statement  just 
leotioned,  which  is  in  evidence  b^ere  the  court, 
auDot  be  received  as  Veracious,  especially  as  it 
t  not  supported  by  proofs  of  a  more  credible 
ature.  This  statement, .  likewise,  appears  in 
onie  measure  repugnant  to  the  seotimeois  of  the 
ame  witness,  as  expressed  nearly  ten  years  be- 
9re  ID  a  mematt  on  the  trade  of  Louisiana^  and 
epo$ited  in  the  office  of  State* 

If,  in  1795  and  1796,  the  said  emissar)r,  as  is 
Iteged'by  him,,  visited  said  Wilkinson  with  the 
iew  of  promoting  a  separation  of  the  Union ; 
nd  if,  as  h«  intimates,  said  Wilkinson  disclosed 
0  biin  the  whole  scheme  or  project  of  dismem- 
•erment,  it  does  not  appear  to  the  court,  that  said 
Wilkinson  took  any  meastire  to  aid  such  separa* 
ioD ;  on  the  contmry,  a  strong  presumption  ex- 
sts  thai,  if  he  apparently  listened  to  propositions. 
if  this  nature,  it  was  to  advance  his^  peeuaigary 
Dterest,  and  not  to  injure  that  of  hie' country. 

The  court  eaanot  perceive  anything  in  the  mi$- 
ion  of  th«  emissarV  ia  1797,  to:implieate  Qen- 
ral  Wilkinson.  Tois  mission  appears  to  haire 
leen  undertaken  with  a  view  to  two  objects — 
irst,  the  di^membermeat«of  the  Wes^^rn  country 
rom  the  Atlantic  States — and,  second,  the  de- 
i?ery  to  General  Wilkinson  of  an  official  despatch 
rom  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  relative  to  the  deten- 
m  {^  the  posts  tothe  north  of  tM  31$t  degree,  con- 
rary  to  the  treaty  previ^unly  coocluded  between 
be  United  States  and  Spain.  If  said  emissary  dis- 
closed to  General  Wilkinson  the -first  object  of  his 
oission,  it  does  not  appear,  even  by  his  own  testi- 
Dooy,  that  beliivored.it:  on. the  contrary)  said 
iCDissary  was  received  coolly,  and  confined  tothe 
[uarters  of  the^fficers;  thedelivery  of  the  posts,  ac- 
(ordiog  to  treaty,  was  urged  by  said  Wilkinson  in 
:oDversation  with  him  ;  and  it  likewise  appears 
hat  he  sent  eaid  emissary  under  guard  to  Looisi- 
ma,aDdaC  thesame  tiiiie  instructed  the  officer  com? 
naoding  at  Fort  Massac  not  to  permit  said  em  is* 
ary  to  retucn  up  the  Ohio  again,  but  toseod  him 
}ack  in  case  he  made  the  attempts  On  the  second 
)bjeet,  General  Wilkiasoa,  iniis  reply-to  the  let* 
«r  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  urged  the  fulfil- 
neot  of  the  treaty,  and  endeavored  to  remove  all 
ipprehension  of  an  invasion  of  Louisiana  by  the 
£ogli$h  of  Canada*     . 

It  appears  sufficiently  eyident  to  the  court  that 
Grencral 'Wilkinson,  during  the  time  he  had  pror 
perty  in  New  Orleans,  held  the  language  of  con* 
ciliation,  if  not  tbat.oi  a  temporizing  policy,  with 
tbe  officers  and  agents  of ^ the  Spanish  Qovern- 
ment;  and  his  riewsappear  to  have  been  dueet- 
ed  to  the  security  of  that  property,  and  by  no 
means  against  the  tr^pqiiiUily  of  thesa  States. 


BuSy  subBe<;neot  to  1796^  at  which  time  it  is  be- 
lieved he  had  drawn  most  of  bis  property  from 
New  Orleans,  and  provision  was  made  for  tbe  free 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi^  he  seems  to  have 
changed,  his  language.  If  said  emissary  is  to  he 
credited,  General  Wilkinson  declared  to  him  in 
September,  1797,  that  he  had  relioquished  all  in- 
tercourse with  the  Spanish  Government;  and  .at 
the  same  time  intimated  his  determination  to  op- 
pose its  projects.  It  must  be  remembered  that- 
Qeneiral  Wilkinson  was  at  that  time  at  the  head 
of  the  Army,  and  that  while  that  station  opened 
new  and  safe  channels  of  communication  with 
the  officers  and  agents  of  Spain,  and  moltiplied 
the  means  of  dismemberment,  he  appears  to  have 
disregarded  them,  and  at  the  moment,  too,  when 
he  had  it  in  his  power  to  fatvoc  their  designs  with, 
effect.  It  is  pertiDent  to  remark,  that  if  attempts- 
were  made  to  corrupt  the  patriotism  and  integnty 
of  General  Wilkinson,  the  records  of  this  court 
exhibit  no  one  act  of  his  military  life  which  can, 
by  the  most  constrained  construction,  be  consid- 
ered as  the  effect  of  such  corruption.  If  Geueral 
Wilkinson  actually  formed  a  corrupt  coooexion 
\^iih  the  Spanish  Government,  the  repeated  ap- 
plications made  by  him  many  years  ago  for  an 
inquiry  ioto  his  conduct,  appear  rather  ibexpHca- 
ble-f-'espeeialiy  as  many  of  the  witnesses  of  his 
guilt,  if  he  was  guilty,  then,  lived  to  testify  oa^ 
the  subject. 

After  a  full  hearitig  of  the  evidence,  both  for 
and  against  the  accused,  on  the  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth  charges,  after  the  n^st  mature  deliberatioa. 
thereon,  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  they,  are  not 
supported,  and  therefore  acquits  Brigadier  Gen* 
erai  James  Wilkinson  of  the  said  charges,  and 
their  respective  specifications. 

The  impressions  naturally  made  on  the  miods 
of  the  citizens  of  these  United  States,  by  the 
events  Wbieh  gave  rise  to^the  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth  charses^  justify  a  few  explanatory  remarks. 
General  Wilkinson  is  said  to  have  conspired 
m\h  known  traitors^  and  on  this' notoriety  all  the 
legal. force  of  these  charges  depend*  In  the. eye 
of  the  law,  aa  well  as  ol  reason  and  humaoity, 
every  man  is  presumed  to  be  inaocent  till  proved' 
to  be  guilty ;  consequently  there  can  be  no  ktwvm 
traitor,  unless  the  proof  be  established  by  toe  re* 
cord  of  bis  conviction ;  and  it  is  not  within  the 
knowledge  of  this  court  that  any  known  traitor 
did  exist  in  the  space  of  time  designated  by  these 
charges ;  no  man,  as  it  appears,  having  been  con- 
vict of  treason. 

As  the  accQsed  has  taken  no  exception  to  de* 
fects  of  matter  or  form,  and  as  a  full  iovesti^a-* 
tioo  IS  desirable  on  all  sides,  the  difficiiity,  which 
thus  appears  on  the  threshold  of  the  inqu'iry,  will 
be  passed  oven  The  period  of  lime  embraced  by 
these  three  charges,  is  between  the'commencement 
6f  Match,  1805,  and  the  end  of  October.  1806. 

Among  tbe  last  acts  of  that  session,  which  ter* 
minated  the  Vice  Presidency  of  Aaron  Burr,  will 
be  found  an  act  erecting  the  Territory  ef  Upper 
LouisiaOa  into  a  gotercment,  and,  soon  after  the 
close  of  that  session,  General  Wilkiason  was  ap- 
pohMtd  its  chief  magistrate. 
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It  is  in  evidence  before  this  coorc,  that  the  Qeo- 
eml  vngo^ed  with  great  zeal  id  a  scheme  to  cause 
AaroQ  Burr  to.  be  ejected  a  member  of  Con^^ress 
for  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  and,  after  thefaUure 
q{_  that  scheme,  he  gave  him  warm  introductions 
to  influential  characters  at  New  Orleans.  It  also 
appears  rn  evidence,  that  one  speculation  was 
contemplated  for  cutting  a  caiml  round  the  falls 
of  the  Ohio,  on  the  Indiana  side;  anbther  for 
opening  a  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
territories  of  Spaiu  and  Upper  Louisiana;  and 
in  all  these  schemes  it  id  selr-evident,  that  their 
ultimate  success,  was  es$senti ally  connected  with 
the  integrity  and  tranquillity  of  the  Union,  as  well 
as  the  prospect  of  permanency  in  the  General's 
newly  acquired  civil  and  important  station  \  for 
a  public  commotion'  would  have  inevitably  de- 
stroyed them  all. 

It  further  appears  in  evidence  before  this  court, 
that  after  the  failure  of  previous  attempts  to  gain 
a  seat  in  Congress  for  Mr.  Burr,  General  Wilkin- 
son endeavored  to  engage  the  Governor  of  Indi- 
ana, in  a  plan  to  cause  him  to  be  elected  as  a  del- 
egate for  that  Territory;  and  the  manner  of  doing 
this  implies  an  apprehension,  that  Mr.  Burr  would 
^o  sbme  desperate  act  if  he  failed*  The  expres- 
sions are,  "  I  will  demand  from  your  friendship  a 
boon,  in  its  influence  and  eflieets  co-extensive  with 
the  Union-;  a  boon,  perhaps,  on  which  that  Union 
may  much  depend^''    ' 

It  i$  in  evidence  before  this  court,  that  in  the 
month  of  October^  1805,  subsequent  to  this  last 
and  ineffectual  efiort  to  aerve  Colonel  Burr,  but 
twelve  months  before  any  discovery  was  made 
by  any  other  ^rson,  General  Wilkinson  commu- 
mcated  to  one  of  the  heads  of  department,  his 
suspicions  that  Mr.  Burr  ''  was  about  something, 
whether  internal  or  external  he  could  not  discov- 
er, but  he  thought  he  ought  to  keep  an  eye  upon 
him."  These  facts  seem  to  be  irreconcileable 
with  any  Tiews  hostile  to  the  peace,  order,  and 
integrity,  of  these  United  States. 

Kespecting  the  fifth  charge,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
membered, that  General  Wilkinson  was,  by  the 
order  of  Governn»ent,  a;  the  head  of  an  avowed 
expedition  against  the  Spaniards,  at  the  very  time 
he  is  thus  charged  with  being  concerned  in  a  se- 
cret and  criminal  one  ;  and  it  is  self-evident  that 
he  had  it  in  his  power,  bv  a  single  skirmish  only, 
to  have  carried  such  a  scheme  into  the  most  com- 
plete effect,  with  the  aid  of  the  public  force  under 
his  command,  and  with  the  probability  of  receiv- 
ing the  fruition  of  all  his  views  in  case  of  success ; 
with  a  certainty  also,  of  suffering  neither  loss 
Dor  blame,  in  case  of  failure.  But  it  is  in  evi- 
dence before  this  court,  that  from  the  tim^  of  his 
leaving  St.  Louis,  to  the  concluding  convention 
n^ar  the  Sabine,  General  Wilkinson  was  zealously 
and  incessantly  employed  in  effecting  an  honor- 
able peace ;  and  particularly  so,  after  the  criminal 
views  of  Aaron  Burr  were  discovered  by  himnt 
Natchitoches;  ,it  is,  besides,  a  contradiction  in 
terms,  to  say  that  General  Wilkinson  favored 
those  views,  when  it  is  avowedly  owing  to  hkn 
that  they  were  discomfited. 

From  the  evidence  adduced  <m  the  ai^th  charge. 


and  its  specification,  boCh^  for  and  against  the  ac- 
cused, the  court  is  of  opinion,  that  the  written  or- 
ders and  instructions  from  the  War  Department, 
bearing  date  April  SOtfa,  1809,  relative  to  the  \f 
movai  of  the  troops  from  New  Orl^os  to  the 
high  grooods  in  the  rear  of  Fori  Adams  ao4 
Natchez,  were  sufficiently  explicit  and  imperatirc 
to  have  authorized  an  expectation-  of  a  prompt 
obedience,  had  they  reached  New  Orleans  prior 
to  the  removal  of  the  troops  froiD  that  place  to 
Ttrrtau  Bcwf;  but  as  there  is  no  evidence  that 
said  orders  aiui  instructions  arrived  at  New  Or> 
leans,  antecedent  to  the  14th  of  Jnoe,  1809,  wfaieli 
was  subsequent  to  said  removal,  the  court  acqoiis 
Bri^dier  General  James  Wilkinson  of  the  said 
six&  charge,  and  of  the  specification  attached  to 
the  same^-  - 

After  a  full  examination  of  th9  evidence,  botli 
for  and  against  the  accused,  on  the  seventh  char^^e, 
and  after  the  most  mature  deliberation  thereoo. 
the  court  finds  the  accused  not  guilty  of  tbe  said 
coa rge,  nor  of  any  its  three  speciQcalioos,  aod 
does  accordingly  acquit  hirti  of  all  and  each  of 
them. 

On  considering  the  great  mass  of  tpstimony 
which  has  been  product  to  this  ccnrt  relative  to 
this  charge,  the;re  appears  a  decisive  prepooder- 
ance  in  Mvor  of  .the  attention,  tectivii^,  aod  bi- 
mane  exertions  of  Brigadier  Qenerai  Wilkinsoo ; 
and  when  it  is  t*onsidered  that  the  troops  coosist- 
ed  most  of  new  levies ;  that  tha  cUmaie  on  botk 
sides  of  the  river  Mississippi,  to  a  verv  great  ex- 
tent, is  at  best  insalnbrioas;  aod  that  the  summer 
and  autumn  of  1809,  were  Unusually  sickly;  the 
court  is  opinion;  that  the  misfortunes  alladed  to 
In  the  second  specification  are'  amply  aoeoonied 
for. 

.  On  the  eighth  charge,  and  its  three  specifiet- 
tions,  (after  hearing  all  the  evidence,  both  for 
and  against  the  acciised,  and  due  delrberatioo  be- 
ting had  thereon,)  the  court  is  of  opioton,  that 
Brigadier  General  James  WHkinson  is  not  gailtr 
of  said  charge,  nor  any  of  its  specifications,  a&d 
therefore  acquits  him  of  all  and  each  of  tfaeoo. 

The  court  deems  it  necessary  (o  ofiler  a  few  re- 
marks in  explanation  of  the  above  decision,  espe- 
cially as  it  regards  the  two  first  apeeificatioas  to 
the  eighth  charge. 

The  transportatioB  of  tbe  baggage  of  Geaenl 
Wilkinson  by  the  public  appears  not  to  be  probib* 
ited  by  the  ^  Act  fixing  the  military  peace  esiab- 
tishment  oi  the  United  States,"  nor  by  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war.  It  is,  therefore,  presunoed, 
that  his  claim  to  transportation  is  as  eqnitaUeas 
that  of  other  oflUcers ;  aod  in  this  view  of  tbe  sub- 
ject, the  order  for  the  p^ynrent  of  transportation, 
asr  mentioned  in  the  first  specification,  cannot  be 
ct^nsidered  by  the  court  as  a  military  crime- 
more  especially  as  the  sum  paid  by  the  assistaot 
military  agent  atPittsburg,  appears  to  have  been 
debited  to  General  Wilkinson  as  long  ago  as  1805, 
on  the  books  of  the  Accouata'nt  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War. 

The  court  cannot  perceive  that  thie  public  sus- 
tained any  injury  from  the  ishort  halt  of  the  de- 
tachment on  the  Ohio,  to  take  on  board   t^ 
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some  presenl  addition  #ill  be  made  (too  little—' 
much  too  little,  they  lament)  t6  the* best  strength 
of  the  oation,  as  a  measure  of  preparation  for  this 
crisis  of  laager. 

With  these  ohservat ions,  and  with  a  full,  detail- 
ed^and  useful  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
iQ  reply  to  questions  propounded  by  your  com- 
mittee, they  beg  leare  to  recommend  that  all  the 
vessels  of  war  of  the  United^  States,  not  now  in 
service,  whicl^  are  worthy  of  repair,  be  imme- 
diately repaired,  fitted  out^  ai»d  pot  into  actual 
serfLce.        / 

That  ten  additional  frigates,  averaging  38  guns, 
be  built ;  that  a  competent  sum  of  money  bi  ap-, 
propriated  fgr  the  purchase 4>f  a  stock  of  timber; 
aod  that  a  dock,  for  repairing  the  vessels  of  war 
of  the  United  States,  be  established  in  some  cen- 
tral and  coBTentent  place. 

They  also  be^  leave  to  report  a  bill,  entitled 
^'  A  bill  coDcerning  the  Naval  Establish ment." 


I  am  further  directed  t6  jrequest,  that  you  will 
communicate  in  your  reply  any  other  ioforRoia- 
tion  whiqh,  in  your  opinion,  may  be  important 
or  material  oo  tnis  s,ubject.    I  have,  &c. 

LANGDON  CHEVES. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamilton,  Sec'ry  Navy, 


WASBiftoTON,  November  19, 1811. 
Sra :  I  am  directed,  by  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Message 
of  the  5th  instant,  as  relates  to  the  naval  force  of 
the  United  States,  to  requcKt  a  reply  from  yo'u  to 
the  several  questions  which  follow;  and  they 
have  also  directed  me  to  ask  as  early  an  answer 
as  may  be  conveniently  practicable: 

1st.  What  number  of  the  vessels  of  war  of  the 
United  States  is  now  ir\  actual  service  $  and  what 
are  their  names,  rates,  and  stations  ? 

2(1.  What  number  of  vessels  is  laid  up  in  ordina- 
ry ;  what  are  their  names  and  rates ;  what  will  be 
the  expense  of  repairing  and  equipping  them  for 
actaal  service;  within  what  time  can  the  same 
be  accomplished;  and  what  will  be  their  aggfregate 
BQDDal  expense  in  service,  with  that  of  those  now 
employed? 

3d.  What  will  be  the  expense  of  building,  idaii' 
uiog,  and  completely  equipping  for  actuar ser- 
vice, a  vessel  of  each  rate  of  those  most  useful 
and  most  usually  employed  in  modern  naval 
war ;  and  what  will  be  the  annual  expense  of 
maintaining  such  vessels,  respectively,  in  actual 
service  1 

4th.  Will  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  force  of  ves- 
mIs,  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  frigates,  afford  a. 
reasonable  protection  to  the  eoaetins^  trade  and 
the  mouths  of  the  harbors  of  the  United  Slates? 
If  sQch  be  deemed  iocompetenr,  what  other  force, 
is  deemed  requisite  ? 

^th.  What  materials,  for  ship  bpilding  and 
naval  equipment,  are  deemed  imperishable ;  and 
to  what  extent  in  quantity,  add  what  amount  in 
value,  would  it  be  practicable  and  advisable  to 
provide  the  same  ? 
.  6ih.  What  is  the  numbei:  of  gunboats  belong* 
iDg  the  United  Slates;  what  is  their  state  of  re- 
pair; what  number  is  in  actual  service;  -and 
where  are  thejr  stationed  or  laid  up? 

7th.  In  the  event  of  putting  in  commission  the 
*hips  BOW  laid  up  in  ordinary,  could  the  necessary 
>«amen^to  man  them,  be  speedily  procured,  with* 
^w  an  la^r^ase  of  pay  or  bovntf  ? 


I^AVY  DfPAJiTMENT,  December  3,  ISll. 

Sir  :  1  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
letter  of  the  19th  instant.  The  several  questions 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  propound  to  roe, 
involve  a  scope  of  information  di^cult  correctly 
to  state,  and  comprehend  points  upon  which  I 
am  compelled  to  submit  conjecture  in  some  in- 
stances instead  of  fact.  The  subject  is,  however, 
so  deeply  interesting  as  to  have  commanded  my 
most  deliberata  and  anxious  investigation. 

The  papers  herewith  submitted,  and  marked 
A,  B,  and  C,  will,  I  hope,  afford  satisfactory  an- 
swers to  your  three  first  queries. 

In  reply  to  the  foiirth,  I  have  to  atate,  that,  as 
to  the  force  necessary  to  afford  a  reasdoable  pro^ 
tection  to  the  coasting  trade,  and'^  the 'mouths  of 
the  harbors  of  the  United  States,  it  appears  to  u:ie 
impossible  to  form  a  satisfactory  opinion^  unless 
we  kuew  the  extent  of  the  force  by  whn;h  our 
coasting  trade  and  the  mouths  of  our  harbors  may 
be  assailed.  The  naval  nations  of  Eurppe  employ 
line-of-hattle<ships.  The  heaviest  rate  of  our 
vessels  of  war  does  not  exceed  a  large  forty-four 
gun  frigate,  which  is  inferior  in  number  of  guns, 
and  men, -and  weight  of  metal,  to  a  ship-ot-the- 
line.  It  then,,  while  we  have  only  frigates,  an 
enemy  should  send  against  us  ^hips-of-the-iioe,. 
the  protection  which,  in  such  case,  we  should  be 
able  to  aQbrd  to  our  coasting  trade^  would  obvi- 
ously be  very  imperfect.  With  a  force  equ$l  in 
number  and  rate  to  that  of  an  enemy,  or  to  that 
whlclv  an  enemy  at  a  distance  could  send  against 
us,  neither  our  commerce  on  ourcoasjt  aor  o«r 
harbors  would  have  any  .danger  to  apprehend: 
for,  considering  the  oumeroiis  dangers  of  our 
coast,  the. heavy  gales  and  fogs  to  which  it  U  pe- 
culiarly subjected,  our  superior  knowledge  of  the 
shoals  with  which  it  abounds,  and  the  numeroua 
ports  to  which  we  have  access  (be  victualling,  re- 
pairing, and  the  equipping  ships,  so  decided  wodld 
beour  adv^aatage,  that  it  is  believed  an  enemy, 
only  our  equal  in  ntimber  and  rate,  of  ^^sels, 
would  not,  under  such  circumstances,  approach 
out  shores.  With  any  intention  of  remaining  for 
the  purpose  of  molesting  our  trade.  Such,  in- 
deed, ar^e  the  advantages  which  we  possess,  in 
these  particulars,  that  I  iacline  to  the  opinion 
that,  with  half  the  nuodber  of  vessels  of  the  same 
rate  which  might  be  sent  against  us,  a  reasonable 
protection  might  generally  be  afforded  to  our 
coasting  trade.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  considered 
as  giving  the  opinion  that,  with  such  a  force,,our 
coasting  trade  could  be  effectually  protected  ;  that 
no  capture  of  our  merchant  vessels  w6uld  he 
made  under  such  circumstances:  for,  even  if  oar 
force  were  equal  to  an  eojemy,  we  ruight  expect 
occasionally  to  have  vessels  captured.  An  enter* 
prising  enemy  would  wt^teh  opportuniti^  .and 
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arail  bimseJf  of. them;  buc,  in  ouc  operations 
against  tbe^nemy,  we  should  not,  it  is  presumed, 
be  found  deficTeot  fa  enterprise  or  vigilance,  com- 
petent to  retort  his  aggressions,  and  16  secure  an 
equivalent  for  all  our  testes. 

Suppos^ing,  then,  a  continuance  of  the  present 
^ate  of  things  in  Europe,  and  that  the  United 
States  should  come  into  collision  with  either  of 
the  present  great  beliigeretu  Powers,  a  n&val  force 
of  twelve  sajl-of-the-Tine  (74**)  and  twenty  well. 
coublructed  frigates,  inclgding  ihose  we  now 
have,  and  rating  generally  not  lesa  than  thirty* 
eight  guns,  with  the  addition  of  bur  smaller  ves- 
sels now  in  service,  judiciously  directed,  it  is  b6-. 
lieved  Would  be  i^mpie  to  the  protection  of  our 
eodsting  trade;  would  be  eonipetent  to  annoy 
•xteD^ivelythecommerceof  an^enemy I  and  uni- 
ting occasionally  in  operations  with  the  gun-boats 
already  built,  if  equipped  and  brought  into  ser- 
vice, and  our  fortifications,  also,  afford  complete 
protection  to  our  harbors. 

The  imperishable  materials  for  ship  building 
and  navdl  equipment,  consist  of  timber,  plank, 
staves,  mai^ts  ahd , spars,  iron,  copper  in  sheets, 
bolts  and  nailsj  anchors,  kentledge,  canvass,  hemp- 
en yarns,  d;c.  In  tiniber.of  every  desoripiion,  re- 
quired for  navy  purposes,  our  country  abounds, 
•and  it  would  at  this  time  be  practicable  to  pro- 
cure any  quantity,  on  terms  that  are  reasonable. 
It  would  unquestionably^  be  sound  economy  to 
keep  always  on  hand  an  adequate  supply  of  this 
all-important  article,  which  ought  to  be  well  sea- 
soned before  it  is  used.  The  deplorable  effects  of 
being  compelled,  as  the  Navy  Department  has 
frei^uently  been,  to  use  green  timber  in  the  repair 
of  our  ships,  our  experience  too  fully  demon- 
strates. This,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  principal  rea- 
sons of  the  great  expense  generally,  and  very 
justly,  complained  of  by  the  guardians  of  the 
publ|«  porse;  happily,  however,  it  is  perfect.ly 
within  the  reach  of  our  power  to  remedy  ttiis 
evil,  and  I  do  most  earnestly  recommend  to  your 
serious  consideration,  the  propriety  of  an  extra 
annual  appropriation  for  three  years,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  Department  to  provide  an 
extensive  stock  of  every  description  of  timber 
required  for  navy  purposes.  The  other  articles 
of  an  imperishable  nature  may  be  procured  as 
required,  or  as  opportunities  offer  to  obtain  them 
on  reasonable  terms,  out  of  the  general  appropri- 
ation for  repairs  made  annually,  for  the  support 
of  the  Navy,  to.  which  purposes  it  will' partly  be 
devoted ;  and  to  the  encouragemeiH  of  the  man- 
ufacture of  sail  cloth,  manufactured  within  our- 
selires,  of  hemp  of  our  own  growth,  by  giving  it  a 
preference  to  that  made  of  foreign  hemp.' 

The  paper  marked  D  affords  an  aiMwer  to  your 
sixth  query,  as  full  as  the  information  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Department  will  enable  me  to  give  it. 

If  it  should  be  determined  to  commis^ioo  the 
ships  now  in  ordinary,  t^e  necessary  seamen  to 
man  rhem  cam,  it  is  confidently  believed,  be  pro- 
ciiFed  without  any  increase  of  pay  or  of  bounty, 
and  in  time  to  man  them  as  they  may  be  prepared 
for  service. 

In  my  answer  to  "your  fiAfa  query,  I  h^ve  stated 


one  of  the  causes  of  the  great  -expeQse  of  the 
Navy,  so  generally,  and  itis  admitted  justly  cem- 
plaiaed  of,  and  I  have  suggested  a  remedy  for 
that  particular  cause.  Other  causes  of  expense 
exist,  which  may  be  obviated  ;  aad,  under  the  lat- 
itude you  have  allowed  me,  I  will,  at  this  time, 
state  one  which  iimnediately  presents  itself. 

The  United  States  do  not  own  a  dock.  To  re- 
pair our  vessels  we  are  compelled  to  heave  tbem 
down— a  process  attended  with  gp«at  labor,  eoa- 
siderable  risk,  and  loss  of  time ;  and  upon  a  sbip 
thus  hove  down,  the  carpenters  cannot  work 
without  much  inconvenience.  Heace  the  D^ 
pariment  is  subjected  to  much  expense,  which 
might  be  avoided  by  tlie  constrnctton.of  one  or 
more  suitable  docks.  Such  a  provision,  even  ia 
the  present  state  of  our  Navy,  would,  be  valuable 
for  the  rea$on$  above  stated;  but  if  Congress  de- 
termine to  have  built  vessels  of  a  rate  superior  to 
those  we  now. have,  it  will  certaiolj  be  found  tc 
be  indispensable.  The  accuracy  ot  this  remark 
will  be  admitted  when  We  consider  the  force  re- 
quisite to  heave  down  a  ship  Of  the  size  of  evea 
a  frigate,  aqd  the  straining  of  her  frame  whea 
this  is  done  on  the  principle  of  the  lever. 

1  have  now,  sir,  according  to  my  best  jadg- 
ment,  offered  replies  to  your  queries ;  anJ,  as- 
suring you  of  my  i^eadiness  to  obey  the  further 
commands  of  the  committee, 

I  Imve  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, yours,  PAUL  HAMILTON. 

Hon.  LikNGDON  Cheve8,  ChairmtMn, 


A. 

Exhibit  Mhowing  the  nutnber  of  vestelt  of  war  of  tk 
United  HiaieB  two  in  actual  service  /  their  wma, 
pates,  and  $iationafor  the  winter. 

Frigate  President,  44  guns  ;  Elssex,  32  ;  ship 
John  Adams,  20;  brig  Argus,  16 — stationed  for 
the  Winter  at  Newport,  Khode  Island ;  under 
command  of  Commodore  Rodgers. 

Frigate  United  States,  44  guns ;  Congress.  36; 
ship  Wasp,  16;  brig  Nautilus,  14-— stationed  lor 
the  Winter  in  Hampton  Roads ;  under  commaod 
of  Commodore  Decatur. 

.  Frigate  Constitution,  44  guns^  ship  Hornet.  16— 
foreign  service. 

Brig  Vixen,  14  guns ;  Enterprise.  14 — stationed 
for  the  Winter  at  Charleston,  South  Caruiioaj 
under  command  ai  Captain  Campbell. 

Brig  Siren,  16  gun-s;  Viper  10 — stationed  for 
the  Winter  at  New  Orleans;  under  command  of 
Captain  Shaw. 

Brig  Oneida,  16  iguns-^-^stationed  for  the  Wia- 
ter  on  Lake  Ontario;  under  conc^mand  of  Lieu- 
tenaat  Woolsey;  '      x. 

B. 

Exhibit  ihtnmng  the  number  ofveBseig  iaidup  in  ordi- 
nary,'  their  names  and  rates;  the  ordinal  eottof 
eofih,  intruding  e!Mry  expense  I  the  pnSabte  expetue 
of  repairing  and  equippi*^  eocA  for  actual  serviet  ; 
the  period  tt  fmUprdably  take  to  repair  each ,-  and 
the  annual  expense  of  each  in  actual  sennee. 

Chesapeake,  36  guns;  original  cost,  $220,677 
80  cents ;  probable  expense  of  repairing,  9120,000; 
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.  ill 


me  oecessarF  to  vepair,  six  moDtbs;  anooal.ez- 
eose,  $102,233. 

CoDsCellation,  36  gdas ;  originftl  c^st^  9314,212 
5ct9.;  probable  expense  of  repairing,  $120,000; 
me  necessary  to  repair,  six  months  3  aonual  ex-^ 
sDse,  9102,253. 

New  York,  36  gaos ;  original  cost,  8159.639  60 ; 
robable  expense  of  repairing,  (IdO^OOC^ ;  time 
ecessary  to  repair, six  months;  annual  expense, 
102.253. 

Adams,  32  giins ;  orijg^inal  cost,  976,622  27 ;  pro« 

ible  expense  of  repairing,  $60,000;  time  necessary 

I  repair,  six  ffiooxhs;  aanual  expense,  981,007i 

BistOD^  32  gons  fori^i  nal  cost,  91 10,570  Q4 ;  pro- 

ible  expense  of  repairing,  9^0,000 ;  time  necessa* 

r  to  repair,  six  months ;  aonual  expense,  981,607. 

AoDoal  aggregate  expense  of  the  abo?e  named 

esseis,  9469,973. 

The  sums  and  periods  of  time  estimated  for 


»» 


be  the  sum  stated  under  the  head  **  annual  expense 
in  this  exhibit,  yiz :  -        -        -        -  $469,973  00 
Which,  added  to  the  ivhele  amount  of 
Navy  estimate,  as  stated  above  -        -   2,502,003  90 


Makes  the  sum  of  - 


$2,971,976  90 


^  But,  excluding  the  expense  of  the  corps  of  ma- 
rines, navy  yards,  and. ordnance,  above  stated,  the 
annual  expense  in  service  of  the  frigates  now  in 
ordinary,  with  that  of  those  now  employed,  and 
of  62  g^anboats  in  commission,  and  of  all  the  other 
gunboats  in  ordinary,  would  be  $2,623,071. 

The  aggregate  annual  expense,  if  the  frigates 
now  in  ordinary  were  "but  in  commission,  and 
added  to  the  expense  of  the  vessels  of  war  now  in 
commission  and  of  the  ordinary;  but,  excluding 
the  expense  of  the  corps  of  marines,  navy  yards, 
_      ordnance,  and  of  the  62  gunboats  in  commission— 

[iirlnVand'iqtjippinr  the  YMTels  o^^  \^>  **»«  annual  erxpense  of  all  our  vessels  of 

•     -      ■     •      ^  '  War  lit  service,  and  the  expense  of  gunboats  in 


rehended  in  the  above  statement,  are  in  a  great 
egree  conjectural ;  though  '  it  is  presumed .  that 
lesums  suited  would.be  suQcient,  and  that  in 
le  time  stated  the  vessels  toaid  be  repaired. 
Until  these  Teasels  shall  he  opened,  and  tbor- 
Dghly  examined,  it  is  obviously  impossible  to  a«- 
main,  with  any  degree  of  precision,  what  would 
i  the  expense  of  repairing  ibem,  or  what  time  it 
rould  take  to  repair  then^ ;  for,  until  then,  their 
etual  state  and  condition  eaonof  be  ascertained. 
ty  some,  it  is  at'  this  time  thought,  that  neither 
le  New  York  nor  4he  Boston  are  worthy  of  be- 
ig  repaired ;  but  I  hofte,  that  on  opening  them, 
'e  shall  find  them  otherwise ;  and,  under  this 
opression,  I  have  relumed  them  in  this  exhibit.- 
hould  ihey  be  found  too  rotten  to  repair;  I  shall 
ODsider  it  as  a  serious  misfortune ;  for  they  have 
een  constructed  upon  the  most  approved  models^ 
)r  vessels  of  their  rates. 

In  the  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  Navy  for 
le  year  1812,  the  employment  of  all  our  fri^tes, 
tcepting  those  above  stated,  and  of -all  our  other 
esseis  of  war,  and  of  sixty-two  gunboats,  H  90a* 
(roplated.    These  objects,  together  with  the cerpit 
f  marines,  navy  yards,  ordnance,  &e.,  are  esti- 
lated  to  cost  9^)^2,003  90;  which  is  the  aggre^ 
ate  amount  of  the  eMiihate  for  the  year  1812. 
tf  this  sum- 
he  expense  of  the  corps  of  marines  is 
estimated  at      -        -        -        •        - 
he  expense  of  navy  yards,  dtc.  - 
he  expense  of  ordnance,  dec 
he  expense  of  the  vessels  of  war  in  com- 
mission, and  of  those  and  the  gunboata 
in  ordinary       -        .        -        .        - 
"he  expense  of  the  6S(  gonboats  in  com- 
mission     750,00  00 


9238,906  90 
60,000  00 
60,000  00 


1,403,098  00 


^hole  amount  of  the  Navy  estimate, 


for  the  year  1812 


92,602,008  90 


ordinary— would  be  91,873,071. 

But^  as  stated  in  this  paper,  it  would  probably 
take  SIX  months  to  repair  the  frigates  in  ordinary ; 
hence,  their  expense,  if  put  in  commission,  would,  ' 
for  the  year  1812,  not  exceed  half  their  annual  ' 
expense,  viz :  9469.973 ;  half  of  which  is  $234,986 
50  cents— say  $235,000. 

If,  theh,  lire  frigates  in  ordinary  were  put  in 
commission,  the  whole  expense  of  the  Navy  for 
the  year  1812,  including  every  expense  whatso- 
ever,  ^excepting  the  sum  necessary  to  put  the  fri-  * 
gates  10  ordinary  in  repair,}  would  be  92,737,003 
90  cents  ;  and,  excluding  the  expense  of  the 
marine  corps,  navy  yards,  and  ordnance,  it  would 
be  $2,388,098;  and,  excluding  the  expense  of  the 
marine  corps,  navy  yards,  ordnance,  and  the  62 
gunboats  in  commi5sioa,  the  expense  for  the  year 
1812  would  be  $1,638,098.  ' 

If,  then,  we  bad  all  our  vessels  of  war  in  com- 
misisionjtheirannualexpensewouM  be  $1,873,071; 
bui^for  the  year  1812,  as  five  of  them  could  not 
be  brought  into  actual  service  for  six  months,  their 
expense  would  be  $1,638,098. 

The  estimate  for  the  repair  of  the  frigates  in  * 
ordinary  is  a  distinct  consideration,  and  is  not 
comprenended  in  any  of  the  views  taken  of  the 
subject.    That  estimate,  as  will  be  seen  by  refer- 
ence to  the  table,  amounts  to  9480,000. 

If,  then,'  it  should  be  determined  to  put  the  fri- 
gates now  in  ordinary  in  commission,  an  appro- 
priation of  $480,000  tor  their  repairs  and  equip- 
ment, and  of  $235,000  for  their  support  in  actual 
service^  during  the  year  1812,  would  be  necessary. 
These  items,  added  to  the  aggregate  of  the  Navy 
estimate  for  the  year  1812,  would  make  the  whole 
expense  for  that  year  93,217,003  90. 

C. 

EdinuOe  of  the  expense  of  building  and  tompletdy 
equipping  fir  actual  ttrmee  veHttt  of  war  of  iwn- 
OU9  rates f  and  the  annuai  expense  of  each. 
The  expense  of  building  one  74-gun  ressel,  at 

94,500  per  gun,  is  9333,000.    Annual  expense  of 


*  then,  the  frigates  now  in  ordinary  were  put  in  com- 
miMion,  **  their  aggregate  annual  exnense  in  service, 
with  that  of  those  now  employed,    and  including    ^  .      <^iii»Qii' 
every  other  otnect  of  Navy  expense,  upon  the  tcale  I  same,  9211,784. 
contempUted  m  the  estimate  forthe  year  1812,  would  I     The  expense  of  building  one  60-gun  Yesacl,  at 
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$4,500  per  );un,  is  $270,000.    Annoal  expense  of 
same,  $140,000. 

^ The. expense  of  build insc  od^  ^  ifun  vessel,  at 
9^,500  per  i;un,  is  $225,000.  ,  Aonuai  expense  of 
same,  9115  2H.     . 

The  expense  of  buil  'in^  one  44-gQn  vessel,  at 
$4,500  per  gnn,  is  8198,000.  Annual  expense  of 
same,  $110,000. 

The  expense  of  buildinfif  one  d6*gUQ  vessel,  at 
$4,500  per  gun,  is  $162^000.  Antiual  expense  of 
same,  $102,000. 

The  expense  of  bailding  one  32*gQt)  vessel,  at 
$4,000  per  gun,  is  $138,000.  Annual  expense  of 
same,  $82  000, 

The  expense  of  building  one  1^0-gtfn  vessel^  at 
$3,500  per  eun,  is  $70,000.  Annual  expense  of 
same,  $50  202. 

[The  frigate  President  cost  $220,910  08  ;  the 
frigate  Pniladelphia,  $179,349;  the  frisrate  New 
Yorli.  $159,629  60 ;  the  frigate  E<sex,  $139  362  50; 
the  frigate  John  Adams,  $113,505  72;  the  frigate 
Maryland,  $70,249  83.] 

An  estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  a  74,  in 
4etaii,  is  subjoined  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  annual  expense  of  all  the  rates 
under  60  guns  is  given  from  past  experience  ;  and 
in  neither  case,  it  is  believed^  does  this  statement 
vary  materially  from  what  would  be  the  actual 
antiual  expense. 

The  estimate  of  the  expense  of  building  §b!ps 
of  war  of  different  rates  is  believed  to  be  ample. 
The  cases  referred  to  under  60  guns  are  consid- 
ered as  appropriate;  they  show  the  actual  cost  of 
vessels  of  war  some  years  since,  and  it  has  been 
attempted  to  fix  the  expense  per  gun  by  this  stand- 
ard of  experience.  It  is  stated  tl>at  a  50  iroa  ship 
may  be  built  and  equipped  for  $225,000,  because 
the  friffSte  President  cost  only  $220,910  08 ;  and 
this  is  believed  to  be  correct ;  for  the  frigate  Pre- 
sident, although  s.he  rates  less  than  a  50gun  ship, 
yet  she  is  so  nearly  equal  in  her  hull,  armament,  ^ 
sails,  rigging,  d6c.,  that  such  a  frigate  would  cer- 
tainly cost  wituia  $5,000  as  much  as  a  50  gun 
ship  would  cost.  To  invalidate  the  effect  of  this 
reference,  in  this  case,  it  might  be  said,  that, 
although  the  frijjfate  President  cost  only  $220,000, 

Set,  that  other  fri^tes — for  instance,  the  United 
itates,  the  Constitution,  and  the  Constellation, 
(the  two  first  equal  and  the  last  inferior  in  rate^ 
to  her) — cost  considerably  more.  The  fact,  in* 
deed,  is  so,  fi>r  the  United  States  cost  $299,336 
65  cents;  the  Constitution  cost  $302,718  84;  and 
the  Constellation,  of  inferior  rate  to  either,  cost 
$314,000  and  upwards.  But,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  these  vessels  were  built  at  a  time  when 
we  had  but  very  little  experience  on  the  subject  of 
building  and  equipping  vessels  of  war;  and  the 
fact  that  the  frigate  Constellation,  (a  36.)  did  cost 
nearly  $100,000  more  than  the  frigate  President, 
(a  44,)  is  evidence  of  the  disadvantages  of  inex- 
pSElenoe  in  the  one  case,  and  of  the  advantages 
of  experience  in  the  other — advantages  which,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  would  be  rather  improved  in  any 
future  attempts  to  build  and  equip  vesiels  of  war. 
The  number  of  men  required  for  the  frigate 
President,  or  fur  either  of  our  largest  44'sj  would 


be  sufficient  to  man  a  50-gun  ship.  Hence,  the 
annual  enpense  of  a  50-gun  ship  would  be  aboot 
the  same  as  the  annual  expense  of  the  President. 
viz:  $115,214;  and  it  is  so  stated,  aceordioglj, 
i>9der  the  appropriate  head» 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  rhe  committee,  that  danoon,  and  a  coasid- 
erable  proportion  of  the  requisite  timber  for  six 
74-guii  bhip^are  at  this  time  provided  and  depot- 
ited  in  the  different  navy  yards. 


Estimait  of  the  pay  and  ratianM  of  the  oMeen  mi 
crew  of  a  $hip  of  war  ofl^  gvne,  fat  twAe  mtmih, 
with  660  men. 


Officers,  dtc. 


One  cottmander   - 
Fiye  lieutenants    - 
One  master 
One  Burgeoa 
Sixteen  midshipmen 
One  purser 

Three  surgeon's  mates 
One  boatswain 
One  gunner 
One.  saiimaker 
One  oarpenttfr 
Three  nastec*s  mates 
One  detain '•  clerk 
Four  boatswain's  mates 
Four  carpenter's  mates 
Two  boatswain's  yeomen 
Two  gunner's  yeomen 
Two  carpenter  8  yeomen 
Two  sailraaker's  mates 
Eighteen  quarter  gunners 
One  chaplain  -  ' 
TweWe  quartermasters 
Two  yeomen  of  gun-room 
One  coxswain 
One  «ooper 
One  steward 
One  armorer 
Two.  mssteri-at-arms 
One  cook 


Psy  pr. 

month. 


I 


Pay  per 
annum. 


0 
IK 


Total  No.  of  officers,  92. 


.00 

$1,200 

40 

8,400 

40 

^  486 

50 

-    600 

19 

3,648 

40 

480 

90 

1,080 

80 

840 

80 

240 

80 

840 

SO 

840 

.80 

720 

26 

300 

19 

912 

19 

912 

19 

456 

19 

466 

19 

456 

19 

456 

18 

3,888 

40 

480 

18 

8,592 

18 

432 

18 

816 

18 

816 

18 

816 

18 

816 

16 

438 

18 

816 

.£•3 


u 
« 


$84,480  j  ltd 


Pay  of  92  officers,  6lc^,m  above,  to  receive 

188  rations $24,4^ 

To  which  add  880  able  seamen,  at  $18  per 

month     -       .-        .        -        -        -      "-     40,380 

And  833  ordinary  seamen  and  boys,  at  $10 
per  month       -        -    •    -        -        -        -     27,960 

Making  the  total  pay  per  annum  -        -  $92,700 

From  123  rations  deduct  98,  as  estimated  in 
proTuions,  snd  there  will  remain  31  rations 
per  day,  (or  11,810  per  ann.,)  at  80  cents, 
amounting  to  • 2.269 

Total  amount  «f  psy  snd  rations  -        -  $94,963 
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Estimate  of  Proviaifnu  fir  650 

)read :  207,594  pounds  at  6  cenU  - 
).«f:  592  barrels,  at  $14  50   - 
'ork :  507  barrels,  at  $18 
'lour:  I7u  barrels,  at  $10 
lae(:  16,900  pounds,  at  20  cenU     - 
ipirtts:  14,838  gallons,  at  90  cent! - 
'eu:  628  bushels,  i^t  $1 
'hcese:  1 2,676- pounds,  at  18  eoMta   * 
lice:  33,800  pounds,  at  6  cents 
)uttsr:  4,226  pounds,  at  20  cents  - 
lolasses;  2,IiagalI<MiB»  at  76  eente 
rinegar:  2,118  gaiioiiB,  at  26  eanti 

Total      •        -        -        -        - 


tnen> 

-$10,307  70 

-  8,584  00 
•      9,126  00 

-  1,700  00 
^      3,380  00 

-  13,346  00 

628  00 

-  2,281  50 

-  1,690  00 

846  00 

1,684  76 

>  62826 

-  $58,97220 


hj  of  a  detachment  of  marines 

Clothing,  &c.  ',  '   '        -     .  -> 


Total 


$6,675  00 
2,600  00 

$19.]  76  00 


ReeapHulaium  and  General  Seiimaie, 
hj  and  subaifltence  of  navy  officers  and   ' 

MMotVL       - $94,903  00 

hj  and  dothing  of  a  detachment  of  ma- 
rines   •    .       8,176  00 

'roTuions  -  -  •  -  -  .  -63,972  00 
ledicines  and  hospital  storm  «  -  .  6,000  00 
lepain  and  contingenciee      ...     40»000  00 


K^holt  annual  expense  of  a  74-gun  ship   $202,1 10  00 

D.  .  ■      . 

^xkUnt  ikounng  the  number  of  Ounboaie  in  eommU^ 
sioH  ana  in  ordinary  /  their  etaHan,  4re* 


5  . 

a 

Where  stetioned. 

Numt>er  in 
commission. 

Number    in 
ordinary. 

i 

a 

M 

New  York       .        .        -        . 

20 

84 

• 

SS 

New  Orleans  -        .        .        . 

19 

^ 

7 

u 

Norfolk        .    -        .        •        • 

8 

6 

• 

2 

CharlesV>ii»  Sonth  Carolina      - 

*  — 

2- 

4 

Wilnungton,  North  Carolina    - 

4 

' 

a 

8t  Mary's        .        .        .        • 

11 

■ 

10 

Washington    •        -        •        . 

1 

9 

8 

Portland           .... 

.. 

8 

2 

Boston             •        -        •       - 

^ 

.2 

4 

Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  • 

— 

4 

20 

Philadelphia     .        .        -        - 

- 

20 

10 

Baltimore 

— 

10 

- 

.65 

68 

96 

7 

• 

Rni AnKs. — By  the  last  tctums,  the  gunboats  in 
'^i>>&'7»  generally*  were  in  a  state  of  preserTation. 
VU  those  in  conimission  are  in  good  condition. 


NAVY  HOSPITALS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  May  26, 1812.] 

Natt  Departmbnt,  25th  May,  1812. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  prbmion  of  the  4th 

action  of  the  net,  entitled  **  An  aet  esubliahiag 


navy  hospitals,"  passed  26th  Februaryt  1811,  I 
hare  now  the  honor  of'submuiiog  the  paper  A, 
COD  tain  ing  rules  and  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  navy  hospitals,  authorized  by  that 
act.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dkc. 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 
The  Hon.  Prs81DEnt  of  the  Senate, 

r  « 

Report  on  Naval  Hoepitale. 

Id  order  that  the  business  of  the  hospitals  may 
be  eoodpcted  od  a  general  plan,  and  with  views ' 
adequate  to  the  beneficent  aesign  of  the  Govern- 
meot,  it  is  necessary  that  systematic  rules  and  re- 
gulations be  adopted.  We,  therefbre,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  to  the  Honorable  the  Sec- 
retary of  tb^  Navy  of  the  United  States,  agreea- 
bly to  hisinstmctions  of  the  12ih  March,  1812. 

On  a  supposition  that  each  hospital  will  be  cal- 
culated for  thf  present  to  accommodate  at  least 
one  htiudred  men,  the  following  officers,  nurses, 
dbc.,  will  be  necessary  : 

1  Surgeon,  who  is  also  to  aet  as  a  physician,  ' 

3  Surgeon's  mates, 
1  Steward, 

1  Matron, 

1  Ward  maMer, 

4  permanent  nurses*;  any  additional  number  at 
the  discretion  of  the  surgeon,  who  will  be  regu- 
lated by  th«  number  of  patients  and  the  prevail- 
ing diseases,  ' 

1  Cook, 

2  Washwomea, 

3  Servants  to  the  hospital, 

1  Porter.  In  addition  to  these,  it  is  supposed 
that  assistants  may  be  obtained  from  the  list  of 
invafids  and  pensioners;  places,  of  trust,  however, 
ouffht  to  be  permanent  or  during  good  behaviour. 

IhUiee  of  the  Surg^^tm.—!.  It  shall  be  the  doty 
of  the  surgeon  to  direct  the  supply  of  all  articles 
that  he  may  think  necessary  for  the  hospital. 

2.  He  shall  visit  the  sick  in  the  hospiuil  daily.  • 
or  ofteoer,  if  necessary,  to  prescribe  and  attend 
geixerally  to  all  cases  committed  to  his  care,  and 
direct  such  nourishment  and  quantity  as  he  may' 
think  proper  for  the  use  of  the  sick  and  coavales- 
cents,  y 

3.  He  shall  have  the  supreme  direction  of  eve- 
rything which  relates  to  the  Internal  regulation 
of  the  hospital,  and  to  the  economy  of  the  estab- 
li^m^t,  and  ne  clothed  with  power  to  suspend 
from  doty,  or  to  arrest  any  person  who  may  be 
employed  therein;  also  to  punish, in  such  way  as 
shall  be  hereafter  directed,  all  convalescents,  pen- 
sioners.. &c.,  who  shall  wilfully  disobey  orders, 
break  through  any  of  the  established  rules  of  the 
hospital,  which  are  contained  in  the  code,  or 
which  hereafter  may  be  added  with  the  consent 
of  the  Secreury  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States. 

4.  He  shall  examine  and  verify  the  steward|s 
monthly  account  of  all  purchases  and  expend!- . 
tures  under  his  orders. 

5.  He  shall  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept^  a  book, 
in  which  shall  be  recorded  the  names  or  the  pa* 
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tients  and  peDsioners  adhiitted  into  the  hospital 
under  his  charge;  the  ship,  navy  yard,  or  marine 
pHort  th«y  came  from,  their  rank,  date  of  admis- 
sion, disease  or  disability,  discharge  or  death,  and 
to  whom  delivered  when  dischai^^ed. 

6.  He  shall  report  to  the  Navy  Department  the 
number  of  men  aiid  officers,  who  have  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  hospital,  ^very  three  months,  with 
the  number  of  days  that  they  have  been  viotnaU 
led,  specifying  the  ship,  navy  yard,  or  marine 
port,  from  whence  they  came,  dbtiilguiahing  pen- 
sioners fcofh  others,  to  enable  the  Accountant  of 
the  Navy  Department  to  appropriate  the  amount 
of  the  ration,  stopped  on  ooara  of  each  ship,  at 
the  navy  yard  ojr  marine  port,  to  the  support  of 
the  hospital. 

7.  He  shall  cause  a  diary  of  the  medical  and 
surgical  practice  of  the  hospital  to  be  kept,  and 
instruct  bis  mates  in  their  duty ;  likewise  such 
surgeons'  mates  of  the  navy  as  may  be  ordered  to 
the  hospital  for  instruction. 

8.  He  shall  examine  annually,  in  conju9ction. 
with  the  steward,  all  the  articles  belonging  to  the 
establishment,  and  report  all  losses  that  may  have 
taken  place,  that  the  amount  thereof  may  b^ 
charged  to  tne  steward,' unless  he  can  ^how  causei 
for  the  same.  . 

^.  He  shall  be  careful  in  examining  the  diseases 
of  all  patients  sent  for. admission,  and  is  hereby 
enjoined  not  to  receive  any,  excepting  under  the 
forms  and  instructions  directed  to  be  observed  by 
the  surgeons  of  the  navy. 

10.  The  hospital  surgeons  shall  on  no  pretence 
.  whatever  be  obliged  to  act  out  of  the  line  of  their 
diitv  hereby  pres<;ribed. 

Hospital  ifci/cs.— They  shall  be  subject  solely 
to  the  orders  of  the  hospital  surgeon  m  the  line 
of  their  duty.  They  shall  also  be  charged  with 
the  safe-keeping  of  alt  surgical  instruments,  medi- 
cines, and  books,  belonging  to  the  hospital,- and 
on  their  removal  therefrom  be  held  responsible 
for  any  loss,  unless  exonerated  by  a  certificate 
from  the  surgeon.  They  shall  have  full  powe^, 
during  the  absence  of  the  surgeon,  to  confine 
nurses,  servants,  or  convalescents,  who  have  been 
guilty  of  disorderly  riotous  behaviour,  and  report 
the  same  to  him  at  his^next  visit:  commission 
and  warrant  officers  are  to  be  reported  to  the  sur- 
geon. They  shall  not  absent  themselves  from 
the  hospital  without  obtaining  a  written  permis* 
sion  from  the  surgeon,  unless  a  furlough  be 
granted   by  the  .Secretary  of  tfie  Navy.     Sur- 

? eons'  mates  of  the  Nayy  ordered  to  the  hospital 
or  instruction,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rul^es 
'  imd  regulations  as  those  immediately  attached  to 
it,  excepting  that  they  shall  not  be  charged  with 
the  safe-keening  of  any  of  the  articles  belonging 
to  the  establishment,  nor  be  vested  with  any  of 
the  powers  hereby  granted  to  the  hospital  mates. 
Steward. — t.  He  shall  be  a  man  of  strict  integ- 
rity, sobriety,  and  ability.  He  shall  like  charge 
of,  and  be  responsible  for,  all  stores  and  hospital 
furniture  furnished  for  the  establishment  apd  sup- 
port of  the  hospital,  medicines,  and  other  articles 
in  the  medical  department  excepted.  It,  there- 
fore, shall  be  his  duty  to  examine  all  articles  be- 


longing to  the  respective  wards  monthly,  before 
the  nurses  receive  their  wages,  to  see  that  noth- 
ing has  been  purloined  by  them,  as  he  alone  will 
finally  be  held  responsible  for  the  same. 

2.  He  shall  be  furm'shed  with  the  necessary 
snms,  on  his  requisition,  approved  by  the  surgeoo, 
to  purchase  such  articles  of  diet  as  the  sargeon 
may  re(]uirefor  the  use  of  the  sick,  and  to  defray 
the  incidental  charges  aff^inst  the  institution ;  do 
accounts,  however,  shall  be  paid  by  him  wiihoot 
being  approved  by  the  surgeon. 

3.  He  shall  keep  a  r^ttlar  account  of  the  buid- 
ber  of  patients,  pensioners^and  pecsoas  employed 
in  th«  hospital,  who  are  daily  victualled,  and  the 
quantitv  of  hospital  stores  (or  extras)  issued  by 
order  ol  the  surgeon..  For  this  purpose  he  shall 
open  an  account  for  every  article  of  hospital 
stores  and  provisions  in  his  charge,  and  debit 
each  article  with  the  quantity  received.  He  shall 
likewise  make  out  a  weekly  or  mobtbly  retoni  of 
his  disbursements  and.  ez|)endittire  of  stores,  de- 
signating the  regular  hospital  allowance  and  the 
extras,  according  to  the  requisitions  of  the  sur- 
geon ;  which  return  shall  be  examined  by  the  sur- 
geon and  verified  by  his  signature  before  the 
amount  shall  be  passed  to  his  credit.  These  re 
turiis  shall  be  absolutely  iMcessary  for  the  fioal 
acquittal  of  his  acoounU  at  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. He  shall  be  allowed  *- —  per  cent,  for 
waste  and  leakage. 

4.  He  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  stirgeoo. 
superintend  ffeneiaHy  the  concerns  of  the  hos- 
pital ;  he  shall  report  all  abseotees,  at  the  morn- 
ing and  evening  roll  call,  to  the  surgeon. 

5.  He  shall  superintend  the  management  of  the 
gardens  and  grass  lots  belonging  to  ihe'iostitQ- 
tion,and  keep  an  account  of  the  proceeds  thereof, 
and  do  all  other  matters  that  thie  surgeoo  may 
conceive  eeooomioal  and  benaficial  to  the  iosti- 
lution. 

6.  The  steward  shall,. before  he  enters  on  the 
duties  of  his  appoiniment.  give  bond  with  tvo 
securities  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  doty. 

Matron. — 1.  The  matron,  if  practicable,  sboald 
be  the  wife  of  the  steward.  •  She  shall  visit  the 
wards  of  th»  hospital  frequently,  and  see  that  the 
patients  and  bedding  are  kept  elehn;  that  the 
wards  be  swept  and  the  beds  made  every  day  at 
an  appointed  hour ;  that  the  sick  do  not  sufier  for 
the  want  of  proper  attendnnce  from  the  outses; 
and  that  they  be  furnished  with  the  nourishmeat 
prescribed  by  the  surgeon;  that  the  hospital  be 
washed  as  often  as  the  surgeon  may  think  neces- 
sary ;  that  ,the  table  linen,  bedding,  and  hos^piol 
clothing,  be  washed  and  kept  in  good  order. 

2.  She-  shall  superintend  and  direct  the  so- 
vants  employed  in  the  hospital,  likewise  the 
cooking  establishment  and  dairy,  and  do  all  other 
Blatters  and  thines^as  may  have  a  teodeocyto 
preserve  the  public  property,  and  diminish  the 
expenses  of  the  institution.  All  nurses  sod  ser- 
vants are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  be 
obedient  to  her  orders  in  the  line  of  her  duty. 

Ward  MaMter.-^l,  He  shall  be  authorized  to 
act  as  master-at-arms,  to  take  charge  of  the  re- 
fectory,  and  to  execute  the  orders  oi  the  surgeM, 
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when  puoishmeDt  is  to  be  inflicted  hj  confiii«- 
ment  or  clog. 

2.  He  shall  take  cbarffe  of  the  receiriog  and 
bathing  rooms,  and  all  the  apparel  necessary  for 
the  changing  of  the  sick  on  their  arriral  at  the 
hospital,  and  shall  attend  to  the  cleansing  of  them 
before  they  are  introduced  into  their  respectird 
wards. 

3.  He  shall  take  charge  of,  and  be  responsible 
for.  all  clothing  belonging  to  the  tick,  which  shall 
Dot  be  permitted  to  belaken  into  the  wards;  he 
shall  hare  them  well  cleansed  and  purified,  and 
when  dry,  deposited  in  the  bags,  chests,  or^  knap* 
sacb  of  them  to  whom  they  respectively  beloag, 
BDd  arranged  in  a  room  set  apart  for  the  purpose, 
the  name  uf  each  man  being  marked  on  his  ba^, 
chest,  or  knapsack ;  and  when  the  same  is  deli- 
yered  out  of  his  charge,  areceipt  shall  be  gi?en. 

4.  He  shall  call  a  roll  m  the  convalescent  wards, 
wards  of  recovery,  and  invalid  wards,  morning 
and  evening,  at  the  opening  and  closing  of  the 
doors  of  the  hospitaU,  and  report  all  absenteesr  to 
the  senior  hospital  mate.  . 

5.  He  shall  walk  throi^gh  the  wards  every 
sight,  at  the  hour  which  may  he  fixed  on  by  the 
sargeon,  to  see  that  all  lights  and  fires  are  extin- 
guished, except  those  which  the  surgeon  may 
conceive  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  sick. 

6.  On  the  death  of  a  patient  in  the  wards,  he  is 
to  take  an  inventory  of  the  edfecta  of  the  deceased, 
aad  deliver  it  to  the  steward,  who  shall  take 
charge  of  them.  If  an  officer,  the-  steward  shall 
take  an  inventory  of  all  his  foods  and  papers, 
which  shall  be  reserved  in  a  place  of  safe-keep- 
iog,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who-  may  legally 
claim  them. 

7.  He  shall  be  charged  with  the  buryioc  of 
the  dead,  and  do  all  other  matters,  by  order  of  the 
:)Urgeon,  which  may  not  have  been  detailed  in 
this  code. 

iVuTvea.'— 1.  They  are  hereby  strictly  enioined 
and  required  to  be  obedient'to  the  commands  that 
they  038 y,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  their 
superiors,  atid  be  careful  so  to  conduct  themselves 
that  they  may  not  incur  the  displeasure  of  the 
hospital  surgeon. 

rorter.— 1.  The  porter  shkll  be  a  responsible' 
man.  He  shall  take  charge  of  the  keys  of  the 
gates,  and  permit  no  stranger  to  enter  who  is  in- 
toxicated, or  who  may  have  liquors  of  any  de- 
scription for  either  the  patients,  nurses,  invalids, 
or  servants  employed  in  the  hospital,  nor  permit 
any  person  to  pass  out,  who  may  be  suspected  of 
havinf^  any  hospital  property  in  possession,  with- 
out giving  the  steward  immediate  information 
thereof,  lie  is  to  report  the  najnes  of  those  to 
the  hospital  surgeon's  mates,  ^ho  have  been  out 
on  liberty,  and  returned  intoxicated.  He  is  to 
permit  no  patient  or  pensioner  to  go  out,  without 
a  pass  signed  by  the  surgeon. 

All  other  persons  emi^oyed  in  the  institution 
shall  be  subject  to  such  orders,  rules,  or  regula- 
tions, as  the  surgeon  may,  from  'time  to  time, 
think  proper  to  establish. 

No  person  employed  in  the  hospital,  in  any  de- 
partment, shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  have  any 


private  interest  in  the  supply  of  any  provisions  or 
other  articles  which  may  De  supplied  for  the  es- 
tablishment, or  support  thereof. 

No  pensioner  or  invalid  shall  be  received  into 
the  liospital  without  an  order  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

No  person  shall  be  admitted  into  the  hospital 
without  an  order  signed  by  the  commander  of  the 
sh  ip,  navy  yard,  or  marine  port^  to  which  he  belongs^ 
accompanied  hf  a  certificate  from  the  surgeon, 
with  a  statement  of  his  case,  and  mode  of  treat- 
ment which  had  been  pursued  for  his  recovery.* 
And  when  any  seamen  or  marine  h  discharged 
from  the  hospital,  the  officer  into  whose  care  the 
man  is  delivered,  shall  give  a  receipt  for  him  on 
the  hospital  books. 

Whenever  a  seaman,  ordinarv  seaman,  boy,  or 
marine,  is  sent  io  the  hospital  from  a  vessel  of 
war,  the  purser  shall  send. with  him  a  statement 
of  his  accounts,  signed  by  himself  and  the  com- 
manding officer,  whicii  account  shall  be  traaa- 
miited  to  the  purser  of  the.  ship  to  which  said 
seaman,  ordinary  seaman,  boy,  or  marine,  mty 
be  ordered,  when  discharged  from  the  hospitaL 

t  Foreign  sick  seamen,  belonging  to  the  lut- 
tional  ships  of  war,  may  be  admitted  into  tbe 
United  States'  nafal  hospitals,  |>royided  it  eaa 
eonvcfiieatly  be  done,  on  application  being  made 
to  the  surgeon  by  the  Consul  or  agent  of  aoeh 
foreign  Power  to  which  they  may  respectively 
belong;  the  said  Consul  oragent  i^tvinff  a  prom- 
issory note  to  pay  *-— •  per  day  for  each  seaman 
«o  admitted,  and  to  pay  for  or  furnish  such  cloth- 
ing as  may  be  necessary  forsaeh  man,  and,  ia 
case  of  death,  to  pay  the  fjuneial  expenses.    . 

All  pensioners  sliall  be  mustered  every  morn- 
tog)  t[y  a  commissioned  or  warrant  offieer,  if  any 
of  this  grade  be  on  the  pension  list  in  the  hos- 
pital ;  if  not,  by  the  highest  in  rank  among  the 
pensioners ;  to  see  that  every  maA  is  clean  in  his 
person  and  clothing:  and  on  Sunday  there  shall 
be  a  general  muster  and  inspection  of  pensioners 
and  convalescents,  at  the  hour  appointed  by  the 
surgeon,  who  shall  personally  examine  every 
man ;  and  every  man  who  shall  fail  to  appear 
shared)  and  otherwise  clean  in  his  person  and 
clothing,  shall,  for  the  first  ofience,  have  his  al- 
lowance of  beer,  wine,  or  spirit,  stopped  from  one 
to  three  days;  for  the  second  ofience,  ten  days; 
and  for  the  third,  fifteen  days,  or  more,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  surgeon. 

Whenever  a  seaman,  ordinary  seaman,  marine, 
or  boy,  who  is  oti  the  pension  list,  shall  be  taken 
sick,  be  shall  be  removed  from  the  pensionera' 
apartment  to  the  sick  ward  designatea  for  his  re- 
ception by  the  surgeon. 

There  shall  be  no  assemblage  of  convalescents. 


*  This  regulation  may  be  dispensed  with»  provided 
the  person  be  sent  to  the  hospital  immediately  after  an 
accident  by  which  an  injoiy  or  ^ound  may  have  been 
received.  ^ 

t  Should  this  regulation  be  adopted,  it  will  be  neeas- 
wtarj  to  provide  Ibr  an  additional  number  of     "'  ^* 
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or  other  persons,  fti  the  wiirds  of  the  hospital,  to 
disturb  the  sick.    Gaming  is  strictly  forbidden. 

Any  officer  or,  other  person  who  shall  disobey 
any  of  the  established  rules  of  the  hospital,  or 
shall  refuse  to  follow  the  advice  of  the  surgeon, 
shall,  if  an  officer,  be  forthwith  dh^cfaarged,  on  re- 
porting him  to  the  Navy  Department ;  and  no 
allowance  shall  be  made  to  hiro  for  sick  quarters 
or  medical  aid ;  but,  If  a  seaman  or  marine^  he 
shall  be  confined  in  a  solitary  room  set  apart  for 
that  purpose. 

Any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  who  shall 
strrke,  or  draw,  or  offer  to  draw,  or  raisa  any 
weapon,  against  the  surgeon,  surgeon's  mates, 
steward,  or  ward  master,  while  executing;:  the  du- 
ties of  th«ir  respective  offices,  shall,  if  an  officer, 
be  cashiered  ;  and  all  others  confined  in  a  solitary 
celt  for  the  8pac€  of  *-^,  and  sent  aboard  the 
first  public^  ship  that  shall  arrive  at  the  port 
where  such  hospital  may  be,  and  shall  be  mulcted 
of  their  pay  for  — ^  months,  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  support  of  the  hospital. 

If  any  person  in  the  hospital  shall  Waste,  em- 
bezzle ^^  or  fraudulently  buy,  sell,  or  receive,  any 
provisions  or  public,  stores,  every  such  person 
ahall  forfeit  all  the  pay  and  subsistence  then  due 
to  him;  and  if  an-  omcer,  he  shall  be  cashiered, 
«od  the  amount  deducted  from  his  pay. 

Any  citizen  who  shall  have  received  the  goods 
thus  purloined^  on  conviction  before  any  magis- 
trate, shall  Corfcic  arid  pay  double  the  value  of 
tha  provisions  or  public  property  so  bought  or 
received,  and  be  subject  to  a  fine  of-——. 

Any  person  in  the  hospital  who  shall  be  found 
guilty  of  stealing  the  property  of  his  comrades, 
shall  restore  the  same,  or  the  amount  thereof^ 
and  beconfined,  if  his  health  will  perm  it,4n  a 

solitary  cell,  for  the  space  of ,  and  wear  a 

clog  and  chain  to  his  leg,  as  a  mark  of  disgrace, 
for  the  space  of . 

Any  officer  in  the  hospital  who  shall  be  guilty 
of  profane  swearing,  drunkenness,  or  otheF  scan- 
dalous conduct,  tending  to  the  destruction  of 
good  morals,  sjiall  be  cashiered,  or  suffer  such 
punishment  ab  a  court  martial  shall  adjudge. 

£very  seaman,  ordinary  seaman,  marine,  boy, 
ot  petty  officer,  who  shall  be  euUty  of  riotous  be- 
haviour or  drunkenness^  shall  be  confined  in  a 
solitary  cell  for  iho  space  of-——. 

Every  person  who  may  have,  left  4he  hospital 
pn  permission,  and  who  shall  not  have  returned 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  expiration  of 
the  time  specified  in  his  pass,  shall  be  deemed  a 
deserter^  and,  if  a  seaman  or  marine,  shall  be  sub- 
iect  to  such  punishment  as  the  articles  of  the 
Navy  have  directed  for  the  crime  of  desertion ; 
but  if  a  pensioner^  be  shall  be  marked  rutif  on 
the  hospital  books,  and  foTklx  his  pension. 

No  person  in  the  hospital  shail  quarrel  with 
any  other  person  in  the  hospital^  nor  use  pro- 
Toking  or  reproachful  words,  gestures,  or  me- 
naces, on  pam  6f  solitary  eonHnemept  for  the 
first  offence,  and^  if  incorrigible  by  .this  mode  of 
punishment,  he  shall  wear  a  clog  and  chain,  as  a 
mark  of  disgrace. 

All  crimes  committed  by  persons  belonging  to. 


or  as  patients  or  pensioners  in,  the  hospital,  whick 
are  not  spi^eified  in  this  code,  shall  be  punished 
according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  navy. 

All  clothing  belonging  to  the  deceased  officers 
or  men,  which  may  not  have  been  claimed  wiihia 
six  months  after  public  notice  has  been  eiveo  of 
their  decease,  shall  be  sold,  and  applied  to  the 
clothing  fund  of  the  hospital. 

Each  person  employed  in  the  boapital,  ezcejA 
surgeon  and  mates,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a 
naval  ration,  or  equivalent  in  other  articles,  aot 
exceeding  twenty  cents  per  day. 

That  no  person  may^  plead  ignorance  of  the 
above  rules  and  regulations,  they  shall  be  read, it 
the  monthly  mdsterj  by  the  surgeon's  mates,  aad 
a  copy,  with  such  regulations  as  itiay  hereafter  be 
made,  t»h all  be  placed  in  a  convenient  place,  ia 
each  ward,  that  every  patient^  nurse,  and  pension- 
er, may  be  informed  thereof. 

E.  CUTBUSH, 
GEORGE  DAVIS, 
SAM'L  R.  MARSHALL, 
THOMAS  BWELL. 

MoNOAT,  March  16tk,  1812. 


GEORQtTowii,  March  17IA,  1812. 

Sir:  The,  report  which  we  had  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you,  under  date  of  the  16ih  March, 
was  strictly  limited  to  the  poihts  contained  m 
your  order.  There  are  other  subjects  of  consid- 
erdtioix  which  we  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your 
discretion.  In  the  report  presented,  the  duty  of 
performing  divine  service  has  been  ooattted,  from 
the  desire  of  limiting,  as  far  as  possible,  the  num- 
ber of  officers,  proportioning  them  according  to 
the  quantum  of  duty  to  be  performed  :  we  are, 
however,  induced  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  at- 
taching a  chaplain  to  the  Institutioxu  being  of 
high  importance,  and  conducive  to  good  order  aod 
the  advancement  of  morality.  We  presume  that 
this  duiy^  would  be  performed,  for  the  preseot, 
{under  tne  invitation  of  the  honorable  Becreury 
of  the  Navy)  with  pleasure,  by  any  of  the  clergy 
liear  those  places  where  the  hospital  may  be 
erected. 

No  provision^  as  to  pay,  dee.,  bf  hospital  sor- 
geons^  IS  contained  in  the  bill  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congret^s :  in  the  army,  an  express  pro- 
vision is  made  for  this  class  of  officers.  We  would 
submit  the  propriety  of  incorporating  in  the  bill, 
which  may  contain  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  hospitals,  a  clause  specifying  th^  rank  of  sur- 
geons to  hospitals,  and  of  their  mates,  as  it  re- 
spects land  and  sea  officers  $  also  to  allow  the 
same  pay  and  emoluments  as  the  hospital  sar- 
geons'in  the  ariny  of  the  United  States  now  re- 
ceive, 

.  Under  all  European  Governments,  hospital  sur- 
geons and  naval  surgeons  have  a  definite  rank:  it 
serves  as  a  stimulus  for  menof-talentSj  not  only  to 
offer  their  services,  but  to  continue  in  service  whea 
the  situation  is  made  as  repuuble  as  that  of  any 
other  class  of  officers.  Our  navy  has,  hitherto, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  been  rather  as  a  medical 
school  for  young  gentlemen^  who  enter  it  for  prac- 
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ical  knowUd^:  this  is  iocorr^ct^as  no  person 
bould  be  peroiitted  tp  take  charge  of  the  healiii 
nd  lires  of  seameo,  in  whose  capacity  his  fellqw- 
iiizeos  caQDot  coofide  }  those,  therefore,  who 
lave  oot  graduated  at  a  reitpectable  coliege  or 
iBi?ersity,  should  be  obliged  to  submit  to  aa  ex- 
mination  before  they  are  commissiooed. 
We  hare  oot  aouced  the  capacity  or  the  sites 
ecessary  for  the  hospitals;  we  conceive,  how- 
rer,  that  frotn  eight  to  ten  acres  of  ground  would 
e  necessary  for  each  hospital,  and,  to  the  hospi- 
li  and  a.syluin,  at  least  fifteen  acres,  more  if 
onvenieat. 

Gentlemen  intended  for  the  situation  of  hospi- 
il  mates  should  be  examined  by  (hose  who  may 
e  appointed  hospital  sur^eon^,  to  ascertain  their 
biljty  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  station.  We 
eg  leave  to  submit  the  propriety  ot  making  a 
isiJDctioo  between  the  two  hospital  mates,  as, 
)r  example,  the  senior  and  the  junior;  the  form* 
r  (0  be  capable  of  performing  the  duties  of  naval 
ir^eoo. 

We  are  unacquaipted  with  the  extent  of  your 
lews  respecting  the  hospital  establishment  ;'.we 
ave^  therefore,  reported  the  number  of  medical 
Seers,  Slc.j  for  on^  hundred  men ;  but  if  for  a 
reater  number,  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase 
le  establishment  by  an  addition  of  medical  offi- 
>rs,  whose  duties  must  be  defined. 
We  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit  the 
)ore  remarks. 

,    E.  CUTBUSH, 
'    GEORGE  DA  VIS, 
SAM'L  R.  iMARSHALL, 
THOMAS  BWELL. 


NNEXATION  OP  WEST  FLORIDA  TO  THE 
MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

Communicated  to  the  House,  November  20,  1611.J 

Q  tht  Honorable  ike  Senate  and  House  of 

JUpruentatioea  of  the  United  States: 
We,  the  inhabitants  of  West  Flprida,  your  peti- 
oners,  represent  to  your  honorable  body,  that, 
hile  we  rejoice  in  the  late  event  which  has 
ought  about  our  emancipation  from  the  iron 
lackles  of  despotism,  or  rather  released  us  from 
e  more  horrid  calamitiesofanarchy,  we  still  labor 
ider  the  painful  apprehension  that  your  enlight- 
led  body  will  either  continue  us  a  separate  Ter- 
lory,  or  attach  us  to  the  Territory  of  New  Or- 
aos,  instead  of  incorporating  us  with  the  Mit- 
l^sippi  Territory,  which  we  m6st  ardently  wish,- 
r  the  following  reasons :  ' 
The  geosrapbicai  and  relative  situation  of 
Test  Florida  and  the  Mississippi  Territory  plead 
)werfully  in  favor  of  the  measurd.  The  climate, 
e  soil,  the  people,  fhe  manners,  and  the  politics 
both  countries,are  the  same,  being  only  divided 
r  an  idea!  boundary.  We  are  all  Americans  bv 
rth,  and  in  principle;  but  if  we  are  united  with 
e  Territory  of  Orleans,  we  will  be  subjected  to 
1  the  ioconveniencesand  miseries  resulting  froiA 
difference  of  people,  language,  manners,  cus- 1 


toms,  and  politics.  The  safety,  and.  indeed,  the 
political  salvation  of  the  Qovemoaent  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  entirely  di^pend  on  the  ananimityof 
all  its  parts,  which  is  best  ineured-  by  combining^ 

f»ersons  aud  things  homogeneous  in  their  naturft- 
f  this  be  irae,  and  if  West  Florida  and  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans  difier  in  fvery  material  respe^t^ 
(of  wbich  there  can  be  no  donbt,)  it  follows  that 
a  coalition  of  the  two  oountries  would  be  produe*- 
live  of  discord,  the  evil  genius  of  republican  Qow^ 
emment9. 

Youi^  petitioners  are  aware  of  the  policy  sug-^ 
l^ested  by  some,  of  adding  us,  who  are  all  Amer- 
icans, tp  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
who  are  chiefly  French,  in  order  to  counteract  the 
French  influencer  This  may  be  souqd  policy, 
but  to  make  us  the  instroments  of  effecting  that 
object,  at  ibe  same  time  that  it  might  be  advan- 
tageous tatl^e  United  States  in  general,  it  would 
be  destructive  to  our  individual  happiness;  a 
sacrifice  too  great^  we  trust,  to  be  required  of  us 
tamake  by  a  Government  wise  in  its  Cvnstitu- 
tion,  and  just  in  its  Administration. 

If,  to  Counter  act  French  influence,  and  subvert 
French  polities,  by  popnla'ting  the  country  with 
Americans,  be  the  policy  of  the  Government,  your 
petitioners  conceive  that  object  will  be  shortly 
eflpcted  by  the  very  great  emigration- of  Amer- 
icans from  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  If  those 
emigrants  are  subjected  to-.all  the  inconveniencey 
which  we  deprecate  from  a  siiinilar  connexion, 
the  case  is  not  so  hard  with  them  as  it  won  Id  be 
with  us,  b<^cause  they  have  voluntarily  chosen 
that  situation. 

But,  waiving  (til  objection  on  the  score  of  dis- 
similarity betwixt  us  and  the  people  of  Orleans, . 
nature  herself  seems  to  have  thrown  a  barrier 
in  the  way  to  oppose  the  union.  The  city  of 
New  Orleans  is,  and  in  all  probability  will  con-  ' 
tinue  to  be,  the  seat  of  government  of  that  coun- 
try; where,  o|  course,  all  public  business  must 
be  transacted,,  and  which  will,  therefore,  induce 
the  necessity  of  the  personal  attendance  of  a  great 
proportion  of  the  people  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  t  ha  tavern  men  t,  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans; 
which  will  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  the  in- 
habitants of  West  Florida,  on  aeceunt  of  the  large- 
ness and  difficult  navigation  of  LakePontchartrain, 
which  compl<;tely  insulates  us  from  the  city  of 
New  Orleans. 

If,  bewever,  your  honorable  body  should  deem 
it  unadvisable  to  attach  us  to  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  in  order  to  prevent  a  measure  calculated 
to  continue  us  under  a  separate  Territorial  gOT- 
ernment,  we  beg  leave  to  state  that,  owing  to  the 
local  situation  of  our  country,  it  is  not  suscepti- 
ble of  a  thick  settlement;  that,  if  it  were  settled 
with  as  many  persons  as  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try will  admit,  yet  we  do  not  believe  there  wonid 
be  wealth  enough  among  u^  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  a' government,  without  operating  a  very  se- 
rious injury  to  us.  But.  admitting  we  are  able 
to  bear  ttte  expenses  of  a  Territorial  government, 
if  the  Missixsippi  Territory,  and  the  Territory  of 
Orleans  should  become  :8tate8,  independent  ot  us, 
we  would  forever  remain  a  Territory ;  for,  neitlier 
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in  point  of  ntiinbers,  nor  in  point  of  ^tent  of 
country,  would  we  ever  arrive  at  the  prond  mag* 
nitude  of  claiming  an  admission  into  the  Union, 
ara  free,  sovereign  aad  independent  State.  Our 
Only  hope  of  participating  with  the  rest  bf  our 
brethren  on  the  Continent  in  the  rights  and  bles- 
sings of  State  Fovereignty,  is  built  upon  the 
pleasing  anticipation  of  becomingf  a  part  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory.  By  that  means,  indepeiid- 
ent  of  our  owi)  tndividtlai  interests,  the  Mississip* 
pi  Territory  will  derive  the  -advantage  of  an  ex-^ 
tensive  seacoast,  of  which  she  will  otherwise  be 
deprived. 

'  For  the  for«going  reasons,  we  humbly  trust 
that  your  honorable  body  will  grant  our  request^ 
by  adding  all  that  tract^f  country  now  iiv  posses- 
sion, by  virtue  of  the  President's  proclamation  of 
1810,  to  the  Mississippi  Territory. 
There  is  also  another  subject  in  which  your 

f petitioners  are  deeply  interested,  to  which  we  beg 
eave  to  call  your  attention.  Your  petitioners 
htive  generally  emigrated  to  this  country  since 
the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States. 
When  possession  of  New  Orleans,  and  that  of  the 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi  was  taken,  and 
'  the  Province  of  West  Florida'  lett  in  possession, 
and  undel' the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Spain,  we 
took  it  for  granted  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stiites  either  did  not  claim,  or^  if  theydid, 
meant  not  to  insist  upon  their  claim  to  West 
Florida ;  we,  therefore,  have  made  settlements  on 
lands,  under  the  rules  and  forms  of  the  Spanish 
Qovernmenty  expecting  to  hold  our  lands'to  our- 
selves and.  our  heirs  forever.  We,  therefore,  pray 
your  honorable  body  to  confirm  to  us  our  settle- 
ment rights;  made  between  the  time  of  the  cession 
of  Louisiana,  until  the  time  pf  taking  possessioii 
of  West  Florida,  wherever  they  have  been  made 
bonajide,  and  nut  with  an  intention  to  monopo- 
lize unreasonable  quantities  of  lands,  under  such 
regulation's  as  may  best  comport  with  the  wisdom 
ai^  Justice  of  Congress,    .   • 

We  hdmbly  trust  that  your  enlightened  body 
will  ffrant  this  request,  when  you  take  into  view 
all  the  circumstances  which  it  involves.  The 
eonsequences  to  us  and  our  families  are  all  im- 
portant. If  we  are  deprived  of  bur  possessions, 
we  are  deprived  of  our  property ;  and  consequenily, 
will  be  reduced  to  the  extremes  of  want  and 
wretchedness. 

GEORGfi  PATTERSON, 
And  four  hundred  and  ten  others. 


UNION  CANAL  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  Senate,  December  6,  1811.] 

PBiLAnBLPniA,  iVor.  19, 1811. 

To  the  Senate  and  Htm$e  of  R^tientaHves  of  the 

.  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,-  thememo- 

riai  of  the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Union 

Canal    Company  of  PennsjfSaniftf  respeetjulfy 

showeth  .*  ^ 

That,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety 'One  and  two,  the  Legislature  oi"  Penn- 


sylvania, for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  commooi- 
cation  between  the  eastern  and  western  parts  ti 
the  StAte,  by  canals  and  locks,  incorporated  two 
companies  under  the  titles  of  '*  The  Scho^IkiS 
and  Susquehanna  Navigation,"  and  ''The Dela- 
ware and  Schuylkill  Canal  Navigation,"  with  socb 
powers,  privileges,  and  immunities,  as  were  tbn 
deemed  requisite  for  the  aceompliahment  of  the 
object.  - 

That. a  number  of  citizens  (some  of  whom 
were  greatly  distinguished  by  former  senriefs. 
civtf  as  well  as  militarv,  rendered  to  their  cooo- 
try  in  the  contest  which  secured  and  established 
her  independence,)  actuated  by  a  regard  for  ibe 
pbbiic  good,  and  by  an  ardent  de^'re  of  stren^ftli- 
ening  and  cementing  that  Union  which  hadthes 
so  recently  been  established,  made  liberal  cootri- 
buiions  of  their  wealth  to  a  large  amount,  and 
engaged  in  the  measures  necessarj  to  theopenio| 
of  the  contemplated  communication,  with  aspim 
.of  zeal  and  enterprise  worthy  of  the  patriotic 
undertaking. 

That  large  sums  of  money  were  expended  for 
the  purpose  of  exploring  the  country,  and  deci- 
ding on  the  best  route,  and  afterwards  in  thepvr- 
chase  of  the  soil  through  which  the  canals  were 
to  pass,  and  in  partial  openings  of  them  to  s  cos- 
siderable  extent ;  at)d  toe  most  sanguine  expee- 
tations  wer^.  entertained  that  the  works  woold 
proceed  rapidly  to  their  completion. 

Encountered,  however,  with  difficulties  whicb 
had  not  been  anticipated  (many  of  them  arisisg. 
doubtless,  from  the  noveitv  of  such  an  undertt- 
kin^  in  this  country,  and  the  want  of  ezperience 
in  the  mode  of  accomplishing  it.)  the  affairs  ot 
the  companies  became  embarra^ed.  Uoforta- 
nately,  too,  the  allurements  of  external  commeree, 
promising  enormous  advantagee,  (which  hiTe 
since,  however,  provedso  precarious  aad  delusire) 
fascinated  the  public  attention  to  such  a  degree, 
that  the  moderate  and  progressive^  though  cc^ 
tain  and  permanent  advantages  of  in teroal  com- 
merce, were,  for  a  season,  neglected  and  forgotten, 
and  the  canal  companies  were  left  to  laogaish. 
Many  years  Elapsed ;  until,  at  len^h,  the ooirages 
committed  by  loreign  nations  upon  the  property 
of  our  commercial  citizens  taufht  us  theezpetli' 
ency  and  the  necessity  of  iooxing  at  home  for 
those  sources  of  wealth  and  national  greatoess 
which  we  had  persuaded  ourselves  weretoiie 
found  exclusively  in  foreign  commerce. 

Your  memorialists  regard  with  inexpressible 
satisfaction  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  of  the  2d  of  March,  1807,  which 
required  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report 
on  public  roads  and  canals.  The  discussions  on 
that  occasion,  and  the  publication  of  the  report 
of  the  Secretary,  iiave  recalled  the  public  atten- 
tion to  the  all-important  interests  of  internal  com- 
merce ',  and  your  memorialists  are  impressed  with 
a  firm  conviction  that  if  the  countenance  and  aid 
of  the  Government  are,  in  a  due  degree^ extended 
to  those  who  have  engaged,  or  are  wilhng  to  en- 
gage, in  the  execution  of  canals,  the  United  States 
will,  ere  long,  rival  the  nations  of  Europe  in 
works  of  this  description. 
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Your  memorialists  farther  represent  that  the 
[jegislatore  of  PeDns|^l7aoia,  actuated  bf  the  same 
Mitriotie  motives  which  hare  prodaced  the  meas- 
ires  taken  by  the  Federal  Qorernment,  and  re- 
rarding  those  measures  as  a  pledge  that  its  aid 
iroald  not  be  withheld,  by  ah  act  of  the  2d  of 
!^pril}ast,  united  the  two  canal  t:ompanies  before 
nentioned,  and  incorporated  your  meraorialists, 
iDd  the  other  stockholders  therein,  under  their 
)reseDt  title  of  *'The  Union  Canal  Company  of, 
?ennsyl?attia,'*Viih  increased  powers  and  prir- 
leges ;  and,  to  enable  them  to  embrace  the  object . 
>f  the  Federal  Government  in  its  full  eitent,  the 
jfgislature  have  expressly  authorized  this  com- 
MDy  to  extend  the  route  of  their  canal  so  as  to 
;ommaDicate  with  Lake  Erie,  or  other  waters  of 
toy  neighboring  State^ 
Since  the  incorporation  of  the  tJnion  Canal 
!)ompaDy  your  memorialists  have  engaged  tbem- 
elyes  in  extricating  the  affairs  of  the  former  com- 
ttDiesJn  organizing  the  new  one,  and  in  forming 
Qch  plans  as,  uniting  'prudence  with  a  dujq  por- 
ioD  of  enterprise,  willbe  best  calculated  to  insure 
ihimate  success.  Jt  is  their  xietermination  to 
vail  themselves  of  the  assistance  of  practical  and 
eientific  engineers  ;  and,  having  no  personal  in- 
erests  to  consult  in  the  choice  of  the  route,  they 
rill  have  a  single  eye  to  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
ic, which  must  be  the  interests  of  the  company. 
Tour  memorialists  have  sbme  ground  for  be- 
ieviog  that  the  desired  communication  between 
belakesand  the  Attantic^an  be  effected  inPenn> 
flvania  with  less  delay  than  by  any  other  route, 
od  at  less  expense.  They  feel.  J^owever,  no 
ealoasy  of  canals  projected  by  l6eir  neighbors, 
at,  OQ  the  contrary,  ar^  desirous  of  co-operating 
a  the  promotion  of  them,  bein^  convinced  that, 
Y  two  or  more  such  communtcations,  the  pub- 
ic interests  will  be  better  subserved,  and  no  in- 
nry  or  diminution  of  profit  suffered  by.  the.  indi- 
idiials  or  companies  who  may  undertake  them. 
Your  memoralists  will  not  misuse  the  time  and 
ttention  of  your  honorable  bodies  by  addnoing 
lets,  or  entering  into  arguments  to  show. the, 
owerful  tendency  which  an  .easv  communica- 
ioD,  and  frequent  intercourse  with  our  Western 
reihren,  would  have  *'  to  increase  union/'  insure 
omestic  tranquillity,"  and  ^promote  the  general 
welfare  of  the  people  of  the  United  States;''  but, 
estiog  the  truth  of  these  positions  on  the.  broad 
asis  of  universal  opinion,  strengthened  by  what 
l^ey  are  persuaded  is  the  sentiment  of  the  en- 
ghtened  Representatives  of  the  nation,  they  will 
ontent  themselves' by  praying  that  your  honora^ 
le  bodies  will  give  such  aid  to  the  Union  Canal 
'Ompany  of  Pennsylvania  as  ia  your  wisdom 
ball  seem  proportioned  to  the  usefulness  and 
reatness  of  their  undertaking,  and  the  extensive 
leans  and  munificence. of  this  great  and  growing 
tepublic. 
And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

CHAS.  G.  PALESKE,  Pre^wfent, 
JAS.  MILNOR,  Vice  Prendent. 
O.  SIMPSON,  Treasurer. 
WM.  MEREDITH,  Counsellor, 
JOSEPH  WATSON,  Auditor. 


COMPLAINT  AGAINST  JUDGE  TO tTJ.MIN, 

[Commuiiicated  to  the  House,  December  16,  1811.] 

WABBiiiGTOti,  M.  T.  Not.  20, 1811. 

StB :  By  a  reaolutioo  of  the  House  of  Repreaen- 
(atives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  I  ^ave  the 
honoY  to  forward  to  you  a  copy  of  a  presentment 
of  the  ffrand  jury  for  the  county  of  Baldwin, 
against  Harry  Toulmin,  Esq.,  Judge  of  the  Su- 
perior Coart  for  the  district  of  Waraington'.  The 
House  over  which  I  have  the  honor  to  preside, 
deeming  the  charges  therein  contained  Worthy  of 
further, investigation,  hA's  requirefl  me  to  trans- 
mit another  copy  to  the  Delegate  of  this  TerHtoqr, 
to  be  laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  aeeom* 
panied  with  a  transcript  of  the  resdation  .which  . 
gives  me  the  honor  of  this,  com nninicatioD. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect,  I  am,  dbc. 

COWLES  MEAD, 
Speaker  of  the  ^ouse  of  RepresmtoHves. 

To  the  Hon.  th^  Spbaker,  > 

Of  the  Houu  of  Heps,  United  States. 


,7b  the  Honorable  Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
Mepresentatwes  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  in  Genr 
eral  Assemhly  convened,  the  presentment  of  the 
€irand  Jury  of  Mississippi^  Territory  for  BMwifi 
county  to  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  : 

We,  the  griind  Jury  in  and  for  the  county  itfore- 
said,  do  represent  unto  your  honorable  body,  that 
we  hold  the  pure  and  impartial  administration  of 
justice  the  firmest  bond  to  secure  the  cheerfql 
9uhmi$sion  of  a  free  people  to  their  Gk)vernment ; 
and  whenever  an  individual,  who  has  been  clothed 
with  the  office  of  a  judge  to  effect  this  obiect  has 
betrayed  the  trust  confided  to  him  by  the  Uov- 
ernment,  and  oppretted  the  people,  it  becomes 
the  absolute  duty  of  the  unfortunate  citizens,  over 
whose  lives,  liberty,  and  property,  he  may  ulti- 
mately decide,  to  represent  hifl' nefarious  conduct 
to  that  body  who  can,  with  the  whole  voice  of 
the  Territory,  call  on  that  tribunal  who  has  the 
power,  constitutionally  placed  in  them,  to  exam- 
rae  the  conduct  of  such  officer^  and  to  deprive  him 
of  that  office  if  found  guilty.  As  such,  we,  as  the 
grand  jur^  of  our  country,  the  guardians  of  our 
feilowrcitizens'  lives,  liberty,  property,  and  rep- 
utation, do  most  solemnly  call  the  attention  of 
your  honorable  body  to  the  conduct  of  H.  Toul* 
mi n,' Esq.,  who  ha«  presided  erer  since  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  five,  as  judge  of  the  Sdpe- , 
rior  Court  for  Washington  aistrict.  Although 
he  has  not  scrupled  to  J)rostitute  his  dignity,  and 
betray  the  sanctity  of  his  office,  decency  ana  truth 
shall  guide  the  way  in  our  presentment 

We  present  the  following  acts  of  his  mal-ad- 
ministration : 

'  1st.  Making  decisions  In  vacation,  and  at  the 
next  term  having  them  made  a  matter  of  record. 

2d.  Uniting  in  himself  the  character  of  judge 
and  party,  in  maltioff  a  challenge  of  a  juror. 

3d.  Acting  partially  in  his  office  as  judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  Washington  district. 

4th.  For  having  refused  aa  unfortunate  pris- 
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oner,  vtrhen  on  his  trial,  to  eonsolt  with  bi»eoao- 
set,  or  his  counsel  with  him,  io  private ;  declaring 
that  there  should  be  no  secrets,  bat  what  advice 
was  to  be  given  should  be  given  in  open  .court  - 

5th-  For  having  ordered  the  Attorney  General 

fbr  Washington  district  to  file  an  ex  officio  in- 

'formfltton  against  a  crtizen  of  this  country  for  a 

'capital  offence,  in  violation  of  the  Constitutton 

of  the  United  StfrCes.    . 

6tb.  For  having  ordered  n  jury  to  find  a  citi- 
zen of  this  country  guiliy,  after  they  had  return- 
ed their  verdict  of  not  guilty  to  (he  court. 

7th.  For  having  established  $.  rule  of  court  for 
the  district  of  Washington,  that  no  person  shall 
dismiss  a  suit,  except  in  open  court,  and  that 
with  leave  of  the  same. 

8th.  For  having  holden  a  court  of  examination 
ifl  the  garrison  of  Fort  Stoddart,  and  examined 
witnesses-at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

'^(h.  For  having  carried  on  a  verbal  as  we)l  as 
'  a  written  corre^ondence  and  intercourse  with 
the  Gk)vernment  of  Spain,  heretofore  exercised 
in  West  Florida,  with  latent  to  influence  the  con- 
duct of  the  said  Government  in  relation  to  the 
dispute  with  the  United  States,  as  to  the  sov^r- 
eijgnty  of  West  Florida,  and  to  defeat  the  measures 
01  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

WILLIAM  BUFO^D,  Foreman. 

REPAEaENTAtivEe^  Chambeb, 

A^.  17, 1811. 
Resolved  by  the  Hauae  of  Representatives  of 
Mississippi  'Territory  in,  General  AssemJ^  con- 
veneti^  Tiiat  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  request- 
ed, without  delay,  to  forward  three  copies  of  the 
presentment  ofibe  grand  Jury  of  Baldwin  county, 
made  to  this  House  against  Harry  Toulmin,  Esc)., 
Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  for  Washington  dis- 
trict, one  copy  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  one.copy 
.  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  one 
-copy  to  the  honorable  George  Poiodexter)  our 
delegate  in  Congress,  together  with  a  transcript 
of  this  resolve,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  for  their  consideration. 

CpWLESMEAD, 
SpeaJcer  of  the  House  of  Representatives* 
Attest:  THOS.  B.  RBED,  O^rit. 


EXTENSION  or  PATENT  RIGHTS. 

[GomDattnicated  to  the  Senate,  December  23,  181  I.J 
7\>  the  honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled,  the  memorial  of 
Ajoren  Ogden,  of  ERxabethioum^  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey^  most  respectfully  showeth : 

That  your  memorialist,  having  full  confidence 
in  certain  improvements  on  Boulton  and  Watt's 
steam  engine,  now  patented  to  Mr.  Daniel  Dod, 
of  Windham,  in  New  Jersey,  did.  many  months 
since,  make  with  him  a  contract  for  a  steam  en- 
gioe  upon  his  improved  plan. 

That  your  itkemorialist  did  also,  about  the  same 


time,  make  another  xsoattact  fur  building  a  sait- 
able  boat,  to  be  propelled  by  the  said  engine^  for 
I  be  better  accommodation  of  passengers  betweea 
New  Jersey  and  New  York. 

That  the  said  machinery  and  boat  are  now  oeirlf 
completed,  at  a  very  great  expense,  already  iDcar- 
red  ajnd  to  be  incurred,  in  fulfilling  the  said  con- 
tracts,all  which  will  bechiefly  lost  and  sacrificei, 
and  a  very  great  public  aocommodaiion  prevfoted, 
if  your  memorialist  shall  be  precluded  from  ine 
free  use  of  his  boat  by  any  kw  of  the  Uaitcd 
Slates  hereafter  to  be  passed. 

That  your  memorialist  has  been  informed,  bf 
persons  skilled  in  this  kind,  of  machinery,  aad 
himself  verily  believes,  after  full  examioatioii, 
that  the  plan  he  |ias  adopted  will  not  ioierfere 
with  any  how  secured  to  Mr.  Fulton  by  aoy  ^v 
entor  patents  which  he  has  obtained  under  iIk 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  that  if 
the  above  patentee  should  bring  suit,  under  pres- 
ent exi&tiog  laws,  for  an  interference  wiih  aor 
of  his  Said  supposed  right  against  your  memo 
rialist,  fhat  your  memorialist  believes  that  ti 
will  be  able  to  prove  fully  at  the  trial  that  the 
t)]iog  which  may  be  alleged  to  be  so  secured  bf 
the  patent,  and  so  interfered  with,  ^  was  ooton* 
ginaliy  discovered  by  the  said  patentee,  bat  iltat 
the  same  had  been  in  Use,  or  had  been  describe 
in  some  public  work  anterior  to  the  said  sopposei 
discovery;"  under  which  testimony,  agreeably  u 
the  express  provisions  of  the  law  of  the  Uaiied 
States,  on  the  2ist  February,  1793,  judgmeat 
must  be  rendered  /or  the  defendant. 

That,  if  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  should 
pass  into  a  law,  it  will  become  necessary,  ucder 
the  third  section  thereof,  for  a  defendant  furikr 
to  prove  that  such  thing  had  been  in  effectual  ose 
or  operation  within  three  years  next  before  ibe 
time  when  a  steamboat  was  first  brought  into 
public  use  by  Mr.  Fulton;  whereby  steam boais 
lawfully  built,  and  constructed  at  very  great  ex- 
pense, and  for  public  benefit,  may  i>e  totally  ose* 
less,  and  lost  (kith  to  the  public  and  the  owners. 

Your  memorialist  will  not  further  transgress, 
by  urging  considerations  arising  from  the  terms 
of  the  Canstitutioj),  which,  in  article  1,  secliooS, 
makes  provision  for  the  exclusive  rights  of  dis- 
coveries for  the  benefit  of  inventors  only ;  (torn 
the  inferences,  in  respect  to  the  existing  rights  of 
Mr.  Fulton,  to  be  drawn  from,  his  applicatioa  for 
a  special  law  in  his  favor;  from  the  general  naiare 
of  retrospective  legal  provisions;  from  thepoUic 
inconvenience  in  the  extension  of  monopolies; 
finally,  from  the  prescribing  a  particular  mode  of 
trial  aad  proof  in  favor  of  particular  persons,  dif- 
fering from  the  mode  prescribed  in  similar  cases 
by  the  geperal  law. of  the  land. 

Your  memorialist^  entirelv  confiding  that  the 
rights  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
will  be  duly  considered  in  regard  to  the  premises, 
most  humbly  prays  that  the  bill  now  before  tbe 
Senate,  and  above  referred  to,  may  net  pass  into 
a  law. 

:  And  your  memorialisl^  aa  in  duty  bound,  sbtil 
ever  prfty,  dtc. 

AARON  OODEN. 
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Persooally  appeared  before  me,  Caleb  Halsted, 
uDior,  Mayor  of  the  borough  of  Elizabeth  town, 
Laroo  Ogdeo,  wUbia  oan^ed,  who,  bar ing*^^ been 
aiy  swotD,  deposes  and  says,  that  the  matters 
erein  set  forth  as  bis  own  acts  and  deeds;,  are 
rae,  and,  as  far  as  re&ards  th^  acts  and  deeds  of 
tbers,  he  belieres  to  be  true. 

AARON  OGDEN. 

Sworn  before  me  at  filteabethtown,  New  Jer- 
sy,  this  18ih  day  of  December.  1811. 

CALEB  HALSTED,  Jr.,  Mayor. 


0  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Jiouae  of  Itepreaenia-^ 
iifXM  of  the  United  8tate»  of  America  in  Congreid 
wutmbled^  the  memorial  of  haiah  DnvnsGid,  m  be" 
half  of  Mmeelf  and  othere  of  the  city  of  Albany, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,,proprietor§  of  ikeeieam" 
boats  Hope  emd  Perseoerancef  of  said  dty,  rtspeet* 
fuUyehoweihr 

That  your  memorialists,  in  the  year  1811,buiU 
iro  boats  at  an  expense  of  upwards'of  fifty  thou- 
lod  dollars,  under  ia  conviction  that  th^y  had.a 
ight  to  navisrate  the  same  under  the  existing 
iws  of  the  United  States;  that  the  said  boats 
tre  successfully  plfed  between  the  cities  of  New 
fork  and  Albany,  on  the  Hudson  rirer,  for  the 
reater  part  of  the  last  season,  for  the  accommo^ 
aiion  of  passengers. 

That  a  suit  has  been  commeneed  in  thecirenrt 
oort  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  New 
'^ork,  against  your  memorialists,  by  Robert  Ful- 
)n,  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  under  a  preien<^e 
lat  your  memorialists  have  inraded  certain  pat-' 
Bts  granted  to  him  from  the  Department  of  State. 
> recover  from  your  memorialists Ired^e  damages, 
Oder  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
Bs&ed  the  17ih  day  of  April,  1800;  i^hich  suit 
(DOW  depending  and  undetermined. 

That  your  memorialists,  utfder  the. fall  coBvio- 
ioB  that  the  sai<t  Robeh  Fulton  is  not,  in  fact, 
tie  inventor  or  discoverer  of  ihe  mode  of  pro- 
elliog  boats  by  steam,  have  instituted  proceed- 
9gs  io  the  district  court  of  the  United  Slates  for 
be  district  of  New  York,  pi^rsuaat  to  the  tenth 
Ktion  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  ihe  25ih 
ay  of  February,  1793,  to  effect  a  repeal  of  the 
ateocs  granted  to  the  said  Robert  Fulton ;  which 
roceedings  are  also  pending  and  undetermined; 
od  your  memorialists  are  confident  that,  upon 
lie  trial,  they  will  be  able  satisfactorily  to  prove 
bt  the  said  Robert  Fulton  is  not  the. discoverer 
r  inventor  of  the  mojde  of  propelling  boats  by 
team. 

Your  memorialists  wouFd,  therefore,  most  re- 
pectfully  submit  to  your  honorable  bodies  the 
roprieiy  of  any  ie^isla^ve  interfereace.  while 
be  rigiits  of  the  said  Robert  Fultoa  and  your- 
Qemorialists  are  thus  pending  in  the  conbpetent 
adicial  tribunals  of  the  country,  where  a  fair, 
lUl,  aod  impartial  investigation  can  be  had,  un- 
l^r  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States,  un- 
l^r  which  the  said  pi^tents  have  been  granted, 
^oar  memorialists  view  the  applic5ation  made  to. 
our  hono  rable  bodies,  by  Mr.  Fulton  for  relief. 


(if  granted  to  him,)  as  don t ravening  that  sound 
policy   which   forbids    legislation  in   particular 
cases  falling  within  the  scope  of  general  laws,  a?  ' 
it  is  introdttctive  of  an  odious  ana  oppressive  fa- 
voritism, in  subversion  of  justice  and  of  right.  - 

Yonr  memorialists  will  conclude,  by  submitting 
ot»e  other  consideration  in  relation  to  the  bill  tkoyt  . 
pendting  before  the  honorable  the  Senate,vfor  '^ex- 
tending the  time  of  certain  patents  granted  to 
Robert  Fulton,''  and  which  to  them  appears  of 
itself  to  be  a  sufficient  objection  to  passiBg.  the 
same  into  a  law.  The  patents  to  .Mr.  Fulton  are 
of  recent  date,  and  it  is  yet  to  be  asceriaiped  (if 
it  is  decided  that  Mr»  Fulton's  patents  are  valid) 
whether  he  will  not  be  fully  and  amply  remuuec- 
ated  at  the  period  of  their  expiration.  And  if,  at. 
that  tinte,  it  shall  appear  that  his  merit  has  not 
been  sufficiently  rewarded,  your  memorialistt 
confidently  believe  that  he  may  then,  with  a  cer- 
tainty of  success,  apply  to  an  American  Congress, 
who  will  ever  yield  to  genius  its  due,  and  to  raeri( 
its  reward. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  .di|ty  bound,  will 
ever  pray.  ^  , 

V  ISAIAIi  TOWNSEND. 


NEW  YORK  CANALS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Pecember  23, 1811 J 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Represent 
^'tativee  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
*    the  tmdtrsignedj  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  New 
.    York,  respectfully  represent  .•  • 

That,  by  a  law  of  which  they  fafl^ve  taken  the 
liberty  to  transmit  an  exemplified  copy  to  the 
President,  they  are,  among  other  things,  directed 
to  make  application  to  the  Con|:ress  of  tire  Uni- 
ted States  for  their  co  operHtion  and  aid  in  making 
a  eanarnavigation-between  the  Grea)  Lakes  and 
Hudson  river^  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  New  York,  will  encourage  agricul- 
ture,^ promote  commerce  and  manufactures,  fa- 
cilitate a  free  and  geneial  intei^ourse  between 
difiereni  parts^of  the  United  Slates,  tend  to  the 
aggrandizement  and  prosperity  of  the  country, 
and  consolidate  aod  strengthen  the  Union.   . 

To  these  powerful  incentives  we  feel  it  a  duty 
to  add  our  conviction  that,  in  a  fiscal  point  of 
view,  this  object  is  not  unworthy  of  public  re- 
gard^ seeing  |hat,  by  a  good  navigation  from  the 
lak^s  to  the  ocean,  aod  by,  that  alooej  the  speedy 
sale  of.  and  payment  for,  many  million  acres  of 
the  public  lands  can  be  efiTected. 

we  might  add  other  considerations,  but,  as 
doubts  may,  in  course  of  the  business  arise,  and 
explanation^  be  required*  we  have  deemed  it  ad^* 
visable  to  depute  tiyo  of  our  members,  De  Witt 
Clinton  and  Gouverneur  Morris  *  *  * 
to  be  the  bearers  of  this  application  to  the  seat  of 
Government,  with  instructions  to  enter,  from  time 
to  time,  into  all  needful  expositions. 

We  crave,  oii  the  part  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  the  credence  And  favorable  notice  of  their 
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represeotaiioM.     And,  as  in  daty  bound)  shall 
ever  pray, 

GOUVER'NEUR  MORRIS, 
,     DE  WITT  CLINTON, 
SIMEON  DE  WITT, 
'  W.  NORTH, 

THOMAS  EDDY. 
ROBERT  R.  UVINGSTON, 
ROBERT  FULTON, 
/PETER  B.  PORTER. 

^         Commiiiiomrs. 


[Communicated  to  Congrem,  Beeember  24, 1811.] 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

R^esentaiives  of  the  United  States : 

1  communicate  to  Cone ress  copies  of  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  New  York,  relating  to  a  caaal 
from  the  Great  Lakes  tp  Hudson  river.  In  making 
the  commuaieation  I  consult  the  respect  due  to' 
that  fittate  in  whose  behalf  thex^ommissipners  ap- 
pointed by  the  act  have  placed  it  in  my  hand^for 
the  Durpose. 

Tfie  utility  of  eahai  navigatioa  is  universally, 
admitted.  It  is  not  less  certain  that  scarcely  any 
country  offeVs  more  extensive  opportunities  for 
that  branch  of  improvements  than  ^e  United 
States  $  and  none,  perhaps,  inducements  equally 
persuasive,  to  make  the  most  of  them.  The  par^ 
ticular  undertaking  contemplated  by  the. State  of 
New  York,  which  marks  an  honorable  spirit  of 
enterprise,  and  comprises  objects  of  national,  as 
well  as  more  limited  importahce,  will  recall  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  the  signal  advantages  to 
be  derived  to  the  United  States  from  a  general 
system  of  internal  communication  and  convey- 
ance, and  surest  to  their  consideration  whatever 
steps  may' be  proper,  on  their  part,  towards  its  in- 
troduction and  accomplishment.  As  some  of 
those  advantages' have  an  intimate -conneiion 
with  arrangements  and  exertions  for  the  general 
security,  it  is  at  a  period  calling  for  these,  that 
the  merits  of  such  a  system  Will  be  seen  in  the 
strongest  lights.      , 

JAMES  MADISON. 
December  23, 1811. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  &e  improvement  of  the  intemel 
navigation  of  the  Stats,  passed  April  8,  1811. 

Whereas  a -communication,  by  means  of  a  ca- 
nal navigation,  between  the  Great  Lakes  and 
Hudson  river  will  encourage  agriculture,  promote 
commerce  and  manufactures,  facilitate  a  free  and 
general  intercourse  between  different  parts  of  the 
Uoited  States,  aod  tend  to  the  aggrandisement 
and  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  consolidate 
and  strengthen' the  Union :  Therefore, 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of. 
New  .York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Aeaembly, 
That  Gouverneur  Morris,  Stephen  Van  'Rensse- 
4aer,  De  Wilt.Clinloo,  Simeon  De  Wilt,  William 
Worth,  Thomas  Eddy,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Robert 
R.  Livingston,  and  Robert  Fulton,  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are,  appointed  ooi^missioners  for  the  con- 


sideration of  all  matters  relating  to  the  said  ^ 
land  navigation  ;  and  iu  case  of  the  resigoati 
or  death  bf  any  of  the  said  eommissiooers,  tl 
vacancy  shall  he  supplied  by  the  person  admia 
tering  the  Government  of  this  Suite. 

II.  And  'he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  d 
commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  i 
and  hereby  are,  empowered  to  make  applicatitf 
in  b?half  of  thia  State  to  the  Congress  of  i| 
United  States,  Or  to  the  Legislature  of  any  Stt 
or  Territory,  to  co-operate  and  aid  io  this  d 
dertaking,  and  also  the  proprietors  of  the  Ui 
through  which  such  navigation  may  be  came 
for  cessions  or  grants  to  the  people  of  this  Stil 
to  be  received  by'the  said  commissioners  ia  m 
discretion ;  and  also  to  ascertain  whether  1 
cap  be  procured  on  advantageous  terms,  oo 
credit  of  this  State,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
the  terms  on  which  the  Western  Inlaod  ' 
navigation  Company  would  surrender  their 
and  jtiterests  to  the  people  of  this  State. 

III.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
commissioners  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  em 
ei^  tp  employ  engineers,  surveyors,  and 
other  persons  as,  in  their  optoion.  may  be 
sary  in  order  to  enable  them  to  fulfill  the  k 
imposed  on  them  by  this  act^  and  to  pay  ibeoi 
their  respective  services,  such  aums  as  mif 
reasonable. 

IV.  And  be  it  Jwrihtr  enacted,  That  the 
commissioners  $hail, and  they  are  hereby  req 
to  report  ta  the  Legislature,. at  their  next  se 
an  account  of  the^whole  of  tfaeurprocediDgN 

V.  And  be  it  fisher  enacted,  That  the  Tn 
urer  shall. pay  to  the  order  of  a  majority  of  tbea 
comniissionerfy  out  o[  any  moneys  in  the  Trd 
ury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  any  sum  on 
not  exceeding  ^15,000,  and  for  which  the 
commissioners  shall  account  to  the  Comp 
of  this  State. 


CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

[CommiMiicated  to  Congress,  February  3,  l^^^J 

To  the  Senate' and  House  of 

Rtpresentutives  of  the  United  Stata: 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  report  of  the  Seereai 
of  the  Treasury,  containing  a  statemest<i^P^< 
ceediftffs  under  the  ^'act  to  regulate  thelap^ 
out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberi8&ii& 
State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio." 

JAMES  MADISON 

February  1, 1812. 


TrEASURT  t>BPARTS!Bl«T, 

Jbntiory  25,  ISii 

.  Sir:  In  coAformity  with  the  provisions  of  ^ 
act  "to  regulate  the  laying  out  aod  niaki::| 
road  ft'om  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Oln^ 
several  proposals  were  received,  and  cosM 
entered  into  for  making  the  first  ten  miles  oi  M 
road  with  the  following  persons,  viz : 
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Kinley,  2  miles  and  246  peTcfaea,  at 

(21  50  per  perch,     -        -        ...  $lBfiV7  26 

Q()l«,  2  miles  and  i  perches,  at -914  50 

ler  perch   -        -  •      .        -        • 

ehnn,  2  milte  mad  181   perdies,  at 

^  50  per  perch        -  .     -        -     -  - 

chna,  2  milei  and  255  perehes,  at 

^16  50  per  perch        .        •        1        « 


9,896  00 
n,347  60 


Total,  10  mile*    • 


14,767  60 
.  $60^338  25 


Articles  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  on  tha 
eighUi  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ene  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eleven,  between  Henry  Mc^ 
Kinley,  of  Maryland,  of  the  one  part,  and  Albert 
Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  other  part 
Whereas,  the  said  Henry  McEioIey  has  agreed 
for.  and  ii^  consideration  of,  the  payments  herein- 
after memioned,  tt^make  and  complete  in  a  work- 
manlike manner  a  certain  part  of  the  road  leading 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to 
Brownsville,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  the 
same  baa  been  laid  nut  and  confirmed,  in  pursu- 
ance  of  the  act  entitled  "'  An  act  to  regulate  the 
laying  out,  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland., 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,'' . 
and  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the., 
act,  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to. 
the  State  of  Ohio,"  which  part  of  the  road  tbus 
contracted  for  by  the  said  Henry  McKinlt y,  and  . 
hereinafter  described,  is  to  be  made  and  completed 
by  the  said  Henry  McKinley,  in  the  following 
manner,  and  on  the  following  conditions,  that  is 
to  say :  The  trees  to  be  cut  down  and  cleared  the 
whole  width  of  sixty-six  feet,  according  to  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act  abovementioned;  the  . 
stumps  to  be  grubbed,  and  the  bed  of  the  road  to^ 
be  leTcIled  thirty  feet  in  width ;  the  hills  to  be 
cut  down,. the  earth,  rocks,  and  stones,  to  be  re- 
moved, the  hollows  and  valleys,  and  the  abutments  . 
of  all  the  bridges  and  culverts,  to  be  filled,  so  that 
the  whoU  of  the  toad.oa  the  aforesaid  width  of 
thirty  feet,  to  be  reduced  in  such  manner,  that 
there  shall  not  in  any  instance  b^  an  elevation  in. 
said  road  when  finished,  greater  than  an  angle  of 
five  degrees  with  the  horizon,  nor  greater  than 
the  gradation  fixed  by  the  commissioners  who 
laid  out  the  road,  and  ^o  that  the  surface  of  the 
said  road  shall  be  exactly  adapted  to  the  marks. 
at  contracts  mrght  be  made,  and  the  road  be  1  or  stakes,  made  or  to  be  made,  by  the  person  ap- 
mpletedfor  eleven  miles  instead  of  seren.  This    pointed  superintendent  for  the  said  road  by  the 
puld  reach  as  fat  as  Tomlinsoa^s,  twenty-one    President  of  the  United  Stateau    Where  the  earth 
lies  from  Cumberland,  where  the  old  and  new.  is  to  be.  raised,  the  sides  are  to  slope  at  an  angle 
ids  meet,  and  rendet  the  whole  work  done  use-  (  not  exceeding  thirty  degrees,  the  base  or  hot* 

tom  part  thereof  to  be  of  such  width  as  to  secure 
to  the  road  a  complete  surface  of  thirtv  feet 
in  width;  a  proper  allowance  to  be  made  for 
the  settling  of  the  made  eartb,  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  superintendent;  and  no  stumps, 


\  copy  of  one  of  the  contracts  (A)  is  herewith 
slosed  which  will  show,  in  detail,  the  terms, 
'obligations  entered  into  by  the  contractors, 
i  the  manner  in  which  tbe  road  is  to  be  made. 
[q  those  contracts  the  bridges  are  not  included, 
d  all  the  smaller  ones  have  been  contracted 
'  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  to  two 
liars  per  perch  of  mason's  work.  This,  to^eth- 
with  contingent  allowances,  some  additional 
nk  which  could  not  be  embraced  in  the  con- 
(Cts,  and  the  annual  .salary  of  $1,800  allowed 
Mr.  David  Shtiver,  junior,  who  superintends 
(whole,  will,  it  is  beileVed,  make  the  entire 
St  of  those  ten  miles  aeventy-five  to  eighty 
ODsand  dollars. 

It  appears,  by  Mr.  Shriver's  report,  which,  to- 
tber  with  an  extract  of  his  letter  of  the  same 
le,  is  herewith  enclosed,  (B,)  that  it  is  prob- 
le  that  thei^e  ten  miles  will  be  completed  by  the 
(t  day  of  August  next,  aecording  tq  contract. 
The  sum  appropriated  for  making  the  road 
lounts,  after  defraying  the  expenses  of  survey- 
l  and  laying  out  the  jsame,  to  $125,477  51 ;  aqd* 
ere  will,  therefore,  remain,  after  paying  the 
^e  expense  of  finishing  the  first  ten  miles,  an 
lexpended  balance  of  about  $5Q.000  applicable 
the  prosecution  of  the  work.    This,  supposin^^ 
e  expense  to  be  at  the  same  rate,  would  oe  sum- 
nt  (0  complete  nearly  seven  miles  more. 
Mr.  Shriver  suggests  that  it  would  be  desirable 


i,  even  if  it  proceeded  no  further.  For  effecting 
at  object  a  further  appropriation  of  about  $30,000 
oold  be  necessary. 

Another  observation  of  the  Superintendent, 
hich  deserves  particular  attention,  relates  to  the 
Kessity  of  levying  tolls  sufficient  to  keep  the 
ad  in  repair ;  but  this  can  be  done  only  under 
le  authority  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 
From  the  nature  of  the  contracts,  and  from  the. 

anner  in  which  the  work  has  been  executed,  it    tendent'sopinion.lidmit  filling  with  such  alope  as 

the    above  men^onea,  and  where  side  walls  will  be 


logs,  or  wopd.  of  any  kind,  to  be  permitted  in  the 
filling.   In  all  situaiiotis  6n  sides  of  hills,  or  other- 
wise, where  it  may  be  necessary  to  fill,  but  where  , 
the  nature  bf  the  ground  will  not,  in  the  superin- 


ill,  it  is  believed,  satisfactorily  appear  that  the 
^in  of  mountains/  which  divides  the  Atlantic 
om  the  Western  States,  offers  no  real  imped- 
lent  to  an  easy  communication,  and  that  roads 
av  generally  be  made  as  perfect,  as  convenient, 
id  on  the  same  terms,  across  those  mountains, 
I  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union. 
I  bare  the  honor  to  be.  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
To  the  Pbgbidbnt  of  thb  United  States. 


built  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  the  con- 
tractor is  to  fill  four  additional  feet  in  breadth,  so 
as  to  -give  thirty-four  feet  surface  to  the  road. 
Where  the  hills  are  cut  through,  or  the  road  dug 
along  the  side  of  a  hill,  the  bank  or  banks  to  be 
cut  of  such  slope  as  will  be  necessary  to  prevent 
the  earth  from  falling  or  slipping  io  upon  the  said 
surface  of  thirty  feet.  But  in  those  places  where^ 
from  the  steep  ascent  of  the  side  of  the  hill,  to  cui 


2i71 


APPENDIX. 


2172 


Cumberland  Road  in  Maryland  and  Ohio, 


with  such'  slope' Woutd  Be  ioapracrioable,  and 
-where  the  superintendeDt  may  cause  side  waits 
to  be  built  to  support  the  bauic  aC  the  expense  of 
the  United  States^  the  banic  may,  with  his  permis- 
•  ffion,  be  cut  perpenrdtcular,  or  with  a  greater  an- 
gle.   The  sufper&uous  earth  to  be  removed  to 
the  next  fiUing/and  there*spread,.^o  as  to  increase 
the'breadth  of  the  road  equally  on  each  side,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  filling  to  the  end  of  it, 
unless  otherwise  permitted,  or  directed,  bjr  the  sii* 
perintendenl.    What  may  be  deficient,  in  order 
to  fill  the  hollows,  to  be  dug  out  of  the  afdrcsaid 
thirty  feet,  or  from  the  banks,  in  sucli  a  way  as  to. 
increase  the  width  of  the  road  equally  thiough 
the  nearest  cutting,  unless  other  wise  permitted  or 
directed  by  the  superintendent.    Nor  in  any  in- 
stance,  the  earth  to  be  dug  without  such  perhiis- 
'  sion  or  directioh',  more  than  one  foot  below  the 
surface  of  the  pavement,  'within  the  aforesaid 
breadth  of  sixty-six  feet.   A  ditch  or  water  course 
to  be.  left  or  made  on.  each  side  of  the  si^id  sur- 
face of  thirty  feet,  an(f  contiguous  thereto;  but 
where  the  road  is  dug  along  the  side  of  a  hill,* 
having  an  ascent-  exceeding  thirty  .degrees,  the 
4itch'aIoilg  the  side  of  the  hill  may  be  dug  witV 
.10  the  width  of  the  thirty  Teet,  so  that  the  smrfaee 
of  the  road,  including  thesaidditch,shali;ihsuch 
cases^  be  only  thirty  feet  in  breadth.    The  ditches 
afe,  ID  ^terf  instance,  to  be  of  such  breadth  and 
depth  as  the  superintendent  shall  direct,  and  val-^ 
leys  or  sewers  above  the  surface  of  the  sround^' 
aeceasary  to  give-^ent  to  the  waters  on  the  side 
.,  of  the  hills,  to  be  made  in  all  parts  where,  and.in 
such  manner,  as  shall  be  designated  hy  the  super-* 
intendent.    The  road  to  be  covered  twenty  feet 
in  width,  with  stone  ei|fhteeD  inches  in  depth  in 
the  middle,  and  diminishing  to  twelve  incnes  at 
the  sides;   the  upper  six  inches  thereof,  to  be 
broken  to  such  a  size  as  that  each  particle  thereof 
will  pass  through  a  ring  of  three  inches  in  diam- 
eter, and  the  remaining  or  lower  stratum  to  be 
broken  so  as  to  pass  through  a  seven  inch  ring. 
No  stones  to  be  used  for  said  pavement  but  such 
as  may  be  approved  of;  provided,  they  are  with- 
in one  mile,  on  an  average,  n>om  thepart  of  the  road ' 
where  they  may  be  Wanting,  and  particular,  pains 
to  be  taken  to  select  the  best  for  the  upper  six 
inches.    In  all  cases,  where  bridges  or  culverts 
are  built,  the  pavement  to  extend  twelve  inches 
deep  from  the  extremity  of  the  aforesaid  breadth 
of  twenty  feet  to  each  side  wall,  the  whole  length 
of  said  walls;  for  which  additional  pavement  the 
contractor  shall,  in  addition  td  the  price  stipu- 
lated in  the  articles  of  agreement^  hereto  annexed, 
receive  an  allowance  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for 
every  fifty  superficial  square  feet  of  such  addi- 
tional pavement.   The  whole  of  the  said  artificial 
stratumof  brcieh  ^tobes  to  be  made  in  a  compact 
manner,  and  to  be  supported  on  each  side  by  good 
and  solid  shoalders,  and  its  surface  to  be  formed 
as  smooth  and  even  as  may  be,  and  of  such  con- 
vexity as  the  sUperiqtendent  may  direct.    Each 
grade  of  the  road  to  be  perfectly  levelled,  brought 
to  the  proper  degree^  and  approved,  before  any 
stones  are  put  on  the  same;  and  the  lower  strat- 
um of  stones  passing  through  a-seren  inch  ring, 


is  then  to  be  put  on,  levelled  and  approved,  before 
the  upper  stratum  of  stones,  passing  throa^bt 
three  inch  ring,  is  put  on.    In  every  insisDce  the 
contractor  to  find,  at  his  own  expense,  the  sioun 
wanted  for  the  pavement,  and  for  his  work  on 
the  road,  bdt  td  be.aIlowed,in  addition  to  the  price 
stipiriajted  as  hereinafier  stated  in  the  articles  of 
agreement,  at  the  rate  Of  half  a  dollar  for  eaek 
perch  in  length  of  the  road,  where  he  shall  be 
obliged  to  pay  the  owners  of  the  atyacent  farms 
for  such  stones^    The  side  rbads,  on  each  side 
of  the  pavement,  to  be  dug  as  low  and  deep 
in  the  cut  parts  of  the  road,  and,  particoltrlf 
through  the  rock,  as  the  superintendent  ma]r  dh 
rect ;  and  the  filling  of  such  side  road?,  wheie 
the  same  is  necessary,  to  be  raised  as  high  » 
Uiay  ba> directed  by  the  superintendent.    No  coa- 
tractor  is  to  interfere  with  the  stones  of  the  contra^ 
tors  for  adjacent  sections  of  the  road;  for  wbick 
purpose  a  line,  at  ri^t  angles  with  the  road,  ac 
the  end  of  each  section,  will  be  considered  as  dt* 
viding  the  right  to  stones  by  each  contractor,  ui* 
less  otherwise  directed  by  the  soperintendeot  oa 
licccount  of  a  want  of  stones  wfibin  the  limits  of 
any  one  section.   .Masons,  or  other  persoos,  who 
may  cehtractwith  the  Uniti^d  States  for  tbebaili- 
ing  of  bridges,  culverts,  walls,  or  any  other  sjft- 
cies  of  mason's  work  on  the  road,  to  be  permitted 
by  the  contractor  to  take  and  select  such  stooet 
within  his  division,  as  such  mason  or  other  per- 
son may  think  proper^  and  to  haul  the  same  alosg 
the  parts  of  the  road  levelled  by  the  cnotracior. 
or  elsewhere,  to  the  place  where  such  stones  oaaf 
be  wanted,  without  any  interruption.    Whereref 
the  road  meets  with)  or  runs  along  the  course  of 
any  other  road  heretofore  used,  a  sufficient  width 
of  road  to  be  kept  open  for  wagons  and  aJl  kiodi 
of  carriages,  to  pass  and  repass  without  delajr  or 
interruption,  whilst  the  new  road  is  making.    The 
contractor  shall  not  in  any  instance  let  or  trans- 
fer bis  contract,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  aoj  other 
persou  without  the  superintendent's  coaseot;  ini 
in  every  instance,  where  such  sub-contract  maj 
be  made,  the  price  per  perch  to  be  allowed  tosoch 
sub- contractor  shall  be  fixed,  with  the  said  saper- 
intendent's  approbation,  and  shall  be  paid  bf  bifs 
to  such  sub-coatractur,  out  of  the  first  mooefs 
which  may  become  due  to  the  principal  eootrac- 
tor,  according  to  the  provisions  for  payment  »up' 
ulated  in  the  articles  of  agreement.    The  con- 
tractor shal)  not  employ  any  workmen  or  labor- 
ers, who  commit  depredations  in  the  neigbbor- 
hood,  or  insult  the  travellers;  and  he  shall,  on 
the  application  of  the  superintendent,  immediaielf 
discharge  any  workman  or  laborer  in  his  emplof- 
The  contractor  shall  commence  working  oo  his 
station  at  the.  end  nearest  to  Cumberland,  ooless 
a  deviation  in  that  respect  be  assented  to  bf  the 
superintendent. 

Now,  this  agreement  made  and  concluded  on 
the  28th  da^  of  May,  1811,  between  the  said 
Henry  McKinley,  of  the  one  part,  and  Albert 
Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  other  part,  witnessetb, 
that  the  said  Henry  McKinley,  for  his  heirs,  ex- 
eotttors,attd  administratoca,  dots  herd^y  coreaafli] 
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promise,  and  agree  with  the  safd  Albert  Gallatio 
IS  aforesaid,  that  be,  the  said  Henry  McKinley, 
ifaall  and  will,  Well  and  faithfully,  and  in  a  work- 
manlike manner,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  An- 
jQst,  1812,  make,  finish,  and  <;onDplefte  in  the  man- 
aer.andon  the  condition!^  hereinbefore  mentioned, 
ill  that  part  of  the  road  abovementioned^  which 
s  designated  by  the  name  of  the  '*  first  section," 
ttginnini^  at  Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  and  end- 
og  at  a  place  on  said  road'  iwc  miles  .and  two 
iODdred  and  forty  six  perches  distant  from  said 
dumber Iffnd.  In  consideration  whereof,  the  said 
Vlbert  Qallatio.  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United 
>tates  as  aforesaid*,  doth  hereby  covenant,  prom- 
$e,  and  and  agree,  to  and  witn  the  s&id  Henry 
fcKinlef ,  his  executors,  and  administrators,  that 
he  said  United  -States  shall  and  will,  fbr  doinar 
Dd  performing  the  work  aforesaid,  well  and  truly 
ay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  the  said  Henry  Mc' 
lioley,  his  executors,  or  administrators,  at  the 
ite  of  twenty-onedollats  and  jiwenty-fir'e  cents 
)r€ach  and  erery  perch  in  length  or  !»aid  road, 
]  thefoUowinij^iDanner,  viz:  when- forty  perches 
1  length  of  said  road  are  finished,  and  approved 
y  the  superintendent,  the  United  States  will  pay 
)  the  said  Henry  McKinley.  for  twenty  perches : 
Dd  after  that^  they  Will  pay  him  on  the  qomple- 
ioD  of  every  twenty  perches*  for  the  said  twenty 
erches;  at  all  time  reserving  the  amount  due 
)r  the  first  twenty  perches,  until  the  whole  of 
le  section  hereby  eoniracteo  Tor^hali  have  been 
nibbed  and  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
iiperintendent,  agreeably  to  contriict,  when  the 
ilance  dU6  shaU  be  paid  to  the  said  Henry  Mc" 
JO  ley.  And  the  Said  Hf  nry  McKibley,  for  him- 
df,  bis  heirs,  execuioirs,  and  administrators,  fur- 
ler  covenant  and  agree  with  the  said  Albert  Qal- 
itio,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  and  in  behalf 
fthe  United  States^ that,  in  case  the  said  Henry 
IcKioley  shall  not  well  and  trulv,  from  time  to 
me,  comply  with  and  perform  all  the  covenants 
nd  conditions  hereinbefore  stated  an4  stipulated 
a  his  part  io  be  done,  performed,  and  complied' 
ith,  in  the  manner  and  fortn,  and  within  the 
me  hereinbefore  mentioned ;  or.  in  case  it  should 
i>pear  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  fur  the 
me  being,  or  to  the  superinteddent  of  the>road 
f  the  United  States,  tbat  the  work  does  not  pro- 
ess,  and  go  on  with  sufficient  speed,  so  as  to  be 
nshed  and  completed'  in  the  time  herein  speei- 
^d,  that  then  the  foregoing  agreements  on  the 
trt  of  the  United  States,  and  every  part  thereof, 
tall  become  null  and  void ;  and  the  United 
lates  shall  be  at  liberty,  and  have  full  right  and 
ithority,  anything  herein  to  the  contrary  not** 
ithstanding,  to  employ  and  set  to  work,  or  to 
^ntraet  with  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever, 
the  place  and  stead  of  the  said  Henry  McEin- 
IT,  and  without  any  interruption- or  interference 
hacsoever  from  him,  the  said  Henry  McKinley, 
s  executors,  or  administrators. 
In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Albert  Galla- 
I,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  behalf  of  the 
Diced  States,  hatb  hereunto  subscribed  bis 
me,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  Treasury; 
d  the  laid' Henry  McKinley  baa  hereunto  act 


his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first '  before' 
mentioned. 

ALBBRT  GALLATIN, 

Sec*ryofth£  Treasutif, 

HENRY  McKlNLEY. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence 
of-^     Gborub  Bruck, 
John  Rivb, 
M.  Wallace. 

Approved :      JAMBS  M ADtSON. 


Extract  ot  a  letter  from  David  Sfariver,  janior»  to  tha 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 

WE8TiCIN8TBR^  Jbfl.  14,  1818. 

I  hope  {he  enclosed  report  will  be  found  such 
as  was  required.  Should  any  part  be  found  im- 
proper^ I  will  thank  you  to  return  it  to  me,  at  this^ 
place,  with  your  remarks  ^or,  should  it  be  thought 
best  that  I  should  again  attend  at  the  city,  you' 
will  please  direct  me;  my  reason  for  pointing 
out  the  probable  cost  of  the  ten  roiles^  is,  that 
Congress  might  know  what  sum  would  complete 
the  road  to  any  particular  point. 

The  small  sum  wanting^  in  addition  to  the 
balance  that  will  remain  unexpended,  to  enable 
them  to  make  the  road  across  Meadow  Mountain 
to  Tomlinson's,  (which  would  be  eleven  miles 
in  addition,!  Congress  ought  to  give.  The  road 
then  woulu  be  very  beneficial  to  the  public; 
whereas,  if  we  stop  at  the  end  of  seventeen  or 
eighteen  miles^  it  will  be  of  little  dr  no  service, 
ending  in  a  wilderness  instead  df.j^.eetttcmeoC,' 
and  in  a  tolerable  level  country^  where  persons 
from  various  tK>rnt6  might  travel  to  it.  This  small 
sum  would  likewise  enable  us  to  keep  the  hands, 
now  po  the  work,  in  employ ;  a  great  nuo^ber  of 
them  have  families,  and  have  moved  on  the  work 
at  considerable  expense,  which  has,  in  a  number 
of  instances,  been  paid  by  the  contractors,  and  the 
poor  people,  yet  indebted,  some  of  them,  consid- 
ecably.  should  they  be  obliged  to  leave  the  wprk, 
it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  difficult  to  gather  them 
again. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  has  parsed  a  law 
to  establish  a  bank  at  Cumberland.  The-  stock 
is^  be  subscribed  on  the  first  of  April  next.  This 
1)ank  will  lemove  one  difficulty,  which  has  al- 
ways been  an  important  one  with  me. 

1  shall  leave  this  place  for  the  road  as  soon  as 
there  is  any  prospect  of  being  able  to  go  on  with 
the  wbrk. 


^m 


January  14,  1812. 

'  Sia :  It  being  required  by  law  that  a  statement 
should  be  submitted  to  Congress  at  each  session, 
I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  give  a  concise 
view  of  the  progress  and  present  state  of  the 
Western  road  under  my  superintendence,  with 
such  additional  observations  as  arose  out  of  the 
subject. 

The  levelling  and  shaping  the  bed  of  the  road 
is  complete,  with  a  few  exceptions,  for  about  five 
milea;  >tbe  atone  for  the  pavement  latUon  a  greater 
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part  thereof,  and  about  four  miles  broken  so  as 
to  be  De§irly  cQmpIete.  Such  beiag  the  present 
state  of  the  work,  the  probfibility  i»,  that  the  ten 
miles  will  be  completed  within  the  time  limited 
by  contract,  the  1st  of  August  next. 

The  expense  of  mason-work,  bridging,  lime, 
dbe.,  cannot,  at  present,  be  exactly  a^certiained.  but 
is  expected,  when  added  to  the  coatra'cts,  will 
make  the  entire  cost  of  those  ten  miles  about 
$75,000. 

Should  it  be  finally  determined  to  roil  the  road, 
and  grarel  or  sand  it,  the  cost  will  be,  in  addition 
to  the  aboye  amount,  rolling  about  thirty  dollars 
per  mile,  gravelling  or  sanding,  where  either  of 
those  articles  can  be  conveniently  badj  aboiut  one 
dollar  per  perch  in  length  of  the^  road. 

The  whole  of. my  attention  h^xng  absolutely 
required  on  the  wdrk  in  hand,  I  have  not  been 
enabled  to  acquire  sufficient  iDibrmation  of  the 
next  ten  miles,  so  as  to  speak  with  precision,  but 
have  viewed  the  location,  and  made  such  an  es- 
timate as  circumstances  would  admit,  by  which 
it  appears  that  the  expense  will,  be  nearly  the 
same. 

No  alteration  or  addition  to  the  law  lias  stig- 
gested  itself,  as  absolutely  necessary,  except  some 
provisipn  for  keeping,  the  road  in  repair,  after  it 
shall  be  received  from  the  contractors;  for,  on 
turnpikes  which  pas^  over  a  more  level  sur- 
face, that  have  time  to  settle  and  become  firm) 
and  on  which  constant  repairs  are  made,  it  has, 
notwithstandiog,  been  found  diflicult,  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year,  to  keep  them  in  good  order. 
The  present  road  passing  over  grpund  so  broken, 
subject  to  the  wash  of  large  quantities  of  water, 
discharged  from  steep  valleys  adjoining,  as  well 
as  the  operations  of  the  sea.sons  upon,  it  in  its 
flreen  and  unsettled  state, and  the  great  use  which, 
from  its  local  situation,  will  immediately  be 
made  of  it,  willj.when  taken  into  view  tosether, 
present  to  the  mind  the  state  in  which  it  will  very , 
soon  be,  if  left  to  the  free  and  unrestrained  use 
of  all,  without  attention  and  without  repair^ 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  ()roprieiy  of 
demanding  such  a  toll  a$  will  be  sufficient  to  keep 
it  in  good  and  perfect  order.    I  am,  dc^c.     ' 

PAVID  SURIVER,  Jr. 

Hon.  ALBBaT  Gallatin, 

Secretary  afTrea$ury<^  the  U.S.- 


EXTENSION  OF  A  PATENT  RIGHT. 

[Cobunanicated  %o  tl\B  House,  AprO  20, 1813.] 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeenttti' 
tivee  in  Congress  assembled,  the  metnorial  of  EU 
Whitney  respectfully  showeth : 

That  your  memorialist  is  the  inventor  of  the 
machine  with. which  the  principal  bart  of  tbd 
cotton  raised  in  the  United  States  is  cleaned  aind. 
prepared  for  marl^eL  That,  being  in  the  Stateof 
Georgia  in  the  year  1793.  he  was  informed  by  the 
planters  that  the  agriculture  of  thai  State  was 
unproductive,  especjally  in  the  interior,  wbjere  it 


prodgced  little  or  nothing  for  exportation.  Thii 
attempts  bad  been  made  to  cultivate  cottoa,  bat 
that  the  prospect  of  success  was  not  flatter isg. 
That  of  the  various  kinds  whicli  had  been  tried 
in  the  interior  none  of  theni  were  productiTe,  ex- 
cept the  gre^  seed  cotton,  which  was  so  extreme- 
(y  difficult  to  clean  as  to  diseoorage  all  fnnkei 
attempts  to  raise  it..  That  it  was  generally  be- 
lieved this  species  of  cotton  might  be  cuhivaied 
with  gf  eat  advantage,  if  aiu  cheap  andexpediUoos 
method  of  separatmg  it  from  its  seeds  coold  be 
discovered^  and  that  such  a  discovery  would  be 
highly  beneficial  both  to  the  public  and  the  in- 
ventor. 

These  remarks  first  drew  the  attention  of  yoaz 
inemorialist.to  this  subject,  and,  after  considerable 
reflection,  be  became  impressed  with  a  belief  ibai 
this  desirable  object  might  be  accomplished. 

At  the  same  time  he  coald  not  but  entertiifi 
doubts  whether  he  ought  to  suffer  any  prospett  d 
so  precarious  a  nature  as  that  which  depeo^i 
upon  the  success  of  new  projects  to  divert  ius  at- 
tention from  a  regular  profession. 

About  this  time  Congress  passed  a  new  pate&t 
law,  whith  your  memorialist  considered  as  a  pre 
mium  oflfered  to  any  citizen  who  should  dero:! 
his  attention  to  useful  improvements,  and  as  t 

K ledge  from  iiis  country  that,  in  case  he  shooii 
e  suecessXul,  his  rights  and  his  property  wouii 
be  protected. 

Uiidec  these  impressions  your  memorialist  relio- 
quished  every  other  object  of  pursoitjaaddeTOied 
his  utmost  exertions  to  reduce  his  inventioB, 
whieh^  as  yet,  was  little  more  than  a  floaiiogim* 
age  of  the  mind,,  to  practical  use;  and, /ortu&a:^ 
ly  for  the  country,  he  succeeded  ingivingform  to 
the  conceptions  ot  his  imagination,  and  to  mittet 
a  new  mode  gf  existence ;  and  the  result  of  this 
new  modification  of  matter  was  everything  thai 
could  be  wished. 

.  After  redu<Mng  his  tiieory.  to  praetieo,  by  effec- 
tual and  successful  experiments,  your  memorialist 
took  out  a  patent.  So  alluring  Were  the  adraA* 
tages  developed  by  this  invention  that,  in  a  sbon 
time,  the  whble  attention  of  the  planters  of  the 
middle  and  Upper  country  of  theSoothern  Sutes 
was  turned  to  planting  the  green  seed  cottoQ. 
Th^  means  furnished  by  thh  discovery,  of  cleaa- 
ing  that  species  of  obtton,  were  at  once  so  cbeap 
and  ei^peditious,  and  the  prospect  of  advaotigeso 
alluring,  that  it  suddenly  became  thegeneraUrop 
of  the  country. 

.LittU  or  no  jregard,  however,  was  paid  to  the 
claims  of  your  memorialist;  and  the infringecaest 
of  his  rights  became  almost  as  extensive  as  tbe 
cultivation  of  cotton.  He  was  soon  reduced  to 
the  disagreeable  necessity  of  resorting  to  courts 
of  justice  for  the  |)rotection  of  his  property. 

After  the  unavoidable  delays  which  nsnally  at* 
tend  prosecutions  of  this  kind,  and  a  labored  trial, 
it  was  discovered  that  the  defendants  had  onlj 
used,  and  that,  as  the  law  then  stood,  they  most 
both  make  and  use  the  macbine«  or  they  conld sot 
be  liable;  the  court  decided  tl»t  it  was  a  fatal, 
though  inadvertent  defect  in  the  law,  and  gare 
jtidgmeM  for  the  defendants. 
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It  was  not  until  the  year  1800  that  this  defect 
1  the  law  was  amended.  Immediately  after  the 
meDdment  of  the  law,  your  memorialist  com- 
leoceil  a  number  of  »liits;  but  so  effectual  Were 
be  rqeans  of  procrastination  and  delay,  resorted 
3  by  the  defefndants^  that  be  was  unable  to  obtain 
oy  decision  on  the  merits  of  bis  claim  until  the 
ear  1807;  not  until  he  had  been  eleven  years  in 
be  law,  and  thirteen  years  of  his  patent  term  had 
xpired. 

A  compromise  hasbeen  made  with  several  of  the 
(tales,  to  which  your  memorialist  has  assigned  his 
i^ht.  and  relinquished  all  further  claim ;  'but  from 
be  State  in  which  he  first  made  and  introduced 
is  invention,  and  which  has  derived  the  most 
ignal  benefits  from  It,  be  has  realized  bothiog; 
Dd  from  no  Stat^  has  he  received  the  amount  of 
air  a  cent  per  pound  on  the  cotton  cleaned  with 
lis  machine,  within  that  State,  in  one  year. 

Estimating  the  value  of  the  labor  of  one  man 
t  twenty  cents  per  day,  the  whole  amount  which 
as  been  realized  by  your  memorialist  for  his  in^ 
eDtion  is  not  equal  to  the  value  of  the  labor  saved 
B  one  hour  by  his  machines,  now  in  use,  in  the 
Joited  States. 

Permit  your  memorialist  further  to  remark  that 
V  far  the  greatest  part  of  the  cotton  raised  in  thf 
Joited  States  has  been,  and  must,  of  necessity 
ontioue  to  be,'  the  green  seed.  That,  before  the 
DTention  of  your  memorialist,  the  value  of  this 
pecies  of  cotton,  after  it  was  cleaned,'  wa&  not 
qoal  to  the  expense  of  cleaning  it ;  that,  since 
be  cultiratioQ  of  this  species,  it  has  been  a  great 
ource  of  wealth  to  the  community,  and  of  riches 
0  thousands  of  her  citizens.  That,  as  a  labor- 
aviog  machine,  it  is  an  invention  \fraich  enables 
*De  man  to  perform,  in  a  given  time,  that  which 
roold  require  a  thousand  men,  Without  its  aid, 
0  perform  in  the  same  time.  In  short,  that  it 
urnishes  to  the  whole  family  of  mankind  the 
Qcans  of  procut;ing  the  article  of  cotton,  that  im- 
^rtant  raw  material  which  constitutes  a  gl-eat 
>art  of  their  clothing  at  a  much  cheaper  rate. 

Your  memorialist  begs  leave  farther  to  state 
bat  a  confident  expectation  that  bis  case  would 
le  embraced  in  the  general  law  which  Congress 
>aS]  for  several  years,  had  under  coos;deration, 
tas  prevented  l\is  making  an  earlier  application! 
That  the  expenses  incurred  by  him,  in  making 
ind  introducing  this  useful  improvement,  and  es- 
ablishing  his  claim  to  its  invention,  have  absorb- 
^  a  great  proportion  of  what  he  has  received 
rom  those  States  with  which  he.has  made  a  com-, 
)roniise.  That  )ie  humbly  conceives  himself 
airly  entitled  to  a  further  remuneration  from  his 
ouotry;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  admitted  to  a 
&ore  liberal  participation  with  his  fellow- citizens 
Q  the  benefits  of  bis  invention. 

He,  therefore,  prays  your  honorable  body  to 
ake  his  case  into  consideration,  and  authorize  the 
enewal  of  his  patent,  or^rant  such  other  relief 
IS  Congress,  in  their  wi;>dom  and  their  justice, 
nay  deem  meet  and  proper. 

ELI  WHITNEY. 
Washiwotom,  AjnH  16, 1818. 
I2tli  Con.  I8t  S£as.~e9 


CULTURE  OP  THE  TEA  PLANT. 


[Commameafed  to  the  House,  May  12,  1806.] 

HaMPSBIRB  CotfNTV,  VlROifllA, 

NEAR  ROM^'ET,  Moff  13,  1812. 

3ir:  Supposing  that  an  account  of  the  intro* 
duction  of  any  new  species  of  agriculture  mighi 
not  be  un8cce))tiible  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
United  States,  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you 
an  account  of  the  progress  I  have  made  in  the  ia- 
trodoctipn  ojf  the  tea  plant.  ' 

Some  years  ago  my  brother  went  to  China,  ia 
the  Pennsylvania  packet  from  Philadelphia,  and 
had  the  good  fortune  to  procure  several  of  the 
scions,  or  young  shoots,  ot  the  tea  plant,  together 
with  directions  for  curing  the  tea,  As  I  was  at 
Philadelphia  at  the  time  of  his  return,  he  made 
tne  a  present  sof  the  plants,  which  I  accordingly 
brought  here  and  irrtroduced  on  my  farm.  The 
two  first  yeai:s  I  paid  no  attention  to  its  culture: 
but  last  year,  having  more  leisure,  I  took  the  trou- 
ble to  transplant 'fifty  or  sixty  twigs,  and  in  Oc- 
tober to  gather  and  preserve  the  leaves  according 
to  the  written  directions  I  had  from  hina.  I  founa 
it  to  yield  at  an  amazing  rate,  and  the  beverage 
which  it  afibrded  to  be  superior  to  the  best  im- 
ported tea.  Perhaps  this  may  be^owing  to  their 
losing  their  fine  flavor  by  crossingf  the  sea.  The 
leaves  when  green  are  more  excellent  than  when 
dry.  I  had  first  supposed  that  the  plant  would 
thrive  best  in  warm,  rich  situations^  but,  on  trans* 
planting.  I  put  some  in  cold,  poor  situations,. and 
these  yield  by  far  the  roost  plentiful  crop.  You 
may  cut  any  number  of  twigs  ufi*  the  tree,  or 
plant,  and  just  stick  them  in  the  ground ^  they 
will  take  root  and  grow.  And  I  have  been  think- 
ing that  in  eight  or  nine  years  my  little  nursery 
(by  clipping  the  branches  and  planting  them' 
again)  might  be  made  to  afford  plants  enough 
to  supply  the  whole  United  Stales  with  tea,  and 
that  at  a  trouble  and  expense  which  would  be 
scarcely  perceptible. 

As  my  wagon  is  going  down  to  Alexandria,  I 
have  filled  a  large  box  with  earth,  in  which  I  have 
planted  a  num^r  of  the  twigs,  and  to  each  of 
thi^m  tied,  a  label  or  directions  for  raising  the 
plant,  and  curing  the  leaves  in  the  sacoa  manner 
as  I  got  it  from  my  brother;  the  whole  of  which 
Lhave  directed  to  be  left  with  Mr.  Gray,  book- 
seller, of  Alexandria,  and  to  be  by  him  delivered 
to  you  or  your  order. 

I  have  acted  in  this  manner  from  a  supposition 
that  many  of  tile  taeriiben  might  be  desirous  of 
seeing  this  newly  introduced  plant,  and  perliaps 
wish  to  convey  some  of  them  to  their  places  of 
abode,  or  have  them  planted  in  botanic  gardens. 
My  reason  for  addressing  this  letter  to  you  wds 
that  I  supposed  it  more  particularly  your  province 
than  that  of  any  other  man  to  make  the  subject 
known  to  the  House. 

If  it  will  be  attended  to,  I  make  no  doubt  of 
the  tea  plant  becoming  a  grand  acquisition  to  the 
American  nation,  and  the  consciousness  of  hav- 
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ing  rendered  my  country  a  small  service  will  be 
a  sufficient  reward  for 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  S.  GRIMES. 

Hod.  Henry  Clay,  Speaker  House  of  Reps, 

P.  S.  If  bo  accident  occurs,  my  wagon  will 
leavethe  plants  at  tbe^^  aforementioned  place  about 
the  last  of  this  month. 

■  J.  S.  O. 


PATENT  OFFICE.— HOME  DEPARTMENT. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  June  13, 1812.] 

Mr.  Seybert  made  the  fbllowing^  report: 

Tbe  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution directing  them  ^'^to  ascertain  the  number  of 
persons  employed  in,  and  to  inquire  into  the 
state  and  condition,  of  tbat  branch  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  wherein  are  preserved  the  models 
of  machines  for  which  patents  have  been  granted 
by  the  United  States,  and  whether  any,  and  what, 
fees  have  been  demanded  by  the  clerics  thereiuj" 
befi^leave  to  report,  in  part: 

That,  on  the  25lh  day  of  May,  1812,  your  com- 
mittee addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  the  subject,  and,  on  the  10th  of  June,  1S12, 
received  his  answer,  with  sundry  accompanying 
documents ;  all  of  which  are  herewith  respect- 
fully submitted. 

Your  committee  accord  with  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  tbe  opinion,  that  every  institution  ought 
to  be  comprised  within  some  one  of  the  depart- 
ments of  Governmenr.  They  need  not  repeat 
the  reasons  assigned  in  his  letter,  and  tbey  deem 
any  additional  arguments  unnecessary.  That  the 
Secretary  of  State  must  be,  at  all  times,  much 
occupied  with  the  foreign  concerns  of  the  United 
States,  must  be  evident  to  every  member  of  the 
Legislature;  and  tbat  our  foreign  relations  are, 
in  man]^  respects,  essentially  distinct  from  many 
objects  in  the  interior  of  our  country,  which  are 
attached  to  the  duties  of  this  officer,  must  be 
equalljr  apparent.  These  last  mustincrease  every 
year  with  th«  improvements  and  extension  of  our 
settlements ;  such  must  be  the  avoidable  result. 
Your  committee,  without  entmng  into  any  de- 
tailed reasoning  on  the  subject,  ofler,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature,  the  propriety  knd 
necessity  of  authorizing  a  jfloviie  Department^ 
diatinct  from  the  departments  Already  established 
bjf  law.  Such  departments  are  known  to  dther 
Governments,  and  their  benefits  have  been  recog- 
nised in  territories  far  less  extensive  than  those 
of  the  United  States.  Your  committee  regret 
that,  from  an  expectation  of  tbe  short  continuance 
pf  the  present  session  of  Congress,  they  cannot 
enter  more  at  large  into  this  subject,  so  as  to  urge 
its  consideration  with  that  weight  of  argument 
which  it  deserves;  they  will  content  themselves, 
at  this  tinoe,  with  the  bare  suggestion  of  Legis- 
lative interference  being  necessary. 

The  Secretary  of  Stale  has  remarked  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  extend  the  privilege  of  frank- 
ing letters  to  the  person  who  may  be  appointed  to 


superintend  the  cancans  of  the  Patent  Establkh* 
ment  of  the  United  States.  Of  this  your  com- 
mittee are  well  satisfied.  The  Secretary  of  State 
b  much  occupied  in  receiving,  reading, and  fraok- 
ing  letters,  wnich  be  ultimately  must  refer  to  tbe 
clerk  of  the  Patent  Office.  No  adrantage  cac 
ari$e  from  this  regulation,  and  it  is  apprehen.ed 
no  serious  evils  can  follow  the  alleratioo  hereic 
contemplated. 

Your  committee  have  inquired  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  clerks  employed  in  the  establishmeai. 
respecting  their  demand  for  or  receipt  of  iti% 
and  they  are  satisfied  that  no  causes  exist  wbicii 
can  attach  suspicion  to  their  conduct  in  this^^ 
spect.  They  have  not  been  able  to  trace  an  in- 
stance where  tbe  clerks  proceeded  contrary  to 
the  established  law  on  this  subject.  Mr.  Lfci 
has,  for  spme  time  past,  been  employed  as  ao  tf- 
sistant  clerk  in  the  Patent  Office :  yoar  cgmmit- 
tee  are  convinced. that  his  services  are  necessarj. 
and  that  he  has  performed  his  duty  with  pro- 
priety, without  receiving  a  compensation  for  \^. 
last  year;  it  is,  therefore,  recommended  to  Co3- 
gress  to  pass  the  bill  reported  by  the  Commii:s« 
of  Chiims  for  his  relief. 

The  gross  amount  of  fees  received  from  (it 
commencement  of  the  establishment  to  the  Sii; 
of  December,  1811,  per  statement  B,  is  $19.11*. 
Of  the  sums  received,  after  deducting  the  amoui:: 
paid  for  salaries  to  a  clerk,  and  the  moneys  o€C(i- 
sarily  expended  for  parchment,  stationery,  pria:- 
ing,  fuel^  dbc,  there  remains  a  balance  of  $2j.- 
379  34  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  ap. 
plicable  to  useful  purposes  connected  with  IuJ: 
institution.  The  statement  B  demonstrates  thi: 
the  amount  annually  received  for  patents  issutc 
has  increased  every  succeeding  year,  and  tbat.ii 
the  year  1811,. it  amounted  to  $6,810.  From 
these  facts  your  committee  augur  favorably  as  to 
the  future.  The  office  has  done  much  more  thu 
to  support  itself:  the  fund  thus  created,  i(  prop- 
erly managed  and  applied,  m^y  hereafter  gire 
rise  to  many  valuable  institutions  in  our  couatrv. 
A  school  of  arts  mfty  be  organized  by  tbe  Legis- 
lature, which  will  require  no  other  pecuDiaryaid 
than  will  be  contributed  b^  the  industrious,  the 
ingenious,  and  the  useful  citizens  of  the  Uoiietf 
States. 

The  resolution  submitted  offers  an  ezteosire 
and  fruitful  field  for  inquiry  in  a  national  r.etr. 
Your  committee  have  ventured  to  trespass  oa  the 
ordinary  limits  of  a  report,  by  entering  ioto  suca 
details  as  the  case  admitted,  and  the  importance 
of  the  subject  demanded ;  they  are  of  that  class 
who  consider  a  uell  regvkUed  conservatory  of  iiJ« 
arts  a  highly  useful  institution.  It  may  be  veil 
to  ask,  what  is  the  design  of  a  ciepot  of  the  models 
for  which  patents  are  granted  'i  Idle  curiosity 
alone  cannot  have  induced  the  wisest  Govera- 
ments  to  take  them  under  their  special  chai^: 
if  useful  results  had  not  been  the  consequence  or 
such  establishments,  they  would  long  si  ace  hare 
been  abandoned.  In  Europe  experience  has  de- 
veloped the  numerous  benefit^  which  are  denied 
from  this  source  every  year. .  In  the  subseqoeat 
part  of  this  report  your  cocpmittee  persuade  them* 
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eires  they  will  lay  before  the  Legislature  such 
letails  and  facts,  connected  with  dur  country,  as 
7ill  characterize  the  institutioa  ^^a  register  of 
lUDian  industry  and  ingenuity."  They  ^ntici- 
tate  the  period  when  this  de^t  will  constitute, 
he  basis  of  a  school  of  arts^  from  whetice  shall 
manate  every  class  of  useful  clti;;ens.  In  thfs 
chool  aU  children  may  be  taught  some  useful 
rade,  to  the  end  that  none  may  be  idle,  but  the 
loor  may  work,  and  the  rich,  {^  they  become 
loor,  may  not  want.  Your  committee  made  a 
isit  to  the  present  establishment:  for  its  various 
lurposes  the  West  wing  of  the  second  floor  of 
he  building,  heretofore  denominated  Blodget!s 
iotel,  is  allotted  to  the  models.  This  portion  of 
he  building  consists  of  four  apajtmenls,  one  of 
rhich  is  5o  feet  by  39  feet ;  another  39  feet  by 
2  feet;  the  remaining  two  rooms  ^2  feet  by  12 
eet  each,  with  ceilings  w^ll  adapted  for  the  pur- 
pose. Tour  committee  propose  that  the  two  first 
Qenlioned  rooms  shall  be  appropriated  solely  for 
be  placing  and  exhibiting  of  models ;  one  of  the 
mailer  rooms  to  be  occupied  as  an  office  by  those 
rho  conduct  the  institution;  and  the  other  to 
«  used  for  a  library,  to  be  formed  of  such  books 
s  may  be  deposited  to  secure  the  copyright^  for 
harts,  dbc. 

The  apartments  are,  at  this  time,  in  an  unfin- 
shed  state;  workmen  are  employed  to  complete 
hem;  a  suflicient  aj>propriation  for  this  purpose 
las  been  already  made  by  Congress.  Many  mod- 
is  are  already  deposited ;  the.  manner  in  which 
hey  are  placed  tends  to  confusion^  and  sink  the 
stablishment  into  contempt.  All  is  chaos — the 
aachines  are  out  qf  repair,  and  so  intermixed  as 
0  make  them  almost  useless.  Useful  machines 
re  thus  kept  from  view ;  and,  for  the  want  of  a 
•roper  catalogue,  containing  a  general  description 
f  the  models,  they  are  not  understood.  By  sucb 
aeans  the  most  beautiful  inventions  have  been 
rought  to  ridicule.  The  despatch,  safety,  and 
uccess  of  business  is  promoted  by^  nothmg  so 
Quch  as  method  and  regularity.  Kvery  visiter 
Ujg^ht  to  be  able  to  derive  benefit  from  this  depot: 
his  can  only^  happen  where  method  is  attended 
D'  The  subjects  of  this  establishment  admit  of 
lassiGcation,  according  to  fixed  and  established 
riociples:  all  the  apparatus  used  in  distillation, 
he  machines  for  cutting  nails,  for  cutting  files, 
3r  ginning,  carding,  roving,  drawing,  spinning, 
reaving,  ^c, should  be  contiguous  to  each  other, 
nd  arranged  according  to  the  date>of  the  patent, 
^laced  in  this  manner,  there  would  be  a  mass  of 
Qowledge  embodied  before  the  spectator;  the 
rts  would  be  easily  traced ;  the  machines  would 
hus  be  advertisea,  as  it  were,  and  every  one 
rould  go  away  much  more  informed  than  when 
bey  went  into  these  apartments.  The  present 
•revalent  confusion  in  some  degree  depends  upon 
ircumstances;  when  the  machines  were  formerly 
deposited,  near  the  Department  of  State,  the 
oom  was  much  too  limited;  the  machines  were 
leaped  together,  and  many  of  them'  Were  de- 
anged  in  their  several  parts.  The  unfinished 
f^te  of  the  present  building  will  keep  the  models 
or  a  further  time  ia  a  state  of  irregularity :  it 


is  to  be  hoped  that  habit  will  not  operate  to 
make  this  perpeti^al.  Success  in  this  institutioa 
depends  much  upon  the  competency  of  the  person 
or  persons  who  are  to  conduct  it;  they  should  be 
liberal  in  all  their  views ;  nowise  ambitious  to  be-^ 
come  patentees  themselves;  no  jealousies  should 
exist  between  them  and  inventors;  to  the  latter 
every  facility  shoold  be  oflfered^  and  every  aid 
given;  because,  often  they  are  men  of  limited 
knowledge,  and  need  the  assistance  of  other?  ia 
their  specifications.  &c.  Under  such  guidance 
the  institution  will  be  promoted,  and  dseful  know- 
ledge diflfused  througnout  our  extensive  country^ 

To  impose  upon  ourselves  the  task  of  proving 
the  utility  of  this  institution  may^  to  many,  appear 
idle  and  unnecessary.  We  have  determined  on 
the  inquiry,  and  solicit  your  indulgence  on  the 
subject.  By  the  acts  which  Congress  have  pass- 
ed, relative  to  patents,  it  is  indirectly  provided 
that  such  a  depot  shall  be  formed.  In  the  United 
States  no  patent  can  issij^e  to  guaranty  a  mere 
principle,  it  "must  be  for  the  vendible  matter;" 
hence  the  i^ecessity  of  a  conservatory  to  prove 
the  facts  in  disputed  cases;  the  act  further  re- 
quires models  to  be  deposited,  in  such  cases  as  the 
Secretary  of  State  shall  deem  necessary.  The 
arts  have  ever  been  patronised  and  protected  by 
civilized  nations ;  the  ancient  Republics  bestowed 
much  upon  the  fine  arts;  at  thi^j  time  our  ob- 
ject should  be  to  promote  those  which  are  termed 
.useful.  Though  w^;  cannot  but  admire  the  taste 
and  genius  of  a  Pericles,  or  a  Phidias,  we  deem 
it  more  consistent  with  the  state  of  society  and 
manners,  in  the  United  States,  to  mark  witli  dis- 
tinguished honors  an  Arkwright,  a  Bolton,  a  Watt, 
a  Wedgewood,  a  Whitney,  a  Fulton,  a  Whitte- 
more.  an  Evans,  and  a  host  of  others,  who  com- 
pose the  class  of  benefactors  of  the  human  race ; 
their  inventions  not  only  astonish  and  confound 
by  the  intricacy  of  their  structure,  and  the  deli- 
cacy Of  their  execution — they  do  more,  they  en- 
rich a  people,  and<:onstitute  the  formidable  pillars 
of  naiiobat  independence;  useful  machinery  ex- 
cite human  industry,  circulate  capital,  expand  the 
wings  of  commerce,  and  carry  us  to  the  remotest 
regions  of  the  habitable  World.  The  progress  of 
the  arts  of  civilization  keep  pace  with  each  other ; 
the  arts  are  favorable  to  civil  liberty ;  they  alone 
give  rise  to  internal  improvements;  and  that 
nation  is,  of  all  others,  the  most  certain  of  pros- 
perity, by  which  these  principles  are  well  under- 
Stood,  and  put  into  practice..  America  cherishes 
peace;  circumstances  may  force  her  into  a  war;  ' 
even  in  that  state  of  thinss  her  arts  will  achieve 
more  lastins  advantages  for  her  than  did  the  con- 
quests of  Alexander,  a  Cassar,  or  a  Zeogis  Khan  ! 

Useful  inventions  of  machines  are  more  par- 
ticularly necessary  at  this  time  in  the  United 
Stales,  when  much  may  depend  upon  our  manu- 
factures; all  labor-saving  machines  add  so  much 
to  our  population.  We  need'  hot  dread  that  riot 
and  famine  will  follow  the  introduction  of  such 
agents  into  our  work-shops;  we  should  do  all  in 
our  power  to  encourage  their  importation  from 
abroad.  In  this  inspect  Kugland  is  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation;  whilst  tyranny  and  oppres* 
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sion,  from  mistaken  Dotions  of  policy,  were  ope- 
rating witb  an  iron  hand  upon  the  industrious 
in  Flanders  and  France,  England  did  all  in  tier 
power  (o  invite  their  emigration;  every  encour- 
agement was  given  to  them,  and  many  advanta- 
ges were  offered ;  by  such  means  did  she  establish 
her  power  and  wealth,  which  at  this  tithe,  \& 
gigantic,  and  threatens  neutrals  and  herself  with 
annihilation,  from  its  misapplication.  Our  in- 
'  ventions  keep  pace  with  bur  necessities.  It  is  not 
long  since  we  dreaded  the  want  of  blankets. 
American  genius  has  suggested  a  simple  method 
by  which  a  single  workman  can  furni^li  twelve 
ftr  diem.  Almost  every  department  of  the  me- 
chanical arts  was  languishing  for  the  want  of 
files :  several  machines  have  been  lately  invented 
for  cutting  these  highly  useful  instruments;  with 
one  of  them  a  single  workman  may  make  seve- 
ral hundred  files  per  day  ;  which  may  be  sold  at 
prices  much  below  the  imported.  Who,  with  a 
'Knowledge  of  facts  like  these,  can  deqy  protection 
and  security  to  the  useful  arts  ?  Such  inventions 
will  do  more  for  the  nation  than  can  be  effected 
with  armies  and  fleets;  it  is  certain  fleets  and 
armies  cannot  be  supported  without  them. 

We  shall  now  give  a  sliort  historical  sketch  of 
the  subject  In  Europe,  and  then  trace  its  pro- 
gress in  the  United  States.  Two  centuries  have 
elapsed  since  Henry  IV  of  France  conceived 
the  great  design  of  a  conservatory  of  models  of 
whatever  was  curious  or  usqful  in  machinery, 
^that  all  those  (to  use  the  language  of  Sully) 
.who  aspired  to  perfection  might  improve  them- 
selves without  trouble  in  (his  silent  ;school.''  The 
death  of  Henry  put  a  stop  to  the  execution  of  this 
Scheme;  in  it  he  was  followed  by  other  Mon- 
archs,  and  none  with  more  zeal  than  those  of 
France.  In  modern  times  we  may  refer  even  to 
the  dark  pages  of  revolutionary  France,  for  many 
proofs  of  the  devotion  of  that  nation  to  this  highly 
iiseful  branch  of  knowledge,  and  at  the  present 
period  the  useful  arts  are  well  understood  and 
cultivated  with  much  success  throughout  the  em- 
pire; libei^a]  rewards  are  offered  by  that  Govern-, 
ment  for  such  inventions  as  may, prove  of  na- 
tional benefit.  The  enormous  sum  of  f  183,332 
is  ofiered  as  a  premium  for  a  machine  which 
will  prepare  and  spin  flax  in  as  perfect  a  manner 
as  is  done  with  cotton  ;  the  ingenious  of  all  na- 
tions are  invited  to  be  competitors  for  this  prize ; 
the  Emperor  has  this  department  under  his  own 
direction,  and  no  patent  is  granted  "  without  ^ 
special  decree  from  Napoleon  ;"  this  arrangement 
gives  consequence  to  the  establishment ;  not  con- 
lent  to  stop  here,  a  professor  is  appointed  especially 
to  deliver  lectures  on  machines;  he  discourses 
on  the  models  generally,  and  at  stated  periods 
accompanies  his  pupils  to  observe  machines  in 
the  different  workshops  of  Paris  and  its  vicinity ; 
the  operations  of  the  various  manufactures  are 
demonstra^ted,  and  a  general  discUssion  of  all. the 
principles,  which  are  connected  with  the  useful 
*  arts,  is  entered  into  and  exemplified  by  practice. 
This  insiitutioo  furnishes  annually  a  considera- 
ble number  of  useful  members  of  society.  In  the 
establishment  just  alluded  to,  persons  are  em- 


ployed, whose  duty  it  is  to  form  modeh  of  all 
such  valuable  machines  as  are  deposited ;  thne 
are  on  a  regular  scale,  and  accurate  in  the  prupor* 
tions  of  tbe  several  parts,  so  that  tbe  mode!  will 
move  correctly,  and  produce  eflfects  proportioaed 
to  its  size ;  machines  may  be  made  from  these  of 
any  dimensions.    In  France  schools  for  iosiroc- 
tion  in  every  art  and  science  are  diffused  through- 
out the  empire;  DO  useful  branch  is  neglected. 
The  teachers  are  numerous,  and  each  iostitatioo 
has  a  fixed  number  of  pupils,  who  are  supported 
at  the  expense  of  Government;  they  are  UQgbt 
to  arrange,  plan,  and  execute  all  the  operatioos 
which  can  be  of  use  to  the  nation ;  in  cases  of 
emergency  that  empire  may  draw  upon  this  cap- 
ital stock  for  useful  men  of  every  descripiios. 
whether  it  be  in  philosophy,  the  various  mechanical 
arts,  the  military  art,  6lc,    If  the  United  Sats 
was  equally  prepared  at  this  momentous  periol 
much  expense  would   have  been  saved  to  tbe 
nation,  and  much  trouble  to  the  QoverDmeD!;. 
we  repeat  it,  a  school  of  arts  is  essentially  neces- 
sary to  our  country.     In  the  German  schuols  ibfj 
have  professors,  whose  duties  are  like  to  those  io 
France;  at  Gottingen  Professor  Beckman,  the 
author  of  three  volumes  of  the  History  of  D-s- 
coveries  and  Inventions,  was  employed.    In  Ecf- 
land,  in  the  Royal  Institution  they  take  a  proper 
notice  of  this  subject,  and  no  one  has  ever  ris'iiti 
the  depot  of  models  at  the  Adelphia,  witboot 
much  pleast]|re  and  instruction.    In  Britain,  when 
great  distinctions  are  made  in  society,  many  per- 
sons occupy   themselves  witb  the  useful  aru. 
whose  rank  would  seem  to  forbid  it ;  several  do- 
biemen  of  distinction  have  patented  useful  iora- 
tions.    If,  then,  all  other*  nations  deem  it  wise 
and  essential  to  bestow  favors  in  this  wa^,  shall 
it  be  said  that,  in  the  territories  of  the  only  iref 
Republic  of  modern  times,  the  arts  were  ridtcQled 
and  neglected  ?    This  can  never  be  the  case  with 
those  who  understand  the  true  interests  of  the 
State;  the  national  genius  forbids  it,  and  ootih 
ing  can  stifle  this  infant  Hercules  of  the  Uoited 
States.    "No  nation  can  boast  of  more  asefuliQ- 
ventions  than  those  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States;  v^e   might  bring  to  recollection  maoy, 
which  alone  could  have  resulted  from  the  exer- 
cise of  genius  of  a  superior  order.    Rittenhoose 
contrived  and  set  a  world  in  motion.    Whitoff 
furnished  us  with  a  simple  machine  by  vhicb 
the  people  of  a  world  are  enriched  and  made 
happy.    In  obedience  to  the  resolutions  i»i^^ 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Vam 
States,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  reported  that, 
from  the  31st  day  of  July,  1790,  when  the  first 
patent  issued  from  the  office,  to  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1811,  inclusive,  one  thousand  six  huD' 
dred  and  thirteen  patents  have  been  granted  j  of 
these  two  hundred  and  fifteen  were  for  in vea lions 
patented  in  the  year  1811.    During  the  present 
year,  (May,  1812,)  one  hundred  aind  twenty  one 
patents  have  been  already  delivered;  ^^^^^^'^^ 
in  preparation,  and  twenty  more  are  suspended 
for  the  want  of  proper  and  suitable  specifications; 
for  several  years  past  the  number  has  increased 
annually,  and  an  annual  report  of  them  has  been 
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irected  to  be  made  to  Cooeress.  This  review 
fthe  progress  of  the  arts  is  oighlf  gratifying  to 
sas  citizens  of  the  United  Slates;  we  now  see 
lem  flourish  in  sitaations  where  the  footsteps  of 
le  savage  have  been  scarcely  obliterated  by  the 
asy  scenes  of  civilized  society ;  establishments 
re  multiplying  in  all  directions;  nothing. but 
me  and  proper  encouragement  are  wanting  to 
ring  them  to  perfection.  Superficial  observers, 
od  persons  who  are  not  accustomed  to  study, 
re  apt  to  treat  this  subject  lightly,  and  sink  it 
1(0  contempt ;  they  undervalue  inveotions  of 
rery  kind,  and  consider  them  more  the.  res'ults 
r  chance  than  of  mighty  cpnceptions  and  pain- 
il  thought;  the  sight  of  a- steam  engine  in  mo- 
on must  convince  the  intelligent^  observer  that 
)e  conception  which  gave  rise  to  this  ^tupeu" 
ous  monument  of  human  invention,  is  too  vast 
;r  ordinary  comprehensions;  persons  thus,  dis- 
osed  know  little  of  the  human  mind ;  experience 
as  not  taught  them  the  evils  resulting  fr6m  rest- 
5S  nights,  and  the  manv  disappointments  which 
wait  projectors;  they  orten  exclaim,  what  neces- 
ity  or  justice  in  grantinij^  rewards  fur  discoveries'? 
.'hey  say  it  cost  nothing  to  effect  the  objfct; 
iich  persons  have  minds  too  liqaited  to  conceive 
brilliant  idea,  too  callous  to  receive  a  delicate 
npression,  and  a  heart  too  cold  to  reward  ori- 
inal  genius.  It, is  a  habit  with  some  to  despise 
le  knowledge  of  others.  In  answer  to  these  de- 
laimers  we  will  offer  the  remarks  of  Burgh ;  he 
lys,  when  treating ofprojects  and  schemes, '*  there 
I  not  one  of  a  hundred  that  ever  succeeds  ^t  all, 
or  one  of  many  hundred  that  brings  their  inven- 
)r$  anything  but  disappointment  and  ruin.  So 
lat,  we  observe  accordingly,  whoever  projects 
nything  new  in  science,  in  mechanics,  or  in 
"ade,  seldom  does  more  than  open  the  way  for 
ihers  to  profit  by  their  ingenuity.'*  Notwith- 
aoding  experience  has4)foved  these  statements 
eyond  contradiction,  many  deny  to  inventors 
rdinary  justice.  They  do  not  require  of  you  to 
ield  your  privilege^  or  property  to  them ;  they 
Hiuest  of  you,  to  *'  do  as  you  would  be  done  by," 
Qd  only  to  confirm  them  in  that  which  has  al- 
*ady  been  made  theirs  by  the  sacred  decrees  of 
le  Ureat  Creator  of  the  universe.  Too  often  do 
ersons  take  advantage  of  the  inventions  of  oth- 
rs,  and  deny  them  compensation ;  they  are  con- 
dered  as  common  property.  It  is  with  difllculty 
tat  the  case  is  brought  to  a  decision  before  a 
)urt  of  justice,  and  not  unfrequently  the  ioex- 
edlencv  of  awarding  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  is 
K)  well  maintained  uy.a  jury  of  interested  per- 
ms. Our  court  records  furnish  too  many  in-, 
ances  of  this  kind;  it  becomes  us  to  guard 
gainst  them,  in  future,  by  a  modification  of  the 
atute  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  une- 
uitocally  secure  to  inventors  their  discoveries 
Qd  inventions. 

Before  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitii- 
on  of  the  United  States,  the  several  States,  as 
>vereigQ  Powers,  granted  patents.  The  framers 
fthe  Constitution  deemed  this  an  object  worthy 
leir  protection  ;  and  amongst  the  powers  dele- 
iled  by  them  to  Congress,  we  find  that  **  to 


promote  the  progress  of  science  and  (he  useful 
arts,  by  securing,  for  limited  times,  to  authors 
and  inventors  the  exclusive  right  to  their  respect- 
ive writings  and  discoveries."  Cong^ress, pursuant 
to  the  recited  Constitutional  provisiop;  enacted. 
a  law  on  the  subject,  February  21, 17d3;  another 
April  17, 1800;  and,. during  their  present  session, 
these,  several  acts  are  under  consideration,  to  be 
revised  and  amende^,  according  as  experience 
may  have  made  it  necessarv.  By  these  acts  the 
fees  which  ace  directed  to  oe  paid  by  the  paten- 
tee are  inconsiderable— >not  one-fifteenth  of  the  V 
amount  which  js  paid  in  Great  Britain*  It  never 
was  contemplated  to  derive  a  revenue  from  this 
source;  the  original  intention  was  to  make  the 
amopnt  received  sufiicient  to  cover  the  expenses 
of  the  institution.  The  statements  he^with  ex- 
hibited prove  that  a  surplps  fund  ha^  accumu- 
lated in  the  Treasury  applicable  to  such  purposes 
as  the  Legislature  shall  direct. 

We  do  fiot  hesitate  to  acknowledge  that  pat* 
enU  have  often  issiied  for  inventions  apparently 
trivial  and  ridiculous.  On  this  ground  many  ob- 
ject to  the  institution.  Reflection  will  remove 
this  difficulty.  The  patent  costs  the  State  ooth*-' 
ing,  and  from  trifling  causes  wonderful  conse- 
quences hlive  ensued.  Newton,  from  observing 
the  falling  of  a  pear,  deduced  his  brilliant  theory 
of  gravitation;  and  no  year  passes  in  which  the 
principle  inherent  in  a  trifling  machine  does  not 
give  rise  to  manv  valuable  applications.  Yoa 
cannot  limit  in  this  respect:  the  Constitution 
guarantiea  to  every  one  his  original  inventions. 
And  no  harm  can'  result  from  this  practice;  the 
patentee  can  alone  be  disappointed  in  his  expect- 
ations. No  one  will  purchase  that  whicn  he 
deems,  useless ;  and  a  very  few,  indeed,  speculate 
so  far  as  to  give  premiums  for  inventions  without 
having  previously  seen  their  promised  advaa- 
tage$  demoostrated  by  practice.  Eoeland  sets  ^ 
high  value  on  objects  of  tl^is  kind.  She  encour* 
ages  the  introduction  from  abroad  of  every  use- 
ful machine;  and  she  prohibits,  under  neavy 
penalties,  the  exportation  of  such  as  are  useful  in 
her  manufactories.  In  the  year  1774,  an  act  was 
passed  ^  to  prev^t  the  exportations  of  utensils  * 
employed  in  the  cotton  manufacture'^  in  Eng- 
land. Any  person  going  from  Great  Britain, 
and  who  carries>with  him  the  tools  and  instru- 
ments of  any  useful  art  or  manufacture  peculiar  < 
to  bis  native  country,  '*  must  be  deemed  a  traitor." 

We  can  defend  this  branch  of  knowledge  upon 
the  ground  of  an  enlarged  and  wise  policy.  Our 
supplies  ol  clothing  and  other  articles  have  been 
zenerally  derived  from  British  manufactories. 
That  nation  has  made  us  tributary  to  her  work* 
shops,  in  coniimon  with  the  rest  of  mankind. 
This  system  has  been  carried  so  far  as  to  affect 
the  independence  of  the  United  States.  We 
may  soon  be  engaged  In  a  war  with  that  Power: 
propriety  and  necessity  combine  to  carry  us  into 
other  channels.  We  need  not  leave  our  shores 
for  this  purpose.  Unlike  Great  Britain,  our 
agriculture  furnishes  us  more  food  than  we  caa 
consume,  and  yields  us  the  raw  materials  from, 
wliich  that  most  dependent  of  nations  has  beea 
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iieretofore  supplied.  We  oohy  need  labor-savJDg 
macbiDes  to  form  these  into  the  fabrics  which 
habit,  comfort,  and  fashion,  have  made  necessary 
civilized  society.    Some  say  this  is  impos- 


m 


fiible.  They  do  not  know  that  the  ^eatest  changes 
in  this  way  havfs  taken  place  in  England  within 
the  last  thirty  years !  A  revolution  is  at  this  time 
about  to  taxe  place,  by  which  all  nations  will 
free  themselveb  from  the  shackles  which  hereto- 
lore  bound  them  to  Great  Britain,  and  allowed 
them  but  a  nominal  independence. '  This  revo- 
lution can  alone  be  perfected  by  the  agency  of 
the  useful  arts.  Great  Britain  is  dependent  upon 
foreign  nations  for  eight-tenths  of  the  raw  mate- 
rials which  are  used  in'  her  manufactures ;  and 
the  few  which  she  derives  from  her  internal  re* 
sources  are  forbid  to  be  exported.  As  an  indul- 
gence in  this  respect,  in  the  year  1T77  it  was  en- 
acted by  Parliament  tp  permit  *'  the  exportation 
of  tobacco-pij^e  clay,"  it  being  necessary  to  the 
sugarmakers  in  the  West  Indies.  All  American 
trade  has  concentred  in  England,  whether  it  be 
t6  the  Mediterranean,  the  Euxine,  or  the  Baltic. 
Thus  have  we  contributed  much'  to  the  support 
of  British  fleets  and  armies  for  man?  years  past. 
The  ^r  eat  ^pressure  occasioned  by  tne  enormous 
natioiial  debt  of  Great  Britain^  and  the  increase 
of  the  annual  tares,may  cause  distress,  turbulence, 
rit>t,  and  bankruptcy — even  a  change  of  the  pres- 
ent dynasty  may  be  the  consequence.  All  these 
circumstances  combined  will~hot  effect  the  re- 
duction of  that  gigantic  Power.  Changes  like 
these  experience  has  proved  are  only  changes  of 
men  in  power ;  the  nation  still  remains  compound- 
ed of  the  same  mass,  with  her  capital  and  skill 
undiminished,  which,  by  a  judicious  system  of 
reform,  will  secure  to  her  power  and  wealth. 
England  can  only  be  seriously  affected  by  striking 
a  severe  blow  at  the  roots  of  her  industry,  the 
great  base  upon  which  her  security  is  founded. 
A  w^r  against  Great  Britain  will  be  inefficient,, 
if  carried  on  solely  by  your  armies  and  fleets. 
By  paralyzing  her  arts  and  manufactures  you  de- 
stroy her  vitab.  The  heart  will  be  seized  by  a 
canker  which  will  render  the  extremities  ineffir 
cient  and  useless.  ' 

The  effects  and  benefits,  in  a  national  view, 
resulting  from  the  introduction  of  useful  labor- 
aaving  machines  may  be  traced  and  demonstrated 
in  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  British*  cotton 
manufacture.  Not  longer  ago  than  the  year  1755, 
the  cotton  manufacture  in  England  was  consid- 
ered "  amongst  the  humblest  of  the  domestic  arts.'' 
The  products  were  chiefly  for  homeconstamption. 
Machinery  in  this  branch  was  then  unknown. 
In  the  year  1750,  twenty  thousand  persons  obly 
were  employed  in  this  way  :  little  progress  was 
made  for  several  succeeding  y^ars.  In  the  year 
1806  tbey>  declared,  "  there  is  scarcely  a  civil- 
ized nation  on  the  earth  that  is  not  indebted  to 
us  for  some  article  of  this  manufacture."  Some 
Manchester  manufacturers  have  furnished  as 
manyastwo  thousand  different  varieties  of  patterns 
on  their  cards  for  the  continent  of  Europe. 

In  the  year  1705  not  more  than  1,170.881  lbs. 
of  cotton  wool  was  imported  into  hSngiand ;  in 


the  year  1781  it  amounted  to  5.101,920  lbs.;  in 
1810  to  the  enormous  and  increaible  qoaotilydf 
135.000,000  lbs.  This  last  fact  we  state  opoo  the 
authority  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,. the  most  exteosire 
cotton  manufacturer  in  Great  Britain. 

In  the'  year  1797  the  cottoa  branch  took  ibt 
lead  in  the  manufactures  of  Great  Brt(aiD,iDd 
continued  to  advance  until  the  AmerictD  aad 
continental  markets,  from  motives  of  policy,  were 
shut  asainst'them.  In  the  year  1809  it  was  cal- 
culated that  this  branch  of  industry,  in  Great  Brit- 
ain, gave  empldyment  to  800.000  persons,  and  that 
the  annual  value  thereof  amounted  to  £30.000.000, 
or  $132,000,000 !  The  United  States,  for  mazif 
years,  received  more  manufactured  articles  from 
Great  Britain  than  the  whole  of  Europe  taka 
together.  The  following  statements  are  gim 
from  Sir  F.  M.  Eden's  Letters  on  British  Maoo* 
factures  and  Commerce : 


Years.  , 

Exporte  to  Europe. 

Exports  to  tkV.i 

1795, 

£4,222,782 

.    £4,892.572 

1796, 

4,497,683 

5.835,640 

1797, 

3,732,830 

4,871,316 

1798, 

3,981,650 

5,313,068 

1799, 

4,543,608 

6,696,221 

England  has  no  advantage  peculiar  to  herself; 
the  introduction  of  useful  machines  gave  be^pr^ 
eminence ;  machinery  enabled  the  people  ofEDf- 
land  to  sell  their  manufactured  articles  at  redueed 
prices,  and  to  undersell  all  other  nations.    lo  the 
year  1762  cylinder  cards  were  firsl'made  use  of 
by  Mr.  Peel.    In  1767  James  Hargrave  made  the 
first  great  improvement  in  the  spinning  of  cottoa 
by  means  of  ndachinery ;  and  Arkwright's  fir$t 
patenf  for  spinning  cottpn.  by  means  of  rollers, 
was  obtained  in  1779 ;  the  maishine  was  pat  is 
motion  by  the  application  of  horse  poirer;iD 
1771  water  was  employed,  and  now  that  of  steam 
ia  in  general  use.    Improvements  in  thisart  hare 
been  carried  so  far.  "  that  a  pound  of  fine  cottoa 
has  been  spun  on  the  mule  into  350  hanks,  each 
hank  measuring  840  yards,  and  forming  tog^eiher 
a  thread  167  miles  in  length  !"    A  single  poond 
of  cotton  yarn,  in  England,  has  commanded  tbe 
extravagant  price  of  five  guineas ;  so  much  has 
machinery  added  to  tbe  original  valae  of  tbertr 
material,  which,  on  an  average,  may  be  rated  tt 
twenty  cents  per  pound.    England,  from  the« 
causes^  progressed  more  in  the  last  fifty  years  of 
tbe  eighteenth  century  than  she  did  in  anyeqou 
1) umber  of  years  in  any  former  century,   la  ^he 
time  mentioned,  the  most  useful  inventions  were 
brought  to  light,  and  made  perfect;  with  thesis 
the  nation  flourished,  and  assumed  the  form  of  a 
political  Coloasua, 

W^  need  not  abandon  our  country  to  seek  f« 
examples  where  a  nation  has  been  benefitted  tod 
enricned  by  the  genius  of  her  citizens;  wecouM 
specify  many  instances  of  the  kind;  oil  this  occi* 
sion,  however,  we  will  content  ourselves  with  i 
consideralioii  of  that  of  Mr.  Eli  Whitney,  a  na- 
tive of  the  Slate  of  Massachusetts.  It  is  to  bis 
cotton  gin  that  many  in  the  United  States  otw 
their  wealth  atid  comforts;  but  for  this,orsoin« 
equivalent  instrument,  poverty,  barrcnnesSj  m 
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aste,  would  infest  an  extensive  and  valaable 
srtioD  of  the  United  Stales.  The  opinion  of 
itgt  JohDson,  an  iphabitant  of  South  Carolina, 
too  appropriate  to  be  omitted ;  in  deciding  in 
If  case  of  Whitney. v«.  Carter,  he  proceeded: 
With  regard  to  the  utility  of  this  discovery,  tbe 
}i2rt  would  deem  it  a  waste  of  time  to  dwell 
tog  upon  this  topic.  Is  there  a  mata  who  hears 
I  who  has  not  experienced  its  utility  ?  The 
hole  interior  of  the  Southern  States  was  lan- 
lisbiug,  and  its  inhabitaots  emigrating,  (or  want 
some  object  to  engage  their  attention  and  em- 
oj  their  industry,  wnen  the  invention  of  this 
achioe  at  once  opened  views  to  them  which  set 
e  whole  country  in  active  motion.  From  child- 
)od  to  age  it  has  presented  us  a  lucrative  em- 
oyment.  Individuals  who  were  depressed  with 
}rerty,  and  sunk  in  idleness,  have  suddenly  risen 
wealih  and  respectability.  Our  debts  have  been 
lid  off.  our  capitals  increased,  and  our  lands  are 
ebled  in  value.  We  cannot  express  the  weight 
obligatiuQ  which  the  eouQtry  owes  to  this  in- 
iDtioD;  the  extent  of  it  cannot  now  be  seen." 
dwards,  in  his  History  of  the  West  Indies,  says 
e  green  seed  cotton  oflfers  many  advantages  to 
e manufacturer;  but,  for  the  want  of  a  proper 
strumenl  to  separate  the  wool  from  the. seed, 
he  value  of  the  commodity  b  not  equal  to  the 

DAS 


pounds.  This,  at  fifteen  cents  per  pound,  presenta 
us  with  an  annual  income  of  nfteen  million  dol* 
lars.  If  the  saw  gin  of  Whitney  bad  not  beeni 
brought  to  light,  the  green-  seed  cotton  could  only 
be  cultivatea  by  those  planters  who  have  a  su- 
perabundant number  of  laborers  on  their  planta- 
tions, to  give  them  employ  ment  at  times  when  they 
otherwise  would  have  gone  idle.  Sea  Island  cotton 
can  only  be  raised  in  a  very  limited  district  of  the 
Union,  and  it  is  not  so  fit  for  all  purposes  as  the 
other  species.  By  hand,  an  industrious  man  may 
pick  one  pound  of  cotton  per  day;  a  machine  of 
a  moderate  size,  attended  by  a  boy  to  feed  it,  will 
do  the  same  for  one  thousand  poands  per  dav. 
Horse,  water,  or  steam  power  may  be  appliea; 
one  roan  may  readily  attend  ten  oi  these;  the 
quantity  they  would  furnish  for  packing, is  incal- 
culable. The  facts  we  have  just  stated  are  known 
td  all  our  cotton  planters ;  such  of  them  as  are 
connected  with  commerce,  are  derived  from  the 
Treasury  repo/ts  and  books  of  authority  en  the 
subject.  We  could  mention  many  other  instances 
where  raluabie  machines  have  benefited  the  Uni- 
ted States;  this  is  considered  superfluous.  Your 
Committee. for  the  reasons  which  they  have  alrea- 
dy assignea,  must  remain  satisfied  with  ofierine 
this  report,  in  part,  for  the  present;  had  timeanT 
circumstances  permitted,  they  would  have  pre- 


that  are  requisite  io  preparing  it  for  market.'tsented  for  your  consideration  a  detailed  system, 


efore  the  gin  was  invented,  this  species  of  cot- 
D  was  only  cultivated  for  domebtic  purposes, 
id  for  supplying  wick  for  the  lamps  that  are 
ed  in  sugar  boiling.  Formerly,  cotton  wool 
b  imported  into  the  United  States;  that  ob- 
ioed  from  the  British  West  India  pckssessions, 
an  average  of  three  years  from  1768  to  1771, 
loanted  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand 
reo  hundred  and  forty-eight  pounds ;  and  from 
Der  places,  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand 
e  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds.  In  1783, 
fx  the  peace  with  Great  Britain^  it  was  pro- 
sed we  might  furnish  ourselves  with  the  neces- 
ry  quantity  of  cotton  wool  from^he  Dutch  set- 
meots  at  Surinam;  no  one  then  imagined  it 
old  be  cultivated  in  the  United  States  to  be 
ide  an  object  of  commerce. '  In  1791  it  was 
oved  that  cotton  mi$:ht  be  cultivated  to  advan- 
ce in  the  United  States;  in  this  same  year 
neteen  thousand  two  hundred  pounds,  thegrovvth 
the  United  States,  was  shipped  to  Europe,  and 
i  want  of  a  machine  to  separate  the  wool  from 
*.  seed  was  soon  found  to  be  essentially  necessa- 
But  fur  the  ipvention  of  Whitney,  which 
IS  broujgbt  to  perfection  in  the  year  1793,  the 
lited  States  would  have  continued  to  be  im^ 
rters  of  this  article.  The  annual  quantity  made 
:reased  every  year,  until,  in  1810,  we  exported, 
the  growth  of  the  country,  ninety-three  million 
0  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  four  hun- 
^d  and  sixtv-two  {)0unds,  of  which  quantity 
hty-four  millions  six  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
)usand  and  seventy-eight  pounds,  only,  were  I  in  «opP*["^" 

a  Island  or  long  staple.    Besides  the  quantity  /»'•"■*?'?«►  »*^  *-*-**  x--  ^.       ..     . 
ported,  sixteen  million  pounds  of  the  short  sta-  expeoM  ''''-.      .  :  <»  -    - 


with  rules  and  regulations  for  its  execution;  they 
indulge  in  the  hope  to  furnish  these  at  a  more 
suitable  time. 

ADAM  SEY5ERT,  Chairman. 


CoMMrrTEE  Room,  May  25, 1812. 

Sir  •  The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  viz :  . 

"  Reiolvedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  persons  employed  in,  and 
to  inquire  into  the.  state  and  condition  ofj  that 
branch  of  the  Department  of  State  wherein  are 
preserved  the  models  of  machines  for  which  pat- 
ents have  been  granted  by  the  United  Slates,  and 
whether  any,  and  what,  fees  hare  been  demanded 
by  the  clerks  therein." 

The  Committee  have  instructed  me  to  request 
of  you  any  general  observations  whicn  you  may 
think  proper  to  communicate  respecting  the  pat- 
ent establishment  of  the  United  Stales;  whether 
any  necessary  alterations  ia  the  act  authorizing 

the  establishment  have  5"^.^JrJ"i*^^^^»  '*» 
you ;  the  amount  of  fe^  '"X^^^t ^  r  "^^  ^^ 
iV  any  instances  are  kaowa  where  exua  fees  hare 
been  demanded  or  receir^fr^^^^  orpeiw 

sons  employed  in  thnt  bnaeh  of  the  Oeptrtmear 

""^ W hat  bMS  been  the g^^aiouut  of  fees  .-r 
ceived  for  pirenr*-  f^^t^  froja  the  cooia^ 

melt  0  the 'st^^^  «•>  «^e  3l*x  ia/  ^ 

fember/isn;  whMt  amount  b^  ^^  ,j> 


ually  consumed  in  our  country,  ^^j^^l^J^^l^t 
nnual  crop  of  one  hundred  miUioalthef<^ 


are  ann 

e  an  annual  crop 


naeXfe^Mi  U'  sc>.  w^^:  ^>  r 
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The  Corpraittee  regret,  at  this  time,  to  give 
you  the  trouble  imposed  by  the  above  queries,  be* 
^ause  they  are  convinced  other  objects,  more  im- 
mediately connected  with  the  Department  of 
State,  demand  your  serious  attention;  neverthe- 
less, this  occasion  may  enable  you,  by  a  proper 
representation,  to  separate  the  patent  establish- 
;nent  from  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  afford 
you  an  opportunity  co  suggest  an  organization 
more  proper  than  the  present  for  the  depot  of 
models.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

ADAM  SEYBERT,  Chairman. 

-Hon.  James  Monroe,  Secretary  ofBtaie. 


Department  of  State,  June  lOv  1812. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  25th  ultimo,  and  regret  that  other  duties 
of  the  office,  particularly  connected  with  the  pres- 
ent state  of  public  affairs,  should  have  pressed  so 
heavily  upon  me  as  to  have  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble to  give  it  an  earlier  answer. 

Your  inquiries  point  to  two  principal  objects; 
first,  the  organization  of  the  patent  establishment ; 
and.  secondly,  the  conduct  of  the  offi^cers  now 
employed  in  it,  in  respect  to  the  fees  which  they 
have  received  for  their  services. 

On  the  first  head,  the  organization  of  the  Pat- 
ent Office,  you  wish  me  to  state  whether,,in  my 
opinion,  some  essential  change  in  it  might  not  be 
made  with  advantage,  and,  particularly,  whether 
it  ought  not  to  be  separated  from  the  Department 
of  Slate  ? 

In  meeting  this  inqtiiry,  I  am  naturally  led  to 
examine  another  question,  whether  the  Patent 
Office  might  not  be  independent  of  every  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  ami  amenable  to  the 
President  only?  If  this  is  believed  to  be  the  case^ 
its  separation  from  the  Departvient  of  State  ne- 
cessarily results  from  it. 

I  have  always  thought  that  every  institution, 
of  what  nature  soever  it  might  be,  ought  to  he 
comprised  within  some  one  of  the  Departments 
of  Government,  the  chief  of  which  only  should 
be  responsible  to  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate 
of  the  natron.  The  establishment  of  inferior  in- 
dependent Departments,  the  heads  of  which  are 
not,  and  ought  not  to  be,  members  of  the  Admin- 
istration, appears  to  me  to  be  liable  to  many  seri- 
ous objections,  which  will  doubtless  occur  to  you. 
I  will  mention  the  following  only,  first,  that  the 
concerns  of  such  inferior  Departments  cauanot  be 
investigateii  and  discussed  with  the  same  advan- 
tage in  the  meetings  and  deliberations  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, as  they  might  be  if  the  perspn 
charged  with  them  was  present.  The  second  is 
that,  to  remedy  this  inconvenience,  the  President 
would,  necessarily,  become  the  head  of  that  De- 
partment himself,  and  thus  be  drawn  into  much 
investigation,  in  detail,  that  would  take  his  atten- 
tion from  more  general  and  important  concerns, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  interest. 

Supposing  the  general  organization  of  the  De- 

fartments  of  Government  to  remain  as  they  are, 
am  not  aware  that  the  Patent  Office  conld,  with 
more  propriety,  be  attached  to  either  of  the  other 


Departments  than  to  the  Department  of  State.  I 
must,  however,  observe  that  I  am  conscious  thai 
I  have  not  been  able,  since  I  hare  had  the  honor 
of  being  employed  in  this  Department,  to  pay  to 
the  Patent  Office  all  tjie  attention  which  itiiat 
alt  times,  my  desire  to  bestow  on  any  portioo  of 
the  public  duties  confided  (o  me.  The  foreign 
concerns  of  o\ir  country  eonstlttite,  in  themselm 
a  sufficient  trust  for  the  person  at  the  head  of  this 
Department.  They  are  very  extensive,  compli- 
cated, and  important,  ainl  are  becoming  more  so 
daily.  The  growth  and  rising  importance  of  the 
United  States  necessarily  produce  that  effect, bat 
the  Department  of  State  is  also  charged  with 
a  correspondence  with  the  Territorial  Gomih 
ments,  Governors  of  the  several  States,  d&c. 

If  the  Patent  Office  remains  attached  totbi! 
Department,  or  is  placed  under  either  of  the  other 
Departments,  I  think  that  the  person  employed 
at  its  head  ought  to  have  the  power  of  frankios 
letters.  It  would  save  to  the  Secretary  of  liK 
Department  much  tion^  in  receiving  and  forward- 
ing* letters  to  that  office,  and  franking  letters  froo 
him.  The  business  of  the  Patent  Office  wouid 
also  be  much  facilitated  thereby. 

These  remarks,  you  will  readily  perceive,  are 
written  in  too  much  haste  to  give  that  aid  on  the 
subject  that  I  should  be  happy  to  afford. 

I  hare  to  observe  that  I  have  inquired  into  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  Pateot 
Office,  respecting  the  fees  they  hare  received,  aod 
that  1  have  cause  to  be  well  satisfied  with  it.  The 
Committee  will  doubtless  make  further  ioquiry 
into  the  subject.  I  refer  you  to  a  statement  on 
^his'poiot  from  Doctor  Thornton,  marked  A.  Ttte 
fees  allowed  by  law  are  confined  to  the  Tressory 
fee  of  $30,  and  the  copying  fees,  mentioned  in  the 
eleventh  section  of  the  patent  law,  2d  voLoftbe 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  are  twenty  ceou  for 
every  hundred  words,  and  two  dollars  for  the  copy 
of  every  drawing. 

The  gross  amount  of  fees  received  for  patepts, 
granted  from  the  commencement  of  the  establi^li- 
ment  to  the  31st  day  of  December  1811,  is  $49,- 
11(X  The  particular  statement  is  given  is  the 
accompanying  paper  B. 

I  do  npt  know  of  any  expenditure  in  support  of 
the  patent  establishment,  except  what  may  hire 
been  absorbed  in  the  unfinished  preparatioo  of 
two  rootns  for  the  models  in  the  hotel;  bot as 
these  expenditures  include  also  the  repairs  of  tbe 
buildins,  and  preparations  for  the  General  Post 
Office,  J  can  only  give  the  aggregate  sams  ex- 
pended, which  amount  to  $3,679  32.  WbaieTtf 
was  expended  previous  to  the  removal  of  tbe  of- 
fice, was  for  stationery,  cases,  &c.,  whicb  were  in 
common  with  other  objects  of  the  Departmentof 
State,  and  paid  for.by  the  contingent  fund.  If^»J 
salary  of  Doctor  Thornton  should  be  copsidered 
as  applicable,  I  enclose  a  statement  of  bis  saltrf 
till  the  end  of  the  year  1811,  C.  Mr.  Lyon's  saN 
ary,  from  the  first  of  June,  1810,  to  1st  of  Apni. 
1811,  paid,  amounts  only  to  $416  66. 

There  is  no  account  kept  in  the  Deparimcnt  w 
Stale  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  tbe  l*^* 
ent  establishment,  because  the  fees  ar^  paid  iaifli<^ 
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iiatejjr  into  the  Treasury  of  th^  Uaited  States, 
md  to  annaal  report  made  thereof,  from  which 
be  suiemeat  B  is  taken. 

la  reply  tayourJast  inquiry,  I  beg  leave-to  re- 
er  to  the  paper  marked  D.  ft  may  be  proper  to 
»bserve  that,  pcior  to  the  year  1802|  the  patents  for 
iseful  ioventioDs  were  made  put  by  the  clerks 
mployed  in  the  general  business  of  the  Depart- 
Dent,  and  that,  ihefeiore,  the  expense  to  the  pub- 
ic attending  the  issuing  of  I  hem  cannot  be  pre- 
iseljr  stated.  Since  that  period  a  more  satisfac- 
ory  estimate  can  be  oiade;  eren  this  last  estimate 
I  founded,  ia  part,  on  conjecture,  as  a  separate 
ccount  has  not  been  kept  of  the  stationery,  fuel, 
kc.,  used  in  the  Patent  Office.    I  have  the  honor 

0  be,  du;.  JAMES  MONROB. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  Setbert. 

A. 

Ido  solemnly  affirm  and  declare,  that,  to  the  best 
f  my  knowledge  and  belief,  Mr.  Lyon  has  never 
emsoded  nor  received  any  fees  for  business  done 

1  the  Patenc  Office;  nor  has  he  ever  demanded^ 
3  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and . belief,  more 
Imd  the  law  allows,  viz:  twenty  cents  for  every 
opy  of  one  hundred  words,  (see  Laws  of  the 
fnited  States^  vol.  2,  page  206,  section  11,)  and 
nly  for  copies  written  in  his  private  hours. 

I  do  further  solemnly  affirm  and  declare,  that  I 
are  been  ia  public  offices  of  the  United  States 
early  eighteen  years,  and  that  I  never  received, 
rhile  in  any  office  to  whiclra  salary  was  attach* 
i,  a  sinele  fee.  I  was  appointed  ia  1794,  by 
leoeral  Washington,  a  commissioner  of  the  city 
r  Washington,  with  a  salary  of  $1,600  per  an- 
Qm,  and  remained  till  the  Board  was  dissolved 
f  the  Honorable  the  Congress.  I  was,  on  Mr. 
.dams's  retirine  from  public  life,  appointed  one 
f  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  confirmed  by  Mr. 
ifferson.  The*  fees  of  office  I  received  as  the 
ws  allowtrdi  (for  there  was  qq  salary,)  and  J 
ive  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  till  the 
resent  time;  but  during  this  service  the  Congress 
laoied  a  law  that  no  magistrate  of  the  United 
tales  should  be  entitled  to  a  fee.  On  this  every 
Ktice  of  the  peace  between  the  Capitol  and 
eorgetown  resigned,  but  myself ;  and  though  I 
ipposed  that  the  law  could  not  anect  those  who 
ere  previously  appointed,  and  the  same  opinion 
»rerned  the  conduct  of  others  who  took  fees,  yet 
unwilling  was  I  to  do  anything  that  could  show 
e  least  inclination  to  violate  what  might  be  the 
tention  of  the  Representatives  of  the  .people^ 
at,  from  that  moment,  I  refused  to  receive  fees, 
td  had  the  wliole  duties  to  execute,  between  the 
ipitol  and  Georgetown,  which  were  exceedingly 
grassing;  nor  did  I  receive  a  single  fee,  during 
y  services,  for  four  years,  except  one,  at  the 
ne  a  pauper  was  at  my  door,  that  I  might  give 
to  him.  I  was  appointed  in  the  latter  end  of 
e  year  1802  to  my  present  duties,  by  the  presejut 
esident,  then  Secretary  of  State,  and,  as  the.re- 
ipts  of  patents  the  preceding  year  did  not  much 
ceed  $1,400,  I  could  not,  with  propriety,  re* 
ire  more;  but  the  President,  Mr.  Jefferson,  an* 
inted  me  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Bank- 


ruptcy, which  he  supposed,  with  my  duiies  as  a 
magistrate,  would  altogether  give  me  $2,000  per 
annum,  at  least.  That  office  ceased  in  about  a 
year  and  a  half,  in  which  time  I  did  not,  I  believe, 
receive  $150;  for,  in  many  bard  cases,  I  thought 
it  only  increasing  distresses  already  safficteot, 
and  I  declined  the  fees.  The  duties  of  my  pres- 
ent office  have  been  increasing,  till  they  have  ber 
come  truly  oppressive^  and  require  more  aid. 

The  present  President,  when  Secretary  ol 
State,  thought  me  entitled  to  an  increase  of  sal- 
ary, ^fore  he  left  that  office,  and  paid  me  the 
two  last  quarters,  at  the  rate  of  $2,000  per  an- 
num. The  late  Secretary  of  State  made  a  rep- 
resentation to  your  honorable  body  in  royfavor, 
and  wished  that  salarv  to  be  continued,  which  he 
gave  in  a  memorandum  from  the  1st  of  June, 
1810.  (Original  ia  the  hands  of  the  honorable 
Mr.Cheves,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.) 

The  present  Secretary  of  State  has  done  me 
the  honor  not  only  to  express  this  opinion  to  me, 
but  likewise  to  the  Congress,  and  he  would  have 
continued  tha^  salary  to  me.  if  bis  predecessor 
had,  by  a  more  exnlicit  estimate,  obtained  suffi- 
cient funds  from  the  Congress;  out  n^ore  assist- 
ance, in  the  Department  of  State  being  required, 
the  funds  fell  shorty  and,  consequently,  my  regu- 
lar salary,  for  some  quarters  back,  was  discon- 
tinued ;  and  I  can  truly  state  that  the  consequent 
embarrassment  has  reduced  me  to  the  necessity 
of  borrowing  small  sums  for  support,  and  at  the 
same  time  I  have  returned  many  lees  of  five  and 
ten  dollars  at  a  time ;  for  I  could  not  be  induced, 
by  anv  distress,  to  .break  through  the  rule  that 
has  always  governed  my  official  conduct,  of 
never  receiving  a  fee. 

WILUAM  THORNTON. 

B. 

Statement  ef  the  feee  received  on  letten  patent. 


1793.  For  fees  on 

letters  patent 

—             • 

$660 

171)4.        « 

<i 

670 

1796.        " 

« 

*                        s         < 

600 

1796.        '< 

- 

«« 

1,380 

1797.        •' 

M 

• 

1,47P 

1798.        *« 

U 

870 

1799.        " 

« 

•^ 

.       1,369 

1800.        « 

«« 

i;230 

1801.         « 

t€ 

-       1,410 

1802.  W.  Thornton 

was  appointed  during 

this  year 

•        ■ 

2,100 

1808.  Per  fees  on 

letters  patent 

2,910 

1804.        " 

tt 

2,670 

1806.        '* 

<« 

1,710 

1806.        «* 

M 

.   - 

2,400 

1807.        « 

1 

M 

2,860 

1808.        « 

U 

•• 

4,860 

1809.        « 

<» 

6,690 

1810.        " 

<f 

6^«60 

1811.        •* 

U 

6,810 

' 

• 

• 

$49,110 

Extract  from  the  books  of  this  office .-      » 

For  the  Register,  JOS.  STRETCH. 

TaxAsuav  DxPABTMairr, 

RegUter'i  Office,  April  16,  1812. 
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C. 

7b  WilUam  T%omton,fir  kis  services  in  the  Patent 
Office  of  the  Department  of  State. 

1603.  January  6, 

April  6, 

Jaly  6,  • 

October  7, 


1804.  January  6, 
April  4, 
July  11, 
Octobez  11, 

1805.  January  3, 
April  3, 
October  17,' 

1806.  April  32, 
July  7, 
Nov.       11, 

1807.  March  21, 
April  18, 
July  7, 
October  15, 

1808.  January  28, 
AprU  10, 
July  16, 
October  24, 

1809.  January  11, 
April  19, 
October  J  8, 

1810.  January  3, 
April  10, 
July  7, 
October    2, 

1811.  January  4, 
April  2, 
July        10, 


$700  00 
350  00 
350  00 
350  00 

350  00 

350  00 

'  350  00 

350  00 

350  00 
350  00 
700  00 

700  00 
350  00 
850  00 

350  00 
350  00 
^50  00 
350  00 

350  00 
350  00 
350  00 
500  t)6 

500  00 
500  00 
700  00 


$1,750  00 


1,400  OQ 


1,400  00 


1,400  00 


1,400  00 


1,550  00 


342  50* 
350  00* 
399  98* 
500  00 


1,700  00 


500  00 
500  00 
500  00 


1,592  48 


Nov.         2,  (deficiency  $225)  275  00 


1,775  00 


Extract  from  tbe  books  of  this  office : 

For  the  Regwter,  JOS.  STREtCH. 

TaSASUBT  PsPARTXlirT, 

:  Register*a  Office,  April  16,  1811. 

D. 

There  has  been  received  at  the  Treasury,  as  appears 
by  the  paper  marked  C,  on  ietteiii  patent  ibr  uselul 
inventions,  from  the  year  1793  to  1801^  inclusive, 
the  sum  of         ...  $9,450  00 

Expense  atlending^  the  issuing 
these  patents,  supposed  to  be 
about  -        -        -        -    7,357  00 

$2,098  00 

Slttoe  the  year  1802,  when  Dr. 

Thornton    was    exclusively 

charged  with  that  bnstneas, 

to  the  end  of  the  year  1811, 

there  has  been  received        -  39,660  00 


•  Deficiency  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  appro- 
priation, 4tc 


His  salary,  including  what  was 
paid  a  clerk,  as  an  assistant, 
amounts  to       •  $14,873  66 

Supposed  expendi- 
turesincurred  by 
the  office  Ibr 
parchment,  print- 
uig,  dtc     -        •      2,000  00 


16,373  66 


23^8«34 
25,37934 


ADDRESS. 


Tlie  undersigned,  Members  of  the  House  ofRepTf- 
serUatives^  to  their  respective  constituents: 

A  Republic  has  Tor  its  basis  the  capacity  airf 
right  of  the  people  to  go  rem  themselres.  A 
main  principle  of  a  Representative  Republic  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  Representatives  to  their 
conatiiuents.  Freedom  and  publicity  of  debate 
are  essential  to  the  preservation  of  such  foriK 
of  Qovernmfcnt.  Bvery  arbitrary  abridgmeorof 
the  right  of  speech  in  Representatives,  is  a  direct 
iufringement  of  the  liberty  of  the  people.  Erery 
unnecessary  coDcealraent  of  their  proceediogs,  in 
approximaiion  towards  tyranny.  When,  by  sys- 
tematic rules,  a  majority  takes  to  itself  the  rigiit. 
at  its  pleasure,  of  limiting  «|^eech,  or  deDyiogit 
altogether;  wnen  secret  sessions  multiply;  asi 
in  proportion  to  the  importance  of  questions. is 
the  studious  concealment  of  debate,  a  people  miy 
be  assured  that,  such  practices  coDtiouing,  their 
freedom  is  but  short-lived. 

Reflections,  auch  as  these,  have  heeo  forced 
upon  the  attention  of  the  undersigned,  Members 
of  tire  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uait^ 
States,  by  tbe  events  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  .  They  have  witnessed  a  principle 
adopted  as  the  law  Df  the  House,  by  whieh,ao* 
der  a  novel  applioation  of  the  previous  question, 
a  power  is  assumed  by  the  majority  to  deny  the 
pnvlle^e  of  speech,  at  any  stage,  and  under  aaf 
eircnmstanees  of  debate.  Aotl  recently,  byaa 
Qnpreeedented  assumption,  the  right  togireret- 
sons  for  an  original  motion  has  been  made  to  i*- 
pend  upon  the  will  of  the  majority. 

Principles  more  hostile  than  these  totheeii^' 
eace  of  Representative  liberty,  cannot  essiif  be 
conceived.  It  (s  not,  however,  on  these  accouats, 
weighty  as  they  are,  that  the  undersigned  hare 
undertaken  this  address.  A  subject  of  hi^rb^r  aoi 
more  immediate  importance  impels  (hem  to  the 
present  duty. 

The  momentous  question  of  war  with  Gmi 
BriiaiQ^  is  decided.  On  this  topic,  so  vital  to  yoor 
interests,  tbe  right  of  public  debate  in  thefse^of 
the  world,  and  especially  of  their  coostitueoa 
has  been  denied  to  your  Representatives.  Thef 
have  heen  called  into  secret  session,  on  this  tnos< 
interesting  of  all  your  public  relations,  altboogh 
the  circumstances  of  the  time,  and  of  tke  oatioo, 
afforded  no  one  reason  for  sfcreey,  unless  it  be 
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oQDd  io  the  apprehension' of  the  effect  of  public 
lebate  on  poblic  opinion  ;  or  of  public  opinion  on 
he  result  of  the  rote. 

Eicept  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
Joited  States,  which  is  now  before  the  pnblic, 
lothing  confidential  .was  commanicated.    The 
Message  contained  no  fact,  not  preriouslv  known. 
io  ooe  reason  for  war  Was  intimated,  nut  such 
IS  was  of  a  nature  public  and  notorious.    The 
ntentlon  to  wage  war  and  invade  Canada,  had 
leeo  long  since  openly  avowed.  The  object  or  hos* 
lie  menace  had  been  ostentatiously  announced. 
fhe  inadequacy  of  both  our  Army  and  Nary,  for 
uccessful  iavasionf  and  the  insufficiency  of  the 
brtifications  for  the  security  of  our  seaboard, 
rere  everywhere  known.    Yet  the  doors  of  Con- 
gress were  shut  upon  the  people.    They  hare 
teen  carefully  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  progress 
»f  measures,  until  the  purposes  of  Administration 
rere  coosnmmated,  and  the  fate  of  the  country 
ealed.    In  a  situation  so  extraordinary,  the  un* 
lersigned  have  deemed  it  their  duty  by  no  act  of 
beirs  to  sanction  a  proceeding  so  novel  and  ar- 
litniry.    On  the  contrary,  they  made  every  at- 
empt  in  their  ^wer  to  attain  publicity  for  their 
proceedings.  All  such  attempts  were  vain.  When 
bis  momentous  subject  was  stated  as  for  debate, 
hey  demanded  that  the  doors  should  be  opened. 
Phis  being  refused,  they  declined  diseuseton  ; 
mng  perfectly  convinced,  from  indications  too 
»lata  to  be  misunderstood,  that  in   the  .House 
ill  argument  with  closed  doors  was  hopeless; 
iiid  that  any  act  giving  implied  validity  to  so 
lagrant  an  abuse  of  power,  would  be  little  less 
baa  treachery  to  the  essential  right*  of  a  free 
leople.  Id  the  situation  to  which  the  undersigned 
ta7e  thus  been  reduced,  they  are  compelled  re- 
nctantly  to  resort  to  this  public  declaration  of 
Qch  views  of  the  state  and  relations  of  thecoun^ 
ry.as  determined  theit  judgment  and  vote  upon 
he  question  of 'war.*  A  measure  of  this  kind  has 
ippoared  to  the  undersigned  to  be  more  imperiously 
lemaoded.  by  the  cireumstanceof «  message  and 
oaoifesto 'being  prepared,  and  circulated  at  pub- 
ic eicpense,  in  which  the  causes  for  war  were 
numerated,  and  the  motives  for  it  concentrated, 
D  a  manner  suited  to  agitate  and  influence  the 
)ttblic  mind.    In  Executing  this' task,  it  will  be 
be  study  of  the  undersigned  to  reconcile  the  doty 
bey  owe  to  the  people,  with  that  constitutional 
espect,  which  is  due  to  the  administrators  of 
tublic  concerns. 

Io  commencing  this  view  of  our  afiairs,  the  un- 
lersigned  would  fail  in  duty  to  themselves,  did 
bey  refrain  from  recurring  to  the  course  in  rela- 
ioQ  to  public  measures,  which  they  adopted  and 
lave  undeviatingly  pursued  frdm  the  commence- 
Qent  of  this  long  and  eventful  session ;  in  which 
bey  deliberately  sacrificed  every  minor  consid- 
ration  to  what  they  deemed  the  best  interests  of 
he  country. 

For  a  succession  of  years,  the  undersigned  have 
rom  principle  disapproved  a  series  of  restrictions 
ipon  commerce,  according  to  their  estimation,  in* 
fficient  as  respected  foreign  nations,  and  injurious 
hiefly  to  ourselves.    Success,  in  the  system,  had 


become  identified  with  th^  pride,  the  character,  and 
the  hope  of  our  Cabinet.  As  is  natural  with  men, 
who  hare  a  great  stake  depending  on  the  success 
of  a  farorite  theory,  pertinacity  seemed  to  increase 
as  its  hopelessness  became  apparent.  As  the  in* 
efficienev  of  this  system  could  not  be  admitted, 
by  its  adroeates,  without  insuring  its  abandon- 
ment, ill  success  was  carefully  attributed  to  the 
influence  of  opposition. 

To  this  cause  the  people  were  taogfat  to  charge 
it» successive  failures,  and  not  to  its  intrinsic  im- 
becility. In  this  state  of  thia^,  the  undersigned 
dnemed  it  proper  to  take  away  all  apology  for 
adherence  to  this  oppressive  system.  They  were 
desirous,  at  a  perioKd  so  critical  in  public  afiairs, 
as  far  as  was  consistent  with  the  indepreadence  of 
opinion,  to  contribute  to  the  restoratien  ofhar* 
mony  in  the  public  councils,  and  concord  among 
the  people.  And  if  any  advantage  could  be  thus 
obtained  in  our  foreign  relations,  the  undersigned, 
being  engaged  in  no  purpose  of  personal  or  party 
advancement,  would  rejoice  in  such  an  occur* 
rence. 

The  course  of  public  measures  also,  at  the 
opening  of  the  session,  gave  hope  that  an  enlarged 
and  enlightened  system  of  defence,  with  provision 
for  security  of  our  maritime  rights,  was  about  to 
be  commenced;  a  purpose,  which,' wherever  found, 
they  deemed  it  their  dutyao  foster  by  giving  to 
any  system  of  measures,  thus  comprehensive,  as 
unobstructed  a  course  as  was  consistent  with- their 
general  sense  of  public  dnty.  After  a  course  of 
pdlicy  thus  liberal  and  conciliatory,  it  was  cause 
of  regret  that  a  communication  should  have  been 
purchased  by  an  unprecedented  expenditure  of 
secret  service  money,  and  used  by  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate to  disseminate  suspicion  and  jealousy; 
and  to  excite  resentment  among  the  citizens,  by 
suggesting  imputations  against  a  portion  of  them, 
as  unmerited  by  their  patriotism,  as  unwarranted 
by  evidence. 

It  has  always  been  the  opinion  of  the  under* 
si^ed,  that  a  system  of  peace  was  the  policy, 
which  most  comported  with  the  character,  con- 
dition, and'  interest  of  the  United  States;  that 
their  remoteness  from*  the  theatre  of  contest  in 
Europe  was  their  peculiar  felicity,  and  that  no- 
thing but  a  necessity,  absolutely  imperious,  should 
induce  them  to  enter  as  parties  into  wars,  in 
which  every  consideration  of  virtue  and  policy 
seems  to  be  forgotten,  under  the  overbearing  sway 
of  rapacity  and  ambition.  There  is  a  new  era  in 
human  afiairs.  The  European  world  is  convulsed. 
The  advantages  of  our  own  situation  are  pecu- 
liar. *  *'  Why  quit  our  own  to  stand  upon  foreij^a 
ground  1  Wny,  by  interweaving  our  destiny  with 
that  of  any  part  of  Europe,  entangle  our  peace 
and  prosperity  in  the  toils  of  European  ambition, 
rivalship,  interest,  humor,  or  caprice?^ 

In  addition  to  the  many  moral  and  prudential 
considerations,  which  should  deter  thoughtful 
men  irom  hastening  into  the  perils  of  such  a  war, 
there  were  some  peculiar  to  the  United  States, 
resulting  from  the  texture  of  the  Gh>vernment 
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and  the  political  relations  of  the  people.  A  form 
of  government,  in  no  small  degree  experimental, 
composed  of  powerful  and  independent  sovereign- 
ties, associated  in  relations,  some  of  which  are 
critical,  as  well  as  novel,  should  not  be  hastily 
precipitated  into  situations,  calculated  to  put  to 
tcial  the  strength  of  the  moral  bond,  hy  which 
they  are  united.  Of  all  states,  that  of  war  is  most 
likely  to  callaato  activity  the  passions,  which  are 
hostile  and  dangerous  to  such  a  fofm  of  govern- 
ment. Time  is  yet  important  to  our  country  to 
settle  and  mature  its  recent  institutions.  Above 
all,  it  appeared  to  the  undersigned,  from  si^ ns  not 
to  he  mistakeif,  that  if  we  entered  upon  this  war, 
we  did  it  as  a  divided  people^  not  only  from  a 
sense  of  the  inadequacy 'of  our  means  to  success, 
but  from  moral  and  political  objections  of  great 
weight  and  very  general  influence. 

It  appears  to  the  undersigned,  that  the  wrongs, 
of  which  the  United  States  have  to  complain,  al* 
though  in  some  aspects  very  grievous  to  our  in- 
terests, and  in  many  humiliating  to  our  pride, 
were  yet  of  a  nature  which,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  world,  either  wouia  not  justify  war^  or 
which  war  would  not  remedy.  Thus,  for  instance, 
the  hovering  of  British  vessels  upon  our  coasts, 
and  the  occasional  insults  to  our  ports,  impe- 
riously demanded  such  aayatematic  application  of 
harbor  and  seacoast  defence,  as  would  repel  such 
nggressions,  but.  in  no  light  can:  they  be  consid- 
ered as  making  a  resort  to  war,  at  the  present 
time,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  either  ne- 
cessary or  expedient.  .  So,  abo,  with  respecl  to 
the  Indian  war,  of  the  origin  of  which  but  very 
imperfect  information  has  yet  been  given  to  the 
puDlic.  Without  any  expresa  act  of  Congress, 
an  expedition  waa,<  last  year,  set  on  foot  and 

Erosecuted  into  the  Indian  territory,  which  had 
een  relinquished  by  treaty,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States.  And  now  we  are  told  about  agency 
of  British  traders,  as  to  Indian  hostilities.  It  de- 
serves consideration,  whether  there  has  been  such 
pfrovident  attention,  as  would  have  been  proper  to 
remove  any  cause  of  complaint,  either  real  or  im^ 
aginary,  which  the  Indians  might  allege,  and  to 
secure  their  friendship.  With  all  the  sympathy 
^nd  anxiety  excited  by  the  state  of  that  frontier, 
important  a%  it  may  be,  to  apply  adequate  means 
of  protection  against  the  Indians,  how  is  its  safety 
insured  by  a  declaratioo  of  war,  which  adds  the 
British  to  the  number  of  enemies? 

As  '*a  decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  man- 
kind" has  not  indaced  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
ffressto  concur  in  declaring  the  reasons,  or  motives, 
lor  their  enacting  a  declaratioa  of  war,  the  under- 
signed and  the  public  are  left  to  search,  elsewhere, 
for  causes  either  real  or  ostensible.  If  we  are  to 
consider  the  President  of  the  Unite<i  States,  and 
the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
on  foreign  relations,  as  speaking  on  this  solemn 
occasion,  for  Congress,  the  United  States  have 
three  principal  topics  of  complaint  against  Great 
Britain :  Impressments,  Blockades,  and  Orders  in 
Council.  N 

Concerning  the  subject  of  impressment,  the 
undersigned  sympathize  with  our  Unfortunate 


seamen,  the  victims  of  this  abase  of  power,  ud 
participate  in  the  national  aeasibility,  oo  their 
account.  They  do  not  conceal  Irom  chemselres 
both  its  imrportanee  and  its  difficulty ;  and  they 
are  well  aware  how  stubborn  is  the  will  and  bow 
blind  the  vision  of  powerful  nations,  whengtett 
interests  grow  into  controversy. 

But,  before  a  resort  to  war  forauch  iaterestt.a 
moral  nation^  will  consider  what  is  just,  aod  i 
wise  nation  what  is  expedient.  If  the  eiereise 
of  any  right  to  the  full  extent  of  its  abstract  u- 
tuce,  be  inconsistent  with  the  safety  of  aootker 
nation^  morality  seems  to  require  that,  ia  pne- 
tice,  its  exercise  should,  io  this  respect,  be  modi- 
fied. If  it  be  proposed  to  vindicate  any  right  kr 
war,  wisdom  demalids  that  it  should  be  of  a  na- 
ture, by  war,  to  be  obtained.  The  interests  con- 
nected with  the  subject  of  impressment  are  an- 
questionably  great  to  both  nations;  and,  in  the 
full  extent  of  abstract  right,  as  asserted  by  each, 
perhaps  irreconcilable. 

The  Government  of  ifae  United  Slates  asserti 
the  broad  principle  that  the  flag  of  their  mer- 
chant vessels  shall  |Mroteet  the  mariners.  Tiiis 
privilege  is  claimed,  although  every  persoa  ob 
board,  excepl  the  captain,  may  be  an  alien. 

The  British  Gtoveroment  asserts  that  the  alle- 
giance of  their  subjects  is  inalienable  is  time  of 
war,  and  that,  their  seamen«  found  on  the  sea.  the 
common  highway  of  nations,  shall  not  be  pro- 
tected by  the  flag  of  pri^rate  .merchant  vessels. 

The  undersigned  deem  it  laonecesaarv  kere  to 
discuss  the  question vof  the  American  claiin,  for 
the  immunity  of  their  flag.    But  they  oaoaoc  re* 
^rain  from  viewing  it  as  a  principle,  of  a  aataie 
yery  broad  and  eomprehenatve,  lo  the  abuse  of 
which  the  temptations  are  strong  and  numeroos. 
And  they  do  maintain  that,  before  the  alamities 
of  war,  in  vindication  of  such  a  principle,  be  ia- 
curred,  ail  ther  means  of  negotiation  should  be 
exhausted,  and  that  also  every  practicable  attempt 
should  be  made  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the 
right ;  so  that  the  acknowledged  injury,  resultiog 
to  other  nations^  should  be  checked,  if  not  pre- 
vented.   They  are  clearly  of  opinioa  that  ike 
peace  of  this  happy  and  rising  aommunityshosid 
not  be  abandoned  for  the  purpose  of  affordiag^ 
cilitiea  to  cover  French  property,  or  to  employ 
British  seamen. 

The  claim  of  Great  Briuin  to  the  services  of 
her  seamen  is  neither  novel  nor  peculiar.  Th^ 
doctrine  of  allegiance,,  for  which  she  coQteads,is 
common  to  all  <ht  Governments,  of  Eorop^- 
France,  as  well  as  Knglaad,  has  maiotaioed  it 
for  centuries.  Both  nations  claim,  in  time  of  nr, 
the  services  of  their  subjects.  Both,  bjr  decrees; 
forbid  their  entering  into  foreign  emplojr.  Boui 
recall  them  by  proclamation.  . 

No  man  can  doubt  that,  in  the  preseot  state  ot 
the  French  marine,  if  American  mercbaot  re^ 
sels  were  met  at  sea,  having  French  seaioeo  o> 
board,^  Fraaee  would  take  them.  Will  aaf  o^ 
believe  that  the  United  States  would  go  to  vi^ 
agaiaat  France  oo  that  account?  .    .. 

For  these  very  obvious  reasons,  the  prioeipK 
occasions  little  collision  with  France  or  any  other 
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natioo  except  ^osland.  With  the  English  oa- 
lioD,  (he  people  of  the  United  States  are  closely 
issimilated,  in  blood,  language,  ioterconrse,  hab- 
its, dres5,  manners,  and  character.  When  Britain 
IS  at  war  and  the  United  States  neutral,  the  mer- 
ihant  service  of  the  United  States  holds  out  to 
British  seamen  teihptattons  almost  irresistible: 
^igh  wages  and  peaceful  employ,  instead  of  low 
irages  and  war  serrice — safety  in  lieu  of  hazard 
-entire  independence  in  the  place  of  qualified 
lerritode. 
That  Bn^iand,  whose  situation  is  insular,  who 
s  engaged  m  a  war  apparently  for  her  existence, 
vhose  seamen  are  her  bnlwarlt,  should  look  upon 
he  effect  of  our  principle  upon  her  safety  with 
ealousy  is  inevitable ;  and  that  she  will  not  haz- 
ird  the  practical  consequences  of  its  Unregulated 
exercise  is  certain.  The  question  therefore  pre- 
;ented,  directly,  for  the  decision  of  the  thou^ht- 
QJ  and  virtuous  mind,  iii  this  country,  is,  whether 
far  for  such  an  abstract  right  be  justifiable,  be- 
ore  attempting  to  guard  apinst  its  iniurious 
endency  by  legislative  regulation,  in  failure'  of 
:reaty. 

A  dubious  right  should  be  advanced  with  hes- 
tation;  aa  extreme  right  should  be  asserted  With 
liscretion.  Moral  duty  requires  that  a  nation, 
wfore  it  appeals  to  arms,  shooFd  have  been  not 
)Dly  true  to  hself,  but  that  it  should  have  failed 
Q  no  duty  to  others.  If  the  exercise  of  a  right, 
D  an  uaregulated  manner,  be  in  effect  a  standing 
ovitation  to  the  subjects  of  a  foreign  Power  to 
)ecome  deserters  and  traitors,  is  it  no  injury  to 
hat  Power  ? 

Certainlv  moral  obligation  demands  that' the 
iglu  of  the  flag,  like  all  other  human  rights, 
hoald  be  so  used,  as  that^  white  it  protects  what 
s  oar  own,  irshould  not  injure  What  is  another's, 
n  a  praetical  view,  and  so  long  as  the  right  of 
lag  is  restrained  by  no  regard  to  the  undeniable 
Dierests  of  ethers,  a  war  on  account  of  impress- 
nent.  is  only  a  war  for  the  right  of  employing 
British  seamen  on  board  American  merchant 
esseis. 

The  claim  of  Oreat  Britain  pretends  to  no  fur- 
her  extent  than  to  take  British  seamen  from  pri- 
ate  merchant  vessels.  In  the  exercise  of  this 
Iftitn,  her  officers  take  American  seamen,  and 
:>reigD  seamen  in  the  American  service;  and, 
Itbough  she  disclaims  such  abuses,  and  proffers 
edress,  when  known,  yet  undoubtedly  grievous 
^juries  have  resulted  to  the  seamen  of  the  United 
•laies.  But,  the  question  is.  can  war  be  proper 
3r  such  a  cause  before  all  hope  of  reasonable  ac- 
ommodation  has  failed  1  Even  after  the  extin- 
ttisbment  -of  such  hope,  can  it  be  proper  until 
ur  own  practice  be  so  regulated  as  to  remove,  in 
Qch  foreign  nation,  any  reasonable  apprehension 
linjaryT 

The  underaigited  are  clearly  of  opinion  that 
Reemployment  of  British  seamen  in  the  mer- 
bant  service  of  the  United  States  is  as  little  re- 
oncilable  with  the  permainent  as  the  present  in- 
"««i  of  the  United  States.  The  encouragement 
I  foreign  seamen  is  the  discouragement  of  the 
Mive  American. 


The  duty  of.  the  Government  toward  this  val- 
uable class  of  men  is  not  only  to  protect  but  to 
patronise  them.  And  this  cannot  be  done  more 
effectually  than  by  securing  to  American  citizens 
the  privileges  of  American  navigation. 

The  question  of  impressment,  like  every  other 
question  relative  to  commerce,  has  been  treated 
in  sDch  a  manner,  that,  what  was  possessed  is 
tost,  without  obtaining  what  was  sought.  Preten- 
sions, right  in  theory,  and  important  in  interest, 
urged  without  due  consideration  of  our  relative 
power,  have  eventuated  in  a  praetical  abandon- 
ment, both  of  what  we  hoped  and  what  we  en- 
joyed. In  attempting  to  spread  our  flag  Qver 
foreigners,  its  distinctive  character  has  been  lost 
to  our  own  citizens. 

The  American  seamaii^  whose  interest  it  is  to 
have  no  competitors  in  his  employment,  is  sacri- 
ficed, that  British  seamen  may  have  equal  privi- 
leges with  himself. 

Rver  since  the  United  States  have  been  a  na- 
tion, this  subject  has  been  a  matter  of  com])laint 
and  negotiation ;  and  every  former  Administra- 
tion has  treated  it,  according  to  its  obvious  nature, 
as  a  subject  rather  for  arrangement  than  for  war. 
It  existed  in  the  time  of  Washington,  yet  this 
Father  of  hisCountrv  recommended  no  such  re- 
sort. It  existed  in  tne  time  of  Adams,  yet,  not- 
withstanding the  zeal  in  support  of  our  maritime 
rights  which  distinguished  his  Administration, 
war  was  niever  suggested  by  him  as  the  remedy. 
During  the  eight  years  Mr.  Jefferson  stood  at  the 
helm  of  affairs,  it  still  coatinued  a  subject  of  con- 
troversy and  negotiation;  but  it  was  never  made 
the  cause  of  war.  It  was  reserved  for  the  present 
Administration  to  press  this  topic  to  the  extreme 
and  most  dreadful  resort  of  nations;  although 
England  has  officially  disavowed  the  right  of  im- 
pressment, as  it  respects  native  citizens,  and  an 
arrangement  might  well  be  made  consistent  with 
the  fair  pretensions  of  such  as  are  naturalized. 

That  the  real  state  of  this  question  may  be  un- 
derstood, the  undersigned  recur  to  the  following 
facts,  as  supported  by  the  official  documents:  Mr. 
King^  when  Minister  in  England,  obtained  a  dis- 
avowal tf  the  British  Oovernment  of  the  right 
to  impress  American  seamen,  naturalized  as  well 
as  native,  on  the  high  seas.  An  arrangement  had 
advanced  pearly  to  a  conclusion  upon  this  basis, 
and  was  broken  off  only  because  Great  Britain 
insisted  to  retain  the  right  on  the  narrow  seas. 
What,  however,  was  the  opinion  of  the  Ameri- 
can Minister,  on  the  probability  of  an  arrange- 
ment, appears  from  the  public  documents  com- 
municated to  Congress  in  the  session  of  1808,  as 
stated  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  these  words :  **At  the 
moment  the  articles  were  expected  to  be  signed, 
an  exception  of  the  narrow  seas  was  urged  and 
insisted  on  by  Lord  St.  Vincent,  and,  being  ut- 
terly inadmissible  on  our  part,  the  negotiation 
wa^  abandoned.'^ 

Mr.  King  seems  to  be  of  opinion,  however,  that 
^  with  more  time  than  was  left  him  for  the  exper- 
iment, the  objection  migbt  have  been  overcome. 
What  time  was  left  Mr.  King  for  the  experiment, 
or  whether  any  was  ever  made,  has  not  been  dia- 
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closed  to  the  public.  Mr.  King  soon  after  return- 
ed to  America.  It  is  evident  from  Mr.  King's 
expression  that  he  was  limited  in  point  pf  time, 
and  it  is  equally  clear  that  his  opinion  was  that 
an  adjustment  could  take  place.  That  Mr.  Mad- 
ison was  also  of  the  opinion  is  demonstrated  by 
his  letters  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  dated 
the  3d  of  February,  1807,  in  which  he  uses  these 
expressions :  "  I  take  it  for  s^ranted  that  you  have 
not  failed  lo  make  use  of  the  arrangement  con- 
certed by  Mr.  Klnff  with  Lord  Hawkesbury  in 
1802,  for  settling  the  question  of  impressment." 
On  that  occasion,  and  under  that  Administration, 
the  British  principle  was  fairlv  renounced  in  favor 
of  the  right  of  our  flag,  Lord  Hawkesbury  having 
agreed  to  prohibit  impressments  on  the  high  seas, 
and  Lord  Vincent  requiring  nothing  more  than 
an  exception  of  the  narrow  seas,  an  exception 
resting  on  the  absolute  claim  of  Great  Britain  to 
some  peculiar  dominion  over  them.  Here,  then, 
we  have  a  full  acknowledgment  that  Great  Brit- 
ain was  willing  to  renounce  the  right  uf  impress- 
ment on  the  high  seas  in  favor  of  our  flag;  that 
she  was  anxious  to  arrange  the  subject. 

It  further  appears  that  the  British  Ministry 
.called  fbr  an  interview  with  Messr^.  Monroe  and 
Pinkney,  on  this  topic;  that  they  stated  the  na- 
ture of  the  claim,  the  King's  prerogative ;  that 
they  had  consulted  the  officers  and  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  I  who  all  concurred  in  sentiment,  that, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  nation,  the  relin- 
quishment of  the  right  was  a  measure  which  the 
Government  could  not  adopt  without  taking  upon 
itself  a  responsibility  which  no  Ministry  would  be 
willing  to  meet,  however  pressing  the  exigency 
might  be.  They  oflered^  however,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain^  to  pass  laws  making  it  penal  for 
the  officers  ot  the  United  States  to  ^rant  certifi- 
cates of  citizenship  to  British  subjects.  This 
will  be  found  in  the  same  documents,  in  a  letter 
from  Messr^i.  Monroe  and  Pinknev  to  Mr.  Madi- 
aon,  dated  11th  of  November,  1806.  Under  their 
peremptory  instructions,  this  proposition,  on  the 
part  ot  Great  Britain,  could  not  he  acceaed  to  by 
our  Ministers.  Such,  however,  was  the  temper 
.and  anxiety  of  England,  and  such  the  candor  and 
good  sense  of  our  Ministers,  that  an  honorable  and 
advantageous  arrangement  did  take  place. 

The  authority  of  Mr.  Monroe,  then  Minister  at 
thC'  Court  of  Great  Britain,  now  Secretary  of 
State,  and  one  of  the  present  Administration  who 
have  recommended  war  with  England,  and  as- 
signed impressments  as  a  cause,  supports  the  un- 
dersigned in  asserting  that  it  was  honorable  and 
advantageous:  for,  in  a  letCer  from  Richmond, 
dated  28th  February^  1808,  to  Mr.  Madison,  the 
following  expressions  are  used  by  Mr.  Monroe: 
"I  have,  on  the  contrary,  always  believed, and  do 
still  believe,  that  the  ground  on  which  that  in- 
terest [impressment]  was  placed  by  the  paper  of 
the  British  Commissioners  of  November  8, 1806, 
and  the  explanation  which  accompanied  it,  wa< 
both  honorable  and  advantageous  to  the  United 
States;  that  it  contained  a  concession  in  their 
favor  on  the  part  pf  Great  Britain  on  the  great 
principle  in  contestation,  never  before  made  by  a 


jbrnial  and  obligatory  act  of  their  Govern meoi 
which  was  highly  favorable  to  their  interest" 

With  the  opinion  of  Mr.  King,  so  decidedly  ex- 
presised,  with  the  official  admission  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son, with  the  explicit  declaration  of  Mr.  Moaroe, 
all  concurring,  that  Great  Britain  was  readj  tc 
abandon  impressn>ent  on^e  high  seas,  aodviiL 
an  honorable  and  advantageous  arrangement  ac- 
tually made  by  Mr.  Monroe,  how  can  it  be  pre- 
tended that  all  hope  of  settlement  by  treaty  ki 
failed ;  how  can^  this  subject  famish  a  proper 
cause  of  war '? 

With  respect  to  the  subject  of  blockades,  tb« 

Erincipie  of  the  la  w  of  nations,  as  asserted  by  ike 
United  States,  is,  that  a  blockade  can  onljbejav 
tified  when  supported  by  an  adequate  force,  h 
theory  this  principle  is  admitted  by  Great  Briuia. 
It  is  alleged,  however,  that  in  practice  she  disc 
gards  that  principle. 

The  order  of  blockade  which  has  been  made) 
specific  ground  of  complaint  by  France,  in  ibaiof 
the  16th  May,  1806.  Yet,  strange  as  it  may  Mem, 
this  order,  which  is  now  made  onefiround  of  wtr 
between  the  two  countries,  was,  at  uie  time  of  u> 
first  issuing,  viewed  as  an  act  of  favor  and  con- 
ciliation. On  this  subject,  it  is  necessary  to  b 
«xpliciL  The  vague  and  indeterminate  maDoef 
in  which  the  American  and  French  Goveromeob 
in  their  official  papers,  speak  of  this  order  oi 
blockade,  is  calculated  to  mislead.  An  impor:- 
ance  is  attached  to  it,  of  which,  in  the  opiDioDoi 
the  undersigned,  it  is  not  worthy.  Let  the  fact' 
speak  for  themselves. 

In  August,  1804,  the  British  esublished  a  block- 
ade at  the  entrance  of  the  French  ports,  naoiii: 
them,  from  Fecamp  to  Ostend  ;  and,  from  tbeii 
proximity  to  the  British  coasti^  and  the  abseoce 
of  all  complaint,  we  may  be  permitted  to  believe 
that  it  was  a  legal  blockade,  enforced  aecordinf 
to  the  usages  of  nations.  On  the  16ib  of  May- 
1806.  the  English  SecreUry  of  Suie,  Mr.  Fox 
notmed  to  our  Minister  at  London  thai  his  Gor- 
ernment  had  thought  fit  to  direct  necessary  meas- 
ures to  be  taken  ior  the  blockade  of  the  coast. 
rivers,  and  ports,  from  the  river  Elbe  to  tbehrer 
Brest,  both  inclusive.* 

In  point  of  fact,  ae  the  terms  used  io  the  order 
will  show,  this  paper,  which  has  become  a  sob- 
stantive  and  avowed  cause  for  non-iotercoane. 
embargo,  and  war,  is  a  blockade  only  of  the  places 
on  the  French  coast,  from  Ostend  to  the  Seioe, 

•  The  terms  of  the  order  are  these,  "TTiatthesidJ 
coast,  rivers,  and  ports,  must  be  considered  as  block- 
aded," but,  «  that  such  blockade  shaU  not  wtend  p 
prevent  neutral  ships  and  Teasels,  laden  with  goods. 
not  being  the  properH*  of  His  Majesty's  enemies,  anc 
not  being  contraband  of  war,  from  apprwefcmg  w 
said  coasts,  and  entering  into  and  sailing  fion  the  an- 
rivers  and  porta,  save  and  except  the  coast,  liwri,  an*. 
ports  from  Ostend  to  the  river  Seine,  9imdyinm.mt 
of  strict  and  rigorow  blockade ;  and  which  are  tobi 
considered  as  so  contiaaed,"  with  a  pioTiso»  tUt  ttt 
veMola  entering  had -not  been  laden  atapertbetoar' 
iog  to,  or  in  poasesMOo  of,  the  enemies  of  Great  Bm- 
aio,  and  the  veasels  departing  were  not  destiaed  to»L 
enemy  port,  or  had  previously  broken  blockade. 
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and  ereo  as  to  these  it  is  mereljr,  as  it  professes 
to  be,  a  eontinoaoee  of  a  former  and  ezistiag 
blockade.  For,  with  respect  to  the  residue  of  the 
coast,  trade  of  aeatrals  is  admitted,  with  the  ex- 
eeption  only  of  enemy's  property  and  articles 
contraband  of  war,  which  are  liable  to  be  taken 
without  a  blockade;  and,  except  the  direct  colo- 
aial  trade  of  the  enemy  which  Great  Britain  de- 
Dted  to  be  free  by  the  law  of  nations.  Why  the 
}rder  was  thus  extended  in  its-  form,  while  in  ef- 
fect it  added  nothing  to  orders  and  regulations 
ilxeady  existing,  willbe  knowp  by  adverting  to 
Nipers  which  are  before  the  world.  In  1606, 
^ance  had  yet  colonies;  and  the  wound  ioflicted 
)fi  our  feeling  by  the  inter  fere  pee.  of  the  British 
Sorerumeat,  ia  oor  trade  with  those  colonies, had 
leea  the  cause  of  remonstrance  and  negotiation, 
it  the  moment  when  the  order  of  May,  1806^  was 
nade,  Mr.  Monroe^  the  present  Secretary  of  State, 
hen  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Coqh 
rf  Great  Britain,  was  in  treaty  on  the  subject  of 
kt  carrying  trade,  and,  judging  on  tl^e  spot,  and 
It  the  time,  he  unhesitatidgly  gave  his  opinion 
bat  the  order  was  made  to  favor  American  views 
md  interests.  This  idea  is  unequivocally-  ex- 
ffessed  in  Mr.  Monroe^  letters  to  Mr.  Madison, 
if  the  17th  and  20th*  of  May,  aod  of  the  9th  of 
one,  1806. 

And,  as  lata  as  October,  1811^  the  same  gentle* 
aao,  writing,  as  Secretary  of  State  to  the  British 
riinister,  speaking  of  the  same  order  of  blockade 
f  May,  1806,  says:  ^'  It  strictly  was  little  more 
ban  a  blockade  of  the  coast  from  Seine  to  Os« 
end.''  ^^  The  object  was  toafibrd  to  the  United 
Itates  an  accommodation  respecting  the  colonial 
rade." 

It  appears,  then,  that  this  order  was,  in  point  of 
let,  made  to  favor  our  trade,  and  was  so  under* 
lood  and  admitted  by  the  Government  of  this 
oaotry  at  that  time  and  since;  that,  instead  of 
ztending  prior  hlockades,  it  lessened  them  ;  that 
le  conn  try  from  Seine  to  Brest,  and  from  Ostend 
)  Elbe,  was  inserted  to  open  them  to  oQt  eolo* 

*Tha  following  are  txtvaets  from  these  letters*  In 
lat  of  the  17th  May,  1800»  he  thus  speaks  of  that 
iockade.  It  is  <*'  oouched  in  terms  of  restraint,  and 
rofesaes  to  extend  the  blockade  further  than  was  hero^ 
ifore  done;  nevertheless,  it  takes  it  away  from  many 
^rta  already  blockaded ;  indeed,  from  all  east  of  Oc- 
iid  and  west  of  the  Seine,  except  in  articles  contra- 
uid  of  war  and  enemies'  property,  which  are  seizable 
ithout  blockade.  And,  in  like  form  of  exception, con- 
dering  every  enemy  as  one  Power,* it  admits  the 
ade  of  neutrals  within  the  same  limits  to  be  free 
1  the  productions  of  enemies'  colonies,  in  every  but 
IS  direct  route  between  the  colony  and  the  parent 
'antry.''  Mr.  Monroe  addp:  **  It  cannot  be  doubted 
At  the  note  was  drawn  l^the  Oovemment  in  reier- 
ice  to  the  question,  and,  if  intended  as  the  founda- 
>Q  of  a  treaty,  must  be  viewed  in  a  favorable  light." 
n  the  20th  of  May,  Mr.  Monroe  writes  to  Mr.  Madi- 
*a«  that  he  had  been  *<  strengthened  in  the  opinion 
at  the  order  of  the  LGkh  was  drawn  with  a  view  to 
e  queatioa  of  our  trade  with  enemies'  colonies,  and 
at  it  promises  to  be  highly- satis&ctoxy. to  ourcom« 
ercial  iAterests." 


nial  trade  and  for  our  accommodation,  and  that 
it  was  never  made  the- subject  of  complaint  by 
the  American  Government  during  its  practical 
continuance ;  that  is,  not  until  the  first  Order  in 
Council  i  and,  indeed,  not  until  after  the  first  of 
May,  1810;  aod  until  after  the  American  Gov- 
ernment was  apprized  of  the  ground  which  it 
was  the  will  pf  France  should  be  taken  upon  the 
subject. 

Of  this  we  have  the  most  decisive  proof  in  the 
offers  made  under  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, for  the  discontinuance  of  the  embargo,  as 
it  related  to  Great  Britain  :  none  of  which  re- 
quired the  repeal  of  the  blockade  of  May,  1806  ; 
and  also  in  the  arrangement  made  during  the 
Administration  of  Mr.  Madison,  and,  under  his 
eye,  with  Mr.  Erskine.  The  non-intercourse  act 
of  March,  1809,  and  the  act  "  concerning  com- 
mercial intercourse,"  of  May,  1810,  vest  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  with  the  very  same 
power,  in  the  very  same  terms.  Both  authorize 
him,  "  in  case  either  Great  Britain  or  Fcance 
shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  as  that  they 
shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  coroip^rce  of 
the  United  States,"  to  declare  the  same  by  procla- 
mation. And,  by  the  provisions  of  one  law.  ia 
such  case,  non-intercpurse  lyas  to  cease ;  by  those 
of  the  other  it  was  to  be  revived.  In  consequence 
pf  power  vested,  by  the  first  act,  the  arrangement 
with  Erskine  was  made,  and  the  revocation  qf 
the  Orders  in  Council  of  January  and  Novem- 
ber, 1807,  was  considered  as  a  full  compliance 
with  the  law,  and  as. removing  all  the  anti -neu- 
tral edicts,  'ihe  blockade  of  May,  1806,  was  not 
included  in  the  arrangement,  and  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  it  was  deemed  of  sufficient  importance 
to  engage  even  a  thought.  Yet,  under  the  act  of 
May,  1810,  which  vests  the  very  same  power,  a 
revocation  of  this  blockade  of  May,  1806,  is  made 
by  our  Cabinet  a  sine  qua  non^  an  indispensable 
requisite!  And  now,  after  the  British  Miqister 
has  directly  avowed  that  this  order  of  blockade 
would  not  continue  after  a  revocation  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  without  a  due  application  of  aji 
adequate  force,  the  existence  of  this  blockade  is 
insisted  upon  as  a  justifiable  cause  of  war,  not- 
withstandinff  that  our  Government  admits  a 
blockade  is  legal,  to  the  maintenance  of  which  an 
adequate  force  is  applied. 
'  The  undersigned  are  aware  that,  in  justifica- 
tion of  this  new  ground,  it  is  now  said  that  the 
extension  on  paper,  for  whatever  purpose  intend- 
ed, favors  the  principle  of  paper  blockades.  Thfs, 
however,  can  hardly  be  urged,  since  the  British* 


*  Mr.  Foster,  in  his  letter  of  the  3d  of  July,  181 1,  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  thus  states  the  doctrine,  maintained  by 
his  Government : 

*<  Great  Britam  has  never  attempted  to  dispute  that, 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  law  of  nations,  no  block- 
ade can  be  justifiable  or  valid,  unless  it  be  supported 
by  an  '  adequate  force,  destined  to  maintain  it,  and  to 
expose  to  hasard  all  vessels  attempting  to  evade  its 
opesation." 

Mr.  Foster,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe  of  the  26th 
of  July,   1811,  says:    "  The  blockade  of  May,  1806, 
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formally  disavow  the  principle ;  and,  since  they 
acknowledge  the  very  doctrine  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, for  which  the  American  Administration 
contend,  henceforth  Che  existence  of  a  blockade 
becomes  aquestioti  of  fact;  it  must  depend  upon 
the  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  the  adequacy 
of  the  blockading  force. 

From  the  preceding  statement,  it  is  apparent 
that,  whatever  there  is  objectionable  in  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  order  of  May,  1806,  or  in  the  practice 
under  it,  on  ground  merely  American,  it  cannot 
be  set  up  as  a  sufficient  cause  of  war ;  for,  until 
France  pointed  it  out  as  a  caiise  of  controversy, 
It  was  so  far  from  beinn;  regarded  as  a  source  of 
any  new  or  grievous  complaint,  that  it  was  ac- 
tually considered  by  our  Government  in  a  favor- 
able light. 

The  British  Orders  in  Council  are  the  remain- 
ing source  of  discontent,  and  avowed  cause  of 
war.  Th^se  have  heretofore  been  considered,  by 
our  Government,  in  connexion  with  the  French 
decrees.  Certainly,  the  British  Orders  in  Coun* 
cil,  and  French  decrees,  form  a  system  subver* 
sive  of  neutral  rights^  and  constitute  just  grounds 
of  complaint;  yet,  viewed  relatively  to  the  con- 
dittoh  of  those  Powers  towards  each  other,  and 
of  the  United  States  towards  both,  the  under- 
signed cannot  persuade  themselves  that  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  as  they  now  exist,  and  with  their 
present  effect  and  operation,  justify  the  selection 
of  Great  Britain  as  our  enemy  ;  and  render  neces^ 
sary  a  declaration  of  unoualified  war. 

Every  consideration  ot  moral  doty  and  politi- 
cal expedience  seems  to  concur  in  warning  the 
United  States  not  to  mingte  in  this  hopeless  and, 
to  human  eye,  interminable  European  contest. 
Neither  France  nor  England  pretends  that  their 
aggressions  can  be  defended,  on  the  ground  of 
any  other  belligerent  right,  than  that  of  particu- 
lar necessity. 

Both  attempt  to  justif]^  their  encroachment9, 
on  the  general  law  of  nations,  by  the  plea  of  re- 
taliation. In  the  relative  position,  and  proportion 
of  strength  of  the  United  States  to  either  belli- 
gerent, there  appeared  little  probability  that  we 
could  compel  the  one  or  the  other  by  hostile  ope- 
rations, to  abandon  this  plea. 

And  as  the  field  of  commercial  enterprise,  after 
allowing  to  the  decrees  and  orders  their  full  prac- 
tical effect,  is  still  rich  and  extensive, there  seemed 
as  little  wisdom  as  obligation  to  yield  solid  and 
certain  realities  for  unattainable  pretensions.  The 
right  of  retaliation,  as  existing,  in  either  belliger- 
ent, it  was  impossible  for  the  United  States,  con- 
sistent with  eiih>Br  its  dutv  or  interest,  to  admit. 
Yet,  such  was  the  state  oi  the  decrees  and  orders 
of  the  respective  belligerents,  in  relation  to  the 
rights  of  neutrals,  that,  while,  on  the  one  hand, 
it  formed  no  justification  to  either;  so,  on  the 
other,  concurrent  circumstances  formed  a  com- 


wiU  not  eontinne  after  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, unleM  His  Majesty's  Government  shall  think  fit  to 
sustain  it  bj  the  spedai  application  of  a  snffidmit 
naTsl  force,  and  the  iact  of  its  being  so  oontinned,  or 
not,  will  be  notified  at  the  time." 


plete  justification  to  the  United  States  io  mtiih 
taining,  notwithstanding  these  encrotehmeBts, 
provided  it  best  comported  with  theiv  interesLs, 
that  svstem  of  impartial  neatraiity,  which  is  so 
desiraole  to  their  peace  and  prosperity.  For,  if 
it  should  be  admitted,  which  no  course  of  irgo- 
roent  can  maintain,  that  the  Berlin  decree,  wbck 
was  issued  on  the  Slst  of  November,  1806,  vu 
justified  by  the  antecedent  orders  of  the  British 
Admiralty,  respecting  the  colonial  trade,  lod  by 
the  order  of  blockade  of  the  16th  of  May,  preced- 
ing ;  yet,  on  this  aecoaot,  there  resaited  no  rigbt 
of  retaliation  to  France,  as  it  respected  the  Uoi- 
t«»d  S  tates.    T  hey  had  expressed  no  acqaieseeitee. 
either  in  the  British  interference  with  the  colo- 
nial trade,  or  in  aof  extension  of  the  priociplei 
of  blockade.    Besides,  had  there  been  anf  sod 
neglect,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  as  wv- 
ranted  the  French  Emperor  in  adopting  bis  prin- 
ciple of  retaliation ;  yet,  in  the  exercise  of  liiii 
pretended  right,  be  passed  the  bounds  of  boiii 
public  law  and  decency;  and,  in  the  veryexuar- 
agance  of  that  exercise,  lost  the  advaauge  of 
whatever  color  the  British  had  afforded  to  his 
pretences.    Not  content  with  adopting  a  prioci- 
pie  of  retaliation,  in  terms  limited  and  appropri- 
ate, to  the  injury  of  which  he  complained,  be<i^ 
dared,  "  all  the  British  Islands  in  a  sute  of  block- 
ade; prohibited  all  commerce  and  correspoid- 
ence  with  them,  all  trade  in  their  maoufactures; 
and  made  lawful  prize  of  all  merchandise  beloo^- 
ing  to  England,  or  coming  from  its  maDDracio- 
ries  and  colonies.''    The  violence  of  these  en- 
croachments was  equalled- only  by  the  iosidioos- 
ness  of  the  terms  and  manner  in  which  they  were 
promulgated.    The  scope  of  the  expressioi»  of 
the  Berlin  decree  was  so  general,  that  it  eo* 
braced  within  its  sphere  the  whole  commerce  of 
neutrals  with  England.    Yet,  Deeres,  Miaister 
of  the  Marine  of  France,  by  a  formal  note  of  the 
24ih  of  December,  1806,  assured  our  Mioister 
Plenipotentiary,  that  the  imperial  decree,  of  the 
2l8t  of  November,  1806,  "was  not  to  affect  oar 
commerce,  whicb  would  still  be  governed  hf  the 
rules  of  the  treaty,  established  between  tbe  ivo 
countries."  Notwithstanding  this  assoraoce,  bo v- 

ever,  on  the  18th  of  September,  following;  Rcf- 
nier,  Qrand  Minister  or  Justice,  declared,  *'ihai 
the  intentions  of  the  Emperor  were,  that,  bf  rir* 
lue  of  that  decree,  French  armed  vessels  miffht 
seize,  in  neutral  vessels,  either  French  propertf 
or  merchandise  proceeding  from  the  Eogiisti 
manufactories;  and  that  he  had  reserved, for ta- 
ture  decision,  the  question  whether  tbef  might 
not  possess  t5emselves  of  neutral  ves:>eis  foiog 
to  or  from  England,  althoush  they  had  oo  Eog- 
lish  manufactures  on  board.  .  Pretensioos  so  ob- 
viously exceeding  any  (ueasure  of  retaliation,  tbit 
if  the  precedent  acts  oif  the  British  Gorerooieot 
had  afforded  to  such  a  resort  any  color  of  rigbij 
it  was  lost  in  the  violence  and  extraragmce  oi 
these  asnmed  principles. 

To  the  Berlin  decrees  succeeded  tbe  Bfiti<b  Or- 
ders in  Council  of  the  7th  of  January,  1907.  which 
were  merged  in  tbe  orders  of  the  lUb  odiojem- 
her  following.    These  declared  "ail  ports  tod 
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)laeei  beloafiog  to  France  and  its  allies,  from 
rbich  the  mitish  flag  was  axcliided,  alf  in  tbe 
lolotiiesof  Hie  Britannte  Majesty^s  enemiesj  in  a 
tite  of  MoQkade ;  prohibiting  all  trade  in  tiie 
irodace  and  manufaetares  of  the  daid  coan tries 
ir  colonies;  and  making  all  vessels  trading  to  or 
rom  them,  and  all  merchandise  on  board,  subject 
0 capture  and  condemnatfon,  with. an  exception. 
iDiy  in  favor  of  the  direct  trade,  between  neutral 
OQQtries  and  the  colonies  of  His  Majesty's  ene- 
dies. 


» 


These  extravagant  pretensions,  on  the  part  of 
jfeat  Britain j  were  immediately  succeeded  by 
thers,  still  more  extraT8fl[aQt,  on  the  part  of 
''ranc^.  Without  waiting  for  any  knowledge  of 
be  course  the  American  -Gkivernment  would 
iJce,  in  relation  to  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
ii.  the  French  Bmperor  issued,  on  the  17th  of 
December  foUowing,  his  Milan  decree,  by  which 
every  ship,  of  whatever  natioh,  which  shall 
are  submitted  to  search',  by  an  English  ship,  or 
>  a  voyage  to  Bngland,  or  paid  any  tax  to  that 
foremmeat,  are  declared"^  aenaHonalized^  and 
iwfnl  prize. 

''The  British  Islands- are  declared  ia  a  state  of 
lockade  by  sea  and  land,  and  every  ship  of  what- 
rer  nation,  or  whatsoever  the  nature  or  its  cargo 
lay  be,  that  sails  from  England,  or  those  of  the 
lo^Ush  colonies,  or  of  countries  occupied  by 
!of  lish  troops,  and  prodeeding  to  England,  or  to 
M  English  colonies,  or  to  countries  occtipied  by 
le  Eogliah,  to  be  good  prize.'*  The  nature  and 
Eteot  of  these  itijories,  thus  accumulated  by  mn- 
lal  efforts  of  both  belligerents,  seemed  to  teach 
te  American  statesman  this  important  lesson : 
M  to  attach  the  cause  of  hiscoiKitrj^  to  one  or  the 
le  other ;  but.  by  systematic  and  solid  provisions, 
rseacoast  and  maritime  defence,  to  place  its 
iterests,  as  fkr  as  its  situation  and  resources  per- 
it,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  rapacity  or  ambition 
any  European  Power.  Happy  would  it  have 
«o  for  our  cotmtry.  if  a  course  of  policy  so  sim* 
e  and  obvious,  ban  been  adopted  f 
Unforiuiiately,  the  Administration  had  recourse 
a  system,  complicated  in  its  nature,  and  de- 
ruetive  in  its  effircts ;  which,  instead  of  relief, 
9m  the  accumulated  miuries  of  foreign  Govern- 
ents,  served  only  to  tiii  up  what  was  wanting 
the  measure  of  evils  abroad,  by  artificial  em* 
rrassments  at  home.  As  long  ago  as  the  year 
94,  Mr.  Madison,  the  present  President  of  the 
Qited  States,  then  a  member  of  the  House  of 
epresentatives,  devised  and  proposed  a  system 
commercial  restrictions,  which  had  for  its  ob- 
:t  the  coercion  of  Great  Britain,  by  a  denial  to 
r  of  our  products  and  our  market ;  asserting 
it  the  former  Was,  in  a  manner,  essential  to  her 
osperity,  either  as  necessaries  of  lift,  or  as  raw 
iterials  for  her  mauufactures ;  and  that,  with- 
t  the  latter,  a  great  proportion  of  her  laboring 
isses  could  not  subsist. 

In  that  day  of  sage  and  rirttioos  forethought, 
i  proposition  was  rejected.  It  remained,  bow- 
er, a  ihema  of  unceasing  panegyric  among  an 
live  class  of  American  politicians,  who,  with  a 
aemacio  pertinacity,  inculcated  among  the  peo^ 
l^thCoN.  IstSxsa.— 70 


pie,  that  commercial  restrictions,  were  a  species 
of  warfare  li^hich  would  insure  success  to  the 
United  States,  and  humiliation  to  Great  Britain, 

There  were  two  circumstances,  inherent  in 
this  system  of  coercing  Great  Britain  by  com- 
mercial restrictions,  which  ought  to  have  made 
practical  politicians  very  doubtful  of  its  result, 
and  very  cautious  of  its  trial.  These  were, 
the  state  of  opinion  in  relation  to  its  efficacy, 
among  commercial  men  in  the  United  States; 
and  the  state  of  feeling,  which  a  resort  to  it  would 
unavoidably  produce  in  Great  Britain.  On  the 
one  hand,  it  was  undeniable  that  the  great  body 
of  commercial  men  in  the  United  States  bad  no 
belief  in  such  a  dependence  of  Great  Britain  upon 
the  United  States,  either  for  otir  produce  or  our 
market,  as  the  system  implied. 

Without  the  hearty  co-operation  of  this  class 
of  men^  succeas  in  its  att^tni^t  was  obviously  un- 
attainable. And,  as  on  them  the  chief  sufiering 
would  fall,  it  was  altogether  unreasonable  to  ex- 
pect that  they  would  Income  cooperating  instru« 
meats  in  support  of  any  system  which  was  ruta 
tp  them,  and  without  hope  to  their  country.  On 
the  other  hand,  as  it  respects  Great  Britain,  a 
system  of  proceeding  upon  the  avowed  principle 
of  her  dependence  upon  us  was  among  the  last, 
to  which  ^  proud  and  powerful  nation  would 
yield.  * 

Notwithstanding  these  obvious  considerations, 
in  April.  1806,  Mr.  Madison,  being  then  Secre- 
tary of  State,  a  law  passed  Congress,  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  certain  specified  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  on  the 
basis  of  Mr.  Madison's  original  pruposition.  Thus, 
the  United  States  enterea  on  tne  system  of  com- 
mercial hostility  against  Great  Britain. 

The  decree  of  9erlin  was  issued  in  the  ensuing 
November,  (180ft.)  The  treaty  which  had  been 
signed  at  London,  December,  3806,  having  been 
rejected  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  without  being  presented 
to  the  Senate  for  ratification,  and  the  non-imporr 
tation  act  not  being  repealed,  but  onlysuspended, 
Great  Britain  issued  her  Orders  in  Uouncil,  on 
the  11th  November,  1807. 

Oil  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  of  November. 
Mr.  Champagoy,  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, wrote  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  the  American 
Minister,  in  the  words  following :  **A11  the  difficul- 

*  ties  which  have  given  rise  to  your  reclamations^ 
'  sir,  would  be  removed  with  ease,  if  the  Govern- 
^  ment  of  the  Uniud  States^  after  complaining  in 
^  yain  of  the  injustice  and  violations  of  England, 
'  took,  with  (he  whole  Continent,  the  part  ofguar- 

*  antecing  it  therefrom*" 

•  On  the  17th  of  the  eusping  December,  the  Mi- 
ko  deerea  was  issued  on  the  part  of  France,  and 
five  days  afterwards  the  embargo  was  passed  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States.  Tbns  was  com- 
pleted, by  acta  nearly  contemporaneous,  the  circle 
of  commercial  hostilities. 

After  an  ineffeciual  trial  of  four  years  to  con- 
trol the  policy  of  the  two  belligerents  by  this  sys- 
tem, it  was,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for 
a  time,  relinquished.  The  act  of  the  1st  of  May, 
1810,  gave  the  authority,  however,  to  this  Prest- 
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dent  of  tbe  United  States,  to  revive  it  against 
Great  Britain,  In  case  France  revoked  her  decrees. 
Such  revocation,  on  the  part  of  France,  was  de- 
clared, by  the  President's  proclaroatton  on  the  2d 
November,  1810,  and,  in  consequence,  non-Inter- 
course was  revived  by  our  Administration  against 
Great  Britain. 

At  all  times,  the  undersigned  have  looked,  with 
much  anxiety,  for  the  evidence  of  this  revocation. 
They  wished  not  to  question,  what,  in  various 
forms,  has  been  so  often  asserted  by  the  Adminis- 
tration and  its  agents,  by  their  direction.  But^ 
neither  as  public  men,  nor  as  citizens,  can  they 
consent  that  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try should  be  sacrificed,  in  maintenance  of  a  posi- 
tion which  on  no  principle  of  evidence  they  deem 
tenable.  They  cannot  falsify  or  conceal  their 
conviction,  that  the  French  decrees  neither  have 
been,  or  ar«  revoked. 

Without  pretending  to  occupy  the  whole  field 
ofargument,  which  the  question  of  tevocation  has 
opened,  a  concise  statement  seems  inseparable 
from  the  occasion. 

The  condition,  on  which  the  non-intercourse, 
according  to  the  act  of  1st  May,  1810,  might  be 
revived  against  Great  Britain^  was,  on  the  part  of 
France,  an  eflfcctuat  revocation  of  her  decrees. 
What  the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
bound  to  require  from  the  French  Qovernmenl, 
was,  the  evidence  of  such  effectual,  revocation. 
Upon  this  point,  both  the  right  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  duty  of  the  President,  seem  to  be 
resolvable  into  very  distinct  and  undeniable  prin- 
ciples.   The  object  to  be  phtained  for  the  United 
States  from  France,  wa.*;  an  effectual  revocation, 
of  the  decrees.    A  revocation,  to  be  effectual, 
must  include,  in  the  nature  of  things,  this  essential 
requisite :  the  wrongs  done  to  the  neutral  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  by  the  operation  of 
the  deerees,  must  be  stopped.    Nothing  short  of 
this  could  be  an  effectual  revocation. 
Without  reference  to  the  other  wronj^  resulting 
'  from  those  decrees  to  the  commerce  oithe  United 
States,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  state  the  promi- 
nent wronfl^  done  by  the  3d  article  of  the  Milan 
decree.*    The  nature  of  this  wrong  essentially 
consisted  in  the  authority  giten  to  French  ships 
of  war  and  privateers,  to  make  prize  at  sea  of 
,  every  neutral  vessel  sailing  to  or  from  any  of  the 
English  possessions.    The  authority  to  capture 
was  the  very  essence  of  the  wrong.    It  follows, 
therefore,  that  an  effectual  revocation  required 
that  the  authoritv  to  capture  should  be  annulled. 
Granting,  therefore,  for  the  sake  of  argument^ 

«  ^ 

*  This  arttelB  is,  in  these  words : 

<<Art.  m.  The  British  islands  are  declared  to  be  in 
a  state  of  blockade,  both  bv  land  and  sea.  Bveiy  ship 
of  whatever  nation^  or  whatsoever  the'  nature  of  its 
cargo  may  be,  that  sails  from  the  ports  of  England,  or 
those  of  the  English  colonies,  and  of  the  eoantriea  oc^ 
cnpied  by  English. troops,  and  proceeding  to  England, 
or  to  tbe  English  colonies,  or  to  oounlrias  occupied  by 
English  troops,  is  good  and  lawful  prize,  as  oontrarjr  le 
the  present  decree^  and  may  be  oaptared  by  our  snips 
of  war  or  our  privateer^  and  adjudged  ti^  the  captots." 


(what  from  its  terms aiid  tts  nature  was  certainly 
not  the  case,)  that  the  noted  ktter  of  the  DukeoC 
Gadore  of  the  5tb  of  August,  1810,  held  forth  a 
revocation,  good  in  point  of  form,  and  oncoodi- 
tional,  yet  it  was  not  that  effectual  revocation,  for 
which'  the  act  of  1st  Ma)r,  1810,  alone  authorized 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  issae  his 
proclamation,  unless,  ia  consequence  of  that  letter, 
the  authority  to  capture  was  annulled.  The  letter 
itself  is  no  annulment  of  the  authority  to  captare. 
and,  il  is  notorious  that  no  evidence  of  the  aoaal- 
ment  of  this  authority  to  capture  ever  has  beea 
adduced*  It  has  not  even  been  pretended.  Go 
the  contrary,  there  is  decisive  and  almost  daily 
evidence  of  the  continued  existenee  of  thiase- 
thority  to  capture,    - 

The  charge  of  executing  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Mila^  was,  so  far  as  concerned  his  Defttrt- 
ment,  given  by  the  terma  of  those  decrees  to  the 
French  Minister  of  Marine.    According  to  es- 
tablished principles  of  general. la W|  the  imperii! 
act  which  ^ave  the  authority  must  be  annoUed 
by  another  imperial  act,  equally  formal  aad  sol- 
emn; or,  at  least,  the  authority  to  capture  most 
be  countermanded  .by  aome  order  or  mstractioe 
from,  the  Minister  of  Marine,    la  exercisiog  i 
trost  committed  to  him  by  the  Legislature,  os  a 
point  so  interesting  to  the  neutral  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  and  so  important  to  the  peace 
of  the  nation,  was4t  not  the  dMty  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  have  the  evidence  of  such  aanulineot 
before  the  issuing  of  any  pf  oclamaiion  ?    Has  b« 
ever  insisted  Upon  such  evidence  ?     Was  it  of  bc 
consequence,  inihe  relative  situation  of  thiscous- 
try,  as  to  foreign  Powers,  that  the  regular  evi- 
dence should  he  received  by  our  AdminisiratioD 
and  made  known  ?    Why  has  a  matter  of  efi- 
dence,  so  obviously  proper,  so  simple  in  its  natore. 
so  level  to  general  Apprehensiooy  and  so  imperi- 
ously demanded  by  the  circumstances  of  the  ca$e, 
been  wholly  omitted  7    And  why,  if  the  Berlia 
^nd  Milan  decrees  are  an  nulled,  ^  it  is  preteoded. 
does  the  French  Emperor  withhold  this  evideocf 
of  their  annulmept  ?    Why  does  be  withhold  ii 
when  the  question  of  revocation  is  presented  od- 
der  circumstances  of  so  much  urgency  ? 

Not  only  has  it  never  been  pretended  tfaatanr 
such  imperial  act  of  annulment  has  issued,  oor 
any  such  order  or  instructions,  countetmaadiof 
the  authority^  to  caj^ture,  were  ever  gives,  bfit 
there  is  decisive  evidence,  of  the  reverse  lathe 
conduct  of  the  French  public  armed  vessels  asd 
privateeici<*  At  all  times  siace  November,  ISIO. 
these  ships  aad  privateers  have  continued  to  cap- 
ture our  vessels  and  property  on  the  high  seas, 
upon  the  principle  of  the  Berlin  and  Miisa  de- 
crees. A  numerous  list  of  American  vessels  thus 
taken,  since  the  first  of  November,  1810.  oov 
exists  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  ana 
among  the  captures  are  several  vessels,  with  thnr 
cargoes,  lately  taken  and  destroyed  at  sea,  witb- 
out  the  formality  of  a  trial,  by  the  commander^ 
of  a  French  squadron,  at  this  moment  eraisiog 
against  our  commerce  under  order  given  bjr  (b« 
Minister  of  Marine,  to  whom  the  execotios  oi 
the  decree  was  committed,  and  theses  too,  issu^ 
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D  January  last.  In  the  Baltic  and  Mediterranean 
eas,  captures  by  French  privateers  are  known  to 
ts  by  official  documents  to  bav^  been  made  ander 
uthority  of  these  decrees.  How,  then^  are  they 
evoked?  How  have  tbey  ceased  to  violate  oyr 
leQtral  rights  and  commerce? 
Had  any  repeal  or  modification  of  these  de- 
reesin  truth  taken  place^  jt  rndst  have  been  cora- 
naDieated  to  the  prize  coorts,  and  woald  have 
eeo  evinced  by  some  variation  either  in  their 
ales  or  in  the  principles  df  their  decwioas.  In 
ain.  however^  will  this  nation  seek  for  such  proof 
f  the  revocation  of  these  decrees.  No  acquittal 
as  ever  been  had  in  any  of  the  prize  courts  upon 
lie  ground  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  na^ 
eased,  evei»  as  it  respects  the  United  States ;  on 
lie  coDtraryy  the  evidence  is  decisive  that  they 
re  considered  by  the  French  courts  as  existing. 
There  are  many  cases  corroborative  of  this  po- 
tion. It  is  enough  to  state  only  two,  which  ap- 
ear  in  the  official  reports.  The  American  ship 
ulian  was  captured  by  a  Fre^ich  privateer  on  the 
th  of  July,  1811,  and  the  10th  of  September  fol- 
ming  ihe  vessel  and  cargo  were  condemned  by 
)e  CouDcil  of  Prizes  at  Paris,  among  other  rea- 
ms, because 'she  was  visited  by  several  English 
essels.  On  the  same  day,  the  Hercules,  an 
mertcan  ship,  was  condemned  by  the  Imperial 
'Ourt  of  Prizes,  alleging  that  "  it  was  impossible 
lat  she  was  not  visited  by  the  enemy^i  ships  of 
ar."  So  familiar  to  them  was  the  existence  of 
le  decrees,  and  soch  their  eagerness  to  give  them 
!ect  against  our  commerce,  that  they  feigned  a 
isitation  to  have  taken  place,  and  that,  notwith- 
anding  the  express  declaration  of  the  captain 
3d  crew  to  the  contrarv.  In  addition  to  whicb 
ridence,  Mr.  Russell's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
tate,  dated  8th  of  May,  1811,  says:  ^  It  may  not 
be  improper  to  remark,  that  no  American  ves- 
sel captured  since  the  1st  of  November,  1810, 
bas  yet  been  released.** 

From  this  it  is  apparent  that  the  commanders 
f  the  national  vessels,  the  privateersmen,  and  the 
idges  of  the  prize,  courts,  to  which  may  be  added, 
so,  the  custom-house  officers,  who,  as  the  instru- 
lents  of  carrying  into  effect  these  decrees,  must 
ftve  been  made  acquainted  with  the  repeal  had 
existed,  have  been,  from  first  to  last,  ignorant 
^  any  revocation,  and  uniformly  acted  upon  the 
'inciple  of  their  existence. 
If  other  evidence  of  the  continued  existence  of 
lose  decrees  were  requisite,  the  acts  of  the  French 
overnment  afford  such  as  is  full  and  explicit, 
hampagny,  Duke  of  Cadore,  Minister  of  For- 
go Relations,  in  his  report  to  His  Majesty,  the 
mperor  and  King,  dated  ^  Paris.  Decernber  3, 
^10,"  speaking  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and 
[ilan,  says  expressly :  '*As  long  as  England  shall 
irsist  in  her  Orders  in  Council,  your  Majesty 
ill  also  persist  in  your  decrees."  Than  which, 
>  declaration  can  be  more  direct,  not  only  that 
le  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  are  unrevoked,  but 
lat  they  will  so  remain,  until  the  Bnglish  Or- 
!rs  in  Council  are  withdrawn.  And,  in  the  ad- 
•ess  delivered  by  His  Imperial  Majesty,  Napo- 
OD,  to  the  Council  of  Commerce,  on  the  31st  of 


March,  1811,  he  thus  declares:  **The  decrees  of 

*  Berlin  and  Milan  are  the  fundamental  laws  of 
'  mv  empire.  For  the  neutral  navigation  I  con- 
'  sider  the  flag  as  an  extetision  of  territory.    The 

'  Power  which  suffers  its  flag  to  be  violated,  can- 

*  not  be  considered  as  neutral.  The  fate  of  the 
'American  commerce  will  soon  he  decided.  I 
'  will  fjavor  it  if  the  United  States  conform  them- 

*  selves  to  these  decree^!.  In  a  contrary  case,  their 
'  vessels  will  be  driven  from  mv  empire." 

As  late  as  the  10th  March  fast,  m  a  report  of 
the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  com- 
municated to  the  Conservative  Senate,  it  is  de-^ 
ciared,  that,  ''As  long  as  the  British  Orders  in 
Council  are  not  revoked,  and  the  principles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  in  relation  to  neutrals  put  in 
force,  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  ought  to 
subsist  for  the  Powers  who  suffer  their  flag  to  be 
denationalized."  In  none  of  these  acts  is  there 
any  exception  in  favorof  the  United  States.  And, 
on  the  contrary,  in  the  report  of  March  last,  bj* 
placing  those  decrees  on  the  basis  of  '*  the  princi- 
ciples  of  the  Treaty  of  Ulrepht,"  the  French  Min- 
ister has  extended  the  terms  of  revocation  beyond 
all  prior  pretensions. 

Those  who  maintain  the  revocation  of  these 
decrees,  as  it  respects  the  United  States,  rely 
wholly  upon  the  suspension  of  the  decisions  of 
the  French  prize  courts,  in  relation  to  some  few 
vessels,  and  the  liberation  of  others,  by  the  spe- 
cial direction  of  the  French  Emperor.  Can  there 
be  stronger  presumptive  evidence  of  the  existence 
of  those  decrees  than  this,  that  no  vessel  is  ex- 
cepted from  their  operation  until  after  the  special 
exercise  of  the  Emperor's  will  in  the  particular 

case? 

If  the  decrees  were  effectively  revoked,  there 
would  be  no  captures]  or,  if  any  were  made,  lib- 
eration would  hem  matter. of  course,  and  of  gen- 
eral right,  instead  of  being  an  afikir  of  particular 
favor  or  caprice.    Is  it  for  vexations  and  indul- 

fences  like  these,  that  the  people  of  the  United 
ttates  are  to  abandon  their  commerce  and  peace  7 
Is  it  for  such  favors  tbey  are  to  invite  the  calam* 
ities  of  war  ?  If  the  resources  of  negotiation  were 
exhausted,  had  the  Government  no  powers  re- 
maining to  diminish  the  causes  of  national  con- 
troversy^ by  preventing  abuses  ?  After  this,  had 
it  no  powers  to  provide  for  protecting  indisputa- 
ble and  important  rights,  without  a  war  of  offence? 
In  tbe  regular  exercise  of  Legislative  and  Exec- 
utive powers,  might  not  the  fair  objects  of  inter- 
est for  our  country  have  been  secured,  completely, 
by  consistent  and  wholesome  plans  for  defensive 
protection  ?  And  would  not  a  national  position, 
strictly  defensive^  yet  highly  respectable,  have 
been  less  burdensome  to  the  people  than  the  pro- 
jected w«  ?  Would  it  not  be  more  friendly  jto 
the  cause  of  eur  own  seamen ;  more  safe  for  our 
navigation  and  emnmeree ;  more  favorable  to  the 
interest  of  «ur  agriculture;  less  hazardous  to 
national  character  ;  more  worthy  of  a  people 
jealous- of  their  liberty  and  independence? 

For  entering  into  these  hostilities,  is  there  any- 
thing in  the  friendship  or  commerce  of  France, 
in  its  naturCt  very  interesting  or  alluring  ?    Will 
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the  reaping  a  scanty  field  of  French  trade,  which 
we  seek,  in  any  way  compensate  for  the  rich  har- 
vest of  general  commerce|Which,  by  the  war,  we 
are  about  to  abandon?  When  entering  into  a 
war  with  Great  Britain  for  commerciai  rights 
and  interests,  it  seems  impossible  not  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  our  commercial  relations  with 
France,  and  the  advantages  the  United  States 
will  obtain.  We  may  thus  be  enabled  to  judge 
whether  the  prize  is  worth  the  contest. 

By  an  official  statement  made  to  Congress  dur- 
icg  the  present  session,  it  appears,  that,  of  forty- 
five  millions  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  thou- 
sand dollars  of  domestic  productions  of  the  Uni- 


-  seventy 

five  dollars  were  exported  to  France  and  Italy, 
including  Sicily,  not  a  dependency  of  France. 

France  is  now  deprived  of  all  her  foreign  colo- 
nies, and  by  reviewing  our  trade  with  that  coun- 
try lor  several  years  past,  and  before  the  date  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  it  will  appear,  that,  exclu- 
sive of  her  foreign  possessions,  it  has  been  com- 
paratively inconsiderable.  An  annexed  statement 
marked  A,  taken  from  official  documents,  shows  the 
quantity  of  particular  articles,  the  produce  of  the 
United  States,  exported  to  all  the  world,  distin- 
guishing the  amount  both  to  France  and  England 
and  her  dependencies,  from  1800  to  1811.  From 
this  statement,  it  appears  how  small  a  proportion 
of  the  great  staples  of  our  country  is  taken  by 
France.* 

While  France  retained  her  colonies,  the  colo- 
nial produce  found  its  way  to  the  mother  country 
through  he  United  Slates;  and  our  trade  with  her 
in  these  articles  was  not  inconsiderable.  But,  since 
she  has  been  deprived  of  her  foreign  possessions, 
and  since  the  establishment  of  her  municipal  reg- 
ulations as  to  licences,  this  trade  has  been  in  a 
great  degree  annihilated.  With  respect  to  colo- 
nial produce,  none  can  be  imported  into  France, 
except  from  particular  parts  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  under  special  imperial  licenses.  For  these 
licenses,  our  merchants  must  pay  what  the  agents 

oftheFrench  Government  think  proper  todemand. 
As  to  articles  of  our  domestic  produce,  they  are 
burdened  with  such  exorbitant  duties,  and  are 
sQbjecied  to  such  regulations  and  restrictiojis  on 
their  importation,  as,  in  ordinary  times,  will 
amount  to  a  prohibidoo.  On  the  5th  of  August, 
1810,  the  very  day  of  the  Duke  of  CadorVs  noted 
letter,  a  duty  was  imposed  on  all  sea-island  cot- 


*  It  appears  by  it,  that  for  twelve  years  past,  France 
has  not  taken  in  any  year  more  than  7,000,000  pounds 
of  cotton,  7,000  tierces  of  rice,  16,000  hogsheads  of 
tobaeeo,  and  87,000  quintals  of  dried  fish ; — of  flour, 
naval  stores,  and  lumber,  none  of  any  importance. 

It  also  appears  by  it,  that  the  annual  av«imge  taken 
bj  France  for  twelve  years,  was  8>664,000  ponnds  of 
^ton,  2,363  lieMea  of  rice,  6,087  hogsheads  of  tobaeeo, 
and  34,736  quintals  of  fish. 

Of  late  year^  some  of  those  articles  haTo  not  been 
shipped  at  all  directly  to  France,  bnt  they  have  pcoba- 
blv  found  their  way  thither  through  the  northern  porta 
oiEuropt* 


ton,  intported  into  Franee^  of  more  than  80  ceau 
per  pound,  and  on  other  cotton  of  aboot  60  cents 
per  pound — amounting  to  (hree  or  four  times  their 
original  cost  in  the  United  States.  And  as  to 
tobacco,  the  French  Minister  here,  on  the  23J  of 
July,  1811,  informed  our  Government  that  it  was 
'*  under  an  administration  (en  regie)  in  France. 
The  administration  (be  says)  is  the  ooiy  eoa- 
sumer,  and  can  purchase  only  the  ouaotity  neces- 
sary for  its  consumption."  And,  by  other  regu- 
lations, not  more  than  one-fifteenth  of  all  ibe 
tobacco  consumed  in  France  can  be  of  foreign 
growth.  The  ordinary  quantity  of  tobacco  sd- 
nually  coosumed  in  France  is  estimated  at  thiriy 
thousand  hogsheads  ;  leaving  only  about  tvo 
thousand  hogsheads  of  foreign  tobacco  to  be  par- 
chased  in  France. 

In  addition  to  these  impositions  and  restric- 
tions tbe  importer  is  not  left  at  liberty  with  re- 
spect to  his  retUFO  cargo.  By  other  edicts  heii 
compelled  to  vest  the  avails  of  his  importations, 
if,  after  paying  duties  and  seizures,  any  remiio, 
in  such  articles  of  French  produce  and  maoufac- 
ture  as  the  French  Government  thinks  proper  to 
direct.  Two-thirds  at  least  must  be  laid  ouiia 
silks,  and  the  other  tbird  in  wines,  brfndies^iod 
other  articles  of  that  country.  To  show  that 
this  account  of  our  commercial  relations  with 
France  does  not  rest  on  doubtful  authority,  tbe 
undersigned  would  refer  to  tbe  statuments  a&d 
declarations  of  our  Government  on  this  subject. 
In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  the  late  Secreury  of 
State,  to  the  Minister  of  France  here,  of  the  ISib 
December,  1810,  speaking  of  oar  trade  to  tbit 
country  under  its  regulations,  after  the  pretended 
repeal  of  the  decrees,  Mr.  S.  says:  **Tbe  restric- 
tions of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had  tiie 
effect  of  restraining  the  American  merchaots 
from  sending  their  vessels  to  France.  The  in- 
terdictions in  the  system  that  has  been  substitu- 
ted affainst  the  admission  of  American  products 
will  have  the  effect  of  imposing  upon  them  ao 
equal  restraint." 

**  If,  then,  for  the  revoked  decrees,  muDicipal 
laws,  produciaff  the  same  commercial  effect,  bare 
been  substituted,  the  mode  only,  and  not  the  meas- 
ure, has  undergone  an  alteration.  And  bowerer 
true  it  may  be  that  the  change  is  lawful  in  foro, 
it  is,  nevertheless,  as  true  that  it  is,  esseotiallf 
unfriendly,  and  that  it  does  not  comport  wiibtbe 
ideas  inspired  by  your  letter  of  the  27th  uiiioo, 
in  which  you  were  pleased  to  declare  *'the  dis* 
tinctly  pronounced  intention  of  His  Majesty  fa- 
voring the  commercial  relations  between  France 
and  the  United  Slates,  in  all  the  objects  of  irtffie* 
which  shall  evidently  proceed  from  their  agri- 
culture or  manufactures." 

"If  France,  by  her  own  acts,  has  blocked  op 
her  ports  against  the  introduction  of  the  prodacu 
of  the  United  States,  what  motive  has  this  Gor- 
ernment,  in  a  discussion  with  a  third  Power,  to 
insist  on  the  privilege  of  going  to  France? 
Whence  the  inducement  to  urge  the  annulment 
of  a  blockade  of  France,  when,  if  annulled,  no 
American  cargoes  could  obtain  a  market  io  aof 
of  her  ports  ?    In  such  a  atate  of  things  a  Uocbde 
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)f  the  coast  ef  Pnmce  would  be  to  the  United 
Slates  as  aiiiinp6rtant  as  would  be  a  blockade  of 
be  coast  of  the  Caspian  sea." 
Aod  so  far  has  the  French  Eraperor  been  from' 
vlaxing,  in  whole  or  in  part,  these  odious  reg^ula- 
ioDs  as  CO  us,  in  consequence  of  our  submitting 

0  giYt  up  our  English  trade,  that  the^  have  been 
Qsde  a  subject'  of  special  instructions  to  the 
tfinister  who  has  been  sent  to  the  Court  of  France, 
ifr.  Monroe,  in  his  letter  of  Instructions  to  Mr. 
3arlow  of  Jnlf  26,  1811,  says:  ^  Your  early  and 
articular  attention -will  be  drawn  to  the  ^reat 
ubject  of  the  commercial  relation  which  is  to 
absist  in  future  between  the  United  'States  and. 
TraDce.  The  President  expects  that  the  com- 
nerce  of  the  United  States  wfll  be  placed  in  the 
)orts  of  France  on  such  footing  as  to  afford  it  a 
air  market;  and  to  the  industry  and  enterprise 
if  their  citizens  a  reasonable  encouragement. 
Vd  arrangement  to  this  effect  was  looked  for  im- 
Qediately  after  the  rerocation  of  the  decrees,  but 
t  appears,  from  the  documents  in  this  department, 
fast  that  was  not  the  casej  on  the  contrary, 
bat  bur  commerce  has  been  subjected  to  the 
rreatest  discouragement,  or  rather,  to  the  most 
ippressive  restraints ;  that  the  ressels  which 
larried  coffee^  sugar,  ^c,  th0ui;h  sailing  directly 
rom  the  United  States  to  a  French  port,  were 
leld  in  a  state  of  sequestration,  on  the  principle 
hat  the  trade  wa^  prohibited,  aiid  that  the  im- 
lortatioD  of  these  articles  was  not  onl)[  unlawful, 
lOt  criminal;  that  eren  the  vessel$  which  carried 
he  unquestionable  productions  of  the  United 
States  were  ezpjosed  to.  great  and  expensive  de- 
ays,  to  tedious  investigations  in  unusual  forms, 
ad  to  exorbitant  duties.  In  short,  that  the  ordi- 
rary  usages  of  commerce  between  friendly  na- 
ions  were  abandoned." 

Again,  Mr.  Monroe,  in  the  same  letter,  says. 
If  the  ports  of  France  and  her  allies  are  not 
•pened  to  the  eommefce  of  the  United  States  on 

1  liberal  scale  and  on  fair  conditions,  of  what 
tvail  to  them,  it  may  be  asked,  will  be  the  rero- 
lation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council?  In 
lOD tending  for  the  relocation  of  these  orders,  so 
ar  as  it  was  an  object  of  interest,  the  United 
States  had  in  view  a  trade  to  the  Continent.  It 
vas  a  fair,  legitimate  object,  and  worth  contend- 
Dg  for  while  France  encouraged  it.  But  if  she 
hots  her  ports  on  our  commerce,  or  burdens  it 
orith  heavy  duties,  that  motive  is  at  an  end.'' 
ie  again  says,  '*yon  will  see  the  injustice  and 
iDdeavor  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  cringing  in 
eturn,  for  American  cargoes  sold  in  France,  an 
rqual  amount  in  the  produce  or  manufactures  of 
hat  country.  No  such  obligation  Is  imposed  on 
French  rnerchants  trading  to  the  United  Slates. 
They  enjoy  the  liberty  of  selling  their  carsroes 
or  cash,  and  taking  bsrak  what  they  please  from 
his  country  in  return.  It  is  indispensable  that 
he  trade  be  free,  that  all  American  citizens  en- 
^ged  in  it  be  placed  on  the  same  footing,  and 
Nrith  this  view,  that  the  system  of  carrying  it  on 
>y  lieeniea  granted  by  French  agents,  be  imme- 
liaiely  annulled." 

The  despatches  from  Mr.  Barlow,  by  the  Hor- 


net, most  clearly  show  that  the  expectations  of 
our  Government  have  not  only  not  been  realized, 
but  that  the  promises  obtained  by  our  Minister 
are  of  a  very  unsatisfactory  nature.  Indeed, 
while  Bonaparte  is  sending  armies  19  the  north 
of  Europe  to  take  possession  of  the  ports  on  tfaie 
Bahic,  and,  by  his  fast  sailing  squadrons,  is  burn* 
ing  American  vessels  on  the  Atlantic,  all  expec- 
tations of  a  free  trade  from  France  must  be  worse 
than  vain. 

Notwithstanding  the  violence  of  the  belliger- 
ents, were  the  restrictions  of  our  own  Govern- 
ment removed,  the  commerce  of  the  United^ 
States  might  be  extensive  and  profitabler  It  is' 
well  known  that  from  the  gallantry  of  our  sea- 
n^en,  if  tnerchant  vessels  were  allowed  to  arm 
and  associate  for  self  defence,  they  would'be  able 
to  repel  many  unlawful  aggressions.  The  danger 
of  capture  would  be  diminished,  and,  in  relation- 
to  one  of  the  belligerents  at  least,  the  risk,  under 
such  circumstance^  would  soon  be  measured  by 
insurance. 

The  discussions  of  our  Government,  in  relation 
to  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  gave  a  currency 
to  the  opinion  that  thev  exist  without  any  modi- 
fication according  to  the  extent  of  the  first  prin- 
ciples on  which  they  were  issued.  And  the  French 
Minister,  in  his  last  communication  on  this  sub- 
ject, made  to  the  Conservative  Senate,  on  the 
10th  of  March  last,  speaks  of  the  blockade  of  the 
10th  of  May,  1806,  ''as  annihilating  the  righu  of 
all  maritime  States,  an4  putting  under  interdic- 
tion whole  coasts  and  empires;'^  and  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  of  1807,  as  though  still  subsisting,  and 
that, .according  to  their  principles^  all  vessels 
were  compelled  *Ho  pay  a  tribute  to  England, 
and  all  cargoes  a  tariff  to  her  customs."  What 
the  real  extent  and  principle  of  the .  blockade  of 
May,  1806,  were,  .has  already  been  explained. 
With  respect  to  the  British  orders  of  1807,  the 
truth  is,  that,  by  a  new  order,  issued  on  the  20th 
of  April,  1809,  they  were  revoked  or  modified, 
and  the  obnoxious  transit  duty,  called  by  the 
French  Minister  'tribute. and  tariff,"  was  done 
away.  The  new  order  of  April,  1809,  which  is 
now  the  subject  of  complaint,  is  limited  to  "all 
the  ports  and  places  as  far  north  as  ihe  river 
Ems,  incius^^vely,  under  the  Government  styling 
itself  the  Kingdom  of  Holland,  and  all  ports  and 
places  under  the  Government  of  France,  together 
with  the  colonies,  plantations,  and  settlements  in 
the  possession  of  these  Governments  respectively, 
and  all  ports  and  places  in  the  northern  parts  01 
Italy,  to  be  reckoned  from  the  ports  of  OrbiteUo 
and  Pesaro,  inclusively. 

The  effect  then  of  the  British  orders  of  block- 
ade, now  in  force,  is  to  deprive  us  of  our  com- 
merce with  France,  Holland,  and  part  of  Italy ;  and 
they  leave  open  the  commerce  of  all  the  rest  of 
the  worM.  What  that  is,  some  estimate  may  be 
formed  bv  recurrence  to  the  subjoined  table, 
which  exnibits  the  state  of  our  commerce  dur- 
ing 1806.  and  1807— the  two  last  years  antece- 
dent to  tne  operation  of  our  restrictive  system. 
By  that  table  it  appears  that  the  value  of  the  ex- 
ports of  our  domestic  prxiduce  to  France,  Holland, 
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and  Italy,  was,  during  these  two  years,'^  at  an 
average  6l  only  about  06,500,000.  Whereas  the 
average  of  our  domestic  exports,  to  all  other  parts 
of  the  world,  and  which  are  now  left  free  to  us, 
notwithstanding  the  effect  of  the  British  Orders 
in  Council,  exceed  thirtjr-eight  millions !  So  ex- 
tensive a  commerce,  it  is  proposed  to  surrender 
for  the  restricted  trade  the  French  Emperor  will 
allow.  A  trade  burdened  by  impositions,  or  har- 
assed by  vexations  from  Frencii  domination,  and 
French  douaniera,  or  custom-bouse  officers,  in 
almost  every  port  of  Continental  Europe. 

As  in  the  scale  of  commercial  advantages, 
France  has  little  to  offer  in  return  for  the  many 
obvious  hazards,  \vhipb,  according  to  the  wish  of 
her  Emperor,  the  United  States  are  about  to  in- 
cur ;  so,  in  the  moral  estimate  of  the  national 
prospects,  there  is  little  character  to  gain,  or  con- 
solation to  expect,  in  the  dark  scene  of. things  on 
which  we  are  enicrine. 

A  nation  like  the  United  States,  happy  in  its 
local  relations  ;  removed  from  the  bloody  theatre 
of  Europe;  with  a  maritime  border,  opening  a 
vast  field  for  enterprise ;  with  territorial  posses- 
sions exceeding  every  real  want;  its  firesides 
safe  ;  its  altars  undefiled ;  from  invasion  nothing 
to  fear ;  from  acquisition  nothing  to  hope ;  how 
shall  such  a  nation  look  to  Heaven  for  its  smiles, 
while  throwing  away,  as  though  they  were- worth- 
less, all  the  blessings  and  joys  which  peace  and 
such  a  distinguished  lot  include?  With  what 
prayers  can  it  address  the  Most  High,  when  it 
prepares  to  pour  forth  its  youthful  rage  upon  a 
neighboring  people ;  from  whose  strength  it  has 
notihing  to  dread,  from  whose  devastation  it  has 
nothing  to  gain  ? 

r       If  our  ills  were  of  a  nature  that  war  would 

I  remedy ;  if  war  would  compensate  any  of  our 
losses,  or  remove  any  of  our  complaints,  there 
might  be  some  alleviation  of  the  sulfering,  in  the 
charm  of  the  prospect.  But  how  will  war  upon 
the  land  protect  commerce  upon  the  ocean  ? 

1  What  balm  has  Canada  for  wounded  honor? 
How  are  our  mariners  benefitted  by  a  war,  whic  h 
exposes  those  who  are  free,  without  promising 

^    release  to  those  who  are  impressed  ? 

But  it  is  said  that  war  is  demanded  by  honor. 
Is  national  honor  a  principle,  which  thirsts  after 
rengeance,  and  is  appeased  only  by  blood,' which, 

,  tramplinff  on  the  hopes  of  man,  and  spurning  the 
law  of  God,  untaugnt  by  what  is  past  and  care- 

'    less  of  what  is  to  come,  precipitates  itself  into 

^  any  folly  of  madness,  to  gratify  a  selfish  vanity 
or  to  satiate  some  unhallowed  rage  ?  If  honor 
demands  a  war  with  England,  what  opiate  lulls 
that  honor  to  «leep  over  the  wrongs  done  us  by 
France  ?  On  land,  robberies,  seizures,  imprison- 
]!nents,by  French  authority;  at  sea^  pillage, sink- 

*  Value  of  articles  of  domasttc  prpdace,  exported  to 
all  the  world.  The  whole  saumnt  io  1806,  to  Fiance, 
Holland,  (now  partof  France,)  and  Italy,  $7,0SS,008 : 
in  1807,  $6,064,633.  To  England  and  her  dependen- 
cies, in  1806,  $19,179,981 :  in  1807,  $37,916,077.  To 
all  other  parts  of  the  world,  in  1806,  $16,061,740 :  in 
1807,  14,719,883. 


in^s,  barninga,  |lnder  French  ordera.  Theie  irc ' 
notorious.  Are  they  unfelt  because  they  are 
French  ?  Is  any  alleviation  to  be  found  in  the 
correspondence,  and  humilialioii^  of  the  preient 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
the  French  Court  7  In  his  communicatioos  to 
our  Government,  as  before  the  public,  where  is 
the  cause  for  now  selecting  France  as  the  friend 
of  our  country^  and  England  as  the  enemy  1 

If  BO  illusion  of  personal  feeling,  and  no  sdi- , 
citude  for  elevation  of  place,  should  be  permitted 
to  inisffoide  the  public  councils;  if  it  is  indeed 
honorable  for  the  true  statesman  to  consult  tbe' 
public  welAire,  to  provide  in  troth  for  the  pnblic 
defence,  and  to  impose  no  yoke  of  bondage;  with 
full  knowledge  of  the  wrongs  inflicted  by  the 
French,  ought  the  Government  of  this  couDtrv 
to  aid  the  French  cause,  by  engaging  ia  wir 
•gainst  the  enemy  of  France  ?  To  sapply  the 
waste  of  such  a  war,  and  to  meet  the  appropria- 
tion of  millions  extraordinary  for  the  war  expeo- 
dilures.  must  our  fellow-citizens,  throughout  the 
Union,  be  doomed  to  sustain  the  burden  of  war- 
taxes,  in  various  forms  of  direct  and  indirect  im- 
position 7  For  official  information,  respecting  tie 
millions  deemed  requisite  for  charges  of  the  wir; 
for  like  information,  respecting  the  nature  tod 
amount  of  taxes  deemed  requisite  for  drawing 
those  millions  from  the  comaauoity,  it  is  here 
sufficient  to  refer  to  the  estionates  and  reports 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  to  tbebodf 
of  resolutions,  passed  in  March  last,  in  tbeHoase 
of  Representatives. 

It  would  be  some  relief  to  our  anxietf.  ii' 
amends  were  iikelv  to  be  made  for  the  weakaess 
and  wildness  of  the  project,  by  the  prudence  ol 
the  preparation.    But  in  no  aspect  ot  thissDom- 
aloMs  affair  can  we  trace  the  great  and  distinctirf 
properties  of  wisdom.    There  is  seen  a  headloo' 
rushing  into  difficulties,  with  Jittle  calcolation 
about  the  means,  and  little  concern  about  the 
consequences.  With  a  navy  comparatively  nom- 
inal, we  are  about  to  enter  into  the  lists  against 
the  greatest  marine  on  the  globe.    With  a  com- 
merce unprotected  and  spread  over  ever]r  ocetO; 
we  propose  to  make  profit  by  privateering,  ud 
for  this  endanger  the  wealth  of  which  we  ire 
honest  proprietors.    An  invasion  is  threateoedoi 
the  colonies  of  a  Power  which,  without  pouio? 
a  new  ship  into  commission,  or  taking  another 
soldier  into  pay,  can  spread  alarm  or  desoUnoa 
along  the  extenaive  range  of  our  seaboard.  The 
resources  of  our  country,  in  their  natural  stite, 
great  beyond  our  wants  or  our  hopes,  are  im- 
paired by  the  effect  of  artificial  restraints.  Be- 
fore adequate  fortifications  are  prepared  for  do- 
mestic defence ;  before  men,  or  money,  are  pro* 
vided  for  a  war  of  attack,  why  hasten  into  the 
midst  of  that  awful  contest  which  is  laying  waste 
Europe  ?    It  cannot  be  concealed,  that  to engtge 
in  the  present  war  against  England  is  to  place, 
ourselves  on  the  aide  of  France,  and  eipose5  0J 
to  the  vassalage  of  States  serving  under  thebtO' 
ners  of  the  French  Braperor. 

The  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  iskiHt 
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whit  are  tht  United  Smtts to  gain  by  this  war? 
Will  ifae  gratification  of  some  priirateersmen 
eompeosate  the  Dation  for  (hat  sweep  of  our 
Irgitimate  commeree  by  the  eitended  marine  of 
oar  enemy,  which  this  desperate  act  invites? 
Will  Canada  compensate  the  Middle  States  for 
New  York;  or  the  Western  States  for  New  Or- 
leiDs?  Let  us  not  be  deceired.  A  war  of  inva- 
sion may  invite  a  retort  of  invasion.  When  we 
Tisit  the  peaceable,  and  as  to  us  innocent,  colo* 
nics  of  Great  Britain  with  the  horrors  of  war, 
can  we  be  assured  that  our  own  coast  will  not  be 
visited  with  like  horrors  ?  At  a  crisis  of  the  world 
such  as  the  present,  and  under  impressions  such 
a$  these,  the  undersigned  could  not  consider  the 
war,  in  which  the  United  States  have  in  secret 
been  precipitated,  as  necessary,  or  required  by  any 
moral  duty,  or  any  political  expediency. 

George  Sullivan,  Martin  Chittenden, 

•  A.  Bigelow,  -  Elijah  Brigham, 
•Wm.  Ely,  '  Jonah  Quincy, 

•  Wm.  Heed,  "  '  Samuel  Taggart, 

•  Laban  Wheaton,  -  Leonard  White, 

•  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,        '•  BIkha  R.  Potter, 

•  Epaphroditns  Championy  *  John  Paveopevt,  jr., 


Lyinaa  Law, 
•Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
'  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 

•  James  Emott, 

•  Thomas  R.  Gold, 

•  H.  M.  Ridgely, 

•  P.  B.  Key, 

•  John  Baker, 
tJoMeph  Lewis,  jr., 

A.  McBryde. 


•  Jonathan  O.  Moaalay, 

•  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
«H,  Bleecker, 
«Asa  Fitch, 

y  James  Miinor, 

•  C.  Qoldsborongh* 

•  P.  Staait, 

James  Brcckenridge, 

•  Thomas  Wilson, 
Joseph  Pearson. 


NOTE  A. 


(^antity  of  partieuktr '  articles,  the  produce  of 
United  State$,  exported  from  1800  to  1811,  mz: 


of  the 


COTTON. 

To  all  parts  of  the  world.      To  France. 
Lbi* 


1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809* 

1810t 
18UJ 


17,78^,803 
20,911,201 
27,601,075 
41,105,698 
36,118,041 
40,388,491 
37,401,383 
66,613,737 
13»064,346 
63,210,236 
93,874,201 
62,186»000 


Lha* 

none 
844,728 
1,907;849 
3,831,840 
6,946,848 
4,604,339 
7,082,118 
6,114,868 
3,087,460 
Bonedinct 

do 

do 


To  England. 
L&r. 
16,179,513 
18,953,065 

23,433,926 
27,757,307 
25,770,748 
32,671,071 
34,266,467 
68,180,311 
7,992,693 
13,366,987 
36,171,916 
46,878^2 


*  In  1809,  in  oonaaqnenee  of  the  embargo  and  noh- 
intercouiae  act,  four  mtiyona  pounds  of  cotton  were 
shipped  for  Madeira,  ten  and  a  half  miUions  to  the 
Flondaa,  six  millions  to  Fayal  and  other  Axores,  one 
nultion  and  three  quartera  to  Portugal^  and  ten  mil- 
lions to  Sweden. 

tin  1810,  about  fonr  millions  of  pounds  of  cotton 
were  shipped  for  Spain,  three  milUona  for  Portugal, 
three  millions  lor  Madeira,  ten  millions  for  Floridas, 
^0  millions  for  Europe  generally,  four  millions  for 
Fayal  and  the  Atores,  fourteen  millions  for  Denmark 
and  Norway,  and  five  militons  for  Sweden. 

lln  1811,  nine  millions  of  pounds  of  cotton  were 
shipped  for  Russhu 


To  all  parta  of  the 
world. 

TVerces. 


1800 
1801 
1802 
1603 
1804 
1806 
1806 
1807 
1608 
1809 
1810 
1811 


1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1806 
1806 
1807 
1806 
1809 
1810 
1811 


1800 
1001 
1802 
1803 

1804 
1806 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 


112,066 

94,866 

79,822 

81,838 

78,386 

66,830 

102,627 

94,692 

9,928 

116,907 

131,341 

119,356 

Hhds. 
78,680 
103,768 
77,721 
86,291 
83,348 
71,252 
83,186 
62,233 
9,670 
63,931 
84,134 
36,823 


RICE. 
To  France.    To 

Tierces. 
none 
3,724 
7,186 
M16 
6,014 
1,601 
3,392 
3,006 
none  direct 
do 

do     • 
do 

TOBACCO. 

Hhde. 

14.1 

6,006 

16,216 

9^816 

14^633 

13,136 

9,182 

2,376 

666 

none  direct 

do 

669 


•riSH,  DHIED 

Quindals, 

392,727 

410,948 

440,925 

461,870 

667,828 

514,649 

637,467 

473,924 

156,808 

346,648     . 

280,804 

216,387 


OR  SMOKED. 

Quintals, 

none 

1,687 

27,067 

3,491 

3,766 

73,004 

19,347 

87,664 

16,144 

none 

2,150 

28,622 


England  db 

Colonies. 

Tierces, 

77,547 

.65,032 

37,393 

33,200 

24,976 

24,737 

39,298 

87,417 

4,298 

32,138 

31,118 

410,046 

Hhde. 

37,798 

66,266 

39,938 

47;889 

34,700 
18^169 
36,872 
23,047 
2,626 
8,966 
34,067 
20,342 

(tuintak. 
141,420 
111,030 

•  93,679 
71,496 
76,832 
65,676 
66,377 
65,242 

•  26,998 
66,666 
56^6 
38,343 


PfCKLED  FI0B. 

None  exported  to  European  France. 


FLOOR* 


800 
601 
802 
803 
804 
805 
806 
807 
808 
809 
810 
811 


800 
801 
80S 
803 
804 


Bbls. 

Bhls. 

Bbk. 

653,062 

none 

366,739 

1,102,444 

do 

668,033 

1,156,248 

.  14,628 

484,886 

1,311,863 

18,046 

502,006 

810,008 

1,074 

358,516 

777,613 

none 

336,176 

782,724 

do 

308,048 

1,249,619 

do 

019.918 

263,813 

do 

73,084 

846,247 

do 

230,822 

798,431 

do 

192,477 

1,445,012 

2,966 

,   276,634 

NAVAL 

8T0RBB— TAR. 

59,410 

none 

68,793 

67,487 

do 

63,688 

37,497 

797 

81,330 

78,989 

none 

76,895 

58,131 

do 

45,810 
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KAykh  8T0RE8^-TAB— Conliaued. 


Bbls.  BhU. 

1805  78,745  do 

1806  62,733  do 

1807  59,882  do 

1808  18,764  do 
1B09       128,000  -do 

1810  87,310  do 

1811  149,796  do 

TCBPERTINE. 

To  all  pATts  of  the  To  Fnnce.    To  England  dip 


Bbls. 
59,489 
50,663 
51,232 
17,70a 
33,072 
50,021 
123,034 


world. 


1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 


BhU. 
33,129 
35,418 
38,764 
61,178 
77,825 
95,640 
74,731 
53^451 
17,061 
77,898 
62,912 
100,242 


Bhk, 
none 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Coloniee* 
Bbh. 
32,580 
35,143 
36,769 
60,732 
76,950 
94,328 
71,864 
52,107 
17,009 
22,885 
36,995 
97,250 


ficacy  of  the  laws,  and  in  sopponiog  and  inTig- 
orating  all  the  measures  which  may  be  adoptd 
by  the  constituted  authorities,  for  obtaining  a 
speedy,  a  just,  and  an  honorable  peace. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  bare  hereunto  set 
\u  8.]  my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Ubi- 
ted  States  to  be  affixed  to  these  presents. 
Done  at  the  City  of  Washin^o  the  oineteeoU} 
day  pf  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aod 
twelve,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  Uoited 
States  the  thirtv-sixth. 

JAMRS  MADISON. 
By  the  President: 

JAM£S  MONROE, 
Secretary  of  StaU, 


LUHBER. 

•  Of  the  vast  quantities  of  lumber  exported  from  1800 
to  1611,  only  a  ttw  ataves  and  heading  went  to 
France,  as  follows,  Yvt : 

Thm§eanda  of  9iave»  and  heading* 


1801 

. 

• 

6,349 

1806 

m 

m 

-  716 

1803 

• 

. 

357 

1807 

m 

m 

.  614 

1604 

• 

m 

321 

1808 

m 

. 

-  106 

1805 

• 

• 

466 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

By  the  Preaidmt  of  the  United  States  ofAmerka. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by 
virtue  of  the  constituted  authority  Tested  in  them, 
have  declared  by  their  act,  bearing  date  the  18th 
day  of  the  present  month,  that  war  exists  between 
the  united  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  the  United 
States  of  America  and  their  territories :  Now 
therefore.  I,  Jjlnies  Madison,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  proclaim 
the  same  to  all  whom  it  may  concern :  and  I  do 
specially  enjoin  on  ali  persons  holding  offices  ciril 
or  military,  under  the  authority  of  the  Uoited 
States,  that  they  be  vigilant  and  zealous,  in  dis- 
charging the  duties  rei$pectively  incident  there- 
to: And  I  do  moreover  exhort  all  the  good  people 
of  the  United  States,  as  they  love  their  country; 
as  they  value  the  precious  heritage  derived  from 
the  virtue  and  valor  of  their  fathers ;  as  they  feel 
the  wrongs  which  have  forced  on  them  the  last 
resort  of  injured  nations ;  and  as  they  consult 
the  best  means,  under  the  blessing  of  Divine 
Providence,  of  abridging  its  calamities ;  that  they 
exert  themselves  in  preserving  order,  in  promot- 
ing concord,  in  maintaining  the  authority  and  ef-i 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

By  the  Preeident  of  the  United  States  of  Amaiai. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  bj 
a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  have  sigoi- 
fied  a  request,  that  a  day  may  be  recommended 
to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
with  religious  solemnity,  as  a  day  of  public  bo- 
mtliation  and  prayer:  and  whereas  such  s  re- 
commendation will  enable  the  several  religions 
denomioatioBs  and  societies  so  disposed,  to  offer, 
at  one  and  the  same  time,  their  common  rows 
and  adorations  to  Almighty  God,  on  the  solema 
occasion  produced  by  the  war,  in  which  hebas 
been  pleased  to  permit  the  injustice  of  a  foreign 
Power  to  involve  these  United  States ;  I  do  tbere- 
fore  recommend  the  third  Thursday  in  August 
next^  as  a  convenient  day,  to  be  set  apart,  for  tb« 
devout  purposes  of  rendering  the  Sovereign  d 
the  Universe,  and  the  Benefactor  of  Mankind,  the 
public  homage  due  to  His  holy  attributes ;  of  ac- 
xnowledffing  the  transgressions  which  might  just- 
ly provoke  the  manifestations  of  His  divine  dis- 
pleasure ;  of  seeking  his  merciful  forgiveness,  and 
His  assistance  in  the  great  duties  oi  repeotanee 
and  athendment;  and,  especially,  of  offisring  fer- 
vent supplications,  that,  in  the  present  season  of 
calamity  and  war,  he  would  take  the  Americaa 
people  under  His  peculiar  care  and  protectioo; 
that  He  would  guide  their  public  councils,  aoi- 
mate  their  patriotism,  and  bestow  His  blessing oa 
their  arms;  that  He  would  inspire  all  natios^ 
with  a  love  of  justice  and  of  concord,  and  witb 
a  reverence  for  the  uoerrmg  precept  of  our  boi}' 
religion,  to  do  to  others  as  they  would  reqoire 
that  others  should  do  to  them ;  and,  lioallf,  (bat 
turning  the  hearts  of  our  enemies  from  tberio- 
lence  and  injustice  which  away  their  cooacils 
against  us,  He  would  hasten  a  restoration  of  tbe 
blessings  of  peace. 

Given  at  Washington,  the  ninth  dayofJaly. 
[l.  8.]  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eigbt 
hundred  and  twelve. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President : 

JAMES  MONROE, 
Secretary  of  SUiU. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  CONGRESS; 


PASSED  AT  THE  FIRST  SE38ION  OF  THE  TWELFTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD 

AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  NOVEMBER  4,  1811. 


in  Aet  to  antboriie  the  transportatbn  of  certain  doc- 
timeiite  free  of  postage. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hep- 
-esentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled.  That  the  members  of  .Coq- 
rress,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Clerk 
)f  the  House  of  Representatives,  be  and  they  are 
aereby  respectively  authorized  to  traosroit,  free 
)f  postage,  the  several  Messases  of  the  President 
)f  ibe  United  Slates  of  the  5th  and  7th  days  of 
November,  ia  the  year  one  tbousaiid  eight  huQ- 
Ired  and  eleven,  and  the  documents  accompany- 
Dg  the  sameL  printed  by  order  of  ihe  Senate  and 
)y  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  any 
)ost  office  within  the  United  States  aad  Tcrri- 
ories  thereof,  to  which  thay  may  direct^  any  law 
0  the  contrary  notwithstandioff. 

H.  CLAY. 
Speaker  of  the  Home  of  ReiprsaenMite», 

GEO.  CUNTON, 
Vice-President  qfihe  United  States,  and. 
President  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  Nov-ember  18, 1811. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 


in  Act  to  alt«r  the  time  of  holding  one  of  the  terms 
of  the  District  Court  in  the  District  of  Maine. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That,  from  and  after  the 
(assiogofihisactjthe  District  Court  of  the  United 
Elates  for  the  District  of  Maine  shall  be  bolden 
t  Wi!«casset,  within  said  district,  on  the  second 
ruesday  of  September,  annually,  instead  of  the 
irst  Tuesday  of  said  month,  anything  in  any 
ormer  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  November  28, 1811. 


in  Act  making  a  further  appropriatnm  for  the  support 

of  a  LitNrary. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  in  addition  to  the  bal- 
tnce  of  the  former  appropriations  made  to  pur- 
chase books  for  the  use  of  Congress,  there  shall 
>e  appropriated  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
reariy,  for  the  term  of  five  years ;  to  be  paid  out 
tfany  moneys  ia  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, and  expended  under  the  direction  of 
tjotDt  committee,  to  consist  of  three  members  of 
he  Senate  and  three  members  of  the  House  of 
iepresentativcs,  to  be  appointed  every  session  of 
^ogress,  during  the  continuance  of  this  appro- 
»riation. 

Approved,  December  6, 1811. 


An  Act  extending  the  time  ibr  opening  the  several 
land  offices  eetablished  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

Be  it  en^ted^  f  c,  That  so  much  of  the  sixth 
section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  proriding  for 
the  fioal  adjustment  of  claims  to  land  and  for  (he 
sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Or- 
leans and  Louisiana,  and  to  repeal  the  act  passed 
for  the  same  purpose  and  approved  February  six- 
teenth, Qne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven," 
as  directs  that  the  several  land  offices  established 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans  shall  be  opened  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  and  on  the  first  day  of 
February,one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sac  2.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the 
said  land  offices  shall,  resbectively,  be  opened  on 
such  day  or  days  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall,  by  proclamation,  designate  for  that 
purpose;  and  the  public  land  shall,  in  every  other 
respect,  be  offered  for  sale  at  the  said  oflkes  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  directed  by  the  aforesaid  act. 

Appro  vedy  December  12, 1811. 

An  Act  allowing  Inrther  time  for  completing  the  pay- . 
mentfl  on  certain  lands  held  by  right  of  pre-emption» 
in  the  Missiasippi  Territory. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  the  purchasers  of 
public  lands)  by  tight  of  pre*emption,  in  the  Mis" 
sissippi  Territory,  who  have  made  payment  of 
their  first  instalment  of  the  purchase  nooney,  be 
allowed  until  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  to  complete  the 
payments  oh  their  lands,  respectively,  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding; 

Approved,  December  12, 1811. 

An  Act  to  authoriie  the  surveying  and  making  of  cer- 
tain X08ds«  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by 
the  Ttwty  of  Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.»  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  hereby  is.  authorized  to  ap- 
point three  commissioners,  who  shall  explore, 
survev,  and  mark,  by  the  most  eligible  course,  a 
road  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  river  Miami, 
of  Lake  Erie,  to  the  western  line  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Reserve,  and  a  road  to  run  southwardly  from 
Lower  Sandusky  to  the  boundary  line  established 
by  the  Treaty  or  Greenville,  which  said  road  shall 
be  sixtv  feet  in  width ;  and  the  said  commission- 
ers shall  make  out  accurate  plats  of  such  surveys, 
acoompaoied  with  field  notes,  and  certify  and 
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transmit  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who,  if  he  approves  of  said  surveys,  shall 
cause  the  puts  thereof  to  be  deposited  in  the  of- 
fice op  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  said  roads  shall  be  considered  as  established 
and  accepted,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  held  at 
Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  on 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Novemberi,  one  thousand 
eii^ht  hundred  and  eight. 

Sec*  2.  And  be  it  further  epacted,  That  the 
aforesaid  roads  shall  be  opened  and  made  under 
the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  dfrect. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  commissioners  shall  each  be  entitled  to  re* 
ceive  three  dollars,  and  their  necessary  assistants 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  for  each  and  every  day 
which  they  shall  be  necessarily  employed  in  the 
exploring,  surveying,  and  marking  said  roads; 
and  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  the  aforesaid 
commissioners  and  their  assistants^  and  for  open- 
ing and  making  said  roads,  there  shall  be  aiid 
hereby  is  appropriated  the  sum  of  six  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  December  12, 1811. 


An  Act  for  the  apportionment  of  Rcpreientativet 
among  the  several  States,  aceording  to  the  third 
•  enumeration* 

Be  it  enacted,  (fc,  That,  from  and  af\er  the 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
^  and  thirteen,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  composedf  of  members  elected  agreeably  to  a 
ratio  of  one  Representative  for  every  thirty-five 
thousand  persons  in  each  State,  computed  accord- 
ing to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  that  is  to  say:  within  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  six;  withrn  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  twenty;  within  the  State  of 
Vermont,  six ;  within  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
two;  Within  the  State  of  Connecticut,  seven; 
within  the  Sute  of  New  York,  twenty-seven; 
within  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  six;  within'  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  twenty-three  ;  within  the 
State  of  Delaware,  two;  within  the  State  of 
Maryland,  nine;  within  the  State  of  Virgtaia, 
twenty-three;  within  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
thirteen  ;  within  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
nine;  within  the  State  of  Oeorgia^six;  within 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  ten ;  within  the  State  of 
Ohio,  six;  within  the  State  of  Tennessee,  six. 

Approved,  December  21,  1611. 

\  An  Act  for  completing  the  ezitting  Military  Establish- 
ment. 

Be  it  enacted,  ifc.  That  the  military  establish- 
ment, as  now  authorized  by  law,  be  immediately 
completed. 

Sec.  2.  And  lie  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  each  effective,  able-bodied 
man,  recruited  or  re*cnlisted  for  that  service,  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  unless  sooner. discharged, 
the  sum  of  sixteen  dollars ;  but  the  payment  of 


one-half  of  the  said  bounty  shall  be  deferred  a&tii 
he  shaU  be  mustered  and  have  joined  tbccorpsia 
which  he  is  to  serve;  and  whenever aoy dob- 
commissioned  officer  or  soldier  ahall  bediscbarged 
from  the  service,  who  shall  have  obtained  frao 
the  cotnmanding  officer  of  bis  company,  battalioo, 
or  regiment,  a  certificate  that  he  had  faithfollj 
performed  his  duty  whilst  in  service,  he  tint 
moreover  be  allowed  and  paid,  in  addtiioo  to  the 
aforesaid  bounty,  three  month^  pay,  and  onehua* 
dred  and  sixty  acres  of  land ;  and  the  heirs  aad 
representatives  of  those  non-commtsstoned  officers 
or  soldiers,  who  may  be  killed  in  action,  or  dieic 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall  likewise  be 
paid  and  allowed  the  said  additional  bountf  c:' 
three  months'  pay,  and  one  hundred  aad  sixty 
acres'of  land,  to  be  designated,  surveyed,  aodhii 
off  at  the  public  expense,  in  such  maooer.  aoi 
upon  such  terms  and  conditions,  as  may  be  pro- 
vided by  law. 
Approved,  December  24, 1811. 


An  Act  antboriztng  the  PreiidMit  of  the  Uoited  States) 
to  rai«e  certain  companies  of  Rangets  fer  the  protec- 
tion of  th«  frontier  of  the  United  Qtates. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  President  ofib 
United  States,  whenever  he  shall  have  satisfacic- 
ry  evidence  of  the  actual  or  threatened  inraska 
of  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  Staler 
by  any  Indian  tribe  or  tribes,  be  and  he  is  hereh 
authorized  to  raise,  either  by  the  accepUDce  cl 
volunteers  or  enlistment  for  one  year,  uoless 
sooner  discharged,  as  many  companies  as  he  maf 
deem  necessary,  not  exceeding  six,  who  saiil 
serve  on  foot  or  be  mounted,  as  the  service  io  b 
opinion  may  reqaire,  ahali  act  on  the  frontier  as 
ranffers,  be  armed,  eq nipped,  and  organized  ic 
such  manner,  and  be  under  such  regulatioDi  aod 
restrictions,  as  the  nature  of  the  service,  io  iii' 
opinion,  may  make  necessary. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  eacii 
of  the  said  companies  of  rangers  shall  coo^i.«t  of 
one  captain,  one  first,  one  second  lieutenant,  oae 
ensign,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  and  siur 
privates. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  vbea 
the  said  rangers  arm  and  equip  themselref,  aad 
provide  for  their  own  horses,  they  shall  beallo*'- 
ed  each  one  dollar  per  day,  and  without  a  liorse 
seventy-five  cents  per  day,  as  full  compeasaiioa 
for  their  services,  rations,  or  forage,  as  the  case 
may  be.  The  commisaioned  officers  shall  receivs 
the  same  pay  aod  rations  as  officers  of  the  same 
grade  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Sec  4,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
officers,  non-com miastooed  officers,  and  private 
raised  pursuant  to  this  act.  shall  be  entitled  totbe 
like  compensation  in  case  of  disability,  by  wooodi 
and  otherwise,  incurred  in  the  service,  as  officers^ 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  io  i^^ 
present  military  establiahment,  aod  with  tbeia 
shall  be  subject  to  the  rnleaand  articles  of  war. 
which  have  been  established  or  may  hereafter  bf 
law  be  established ;  and  the  provisions  of  the  aci 
entitled  **An actfixingthe miliury  peace estaUi^it- 
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DKDt  of  th«  Uoited  Su(te0,"  so  ikr  a*  thef  mtf  be 
applicable,  shall  be  extended  to  all  pervoos^  mat- 
ters^aod  tbiogs,  witbio  the  intent  and  meaaiog  of 
ibis  act,  in  tbe  same  manner  as  if  tbey  were  in- 
serted at  large  in  tbe  same.  Tbis  act  aball  take 
effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  Che  passage 
thereof,  and  continue  in  force  for  one  year,  and 
from  tbeace  to  tbe  end  of  tbe  nekt  session  of 
Congress. 

Sec.  5.  And  heitfurlhermaeied,  That,  in  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  atuborized  to  appoint  all  the  offi- 
eers  proper  Co  be  appointed  under  this  act ;  which 
ippointmeats  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate,  at 
tberr  next  sessieUyfor  their  adrice  and  consent. 

Approved,  January  2, 1812.     - 


An  Act  to  muthorize  the  laying  cot  and  opening  a  pnh- 
lie  road  from  the  line  eatabliahed  by  the  Treaty  of 
Greenville,  to  the  North  Bend,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  opened  a  road  Irom  the  point  where 
the  United  States'  road  from  Vincennes,  to  the 
former  Indian  booodary  Tine,  established  by  the 
Treaty  of  Greenville,  strikes  tbe  said  line,  to  the 
North  Bead,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  tbe  expenses  of  openlocr 
(be  said  road,  there  is  hereby  appropriated  a  sum 
of  money  not  exceeding  eight  hundred  dollars, 
payable  out  of  any  moneys  in  tbe  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  8, 1812. 


An  Act  to  raise  an  additional  Military  Force. 

Beit  enacted^  ^c,  That  there  be  immediately 
raised^  ten  regiments  of  infantry,  two  regiments 
of  artillery,  and  one  regiment  of  light  dragoons, 
(0  be  enlisted  for  the  term  of  five  years,  unless 
sooner  discharged. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  r^- 
tioieot  of  infantry  shail  consist  of  eighteen  cap- 
laios,  eighteen  first  lieutenants,  eighteen  second 
lieutenants,  eighteen  ensigns,  seventy-two  ser- 
l^eants,  seventy*two  corporals^  tbirty^six  muai- 
6ian8,and  eighteen  hundred  privates,  which  shall 
form  two  battalions,  each  of  nine  companies.  A 
regiment  of  artillery  shall  consist  of  twenty  cap- 
tains, twenty  first  lieutenanfts,  twenty  second  lieu- 
tenants, forty  cadets,  eighty  sergeants,  eishty  cor- 
|>orals,  one  hundred  and  sixty  artificers,  forty  mn- 
ticiaos,  and  foorteen  hundred  and  forty  privates, 
irhich  shall  form  two  battalions,  each  of  ten  com- 
[Hinies.  The  regiment  of  cavalry  shall  •consist  of 
twelve  captains,  twelve  first  lieutenants,  twelve 
ieeond  lieutenants,  twelve  cornets,  twenty-four 
:adets,  forty-eight  sergeants, forty-eighl  corporals, 
twelve  saddlers,  twelve  farriers,  twelve  trumpeters, 
md  nine  hundred  and  sixty  privates,  which  shall 
form  two  battalions,  each  of  six  companies. 

Sgc.  3.  And  be  U  Jurthet  enacted,  That  to 
»ch  regiment  raised  under  this  act,  whether  of 
infantry,  mrttliery,  or  light  dragoons,  there  shall 
>e  appointed  one  colone),  two  lieoienant  colo- 


nels, two  majoi^  two  adjutants, one  quartermas* 
ter,  one  paymaster,  one  surgeon,  two  sorgeon^s 
mates,  two  surgeon  majors,  two. quartermaster 
seraeaau,  and  two  senior  musieians. 

Sbc.  4.  And-be  ii  further  enacted,  That  there 
sbali  be  anpointed  two  major  generals,  eiich  of 
whom  shali  be  allowed  two  aids,  to  be  taken 
from-  the  commissioned  ofi^rs  of  the  Une,  and 
^ye  brigadier  generals,  each  of  whom  shall  be 
allowed  a  brigade  major  and  an  aid,  to  be  taken 
from  tlie  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  line;  and  . 
there  sbali  also  be  appoiated  one  adjutant  general 
and  one  inspector  general,  each  with  tbe  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  brigadier  general ;  the 
said  adjutant  general  shali  be  allowed  one  or  more 
assistants,  not  exceeding  three,  to  be  taken  from 
the  line  of  the  army,  with  tbe  same  pay  and  emo- 
luments as  by  this  act  are  allowed  to  a  lieutenant 
colonel:  the  said  inspector  general  shall  be  al- 
lowed two  assistant  inspectors,  to  be  taken  from 
the  line  of  the  army,  eaoh  of  whom  shall  receive, 
while  acting  ia  sard  capacity,  the  same  pay  and 
emoluments  as  by  this  act  are  allowed  to  a  lieu- 
tenant colonel;  there  shali  also  be  appointed  such 
number  of  hospital  surgeons  and  mates  as  the 
service  may  require^  with  oim  steward  to  each 
hospital. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when, 
an  officer  is  detached  to  serve  as  brigade  major  or 
aid,  or  as  assistant  to  the  adjutant  general  or  in- 
spector general  on  the  appointment  of  a  general 
o6ker,  or  as  adjtliant  or  quartermaster  on  the 
appointment  of  a  colonel,  be  shall  not  thereby 
lose  his  rank. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
major  generals,  respectively,  shall  be  entitled  to 
two  hundred  dollars  monthly  pay,  with  twenty 
dollars  allowance  for  forag^,  monthly,  and  fifteen 
rations  per  day.  Their  aids-de-eamp  shall  each 
be  entitled  to  twentjr-four  dollars  monthly,  in 
addition  to  their  pay  in  the  line^  and  ten  dollars 
monthly  for  forage,  and  four  rations.  The  brig- 
adier generals,  respectively,  shall  be  entitled  to 
one  hundred  and  four  dollars  monthly  pay, 
twelve  rations  per  day,  and  sixteen  dollars  per 
month  for  forage,  when  not  found  by  the  public. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
other  officers,  cadets,  non-commissioned  officers, 
musiciens,  artificers,  and  privates,  authorized  by 
this  act,  shall  receive  the  like  pay,  forage,  rations, 
clothing,  and  other  emoluments,  es  tbe  officers  of 
tbe  same  grade  and  corpse  cadets,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  music iaasy  artificers,  and  privates, 
of  the  present  military  establishment. 

S£c.  8,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
ration  shall  consist  of  one  pound  and  a  quarter  of 
beef,  or  three  quarters  of  a  pound  of  pork,  eighteen 
ounces  of  bread  or  flour,  one  gill  of  rum,  whisket', 
or  brandy,  and  at  the  rate  of  two  quarts  of  salt, 
four  quarts  of  vinegar,  four  pounds  of  soap,  and 
one  pouiNl  and  a  half  of  candles,  to  every  hundred 
rations. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted.  That  every 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  and  private, 
of  the  artillery  and  infantry,  shall  receive  an^ 
Dually  tbe  following  ariieies  of  uniform  cloth- 
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in^  to  wit:  one  hat^  one  coat,  one  vest,  two 
pair  of  woollen,  and  two])airor  linen  OTeralis, 
one  coarse  linen  frock  and  trowsers  for  fatigue 
'"  olotbing,  four  pair  of  shoes,  four  shirts,  two  pair 
of  socks,  two  pair  of  short  stockings,  one  blanlcet, 
one  stock  and  clasp,  and  one  pair  of  half  gaiters : 
And  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  authorized 
to  cause  to  be  furnished  to  the  pavmasters  of  the 
respective  districts  such  surplus  of  clothing  as  he 
may  deem  expedient,  which  clothing  shall,  under 
his  direction,  be  furnished  to  the  soldiers  when 
necessary,  at  the  contract  prices,  and  account- 
ed for  by  them  out  of  their  arrears  of  monthly 
pay. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians* 
and  privates,  of  the  said  corps,  shall  be  crorernea 
by  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  which  hare 
been  established  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  or  by  such  rules  and  articles  as 
may  be  hereafter,  by  law,  established. 

Sbc  11.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  the 
commissioned  officers  who  shall  be  employed  in 
the  reeruitinc^  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
£oT  every  effective  able-bodied  man,  who  shall 
be  duly  enlisted  by  him  for  the  term  of  five  years, 
and  mustered,  (and  between  the  ^ees  of  eighteen 
and  forty-five  years,)  the  sum  of  two  dollars: 
.  thro/tided,  neverMUes,  That  this  regulation^  so 
far  as  respects  the  age  of  the  recruit,  shall  not 
extend  to  musicians  or  to  those  soldiers  who  may 
re^enlist  into  the  service:  And  proffided,  aiMO, 
That  no  person  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  shall  be  enlisted  by  any  officer,  or  held  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  without  the  con- 
sent in  writing  of  his  parents,  guardian^  or  mas- 
ter, first  had  and  obtained,  if  any  he  have ;  and  if 
any  officer  shall  enlist  any  person  contrary  to  the 
true  meaning  of  this  act,  for  every  such  offence 
1^  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  amount  of  the  bounty 
and  clothing  which  the  person  so  recruited  may 
receive  from  the  public,  to  be  deducted  out  of 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  such  officer. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
•hall  be  allowed^and  paid  to  each  effective  able- 
bodied  man,  recruited  as  aforesaid,  to  serve  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  a  bountv  of  sixteen  dol- 
lars; but  the  payment  of  eight  dollars  of  the  said 
bounty  shall  ne  deferred  until  he  shall  be  mus< 
tered,-and  have  joined  some  military  corps  of  the. 
United  Stales  for  service.  Aod  whenever  any 
non-commissioned  officer,  or  soldier,  shall  be  dis- 
char|red  from  the  service,  who  shall  have  ob- 
tained from  the  commaoding  officer  of  hia  oom- 
eany,  battalion,  or  regiment,  a  certificate,  that  he 
ad  faithfully  performed  his  duty  whilst  in  ser- 
vice, he  shall  'moreover  be  allowed  and  paid,  in 
addition  to  the  said  bounty,  three  montns'  pay, 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  ;  and  the 
heirs  and  representatives  of  those  non-eommi*- 
atoned  officers  or  soldiers  who  may  be  killed  in 
action,  or  die  in  the  service  of  the  iJnited  States, 
shall  likewise  be  paid  and  allowed  the  said  addi- 
tional bounty  of  three  months*  pay  and  one  bun* 
dred  and  sixty  iftcres  of  bind,  to^  be  designated, 
surveyed^  and  laid  off,  at  the  public  expense,  in 
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such  manned  and  upon  such  terms  and  coali- 
tions as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

Sbc.  13.  And  be  it  Jutther.  enacted,  That  Ok 
said  corps  shall  be  paid  m  such  manner,  tbat  the 
arrears  shall, at  no  titne,  exceed  two  rooothi.  ooIm 
the  circumstances  of  the  ease  shall  reader  itooi- 
voidable. 

Sic.  U.  And  be  it Jurther  enacted,  Thatiftsf 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  pri- 
vate, shall  be  disabled  by  wounds,  or  ocberwiat, 
while  in  the  line  of  hfsduty,in  pubHe  service,  be 
•hall  be  placed  on  ihe  list  of  invalids  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  State  S)  at  such  rate  of  pension,  and  under  tack 
regulations,  as  are  or  may  be  directed  hj  liw: 
Provided  alwayef  That  the  cotDpensatioa  to  be 
allowed  for  such  wounds  oriliaabiiities,  to  a  eon- 
missioned  officer,  shall  not  exceed,  for  the  highest 
rate  of  disability,  half  the  moothlv  nay  of  sodi 
officer,  at  the  time  of  his  being  disabled  or  wooo^ 
ed ;  and  tbat  no  officer  shall  receive  more  ihii 
the  half  pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel ;  and.  thit  ibe 
rate  of  compensation  to  non-com  missioned  oft- 
cers,  musicians,  and  privates,  shall  not  exceed  fire 
dollars  per  month:  And  provided  ako,  ThataO 
inferior  disabilities  shall  entitle  the  persoa  so  dis- 
abled to  receive  an  allowance  proportionate  u 
the  highest  disability. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatiftof 
cpmmissioned  officer,  in  the  Military  Esiablisb- 
ment  of  tbe  United  States,  shall,  while  in  the  se^ 
vice  of  the  United  States,  die  by  reason  of  aoy 
wound  received  in  actual  service  of  the  Uoitec 
States,  and  leave  a  widow,  or,  if  no  widow. a 
child  or  children,  under  sixteen  years  of  age.  soc& 
widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  such  child  or  chiidrtB, 
shall  bef  entitled  to  and  receive  half  the  moothy 
pay  to  which  the  deceased  was  entitled  at  tbe 
time  of  hia  death,  for  and  during  the  term  of 
five  years.  But,  in  case  of  the  death  or  tnitr- 
marriage  of  such  widow,  before  the  expiration  ot' 
the  said  term  of  five  years,'the  half  pajr  for  ibe 
remainder  of  the  time  shall  go  to  the  child  d 
auch  deceased  officer:  Provided  ahtaytj  Tbat 
such  half  pay  shall  cease  on  the  decease  of  sock 
child  or  cliiidren. 

Sbc  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  if  aof 
non-commissioned  officer,  mssician,  or  prirate 
shall  desert  the  service  of  the  United  Sut<s,he 
•hall,  in  addition  to  the  penalties  mentiosed  io 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  be  liable  to  terrefor 
and  during  such  a  period  as  shall,  with  tbe  time 
be  may  hare  served  previous  to  his  desertion, 
amount  to  the  full  term  of  his  enlistment;  aod 
such  soldier  shall  and  may  be  tried  bjr  a  eonrt 
martial,  and  punished,  although  the  term  of  his 
enlistment  may  have  elapsed  prerions  to  bis  b^ 
ing  apprehended  or  tried. 

Sbo.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbatererr 
person,  not  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  wir, 
who  shall  procure  or  entice  a  soldier  ia  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  to  desert;  orwboshiii 
purchase  from  any  soldier  his  arras,  uniform 
clothing,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  everjr  captaio 
or  commanding  officer  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  «bo 
shall  enter  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel  as  ooeoi 
his  crew,  knowing  him  4o  have  deserted,  or  other- 
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rise  carry  awftf,  any  sneh  soldier,  or  iball  lafase 
Q  deliver  him  up  to  the  orders  of  his  commaod- 
ag  officer,  shall,  upon  legal  conviction,  i>e  fined 
(the  dtscretioD  of  any  court  having  eognizaace 
f  the  same,  in  any  sum  not  exoeediog^  three 
luodred  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  any  term  not 
xceeding  one  year. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
fficefy  Bon-oomcDissioned  officer,  musician,  and 
rirate,  shall  lake  and  subscribe  the  following 
ttb  or  affirmation,  to  wit : 

"I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnlv  sirear,  or  affirm,  (as  the 
ise  may  be,)  that  I  #i  11  bear  true  faith  aud  aile^ 
isDce  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that 
will  serve  them,  honestly  and  Aiithfully,  against 
wir  enemies  or  opposers  whomsoever ;  and  that  I 
rill  observe  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  President 
f  the  Uoiced  States,  and.  the  orders  of  the  officers 
ppoioted  over  me,  according'  to  the  rulea  and 
nicies  of  war." 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
iftll  be  appointed  to  each  division  a  judge  ad  vo- 
lte, who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay  and 
moluments  as  a  major  in  the  iefa^try,  or,  if  taken 
om  the  line  of  the  army,  shall  be  entitled  to 
nrif  dollars  per  month  in  addition  to  his  pay, 
od  the  same  allowance  for  forage,  as  is  allowed 
f  law  for  a  major  of  infantry. 
Sec.  20.  And  be  it furtfter  enacted,  That  where 
ay  commissioned  officer  shall  be  obliged  to  incur 
oy  extra  expense  in  travelling  and  silting  on 
?Deral  courts  martial,  be  shall  be  allowed  a  rea- 
dable compensation  for  such  extra  expense  ac- 
lally  incurred,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  and 
venty- five  cents  per  day  to  officers  who  are  not 
Killed  to  forage,  and  not  exceeding  one  dollar 
?r  day  to  such  as  shall  be  entitled  to  foraffe. 
Sec.  21,  And  be  it  juriher  enacted,  That  no 
oo-com missioned  officer,  musician,  or  private, 
aring  the  term  of  his  service,  shall  be  arrested  on 
tesne  process,  or  taken,  or  charged  in  execution 
fany  debt  or  debts  contracted  before  enlistment, 
hich  were  severally  under  twenty  dollars  at  the 
me  of  contracting  the  same,  nor  for  any  debt 
hatever  contracted  after  enlistment. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  itfurih«r  enacted.  That  when- 
rer  any  officer  or  sofdier  shall  be  discharged  from 
le  service,  except  by  way  of  punishment  for  any 
Fence,  he  shall  be  allbwed  his  pay  and  rations, 
an  equivalent  In  money,  for  such  term  of  time 
(shall  be  sufficient  for  him  to  travel  from  the 
ace  of  discharge  to  the  place  of  his  residence, 
)mputiog  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles  to  a  day. 
Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
ibsistence  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  when  not 
^ceived  in  kind,  shall .  be  estimated  at  twenty 
iots  per  ration. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
tail  be  appointed  to  each  brigade,  one  chaplain, 
ho  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay  and  emolu- 
ents  as  a  major  in  the  infantry. 

Sec  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  JHat  no 
ineral  field,  or  staff'officer,  who  may  be  appointed 
r  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
ly  pay  or  emolumentji  until  he  shall  be  called 


iato  adtml  servfee,  nor  for  any  longer  time  than 
he  shall  contit|ue  therein. 
Approved,  January  11, 181^. 

An  Ast  directing  the  terms  on  which  Isnds  sold  at  pub- 
lie  sale,  a^d  that  revert  |pr  iailore  in  paymanty  shali 
lyiain  be  sold. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^c..  That  no  tract  or  tracts  of 
the  reserved  aectioos,  or  other  public  lands  of  the 
United  States,  that  have  been  or  may  hereafter 
be  sold  at  public  sale^and  which  may  have,  or 
tbM,  on  account  of  failure  to  complete  the  pay- 
meat  of  the  purehase^monev,  revert  to  the  United 
States,  shall  hereafter  be  sold  at  private  sale,  at  a 
price  less  than  that  £br  which  the  same  tract  was 
sold  at  public  sale. 

Approved,  January  14, 1812. 

An  Act  authorizing  the  porchaae  of  ordnance  and  ord- 
.  nance  stores,  camp'  equipage,  and  other  quartermas- 
ter's stores,  and  small  arms.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c,  That  the  sum  of  one  million 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  the  purchase,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  camp  eqaipage, 
and  other  quartermaster'sc  stores,  for  the  use  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  appropriated^  for  the  purchase,  under  the 
directiou  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  saltpetre  and  sulphur,  for  makins  the  same  into 
powder,  and  for  ordnance  and  small  arms,  for  the 
use  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  January  14, 1812. 

An  Act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  District  Courta 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  Noil^  Carolina  district. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^c.y  That,  instead  of  the  time 
heretofore  established  by  law  for  the  sessions  of 
the  disrtrict  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
North  Carolina  district*  the  ^aid  courts  shall  here- 
after coma>ence  and  be  holdeo  on  the  following 
days  in  each  year,  that  is  to  say :  At  Edenlon,iQ 
and  for  the  district  of  Albemarle,  on  the  third- 
Monday  of  April  and  third  Monday  of  October ; 
at  Newberu,  in  and  for  the  district  of  Pamptico, 
on  the  first  Monday  after  the  third  Monday  of 
April,  and  third  Monday  of  October ;  at  Wilming- 
ton, in  and  for  the  district  of  Cape  Fear,  on  the 
second  Monday  after  the  third  Monday  of  April, 
and  third  Monday  of  October;  anything  contained 
in  any  former  act  or  acts  to  the  contrary  notwtth* 
standing.  And  all  actions,  suits,  process,  plead- 
ings, recognisances,  and  all  other  proceedings,  of 
what  nature  or  kind  soever,  civil  or  criminal, 
commenced,  or  to  be  commenced,  and  made  re^ 
turnable  to  any  of  the  said  courts,  in  the  month 
of  February  next,  shaHiM  continued,  respectively, 
and  shall  be  returned  to  and  have  day  in  the  term 
of  said  courts  next  to  be  holden  by  virtue  of  this 
act ;  and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  there- 
on, with  the  same  efiect  and  power,  they  would 
have  had  if  this  alteration  had  not  been  made. 
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Sbo.  2,  And  be  it  finiher  enacted,  That  if  the 
judge  of  the  district  courts  aforeeaid  sboiiid  fail 
to  attend  on  the  first  day  of  the  term  of  any  of  the 
said  courts,  respectively,  it  shall  and  pay  be  law- 
ful for  the  marshal  of  ih<*  district,  and  lie  is  hereby 
authorized,  tt>  adjourn  t^^'said  court  or  courts 
until  the  next  succeeding  day ;  and  if  the  said 
judge  does  not  attend  before  the  expiration  of  the 
second  day  of  the  term  of  the  baid. court  or  edurts, 
respectively,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
marshal  aforesaid  to  adjourn  the  said  court  or 
<ioart8  to  the  term  next  in  course;  anything  in 
kaj  former  act  or  acts  to  the  contrary  notwith* 
standing* 

Approved  January  23, 18i2, 


An  Act  to  contlnae  in  fofce,  for  a  fhrther  ttme,vthe  first 
'section  of  the  act,  entitled  *<  An  act  farther  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Barbaty  Powers.'' 

.  Be  it  enactedj  ^c,  That  so  much  of  the  act 
passed  on  the  twentv-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled,  "  An  act 
further  to  protect  the  eoramerce  and  seamen  of 
the  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Powers," 
igis  is  cootaloed  in  the  first  section  of  the  said  act, 
and  which  was  revived  and  continued  in  force 
for  the  time  therein  mentioned,  by  an  act^enti-' 
tfed  ^'Anract  to  revive  and  continue  in  force,'  for 
a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
^An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea-* 
men  of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary 
Powers,**  passed  on  the  twelfth  day  of  January, 
one  thousaml  eight  hundred  and  ten,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  continued  in  force  until  the  fourth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen:  Provided,  hotoever^  That  the  additional 
duty  laid  by  the  said  section  shall  be  collected  on 
all  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  Uabte  to 
pay  the  same,  as  shall  have  been  impoirted  previ- 
ous to  that  day. 
Approved,  January  3^1,  1812. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  District  Courta 
within  and  for  the  District  of  Connecticut. 

.  Be  it  enacted^  fc,  That  the  district  court  within 
and  for  the  district  of  Connecticut  shall  hereaf- 
ter be  Jiolden  on  the  fourth  Tuesdays  of  Febru- 
ary, May,  Auguat,  and  November,  in  each  year, 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And 
that  all  actions,  suits,  writs,  process,  pleadings, 
or  other  proceedings,  commenced  or  to  be  com- 
menced, oc  which  are  now  pending  in  the  district 
^ourt  in  said  district,  may  be  returned  to,  and  shall 
be  continued  to  the  district  court  to  be  holden  on 
the  fourth  Tuesday  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  as  i$  herein  provided.- 
Approved,  February  6, 1812. 


An  Act  authorising  the  Presidentof  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organize  certain  Volunteer  and  Mili- 
tary Corps. 

Beit  enactedj  ^c.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby^  atathorixed  to 


accept  of  any  company  or  companies  of  volvft- 
teers,  either  of  artillery,  cavalry,  or  infantry,  whc 
may  associate  and  offer  themselves  for  theserrice. 
not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  men ;  who  shell  he 
clothed,  and,  in  case  of  cavalry,  furnished  with 
horses,  at  their  own  expense,  and  armed  a&d 
equipped  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Sutes. 
after  they  shall  be  called  into  aerrice ;  and  whose 
commissioned  officers  shall  be  appointed  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law  in  the  several  Stties 
audi  Territories  to  which  such  companies  »hall 
respectively  belong :  Provided,  That  where  ssf 
company,  battalion,  regiment,  brigade,  or  dirision. 
of  militia,  alceadf  organized,  shall  tender  their 
voluntary  service  to  OSe  Uniteii  Statea,  socheoo- 
pany,  battalion,  Tegimant,  brigade,  or  dirisios. 
shall  continue  to  be  cbmmaBded  by  the  offieen 
holding  commissions  in  the  same,  at  the  tiioe  of 
such  tender  s  and  any  vacancy  thereafter  oeeor- 
rine,  shall  be  filled  in  the  mode  plonted  out  bflav 
in  the  State  or  Territory  wherein  the  said  com- 
pany, battalion,  regiment,  brigadej  or  dtrisido 
shau  have  been  originally  raised. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tor 
company,  battalion,  regiment,  brigade,  or  diri- 
sion,  thus  offering  itself  for  the  service,  shall  be 
liable  to  be  called  upon  to  do  military  duty  atsar 
time  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  shall 
judge  proper,  within  two  years  after  he  sioli 
nave  accepted  the  same ;  and  shall  be  bound  is 
continue  in  service  for  the  term  of  twelve  mootb 
after  (hey  shall  have  arrived  at  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, unless  sooner  discharged  i  and  wheaso 
<:alled  into  service,  and  whilst  remaining  therdo 
shall  be  entitled  to»the  same  pay,  rations,  forage, 
and  emoluments,  of  every  kind,  bounty  and  cloth- 
ing excepted,  with  the  regular  troopa  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  t  Provided,  That,  in  lieu  of  clothing, 
every  non-com laission^  officer  aad  private  ia 
any  company,  who  mav  thus  offer  iheiiicelves.sball 
be  entitled,  when  called  into  service,  to  reeeiie 
in  money  a  sum  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  elotbiog 
of  a  non-com  missioned  officer  or  priYate,  (as  the 
case  may  be,)  in  the  regular  troops  of  theUnitfd 
States. 

Sec.  Z:And  be  it  further  enaaUd,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  organize  the  companies  so  teo- 
dering  their  service  as  aforesaid,  into  battdiont; 
squadrons,  regiments,  brigades,  and  diviMons,  as 
soon  as  the  number  of  volunteers,  shall  render 
such  organization,  in  his  judgment,  expedient  j 
but,  until  called  into  actual  service,  such  com- 
panies are  not  to  be  considered  as  exempt  from 
the  performance  of  militia  duty,  as  is  required  bf 
law,  in  like  manner  as  before  the  passage  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enact^  Thatiacatf 
any  volunteer  abovem^otioned,  while  ia  tctQal 
service,  shall  sustain  any  daniage,  by  injury  don« 
to  bis  horse,  or  such  other  equipment  as  shall 
have  been  furnished  at  his  own  expense,  or  by 
loss  of  the  same,  without  any  fault  or  negligence 
on  his  part,  a  reasonable  sum,  to  be  ascertained 
in  such  manner  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  direct,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
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ach  Tolitnteer,  foj  each  and  erery  socb  loss  or 
isiDSge. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  UJuriher  enacted,  TlMt  if  any 
fficer,  non-commissioned  officer,  mosiciai^,  or 
in?ate,  shall  be  disabled  by  woaods  or  otherwise, 
vhih  in  the  line  of  his  duty  in  pnblic  service,  he 
hail  be  pUced  on  the  list  of  invalid  pensioners 
{ tbe  United  States,  at  such  rate  of  pension,  and 
loder  such  regulations,  as  are  or  may  be  directed 
y  law  :  Prrmded  alway».  That  the  eompen«a* 
ioD  to  be  allowed  for  such  wounds  or  disabilities, 
0  a  commissioned  officer,  shall  not  exceed,  for 
he  highest  rate  of  disability,  half  the  monthly 
ay  of  such  officer,  at  the  time  of  his  being 
rounded  or  disabled,  and  that  no  officer  shall  re- 
eire  more  th4o  the  hulfpay  of  a  lieutenant  col- 
onel: And  that  the  rate  of  pension  to  Qon-com* 
aissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  shall 
lot  exceed  five  dollars  per  month  \  And  provided 
ilto^  That  an  inferior  disabilities  shailentitle  the 
lersoos  so  disabled  to  receive  an  allowance  pro- 
}ortioDaie  to  the  highest  di.sability. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
leirs  and  representatives  of  any  non-commis- 
iooed  officer  or  soldier,  who  may  be  killed  in 
ictioD,  or  die  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  hundred 
tod  sixty  aeres  of  land ;  to  be  designated,  sur- 
reyed,  and  laid  off,  at  the  public  expense,  in  such 
nsoner,  and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions,  as 
nay  be  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  upon 
be  discharge  of  any  non-commissioned  officer  or 
oldier,  who  shall  have  been  accepted  under  the 
trovisiona  of  this  act,  and  shall  have  been  in  ac- 
aal  service  for  a  period  not  less  than  one  month, 
lod  shall  have  obtained  from  the  cpmmaoding 
officer  of  his  company,  battalion,  or  regiment,  a 
iertificate  that  he  had  faithfully  performed  his 
luty  while  in  service,  such  non-commissioned 
officer  or  soldier,  if  attached  to  the  artillery  or 
DfsDtry,  shall  be  presented  with  a  musket,  bay- 
>Det,  and  other  personal  equipments ;  or,  if  at- 
acbed  to  the  cavalry,  with  a  sabre  and  pistols 
oroished  him  by  the  United  States,  as  a  public' 
estimooy  of  the  promptitude  and  zeal  with  which 
le  shall  have  volunteered  in  support  of  the  rights 
md  honor  of  the  country. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
urn  uf  one  million  of  dollars  be  appropriated  to 
lefray  the  expenses  ^hich  may  be  incurred 
inder  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  paid  out  of 
loy  money  in  the  Treasury  uot  otherwise  ap- 
)ropriated. 

Approved,  February  6, 1812. 


the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  which  are  derived  from 
confirmations  made,  or  pretended  to  have  been 
n»ade,  by  the  Governors  of  the  Northwest  and  In-' 
diana  Territory,  respectively.  They  shall  employ 
a  clerk,  and  shall,'iu  relation  to  the  claims  afore- 
said, have,  in  every  respect,  the  same  power  . 
which  had  been  vested  in  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  ascertain  the  claims  to  land  in  the 
said  district*  And  they  shall  report  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  to  be  by  him  laid  belbre 
Congress  at  their  next  session,  their  opinion  on 
each  of  the  claims  aforesaid.    , 

Seo.8.  iliui  be.it  fierther  enacted^  That  the 
Commissioners  and  clerk,  appointed  by  this  act, 
and  such  agent,  as  may  be  appointed  on  behalf 
of  the  United  Slates  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  shall  each  receive  five  hundred  dollars, 
in  fall  for  the  services  performed  by  them  under 
this  act ;  which  compensatiop,  and  also  the  coa* 
tingeot  char^ea  for  office  rent,  fuel,  stationery, . 
and  summoning  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys  appro* 
priated  by  law  for  surveying  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  jenacted^  That  the  de- 
cisions made  by  the  Commissioners,  heretofore 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
claims  of  persons  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Kas- 
kaskia, in  favor  of  such  claimants  to  town  or  viU 
lage  lots,  out  lots,  or  rights  in  common,  to  com- 
mons and  commoq  fields,  as  entered  in  the  tran- 
scripts of  decisions,  bearing  dale  the  .thirty-first 
day  of  December,  one  thoaaand  eight  hundred 
and  nine,  which  have  been  transmitted  by  the 
said  Commissicners  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, according  to  law,  be  confirmed  to  all  such 
rightful  claimants,  according  to  their  respective 
rights  thereto:  Provided^  That  nothing  herein, 
contained,  shall  be  construed  to  confirm  any  par- 
ticular decision,  heretofore  made  in  favor  of  any 
individual,  or  to  affect  the  right  af  any  other 
individual  claiming  the  same  land ;  but  such 
conflicting  claims  shall  be  decided  according  to 
law,  by  the  proper  tribunal. 

Approved,  February  20, 1812. 


Vn  Act  for  the  revision  of  former  confirmations,  and 
for  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  District 
of  Kaskaskia. 

Be  it  entictedj  ^c,  That  the  register  and  re- 
reiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land  office  at  Kas- 
caskia,  and  such  other  person  as  the  President  of 
he  United  States  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose, 
>e,  and  thejr  are  hereby,  authorised  to  examioe 
md  inquire  into  the  validity  of  claims  to  land  in 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  for.  the  expenses  in- 
cident to  the  six  companies  of  Mounted  Rangers, 
during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  sum  of  one  hun« 
dred  and  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-two dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated for  the  pay,  subsistence,  and  forage, 
during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  nundred  and 
twelve,  of  the  companies  of  mounted  rangers,  to 
be  raised  for  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
pursuant  to  an  act,  entitled  '*An  act  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  raise  cer- 
tain companies  of  rangers  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontier  of  the  United  States,"  that  is  to  s^y : 

For  the  pay  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  privates,  of  the  said  companies,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  four  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars. 
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For  tbe  subsisteoce  of  (he  officers,  the  som  of 
two  thousand,  six  huiklred  tweuty-eight  dollars. 

For  forage,  the  sum  of  oDe  thousand  three 
hundred  and  forty-four  dollars.  The  said  sum» 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approvedj  February  20»  1812. 

An  Act  anthorixtng  the  Siicretary  of  the  Treasa>y  to 
'  locate  the  Isnds  reserved  for  the  use  of  Jefienoo 
.  College,  in  the  Mississippi  Tenitoiy. 

Be  it  enaUed,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  locate,  in  one  body,  the  tbiriy-sij 
sectloQs  of  land  referred  for  the  use  qf  Jefiersoo 
College  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  by  an  act. 
entitled  "An  aoi  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and 

groviding  for  the  sale  of  tbe  lands  of  the  United 
itates  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  passed 
OA  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three,  on  any  lands  within  the  said 
Territory  Dot  sold,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  and 
to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished; 
•   Approvec)^  February  20,  1812. 

An  Act  for  the  more  convenient  t^ing  of  affidavits 
and  bail  in  civil  causes  depending  in  the  Courts  of 
.  the  United  Btates. 

Bfi  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Circuit  Court  of  theUoitejl  States  to  be  holden 
in  any  district  in  which  the  present  provision, 
by'  law.  for  taking  bail  and  affidavits  in  civil 
causes  (in  cases  where  such  affidavits  are,  by 
law.  admissible)  is  inadequate,  or,  on  account  of 
the  extent  of  such  district,  inconvenient,  to  ap- 
point  ^uoh  and  so  many  discreet  persons,  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  district  as  such  court  shall 
deem  necessary,  to  take  acknowledgments  of  bail, 
and  affidavits;  which  acknowledgments  of  bail 
and  affidavits  shall  have  the  Hke  force  and  effect 
as  if  taken  before  any  judge  of  said  court;  and 
any  person  swearing  falsely,  in  and  by  any  ^uch 
affidavit,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  punishment 
as  if  the  same  affidavit  had  been  made  or  taken 
before  a  judge  of  naid  court. 

Sbc.  2,  And  be  U  finHher  enacted^  That  the 
like  feesshall  he  ailowed»for  takiufsuch  bail  and 
affidavit,  as  are  allowed  for  the  like  services  by 
the  laws  of  the  State,  in  which  any  such  affida- 
Tit  or  bail  shall  be  taken. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  in 
any  cause  before  a  court  of  the  United  States,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  such  court,  in  its  discretion,  to 
admit  in  evidence  any  deposition  taken  in  per- 
petuam  rei  memoriam,  which  would  be  so  ad- 
missible in  a  court,  of  the  Slate  wherein  such 
cause  is  pending  according  to  the  laws  thereof. 

Approved,  February  20, 1812. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  EsUblishmeat  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  for  the  year  one  thousaa4  ^^^^  ^W* 


dred  and  twelve,  for  the  Indian  depmrtment,  sod 
for  the  expense  of  fortifications,  magaxiBea,  ar- 
senals, ana  armories,  the  following  sums,  iacla- 
dins  tne  sum  of  one  millioa^ve  hundred  ihonsaad 
dollars  already  appropriated,  by  tbe  first  sectioa 
of  the  aec,  entitled  *'An  act  author izin^  the  por* 
chase  t>f  ordnance  and  ofdaance  stores,  camp 
equipage,- and  other  qnar^ernuater's  stores  and 
small  arms,'^  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are.  re- 
speotively  appropriated:;  that  is  say : 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thonsaad  nine  han- 
dred  aad  sixty-eight  dollars. 

For  forage,  one  hundred  andfoar  thousand  six 
hundred  and  twenty -four  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  six  hundred  and  eijrbty-fife 
thousand.fiva  hu^tdred  and  thirty -two  dollars,  aad 
five  cent$. 

For  clothing,  two  hnndred  and  ninety-three 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four  dollars. 

For  bounties  and  prenUums,  seventy  theasaad 
dollars. 

For  tbe  medical  and  hospital  depnrloient.  fifcv 
thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  one  millioa 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thou^nd  dollars. 

For  fortifications,  arsenals^  rnagnzines,  aad 
armories,  including  two  thousand  doTiars  fof  soc^ 
a  number  of  additional  military  storekeepers  as 
may  be  required,  two  hnndred  aad  ninety-six 
thousand  and  forty-nine  dollara  and  seventy-fire 
cents* 

For  the  Quartermaster  Gkneral's  departmeatr 
incUiding  camp  equipage,  fuel,  tools,  barracks, 
quarters,  wagons,  and  transportation,  seven  hnn- 
dred and  thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  horses  for  the  dragoons 
and  light  artillery,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  coniingeacies,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  purchasing  maps,  plans,  books,  and  instra- 
ments,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  the  clerks  enipLoyed  in  the 
military  ageats'  offices,  and  in  the  office  of  the 
Inspector  of  the  Army,  three  thoasand  five  hua- 
dred  dollars* 

For  the  Indian  department,  one  hnndred  and 
sixty-four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  calling  into  actttal  service,  in 
the  years  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  niae. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  and  one 
thousand  et^ht  hundred  and  eleven,  the  militia 
of  the  Louisiana  and  Indiana  Territories,  and 
State' of  Keniuicky,  thirty  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

8 EC.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  sums  specifically  appropriated  by  this  act 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  21, 1812. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  sb 
Additioatal  Militaiy  Force. 

Be  it  enaciedj  ^c,  That,  for  defrajring  the  ne- 
cessary expense,  to  the  first  day  of  Jannary  next, 
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»f  the  troops  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  an  act)  en- 
itled  ^'An  act  to  raise  an  additional  military 
brce,''  passed  on  the  eleventh  day  of  January, 
ine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  the  fol- 
owing  sums  be  and  the  same  hereby  are  re- 
pectively  appropriated,  that  is  to  say: 

For  pay,  one  million  four  hundred  and  six  thou- 
and  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars  and  nine- 
y-five  cents. 

For  forage,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand 
our  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars  and  thirty 
eots. 

For  aubsistence,  one  million  seventy-four  thou- 
and  and  ninety-seven  dollars  and  sixty-seven 
eots. 

For  clothing,  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three 
bousand  two  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars. 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  four  hundred  and 
Drty-two  thousand  two  hunared  and  sixty  dol« 
irs. 

For  the  purchase  of  horses  for  the  dragoons, 
Dd  for  the  purchase  of  horses  for  the  transporta- 
ion  of  heavy  artillery,  ammunition,  and  bae- 
9ge,  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand  dol- 
ifs. 

For  the  Quartermaster  General's  department. 
acludin|v  harness  and  other  equipage,  quarters. 
Del,  tools,  and  transportation,  four  hundred  ana 
i^ht  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  one 
QDdred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies,  three  hundred  and  fifty^fivf 
iousand  nine  hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and 
eventeen  cents. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
sveral  sums,  specifically  appropriated  bv  this  act, 
ball  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
ot  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  21, 1812. 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
said  lands  shall  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  as  are, 
or  may  be,  provided  by  law  for  the  sale  of  pub- 
lic lands  in  the  district  of  ELaskaskia :  Provided^^ 
That  no  tracts  of  land,  excepted  from  the  sales 
by  virtue  of  any  former  act,  snail  be  sold  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act :  And  provided^  cdeo,  That  a  tract 
of  not  less  than  six  miles  square  shall  be  reserved 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the  use 
and  support  of  the  public  salt  works  on  Saline 
creek. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  ao 
much  of  the  lands  attached  to  the  district  of  Vior 
cennes,  by  virtue  of  the  first  section  of  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," passed  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  as  lies  east  of 
the  second  principal  meridian  established  by  the 
Surveyor  Gfeneral,  shall  be  attached  to  and  be- 
come a  part  of  the  district  of  Jefferson ville,  and 
shall  be  offered  at  public  sale  at  the  land  office 
for  the  said  district,  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  Register  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  for 
the  said  land  office,  and  shall  be  sold,  in  every 
other  respect,  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the 
same  terms  and  conditions,  as  are  provided  by 
the  a06vementioned  act,  except  that  the  public 
sales  for  the  said  lands  shall  remain  open  only 
for  six  days. 

Approved,  February  21, 1812. 


kD  Act  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory, east  of  the  District  of  Kaskaskia,  and  tp  attach 
certain  public  lands  to  the  District  of  Jefieisonville. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  so  much  of  the  public 
inds  of  the  United  States,  heretofore  included 
rithin  the  land  district  of  Kaskaskia,  as  lies 
ast  of  the  third  principal  meridian,  establishe<^ 
y  the  Surveyor  General,  shall,  together  with 
le  public  lands  lying  between  the  Vincennes 
ad  Kaskaskia  districts,  and  not  heretofore  at- 
iched  to  any  district,  form  a  new  land  district, 
'or  the  disposal  of  the  said  lands,  a  land  office 
ull  be  established  at  Shawneetown,  under  the 
irection  of  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  and 
Leceiver  of  Public  Moneys,  to  be  appointed  for 
ut  purpose;  who  shall  reside  at  the  place,  give 
!curity  in  th€  same  manner,  in  the  same  sums, 
Dd  whose  compensation,  emoluments,  and  duties, 
nd  authority,  shall,  in  every  respect,  be  the  same 
1  relation  to  the  lands  which  shall  be  disposed  at 
leir  office,  as  are,  or  may*  be,  by  law  provided  in 
station  to  the  Registers  and  Receivers  of  Public 
loneys  in  the  several  offices  established  for  the 
is])osal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio. 

12th  Con.  1st  Ssss.— 71 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  Tbat^  for  the  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  Navy,  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve,  the  following 
sums,  including  therein  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars  already  appropriated,  by  the  act, 
entitled  **An  act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  ord- 
nance stores,  camp  equipage,  and  other  Quarter- 
master's stores,  and  small  arms,"  be  and  the  same 
hereby  are  respectively  appropriated,  that  is  to 
say : 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers, 
and  pay  of  the  seamen,  one  million  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  thousand  three  hundred  ancL 
forty-one  dollars. 

For  provisions,  five  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars. 

For  medicines,  instruments,  hospital  stores,  and 
all  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick,  forty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  three  hundred  and  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars. 

For  freight,  store-rent,  and  aH  other  contingent 
expenses,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  expenses  of  navy  yards,  comprising 
docks  and  other  improvements,  pay  of  superin- 
tendents, storekeepers,  clerks,  and  laborers,  sixty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  comprising 
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eannoii)  carrontdes,  muskets,  pistols,  and  other 
■mall  arms,  cannoa  bail  aod  shot  of  erery  de- 
scriptioDf  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  saltpetre  and  sulphur,  and 
for  making  the  same  into  powder,  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps^ 
including  provisions  for  those  on  shore,  and  for- 
age for  the  staff,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and 
eiffhiy  cents. 

¥qx  clothing  for  the  same,  forty-nine  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and  sixty 
eents. 

For  military  stores  for  the  same,  one  thousand 
•even  hundred  and  sev:enty-seren  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 

For  medicines,  medical  services,  hospital  stores, 
and  all  other  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick,  be- 
longing to  the  marine  corps,  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  quartermasters'  and  barrackmasters'  stores, 
oflicers'  travelling  expenses,  armorers' and  car- 
penters' bills,  fuel,  premiums  for  enlisting  men, 
musical  instruments,  bounty  to  music,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  the  marine  corps,  twenty 
thousand  dollars.  • 

For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
David  Valenzin,  deceased,  being  the  amouftt  of  a 
former  appropriation  for  that  object,  carried  to 
the  surplus  fund,  two  thousand  six  hundred  and 
sixty-five  dollars  and  seventy  cents. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
several  sums,  specifically  appropriated  by  this 
act,  shall  be  paici  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury, not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved.  February  24, 1812. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  "An  act  to  raise,  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  an  additional  military  force/'  passed  on 
'  the  twelfth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That,  whenever,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
expedient  to  mount  the  light  artillery,  or  any  part 
thereof,  horses  and  accoutrements  shall  be  pro- 
Tided  to  equip  the  whole,  or  such  part  as  he  may 
direct ;  and  when  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  artificers,  and  privates,  are  so  equip- 
ped, the  officers  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  for- 
age as  Is  now  provided  for  the  officers  of  the  same 
grade  in  the  regiment  of  light  dragoons:  Pto- 
videdj  The  officers  furnish  their  own  horses  and 
accoutrements,  and  actually  keep  in  service  the 
same  number  of  horses  to  entitle  them  to  the 
aforesaid  allowance  for  forage,  or  its  equivalent 
in  money. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  when- 
ever the  said  lisht  artillerjr  are  ordered  to  be 
mounted,  there  shall  be  provided  one  saddler  and 
one  farrier  to  each  company,  who  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  pay  and  emoluments  as  are  now 
provided  for  saddleVsand  farriers  in  the  regiment 
of  light  draffoons. 

Approved,  February  34, 1812. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  forthecappoit  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundnd 
and  tweWe. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That,  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  Civil  List  in  the  present  year,  including  the 
contingent  expense  of  the  several  departmenu 
and  offices;  for  the  compensation  of  the  several 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  for  books  and 
stationery  for  the  same  ;  for  the  payment  of  aa- 
nuities  and  ji^rants ;  for  the  supjport  of  the  Miat 
establishment;  for  the  expense  ol  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations ;  for  the  support  of  li^ht-houses. 
beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers ;  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  surveying  the  public  lands;  and 
for  satisfying  certain  miscellaneous  claims,  the 
following  sums  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
spectively appropriated,  that  is  to  say  : 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeutativei. 
their  officers  and  attendants,  estimated  for  a  ses- 
sion of  four  modths  and  a  half  coDtinuaoce,  tvo 
hundred  and  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  fire- wood,  stationery,  print- 
ing, and  all  other  conn'ngent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Conj^ress,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  ail  contingent  expenses  of  the  Library  of 
Congress,  and  for  the  Librarian's  allo^rance  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  thirty  thousaaJ 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  Sute, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  that  department 
including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  dollars,  in  addiiioo  to  the  sum 
allowed  for  the  compensation  of  his  clerks  by  the 
act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  twelve  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  clerk  on  old  records  in 
the  said  department,  for  the  year  eighteeo  boo- 
dred  and  eleven,  and  the  year  eighteen  hundrfd 
and  twelve,  fifteen  hundred  and  seventy-four  dol- 
lars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  is 
the  said  department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
centum,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the 
act,  entitled  **An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  layiag  oat 
of  certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,'* 
one  thousand  seventv-two  dollars  and  fil^y  cenu. 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  said  department,  one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  printing  and  distributing  the  laws  of  the 
first  session  of  the  twelfth  Congress,  and  printing 
the  laws  in  newspapers,  five  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  printing  and  binding  five  hundred  copies  of 
the  census  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ten.  four  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  hh 
office,  inclading  the  sum  of  one  thousand  seven 
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landred  and  fifty  dollars  for  clerk  hire,  in  addi- 
ion  to  the  sam  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty- 
irst  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
iix,  and  the  farther  sum  of  sieren  hundred  and 
ifty  dollars  to  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
)ropriation  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
Ired  and  eleven,  seventeen  thousand  and  seventy- 
bnr  dollars  and  eighty-one  cents. 

For  expense  of  translating  foreign  latignages, 
illowance  to  the  person  employed  in  transmit- 
in^  passports  and  sea-]ettec9,  and  for  stationery 
md  printing  in  the  ofiice  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
freasury,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Preasary,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
>ffice,  including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  six 
lundred  and  thirtv-nine  dollars  for  compensation 
0  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  aliowed  by 
he  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand 
ight  hundred  and  six,  thirteen  thousand  nine 
lundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
lental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  ComptroU 
er's  office,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
iry,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  ofiice. 
ileven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  serenty-one 
lollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
lental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Auditor's 
iffice,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and 
lersons  employed  in  his  office,  five  thousand 
even  hundred  and  aeventy-seren  dollars  and  for- 
jr-five  cents. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
lentat  and  contingent  expenses  in  the  Treasurer's 
iffice,  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
iry,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
ifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  dol- 
irs  and  two  cents. 

For  additional  compedaacioa  to  the  clerks  in 
be  Treasury  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen 
er  centum,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the 
ct,  entitled  *^An  act  to  regiiklate  and  fix  the  com* 
»eDsation  of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying 
at  certain  publie  roads,  and  for  other  purposes," 
ix  thousand  six  hundred  and  tbirty>four  dollars 
nd  seven  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  of  the  Re* 
lister's  office,  for  stamping  and  arranging  ship's 
egisters,  ninety  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all 
iher  inciaental  and  contingent  expenses  in  the 
legister's  office,  including  books  for  the  public 
locks,  and  for  the  arrangement  of  the  marine 
eeords,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  fnel  and  other  contingent  and  incidental 
xpeftases  of  the  Treasury  Department,  four  thou- 
and  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps,  and  charts, 
»  the  use  of  the  Treasury  Department,  four 
and  red  dollars.- 

For  compensation  to  a  superintendent,  employ- 
d  to  aeeure  the  buildings  and  recofda  or  the 


Treasury  Department,  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve,  including  the  ex- 
pense of  two  watchmen,  the  repairs  of  two  fire 
engines,  buckets,  lantertis,  and  other  incidental 
and  contingent  expenses,  one  thousand  one  hun* 
dred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  stating  and  print- 
ing the  public  accounts  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War^ 
clerks,  and  persons  emplpyed  in  his  office,  inclu- 
ding the  «um  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars for  clerk  hire,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed 
by  the  act  of  April  twenty-first,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  eleven  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department,  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  his  office,  including  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars  for  clerk  hire,  in  addition  to  the  sum  al- 
lowed by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  twelve  thousand 
six  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  War  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
centum,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act, 
entitled  ^An  act  to  regiilate  and  fix  the  compen- 
sation of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out 
certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,''  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  cjerks  employed  in 
the  Paymaster's  office,  including  the  sum  or  three 
hundred  and  twelve  dollars  for  deficiency  in  the 
appropriation  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eleven,  and  a  further  sum  of  one 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars  in  addition  to  the 
sum  heretofore  appropriated  for  that  object,  four 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twelve  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  said  office,  two 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  of- 
fice, and  for  expense  of  stationery,  store  rent,  and 
fuel  for  said  office,  including  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  for  compensation  to  clerks,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty 
first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six,  five  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  bis  office,  eignt 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  said  office,  two 
thousand  dollars.  y 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  ten  d<rihir8. 
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For  coQtinffeDt  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  Navy,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  Navy  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
centum,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fil  the  com* 
pensation  of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying 
out  certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes," 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty -five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
Assistant  Postmaster  General, clerks, andpersons 
employed  in  the  Postmaster  General's  office,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  forty-five  dollars  for  compensation  to  clerks, 
in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the 
twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  SIX,  seventeen  thousand  nine  hundred  add 
aeventy-five  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  fuel,  house  rent  for  the  mes- 
senger, candles,  stationery,  chests,  dtc.,  incident  to 
the  Postmaster  General's  office,  two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  the  Postmaster  General's  office,  not  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  per  centum,  in  addition  tothesum 
allowed  by  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  to  regulate 
and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  to  author- 
ize the  laying  out  certain  public  roads,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
one  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  several  loan  officers, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fi^fty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans,  and  for  allowance  to  certain 
loan  officers,  in  lieu  of  cler]^  hire,  and  to  defray 
the  authorized  expense  of  the  several  loan  offices, 
fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General, 
and  his  clerks,  three  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands 
south  of  Tennessee,  clerks  employed  in  his  office, 
and  for  stationery  and  other  contingencies,  inclu- 
ding the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  clerk 
hire,  in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropri- 
ated for  that  object,  four  thousand  seven  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  of  the  Mint, 
Tiz: 

The  Director,  two  thousand  dollars. 

The  Treasurer,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

The  Assayer,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

The  Chief  Coiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

The  Melter  and  Refiner,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

The  Engraver,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

One  clerk  at  seven  hundred  dollars,  and  one 
clerk  at  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  wages  to  the  persons  employed  in  melting, 
coining,  carpenters',  millwrights',  and  smiths' 
work,  including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
allowed  to  an  assistant  coiner  and  die  forger,  who 


also  oversees  the  execution  of  the  iron  work,  and 
of  six  hundred  dollars  allowed  to  an  assistant  enr 
graver,  eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  furnaces,  cost  of  rollers  and 
screws,  timber,  bar  iron,  lead,  steel,  potash,  and  for 
all  other  contingencies  of  the  Mint,  three  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  an  allowance  for  wastage  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver coinage,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
^cretary  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans^  thirteen 
thousand  dollars. 

For  clerk  hire,  expense  of  stationery,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Jodges,  aod 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territorr,  including 
the  sum  of  six  liundred  dollars  for  clerk  hire,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven, 
nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  expeiise  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hua- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  GU>yernor,  Jadges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thoa- 
sand  six  nundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Gorernor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Louisiana  Territory,  six  thon- 
sand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges, and 
Secretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationer v,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  aaid  Territory,  three  hon- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  civil  departmeot. 
not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have  been 
admitted  In  due  course  of  settlement  at  the  Trea- 
sury, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  the  Associate  Judges,  and  District  Judges 
of  the  United  States,  including  the  Chief  Justice 
and  two  Associate  Judges  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  to  the  Attorney  General,  and  to  the  Dis- 
trict Judge  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  including 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  the  payment 
of  the  additional  salaries  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eleven,  allowed  to  the 
Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  the  act  of 
the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  sixty  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  the  like  compensation  granted  to  the  sev- 
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&ral  District  Attonie^s  of  the  United  States,  three 
tboQsaod  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  eompeosation  granted  to  the  several  Mar- 
shals for  the  districts  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  New  Jersey,  North  Caroiioa,  Kentucky, 
Dhio,  East  and  West  Tennessee,  and  Orleans, 
iwo  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Circuit  and  District  Courts  of  ihe  United  States, 
including  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jurors 
ind  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from 
ines,  forfeitares,  and  penalties,  and  for  defraying 
he  expenses  of  prosecutions  for* offences  against 
Lhe  United  States,  and  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
[>risoners,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  a  balance  doe  for  the  sal- 
iry  of  Robert  H.  Harrison,  deceased,  formerly  a 
fudge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
:he  same  baring  heretofore  been  carried  to  the 
iurplus  fund,  fire  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars 
md  sixteen  cents. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted 
}y  the  late  and  present  GoYernment,  nine  bun- 
ired  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowance  to 
the  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  fifth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
md  twelve,  to  the  fourth  of  March,  one  thousand 
Mght  hundred  and  thirteen,  ninety-eight  thou- 
nod  dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  light- 
louses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  stake- 
L^s  of  channels,  bars  and  shoals,  and  certain 
sontingenc  expenses,  ninety-three  thousand  one 
landred  dollars  and  sixty-seTen  cents. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  surveying  the 
jublic  land  within  the  seyeral  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  forty-eight  thousand  six  hundred 
ind  twenty  dollars. 

For  surveying  the  coast  of  the  United  States, 
)eing  the  balance  of  a  former  appropriation  car- 
'ied  to  the  credit  of  the  surplus  fund,  forty-nine 
housand  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars 
ind  twenty- five  cents. 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
ioas,  seventy^three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  with 
breign  nations,  one  hundred  thousand  dolalrs. 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbary 
lowers,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  distressed 
Vmerican  seamen,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  regulating  lay- 
ng  out,  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  m 
he  State  of  Maryland,  to  Ohio,  agreeably  to  an 
tct  of  Congress,  passed  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
yf  arch,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  be- 
ng  so  much  of  a  former  appropriation  carried 
o  the  surplus  fund,  at  (he  close  of  the  year  one 
housand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  three  thou- 
and  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  and 
ixty  cents. 

For  expenses  of  prosecuting  claims  an,d  ap- 
peals in  the  courts  of  Great  Britain,  in  relation 
o  captures  of  American  vessels,  and  defending 
lauses  elsewhere,  four  thousand  dollars. 


For  the  discharge  of  snch  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due  course  of 
settlement  at  the  Treasury,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  authorized  by  the 
eleventh  section  of  the  act  of  March  the  second, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  to  be  drawn  annually  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  payment  of  agents, 
assistant  agents,  and  clerks,  including  the  sum  of 
eleven  thousand  sixty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cenu, 
which  had  accrued  by  said  act,  for  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eleven,  twenty-five  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  seventy- 
six  cents. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  an  act  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  and 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  February  26, 1812. 

An  Act  to  anthorise  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  purchase  of  Winslow  Lewis  his  patent 
right  to  the  new  and  improved  method  of  lighting 
Light-houses,  and  f»  other  porposes. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
empowered,  under  the  directions  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  purchase  of  Winslow 
Lewis  his  patent  right  to  the  plan  of  lighting 
light-houses,  by  reflecting  and  magnifying  Ian* 
terns,  if  the  same  shall  be  proved  to  be  a  disco- 
very made  by  him  ;  and  to  contract  with  the  said 
Winslow  Lewis  for  fitting  up  and  keeping  in  re- 

gair  any  or  all  the  li^bt-houses  in  the  United 
itates,  or  the  Territories  thereof^  upon  the  new 
and  improved  plan  of  the  reflecting  and  magni- 
fying lanterns;  or  to  contract  with  the  said 
Winslow  Lewis  for  such  sum  as  he  may  think 
for  the  interest  of  the  United  States:  Provided^ 
The  sum  so  to  be  allowed  shall  not  in  any 
case  annually  exceed  the  appropriation  made  for 
supplying  the  light-house  establishment  with  oil 
in  any  given  year,  which  has  passed  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  seven  years,  the  said  Lewis  cove- 
nanting, with  sufilcient  sureties,  to  fit  up  and 
keep  in  re^ir  all  the  light-houses  in  the  United 
States,  or  Territories  thereof,  on  the  new  and  im- 
proved plan  of  lighting  light-houses  by  reflect- 
ing and  magnifying  lanterns;  and  the  same  to 
furnish  and  keep  in  repair  for  a  term  of  years  not 
less  than  seven,  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  said 
Winslow  Lewis,  and  to  deliver  over  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  aforesaid,  all  the  light-houses 
fitted  up  according  to  the  new  and  improved 
plan,  to  the  United  States  in  good  repair,  he,  the 
said  Winslow  Lewis,  warranting  the  same  to  re- 
main in  ^od  repair  for  seven  years  more,  from 
and  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  contract. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaciedy  That  a  suni 
not  exceeding  sixty  thousand  dollars  be  and  tht 
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same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  rooneys 
in  the  Treasury  uot  otherwise  appropriated,  to 
carry  this  law  into  effect 
Approved,  March  2, 1812. 

An  Act  supplemeBtary  to  "An  act  providing  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  General  Post  Office  and 
Patent  Office,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Be  U  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  be  authorized  to  repair  and  finish, 
in  a  suitable  manner,  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  and  the  Patent  Office, 
the  two  stories  of  the  building  purchased  for  the 
€k>vernment,  by  authority  of  the  aforesaid  act, 
being  the  first  and  second  stories,  including  also 
sundry  repairs  on  the  outside  and  in  the  garret  of 
•aid  buildiog,  upon  the  principles  stated  in  the 
report  of  the  Postmaster  Qeoeral,  dated  January 
.fifteen,  one  thousand  eii^ht  hundred  and  twelve. 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  as  soon 
aa  the  repairs  can  be  properly  made,  and  before 
the  commencement  of  ^e  next  annual  session  of 
Congress,  the  General  Post  Office  and  the  City 
.Post  Office  shall  be  removed  to  said  public 
building. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That,  for  the 

forpose  of  completing  the  aforesaid  worir,  there 
e  appropriated,  from  any  moneys  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  thir- 
teen thousand  two  huudred  and  forty-seven  dol- 
lars and  sixty-one  cents,  including  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  three  hundred  dollars,  now  in  the 
Treasury,  and  also  the  sum. of  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and,  ninety-three  dollars  and  seventy 
eents,  now  in  the  bauds  of  Thomas  Muoroe,  Su- 
perintendent of  the  City  of  Washington,  being 
unexpended  balances  of  the  sum  of  twentj^  thou* 
sand  dollars,  authorized  by  the  act  or  April 
twenty-ei^rhth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ten.  to  which  this  act  is  a  su]pplement. 
Approved,  March  7, 1812. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
f  ^  west  of  Pearl  river. 

Be  it  enacUd^  f  c,  That  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  be  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
'Board  of  Commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river,  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  to  allow  each  of 
them  the  sum  of  six  dollars  per  day  for  every 
day's  actual  attendance  on  the  board,  subsequent 
to  the  first  day  of  April  one  thotisand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six,  except  for  the  eighty*four  days, 
already  provided  for. 

Approved,  March  10, 1812. 


An  Act  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  defence 
of  our  Maritune  Frontier. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
mppropriated,  in  addition  to  the  sums  already  ap- 
propriated, for  the  purposes  of  fortifying  and  de- 


fending the  maritime   frontier  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  out  of  asj 
moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 
Approved,  March  10,  1812. 


An  Act  giving  ftirther  time  for  registering  daiau  t» 
land  in  the  western  district  of  the  Territoij  «( 
Orleans. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  every  person  or  pe^ 
sons  claiming  lands  in  the  western  district  of  iIm 
Territory  of  Orleans,  who  are  actual  settlers  oi 
the  land  which  they  claim,  and  whose  dains 
have  not  been  heretofore  filed  with  the  regbter 
oi  the  land  office,  for  the  said  district,  shall  be 
allowed  until  the  first  day  of  Norember  next,  t« 
deliver  notices  in  writing,  and  the  wriuen  eri- 
dences  of  their  claims  to  the  register  of  the  lasd 
office  at  Opelousas;  and  the  notices  and  cri- 
dences  so  delivered  within  the  tinae  limiud  ^ 
this  act,  shall  be  recorded  in  the  aarae  manoer. 
and  on  payment  of  the  i»ame  fees,  as  if  the  same 
had  been  delivered  before  the  firat  day  of  Jolf. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight ;  but  tl» 
riffhts  of  such  persons  aa  shall  neglect  so  dots* 
within  the  time  limited  by  this  act,  shall,  so  far  as 
they  are  derived  from,  or  founded  on  any  act  of 
Congress,  ever  after  be  barred  and  become  void. 
and  the  evidences  of  their  claims  never  after  ad- 
mitted as  evidence  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States  against  any  grant  derived  from  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  said 
land  office  at  Opelousas,  sball  have  the  same 
powers  and  perform  the  same  duties  in  relaiioa 
to  the  claims  thus  filed  before  the  first  day  of  No- 
vemcer  next,  as  if  notice  of  the  same  had  bees 
given  before  the  first  day  uf  July,  one  thousafld 
eight  hundred  and  eight,  except  that  their  deci- 
sions shall  be  subject  to  the  revision  of  Congress. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  register  aad 
receiver  to  make,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary. 
a  report  of  all  the  claims  tjius  filed  with  the  reg- 
ister of  the  land  office,  together  with  the  subsuace 
of  the  evidence  in  supnort  thereof,  with  tlieir 
opinion,  and  such  remarks  thereon  as  tbej  maf 
think  proper;  which  report,  together  with  a  list 
of  the,claims,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver  ought  to  be  confirmed,  shall  be 
hiid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  before  Con- 
gress at  their  next  session,  for  their  determiaaiioa 
thereon.  The  said  register  and  receiver  shall 
have  power  to  appoint  a  clerk,  whose  duty  shall 
be  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  claiois  filed  as  afore- 
said, as  was  required  of  the  clerk  to  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  adjusting  claims  to  land  ia 
the  said  district ;  and  the  said  register,  and  re- 
ceiver, and  clerk,  shall  each  be  allowed  fifty  cents 
for  each  claim  filed  according  to  this  act,  and  oa 
which  a  decision  shall  be  made^  whether  such 
decision  be  in  favor  of,  or  against  the  claim; 
which  allowance,  of  fifty  cents,  shall  be  in  i^ 
compensation  for  their  services  under  this  act. 

Approved,  March  10, 1812. 
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An  Act  to  alter  the  time  of  hoMing  the  Circuit  Coiirte 
of  the  United  SUtes  «t  Knojciille,  in  the  diatrict  east 
of  TenneMee,  ia  the  State  of  Tenneaaee. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^.,  That  so  much  of  the  first 
section  of  an  act,  entiiied  ^An  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  an  act  establishing  circuit  courts,  and 
abridginsT  the  jurisdiction  of  (he  District  Courts 
of  the  Districts  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and 
Ohio,''  passed  on  the  twenty^second  dav  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eight,  as  provicfes  that  the 
sessions  of  the  said  Circuit  Courts  shall  be  h^ld 
at  Knozville.  in  East  Tennessee;  on  the  third 
Monday  of  October  annually,  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  repealed ;  and,  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  the  said  uircuit  Courts  shall  be  held 
at  Knoxviile,  in  the  District  of  East  Tennessee, 
on  the  second  Monday  in  October,  annually,  and 
continue  until  all  the  business  therein  depending 
be  disposed  of;  and  that  all  actions,  causes. pleas, 
processes,  and  other  proceedings,  relatiire  to  any 
cause,  civil  or  criminal,  which  shall  be  returnable 
to^  or  depending  in  the  said  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  held  at  Knoxviile,  on  the 
third  Monday  of  October  next,  shall  be  returned, 
and  held  continued  to,  and  be  proceeded  upon,  on 
the  second  Monday  in  October  next  in  the  same 
manner  they  would  have  been  if  this  change  had 
not  been  made. 

Approved,  March  10, 1812. 


An  Act  reapeeting  the  enioUing  and  lioenaing  of  Steam- 
boats. 

Be  it  enaetedf  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  a  steamboat  employed,  or  in- 
tended to  be  employed,  only  in  a  river  or  bay  of 
the  United  States,  owned  wholly  or  in  part  by  an 
alien,  resident  within  the  United  States,  may 
and  shall  be  enrolled  and  licensed^  as  if  the  same 
belonged  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  accord- 
ing to,  and  subject  to  all  the  conditions,  limita- 
tions, and  provisions,  contained  in  the  act,  entitled 
'^An  act  fbr  enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  ves- 
sels to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fish- 
eries, and  for  regulating  the  same,"  except  that, 
in  such  case,  no  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  re- 
quired that  the  said  boat  belongs  to  a  oitizen  or 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2,  And-  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  steamboat,  upon  appli- 
cation for  enrollment  or  license^  shall  give  bond 
to  the  collector  of  the  district,  to  and  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  penalty  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  with  sufficient  surety,  conditioned, 
that  the  said  boat  shall  not  be  employed  in  other 
waters  than  the  rivers  and  bays  of  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  March  12,  1812. 


An  Act  aaihonaing  a  loan  for  a  anm  not  exceeding 
eleven  million  of  ^ollais. 

Beit  enaeted,^c.f  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  acim 
not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  at  an  in- 


terest not  exceeding  six  per  etntom  per  annum, 
payable  quarter  yearly,  to  be  applied,  in  addition 
to  the  moneys  now  in  the  Treasury,  or  which 
may  be  received  from  other  sources,  to  defray  any 
of  the  expenses  which  have  been,  or  may,  during 
the  present  session  of  Congress^  be  authorized  by 
lamr,  and  for  which  appropriauons  have  been,  or 
may,  during'  the  present  session  of  Congress,  be 
made  by  law:  Provided^  That  no  engagement 
nor  contract  shall  be  entered  into,  wlTich  shall 
preclude  the  United  States  from  reimbursing  any 
sum  or  sums  thus  borrowed,  at  any  time  after  the 
expiration  of  twelve  years,  from  (Wfirst  day  of 
January  next  ^^ 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Presidentof  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  cause  to  he  constituted  certificates 
of  stock,  signed  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  or 
by  a  Commissioner  of  Loans,  for  the  sum  to  be  bor- 
rowed by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  for  any  part  thereof, 
bearing^  an  interest  of  six  per  centum,  and  reim- 
bursable as  aforesaid  ;  which  stock,  thus  created, 
shall  be  transferable  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
provided  by  law  for  the  transfer  of  the  existing 
public  debt  of  the  United  States ;  and  it  is  hereby 
further  declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed  a  good 
execution  of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for  the 
President  of  tlie  United  States  to  cause  the  said 
certificates  of  stock,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  be  sold : 
Provided,  That  no  such  stock  shall  be  sold  nndet 
par. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  UjMriher enacted.  That  so  roach 
of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  af>proprlatioa 
of  eight  millions  of  doibrs^  for  the  payment  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  wanted  for  that  purpose,  ** 
after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary  for  the  pay-' 
mentof  the  interest  and  such  part  of  the  princi^ 
pal  of  the  said  debt  as  the  United  States  are  now 
pledged  annually  to  pay  or  reimburse,  is  hereby 
pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest,  and  for  the  reimburseolent  of  the  prinei> 
pal  of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by  virtue 
of  this  act;  it  shall  accordingly  be  the  duty  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  cause 
to  he  applied  and  paid  out  of  the  said  fund^yieariy. 
such  ^um  and  sums  as  may  be  annually  wantea 
to 'discharge  the  interest  accruing  on  the  said 
stock,  and  to  reimburse  the  principal  as  the  same 
shall  become  due  and  may  be  discharged,  in  con* 
formity  with  the  terms  ofthe  loan ;  and  they  are 
further  authorized  ao  apply,  from  time  to  time, 
such  sum  or  sums,  out  of  tlie  said  fund,  as  they 
may  think  proper,  towards  redeeming  by  purchase, 
and  at  a  price  not  above,  par,  the  principal  of  the 
said  stock,  or  any  part  thereof.  And  the  faith  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged  to  establish 
sufficient  revenues  fbr  making  up  anv  deficiency 
that  may  hereafter  take  place  in  the  runds  hereuf 
appropriated  for  paying  the  said  interest  and 
principal  sums,  or  any  of  them,  in  manner  afore- 
said. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it/urther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  lend  any  part  of  the  sum  authorized 
to  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  anything  ia 
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aay  of  cbeir  charters  of  iocorporalioa  to  the  cod* 
trary  notwithstandio^. 
Approved,  March  14, 1612. 


Ad  Act  «ttpplementary  to  "An  act  to  raise  an  Addi- 
tional Military  Force." 

Be  it  enactedj  ^c,  That  the  noo-com missioned 
officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  light  dra- 
goons, shall  receive  the  same  uniform  clothing  as 
18  DOW  provided  by  law  for  the  artillery  and  in- 
fantry, excepting  one  pair  of  gaiters  and  four 
gairs  of  shoes,  in  lieu  of  which,  each  person  shall 
e  annually  entitled  to  receive  one  pair  ot  boots, 
and  two  pair  of  shoes. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
Tates,  of  the  regiment  of  light  artillery,  &hall  re- 
ceive the  same  clothing  as  the  light  dragoons, 
when  ordered  to  be  mounted. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
the  officers,  excepting  general  officers,  who  may 
be  appointed  during  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, under  the  "Act  to  raise  an  additional  mili- 
tary force,"  shall  take  rank  in  such  manner  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  direct, 
without  regard  to  priority  of  appointment. 
Approved.  March  17, 1812. 


An  Act  repealing  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  to  iocorpor^ 
ate  the  snbachbers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  tenth  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 
.    Approved,  March  19, 1812. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the  Georgetown 
Lancaster  School  Society. 

Be  a  enacted,  ^c,  That  John  Laird.  Henry 
Foxall,  Stephen  B.  Batch,  Robert  Beverly.  Rob- 
ert Monro,  John  McDaniel,  jr.,  David  Wiley, 
Walter  D.  Addison,  Daniel  Bussard,  Francis  S. 
Key,  Walter  Smith,  Joha  Abbott,  aod  their  suc- 
cessors, duly  elected  or  appoioted,  io  manner 
hereinafter  directed,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
made,  declared,  and  constituted,  a  corporation 
and  body  politic,  in  law  and  in  fact,  to  have  con- 
tinuance forever,  by  the  name,  style,  and  title,  of 
"  The  Trustees  of  the  Georgetown  Lancaster 
School  Society." 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  and 
ainffular  the  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities, 
rights,  privileges,  i^oods,  and  chattels,  heretofore 
given,  granted,  devised  or  bequeathed,  to  the  said 
school,  or  to  any  person  or  persons,  for  the  use 
thereof,  or  that  have  been  purchased  for  or  on 
aecottnt  of  the  same,  be,  and  are  hereby.  Tested 
in  and  confirmed  to  the  said  corporation :  And 
fwihery  That  the  said  corporation  may  purchase, 
take,  receive  and  enjoy,  any  lands,  tenements, 
rents,  anouities,  rights,  or  privileges^  or  any  goods, 
chattels,  or  other  effects,  of  what  kind  or  nature 
aoever,  which  shall  or  may  hereafter  be  given, 
granted,  sold,  bequeathed,  or  demised  UDto  them, 


by  aoy  person  or  peraons, ^bodies  politic  or  cor- 
porate, capable  of  makiDg  such  gift,  mot,  sale, 
or  bequest ;  aod  the  said  property,  reu  and  per* 
sonal,  to  rent,  sell,  convey,  and  confirm, or  other- 
wise dispose  of,  as  fully  and  effectually  a$  aoj 
person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  maj 
or  can  do:  Provided,  That  the  clear  aoDoal in- 
come of  all  such  property  may  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars ;  and  that  the  afore- 
said property,  real  and  personal,  be  considered  a& 
held  in  the  trust,  under  the  management,  aod  at 
the  disposal,  of  said  corporation,  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  expenses  incidental  to  the^aid 
school. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
corporation,  bv  the  name,  style,  and  title  afore* 
said,  be,  and  shall  be  hereafter,  forever  able  and 
capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  aod  be 
impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  unto,  defend 
ana  be  defended,  in  any  court  or  courts,  or  oihet 
places,  and  before  any  judge  or  judges,  justice  ot 

i'ustices,  or  other  persons  whatsoever,  withia  the 
)istrict  of  Columbia  or  elsewhere,  in  all  and  all 
manner  of  suits  and  actions,  complaints,  pleas, 
causes,  matters,  and  demands,  of  whatsoever  kind 
or  nature  they  mav  be,  in  as  full  and  effectaali 
-manner  as  any  other  person  or  persons,  bodies 
politic  or  corporate,  may  or  can  do. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  corporation  shall  have  full  power  aodaa* 
thority  to  make,  have,  and  use  m  commoo  5eal. 
with  such  device  and  inscription  as  tbeyshill 
think  proper,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter,  aod 
reoew,  at  their  pleasure;  to  appoint  a  presideat, 
treasurer,  secretary,  and  such  other  officers,  as 
they  may  deem  necessary  and  proper,  either  oat 
of  their  own  number  or  otherwise;  to  assi^ 
them  their  duties  and  to  fix  their  compeosatioa. 
and  to  remove  any  or  all  of  them  from  office, 
appoint  another  or  others  in  their  place,  as  often 
as  they  shall  think  fit;  to  make,  ordaio, estab- 
lish,  and  execute,  such  by-laws  and  ordinances  as 
may  be  deemed  useful  for  their  own  goversmeot 
and  for  the  government  of  the  school ;  aod  the 
same  to  alter,  amend,  or  abrogate  at  pleasure;  ia 
fill  up  vacancies  that  may  happen  in  their  Dsm- 
ber,  between  two  aonoal  elections;  and  to  deter- 
mine upon,  do,  and  transact  all  business  sod  mat- 
ters appertaining  to  the  said  corporatioo, agreea- 
bly to  the  rules,  by-laws,  and  ordinances  thereof, 
during  their  continuance  in  ofiice;  ProtM, 
That  not  less  than  five  trustees  beaqaoromio 
do  business,  and  that  no  by-law,  rule,  or  ordi* 
nance,  shall  be  made  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbeie 
shall  be  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  said 
society  held  on  the  second  Monday  in  Febroary 
next,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every  year  there- 
after, at  the  school-house  erected  by  the  said  soci- 
ety, a  I  which  tine  and  place  the  said  membefL 
or  such  of  them  as  may  be  present,  shall  elect 
and  choose  by  ballot,  from  their  own  number. 
twelve  trustees  to  serve  for  the  year  ensoiog  their 
election,  and  until  others  shall  be  elected  or  %^ 
pointed  to  serv«  in  their  place. 


257 


APPENDIX. 


2268 


Public  AcU  qf  Congren. 


Sbo.  6.  And  be  UJurthsr  enacted,  That  the 
usiees  shall  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  in  saita- 
le  books  for  the  purpose,  just  and  proper  entries 
'  all  proceedings  and  accounts  of  said  school 
sd  corporation,  and  have  them  laid  before  the 
iciety  at  every  annoal  meeting*,  previous  to  taking 
16  votes ;  and  shall  aivrays  deliver  the  said  book^. 
igether  with  all  .the  property  of  said  school  and 
>rporation,  in  good  order,  to  their  saecessors  in 
See,  whenever  required.  . 
Sec.  7.  And  be  it  furthsr  enacted.  That  chil* 
ren  may  be  bound  (in  the  manner  now  by  law 
rovided)  to  the  said  society ;  the  deed,  or  articles 
r  apprenticeship,  to  be  executed  on  the  part  of 
le  said  society  by  any  two  of  the  trustees 
lereof ;  and  it  shall  be  agreed  by  the  said  deed, 
D  the  part  of  the  said  society,  that  every  such 
bild  or  children  shall  be  provided  with  allue- 
essary  food,  clothing,  and. lodging,  and  taught 
>adiDg,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  and  be  placed 
1  the  service  of,  and  under  the  control  and  man- 
g[ement  of,  some  discreet  and  fit  person,  compe- 
iDt  to  instruct  and  edueate  the  suid  apprentice, 
1  some  trade  or  employment,  which  may  enable 
ich  child  or  children  to  earn  a  living  by  honest 
ida«try. 
Approved,  March  19, 1812. 


.n  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Circuit  Court 
of  the  first  district 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  in  lieu  of  the  terms 
ow  established  by  law.  the  circuit  court  of  the 
rst  circuit  shall  annually  be  holden  as  follows : 
a  Portsmouth,  on  the  first  day"  of  May,  and  at 
Sxeter,  on  the  first  day  of  October,  within  and 
3r  the  district  of  New  Hampshire;  at  Newport, 
D  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  and  at  Providence 
0  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  within  and  for 
1)6  district  of  Rhode  Island ;  and  at  Boston,  on 
be  fifteenth  day  of  May,  and  the  fifteenth  day  of 
)ctober,  within  and  for  the  district  of  Massachu- 
etis.  And  whenever  any  of  the  said  days  shall 
lappen  on  a  Sunday,  then  the  said  court,  hereby 
lirected  to  be  liolden  on  said  day,  shall  he  holden 
*D  the  next  day  thereafter. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  all 
ictions,  suits,  writs,  processes,  and  other' proceed- 
Dgs,  which  now  are  pending  in  said  court,  or 
rhich  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be  commenced 
or,  Qt  be  returnable  to  the  said  court  at  the  proper 
erm  thereof,  now  established  by  law,  withm  and 
or  the  respective  districts  aforesaid,  shall  depend, 
>ave  day,  be  returnable  to,  beard,  tried,  and  de- 
ermined  in  the  said  court,  at  the  first  term  there- 
)r,  which  shall  hereafter  be  holden  within  and 

4 

or  the  respective  districts  aforesaid,  according  to 
be  provisions  of  this  act,  anything  in  any  for- 
ner  act  or  acts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Approved^  March  26,  ldl2« 


Vn  Act  to  establish  a  Quartermaster's  Department,  and 

for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.   That  there  be,  and  hereby 
s,  established  a  Cluartermaster^s  department  for 


the  Army  of  the  United  States,  to  consist  of  a 
Quartermaster  C^eneral,  four  deputy  quartermas- 
ters, and  as  many  assistant  deputy  quartermas- 
ters, as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  public  service  may  require; 
the  Quartermaster  General  and  deputy  quarter- 
masters to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and . 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate;  and 
the  assistant  deputy  quartermasters  by  ihe  Pres- 
ident alone.  And  he  hereby  is  authorized,  more* 
over,  to  fippointsuch  additional  number  of  deputy 
Quartermasters,  not  exceedinf^  four,  to  be  taken 
from  the  line  or  not,  at  his  discretion,  as  in  his 
judgment  the  public  service  may  require. 

Sbo,  2»  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  the 
duarterm aster  General  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral,  (under  the  act  of  ihe  twielfth  of  April;  one 
thousand  eif^ht  hundred  and  eight,)  with  forage 
for  two  additional  horses.  The  deputy  quarter- 
masters, when  not  taken  from  the  line,  shall  be 
entitled  to 'receive  sixty  dollars  per  inonth,  five 
rations  per  day,  and  forage  for  two  horses;  but, 
if  taken  from  the  line,  then  such  additional  pay 
and  emoluments  as  shall  be  equal  to  the  foregoing 
provision.  The  assistant  depot v  quartermaster*, 
when^  not  taken  from  ihe  line,  shall  be  entitled  ta 
and  receiire  forty  dollars  per  month,  thrf  e  rations 
per  day,  and  forage  for  one  horse,  but  if  taken 
from  the  line,  then  such  additional  pay  and  emol- 
uments as  shall  be  equal  to  the  foregoing  pro- 
vision.        ' 

Sec.  3.  And  be  H  further  enacted,  That,  in  ad- 
dition to  their  duties  in  the  field,  it  shall  be  the 
doty  of  the  Quartermaster  General,  his  deputies, 
and  assistant  deputies,  when  thereto  directed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  purchase  military  stores, 
jCamp  equipage,  and  other  articles  requisite  for 
the  troops,  and  generallv  to  procure  and  provide 
means  of  transport  for  the  Army,  its  stores,  artil- 
lery, and  camp  equipage.  That  the  Cluartermas- 
ter  (general  shall  account  as  often  as  may  be  re- 
quired, and  at  least  once  in  three  months,  with 
tlie  Department  #f  War,  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  prescribed,  for  all  property  which  may  pass 
through  his  hands,  or  the  hands  of  the  sobordi^ 
pate  officers  in  his  department,  or  that  may  be  in 
his  or  their  care  or  possession,  and  for  all  moneys 
which  he  or  ihey  may  expend  in  discharging  their 
respective  duties;  that  he  shall  be  responsible  for 
the  regularity  and  correctness  of  all  returns  in 
his  department,  and  that  he,  his  deputies,  and  as- 
sistant deputies,  before  they  enter  on  the  execu- 
tion of  their  respective  offices,  shall  severally  take 
an  oath  faithfully  to  perform  the  duties  thereof. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  there 
shalLbe  a  Cgmmissary  General  of  Purchases,  and 
as  many  deputy  commissaries,  as,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  public 
service  may  require,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

Sec,  5.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Pur- 
chases, under  the  direction  and  supervision  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  conduct  the  procuring 
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and  providing  of  all  arms^.miKtary  ttores,  cloth- 
ing, and  generally  all  articles  of  siipply  requisite 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States ;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  deputy  commissaries, 
when  directed  thereto,  either  by  tbe  Secretary  of 
War,  t|}e  Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  or, 
in  cases  of  necessity,  by  the  Commanding  Greoe- 
jal,  Quartermaster  General,  or  deputy  quarter- 
masters, to  purchase  all  such  of  the  aforesaid 
artides  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  military  ser- 
Tice  of  the  United  States. 

Beg.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  neither 
the  Quartermaster  General,  nor  the  Commissary 
General,  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  concerned 
or  interested  in  carrying  on  the  busmess  of  trade  or 
commerce,  or  be  owner  in  whole,  or  to  part,  of  any 
sea  vessel ;  nor  shall  either  of  them  purcbase,  by 
himself,  or  another  in  trust  for  him,  public  lands, 
or  any  4>iher  public  property,  or  be  concerned  in 
the  purchase  or  disposal  of  any  public  securities 
of  any  State,  or  of  tbe  United  States,  or  take,  or 
apply  to  his  own  use,  any  emolument  or  gain,  for 
Begotiatiog  or  transacting  any  business  in  the 
said  department,  other  than  what  shall  be  al- 
lowed by  law ;  and  if  either  the  said  Q,uarter- 
master  General  or  Commissary  General  shalV  of- 
fend against  any  of  the  prohibitions  of  this  act, 
the  parlies  so  offending  shall,  upon  conviction, 
ibrfeit  to  the  United  States,  the  penalty  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  and  may  be  imprisoned  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  five  years,  and  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office,  and  be  forever  thereafter  iu- 
capable  of  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States; 

Seo.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
salary  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases 
shall  be  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ;  and 
the  compensation  to  a  deputy  commissary  shall 
not  exceed  twoaod  one  half  per  ceo  turn  on  the  pub- 
lic moneyf«  disbursed  by  him,  nor  in  any  instance, 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Commissary  General  of  Purchases  shall,  before 
he  ctrters  upon  his  duties,  give  bond  with  suf- 
ficient surety,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and 
the  deputy  commissaries,  each,  in  the  sum  of  ten 
thoosaad  dollars,  with  condition  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  duties  of  their  office  repect- 
ively,  which  bonds  shall  be  lodged  with  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasurv. 

Seo.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  May  next,  so  much  of 
the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  establish  the  office  of 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies,*'  as  relates  to  the 
appointment  and  services  of  a  Purveyor  of  Pub- 
lic Supplies,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed  ; 
and,  in  the  meantime,  the  Purveyor  shall  deliver 
over  to  the  Commissary  General,  or  one  of  his 
deputies,  tbe  public  stores  and  property  of  all 
sorts  in  nis  possession,  who  shall  receipt  to  him 
for  tbe  same. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That,  all 
letters  and  packets  to  and  from  the  Cluartemaster 
General  and  Commissary  General  shall  be  free 
from  postage. 


Sec.  11.  And  be  it  Jutther  enacted,  That  then 
be  allowed,  for  the  coropeosatioo  of  the  oecessarr 
clerks  in  the  QrOartermaster  General's  office,! 
sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  hondreddollarsafear; 
and  for  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  of  the 
Commissary  General,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ter- 
en  teen  hundred  dollars  per  aoDum',  with  soeb 
books  and  stationery  as  may  be  necessarf  to  tbe 
Q^oartermaster  General's  and  Commissary  Ges^ 
ral's  departments. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Q^uartermas^r  General  be  authorized  to  appoiit 
a  principal  wagon  master,  and  as  many  wagoa 
mfisters  as  he  may  jtidge  necessary  for  the  lerviee 
of  the  Army,  not  exceeding  one  to  each  brigade, 
whose  duty  shall  be,  under  tbe  direction  of  the 
Quartermaster  General,  or  any  of  his  depot ies^te 
provide  and  conduct  the  wagons  aud  other  meaas 
of  transport  necessary  and  proper  for  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States. 

Seo.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  ac 
wagon  master  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  be coa- 
cerned  or  interested  in  any  wagon  or  meaos  rf 
transport  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  nor  in  the  purchase  or  sale  of  any  horses, 
harness,  wagons,  or  other  means  of  transport,  pro- 
cured for,  or  belonging:  to  tbe  United  States,  ex- 
cept as  agent  for  the  United  States. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  cnoc/ed.  That  lb« 
principal  wagon  master  shall  be  entiiled  le  r^ 
ceive  forty  dollars  per  month,  three  ratioos  pe: 
day,  and  forage  for  one  horse ;  and  each  wa^on 
master  shall  be  ientitled  to  receive  thirty  dollar! 
per  month,  two  rations  per  day^,  and  forage  for 
one  horse. 

Sac.  15.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Quartermaster  General  be  authorized  to  appoint 
one  principal  forage  master,  aiwi  as  many  assiit- 
ant  forage  roasters  as  the  nature  of  tbe  serrice 
may  require,  not  exceeding  one  to  each  brisaiie, 
whose  duty  shall  be.  under  the  direction  of  (be 
Q^uartermaster  General,  or  any  of  hn  deputies,  to 
provide  and  deliver  out  forage  necessary  and  pro- 
per for  the  military  service  of  the  United  Statw; 
nor  shall  any  forage  master  be  directlv  oriiMli- 
rectly  concerned  in  the  purchase  or  sale  ofaay 
article  of  forage  procured  for,  or  belonging  to, tbe 
United  Sutes,  except  as  an  agent  for  the  Ufliied 
States. 

Sbc.  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
principal  forage  master  shall  be  entitled  to  >Dd 
receive  forty  dollars  per  month,  three  rations  p« 
day,  and  forage  for  two  horses;  and  that  the  other 
forage  mastei^  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive 
thirty  ddliirs  per  month,  two  rations  per  day,  and 
foracce  for  one  horse. 

S«c.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  that 
shall  be  four  conductors  of  artillery,  who  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  President  alone,  each  of  wboo 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  pay  and  emolumeats  of  s 
lieutenant  of  artillery. 

Sbc  18.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
act  shall  go  into  operation  on  the  first  daf  oi 
April  next;  and  that  so  much  of  the  actfixi^ 
the  military  peace  establishment  of  the  UoHea 
States,  as  respects  the  appointment  of  miiitnrf 
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igenls  and  asHsUDt  military  ageDt$,  be,  and  the 
•nfe  is  hereby,  repealed,  from  and  after  that  day; 
)at  ail  those  agents  shall  continue  to  perforin 
heir  respective  duties  in  the  mean  time,  and  un- 
ii  the  deputy  and  assistant  deputy  quartermas- 
ers  shall  be  appointed  and  ready  to  enter  on  the 
'xecution  of  tb^ir  respective  offices ;  to  whom  the 
aid  military  agents  and  assistant  military  agents, 
ib^ll  then  deliver  ajl  the  public  stores  and  prop- 
•rty  in  their  possession. 

Sec.  19.  And  he  itfwiher  enacted,  That  all 
)ersons  attached  to  the  public  service  bv  virtue 
)f  this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  military  law,,  ex- 
cept the  deputy  commissaries. 

Sec  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  fhe 
President  may,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  in 
he  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  the  duarter- 
Dsster  General,  deputy  quartermasters,  Commis- 
try  General,  and  deputy  commissaries, or  any  of 
hem;  which  appointments  shall  be  submitted  to 
he  Senate  at  th^ir  next  session,  for  their  advice 
lod  consent. 

Approved,  March  28, 1812. 


An  Act  concerning  the  Naval  EBtablishment. 

Beit  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
dDited  States  be,  and  he  hereby  fs,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  cause  to  be  immediately  repaired, 
pquipped,  and  put  jnto  actual  service,  the  frigates 
Chesapeake,  Constellation,  and  Adams;  and  that 
isam  not  exceeding  three  hundred  thousabd  dol- 
ars  be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  (hat  purpose. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
)fficers  and  seamen  of  the  Navy  may  be  increased 
io  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  officer,  man,  and 
tquip  the  vessels  so  to  be  put  into  service,  aqy 
aw  to  the  contrary  Qotwithstandibg. 

Sec.  3.  ilmi  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
•nm  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  annually, 
br  three  years,  viz:  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
ind  twelve,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
eeo,  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
leeD,  be  appropriated  towards,  the  purchase  and 
>upply  of  a  stock  of  every  description  of  timber 
squired  for  ship  building  and  other  navy  pur- 
)oses;  and  that  the  first  appropriation  thereof  be 
nade  in  the  purchase  of  timber  suitable  for  re- 
)uildiDg  the  frigates  Philadelphia,  Gen'l  Greene, 
^8W  Vork,  and  Boston. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
>ums  herein  specifically  appropriated  shall  be  paid 
)ut  of  any  moneys  io  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That,  as 
iooD  as  it  shall  be  deemed  compatible  with  the 
^ood  of  the  public  service,  the  gunboats  now  in 
iommission  be  laid  up.  and,  with  those  not  in  com- 
alssion,  be  distributea  in  the  several  harbors  of 
he  maritime  frontier  which  are  most  exposed  to 
tttack,  to  be  carefully  kept  and  used  as  circum- 
itaoces  may  require. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
pursers  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
ippoittted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
)y  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 


ate ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May 
next,  no  person  shall  act  in  the  character  of  purs- 
er, who  shall  not  have  been  thus  first  nominated 
and  appointed,  exceptinp^  pursers  on  distant  ser- 
vice who  shall  not  remain  m  service  after  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  unless  nominated  and  appointed 
as  aforesaid.  And  every  purser,  before  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  give  bond,  with 
two  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  penalty  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  faithfully  to 
perform  all  the  duties  of  purser  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States. 
Approved,  March  30, 1812.' 


An  Act  granting  to  the  Corporatioa  of  the  City  of 
New  Orleans  Uie  use  and  pofsessioa  of  a  lot  in  the 
■aid  city. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  the  right  and  claim 
of  the  United  States  to.  the  use,  possession,  and 
occupancy,  of  a  space  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  by 
one  handred  and  twenty-five- feet  of  a  vacant  lot 
of  ground,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  bounded 
by  Bienville  and  Custom-house  streets,  and  by 
Levee  street,  and  the  high  road,  be,  and  tbesaoie 
is  hereby,  vested  in  the  corporation  of  the  said 
city.  And  the  said  corporation,  is  authorized  to 
use,  possess,  and  occupy  the  same,  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting,  or  oausing  to  be  erected  and  sept  in 
operation.'  a  steam  engine,  or  engines,  for  convey- 
ing water  into  the  said  city,  and  all  buildit^gsae- 
cessary  to  the  said  purpose :  Provided,  That  if 
the  said  space  of  ground  shall  not  be  occupied  for 
the  said  purpose  within  the  term  of  three  years 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  shall,  at 
any  time  thereafter,  cease  to  be  ,so  occupied,  for 
the  term  of  three  years,  the  right  and  claim  of  the 
United  States  thereto  shall  remain  unimpaired : 
And  profsided,  aUo,  That  this  act  shall  not  afiect 
the  clatim  or  claims  of  any  individual  or  indivi- 
duals, if  any  such  there  be. 

Approved,  April  3, 1812. 

An  Act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  8utes>  lor  a 
limited  time. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,.  That  an  embargo  be,  and 
hereby  is.  laid,  for  the  term  of  ninety  days  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  on  all  ships  and 
vessels  in  the  ports  and  places  within  the  limits 
or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  cleared  or 
not  cleared,  bound  to  any  foreign  port  or  place  ; 
and  that  no  clearance  be  furnished  to  any  ship 
or  vessel,  bound  to  such  foreign  port  or  place,  ex- 
cept vessels  in  ballast,  with  the  consent  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the 
President  he  aotholrized  to  give  such  instructions 
to  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  and  of  the  navy,  and 
revenue  cutters,  of  the  United  States,  as  shall  ap- 
pear best  adapted  for  carrying  the  same  into  foil 
effect :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  departure  of  anr 
foreign  ship  or  vessel,  either  in  ballast  or  with 
the  goods,  wares,  and  mere  hand  tsC)  on  board  of 
such  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  when  notified  of  this 
act. 
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6ec^  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  no  registered  or  8*a- 
letter  vessel  shall  be  allowed  to  depart  from  any 
one  port  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  within 
the  same,  unless  the  master,  owner,  consignee,  or 
factor,  of  such  vessel,  shall  first  give  bond,  with 
one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict from  which  she  is  bound  to  depart,  in  a  sum 
of  double  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  con- 
ditioned that  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
with  which  she  shall  be  laden,  shall  be  relanded 
in  some  port  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
ship  or  vessel  shall,  during  the  continuance  of 
this  act,  depart  from  any  port  of  the  United 
.  States,  without  a  clearance  or  permit,  or  if  any 
ship  or  vessel  shall,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  proceed  to  a  foreign  port  or  place,  or 
trade  with,  or  put  on  board  of,  anv  other  ship  or 
vessel,  any  goods,  wares,  or  roercnandiae,  of  for- 
eign or  domestic  growth  or  manufacture,  such 
shiDs  or  vessels,  eoods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
ahall  be  wholly  forfeited,  and,  if  the  same  shall 
not  be  seized,  the  owner,  or  owners,  agent,  freight- 
er, or  factors,  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall,  for 
every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  equal  to 
double  the  value  of  the  ship  or  vessel  and  cargo, 
and  shall  never  thereafter  be  allowed  a  credit  for 
duties  on  any  gopds,  wares,  or  merchandise,  im- 
ported by  him,  or  them,  into  any  of  the  ports  of 
the  United  States;  and  the  master  or  command- 
er of  such  ship  or  vessel,  as  well  as  «il  other  per- 
sons who  shall  knowingly  be  concerned  in  such 
prohibited  foreign  voyage,  shall  each  respectively 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  thou- 
sand, nor  less  than  one  thousand,  dollars,  for  every 
such  offence,  whether  the  vessel  be  seized  and 
condemned  or  not ;  and  the  oath  or  affirmation  of 
any  master  or  commander,  knowingly  offending 
against  the  provisions  of  this  section,  shall  ever 
thereafter  be  inadmissible  before  any  coUector'of 
the  customs  of  the  United  States. 

Sfio.  4.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That  all  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  arising  under,  or  incurred  by 
virtue  of,  this  act,  may  be  sued  for,  prosecuted, 
and  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  by  action  of 
debt,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, or  by  indictment  or  information,  in  any  court 
having  competent  jurisdiction  to  try  the  same ; 
and  shall  be  distributed  and  accounted  for  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  dirties  on  imports  and 
toanage,"  passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine;  and 
such  penalties  may  be  examined,  mitigated,  or 
remitted,  in  like  manner,  and  under  like  condi- 
tions, regulations,  and  restrictions,  as  are  pre- 
scribed,  authorized  and  directed  by  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remit- 
ting the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disabilities 
accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned,"  pass- 
ied  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetual 
by  an  act  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred :  Provided,  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures  which  shall  have  been 


incurred  by  virtue  of  this  act,  previous  to  the  a- 
pi  ration  thereof,  may  and  shall  thereafter  be  r^ 
covered  and  distributed  in  like  manner,  as  if  thii 
act  bad  continued  in  full  force  and  virtne. 
Approved,  April  4, 1812. 


An  Act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Looiust 
into  the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  L'ai- 
ted  Sutes  to  the  said  Sute. 

Whereas  the  representatives  of  the  people  of 
all  that  part  of  the  territory  or  country  ceded, 
under  the  name  of  **  Louisiana."  by  the  itntj 
made  at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  between  tM 
United  States  and  France,  contained  within  tiif 
following  limits,  that  is  to  say:  begioniagat  iIk 
mouth  of  the  river  Sabine;  thence,  byaiiae!« 
be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  aaid  river,  iflclod- 
ing  all  islands,  to  the  thirty-second  degree  of  liii- 
tude;  thence  due'north  to  the  northernmost  pin 
of  the  thirty-third  degree  of  north  iatiiode; 
thence  along  the  said  parallel  of  latitude  to  ttie 
river  Mississippi;  thence  down  the  said  rirerto 
the  river  Iberville;  and  from  thence  aionirtiie 
middle  of  the  said  river,  and  lakes  Maurepasiod 
Ponchartrain,  to  t^e  Gulf  of  Mexico;  tbeoec 
bounded  by  the  said  Gulf  to  the  place  of  \xp> 
nine,  including  all  islands  within  three  lea^oa 
of  the  coast;  did,  on  the  twenty^second  dafof 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twein. 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  Sate 
government,  and  give  to  the  said  State  tbeoame 
of  the  State  of  Liouisiana,  in  pursuance  of  aout 
of  Coneress,  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  the  pe> 
pic  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  coosti- 
tution  and  State  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  said  State  into  the  Unton  onaneqaal 
footing  with  the  original  Slates,  and  for  otbfr 
purposes:"  And  the  said  constitution  hariogbefo 
transmitted  to  Congress,  and  by  them  being  ber^ 
by  approved ;  therefore, 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  said  State  shall  ht 
one,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of  the  Vu- 
ted  States  of  America,  and  admitted  imo  ihe 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori^ioal 
States,  in  all  re.spects  whatever,  by  the  nameaod 
title  of  the  State  of  Louisiana :  Provided,  That 
it  shall  be  taken  as  a  condition  upon  vhicbtbe 
said  State  is  incorporated  in  the  Uaionj  tbar (he 
river  Mississippi,  and  the  navigable  rirersaod 
waters  leading  into  the  same,  and  into  tbeGtilf 
of  Mexico,  shall  be  common  highways  and  for- 
ever free,  as  well  to  the  inbabiunts  of  the  said 
Slate  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  other  States  aod 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  witbontiDf 
tax,  duty,  impost,  or  loll  therefor,  imposed  bjrtbe 
said  State ;  and  that  the  above  condition,  and  also 
all  other  the  conditions  and  terms  conuioed  is 
the  third  section  of  the  act,  the  title  whereofji 
hereinbefore  recited,  shall  be  considered,  deemed,  j 
and  taken,  fundamental  conditions  and  terms, 
Upon  which  the  said  State  is  incorporated  la  tbe 
Union. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That,  tnu\ 
the  next  general  census  and  apportionflneat  of  | 
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lepreseotatives,  the  said  State  shall  be  eotitled 
oone  Represeotaiive  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
eoiatives  of  the  Udited  States;  and  that  all  the 
iws  of  the  United  States  not  locally  inapplica- 
ile  shall  be  extended  to  the  said  9^^'^}  ftod  shall 
lave  the  same  force  and  effect  within  the  same 
s  elsewhere  within  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
aid  Slate,  together  with  the  residue  of  that  por- 
ioD  of  country  which  was  comprehended  within 
he  Territory  of  Orleans,  as  constituted  by  the 
let,  entitled  ^An  act  erecting  Louisiana  into  two 
Territories,  and  providing  for  the  temporary  gov- 
rnmeot  thereof,"  shall  be  one  district,  and^be 
«lled  the  Louisiana  district ;  and  there  shall  be 
istablished  in  the  said  district  a  district  court,  to 
;oositt  of  one  judge,  who  shall  reside  therein, 
lod  be  called  the  district  judge;  and  there  shall 
le,  aDDually,  four  stated  sessions  of  the  said  court 
(eld  at  the  city  of  Orleans ;  the  first  to  commence 
m  the  third  Monday  in  July  next,  and  the  three 
)ther  sessions  progressively,  on  the  third  Monday 
)( every  third  calendar  month  thereafter.  -  The 
aid  judge  shall,  in  all  things,  have  and  exercise 
he  same  jurisdiction  and  powers  which,  by  the 
ict,  the  title  whereof  is  in  this  section  recited 
rere  given  to  the  diistrict  judge  of  the  Territory 
)f Orleans;  and  he  shall  be  allowed  an  anntial 
^mpeasation  of  three  thousand  doUars^  to  be  paid 
I^Darter  yearly  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
)Utes.  The  said  judge  shall  appoint  a  clerk  of 
be  said  court,  who  shall  reside,  and  keep  the  re- 
;ords  of  the  court,  in  the  city  of  Orleans,  and 
hall  receive,  for  the  services  performed  by  him, 
he  same  fees  heretofore  allowed  to  the  clerk  of 
be  Orleans  Territory. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  there 
hall  be  appointed  in  the  said  district  a  person 
earned  in  the  law.  to  act  as  attorney  for  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  who  shall,  in  addition  to  his  stated 
ees,  be  paid  six  hundred  dollars,  annually,  as  a 
oil  compensation  for  all  extra  services.  There 
hall  also  be  appointed  a  marshal  for  the  said  dis- 
ript,  who  shall  perform  the  same  duties,  be  sub- 
Kt  to  the  same  regulations  and  penalties,  and  be 
Diitled  to  the  vame  fees  to  which  marshals  in 
tber districts  are  entitled  for  similar  services; 
ad  shall,  moreover,  be  paid  two  hundred  dollars, 
DDually,  as  a  compensation  for  all  extra  ser- 
ices. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  encu^ted,  That  noth- 
ing in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  the 
)arth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  **An  act  for  lay- 
Bg  and  collecting  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage 
within  the  territories  ceded  to  the  United  States 
J  the  treaty  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thou- 
iDd  eight  hundred  and  three,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  French  Republic,  and  for  other 
urposes;"  and  that  the  collection  district  shall 
e  and  remain  as  thereby  established. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  this 
ct  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and 
l^er  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
nd  twelve. 

Approved,  April  8, 1812. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force,''  passed  January 
the  eleventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana 
twelve. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  to 
cause  to  be  enlisted  for  the  term  of  eighteen 
months,  unless  sooner  discharged,  such  part  of 
the  light  dragoons,  artillery,  and  infantr]^,  au« 
thorized  by  the  act,  entitled  *^An  act  to  raise  an 
additional  military  forc^,''  as  he  may  deem  expe- 
dient: Provided,  The  whole  number,  so  to  be 
enlisted  for  eighteen  months,  shall  not  exceed 
fifteen  thousand,  anything  in  the  said  recited  act 
to  the  contrary -notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
non-commissioiied  officers,  musicians,  and  prir 
vates,  so  to  be  enlisted,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
bounty  of  sixteen  dollars,  and  the  same  pay, 
clothing,  and  rations,  the  same  provisions  for 
wounds  or  disabilities,  and  to  all  other  allow- 
ances (the  bounty  in  land  excepted)  provided  by 
the -said  before  recited  act,  for  the  non-commis- 
sioned ofiBcers,  inusicians,  and  privates,  who  may 
be  raised  under  the  same,  ana  shall  be  held  to 
perform  the  same  duties,  and  be  subject  to  the 
same  rules  and  regulations. 

Approved,  April  8, 1812. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
served  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash. 

Be  it  enactedy^c,  That  the  officers,  according 
to  the  rank  assigned  them  by  Governor  Harrison, 
and  which  they  held  on  the  seventh  day  of  No- 
vember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven, 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
volunteers  and  militia,  and  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  those  who  were  killed  or  died  of  their 
wounds,  composing  the  army  that  served  in  the 
late  campaign  on  tne  Wabash  against  the  hostile 
Indians,  shall  receive  the  same  compensation 
which  is  allowed  by  law  to  the  militia  of  the 
United  States  when  called  into  the  actual  service 
of  the  United  States.  # 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted  That  the 
officers,  according  to  the  rank  which  they  held  as 
aforesaid^ the  non-commissioned  officers,  and  sol- 
diers, of  the  volunteers  or  militia,  who  served  in 
the  said  campaign,  and  who  were  killed  or  died 
of  wounds  received  in  said  service,  leaving  a 
widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  shall  have  left  a  child  or 
children,  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  suctv 
widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  such  child  or  children, 
shall  be  entitled  to,  and  receive  the  half  of  the 
monthly  pay  to  which  the  deceased  was  entitled 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  or  receiving  the  wound 
of  which  he  died,  for  and  during  the  term  of  five 
years;  and  in  case  of  the  death  or  intermarriage 
of  such  widow,  before  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  five  years,  the  half  pay,  for  the  remainder  of 
the  term,  shall  go  to  the  child  or  children  of  such 
deceased  officer  or  soldier,  whilst  under  the  age 
qf  sixteen  years;  and  in  like  manner  the  allow- 
au'^e  (0  the  child  or  children  of  such  deceasedi 
where  there  is  no  widow,  shall  be  paid  no  ioDget 
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than  while  there  Is  a. child  or  children  under  the 
age  aforesaid :  Provided^  That  no  greater  sum 
shall  be  allowed  in  any  case  to  the  widow,  or  to 
the  cbild  or  children,  of  any  officer,  than  the  half 
pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
officer,  according  to  the  rank  which  he  held  as 
aforesaid,  non-commissioned  officer,  and  private, 
of  the  volunteers  and  militia,  who  served  in  the 
said  campaign,  and  who  have  been  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  in  said  service,  shall  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  invalids  of  the  United  States, 
at  such  rate  of  pension  as  shall  be  directed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  upon  satisfactory 
proof  of  such  wound  and  disability  being  pro- 
duced to  the  Secretary  of  War,  agreeably  to  such 
rules  as  he  may  prescribe:  Provided^  That  the 
rate  of  compensation  for  such  wounds  and  disa- 
bilities shall  never,  for  the  highest  disability,  ex- 
ceed half  the  monthly  pay  of  such  officer,  at  the 
time  of  being  so  wounded  or  disabled,  and  that 
the  rate  of  compensation  to  a  non-commissioned 
officer  and  private,  shall  never  exceed  five  dollars 
|>er  month ;  and  all  inferior  disabilities  shall  en- 
title the  person  so  disabled,  to  receive  a  sum  in 
proportion  to  the  highest  disabilitv;  but  no  pen- 
sion of  a  commissioned  officer  shall  be  calculated 
at  a  higher  rate  than  the  half  pay  of  a  lieutenant 
colonel. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  or  persons  belonging  to  the  said  army, 
who  may  have  had  a  horse  or  horses  killed  or 
lost  during  the  late  battle  on  the  Wabash,  shall 
be  entitled  to,  and  receive  the  value  thereof: 
Provided,  That  the  proof  of  the  value  of  such 
horse  or  horses  shall  be  by  affidavit  of  the  quar- 
termaster of  the  corps  to  which  the  owner  may 
have  belonged,  or  of  two  other  credible  wit- 
nesses. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  eruicted,  That  to  the 
heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  every  person  who 
was  killed,  and  tp  ^s^xy  person  who  was  wound- 
ed, in  the  said  campaign,  who  were  purchasers  of 
public  land^  of  the  United  Slates,  and  whose 
lands  had  not,  before  the  seventh  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  been 
actually  sold  or  reverted  to  the  United  States  for 
the  non-payment  of  part  of  the  purchase  money, 
a  further  time  of  three  years  shall  be  allowed,  in 
addition  to  the  time  allowed  by  former  laws,  to 
complete  their  payments;  which  further  lime  of 
three  years  shall  commence  from  the  respective 
times  when  their  payments  should  have  been 
completed  according^  to  former  laws. 

Approved,  April  10, 1812. 


An  Act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  Militia  of 

the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
require  of  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  and 
Territories,  to  take  effectual  measures  to  orffan- 
ize,  arm,  and  equip,  according  to  law,  and  hold 
in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning, 
their  respective  proportions  of  one  boodred  thou^ 


sand  militia,  officers  included,  to  be  apportioofd 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
latest  militia  returns  in  the  Department  of  War; 
and,  in  cases  where  such  returns  have  not  betn 
made,  by  such  other  data  as  he  shall  jadge 
equitable. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tiie 
detachment  of  militia  aforesaid,  shall  be  officered 
out  of  the  present  militia  officers,  or  Gtber$,tt 
the  option  and  discretion  of  the  CoDsiitotiootl 
authority  in  the  respective  States  and  Territories; 
the  President  of  the  United  States  apportioDiQ^ 
the  general  officers  among  the  respectire  Slates 
and  Territories,  as  he  may  deem  proper:  aodihe 
commissioned  officers  of  the  militia,  when  called 
into  actual  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  saou 
pay,  rations,  and  emoluments,  as  the  officers  of 
the  Array  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
detachment  shall  not  be  compelled  to  urre  i 
longer  time  than  six  months  alter  they  arrireit 
the  place  of  rendezvous;  and  during  the  lime  of 
service  the  nooH^ommissiooed  officers,  musiciao^ 
and  privates,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  paj 
and  rations  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  miiitii 
of  the  United  States  when  called  into  aciiul 
service. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  heberebf 
is,  authorized  to  call  into  actaai  service  any  pari, 
or  the  whole,  of  tetd  detachment,  in  all  the  exi- 
gencies provided  by  the  Constitution;  aod  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  masiciaas, 
and  privates,.of  the  said  detachment,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  penalties  of  the  act,  entitled  "^Aaact 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  lavs 
of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  aod  repel 
invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for 
those  purposes,  passed  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  oioe* 
ty-five;"  and  if  ja  part  only  of  said  detachmeat 
snail  be  called  into  actual  service,  they  shall  be 
taken  from  such  part  thereof  as  the  Presideotof 
the  United  States  shall  deem  proper. 

&£c.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ao 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  priTate 
belonging  to  the  aforesaid  detachment  of  militia, 
who  shall  be  ordered  into  actual  service  bf  iht 
President  of  the  United  Sutes,  shall  be  sobject 
to  corporal  punishment  by  whipping,  aeytiiiag 
contained  in  any  act  to  the  contrary  notvitb- 
standing. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  ThatioUeii 
of  whipping,  as  provided  by  several  of  tbe  rule 
apd  articles  of  war,  as  now  used  and  practised, 
stoppage  of  pay,  confinement,  and  depriraiioo  »f 
part  of  the  rations,  shall  be  substituted,  io  socb 
manner  as  is  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  aoy 
non-commissioned  oracer  or  private,  belongiogto 
the  aforesaid  detachment  ot  militia,  who  shall, 
while  in  actual  service,  be  convicted  before  aof 
court  martial  of  any  offence,  which,  before  tbe 
passing  of  this  act,  might  or  could  have  subjected 
such  person  to  be  whipped,  shall,  for  the  M 
offence,  be  put  aader  such  stoppages  of  pay  as 
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aebeoart  martial  shall  adjudge,  not  exceeding  the 
>ne  half  of  one  month's  pay  tor  any  one-  offence : 
lUtsQch  offender  may,  moreover,  at  the  discretion 
»fsuch  court  martial,  be  confined  under  euard, 
10  allowance  of  half  rations,  any  length  of  lime, 
lot  exceeding  ten  days  for  any  one  offence,  or 
Day,  at  the  discretion  of  such  court  martial,  be 
(oblicly  drummed  out  of  the  Army. 

Sec. 8.  Andheitfurlher  enacted^  That  the  sum 
rf  one  million  of  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
))  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in 
be  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  towards 
lefraying  any  expense  incurred  by  virtue  of  the 
iroristons  of  this  act. 

Sec.  ^.  And  be  U further  enacted^  That  this  act 
ball  continue  and  be  in  force  for  two  years  from 
he  passing  thereof,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  10, 1812. 


In  Act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie,  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise*  for  a  limited  time. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful, 
ioring  the  continuance  of  the  act,  entitled  ^^An 
list  laying  an  embargo  on  all  the  ships  and  vessels 
Dtbe  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  for 
I  limited  time,"  to  export  from  the  United  States 
)t  tbe  territories  thereof,  in  any  manner  what- 
!rer,  any  specie,  nor  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, of  foreign  or  domestic  growth  or  D>an- 
ifacture ;  and  if  any  person  shall,  with  intent  to 
trade  this  law,  export  or  attempt  to  export  any 
pecie,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  from  the 
Jnited  States  or  the  territories  thereor,  either  by 
and  or  water,  such  specie,  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
ibandise,  together  with  the  vessel,  boat,  raft,  cart, 
ragoo,  sleigh,  or  other  carriage  in  which  the 
ame  shall  have  been  exported  or  attempted  to  be 
exported,  shall,  together  with  the  tackle,  apparel, 
lorses,  mulee,  and  oxen,  be  forfeited,  and  the 
iwoer  or  owners  of  such  specie,  goods,  wares, 
»r  merchandise,  and  every  other  person  know- 
ngly  concerned  in  such  prohibitea  exportation. 
|n conviction  thereof,  shall  each,  respectively,  for- 
Vit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand 
loliars  for  every  such  offence :  ihioided  however, 
Fhat  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  prevent  the  departure  of  vessels, 
rhicb,  acoording  to  tbe  act  last  above  mentioned, 
ire  or  may  be  permitted  to  depart  in  the  manner 
'od  under  the  restrictions  provided  by  the  said  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
)e  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
>r  such  other  person  as  he  shall  have  empowered 
or  that  purpose,  to  employ  any  part  of  the  land 
»r  naval  forces,  or  militia  of  the  United  States, 
»r  of  the  territories  thereof,  as  may  be  judged 
tecessary,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  illegal 
leparture  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  the  illegal  ex- 
wrution  of  any  specie,  or  of  any  ^oods,  wares, 
'r  merchandise,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this, 
>r  of  the  last  above  mentioned  act,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  detaining,  taking  possession  of,  and 
leeping  in  custody,  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  specie, 
[oods,  wares,  or  merchandise. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfitriher^nacted^  That  all  pen- 


alties and  forfeitures,  incurred  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  shall  and  may  be  prosecuted,  sued  for,  recov- 
ered and  distributed,  and  may  be  mitigated  and 
remitted  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  laying  an  embargo  od  all  the  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  a  limited  time,"  and  also,  that  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  virtue  of  this 
act  may  be  recovered  subsequent  to  the  expira- 
tion thereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had 
continued  in  full  force  and  virtue. 
Approved,  April  14,  1812. 


An  Act  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  State  of  LouisiaBa. 

Be  it  enacted,  (fc.  That,  in  case  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  or  Louisiana  shall  consent  thereto, 
all  that  tract  of  country  comprehended  wnhin 
the  following  bounds,  to  wit:  Beginning  at  the 
junction  of  the  Iberville  with  the  river  Missis- 
sippi ;  thence,  along  the  middle  of  tbe  Iberville, 
the  river  Amite,  and  of  the  lakes  Maurepas  and 
Pontchartrain  to  the  eastern  mouth  of  the  Pearl 
river;  thence,  up  the  eastern  branch  of  Pearl  river 
to  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude ;  thence, 
along  the  said  degree  of  latitude  to  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi ;  thence,  down  the  said  river  to  the  place 
of  beginning,  shall  become  and  form  a  part  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  and  be  subject  to  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  thereof,  in  the  same  manner,  and 
for  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  it  had  been  in- 
cluded within  the  original  boundaries  of  the  said 
State.  ^ 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
-be  incumbent  upon  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  in  case  they  consenl  to  the  incor- 

f^oration  of  the  territory  aforesaid  within  their 
imits^  at  their  first  session,  to  make  provision  by 
law  for  the  representation  of  the  said  territory 
in  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution,  and  for  securing  to  the 
I  people  of  the  said  territory,  equal  rights,  privi- 
eges,  benefits,  and  advantages,  with  those  enjoyed 
by  the  people  of  the  other  parts  of  tbe  State; 
which  law  shall  be  liable  to  revision,  modification, 
and  amendment  by  Congress,  and  also  in  the  man- 
ner provided  for  the  amendment  of  the  State  con- 
stitution, but  shall  not  be  liable  to  change  or  amend- 
ment by  the  Legislature  of  the  State. 
Approved,  April  14, 1812. 

An  Act  giving  further  time  for  registering  claims  to 
land  in  tbe  estftern  district  of  the  Territory  of  Or« 
leans. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  every  person  or  per- 
sons claiming  lands  in  the  eastern  district  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  who  are  actual  settlers  on 
tbe  land  which  they  claim,  and  whose  claims 
have  not  been  heretofore  filed  with  the  register 
of  the  land  ofiioe  for  the  said  district,  shall  be  al- 
lowed until  the  first  day  of  November  next  to 
deliver  notices  in  writing,  and  the  written  evi- 
dences of  their  claims,  to  the  register  of  the  land 
office  at  New  Orleans;  and  the  notices  and  evi- 
dences 80  delivered,  within  the  time*  limited  by 
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this  act,  shall  be  recorded  in  the  same  maDDef, 
and  on  paymeDt  of  the  same  fees,  as  if  the  same 
had  been  delivered  before  the  first  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight;  but  the 
rights  of  such  persons  as  shall  neglect  so  doing 
within  the  time  limited  by  this  act,  shall,  so  far 
as  they  are  derived  from,  or  founded  on,  any  act 
of  Congress,  ever  after  be  barred  and  become  void, 
and  the  evidences  of  their  claims  never  after  ad- 
mitted as  evidence  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States,  against  any  grant  derived  from  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  said 
land  office  at  New  Orleans,  shall  have  the  same 
powers,  and  perform  the  same  duties,  in  reiation 
to  the  claims  thus  filed  before  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember next,  as  if  notice  of  the  same  had  been 
given  before  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight,  except  that  their  decision 
sl^ll  be  subject  to  the  revision  of  Congress.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  register  and  re- 
ceiver to  make,  to  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury, 
a  report  of  all  the  claims  thus  filed  with  the  reg- 
ister of  the  land  office,  together  with  the  substance 
of  the  evidence  in  support  .thereof,  with  their 
opinion  and  such  remarks  thereon  as  they  may 
think  proper;  which  report,  together  with  a  list 
of  the  claims  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver,  ought  to  be  confirmed,  shall  be 
laid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  before  Con- 
gress, at  their  next  session,  for  their  determination 
thereon.  The  said  register  and  receiver  shall 
have  power  to  appoint  a  clerk«  whose  duties  shall 
be  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  claims  filed  as  afore- 
said, as  was  required  of  the  clerk  to  the  board  of 
commissioners  for  adjusting  claim's  to  lands  in 
the  said  district;  and  the  said  register,  receiver, 
and  clerk,  shall  each  be  allowed  fifty  cents  for 
each  claim  filed  according  to  this  act,  and  on 
which  a  decision  shall  be  made.,  whether  such 
decision  be  in  favor  of,  or  against  tne  claim;  which 
allowance  of  fifty  cents  shall  be  in  full  compen- 
sation for  their  services  under  this  act. 

Approved,  April  14, 1812. 


An  Act  for  the  organization  of  a  Corps  of  Artificers. 

Be  it  enacted,^c,y  That  there  shall  be  attached 
to  the  duartermaster  General's  department,  and 
subject  to  the  order  of  the  officers  thereof,  a  corps 
of  artificers,  to  consist  of  one  superintendent,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  four  assistants,  two  master  masons,  two 
master  carpenters,  two  master  blacksmiths,  two 
master  boat  builders,  two  master  armorers,  two 
master  saddle  and  harness  makers,  twenty  house 
carpenters,  five  ship  carpenters,  twenty  black- 
smiths, sixteen  boat  builders,  sixteen  armorers, 
twelve  saddle  and  harness  makers,  and  twenty- 
four  laborera,  to  be  selected  from  the  privates  of 
the  army,  when  authorized  thereto  by  the  com- 
manding general,  or  engaged  from  among  the 
citizens  by  the  superintendent. 

Sec.  2,  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
pay  of  the  superintendent  of  artificers  shall  be 


forty-five  dollars  per  month,  three  rations  per  dtjr, 
and  forage  for  one  horse ;  that  the  pay  of  the  (ooi 
asiiistants  be,  each,  thirty  dollars  per  month,  and 
two  rations  per  day ;  that  the  pay  of  the  tweWe 
master  workmen  be.  each,  thirty  dollars  per  moDth. 
and  one  ration  and  one  half  of  a  ration  per  day; 
that  the  pay  of  the  other  workmen  be,  each,sixteea 
dollars  per  month,  and  one  ration  and  ooe  balf 
of  a  ration  per  day. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  of  artificers  to 
render  a  correct  report,  once  each  mooth,  of  the 
corps,  to  the  Q^uartermaster  General,  and,  oooith 
to  make  out  the  pay  roll  thereof;  which  payroll 
shall  be  examined  by  the  dnartermaster  Geoeiti. 
or,  rn  his  absence,  by  one  of  the  deputy  quarter- 
masters, and  by  him  be  countersigned ;  aad  faitk- 
fully,  and  without  delay,  to  execute  all  such  orden 
as  he  may  receive  from  the  Secretary  at  War. 
any  officer  of  the  quartermasters  departmeoi  or 
from  the  officer  commanding  in  the  field  or  gar- 
rison to  which  his  corps  or  any  part  thereof  mir 
be  attached. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  this 
corps  shall  be  engaged  for  and  during  the  teriD  of 
three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  [txit 
fraying  the  expense  that  may  be  incurred  io  tAe 
execution  of  this  act,  the  sum  of  thirty  tboaaad 
dollars,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropnaiei 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treaaurf  act 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  23, 1812. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  for  the  Deptrtm«Qt 
of  War  to  exchange  lands  with  the  UrraJiae  Xaai, 
of  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized  and  empowered  to  exchange  the  lot  of  ground, 
situate  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  on  which  tbe 
military  hospital  of  the  United  States  siaods, 
with  the  Ursuline  Nuns  of  said  city,  whose  era- 
vent  adjoins  or  is  near  the  same,  for  such  other 
lot  or  lots  of  ground,  in  said  city  of  New  Oileaos, 
or  its  vicinity,  owned  by  the  said  Nuns,  as,  ia  the 
opinion  of  said  Secretary,  shall  be  cooveoieadf 
situated  for  a  military  hospital,  and  of  eqoal 
value  with  said  lot,  on  which  the  said  hocpital 
now  stands,  including  the  value  of  said  hospital. 

Sec.  2.  And  belt fiirther enacted,  That,iBease 
of  such  exchange,  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  is  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  make,  execute,  and  deliver,  in  behalf « 
the  United  States,  to  the  said  Ursuline  Noos,or 
to  such  person  or  persons  as  they  may  desigo^te, 
a  deed,  or  other  instrument  in  writing,  thereio, 
and  thereby  conveying  to  them  all  the  right  aad 
title  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  and  to  the  said  lot 
of  ground  aforesaid ;  reserving,  however,  to  the 
United  States,  the  use  of  said  hospital,  tor  su» 
time  as  he  shall  judge  necessary ;  and  toe  Secr^ 
tary  for  the  Department  of  War  is  hereby  «* 
I  authorized  to  take  and  receive  from  the  said  Ir- 
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inHneNattiv  ^J  from  sveh  person  or  pcarsoos  m 
naf  be  authorised  in  their  bebatf  for  thftc  purpose, 
I  deed  or  deeds,  or  other  iostrument  in  writing, 
:oDveying  to  the  Uniled  States  a  good  and  sum- 
!ieDt  title  to  tbelot  or  lots  of  ground  which  b€ 
DSf  agree  to  tate  in. exchange :  and  which  deed 
)r  deedM,  or  other  instrtrmeot  in  writing,  shall  con- 
sin  the  necessary  eoTeaantsto  sceare  to  the 
Jnited  States  in  ease  of  'any  failpre  of  title 
hereto. 
Approved,  April  33, 1813. 


in  Act  to  suthodxe  the  granting  of  patents  for  land, 
according  to  the  surveys  that  have  be^n  made ;  and 
to  grant  donation  rights  t9  certain  daunants  of 
land  in  the  District  Of  Detroit ;  an4  for  other  par- 

poaes. 

Be\Unacted,^e,y  That  p^teatA  shall  be  granted 
othe  persons  whose  claims  to  land  have  been 
!onfirmed  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  in  conformity 

0  the  surveys  wbich  have  been  made  under  the 
tireclfoQ  of  the  Surveyor  General,  and  the  gener- 
al pist  of  whit;h  has  been  returned  t6  the  Secre- 
ary  of  the  Treasury,  notwithstanding  the  surveys 
hall  not,  in  every  respect,  correspond  with  th< 
locriptiuD  of  the  tracts  as  confirmed  by  the  oom- 
Qtssioaers  for  adjusting  land  ela(n»a  in  the  said 
fistrict:  Pnmded^  That  the  information  of  the 
iommissioaers  an4l  certificate  of  ihe  register  sJWll, 
D  every. oth^r  respect,  be  eonforrnable  to  law. 

Sfic.  2.  And  b^  it  further  eaactedi  That  every 
lersoD,  whose  claim  has  been  confiriiied  by  the 
ommissioners  aforesaid  to  a  tract  of  land  bor* 
leriog  on  the  river  Detroit,  and  whose  tract,  as 
onGrmed,  does  not  extend  in  depth  efghty  arpens, 
freoch  measure,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  donation 

1  anjr  vacant  tract  of  land  adjacent  to  and  back 
( the  land  confirmed  to  him  as  aforesaid,  Pro- 
^ded,  That  such  donation  shall  ndt  exceed  forty 
rpeDs,  Prefich  measure,  in  depth,  not  in  quantity 
flaod  that  contained*  in  the  tract  already  con- 
irmed  to  him,  nor  shall  in  any  case  the  tract  coo- 
irmed  as  aforesaid,  aud  th^t  allowed  as  a  do- 
AtioQ,  together,  exceed  eighty  arpens,  French 
ijeasare,in  depth ;  and  in  iilt  cases  where^  by  reason 
>i  beads  in  the  said  river,  and  of  adjacent  prior 
iaiiQa,each  claimant  cannot  obtain  a  tract  equal 
D  quantity  to  the  tract  already  confirmed  to  him, 
he  vacant  land  applicable  to  the  object  shall  be 
ivided  between  the  claimants^  in  such  manner 
s  shall  appear  to  the  commissioners  for  adjurst- 
R?  the  claitn  most  equitable.  And  every  per- 
pn  claiming  a  donation  in  virtue  of  this  sec- 
>0D,  shall,  on  or  before  the^first  day  of  December 


'ffice  on  receiving  twenty-five  cents  from  the 
^tiy  or  parlies  for  each  claim ;  and  if  such  per- 
on  shall  neglect  to  deliver  such  notice  within 
he  time  limited,  his  right  to  a  donation,  under 
nis  section,  shall  become  void.  And  the  com- 
Dissioners  for  adjusting  claims  to  land  in  the  said 
IJ'trici,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  first  of 
December  ne^t,  proceed  to.etamine  a^d  decide^ 
I8th  Cow.  Isl  Sbss.— 73 


according  to  the  provision  of  this  section,  on  the 
claims  filed  as  aforesaid ;  and  when  it  shall  appear 
to  the  said  commissioners  that  the'  claimant  is 
e.ntitled  to  a  dojnatfon  of  land,  they  shall  give  a 
certificate  staging  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
aiid  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  receive  a  pat- 
ent for  such  a  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  this  sec- 
tion, which  tract  shall  be  surveyed  in  conformity 
with  the  decision  of  the  commissioners,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  par^y,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sur- 
veyor General,  by  such  of  his  assistants  restdinff 
in  the  said'ilistrtct  as  the  said  "Surveyor  General 
shall  appoint  for  that  purpose.  The  expense  of 
survey mg  shall  b^  the  same,  and  the!  plats  of 
surveys  and  transcript  of  the  decisions  of  the  com- 
missioners in  favor  of  claimants  shall  be  made 
and  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
ip  the  same  noanner ;  and  the  certificates  granted 
by  the  commissioners  shall  be  entered  with  the 
register  of  the  land  dffice,  and  certificates  of  the 
register  be  granted  toth^  party  or  parties  on  pay- 
ment of  the  sanre  fees,^.and  patents  granted,  m 
every  resj^ct;  in  the  same  mannner  as  is  directed 
by  the  third  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,"  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  seven. 

S^c.  3.  4nd  b^  U  further  enaeied,  That  the 
heirs  of  Joseph  Harrieoo,  late  of  Detroit,  deceas- 
ed, be  permitted  to  enter,  with  the  register  of  the 
land  office  for  the  district  of  Detroit^  their  claim 
to  any  tract  or  tracts  of  land  in  the  said  district ; 
and  such  entry  shall  have  the  same  effect,  and 
the  commissioners  shall  have,  the '  same .  pow- 
ers^ and  act  thereon  in  the  same  manner,  as  if 
the  entry  had  been  made  before  the  first  day  qf 
January^  opTe  thousand  eight  hundred  aod  nine ;. 
and  in  case  of  a  decision  in  favor  of  their  claim 
or  claims,  a  patent^  or  pateots  shall  be  granted 
(or  the  lands  so  claimed  and  confirmed  to  themi 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  April  f^,  1812, 


An  Act  making  provision  for  certain  persons  clsim- 
ing  lands  under  the  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  tbe 
Refngees  from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia. 

Be  it  enaeiedj  ^c,  That  the  following  persons 
claiming  lands  under  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  revive  apd  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled 
^An  ace  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  ^from.  the 
British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia," 
passed  on  the  sixteeuth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  four,  shall,  respectively, 
be  entitled  to  the  following  quantities  of  land, 
that  is  to  say :  Charlotte  Hazen,  widow  of  Moses 
Hazen ;  ChW  Shannon,  wife  of  James  Noble 
Shannon,  and  relict  of  Obadiah  Aver,  deceased ; ' 
the  heirs  of  Elijah  Ayer,  and  the  heirs  of  Israel 
Ruland,  Tespectively,  nine  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  j  Elijah  Ayer,  jon.,  and  the  heirs  of  An- 
thony Burk,  respectively,  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres :  And  that  the  following  persons, 
claiming  lands  under  the  act,  entitled  ^*An  act 
further  to  provide  for  the  refugeea  from  the  Brit- 
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i$h  proTEiDces  of  Canada  and  No?a  Scotia,  and 
for  other  purposes,''  passsed  on  the  twenty-foarth 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ten,  shall,  respectively,  be  entitled  to  the  fol- 
lowing quantities  of  land,  that  isto^y:  Th« 
heirs  of  James  Boyd,  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres;  tb^  heirs  of  Nathaniel  Reynolds, 
the  heirs  of  Edward  An  till  and  Joshua  Sprague, 
respectively,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres :  Rob- 
ert Sharp,  John  Fulton  and  John  Morrison,  each 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  James  Sprague. 
David  Dickey,,  John  Taylor,  and  the  heirs  or 
Gilbert  Seamans,  deceased,  respectively,  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres ;  which  several  tracts 
of  land  to  be  located  within  the  boundaries  of  th^ 
fracUonai  townships  reserved  and  set  apart  for 
the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  claims  of  the  re- 
fugees from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia;  and  the 
locations  shall  be  made,  and  patents  granted,  in 
the  manner  and  on  the  conditioos  prescribed  by 
former  laws,  except  as  Co  the  time  fop  making 
the  locations;  which  locations  shall  be  made  on 
the  dav  or  davs  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Tree* 
aury  shall  iudgemost  convenient  for  the  claim- 
ants, and  shall  designate  for, the  purpose. 
Approved,  April  23, 1812. 


An  Act  giving  further  tiiii«  to  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands,  northwest  of  Ihe  rhrer  Ohio,  to  complete^ 
their  payments. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  every  person,  who, 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thoxisand  eight 
hundred  and  eight,  had  purchased  any  tract  or 
•tracts  of  land  of  the  United  States,  not  exceeding, 
'  in  the  whole,  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. at  any 
of  the  land  offices  established  for  the  disposal  of 
the  public  lands  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and 
whose  lands  have  not  already, been  actually  sold 
or  reverted  tp  the  United  States  for  nonpay- 
ment -of  part  of  the  putehese  money,  shall  foe 
allowed  the  further'  term  of  three  years,  from 
the  first  da V  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  for  the  payment  df  the  residue 
of  the  principal  and  interest  due  on  account  of 
such  purchase,  to  be  paid  in  four  equal  annual 
payments,  the  first  whereof  to  be  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
'  teen:  and  in  case  of  fail  lue  in  paying  any  of  the 
said  annual  payments,  at  the  time  when  the  same 
shall  become  due,  the  tract  of  land  shall  be  forth- 
with advertised  and  ofiered  for  sale,  in  the  man- 
ner and  on  the  terms  and  conditions  heretofore 
Erescribed  for  the  sale  of  lands  purchased  of  the 
fnited  States  and  not  paid  for  Within  the  limited 
time. 
Approve^,  April  23, 1812. 


Government  therein  meniif^Ded,'^  sbali  be  aad 
continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  three  vears.and 
to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Coagreei  there- 
after, and  no  lon^r. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  encLcted^  That,  for 
paying  the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy/ the  Comptroller.  Au- 
ditor, ana  Register,  of  the  Treasury,  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  Stales,  the  Accountants  of  tke 
War  and  Navy  Departments,  the  Postmaster 
General^  and  the  first  Assistant  Postoiaster  Gen- 
eral, in  addition  to  the  sums  already  appropriated 
by  the  ^  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,"  there  be  appropriated 
the  further  sum  of  seven  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  to  be  paiil 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  April  24, 1812. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  an  act, 
entitled  "  An  aet  continuing  for  a  limited  time  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  Government  therein  men- 
tioned." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  an  act  passed  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  Februarv,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  four,  entitled  "An  act  continuing 
for  a  limited  time  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  i 


An  Act  for  ascertaining  the  titles  and  daims  to  Isn^ 
in  that  part  of  the  Louisiana  Territory  which  lies  east 
of  the  river  Mississippi  snd  isUndof  New  Orieoos. 

Beit  enactedj  ^.,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  that 
tract  of  country  which  lies  south  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory <,  east  of  the  river  Mississippi  aad 
island  of  NewOrlenn^^and  West  of  the  river  Pcr- 
dido,  and  a  line  drawn  with  the  general  coarse 
thereof  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  said  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  the  lands  witliin  the  said  lim- 
its shall  he  laid  off  into  two-land  districts,  betweea 
which  Pearl  river  shall  be  the  boundary;  and  for 
each  of  which  districts  a  commissioner  for  land 
claims  shall  he  appointed  bv  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate.  The  said  commissioners  shall,  respect- 
ively, have  power  to  appoint  a  clerk,  who  shall 
be  a  person  capable  of  translating  the  French  aad 
Spanish  languages,  and  who  shall,  in  addition  to 
the  other  duties  required  of  him  hj  thu  act,  per- 
form the  duties  of  a  translator,  when  required  by 
the  commissioner.  And  the  said  connnissioaen 
and  clerk  shall,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of 
their  appointments,  respectively,  take  an  oath  or 
affirmation,  truly  and  &ithfully  to  execute  the 
duties  imposed  on  them  bv  this  act. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for 
the  more  convenient  ascertainment  of  the  titles 
and  claims  to  lands  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  esch  -of  the  said  commissioners,  respect- 
ively, and  their  clerks,  to  attend  in  each  of  the 
several  parishes  in  his  district,  at  such  time  and 
place  therein  as  he  shall  appoint,  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  notices  and  evidences  of  titles  and 
claims  to  lands  within  (he  same;  and  when  the 
commissioners  shall  have  appointed  the  time  and 
place  for  his  attendance  in  any  parish,  he  shall 
cause  public  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  same,  for  at  least  twenty  days 
previous  to  the  time  of  bis  commencing  the  busi- 
ness of  his  appointment  therein. 

Sbc,  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  each 
comoutsioner,  after  Mshail  have  attended  for  a 
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•easonable  Rtkd  sufficient  length  of  time  in  eaeh 
parish  of  his  district,  for  the  eiaimanli  of  Itnds 
ffithin  the  Mmeto  have  delivered  the  notiees  and 
mdeoces  of  their  4ilaiimft,  shall  establish  his  office 
It  sach  place  in  his  district  as  he  shaH  judge  most 
:oD7eDieiit,  and  of  which  he  shall, give  public 
lotice.  And  erery  person  claiming  lands  within 
lis  district,  who  shall  have  neglected,  or  by  any 
iircumstance  have  been  preTented,  from  deliver- 
ng  a  notice  and  evidence  of  bis  claims^  during 
;be  time  the  commissioner  attended  in  the  parish 
0  which  the  landa  he  may  claim  are  situate,  shall 
)e  at  liberty,  at  any  time  before  the  tad  of  six 
nonths  from  and  after  such  office  shall  have  been 
»tablifhed,  to  deliver  a  notice  and  the  evidence 
)f  bis  claims;  and  it  shall  bare  the  same  effect 
IS  if  delirereii  in  the  parisb  wherein  the  lands 
claimed  are  situated. 

Sec.  4.  And  beitjuriher  enacted,  That  every 
)erson  claiming  landein  the  tract  of  country  afore^ 
said,  by  virtue  of  any  grant,  order  of  survev,  or 
nher  evidence  of  claim  whatsoever,  derived  from 
he  French,  British,  or  Spanish  Governments, 
iball  deliver  to  the  commissioner  for  land  claims, 
vheo  attending  for  the  purpose,  in  the  parish  in 
vhich  the  lands  claimed  may  lie.  a  notice  in  writ- 
Dg,  stating  the  nature  and  extent  of  bis  claims, 
ogether  with  a  plat  (in  ease  a  survey  shall  have 
)eeo  made)  of  lhe  tract  or  tracts  claimed;  and 
ihall  deliver  to  the  commissioner,' whenr  attend- 
Dg  as  aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  of  being  recorded, 
?my  grantj  order  of  survey,  deed,  conveyance, 
)r  other  written  evidence  of  his  claim  ;  and  the 
ame  shall  be  recorded  by  tbe  clerk  in  boolcH  to- 
)e  kept  for  that  purpose,  on  his  receiving  from 
!he  party  or  parties  at  tne  rate  of  twelve  and  a 
)alf  cents  for  every  bundred  words  contained  in 
tuch  written  evidence  of  their  claims  Previded, 
bwever,  That  where  lands  are  claimed  by  virtue 
)f  a  complete  French,  British,  or  Spanish  grant, 
it  shall  not  be  necessary  for  the  claimant  to  have 
my  other  evidence  of  bis  claim  entered  at  large 
)n  the  record,  except  the  original  grant  or  pat- 
ent, together  with  the  order  Qf  surrey,  and  the 
;>lat;  all  the  other  conveyances  or  deeds  may  be 
ibbreviated  in  tbe  entry,  but  the  chain  of  title 
and  ifae  date  of  everv  transfer  shall  apjiearon  the 
record.  And  if  such  person  shall  neglect  to  de- 
iver  such  notice  ia  writing  of  his  claims  together 
vith  the  plat  (in  case  tbe  lands  claimed  shall 
i^ave  beeen  surveyed)  as  aforesaid,  or  cause  to  be 
recorded  such  written  evidence  of  the  same  within 
•he  lime  and  times  as  aforesaid,  bis  claim  shall 
aever  after  be  recognised  or  confirmed  by  the 
(Inited  States;  nor  shall  any  grant,  order  of  sur- 
rey, deed,  ct^nveyance,  or  other  written  eyidenee, 
irhich  shall  not  be  recorded  as  above  directed, 
iver  after  be  considered  or  admitted  as  evidence 
in  any  court  of  the  United  States,  against  any 
r^nt  which  may  hereafter  be  derived  from  tbe 
United  States. 

Sec,  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
aid  commissioners  shall  haye  power,  in  their  re- 
ipective  districts,  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and 
ralidity  of  the  claims  filed  with  them  as  aibre- 
nid.    It  ftbail  be  their  doty*  to  aaeeffUia,in  every 


case,  whether  the  lands  claimed  hare  been  inhab- 
ited and  culli rated ;  at  what  time  such  io habita- 
tion and  cultivation  commenced ;  when  surveyed, 
,  and  by  whom,  and  what  authority ;  and  into  every 
other  matter  respecting  the.  claims,  which  may 
aflfoct  the  justice  and  validity  thereof;  and,  for 
that  purpose,  shall  have  pow^r  to  administer  oaths, 
and  to  compel  the  attendance  of  and  examine  wit* 
nesses,  and  such  other  testimony  as  may  be  ad- 
duced ;  to  bare  access  to  all  records,  of  a  pubtfc 
nature,  relative  to  the  granting;  sale,  transfer,  or 
titles,  of  lands  within  th^r  respective  dtstricta^ 
end  to  take  transcripts  from  such  record  or  rec- 
ords, or  any  part  thereof;  and  the  eridence  thfm 
adduced  and  obtained,  shall,  by  the  clerk,  be  en*- 
tered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  itfurAer  enacted,  That  tbtf 
powers  rested  by  law  in  the  surreyorx>f  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tea* 
nessee,  shall  extend  orerjill  the  public  lands  in 
the  said  tract  of  country. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  jurther  enacted,  That  tbe 
said  commissioners  ^hall,  respectively,  under  such 
instructions  as  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  maf, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  transmit  to  them  in  relation  thereto, 
prepare,  and  cause  to  be  ptepared,  abstracts  from 
the  records  of  the  claims  filed  as  aforesaid,  ie 
which  the  claims  shall  be  arranged  into  classea, 
according  to  their  respectire  merits,  and  other 
circumstances  by  whicn  they  may  be  direriified. 
The  abstracts  shall  contain  tbe  substance  of  the 
eridencVi  adduced  in  support  of  or  obtained  re- 
specting tbe  claims,  and  &hall  contain  sach  other 
information  and  remarks  as  nla^  be  necessary  to 
a  proper  decision  thereon ;  which  abstracts,  the 
isommissioners  shall,  respectirely,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  report  to  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  and 
shall  by  him  be  laid  beibre  Coog^ress,  at  the  next 
session  thereafter,  for  their  determination. 

See.  8.  And  b&  it  further  enacted^  That  tbe 
said  commissioners  be  and  they  are  hereby  ao- 
thoHsed  lind  required  to  collect  and  report  to 
Congress,  at  tbeir  next  session,  a  list  of  all  the 
actual  settlers  on  land  in  said  districts,  respect 
ively,  who  have  no  claims  to  land  derived  either 
from  the  French,  British,  or  Spanish  Qorern- 
ments,  and  the  time  at  wnieh  such  settlementa 
were  made. 

S«o.  9.  ATid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ^eh 
of  th^  said  commissioners  shalK  be  allowed  as 
compensation  for  bis  services  in  relation  to  the 
said  claims,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
a  year ;  and  each  of  the  clerks,  at  the  rate  of  one 
thousand  dollars  a  year:  Provided^  That  not 
more  than  eighteen  mohths' compensation  be  thus 
allowed  to  the  Commissioner  and  clerk  for  the 
district  east  of  Pearl  river;  nor  more  than  two 
years'  compensation  be  allowed  to  the  Commis- 
sioner and. clerk  for  the  district  west  of  Pearl 
river;  and  the  Commissioner  for  the  Eastern 
district,  on  making  his  report  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  as  aforo^aid,  shall  be  entitled  to  re-t 
ceive,in  addition,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
and  his  clerk  five  hundred  dollars;  and  the  Com- 
missioner for  tbe  Wettero  district,  on  making  hie 
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report,  aforesaid,  shaH  recerre  one  thousand  dol* 
lars,  and  his  clerk  seven  hundred  and  fifty  do^ 
lars;  and  the  said  allowances  shall  be  in  fbll  for 
the  serrtces  under  this  act. 
Approved.  April  25, 1812. 


An  Act  for  the  establlBhmentof  a  General  Land  Office 
in  die  Department  of  the  Treasury. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  there  shall  be  estab- 
lished in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury  an  of- 
fice, to  be  denominated  the  General  Land  Ofiice; 
the  chief  officer  of  which  shall  be  called  the  Com- 
SBtasioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  whose  doty 
it  shall  be,  under  the  direction  of  the  head  of  the 
department,  to  superintend,  execute,  and  perform, 
all  such  acts  ana  things,  touching  or  respecting 
the  public  lande  of  the  United  States,  and  other 
lands  patented  or  granted  by  the  United  States, 
pi  have  heretofore  been  directfd  bv  law  to  be 
done  or  performed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  of  the  Secretary  and  Register  of  the 
^Treasury,  and  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  which 
^11  hereafter  by  law  be  asaigoed  to  the  said 
office* 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  there 
alMli  be  in  the  said  office,  an  inferior  officer,  to  be 
appointed  \iy  the  said  principal  officer,  to  be  em* 
ployed  therein  as  he  shall  deem  proper,  and  to  be 
called  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Oeneml  Land  Office, 
who,  in  all  cases,  when  the  said  principal  office 
ahall  become  vacant,  during  such  vacancy,  shall 
bave  the  charge  and  custody  of  the  neal,  and  of 
ail  records,  books,  and  papers,  belonging  to  the 
aaid  office. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  fwrHur  en/acted^  That  the 
principal  officer,  and  every  other  person  lo  be  ap- 

Klnted  and  employed  in  the  said  office,  shall. 
Tore  he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his  offiee  or.ap- 
S ointment,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  truly  and 
ithfuUy  to  execute  the  trust  committed  to  him. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  ftariher,  enacted,  That  the 
aaid  Commissioner  sball  cause  a  seal  of  office  to 
be  made  and  provided  for  the  said  office,  with 
floch  device  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  approve;  and  copies  of  any  records,  books, 
or  papers,  belonging  to  the  said  office,  under  the 
aignature  of  the  said  Commissiooery  or,  when  the 
office  shall  be  vacant,  under  the  signature  of  tke 
oliief  clerk;  and  the  said  seal  shall  be  competent 
evidence  in  all  cases  in  which  the  original  records, 
ii6oks,  or  papers,  could  be  evidence. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
aaid  Commissioner  shall,  forthwith,  after  his  ap- 
pointment, be  entitled  to  the  custody,  ^nd  shall 
take  charge  of  the  said  seal,  and  also  of  all  rec- 
ords, books,  and  papers,  remaining  in  the  offices 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  Secretary  and 
Rcsister  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  touching  or  concerning  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  said  records,  books, 
and  papers,  shall  become  and  be  deemed  the  rec- 
ords, books,  and  papers,  of  the  said  office. 

Sao.  6.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted^  That  the 
■aid  Commissioner  shall,  when  required  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  orerther  House  of 


Congress,  make  a  piat  of  any  iaad  sanreyed  aader 
the  authcKity  of  the  United  States,  and  give  sack 
information  respecting  the  pablie  lands,  and  con- 
cerning the  business  of  bis  offiee,  as  shall  be  di* 
reeled. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  JurUter  enaOed,  That,  in  all 
eases  In  which  land  has  beretoibre  or  sball  here- 
after be  given  by  the  United  Suies  for  militaiy 
services,  warrants  shall  be  granted  to  the  parties 
entitled  to  such  land  bv  the  Seeratary  of  War-, 
and  such  warrants  shall  be  recorded  ia  the  said 
Land  Office,  in  books  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose, 
and  shall  be  located  as  is,  or  may  be  provided  bf 
law;  and  patepts  shall  afiarwaxds  be  issued  ae* 
cordingly. 

Sec.  a  And  be  it  fkrtker  enacted,  That  sU 
paten t» issuing  from  the  said  office,  shall  be  issaeii 
in  the  name  <^  the  United  States,  and  uader  ike 
seal  of  the  said  offiee,  aad  be  signed  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  countersigned  bf 
the  Commissioner  of  the  said  offiee ;  and  sball  be 
recorded  in  the  aaid  offiee,  in  books  to  be  kept  for 
the  purpose. 

Sec.  9.  Afid  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  aU 
returns  relative  to  the  public  lands,  heretofoiv 
directed  to  be  made  to  the  Seeretarv  of  the  Ttct- 
sury,  shall  hereafter  be  made  to  the  said  Con- 
missioner,  who  shall  have  power  to  audit  aad 
settle  ail  public  accounts  relativ^e  to  the  public 
lands :  Pranded,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  Commissioner,  upon  the  aettleoieot  of  any 
such  account,  to  certify  the  balance,  and  trans- 
mit the  account,  with  the  vouchers  and  certii- 
ckte  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  for  hit 
examination  and  decisioa  thereon. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  as 
person  appointed  to  an  office  instituted  by  this 
act,  or  employed  in  any  such  office,  shall  directly 
or  indirectly  be  concerned  in  the  purchase  of  aaf 
right,  title,  or  interest,  ia  any  pualie  land,  either 
in  his  own  right,  or  in  trust  for  any  other  per- 
aoB,  or  in  the  name  or  right  of  any  other  peisoa 
in  trust  for  himself,  nor  sball  take  or  receive  soy 
fee  or  emohiment  for  i»egotiatjqg  or  transaction 
the  business  of  the  office.  And  any  pecsoa  of- 
fending in  the  premises  aninst  the  prohibitioQs 
of  this  aet,  shall  fbrfeit  and  pay  one  hoadred  dol- 
lars; and,  upon  conviction,  shall  be  removed 
from  office. 

Beo.  11.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
Commissioner  of  the  said  Land  Office  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  eoosent  of  the  Sea- 
ate  ;  and' shall  receive  an  annual  salary,  equal  to 
the  salary  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  pay- 
able quarterly ;  and  tbesum  of  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  is  hereby  appropriated 
for  the  said  compensation,  during  the  year  ooe 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  to  be  paid  oot 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated  ;  and  the  said  Commissioner  shali 
have  the  same  privilege  with  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  of  sending  and  reeeivmg  lencis 
and  packages,  and  also  final  certificates  and  pat- 
ents for  land,  free  of  postage. 

Sbo.  18.  And  be  itjurlksremcted,  That  tke 
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OommimioQer  of  the  Ltiid  Ofice  shall  be  aathor- 
ized  to  employ  a  sofieieac  nomber  of  olerkv : 
Provided,  That  their  anDoal  compensation  shall 
not  exceed,  in  the  whole, seven  thousand  dollars; 
and  the  said  compensation  shall  be  paid  in  the 
following  manner,  doriog  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  eifffat  hundred  and  twelve,  that  is 
to  say;  three  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys  appropriated  for 
the  compensation  ef  clerks,  durinir' said  year,  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  one 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  the  compensation 
of  clerks,  during  said  year,  in  the  oraee  of  the 
Secretary  of  State ;  and  three  hundred  dollars 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys  a  Impropriated  for 
the  compensation  of  clerks,  during  said  year,  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Approred,  April  25, 1812. 


An  Act  to  renre  and  continue  w  force  '*An  act  to 
provide  Ibr  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revpiutionaxy  war,  and  ibr 
other  purpoMS." 

Be  it  enacUd,  ^  That  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  .for  persons  who  wece  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,"  pesed  on  the  tenth  of  April,  one  tbotisand 
eight  naodred  and  six,  shall  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  revived  and  continued  in  force  for  and 
during  the  space  of  six  years  from  the  passage  of 
this  act,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  2.  And' be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
agents  for  the  payment  of  invalid  pensioners  of 
the  United  States  shall,  in  future,  be  required  to 
give  bond,  with  two  or  more  snireties,  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War,  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  con- 
fided to  them,  respectively. 

Approved,  April  25,  1812. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  departure  of  ships  and  vessels 
from  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  in 
certain  cases. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc.  That  any  ship  or  vessel 
which  heretofore  has  been,  or  which  hereafter 
may  be,  chartered  and  laden  on  account  of  the 
Groveromeot  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  depart  from  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
Qaited  States^  and  the  Territories  thereof,  anv- 
ibiog  in  any  former  law  to  the  contrary  notwilh- 
ttanding. 

Approved,  April  27, 1812. 


In  Act  autborixing  ihe  appointment  of  an  additional 
Judge  of  the  District  Court,  for  the  District  of  New 
York. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  district  court,  in 
;he  New  York  district,  shall  consist  of  two  judges, 
o  wit :  of  the  present  judge  of  said  district,  so 
ong  as  he  shall  continue  in  office,  and  such  other 
listrict  judge  or  judges,  aa  laayj  from  tiine  to 


ttBie,  be  appointed,  who  shall  reside  in  said  die* 
trict,  and  severally  exercise  like  powers,  as  may 
be  exercised  by  the  present  judge  of  said  districty 
and  receive  the  same  compensation  whereto  he 
he  is  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
senior  judge  of  the  dietrict,  when  present,  shall 
preside  in  the  said  district  court,  and  whenever 
the  judges  shall  differ  in  opinion  in  any  caiue,  the 
order  of  judgment  of  court,  in  every  $uch  case^ 
shall  be  made  anii  rendered  in  conformity  with 
the  opinion  of  the  presiding  judge.  And  said 
court  may  be  held,  and  the  business  thereof  pro- 
ceeded wuh,  by  one  jud^  in  the  absence  of  the 
other.  And  the  senior  jud|[e  of  the  district,  for 
the  time  beinff,  is  hereby  designated,  and  is  to  be 
deemed  the  district  judge,  who,  together  with 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  is  to 
com]>ose  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
in  said  district;  but  in  the  absence  of  said  senior 
judge  from  the  said  court,  his  place  may  be  sup- 
plied by  the  other  judge  of  the  district. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  held  aanualiy  four  additional  sessions  of 
the  district  eouK  for  the  district  of  New  Yorkj 
to  wit:  at  Utica,  on  the  first  Tuesdays  of  Anril 
and  October;  at  Geneva  on  the  third  Tuesaay 
I  of  September;  and  at  Salem,  on  the  third  Tuesday 
of  October.  A  clerk  shall  be  appointed  by  tha 
district  judges  of  said  district,  who  shall  reside 
at  Utica«  and  attend  said  court  at  the  pla^ea 
aforesaid,  and  do  all  the  duties  of  said  office  of 
clerk,  which  may  accrue  at  or  from  the  sessions 
of  the  court  at  the  said  places^  both  in  and  out  af 
court,  and  be  allowed  the  same  fees  and  compete 
sation  as  is  allowed  by  law  to  clerks  of  the  dis* 
trict  courts.  The  said  judges  may  allot  them- 
selves as  they  shall  thin  a  fit,  foe  the  purpose  of 
their  holding,  separately^  the  several  stated  aad 
apecial  0ourts  to  be  held,  by  virtue  of  this  or  any 
other  act,  for  the  district  .of  New  York. 

Approved  April  29, 1812. 


An  Act  making  fhrther  provision  for  the  Corps  6f 

Sngineen. 

Be  it  enacted^  (fc,  That  there  be  added  to  the 
corps  of  engineers,  two  captains,  two  lieutenants, 
two  second  lieutenants,  with  the  usual  pay  and, 
emoluments,  according  to  their  grades  respec- 
tively, and  one  paymaster,  to  be  taken  from  the 
subalterns  of  engineers,  with  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  a  regimental  paymaster;  and  that  there 
be  attached  to  the  said  corps,  either  from  the 
troops  now  in  service,  or  hy  new  enlistments,  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  may  direct, 
four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  one  teacher  of 
music,  four  musicians,  nineteen  artificers,  and 
sixtf-two  men,  which  non-commissioned  officers 
musicians,  artificers,  and  men,  together  with  the 
artificers  and  men  already  belonging  to  the 
corps  of  engineers,  shall  be  formed  into  a  com- 
pany, to  be  styled  a  company  of  bombardiers, 
sappers,  and  miners,  and  be  officered  from  the 
corps  of  engineers,  according  as  the  commanding 
officer  of  that  corps  may,  with  the  approbation  ttf 
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the  President  bf  the  Uoiled  States,  direct ;  and 
the  said  noD-coainiissioned  officers,  musicians, 
artificers,  and  men,  shall  be  allowed  the  same 
pay  and  emoluments  as  are  allowed  to  the  non« 
commissioned  officers^  musicians,  artificers,  and 
men,  in  the  regiment  of  artillerists. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  UJurtker  enacted.  That  the 
military  academy  shall  consist  of  the  corps  of 
engineers,  and  the  fotlowine  professors,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  teachers  of  the  French  language  and 
drawing  already  provided,  viz :  one  professor  of 
natural  and  experimental  philosophy,  with  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  lieutenant  colonel,  if  not 
an  officer  of  the  corps,  and,  if  taicen  from  the  corps, 
then  so  much  in  addition  to  his  pay  and  emolu- 
ments as  shall  equal  those  of  a  lieutenant  colonel ; 
one  professor  of  mathematics,  with  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  a  major,  if  not  an  officer  of  the 
corps,  and  if  taken  from  the  corps,  then  so  much 
in  addition  to  his  pay  and  emoluments,  as  shall 
equal  those  of  a  maior;  one  professor  of  the  art 
of  engineering  in  all  its  branches,  with  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  a  major,  if  not  an  officer  of 
the  corps,  and,  if  taken  from  the  corps,  then  so 
much  in  addition  to  his  pay  and  emoluments  as 
shall  equal  those  a  major;  each  of  the  foregoing 
professors  to  hare  an  assistant  profeMor,  which 
assistant  profossor  shall  be  taken  from  the  most 
prominent  characters  of  the  officers  or  cadets,  and 
receive  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  captains,  and 
no  other  pay  or  emoluments  while  performing 
these  duties:  Provided^  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  entitle  the  academical  staff,  as 
such,  to  any  command  in  the  army  separate 
from  the  academy. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itJUrther  enacted,  That  the 
cadets  heretofore  appointed  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  whetherof  artillery,  cavalry,  rifle- 
men, or  infantry,  or  that  may  in  future  be  ap- 
pointed as  hereinafter  provided,  shall  at  no  time 
exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty:  that  they  may  be 
attached  at  the  discretion  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  students  to  the  military  acada- 
my,  and  be  subject  to  the  established  regulations 
thereof;  that  they  $hali  b«  arranged  into  com- 
panies of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  commandant 
of  engineers,  and  be  officered  from  the  said  corps, 
for  the  purposes  of  military  instruction;  that 
there  shall  be  added  to  each  company  of  cadets 
four  musicians;  and  the  said  corps  shall  he 
trained  and  laugbt  all  the  duties  of  a  private, 
non-commissioned  officer,  and  officer;  be  en- 
camned  at  least  three-  months  of  each  year,  and 
taught  all.the  duties  incident  to  a  regular  camp; 
that  the  candidates  for  cadets  be  not  under  the 
age  of  fourteen,  nor  above  the  age  of  twenty-une 
years ;  that  each  cadet,  previously  to  his  appoint- 
ment by  the  President  ohhe  United  States,  shall 
be  well  versed  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 
and  that  he  shall  sign  articles,  with  the  consent 
of  his  parent  or  guardian,  by  which  be  shall  en- 
gage to  serve  &9e  years,  unless  sooner  discharged ; 
and  all  such  cadets  shall  be  entitled  to  and  re- 
ceive the  pay  and  emoluments  now  allowed  by 
Jaw  to  cadets  in  the  corps  of  engineers. 


Sbc.  4.  And  be  UJur^ker  tBocUd^  That  vhca 
any  cadet  ^hall  receive  a  regular  degree  from  u 
academical  staff,  after  going  through  all  the  clas- 
ses, he  shall  be  considered  as  among  the  candi- 
dates for  a  commission  in  any  corps,  aceordiog 
to  the  duties  he  may  be  judged  conpeteot  to  per- 
form ;  and  in  case  there  shall  not  at  the  time  be 
a  vacancy  in  such  corps,  he  may  be  attached  lo 
it  at  the  discretion  of  the  President  of  the  Uotted 
States,  by  brevet  of  the  lowest  ^rade^  asa  super- 
numerary  officer,  with  the  usual  pay  and  cmola* 
naents  of  such  grade,  until  a  vacancy  sball  bappea: 
Provided,  That  there  shall  not  be  more  tbsaoae 
supplementary  officer  to  any  one  company  at  tke 
same  time. 

Sb6.  5.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  tiie 
sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  donaxs  be,  and  tbf 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, for  erectiag  buildings, and  for  providiogu 
apparatus,  a  library,  and  all  necessary  implemeau, 
and  for  such  contingent  expenses  as  may  be  W' 
cessary  and  proper,  in  the  judgmeot  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  for  such  an  iostitotioo. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enctded,  That  m 
much  of  the  twenty-sixth  seetion  of  tke  act  en- 
titled ''An  act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Estab- 
lishment,'^ passed  the  sixteenth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  as  confines  tke 
selection  of  the  commander  of  the  corps  of  eagi* 
neers  tb  the  said-corps,  be,  and  the  aame  is  faerebf, 
repealed. 

Approved  April  29, 1812. 


An  Act  granting  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Loo- 
isiana  for  the  time  being,  and  his  successors  in  offiee^ 
a  lot  of  ground*  and  the  buildings  thereoo,  in  tbe 
city  of  New  Orieans. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  all  the  right  and  claim 
of  the  United  States  to  the  use,  possession,  aad 
occupancy,  of  a  space  of  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  by  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet  of  a  iot  of 
ground,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  bounded  bf 
Chartres  and  Levee  streets,  and  by  Thouloose 
street  and  the  lot  of  the  widow  Castillon,to^(lier 
with  the  house  on  the  above  described  lot,  koowa 
by  the  name  of  the  Government  House,  and  the 
buildinj^s  thereon,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
vested  in,  and  conveyed  to  the  Gorernor  of  (be 
State  of  Louisiana  for  the  time  being,  and  bis 
successors  in  the  same  office,  for  the  sole  use  and 
benefit  of  the  said  State  of  Louisiana  forever; 
Provided,  Junoever,  That  this  act  ahall  not  affect 
the  claims  of  any  individual  or  individoab,  if 
any  .such  there  be. 

Approved  April  29, 1812. 


An  Act  further  to  amend  the  Charter  of  die  City  of 

Washington. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
Mondty  of  June  next^  the  corporation  of  the  Cicf 
of  Washington  shall  be  composed  of  a  mayor,  a 
board  of  aldermen,  and  a  board  of  common  cooa- 
cil,  to  be  elected  by  ballot,  as  hereinafter  directed. 
The  board  of  aUermen  shall  conaiat  of  eight 
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nerobers,  to  be  elected  for  two.ycftrs,  tiro  Co  ht 

esideots  of  aod  cboseo  from  eacb  ward  by.  the 
lualified  TOters  resideot  tbereto  ;  and  the  board 
if  coiDiQon  couDcil  shall  consist  of  twteWe  mem- 
)ers,  to  be  elected  for  one  year,  three  to  be  resi- 
leDts  of  and  chosen  from  each  ward  in  manner 
[foresaid :  and  each  board  shall  meet  at  the  coon- 
il  chamber  on  the  second  Monday  in  June  next, 
for  the  despatch  of  basinesti,)  ai  ten  o'clock  in  the 
norniog^and  on  the  same  day  and  at  the  same 
(our  annually  thereafter,  -  A  majority  of  each 
loard  shall  be  necessary  to  form  a  quorum  to  do 
lusioess,  but  a  less  number  may  adjourn  from  day 
0  day.  The  board  of  aldermen^  immediately 
iter  they  shall  have  assembled  in  cooaequence  of 
he  first  election,  shall  divide  themselves  by  lot 
Q(o  two  claisses;  the  seats^of  the  first  class  shall 
«  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  one  year,  and  the 
eais  of  the  second  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the 
ipiration  of  two  years,  so  that  one-half  may  be. 
bosen  every  year.  Each  board  shall  appoint  its 
iwa  president  from  among  Us  own  members^  who 
ball  preside  during  the  sessions  of  the  board;  and 
halt  nave  a  casting  vole  on  ail  questions  where 
bereisan  equal  division  :  Provided^  Such  eqoaj- 
if  shall  not  have  been  occasioned  by  his  previous 
ote. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no 
lerson  shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  board  of 
idermen,  or  board  of  common  conacil,  unless  he 
hall  be  more  than  twejity-five  years  of  age,  a 
ree  white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
ball  have  been  a  resfdent  of  the  City  of  -Wash- 
agtoQ  one  whole  year  next  preceding  the  day  of 
lectioD,  and  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  be 
Tesident  of  the  ward  for  which  he  shall  be  elect- 

d,  and  possessed  of  a  freehold  estate  in  the  said 
^ity  of  Washington,  and  shall  have  been  assessed 
wo  months  precediog  the  day  of  election.  And 
very  free  white  male  citizen  of  lawful  age,  who 
hall  have  resided  in  the  City  of  Washington  for 
he  space  of  one  year  next  preceding  the  day  of 
lection,  and  shall  be  a  resident  of  the  ward  in 
vhich  he  shall  offer  to  vote,  and  who  shall  have 
feen  assessed  Qn  the  books  of  the  nbrporation  not 
ess  than  two  months  prior  to  the  day  of  election, 
hall  be  qualified  to  vote  for  members  to  serve  in 
hesaid  board  of  aldermen  and  board  of  common 
ouacil,  and  no ^other  person  whatever  shall  ex- 
rcise  the  right  of  suffrage  at  such  election. 

S£c.  3.  Md  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
•resent  mayor  of  the  City  of  Washington  shall 

e,  and  continue  such  until  the  second  Monday 
Q  June  next,  on  which  day,  and  on  the  second 
londay  in  June  annually  thereafter,  the  mayor 
f  the  said  city  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  of  the 
oard  of  aldermen  and  board  of  common  council 
a  joint  meeting,  and  a  majority  of  the  votes  of 
il  the  members  of  both  boards  shall  be  necessary 
0  a  choice  \  and  if  there  should  be  an  equality  of 
oies  between  two  persons^  after  the  third  ballot, 
he  two  boards  shall  deterihine  the  choice  by  lot. 
le  shall,  before  he  enters  Upon  the  duties  of  his 
ffice,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  in  the  presence 
f  both  boards,  ".lawfully  to  execute  the  duties  of 
is  office  to  the  best,  of  his  skill  and  judgment, 


without  favor  or  partiality.**  He  shall,  ex  officio^ 
have  and  exercise  all  the  powers^  authority,  and 
jurisdiction  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Washington,  within  the  said  county.  He 
shall  nominate,  and,  with  the  consent  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  members  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  ap- 
point to  all  offices  onder  the  corporation,  (except 
the  commissioners  of  election^  and  any  such  of- 
ficer shall  be  removed  from  office  on  the  concur- 
rent remonstrance  of  a  majority  of  the  two  boards. 
He  shall  see  that  the  laws  of  the  corporation  be 
duly  executed,  and.  shall  report  the  negligence  or 
misconduct  of  any  officer  to  the  two  boards.  He 
shall  appoint  proper  persons  to  fill  up  all  vacan- 
cies during  the  recess  of  the  board  of  aldermen, 
10  hold  such  appointment  until  the  end  of  the 
then  ensuing  session.  He  shall  have  power  to 
convene  the  two  boards,  when  in  his  opmion  the 
good  of  the  community  may  require  it  i  and  he 
shall  lay  before  them  from  time  to  time,  in  writ- 
ing, such  alterations  in  the  laws  of  the  corpora- 
tion, as  he  shall  deem  necessary  or  proper,  and 
shall  receive  for  his  services  annually,  a  just  and 
reasonable  compensation,  to  be  allowed  and  fixed 
by  the  two  boards,  which  shall  neither  be  increas- 
ed nor  diminished  during  the  period  for  which  he 
shall  have  been  elected.  Any  person  shall  be  eli- 
gible to  the  office  of  mayor,  who  is  a  free  white 
male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have 
attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  who  shaU 
be  tht  bona  fide  owner  of  a  freehold  estate  in  the 
said  city,  and  shall  have  been  resident  in  the  said 
city  two  years  immediately  preceding  his  elec- 
tion ;  and  no  other  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the 
said  office.  In  cade  of  the  refusal  of  any  person 
to  accept  the  office  of  mayor  upon  his  election 
tliereto,  or  of  his  death,  resignation,  inability,  or 
removal  from  the  city,  the  said  two  boards  shall 
elect  another  in  his  place  lo  serve  the  remainder 
of  the  year. 

>  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
^TsK  election  for  members  of  the  board  of  alder- 
men, and  board  of  common  council,  shall  be  held 
on  the  first  Monday  in.  June  next,  and  on  the  first 
Monday  in  June  annually  thereafter:  the  first 
election  to  be  held  by  three  commissioners,  to  be 
appointed  in  each  ward  by  the  mayor  of  the  city, 
and  at  such  place  in  each  ward  as  he  may  direct: 
and  all  subseauent  elections  shall  be  held  by  a 
like  number  of  commissioners,  ta  be  appointed  in 
each  ward  by  tlie  two  boards  in  joint  meeting, 
which  several  appointments,  except  the  first.- 
shall  be  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  day  of 
each  election.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
mayor,  for  the  first  election,  and  o£  the  commis- 
sioners for  all  subsequent  elections,  to  give  at 
least  five  days^  previous  public  notice  of  theplac^ 
in  each  ward  where  such  elections  are  to  be  held. 
The  said  commissioners  shall,  before  they  receive 
any  ballot,  severally  take  the  following  oath  or 
affirmation,  ta  be  administered  by  the  mayor  of 
the  city  or  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
of  .Washington :  ^^  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear,  or 
affirm,  fas  the  case  may  be,)  that  I  will  truly  and 
faithfully  receive  and  return  the  votes  of  such 
persons  as  are  by  law  entitled  to  yote  for  mem- 
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bera  of  tbe  board  of  aidermen  aqtd  board  of  com- 
mon couocil  in  ward,  No.  — '-*.  according  to  the 
best  of  my  judgment  and^understanding;  and 
that  I  will  not,  knowingly,  receive  or  return  the 
vote  of  any  person  who  i»  not  legally  entitled  to 
tbe  same :  so  help  me  God."    The  polls  shall  be 
opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  raoirninff,  and  be 
«[osed  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  same 
day.    Immediately  on  closing  the  polls,  the  com- 
missioners of  each  ward,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  count  the  ballots,  and  make  out,  under  their 
'haods  and  seals,  a  correct  return  of  the  two  per- 
^sons  for  the  first  election,  and  of  the  one  person 
•for  all  subsequent  electiooS)  having  tbe  great- 
est number  of  legal  votes,  together  with  the 
number  of  votes  given  to  each,  as  members  of 
the  board  of  aldermen ;  and  of  the  three  per*, 
sons  having  the  greatest  nomber  of  legal  votes, 
together  with  the  dumber  of  votes  given  to  each, 
at  members  of  the  board  of  common  council ; 
9ttd  the  two  persons  at  the  first  election,  and  the 
.one  person  at  all  subsequent  elections,  having  the 
greatest  number  of  legal  votes  for  the  board  of 
aldermen;   and  the  three  persons  haviilg    the 
greatest  number  of  legal  votes  for  the  board  of 
common  council  shall  be  duly  elected  \  and  in  all 
xases  of  an  equality  of  votes  the  commissioners 
shall  decide  by  lot.    The  said  returns  sbali  be 
delivered  to  the  mayor  of  the  city,  on  the  succ^ed- 
iog  day,  who  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  publfshr 
ed  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the.  City  of 
Washington.   A  duplicate  return,  together  with  a 
list  of  the  persons  who  voted  at  such  election, 
shall  also  be  made  by  the  said  commissioners  to 
the  register  of  the  city,  on  the  day  succeeding  the 
eiectioD.  who  shall  preserve  and  record  the'sanae ; 
and  shall,  within  two  days  thereafter,  notify  the 
several  persons,  so  returned,  of  their  election. 
And  each  board  shall  judj^e  the  legality  of  the 
electioQs,  returns,  and  qualifications,  of  its  own 
members;  and  shall  supply  Tae^ncies  in  its  own 
body,  by  causing  elections  to  be  made  to  fill  the 
same  in  the  ward  and  for  the  board  in  which 
such  vacancies  shall  happen,  giving  at  least  five 
days'  notice  previous  thereto ;  and  each  board 
shall  have  full  power  to  pass  all  rules  necessary 
and  requisite  to  enable  itself  to  come  to  a  just 
decision  in  cases  of  a  contested  election  of  its 
members ;  and  the  several  members  of  each  board 
shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their 
office,  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  :  "^  I 
do  swear,  (or  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly  af- 
firm and  declare,  as  the  case  may  be.)  that  I  will 

ffjiithfully  execute  the  office  of ,  to  the  best  of 

my  knowledge  and  ability,"  which  oath  or  affirm- 
ation shall  be  administered  by  tbe  mayor  or  some 
justice  of  the  pe^ce  for  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted^  That,  in 
addition  to  the  powers  heretofore  granted  to  the 
corporation  of  tbe  City  of  Washington,  bf  an  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
Jlumbia,"  and  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act,  supple- 
mentary to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington, 


in  ihe  DistrieC  of  Colombia,"  tbe  w^d  eorpora* 
tion  shall  have  power  to  lay  lazes  on  partScalar 
wards,  parts,  or  sections  of  the  city,  for  their  par- 
ticular local  improvements;  that, after proYidiog 
for  all  objects  of  a  general  nature,  tbe  taxes  rais- 
ed on  the  assessable  property  in  each  ward  shall 
be  expended  therein,  and  in  no  other,  in  regolat- 
ing,  filling  up,  and  repairing  of  streeu  and  ave- 
nues, builtJing  of  bridges,  sinking  of  welk,  erect- 
ing pumps, and.  keeping  them  in  repair;  in  con- 
veying water  in  pipes,  and  in  the  preservation  of 
springs;  in  erecting  and  repairing  wbanres ;  io 
providing  fire  engines  and  other  apparaiiu  Urn 
the  extinction  of  fires ;  and  for  other  local  im- 
provements and  purposes,  in  such  manner  as  the 
said  board  of  aldermen  and  board  of  common 
council  shall  provide ;  4>nt  the  sums  raised  for 
tbe  support  or  the  poor,  aged,  and  infirm,  shall 
he  a  charge  on  each  ward,  in  proportion  to  its 
population  or  taxation,  a^  the  two  tKMrds  sbaU 
decide.  That  whenever  UTe  proprietors  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  inhalrited  houses,  fronting  on  both 
sides  of  a  street  or  part  of  a  street,  shall,  by  peti- 
tion to  the  two  blanches,  express  their  desire  of 
improving  the  same  by  laying  the  curb-stone  of 
the  foot  pavement,  and  paving  the  gutters  or  car- 
riage way  thereof,  or  otherwise  improving  said 
street  agreeably  to  its  graduation,  tbe  said  corpo- 
ration shall  have  power  to  cause  to  be  done  at 
any  expense  not  exceeding  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  front  foot,  of  the  lots  fronting  on  each 
improved  street  or  part  of  a  street,  and  charge  the 
same  to  the  owners  of  the  lots  fronting  on  aid 
street  or  part  of  a  4itreet  in  doe  proportion  ;  and 
also,  on  a  like  petition,  to  provide  for  erecting 
lamps  for  lighting  any  street  or  part  of  a  street, 
and  to  defray  the  expense  thereof,  by  a  tax  on  the 
proprietors  or  inhabitants  of  socb  1iouses«  in  pro- 
portion* to  their  rental  or  valuation,  as  tbe  two 
boards  shall  decide. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.^  That  tbe 
said  corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  ao- 
thoriiy  to  erect  and  establish  hospitals  or  pest- 
houses,  work-houses,  houses  of  correction,  peni- 
tentiary and  other  public  buildings,  for  tbe  use  of 
the  city,  and  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  for  defiay- 
ing  the  expenses  thereof;  to  regulate  party  and 
other  fences,  and  to  determine  by  whom  the  same 
shall  be  made  and  kept  in  repair;  to  lay  open 
streets,  avenues,  lanes,  and  alleys,  and  to  relate 
or  prohibit  all  enclosures  thereof;  and  to  oseapy 
and  improve  for  public  purposes,  by  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  President  of  the  United  Ststes, 
any  part  of  the  public  and  open  spaces  or  squares 
in  said  city  not  interfering  with  any  private 
rights;  to  regulate  the  measurement  o^  and  tbe 
weight  by.  which  all  articles  brought  into  tbe 
city  for  sale  shall  be  disposed  of;  to  provide  for 
tbe  appointment  of  appraisers  and  raeasnrers  sf 
builders'  work  and  materials,  and  also  of  wood, 
coals,  grain,  and  lumber;  to  restrain  and  pro- 
hibrt  tbe  nightly  and  other  disorderly  meetings  of 
slaves,  free  negroes,  and  mnlattoes,  and  to  punisii 
such  slaves  by  whipping,  not  exceeding  foriy 
stripes,  or  by  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  six 
calendar  months,  for  any  one  offence;  and  to 
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OQish  surii  free  negroes  and  muhtttoes  for  socb 
ffenees,  by  fixed  penalties,  not  exceeding  twenty 
ollars  for  any  one  offence;  and,  in  case  of  the 
nability  of  any  such  free  ne^ro  or  malatto  to 
AjT  and'  satisfy  any  snch  penalty  and  cost  thefc- 
iQ.  to  cause  such  tret  negro  or  mnlatto  to  becon- 
ioed  to  labor  for  such  reasonable  time,  not  ex- 
ceding  six  calendar  ninths  for  any  one  offence, 
iS  may  be  deemed  equivalent  to  such  penalty  and 
;osts ;  to  cause  all  vagrants,  idle  or  disorderly 
lersoos,  all  persons  of  evil  life  or  ill  fame,  and 
\\  such  as  have  no  visible  means  of  support,  or 
ire  likely  to  become  chargeable  to  the  city  as 
nupers,  or  are  foU'nd   begging  or  drunk  in  or 
iboat  the  streets,  or  loiteriog  in  or  about  ttppling 
looses,  or  who  can  show  no  reastonabte  caosfe  of 
rasiness  or  em-pioyment  in  the  city ;  and  alt  bus- 
Mcious  persons ;  and  all  who  have  no  fixed  place 
)f  residence,  or  cannot  give  a  good  account  of 
themselves ;  all  eavesdroppers  and  night-walkers; 
ill  who  are  giuUy  oif  open  profanity  or  grossly 
[Q decent  langtiage  or  behaviour  publicly  in  the 
streets;  all  public  prostitutes, and  such  as  lead  a 
Doioriously  lewd  or  lascivious  course  of  life;  and 
all  such  as  keep  public  gaming  tables  or  gaming 
bouses,  to  give  security  for  their  good  behayiour 
for  a  reasonable  time,  and  to  indemnify  the  city 
against  any  charge  for  their  support ;  and  in  case 
of  their  reAisal  or  inability  to  give  such  security, 
to  cause  them  to  be  cpnfined  to  labor  for  a  limi- 
ted time,  not  exceeding  one  year  at  a  time,  unless 
sQch  security  should  be  sooner  given :  but  if 
they  shall  afterwards  be  found  again  offending, 
sach  security  may  be  again   required,  and,  for 
waat  thereof,  the  like  proceedings  Diay  be  again 
had,  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  may  be  neces- 
sary; to  prescribe  the  terms  and  conditions  upon 
which  free  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  others,  who 
can  show  no  visible  means  of  support,  may  re* 
side  io  the  city ;  to  cause  the  avenues,  streets, 
lanes,  and  alleys,  to  be  kept  clean,  and  to  appoint 
officers  for  that  purpose ;  to  authorize  the  draw- 
ing of  lotteries  for  effecting  any  important  im- 
provement in  the  city,  which  t^ie  ordinary  funds 
or  revenue  thereof  will  not  accomplish]  Ppyoi- 
ded.  That  the  amount  to  be  raised  in  each  year 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars: And  provided  also,  That  the  object  for 
vhich  the  money  is  intended  to  be  raised,  shall 
be  first  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  shall  be  approved  of  by  him  ;  to  take 
care  of,  preserve  and  r^ulate  the  several  bury- 
ing grounds  within  the  city  ;  to  provide  for  regis- 
tering of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages;  to  cause 
abstracts  or  minutes  of  all  the  transfers  of  real 
property,  both  freehold  and  leasehold,  t6  be  lodged 
ID  the  registry  of  the  city  at  slated  periods;  to 
authorize  night  watches  and   patroles,  and  the 
taking  up  and  confining  by  them  in  the  night 
time  of  all  suspected  persons;  to  punish  by  law, 
corporeally,  any  servant  ar  slave  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  any  of  their  by-laws  or  ordinances, 
unless  the  owner  or  holder  of  such  servant  or 
slave  shall  pay  the  fine  annexed  to  the  offence,*; 
BDd  to  pass  all  Itfws  which  shall  be  deemed 
necessary  and  proper  for  owrying  into  execution 


the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested 
in  the  corporation  or  any  of  its  officers,  dithef 
by  this  act  or  any  former  one. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  re- 
ceive and  safely  keep  within  the  jail  for  Wash*: 
ington  county,  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  all  per- 
sons committed  thereto  under  the  sixth  section  of 
this  act,  until  other  arrangements  be  made  by  the 
corporation  for  the  confinement  of  offenders  with- 
in the  provisions  of  the  said  section.  And  in  aH 
cases  where  suit  shall  be  brought  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  for  the  recovery  af  any  fine  or  pen- 
alty arising  or  incurred  for  a  breach  of  any  by- 
law or  ordinance  of  the  corporation,  upon  a  re- 
turn of  mUla  bona  to  any  fieri  fhcias  issued 
against  the  property  of  the  defendant  or  defend- 
ants, it  shall  be  tl^e  duty  of  the  clerk  of  t^ie  cir- 
cuit court  for  the  county  of  Washington,  when 
required,  to  issue  a  writ  of  capias  ad  satisfad- 
endum  against  every  such  defendant,  returnable 
to  the  next  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Wash* 
iogton,  thereafter^  and  which  shall  be  proceeded 
on  as  in  other  writs  of  the  like  kind. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  unim" 
proved  lots  in  the  City  of  Washington,  on  which 
two  years'  taxes  remain  due  and  unpaid,  or  sb 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  such 
taxes,  may  be  sold  at  public  sale  for  such  taxe^ 
due  thereon:  Provided,  That  public  notice  be 
given  of  the  time  and.  place  of  sale,  by  adverti- 
sing in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  at  least  six  months,  where  the  prop- 
erty belongs  to  persons  residing  out  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  three  months,  where  the  property  be-^ 
longs  to  persons  residing  in  tbe  United  States, 
but  without  tbe  limits  of  the  District  of  Colum,- 
bia ;  and  six  weeks,  where  the  property  belongs 
to  persons  residing  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia or  the  City  of  Washington;  in  which  notice 
shall  be  stated,  tbe  number  of  tbe  lot  or  lots,  the 
number  of  the  square  or  squares,  the  name  of  the 
person  or  persons  to  whom  the  same  may  have 
been  assessed;  and  also  the  amount  of  taxes  due 
thereon:  And  provided  also.  That  the  purchaser 
shall  not  be  obliged  to  pay*  at  the  time  of  such 
sale,  more  than  the  taxes  aue,  aiid  the  expenses 
of  sale;  and  that  if  within  two  years  from  the 
day  of  such  sale  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  of 
such  lot  or  lots,  or  his  or  their  heirs,  representa-' 
tives,  or  agents^  shall  repay  to  such  purcba.<er  the 
moneys  paid  for  the  taxes  and  expenses  as  afore- 
said, together  with  ten  per  centum  per  annum  as 
interest  thereon,  or  make  a  tender  of  the  same, 
he  shall  be  reinstated  in  his  original  right  and 
title ;  but  if  no  such  payment  or  tender  be  made 
within  two  years  next  after  the  said  sale,  then 
the  purchaser  shall  nay  the  baUuce  of  the  pur- 
chase money  of  sucn  Jot  or  lots  iato  the  city 
treasury,  where  it  shall  remain  subject  to  the  or- 
der of  the  original  proprietor  or  proprietors,  his 
or  their  heirs  or  legal  representatives ;  and  the 
purchaser  shall  receive  a  title  in  fee  simple  to 
the  said  lot  or  lots,  under  the  hand  of  the  mayor 
and    seal  of  the  corporation,  which  shall  be 
deemed  good  and  vali4  in  law  and  equity. 
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Sbg.  9-  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
said  corporation  shall  in  fature  be  named  and 
stylvd  "  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common 
Council  of  the  ojty  of  Washington  ;"  and  that 
if  there  shall  have  been  a  aon-eiection  or  infor- 
mality in  the  election  of  a  city  council  on  the 
first  Monday  in  June  last,  It  shall  not  be  taken, 
construed,  or  adjudged,  in  any  manner,  to  have 
operated  as  a  dissolution  of  the  said  corporation, 
or  to  affect  any  of  its  rights,  privileges,  or  laws, 
.passed  previous  to  the  seeond  Monday  in  June 
last,  but  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  exist  in 
foil  force. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
corporation  shall,  from  time  to  time,  cause  the 
several  wards  of  the  city  to  be  so  located  as  to 
give,  as  nearly  as  nray  be,  an  equal  number  of 
voters  to  each  ward  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duly  of 
the  register  of  the  city,  or  such  officer  as  the 
corporation  may  hereafter  appoint,  to  furnish  the 
commissioners  of  election  for  each  ward,  on  the 
first  Monday  in  June  annually,  previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  polls,  a  list  of  the  persons  having 
a  right  to  vote,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the 
second  sectioii  of  this  act. 

Sec.  11,  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  any  former  act,  as  shall  be  repugnant  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  May  4, 1812. 


An  Act  to  carry  into  efiect  an  act  of  the  Legislstore 
of  the  State  of  Maryland. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc.  That  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Maryland,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  two  lotteries  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington," passed  at  the  session  of  the  said  Legls- 
lature^  in  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  five,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  fifty- 
two  thousand  and  five  hundred  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  i^herebvj  declared  to  be  in  full  force  in 
the  District  of  Uolumbia;  and  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  subject  to 
the  alterations,  restrictions,  and  provisions  here- 
inafter mentioned. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
rights,  power,  and  authority  given.  In  and  by  the 
before  recited  act,  to  Daniel  Carroll  of  Duddinip:' 
ion,  Lewis  Deblois,  George  Walker,  William  M. 


Canal  Company:"  Provided,  The  said  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  shall,  before  the  sale  or  dispo- 
sal of  any  ticket  or  tickets  in  said  lotteries,  give 
bond  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  time  being,  in  the  penalty  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars^  conditioned  that  they  will  truly 
and  impartialiy  exercise  the  power  and  authority 
Tested  In  them  by  this  act;  abd  well  and  truly 
apply  the  moneys'  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
tickets,  within  two  months  after  the  drawing 
thereof,  to  the  payment  of  the  prizes  drawn  by 
the  fortunate  adventurers  in  said  lotteries,  and 
the  necessary  expenses  incurred  in  the  manage- 


ment thereof,  and'  the  residue  to  the  complettBg 
the  oanal  in  the  city  of  Washington,  sod  ren- 
dering the  same  navigable,  and  draiaiog  tbe 
marshes  and  low  grounds  cOotigooQs  thereto: 
And  provided  also,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  fot 
Congress  hereafter  to  create  by  law  addiiiooal 
shares  in  the  stock  of  said  Washington  Cuil 
Company,  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  oftbe 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington,  wbicb 
shares  so  to  be  created  shall  bear  the  same  pro- 
portion to  the  whole  shares  held  by  said  com- 
pany, as  the  money  raised  by  the  aforesaid  loue 
ries  and  actually  applied  to  the  coropleiiagtke 
canal  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  reoderisf 
the  same  navigable,  shall  bear  to  the  mooeysaod 
interest  thereon,  which  has  been  or  may  hereaP 
ter  be  expended  by  the  Washington  Canal  Com- 
pany for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
Approved,  May  6, 1812. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  designating,  surveying,  ud 
granting  the  Military  Boaaty  Lands. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  lo 
cause  to  be  surveyed  a  quantity  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States^  fit  for  cultivation,  dm 
otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  which  the  lodiio 
title  is  extinguished,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
six  millions  of  acres,  two  millions  to  besnrreyed 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  two  millions  in  (be 
Illinois  Territory,  north  of  the  Illinois  river,  and 
two  millions  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  ht- 
tween  the  river  St.  Francis  and  the  river  Arkan- 
sas $  the  said  lands  to  be  divided  into  towoships. 
and  subdivided  into  sections  and  quarter  seciioos, 
(each  quarter  section  to  contain,  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,}  in  the  maDoer 
pre^cribed  by  law  for  surveying  and  subdindiog 
the  other  public  lands  of  the  United  States:  the 
same  price  ^o  be  allowed  for  surveying  as  is  fixed 
for  surveying  the  other  public  lands  in  the  same 
Territory.  And  the  lands  thus  surveyed,  with 
the  exception  of  the  salt  springs  and  lead  mines 
therein,  and  of  the  quantities  of  land  adjaceoi 
thereto,  as  may  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the 
same  by  the  President  of  the  United  S(a(e5,aad 
the  section  number  sixteen  in  every  towosliip,  fo 
be  granted  to  tlie  inhabitants  of  such  township 
for  the  use  of  public  schools,  shall  be  set  apart 
and  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the 
bounties  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  prom- 
ised to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  United  States,  their  heirs,  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives, by  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  Ibr  com- 
pleting the  existing  Military  Ksiablishmeot," ap- 
proved the  twenty-fourth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  by  the 
act,  entitled  *'An  act  to  raise  an  additional  mili- 
tary force."  approved  the  eleventh  day  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelre. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  for  the 
time  being,  stiall,  from  time  to  time,  issue  war- 
rants for  the  military  land  bounties  to  the  per* 
sons  entitled  thereto  by  the  two  last  meotiofied 
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cts,  or  eitlMr  of  them :  Providid  o/tfajpt.  That 
Bcb  warrants  shall  be  issued  ooly  in  ihe  nanea 
f  (be  persons  thu&  entitled,  and  be  by  them  or 
leir  representatiTes  applied  fot  within  five  years 
fter  (be  said  persons  snail  have  become  eoiitled 
bereto;  and  the  said  warrants  shall  not  be  as- 
igQable  or  transferable  in  any  manner  what- 
T€r. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  erery 
ersoo  in  whose  favor  such  warrants  shall  have 
een  issued,  shall,  on  delivery  of  the  same  at  the 
ffice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  of 
ach  other  officer  as  may  at  the  time  have,  by 
iw.  (be  superintendence  of  the  General  Land 
)ffice  of  the  United  States  at  the  seat  o(  Govern- 
lent,  be  entitled  to  draw  b^  lot.  in  sach  manner 
s  (he  officer  at  the  head  of  th«  land  office,  under 
le  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
»(ate5,  may  prescribe,  one  of  the  quarter  sections 
urrefed  by  virtue  of  the  first  section  of  this  act, 
1  either  of  the  said  Territories  which  the  person 
1  whose  fator  such  warrant  has  issued  may  ((«- 
igoate.  And  a  patent  aball  thereupon  be  granted 
)such  person,  for  such  quarter  section,  without 
equirin^  anv  fee  therefor. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
laim  for  the  military  land  bounties  aforesaid 
ball  be  assignable  or  transferable  in  any  man- 
er  whatever^  until  after  a  patent  shall  have  been 
ranted  in  the  manner  aforesaid.  All  sales,  mort- 
ages,  contracts,  or  agreements,  of  any  nature 
rhatever,  made  prior  thereto,  for  the  purpose,  or 
rith  intent  of  alienating,  pledging,  or  mortgaging 
ovsuch  claim,  are  hereby  declared,  $nd  shall  be 
eld  DuU  and  void;  nor  shall  any  tract  of  land, 
ranted  as  aforesaid,  be  liable  to  be  taken  in  exe- 
iitioD,  or  sold  on  account  of  any  such  sale,  mort- 
age, contract,  or  agreement,  or  on  account  of 
ny  debt  contracted  prior  to  the  date  of  (be  pat- 
at,  either  by  the  person  originally  entitled  to  the 
iod,  or  by  his  heirs  or  legal  representatives,  or 
J  virtue  of  any  process,  or  suit  at  law,  or  judg- 
leot  of  court  against  a  person  entitled  to  receive 
is  patent  as  aforesaid. 

Approyed,  May  6, 1812. 


n  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regvlata  the  laying 
oat  and  making  a  road  firom  Cumberland  in  the 
6uta  of  Maryland  to  the  Sute  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  in  addition  to  the  un- 
cpended  balance  of  the  sum  heretofore  appro- 
riated  for  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from 
iomberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 
tate  of  Ohio,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 
irs  be,  and  tbe  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to 
e  paid  out  of  any  money  in  tne  Treasury  not 
therwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  expended  under 
)e  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
lates,  in  making  said  road  between  Cumberland, 
)  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  Brownsville,  in 
te  State  of  Pennsylvania,  commencing  at  Cum- 
erland;  which  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars 
lall  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  reserved  for  laying 
ut  and  making  roads  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  by 
irtue  of  the  seventh  section  of  an  act  passea  on 


the  thtrtielh  day  of  April,  one  thous^ncj  eight 
hundred  and  two,  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Eastern  division  of  the  Territory 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  such  S(ate  i^iio  the  Utrion  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  and  for  other  purpo«e9.'' 
Approved,  May  6, 1812. 


An  Act  ibr  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Venezoela. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  aod  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  purchased  sqch  provisions  as  he  shall 
deem  advisable,  aod  to  tender  the  same  in  the 
name  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
thai  of  Venezuela,  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens 
who  have  sufiered  by  the  late  earthquake. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  fifty  thoiisand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  herebv,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro* 
priated,  to  carry  into  operation  this  act. 

Approved,  May  8,  1812. 


An  Act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  Post  Roads. 

Be  it  e'uacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  post 
routes  be  discontinued: 

From  Jacksonborough,  in  South  Carolina,  by 
Barnwell  court-house,  to  Augusta,  in  Georgia. 

From  Rahway  to  New  Providence ;  and  from 
Ba^kenridge  to  Somerset^  in  New  Jersey. 

From  Fort  Stoddert  to  Natchez,  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory. 

From  Galliopolis  to  Chill  icolhe,  in  Ohio. 

From  Salisbury  to  Liocolnton,  in  North  Caro* 
lina. 

From  Peytonsburg  to  Danville. 

From  Salisbury,  by  Aodover,  New  Chester, 
and  tiridgewater,  to- Plymouth ;  thence  by  Hold- 
erness,  New  Hampton,  and  Sandbori^ton,  to  Sal- 
isbury, in  New  Hampshire. 

From  Baltimore,  by  Aueenstown,  to  Centre- 
ville,  in  Maryland. 

From  Buchanan  to  Beverly,  in  Virffinta. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
following  post  roads  be  established: 

fn  New  Bdmpshire. — From  Hopkinton.  through 
Warner,  Bradford,  Fisbersfield,  WenJell,  and 
Newport,  to  Cornish,  in  the  oounty  of  Cheshire. 

From  Concord,  in  the  county  of  Rockingham, 
through  Weare,  Dearing,  Hancock,  and  Packers- 
field,  to  Keene,  in  the  county  of  Cheshire. 

From  Gilmanton  to  Meredith. 

From  Concord,  by  Loudon,  Gilmanton,  Mere- 
dith, and  New  Holderness,  to  Plymouth ;  thence 
by  New  Hampton,  Sandbornton,  Northfield,  and 
Canterburv,  to  Concord* 

MoMochueette.'^FTom  Blue  Hill  to  Sedgwick. 

From  Kenaebank  to  Arundel. 

From  Readfield,  by  Fayette,  to  Livermore. 

Bho€U  Island,— From  Providence,  through 
Gloucester,  to  Pomfret,  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut. 

Cannecfict«<.— From  Can  ton  J  in  Hartford  coun- 
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ty,  by  New  Hartford,  and  Torrington,  to  Goshen, 
in  Litchfield  connty. 

From  Hartford,  through  BriaCol,  Plymouth, 
Watertown,  Woodbury,  Southbury,  and  New-' 
town,  to  Ddnbury. 

New  York. — From  Jamaica,  through  the  Alley, 
and  by  the  head  of  Cowneck,  to  Hempstead  har- 
bor, and  through  Oyster  bay  to  Huntington;  this 
is  declared  to  be  an  alteration  of  tb^  existing  post 
route. 

From  Trip's  hill,  by  Montgomery  court-house. 
CO  Sheldon's,  in  the  county  of  Oneida. 

From  Madison,  by  Cazenovia,  to  Manlius. 

Frotn  Rome,  through  Constantia  and  Mexico, 
to  Oswego. 

From  Kinderhook,  in  New  Yprk,  by  Spencer 
town,  to  West  Stockbridge,  in  Massachusetts. 

New  Jerwy, — From  Morristown  to  Easton,  in 
Pennsylvania. 

From  Scotch  Plains  to  New  Providence. 

From  Satem.  by  Hancock's  bridge  and  New 
Canton,  to  Greenwich,  in  Cumberland  county. 

Pennay^vonta.— From  Bedford,  by  Stoystown 
and  Ligonierst  to  Greensburg. 

From  Pittsburg,  by  Ba(dwin's  mills,  Steuben- 
▼ille,  and  Cadiz,  t«  Cambridge,  ia  tht  Ckait  of 
Ohio. 

From  Cluakertown,  by  Saucona,  to  Northamp- 
ton. 

From  Belfont,  by  the  counties  of  Clearfield  and 
Jefferson,  to  Venango. 

From  Bear  Gap,  by  Danville,  to  Washington. 

From  New  Alexandria  to  Pittsburg. 

From  Greensburg  to  New  Castle,  in  the  ^unty 
of  Mercer. 

Ohio, — From  New  Lisbon,  by  Wayne  court- 
house, Richland  court-house,  and  Knox  court- 
house; returning  by  Coshocton  court-house  and 
Canton,  to  New  Lisbon. 

From  Chilicothe,  by  Fayette  court-house, 
Green  court-house, and  Dayton,  to  Easton;  relum- 
ing from  Green  court-house,  by  Clinton  court- 
ikouse  and  Greenfield,  to  Chilicothe. 

From  Urbana  to  Sprinfffield. 

From  Galliopolis  to  Athens,  in  Ohio. 

From  Huron  to  Danhury. 

MarylcLtid, — From  Princess  Ann  to  the  corner 
where  the  roads  from  the  Point  and  Pocomoke 
intersect. 

From  Annapolis,  by  Broad  Creek,  in  Kent 
island  and  dueen's  town,  to  Centrevilie. 

Ftr^nia.— From  Dunkirk  to  New  Kent  court- 
bouse. 

From  Front  Royal  to  Waynesborough. 

The  post  road  from  Siannardsville,  in  Orange 
county,  to  Port  Republican,  in  Rockingham,  is 
declared  to  be  altered  so  as  to  pass  07er  the  South 
Mountain  at  Brown's  turnpike  on  Xbe  same. 

From  Paris,  in  Fauquier  county,  to  Gibson's 
atore. 

From  Staunton,  by  Pendleton  court-house,  to 
Beverly. 

From  Halifax  court-house  to  Danville,  and 
'from  Beverly  to  Clarksburg. 

Kmtucky, — From  Washington,  by  Flemii]^ 
barg,  to  Mount  Sterling. 


From  Grayson  to  Butler  coari-hoQse.        | 
From  Russell viile  to  IsbellviUe,  io  Chrisiiu 

county. 
From  Ntcbolasrille.  by  the  mouth  ofHiekoii 

and  Bellisaes  mill,  to  Danville,  Kentoekf.       i 

Tennessee, — From  Carthage  to  New  Glasgow. 
in  Kentucky. 

From  Hopkinsville,  in  Kentucky,  to  Cttib 
ville,  in  Tennessee;  and  from  thence. bjDie^ 
son  court-house,  and  McAllister's  cross  roids,u 
Columbia,  in  Tennessee. 

North  Carolina, — From  Charlotte, by  Beaiifi- 
ford,  Lincoln  ton,  and  Morgan,  to  Wilkesboro 
and  to  pass  by  Afountmoria  once  in  ererpio 
routes. 

From  Statesville  to  Salisbury. 

The  mail  from  FayetieTille  to  Sali^sbury.slial: 
go  by  Rockingham,  Wardesboro',  AUeoiowi 
and  Henderson,  to  Salisbury,  ^nd  retoro  by  Me- 
Cauley's  store,  to  Fayetieville. 

South  Carolina. — From  Cbarlestoo.  by  Girfr 
faam'a  ferry,  on  £disto  river ;  and  from  theueu 
Barnwell  eour t-hoase,  and  by  the  Whilf  Poixk 
to  Edgefield  court-house. 

From  Wdliogton  to  Beckley'sstQrp,beiqu 
alteration  of  the  preacjot  route  past  Yieooa. 

From  Coosawbatcbie,  by  Lower  Three  Rob 
to  Augusta,  in  Georgia. 

From  DarUngtoo  eourt-boose  toSumpterGoui- 
house,  by  Carter's  erossing. 

Geoi^gui.— From  Savannah  to  Lonisritle. 

From  MilledgeviUe,  by  Twigs  court-booie.  b 
Pulaski  eourt-house. 

From  Augusta  to  Campbeltown. 

From  Louisville  to  Saondersville. 

Misiinippi  Territory,— From  Fort  Sroddfft 
by  Amite  court-house,  to  Pinckneyrille. 

From  Natchez,  by  Wilkinson  court-boas&w 
Lake  Ponchartrain. 

Indiana  Territory,— From  Laurenceburg,  bj 
Madison  and  Charlestown,  to  Jefferson ville. 

From  Laurenceburg,  by  Franklin  court-houje. 
to  Wayne  court*house. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacUd,  Tbif  tj« 
Postmaster  General  cause  a  surrey  to  be  oije 
of  the  main  povt  road  from  Robinsiovo,  m  w 

district  of  Maine,  to   St.  Mary's,  io  ^'^^ 

causing  the  courses,  distances,  and  all  reDst^uK 

objeeta,  to  be  noted,  the  latitude  to  be  uke&e^ 
noon  and  evening,  and  the  variation  oft^j^' 
pass  every  evening,  when  the  wettber  »""_• 
and  that  there  be  not  less  than  one  smejv^^^ 
chain  carriers,  and  two  mea  with  <^^'^!^^^^yj 
employed  in  making  the  same  *u^^^^  f^^Tlli 
be  sworn  to  execute  the  work :  Promed,  iw 
the  same  can  be  done  at  an  expense  not  exce^ 
ing  two  dollars  per  mile;  and  ^be  Po***"* 
General  is  hereby  authorized  to  F^^.^vjj^ 
instruments  for  the  purpoee :  Providtd^  1  w  ^^ 
expense  do  not  exceed  three  huodr?^!.^^"*'^^^,, 
the  expeiise  both  of  the  siKveys  aad  ^^^Jr^.  \^^ 

hick  io»f  ** 


be  paid  out  of  the  moneys,  wi 
bands  for  postage. 

Approved,  May  11, 1819- 
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Ad  Act  fn  tfi*  better  reguktioR  of  tb«  OrdMiMe. 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  That  there  be,  «nd  hereby 
s^  estttblisbed  an  Ordnance  Department,  to  ooo- 
ist  of  a  Commissary  General  of  Ordnanee,  an 
bsistant  Commtsaary  General,  foor  Depaty 
Commissaries,  and  as  fnany  Assistant  Depaty 
!Jommissaries  as  the  President  of  the  United 
itates  may  think  necessary,  not  exceeding  eight. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
Emissary  Generid  be  authorized,  from  time  to 
ime,  to  employ  ar  many  wheelwrights,  carriage* 
aakeis,  blacksmiths,  an^  laborers,  as.  the  puUio 
ervice  may,  in  his  judgment,  require. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  tt  further  enacted,  That  the 
Commissary  General  of  Ordnance  shall  be  enti* 
led  to  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  of  a 
clooel  of  infantry,  and  be  further  allowed  at  the 
tte  of  fi?«  .hundred  dollars  per  year,  and  four 
ations  per  day  for  clerks  in  his  department :  the 
Assistant  Commissary  General  of  Ordnance  shall 
«  entitled  to  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolaments,  of 
aajor  of  infantry,  with  three  additional  rations 
«r  day ;  the  Depaty  Commissaries  of  Ordnance 
hall  be  entitled  to  the  rank,  pay^and  emoluments, 
i  a  captain  of  infantry,  with  two  additional  ra- 
ioDs  per  day  and  forage  for  one  horse ;  the  As- 
iftant  Deputies  shall  baYe  the  ratik,  par,  and 
moluments,  of  a  second  lieutenant  of  infantry, 
rith  one  additional  ration  per  day. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  iijuriher  enaded,  That  a  maa- 
er  wheelwright  and  carriage- maker, and  a  master 
Jacksmitb,  be  allowed  thirty  dollars  each  per 
ikontb,  and  one  ration  and  one-half  of  a  ration 
«r  day  j  that  any  other  wheelwrights,  carriage- 
oakers  and  blackimiths,  be  allowed  each  sixteen 
lollars  per  month,  and  one  ration  and  one-half  of 
I  ration  per  day;  that  the  laborers  each  beat- 
owed  nine  dollars  per  month,  and  ote  ration 
ler  day. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  fi^Hher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
«  the  dat7  of  the  Uommissary  Gkneral  of  Ord* 
laoce  to  direct  the  inspection  and  proving  of  all 
)ieces  of  ordnance, 'Cannon  balls,  shells,  and  shot, 
)rocared  for  the  use  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States;  and  to  direct  the  construction  of  all  car- 
iagesj  and  every  apparatus  for  ordnance,  for  gar- 
isoD  and  field  semce,  and  all  ammunition  wag- 
m.o,  pontoons,  and  travelling  forges ;  also  the  di- 
eciion  of  the  laboratories,  the  inspection  and 
>roving  the  public  powder,  and  the  preparing  all 
nnds  of  ammunition  for  garrison  and  field  ser- 
vice ;  and  shall,  half  yearly,  examine  all  ordnance, 
;arriages,  ammanition,  and  apparatus,  in  the  re- 
ppctive  fortresses,  magazines,  and  arsenals^  and 
^ause  the  same  to  be  preserved  and  kept  in  good 
»rder. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
I^ommissary  Generalof  Ordnance  shall  execute 
ill  orders  issued  by  the  Secretar/for  the  Depart- 
nent  of  War,  in  conveying  all  ordnance,  aminu- 
lition,  and  apparatus,  to  the  respective  armies, 
garrisons,  magazines,  and  arsenals ;  and  in  time 
)f  war  he  shall  execute  all  orders  of  any  general 
jfficer,  commanding  in  any  array  or  garrison,  for 
be  supply  of  ordnance,  ammunition,  carriages, 
lontoons,  forges,  furnaces,  or  apparatus,  for  gar- 


rison, field  or  siege  serine,  and  forward  the  same 
without  delay  and  in  good  condition. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Commissary  Geaeral  of  Ordnance  shalli  half 
yearly,  transmit  to  tiie  Department  of  War  a 
correct  return  of  all  ordnance,  ammunition,  mili« 
tary  stores,  and  effects,  in  the  respective  garri- 
sons, arsenak,  magazines,  posts,  And  camps,  with 
a  statement  of  their  order,  quality,  and  coijiditton  j 
and,  also,  what  maf  be  necessary  to  keep  up  aa 
ample  supply  of  each  and  everv  article  in  the 
Ordnance  Department,  and  shall,  in  all  things^ 
faithfully,  and  without  delay,  execute  the  orders 
of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War 
touching  the  same. 

8bc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  su- 
perintendents of  military  stores,  keepers  of  maga* 
zines  and  arseoaU,  shall,  half  yearly,  make  cor- 
rect returns,  to  the  Commissary  Geaeral  of  Ord* 
BAttce,  of  all  niiliury  stores  that  they  respectively 
have  ta  charge;  and  that  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sary General  of  Ordnance,  the  Deputy  Commis* 
series  and  AssisUnt  Deputies  shall  faithfully,  and 
without  delay,  execute  all  orders  that  shall  be 
isaoed  by  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  the  commanding  General,  in  time  of  wan 
of  any  corps,  campv  or  garrison,  or  of  the  Commis»- 
sary  General  of  Ordnanoe,  in  their  respective 
departments,  by  virtue  of  this  act.. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  U  further  enacUd;  That  the 
Commissary  General  of  Ordnance  shall  make  a 
eorrecc  report  of  the  artifieere  and  laborers,  from 
time  to  time,  employed  by  him,  and  transmit  the 
same  to  the  Adjutant  General. 

Sac.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for 
defraying  the  expense  that  may  be  incurred  ia 
the  execution  of  this  act.  the  sum  of  twenty 
I  thousand  dolUrs  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated, to  be  paid  oat  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved.  May  14, 1812. 


An  Act  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  the  Mississippi 

Territory. 

Be  it  enacUdf  ^c,  That  all  that  portion  of  ter- 
ritory lying  east  of  Pearl  river,  west  of  the  Perdido, 
and  south  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude,  be. 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  annexed  to  the  Mississippi 
Territory ;  to  be  aoverned  by  the  laws  now  in 
force  therein,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  enacted, 
and  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  United  States, 
relative  thereto,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  same  had 
originally  formed  a  part  of  said  territory;  and, 
until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  the  iohabitaiits 
of  the  said  district  hereby  annexed  to  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  represent- 
ative in  the  General  Assembly  thereof.     , 

Approved,  May  14,1812. 


An  Act  making  an  additional  appropriation  for  Ihe 
support  of  Govamment  ibr  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Beit  enacted,  f  c.  That,  in  addition  to  the  sunfs  « 
appropriated  by  the  act  makine  appropriatioos 
for  the  support  of  Goveroment  tot  the  year  one 
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tboasaad  eight  hondred  and  twelve,  the  foUawiog 
sums  be,  and  the  Rame  are  hereby,  respectireiy 
appropriated,  that  is  to  say : 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  printing  the  sob- 
scription  certificates,  and  issuing  the  same  to /the 
subscribers  to  the  loan  of  eleven  millions  of  dol> 
lars,  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on 
the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  t-welve,  including  eost  of  paper  and  other 
expenses  incident  to  the  receiving  of  the  subscrip- 
tions:  also  for  cost  of  paper  a^id  printing  of  the 
certificates  of  funded  six  per  cent,  stock,  to  be 
issued  for  the  amount  of  the  said  loan,  and  other 
expenses  attending  the  funding  of  the  same,  five 
tbottfiiaod  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  making  a  digest  of  the 
manufactures  of  the  United  Slates,  under  the  joint 
resolution  of  both'  Houses  of  Congress,  passed  at 
the  present  session,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tlie  marshals  and  assistant 
marshals- fur  taking  an  account  of  the  manofae- 
tores  of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  forty 
(hoosand  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  print* 
iog,  and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  addition  to  the  sum  here- 
tofore appropriated  for  that  purpose,  eight  thon- 
sand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  paying  Aaron  Oreeley,  assistant  surveyor 
-in  the  district  of  Detroit,  for  surveying  private 
claims  in  the  Michigan  Territory,  pursuant  to  an 
act  of  Congress,  passed  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
.  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
.five  thou!(and  five  hundred  »ixiy-five  dollars  and 
ninety- three  cents. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  sums  thus  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  May  16, 1812. 


An  Act  making  further  proTision  lor  the  Arttj  of  the 

United  SUtes. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  appoint  so  many  district  paymas- 
ters, as,  in  hlsjodgment,  the  service  may  require; 
and  if  such  paymasters  are  taken  from  the  line  of 
the  army,  they  shall,  respectively,  receive  thiriy 
dollars  per  montlK  in  addition  to  their  pay  in  the 
line :  Provided^  The  same  shall  in  no  case  exceed 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  major;  and,  if  not 
)aken  from  the  line,  they  shall  receive  the  same 
pay  and  emoluments  as  a  major  of  infantry. 

Sec.2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  be,  and  be  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  a  paV- 
raaster  to  each  regiment  on  the  Peace  Establisn- 
ment,  who  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  emol- 
taents  as  a  captain  of  the  regiment  to  which  he 
belongs:  Provided^  That  all  district  and  reffi- 
mentai  paymasters  ahall  be  sabject  to  the  rnles 
and  articles  of  war,  and  give  such  bonds  to  the 
United  Slates  as  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 


ment of  War  may  direct,  for  the  fkithfol  perfor- 
mance of  their  duties.  And  it  shaH  be  the  duty 
of  the  commanding  officer,  when  requested  br 
the  paymaster,  to  furnish  a  capable  non-commiv 
sioned  officer  or  soldier  to  aid  him  in  the  di%hsrge 
of  his  duty,  who.  while  so  employed,  shall  receive 
double  pay. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted^  Tbat  tht 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,iiathorized  to  appoint,  from  the  captaiis  and 
subalterns  of  the  line  of  the  army,  so  many  sab- 
inspectors  as  the  service  may  require,  not  exceed- 
ing one  to  each  brigade ;  and  such  sob-iospectors 
shall  each  receive  twenty-four  dollars  per  mo&iii. 
in  addition  to  his  pay  in  the  line. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  each 
brigade  major,  provided  by  law.  sbali  be  albw«d 
twenty* four  dollars  per  month,  in  addition  tohif 
pay  in  the  line. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  ihn 
General,  commanding  the  Array  of  the  Uoited 
States,  shall  be  allowed  a  secretary,  to  be  ukea 
from  the  line  of  the  army,  who  shall  reeeire 
twenty-four  dollars  per  month,  in  addition  to  bu 
pay  in  the  line,  and  shall  be  allowed  forage  fjt 
two  horses. 

Sec.  6,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates allowed  to  the  regiment  of  light  artillery 
each  company  shaU  be  entitled  lo  twelre  driverb 
of  artillery,  who  shall  be  enlisted  for  fire  yeaiv 
ui^ess  sooner  discharged,  and  receive  the  same  pir 
rations,  and  clothing,  as  the  privates  of  the  army: 
Provided^  Such  drivers  of  artillery  shall,  al  ail 
times,  be  liable  to  do  doty  in  the  ranks  when  tbe 
company  shall  not  be  mounted. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Tbat  s« 
much  of  the  "^Act  for  establishing  rules  and  arti- 
cles for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  as  authorizes  th^  in  flic  lion  of  corpo- 
real punishment,  by  stripes  or  lashes,  be  and  ibe 
same  hereby  is  repealed. 

Approved,  May  16, 1S12. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  a  Bank  in  the  town  of  Alexia; 

drift,  by  the  name  and  style  of  "  The  Mecboici 

Bank  of  Alexandria." 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  the  subscribers  to  tbe 
Mechanics^  Bank  of  Alexandria,  their  soccess«n, 
and  assigns,  shaH  be  and  they  are  hereby  created 
and  made  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  andstyu 
of ''The  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,"  and 
by  that  name  and  style  shall  be  and  are  heieoy 
made  able  and  capable  in  law  to  have,  porcbase. 
receive,  possess,  enjoy,  and  retain,  to  them  aod 
their  successors,  lands,  rents,  hereditameoiSjgoodi 
chattels,  and  effects,  of  what  kind,  nature, or  qoat* 
ity,  soever,  and  the  same  to  sell,  grant,  demise. 
alien,  or  dispose  of,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  ptead  aoti 
be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered,  defea* 
and  be  defended,  in  courts  of  record  or  any  ot^e; 
place  whatsoever,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  tbe 
rules,  regulations,  restrictions,  limitations,  aoa 
provisions,  hereinafter  prescribed  and  declared. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  ufiiHh^r  MocUd,  Tbat  ib« 


iSOl 


APPENDIX. 


2302 


Public  AcU  of  Ccngre$8. 


=fccs= 


t ..  'I. 


ipital  stock  of  said  eorporatioD  .may  consist  of 
re  hundred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  shares 
f  ten  dollars  each,  and  shall  be  paid  in  manner 
tllowing,  (hat  is  to  say :  one  doUar  on  each  share 
t  the  time  of  sobsoribingf,  one  dollar  on  each 
lare  at  sixty  days,  and  one  dollar  on  each  share 
ioety  days  after  the  time  of  subscribing;  the 
;mainder  to  be  called  for  tis  the  president  and 
ireetors  may  deem  proper :  Prwfvdtd^  They  do 
ot  call  for  any  payment  in  less  than  thirty  days, 
or  for  more  than  one  dollar  on  each  share  at  any 
De  time. 

Sec.  3.  And  b€  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
ibseription  for  filling  up  said  stock  shall  be 
peopd  at  the  coort- house  in  the  town  of  Alex- 
adria  on  th€  first  Monday  in  June  next,  under 
16  directiofi  of  fifteen  commissioners,  and  that 
ohn  Longden,  William  Veitcb«  James  C.  De- 
eale.  Daniel  McLeod,  John  CohageOy  James 
IcGuire,  Adam  Lynn,  Mark  Butts,  Joseph  Dean, 
Imes  Sandersdn,  John  Young,  Isaac  EntHrislle, 
lobert  Young,  Peter  Saunders,  and  John  Gird, 
re  hereby  appointed  commissioners  for  that  pur- 
ose;  which  subscriptions  shall  be  kept  open  for 
ne  day  at  least,  and  such  further  time  as  said 
ommissiooers  nay  direct;  but,  in  ca«e  the  amount 
f  the  subscrifKioos  shall  exceed  the  number  of 
hares  herein  before  allowed  to  be  subscribed,  (he 
xceM  thus  created  shall  be  reduced  within  the 
lOmber  of  shares  iiuthorized  to  be  subscribed  as 
foresaid,  in  the  manner  following  to  wit,  that  is 
Dsay:  from  the  subscriptions  highest  in  amount 
hecommissioners  shall  subtract  a  shar^  or  shares, 
latil  the  same  be  made  equal  to  the  subscription 
r  subscriptions  next  highest  in  amount,  and. 
intil  the  number  of  shares  shall  be  reduced  to  the 
mount  authorized  to  be  subscribed  aforesaid: 
^nmdedy  always.  That  it  be  hei'eby  expressly 
inderstood  that  all  the  subscriptions  and  shares^ 
btaioed  in  consequence  thereof,  shail  be  deemed 
ad  held  to  be  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  use  and 
enefit  of  the  persons,  copartnerships,  or  bodies 
olitic  subscribiDg,  or  in  whose  behalf  the  sub« 
eriptioQs,  respeettrely,  shall  be  declared  to  be 
tade  at  the  time  of  making  the  same;  and  all 
trgains,  contracts,  promises,  agreements^and  eiH 
lagements,  in  anywise  contravening  this  provis- 
00,  shall  be  void ;  and  the  persons,  copartner- 
hips,  or  bodies  politic,  respectively,  so  subsorib- 
Qg,or  fur  whose  ase  the  subecri prions  are  declared 
0  be  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  have,  enjoy,  and 
(ceive  the  share  or  shares,  respectively,  in  con- 
eqoence  thereof  obtained,  tifid  all  the  interests 
od  emoluments  thence  arising,  as  freely,  fully, 
Qd  absolutely,  as  if  they  had  severaUy  and  re- 
pectively  paid  the  censideration  therefor,  any 
Qch  bargains,  contracts,  promises,  agreements,  or 
'QgttgementSf  to  the  contrary  thereof  to  the  eon- 
fary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
ands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  w4iich  it 
hall  be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation  to  hold, 
hall  be  only  such  an  shall  be  requisite  for  its  im- 
mediate accommodation,  in  relation  to  the  con- 
'eoieot  transaction  of  its  bus(ness>  and  such  as 
ittU  have  been  conveyed  to  it  in  satisfaction  of 


debts  previously  contracted  in  the  eoufse  of  its 
dealings,  or  purchased  at  sales  on  judgments  which 
shall  have  been  obtained  (tjr  such  debts ;  nor  shall 
this  corporation,  directly  or  indirectly,  deal  in  or. 
trade  in  anything  except  bills  of  exchange,  gold 
or  silver  bullions,  or  in  the  sale  of  goods  which 
shall  beihe  produce  of  its  land,  or  of  goods  sold 
by  virtue  of  an  execution  on  a  judgment  obtained 
by  them. 

Sbc,^,  And  be  it  Jurther  enaeiedj  That,  for  the 
well-ofdering  the  afiairs  of  the  said  corporation, 
there  shall  be  fifteen  directors,  eight  of  which  di- 
rectors at  least  shall  be  practical  mechanics,  and  ^ 
nat  less  than  ten  of  said  directors  sha)i  be  resi-  '' 
dent  io  the  town  of  Alexandria,  of  whom  there 
shall  be  an  election  on  the  first  Monday  after  the 
subscription  shall  be  closed,  and  on  the  second 
Monday  of  March  in  each  year  thereafter,  by  the 
stockholders  or  proprietors  of  the  capital  stock  of 
the  said  corporation,  and  by  a  plurality  of  votes 
actually  given :  Prooided.however,  That  the  eight 
mechanics  shall  first  ba  declared  elected,  though 
they  should  not  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes; 
and  those  who  shall  be  duly  chosen  at  any  elec* 
tioo  shall  be  capable  of  serving  as  directors,  by 
virtue  of  such  choice,  until  the  end  or  expiration 
of  the  second  Monday  in  March  next  easuiu?  the 
time  of  such  election,  and  until  others  shall  be 
chosen.  And  the  said  directors,  at  their  first  meet- 
ing after  each  election,  shall  chooare  one  of  their 
number  as  president.  No  person  a  director  of  an<^ 
other  bank,  or  the  partner  la  trade  of  .a  director  of 
another  bank,  shall  be  a  director  in  this  bank: 
Protidedj  That,  in  case  it  should  at  any  time 
happen  that  an  election  of  directors  should  not  be 
made  upon  any  day  when,  pursuant  to  this  act,  it 
ought  to  have  been  made,  the.  corporation  shall 
not  for  that  cause  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved ;  but  • 
it  shalbbe  lawful  on  any  other  day,  within  thirty 
days  thereafter,  tov  hold  and  make  an  election  of 
directors  in  such  manner  as  shall  have  been  reg- 
ulated by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  said  corpo- 
ration. 

Sfic.  0.  And  be  ii  further  enactedj  That  no 
director  shall  be  entitled  to  any  emolument,  un- 
less the  same  shall  have  been  allowed  by  the 
stockholders  at  a  general  meeting;  but  the  direc- 
tors shall  make  such  compensation  to  the  presi- 
dent, for  his  extraordinarv  services  and  attend* 
anee  at  the  bank,,  as  shall  appear  to  them  rea* 
sonable. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
board  of  directors,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  shall 
make  bylaws,  deter  mine,  the  manner  of  doing 
business,  and  the  rules  and  forms  to  be  pursued, 
and  dispose  of  the  money  and  credit  of  the  bank, 
in  such  manner  as  shall  seem  io  them  best  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  interest  of  the  stock- 
hplders. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number  of  directors  shall  be 
necessary  in  the  choice  of  a  president,  cashier, 
and  other  officers  of  the  bank;  but  four  members,' 
with  the-  president,  may  constitute  a  board  for 
transacting  the  ordinary  business  of  the  bank. 

SsG.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  neither' 
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the  prectideat)  Dor  any  director,  shall  be  ea titled 
to  receive,  on  accommodation  paper,  disco ud(9«  or 
loaos,  ezceediog,  in  the  whole,  five  thousand  dol- 
lars, renewable,  however,  from  time  to  time,  al 
the  discretion  of  the  president  and  directors. 

SsG.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  directors,  for  the  lime  being,  shill 
hsYe  power  to  appoint  such  officers  and  servants 
under  them  as  may  be  necessary  fur  executing 
the  business  of  the  said  corporation,  and  to  allow 
them  sue b  compensation  for  their  services,  re- 
spectively, as  shall  seem  reasonable;  and  shall 
be  capable  of  exercising  such  other  powers  and 
authorities,  for  the  well  governing  and.  ordering 
of  the  affairs  of  the  said  corporation,  as  shall  hi 
described,  fixed^  and  determined,  by  the  laws, 
regulations  and  ordinances  of  the  same. 

Sec.  11.  And.  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any 
director,  officer,  or  other  person,  holdiag  any 
share  or  capital  of  the  said  bank  stock,  who  shall 
commit  any  fraud  or  embezzlement,  touching  the 
noney  or  property  of  said  bank,  shall  be  liable 
to  be  prosecnted  in  the  name  of  the  United  States, 
by  indictment  for  the  same,  in  any  court  of  law 
for  the  district  or  county  wherein  the  offence 
shall  be  committed;  and,  upon  conviction  thereof, 
shall,  besides  the  remedy  that  may  be  had  by 
action,  in  ^he  name  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  for  the  fraud  aforesaid,  forfeit  to  the 
oonpany*all  his  share  and  stock  in  the  said 
bank. 

Seo.  12.  And  he  it  further  eiMXied,  That  every 
stockholder,  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  elections  to  be 
hidden  by  the  stockholders,  in  purauairee  of  this 
act,  and  shall  have  as  many  votes,  in  proportion 
to  the  stock  be  ciray  hold,  as  follows:  tor  one 
share,  one  vote;  three  shares,  two  voles;  five 
shares,  three  votes;  above  five  shares,  and  not 
azceediog  fifty,  for  each  five  shares  above  five 
shares,  one  vote;  and  upwards  of  fifty  shares,  for 
each  ten  shares,  one  vote.  No  share  or  shares 
shall  confer  a  right  of  suffrage  which  shall  not 
hare  bieen  regularly  transfened,  on  the  books  of 
the  corporation,  two  months  previous  to  the  elec- 
tion ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty- of  the  cashier  to 
make  out  a  list  of  the  stockholders,  thii'ty  days 
previous  to  an  election.,  for  their  inspection.  And, 
m  choice  of  directors,  every  stockholder  shall 
vote  in  person,' except  those  who  shall  reside  out 
of  thC'town  of  Alexandria,  who  may  vote  either 
in  person  or  by  a  written  ballot,,  by  him  or  her 
subscribed  with  his  or  her  name,  and  duly  ac- 
knowledged before  a  judge  of  a  court,  a  justice  <if 
peace,  or  a  notary  public,  a  certificate  whereof 
shall  be  made  on  said  ballot  by  the  said  judge, 
justice  of  the  peace,  or  notary  public,  before 
whom  such  aeknowledffment  shall  he  made;  and 
said  ballot  shall-  be  by  him  sealed  up,  and  in  hb 
handwriting  acldressed  to  the-caebier  of  the  bank, 
and,  being  transmitted  to  said  cashier,  before  the 
time  of  the  electipn  of  directors,  said  ballot  shall 
be  received  and  CQunted  in  the  choice  of  direct-' 
ors.  And  ev^ry  stockholder  may  sell  and  trans- 
fer his  stock  in  the  said  bank,  or  any  part  thereof, 
at  his  pleasure!  iiot4)eing  less  than  one  complete 


share  or  shares;  the  tnasfer  beiatg  made  iotbe 
bank  books,  in  the  presence,  and  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  proprietor  or  his  lawfdl  sttorBej. 

Sec.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  Tbii  do 
stockholder  or  member  of  said  corporation  shall 
be  answerable  for  any  losses,  defifieocies,  or  liti- 
ure  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank,  foraor 
noore,  or  larger  sum  or  sums  of  money  wbttio- 
ever,  than  the  aoiount  of  stocky  stocks,  or  shares, 
which  shall  appear  by  the  books  of  said  corpora* 
tion  to  belong  to  him  at  the  tine  or  timet  wbea 
such  loss  or  losses  shall  be  sustained,  except  as  is 
hereafter  excepted,  that  is  to  say :  If  the  total 
amoont  of  debts,  which  said  company  shall  at 
any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  note,  bill,  or 
other  contract,  jshall  exceed  twice  the  amooDi  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank^  over  and  aboTe 
the  moneys  actually  deposited  m  the  baok  for 
safe-keeping ;  then,  in  case  of  such  excess,  the 
directors,  under  whose  administration  it  sbiH 
happen,  shall  be  liable  for  such  excess  in  tber 
natural  and  private  capacities;  and  aa  actios  or 
actions  of  debt -may  be  btoogfat  against  them,  or 
any  of  their  heirs,  executors,  oradmioistraton^io 
any  court  of  record  within  the  United  States,  hf 
any  creditor  or  creditors  of  said  cerpontioo;aBd 
may  be  proseeaxed  to  judgment  and  executioo. 
any  condition,  or  covenant,  or  agreement,  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding;  but  this  shall  oot  be 
construed  10  exempt  the  said  body  politic,  or 
Lands,  tenements,  jpoods,  and  chattels  of  the  saiae 
from  being  also  kable  for,  and  chargeable  with, 
said  excess;  Framded,  That  such  of  the  said 
directors  who  may  have  been  absent  whea  said 
excess  was  contracted  or  created,  or  who  isajr 
have  dissented  from  the  resolution  .or  act  where- 
by the  same  was  so  contracted  or  created,  mtf 
respectively  exonerate  themselves  from  beisgao 
liable,  by  forthwith  giving  notice  of  the  fact,  aod 
of  their  absence  or  dissent^  to  the  stockholders. 
at  a  general  meeting  which  he  or  they  saall  hare 
power  to  call  for  that  purpose.  And  in  case  the 
directors,  by  whose  act  such  exoess  shall  be  oe- 
casiooed,  shall  not  have  property  to  pay  the 
amount  of  aueh  excess,  then  each  and  ererf 
stockholder  shall  be  liable  ia  their  private  capa- 
cities, for  their  defieieocies,  ia  proportion  to  their 
respective  shares  in  the  said  bank. 

Sfio.  14.  And  he  it  further  enactedi  Tbatooae 
but  r  stockholder,  being  a  eitizeo  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  eligible  as  a  president  or  director. 

Sec.  i5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  directors  for  the  time  beiof,  &^U 
give  four  weeks'  public  notice  in  the  newspapen 
of  Alexandria,  and  in  one  or  more  newspapers  ia 
the  City  of  Washington,  of  the  time  and  place  oi 
holding  the  election  of  directorsi  annnaHjr. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
presidtmt,  and  each  director,  before  be  eotcrs 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  take  the  follow- 
ing  oath  or  affirmation  {ms  the  case  may  be:)  I 

do  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  that  1  will  ii&' 

partially,  faithfully,  diligently,  and  hoaestly,  ex- 
ecute the  duties  of ^  of  the  Mechanic.^' Baok 

of  AlexaiKlria,  oonformably  to  the  conscitotioo  « 
the  same,  and  the  trust  reposed  in  me^  to  the  best 
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i(  my  skill  aod  judgment:  and  tbe  President 
ball  give  bond  and  security  for  the  faithful  dis- 
iharge  of  bis  duties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
tirectors;  the  cashier,  other  officers,  and  ser- 
rsDts,  shall  also  take  an  oath,  and  give  bond  and 
«eority  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  president  and 
lireclors. 

Sec.  17.  Andbe  it JuHher enacted,  That  all  bills, 
K>Ddsj  notes,  and  every  other  contract  or  engage- 
Dent  6n  behalf  of  the  corporattoo,  shall  be  signed  by 
he  president  and  countersigned  by  the  cashier;  and 
be  funds  of  the  corporation  shalli  in  no  case,  be 
table  for  any  contract  t)r  engagement,  unless  the 
aroe  shall  be  signed  and  countersigned  as  afore- 
aid;  and  the  president  and  directors  shall  not 
ssae  any  note  for  a  smaller  som  than  five  dollars. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  if 
be  president,  or  any  director,  the  cashier,  or  any 
ither  officer  of  the  said  bank,  shall  be  concerned 
lirectly,  or  indirectly,  in  purchasing  any  note  or 
lotes,  bill,  or  bills,  at  more  than  lawful  discount  or 
merest,  and  information  thereof  be  given  and 
Qpported  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  majority  of  the 
ward  of  directors,  his  or  their  seat  or  seats  of 
)ffice  shall  be  vacated,  and  the  directors  shall 
ill  ap  such  vacancy  or  vacancies. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  fwrther  enacted,  That,  in 
!ase  of  death;  disqualification,  or  resignation  of 
be  president,  or  any  director,  or  any  officer  or 
lervant  of  the  said  corporation,  the  board  of 
iireetors  shall,  at  their  next  meeting,  fill  such 
racancy ;  and  in  ease  of  sickness  or  necessary  ah* 
eoce  of  the  president,  his  place  may  be  supplied 
)y  a  director,  to  be  appointed  president  pro  tem^ 
wre,  by  the  president,  and,  on  his  failing  to  make 
luch  appointment,  by  the  directors. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
bait  nor  be  lawful  for  the  president  and  directors 
0  demand  or  receive  a  greater  discount  or  inter- 
!st,  than  at  the  rate  of  one  per  cent,  for  sixty 
lays,  upon  any  loans  or  advances  of  money 
vbich  they  n^ay  make. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
ihares  of  the  capital  stock  shall  be  transferable 
it  any  time,  according  to  such  rules  as  may  be 
established  by  the  president  and  directors;  but 
10  stock  shall  be  transferred,  the  holder  thereof 
}etDg  indebted  to  the  bank,  until  such  debt  be 
Atisled,  except  the  president  and  directors  shall 
)tberwise  order  it. 

Ssc.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a 
lamber  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  forty,  who, 
together,  shall  be  proprietors  of  twenty  thousand 
shares  or  upwards,  shall  have  power  at  any  time 
0  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  for 
)arpo8es  relative  to  the  constitution,  giving  at 
east  six  weeks  notice  in  one  or  more  newspapers 
lathe  town  of  Alexandria  and  City  of  Washing* 
on,  specifying  in  such  notice  the  object  or  ob- 
iectP  of  such  meeting. 

Sec  23.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  on 
ippHcation  being  made,  the  president  and  direc- 
^rs  may  loan  to  the  United  States  any  sum  or 
iums,  not  exceeding  one-fourth  of  their  capital. 
)Q  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon. 

Sbc.24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatwhen- 
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ever  any  note  shall  be  given,  containing  express 
consent  in  writing  that  it  may  be  negotiable  at 
the  said  bank,  and  the  same  shall  be  endorsed,  if 
payment  be  refused,  or  neglected  to  be  made  at  the 
time  it  shall  have  become  due,  the  like  proceed- 
ings are  to  be  had  out  of  court,  and  suit  may  be 
prosecuted  against  the  drawer  and  endorser,  joint- 
ly or  separately,  in  like  manner,  as  if  the  same 
was  a  bill  of  exchange. 

Ssc.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
any  person  or  persons  shall  forge  or  counterfeit 
any  of  the  notes  or  cheeks  on  or  of  the  said  bank, 
or  pay  or  tender  in  payment,  or  in  any  manner 
pass  or  ofTdr  to  pass  such  forged  or  counterfeited 
note  or  check,  knowing  the  $ame  to  be  forged  or 
counterfeited,  and  shall  thereof  be  convicted  in 
any  court  of  the  United  States  having  criminal 
jurisdiction,  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  be  adjudged  a 
felon  or  felons^ 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if 
any  stockholder  shall  fail  to  pay  up  the  several 
instcilments  upon  his  subscription,  as  the  same 
may  become  due,  his  dividends  upon  such  instal- 
ments as  he  may  have  paid  shall  cease  as  to  him, 
and  remain  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  other 
members  of  the  corporation. 

Sec»  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall,  as  soon  as  they 
may  deem  it  expedient,  declare  a  dividend  of 
profits,  and  every  half  year  thereafter  sBall  make 
and  declare  such  dividends  of  profit  as  they  may 
deem  proper:  Provided,  Such  dividends  shall 
not  impair  the  capital  stock;  but  no  dividend 
shall  be  declared  except  by  a  majority  of  all  the 
directors. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  furnished,  at  least  once  in  every  year, 
and  oftener  if  he  shall  require  it,  with  statements 
of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation,  and 
of  the  debts  due  to  the  same,  of  the  moneys  de« 
posited  therein,  of  the  notes  in  circulation,  and  ' 
of  the  cash  in  bank ;  and  shall  have  a  right  to 
inspect  such  general  accounts  in  the  books  of 
said  hank  as  shall  relate  to  said  statements :  Pro* 
tided.  That  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  imply 
a  right  of  inspecting  the  accounts  of  any  private 
individuals  wirh  the  bank. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
corporation  shall  continue  until  the  first  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-^wo ;  but,  nevertheless, 
the  proprietors  of  two- thirds  of  the  capital  stofck 
of  said  company  may,  by  their  concurrent  votes 
at  a  general  meeting  to  be  called  for  that  purpose, 
dissolve  the  same  at  an  earlier  period :  ProvtdecL 
That  notice  of  such  meeting  and  its  object  shall 
be  published  in  two  or  more  newspapers  printed 
within,  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  at  least  three 
months  successively,  previous  to  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  such  meetinff. 

Sfic.  30»  And  be  itfiirther  enacted,  That  on 
the  dissolution  of  this  corporation,  or  whenever 
the  same  shall  be  determined  on  as  aforesaid,  ef- 
fectual measures  shall  immediately  be  Uken,  by 
the  president  and  directors  then  in  office,  for 
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closing^  all  the  concerDs  of  the  corporation,  and 
for  dividing  the  capital  and  profits  which  may 
remain  among  the  stockholders,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  interests ;  and  so  much  of  this 
act  as  will  enable  them  to  close  the  concerns  of 
the  corporation,  and  so  much  as  imposes  a  pun- 
ishment or  penalty  for  crimes,  or  for  malfea- 
sance, in  this  act  described,  shall  remain  and 
be  in  full  force  until  all  the  affairs  of  the  corpora- 
tion are  finally  settled,  but  no  discount  shall  be 
made  by  the  said  corporation  after  the  first  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eijrht  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

Sec.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the  passing 
thereof,  and  shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be 
a  public  act.-^ Approved,  May  16, 18 12. J 


An  Act  to  authorize   the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  boundaries. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral, under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
and  required,  (as  soon  as  the  consent  of  the  In- 
dians can  be  obtained.)  to  cause  to  be  surveyed, 
marked,  and  designated,  so  much  of  the  western 
and  northern  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
which  have  not  already  been  ascertained,  as  di- 
vides said  State  from  the  Territories  of  Indiana 
and  Michigan,  agreeably  to  the  boundaries  as 
established  by  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  Territory 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  passed  April  thirtieth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two  ;  and  to  cause  to  be  made 
a  plat  or  plan  of  no  much  boundary  line  as  runs 
from  the  southerly  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan 
to  Lake  Erie,  particularly  noting  the  place  where 
the  said  line  intersects  the  margin  of  said  lake, 
and  to  return  the  same,  when  made,  to  Congress : 
Provided,  That  the  whole  expense  of  surveying 
and  marking  the  said  boundary  lines  shall  not 
axceed  five  dollars  for  every  mile  that  shall  be 
actually  surveyed  and  marked,  which  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  defray- 
ing the  expense  of  surveying  tne  public  lands. 

Approved,  May  20, 1812. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  right  of  suflrage  in  the  IlUnois 
Territory,  and  for  other  porposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  upon  the  admission 
of  the  Illinois  Territory  into  the  second  grade  of 
territorial  government,  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  divid- 
ing Indiana  into  two  separate  governments," 
each  and  every  free  white  male  person  who  shall 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and 
who  shall  have  paid  a  county  or  territorial  tax, 
and  who  shall  hare  redded  one  year  in  said  Ter- 
ritory previous  to  any  general  election,  and  be, 
at  the  time  of  any  such  election,  a  resident  there- 
of, shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the 


Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represesta- 
tives  for  the  said  Territory. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Thai  v) 
soon  as  the  Governor  of  the  said  Territory  skiL 
divide  the  same  into  five  districts,  the  ciiizeis 
thereof,  entitled  by  this  act  to  vote  for  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  General  Assembly,  shall,  Id  eac: 
of  the  said  districts,  elect  one  member  of  ibe  L^ 
gislative  Cooncil,  who  shall  possess  the  same 
powers  heretofore  granted  to  the  Legiaiatire 
Council  by  the  ordinance  for  the  goveromeDtcl 
the  Northwestern  Territory,  and  shall  hold  tbetr 
offices  four  yeacs  and  no  longer,  anything  iaii; 
ordinance  to  the  contrary  notwithsiandiog. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  ibr 
citizens  of  the  said  Territory,  entitled  to  vote  for 
members  of  the  Territorial  Legislatare  bfdd 
act^  may,  at  the  time  of  electing  their  reproee- 
tattves  to  the  General  Assembly  thereof.  t>. 
elect  one  delegate  to  Congress  for  the  said  If- 
ritory,  who  shall  possess  the  saaae  powers  iien- 
tofore  granted  to  the  delegates  from  the  scien! 
Territories  of  the  United  States. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ibt 
sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  which  now  are.  or 
hereafter  may  be,  established  in  the  said  Terntcry. 
respectively,  shall,  within  forty  days  next  m 
an  election  for  a  delegate  to  Congress,  traibiiLt 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  said  Territory  a  ceriiHK; 
copy  of  the  returns  from  the  sereral  districts  a 
townships  of  their  respective  counties;  aod  : 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor,  fur  the  not 
being,  to  give,  to  tb«  person  having  the  greatest 
number  of  votes,  a  certificate  of  his  electioD. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbateack 
and  every  sheriff,  in  each  and  every  couotf.  ti»i 
now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be  established  m  ^ati 
Territory,  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  petfora 
the  duties  required  by  this  ace,  shall  forfeit  ocfj 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  recovered,  by  an  actios  or 
debt,  in  any  court  of  record  within  the  said  Ter- 
ritory, one  half  to  the  use  of  the  Terriiorf.  ui 
the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  person  suiog  i^ 
the  same. 

Sfic.  6.  And  belt  further  enacted,  Tbst  tht 
General  Assembly  of  the  said  Territorf  &bail 
have  power  to  apportion  the  represenutires  c: 
the  several  counties,  which  now  are,  or  bereafur 
may  be.  established  therein,  according  to  tbe  Dum- 
ber of  free  white  male  inhabitants,  above  (be  affc 
of  twenty-one  years, in  such  counties:  Provided, 
That  there  be  not  more  than  twelve,  nor  less  than 
seven,  of  the  whole  number  of  repreaeotaiives. 
until  there  shall  be  six  thousand  free  wbiiemak 
inhabitants,  above  the  age  of  twenty-ooe  years. 
in  said  Territory,  after  which  time  the  oomber 
of  representatives  shall  be  regulated  agreeably '-' 
the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Terr- 
tory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 
Approved,  May  20, 1812. 

An  Aet  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  «<An  act  to  eittb- 
lish  a  Quartermaster's  department^  and  for  otk:| 
purposes.'* 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  neither  the  Qoirter- 
master  General,  the  Commissary  Greneral,  Doraof 
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oreicberoftheirdeputiesorassiMantdepatieVjShan 
be  concerned,  directly  or  indirectly,iD  the  purchase 
or  sale,  for  cocnmercial  purposes,  of  any  article 
intended  for  making  a  part  of,  or  appertaining 
to  their  respective  departments,  except  for,  and 
on  account  of,  the  United  States  5  nor  shall  they, 
or  either  of  them,  take  or  apply  to  bis  or  their 
own  use,  any  gain  or  emolument  fox  negotiating 
or  transacting  any  business  in  their  respective  de- 
pirtments,  other  than  what  is  or  may  be  allowed 
by  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Q^uartermaster  General  be  and  he  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  appoint  one  principal  barrackroaster, 
and  as  many  deputy  barrack  masters,  as  may  from 
time  to  lime  be  necessary,  not  exceeding  one  to 
each  separate  barrack  or  cantonment:  which  said 
principal  barrackmastershallbeentitjed  to  receive 
the  same  pay,  rations,  and  emoluments:,  as  the  prin- 
cipal foragemaster;  and  each  of  his  deputies,  the 
same  pay,  rations,  and  emoluments,  as  is  by  law 
allowed  to  a  deputy  foragemaster. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
addition  to  the  allowanee  made  to  the  Quarter- 
master Generaland  Commissary  Qeneral,  respect- 
irely,  in  and  by  the  act  hereby  amended,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  for  the  De- 
partment of  War,  for  the  time  being,  to  allow  to 
Ihem,  respectively,  such  sums  as,  in  his  opinion, 
&bail  have  been  actually  and  necessarily  expend- 
ed in  their  several  departments  for  office  rent, 
fael,  candles,  and  extra  clerk  hire. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Q^uartermaster  General,  the  Deputy  Quartermas- 
ters, and  the  Assistant  Deputy  Quartermasters, 
shail,  before  ihey,  or  either  of  them,  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  their  appointment,  respecti?ely, 
enter  into  bond  with  stiiracient  security,  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Secretary  of  War,  conditioned  for 
the  faithful  expenditure  of  all  public  moneys,  and 
accounting  for  all  public  property,  whicn  may 
come  to  their  bands,  respectively;  and  the  Quar- 
termaster General  shall  not  be  liable  for  any 
money  or  property  that  amy  come  into  the  hands 
of  the  sobordmate  officers  of  his  department. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted^  That  the 
sixth  section  of  tlie  act  hereby  amended  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  May  82, 1812. 


and  effects,  as  if  they  had  been  originated  and 
been  proceeded  in  by  the  court  established  by  the 
act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
dockets,  books,  records,  papers,  and  seal,  belong- 
ing to  the  said  district  court  of  the  Orleans  Ter« 
ritory,  shall  be  transferred  to,  and  become  the 
dockets,  books,  records,  and  papers,  of  the  district 
court  of  the  Louisiana  district. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  entitled  "An 
act  erectine  Louisiana  into  two  Territories,  and 
providing  for  the  temporary  government  thereof," 
and  also,  all  acts  within  the  purview  of  this  act. 
and  the  one  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  be  ana 
the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  May  22, 1812. 


An  Act  sapplementarv  to  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  into  the 
Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
to  the  said  State." 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  causes,  actions,  in- 
dictments, libels,  pleas,  processes,  and  proceed- 
ings whatsoever,  returnable,  commenced,  depend- 
iog,  or  in  any  madner  existing  in  the  district  court 
established  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  in  and  by 
the  act,  entitled  ^^An  act  erecting  Louisiana  into 
two  Territories,  and  providing  for  the  temporary 
government  thereof,"  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
transferred  to  the  district  court  established  by  the 
act  to  which  this  is  a  aupplementf  and  may  be 
proceeded  in,  shall  esiat^and  hvre  like  incideott 


An  Act  providing  for  the  government  of  the  Territory 

of  Miflsoari. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Territory  hereto- 
fore called  Louisiana  shall  hereafter  be  called 
Missouri,  and  that  the  temporary  government  of 
the  Territorv  of  Missouri  snail  be  organized  and 
administered  in  the  manner  hereinafter  de- 
scribed. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
executive  power  shah  be  vested  in  a  Governor, 
who  shall  reside  in  the  said  Territory ;  he  shall 
hold  his  office  during  the  term  of  three  years, 
unless  sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  militia  of  the  said  Territory;  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  an<l  commission  ail  officers,  civil 
and  of  the  militia,  whose  appointments  are  not 
herein  otherwise  provided  for,  which  shall  be  es- 
tablished by  law;  shall  take  care  that  the  laws 
be  faithfully  executed ;  shall  have  power  to  grant 
pardons  for  offences  against  the  said  Territory, 
and  reprieves  for  those  against  the  Uiiiled  States, 
until  the  decision  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  thereon  shall  be  made  known ;  shall  have 
power  00  extraordinary  occasions  to  convene  the 
General  Assembly,  and  he  shall  ex  officio  be  Su- 
perintendent of  Indian  Affairs. 

Sfc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  a  Secretary,  whose  commission  shall 
continue  in  force  for  four  years,  unless  sooner 
revoked  by  the  President  of  the  Oniled  States ; 
he  shall  reside  in  the  said  Territory;  it  shall  be 
his  duty,  under  the  direction  of  the  Governor,  to 
record  and  preserve  all  the  proceedings  and  pa- 
pers of  the  Executive,  ana  all  the  acts  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  to  transmit  authentic 
copies  of  the  same  every  six  months  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States.  In  case  of  a  vacancy 
of  the  office  of  Governor,  the  government  of  the 
said  Territory  shall  be  executed  by  the  Secretary. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Legislative  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  General 
Assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  the  Governor,  a 
Legislative  Council  and  a  House  of  Representa- 
tives. The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power 
to  make  laws  in  all  cases,  both  civil  and  criminal, 
for  the  good  government  of  the  people  of  the  said 
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Territory,  not  repog^naot  to  or  inconsistent  with 
the  Constitution  and  laWs  of  the  United  States ; 
and  shall  have  power  to  establish  inferior  courts, 
and  to  prescribe  their  jurisdiction  and  duties;  to 
define  the  powers  and  duties  of  justices  of  the 
peace  and  other  civil  offices  in  the  said  Territory, 
and  to  regulate  and  fix  the  fees  of  office,  and  to 
ascertain  and  provide  for  payment  of  the  same, 
and  for  all  other  services  rendered  to  the  said 
Territory,  under  the  authority  thereof.  All  bills 
having  passed  by  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
reaentatives  and  by  a  majority  in  the  Legislative 
Council,  shall  be  referred  to  tne  Governor  for  his 
assent,  but  no  bill  or  legislative  act  whatever  shall 
be  of  any  force  without  his  approbation. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Legislative  Council  shall  consist  of  nine  mem- 
bers, to  continue  in  office  five  years,  unless  sooner 
remOTed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
Jtny  fire  of  them  shall  be  a  quorum.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Le|[iilative  Council  shall  be  nomi- 
nated and  appomted  in  the  manner  following :  as 
soon  as  Representatives  shall  be  elected,  they 
shall  be  convened  by  the  Governor  as  hereafter 
prescribed,  and,  when  met,  shall  nominate  eigh- 
teen persons,  residents  in  the  said  Territory  one 
Tear  preceding  their  nomination,  holding  no  of- 
fice of  profit  under  the  Territory  or  the  United 
States,  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  excepted, 
and  each  possessing  in  his  own  right  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  therein,  and  return  the  names 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  nine  of 
whom  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  and  commis- 
sion to  serve  as  aforesaid ;  and  when  a  vacancy 
shall  happen  in  the  Legislative  Council,  by 
death  or  removal  from  office,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives shall  nominate  two  persons  qualified 
as  aforesaid  for  such  vacancy,  and  return  their 
names  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  one 
of  whom  he,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  and  commission  for 
the  residue  of  the  term :  and  every  five  years,  four 
months  at  least  before  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  service  of  the  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  nom- 
inate eighteen  persons,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  and 
return  their  names  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  nine  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  and  com- 
missioned as  aforesaid,  to  serve  as  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council  five  years,  if  not  sooner  re- 
moved. No  person  shall  be  a  member  of  the 
Legislative  Council  who  hath  not  attained  to  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  fuHher  enacted^  That  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of 
members  elected  every  second  year  by  the  people 
of  the  said  Terrflory,  to  serve  for  two  years.  For 
every  five  hundred  free  white  male  inhabitants 
there  shall  be  one  representative,  and  so  on  pro- 
frressiyely,  with  the  number  of  tree  white  male 
inhabitants,  shall  the  right  of  representation  in- 
crease, until  the  number  of  the  representatives 
shall  amount  to  twenty-five,  after  which  thenum- 
ber  and  proportion  of  representatives  shall  be 
regulated  by  the  General  Assembly.    No  person 


shall  be  eligible  or  qualified  to  be  a  represeota- 
tive,  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  cf 
twenty-one  years,  and  who  shall  not  hare  resided 
in  the  Territory  one  year  next  precedioe  the  daf 
of  election,  and  who  shall  not  be  a  ^bolder 
within  the  county  in  which  he  may  be  elected; 
and  no  person  holding  any  office  under  the  Uqh 
ted  States  or  any  office  of  profit  under  the.Terri- 
torv  shall  be  a  representative.  In  ease  of  iksd- 
cy  oy  death,  resignation,  removal,  or  othervise, 
of  a  representative,  the  Governor  shall  isae  a 
writ  to  the  county,  whenever  a  vaeaney  maf  be 
as  aforesaid,  to  elect  another  person  to  serve  tbe 
residue  of  the  term.  That  all  free  white  male 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  have  resided  in  said  Tet- 
ritory  twelve  months  next  preceding  an  electraa, 
and  who  shall  have  jwid  a  territorial  or  cooDty 
tax,  assessed  at  least  six  months  previous  thereto, 
shall  be  entitled  to  reite  for  representatives  to  ilie 
General  Assembly  of  said  Territory. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  U further  enacted^  That,  in  or- 
der to  carry  the  same  into  operation,  tbe  Got- 
ernor  of  the  said  Territory  shall  caure  to  be 
elected  thirteen  representatives,  and  for  that  {nr* 
pose  shall  proceed,  as  circumstances  maf  require, 
to  lay  ofi*  the  parts  of  the  said  Territory  to  wbick 
tbe  Indian  title  hath  been  extinguished,  into eo^ 
venient  counties,  on  or  before  tbe  first  Mooday 
in  October  next,  and  give  notice  thereof  throogii' 
out  the  same,  and  shall  appoint  the  most  eoore- 
nient  time  and  place  witnin  each  of  the  saki 
counties  for  holding  the  elections,  and  shall  oooii* 
nate  a  proper  officer  x>r  officers  to  preside  at  acd 
conduct  the  same,  and  to  return  to  him  tbe  nanfi 
of  the  persons  who  shall  have  been  elected.  All 
subsequent  elections  shall  be  regnlated  bfthe 
General  Assembly,  and  the  number  of  represest* 
atives  shall  be  determined,  and  the  apportioo- 
ment  made,^  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  prescrib- 
ed. 

Seo.  8.  And  be  it  fur^ter  enacted,  That  tbe 
representatives,  elected  as  aforesaid,  shall  beeoa- 
vened,  by  the  Governor,  in  the  town  of  St.  LiHiis, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next;  tod  tbe 
first  Greneral  Assembly  shall  be  convened  bfthe 
Governor,  as  sooa  as  may  be  convenieot.  at  8l 
Louis,  after  the  members  of  the  Legislative Coob- 
cil  shall  be  appointed  and  commis8ioDe<}.  Tbe 
General  As*tembly  shall  meet  once  in  escti  year, 
at  St.  Louis,  and  such  meeting  shall  beoa  the 
first  Monday  in  December  annually,  unless  they 
shall  by  law  appoint  a  difierent  day.  The  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  RepresentailTes, 
when  assembled,  shall  each  choose  a  Speaker, 
and  its  other  officers,  and  determine  the  roles  of 
its  proceedings.  Bach  House  dball  sit  on  its  own 
adjournments  from  day  to  day.  Neither  Hoose 
shall  during  the  session,  without  consent  of  tbe 
other,  adjourn  for  more  than  two  days,  nortoaay 
other  place  than  that  where  the  two  Houses  sbali 
be  sitting.  The  members  of  the  General  Assen- 
bly  shalh  in  all  cases  except  treason,  felony,  or 
breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest 
doring  their  atteodanceat  their  resoeetive  Houses, 
%n4  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  saoie; 
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ind  for  any  speech  or  debate,  ia  either  House, 
bey  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
nd  every  free  white  male  person,  who,  on  the 
veatieth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
Bod  ei^ht  hundred  and  three,  was  an  inhabitant 
f  the  Territory  o[  Louisiana,  and  ail  free  white 
lale  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who,  since 
be  said  twentieth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
oe  thousand  eight  hotidred  and  three,  emigrated, 
r  who  hereafter  may  emicrate  to  the  said  Terri- 
)ry,  being  otherwise  qualified  according  to  the 
roTisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  capable  to  hold 
ny  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  in  the  said 
territory,  Under  the  United  States,  or  under  the 
lid  Territory,  and  to  vote  for  members  of  the 
}eDeral  Assembly  and  a  delegate  to  Congress 
uring  the  temporary  government  provided  for 
y  this  act. 

Sec  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
ddicial  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  superior  court, 
nd  in  inferior  eourta  and  justices  of  the  peace! 
'he  judges  of  the  superior  court  and  justices  of 
be  peace  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of 
»Qr  years,  unless  sooner  removed;  the  superior 
ourt  shall  consist  of  three  judges  who  shall  re- 
ide  in  the  said  Territory,  any  two  of  whom  shall 
onstitote  a  court;  the  superior  court  shall  have 
irisdiction  in  all  criminal  cases,  and  exclusive 
artsdietion  in  all  those  that  are  capital ;  and  ori* 
ioal  and  appellate  jurisdiction  in  all  civil  eases 
f  the  value  of  one-  hundred  dollars ;  the  said 
idges  shall  hold  their  courts  at  such  times  and 
laces  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  General  As- 
(mbly.  The  sessionsof  the  superior  and  infe- 
ior  courts  shall  continue  until  all  the  -  business 
ependiog  shall  be  disposed  of,  or  for  such  time 
s  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  General  Assemblv. 
'he  superior  and  inferior  courto  shall  respectively 
ppoint  their  clerks,  who  shall  be  commissioned 
y  the  Qovernor,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  dur>* 
ig  the  temporary  government  of  the  said  Terri- 
fy, unless  sooner  removed  by  the  court. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  fwiher  enacted,  That  all 
ee  male  white  persons  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
ears,  who  shall  have  resided  one  year  in  the 
lid  Territory,  and  are  not  disqualified  by  any 
igal  proceeding,  shall  be  qualified  to  serve  as 
rand  or  petit  jurors  in  the  court»  of  the  said 
'erritory ;  and  they  shall,  until  the  General  As- 
sinbly  thereof  shall  otherwise  direct,  be  selected 
1  such  manner  as  the  said  courts  shall  respect- 
ively prescribe,  so  as  to  be  most  conducive  to  an 
npartial  trial,  and  least  burdensome ^ to  the  in- 
ahitants  of  the  said  Territory. 

Sec  12.  And  be  it  further. enacUd,  That  the 
Governor,  Secretary,  and  Judges,  for  the  Terri- 
3ry  of  Missouri,  authorized  by  this  act.  and  all 
enerai  officers  of  the  mjlitia,  during  the  tempo- 
try  government  thereof,  shall  be  appointed  and 
ommiasioned  by  the  President  or  the  United 
(tates,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate;  and  the  Governor,  Secretary,  and  Judges, 
bail  respectively  receive  for  their  services  the 
ompensattons  established  by  law,  to  be  paid 
natter  yearly  oat  of  the  Trecaary  of  the  United 


States;  the  Governor,  Secretary, « Judges,  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Council,  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  justices  of  the  peace, 
and  all  other  officers,  civil  and  military,  oefore 
thev  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices, 
shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  sUpport  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office; 
the  Governor,  before  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  or 
a  District  Court  of  the  United  Statesi  or  a  judge 
of  the  said  Territory  ;  the  Secretary  and  Judges, 
before  the  Governor ;  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
before  a  judge  of  the  said  Territory ;  and  the 
justices  of  the  peace  and  all  other  offices  before 
such  person  as  the  Gk)vernor  shall  appoint  and 
direct. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
citizens  of  the  said  Territory  entitled  to  vote  for 
representatives  to  the  General  Assembly  thereof, 
shall,  at  the  time  of  electing  their  representatives 
to  the  said  General  Assembly,  also  elect  one 
delegate  frtfm  the  said  Territory  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  $  and  the  delegate  so  elected 
shall  possess  the  same  powers,  shall  have  the 
same  privileges  and  compensation  for  liis  attend* 
ancp  in  Congress,  and  for  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  same,  as  heretofore  have  been  granted 
to  and  provided  for  a  delegate  from  any  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  States- 
Sac  14^  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
people  of  the  said  Territory  shall  always  be  enti-> 
tied  to  a  proportionate  representation  in  the  Gen* 
eral  Assembly;  to  judicial  proceedings  according 
to  the  common  law  and  the  laws  and  usages  in 
force  in  the  said  Territory ;  to  the  benefit  of  the 
writ  of  haJbeae  corpUM.  In  all  criminal  cases  the 
trial  shall  be  by  jury  of  good  and  lawful  men  of 
the  vicinage.  All  persons  shall  be  bailable  unless 
for  capital  ofifences  where  the  proof  shall  be  evi- 
dent or  the  presumption  great.  All  fines  shall 
be  moderate,  and  no  Cruel  or  unusual  punishment 
shall  be  inflicted.  No  man  shall  be  deprived  of 
his  life,  liberty,  or  property,  but  by  the  judgment 
of  his  peers  and  the  law  of  the  land,  if  the  pub- 
lic exigencies  make  it  necessary  for  the  common 
preservation  to  take  the  property  of  any  person, 
or  to  demand  his  particular  services,  full  compen- 
sation shall  be  made  for  the  same.  No  ex  post 
facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts, shall  be  made.  No  law  shall  be  made 
which  shall  lay  aiiy  person  under  restraint,  bur- 
den, or  disabilitjr,  on  account  of  his  religious 
opinions,  professions,  or  mode  of  worship,  in  all 
which  he  shall  be  iVee  to  maintain  his  own,  and 
hot  burdened  for  those  of  another.  Religion, 
morality,  and  knowledge,  being  necessary  to  gooa 
government  and  the  happiness  of  mankind^schoois 
and  the  means  of  education  shall  be  encouraged 
and  provided  for  from  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  the  said  Territory,  in  such  man- 
ner as  Congress  may  deem  expedient. 

Sec  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
General  Assembly  shall  never  interfere  with  the 
primary  disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  United  States 
i  la  Congress  assembled,  nor  with  any  regulation 
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Congress  maf  find  necessary  to  make  for  secur- 
ing the  title  in  the  bone  fide  purchasers.  No  tax 
shall  erer  be  imposed  on  lands  the  property  of 
the  United  States.  The  lands  of  non-resident 
proprietors  shall  ne?er  be  taxed  hteher  than  those 
of  residents.  The  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers, 
and  the  navigable  waters  flowing  into  them,  and 
the  carrying  places  between  the  same,  shall  be 
common  highways  and  forever  free  to  the  people 
of  said  Territory  and  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  without  any  tax,  duty  or  impost  therefor. 
S£c.  16.  And  he  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  the 
laws  and  regulations  in  force  in  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,  at  the  commencement  of  this  act,  and 
not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  thereof,  shall 
continue  in  force  until  altered,  modified,  or  re- 

Sealedjbythe  General  Assembly.  And  it  is  hereby 
eclared,  that  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to 
vacate  the  commission  of  any  officer  in  the  said 
Territory,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  but  that  every  such  commission  shall 
be  and  continue  in  full  force  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  made.  And  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled 
'^An  act  further  providing  for  the  government  of 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,"  approved  on  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
five,  and  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
erecting  Louisiana  into  two  Territories  and  pro- 
viding for  the  temporary  fovemment  thereof,^ 
approved  the  twenty-sixth  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  four,  as  is  repugnant  to  this 
act,  shall,  from  and  after  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember next,  be  repealed.  On  which  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next  this  act  shall  commence 
and  have  full  force :  Provided^  so  much  of  it  as 
requires  the  Qo vernor  of  said  Territory  to  per- 
form certain  duties,  previous  to  the  said  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next,  shall  be  in  force  from  the 
passage  thereof. 
Approved,  June  4, 1812. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  exporting,  with  privi- 
lege of  drawback,  goods,  wares,  and  merchanUisOi 
entitled  thereto  by  law. 

Beit  encLCied,  f  c,  That  the  time  during  which 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  laying  an  embargo  on 
all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States,  for  a  limited  time,"  shall  con- 
tinue in  force,  shall  not  be  computed  as  making 
part  of  the  term  of  twelve  calendar  months,  du- 
ring which  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  must  be  re-export- 
ed, in  order  to  be  entitled  to  a  drawback  of  the 
duties  paid  on  the  importation  thereof. 

Approved,  June  10, 1812. 

An  Act  supplemental  to  an  act,  entitled  '*An  act  for 
dividing  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate 
Governments." 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  it  shall  and  may  b6 
lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  in  whose  favor 
there  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  rendered,  any 
final  judgment  or  judgments,  decree  or  decrees, 
in  the  general  court  or  court  of  chancery  of  the 
Territory  aforesaid^^upon  any  suit  or  auitSj  pleas, 


process,  or  proceedings,  which  were  pending  in 
the  said  courts  on  the  first  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  to  sue  out  of 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  general  court  or  court 
of  chancery,  aforesaid,  without  delay,  any  writ  or 
writs  of  execution,  upon  the  judgments  or  decrees 
aforesaid,  and  to  cause  the  said  judgments  or  de- 
crees to  be  fully  executed  by  the  same  officers, 
and  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory  had  remained  undivided. 
Approved,  June  10,  1812. 


An  Act  making  further  provinon  for  settling  the  diias 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Miaaoori. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  rights,  titles,  aod 
claims,  to  town  or  village  lots,  out  lots,  common 
field  lots,  and  commons,  in,  adjoining,  aod  be- 
longing to  the  several  towns  or  villages  of  Port- 
age des  Sioux,  St.  Charles,  St.  Louis,  St.  Ferdi- 
nand, Villa  a  Robert,  Caroadeiet,  St.  Gene- 
vieve, New  Madrid,  New  Beurbon,  Little  Prairie, 
and  Arkansas,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  which 
lots  have  been  inhabited,  cultivated,  or  possessed, 
prior  to  the  twentieth  day  of  December,  onethon- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  three,  shall  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  confirmed  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  respective  towns  or  villages  aforesaid,  accord- 
ing  to  their  several  right  or  rights  in  commoa 
thereto:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  afifect  the  righu  of 
any^  persons  claiming  the  said  lands,  or  any  part 
thereof,  whose  claims  have  been  confirmed  bf 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  adjusting  and 
settling  claims  to  land  in  the  said  Territory.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  principal  deputjrsQ^ 
veyor  for  the  said  Territory,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to 
survey,  or  cause  to  be  surveyed  and  marked, 
(where  the  same  has  not  already  been  done  ac- 
cording to  law,)  the  out  boundary  lines  of  the 
said  several  towns,  or  villages,  so  as  to  include  the 
out  lots,  common  field  lots,ajid  commons,  thereto 
respectively  belonging.  And  he  shall  make  oat 
plats  of  the  surveys,  which  he  shall  transmit  to 
the  Surveyor  Qenerai,  who  shall  forward  copies  of 
the  said  plats  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Geo- 
eral  Land  Office,  and  to  the  recorder  of  lto<l 
titles;  the  expense  of  surveying  the  said  out 
boundary  lines  ahall  be  paid  by  the  United  States, 
out  of  any  moneys  appropriated  for  surveying  the 
publio  lands:  Provided,  That  the  whole  expense 
shall  not  exceed  three  dollars  for  every  mile  that 
shall  be  actually  surveyed  and  marked. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U further  enacted,  That  all  town 
or  village  lots,  out  lots,  or  common  field  lots,  incla- 
ded  in  such  surveys,  which  are  not  rigbtfallf 
owned  or  claimed  hv  any  private  indtvidaals,  or 
held  as  commons  belonging  to  such  towns  or  Til- 
lages, or  that  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
may  not  think  proper  to  reserve  for  ntilitsry  pur- 
poses, shall  be,  aod  the  same  are  hereby,  reserved 
for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  respective  towns 
or  villages  aforesaid:  Provided^  Thai  the  whole 
quantity  of  land  contained  in  the  lou  reserved 
for  the  support  of  schools,  in  any  one  town  or 
village,  shaU  not  exceed  ooe-tweatieth  part  of  the 
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'hole  lands  ioeliided  ia  the  general  sarvey  of 
ich  (own  or  village. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  erery 
aim  toa  dooaiioD  of  lands  in*  the  said  Territory, 
I  virtue  of  settlement  and  cultivation,  which  is 
nbraced  by  a  report  of  the  Commissioners, 
ansmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
bicb,  by  the  said  report,  shall  appear  not  to  have 
>eo  confirmed,  merely  because  permission,  by 
le  proper  Spanish  ofi&cer,  to  settle,  has  not  been 
ily  proven;  or  because  the  tract  claimed,  al- 
loogh  inhabited  was  not  cultivated  on  the  twen- 
eth  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
id  three,  or  not  to  have  been  confirmed  on  ae- 
lODt  of  both  said  causes ;  the  same  shall  be  con- 
'med,  in  case  it  shall  appear  that  the  tract  so 
aimed  was  inhabited  by  tlie  claimant  or  some 
le  for  bis  use  prior  to  the  twentieth  day  of  De- 
imber,one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three  as 
bresaid,  and  cultivated  in  eight  months  there- 
ier,  subject,  however,  to  every  other  limitation 
td  restriction  prescribed  by  former  laws  in  re- 
•ect  to  such  claims;  and  in  all  cases  where  it 
lall  appear,  by  the  said  report,  or  other  records  of 
e  board,  that  claims  to  land  have  not  been  con< 
med  merely  on  the  ground  that  the  claim  was 
ra  greater  quantity  than  eight  hundred  arpens, 
rench  measure,  every  such  claim,  to  the  extent 
eight  hundred  arpens,  shall  be  confirmed. 
Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
corder  of  land  titles  for  the  said  Territory  shall, 
iihout  delay,  make  an  extract  from  the  books 
the  said  Boarrd  of  Commissioners  of  all  the 
aims  to  land  which  are,  by  the  preceding  sec- 
)D,  directed  to  be  confirmed,  a  copy  of  which 
shall  transmit  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
eneral  Land  Ofiice ;  and  he  shall  furnish  the 
iocipal  deputy  survevor  with  a  propet  descrip- 
m  of  the  tracts  so  to  be  confirmed,  wherein  the 
aotity,  locality,  boundaries  and  connexion, 
lien  practicable,  with  eachother,and  those  tracts 
at  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Com^ 
issiooers,  shall  be  btated.  And  whenever  plats 
the  surveys,  as  hereinafter  directed,  shall  have 
en  returned  to  the  said  recorder's  office,  it  shall 
his  duty  to  issue  for  each  tract  to  be  confirmed, 
aforesaid,  to  the  person  entitled  thereto,  a  cer* 
icate  in  favor  of  the  party,  which  shall  be  trans- 
iited  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Bee ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction 
the  said  Commissioner  that  such  certificate 
s  been  fairly  obtained,  according  to  the  true 
tent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  then,  in  that  case, 
tents  shall  be  granted  in  like  manner  as  is  pro* 
led  by  law  for  the  other  lands  of  the  United 
ates. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
iocipal  deputy  surveyor  shall  survey,  under  the 
rection  of  the  Surveyor  G(eneral,  so  much  of  the 
ids  in  the  said  Territory,  to  which  the  Indian 
le  has  been  extinguished,  as  the  President  of 
e  United  States  may  direct,  into  townships  of 
c  miles  square,  by  lines  running  due  north  and 
uth,  and  others  crossinfi[  these  at  right  angles; 
d  also  the  lands,  the  claims  to  which  are  direct- 
to  be  confiused,  by  the  third  section  of  this 


act ;  and  the  lands,  the  claims  to  which  have 
been  confirmed  bv  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
where  the  same  has  not  already  been  suryeyea 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  And 
the  said  principal  deputy  surveyor  shall  make 
out  a  general  and  connected  plat  of  all  the  surveys 
directed  by  this  act  to  be  made,  or  which  have 
already  been  made  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  which,  he  shall  transmit  to  the 
Surveyor  Greneral,  who  shall  transmit  copies  of 
the  said  plat  or  plats  to  the  recorder  of  land  titles 
and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ofiice. 
The  expense  of  surveying  shall  be  paid  by  the 
United  States:  Provided^  The  same  shall  not  in 
the  whqle  exceed  three  dollars  a  mile  for  everr 
mile  that  shall  be  actually  surveyed  and  marked. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  all 
cases  where  by  reason  of  the  indefinite  descrip- 
tion of  the  local  situation  and  boundaries  of  any 
tracts  the  claim  to  which  has  been  confirmed  by 
the  commissioners,  the  same  cannot  be  ascertained 
by  the  principal  deputy  surveyor,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  01  the  recorder  of  land  titles,  on  the  appli* 
cation  of  the  said  principal  deputy,  to  furnish 
such  precise  description  thereof  as  can  be  ob- 
tained  from  the  records  in  his  office  and  the  books 
of  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners;  and,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  more  correctly  ascertaining  the 
locality  and  boundaries  of  any  such  tracts,  the 
said  principal  deputy  shall  have  free  access  at 
all  reasonable  hours  to  the  books  and  papers  in 
the  recorder's  ofiice  relating  to  land  claims,  and 
be  permitted  to  take  copies,  or  such  extracts  there- 
from, or  any  of  them,  as  he  may  think  proper  and 
necessary  for  the  discharge  of  his  duty  in  execu- 
ting sucn  surveys.  And  the  said  recorder  shall 
be  allowed  twenty-five  cents  for  the  description 
of  each  tract  which  he  shall  furnish  to  the  prin- 
cipal deputy  surveyor  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
person  or  persons  claimiag  lands  in  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  who  are  actual  settlers  on  the  lands 
which  they  claim,  and  whose  claims  have  not 
been  heretofore  filed  with  the  recorder  of  land 
titles  for  the  said  Territory,  shall  be  allowed  until 
the  first  day  of  December  next  to  deliver  notices 
in  writing,  and  the  written  evidences  of  their 
claims  to  the  said  recorder;  and  the  notices  and 
evidences  so  delivered,  within  the  time  limited 
by  this  act,  shall  be  recorded  in  the  same  manner, 
and  on  pa3rmettt  of  the  same  fees,  as  if  the  same 
had  been  delivered  before  the  first  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight;  but  the 
rights  of  such  persons  as  shall  neglect  so  doing 
within  the  time  limited  by  this  act,  shall,  so  far 
as  they  are  derived  from,  or  founded  on,  any  act 
of  Congress,  ever  after  be  barred  and  become  void, 
and  the  evidences  of  their  claims  never  after  ad* 
mitted  as  evidence  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States,  against  any  grant  derived  from  the  United 
States. 

Sbo.  8.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
said  recorder  of  land  titles  shall  have  the  same 
powers  and  perform  the  same  diities  in  relation 
to  the  claims  thus  filed  before  the  first  day  of 
December  ne;tt,  and  the  clatma  which  haye  been 
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heretofore  filed,. but  not  decided  on  b]r  th^  com- 
missioners, as  the  Board  of  Commissioners  bad 
by  former  laws  respecting  claims,  filed  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  el^ht  hundred 
and  eight,  except  that  all  of  bis  decisions  shall  be 
subject  to  the  revision  of  Congress.  And  it  eball 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  recorder  to  make,  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  a  re- 

Eort  of  all  the  claims  which  shall  be  thus  filed 
efore  the  first  day  of  December  next,  and  of  the 
claims  which  have  been  already  filed,  but  not  de- 
cided on  by  the  said  commissioners,  together  with 
the  substance  of  the  evidence  in  support  thereof, 
with  bis  opinion,  and  such  remarks  as  he  may 
think  proper ;  which  report,  toj^etber  with  a  list  of 
the  claims  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  re- 
corder, ought  to  be  confirmed,  shall  be  laid  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  before 
Congress,  at  their  next  session,  for  their  determi- 
nation thereon.  The  said  recorder,  in  addition  to 
kis  salary  as  fixed  by  law,  shall  be  allowed  fifty 
cents  for  each  claim  which  has  been  filed^  but  not 
decided  on  by  the  commissioners,  or  which  shall 
be  filed  according  to  this  act,  and  on  which  he 
shall  make  a  decision,  whether  such  deciifion  be 
in  favor  of,  or  against  the  claim,  and  a  further 
allowance  of  five  hundred  dollars,  which  shall 
be  paid  after  be  shall  have  made  his  report  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office;  which 
allowance  of  fifty  cents,  for  each  claim  decided 
on,  and  five  hundred  dollars  on  the  completion  of 
the  business,  shall  be  in  full  compensation  for 
his  services,  including  clerk-hire,  respecting  the 
claims  to  be  decided  on  according  to  this  act. 
Approved,  June  13, 1812. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  remission  of  forfeited  recogni- 
sances witlun  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  have  the  power  to  grant  re- 
missions of  the  forfeitures  of  all  recognisances 
acknowledged  and  taken,  or  to  be  acknowledged 
and  taken,  hefore  any  court,  jod^e,  justice  of  the 
peace,  or  other  magistrate,  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  either  in  the  course  of  any  criminal 
prosecution,  or  for  surety  of  the  peace. 

Approved,  June  17,  1812. 


Ao  Act  authorizing  the  cutting  and  making  a  canal 
ijrom  the  river  Potomac  around  the  west  end  of  the 
dam  or  causeway  from  Mason's  island,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  common  coisncil  of 
Alexandria  shall  have  power  to  appoint  one  or 
more  agents  to  lay  out  and  superintend  the  cut- 
ting and  making  a  canal  from  the  river  Potomac 
around  the  west  end  of  the  dam  orcauseway  from 
Mason's  island  to  the  western  shore  of  the  said 
river,  into  that  arm  of  said  river  which  passes 
around  the  western  side  of  said  island,  in  the 
manner  and  under  ihe  restrictions  hereinafter 
directed  ;  and,  from  the  river  Potomac  along  the 
west  side  of  Alexander's  peninsula,  into  said  riv- 
er, below  the  lower  end  of  said  peninsula,  and 
through  any  other  points  of  land  between  Ma- 


son's  island  and  Alexandria,  which  may  impioTe 
the  boat  navigation  of  said  river;  and, also,  tbai 
the  said  common,  council  of  Alexandria  hire 
power  to  levy  a  tax  upon  the  real  property  of 
the  said  town,  and  upon  the  personal  propntf 
and  the  occupations  of  the  citizens  thereof,  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  cuitiog 
and  making  said  canals,  and,  afterwards,  for  coo- 
tinning  the  same  in  good  repair;  and  for  ecm- 
siructing,  and  keeping  in  repair,  and  aiteodiog, 
at  all  times  during  high  water,  the  guard-gates, 
or  lock,  hereinafter  directed  to  be  coostnicted 
in  the  canal,  authorized  to  be  cot  as  aforesaid. 
around  the  west  end  of  the  causeway  from  Ma- 
son's island,  and  of  erecting  the  bridges  hereio- 
after  mentioned,  and  for  keeping  the  same  is 
repair. 

S«c.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shaii 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  agent  or  ageou 
or  a  majority  of  them,  to  agree  with  the  owom 
of  any  land,  threugb  which  either  of  the  said 
canals  is  intended  to  pas.<),  for  the  purchase  tbere 
of,  and,  in  case  of  disagreement,  or,  in  case  tke 
owner  thereof  shall  be  a  feme  coveri.  under  age. 
noa  compos,  or  ont  of  the  District,  on  applieatioi 
to  one  of  the  lodges  of  the  circuit  court  of  (be 
District  of  Columbia,  the  said  judge  shall  issit 
his  warrant,  directed  to  the  Marshal  of  the  Dis- 
trict, to  summon  and  empannel  twelve  able  ud 
discreet  freeholders  of  the  vicinage,  noways  re- 
lated to  either  party,  to  meet  on  some  certain 
place,  on  the  ground  through  which  the  said  canal 
IS  proposed  to  be  conducted,  and  on  a  certaiodar. 
to  be  expressed  in  the  warrant,  of  which  reasoi- 
able  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  marshal  to  the 
proffrietors.or  tenants  of  said  ground;  aod  the 
marshal,  irpon  receiving  the  said  warrant,  shall 
forthwith,  sommon  the  said  jary,  and,  wjbeo  met, 
shall  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  every 
juryman  that  he  will,  faithfully,  justly,  aod  im- 
partially value  the  land,  not  exceeding  the  vidih 
of  thirty  feet,  and  all  damages  the  owner  thereof 
will  sustain  by  cutting  the  canal  through  such 
land,  according  to  the  best  of  his  skill  aod  judg- 
ment; and  the  inquisition  thereupon  takeD&hill 
be  signed  by  the  marshal  and  the  jurvmen  pres- 
ent, and  returned  by  the  marshal  to  the  clerk  of 
the  court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria  to  bebf 
him  recorded;  and,  upon  every  such  vaioaiioD. 
the  jury  is  hereby  directed  to  describe  and  ascer- 
tain the  bounds  of  the  land  by  them  valued,  and 
their  valuation  shall  be  conclusive  on  all  penoB^! 
and  shall  be  paid  by  the  agent  or  agents  to  the 
owner  of  the  land,  or  his  or  her  legal  representa- 
tives; and,  on  payment  thereof,  said  caoal  mif 
be  cut  and  made  through  said  lands,  and  said  de 
scribed  land  and  canal  shall  become  an  open  hifh- 
way  forever;  Provided,  They,  nor  the  waters  of 
the  said  canals,  or  either  of  them,  shall  not  be 
used  for  any  other  purpose  than  navigation,  hat 
by  the  consent  of  the  owner  of  the  lands  throogb 
which  said  canal  may  pass. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  emacted,  That  the 
canal  authorized  ro  be  cut  as  aforesaid  aroaod 
the  west  end  of  the  causeway,  and  not  nearer 
than  one  hundred  feet  to  the  laad,  and  of  the 
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lower  side  of  the  wharf,  formerly  used  as  a  ferrf 
wbarf,  froiti  Mason's  island,  shall  coram eoee  at 
some  point  on  the  western  shore  of  the  Potomac 
lirer,  abo?ea  bigh  rock  situated  about  thirtjr  yards 
abore  the  said  causeway,  thence  to  proceed,  leav* 
io|f  the  said  high  rock  between  said  canal  and  the 
rirer,  and  passing  at  a  distasice  of  at  least  twenty 
feet  from  the  original  walls  of  said  cause iray, 
ihali  enter  said  river  at  the  distance  of  at  least 
tweoty  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  yards  be- 
lov  said  causeway ;  that  said  canal  shall  not  be 
oarrower  than  twelve  feet,  nor  wider  than  twenty 
feel  at  the  bottom^  and  shall  not  contain  less  than 
iwo  feet,  nor  more  than  four  feet  water  in  depth 
It  common  low  tide,  and  shall  be  substantially 
vailed  with  stone  on  both  sides  throughout ;  and 
f,  CD  excavating  the  site  for  the  said  canal  at  the 
»roper  depth,  it  does  not  prove  to  be  a  bottom  of 
M  rock,  then  the  same  shall  be  securely  paved 
;t  the  bottom  with  heavy  flat  stone,  well  laid,  for 
he  whole  or  such  part  as  may  not  be  a  bottom  of 
latoral  rock.  And  the  said  canal  shall  be  further 
eeored  by  wing  walls  and  puddle  on  the  river 
ide,  to  prevent  the  water  from  undermining  the 
aoseway  walls.  There  shall  also  be  erected  in 
aid  canal  for  the  protection  of  said  causeway, 
uriog  the  times  of  high  freshes,  two  substantial 
uard  gates,  as  high  an  the  parapet  wall  of  said 
aoseway,  one  at  least  twenty  feet  above  said 
auseway,  and  the  other  at  aauifable  distance 
elow  said  causeway,  which  gates  shall  be  con- 
ecied  by  waUs  with  said  parapet  wall,  and  of 
]ual  height,  so  as  to  form  a  complete  lock,  to  be 
rmly  secured  at  the  bottom,. and  with  the  usual 
pparatus  for  opening  and  shutting  the  same,  to 
iciiitate  the  passage  of  boats;  and  it  shall  be  the 
Qty  of  the  said  common  council  of  Alexandria 
»  provide,  that  always  during  the  times  of  high 
eshes  aforesaid,  a  careful  person  shall  attend 
id  gates  to  keep  them  shot,  at  which  times  they 
tail  never  be  opened  except  for  the  passage  of 
>ats,  and  forever  to  keep  the  aaid  lock  and  the 
lid  canal,  in  all  its  walls,  wings,  pavements, 
lies, and  other  parts,  in  complete  repair;  and  if 
e  said  causeway  should  at  any  time  be  injured 
consequence  of  the  said  common  council  hav* 
jS  failed  to  take  the  precautionary  measures 
bresaid,  and  to  keep  every  part  of  the  work  done 
r  them  in  good  repair,  the  said  common  council 
ail  be  liable  to  the  corporation  of  Qeorgetown 
r  all  damages  said  corporation  may  sustain  by 
ch  injury 9  to  be  assessed  by  a  jury  in  an  action 
I  the  case,  to  be  brought  by  said  corporation 
ainst  said  common  council ;  and  it  shall  also  be 
e  duty  of  the  said  common  council  of  Alex- 
dria  to  erect  over  said  canal,  where  it  shall  cross 
e  turnpike  road  which  leads  from  said  cause- 
ly  to  Alexandria,  a  substantial  stone  bridge,  at 
1st  twenty  feet  wide,  and  to  keep  the  same  aU 
lys  in  repair. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  iijurther  enacted,  That  if  any 
tier  of  the  said  canals  shall  be  cut  across  any 
bli<^  highway,  that  a  good  and  sufficient  bridge 
&11  in  such  place  be  made  over  the  canal,  at  least 
enty  feet  wide,  and  kept  in  constant  repair  by 
3  said  common  counbil  of  Alexandria, 


Sec.  5.  And  be  it  furGker  enacted,  That  the 
aforesaid  canal  around  the  west  end  of  the  causes 
way  aforesaid,  shall  be  commenced  within  two 
years,  and  shall  be  completed  in  the  manner  here- 
in before  provided,  within  five  years  from  this 
time,  otherwise  the  authority  herein  given  to  cut 
said  canal  shall  cease  and  determine. 

Sac  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  in  case 
of  the  death,  removal,  or  refusal  to  act,  of  any 
agent,  the  common  council  of  Alexandria  shall 
appoint  another,  and  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
supply  vacancies  that  may  occur,  and  that  in  all 
cases  a  majority  of  the  agents  shall  be  suflScient 
to  act.  « 

Sac.  7.  And  be  itfur^er  enacted^  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  boat  or  boats  to  pass  the 
said  canal  around  the  western  end  of  the  said 
causeway,  ontil  the  comtnissioners,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  hereinafter  named,  shall  have  certified 
under  their  hands,  that,  according  to  the  best  of 
their  skill  and  judgments,  the  said  land  is  located 
and  cut,  and  the  walls,  wings,  lock,  and  gates  are 
erected  and  the  pavement  laid,  and  the  whole 
work  executed  and  completed,  in  every  respect 
conformably  to  the  directions,  true  intent  and 
meaning'  of  this  act,  and  until  the  certificate 
signed  as  aforesaid  shall  be  returned  and  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  court  of  the  county  of  Alexan- 
dria. 

Seo.  8.  And  be  itfiirther  enacted.  That  so  soon 
as  the  common  council  of  Alexandria  shall  notify 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  the  said 
canal  round  the  western  end  of  the  causeway 
aforesaid  is  completed,  and  ready  for  the  view  and 
inspection  of  the  commissioners,  then  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutes,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  to  appoint  with- 
out delay  three  disinterested  and  skilful  persons 
as  commissioners,  to  go  upon,  view,  and  inspect, 
the  canal  and  premises  aforesaid,  and  thereupon, 
if  in  their  judgments,  and  not  otherwise,  the 
said  canal  be  in  all  respects  executed  and  com- 
pleted as  herein  directed,  to  certify  the  same,  and 
cause  their  certificate  to  be  returned  and  filed  in 
manner  aforesaid.  And  that  the  said  commis* 
sioners  for  so  doing  shall  be  entitled  to  a  reason- 
able compensation,  to  be  paid  by  the  common 
council  or  Alexandria. 

Seo.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
earth  or  other  materials,  taken  from  the  bed  of 
the  said  canal,  shiill  not  be  deposited  to  the  injury 
of  the  owners  of  the  lands  through  which  the 
said  canal  may  pass. 

Approved,  June  17. 1812. 


An  Act  declaring  war  between  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  dependencies 
thereof,  and  the  United  States  of  America  and  their 
Territories. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  war  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  declared  to  exist  between  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the 
dependencies  thereof,  and  the  United  States  of 
America  and  their  Territories ;  and  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized 
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to  use  the  whole  hind  and  naral  force  of  tiie  Uni- 
ted States  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  and  to 
issue  to  prirate  armed  vesseUof  the  United  States 
commissions  of  marque  and  general  reprisal,  in 
such  form  as  be  shall  think  proper,  and  under  the 
seal  of  the  United  States,  against  the  vessels,  e^oods, 
and  effects,  of  the  Grovernroent  of  the  said  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the 
subjects  thereof. 

Approved.  June  18,  1612. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  laws  within  the   District  of 

Columbia. 

Be  it  enactedy  f  c,  That  all  promissory  notes 
for  the  payment  of  money  hereafter  drawn  and 
endorsed,  or  transferred,  within  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  be 
governed  by,  and  subject  to,  the  same  laws  as  are 
now  in  force  and  applicable  to  such  notes,  drawn, 
endorsed,  or  transferred,  within  the  county  of 
Washington,  in  the  said  District ;  and  the  rights, 
remedies,  and  responsibility,  of  the  person  or  per* 
sons  hereafter  holding,  drawing,  endorsing,  or 
transferring,  any  such  promissory  note,  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  the  same  within  the  county  of 
Alexandria  as  they  now  are  within  the  said 
county  of  Washington  ;  and  all  laws  now  in  force 
within  the  said  county  of  Alexandria,  contrary 
to  this  provision,  are  hereby  repealed. 
•  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  creditor  of  any  insolvent  debtor, 
who  shall  hereafter  apply  fur  relief  under  the  act 
of  Congress,  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  entitled 
^*An  act  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,"  to  make  the  same  al- 
legations in  writing,  at  aoy  time  before  the  oath 
of  insolvency  shall  be  administered,  as  are  now 
permitted  by  the  seventh  section  of  said  act. 
which  allegation  shall  be  made  before  the  judge 
by  whom  the  oath  of  insolvency  is  proposed  to 
be  administered,  and  a  copy  of  the  same,  together 
with  a  notification  from  such  judge  of  the  time 
and  place  at  which  the  truth  of  such  allegation 
is  to  be  tried,  shall  be  forthwith  served  on  such 
insolvent,  and  aoy  one  judge  of  the  said  District 
shall  have  the  same  power  aod  authority  to  ex- 
amiiie  the  debtor,  or  any  other  person,  on  oath, 
tottchtng  the  substance  of  the  said  allegation,  or 
to  direct  an  issue  or  issues  to  be  tried  before  him, 
in  a  summary  way,  to  determine  the  truth  of  the 
'same,  as  are  now  vested  in  the  court  of  the  said 
District  by  the  seventh  section  o(  the  said  act ; 
and  if,  upon  the  answer  to  the  said  interrogato- 
ries, or  upon  the  trial  of  the  issue  or  issues,  such 
debtor  shall  be  found  guilty  of  any  fraud  or  de- 
ceit towards  his  creditors,  or  of  naving  lost  by 
gaming,  within  twelve  months  next  preceding  hia 
application  for  relief,  more  than  tnree  hundred 
dollars,  or  of  having  within  that  time  assigned 
or  conveyed  any  part  of  his  property,  rights,  or 
credits,  with  an  intent  to  give  a  preference  to  any 
creditor  or  creditors,  or  any  surety,  be  shall  not 
be  permitted  to  take  the  said  oath,  and  shall  be 
precluded  fronou  aoy  benefit  under  the  sfiid  act ; 


and  in  case  any  such  debtor,  or  any  ether  persos. 
shall,  at  any  time  thereafter,  be  coavicted  of 
swearing  or  af&rming  wilfully  and  corruptly  to 
any  matter  or  thing  touching  the  inquiry  afore- 
said, the  person  so  offending  shall  suffer  as  in  the 
case  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury;  aod  upoa 
such  conviction  of  the  debtor,  or  any  other  per- 
son testifying  for  him,  such  debtor  shall  be  for- 
ever precluded  from  any  benefit  under  theuiJ 
act ;  but  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  in  any  manner  impairing^  or  repnlio; 
the  provisions  of  the  seventh  section  of  ibe 
said  act. 

See.  3.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
benefit  of  the  prison  rules  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
any  debtor,  hereafter  taken  or  charged  in  execu- 
tion within  the  said  District,  for  more  than  ooe 
year  from  the  date  of  the  bond  given  by  him  or 
her  for  keeping  within  the  said  rules ;  after  the 
expiration  of  which  time,  if  the  person  so  taken 
or  charged  in  execution  shall  not  be  discharged 
bv  due  course  of  law,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  (he 
Marshal  or  other  officer  to  whose  custody  sach 
person  was  committed,  to  recommit  him  or  her 
to  close  jail  and  confinement,  there  to  remaia 
until,  the  debt  for  which  he  or  she  was  taken  or 
charged  in  execution  shall  be  paid,  or  uotti  he 
or  she  shall  be  discfaarffed  under  the  act  ot  Con- 
gress for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  wiehio 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Sgo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  retl 
estate  in  the  county  of  Alexandria  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  payment  of  debts  hereafter  contracted, 
m  the  same  manner,  to  the  «ame  extent,  aod  by 
the  same  process,  as  real  estate  in  the  coaotf  of 
Washington  is  subject  to  the  payment  of  debts 
by  the  laws  now  in  force  in  the  said  count jr  of 
Washington,  the  operation  of  which  laws  is 
hereby  extended  to  real  estate  in  the  said  couotr  o( 
Alexandria  for  the  satisfaction  of  debts  hereal'ter 
contracted. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on  anf 
judgment  or  decree  rendered,  or  hereafter  to  be 
rendered,  by  the  said  court,  in  either  of  (be»id 
counties,  any  writ  of  execution,  which  shill 
thereupon  issue,  may  be  served  and  carried  iaro 
effect  m  either  county  in  which  the  person  or 
property,  liable  to  the  said  judgment  or  decree. 
may  be  found;  but  the  writ  of  executioo  shall  be 
returnable  only  to  the  court  wherein  such  jod;* 
ment  or  decree  was  rendered  and  from  whence  it 
issued ;  and  such  execution  shall  have  the  sine 
force  and  effect  as  if  it  had  issued  from  thecoostf 
where  such  person  or  his  property  may  he  foond. 

See.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  upoa 
all  judgments. rendered  on  the  common  law  side 
of  the  circuit  court  of  said  District,  iu  actioos 
founded  on  contracts,  interest  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  centum  per  annum  shall  be  awarded  on  the 
principal  sum  due,  until  the  said  judgmeou  shall 
be  satisfied,  and  the  amount  which  is  to  bear  in- 
terest, and  the  time  from  which  it  is  to  be  |)aid, 
shall  be  asceruined  by  the  verdict  of  the  jury 
sworn  in  the  cause. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
any  injunction  shall  hereafter  be  obtained  tosttf 
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roceediogs  oa  anf  judgment  rendered  for  money 
1  the  circuit  court  of  the  raid  District,  and  sueh 
ijuDctioo  shall  be  dissolred  wholly  or  in  part 
images,  at  the  rale  of  ten  per  centum  per  an- 
am  from  the  time  the  injunction  shall  be  a  ward- 
i  QDtil  dissolution,  shall  be  paid  by  the  party  on 
'hose  behalf  sueh  injunction  was  obtained  on 
leh  sum  as  appears  to  be  due,  including  costs, 
sd  execution  on  the  judgment  enjoined  shall  be 
saed  for  the  same ;  and  in  eases  where  a  forth- 
)miog  bond  shall  have  been  executed  by  the 
)mptainant,  and  no  judgment  shall  h are  been 
odered  thereupon,  the  court  in  which  execu- 
9D  shall  be  awarded  shall  direct  the  said  dam- 
;es  to  be  included  in  the  judgment,  which  dam- 
[es  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  in  full  satisfaction  of 
terest  for  the  time  for  which  they  shall  be  al- 
m^:  Provided,  That  when  the  injunction  shall 
!  granted  to  obtain,  a  discovery,  or  any  part  of 
e  judgment  shall  remain  enjoined,  the  court 
sv,  if  it  appear  just,  direct  that  such  damage 
ait  not  be  paid,  or  only  such  proportion  thereof 
they  may  deem  expedient. 
Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  any 
ril  suit  or  action  at  laWf  or  any  criminal  or 
Dai  prosecution  by  information  or  indictment, 
iw  depending,  or  hereafter  to  be  commenced, 
e  court,  upon  a  suggestion  in  writing  by  any 
the  parties  thereto,  supported  by  the  oath  or 
irmation  that  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  cannot 
had  in  the  county  where  such  suit  or  action 
depending,  may  order  the  same  suit  or  action 
be  removed  into  the  court  holden  in  the  other 
iioty  in  the  said  District ;  and  the  same  shall 
prosecuted  and  tried  according  to  law,  and  the 
Igment  carried  into  full  effect;  and  it  shall  be 
!  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  one  county  to  trans - 
t  lo  the  clerk  of  the  other  county  a  copy  of  the 
ord  of  the  proceedings,  and  all  the  original 
lers  filed  in  his  office  in  the  suit  or  action  ;  and 
like  manner  in  any  criminal  or  penal  prosecu- 
Q  aforesaid,  by  information  oi  indictments  if 
t  Attorney  for  the  United  States  for  the  Dis* 
:t  of  Columbia  shall  suggest  in  writing,  under 
signature,  to  the  court  of  the  county,  before 
om  any  such  information  or  indictmenf  is  or 
y  be  depending,  that  the  United  States  cannot 
re  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  in  such  county,  the 
irt  may  order  the  trial  to  be  prosecuteo  and 
i  in  the  other  county,  for  which  purpose  the 
ceedings  and  all  original  papers  nled  in  said 
ise  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  court  of  such 
er  county,  where  the  same  shall  be  tried  and 
sec u ted  to  final  judgment  and  execution. 
)ec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  here- 
IX  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  inhabitant  or  in- 
litants  in  ehher  of  the  said  counties  owning 
I  possessing  any  slave  or  slaves  therein,  to  re- 
ve  the  same  from  one  county  into  the  other, 
t  to  exercise  freely  and  folly  all  the  rights  of 
perty  in  and  over  the  said  slave  or  slaves 
rein,  which  Would  be  exercised  over  him,  her, 
hem,  in  the  county  from  whence  the  removal 
i  made,  anything  in  any  legislative  act  iq  force 
his  time,  in  either  of  the  said  counties,  to  the 
trary  notwithstanding. . 


Bbc.  10.  And  be  itfitrthir  enacted,  That,  in 
paying  the  debts  of  any  deceased  person,  the  ex- 
ecutor or  administrator,  who  shall  hereafter  qual- 
ify and  obtain  letters  testamentary,  or  of  admin- 
istration in  the  orphans'  court  in  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  shall  observe  the  following  rules: 
Funeral  expenses  shall  be  first  paid,  next  judg- 
ments and  decrees  against  the  deceased  obtained 
in  his  lifetime  in  the  said  District  shall  be  wholly 
dischafged  before  any  other  claims ;  after  such 
funeral  expenses,  judgments,  and  decrees,  within 
the  said  District,  shall  be  satisfied,  all  other  just 
claims  shall  be  admitted  to  payment  on  an  equal 
footing,  without  priority  or  preference,  and  in 
equal  proportion  ;  if  there  be  not  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge all  such  judgments  and  decrees,  a  propor- 
tionable dividenil  shall  be  made  among  the  judg- 
ment  and  decree  creditors  aforesaid.  In  no  case 
shall  an  executor  or  administrator  aforesaid  be 
allowed  to  retain  for  his  own  claim  against  the 
deceased,  unless  the  same  he  passed  by  the  or- 
phans' court,  and  when  passed  it  shall  stand  on 
an  equal  footing  with  other  claims  of  like  nature ; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  executor  or  ad- 
ministrator aforesaid  to  give  in  a  claim  against 
himself,  and  no  executor  or  administrator  shall 
discharge  any  claim  against  the  deceased,  other- 
wise than  at  his  own  risk,  unless  the  same  shall 
be  first  passed  by  the  orphans'  court  granting  the 
administration. 

SeO.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  ot  persons  to  whom 
letters  testamentaryor  of  administration  have  been 
or  may  hereafter  be  granted  by  the  proper  author- 
ity in  any  of  the  United  States  or  the  Territories 
thereof,  to  maintain  any  suit  or  action,  and  to 
prosecnie  and  recover  any  claim  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  letters 
testamentary  or  of  administration  had  been  grant- 
ed to  such  person  or  persons  by  the  proper  author- 
ity in  the  said  District;  and  the  letters  testamen- 
tary or  of  administration,  or  a  copy  thereof,  cer- 
tified under  the  seal  of  the  authority  granting  the 
same,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  to  prove  the 
granting  thereof,  and  that  the  person  or  persons, 
as  the  case  may  be,  has  or  have  admioistration. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in- 
stead of  the  sessions  as  heretofore  by  law  direct- 
ed, the  courts  for  the  county  of  Alexandria  shall, 
after  this  act  goes  into  operation,  commence  on 
the  third  Monday  in  April,  and  on  the  fourth 
Monday  in  November  in  every  year;  and  all 
cases^  motions,  process,  causes,  matters  and  things, 
pending  in  or  returnable  to  the  sessions  as  here- 
tofore fixed  bjr  law,  shall  be  continued  and  re- 
tuirned  respectively  to  the  sessions  of  the  said 
court  hereby  appointed  to  be  holden. 

Sbo.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  constables  of  the  county 
of  Washington  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  upon 
a  capiat  ad  satisfaciendum  issuing  out  of  the 
clerk's  office  of  the  said  county,  in  conformity 
with'the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  ^*An  act 
concerning  the  pistrict  of  Columbia,"  to  take 
thede^ndant  into  custody,  on  his  failure  to  pay 
the  d«bt  aad  costs  in  such  capias  ad  saUsfaeten- 
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dupi  mentioned,  forthwith,  uipon  the  application 
of  the  plaintiff,  to  deliver  into  the  prison  of  the 
said  county  saeh  defendant,  to  be  held  in  the  said 
prison  by  the  marshal  of  the  District  of  Colam- 
oia  until  he  shall  be  released  by  dae  course  of 
law. 

Sfic.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  marshal  shall  be  entitled  to  the  ?!ame  fee  for 
commitment  and  releasement  of  said  debtor  com- 
mitted as  aforesaid,  and  the  same  aHowabce  for 
his  maintenance,  and  to  be  paid  in  the  aame  man-* 
oer,  hs  are  alread v  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  upon 
9^  fieri  facias  issuing  out  of  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  county  of  Washington,  upon  the  pdg^ 
ment  of  a  magistrate,  the  plaintiff  upon  sneh^rt 
facioB  shall  be  entitled  to  have  his  execution 
against  the  goods  and  chattel?,  lands  and  tene- 
ments, rights  and  credits,  of  the  defendant. 

Sec.  16  And  he  it  fkgrther  enacted^  That  this 
act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  September  next. 

Approved,  June  24, 1812. 


An  Act  concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and  priaie 

goods. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby^  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  revoke  and  annul  at  plea^ 
sure  all  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  which  he 
shall  or  may  at  any  time  grant  pursuant  to  an  act 
entitled  ^^An  act  declaring  war  between  the  Uni- 
ted Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
the  dependencies  thereof,  and  the  United  States 
of  America  and  their  Territories." 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furrier  enacted,  That  all  per- 
sons applying  for  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal, 
pursuant  to  the  act  aforesaid,  shall  state  in  wri- 
ting the  name  and  a  suitable  description  of  the 
tonnaffe  and  force  of  the  vessel,  and  the  name 
and  {)raee  of  residence  of  each  owner  concerned 
therein,  and  the  iptended  number  of  the  crew ; 
which  statement  shall  be  signed  ^y  the  person  or 
persons  making  such  application,  and  filed  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  or  shall  be  delivered  to 
any  other  officer  or  person  who  shall  be  employed 
to  deliver  out  such  commissions,  to  be  by  him 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  before 
any  commission  of  letters  of  marque  and  repri- 
sal shall  be  issued  as  aforesaid,  the  owner  or 
owners  of  the  ship  or  vessel  for  which  the  same 
shall  be  requested,  and  the  commander  thereof, 
for  the  tiine  being,  shall  give  bond  to  the  United 
States,  with  at  least  two  responsible  sureties,  not 
interested  in  such  vessel,  in  the  penal  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars;  or  if  such  vessel  be  provided 
with  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  then 
in  the  penal  sum  of  ted  thousand  dollars;  with 
condition  (hat  the  owners, officers,  and  crew,  whp 
shall  be  employed  on  board  such  commissioned 
vessel,  shall  and  will  observe  the  treaties  and  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  instructions  which 
shall  be  given  them  according  to  law  for  the  reg- 
ulation of  their  conduct;  and  Will  aaci^y  idl 


damages  and  infjories  which  shall  be  doae  or 
committed  epotrary  to  the  tenor  thereof  by  such 
veaael  daring  her  commissioa,  and  to  delirer  op 
the  same  when  revoked  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ail 
captures  and  prizes  of  vessels  and  propenjr  shall 
be  forfeited  and  shall  accrue  to  the  owners,  offi* 
cers,  and  crews  of  the  vessels  by  whom  saeh  pri- 
zes shall  be  made;  and,  on  due  eondemnattoB 
had,  shall  be  distributed  according  to  any  wmieo 
agreement  which  shall  be  made  between  theo; 
and  if  there  be  no  such  agreement,  then  ooe 
moiely  to  the  owners,  and  the  other  moiety  to 
the  officers  and  crew,  to  be  distributed  befween 
the  officers  and  crew  as  nearly  as  may  be,  a^ 
cording  to  the  rules  prescribed  for  the  distribo- 
lion  of  prize  money,  by  the  act  entitled  ^'Ao  act 
for  the  better  government  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,"  parsed  the  twenty-third  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Tbii  aii 
vessels.  ?oods,  and  effects,  the  property  of  aar 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  of  persons  resi- 
dent within  and  under  the  protection  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States,  or  of  persons  pe rmaaenfly  residnt 
within  and  under  the  protection  of  any  foreift 
Prince,  Qovertrment.  or  State,  in  amity  with  the 
United  States,  whtcn  shall  have  been  captured 
by  the  enemy,  and  which  shall  be  recaptured  bf 
vessels  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  xt- 
stored  to  the  lawful  owners,  upon  payment  br 
them,  respectively,  of  a  just  and  reasonable  sal- 
vage, to  be  determined  by  the  mutual  agreeoeat 
of  the  parties  concerned,'  or  bythe  decree  of  aor 
court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  according  tc 
the  nature  oif  each  case,  agreeably  to  the  proris- 
ions  heretofore  established  by  law.  And  soeh 
salvage  shall  be  distributed  among  the  owneii 
officers,  ahd  crews  of  the  vessels  commisaiosee 
as  aforesaid,  and  making  such  recaptores,  aceoni' 
ing  to  any  written  agreement  which  shall  be  be 
tween  them  ;  and  in  case  of  no  such  agreement, 
then  in  the  same  manner  and  upon  the  same  pria- 
ciplea  hereinbefore  provided  in  case  of  captuie. 

Sbo.  6*  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  befoie 
breaking  bulk  of  4ny  vessel  which  shall  be  cap- 
tured as  aforesaid,  or  other  disposal  or  conrer- 
sion  thereof,  or  of  any  articles  which  sbill  be 
found  OB  board  the  same,  such  captured  vwelr 
goods,  or  effects,  shall  be  brought  into  some  port 
of  the  United  States,  or  into  bome  port  of  lu- 
tion  in  amity  with  the  United  States.  io4 shall 
be  proceeded  against,  before  a  competent  tribu- 
nal, and  after  condemnation  and  forfeitore there 
of,  shall  belong  to  the  owners  and  captors  there- 
of, and  be  distributed  as  aforesaid:  Aadioil^^ 
case  of  all  captured  vessels,  goods,  and  effects. 
which  shall  be  brought  within  the  jurisdictioa 
of  the  United  States,  the  district  conruof  the 
United  States  ahatl  have  exclusive  original  oog^ 
aizance  thereof,  as  in  civil  cases  of  adoiraltr 
and  maritime  jurisdiction ;  and  the  said  coorts. 
or  the  courts,  being  cooru  of  the  Uoited  States. 
into  which  such  cases  shall  be  removed,  aod  io 
which  they  shall  be  finally  decided,  shailtndiBay 
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decree  restitatiOD,  in  wbole  or  in  part,  when  the 
capture  shall  hare  been  made  withont  jDst  cause. 
And  if  made  wichoot  probahle  oanse,  or  other* 
wise  anreasomiblv,  may  order  and  decree  dama- 
ges BDd  costs  to  the  partyr  injured,  and  for  vhkh 
the  owners  and  commanders  of  the  vessels  mak- 
ing such  captdresj  and  also  the  vessels  shall  be 
liable. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  all 
prisoners  found  on  board  any  captured  vessels,  or 
on  board  any  recaptured  vessel,  shall  be  reported 
to  the  collector  of  the  port  in  the  United  States 
in  which  they  shall  first  arrive,  and  shall  be  de- 
livered into  the  custody  of  the  marshal  of  the 
listrict,  or  some  civil  or  military  officer  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  State  in  or  near  snch 
[wrt.  who  shall  take  charge  of  their  safe-keeping 
ind  support,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  a  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  establish  and  order  suita- 
Me  iostrnctions  for  the  better  governing  and.dl- 
'ectin^  the  condnet  of  the  vessels,  so  commis- 
sioned, their  officers  and  crews,  copies  of  which 
shall  be  delivered  by  the  collector  of  the  cus- 
oms  to  the  commanders  when  they  shall  give 
N>nd  as  aforesaid. 

Sec  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  a 
»UDty  shall  be  paid  by  the  United  States  of 
wenty  dollars  for '^ each  person'  on  board  any 
irmed  ship  or  vessel,  belonging  to  the  en^my^  at 
he  commencement  of  an  engagement;  which 
thai]  be  burned.  sunk,-or  destroyed,  by  any  vessel 
ommissioned  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  of 
qual  or  inferior  force,  the  same  to  be  divided  as 
B  other  cases  of  prize  monev. 

Ssc.  10.  And  he  it  furtkir  enacted.  That  the 
ommanding  officer  of  every  vessel  having  a 
ommission,  or  letters  of  marque  and  repnsal, 
aring  the  present  hostilities  between  the  United 
states  and  Great  Britain,  shall  k«ep  a  regular 
>urnal,  containing  a  true  and  exact  account  of 
is  daily  transactions  and  proceedings  with  sneb 
essel  and  the  crew  thereof;  the  ports  and  places 
e  shall  put  into  or  cast  anchor  in  j  the  time  of 
is  stay  there  and.  the  cause  thereof;  the  prizes 
e  shall  take ;  the  nalnre  and  probable  value  of 
ich  prizes;  the  times  and  placea  when  and 
^here  taken,  and  how  and  in  what  manner  he 
)all  dispose  of  ihe  same ;  the  ships  or  vessels  he 
lall  fall  in  with ;  the  times  and  places  when 
id  where  he  shall  meet  with  them,  and  his  ob- 
!rraiions  and  remarks  thereon ;  also,  of  what* 
rer  else  shall  occur  to  him'or  any  of  his  officers 
'  mariners,  or  be  discovered  and  found  out  by 
camination  or  conference  with  any  mariners  or 
issengers  of,  or  in  any  other  ships  and  vessels^ 
'  by  any  other  wajrs  or  means  whatsoever,  toueh- 
g  or  concerning  the  fleets,  vessels,  and  forces  of 
le  enemy,  their  posts  and  places  of  station  and 
(stinatioo,  strength,  numbers,  intents,  and  de- 
fns.  And  sach  jcommanding  officer  ffhall.im* 
ediately  on  his  arrival  in  any  port  of  the  Uni- 
d  States  or  the  Territories  thereof^  from  or 
iring  the  continuance  of  any  voyage  or  eruise, 
oduce  hia  coiaiBisBioa  for  sach  veaael,  and  de- 


liver u)>  such  journal  so  kept  as  aforesaid,  signed 
with  his  proper  name  ana  handwriting,  to  the 
collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs,  at 
or  nearest  to  such  port ;  the  troth  of  which  jour- 
nal shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  com- 
manding officer  for  the  time  being,  and  such  col-  ' 
lector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  c ustoms. shall ^' 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  such  vessel,  order 
the  proper  officer  of  the  customs  to  go  on  board 
and  take  an  account  of.  the  officers  and-  men,  the 
number  and  nature  of  the  guns,  and  whatever 
else  shall  occur  to  bira,  on  examination,  material 
to  be  known ;  and  no  such  vessel  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  sail  out  of  port  again,  after  such  arri- 
val, until  such  journal  shall liave  been  delivered 
up,  and  a  certificate  ob^iaed,  under  the  hand  of 
such  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  cus- 
toms, that  she  is  manned  and  armed  according 
to  her  commission;  and  upon  delivery  of  such 
certificate,  any  former  certificate. of  a  like  nature, 
which  shall  have  been  obtained  by  the  comman- 
der of  such  vessel,  shall  be  delivered  up. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  cap- 
tains and  commanders  of  vessels  having  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal,  in  case  of  falling  in  with 
any  of  the  vessels  of  war  or  revenue  of  the  Uni- 
ted Staiee,  shall  produce  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  such  vessels  their  journals,  commissions, 
and  certificates  as  aforesaid;  and  the  command- 
ing officer  of  such  ships  of  war  or  revenue  shall 
make,  respectively,  a  memorandum  in  such  jour- 
nal of  the  day  on  which  it  was  so  produced  to 
him,  and  shaH  sobserihe  his  name  to  it ;  and  in 
case  such  vessel,  having  letters  of  marque  as 
aforesaid,  shall  put  into  any  foreign  port  where 
there  is  an  American  Consul  or  other  public 
agent  of  the  United  States,  the  commander  shall 
produce  his  journal,  commiasion,  and  certificate 
aforesaid,  to  such  Consul  or  agent*  who  may  go 
on  board  and  number  the  officers  and  crew,  and 
ejNimiiM  the  guns,  and  if  the  same  shall  not  cor- 
respond with  the  commission  and  certificate  re* 
spectively,  such  Consul  or  agent  shall  forthwith 
communicate  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Sio.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
commanders  of  vessels  having  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  as  aforesaid,  neglecting  to  keep  a 
journal,  as  aforesaid,  or  wilfully  making  fraudu- 
lent entries  therein,  or  obliterating  any  material 
transactions  therein,  where  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  is  in  any  manner  eonoerned,  or  re- 
fusing to  produce  such  journal,  commission^  or 
certificate,  pursuant  to  the  preceding  section  oT 
this  act,  then,  and  in  such  cases,  the  commis- 
aians  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  of  such 
vessels,  shall  be  liable  to  be  revoked ;  and  sueh 
commanders,  respectively,  shall  forfeit,  for  every 
such  offence,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  one 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  to  the  informer. 

Sec  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
owners  or  commanders  of  vessels  having  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal,  as  aforesaid,  who  shall 
violate  any  of  the  acts  of  Congress -for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  jrevenne  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
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the  prevention  of  smuggling,  shall  forfeit  the 
commission  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and 
they,  and  the  vessels  owned  or  commanded  by 
them,  sfiall  be  liable  to  all  the  penalties  and  for^ 
feitores  attaching  to  merchant  vessels  in  like 
cases. 

Seo.  14.  Afid  be  it  further  enacted^  That  so 
mach  of  any  act  or  aots  as  prohibits  the  importa- 
tion of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the 
growth,  produce,  and  manufacture,  of  the  domin- 

.  ions,  colonies,  and  dependencies,  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  of 

,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  from 
the  dominions,  colonies,  and  dependencies,  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
be, and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  so  far  as  th« 
same  may  prohibit  the  importation  or  introduc- 
tion into  the  United  States  and  their  Territories 
of  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as  may 
b^ captured  from  the  enemy,  and  made  good  and 
lawful  prize  of  war,  either  by  vessels  having  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal,  or  by  the  vessels  of  war  and 
revenue  of  the  United  States.  And  all  such  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  when  imported  or  brought 
into  the  United  States,  or  their  Territories,  shall 
pay  the  same  duties,  to  be  secured  and  collected  in 
Che  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  re^rulatioos, 
as  the  like  goods,  wares,  and  merohandise,  if  im- 
ported in  vessels  of  the  United  States  from  any 
loreign  port  or  place,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
trade,  are  now,  or  may  at  the  time  be,  liable  to 

pay. 

Sec.  15.  And  he  it  further  enacUd,  That  all 
offences  committed  bv  any  officer  or  seaman  on 
board  any  such  vessel,  having  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  during  the  present  hostilities  against 
Great  Britain,  shaU  be  tried  and  punished  in  such 
manner  as  the  like  offences  are  or  may  be  tried 
and  punished  when  committed  by  anv  person  be- 
longing to  the  public  ships  of  war  oi  the  United 
States :  Provided^  always,  That  all  offenders  who 
shall  be  accused  of  such  crimes  as  are  cognizable 
by  a  court  martial,  shall  be  confined  on  board  the 
vessel  in  which  such  offence  is  alleged  to  have 
been  committed,  until  her  arrival  at£ome  port 
in  the  United  States,  or  their  Territories;  or  until 
she  shall  meet  with  one  or  more  of  the  public 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  abroad,  the 
officers  whereof  shall  be  suffieieoi  to  make  a 
court  martial  for  the  trial  of  the  accused ;  and 
upon  application  made  by  the  commitoder  of 
such  vessel,  on  board  of  which  the  offence  is  al- 
leged to  have  been  committed,  to  the  Secretary 
'of  the  Navy,  or  to  the  commander  or  senior  offi- 
cer of  the  ship  or  ships  of  war  of  the  United  States, 
abroad,  as  aforesaid,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
or  such  commander  or  oficer.  is  liereby  author- 
ized to  order  a  court  martial  of  the  officers  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  trial  of  the  ac- 
cused, who  shall  be  tried  by  the  said  court. 

Sec  10.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an 
act,  entitled  '^An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
the  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States,  for  a  limited  time,"  passed  the 
fourth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twehre ;  ana  an  act,  entitled  *^Aa  act.  to  pro- 


hibit the  eiportatioo  of  specie,  goods,  wares. a&d 
merchandise,  for  a  limited  time,''  passed  April  ths 
fourteenth,  one  thousand  eifl^ht  hundred  and  iwelre. 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  ships  and  vessels  bafing 
commissions  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  (? 
sailing  under  the  same^  be  and  they  hereby  are 
respectively  repealed. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tvo 
per  centum  on  the  net  amount  (after  dedoetiog 
all  charges  and  expenditures)  of  the  prize  mooe? 
arising  from  captured  vessels  and  cargoes,  aad 
on  the  net  amount  of  the  salvage  of  vessels  aod 
cargoes  recaptured  by  the  private  armed  reseb 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  secured  and  paid 
over  to  the  collector,  or  other  chief  officer,  of  ;ae 
customs,  at  the  port  or  place  in  the  United  Siaie. 
at  which  such  captured  or  recaptured  ressdi 
may  arrive ;  or  to  the  Consul,  or  other  pabiic 
agent,  of  the  United  States,  residing  at  tbepon 
or  place,  not  within  the  United  States,  at  wbicb 
such  captured  or  recaptured  vessels  may  imre. 
And  the  moneys  arising  therefrODi  shall  be  bekl 
and  hereby  is  pledged  by  the  Government  of  tke 
United  States,  as  a  fund  for  the  support  and  maia* 
tenance  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  sacbper- 
SODS  as  may  be  slain ;  and  for  the  support  aod 
maintenance  of  such  persons  as  may  be  wooadfu 
and  disabled  on  board  of  the  private  armed  m- 
sels  of  the  United  States,  in  any  en^gemept  vitk 
the  enemy,  to  be  assigned  and  distributed  in  sae^ 
manner  a)k  shall  hereafter  by  law  be  prorided. 

Approved,  June  26, 1812. 


An  Act  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  tbe  Aro; 

of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  infantry  of  tbe 
Army  of  the  United  States  shall  consist  of  twes* 
ty-five  regiments;  and  that  a  regiment  shall  cod* 
sist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieu  tenant  colonel,  one 
major,  one  adjutant,  one  paymaster,  one  quarter- 
master, one  surgeon,  two  surgeons'  mates,  ooe 
quartermaster's  sergeant,  two  prinetpalmusieiafis 
and  ten  companies* 

Seo.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  etch 
con^imny  shall  coi»sist  of  one  captain,  one  first 
lieutenaat,  one  second  lieateaant,  ooeensigajfoor 
sergeatits,  aix  corporals,  two  musicians,  aod  ai&e* 
ty  privates. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  to  tbe 
regiment  of  cavalry,  authorized  by  the  act  pissed 
January  eleventh,  ooe  thousand  eight  baodred 
and  twelve,  entitled  ^*An  actto  raise  ao  additioB- 
al  military  force,"  there  shall  be  added  ooe  rid- 
ing master ;  and  to  the  regiment  of  ligbt  dra- 
goons, authorized  by  the  act  passed  April  tvelftb. 
que  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  epiiile^ 
''An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  addiiiostl 
military  force,"  one  surgeon's  mate. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  eack 
troop  of  cavalry,  or  light  dragoons,  shall  coosBj 
of  one  captain,  one  first/  lieutenant,  one  secoatf 
lieutenant^  one  cornet,  four  sergeants,  six  eorpo- 
rals,  two  musicians,  one  master  of  the  sword,  oie 
saddierj  one  farrier,  one  blacksmith,  and  sixtjr-foiir 
privates ;  and  the  pay  aad  emolM&ent  of  a  nss* 
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ter  of  the  sword  shall  be  the  same  as  those  of  a 
riding  master ;  and  the  pay  and  eraolument  of  a 
blacksmith  shall  bethesameas  (hose  of  a  farrier. 
Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Military  Establishment,  authorized  by  law  pre- 


eight  hundred  and  eight,  and  the  additiooal  mili- 
tary force  raised  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  the 
twelfth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  incorporated, 
and  that,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
the  promotions  shall  be  made  through  the  line  of 
artillerists,  light  artillery,  drai^ooos,  riflemen,  and 
infantry,  respectively,  according  to  established 
rule. 
Approved,  Jane  26, 1812. 


United  States,  who  Khali  lay  copies  of  the  same 
before  both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  their  next 
session. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
commissioners  aforesaid  shall  have  power  to  en- 


vious toihe  twelfth  day  of  April,  one  thousand    gage  a  skilful  surveyor,  who  shall  employ  chain 


An  Act  to  ascertain  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
reserved  ibr  saUsfjing  the  mititary  bounties  allowed 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  Line  on 
Continental  Establishment. 

Be  it  enactedi  #c.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  ha  is  hereby,  author- 
ized, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  to  appoint  three  commissioners,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  to  act  with  such  com- 
missioners as  may  be  appointed  by  the  State  of 
Virginia;  and  the  commissioners  thus  appointed 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  ascertain, 
surrey,  and  mark,  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  condition,  touching  the  mili- 
tary reservation,  in  the  deed  of  cession  from  the 
State  of  Virginia  to  the  United  States,  of  the 
laod  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  the  weatwardly 
boundary  line  of  said  reaervatton,  between  the  lit- 
tle Miami  and  Scioto  rivers. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  United  States 
shall  meet  at  Xenia,  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  on  the 
fifth  day  of  October  next,  for  the  ptirpose  of  as- 
certaining the  said  line,  unless  otherwise  direct 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  in 


carriers  and  a  marker,  and  shaii  be  allowed  four 
dollars  for  ti^r^  mile  actually  surveyed  and 
marked,  ander  direction  of  the  said  commissioji- 
ers,  in  performance  of  the  duties  assigaed  them ; 
and  the  commissiocrers  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  shall  each  receive  five  dollars 
for  each  day  he  shall  be  necessarily  employed  in 
performance  of  the  duties  required  of  them  by 
this  act,  which  compensation  |o  the  surveyor  and 
commissioners  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated  by 
law, 

Sfio.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  T^i  until 
the  westwardly  boundary  line  of  the  said  reserv- 
ation shall  be  finally  established,  by  the  agree- 
ment and  consent  of  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Virgin ia^  the  boundary  line  designated 
by  ao  act  of  Coogress,  passed-  on  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  four,  shall  be  considered  and  held  as  the  pro- 
per boundary  line  ofthe  aforesaid  reservation. 

Sec.  5.  AndbeitfuriheT^-enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  transmit 
an  authenticated  copy  of  this  act  to  the  Governor 
of  Virginia,  within  twenty  days  after  its  pAssage. 

Approved,  June  26, 1812. 


pointed  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 
within  six  days  after  the  said  fifth  day  of  October 
next,  the  commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  shall  proceed  to  ascertain,  sur- 
vey, and  distinctly  mark,  the  said  boundary  line, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
said  act  of  cession ;  in  measuring  the  said  line, 
whether  accompanied  by  the  commissioners  on 
the  part  of  Virginia,  or  not.  or  in  case  of  disa- 
greement, they  shall  note  the  intersections,  if  any, 
of  said  line,  with  any  surveys  heretoiore  author- 
ized by  the  United  States,  all  water  courses,  the 
quality  of  the  land  O'v^t  which  the  line  passes, 
and  any  other  matter  which,  in  their  opinion^  re- 
quires notice.  The  said  commissioners  shall 
make  a  plat  of  said  line^  \ls  intersections,  with 
notes  and  references,  which  shall  be  signed  and 


An  Act  confirming  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Teiritorv,  founded  on  warrants  of  survey  granted  by 
the  British  or  Spanish  Government. 

Be  it  enacted^  i^c,  That  every  person,  and  the 
legal  representative  of  every  person,  claiming 
lands  in  fhe  Mississippi  Territory,  by  virtue  of  a 
British  or  Spanish  warrai^t  er  order  of  survey, 
granted  prior  to  the  twee ty-seventh  day  of  Octo- 
ber, ene  thousa)ad  seven  hundred  and  ninety»five, 
case  they  shall  not  be  met  by  commissioners  ap-  {  who  were  on  that  day  actually  resident  la  the 
— !_._j   __    .L  i.    .      ^.  -       .  ,,.  said  Territory,  and  whose  claims  have  been  reg- 

ularly filed  with  the  proper  register  of  the  land 
office  east  and  vest  of  Pearl  river,  according  to 
law,  and  reported  to  Congress,  agreeably  to  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitl^  *'An  act  con- 
cerning the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the  thirty-first 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight,  be,  and  they  are  hereby^  confirmed  in  their 
rights  to  land  so  claimed.  And  the  register  and 
receiver  of  public  moneys  for  the  district,  within 
which  the  lands  may  lie,  are  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  make  out,  to  such  claimant  or  claimants, 
entitled  thereto  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  a 
certificate  of  confirmation,  for  each  of  which  cer- 
tificates the  register  and  receiver  shall  each  de- 
ceive one  dollar,  directed  to  the  Commissioner  of 


returned  by  the  said  commissioners  to  the  Com-  { the  Qeneral  Land  Office;  and  if  it  shall  appear 
tnissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  accompa-    to  the  satisfaction  ofthe  said  Cocqmissioner  that 


filed  by  a  written  report,  on  or  before  the  fifth 
day  of  January  next,  unless  the  time  of  meeting 
shall  have  been  prolonged  by  the  President  of  the 


such  certificates  have  beeiLfairly  obtained,  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  and  meaniitg  of  this  act, 
then,  and  in  that  case,  patents  shall  be  granted  in 
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like  miinner  as  is  provided  by  law  fdr  the  other 
lands  of  the  Uoited  States:  Frovi4ed^  That  no 
person  ^haii  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 
who  shall  not  appear  by  the  report  made  to  Con- 
gress, as  aforesaid,  or  by  the  records  of  the  boards 
of  commissioners,  for  the  said  Territory,  to  ha^e 
been  a  resident  of  said  Territory,  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  bun- 
'dred  and  ninety-five;  nor  shall  any  person  be 
entitled  to  the  benefit  thereof,  who  has  received  a 
donation  grant  from  the  United  States:  Provi- 
dedj  cUsOj  That  not  more  than  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  shall,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  be  granted 
to  any  one  claim. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaetedy  That  noth- 
ing in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  af- 
fect the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  justice  in  the 
said  Territory,  heretofore  made,  respecting  the 
claims,  or  any  part  thereof,  embraced  by  the  pre- 
ceding section,  or  to  prevent  a  judicial  decision 
between  the  holder  of  a  British  patent,  legally 
and  fully  executed  and  recorded  with  the  regis- 
ter of  the  land  office  east  or  west  of  Pearl  riyer, 
and  the  persons  whose  claims  are  confirmed  by 
the  preceding  section,  where  such  claims  interfere. 

Approved,  June  30, 1812. 


An  Act  to  aathori^e  the  issuing  of  Txessniy  Notes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
Cnited  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  Treasury  notes  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  he 
may  think  expedient,  but  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be 
prepared,  signed,  and  issued,  in  the  manner  here- 
inafter provided. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  TItat  the 
said  Treasury  notes  shall  be  reimbursed  by  the 
United  States  at  such  places,  respectively,  aa  may 
be  expressed  on  the  face  of  the  said  notes,  one 
year,  respectively,  after  the  day  on  which  the 
same  shall  have  been  issued :  from  which  day  of 
issue  they  shall  hear  interest,  at  the  rate  of  five 
and  two-fifths  per  centum  a  year,  payable  to  the 
owner  and  owners  of  such  notes,  at  the  Treasury, 
or  by  the  proper  commissioner  of  loans,  at  the 
places  and  times  respectively  designated  on  the 
face  of  itaid  notes  for  the  payment  of  principal. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes  shall  be  respectively  signed,  in 
behalf  of  the  Uoited  States,  by  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  b)r  the  President  of  the 
United  States:  two  of  which  persons  shall  sign 
each  note,  and  shall  each  receive,  as  a  compen- 
sation for  that  service,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  for  every  hundred  notes 
thus  signed  by  them,  respectively ;  and  the  said 
notes  shall  likewise  be  countersigned  by  the  com- 
inissioner  of  loans  for  that  State  where  the  notes 
may  respectively  be  made  payable. 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  issued  such 
portion  of  the  said  Treasury  notes  as  the  Presi- 
dent may  think  expedient,  in  payment  of  supplies, 


or  debts  due  by  the  United  States,  to  such  pablic 
creditors,  or  other  persons,  as  may  choose  to  n- 
ceive  such  notes  in  payment,  as  aforesaid,  at  pir: 
And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv  i^  farther  ao- 
thorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Preiideotof 
the  United  States,  to  borrow,  from  time  to  timr 
not  under  par,  such  sums  as  the  Presideot  maj 
think  expedient,  on  the  credit  of  soeh  notes.  M 
it  shall  be  a  good  execution  of  this  proviooo  to 
pay  such  notes  to  such  bank  as  will  receife  the 
same  at  par,  and  give  credit  to  the  Treasorer  of 
the  United  States  for  the  amount  thereof,  oo  the 
day  on  which  the  said  notes  shall  thus  be  iaaed 
and  paid  to  such  bank  or  banks  respectiveljr. 

S£g.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbtt  (be 
said  Treasury  notes  shall  be  transferable  bj  de- 
livery and  assignment  endorsed  thereon  bf  tin 
person  to  whose  order  the  same  shall,  on  the  kit 
thereof,  have  been  made  payable. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Tbittfaenid 
Treasurv  notes,  wherever  made  payable^  shall  be 
every  where  received  in  payment  of  ail  doties 
and  taxes  laid  by  the  authority  of  the  Uaitfd 
States,  and  of  all  pubiic  lands  sold  by  the  aid 
authority.  On  every  such  payment,  credit  shall 
be  given  for  the  amownt  of  both  the  principal  aii 
the  interest  which,  on  the  day  of  such  psfoeflt 
may  appear  due  on  the  note  or  notes  tbnsgim 
in  pay  menL  And  the  said  interest  shall,  oo  suet 
payments,  be  aompated  at  the  rate  of  ooe  ceat 
and  one  half  of  a  cent  per  day  oo  every  bosdred 
dollars  of  principal,  and  each  month  shall  be 
computed  as  conuining  thirty  days. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  firther  enacted,  That  sot 
person  making  payment  to  the  United  States,  ia 
the  said  Treasury  notes,  io^to  the  hands  of  sbj 
collector,  receiver,  of  puUic  moneys,  or  other  path 
lie  officer  or  agent,  shall,  on  books  kept  aceordiag 
to  such  forms  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  giv.e  duplicate  certificates 
of  the  number  and  respective  aiiiooot  of  priocipal 
and  interest  of  each  and  every  Treasury  oote 
thus  paid  by  such  person ;  and  every  collector, 
receiver  of  public  moneys,  or  other  peblie  oiccr. 
or  agent,  who  shall  thus  receive  any  of  the  said 
Treasury  notes  in  payment,  shall,  on  payoieotof 
the  same  into  the  Treasury,  or  into  ooe  of  the 
banks  where  the  public  moneys  are,  or  insy^ 
deposited,^  receive  credit  both  for  the  priDcipal 
aod  for  the  interest,  computed  as  aforesaid,  wbicl^ 
on  the  day  of  such  last  mentioned  paymeat.(b>ll 
appear  due' on  the  note  or  notes  thus  paid  io* 
Aod  he  shall  be  charged  for  the  interest  accrued 
on  such  note  or  notes^  from  the  day  on  which  the 
same  shall  been  received  by  him  in  paymeoi^as 
aforesaid,  to  the  day  on  which  the  same  shall  be 
paid  by  him  as  aforesaid :  Provided  alvHiyi,  That 
no  such  charge  or  deduction  shall  be  made  ^'m 
respect  to  any  bank  into  which  oaymeats  asafore- 
said  may  be  made  to  the  United  States,  either  bi 
individuals  or  by  oollectors,  receivers,  or  oiber 
public  officers  or  agents,  and  which  shall  recetTe 
the  same  as  specie,  and  give  credit  to  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  for  the  amouot  theretf. 
including  the  interest  accrued  and  doe  od  soob 
notes,  on  tlie  day  on  which  the  same  shall  hare 
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«eo  thus  paid  iDto  such  bttDk  on  account  of  the 
Joited  States. 

Sec.  8.  And  h€  itjurthgr  enaded^  That  the  Com- 
nissionerx  of  the  BiakiD^  Fund  be,  and  they  are 
lereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to  be  re- 
mbursed  and  paid  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
[^retsQry  notes,  which  may  be  issued  by  Tirtne  of 
his  act,  at  the  sereral  time  and  times  when  the 
tme,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  should 
e  ihas  reimbursed  and  paid.  And  the  said  com- 
ii«siooers  are  further  authorized  to  make  pur- 
bases  of  the  said  notes,  in  the  same  manner  as  of 
tber  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  and  at  a  priee 
ot  exceeding  par,  for  the  amount  of  the  princi- 
al  and  interest  due  at  the  time  of  purchase  bn 
iich  notes.  So  much  of  the  funds  constituting 
beanoual  appropriation  of  eight  millions  of  doi-' 
trs,  for  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  pUbHc 
ebt  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  wanted  for 
in  purpose,  after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary 
)r  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  such  part  of 
»  principal  of  the  said  debt  as  the  United  States 
re  now  pledged  annually  to  pay  and  reimburse, 
( hereby  pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
Mat  of  the  interest,  and  tor  the  reimbursement  or 
urchase  of  the  principal  of  the  said  notes.  And 
)  mach  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  as  may  be  necessary  for  that 
arpose,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  making  up 
oy  deficiency  in  the  funds  thus  pledged  and  ap- 
ropriated  for  paying  the  principal  and  interest 
s  aforesaid. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum 
I  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
'oneys  m  the  Treasutry  not  otherwise  appropri- 
'^)  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated, 
•r  defraying  the  expense  of  preparing,  printing, 
igraving,  signing,  and  otherwise  incident  to  the 
suing  of  the  Treasury  notes  authorized  by  this 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if 
^7  person  shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counter-, 
»tj  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged, 

counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in 
iseiy  making,  forging,  or  eouaterfeititig,  any 
ote  in  imitation  of  or  purporting  to  be  a  Treas- 
7  note  aforesaid;  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  cause 

procure  to  be  falsely  altered,  or  willingly  aid 
[  sssist  in  falsely  altering  any  note  issued  as 
oresaid;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or  at- 
mpt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as  true,  any  false, 
'^gcd,  or  counterfeited  note,  purporting  to  be  a 
r«asury  note  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to 
! forged  or  counterfeited;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or 
iblish.  or  attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as 
^C)  any  falsely  altered  Treasury  note  issued  as 
oresaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  altered ; 
^ry  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
liliy  of  felony,  and,  being  thereof  convicted  by 
le  course  of  law,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  im* 
ironed  and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  a  period  not 
's  than  three  years  nor  more  than  ten  years, 
>d  be  fined  in  a  sum  nor  exceeding  five  thousand 
'liars. 

Approved,  June  30, 1812. 

I2th  Con.  1st  Sjsts.— 74 


An  Ae^  for  imposing  additional  duties  upon  all  goods, 
waresy  and  merchsndiae,  iniportad  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  an  additional  duty  of 
one  hundred  per  centum  upon  the  permanent 
duties  now  imposed  by  law,  upon  eoods,  waresi 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
shall  be  levied  and  collected  upon  all  goods, 
wares,  and-  merchandise,  which  shall)  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  imported  into  the  . 
United  States  from  any  foreign  port  or  place. 

Ssc.  2,  And  be  it /urlher  enacted,  That  an 
addition  of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the 
several  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  in  respect  to 
all  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as  shall, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  imported 
in  ships  or  vessels  not  ofihe  United  States. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That,  on 
all  ships  or  vessels  belonging,  wholly  or  in  part, 
to  the  subjects  of  foreisn  Powers,  wnich  shall  be 
catered  into  the  United  States,  or  the  territories 
thereof,  there  shall  be  paid  an  additional  duty  at 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  ton. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
additional  duties  laid  by  this  act  shall  beJevied 
and  collected  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the 
same  regulations  and  allowances,  as  to  draw* 
backs,  mode  of  security,  and  time  of  payment,  re- 
spectively, as  are  prescribed  by  law  in  relation  to 
the  dutjes  now  in  force, *on  the  articles  on  which 
the  said  additional  duties  are  laid  by  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  so  long  as  the  United 
States  shall  be  engaged  in  war  with  Gicat  Brit- 
ain, and  until  the  expiration  of  one  year  aAer 
the  conclusion  of  peace,  and  no  longer :  Provided^ 
however.  That  the  additional  duties  laid  by  this 
act  shall  be  collected  on  all  such  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,,  as  shall  have  been  previously 
imported. 

Approved,  July  1, 1812. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entided  "An  act 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  an  organisation  of 
the  Militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  the  muster  of  each  legion,  re- 
quired to  be  held  by  the  act  to  which  this  Is  a 
supplement,  in  each  year,  may  be  held  in  either 
the  month  of  October  or  November,  as  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  brigade  may  appoint. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  the  elerenth  section  of  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  as  requires  that  there  shall 
be  a  muster  of  each  troop  of  cavalry  and  company 
of  militia,  comprehending  the  companies  made 
up  by  voluntary  enrolment,  in  the  months  of 
July,  August,  and  November,  and  all  the  twenty- 
second  section  of  the  said  act,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
battalion  courts  of  inquiry,  mentioned  in  the 
eighth  section  of  said  act,  shall  be  held  in  the 
months  onl^  of  July  and  November  in  each  year; 
and  the  legionary  courts  of  inquiry,  mentioned  in 
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the  said  section,  shall  be  respectiTely  held  in  not 
less  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty  dayTs  after 
each  battalion  court  of  inquiry ;  Provided.  Jurw- 
ever^  That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  legion 
ahall  be,  and  is  hereby^  empowered  to  appoint  and 
convene  legionary  courts  extraordinary,  which 
may  exercise  all  or  any  of  the  powers,  and  per^ 
form  alh  or  any  of  the  duties,  of  the  ordinary 
legionary  courts  of  inquiry,  except  the  power  of 
assessing  fines  incurred  by  the  officers  of  the 
legion  lor  any.  delinquency  or  neglect  of  duty, 
other  than  failing  to  attend  such  legionary  courts 
extraordinary. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  fiirther  enaeted^  That  all 
fines,  to  be  assessed  under  the  authority  of  the 
act  last  aforesaid,  shall  be  certified  by  the  clerks 
of  the  legionary  and  battalion  courts  of  inquiry, 
respectively,  by  which  the  same  shall  be  assessed, 
to  the  marshal  of  the'  District  of  Columbia,  and 
so  certified,  shall-  be  delivered  to  the  'marshal 
within  fifteen  days  after  the  sitting  of  the  court 
empowered  finally  to  determine,  and  he  ^all 

Srive  a  receipt  therefor.  The  said  marshal  shall 
orthwith  proceed  to  collect  the  said  fines,  and 
(should  any  person  fail  to  make  payment  when 
tailed* on)  to  levy  the  amount  with  cOkts  by  dis- 
tress and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
delinquent;  which  costs  and  manner  of  proceed- 
ing shall  be  the  same  as  in  other  cases  of  distresses. 
And  where  there  are  no  goods  or  chattels  to  be 
found,  whereon  to  levy  the  said  fines,  the  marshal 
ahall  commit  such  delinquent  to  jail,  and  hold 
him  in  elo^e  confinement  during  the  term  of 
twenty* four  hours,  for  each  and  every  fine  by 
him  payable,  (unless  th^  same  shall  be  sooner 
paid,)  in  the  same  manner  as  other  persons  con- 
demned to  fine  und  im prison nient  at  the  suit  of 
the  United  States  may  i)e  committed ;  and  the 
marshal  shall  account  for  all  the  fines,  and  pay 
such  as  have  been  by  him  levied,  to  the  paymas- 
ter of  the  legion  from  which  he  shall  nave  re- 
ceived the  certified  liats,  within  six  months  after 
said  lists  may  have  been  delivered  to  him,  re- 
apectirely,  deducting,  from  the  amount  so  to  be 
paid,  twelve  and  an  half  per  centum  as  a  com- 
pensation for  his  trouble;  and  in  case  of  failure, 
the  same  shall  be  recovered  by  motion  in  the 
circuit  court  of  the  DistHct  of  Columbia,  in 
either  county  of  said  district,  in  the  name  of  the 

Q master  of  said  legion,  with  twelve  and  an 
r  per  centum  damages,  and  legal  interest  on 
the  amount  from  the  time  it  ought  to  have  been 
paid,  and  costs  of  suit :  Provided,  The  marshal 
shall  have  had  ten  days  notice  of  such  motion. 
And  should  it  happen  in  anv  case,  during  the 
pendency  of  proceeding  and  before  payment  is 
made  by  the  marshal,  that  the  paymaster  in 
whose  name  the  proceedings  are  ^omg  on.  should 
be  removed  from  his  office  or  station,  it  shall  not 
abate  or  in  any  manner  interrupt  or  affect  the 
proceedings,  but  the  name  of  the  succeeding  pay- 
master may  be  substituted  until  the  proceedings 
are  formally  closed. 

Seo.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  where 
any  fine  or  fines  shall  have  been  collected  or  im- 
posed, the  delinquent  shall  be  at  liberty,  at  any 


time  within  twelve  months  after  soth  imposi- 
tion, to  apply  to  any  of  the  legionary  courts  te 
return  or  remit  the  same ;  and  the  coon  is  hen- 
by  empowered  to  ma)ce  such  order  in  the  cisets 
may  seeni  to  them,  or  a  majority  of  them^  to  be 
right  and  just. 

Sec  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  Tbat^oif}- 
ron  coarfs  of  inquiry,  for  the  aqoadronof  earaliy 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  be  sepi- 
ratelyheld'within  the  said  District;  bat  wbeoevet 
a  legionary  court  of  inquiry^  as  heretofore  bf 
law.  directeij,  shall  be  held,  the  earalry  wiibifi 
the  limits  of  the  legion  for  which  sach  coori 
may  be  held  shall  be  within  and  subject  to  its 
jurisdiction  and  authority ;  and  the  commaDiiift^ 
officers4>f  the  squadron  and  corapaDiesof  eanirj. 
shall  be  members  of  such  legionary  coort  forth 
legion  within  which  they  respect! reijr  resiiic 
Pi^vided,  howeoer.  That  when  the  cavalry  sbil! 
have  been  established  or  formed  intoasepanit 
legion,  there  ahall  be  separate  legionary  eoorti 
held  by  and  for  them,  at  someplace  withio  t  be  Dis- 
trict; both  the  squadron  and  legionary  eoortsc^ 
cavalry  to  be,  respectively,  for  similar  parpoMs,u 
be  appointed  apd  constituted  in  a  similar  maoBtf. 
and  to  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  refoli- 
tions,  as  the  battalion  and  legionary  coarts  as- 
tborized  and  directed  by  the  act  to  which  tbisis 
a  supplement. 

Bbc  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  or- 
ders in  relation  to  the  procuring  or  wearing  of  soei 
uniform  and  equipments,  or  either  of  ibeiB,» 
shall  have  been  previously  determined  on,  whiek 
shall  be  i^ued  and  communicated  by  tiie  Briga- 
dier General  .to  the  officers  of  the  brigade,  or  any 
of  them,  shall  be  forthwith  obeyed ;  and  for  ererr 
dispbedience  of  any  such,  order,  the  delinquco: 
shall  be  subject  to  the  penalty  or  fioe  pre»crit)ei 
in  the  tweuty-seventb  section  of .  the  said  set  to 
which  this  is  a  supplement,  besides  being  sobjeei 
to  arrest. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  tb< 
arms  and  other  equipments  belonging  to  ao  of- 
cer,  non-commissioned  officer,  orprirate,be  ex- 
empt from  taxation  or  execution. 

Approved,  July  1, 181d. 

An  Act  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  the  stod  ataiti 
under  an  act  passed  on  the  tenth  of  Nor«mber,oM 
thousand  eight  hondred  and  tbree. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  the  stock  created  osder 
the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  authorizing  the creaiioa 
of  a  stock  to  theamount  of  eleven  miliio°s two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  carrying  into  efiect  the  conveotion  of  ibe 
thirtieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  buadred 
and  three,  between  the  United  Sutesof  Americi 
and  the  French  Republic,  and  making  prorisioa 
for  the  payment  of  the  same,"  from  and  after  tb« 
passing  ol  this  act  shall  be  transferable  in  ^m 
same  manner  as  the  other  stocks  of  the  Vnm 
States  are  or  shall  be  transferable  from  the  boots 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  books  of  any  commissiofif'- 
and  from  the  books  of  one  com missiooer  to  t&^ 
of  another  commissioner,  or  to  those  of  ^ 
Treasury.-f  Approved,  Joly  1, 1812.] 
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^n  Act  conferring  certain  powen  on  the  Levy  Coart 
for  tba  oouptj  of  Wadungton,  in  the  Dietrict  of 

Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c^  That  the  bo^rd  of  commis* 
ODerf  or  levy  court  forthe  county  of  Wasbiogtoo, 
I  the  District  of  Colttoibia,  be,  add  hereby  are, 
m powered  to  erect  and  maintain  a  penitentiaTy, 
)  be  erected  in  such  place  as  the  mayor,  alder- 
leo,  and  common  cpttncil  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
igtoD  shall  designate. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  4t  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
)ard  of  commissioners  or  levy  coart  for^  the 
tidcQtuty  be  Vested  ivith.fnil  pow^r  to  layout^ 
raiten,  and  repair,  pablic  roads  vithio  the  said 
moty.  except  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
ity  ot  Washington  and  Georgetown,  under  the 
)Dditioos  hereinafter  prescribed*-  - 
Sec.  3.  AndbeitJurike^efiacUd,  That  the  said 
Ard  or  levy  court  b^  •empowered  to  lay  oat  and 
ark  roads  through  .aay  such  part  of  the  said 
lUDty:  Pnmded,  Ttiey  shall  not  exceed  one 
ladred  feet  in  width,  and  shall  not  pass  through 
ly  buiidingi  garden,  or  yard,  without  the  consent 
the  owner ;  and  a  rcaaoashble  compansatioa,  if 
quired  by  the  owner,  shall  be  made  fpr  the  land 
us  marked  and  laid  out,  which  shall  be  fixed  in 
e  following  manner  ^.  On  layin|^  oat  and  mark- 
g  any  roac^  six«  weeks^  notice  >thereof  shall  be 
ren  in  some  public  print,  published  in  the 
»aiiiy>  In  case  any  owner  of  land,  through 
bich  the  said  road  passes^  shall  reqvire  compeo- 
tioD  therefor,  he  shali  within  two  weeks  there- 
fer  apply  to  the .  levy  court,  who  wmY  agree 
ith  him  for  the  purchase  thereof;  and  in  case 
disagreement,  or  in  case  the  owner  shall  be  a 
(Be  covert,  under  age,  or  non  compos,  or  out  of 
e  county,  on  appiioaiion  to  any  justice  of  the 
upty,  to  be  madeWithin  two  weeks  after  the 
piration  of  the  aforesaid  two. weeks,  the  said 
stice  shall  issue  his  warrant,^nder  his  band,  to 
e  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Coknmbia,  com- 
iasioning  him  to  summon  twelve  freehold^ 
babiuntis  of  the  county,  not  related  to  thesaia 
roer,nor  in  any. manner  interested,  to  meet  on 
e  land  to  be  valued  kt  a.  day  to  be  expressed  in 
e  warraat,  of  whreh'  ten  days'  notice  shall  be 
'en  by  the  maisbal  to  the  levy  court,  and  to 
e  owner  of  the  said  land,  or  left  at  his  or  her 
ice  of  abode,  or  given  to  his  or  l^er  guardian,  if 
infant,  ort  if  out  th'e  county,  by  poblishiag 
tice  thereof,  fot  six  weeks  in  some  public  print 
the  county:  and  the  marshal,  on  receiving  the 
id  warrant,  shall  summon  the  said  jnry^  and 
ilea  met,  shall  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation 
every  juryman,  who  shall  swear  or  affirm,  as 
e  case  may  be,  that  he  will  justly,  faithfully, 
d  impartially,  value  the  land,  and  all  damages 
3  owners  thereto  w^ll  sustain  Dy  the  road  pass- 
l  through  the  same,  having  regard  to  all  cir-> 
msMnees  of  convenience,  benent,  or  disadvan- 
i;e,  according  to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  judg- 
:Qt ;  and  the  inqnisition  thereupon  taken  shall 
signed  by  the  marshal  and  seven  or  more  of 
I  said  lury,  and  shall  be  conclusiye;  and  th^ 
ne  shall  be  rctsfnad  to  the  clerk  of  the  couaty) 


to  be  by  him  recorded  at  the  expense  of  the  levf 
court ;  and  the  valuation  expressed  in  such  in- 
quisition shall  be  paid  by  the  said  levy  court  to 
the  owner  of  the  land,  or  his  legal  representative, 
before  the  levy  court  proceed  to  open  the  said 
road :  in  case  no  such  application  shall  be  madte 
within  the  i|for^said  periods,  the  land  thusappro^ 
priated  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  cooelasively  con^ 
demned,  and  no  compensation  be  hereafter  re- 
quired therefor. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
board  of  commissioners  or  levy  court,  as  soon  as 
they  shall  b^ve  laid  oat,  marked,  and  opened  a 
road,  and  complied  with  the  foregoing  |)ro visions^ 
shall  return  the  courses,  bounds,  and  plats  thereoll 
to  the  derk  of  the  county,  to  be  by  him  recorded 
at  tt^e  expense  of  the  said  court ;  and  the  said 
road,  so  laid  out  and  returned,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  thereafter  taken,  held,  and  adjudged,  a  pnblic 
road  and  common  highway. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all 
cases,  where  stone,  cravel,  or  other  material,  shall' 
be  necessary  for  making  or  repairing  a  road,  the 
levy  court  may  agree  with  the  owner  for  the  pur- 
chase thereof,  or  with  the  owner  of  the  land  on 
which  the  same  may  be,  for  the  purchase  of  the 
said  land ;  and  in  case  of  disagreetnent,  or  in  case 
the  owner  should  be  zfeme  covert^  under  age,  or 
naih  compoBj  or  out  of  the  county,  on  application 
to  a  justice  of  the  county,  may  proceed,  in  all 
Respects,  in  the  same  manner  for  condemning 
the  said  materials  for  the  use  of  said  road,  as  in 
like  cases  where  lands  are'  directed  to  betaken 
and  condemned  as  aforesaid,  and  making  the  said 
road :  and  the  said  parties,  respectively,  shall  have 
the  same  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  said  pro- 
ceedings as  they  have  under  and  in  virtue  of  the 
said  provision  for  condemning  land  hereih  before 
mentioned. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacM.  That  if  a 
road  shall  be  carried  through  any  fields  of  ground 
in  actual  cultivation,  such  fields  shall  not  be  laid 
open,  or  used  as  a  public  road,  until  after  the  usual 
rime  of  taking  off  crops  then  growing  thereon. 

Sic.  7.  And  be  UfuHher  enacted^  That  if  any 
person  shall  aher,  or  change,  or  in  any  manner 
obstruct,  or  encroach,  on  any  public  road,  or  cut, 
destroy,  defhce,  or  remove  any  mile  stones,  set  up 
on  said  rbad,  or  put  or  place  any  rubbfsh,  dirt, 
logs,  or  make  any  pit  or  hole  therein,  stich  person 
may  be  indicted  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and,  being  convicted  thereof) 
shall  be  fined  or  imprisoned  in  the  disci'etion  of 
the  court,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence. 

Sfio.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
board  of  commissioners  or  levy  court  may,  for 
the  aforesaid  and  all  Other  general  county  pur- 
poses, annually  lay  a^  tax  on  all  the  real  and  per- 
sonal property  in  the  said  county,  except  within 
the  limits  of  the  City  of  Washington,  any  exist- 
ing law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five  cents  in  the  hundred  dollars 
Talue  of  said  property,  for  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, and  disbursement  of  which  they  are  here- 
by empowered  to  appoint  the  necessary  officers, 
and  to  uso  all  the  means  now  in  forea  and  aacea- 
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firy  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes 
in  the  said  coanty,  and  to  insure  a  due  and  regu- 
lar accountability  for  the  same;  and  all  existing 
laws,  so  far  as  they  rest  in  the  said  levy  court  a 
power  to  lay  taxes,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  farther  enacted  That  the 
board  of  commissioners  or  levy  court  shall  be, 
and  hereby  are,  released  from  any  obligation  to 
provide  for  the  support  of  the  poor  of  any  other 
pari  of  the  county  of  Washington,  other  than 
that  part  without  the  limits  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, to  provide  for  whom  they  are  hereby  au- 
,  thorized  to  lay  and  collect  a  special  tax,  ta  be  im- 
posed on  said  part  of  the  county. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  fuHher  enactedy  That  the 
board  of  commissioners  or  levy  court  of  the  county 
of  Washington  shall  hereafter  be  composed  of 
aeren  members,  to  be  designated  immediately 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  from  among  the  existipg  ma- 
'  gistrates  of  the  county,  and  annually  afterwards 
on  the  first  Monday  in  May ;  that  is  to  say,  there 
ahali  be  two  members  designated  from  among  the 
.  magistrates  residing  in  that  part  of  the  county 
lying  eastward  of  Rock  creek,  and  without  the 
limits  of  the  City  of  Washingtonj  two  from  among 
,  the  magistrates  residing  in  that  part  of  the  county 
lying  westward  of  Rock  creek,  and  without  the 
limits  of  G^rgetown.  A  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers so  designated  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to 
do  business. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 

{[eneral  county  expenses  and  charges,  other  than 
or  the  expenses  of  roads  and  bridges  out  of  the 
limits  of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  respect- 
ively, shall  be  borne  and  defrayed  by  the  said  City 
of  Washington,  and  the  other  parts  of  the  county, 
equally,  that  is  to  kav,  one  moiety  of  said  expen- 
aea  and  charges  shall  be  borne  by  the  city,  and 
paid  over  to  whomsoever  the  board  of  commis- 
aioners  or  levy  court  may  appoint  as  treasurer  of 
the  court,  and  the  other  moiety  by  the  other  parts 
of  the  county }  which  said  general  expenses  chall 
be  ascertained  annually  by  the. said  board  of  com- 
missioners or  levy  court  und  the  corporation  of 
the  said  city.  And,  in  case  of  any  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  what  are  or  may  be  properly  called 
geiieral  expenses,  and  applicable  to  the  whole 
county,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  and 
other  acts  relating  to  the  subject,  it  shall  be  the 
dtity  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  said  county,  upon 
joint  application,  qr  upon  the  application  of  either 
party,  and  due  notice  to  the  other  party,  to  in- 
guire,  determine,  and  settle,  in  a  summary  way, 
tlie  matter  in  difference. 
.  Sec  12.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
two  bridges  over  Rock  cr^ek,  immediately  be- 
tween the  City  of  Washington  and  Georgetown, 
shall  be  kept  in  repair  and  rebuilt,  in  like  manner 
.as  at  present,  at  the  joint  expense  and  cost  of  the 
said  city  and  Georgetown ;  and  the  sums  required 
for  such  repairs  or  rebuildings  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  be  ascertained  by  the  said  b<mrd  of  com- 
missioners or  levy  court  for  the  opunty,  and  the 
anount  required  from  each  corporation  shall  be 


paid  over,  after  sixty  days'  notice,  to  the  tretsorer 
of  the  county. 

Sec.  13.  Andbeitjurther enacted, Th^i'iuM 
and  may  be  lawful,  at  any  time  hereafter,  for  tbt 
corporation  of  the  City  of  Washiagtoa,  nd  the 
corporation  of  Georgetown,  jointljror  sepanteif, 
and  at  their  joint  or  separate  expense,  as  the  case 
may  be, to  erect  a  permanent  bridge  across  R«ek 
creek,  and  between  the  two  places,  at  such  sites 
as  the  corporation  first  choosing  to  build  thaH 
determine  and  fix  upon ;  and  if  it  should  beQ^ 
ceksary  to  obtain  private  property  on  which  to  Ix 
either  or  both  the  abutments  of  the  said  pfrmi- 
neat  bridge  or  bridges^  er  for  other  purposes  cm* 
nected  wah  the  work,  the  said  corp»ntioBso 
choosing  to  boild  shall  have  power  to  agree  witk 
the  owner  or  owners  for  the  purchase  of  such  pro- 
perty ;  and  in  case  of  disagreement,  or  in  etietke 
owner  shall  be  a  feme  covert,  under  age  or  dm 
compos,  or  out  of  the  county,  the  maf  or  of  the 
aaid  corporation  shall  tbereapon  summon  a  jory. 
to  be  composed  of  twelve  freeholders,  inhshitaau 
of  thi^  said  county,  not  related  to  the  said  owoer. 
nor  in  any  manner  interested,  who  shall  meetoi 
the  ground  to  be  valued,  at  a  day  to  be  expressed 
by  the  mayor  in  the  said  summons,  of  which  tei 
days'  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  mafor  to  tbe 
owner  or  owners  of  the  said  ground,  or  left  at  bii 
her,  or  their  place  of  abode,  or  given  to  his/her. 
or  their  goardian,  if  an  infant,  or, }(  out  of  the 
coanty,  by  publishing  noticeihereof  for  six  weeks 
in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  couDtf ;  and 
when  the  jury  shall  have  met,  porsoaot  to  the 
aforesaid  summona.  each  juryman  shall  swear  or 
affirm  that  he  will  justly,  faithfally,  ind  ilDpa^ 
tially,  value  all  the  ground  held  as  private  prop- 
erly, and  intended  and  required  to  be  used  or 
occupied  by  reason  of  the  contemplated  erectioa 
of  the  permanent  bridge,  and  the  amooDtofdao- 
ages  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  of  said  gronod 
will  sustain,  (taking  into  yiew,  at  the  same  tioK, 
the  benefits  which  the  aaid  proprietor  or  Drop^^ 
tors  will  derive  from  the  erection  of  the  said 
bridge,)  according  to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  jtfdf 
ment.  -  And  the  inquisition  and  valuttioa  there- 
upon taken  ahall  be  signed  by  the  maf or  asd 
aeveB*or  more  of  the  said  jory,  and  shall  he  hiad- 
iag  and  eoaclusive  upon  all  parties  coBeeroed; 
and  the  same  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  clerk  ol 
the  county^  to  be  ^y  him  recorded.  And  the  val- 
uation expressed  in  the  aforeaaid  inqaisitioosliflu 
be  paid  or  tendered  t&che  owner  of  the  grooad  so 
condemned,  or  his  or  their  legal  represeotatires, 
by  the  corporation  intending  to  build  socb bridge, 
within  thirty  days  after  aueh  valuation  shall  hare 
been  made,  and  before  any  work  is  eommeDced 
on  the  grounds  so  valued. 

Approved,  July  1, 1812. 
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An  Act  giving  vslidity  to  the  sale  of  certsin  in/^'^ 

public  lands  sold  in  the  western  district  of  the  T<^ 

ritory  of  Orleanst  now  State  of  Louisisnt. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  sale  of  the  sererti 

tracts  of  public  lands  aold  in  the  month  of  hn^r 

ary,  one  thouand  eight  hundred  and  twelve >^ 
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be  public  sales  held  Qoder  the  saperintendeoce 
\{  the  register  of  the  land  office^  and  the  prin- 
;ipal  deputy  sorveyor  of  the  westera  district  of 
he  Territory  of  Orleans  (now  State  of  Louisi- 
ina)  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  made  gooc)  and 
ralid,  to  all  iateots  and  purposes,  any  law  to  the 
^oDirary  notwithstaodiDg.  And  the  purchasers 
)fihe  said  tracts  shall,  severally,  on  completing 
;he  payment  of  the  purchase  money,  according  to 
aw,  be  entitled  to  receive  a  patent  or  patents  for 
ke  lands  so  purchased  and  paid  for,  as  in  case  of 
)ther  lands  sold  by  the  United  States.  The  first 
Qstalment  of  the  purchase  money  shall  be  con- 
idered  as  due  and  payable  at  ten  days  after  the . 
eceiver  of  public  moneys  for  the  district  wuhiu 
which  the  lands  lie  shall  hare  entered  on  the  dis- 
:harge  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 
Approved,  July  1^  1812. 

■ 

\xi  Act  supplementaff  to  <*An  act  authoiiitng  Ihe 
PrMideiit  of  the  United  States  to  nM  certain  «om- 
paniet  of  Bangen  ior  the  protection  of  the  (rentier 

ofthe  United  States." 

Bt  U  &ruicted^  fc^  That  the  President  of  the 
Doited  Siartee  be  and  he  h  hereby  authorized  to 
lise  ooe  additional  company  of  ran^^ers,  when 
w  may  deem  it  necessary  for  the  public,  service, 
inder  the  same  provisions,  conditions,  and  restric- 
tions of  the  act  to  which  thin  is  a  svpplenient. 

Sec  2.  And  beitfirrther  enacted^  That,  for 
lefraying  the  erpenses  thereof,  the  sum  of  eleven 
ihoosand  two-hundred  and  fifty  dollar^  be  and  the 
ame  is  hereby  a{>prepriated.  to  be-  paid  out  of  apy 
noney  in  ihe^  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ited.  '    ^ 

Approted^  July  1, 1812. 


in  Act  aalhorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  lease,  for,  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of  the  reserva- 
tions of  public  ground  in  the  City  oC  Washington. 

Be  it  enacled,  ic^  Thjtt  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
take  possessipD  of  the  whole  of  the  reservations 
)f  public  grounds  in  the  City  oT  Washington,  Qind 
ease  them  out,  for  a  term  apt  exceeding  ten  years 
)D  such  terms  and  ;conditioos  as  in  his  judgment 
nay  best  effect,  the  improvement  of  the  said 
[grounds,  for  public  walks,  botanic  gardens^,  or 
)ther  public  purposes. 

Approved,  July  5, 1812. 


the  late  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings,  to  the 
first  day  of  July,  one  thousaml  eight  hundred  and 
eleven,  when  his  duties  in  that  capacity  ceased; 
for  furniture  for  the  difi*erent  apartments  of  the 
Capitol,  and  for  contingent  expenses  relatitig 
thereto,  the  sum  bf  fourteen  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  dollars  be.  and  the  same 
is,  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  applied  to  the  dis- 
charge 01  the  claims  before  mentioned,  and  to  no 
other  purpose  whatsoever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itfurthef  enacted^  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
saine  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  Presioent  of  the  United  States  to 
return  to  their  native  country  the  two  Italian 
sculptors  lately  employed  on  the  public  buildings, 
and  to  close  the  original  contract  made  with  them 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Ciiy  of  Washington  be 
autoorized  to  contract  for  the  completion  of  the 
sculpture  in  the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol,  under 
the  direction  of  t\x€  President. of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dol- 
lars be  appropriated  towards  defraying  the  ex*' 
penseof  th&same. 

Sjec.  4.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted,  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  four  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  completing 
the  sulpture  and  tne  work  on  the  galleries  of  the 
Senate  chamber,  the  railing  of  the  stairs,  and 
minor  works,  deficieni  in  tne  east  pan  of  the 
north  wing  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  temporary  re^ 
pairs  to  the  roof. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
aforesaid  sums  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneya 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  July  5,  1812. 


«« 


An  Act  oouceming  Invalid  Pensioners. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  be  is  hereby,  directed  to  place  the  follow* 
ing  named  persons  on  the  pension  list  of  invalid 
pensioners  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  be  en- 
titled to,  and  receive,  pensions,  according  to  the 
rates,  and  commencing  at  the  times,  herein  mea-^ 
tinned  ;  that  is  to  say : 

Samuel  Allen,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifteenth  of  Novem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Nehemiah  Levitt,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 

fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty- 

in  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  eighth  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 


discharging  all  the  outstanding  claims  for  the  con- 
struction SAd  repair'  of  the  Capitol  and  the  Presi- 
dent's House ;  for  the  compensation  of  the  late  Sur- 
veyor of  the  Public  Buildings,  and  for  furnitare  for 
the  different  apartments  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enactid,  f  c.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  sat- 
isfying alt  outstandinor  claims  for  services  per- 
formed, and  materials  furnished  for  the  construc- 
tion and  repair  of  the  Capitol  and  President's 
House,  including  therein  the  sum  of  t'wo  thou- 
land  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  compensation  of 


and  eleven. 

William  Powers,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  mbnth,  to  commence  on  the  sev* 
enth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve. 

William  Cushing,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per 
tnoBth,  to  commence  on  the  twentv-fifih  of  No- 
tember,  one  rhottsand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

William  Leaver,  alias  Lavear,  at  the  rate  of 
two  dollars  and  fiAy  cents  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  sixth  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eleven. 
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Olirer  Russell,  at  the  rate  o(  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  handled  and 
^ight. 

Joel  Fox,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  of.  Fehruary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven. 

Isaac  Durand,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  thirty- 
first  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven.       -  • 

Aaron  Peck,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  ner  month,  to 
commence  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eleven, 

HezeKiah  Bailey,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  nineteenth  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Nathan  Ford,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  pel' 
month,  to  commence  on  the  seventeenth  of  Oc- 
tober, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Jonas  Hobart,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  six- 
teenth day  of  November,  one  thousand  e^ht  hun^ 
dred  and  ten. 

John  Philips,  at  the  rate  of  four  doUars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  tenth  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Eiisha  Fanning,  a^  the  rate  of  two  doUars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven. 

Samuel  Leonard,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth 
day  of  Marchy.one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven. 

Sylvester  Tilton,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month^  to  commence  on  the  third 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve. 

Mablon  Ford,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars  per 
B^oath,  to  commence  <»n  the  seventh  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  >ight  hundred  and  twelve.    , 

Randolph  Ctarkson,  at  the  rate  of  two  doUars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
sixteenth  day  6f  March,  one  thousand  eight  hua* 
dred  and  twelve. 

,  Btephen  Carter,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollaraaod 
seventy-five  cents- per  month,  to  commenoe  on  (he 
sixteenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
luindred  and  eleven. 

George  Pierson,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-seventh  Jan- 
nary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Andrew  Bartle,^  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fiAy  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  October,  ^ne  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven. 

Philip  Erugh,  at  the  rate  of  two'  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth 
day  of  Deisember,  one  thoosapd  eight  hundred 
and  eleven, 

Andrew  Johnson,  at  the  rate  of  five  doUars  par 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifteeiith  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred.and  tw^ve.     i 


John  Harbeson,  at  the  rate  of  three  doUaTs 
thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to 
comtpence  on  the  twenty-fifth  February,  ooe 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve.  * 

Edward  Leary,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Ati^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Daniel  McCarty,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollirs  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  Februrj^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Thomas  Rogers,  at  the  rate  of  two  doltan  aod 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  thefoarth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ud 
eleven. 

Reuben  Plunket,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  aod 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  ontbeseTfBtli 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  elereo. 

James  Bridget^  at  tne  rate  of  two  dollars  aod 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on.  the  ser- 
entn  day  of  October,  one  thousand  ei^ht  heodred 
and  eleven.  ^ 

Michael  Reap,  at  the  rata  of  two  doUan  aod 
fifty  eeots  per  month,  to'eailiaiieiiee  on  the  twa- 
tieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  ei^  hnodied 
and  eleven. 

Henry  Weems,  at  the  mte  of  five  dollars  per 
month;  to  eomniience  on  the  fifteenth  NoveoiMr, 
one  thousand  eight  hoadred  and  elcvep. 

Maleom  Keye,  at  the  rate  of  Ibar  doUan  p« 
month,  to  commence  on  tha  fifteenth  Novcfflbei, 
one  thousand  eight  hwadrcd  and  ejavcn. 

James  Aratstrong,  at  the  rate  of  five  doUan 
per  month,  to  commeooe  09  the  fifteenth  NoFeo- 
ner,  one  tbonsand  eight  hwidMd  and  eleven. 

John  Martin,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollar*  aod 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  November,  one  thoasaad  eight  hoo- 
dred  and  eleven.  - 

Robert  Eider,'at  the  rate  of  ^three  doUars  thirty* 
three  and  a  third  cents  per  month,  to  commeQce 
on  the  nineteenth  July,  one  thousand  eight  hoo- 
dred  and  eleven. 

Jasper  Tomiton,  at  the  rate  of  twoddlarsaod 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  teoih 
day  of  December,  one  thoiisand  eight  hnndtedud 
eleven.  - 

Robert  Patterson,  at  the  rate  of  tweotjr-fife 
dollars  per  month,  to  eoinmenee  00  the  twelltk  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleveo. 

Virgil  Poe,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollan  and  Ifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  tweotf- 
third  Septeokber,  one  thoasahd  eight  hoodred 
and  eleven. 

John  Jacobs,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollan  pec 
monthf  to  commence  on  the  fifth  July,  oQCthoo- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Thomas^  Hickman,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
par  month,  to  commence  on  the  twelAh  of  Jaaa- 
ary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  iwelre. 

Joseph  Shaw,  at  the  rate  of  two  doUars  per 
month,  to  commeace  on  the  ihicteeoth  Jaaaary, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Joseph  Todd,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollar*  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourteenth  January, 
ope  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 
Dennis  LaughlaU)  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
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Bd  fifty  MBto  per  momhy  taeomiQeoceoQ  the 
veDty*iotirtii^Aiig«at,  one  thoasaod  eight  huD- 
red  and  elereD. 

George  Adamt,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
lODtb,  to  commence  oo  the  tweDty-nfnth  Jaau- 
ry,  oDe  thoosaad  eight  hundred  lyini  twelve.  - 

Sainuel  Newell,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
tooth,  to  commence  on  the  second  of  Marehj 
%e  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Thomas  Wyatt,  ai  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
[ty  cents  per  mopth,  to  commence  on  the  twenty- 
lurth  of  Jul^,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
even. 

Perry  Floyd,  at  the  rale  of  two  dollars  and  fift v 
sots  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fifteenth 
!*  February,  one  thoaaaod  eight  hundred  and 
reive. 

John  Kirk,  at  the.  rate  of  (wo  dollars  and  fifty 
*nts  per  month,  to  commence  oa  the  twenty- 
rst  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  bundreti 
Qd  eleven. 

lamee  Crawford,  at  the  ra^e  of  six  dollars  per 
lontb,  to  commence  on  the«  twelfth  of  Septem-. 
er,  one  thousand  eigbthandred  and  eleven. 

WiUiam  Haile,  at  the  rate  of*  one  dollar  sixty • 
X  and  two^hird  cents  per  mouthy  to  commence 
a  the  nioret^eath  of  .November,  one  thousand 
i^bt  hundred  and  eleven.  . 

Joseph  Qiimore,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and 
(venty-five  cents  per  'month,  to  commence  on 
le  ninth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  huii«> 
red  and  ten. 

£thelred  Cobb,  at  the  r^te  of  two  dollars  and 
fty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the.nine- 
lenth  November^  one  thousand  eight  himdred 
ad  eleven. 

John  Taylor,  ^  the  rate  of  three  dollars  tnd 
iventy-five  eeots  per  month,  to  eomioence  on 
le  twelfth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  bun* 
red  and  twelve. 

John  Reynolds  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per 
lonth,  to  commence  oo  the  thirteenth  Jul][,  one 
tousand  eight  hundred  and  ten.      ' 

Heory  McFarlane,  at  the  rate  of  two  ddlars 
er  month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh  FebrU'- 
ry,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine;  . 

John  Elliott,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
ents  per  month,  to  commenoe  on  the  twenty- 
ixih  Decern beri  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
[even. 

John  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
looth,  to  commence  on  the  second  March,  one 
lousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Thomas  Scotland,  at  the  fate  of  five  dollars  per 
lonth,  to  commence  on  the  tenth  of  December, 
ne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Luke  Goyant,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
lonth,  to  commence  on  the  twenty«first  Septem- 
er,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Daniel  Evans,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fty  cents  pec  month,  to  oommeqce  on  the  thir- 
ieth  March,  one  thousand  eight  huadred  and 
welve. 

Daniel  Rady,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
ents  per  months  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth 
Ipril,  one  thousand^etght  hundred  and  six. 


Jpha  Jordan,  at  the^rateof  seven  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  four^ 
ieenth  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
andeleveo* 

Jaco))  Seay,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
monib,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Oo 
tober,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

AmoB  Lewis,  at  twe  rate  of  two  dollars  aad 
fifty  cei^tsper  month,  to  commence  on  the  twea* 
ty-ninth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eleven. 

Benjamin  Fry,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  comm^ce  on  the  seventeenth  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

.Benjamin  Codington,  at  the  rate  of  two  dol^ 
lars  and  fifty  ceots  per  month,  to  commence  oa 
the  twenty^finh  day>bf  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve.  -  j  ■ 

John  Johnson,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
^^  cents  per  month,. to  commence  on  the  sixth 
day  Of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aad 
twelve. 

Patrkk'iColemao,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth  (day  of  Apri), 
one  thousand  eight. hundred  and  ten. 

John  Ghirnet,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  com/nence  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  bun* 
dred  and  tvyelve,  ' 

John  Bair,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  day  of  April, 
.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ehsveo. 

Sfic.  2.'  iind  ht  ii  Jurther  enacted.  That  tte 
pensions  ol'  the  following  named  persons,  already 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States, 
whose  claims  for  an-  increase  of  pension  have 
been  transmitted  to  Congress  pursuant  to  the  act 
for  that  purpose,  be  increased  to  the  sums  herein 
respectively  annexed  to  their  names;  the  said 
increase  to  corhmence  at  the  timet  herein  men- 
tioned, and  to  be  instead  of  the  pensions  they  at 
present  receive,  that  is  to  89j : 

JoBhua  Haynes,  at  the  rate  of  foOr  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Nathaniel  Leavitt,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  theaixteenth  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Bbenexer  Carlton,  at  iheirate  of  five  dollars  per 
month)  to  commence  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Jan- 
nary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  i welve. ' 

Robert  B.  Wilkins,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 

Ser  month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  dav  of 
angary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 
James  Crummet,  at. the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  |he  nineteenth  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 
Jotham  Nute,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  p^r 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

William  Warren,  at  the  rate  of  seven  doHaia 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commenceon  the 
fourth  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven. 

Jonathan  Stevens,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cejats  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  aev- 
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enth  of  Febraary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven.  *         ^ 

Luke  Aldrich;  Ht  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  6ents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  iwen- 
ty-sixth  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleyen. 

Ghistatus  Aldrich,  at  ihe  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month)  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  Decenq- 
ber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Levi  Chadburn,  at  the   rate  of  five 'dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  nineteenth  da 
of  March,  one  thousatid    eight   hundred    an 
twelve. 

Stephen  Barnum,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third  of' July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Gershom  Donnan,at  the  rate  of  five  doihrs  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Daniel  Bouton.  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourteenth  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Israel  Dibble,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per 
niottth,  to  commence  on.  the  twenty-second  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Heber  Smith,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
moiith,  to  commence  on  the  seventh  of  October, 
.one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven*. 

Nathan  Hawley,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 

month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-second  of 

.  August,  one  thousalid  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

David  Hurd,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 

month,  to  commence  6n  the  seventh  of  October, 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Amos  Skeel,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  cominence  on  the  twenty-first  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Moses  Raymond;  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hpndred  and  eleven. 

Isaac  Buell,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and  ser- 
enty-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
fifteenth  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eleven. 

'  Ransford  Avery  Ferris,  at  the  rate  of  five  dol- 
lars per  month,  to  commence  on  the  second  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 
Azel  Woodwonh,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  thirceenth  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 
Jonathan  WooUey.  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  day  of 
vMay,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Joseph  Tyler,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh  day  of  May. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Nehemiah  Pierce,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine* 

Samuel  Byers,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  pine. 

Oliver  .Darling,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundredand  nine. 
Bbenezer  Mcllvein,  aC  the  rate  of  five  dollars 


per 'month,  to  eommenee  on  theeleventb  diy  of 
May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Daniel  Russell,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Biif. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Asa  €k)uld,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per  mostk 
th  commence  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  May,  ose 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

William  Hazletine.  at  the  rate  of  five  doiiars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth  dajr  of 
May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Daniel  Btown,  at  the  rate  of  five  doliais  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Amasa  Grover,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  May. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Joseph  HootooD,  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  dollan 
thitty-three  and  one^third  eenta  per  mo^\k^ 
commence  on  (he  tweoty'-aecond  of  September, 
one  thousand  eight  kundred  and  eight, 

Philb,8toddart,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars tfair- 
ty-three  and  t>ne-t2iird  cents  per  month,  to  eoai- 
meiioe  on -the  aeyentb  of  October,  one  thousae^ 
eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Daniel  SuuBton,  at  .the  rate  of  three  doliin 
and  seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  comoieDce 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  September,  one  tboasisd 
eight  hundred  and  ten.         % 

Elijah  Knight,  at  the  rate  of  five  doHars  pa 
iB(onth,lo  cooimeace  on  the  first  day  of  Aog^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Nicholas  Baith,  alias  Barrette,  at  the  rated 
eleven  dollars  and  twenty -five  cenu  permooth, 
to'^ commence  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Jaata* 
ry,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelre. 

Aaron  Stiles,  «t  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  Norea- 
ber,  one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and  eleveo. 

Morris  De  Camp,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  seventeenth  of  April 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and' twelve. 

Ambrose  Lewis,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  loi 
seventy-five  cents  per.  month,  to  commence  on 
the  ninth  of  March,  one. thousand  eight  hoodrd 
and  eleven. 
Approved,  July  5,  1612. 


An  Act  confirming  grants  to  lands  in  the  Miisiaiff> 
Territory,  derived  from  the  Bdti«ji  GovemmcDt  ^ 
Wesi  Florida,  not  subseqaentlv  regranted  b;  ti^ 
Government  of  Spain  or  of  the  United  Statai- 

Be  it  enaeUd^  f  c.  That  citizens  of  the  United 
States  claiming  lands  In  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, by  virtue  of  grants  legally  aod  fully  ei^ 
cuted,  derived  from  the  British  Gtoveromeot cr 
West  Florida,  whose  lands  have  not  beeo  sQb<^ 
quently  regranted  by  the  Spanish  Gk^veromeBt- 
or  claimed  in  right  of  donation  or  pre-eiDptioQ 
certificates  granted  by  the  Boards  of  Conmis* 
sioners  east  and  west  of  Pearl  river,  aod  vrbosi 
claims  have  been  regularly  filed,  according  to  iiv 
with  the  proper  register  of  the  land  office  is  th( 
said  Territory,  and  are  embraced  in  the  report^ 
the  Commissioners  laid  before  Congress,  utm" 
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Dg  to  laW)  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  confirmed  id 
heir  respective  claims,  according  to  the  said 
rants :  Provided^  That  nothing  in  any  law  of  the 
Joited  States,  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  a  ju* 
icial  decision  of  controversies  under  the  reapec- 
ive  claims  aforesaid. 
Approved,  July  5, 1812. 


in  Act  to  admit  the  entry  of  vearala  of  tlie  United 
Stales  on  oertaia  conditiana. 

Be  it  enaded,  ^c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  fa 
dmit  to  entry  any  vessel  or  vessels  of  the  United 
States  which  may  have  been  ladtn  in  Uny  of  the 
lorts  of  India,  and  whose  master,  sapercareo,  or 
wner,  may  have  been  compelled  to  give  hatid, 
inder  penalty,  that  their  respect  ire  cargoes  shall 
«  landed  in  some  port  of  the  United  States: 
^rovided^  That  the  duties  on  such  cargoes  be  so- 
ured or  paid  agreeably  to  law,  and  their  eargoek 
le  deposited  in  public  stores,  under  th«  care  of 
he  collector  of  tho'  port  where  such  vessel  or 
essels  may  arrive,  there  to  remain  at  th«  lisk 
;od  charge  of  the  o#ner  or  owners  thereof, 
ubject  to  the  future  disposition  of  Gk>vernm«til 
D  relation  ta  the  said  vessels  and  cargoes. 

Approted,  July  5, 1812. 

Ln  Act  making  a  fiirther  appTopriaUon  for  the  defenee 
of  the  maritime  frontier,  and  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Be  U  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
tred  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
ppropriated,  in  addition  to  the  sums  already  ap* 
tropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  fortifying  and  de- 
ending  the  ports,  h&rbors,  and  tdaritiiiie  frontier 
if  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the 
upport  of  the  Navv  of  the  United  States,  the  fol- 
DwiDg  sums,  in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore 
ppropriated  for  that  object,  be,  and  the  same  ia 
lereby,  appropriated,  that  is  to  say: 

For  the  purpose  of  putting  and  keeping  in  ser- 
ice,  when  repaired,  the  frigates  Constellation. 
!?hesapeake,  and  Adams,  seventy-one  thousand 
wo  hundred  and  fifty  doHars. 

For  the  repairs  of  vessels  which  may  be  dam- 
ged  in  action  with  the  enemy,  or  by  the  other 
operations  of  war,  four  bqndred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  purchasing,  equipping,  and 
cutting  into  service,  and  keeping  and  employinff 
herein,  such  vessels  of  war,  as  may  be  captured 
rom  the  enemy  bv  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  as  in  the  opinioo  of  the  President  of 
he  United  States  shall  be  calculated  for  the  pub- 
ic service,  four  hundred  mad  twenty-eight  thou- 
and  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
»art  of  the  several  sums  hereby  appropriated  shall 
»e  applied  to  any  other  purpose  than  those  above 
pecined,  anything  contained  in  any  act  of  Coo- 
;re$s  to  the  contrary^  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,^  That  the 
everal  sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid 
•at  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other* 
viae  appropriated.— [Approved,  July  5, 1812.] 


An  Act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury*  tQ 
suspend  the  payment  of  certain  bills  drawn  by  John 
Armitrong,  late  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Court  of  France,  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Stotee. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
required  to  cause  to  be  suspended  the  payment,  at 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  of  certain- 
bills  drawn  by  John  Ari^^^rong,  late  Minister  of 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of'  France,  fa 
favor  of  the  cashier  of  the  French  Treasury. 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand 
five  hundred  and  thirty-four  francs  and  forty-one 
hundredths  of  a  franc,  for  certain  claims  arisipff 
under  the  Louisiana  Convention  in  favor  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates,  which  the  French 
Government,  by  virtue  of  an  agreement  entered 
Into  with  the  said  Minister,  had  assumed  to  pay. 
uutil  satisfactory  p»>of  shall  have  been  ezhihltea 
to  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  that 
the  said  bills,  or  a  sum  equal  thereto,  hive  been 
applied  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  the'Grov- 
ernment  of  France,  which  have  oeen  liquidated 
and  awarded  to  them  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Convention  of  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
three,  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
Republic. 

Approved,  July  6, 1812. 


An  Act  Co  compensate  for  his  services  the  Preddenl 
pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  acting  as  such  when  the 
office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  shall  he 
'  vacant.    . 

~Be  it  enacted,  4^,  J  That  the  President  pro  tem-N 
pore  of  the  Senate  who  has  acted,  or  may  here* 
after  act  as  such  when  the  office  of  v  ice  President 
shall  be  vacant,  shall  receive,  during  the  period 
of  his  services,  the  same  compensation  as  is  al- 
lQ#ed  by  law  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representtitives. 


An  Act  for  the  safe-keeping  and  accommodation  of 

prisoners  of  war. 

Beit  enacted^  f c.,  That  ttie  President  qC  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to 
make  such  regulations  .and  arrangements  for  the 
safe-keeping,  support,  and  exchange^  of  prisoners 
of  war,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  until  the  same 
shall  be  otherwise  provided  for  by  law;  and,  to 
carry  this  act  into  effect,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby^  appropriated, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys,  in  the  Treasjiry  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  July  6, 1812. 


An  Act  to  prohibit  American  vessels  fitmi  proceed- 
ing to,  or  trading  with,  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  pnrppses. 

Be  itenactedf^Cj  That  no  ship  or  vessel,  pwned 
in  whole  or  in  part  bv  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  permitted  to  clear  oat  or 
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depart  from  any  port  or  j[)lace  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States  or  territories  thereof,  to  any 
foreign  port  or  place,  tilt  th«  owners,  agent, factor, 
fjreignter,  oiaster,  or  commander,  shall  bave  given 
bond,  with  suflkient  securityj.in  the  amount  of 
such  ship  Or  vessel  and  cargo,  not  to  proceed  to, 
or  trade  with,  the  enemies  of  the  United  States, 
And  if  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned  as  aforesaid, 
shall  depart  from  any  port  or  place  within  the 
limits  ot  the  United  States  or  territories  thereoil 
fof  any  foreign  port  qr  place,  without  giving  bona 
tvlth  security  aforesaid,  such'  ship  or  vessel,  and 
cargo,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  owner  or  owners,  freighter,  fac- 
tor, or  agent,  master,  or  commander,  shall  sever- 
ally forfeit  and  pay  a. sum  equal  to  the  value  of 
such  ship  or  vessel  and  cargo ;  and  the  said  mas- 
ter or  commander,  if  privy  thereto,  and  being 
thereof  convicted,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisoned  for 
a  term  not  Exceeding  twelve  months,  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  person 
inhabiting  the  same,  shall  transport,  or  attempt  to 
transport,  over  land  or  otherwise,  in  any  wagon, 
cart,  sleigh,  boat,  or  otherwise,  naval  or  miHtary 
stores,  arms,  or  the  munitions  of  war,  or  SMiy  ar- 
ticle of  provision,  from  any  place  Of  the  United 
States,  to  any  place  in'Upper  or  Lower  danada, 
Nova  Scotia.'  or  New  Brunswick,  the  wa^on, 
cart,  sleigfa,  Wt,  or  the  thing  by  which  the  said 
naval  or  piilitary  stores,  arms,  or  munitions  of 
war»^r  articies  of  provisipn,  are  traasported  or  at- 
tempted- to  be  transpdrted,  together  with  such 
naral  or  military  stores,  arms,  or  munitions  of 
war,  or  provisions,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of 
the  Uqited  States,  and  the  person  or  persons  aid- 
ing or  privy  to  the  same  sbali  severally  forfeit 
and  pay  to  the  use  of  tb^  United  Sutes  a  sum 
equal  in  value  to  the  wagon  cart,  sleigh,  boat,  or 
thing,  by  which  the  said  naval  or  military  stores^ 
arms,  or  munitions  of  war,  or  artieles  of  provi- 
sion, are  transported,  or  are  attempted  to  be  trans* 
ported,  and  shall  moreover  be  considered  as 
l^uilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be  liable  to  be  fined, 
m  a  sum'  not  exceediiig  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six 
months,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court :  Prxmded^ 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to 
any  transportation  for  the  use  or  on  account  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  supply  of  its  troops  or 
armed  foroe. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
eoUeetors  of  the  several  ports  of  the  United  States 
bej  and  the  same  are  hereby,  authorized  to  seize 
and  stop-  naval  or  military  stores,  arms,  or  the 
munitions  of  war,  or  any  articles  of  provision, 
and  ship  or  vesselj  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  boat,  or 
thin^  by  which  any  article  prohibited  as  afore- 
said is  shipped  or  transported,  or  attempted  to  be 
shipped  or  transported,  coAtrary  to  the  provision, 
of  this  act. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no 
ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  anV  citizen  or  citi- 
zens, subject  or  subjects,  of  any  State  or  Kingdom 


id  amity  with  the  United  States,  except  soch  u, 
at  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  beloof  to  the  cit- 
izen or  citizens,  subject  or  subjects,  91  such  State 
or  Kingdom,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  boilt  ia 
the  limits  of  a  State  or  Kingdom  in  amity  with 
the  United  States,  or  purchased  by  a  citizen  or 
citizens,  subject  or  subjects,  of  a  State  or  Kingdom 
in  amity  with  the  United  States  aforesaid, from  1 
citizen  ox  citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
admitted  into  any  port  of  place  of  the  Usitei 
States,  unless  foneed  bv  stress  pf  weather,  or  Tor 
oeoeMry  repairs  j  and  any  ^hip  or  vessel,  be- 
longing to  a  citizen  or  citizens,  aobject  or  sub- 
jects, of  any. State  or  Kingdom  in  anaity  with  the 
United  States,  at  afbiesaid,  except  sueh  ships  aad 
vessels  as  are  above  ezeepted,  wAueh  shall,  fron 
and  after  the.  first  day  or  Noveiaber  next,  ester, 
or  attempt  to  enter,  any  port  or  place  aforesaid, 
the  same^with  her  cargo,  shall  be  forfeited  to  tbc 
Qse  of  the  United  States.  . 

Sbo.  ^  Ami  be  U  JurO^ enacted^  Thatanf 
British  packet  or  vessel  with  despatches  destined 
dot  the  United  States,  and  which  shall  have  de- 
parted from  any  port  or  place  in  the  Uoited 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  iu  de- 
pendencies, 00  or  before  the  first  day  of  Sepiai- 
ner  nett,  shall  not  be  liable  to  he  cajmred  or  coa- 
demned,  but  the  samcahsll  be  permitted  to  enter 
and  de|Nirt  fsom  anyport  or  place  in.  the  Uoited 
States :  Provided^  That  nothing  herein  eootaio- 
ed  shall  be  construed  to  affect  any  cartel,  or  ves- 
sel with  flag  of  truce. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ibe 
President  of  the. United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  give,  at  any  time  within  six 
months  after  the  passage  of  this  actj  passports 
fur  the  safe  'transportation  of  any  ship  or  other 
property  belonging  to  British  subiects,and  which 
IS  now  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  ererj 
person  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  Sutes,  or 
residing  therein,  who  shall  receive,  accept,  or 
obtain,  a  license  from  the  Qovernment  of  Great 
Britain,  or  au]^  officer  thereof,  for  leave  to  carry 
any  merchandise,  or  tend  any  armed  vessel  ioto 
any  port  or  place  within  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain,  or  to  trade  withuanyport  or  place,  shaii, 
on  conviction  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  & 
sum  equal  to  twice  the  value  of  any  such  ship, 
merchandise,  or  articles  of  trade,  and  shall  more- 
over be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdepieanor,  and  be 
liable  to  be  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  tweire 
months,  and  to  be  fined,  not  exceeding  one  thoa- 
sand  dollars. 

Approved,  July  6, 1812. 


An  Act  sapplementaiy  to  sn  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
respecting  alien  enemies." 

Be  it  enacteds  ^c.  That  nothing  in  the  proTiso 
contained  in  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  respeetior 
alien  enemies,"  approved  on  the  sixth  dajr  of 
July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  shall  be  extended  or  constrned  to  extend 
to  any  treaty,  or  to  any  ardde  of  #ny  treaty, 
which  shall  have  e^jiired,  or  which  shall  not  be 
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foree^  at  the  tnne  whea  the  proclamation  of 
!  President  shall  jssue. 
Approved,  July  6, 1812., 

r 

Act  making  additional  appropriationa  for  the  Mil- 
tarfEitablishmeDt,  and  for  the  Indian  Department, 
or  the  year  one  thoniand  eight  handled  and  tvaWe. 

3e  it  enacUcL  f  c.,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
kses  iocurrea,  and  to  be  incarreu,  under  the 
eralaets,  entitled  '^An  act  to  establish  a  ftuar- 
naster's  Department,  and  for  other  purposes," 
I  sa  act  to  amend  the  same,  "An  act,  making 
ther  provision  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers,'' 
I  "Aq  act  making  farther  provision  for  the 
my  of  the  United  States,"  for  the  Indian  De* 
tment,  and  for  satisfying  certain  ootstaoding 
im.5f  there  be,  and  hereoy  is,4ippropciated,  to 
paid  out  of  anjr  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
erwise  appropriated,  in  addition  to  the  sums 
iady  appropriated  for  the  said  objects,  respect- 
ly,  the  loliowing  sums,  that  is  to  say : 
ht  the  pay  of  the  Army,  seventy-two  thou* 
d  five  hundred  and  ninaty-six  dollars.  . 
i'or  forage,  four  thousand  seven  himdred  and 
fnty-two  dollars. 

ht  subsistence,  skc  thousand  two  hundred  fnd. 
f  dollars. 

^or  clothing,  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
Y-five  dollars. 

or  clerk  hire  and  stationery,  in  the  offices  of 
Q.uarterma9ter   General   and  Commiasary 
lerai  of  Purchases^  three  tl^ousand.  one  hun- 
i  and  fifty  dollars*  *" 

*or  the  salary  of  the  Commiissary  General  of. 
chases,  and  compensations  of  the  deputy  com- 
saries,  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
*or  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
)t,  comprising  the  employment  of  temporary 
nts,  presents  to  the  Indians,  and  transporta- 
I,  twenty  thousand  dollars.  '   ' .  ^ 

'or  the  payment  of  such  balances  as  have 
3  or  may  be  ascertained  from  actual  settVe- 
its  made  by  the  AeoMiotant  of  the  Depart- 
itof  War,  and  which  cannot  be  discharged 
of  any  existing  appropriations,  five  thousand 
ars. 

approved,  July  6)  1812. 


Act  fixing  the  time  Ibr  the  next  meeting  of 

Congiess*  / 

eit  enacted^  4-c.,  That, after  the  adjournment 
le  present  session,  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
8  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  of  November 

t. 

pproved,  July  6, 1812. 


A^ct  respecting  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United 

States. 

e  iimactedf^c^  That  tha  officers,  non-oom- 
doned  officers,  musicians,  aad  privates,  of  the 
ly  of  the  United  States,  shall  leceive  the 
e  pay,  forage,  ratioibs, ,  clothing,  and  other 


emoluments^  as  the  officers  of  the  same  grade 
and  corps,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates,  are  entitled  to  by  the  act,  entitlea 
"An  act  to  raise  for  a  limited  time  an  additional 
military  force,**  passed  April  twelfth,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eight ;  and  to  the  aid-de- 
caiup  ^  a  brigadier,  to  a  brigade  quartermaster, 
brigade  inspector,  and  adjutant,  there  shall  be 
allowed  forage  for  one  horse  only,  or,  in  lieu  there- 
of, ten  dollars  per  month;  ana  to  the  brigade 
majors,  under  the  act  passed  January  the  eleventh, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  there 
shall  be  allowed  forage  for  one  horse,  or,  in  lieu 
thereof,  ten  dollars  per  month ;  and  Cne  pay  of  a 
quartermaster  sergeant  shall  be  nine  dollars  per 
month.  . 
Approved,  July  6, 1811?. 

An  Aet  snpplementaiy  le  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act 
giving  fiiTtner  time  to  the  parchasers  of  public  lander 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohioj  to  complete  thejir.pay-  ' 
ments." 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  provisions  of  the 
act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement  shall  be^ 
and  they  are  hereb)[i  extended  to  the  several  pur- 
chasers of  the  fractional  sections,  which  were,  by. 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
classed  together  for  sale,  according  to  the  ninth 
sexton  or  an  act,,  entitled  "An  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed 
on  the  .twentieth  of  March,  one  .thousand  ei^ht 
hundred  and  four,  notwithstanding  the  quantity 
of  land  contained  in  any  one  tract,  composed  of 
such  fractional  sections,  so  classed  together,  and 
purchased  by  a  single  contract,  shall  exceed  six 
buffered  and  forty  acres. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  UJurther  enacted.  That  the 
assignee  or  assignees  of  any  original  purchaser 
of  land  from  the  United  States,  the  lands  being 
purchased  prior  tp  the  first  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  benefit  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  and  the  last  pre* 
ceding  section,  in  every  case  where  it  shall  appear, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  and  receiver  of 
public,  mpneys  of  the  district  within  which  the 
land  may  lie,  that  the  assignment  by  which  he 
or  they  so  claim  was,  bonafide,  made  prior  to  the 
^ssing  of  the  aforesaid  act,  that  the  whole  lands 
claimed  by  virtue  of  such  assignment  does  not 
exceed  sil  hundred  and  forty  acres,  unless  it 
comes  within  the  provision  of  the  preceding  sec* 
tion,and  that  the  lands,  or  some  one  tract  thereof^ 
is  inhabited  and  cultivated  by  or  for  the  uae  of 
the  assignee  or  assignees. 

Sec.  \  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That,  in 
every  case  where  any  tract  or  tracts  of  land,  pur- 
chased prior  to  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand eignt'  hundred  and  eignt,  not  exceeding  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  unless  such  tract  shall 
come  within  the  provision  of  the  first  section  of 
this  act,  has,  since  the  first  dav  of  April  last,  Re- 
verted, or  that  may,  before  the  first  day  of  August , 
next,  tevert  to  the  United  States,  for  default  of 
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payment;  the  person  or  persons  claiming  such 
Uact  or  tracts,  whether  as  an  assignee  or  an  origi- 
nal purchaser,  may  again  re-enter  the  same:  and 
all  moneys  which  sQch  assignee  or  original  pur- 
chaser may  have  paid  shall  be  replaced  to  bis 
credit,  by,  the  register  and  receiver  of  public 
moneys  of  the  district  in  which  the  lands  may 
lie,  and  such  repurchaser  or  repurchasers  shall 
be  allowed  the  same  benefit  of  the  extension  of 
the  time  of  payment,  provided  by  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  as  though  no  such  reverMon 
had  occurred,  provided  sucli  assignee  or  assignees, 
original  purchased,  or  purchasers,  shall  mase,  to 
the  proper  land  officer,  application  for  snch  re- 
entry on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September 
next,  and  that  the  lands  so  reentered  shall  oof 
have  been  resold  previous  to  such  application. 
Approved,  July  6^  1812. 


An  Act  authorizing  k  subscription  for  the  old  six  par 
cent  and  deferred  stocks,  and  proYiding  for  an  ex- 
change of  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That  a  subscription  to  the 
full  amount  of  the  old  six  per  cent,  and  deferred 
stocks  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  proposed  to  the 
proprietors  thereof;  for  which  purpose  books  shall 
be  opened  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
and  by  (he  several  Commissioners  of  Loans,  on 
the  first  day  of  October  next,  to  continue  open 
till  the  seventeenth  day  of  March  ensuing,  inclu- 
sively, the  fourteen  last  days  of  each  quarter  ex- 
cepted!, for  such  part  of  the  above-mentioned 
atooks  as  sh«ll,  on  the  day  of  subscription,  stand 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  ajsd  of  the  several 
Commissioners  of  Loans,  respectively;  which  sul)- 
scription  shall  be  effected  by  a  transfer  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  manner  provided  by  ]aw  for 
such  transfers,  of  the  crejdit  or  credits  standing  on 
the  said  books,  and  by  a  surrender  of  the  certifi- 
cates of  the  stock  subscribed. 

Sec  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  for 
such  part  of  the  amount  of  old  six  per  cent,  or 
deferred  stock,  thus  subscribed,  as.  shall  remain 
unredeemed  on  the  day  of  such  subscription^ 
credits  shall  be  entered  to  the  respective  subscri- 
bers, on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  or  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Loans,  where  such  subscription 
shall  have  been  made,,  and  the  subscriber  or  sub- 
scribers shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  certificate 
or  certificates  purporting  that  the  United  States 
owe  to  the  holder  or  holders  thereof^  his.  her,  or 
their  assigns,  a  sum  to  be  expressed  therein, 
equal  to  the  unredeemed  amount  of  the  old  six 
per  cent,  or  deferred  stocks,  subscribed  as  afore- 
said, bearing  an  mterest  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  payabU  quarter  yearly,  from  the  first  dfey 
of  the  quarter  during  which  such  subscription^ 
shall  hav^  been  made,  transferable  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  transfers  of 
the  stock  subscribed,  and  subject  to  redemption 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  at  any  time 
after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-four:  Provided^ 
That  no  reimbursement  shall  be  made,  except  for 
the  whole  amount  of  the  stock  standing  at  the 


time,  to  the  credit  of  anv  proprietor,  on  the  boob 
of  the  Treasury,  or  or  the  Cbmmii^ioDers  of 
Loans,  respectively,  nor  till  after  at  least  six 
months'  previous  public  notice  of  sueh  intended 
reimbursement. 

Sfic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  ThattW 
same  funds  which  heretofore  have  been.aadnov 
are  pledged  by  law  for  the  payment  of  iheioteret 
and  for  the  redemption  or  reimbursememofihe 
stock  which  may  be  subscribed  by  virtaeofihe 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  remain  pledged  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  accruing  on  tbenoek 
created  by  reason  of  such  subscription,  and  for 
the  redemption  or  reimbursement  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  same.  It  shall  be  the  dmy  of  i\t 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  cause  to 
be  applied  and  paid  out  of  the  silid  fund,  yearlr 
and  every  year,  such  sum  and  sums  as  miy  be 
annually  wanted  to  discharge  the  annual  iotercft 
accruing  on  the  stock  which  may  be  created  br 
virtue  of  this  act.  The  said  Commissioners  tre 
hereby  authorized  tb  apply,  from  time  to  time 
such  sum  and  sums  out  of  the  said  fundastbej 
may  think  proper,  towards  redeeming,  hj  pQ^ 
chase,  or  hy  reimbursement,  in  conformirj  vidi 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  principal  of  liit 
said  stock.  '  And  such  part  of  the  annual  somof 
ei^ht  millidns  of  dollars,  vested  by  law  io  tfce 
satd  Commissioners,  as  may  be  necessary  *d 
wanting  for  the  above  purposes,  shall  be  and  eoD- 
tinue  appropriated  to  the  pa vment  of  interest  aad 
redemption  df  the  public  debt,  until  the^holeof 
the  stock  which  majr  be  created  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  shall  have  been  redeemed  or 
reimbursed. 

Bec.  4  Andbe  it Jurtherenaetedy  Thatnotbiof 
in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  io  anr- 
wise  to  lllter,  abridge,  or  impair,  the  righu  of 
those  creditors  of  the  United  States  who  sbiH 
not  subscribe  to  the  loan  to  be  opened  by  rirtoe 
of  this  act. 

Approved,  July  6, 1812. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ''Aa  tct 
authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  excaediiig  deiva 
millions  of  dollars." 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That  the  Secretarf  of  (be 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
employ,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Prcsideot  of 
the  United  States,  an  agent  or  agents  for  the  pll^ 
pose  of  selling,  in  conformity  with  the  prort>ioaa 
of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  ito 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dol- 
lars,'* any  part  of  the  stock  created  by  nm^  of 
the  said  act.  A  commission,  not  exceediog  one 
eighth  of  one  percent,  on  the  amount  thus  sold. 
may,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed 
to  such  agent  or  agents;  and  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing five  thousand  five  hundred'dollars,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  ptj* 
ing  the  amount  of  suoh  commission  or  coDnD- 
sions  as  may  be  thus' allowed.-  • 
I     Approved^  July  6, 1813. 
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Lo  Aet  ni^kiog  further  proYiaion  for  the  Armj  of  the 
Uoited  States,  tod  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
Joited  States  be  and  he  is  herebsr  aathorized,  bf 
;od  with  the  ad?iee  and  cooseat  of  the  Senate, 
0  appoint  two  Brigadier  Gkoerals,  inr  addition  to 
bose  already  authorized  by  law,  who  shall  each 
)e  entitled  to  the  same  number  of  Aids  and  Brig- 
ide  Majors  as  are  allowed  to  a  Brigadier  General 
iDder  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  eleventh  ^f 
^inuaryj  one  thousand  eis^ht  hundred  and  twelve, 
lod  the  said  Brigadier  Generals,  Aids,  and  Brig- 
de  Majors,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  ^ame 
tt^aod  emoluments  as  «re  bylaw  allowed  to 
ifficers  of  the  same  grade.    . 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  .That  to  any 
irmj  of  the  United  States,  .other  than  that  in 
rhich  the  Adjutant  General,  Inspector  General, 
luartermaster  General,  and  Paymaster  of  the 
Vrmy,  shall  serve,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Presi- 
tent  to  appoint  oae  Deputy  Adjutant  General,  one 
)eputy  Inspector  Gkneri^.  and  one  Deputir  Pay- 
naster  General,  who  shall  be  taten  from  the  line 
»r the  Army,  and  who  shall  each,'in  addition  to 
lis  pay  and  other  emoluments,  be  entitled  to  fifty 
loilars  per  month,  which  shall  be  in  M\  eompen- 
atioa  for  his  eitra  services.  And  that  there  shall 
)e  to  each  of  the  foregoing  deputies  such  number 
)f  assistant  deputies  (not  exceeding  three  to  each 
lepartment)  as  the  public  service  may  requirej 
irho  shall  in  like  manner  be  taken  from  the  line, 
iDd  who  shall  each  be  entitled  to  thirty  dollars 
)er  month,  in  addition  to  his  pfiy  and  other  emol- 
iDieats,  which  ^hall  be  in  full  compensation  for 
Hs  extra  services:  And  provided^  aUo,  That 
he  President  of  the  United  States  be  ana  he  is 
lereby  authorized  to  appoint  any  of  the  officers. 


An  Act  sapplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
authoriang  the  President  of  the  ITnited  States  to  ac- 
cept and  organize  certain  volunteer  military  corps.'* 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.,  That,  in  ail  cases  where  vol- 
unteers have  offered,  or  shall  hereafter  offer,  their 
services  to  the  United  States,  under  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  accept  and  organize  certain  vol- 
unteer military  corps,'*  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  and 
commi^ion  officers  thereto,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  anything  in  the 
said  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding :  PrO" 
tided,  That,  prior  to  the  issuing  of  soch^ommia- 
aions,  the  volunieers  aforesaid  ^hall  have  signed 
aa  enrollment  binding  themselves  lo  service,  con- 
formably to  the  provisioDs  of  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  ii  furthor  enacted,  That  the 
Preeideat  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  form 
the  corps  of  volunteers  into  battalions,  squadroned 
rcghnenta,  brigades,  and  divisiona,  and  to  appoint 
thereto,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  conaeniof  the 
Senate,  general,  field,  aod  staff  officers,  conform- 
ably with  the  Military  JSstablishment  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
pay  ai)d  emolumenta  of  officers  of  a  similar  grade 
and  corps  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  o(  the  United  States, 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  all  the  offi- 
cers authorized  by  this  act;  which  appointments 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  .Senate,  at  their  next 
session,  for  their  advice  and  consent. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  catfe 
the  volunteers,  when  their  term  of  service  shall 
have  expired,  shall  deliver  their  ^tand  of  arms 
and  axscoutrements,  in  good  order,  to^the  proper 
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Sec  3.  And  be  it  fitrtktr  enacted,  That  all 
etters  and  packages  to  and  from  the  Adjutant 
3eneral  and  Inspector  General  shall  be  free  from 
wstage. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  is  hereby  authorized  to  confer  brevet 
rank  on  such  officers  of  the  Army  as  shall  distin- 
guish themselves  by  gallant  actions  or  meritori- 
)Qs  conduct,  or  who  shall  have  served. ten  years 
Q  aof  one  grade :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein 
:ontaiDed  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  entitle  offi- 
:ers  so  breveted  to  any  additional  pay  or  emolu- 
nents,  except  when  commanding  separate  posts, 
listricts,  or  detachments,  when  they  shall  be  en- 
itled  to,  and  receive,  the  same  pay  and  emolu- 
neats  to  which  officers  of  the  same  grades  are 
low  or  hereafter  may  be  allowed  by  law. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  JUrther  enacted,  That  the 
officers  who  shall  not  take  waiters  from  the  line 
of  the  Army,  shall  receive  the  pay,  clothing,  and 
subsistence,  allowed  to  a  private  soldier,  for  as 
many  waiters  as  they  may  actually  keep,  not  exr 
eeediog  the  number  allowed  by  existing  regula- 
tions. 

Approved,  July  6^  1812.. 


livered. 
Approved,  July  0, 1812. 


Resolution  granting  permission  to  the  Judges  .of  the 

Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to  use  the  books 

in  the  Library  of  Congress.  ^ 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Renrt' 
atntativee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress  assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repjesentatives 
for  the  time  being  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  grant  the  use  of  the  books  in  the  Librhry 
of  Congress  to  the  Judges  of  the.Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  times,  and  on  the 
same  terms,  conditions,  and  restrictions, -as  mem- 
bers of  Congress  are  allowed  to  use  said  books. 

Approved,  March  2, 1812. 

Reeolntioti  on  the  subject  of  Arts  and  Manu&ctures 
Resolved^  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury be  directed  to  employ  a  person  to  digest,  and 
reduce  to  such  form  as  shall  be  deemed  most  con- 
ducive to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  a 
statement  of  the  number,  nature,  extent,  situation, 
and  value,  of  the  arts  and  manufactures  of  the 
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United  States,  together  with  lucU  otkfir  details, 
eopnected  with  these  svibject«,  as  can  be  made 
from  theabsiracts  and  other  documentsand  returns 
reported  to  him  b^  the  marshals  atid  other  per- 
sons .urn  ployed  to  collect  infornaation  in  donform- 
ity  to  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  first  of 
Mar,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  and 
9uch  oth«r  information  as  has  been  or  may  be  ob* 
talnedf  whicli  the  subject  will  adali(  of;  and  that 
be  report  the  same  to  Congress. 
Apiproved,  March  19, 1812. 


Raiohition  nquMting  tfa«  State  of  Georgia  to  asient  to 
the  formation  of  two  States  of  t)ie  MissiMippi  Ter* 
ritory. 

Re$olvedj  f  c,  Tl^at  the  Legislatore  of  the  State 
of  Oreorgia  be  and  they  are  hereby  req0e8ttd  lo 
l^re  their  assent,  b^  law,  to  the  formation  of  two 
States  of  the  Mississippi  Territory :  Provided^ 
In  the  opinioQ  of  Congress  a  diviaion  of  said  Ter- 
ritoty  for  that  purpose  shonld  hereafter  be  expe* 
dient.*-f  Approred,  Jane .17^  1813.} 


Reiohition  requesting  the  President  of  the  Unitod 
States  to  recommend  a  day  of  pabBc  homilistioa 
and4>rajer. 

It  beio j^  a  duty,  peboliarlj  incnmbeat  in  a  time  g( 
public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  devootlf 
to  acknowledge  bur  dependence  on  Almi^tj 
GN>d,  and  to  implore  his  aid  «nll  protecuos: 
Therefore, 

Re$6lved^^,y  That  a  joint  committee  of  both 
Houses  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  request  that  he  recommend  a  day  of  public 
humiliation  and  prayer  to  be  dbserTed  by  the  peo- 
ple ef  the  United  States,  with  religious  solemoity, 
and  the  ofiering  of  ferFent  supplications  to  Al- 
mighty Qod  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  these 
States,  his  blessing  on  their  arms,  anxl  the  speedy 
restoration  of  peace. 

H.CLAY, 

Speaher  of  the  Howe  rf  HepreaenialtDet. 

WM.  H.  CRAWPORD, 

PtisidenS  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore. 
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TO  THE  PROCEEDINQS  AND  PEBATES  OP  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OP  THE 

TWELFTH  CONQRBSS. 


SENATE. 


« A.  N  Pig«, 

Mitiooal  Datias,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rop- 

reienUtives,  imposifif^,  lead,  &e.    -        -    203 

read  a  feoond  time,  and  nferred        -     -  <•    903 

teported  with  amendments         ...    906 

amendments  ef  the  Commitlee  not  agreed 

to,  and  bill  read  a  *third  time,  and  passed    900 

dditienal  Military  Force,  a  bill  to  raise  for  a 

limited  lime  an;  read,  Ac.       -        -  '     -  '    89 
read  a  second  time    -        -  '     .        .        -      90 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  «        .        £^        .      84 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        •      85 
rKomed  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
with  amendmenks,  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  bo  printed      -        -        •        -      96 
some  amendments  agreed  to,  and  others  dis- 
agreed to        •  -        -        •>        -      06 
the  Honse  of  RepresentatiTss  agree  with  the 
Senate  except    in    one  amendment  on 
which  they  insisty^and  the  Senate  receded 
from  their  disagreement  -        •        •      97 
a  bin  from  tho  Hoose  of  Representatives 
supplementary  to  the  act  of  1808  to  raise 
an,  read  twice,  and  refened    •    .    -    ^   -     116 
reported  without  amendment      *        •      '-138 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  -     •     124 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...   -126 
a  bill  from  thr  House  of  RepreeentatiTOi 
making  appitipristioos  fot  support  of  the^ 
reed  Iwice^  and  referred        -    *   •        *      117 
reported  without  amendment   •   '    -        -      118 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  thitd  reeding '  •      120 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended        121 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeentatiyes 

supplementary  to  the  act  to  raise  an;  read  '166 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •     I'OO 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -    167 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -     168 
read  a  third  time  as  amended^  and  passed  -     169 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTos  in 

addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an,  read- twice    191 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •193 
.djoumment,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  joint  resolu- 
tion concerning,  read      ....    900 

a{ptied  to,  and  a  committee  on  the  sttlject 
appointed      ......    9p2 

the  House  of  Repreaentatives  concur  in  the 
same     -        -        -        -^-        -        -    809 

resolution  reported,  fixing  the  6th  July  for, 

read -        -    313 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Houie  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  same  effect,  read    -        -    313 
read  a  second  time    '..-••    314 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        •        •    815 
read  a  third  time,  end  eoncurred  in    -        •816 
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appointment  of  a  joint  eommittee  to  ivrait  oh 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  in« 
•    form  him  ol  the  same    -  •    -  •        .        .    321 
Affidavita  and  Bail»  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  providing  for  the  more 
oonvenient  taking  of,  read      -        -        •   -  91 
read  a  second  time^  and  referred         •        -      98 
reported  amended      •        -        •      '  -        •   '119 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended    «        .        -    119 
Aggressions  of  Belligerents,  papers  in  relation  to  2048 
Alien  Enemies,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rept^ 
septativeii  supplemental  to  the  aet  con- 
cerning, read  twice,  and  referred    -        -    314 
reported  amended,  and  so  ordered  to  a  third 

reading         .-.-..    315 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •    316 
American  Manufectures,  Mr.  GHles  submitted  m 
resolution  to  refer  to  a  select  committee 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  r^ 
lates  to,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  oom^  ' 
mittee  appointed    -        -        -        •        -      16 
Anderson,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  hill  to  raise  an    ' 

additional -military  force-        •        .        •      54 
remarks  of,  on  joint  reeolntiott  for  a  reoesa      213 
Appointment  of  Officers,  dbc^  a  Measage  from 
t)ie  President  of  the  United  States  in  re- 
lation to,  referred  •        •        -  '     -        -    812 
Apportionment  of  Representatives,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  fOr  the,  read 
"twice'     -        -        •'-        -        -^24 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •      26 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -      27 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 
amendment,  and  ask  a  conference,  which 
is  granted      ------      29 

report  of  the  managers  that  they  could  not 

-  agree,  and  the  Semate  resolve  to  insist    -      31 
the  House  of  Representatives'  receded        -      84 
Appropriations  and  Expenditures,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  submitted  a  resolution  direct- 
ing the  'Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay 
befere  the  Senate  a  view  of  tfae,'dkc.        -    172 
agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -•-     196 

report  of  the  Secretary,  in  obedience  io  the 
resolution,  ordered  to  be  printed      -        -201 
Armies  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  concerning 
the  rules  and  articles  fbr  the  government 
of  the,  read   -        -        -'       *        -        -    114 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -      '  -        -116 
amended,  and  third  reading  refrised    -        -    121 
Armstrong,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
X  resentatives  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  payment  of 
cerUhi  biJli  drawn  by,  read  twice  -       -    818- 
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read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    ^^1 

oorreapondehce  in  relation  to  the  snapension 

of  payment  of  bills  drawn  by 

Mmjt  a  bill  fro^  ^'  Hoaae  of  HepteMBtatiYea 

making  further  provision  for  the 

read  twice  and  referred      -        -        •        . 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third 

reading-       -        -        -        -        -        - 

•  read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  as  amended  - 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTes 

with  agreement  to  the  amendments  with 

an  amendment,  which  was  concurred  in  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea 

for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represeniatiyes 

making  further  provisioii  for  the,  read     • 
refotred  and  reported  without  amendment  - 
read  ia  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    - 
Arsenals  and  Magazine^  a  report  from  the  See 

letary  of  War  on  the  subject  of 
Aftificers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  ReprescntA- 

tives  for  or^aniiing'a  eorpeof 

•  read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  •  • 
reported  amended  .  «  -  .  • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  * 
the-  Hous^  of  Representatives  tigrhe  with 

amendments,  which  were  concurred  in    • 

ArtsaAd  Manufactures,  a  joint  resolution  from 

the  House  of  Representatives  relating  to, 

read  twice,  and  referred 

■reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        -        -        -        - 

reed  a  third  time,  and' passed  as  amended  • 
Associations  for  Maritime  Security;  a  bill  r^Bspect- 
ing,  read 
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ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -^        .^ 
1       read  a  third  time,  and  ]>asBed      ... 
Austin,  Mosets  and  John  R.  Jones,  oh  motion  of 
Mr.  Bradley  the  petition  of,  presented  at 
last  session,  was  referred  to  a  committee  -      24 

B. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  repeal  the  tenth  sec-  * 
tion  of  the  aet  to  Ineorporate  the,  read 
twice     -        -        -        •        «       .        ,    168 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    173 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •        •        -    175 
Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the 
petition  of  the,  praying  an  enlargement 
of  capital,  referred  -        -        «        •        -     166 
kiU  authorizing  the  increase  of  capital,  read      240 
read  a  aecond  time     .....    241 
Barbery  Powers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  continue  in  force  for  a  fui^ 
ther  time  the  first  section  of  the  act  to 
protect  commerce  and  seamen  against  the» 

read -.89 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred    .     -        -      92^ 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -    .    -        -  .     -     106 
read  a  third  time,  an^  passed     -        ••        -     107 
Bayard,  Jaines  A.,  of  Delaware,  attended,  and 

took  hip  sf  at  •        -        •        -        .   ^    .     426 
speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  postpone  the  dec- 
laration of  war       .....    267 
Baylj,  Mounfjoy^  election  of,  as  Doorkeeper     -      11 


Beall,  Colonel  William  Dent,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  relief  o^ 
read      -        -        -        -        -        -    ,   .    ttl 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        •    237 

referred  to  a  committee      -         -        -        -    S59 

reported  Itrithont  amendment,  and  osdered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Benton,  Captain  Selah,,a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of 
Riepresentatives  fbr  relief  of    .,        .       - 
read  jl  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •         .        > 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Bertin  and  Milan  Decrees^  Mr.  Reed  eiilmiitted 
a  resolution  in  rektion  to  the  •        •       • 
amended;  and  agreed  te  .  - 
.  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Traecmy  in 
obedience       -        •        •        -  .     '- 
Bibb,  George  M«,  appointed  Senator  bj  the  Le- 
gislature Ckf  Kentttcky,  was  qualified  and 
took  hia.seal  -        -        -        -        -       • 

speech  o^  on.  the  reaolutien  for  Ovxeeessef 
Congress    .   -        -        -        -         -       - 

Bioren,  John,  and  others^  Mr.  Leib  preaented  a 
memorial  of,  referred      -        •      -  - 
a  bill '  authorising  a  aubseription  to  on  edi- 
tion of  the  laws  by,  read         ... 
read  a  second  time    -- 
indefinitely  postponed 
Blanket*  and  Clothing,  Mr.  Lloyd  suVmitted  a 
•    reedutioii  of.  the  Legielaiure  of  Massa- 
chusetts, ofiering  to  eontract  with  the 
*       Government  for  tho  supply  of,  dte^  - 
Boardman  and  Pope,  and  others,  Mr.  Uoyd  pfc- 
sented  a  petiUou  of»  referred  to  a  oommilr 
tee         -•.••.- 
committee  discharged         .... 

Bond,  I^ewis,  and  others,  Mr,  Wortbington  pre- 

'    sented  a  petition  of,  referred  - 
Books  of  the  Library,  a  joint  reeolutioa  from  the 
Ho«se  of  RepresentativeB,  granting  to  the 
Judgea  of  the  Supreme  Coort  tke  use  of 
the,  read  three  times,  by  consent,  aad 
concurred  in  -        -        -        -        .       -   131 

t  Boston^  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petitioiB  of  five 
hundred  merchants  o(  refened,  ando^ 
dered  to  be  printed         •        - 
-repprt'of  inexpediency  to  grant  •        •       - 
subject  postponed  indefinitely    •        -       • 
Boundaries,  a  biU  to  authorise  the  Pieeident  to 
ascertain  severs),  read  twice   - 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   • 
read  a  third-time,- and  paased     - 
returned  from  the  House  with  adkendmeats, 
and  committed       ..... 

Bradley,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  rceolution  for  a 
recess    -        -        -        -        -  .      -        • 

Breckenridge,  Rev.  John,  election  of,  as  Chaplain 
Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginia,  attended,  and  look 

his  seat  -        .    -    - 

British  American  Continental  Powers,  a  joint 
resolution  from  the  House  of  Repiesent- 
atives,  authorizing  the  President  ef  the 
Unit^  States  to  issue  a  proclamation  to 
'  the  inhabitants  of  the    -        .        -        - 
Brown,  Thomap,  Mr.  Cutts  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
report  of  thai  officer  read  •       -       -       • 


161 


lOS 
319 


.     M 


sss 

Stt 

af 

163 
ISli 

941 

513 
19 

II 


30 
81 


INDEX. 


n 


senate  Proceedings*  a$id  Debaiee. 


Page. 
rown,  Stmael,  Mr.  C«mpb«Ilof  Ohio- prviwU- 

ed  a  petition  of      -        •        -        -        -    129 
n>wDttowa»  a  bill  to  •uthoriza  the  surv^yiog 
aod  making  of  certain  roads  contemplatad 
in  the  treaty  of,  read    .  -        ^        •        '      ^^ 
read  a  second  tUne,  referred,  reported  with-   • 
out  amendment,  and  ordiored  to  a  third 
reading  -        -        -        -        -        -      21 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed    -        -     '  •      Sd 

vnhaffl,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Repre* 

-  tentatives  for  relief  of,  read     -        •        -      31 

rf id  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      32 

the  third  reading  refused    •        •        •        •      90 

Tote  reconaidered       .        .        .        «        •      91 
third  reading  resamed,  and  the  biU  passed  -      95 
■ineM,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee 
was  appointed  under  the  42d  rule  for  con* 
ducting  -        •        -        -•        -11 

on  motioB  of  Mr.  GHfanan,  the  abme,  nn* 
der  the  tSd  roJe  lor  eondacting       -        •      U 

C. 

mpbell,  George  W.»  appointed  a  Senatf  r  b^ 
the  Legislature  of  Tenneaeeey  was  qu>|i» 
fied,  aod  took  his  seat    -        -        »        -        9 
•peech  o^  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 

militaij  foroe         -        -        •        - .    •  -      66 
remarks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  for  a  xe- 
GOM       .        .        -        .        -        -■       .    213 
tapbell,  Alexander,  of  Ohio,  attended,  and  took 

bis  seat         -        .....        .        .18 

spitol,  &c,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represest- 
atives,  making  appropriations  to  discharge 
all  otttstwidi^g  oiaims  lor  work  done  on 
the,  read        •        -        -       -       •        «    248 
read  a  seoend  time>  and  referred '    .  r    .  •    245 
r^rted  with  amendments         -        -        -    302 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        •    308 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeoed  aa  amended  -.  311 
the  House  of  Repreeentatives  agree  and  dis*. 
agree,  and  the  Senate  recede  -        -        »    319 
aptures,  Mr.  Smith  of  Majylaod  submitted  m 
resolution  in  relation  to  •       -       ^       •    161 
amended,  and  agreed  to    -        •        •        -    162 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale  iu  reply    2 10 
the  eaid  report  in  full       '  •        f        -        •  2002 
anell,  of  Carroltoto,  Mt.  Smith  of  Maryland, 
presented  a  memorial  ol|  and  others,  dep* 
recsting  war  -        -        -        -       ••      ..  -  209 

cnevs,  the  Pnaident  of  the  United  States  Irane- 
mitted  a  report  firom  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  relation  to  the  -        •        •        *      20 
on  motion  t>f  Mr.  Leib,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  was  directed  to  obtain  the  number 
of  printed  copies  apportioned  to  the  Senate      2 1 
baplains,  Mr^  Vamum  submitted  a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  two,  of  different  de» 
nominations  -'-        -        -        •        •.      10 
resolntion  agreed  to  -        -        -        •        •      16 
(mission,  Mr.  GaiUard  presented  sundry  reso- 
lutions uf  the  citizens  of,  apprOTing  the 
measures  of  Government,  otdered  to  be 
printed-        -        -        -        -        '*        -    25S 

Ivke,  John,  Mr.  Gregg  presented  the  petitioa 

of^  Tcferred  to  a  committee      ...     183 
tbe  committee  disehv9ad  .        •        »        «    299 
lay,  Henry«  a  message  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resen tatives,  announced  the  election  pf,.  as    . 
Speaker 10 

r 


.Ptgu. 
Clerks,  a  report.from  the  Treasury  Department*  • 

stating  the  sqms  respectiTely  paid  to      -      09 
similar  report  from  tbe  PostpilMtiar  General  90 

similar  xeport  from  the  Department  of  War      lOS 
Clinton,  George^  Vice  President -of  the  United 

biatee,  the  death  o£  aanonoced      -        m    206 
Collection  of  Customs,  a  report  from  the  Treaso 
ury,  stating  the  emoluments  of  offieers 
employed  in  the    -        -  .      - .       *        -     167 
Collectors  of  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  dtc,  i^  bill  for 

the  jrelief  of,  read  twice  -        •        .        •    147 
third  reading  refused         ....    ^75 
Commerce  and  Coasts,  a  bill  more  efiectually  .to 

ptotect  the,  read    -        •    >   .        *        .    220 
read  aaeoond.time,|md  ireforred        •        •    22S 
Commercial  Intercourse,  a  bill  in  addition  t6  the 

supplemental^  act  concerning,  read  -  <  94 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  .  ...  •  -  • .  106 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee  -162 

said  committee  discharged  .        »        .    339 

Ml.  Pope  submitted  a  reoolution  to  repeal  aU   " 

acts  oonceuing     - ,       •        •*       •        -    287 
resolution  negetited    -      -        •        -      .  •    230 
Confidential  Proceedings    -     •        -        -       •    266 
Congress,  a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  me^ 

ingofyTead  •  -  -  -  -  .  313 
a  bill  /rom  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes  to 

the  same  eflbct,  read      ....    313 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -  *     •        -    314 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •   .     -      .•    316 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        *  .      •    317 

ConkHn  and  Pierson,  Mr.  German  presented  a 

petition  of,  referred        ....    208 
Conneotieut,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  d^ 
trict  courts  in,  read         •        -        -        •     1 12 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    -    112 
Contingent  Expenses,  thie  President  of  the  United 

dtates  transmitted  an  account  of     •        •     100 
Cope,  Thomas  P.,  Mr.  Gregg  presented  the  peti- 
tion ot,  referred .     •        .        •        •        -.    217 
Corcoran,  Thomas,  and  otbei%  Mr«  Anderson 

.  presented  a  memorial  of,  referred    -        •>    111 
Crawford-,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  biU  concerning 

tbe  Naval  Establishment        -        - .      •    140 
election  ef,  as  Pfesident'  of  the  Senatn  pro 
tern.      -        -    .    -        -        -      .  -        -177 
Cumberland  Road,  report  from  the  Treasury,  im . 

Uie  sul^eot  of  the  -  «  .  .  -  US 
referred  to  a  committee  •  .  •  •  140 
a  bill  concerning  the,  read  -  •  *.  •  204 
read  a  second  time  v-  •  •  •  •  206 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ...  210 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        •        •    210 

Deferred  Stocks,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, respeoling     .        -        •        •  817 
read  and  referred       -        -        -        -        -  817 
■  reported  without  amendment     •        .        •  310 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  320 
Departure  of  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  from  tbe 
House  of  Representatives  authorizing  the, 
in  certain  cases      -        -        •        •        .  205 
^  read  a  first  time         .        .        -        •        .  207 
^  read  a  second  time    .....  200 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  211 
read  a  third  timoj  and  passed      •       •       •  Slf 
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Senate  ProceediaUge  and  UMKOee, 


Howard,  Fitcli,  and  Lloyd,  Mr.  Smith  of  If  cnr 
York  presonted  a  potitton  of,  referred  ■    - 
Howell,  .Jeremiah,  B.,  appointed  Senator  ^y  the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  was  qnali- 
•  fied,  acc«        -        •     .'  -        •        m        m 
Huhhard,  Henry,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     ..... 
Habhell,  £zekiel,  a  bill  from  the  HousrofRep- 
xesenta^ee,  to  empower  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasory  to  decide  in^the  case  off  read 
,    a  first  time    --*.•-- 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments        *    .    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time  and  passed,  as  amended  • 
Hnbbell,  William,  a  bill  from,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  o^'  read  twice  and 
■referred         -        -     '  -      .- 
reported  without  amendment    -        - 
Ofdered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        - 
read  a  ^Ird  tame,  and  passed    -        ... 
fiamiliation  ahd  Prayer,  Mr.  Anderson  snbmit- 
,  ted  a  resolution  re4uesting  the  l^resident 
to  appoint  a  day  of,  read.       -    *   -    '    - 
read  a  second  time    -        -    -    • 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    - 
reported,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  diird 

reading         -        -        -        -    .    • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -» 
Hunter,  IVilliam,  appointed  a  Senator  by  .the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  was  qualified  • 
AC.       -        -         -         •        —        • .      • 

L  • 

Imports  and  Tonnage^  a  bill  supplemental  to  the 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on, 
read  twice      ,----- 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading.     - 
read  a  third  time        - 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee    -   .     - 
reported  with  an  amendment     -      .  - 
indefinitely  postponed        .... 
Impressments,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Caippbeli«  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  request  cer- 
tain information  of  the  President*  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  .-  -. 
report  from  Secretary  of  State  in  reply  321,' 
Indiai  a  bill  to  permit  the  entry  of  Tessels  from 
any  of  the  ports  of,  read  .     -        -  -  .  • 
read  a  second  time    •        -^  '     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        * 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 
tndiatt  Affairs,  Mr.  Worthington  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  refer  to  a  select  committee-  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  -        - 
the  motion  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed on    -        -,       -     '  .        .     '  . 
Indiana  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  praying  certain  grants  of  land   - 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  prajring  to 
be-  admitted  into  the  Union,  referred     • 
Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution  for  a'com- 
mittee  to  revise  the  act  to  divide    •  '     - 
ajgreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreseatattTes, 
supplemental  to  the  act  for  dividing,  read 
read  a  second  time    -  -     ■   • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  tiitrd  lime, 
and  .passed    ^       •       *       •  .     • 
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Indians,  on  motion  of  Mr«  Smith,  of  Maiyisnd, 

a  committee  was  appointed  to  request  eC 

the  President  of  the  United  States  sodi 

information  as  be  may  poeeees,  Tsspectiag 

Uie  intentions  of  the  ...        •       . 

Infantry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepieaeDta- 

tives  for  the""  mora  perfect  orgmniaatiou  of 

the,  read  twice  and  refeired    ... 

repoitedj  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  tfaad 

reading  -        *        -        -  ^      .       . 

•     read  a  third  time  and  passed  as  amended  • 

the  House  of  Represenutives  disagree  to  the 

amendments  and  ask  a  eonietence 
conferenoe  agreed  to,  and  managers  appointed 
Ingraham,  Nathaniel  G«,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith 
of  New  York'  preseoted  Idie  petition  e( 
which  f^as  referred  to  Uie  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury       *-        -         -         -      •  .        -    Itt 
report  of  that  officer  read  -        -        .       .   194 
papers  referred  to  a  select  committee  -       •   2[? 
a  bill  to  discharge,  from  imprisonment,  read   2n 
read  a  second  time  >  -        -        -        .       -21$ 
recommitted      ...        •        .       .  2SS 
reported  without  amendment      •        .       -  S4S 
postponed  indefinitely        -        -        •       -  244 
Invriid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  Ihe  Home  of  Rep- 
resentatives respectiiig,  read  tvrioe  and  re- 
«     ferred    --.---- 
re|k>rted,  amended     .        .        ^        .       . 
'    ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .       - 
read  a  third  time  and  passed  as  amended   - 
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Jefieison  College,  a  bill  from  the  Hoqee  of  Rep- 
resentativest  adthorizing  Ihe  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  locate  lands  roaarred  fer 
the  use  of,  read  twice     .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        •       • 
Jndges  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  reapeottng  the^ 
read  twice     ....        .        .       . 

read  a  third. time  and  paased       .        •       . 

K. 

Kaskaskia,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Represent- 
atives confirming  certain  claims  to  land 
in  the  district  o^  read    .- 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  • 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      '  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
ei^bliah  a  land  district  in  Uliaois,  cast 
of  the  district  of,  read     .... 
^     read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .        .       - 
reported  without  amendment      .        .       - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  ,     • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .       - 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Pope  submitted  aundry  rcsda- 
taons  of  the  Legislature  of      >-        -       - 
the  resolution  respecting  public  roads  in,  re- 
.  .ferred  to  a  committee     .       «        •       - 
Kittety,  Elliott,  and  Berwick,  Mr.  Cotts  gave 
-  notice  of  a  bill  to  annex,  to  the  district  of 
.  Portsmon^  .  ^   . . 
a  bill  to  thst  effect  was  read  twice 
indefinitely  postponed        .... 
Mr.  Varhum  presented  a  petition  that  the 
bill  above  mentioned  may  not  peas  - 
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SemU€  Procttdingt  and  DebaU». 


Ptge. 
Knightf  liiMitoiiant  8iin««D,  Mr.  Brtdiej  pn- 
■ented  a  petition  qif  nhrnd  to  tk«  ray* 

jDMt^r  Geneiml      •        •        •        -        -  311 

nportof  mid  officer  oq  the  fame        -        •  1^17 
KnoxnlJe,.  a  bill  from  tlie  Houae  ef  Repreaento- 
tivea  to  alter  the  tame  for  holding  the 

circuit  court  for  £aat  TenDesaee  at,  read  136 

read  a  aeeond  tim#»  and  reforrad    ,     -        -  126 

reported  amended     •        -        ••        •  .  .  -  161 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          .'•      •        •  ifi2 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaW     ^        •        .  163 

'  L. 

Landais,  Peter,  Mr.  Smith  of  New  York  pre- 
sented a  petition  of        -        -        -        -  183 

referred  to  a  committee      -        •        •        -  1 14 

an  advene  report  on  the  same   -        -        •  ^7 

the  report  of  the  committee  agreed  to        -  348 
Land  Office,  a  bill  to  estiblish  a  Genera],  read 

twice     -        -        .        -    ;    -        .        -107 

recommitted      -        •        -        -        -    '     -  116 

reported  amended      •»        *.       -        -        •  138 

ordered  to  t  third  reading  -        -        -        -  139 

read  a  third  time,  and  paued     •        •     '   -  130 
Landa,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represcntatires 
directing  the  terms  on  which,  reverting 
in  failure  of  payment,  Mhall  again  be  sold^ 

read       -    '    -        -        -        -        -        -  89 

read  a  second  .time,  and  referred         •        -  93., 

reported  without  amendment     -      .  •        -  95 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        -  97 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -  '      •  88 
Lapsley,  Samuel,  (See  Lisle,  John.) 
Letters  of  Marque,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  concerning,  read  twice  301 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  303 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with 

amendments           -        -        -        -        -  303 

Library,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives that  they  have, appointed  a  joint 
committee,  read      ...... 

agreed  to,  ancl  a  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  appointed     i*        .        •        . 
a  bill  making  further  appropriationa  for  sup- 
port of  thor  read    -        -  -    .•    -    - 
read  a  second  timtf,  land  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        -      .  - 

read  a  third  time«  and  passed     ... 
Light-Houses,  a  bill  from'  the  House  of  Repce- 
sentatrvea  authoritiog  the    purchase  ^of 
Lewis's  patent  for  an  improved  method 
of  lighting,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmenta 
Ofdered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time ;  passed  with  amendmenta 
Lisle,  Jphn,  and  others,  (heirs  of  Samuel  Laps- 
ley,)  Mr.  Pope  presented  tho  petition  of, 
referred  -       ,-     •  -        -        -        * 

a  ^11  for  the  reHef  of,  luad         ... 
readme  second  time    .        .        •        •        • 
the  third  reading  refused   .        .        «        . 
Livingston,  R.  R.,  and  Robert  FuUon,  Mr.Xiiilea 
pveaented  the  petition  of,  referred  • 
(See  Fultwiy  Bobert.) 
Lloyd,  James,  of  Massachusetta,  attended  and 
took  his  scat .       -       -       -       *     .  i 
speech  o^  on  the  biU  concerning  the  Naval 

Establishment 

on  the  Boston  memorial   -       -       -       - 


33 

38 
34 

35 

35 


136 
138 
130 
130 


133 
130 
147 
174 

33 


16 
131 

irai 


'      Pege- 

Loan,  a  btO  from  the  Houee  of  Repneentativee 

authorizing  a,  reed  twice,  and  referred    -     139 
reported  with  amendments         •        .        •    147 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  .       '-        -        ^    166 
reed  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     167 
»  l>ill  fW>m  the  House  of  Repreaentativee 
supplemental  to  the  act  authorising  i^ 
read      .     -  •        *        -        -        .        .    817 
read  a  seeond  time,  and  referred        -        •    818 
reported  with  amendments,  tead  three  times, 
and  passed  as  amended  *>  •     .        •        -  '  830 

Louisiana,  a  bill  to  admit  the  State  ef,  into  the 

Union,  read   •        -        -        *        -     '  -  171 

read  a  second  time    -        -    .   -        •        -  173 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  176' 
recommitted  to  the  committee  on  the'l>ili 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

same  tenor    •      '  -        -        -        -     '  -  176 
'    a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

the  same  effect  twice  read,  and  referred  -  176 

reported  with  amendments         .        .        -  170 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -  '     -        -184 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  * .  186 
a  bill  to  enlarge  the  limits  ef  tho  State  of, 

read      - -183 

read  a  second  time    •        •        .        .        .  183 

ordereid  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        -  186 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  194 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  adinit,  read  340 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        ...        ^        -  ^41 

read  a  third  time  by  consent,  and  passed    -  3^1 

Louisiana  Lead  Comp&ny,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

ttie,  read        -        -  '      -        -        -        -  101 

referred  to  a  committee  of  five    ...  161 

reported  with  amendments         ...  168 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .     .   -  174 
recommitted      -"-       >        -        -        -175 

reported  amended      .        .  '      .        .        •  176 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  178 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  181 

Lyon,  Matthew,  a  memorial  of,  praying  repey* 

ment of  a  fine,  read      .-•       -        -  •     -       19 

Lyon,  George,  a  bill  frx)m  the  Houae  of  Repre- 

.  sentatives  for  relief  of,  read    -        -        •    815 
read  a  second  time,  and  indefinitely  poat- 
poned    •        -        -     .  -        -        -        •     816 

M. 

.Maine,  District  of,  a  hill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  alt^r  the  time  of  holding 
one  of  the  terms  of  the  district  court  iu 
the,  read        -        -        >        -        •        -      31 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading-        -        -        .        -        -        •      33 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -      33 

Maritime  Frontier,  a  bill  from  the  House  ef  Rep- 
resentatives making  further  appropriation 
for  defence  oC  twice  read       -        •        -117 
referred  to  a  committee      «...    130 
reported  with  amendments         ...    161 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .....     163 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments  ---..--     168 
Mir.  Reed  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Maryland,  praying  measures  for  de- 
fence of         -        -        -    .   •        -        -    353 
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Maritime  Frontier— >coBthioed.                            P»g8« 
a  biU  frofQ  the  House  of  Repnaentattvee  •  > 
for  furtkep-  defence  of  the,  twice  read,  and 
referred          -        •        -        •  .      -        •  314 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .--...  3l6 
"Mason's  Island*  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  authorize  a  canal  around  the 
catiseway  of,  read  •        -        -        .        .  293 
read  a  second  time'  -'      -        -        -.        -  225 
referred  to  a  committee      -        -        -'   -    «  226 
reported  with  amendments         •        .        .  250 
orderedto  a  third, reading  -        -  ,     -        -  251 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments   -        -        -        -        -        -        -  258 

Maaaachusetts,  resolutions  and  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of,  against  war      ...  250- 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr*  Brent  pre- 
sented a  petition  praying  the  charter  of 

the        -        -        -        -    .    -        -        -  148 

refiprred  to  a  select  committee     -        -.       -  148 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the*  read    ••        -        -  169 

read  a  second  time    •    -.  -        .     •  .        .  170 

recommitted      <>.....  177 

reported  widi  amendments         •   '     -        -  184 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -  198 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •        -        <^  200 
returned  from  the  Hoove  of  Representatives 

amended,  and  concurred  in    ••        .   '     -  240 
Merchant  Vessels,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolu- 

tion  relating  to  the  arming  of  -        •        -199 
agreed,  to,  and  referred  to  a  select  eoiupit- 

tee 201 

a  bill  concerning  the  arming  of,  for  defence, 

read       .......  209 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  ttdrd 

reading -  218 

Message,  the  President's  Annual      •>        -        •  11 

three  hundred  copies  of  the  above  and  doc-  . 

uments,  ordered  to  ber  printed          .        -  12 
Mr.  Giles  ojSered  sundry  resolutions  to  refer 

the,  to  select  oommittees        -        «-    .    -  15 
another,  from  the  President  of  the  .United 

States,  with  supplementary  documents    -  1'7 
Michigan,  a  memorial  of  the  cititens  of,  praying 

protection  against  the  Indians         ^        -.88 
Military  Bounty  Lands,  a  bill  for  designating, 

•urveying,  dbc.,  read       ...        .        •  166 
read  e  second  time    -      '  -        -        -        -  167 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  183 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  1S4 
returned  from  the'  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in        -  226 
Military  Establishment,  a  bill  to  complete  the  ex- 
isting, read    .    ^ 29 

read  a  second  time    -        •«        .   '    .        .30 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  32 

read  a  third  time,  and^  passed  unanimously  33 

'   a  bill  in  addition  to  the,  read      -        -<       -  116 

read  a  second  time    *        -    .    .        -      "-  118 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •     .  .        .        -  120 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        -121 

reported  with  amendments         .        .        -  126 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended,  and 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  127 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  -        -        .        '.        -  174 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -  175 
the  Senate  disagree  to  all  the  amendmenU, 

and  aik  a  eon&renee     .        .        •-       .  170 


and 
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MflUary  Establishmeni— continued. 

the  Houae  of  Repraaentativea 
tgree  to  a  conierenee     .... 

report  of  the  Managers  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  modified  •        -        «        .  '     . 

the  House  of  Representatives  agreed  to  the 
modifications         ..... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repraflentativei 
making  additional  appropriatioiia  fiir  the 

read  a  first  time        ..... 

read  a  second  and  third  time^  and  passed    • 
Military  Peace  Establishment,  a  bill  sopplemea- 
ta)  to  the  act  fixing  a,  read     - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  ... 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -        .  "      .'        .         .       - 

read  a  third  tim^,  and  passed      t        '       " 

Militia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

making  provision  for  arming  the  whole 

body  of,  read  -        -        -        -        -       - 

'  read  a  secoiid  time,  and  referred  «         .       . 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

Ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  attended  - 
Miiledgeville,  (Georgia,)  resolution  of  the  citi- 
zens, oT  expressing  confidence  in  the  Gov- 

^  ernment        -      .  -        -        -        -       . 
Miller,  Christopher,  a  bUl  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .... 

the  third  reading  refused   ^        .        .       . 

Minifie,  Charles,  Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  of  a 

bill  fojT  reliefof      -        -        .        -        - 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  • 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading    '      -        • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Mint,  the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
mitted the  report  of  the  Director  of  the  - 
Miscdlaneous  Claims,  a  statement  of  moneys  ex- 

.  pended  in  the  discharge  of,     -        -       • 
Mississippi  Tefritory,  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of,  to  support  the  Administrtftioa, 
dbc,  read       ••.... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
enable  the  people  of,  to  ferm  a  constitu- 
tion, read  twice,'  and  referred 

nport  of  said  committee    .... 

postponed  indefinitely        .... 

a  joint  resolution  authorising  a  eedisus  to  be 
taken  of  the  peoi^e  of^  read    - 

read  a  second  time    -       -        - '       .       .941 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       .   2(S 

postponed  indefinitely        -        -        .       .   941 

a  biU  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
confirm  certain  grants  under  the  Spanish 
Government  -        -        -        -        .       .    25S 
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read  twice,  and  referred  .... 
reported  with  amendments  ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Representatives 
confirming  certain  grants  hj  the  British 
Government  -n       -        - 

read  a  first  time         -        -        -    ' 
read  a  second^  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasoad     • 
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XV1I1 


■■■    ii 


MiflsiiBippt  TerritorT-^^ontmued.  Pftge. 

a  bill  from^the  Hoom  of  Ropr^ieateltTM  Mk- 
ing  the  content  of  Georgift  to  divide,  into 

two  States,  reed 852 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        n        -    267 
read  a  third  time>  and  paaeed     -        -     •  -  .  V6I9 
Mitdiill,  Richard^  Mr.  Anderson  presented  a  pe- 
tition of         - 169 

Mfened  tQ  the  oommiltee  on  Streohly's  pe« 

tition 172 

Morris,  Gonvemeor,  and  othefs,  Mr.  German  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of,  reftrred^'       -        •      87' 
the  committee  discharged       .    -  .      •    •    -    300 
Munitions  of  War;  a  bill  making  appropriations 

to  procure,  d^c«i  read  twice     -      . «        -      30 

read  a  third  time       •        .     ,  .        •        -      86 

recommitted      -        -        •        •        -     .  «      98 

postponed  indefiititelj        -  -      -       -        -lift 

McConneli,  Matthew,  and  others,  of  the  Penn- 

sylTania  Line,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  peti« 

tionof  - K)7 


Page. 


Natoralization,  a  bill  ^m  the  Houae  of  ^pre» 
sentattves  soppleraiBntar  to  the  act  ooi^- 
ceming,  read  twice         -*■       -        -        -     314 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Al ien  £ nemies    317 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    -        .        «        -        -    318 
Naval  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  concerning  the  -  -  107 
lead  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  -ill 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  126 
further  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  *  -  '  -.  -  a-  •  -  IW 
read  a  third  time,  an4  fWMed  as  amended  •166 
the  House  of  Reprceentatjvea  agre^  to  the 
first  and  disagree  to  the  other  amei^d- 
ments  --•-.---  171 
the  Senate  insist^  and  ask  a  conference  •  172 
the  Honee  of  Representatives  insist,  and 

agree  to  the  conference  -        -        -        -    174 
report  of  the  managers       -        •        -        -.17^ 
the  modifications  recommended  agreed  to  .«    178 
Naval  Peace  £slahlishment,ihe  act  snppleoien- 
tal  to  the  act  providing  for  a,was,ofi  mo- 
tion, referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  what  amendment!  thereto  were 
necessary      -        -        - .      -     .  ^ 
report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        r 
Navy,  report  on  the  expenditures  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  -        -      -  - 
another  report  from  the,.  Department,  in 
obedience  to  the  act  regulating  clerkf ,  dtc. 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

support  of  the,  read        -        -        - 
read  a  second  time,  and  refened 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paMcd     .... 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  J^avy  on  the  subject  of  the    - 
Newcastle,  Delawarsb  Mr.  Bayard  presented  a 
memorial  Qf  the  citizens  of,  praying  meas- 
uiee  of  defence  of  their  port,,  referred  to 
the  Secretary  pf  War     ..... 
report  of  that  ^officer  thereon       .        •        ,. 
New  Jersey,  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
communicated  a  resolution  of  the  Legisr 
latura  of,       -       -  .     •        -   .    -        -104 
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New  Orlealis,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repie- 
sentatives  relinquishing  a  certain  lot  to 
the  corporation  oi,  read  •        -        -        .. 

read  a  second  timci  and  referred 
'    reported  with  iimendroents,  read  a  third  time^ 
and  paaaed  as  amended  ... 

a>petition  of ^the  Mayor,  dec.  o^  praying  the 
extension  of  a  street     .  -    ,    -     .  -^ 
KeW  iTork,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Appointment  of 
an  additional  Judge  for  the  District  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        • 

referred  to  a  committee      -  ■     .- 

reported  amended      •        .        i.        •        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

iread  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        ^        . 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  merchants  of,  deprecating  war    - 

ordered  to  be.  printed         - .       - : 

copy  of  the  proceedings  of  sundiy  citizens 
o^  approving  the  measures  of  Government    910 
Nicholson,  Mary,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referi'ed      -        .        -        -        -     126 

an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -        -        -     148 
North  Bend,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  authorize  a  road  from  Greenville    ' 
to,  read  twice,  and  referxed     -        •        • 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -    '   - 
North  Carolina,  resolutions  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of,  approving  the  Message,  dec.    • 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  .time  of  holding  the  district  courts 
of,  read  twice,  and  referred     ... 

reported  wi^out  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed 

a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  o^.  ratifying 
the  amendment  to  &e  Constitution  on  the 
subject  of  titles,  dec. 

O. 

O'BahAon,  Thomas,  Mr.  Tait  presented  a  peti- 
tion of;  referred  to  a  committee     - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -  '     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        - 
O'Gousier,  Lewis  Gex,  and  others,  Mr.  Pope  pre- 
sented a  petitioh  of,  relating  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  vine   - .       -        •        -     -^  - 
Ogden,  Abram,  Mr.  Condict  presented  a  petition 

of ;  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
Ohio,  Bfr.  Worthington  presented  a  petition  of 
the  Legislature  o(  relating  to  boundarieii 
Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  resolution  req>ect- 

ing        -        -        -        -        ; 
agreed  to^  and  a  committee  appointed 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  ReptfesenUtives 
granting  further  time  to  purchasen  of  pub- 
lic lands  northwest  of  the  river,  read    .  - 
re*d  a  second  time,  and  jeferred     .  - 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  .      ?        -    -   - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        - 
Old  City  Hall,  (New  YorlO  a  bill  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase 
or  lease  the,  fer  the  use  of  Government, 

read      -       -       '  ■     '      /' 
read  a  third  time*  and  referred    ... 
reported  amended .  -        •       -        -      ,  - 
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Page. 
Ordnuiee,  a  bill  itom  the  Home  oi  fteprflaenla- 

tives  for  the  better  regalatiori  of  the        -    226 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....    %sn 

reported  with  amendmenta,  and  ordered  to  ■ 
a  third  reading       -       .-        •        -        •    236 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaied,  aa  ameDdcd  -    238 
Ordnance  Storea,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep-      ^ 
reaentativea  authorizing  the  piirchaae  of, 
read      -        -        -        .        .        .       •.      95 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred   -        -        -      96 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    -        .        •        •        .      99 
Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives extending  the  time  for  opening  the 
several  land  offices  in  the ,  Territory  of,  . 
read  twice,  and  referred  -        -        -       .  •      22 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -        -        -        .        ••.    24 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended .  -      25 

Orr,  Thoma8«  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre-r 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  166 
read  a  first  time  -  •  -  .  ■  .  167 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  '  -  168 
reported  without  amendment  •  •  .  .  *  172 
third  reading  refused  -  ....  175! 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  185 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  with  amend- 
ments   186 

P. 

Page,  Joseph  Willington,  Mr.  Gullard  jiresented 

a  petition  of  -        -        -        >.        .      ' .    267. 
Parker,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a 

memorial  of;  ordered  to  be  printed        -     148 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State        -        -     163 
Patterson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland presented  a  petition  of  •        .        •     197 
referred  to  a  committee  on  a  similar  subject    200 
Pay  and  Rations  of  Navy  Olficers,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lloyd,  the  report  of  the  SecreUry  of 
the  Navy  on  the  subject  of,  referred  to  a 
select  committee    -        »        .        .        -     127 
Pearl  River,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  thfr  relief  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners west  of,  read  -    .     •        -        -121 
^     read  a  second  time    -        -        - .      .        .  ,  122 
referred  to  a  Kclect  committee    ...     i23 
reported  without  amendment     ...     I6I 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .        -163 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     •        -        -     163 

Pedk,  Willmm,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives authoriiing  the  discharge  of, 

from  imprisonment     .    -        -        i        .  252 

read  a  first  time 257 

read  a  second  Ume,  and  referred        -        -  258 
reported  without  amendment     ...  262 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        •        .  298 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMed     -        *        .  300 
Pennsylvania,  the  President  eommunfcated  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of      -  89 
resolutions  of  the  first  Congressional  district 
o^  relating  to  preparations  fer  war  -        -  245 
Penrose,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of   '  .    <    .  252 

read  twice,  and  referred     .   -    «        •        .  257 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  •        .'       .        .        •  261 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -      '  -        -  263 


Philadelpbk  and  Wilmington  Steambeat  Com^ 
pany,  Mr.  Bayard  presented  the  petition 
of;  referred  •-....     99 

(See  Sieamhoett.) 
Phillips,  i.  and  £.,  Mr.  Lloyd  presantfld  the  ae- 

moria!  off  read      -        -        •        -       •     U 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -        .       .     is 
Pinkney,  Gafitain  Miaian*  Mr,  Leib  pmsented 

the  petition  of;  referred  -        -         -       .   234 
a  bill  fer  the  relief  of.  Dead-"        •        -       •  ttS 
read  a  second  time    -        •        •        •       •  tS7 

read  a  third  time,  and  pisaod     •        •       -  236 
Pope,  Mr.,  revMrka  of,  on  the  joint  reeolnlion  for 

recess    ....        .         .     213,  Sit 

Porter,  David,  Mr.  Franklin  presented  a  petition 

of;  referred   -        -        -        -        .        -     J8 

committee  dischargedi  and  the  sabject  indef> 
initely  pos^ned   -        .     ,  .     «  .       .10 
Portuguese  vessels^  Mr.  Gtegg  anbmitied  n  rsso- 

lution  relating  to ;  referred     -        -        -   239 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives tn  alter  and  establish  certain  -        -   VA 
read  the  first  time      -        -        -        .        .   207 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -   SO) 
reported  without  amendment     •        •       -  2S4 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        -        •   2S6 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  238 
Potomac,  a  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 

riv^,  read  twice     -        -         -        •        -   164 
recommitted      -        •        -        •        .       .   ns 
'  reported  with  amendments        •        -        -   179 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -       -    183 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  •   184 
Pre-emption,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives allowing  further  time  to  complete 
payments  on  lands  held  by  right  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred        •        -        .        .     2S 
reported  without  amendment     -        .       .     29 
Ordered  to  a  third  readings-        -        .       .     30 
read  a  third  time«  and  passed     -        .        .     31 
President  of  the  United  Btittes,  appointment  of 

a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the     -       .     U 
President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  oompeosate 
the,  read        •        -        .        -        .       .    310 
read  a  second  time,  and  refenred        -       -    313 
reported  with  amendments         -        .       .   dlS 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  aa  amended  •   316 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  reealn- 

iution  concerning  the  election  of   •       •   316 
postponed  indefinitely        -        «        .       .   319 
Prisonere  of  War,  a  bill  for  the  safe-keeping  oC 

read  tWn:e 318 

Public  Contracts,  report  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment on         -..,..96 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General        .       -     99 
report  of  the  SecreUry  of  War  -        •       -112 
Public  Grounds,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President 

to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  the,  read      -    195 
read  a  second  time  and  referred  -        -    197 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  of 

the  same  tenor,  read      •        -  .947 

read  a  second  time  -  ....  249 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Senate  bill  249 
reported  without  amendment  -  •  -  263 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ...  264 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  -  -  264 
reported  with  amendmenta  ...  304 
'     ordered  t«  a  third  reading  aa  amended       -    ^ 
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Public  Grounds — oontiDned.  Page, 

md  a  third  time,  and  paiMd  wifh  araend- 

acnls    .-•••..    306 
letunied.from  iho  House  of  ReprcsentatiTes 
with  an  amendment^  in  which  the  Senate 
did  not  concur,  and  the  Honse  receded    -    dlS 
PnUic  Lands,  Mr.  Worihington  submitted  a  res- 
olution respectinf  •        -        .        •        . 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  - 
a  bill  making  further  provision  forthe  sale  of, 

read      -         -        -        -        •        • 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -     1S6 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -     18S 
a  bill  from  the   House  of  Representatires 

giving  further  time,  dtc.,  read  -        -     169 

read  a  second  time  -  -  .  •  .  170 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  -  162 
reported  with  amendments  ...  103 
ordered  to  t  third  reading  •  -  -  '198 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -     199 

Q. 
Quartermaster's  Department,  a  bill  to  establish  a, 

read  twice      ------ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    .    - 

read  a  third  time        ..... 

and  passed        -        -        -    '    -        -        - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  ordered  to  be  printed  - 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred    - 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee 
indefinitely  postponed 

(See  Military  Estabiiahmeni,) 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

amend  the  act  to  establish  a,  read  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  wfth  amendments         •        .        - 
ordered  to  a  thicd  reading,  read  a  third  time 

by  con^nt,  and  passed  amended 
Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  respecting  a  - 

R. 

Rangers,  a  hill  to  authorize  the  President  to  raise 

certain  companies  of,  read      .        -        . 

read  a  second  time     .        -        -        .        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .        . 

a  bill   from  the  House  of  Representatives 

making  appropriations   for  expenses  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred  -        -        -     .  - 

reported  without  amendment      .        .        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed    •        -        -    ,    -        - 
a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Representatives  sup- 
plemental to  the  above    -        -        -        - 
read  a  first  time         •        .        -        .        . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments     '    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  -       • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  '   - 
&e  Hou^e  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 

amendments,  and  the  Senat<)  insist - 
the  House  of  Representatives  receded 
Recess,  a  joint  resolution  firom  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy 0S9  read     -        -        -        -        - 
resolution  concurred  in,  and  committee  ap- 
pointed .-•--- 
report  of  said  eommittee  fixing  the  29th  of 

April  and  16th  of  May,  read  twice  • 
amended  by  substituting  8th  of  June  for  Iho 
last  data  •        •        -        -        •    216 
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read  a  third  time»  and  passed  as  amended    -    210 

Mr*  Ijeib' submitted  a  reaolation  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a,  read        -        .        .       ^        -    218 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  #  third 
reading-    .-..-.-    218 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ->        -        -219 
•  a  niessage  from  the  House  of  Representa* 
ttves  that  they  have  postponed  indefinite- 
ly the  resolution  as  amended  by  the  Senate    219 

the  House^of  Representatives  refuse  to  con- 
cur in-  the  Senate  resolutioo   -        -        -.    226 

Reddick,  Thomas  P.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  226 
read  a  second  thne  -  -  •  -  -  228 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  236 
Refugees,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  acts  regulat- 
ing grants  of  land  to,  read  twice  --  -  104 
recommitted  .  .  ^  .  .  .  107 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

making  provision  for,  read      -        -        -  177 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -  178 

reported  with  amendments         -        -       •  19^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  198 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  198 

a  bill  further  to  provide  for,  read        -        -  246 

-  read  a  second  time,  and  referred     '    -        -  247 

reported  with  amendments         •        -       .  -  251 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -   ^    -        -        -  268 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    •  269 

Reprisals  on  British  Commerce*  the  committee 
on  the  war  bill,  reported  an  amendment 
authorising  public  ^rmed  vessels,  6lc»,  to 
make 267 

Republican  Corresponding  Society,  of  Indiana 
Territory,  a  resolution  of  the,  was  com- 
municated to  the  Senate,  respecting  elec- 
tion of  sherifib,  dec,  read        -        -        -      16 

Reserved  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  making  further 

provision  for  the  sale  of,  read  »        -        -  242 

read  a  second  time    -----  243 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  245 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        .  245 

Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  from  the  9ouse  of 
Representatives  to  provide  for  persons  dis-  . 
abled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the, 
read       ---.--.*    185 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -186 
,  reported  with  amendments         ...    204 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -     207 

.  read  a  third  time*  and  passed  as  amended    -    209 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  resolutions 

of  the  Legislature  of^  deprecating  war    -    252 

Richi^ond,  Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a  resolution 
expressing  national  respect  and  sorrow 
for  the  unlbrtunate  persons  who  periahed 
by  fire  in.  On  the  night  of  the  26th  De- 
cember, 1811  -  -  .  <-  . 
amended  and  agreed  to      •        -        •        • 

Richmond  and  Manchester,  Mr.  Giles  presented 
a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of,  deprecating 
war'       -        -        .  •     - 

Robinson,  Jonathan,  of  Vermont,  attended,  and 
took  his  seat  ------ 

Russell,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Gaillard  preaented  a  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury 167 

report  of  that  officer  thereon    -        -        -    177 
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Babbath,  Mr.  Pope  preaentiBd  a  petition  of  the 
Synod  of  Kentockj,  praying^  that  mails 
Diaj  not  be  carried  on  the       .        «        . 
Baliiries,  a  ^ill  from  the  Honae,  continuing  in 
force  the  act  concerning,  read 
read  a  accond  time     ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -      '  • 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeeed    ... 
Savannah,  Mr.  Tait  presented  sundry  resolutions 
of  the  citi^ns  of,  approving  the  nteaanres 
of  Government ,    -        -        .     ^  . 
Saunders,  Reuben,  and  Securities,  a  hill  for  re- 
lief of,  read   -....* 
read  a  second  time    •        -        -        .  .      - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        » 
Science  and  the  Useful  Arts,  a  bill  to  promote 
•   the  progress  of,  read,  dec.       •        .     •  . 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        •        - 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Selden,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  German  pre- 
sented the  petition  of     -     .  - 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Portuguese  Tea- 
sels        ...        •        .        .        .        « 
Senate,  memliers  present  at  the  meeting  of  tiie 
adjournment  of  the  .        w        .        .        • 
executive  pioceedingi  of  the-     ... 

ShtrifiC  *  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Indi« 

ana  Territory,  praying  that  the  office  of, 

may  be  made  elective^  referred 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

authorize  the  election  of     '  -        -     .   • 

read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        - 

lost,  on  the  third  reading  .... 

Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Commissioiiers  of  - 

Skelly,  Thomas,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  petition  of 

Smith,  Larkin,  Mr.  Giles  presented  a  petition  of, 

referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 

(See  CoUectore  of  BaUimort,  Norfolk^  S^e^ 

Smith,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Howell  presented  a  ma** 

morial  of^  referred 

adverse  report  there6n,  agreed  to        -        • 

Smith,  Samuel,  of  Marylan^j  speech  of,  on  the 

Boston  memorial    1        •        -        .        . 

Snethen,  Rev.  Mr.,  appointed  Chaplain  by  the 

House  of  Representatives       ... 

Spafibrd,  Amos,  Mr.  Worthington  presented  a 

.    memorial  of,  referred      .... 

Spirituous  Liquors,  a  bill  to  prohibit  importation 
'  of,'  dtc,  read  ...... 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading-        -        -        -        '-      '  • 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was'  directed  to  report  the 
quantity  of  imported,  dec. 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  reply   - 
Steamboats,  a  bill  respecting  enrolling  and  li^ 
cenaing,  read        .-      .- 
read  a  second  time    -        -        • .      • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        .    -    . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -     .  • 
Stout,  John  N.,  a  bill  for  relief  o(  read    • 
read  a  second  time    -        •        .        -        • 
referred  to  a  committee      .... 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        - 
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Streshly,  Thoma  and  WiHiam,  Mr.  Bibb  pn- 
senled  the  petition  of^  referred 

a  bill  tot  relief  of,  read       ... 

recommitted  on  aeoond  reading  - 

reported  without  amendment     -        * 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .         • 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed 

returned  from  the  House  of  Reprtaentativcs 
with  amendn^ents  .        .        .        - 

which  were  concurred  in   - 
Strong,  Submit  R„  widow  of  Major  £.  Strong, 
Mr.  Worthington  presented  the  petition  of 
Sufiri^e,.a  bill  firon^  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  extend  the  right  of,  in  lUinois, 
read      -----         -        - 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments        ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  ninendcd  • 
SulHvan,  AVilMam,  and  othera,  Mr.  Smith  of  New 

ITork  presented  the  petition  of        - 
St.  Clair,  General  Arthur,  a  bill  from  the'  House 
of  Representatives,  for  relief  of 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     -         .        . 

third  reading  refused        •        .         .        . 

Mr.  Leib  presented  a*  memorial  of,  praying 
relief,  referred        .-        -        -         * 

a  bill  allowing  annuity  to,  read  -        -        - 

read  a  aecond  time    •    .    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .         .        - 

read  a  third  time,  ahd  passed     ... 

T. 

Taykn:,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  New  York  ueoiorial 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Campbell  presented  several  res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of,  diaapprev- 
ing  certain  amendments  to  the  Gonatitu- 
tton,  proposed  by  the  several  States  of 
Maasachuaetts,  Pennsylvania,  and  Vir- 
ginia    -        -        .        .        . 

alao,  a  resolntion  ratifying  the  amendment 
respecting  titles,  dec      ... 

a  bill  relating  to  lands  south  of  the  Stated^ 
read      r-      ,        .        .        . 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Mississippi 
Territory       -        - 

postponed  indefinitely        -        - 

Mr.  Campbell  submitted   a  reaoluttpa  re- 
specting lands  in    -        -        - 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

k  bill  to  authorise  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  issue  grants,  dtc,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Territorial  Judgea,  Mr<  Worthington  anbmitted 
a  resolution  respecting  .        .        - 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
Territory  of  Louisiaiia,  a  b^U  from  the  Houae  of 
Kepreaentatives  providing  for   the  Gov 
er^ment  of  the      .... 
'    read  twice,  and  referred     •        -     .    . 

reported  with  amendments 

oiuered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pused  aa  amended 

the  House  of  Representativea  concur,  wilh 
an  amendment       .... 

to  which  the  Senate  agree 
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Temtory  of  LooisUiw-^ooiitinucd.  Ptge. 
a  bil^  from  the  Hqiim  of  Roproaantatives 
mmldng  further  provision  for  jMttliDg  the 
claims  to  la|id  in,  read  ....    243 
rewl  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  ^244 
reported  with  amendments         -  '     -        -    260 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    251 
Territory  of  Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  Hoiise  of 
Representatives  giving  .further  time  to 
register  claims,  dtc,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   - 127 

Teported  without  amendment     •  -     -        -    147 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        •        .     162 
read  a  third  tim^,  and  passed     -        .     '  -     188 
the  President  of  the.  United  States  tiana- 
mitted  the  proceedings  of  a  eonvention 
nnder  the  act  for  admitting  the,  into  the 
Union,  ordered  to  be  printed  -  .     -:       -    108 
referred  to  a  select  committee  .  -        ?        -     167 
Mr.  Worthington  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  delegates  from  said  convention*  pray- 
ing, itirther  time  for  t^ie  entry  of  land 
claims,  referred      •        ..    •   .        .        .     168 
a  bill  giving  further,  time,  dtc,  read    -        -177 
reiul  a  second  time    .        .       w        .        .^  IT'S 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •       ..     186 
a  memorial  of  the  same  delegates*  respect- 
ing donation  of  lots,  referred  -        •        •     195 
a  bill  granting  certain  lots  .        «        .     197 

read  a  second  time    .....     198 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        ^        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  JRepresentativj6s 
giving  validity  to  certain  sales  of  land  in 
the,  read        ^        •        .        .        . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     -        - 
oidered  to  a' third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     • 
Thompson,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     •      •  -     < 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        « 
Titles  and  Claims  to   Lands,  a  bill  from   tho 
House  of  Representatives  for  ascerUin 
ing,  dec,  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
committee     -        -        -        * 
reported  without  amendment     • 
oidered'to  a  third  reading  -        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     • 
Tobacco,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  submitted 
resolution  recpecting  the  export  o^f  • 
amended  and  agreed  to      -        -        - 
Townsend,  Josiah,  Mr.  Germtn  presented  k  me- 
morial of,  ordered  to  be  printed  '    - 
Transfer  of  Moneys,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy  respecting       -        -        -. 

Transfer  of  dtocks>  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

^  resentatives  to  facilitate  the    -        - 

read  three  times,  and  passed 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  general  ac- 

count  of  the  -        -        -        -        -    " 
Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives  to  authorize  the  issue  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
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Page. 
Treasury  Report,  in  obedience  to  the  act  estab-. 

Itsbing  the  Department  -        -        .        .      23 
in  obedience  to  the  act  fixing  the  compen- 
sation of  clerks      -        .        -        .        -      93 
Troops,  Mr.  Reed  submitted  a  resolution  respects 
ing  the  rules  and  artioles  for  the  govern-    - 
ment  of  the  -        -        •        -        .        -      26 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        .      27 
Tryon,  Isaac,  Mr.  Dana{>resented  a  petition  of       82 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Fulton,  and 
others   -        ...        .        ..        .'33 

adverse  report  on  the  petition  concurred  in      186 
Turner,  James,  appointed 'a  Senator  by  the -Le- 
gislature of  North  Carolina,  produced  hia 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and^took  his 
seal'      -        -        -        .        •        -        .-17 

U. 

Union  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Gregg  presented  a 

memorial  of  the,  referred        .        ^  '     .  29 

committee  discharged        ....  300 
Ursuline  Nons,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  exchange  lands  with  the, 
read  twice,  and  referred          *        -        .181 

reported  vrith  amendments         .       ".        -  189 

ordered  to«  third  reading  *        ...        .  195 

read  a  third  time,  2nd  passed  as  amended  -  197 

Yarnum,  Joseph  B.,  appoiuted  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  And  took  his 

seat 9 

Venezuela,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  relief  of  the  eitixens  of     -        -    l!26 
re^d  twice,  and  referred     .        .        -     *  -    227 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  tlurd  wading 227 

•  read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    228 
Vermont, -a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  rati- 
fying the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
respecting  titles,  ^c.      -        *        .        -      84 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States  present  at 

the  opening  of  the  session      -        -        -      .  9 

•  the  Senate  adjourn  in  consequence  of  the 

illness  of  the .  -  -  -  ^  .  -  177 
death  of  the,  announced,  and  proceedings 

thereon 206 

the  ftineral  expenses  of  the,  ordered  t>  be 

pwd      .      ^       -        -        -        -    -    -    228 

Virginia  Line,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repve- 

setat^tives  relating  io  bountiee  to  the,  dtc, 

read  -  -  -  -  .  -  -  -  l«0 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  181 
reported  with-  amendments  ...  s240 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  -  -241 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  243 
the   House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 

amendments  ------    248 

the  Senate  insist        -        •'       -        -        -    249 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist,  and  ask 
•   a  conference  -        -        -       ^        -    -    -    252 
conference  agreed    to,  ^and  members    ap- 

'  pointed  -        -        -        -        -        -    *67 

•  modifications  reported,  and  agreed  to         -    801 
Virginia  Resolutions,  a  letter  from  the  Governor 

of  Vir^nia,  enclosing  sundry  resolutions 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  re- 
specting certain  measures  of  the  General 
Government,  in  reguid.  to  foreign  lelationa    112 
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Volanteers,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaee  of  Repreaenta- 
tivea  to  authorize  the  Prealdent  to  ac- 
cept, read  twice  and  referred  -        •        -     102 
reported  with  amendments         -        •        •    ^06 
ordered  to- a  third  reading -'        -        •        -     111 
read  a  third  time, -and  passed  as  amended  -     112 
'  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  raise,  read 

twice  and  referred  -  .      -        -        -    314 

reported  with  araendmenis,  and  ordered  to 

a  thurd  reading      •        •        •        .        .    316 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
authorise  the  President  to  aceept,  read 
twice  and  referred  -        -        -        •    813 

reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed,  a&  amvDded         ...    818 
YoweU,  John,  and  Thom^,  Mr.  Brent  presiaiited 

the  petition  of       -        •        •        -        •    219 

W. 

Wabash,  letters  from  GoTcrnor  Harrison,  report- 
ing the  issue  of  the  battle  on  the    -        -      85 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
relief  of  those  who  served  in  said  cam- 
paign, read  twice,  and  referred       -        -     128 
reported  with  amendmento         -        .        •     147 
recommitted      .   '     .       ^        .        .        .     164 
reported  with  further  amendmento      •        •ITT 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     180 
read  a  third  time,  aod  passed  as  amended  -     181 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  jooke    . 

and  disagree  to  other  amendments  •        •    192 
the  Senate  insist        -        -        -        -        -     193 
the  House  of  Represerttatites  recede  •  .     -    196 
War,  a  report  from  the  SocreUry  o^  in  obedientse  ' 

io  act,  dbc    '•        •        •        .        .       .93 
Mr.  Gregg  presented  a  memorial  from  a  laige 
number  of  persons  in  Philadelphia^  de- 
precating the  calamities  of .    •        •        -    242 
a  bill  ftxim  the  House  of  Representatives  de- 
claring, against  Great  Bhtaim  tvioe  read 

and  referred •    266 

reported  and  recommitted  .        .        »    267 

reported  with  amondments,  tnd  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      -        .        •        •        .    287 
Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  motion  ta  amend  the 

bUl        .        - 296 

which  was  rejected    -        .        .        w       .    :^7 
bill  read  a  third  time,  and  pasaedt  as  amended    297 
the  House  of  Representatives  concur  in  the 

amendmento-        •        •        .        •        .    298 
Sundry  petitions  and  memorials  against^  300,  306, 

307,  309,  314 
War  Department,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  Stotes  recommending  pro- 
vision for  two  subordinate  appointments 
therein  -.•..-.«    209 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -    210 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  estoblish 
the,  read     .......    212 

read  the  second  time  -        -        -        -        •    216 

o/dered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    ,     •    218 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        -  ■  219 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representetives, 

with  an  amendment        •        .        •        .    226 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    268 

Washington,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
senUtives  further  to  amend  the  charter  of, 

read 301 

read  a  second  timoy  and  referred       •       •    90i 


Washington,  charter  of-Hvntinned.  Psfi. 

repcNTted  with  amendments,  andoKdared  to  a 
third  reading  -        -        •        •       -    SIS 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    SIS 
Washington  Canal  Company,.  Mr.  Bradley  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the,  xe^d  and  re- 
ferred   .....        --18 

a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of-  tlia  Le- 
gislature of  Maryland^  reiatiBg  lo,4wiee 
read      -      / 1S8 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -   171 

read  a  third  time»  and  passed     -         -       -   ITS 

Wiishtngton  College,  a  1>ill  fixim  the  House  of 

Representettves,  to  incoipormte  the  -        -   SSI 
read  a  first  and  aecond  time        -         •       -   SS7 
referred  to  a  committee      .        •        •       . 
report  indefinitely  postponed      ... 
Webb,  Josiah  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  reKef  of,  read  tvriee   -     SS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •         •        .     ST 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -         .       .     S7 
West  Plarida,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprs- 
sentetives,  to  annex  a  part'o(  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi Tetritory,  read  -     '  -        •       •   SS8 
read  a  second  time^  and  referred         •       -   S9S 
reported  with  amendmento,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  ...         .       •   S36 

read  a  third  time,  and  peased  as  amended  -    S38 

Weston,  Ezrsr  and  Son,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
Stote     -        -       ^        -        .         .        .    W 

West  Point,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  con- 
cerning ....         .        .    117 

Wharton,  Thomas  P^,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  pe- 
tition of         ....         .        .     SS 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  a  me- 
morial of       -        -        -        -        .       .     10 

Whipple,  Captain  Abraham,  a  biU  from  the  Home 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred         -        -         .        .     SS 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      .....     S4 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .       .     ST 

Whitlow,  Charles,  Mr.  Giles  presented  a  petition 

o(  referred     ......     30 

committee  discharged         -        •        .       .    181 

Widows,  Mr.- Pope  submitted  a  resolntion  re- 
'Bpectlng  the,  ef  those  who  fell  in  the  bat- 
Ue  of  the  Wabash SS 

Wilkinson,  General  James,  Mr.  Gregg  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -         .       -   SSi 
committee  report  a  statement  of  the  account 

of,  with  a  resolution       -        -        .        .   S50 
the  resolution  recommitted  -         .        •   S5S 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -        •        -        -   SOI 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -SOS 
reported  with  an  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  as  amended  •        -    304 

Williams,  Colonel  Jonathan,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  S5t 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  SOT 
indefinitely  |>ostponed  -  -  -  -300 
Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  relief  of  -  -  •  -160 
read  a  first  time  -  -  .  .  .  167 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •        -160 

reported  without  amendment  -  •  .164 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  •  •  IM 
read, a  third  time,  and  passed     -       •       .    IW 
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Page. 
Wortfaington,  Mr.,  remftHis  o^  on  the  receu  of 

Congrees       ------    214 

Y. 

Young,  Anna,  a  bill  froita  the  House  of  Rep- 
reeentatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred  ......    242 

reported  withont  amendment      ...    302 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        •    30d 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •    310 
Yeas  and  Naja,  on  amending  the  apportionment 

biU 26 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  engineer  bill      •      27 
on, adhering  to  their  amendments  of  the  ap* 

portionment  bill     -        •        .        -        -      31 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  complete 

the  Military  Establishment     ...      33 
on  amending  the  hill,  to  raise  an  jadditional 
military  force         -        -        -        •   34, 35, 84 

-        .      86 


92 


96 


99 


on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  - 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  extending 
patent  rights  to  Robert  Fulton  and  othen 

on  agreeing  to  amendments  of  the  House  of 
Jtepresentatives  to  the  bill  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  force       .... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  pur- 
chase of  ordnance  -        '     .   " 

on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  commer-  • 
cial  intercourse      -        -        -        -      106,  107 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Louisiana  Lead  Company  <• 

on  amending  the  bill  ^ncerning  affidavits 
and  bail     ' ,  -        -        -  '      - 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
army  regulations    ..... 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Reed's  resolution  con- 
cerning trade  to  France  -        .        .        • 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval 
Establishment        -        •        - 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  resolution  calling  for  names 
implicated  by  John  Henry      -        r        *-. 

on  amending  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Samuel  Lapsley  -        ...        i' 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 

on  amending  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  cam- 
paign on  the  Wabash    - 

on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Louisiana  Lead 
Company      -        -        -        -     .  . 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  bounda- 
ries       -        -        -        -        •      ,  - 

on  amending  the  bill  relating  to  bounty 
lands     -        -        -  •      . 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  enlarge 
the  limits  of  Louisiana  - 

on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  from  the  embargo  bill .  - 

on  a  motion  to  print  the  ^ame  under  an  in- 
junction of secrecy  -      '  • 

on  suspending  the  rule  forbidding  the  second 
reading  of  a  bill,  6tc. 

on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd  to  request  certain 
information  of  the  President   - 

on  amending  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  lay  an  embargo 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said,  bill    - 

on  a  motion  to  suspend  a  rule    .        .        - 


116 


119 


148 


-.   164 


167 

174 
174 


•     180 


181 
182 


183 


.     186 


-     187 


188 
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-     188 


189 
189 
190 


193 


193 
IH 

202 
208 


218 


.    219 


-    223 


•     224 


-    224 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued. '  Page* 

on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of  so^ 

eredf  -  -  -  -  *.  -  .-  190 
on  amending  the  bill  authorizing  a  deti^ch- 

ment  of  militia  -  '  -  -  -  -  192 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bilt  -  -  -  192 
on  the  final  passage  pf  the  bill,  (n  addition 

to  the  act  to  raise  an  additional  military 

force     -        -        -      '  - 

on  a  m6tion  to  recede  from  their  amend- 
Dienta  to  the  Wabash  bill        ... 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  enlarge 
the  limits  of  Louisiana  •        .        -        * 
.   on  the  confidential  bill  to  prohibit  exporta- 
tion- of  specie^  dec.  -        -      ,  -        r 
on. the  final  passage  of  said  bill  - 
.  on  amending  the  joint  resolution  for  a  re- 
cess        211,215 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  resolution  as 

Amended       •        -        -        •  .      p       * 
•  on  the  final  passage  of  Mr.  Leib's  resolution 

for  recess       •        .        .        •        - 
on  the  third  readingiof  the  bill  granting  an 

annuity  to  Oenenl  St.  Clair  -        • 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  authorising 

Tennessee  to  issu^.grants,  &c. 
'    on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  granting  an 
.  annuity  to  Arthur  St.  Clair  .- 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for 

lief  of  Venexuela 227 

on  indefinite  peifetponement  of  the  Boston 

memorial       •        ^        •  .      * 

on  Mr.  Pope's'  motion  to  repeal  the  several 
acts  relating  to  commercial  intercourse    ^ 
on  a  motion  to  adjourn  for  want  of  a  quo- 
rum      -        -        -        -        -        - 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  di»> 

charge   certain  persons   from  imprison- 

K  ment     -        -        -        -        -        *        - 

^        on  motion  to  amend  the  bill  dedariirg  war  270, 

271,286,287,297 

on  Mr.  German's  motion  to  postpone  the 

said  bill         -        -        -,      - 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 
on  another  motion  to  postpone  the  same    - 
on  a  motion  to  adjourn      .        .        .        • 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  War  bill 
on  postponing  the  bill  anthorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  militia       ..... 
on  the  final  passage  q(  the  bill  relating  to 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  author 
ixe  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  ,    *- 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill - 

on  receding  from  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  concerning  rangeni^  ...» 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  additional 
.duties    -        -        -        .        -        -      308, 309 

6n  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill     -        ->    309 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  joint  resolution 
respecting  a  day  of  humiliation,  dec 

on  amending  the  bill  to  prohibit  vessels 
from  trading  with  enemies      ... 

on  amending  the  bill  making  further  provis- 
ion for  the  army     -        -        -        .        - 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  » 


-  236 


239 


239 


244 


284 
287 
296 
297 
297 

299 


-  30S 


304 
306 

307 


-  310 


319 


320 

320 
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HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES 


A.  Page. 

AbseQteei,  names  of,  on  calling  tbe  yeaa  and 

nays  on  the  salt  bill        •        -        -        -     116 

Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
oeming 1422 

agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1427 

Accounts,  appointment  of  the  atanding  commit- 
tee on  *  •        •        •        •        -        "        •    "838 

'  report  from  said  committee  on  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  House  ...        -  1244 

report  from  said  committee  on  allbwing  a 
per  centage  to  the  Clerk  for  disbursements, 
disagreed  to  -  -  -  .  .  .  1489 
Acts,  Records,  dec,  of  the  States,  a  commltt^ 
^pointed  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mibior,  reported 
against  the  ex|>ediency  of  any  amend- 
Bient  of  the  law  relating  to  -  -  •  1282 
Additional  Puties,  Mr.  Rhea  submitted  a  rosoln- 

tion  to  lay  certain  -.-•--    360 

resolution  amended  and  laid  on  the  table   -    361 

a  biU  imposing,  on  mil  imported  goods,  twice 
read  and  referred   -        -        -'  '  .  "        ~  ^^^ 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -  1614 
■  ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        «        .     .  -'1616 

read  a  third  tiide,  and  paaaed  as  amended    -  1631 
Additional  Military  Force,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  raise  an,  read  twice  and  referred   •      •    666 

reported  with  an  amendment    -        •  •     -    686 

further  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  -    609 
.  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     617 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -    617 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  disagree- 
ment    -        -        -.      -        -        -        -    700 

the  Honse  receded  from  all  except  three;,  on 
which  they  insisted         -        -        •        -    718 

the  Senate  receded  from  their  otjections     -  •  919 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  raising  an, 
read  twice  and  cotaimitted       ...    664 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
» third  reading       -        -        -  .      -        -  1019 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -.  1021 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 
the,  read  twice  and  committed        •        *  1007 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1031 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1032 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1046 

which  were  concurred  in    -        -        -        -  1069 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  raise  an,     - 
read  twice  and  committed      ...  1072 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed 1168 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  concurred  in        -        -      ,  -  1212 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Moore  a  committee  was 
~  appointed  to  request  the  President  to  cause 
a  system  of  rules,  6cc,,  to  be  laid  before  the 
House  -.        -        -      •-        -        -        .  1166 

a  bill  (in  secret  session)  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  raising,  read  twice        ...  1698 

read  a  third  time,  .'and  pissed     ...  1699 
Address,  of  certain  members  of  Congress  to'^eir 

constituents 2196 

Affidavits  and  Bail,  a  bill  for  the  more  conveni-  . 

ent  taking  of,  read  twice,  dec.  ...    363 

reported,  discussed,  and  recommitted  •      '  •  .  371 


Affi  davits  and  Bkil — continued.  Ptge. 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       -         -    39C 
orden^  to  a  third  reading  -        -         .         -    5€6 
read  a  third  time»  and  passed     -         -         -    695 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1040 
which  were  concurred  in   -        -         .         .  1M3 
Alien  Enemies,  a  bill  respecting,  twice  ready  mnd 

committed     .....         .  isfig 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -         -  1574 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in   -        -        -         -         .  1583 

Alston,  Mr.,  remarks  of, on  ivlerenceof  the  Pres- 
ident's Mcasage     ..... 

on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  for  additional  duties 

on  the  rules  and  orders      ....    577 

on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force    ....     615 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  volunteers       -         .     78S 
on  the  Senate  bill  respecting  ^artermas- 
ter'e  department    ....       8Ol,80S 

on  the  bill  for  the  goTemment  of  Looisimna. 

Territory 1254 

on  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -        -        .1270 

on  the  j<Mnt  resolution  for  recess 
American  Seamen,  Mr.  Miljior  snbmitted  a 

lution  on  the  subject  of,  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  a  committee  appointed        >        .    352 
Mr.  Wright  aubmittei  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to.-        ......    5g9 

which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed ......     €|Q 

a  bill  for  the  protection  o^  read  twice,  and 
committed     ......  1072 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        .1343 

read  a  third  time,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mitte  of  the  Whole        ....  1347 

a  motion  to  take  it  up,  refrised  ...  1567 

Appeals  frx)m  District  Courts,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Blackledge  a  committee   was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  requir- 
ing security,  dec.    .....    664 

a  bill  in  relaticm  to,  read  twice  and  c<Mn- 

mitted 1311 

Application  of  Moneys,  annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  on  the  ...  607 
Apportio.nment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  respecting  the»  of  representatives  •  332 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted -        - 338 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -    366 
read  a' third  time,  and  passed     ...    368 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments    40S 
amendments  diss  greed  to,  and  managers  of 
conference  appointed      ....    413 

report  of  managers  that  the  conference  could 
not  agree       ......    455 

the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments      -    456 
the  House  of  Representatives  receded         -    658 
Archer,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  sixth  resolution  of 

the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations        -    660 
remaiks  of,  on  the  tax  bill  -        .        .  1566 

Armories,  Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolntion 

on  the  subject  o^  referred      •       .       •  lOK) 
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Armories — continued.  Page, 

report  of  the  committee      ....  1073 
report  on  the  petition  to  establish  one  at 

Louisville      - 1242 

Armstrong,  John,  a  bill  anthorizing  the  Secre- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  bills  drawn  by,  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1264 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...   1276 
read  »  third  time,  and  passed     ...   1277 
Army  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  making  further 
provision  Ibr  the,  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted    1319 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .....  1838 

read  a  third  time 1829 

recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1329 
reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed       •  1334 
a  bill  of  the  same  title,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted - 1346 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....  1377 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1379 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1417 
read,  and  committed  ......  1419 

reported,  and  concurred  in        -        .        >  1428 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  respecting  the  pay  Of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee    -        -        -        -        .        .  Ift67 

reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole        -  1&70 
reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed        -  1576 
a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the,  read 

twiee,  and  committed     .        -        -        -  1571 

reported)  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1577 

third  reading  negatived      -        -        -  '     .  1581 

.  on  motion,  the  bill  was  recommitted  -        •  1582 

reported  with  amendments,  read  thrte  times, 

and  passed     ......  1583 

injunctionof  secrecy  removed  from  the  bill  •  1619 
Army  Waiters,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stow,  the  Mil- 
itary  Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  abuses  in  the  employment  of  -        .  1367 
Artificers,  a  bill  to  organise  a  corps  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed 1232 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1233 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1235 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred  to  the  Military  Committee  -  1817 
reported,  and  amendments  concurred  in,  with 
amendments  ......  1319 

Arts  and  Manufactures,  Mr.  Seybert  submitted  a 

joint  resolution  on  the  subject  of    -        .  1084 
modified,  read  three  times,  and  passed        •  1088 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  concurred  in        -        -        -  1215 
Assistant  Secretaries,  a  bill  to  add  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  two,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   1330 

B. 

Bacon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  volunteer  bill    -   759 

777,798 
remarks  of,  on  the  Treasuiy  report  ooncertv* 

ing  revenue  •---•.      846 
00  the  bill  to  repeal  the  tenth  section  of  the 
bank  act        -----        -  1044 

on  the  bill  to  continue  salaries  ...  1044 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  .  -  -  1089 
speech  of,  en  the  war  taxes        -         -1098»  1123 
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Bacon,  Mr.,  remarks  of— continued.  Pageu 

remarks  of,  en  introduoing  a  bilf        -        .  1353 
on  the  bill  laying  a  direct  tax    ...  1557 
Bail  and  Affidavits^ — (See  Affidavits.^ 
Baker,  John,  of  Virginia,  wis  qualified,  and  took 

his  seat         -        -        -        -        -        -    331 

Baldwin,  Aaron,  Mr.  Quincy  presented  petition  of    849 
Baltimore,  Mr.  McKim  presented  a  petition  of 

sundry  inhabitants  of;  referred        •        -    343 
Bank  and  other  Notes,  a  bill  laying  duties  on, 

read  twice      ......  1566 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
'  tenth  seetion  of  the  act  to  incorporate,  read 
'  twiee,  and  commitled     ....  1018 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •  1043 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1300 
Bask  of  Washington,  a  bill  to  authorise  an  in- 
ereate  of  the  capital  of  the,  read  twiee, 
and  committed       -       •        -       •        -*  1831 
Bcnhmptcy,  Mr.  Mitchill  submitted  a  resolutiJm 

concerning    -----.    607 

not  agreed  to    -----        -    608 

Barhary  Powen,  Mr.  Baoon  rabmitted  a  resolu- 

tion  respecting  the         ....    37s 

a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  protect 
commerce,  Ac*,  against  the,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....    404 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -    583 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    585 
Barlow,  Joel,  correspondence  of,  with  the  See- 

reUry  of  State 1958 

correspondence  of,  with  Mr.  Russell  -        -  1976 
Baasett,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  petition  of  Matthew 

Lyon 345 

remarks  o^  on  the  rules  and  orders    •        -    577 
speech  o(,  on  the  Naval  Establishment    859,  931 
remarks  of,  on  the  proposed  recess     •        -  1815 
Baton  Rouge,  a  petition  for  a  board  of  land  com- 
missioners at ;  referred  ....  1381 
Bean,  Colonel  William  Dent,  a  bUI  for  the  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  committed        -        -  1084 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1480 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1483 
Beaumarchais,  Mr.  Bassett  submitted  a  resolution 

on  the,  daim ;  negatived        ...    610 
an  adverse  report^  on  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1331 
Benton,  Selah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice^ 

and  committed       .....  1007 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1033 

Ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1035 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1035 

Bibb,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  relating  to 

settlers  on  Indian  lands  ...     350,  857 
remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to 

raise-  an  additional  mUiUry  force    -        -    616 
on  receding  from  the  amendment  disagreed 

to  by  the  Senate 704 

on  the  bill  relating  to  volunteers  -  -  798 
speech  of,  on  the  Navy  bill  ...  977 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues  ...  983 
on  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -  1238,  1271,  1378 
on  submitting  a  resolution  respecting  a  recess 

of  Congress 1379 

on  a  resolution  to  call  up  the  same  for  con- 
sideration     .--..-  1314 
on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  a 

recess 1334,1340 

speech  of,  on  the  renewal  of  patent  righte  -  1439 
on  the  TreMury  note  biU  -       •        •        -  1495 
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importation  act 
on  the  war  taxes        -        -        -        -        - 

Bigelow,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  impose 

additional  duties    -      \-        -        -        -  1617 

Bioren,  John»  and  others,  Mr.  Milnor  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        •        -        •    749 

BladLledge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  bill    -    909 

speech  ol^  on  the  same        -.       -        -        -    931 

speech  on  the  importation  bill    •        -        -  130S 

lemariis  o^  on  the  joint  resoltitton  lor  reeess,  1339, 

1340 
remarks  of,  on  the'  relief  of  Caraoeas  •        -  1350 
Blagden,  George,  and  othersrpetitioa  oi,  pray- 
ing payment  for  work  doBe  on  the  Capi* 
tol       ------        -    1101 

Bleecker,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  .volunteers  biU,      767 
on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the  embargo  1380, 

1406 
on  the  bill  laying  additional  duties     - 
on  the  embargo  bill    -        -        -        -        • 

Blodgett's  Hotel,  a   communication    from  the 

Postmaster  (jeneral  on  the  subject  of 

a  bill  to  repair  and  fit  up,  for  the  General 

Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  read  twice, 

and  committed       ..... 

reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

'  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Blount,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  es- 
tablish a  Quartermaster's  Department    - 
information  of  the  death  of,  communicated, 
dec -        - 

Boone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Ormsby  presented  a  petition 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  respect- 
ing a  grant  of  land  to    - 

Borough,  Robert  8.,  and  Stephen  Hopkins,  an  ad- 
Terse  report  on  the  petition  of         -        - 

Boston,  Mr.  Quincy  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  merchants  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufectures  - 
Mr.  Reed  also  presented  similar  petitions, 
referred  to  the  Committee,  of  the  Whole  - 

Botanic  Garden,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  lease  the  ground 
west  of  the  Capitol  for  a,  read  twice,  and 
committed 1388 

Boundaries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 

the  President  to  establish  certain  -  -  1340 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...  1245 
reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  -  1278 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1438 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments     1429 

Boyd,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Nary  bill    •        -    920 

on  British  intrigues 1193 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  permit  importations,  1295 

remarks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess,  1339 

on  the  Washington  Banks         ...  1423 

on  the  embargo  bill  ....  1587, 1591 

Brigadier  Generals,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Prefd- 

dent  to  appoint,  read      .... 

question  of  secrecy  thereon  negatived 

British  Army  in  America,  Mr.  Stow  presented 

the  petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the,  pray<- 

ing  confirmation  of  their  claims  to  land, 

dbc,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

British  Intrigues,  a  Message  from  the  President 

.  transmitting  certain  letters,  abowittg 
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.802 
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printed  -        -        -        -        -        -         -  IIW 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rda- 
tions,  with  power  to  send  for  porsons,  Ax.  IIK 
Broughton,  William,  an  advene  report  on  the 

petition  of,  conciHred  in  -        - 

Brownstown,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enthorne 
the  surveying  and  making  ontain.  roads 
as  contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of  - 
read  twice,  and  committed         ... 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      .        .        -        .         • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Bttoy  Forts,  a  petition  of  Edward  Clark,  inventor 
of,  referred    .        .        -        -        • 
report  of  the  committee  thereon 
referred  to  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy 
■    report  of  said  officers  thereon    .        -         • 
petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papcas 
BurcJi,  Benjamin,  election  oi;  aa  Asaiatant  Door- 
keeper ...••-- 
Bomhaffl,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed       ..... 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  •        •        -        .        • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

BurweU,  Mr^  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Rhea*a  motioB 

respecting  additional  duties    ... 

on  his  -motion  to  amend  the  Senate  bill  fat 

an  additional  militaiy  force    ... 

on  the  Volunteers  bill        .... 

on  the  Navy  bill        -        •        •         •        - 
on  his  motion  to  postpone  the  same    • 
on  the  proposed  lecess        •        .        •        • 
on  non-importation    ..... 
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698 
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994 
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Calhoun,  John  C,  of  South  Carolina,  w 
ified  and  took  his  seat    - 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  apportionment  bill    - 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 

Relations    - . 
remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Senate  bill  te 

raise  an  additional  military  force    - 
on  receding  from  objections  to  the  Senate's 
amendments  ......    708 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  for  employing  the 

Army 721 

on  arming  the  whole  body  of  militia  -  -  1080 
on  the  admission  of  Louisiana  -  - 1224,  1285 
a  statement  made  by,  in  regard  to  secret  pro- 
'  ceedings  ....  .1265.1274 
remarks  of,  on  the  importation  bill  -  •  1302 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  a  recess  -  •  1336 
on  the  resolution  concerning  Caraccas  -  1348 
speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  -  1395 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  ....  1405 
Mr.  Randolph  is  called  to  order  by  - 1461,  1461 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  non-im- 
portation act 1535, 1569 

Canary  Islands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  relieving  the  inhabitants  of 

the -        - 

report  of  said  committee  on  the  subject 
sundry  papers  presented,  showing  the  scar- 
ci^  of  food  in  the^  referred     • 


1352 
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Otatxy  Islands— continiied.  Page, 

a  report  on  iboee  ■tatennenta       •   '     •        -  1^5 
another  report  on  the  aobject      •        •        •  1488 

Caiaccas,  Mr.  Macon  aabmitted  a  reaolntion,  re- 

•peeting  relief  to  the  people  of       •        -  1348 
reeolotion  agreed  to*        •        •        •        -ISSl 
(See  Vetuxuebu) 

CvTf  Francii,  of  MaaaachQeatta,  waa  qualified, 

and  took  hA  aeat 1481 

Cairiagea,  a  bill  to  lay  dutiee  on,  read  tUPioe       -  1G55 

[/astleieaghy  Lord,  correapoodence  of,  widi  Mt. 

Ruasell 1776,1777,1779 

[Jenana,  a  Meaaage  from  the  Praaldent  of  the 
United  Statea,  tranamittiag  the  reanlta  of 
the  recent      -••.••    346 

Bertificatea,  Credita,  dte.,  a  bill  to  anthorke  the 
pajmfnt  ol  certain,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted •        ..••..  1297 

Sfaacherie,  Lewia,  a  bill  lor  relief  of,  nad  twice, 

dec r846 

yhaflaina,  the  oaual  reeohition  lor  iHiB  appoint* 

ment  of  two  ••---•    333 

'herakeea,  Mr.  Pidcena  preaented  a  petition 
comphunittgofmiachieiaoocaaionedby  the  ' 
aettlement  of  white  peraona  on  the  landa 
of  the,  referred  to  the  War  Department  •    849 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  on  ' 
motion  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  petitiona  hereto- 
fore preaented  by  the,  were  referred  to  th# 
Committee  on  the  Union  Canal      -        -681 

Iheaapeake,  frigate^  the  President  transmitted  an 
account  of  the  arrangement  of  the  afiair 
of  thoj  with  Great  Britain     •        •        •    345 

herea,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  the  Tolonteer  bill      -    733' 
speech  of,  on  the  Naval  EatablishmAit   808,  910, 

919 

on  the  bill  to  permit  importationa         1290,  ISIO 

on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  maritime 

Irontier  -.-..- 

fniiaay  appointment  of  the  standing  eomaaittee 

of         -.-..., 

Mr.  Gholaon  anbmitted  a  reaolution  that  aaid 
committee  be  instructed  to  report  on  all 
caaes,  without  regard  to  the  statute  of 
limitation       -        -        -        -        -        •    684 

Teoolation  committed  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole 586 

(See  Ltmila^ion.) 

ark,  Dennis^  Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  petition 
.  of,  refoned  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  -        ...*-•    907 
axton,  Thomas,  election  of  as  Doorkeeper     •    331 
ay 9  Henry,  election  and  addMas  of,  as  Speaker 

of  the  House 380 

speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Sen- 
ate bill  for  additional  military  force  -    596 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  die  Committee 

of  Claims  on  the  statute  of  limitation  •  696 
an  the  bill  to  raise  Tolunteera  -  ,  -  -  743 
speech  of,  on  the  Nary  bill  •  •  •  9i0 
remarks  of,  on  marriage  Hcenaea        •        •  1041 

on  the  Loan  bill 1088 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Miasisatppi  -  1204 
remarks  of,  on  the  biU  to  admit  Louisiana     1217, 

1226 
on  the  embargo  bill  -        -        -  1588,  1691 

Sbrd,  Thomas,  snd  John,  and  Charles  Wirg- 
jnan,  a  bUl  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed      •       •       •        .        -    343 1 


1672 


333 


Pagn. 
Clillbrd,  Ebenexer,  petition  of,  referred  to  a  ae- 

lect  committee 1433 

report  of  aaid  committee   -        -        •       .  i48t 
concurred  in     -----        -  1495 

Clopton,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  aeat 348 

Cochran,  James,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        .        .        .    427 
Cogswell,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Widgery  presented  a 

petition  of,  referred  to  Secretary  of  State    lOTt 
'Coleman,  Jonathan,  an  impressed  seamen,  a  pe- 
tition of,  reforied  to  the  Secretary  of  State  1036 
another  petition  of,  refoired  to  a  select  com- 
mittee •        •----.  1278 

CoUeetion  of  Duties,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  aet 
to  regulate  the,  read  twice,-  and  ordered, 
to  a  third  reading  -        •        •        •        «  1430 
teed  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    •        -  1431 
Collectors  of  Customs,  a  bill  for  relief  of  certain, 

read  twice,  and  committed     ...    690 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  diacharged, 
and  the  bill  recommitted  to  the  Commit 
tee  of  Ways  and  Meana         ...    6I8 
an  additional  report  in  the  case,  refoned  to 
the  same        ......    606 

an  unfaTorable  report  of  said  committee  con- 
curred in       -----        -  1480 

Commerce  and   Manufactures,  appointment  of 

the  atanding  committee  of      -        -        -   .333 
Commercial  Laws,  so  much  of  the  Message  as 
relatea  to  inTssions  and  infractions  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  above  committee         -        -    386 
Commissionei*  of  the  Revenue,  a  bill  to  estab- 
lish the  ofiice  of,  read  twice    ...  1656 

Congress,  Mr.  Johnson  subn^itted  a  resolution 

for  the  adjournment  of,  on  the  25th  June,  1611 

another,  to  adjourn  to  9  A.  M.,  during  the 
remainder  of  the  session        ...  1611 

the  latter  reeolution  agreed  to    •        -        -  1614 
•  on  motion  of  Mr.  Turner,  a  committee  waa 
appointed  to  &x  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of    7       -        -        -       •       -  1516 

the  committee  discharged  .        .        -        -  1536 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  respect- 
ing the  adjournment  of  -        -        -        -  1632 

agreed  to,  and  a  joint  committee  appointed  1586 

report  of  said  committee,  read  twice,  and 
agreed  to 1671 

a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of, 
read  three  times,  and  passed  ...  1671 
Connecticut,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding 

the  district  courts  in,  read  twice,  dtc    -  1007 
Constitution,  Mr.  McKim  submitted  a  resolution 

to  amend  the,  ordered  to  be  printed        -  1817 

Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Pitkin  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire concerning    -        .        -        •        -    740 
'  a  resolution  waa  adopted  in  relation  to       -  1480 

Contested  Elections,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Findley 
the  Committee  of  Elections  were  in- 
structed to  prepare  a  bill  to  regulate  pro- 
ceedings in  case  of         •        •        .        .    358 

Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 

t^  States  transmitted  an  account  of  the     794 

Corporal  Punishment,  Mr.  Randolph  aubmitted 

a  resolution  on  the  subject  of         -        -    368 

CoarU  of  Admiralty.  (Great  Britain,)  deerae  of 

Sir  WiUiam  Scott  in      -       -       -       •  174S 
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Craig,  Sir  Janes,  letter  froxa,  to  the  Earl  of  hvr- 

erpool 1862 

Crease,  Anthony,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....    362 
third  reading  refused  .        .        .        •    369 

Creeks,  Mr.  Rhea  sabmitted  sundry  papers  re- 
lating to  a  robbery  committed  by  the       •  1239 

Cresson,  John  H.,  and  Joseph,  Mr.  Seybert  pre- 
sented a  petition  of,  referred  -        .        •    368 

Cumberland  Road,  report  from  the  Treasuiy  on 

the,  referred 1012 

report  of  the  committee  thereon  -  •  1320 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  ^  1330 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...  1333 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        •        -  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     »        .        .  1379 
-    Message,  and  sundry  documents  relating  to 

the 2168 

Cntts,  Richard,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 1483 

Cypress  Swamps,  a  petition  of  the  Delegates  of 
Orleans  Territory  in  relation  to  the,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  pn  Public  Landa  1316 

D. 

Dale,  Richard,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed     ......  ii37 

Dmrdin,  Amy,  report  on  the  petition  of,  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     -        -  1297 

agreed  to  -        - 1488 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  dec.       -        -  1489 

Dawson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  apportionment 

bUl 363 

speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
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remarks  of,  introducing  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  calamity  at  Richmond         -        -    688 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  infirm  and  dis>>  ' 
abled  oflicers,  dec  ....    ^94 

speech  of,  on  the  passage  of  said  bill  -  1036 

on  the  bill  to  admit  Louisiana    ...  1217 

Day  of  Public  Humiliation,  dec,  a  joint  resolu- 
tion from  the  Senate  concerning  a  -        -  1567 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  1*668 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed ;  and  commit- 
tee appointed  to  wait  on  the  President    -  1568 
Debenture  Bonds,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning   1367 

Disbentures,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  in  cer- 
tain cases,  read  twice,  dec      ...    396 

Defalcation  of  Public  Officers,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  directed  to  in- 
quire concerning  the      ....    940 

Deferred  Stocks,  a  bill  authorizing  snbscriptiotis, 

Ac,  read  twice,  and  committed      -        -  1563 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .        •  1580 

raa4  e  third  time,  and  passed     •        •        -  1681 

Denmark,  papers  relating  to  our  afiairs  with      -  1980 
Department  of  War,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  to  establish  a,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....  1347 
reported  with  amendments         ...  1354 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .  1366 
read  a  third  tame,  andpaaaed  aa  amended  •  1357 
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D^erture  6t  ships,  dice,  a  Mil  to  antlioriie,  ia 
certain  casea  the,  twice  read,  and  oommit- 

ted 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time  and  passed     ..... 

Detachment  of  militia,  a  bill  anthonsing  a,  read 

twice,  and  committed  -  -  -  •  Ittt 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  «  1034 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased  -  -  •  1035 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmcDti  II5S 
concurred  in,  with  an  amendment  -  •  1263 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementavy  to  the 
above  ---.--- 
read  twice,  and  committed  ... 

indefinitely  postponed        .... 
Detroit,  a  bill  to  authorize  granta,  dbc,  in  the  dis- 
trict of,  read  twice,  and  committed  - 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  thiid  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  ameodmcnts, 

and  concurred  in  -         -        -        -        -  13S 
the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  present- 
ment of  the  grand  juiy  of,  complaining  of 
Judge  Woodward  -        -        -        -       -  I37S 

Dickey,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of      -       -  UtO 
a  letter  from  the  Navy  Department,  on  the 
subject  of  his  petition     .... 

Dillon,  John,  Mr.  Key  presented  the  petition  oi, 
referred  ...... 

Direct  Tax,  Mr.  Ridgely  submitted  a  reaolutioB 
respecting  the        ..... 

a  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read  twice  - 
a  bill  for  aaaessment  and  collectioB  of,  dec, 
read  twice     .......  1555 

Distillers,  a  bill  laying  duties  on,  read  twice  •  1555 
District  Courts,  a  bill  relating  to  removal  of  caus- 
es from,  dbc,  read  twice,  and  committed  1146 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -1159 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased    -        -       - 1197 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendraeots  I21C 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  die  Whole    - 1229 
the  Senate  receded    •        -        >        .       .  I23I 
returned  by  the  President  with  objections, 
and  bill  lost  ...... 

District  Court,  a  bill  to  eatabtiah  a  new,  in  New 
York,  read  twice,  and  committed    - 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  aame  effect    • 
read  twice,  and  committed         ... 
reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  paanrd 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the.    -        .        . 
a  petition  of  the  Levy  Court  of  the,  relcr- 
red  to  the  above  committee    - 
(See  Levy  Court,) 
a  bill  to  amend  the  laws  of  tfae,  read  twice, 
and  committed       -        .        .        .       .  780 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......  1439 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  .1449 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment!  1534 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  respecting  the  militis 

of  the 14« 

read  twioe,  and  committed  ...  1484 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .       -  1^ 

District  of  Louisiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  concerning  claims  to 
land  in  the M 


1277 

1240 
1328 
1330 
1343 


.  333 

r- 
.  495 


rii 


INDEX. 


zfii 


JBhute  Proeeeding8  and  ihbaU». 


Page. 

Strict  of  8t  LoaU,  tlM  Speaker  laid  before  the 
Home  a  preaenUnent  of  the  grand  jarj  of, 
ieiipe«ung  the  residence  of  judgea  -        -  1850 

Hvorces,  report  on  the  object  of,  referied  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole        •       -        -  1116 

UxoD,  Jobn»  report  on  the  petition  of       -        -  1146 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  comittitted      1469 

locnments,  Ac.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the 
Committee  on  Poat  Officea  and  Poii  Roada 
were  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  author 
ixethe  franking  of         -        .        .        .    834 
a  bill  reported,  read  twice*  and  ordered  to  a    ' 
third  reading         .....    384 

k»able  Duties,  Mr.  Roberta  snbmitted  a  reaolu- 

tion  concerning,  referred         ...  1383 

hrawback  of  Dntiea,  an  advera^  report,On  a  peti- 

tionfor '      .        -  1048 

a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  exporting,  with 

privilege  of,  read  twice,  dtc.  ...  1436 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1439 

biane's  Handbook,  the  Speaker  laid  beibre  the 
Honae  a  letter  fn^m  the  author  transmit- 
ting^ for  the  use  of  Congreas,  referred  to 
the  Military  Oommittee  ....  1666 
report  of  said  committee    -        >        -        -  1671 

lommer,  George,  dt  Co.,  and  others,  Mr.  Bieeck« 

er  presented  the  petition  of,  referred        -    844 

Kinn,  Thomas,  re-election  of,  as  8ergeant-at^ 

Arma    - 381 

hrigbt,  Woobej,  dc  Co.,  and  others,  Mr.  Pitkin 

presented  a  petition  of  -        •     '  •        -    334 

B. 
!arl  of  Liverpool,  letter  from,  to  Mr.  Russell     -  1761 
[astern  Shore  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Bassett  submit- 
ted a  resolution  respecting  defence  of  the  1A16 
resolution  withdrawn        -        -        -        '•1561 
est  Tennessee,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  for  holding  the   United  States 

Courts  in 1035 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time,  dec,  twice  read,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  1071 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1077 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in   •        -        -        -        -  1158 
lections,  appointment  of  the  committee  of       -    332 
a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Indiana 
Territory,  praying  thai  United  States  offl- 
cers  may  be  prohibited  from  interfonng 
In,  referred    -.•-*-    455 
liot,  Andrew,  Mr.  Quincy  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....    344 
liza  Ann.     (See  Hubbell,  EzekUl) 
mbarso,  sundry  petitions,  praying  repeal  of  the  18d8, 

1379,  1417,  J421 
indefinitely  postponed  -  -  -  .  -  a329 
a  bill  to  repeal  the,  and  exportation  acts, 

read  twice 1370 

a  bill  (secret  session)  to  lay  an,  for  a  limited 
time,  read  twice,  dfcc.     ...        -  1687 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1595 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        -        -  1598 
returned  from  the    Senate,  with    amend- 
ments   -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1601 

amendments  concurred  in  -        -        •        -  1614 
bill  signed  by  the  Speaker-        -        -        -  16L5 

signed  by  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  1616 
injunction -of  secrecy  thereon  removed       -1617 


Pi«e. 
Bmott,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Virginia  contested 

election  ......    887 

Employment  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Randolph  submit- 
ted a  reaolution  for  the  -        -        .        -    719 
Engineers,  a  bill  from  tbe  Senate  making  further 

prOTision  for  the  corps  of  .        -    40S 

read  twice,  and  committed  403 

Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and  bill 

referred  to  a  aelect  committee  -  -  795 
reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  1036 
reported  without  further  amendment  .  -  1318 
recommitted  to  the  CommiKee  of  the  Whole  1380 
reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as 
amended  -  •  -  -  '  -  -  1383 
Entry  of  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  admit 

the,  on  certain  conditions       ...  1414 
.read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1429 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1574 
Erie  Canal,  Mr.  Porter  presented  a  petition  in 

relation  to  the  ;.  referred         ...    560 
'  resolution  of  the  Legialature  of  Ohio  reapect- 

ing  the ;  referred 1018 

Erring,  O.  W.,  correspondence  of,  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  State        .        .         1980,  1990» 2011 
correspondence   of,  with   Mr.  De  Rosen- 
krantz  .•-...  1982, 1987 
Estimates,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tree* 

aury,  containing  his        -        -        -        •    595 
ETans,  Oliver,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  the  petition 

of;  referred 1250 

ETasions  of  the'  non-importation  act,  the  Trees* 

ury  report  concerning    .        .        -        •  2101 
Expenditure  of  Moneys,  Mr.  Randolph  submit- 
ted a  resolution  on  the  .        .        .        •    846 
Exportation,  a  bill  to  prevent,  under  foreign  per- 
mita  or  licenses,  read  twice,  and  commit* 

ted        - 548 

a  bill  to  prohibit,  of  specie,  dbc,  read  twice, 

and  committed  .  •  ^  .  .  1617 
reported  with  amendments  ...  1620 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  •  -  1622 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1622 
returned  from  the  Senate  with 'amendments^ 

and  concurred  in  -        -        .       *.        •  1624 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  approved  by  the 
President       -        -/      •-        -        •        •  1624 
Exports,  statement  of,  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment    - 929,  1116 

Mr.  Mit<^hill  offered  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject of  1201 

table  of,  in  the  trade  with  France      -        -  1952 

F. 

Fejlows,  Stephen,  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims 1068 

Finaneea,  annual  report  of  the  Treasury  on  the, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  -        -      '  -        -        -        -        -    366 
exhibit  of  the,  from  the  Treasury  Department  2046 
Findley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  refer  the 

Message  -  -  -  -  ".  '  ^"^ 
speech  of,  on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to 

raise  an  additional  military  force  -  -  618 
on  the  volunteer  bill  -        .        -        -        »    771 

on  the  militia  bUl 1027 

remarks  of,  on  the  war  taxes      -        -        -1184 
Fire  at  Richmond,  Mr.  Dawson  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  the  calamitous    -        -    588 
unanimously  adopted        ....    588 
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Fint  Diftrict,  ft  bill  from  the  Senete  to  alter  tha 
time  for  holding  the  Circuit  Courta  in  the^ 
read  twice     -        -        -        -        .  •      .  1216 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1226 
Fiskj  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendmeot 

to  the  apportionment  bill  ...  408 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  moUon  for 

employing  the  Army  ....  723 
on  the  bill  to  accept  Tolunteers  -  •  742»  797 
speech  of,  on  the  Navy  bill  -  •  -  968 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  • 

of  Foreign  Relations  ....  1099 
on  the  second  resolution  submitted  by  said 

committee      .-•••.  1109 
on  British  intrigues  ....  1187, 1195 
FHQg,  Lemuel,  letter  from, respecting  the  impress- 
ment of  his  son;  referred        ...  1297 

Florida,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  a  committee 

was  appointed  to  inquire  concerning  West  1 159 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves,  a  resolution  was 

Skssed  relating  to  grants  by  the  British . 
ovemment  in      -        -        -        -        •  1208 
petition  of  the  people  of  West,  to  be  annexed 

to  Louisiana,  referred     ....  1219 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  anneaciag  a  part  of,  to  Missiceippi 
Territory       -        -        -        -        .        .  1347 
%  biU  to  that  eflect  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        •        •  1367 
read  a  third  time       .....  1376 
^ird  reading  resumed,  and  bill  passed        -  1879 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1417 
concurred  in      --->--        -  1419 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  (secret  session,)  tho 
committee  on  the  President's  con6dential 
Message  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorising  the  Presi- 
dent to  take  possession  of  Bast  and  West  1683 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  read     .        -        -        *  1683 
read  a  second  time    .        •        •        .        •  1684 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1685 
rejected  by  the  Senate        ....  1602 
Mr.  Ridgely  submitted  a  resolution  to  call 

for  information  concerning  ...  1685 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  wait 

on  the  President    .....  1686 
a  Message  from  the  President,  with  docu- 
mente  in  reply       .....  1687 

Foreign  Relations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  our,  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee  ...    335 

report  of  said  committee    ....    373 

first  resolution  in  said  report,  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  Army,  carried     -        -        -    417 

second  resolution,  for  raising  regulars,  carried    418 

third,  fourth,  and  fiflh,  for  Tolunteers,  militia, 
and  navy,  agreed  to        ...        •    418 

mxth  resolution,  for  permitting  merchant- 
men to  arm,  dec,  agreed  to    *        .        .    419 

the  House  concurred  in  the  first,  second,  and 
third  resolutions    •        -        -      419,  545,  546 

tho  President  transmitted  papers  respecting 
our;  referred  to  the  Committee  of  -        -  1438 

wport  of  the  Committee  o(  on  our  relations 

with  Great  Britein 1546 

Foreign  Intercourse,  bill  in  relation  to,  read  twice, 

iod  committed 549 
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Forfeited  Reoegnisaaces,  a  bUI  autlMwiang 

sion  of,  in  the  District  of  Colomma,  ve«d 

twice 1483 

read  a  third  tinCie,  and  passed     •        .■        -  1486 

Fomstf  James,  petition  of,  refeiiod  to  tlia  Cobb- 

mittee  of  Commerce  and  MaiialaetiiieB  -     9iS 

Foster,  Augustus  J^  correspondence  o^  witk  iSbm 

Secretary  of  State  ....  1781,  IMS 

Fowler,  Sarah,  Mr.  Laoock  presented  the  peti- 
tion of;  refoifod     .....    6lft 

Frtiioe,  a  Message  ^m  the  President,  tnuumit- 
ting  letters  from  the  Minister  of      . 
correspondence  on  our  relations  with  . 

Franklin,  Meshack,  of  North  Carolina,  waoqunl. 
ified,  and  took  bis  seat  .        •        .         . 

Frazier,  Solomon^  reporC  on  the  potition  «f 

French  Spoliations,  Mr*  Pitkin  presented  a  stsAe- 
ment  concerning   .        -        .        - 
Mr.  Wheaton  |Mresented  sundry  docunentB 
concerning,  which  were  roferrod  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  .        .        . 

Friends^  Mr.  Little  presented  the  memorial  of  tbo 
Yearly  Meeting  of  tho;  reforred     * 

Fromentin,  Eligius,  admitted  within  the  Hall,  ma 
one  of  the  Delegates  fii^em  the  TofriloiT'  of 
Orieana llSS 

Folton,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  extendti^ 
the  time  of  patent  righte  to     .^        . 
read  twice,  and  committed  .        •        .        • 

Gamble,  William,  a  petition  o(  referred  to  the 

Secretary  of  War 1^7 

Garrard,  WilUam,  tho  committee  ordered  to  re- 
port a  bill  in  the  case  of  •        .        -        •  1343 
abillfortherelief  of  read  twice  •        •        -  1414 
.  ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        •        .  1437 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed      ...  1439 
General  Land  Office,  a  bill  firbm  the  Senate  to 

establish  a      -        -        -        .        .        .  1108 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  00 

Public  Lands 1112 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  -  IS40 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -  1337 
read  a  thhd  time,  and  passed      ...  1329 
General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  the  Poet, 
master  General  was  directed  to  lay  b^ire 
the  House  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of 
repairing,  ^kc        .....    42(1 

Georgetown  Lancaster  School,  a  bill  to  inoorpo- 
rate,  the  trustees  of  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed     ......    693 

reported  with  amendmente,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .....  1(^77 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1036 
Georgia,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  rati- 
^ing  the  amendment  to  the  Conetitation 
on  the  subject  of  titles  ....  1049 

another,  approving  the  measures  of  Gorem- 
ment     .......  1013 

Gholson,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat  -        •        -  .     -        .        .    343 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the 
apportionment  bill  ....    410 

remarks  of,  on  the  statute  of  limitation  -  695 
on  the  bUl  to  raise  Tolunteers  .  .  765,  76& 
on  the  war  taxes  *  .  -  •  .  1117 
on  British  intrigues  .  -  •  .  •  IISS 
on  the  bill  to  admit  Louisiana   .        •       .  1329 
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Aolaon,  Mr.,  remarlu  of-— continued.  Pafl^. 

OD  tha  MM  of  Roumttvall  •  ■      •        •  1369 

OD  the  Dutfict  banks         •        •  1438,  1433 

2ilet»  Mr^  (of  the  Senate,)  apeech  of;  on  the  bill 

for  raising  volunteers     ... 
ilebe  Laiiib,  Mr.  XjOwis  presented  a  petition  re- 
specting the,  of  Fairfax,  referred    • 
Sold,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  Rules  and  Otders. 
on  the  bin  to  raise  volunteers     •        •        ^ 
speech  of,  oa  the  Navy  bill         - 
remarks  of,  en  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Dialrict  conrl  bill     • 

in  the  ease  of  Ronnaaxeil  -        •        .        • 

speech  of,  on  a  bill  returned  with  obfeetions 

by  the  President    -'••.. 

on  the  bill  to  anthorixe  the  issue  of  Tieaik 

Qiy  notes      •-•••• 

on  the  embargo  bill   -        •  ~     * 

Goldsborongh,  Charles,  of  Mainland,  was  qnali* 

fied,  and  took  hie  seat    -        •        •        • 

remarka  ot,  on  the  Senate  bill  reipecting  the 

Corps  of  Engineers       .... 

speech  o<;  on  an  appeal  finom  the  dadsion 

of  the  Speaker       «        •        .       •        • 

remarks  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  non-impor- 

tetion  acts     -•.••• 

Oood  Friday,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  the  Hooee 

adjoamed  for  the  day    •        .        • 

Gore,  Lieutenant  Governor,  letter  Irom,  to  Sir 

James  Crsig  -..••• 

Govsrnment,  a  bill  for  the  aupport  of,  lead  twice, 

and  committed       .        .        .        .        • 

reported,  apd  ordeeed  to  a  third  reading 
read  n  third  time»  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ameni|ments  1082 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  ....... 

reported,  and  amendments  concurred  in     » 

a  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for 

support  of,  read  twice,  dtc.     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        *        .        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

amendments  read,  and  eommitted      *        ^ 

reported^  and  concurred  in         .        •        • 

Grray,  Edwin,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and  took 

hie  seat  ...... 

Great  Britain,  a  Message  from   the  President, 

transmitting  papers  concerning,  796, 800,  1210, 
1482,  1486,  1487,  1492,  1493,  1516 
Great  Water  Creek,  Mr.  Rhea  offered  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of,  read,  end  referred,  1001 
Grsely,  Aaron,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice,  and 
eommitted     ...... 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Grimes,  J.  8.,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Speaker,  stat^ 

ing  that  he  had  directed  a  number  of  tea 

plants  to  be  sent,  for  the  use  of  members,  1437 

Grundy,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  relating 

to  Indian  lands      .....    359 

on  the  resolution  to  lay  additional  duties, 
Ac       ......        . 

speech  of,  on  the  second  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relations    • 
remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Senate  bill,  to 

raise  an  additional  military  force     - 
on  receding  from  amendments  disagreed  to 
by  the  Senate        .        •       •       .       • 
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1246 

1319 
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351 
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Grandy,  Mr.,  remarks  of-^-eontinued.    '^  Pegs* 

on  the  bm  to  raise  volnnteers    •       «     780,773 

speech  of,  on  the  war' taxes        ...  1136 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  relating  to  Ten* 
nessee  lands I16d> 

on  a  motion  to  empower  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  to  send  for  persons^ 

.    dec.       ....... 

in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  .... 

on  the  joint  reaolotion  for  a  recess     . 

speech  o^  on  the  Senate  bill  authorizing  As- 
sistant Secretaries  of  War      ... 

on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo    ... 

jreraarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  recall  ab- 
sentees ....... 

on  the  bill  to  Isy  an  embargo  for  a  limited 
time      •.....• 


1194 
126» 
1338 

1364 
1407 

142€ 


1589 


H. 


1362 
476 


Hall,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volun- 
teers    .......    798 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the 
maritime  frontier    .....  1030 

Harper,  Mr.,  spneech  of,  on  the  bill  for  Assistant 
Secretaries  of  War         .... 

:  Harrison,  Jabez,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented  a  petition 
of,  referred     •        -     .  - 

Harrison,  Governor  Wm.  H.,  Mr.  Basse tt  (>re. 
sented  a  letter  from,  referred  to  the  Sec 
retary  of  State       -        •        .        •        .  1339 

Harrison  and  Lewis,.  Mr.  Emott  presented  a  pe- 
tition of,  referred    ..... 

Havie  de  Grace,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Aicher  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures was  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  district  of  - 

Haien,  Moses,  a  report  from  the  Treasury  and 
War  Departments  on  the  claims  of  the 
heirs  o^  and  others         .... 

Head,  Joseph,  a  petition  of,  referred 

Hempen  Goods,  Mr.  Condit  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting       ..... 

Henley,  David,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

.  and  committed       ..... 

a  third  reading  refused       .... 

Henry,  John,  report  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  on  the  disclosures  of 

Hewett,  Thomas,  protest  of,  against  a  French 

.  squadron 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State 

Hill,  Joseph,  a  lettec  from,  endorsing  surveys, 

dtc,  ordered  to  be  deposited  in  the  library  1414 

Hodgson,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  peti* 

tion  of,  referred      .....    369 

Hoffman,  Peter,  jun.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     .... 

rejected  on  third  reading    .... 

Home  Department,  report  on  the  subject  of  a    - 

House  of  Representatives,  members  present  at 
the  meeting  of  the 
adjournment  of  the,  on  account  of  the  India. 

position  of  the  Speaker  ... 
usual  proosedinga  preparatory  to  the  ad- 
journment of  the   - 

Hubbell,  Eaekiel,  a  biU  to  empower  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  twice,  and  committed  - 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 692 

.  read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •        •    692 
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Hobble,  Exekiel — continued.  Page. 

retarned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  referred  ......    928 

reported,  and  concurred  in         >        .        .    938 

Hubbell,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       :.....  1335 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading I24I 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1446 

Hungerford,  John  P.,  (sitting  member,)  the 
House  decided  that,  is  not  entitled  to  his 
seat 395 

I. 

Illinois  Territory,  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  the.  right  of 
suffrage  in     -        -        .        -        •        - 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted          

petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  in  relation 
to  the  object  of  the  bill  .... 

biU  reported  without  amendment,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed    .... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 


ment    - 
concurred  in 


1278 
1321 
1326 
134^ 

1429 

1431 


Importation,  a  bill  to  authorize, under  certain  cir- 

.    cumstances,  read  twice,  and  committed  -    692 
Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  on  the  sub. 

ject  of,  of  British  goods,  referred  .  -  1242 
a  bill  to  suspend  the  sereral  acts  prohibit- 
ing, read  twice,  &c.  -  -  -  -1511 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting,  during  the  war    ...  1514 

Imports  and  Exports,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin* 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  direct* 
ed  to  lay  before  the  House  a  statement  of 
the  amount  in  value  of  -  -  •  -  570 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  obedience 
thereto 1018 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  acts  for  the  collection  of  duties  on,  1495 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  regulating  the 
collection  of  duties  on,  read    -        -        -1513 

Impressed  Seamen,  Mr.  Little  submitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of  -        -        -        '- '  370 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  President 373 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  reply    794 

Mr.  Stow  8ubmitte<l  a  resohition  respecting 
the  allowance  of  bounty  in  certain  cases, 
referred  to  tha  Committee^f  the  Whole  -    582 

Mr.  Condict  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to 780 

which  was  rejected    -        -        -        -        •    823 

-on  motion  of  the  same,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  arrange  all  the  information  on 
the  subject  of         ....        -     823 

Mr.  Jackson  submitted  a  memorial  and  re- 
monstrance sgainst  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Stow 1001 

Increase  of  the  Navy,  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Naval  Establishment  concerning 
an •  2137 


Indiana  Territoiy,  the  memotial  of  the 

ture  of,  presented  at  last  session,  wi 

motion  of  Mr.  Jennings*  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Public  Landa    -        -         - 
report  of  said  committee  refinrred   to. the 

Committee  of  the  Whole  •  -  -  404 
Committee  of  the  Whole  concur,  and  fepori  584 
Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  resolution  to  naake 

certain  inquiries  of.  the  Preaident,  oon- 

oeming-        ....         -         .    592 
•   a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  ad* 

mission  into  the  Union,  referred  -  -  €07 
a  protest  against  said  petition  -  -  -  749 
Mr.  Jennings  submitteid  a  resolution  in  i«l»' 

tion  to  the  seat  of  justice  in  -  -  -  756 
Mr.  Jennings  submitted   a  repreaaiitati0ii 

complaining  of  the  Oorernor  of  -  -  84€ 
Mr.  Jennings  offered  a  resolution  on  the  sob- 

ject  last  mentioned,  which  was  agreed  to  1248 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  to  be 

admitted  into  the  Union  -  -  1247 

a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  cod- 

£erning  the  act  to  divide  ...  1439 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  divide,  reed 

twice,  icG.     .....         .  1449 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  I4g|> 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment  24^ 
petitions  praying  further  time  to  complete 

payments  for  lands  in     -        -        -  14SI3, 1513 
Indian  A&irs,  appointment  of  a  select  eoBunittee 

on         .......    343 

a  report  on  the  subject  of  -        -         •         .  1491 
Indian  Agents,  Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  leaela- 

tion  relating  to  the  appointment  o£'        -    618 
which  was  agreed  to  -        .        .         -        -    940 
Indian  Department,  Mr.  McKee  submitted  a  ree- 

olution  relative  to  the  importation  of  goods 

for  the  use  of  the  -  -  -  .  .  610 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 

the  compensation  of  the  Superintendent 

of  tiie  -  -  -  -  .  -  -  126S 
a  bin  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Saparin- 

tendent  of  the,  read  twice      ...  1346 
Indian  Lands,  Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  reao- 

luttbn  of  inquiry  concerning  -        -        -      36 
Indian  Trade,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell  a  com. 

mittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  concern- 

ing  the---.-  .-  560 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedi- 

ance  to  said  resolution   ....    795 
referred  to  a  select  committee     ...    939 
Infantry,  a  report  on  the  discipftne  of         .        .  1319 
a  bill  for  the  more  perfect  organization  oi 

the,  read  twice  .....  1437 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1439 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1449 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred  ......  14^ 

a  disagreement  to  the  amendments  repoirt- 

ed,  and  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  .  1491 
report  of  the  conferees  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

Ubie 15» 

the  House  receded  from  their  disagreement  1535 
Infirm  and  Superannusted  Officen,    dec,  Mr. 

Dawson  submitted  a  resolution  reapecting  356 
a  bill  in  relation  to,  read  twice  ...  69S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1038 
read  a  third  time  .....  km 
question  on  its  passage  loet        ...  loss 
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1080 


345 
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InformatioB,  Mr.  MeKee  preaented  t  reaolttiion 
aflking,  of  the  Pretident,  on  aundrjr  sub- 
jecto      -      .  - 

Internal  Duties,  a  bill  making  further  proviMon 
for  the  collection  of,  read  turice 

Internal  Improvement^  a  report  on  the  petitions 
of  several  companies  proposing 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  - 

Iron,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manu&ctures  were  in- 
•tractcd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
OBcoaraging  the  manufacture  of  - 
a  petition,  praying  that  the  importation  o^ 
may  be  prohibited,  referred     -        • 

J. 

J«il  at  Alexandria,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the 
petition  in  relation  to  the,  presented  at 
last  session,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia 

Janney,  Thomas,  and  others,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  peti- 
tion of  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1488 

Jefierson  College,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter, 
the  Committee  on  Poblie  Lands  were  in- 
atrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
anthorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  locate  the  sections  granted  to  -  • 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twicoy  and  oommifef*^ 

ted - 

reported  withovk  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        •        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •       • 

Jel&reon's  Manual,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Baasett,  a 
resolution  was  adopted,  respecting  - 

Jefiersonville,  Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  rtaolu* 
tign  respecting  the  District  of 

Jennings,  Jonathan,  Delegate  from  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat     • 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  to  sun- 
dry petitions  from  said  Territory    - 
statement  made  by,  in  the  case  of  Ronnsa- 
▼eU 

Johnson,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations    .        -        . 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  recede  from 
amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  - 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     ... 
speech  of,  on  the  Naval  Establishment 
on  the  war  taxes        ....  1140, 1550 

remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  his  motion  re- 
lating to  West  Florida   ....  1150 

on  British  intrigues  -        -        -        -        -1191 

on  the  bill  to  admit  Louisiana    -        -  1218, 1824 
in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  ....  1257 

on  the  joint  resolution  for  a  recess        1314,  1337 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  authorizing  As- 
sistant Secretaries  of  War      ... 
on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo      ... 
Joint  Rules  and  Orders,  Mr.  Williams  submitted 
an  amendment  to  the     -        i,       -        - 
disagreed  to      -----        - 

Judges  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate respecting  the  « 
twice  read,  and  committed         ... 

Jndieial  System,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gold  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of.  amending  the  • 
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K.  Pftge. 

Kaskaskia,  a  bill  for  revision  of  confirmation, 
dtc^  of  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  ot^ 
read  twice,  and  committed 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee 
'    on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  dividing  the 

district  of 557 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      -        •    '    - 
read  a  third  time,  and  pfused     ... 
Kent,  Mr^  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  mo- 
tion ibr  employing  the  army  - 
Kentucky,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  o(  to 

support  the  Government,  referred  - 
Key,  Philip  Barton,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat   ..... 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to 
employ  the  army   ..... 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues  ... 
in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -        ... 
on  tho^  District  banks         .... 

King,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution 

respecting  additional  duties    •        .      359, 361 
Kingston,  Stephen,  ^  favorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of        -----        -    368 

in  which  the  House  refused  to  concur        -  1035 
Knighty  Lieutenant  Simeon,  a  bill  for  relief  o^ 

read  twice,  and  committed     - 
Knoxville,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  letter  of  in- 
struction, respecting  a  road  from,  to  Au- 
gusta, which  was  referred  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  War      

L. 

Lacock,  Abner,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    .....    331 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  783,  796 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  the 
naturalisation  laws          -        -               -  1561 
'  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers     1219 

on  the  Senate's  amendiAent  to  the  district 

court  bill 1228 

on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the  embargo  -  1421 
Lambert,  William,   report  of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  on  the  petition  of        -        •        .  1577 
Landais,  Peter,  Mr.  Paulding  presented  a  peti-" 

tion  of-------    566 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -  1048 
an  adverse  report  thereon,  concurred  in      -  1216 
Law,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the 

Naval  Establishment      ... 
Letters  of  Marque,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twice, 
and  committed       ..... 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from    the  Senate,  with    amend- 
ments   -.---.- 
which  were  concurred  in   -   .    - 
Levy  Court,  a  bill  concerning  the,  of  Washmg- 
ton  county,  D.  C,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   
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Levy  Court — oontinued.  Page, 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  ^  •  .  1078 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeaed  ...  1083 
a  petition  of  the,  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  the  Diitrict  of  Colambia  ...  697 
a  bill  conferring  certain  powere  on  the,  read 

twice,  and  committed  ....  1261 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeaed  -  •  -  1251 
retamed  from  the  Senate,  with  araendmenta  1322 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1436 
read  a  third  time,  and  pa«ied  ...  1436 
-another  bill  concerning, retum/od  with  amend- 

menta,  read,  and  committed  ...  1514 
report  of  diaagreement  concurred  in  -  •  1532 
Lewis,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  marriage  licensee  -'  1041 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Corps 

of  Engineers-        .....  1219 

Libnury,  on  motion  of  Mr.  8cybert,  a  joint  com- 
mittee was  appointed  on  the  ...    363 

a  message  from  the  Senate  that  they  agree, 
and  ha^e  appointed  a  committee     -        *    403 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  further  ap- 
propriations for  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted    d97 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 398 

Mr.  Seybert  submitted  a  joint  resolution  of- 
fering the  use  of  the  books  in  the,  to  th« 
United  States  Judges,  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  -        •        •        «  1106 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        •        •1107 

a  letter  from  the  Chief  Justice,  in  behalf  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  acknowledging  the 
favor     .......  1116 

Lioenies  to  Retailers^  a  bill  to  lay  dutie/i  on,  read 

twice     ----..-  1655 
Light-Houses,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of 
Lewis's  patent  for  lighting,  read  twice, 

dec- 618 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......  1068 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased  ...  1072 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1108 
concurred  in    .••...    lll2 

Limitation,  Mr.  Bacon  submitted  a  resolution 

eonceming  the  statutes  of  •  -  -  3*33 
which  was  concurred  in,  and  referred  to  the 

Committee  of  Claims     -        •        -        •    334 
report  of  said  committee    •        -        -        •    567 
a  resolution  adopted  to  inquire  into  the  mer^ 
its  ofclaima,dcc.    .....  1283 

Little,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  recede 
fit)m  disagreement  to  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate         703 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  calling  ab- 
sentees  1424 

Little  Belt,  British  account  of  the  afiair  with  the  1876 
American  statement  of  the  same  •  -  1883 
address  of  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  court 

of  inquiry  in  the  case  of  -  •  -  -  1922 
letter  of  the  Commodore  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Nayy 1926 

Loan»  a  bill  authorising  a,  read  twice,  and  corn- 

mitted 1Q66 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1087 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        .  1092 
returned  from  the  Senate,  amended,  and  con- 
curred in       1198 


Loan-— continued.  Page, 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy, 
with  a  report  of  proceedings  under  the  act 
authorizing  a         -        -        -  •  1433 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  the 
practicability  of  obtaining  a    -        -        -  I0iB 
a  bill  authorizing  a,  of  eleven  millions,  read 

twice,  and  committed  ....  1S63 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed    .....  1S7S 
the  Treatunr  report  on  the  subject     -        -  1893 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  petition  of  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of,  praying  the  sec- 
ond grade  of  government        ...    5S7 
Mr.  Nekon  presented  a  similar  petition      -    68& 
a  bill  to  admit,  into  the  Union,  read  twice, 

and  committed  .....  121# 
reported  amended,' and  ordered  to  n  third 

reading  ....  •  .  isss 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1227 
relumed  ftpm  the  Senate,  vrith  amendments  ISif 
concurred  in  -  -  -  -  -  •  1254 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enlarge  the  limiCa  of  1278 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  Siird  reeding  -  1179 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1298 
a  b3l  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  leai  1429 
read  three  times,  and  paased  ...  14S1 
bin  respecting  the  survey  of  certain  lands  in, 

i«ad  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  1491 
a  bill  giving  validity  to  the  sale  of  certain 

kmds  in,  read  twice        •        •        •        .  ]51S 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1516 
Loniiiana  Lead  Company,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  dbc  •         -  124ft 
reported  without  amendment     •        •         .  126S 
third  reading  reje^ed        .        .        •        .  \%i% 
Louisiana  Stock,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  eonceming  the  -        ->        -  I43C 
biU  to  transfer  Uie  6  per  cent,  and,  read  twice  1437 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        .        .  1563 
Lottlsvillef  Mr.  Ormsby  submitted  a  raoolntion  re- 
specting an  armory  at    -        -        -        -  1083 
a  report  from  the  committee       ...  1242 
read,  and  agreed  to   -        -        -        .        •  1243 
Lowndes,  Mr.>  speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to 

raise  an  additional  military  force  -  -  648 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Navml 

Establishment        ....        -    884 
On  the  bill  to  permit  the  importation  of  Brit- 
ish goods 1281, 1299 

on  sundry  petitions  to  suspend  the  non-im- 
portation act  -        -        •        -        .        .  1SS5 
on  the  bill  respecting  munitions  of  war      -  1569 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  Speaker  presented  a  memo- 
rial of,  praying  to  be  repaid  a  fine,  under 
prosecution  for  libel       ....    349 
referred  to  a  select  committee    •        •        -    348 
Ly<Mi,  George,  a  bill  ibr  the  relief  of,  read  twice  -    1348 
referred  to  a  committee      ....  1435 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1574 
vesid  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1576 

M. 

Macon,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  the  reooluti(m  to  refer 

the  Message    ......  340 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Rhea's  reaolntion  respect- 
ing additional  duties       .... 

speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations .        •        •        •        •    492 
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ImooB,  Mr.,  fpe«ch  of— eontinmiL  Plig^. 

on  the  Sonate  bill  to  raiso  aa  additiona}  mil* 
itary  force      ......    660 

remarkfl  of,  on  the  bill  to  eatabiiah  a  Qaar- 

tennaater'a  department  .       •       •       •    802 
en  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia      .        •        •  1081 
on  the  Miflnaeippi  bill        .        .        •        •  1207 
in  the  caae  of  Rounaavell  ...  1239, 1266 
on  the  joint  reaolntion  for  a  receea      •        •  1340 
JagTuder,  Patrick,  election  of,  aa  Clerk  of  the 
House  ------- 

lagTuder,  Allan  B.,  one  of  the  Delegatea  from 

Orleana,  admitted  within  the  Houae 
laine,  a  committee  appointed  to  inqohre  into  the 
eipediency  of  altering  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  District  Courts  of       .        . 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        .        *        •        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •       • 
llMiafactures,  Mr.  Aewton  made  a  statement  of 
retams  of  American,  as  directed  by  the 
eeneus  law  to  be  made  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  dec.    - 
n  petition  praying  proteoHonof  •        •  2066, 2072 
tfamufactnres  of  Copper,  the  Committee  of  Com* 
merce  and  Manufacturea  were  instnictad 
to  report  a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  lay* 
ing  duties  on         .        .        .        •        « 
^Imritime  Frontier,  a  bill  making  further  appro* 

priation  for  defence  of  our,  read  twice,  dee.    663 


331 


*  1168 


*     334 


348 
349 
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402 


read  a  third  time 
passed 


1029 
1030 


m  bill  farther  to  provide  for  defence  of  our, 

read  twice      .*.••«  1632 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        »        •  1573 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     *        •        •  1574 
m  bill  from  the  Senate  for  defence  of  •        •  1347 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1353 
Carriage  Licenses,  Mr.  Baker  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washington 
county,  District  of  Columbia,  respecting ; 
referred  ---.-- 

a  bill  concerning,  read  twice,  and  committed 
first  section  stricken  out,  and  bill  lost  * 
Maryland,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  canj  into 
el&ct  an  act  of  the  Legislature  01,  read 
twice,  and  committed     -        -        .      •  - 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Maaon,  John,  and  others,  petition  of,  referred    - 
Mason's  Island,  a  petition  praying  authority  to 
cut  a  canal  around,  oc.  ... 
a  bill  to  authorize  a  canal*  dec,  read  twioe, 
and  committed       ..... 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Maasachnsetts,  Mr.  Seaver  presented  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of,  to  furnish  supplies 
for  public  serrice   -        .        - 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
Mr.  Cutts  presented  an  address  of  the  Re- 
publican members  of  the  Legislature  of, 
approring  the  measures  of  Grovemment  •  1610 
Maxwell,  George  C,  of  Massachusetts,  was  Qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat   .        -        - 
remarks  of,  on  receding  from  disagreement 
with  the  iSenate     -        -    .   - 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  to  incorporate  the        -        -        *  1322 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  committee      •  1322 
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Meebmnica'  Bank  of  Alexandria^^^-eodtinued.      Page, 
report  of  the  committee  Cheredo^         -        •  1348 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1420 
fead  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1423 
Merchant  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  con- 
cerning the  arming  of    -        *        -        -  1347 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  I86S 
Message,  a  confidential,  from  the  President  of 

the  United  States 1624 

referred  tfi  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela^ 

tions      -        .        p        .        .        .        .  163Q 
copy  of  said  Message         ....  1714 
Military  Bounty  Lands,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  provide  for  designating,  6lc  -  •  1246 
read  twice,  and  committed  -  •  .  .  1247 
reported  with  amendments  ...  1298 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        •  1342 

reeommitted 1347 

reported  without  amendment,  reed  a  third 

time,  and  passed    .....  1367 

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 

complete  the  existing     .        •        •        • 

twice  read,  and  committod  •        •        » 

reported  without  amendment     •        «        • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 

the,  read  twice,  and  committed 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  •  * 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  ,  • 
a  bill  making  additional  appn^atiens  for 
die,  dec,  read  twice,  Ac.  .  *  • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  •  • 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasted  .  .  • 
Military  Force,  papers  from  the  War  Departp' 

ment  relating  to  the '     - 
Military  Peace  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Clay,  a  committee  was  i^ppointed  to  in* 
quire  in  relation  to  the  •        .        • 
Militia,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  estabUsh 
a  nniferm  system  of,  read  twice,  dtc. 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
on  motion  of  Mx,  Condict,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  report 
a  bill  for  arming  the       -        -        -        - 
a  bill  to  arm  and  eqnip  the,  read  twice,  &c» 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .        * 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1298 
Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  in  re- 
lation to  the,  of  the  Southern  and  Western 

Sutes 1227 

a  resolution  of  the  Legfislature  of  Kentucky 
in  relation  to  the    -        *        •        -        -  2107 
Miller,  Samuel  R«,  dc  Co.,  Mr.  Quincy  presented 

a  petition  of,  referred     ... 
Miller>  Christopher,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .  -     . 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
MiUer,  Peter,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  oon- 

cojred  in       -        -       -        *        - 
Milnor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  mo- 
tion to  employ  the  army         ... 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues 
on  his  resolution  relucting  a  revision  of  the 
penal  code     -.-..• 
in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  *        *        -  1269, 1271 
Minifie,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re* 

lief  of *       •  124e 
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Minifie,  Charles — continaed.  Ptge* 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1247 
reported  without  amendment     .        .        i?  1250 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1343 
Mint,  the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
mitted the  report  of  the  Director  of  the   -    692 
Mississippi  Territory,  Mr.  Poindezter  presented 
a  petition,  praying  admission  of,  into  the 

Union -     344,685 

referred  to  a  select  committee    .        ^        .    ^6 
report  of  said  committee  recommitted  •        -    549 
an  amended  report    .....    550 
a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of,  to  form,  a  con- 
stitution, &c.,  read  twice        ...    649 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1212 
Mr.  Poindexter  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Liegisiature  of,'  approTing  the  meas- 
ures of  Government        ....    689 
another,  praying  the  extinguishment  of  cer- 
tain Indian  titles 1031 

on  motion  of  the  same,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  confirming  grants 
by  the  Spanish  Government  ...  1077 
Mr.  P.  submitted  a  resolution  authorizing 
the  President  to  caus^  a  census  to  be 
taken  of  the  people  of  ....  1348 
amended,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 1417 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1420 
a  bill  confirming  grants  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment of  West  Florida  to  lands  in,  read 

twice 1450 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1491 
a  bill  confirming  grants  int  by  the  Spanish 

Government,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  1451 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  .....  1479 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ^  -  .  1484 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1532 
concurred  in  -  .  .  .  .  .  1559 
Mr.  Poindezter  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  division  of,  into  two  States  -  1480 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1483 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  i486 
Missouri,  a  bill  respecting  the  lead  mines  in  the 

Territory  o^  read  twice,  and  committed  -  1563 
Mitchill,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the 

Naval  Establishment  -  -  •  866, 920 
speech  of,  on  the  Treasury  note  biU  -  -  1506 
on  additional  duties  .....  1519 
on  the  embargo  -  -  -  -  -  1617 
introductory  of  a  resolution  respecting  ex- 
ports       1201 

remarks  of,  on  the  Mississippi  bill       -        -  1207 
on  the  bill  respecting  the  Corps  of  Engineers  1318 
Monroe,  James,  Secretary  of  State,  correspond- 
ence of,  with  Mr.  Russell        ...  1754 
Moore,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  duty  on  distilled 

spirits    ..-..--  1115 
Moseley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  revenue  report    846 
Munitions  of  War,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  a  select  committee     -    343 
report  of  said  committee  in  detail        -        -    623 
a  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of,  read     -  1632 
amended,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Foreign  Relations 1561 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       .....  ]664 
rejected  on  the  third  reading      •        •        •  1570 


Munitions  of  War — continued.  PagCL 

rejection  reconsidered,  and  bill  committed  -  157S 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged  from 
its  consideration     .....  1673 

bill  amended  by  the  House,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .....  1574 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -        -1574 
Murray,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of,  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       -        -  1041 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  1489 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .....  1489 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1487 
concurred  in      -        -        -        -         -        -  1490 

McBryde,  Archibald,  of  North  Carolina,  was 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat      ...    368 
McCulloch,  James   H.,  Mr.  McKim  preeented 
a  document  in  support  of  the  petition  o^ 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  petition  of  certain  collectors        -        -  104S 
(See  Colhetort  of  Customa*} 
McKee,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  petition  of  Mat- 
thew Lyon    ...        -        -        -    346 
remarks  <i,  on  the  bill  to  ratae  Tolunteers,  798, 799 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  -concerning  the  Naral 
EsUblishment        ....     833, 976 

rismarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  Wabash  bill 1249 

on  the  bill  for  the  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana         «>        -         -■       -  1254 
in  the  case  of  Rounsavell    •        -        -        .  1269 
on  the  embargo  bill   .....  1588 
McKlm,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Senate 

bill  respecting  an  additional  military  force  616, 

659,680 
on  the  second  resolution  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means  for  raising  revenue  -  1106 
on  an  amendment  proposed  to  the  same  -  1 IS8 
remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -  -  1279 
on  the  bill  to  permit  certain   importattoaa  1290, 

1311 
on  his  resolution  to  amend  the  Coaatitatioa  1317 
speech  of,  on  appointing  Assistant  Secreta- 
ries of  War   1373 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  banks         -        -  1423 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  issue 

of  Treasury  itotes  ....  1490, 1496 
on  non-importation   .....  1543 

N. 

Natchex,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  for  a 

hospital  at, 697 

another  from  the  Mayor,  dec,  of,  to  the  same 
effect,  both  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Public  Lands 731 

said  committee  discharged,  reference  made 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
u&ctures       -        -        -        -        -        -    719 

this  committee  discharged,  and  the  siib|ect 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -        •    926 

National  Militia,  sundry  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Kentucky  relating  to  a        -        2107 
Naturalization  Law,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Laeock,  a 
committee  was  appointed  respecting  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  ...  1661 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed      ..--.-  1563 

reported  with  amendmei^t,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading         -        ...        -  1671 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        •        •  |574 
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P»ge, 
NaTftl  EsUbliahment,  a  bill  concerning  the,  read 

twice,  and  committed      •  -        •    656 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •  1004 
read  a  third  time,  and  paned     .        .        •  1006 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment^ 

whiieh  were  disagreed  to        -        -        •  1196 
the  Senate  ineiet,  and  aik  a  conference       •«  1216 
the  House  agree  to  the  oonferenoe,  and  ap- 
point managers      •        -        •        •        •  1216 
the  managers  report  modifications       •        »  1232 
the  Senate  agree  to  the  modifioatioiis  of  the 
conferees        ......  1234 

the  Hoose  did  the  same     ....  1236 

^''a?al  Force,  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the    843 
report  of  said  committee    ....    663 

NaTy,  a  bill  for  support  of  the,  read  twice,  and 

committed     .•••..  1012 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1031 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1032 
NaTy  Hoepitals,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  with  a  copy  of  the  roles  and 
regalations  for  the  govemment  of  the,  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee    ...  1437 
a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  tho  - 

act  esUblishing 1449 

report  of  said  committee    ....  1487 
report  of  Uie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the 

subject  of -  2149 

Navy  Officers,  dec.,  the  Secretary  of  the  Nairy 

was  directed  to  report  the  names  o(  dbc*    929 
report  of  that  officer,  in  obedience       •        •  1018 
Navy  Yards,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  the  Se&> 
retary  of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  report 
a  statement  of  the  expenditures  on  the 

several 977 

report  of  that  officer  in  obedience       -        -  1437 
Nelson,  Mr.  remarks  of,  on  Uie  rules  and  orders    676 
remarks  of,  on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  an 

additional  military  force  ...  609 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  ...  773 
speech  of,  on  the  same        ...     790,  799 

on  the  navy  bill 991 

on  arming  the  militia         ....  1081 

on  the  war  taxes        .....  1119 

on  the  Louisiana  bill  -        •        -        -        •  1224 
remarks  of^  in  tho  case  of  Rounsavell  -        -  1261 
on  the  resolution  for  relief  to  Caraccas       -  1360 
on  the  resolution  to  recall  absentees    -        -  1426 
on  the  embargo  bill    -        •        -        -        -  1697 
New  Jersey,  sundry  resolutions  of  the  people 
of,  expressing  confidence  in  the  Admin- 
istration        ......    396 

the  President  of  the  United  States  transmit- 
ted copies  of  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  to  the  same  effect       ...    907 
New  Orleans,  petitition  of  the  Mayor,  dtc,  of, 

praying  a  grant  of  a  certain  lot,  referred  •    872 
report  of  the  committee  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       ....    404 

their  report  disagreed  to    -        •        -        -    682 
Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting tl^e  exaction  by,  of  a  tax  on  ves- 
sels descending  the  Mifsiuippi       .        -    683 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        •  1046 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  of  Ken- 
tucky respecting  a  road  from,  to  said  State  1167 
a  biU  to  relinquish  to  the  city  of,  a  certain 

lot,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  1198 
reported,  and  ordwed  to  a  third  reading     -  1208 
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read  a  third  time,  and  passed     *        -        .  1210 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1239 
which  were  concurred  in   -        -        -        -  1246 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  granting  to  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  and  his  successors, 
a  lot  in  the  city  of  -        •        -        .       >.  1322 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1326 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       ......  1329 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1342 
petition  of  the  delegates  from  the  Conven- 
tion of  Orleans  Territory,  praying  a  grant 
of  certain  lots  to  the  dty  of,  referred  to  a 
committ^     ......  1471 

Newspapers,  the  usual  order  for  the  supply  of  •    331 
Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  Mr.  Rhea  s  resolu- 
tion for  additional  duties         ...    360 
explanations  of  certain  returns  in  the  census 

respecting  mannfoctures         ...    370 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolntion  respecting  im« 
pressed  seamen      .....    780 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  importation  of  Brit- 
ish goods 1281 

on  the  joint  resolution  for  a  recess     -     '  -  1336 
on  the  resolution  to  recall  absentees  -        -  1426 
New  York,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented  a  petition  of 

sundry  merchants  of     -        •        .      334, 476 
New  York  Canals,  petition  and  papers  relating 

to 2166 

Non-importation,sundry  petitions  from  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut  respecting    -        -    866 

snndiy  petitions  praying  a  suspension  of  the 
act  of 1326 

papers  relating  to  modifications  of  the  act  -  2106 
Non-intercourse,  Mr.  Richcrdson  submitted  a 

resolution  to  repeal  the  act  concerning    -  1644 

the  resolution  rejected        ....  1546 
North  Bend^  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire concerniug  a  road  to  the        -        -    348 

a  bill  concerning  said  road  read  twice         •    349 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    427 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Macon  presented  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of,  approving  the 
measures  of  Government        ...    607 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Blsckledge,  a  committee 
was  sppointed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  time  for  holding 
the  district  courts  in       -        •        -        -    664 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    719 

Mr.  Macon  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  ratifying  the  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  in  relation  to  titles       -    928 

O. 

0*Bannon,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  tho  Senate  for 

relief  of 402 

read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Public  Lands    .....    403 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....    427 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1082 
Ogden  and  Harrison,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    476 
Ohio,  Mr.   Morrow  submitted  a  resoIuUon  re- 
specting the  loan  of  arms  to  the  State  of     392 
on  motion  of  the  same,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
confiiaiiif  the  northern  boonaaiy  of      • 
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a  resolution  of  the  LegtBiature  of,  appioTing 

the  measures  of  Government  •        -        •    697 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  allowing  fur* 
ther  time  to  purchasers  of  land  northwest 
of  the  river,  read  twice  -        -        -        .  1480 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        •        .  1667 
Old  City  Hall,  (New  York,)  a  hUl  authoriaing 
Uie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase 
.  or  lease  the,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  1S63 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •  1298 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1319 
Ordnance,  &c.,  a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase 

of,  read  twice,  and  eommitted  -  •  625 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  leading^  • .  694 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  *  607 
a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the,  read 

twice,  and  committed     •        •        .        •  1329 

reported,  and  ord<;red  io  a  third  reading  .    •  1367 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1376 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in   -        «-       •        •        •  1419 

Ordnance  Department,  a  bill  to  establirii  an, 

twice  read,  and  committed      ...  1233 
reported,  and  recommitted          ...  1333 
Oriskany  Manufacturing  Company,  -the  memo- 
rial of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures         -        -        •  1077 
Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  giving  further 
time  for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the 
western  district  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   -  1262 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1298 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1317 
Orr,  Thomas,  the  Committee  uf  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  report  to  confirm,  in  his 
title  to  certain  lands       .        .        •        •  1048 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted         1058 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •1158 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -1196 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1249 
which  were  concurred  in   -        •        -        -  1262 

P. 

Patentees,  Mr.  Seybert  submitted  a  resolution 

calling  for  the  names  of  -        -        -        •    749 
which  was  agreed  to          ^        .        .        .    749 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  obedience    875 
Patent  Office,  Mr.  Seybert  made  a  report  respect- 
ing the  1490 

Patent  Rights,  petitiona  for  the  extension  of       2163, 

2175 
Paulding,  William,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  .....    372 

Peace,  sundry  memorials,  recommending  meas- 
ures of-        -        -        -        -        -        -  1416 

Pearl  River,  a  hill  for  relief  of  the  Commissioneni 

west  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -    ^91 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1040 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1042 
Pearson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  Roun- 

savell 1267 

on  his  resolution  to  require  a  statement  of 
enlistmenU   .        .        1        .        .        .  lA^ 
Peck,  William,  a  bill  to  discharge  from  imprison- 
ment, read  twice    .....  1479 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1484 

read  a  third  time,  and  pused     .        •        •  i486 


Penal  Code,  Mr.  Milnor  submitted  a  rasoIntioB 

for  a  revision  of  the        ....  123S 
agreed  to,  and  a  eommittee  appointed         -  1238 
Pennsylvania,  a  message  communicating  anndrf 

resolutions  of  the  Legielattire  of     -         -    666 
Mr.  Milnor  presented  a  petition  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary line  of  -        •         -         •         -  1004 
Penrose,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twiee  1346 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...         -  1479 
read  a  third  time,  and  pueed     •        •         .  1494 
Pension  List,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bnrwell,  the  8«e- 
retary  of  War  was  directed  to  report  tlia 
names  of  persons  on  the         ...  104S 
Pensions,  a  resolution  by  Mr.  Rbea  oa  ibo  aab- 
ject  of,  referred   to  tfac   CJommittee    of 

Claims MS 

a  bill  to  revive  the  act  respecting  the  isodo 
of  obtaining,  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  • 
third  reading  -        -        -         •         -  1241 

Philadelphia,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petitiaii  of 
sundry  merchants  o^  which  waa  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerco  and  Hok- 
ufiictures       ------    834 

Pickens,  Mr.,  speech  o^on  the  Senate  failllbraB 

additional  military  force  •        -        -    643 

remaika  ot,  on  the  bill  to  .raise  voinnton    •    791 
Pike,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Z.  M.,  a  petitioa  of, 

presented       •        -        -        -         -         -  1576 

Pinkney,  Ninian,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twiee, 
and  committed  .  -  .  •  . 
reported,  and  third  reading  refused  -  -  1158 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  -  -  1417 
read  twice,  and  committed  -  .  •  1419 
reported  without  amendment  •  -  .  1439 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  •  .  1435 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  143S 

Pinkney,  William,  correspondence  of        -  1780, 1723 

Pitkin,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  rules  and  orders  -  577 
on  the  bill  to  xaise  volunteers  -  -  .745 
on  the  papers  relating  to  British  intrignea  -  1181 
introducing  a  statement  relating  to  French 

spoliations     -.--•-  1234 
remarks  of,  in  the  ease  of  RounsuTell  -  1259 

on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the  embargo  -  14SI 
on  the  bill  concerning  munitions  of  war     •  1569 

Pleasants,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  importation  biD  129i 

Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  a  bill  allowing  addi- 
tional compensation  to  the  Collecton  of, 
twice  read,  and  committed      .        -        -  l2ftl 
See  {CoUeetort  of  Customs.) 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  petition  from  inhabi- 
tants of,  praying  for  peace  measures        -  1427 
Poindexter,  George,  a  delegate  from  MississippE 

Territory,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat    331 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  set- 
tlements on  Indian  lands        ...    356 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     •      727,  728,  760 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  people  of 

Mississippi  to  form  a  constitution,  dtc  1201, 1206 
remarks  of,  on  the  Louisiana  bill  121G,  1218;  1224 
on  a  resolution  relating  to  the  militia  -  1236 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Rhea  -  -  -  -  1317 
a  declaration  by,  of  his  co-operation  in  the 
war       -        - 1637 

Porter,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations    .        -        .    414 
remarks  of,  on  receding  from  disagreement 
with  the  Senate 701 
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1694 


-  1379 


7M 
1146 
1816 

1216 


•  1333 


PoFter,  Mr.,  remarki  of— cpntinued.  Pare, 

oa  the  bill  to  raiae  Toiantaon     -  '  7S8,  780,  733," 

k    r        u-  .    .  79^799 

•peech  of,  on  hia  reaolution  to  raiae  a  pro- 
Tiaional  army  -        .        .        .        . 

remarka  of,  on  the  reaolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wajra  and  Meana  for  laiainff 
revenue         -----. 
on  the  embargo  hill  -        -        •        •        . 
Porta  and  Harbora,  a  bill  relating  to  dafenoe  of, 
read  twice,  and  committed      ... 
Porta  of  Entrj,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wifaon,  a  reso- 
lution was  agreed  to,  concerning  certain    1083 
Postmaater  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,, 
the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Maana  wera*^ 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedianey 
of  allowing  additional  compenaation  to  the    437 
a  bill  lo  that  effect  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Salaries         •        .    537 
P^Mt  Office  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

atanding  committee  on  -  •  .  .  333 
Post  Roada,  a  bill  to  alter  and  eslabliah  certain, 
read  twice,  and  committed  •  • 
read  twice,  and  committed .  -  .  . 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
recommitted  ---... 
reported  with  amendmenU,  and  refenad  to 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
another  bill  reported,  read,  and  recommitted  1219 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  -        -        .        .        .  1322 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        .  Xd22 
Potomac,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  improving 

the  navigation  of  the  river  ...  ^246 
read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  .  1247. 
petitions  praying  that  said  biU  may  not  pass, 

referred 

report  on  the  same    -        -        .        . 
Potter,  EUsha  R.,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat   -        -        .        .        . 
remarks  of,  on  the  apportionment  bill 
speech  of,  on  additional  duties    -        -        . 
Pre-emption,  a  bill  to  allow  further  time  to  com- 
plete payments  on  lands  held  in  right  of, 
m  the  Mississippi  Territory,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        •        .    397 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        .    397 
Prentias,  Charles,  examination  of,  before  a  com- 
mittee   16J8 

President  pro  itm,  of  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  Smilie,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  allowing  compensation  to  1514 

bill  to  that  effect, read  twice,  and  committed^  1532 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a' 

third  reading 1562 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  ]562 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended,  and  con- 
curred in       -        -        -        .        .        .  1588 
Previoaa  Question,  Mr.  Baseett  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  the      -        -        .        .  1083 
which  was  agreed  to  ....  iQgg 

Prince,  Williams,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition 

of,  referred     -        -        -        -        .        -618 

Prisonera  of  War,  the  Committee  on  Military 

Afiairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  providing  for    -        .        •  1574 

a  bill  providing  for,  read  twice   ...  1575 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        .  1677 

read  a  third  time»  and  paaaed    •       •       •  158!) 


1324 
1415 

35ff 

863 
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Page. 
Proclamation,  the  President's,  of  war        -        -  2223 
setting  apart  a  day  of  humiliation,  dec.        .  2224 
Pfoteatant  Episcopal  Church,  of  Alexandria,  Mr. 
Nelson  presented  a  petition  of  the,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Dbtrict  of 
Columbia       ......    3591 

Proviaional  Military  Force,  Mr.  Porter  submitted 

a  reaolution  to  raise  a    -        -        •        -  1058 
which  was  negatived         ....  io69 

Public  Buildings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  auma  due  on  account  of  work  done 

on  the -        -  1234 

the  President  of  the  United  States  trana- 
mitted  a  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 

the        - 1268 

a  bill  making  proviaion   to  discharge  all 

claims  on,  dtc,  read  twice,  4cc*       -        -  1329 
reported  mxih.  amendment          ...  \AAl 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...  1434 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended,  and  com- 
mitted -        - 1567 

amendmenta  partially  disagraed  to      -        -  1667 
Public  Defence,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relatea  to,  waa 
referred  to  a  aelect  committee        -        •    8Stt 
Public  Depositee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  was  directed  to 
lay  before  the  House,  a  statement  of  the 
banks,  dec,  in  which  there  are        -        -    669 
report  of  that  officer  in  obedience        -        -    749 
the  said  report  in  full         ....  2056 
Public  Grounds,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
izing the  President  to   lease  any  portion 
of  the,  in  the  City  of  Washington  •        -  1559 
read  twice,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading -  1560 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1563 
the  Senate  disagreed         ....  1567 

and  the  House  receded    ,  -        -        -        -  1568 

Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, on      -----        .    333 

a  bill  giving  further  time  to  purchasers  of» 
west  oi  Ohio  river,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted .......    595 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -1196 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1 198 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended     -        •  1319 
concurred  in      -----        -  1320 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 

persons  concerning  the,  referred      •        -  1031 
a  petition  to  lease  certain   ....  1042 

a  bill  to  ascertain  titles  and  claims  to  certain, 
read  twice      ......  1246 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -1317 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1319 
Public  Printing,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire 

into  the  sUte  of  the        -        -        -        -1199 

Quartermaster'a  Department,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  establish  a 595 

read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oh 

the  Military  Establishment     ...  635 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  749 

ordeired  to  a  third  reading  ....  796 

read  a  third  time ;  passed  with  amendments  803 
a  message  from  the  Senate,  that  they  had 

poatponed  the  bill  indefinitely        •       •  1034 
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Qufirtermaster's  Department — oontuiued.  Page, 

another  bill  from  the  Senate  to  estabtish  at    . 

read  twice,  and  referred  ...  1088 
reported  with  amendments,  and  committed.  1196 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  1214 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1216 
the  Senate  disagreed,  and  asked  a  conference  1226 
the  managers  report  modifications,  which 

were  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  -  1239 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  establish  a,  read 

twice 1346 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -        -        -  1378 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1416 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended    -        -  1434 
concurred  in      ------  1436 

Quincy,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  re- 
fer the  President's  Message  -  -  -  337 
on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  for  additional  duties  36 1 
speech  of,  on  the  rules  and  orders  •  -  572 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  to 

employ  the  Army  -----  723 
on  the  Senate  bill  to  establish  a  Quartermas* 

ter's  Department 802 

speech  of,  on  the  Navy  bill  .  -  .  949 
remarks  of,  concerning  British  intrigues  •  1183 
statement  of,  in  the  case  of  KounsaTell  -  1265 
remarks  of,  respecting  Consuls  and  Vice 

Consuls 1480 

speech  of,  on  the  embargo  bill  -  -  1596, 1601 
Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  on  the  subject 

ofa 831 

appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  inform 

the  President  ofa 331 

Quotas  of  Militia,  report  of  the  War  Department 

on  the 2109 

K. 

Randolph,  John,  remarks  o^  on  the  resolution  to 

refer  the  Message  -  -  335,  336,  338,  339 
speech  of^  on  the  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon  346 
on  his  resolution  relating  to  expenditure  of 

public  moneys  -----  353 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  goTornment  of 

the  Territory  of  Louisiana      .        -        -    367 
on  his  resolution  respecting  corporeal  punish- 
ment      368 

on  the  resolution  to  raise  more  regulars  -  422 
speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Foreign  Relations  -  -  -  -  441, 625 
on  his  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 

Senate  bill  for  additional  military  force  -  707 
on  his  resolution  to  employ  the  Army  in  mak- 
ing roads,  dec  -  -  719,721,725^726 
on  the  bill  to  raise  Tolunteers  .  •  .  773 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  MiHtia  1046, 1081 
speech  of,  on  the  Loan  bill  .  -  -  1089 
on  the  papers  relating  to  British  intrigues  1 185, 

.      1193 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  relieving 

Caraccas       * 1348 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  appoint  Assist- 
ant Secretaries  of  War  -        -        .        .  1968 
on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo      -        -  1384, 1399 
on  the  rumored  declaration  of  war     -        -  1467 
on  his  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  Chair  -  1467 
remarks  of,  on  the  Embargo  bill        -        -  1689 
a  note  from,  copied  from  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer -        -        -        -        -        1473  (note) 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a 
limited  time   -       -        -        -        -        -  1610 


Rangers,  a  UU  from  the  Senate  aotliorizing:  cer- 
tain companies  of  - 
•  read  twice,  and  referred      -        -        -         -     563 
reported  without  amendments,  and  commit- 
ted         565 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1031 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  I03S 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  expenses  in- 
cident to  the,  read  twice,  dec  -        .        -    691 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Committee 
on  the  Military  Establishment,  were  in- 
strueted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
anthortzing  additional  companies  of        -  1484 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice    ...  14§7 
.  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1499 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1491 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmonts, 

and  disagreed  to     -        -        -        -         -  1559 
the  Senate  adhere      .....  1569 
the  House  receded    -        -        -        .         .  1S6S 
Rapelye,  George  R.,  adverse  report  on  petition  of  1643 
Receipts  and  Expenditures,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  concerning  -         -  1561 

Recess  of  Congress,  Mr.  Bibb  submitted  a  reeoln- 

tion  on  the  subject  of  -  -  -  -  1S89 
adopted,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  -  IZli 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  Ibr  -  -  1333 
read  twice  .....  -  1334 
another  from  the  Senate,  fixing  a  diflerent 

day  for  -        - 1347 

read  twice  i        •        -        .        .         .  1S5S 

a  third  reading  refused       ....  1351 

Refugees,  the  several  reports  from  the  War  and 
Treasury  Departments  on  the  claims  o^ 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 

Lands 344 

the  report  of  the  Seczetaiy  of  the  Treasniy, 

Secretary  of  War,  and  Comptroller  -         -  1 1 1€ 
bill  in  relation  to,  read  twice,  and  committed  1196 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  ......  1236 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  I23S 
returned  fiom  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1319 
concurred  in      -----        -  ISSl 

a  bill  firom  the  Senate  further  to  provide  for, 
read  twice      ......  1499 

reported  without  amendment,  and  committed  1563 
Refunding  of  Duties,  a  bill  to  authorize  the,  in 

certain  cases,  read  twice,  and  committed  -    456 
RepresenUtives  Chamber,  a  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  render- 
ing the,  more  comforUble       .        -        .  1045 
Reserved  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate in  relation  to 1438 

read  twice,  and  committed  ....  1439 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1490 
postponed  indefinitely        ....  1663 

Retrenchment  of  Naval  Expenditures,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Cheves,  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed on  the  subject  of,  to  sit  during  recess  -  1573 

Returned  Bill,  a  Message^  with  objections  to  the 

District  Court  bUI ISSl 

objectionsof  the  President  sustained  -        -  1S77 

Revenue,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  --.-.-         -335 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  con- 
csraing  -       -       -       •       -        -    847 
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a  report  from  the  Comtnittee  of  Ways  and 

Means  in  relation  to  -  -  -  -  lOiO 
the  reeolations  of  taid  committee  amended, 

and  agreed  to 1406 

▼erted  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  a  rea- 

oltttion  waa  adopted  in  relation  to  -  •  633 
bin  to  prevent  the  aaie  of,  at  reduced  pricea, 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  648 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  .....  584 
read  a  third  time,  and  paa^d  ...  686 
▼teal  and  Unfiuiahisd  Businetai  appointment- 

of  the  atanding  Committee  on  -  •  838 
Tolutionary  War,  a  bill  providing  for  persons 

disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  Uie, 

read  twice,  and  eommttted  ...  466 
a  bill  reported  to  continue  in  force  the  act, 

Ac^  read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  1087 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  '  -  -  1946 
returned  from  the  Seuate  with  amendments  1888 

concurred  in 1830 

lea,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  the  resolution  relating 

to  settlements  on  Indian  lands  -  -  860 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  lay  additional 

datiea ^I 

on  a  motion  to  take  up  said  resolution  •  370 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  government  of 

Louisiana  Territory        ....    888 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  appor- 
tionment bill  -        -        -        -        -        -    406 

on  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  additional  mil- 
itary force      -..---    686 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     -        -     741,  762 
on  the  Navy  bUl        -        -        -        -     910, 880 

on  arming  the  militia         ....  1073 

remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues  -        -        •  1 184 
on  the  Mississippi  bill        ....  1306 

on  the  importation  of  British  goods  •  -  1841 
on  the  bill  permitting  importation,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances  ...  1881, 1300 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess  -  -  1814 
on  his  motion  to  require  the  committee,  in 

the  case  of  Judge  Toulmin,  to  report       •  1857 

on  the  resolution  respeeting  Caraccas         -  1360 

on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo      *        .        -  1383 

on  the  notice  to  recall  absentees         •        -  1437 

^hardson,  William  M.,  of  Mossachusotte,  was 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat  .  .  -  807 
Idick,  Thomas  F.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed  ....  1380 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  <>  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1379 
gely,  Mr.,  remarks  oC,  on  the  apportionment 

bill 863 

remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -  1369 

lerts,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  recede 

from  disagreement  with  the  Senate  -  706 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  793, 793 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Naval 

EsUblishment 899 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  -  1046 
in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -  1358,  1366,  1369 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess  -  1337, 1340 
on  the  motion  to  recall  abientees  -  -  1437 
on  bis  motion  to  postpone  war  taxes  •  1456, 1467 
tins,  Ebenezer,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1343 
iBsavell,  Nathaniel,  proceedings  in  the  case  of  1367 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant- 

at-Arms   •      •  -        -        -        -  1363 

12th  Coil.  1st  Sk8S. 


Roansavell,  Nathaniel-^-continned.  Page, 
a  letter  from,  in  Mplanation       .        •        •  1363 
Mr.  Seybert  submitted  a  resolution  to  dis- 
charge   1371 

adopted,  and  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  ordered 
to  discharge  •..-..  1374 
Sulea  and  Regal^tions,  Mr.  Blackledge  submitted 
a  resolution  respecting  the,  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  troope    ....    496 
agreed  to,  and  a  oommittee  appointed  to  call 

on  the  President    .....    649 
a  Message  from  the  President  In  relation  to  1073 
Ruseell,  Mr.,  correspondence  -of,  with  Mr.  Finb* 

»ey 1738^1740 

eoinii|WBdeaea  of,  with  the  Marquis  of  Wel- 

bsley 1760 

with  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  -  .  ^  •  1763 
with  ihe  Secretary  of  Stoto  -  -  1768, 1988 
with  Lord  Caatlereagh  ....  1765 
with  J.  8.  Smith  .....  1813 
RoHierford,  John*  Mr.  King  praseBted  a  petitwn 

•f;  Inferred 1084 

bill  to  allow,  to  bring  into  the  United  States 

certain  slavoa,  read  twice        •        •        •  1050 
third  reading  rejected         ....  143^ 

S. 

Sabbath,  a  petition  relating  to  the  profonatton  of 

the,  referred  to  a  committee    ...  148 1 
report  of  said  committee     ....  1493 
motion  of  Mr.  Archer  to  meet  on  the,  rejected  1533 
Salariee,  Mr.  Bacon  submitted  a  resolution  rela- 
tive to  continuance  of    -        -        -        -    873 
a  bin  to  continue  for  a  limited  time,  read 
twice    .        r        -        -        -        -        -    404 
.    ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1819 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...  1881 
Sales  at  Auction,  a  bill  laying  duties  on,  read 

twiee 1656 

Sah,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Quincy,  several  petitions 
of  manufacUireTB  of,  reforred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole      ....  1073 
a  bin  laying  a  duty  on,  read  twice      -        -  1666 
Sammons,  Mr.,  speech  o(  on  the  bill  to  author- 

iie  additional  Brigadiers         ...  1616 
Saunders,  Reuben,  a  biU  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  1338 

twice  rsad,  and  committed         ...  1330 
Sawyer,  Lemuel,  of  North  CardHna,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        -        -        -    383 
Schieifiin,  Jacob  and  Son,  Mr.  Mitehill  presented 

a  petition  of,  referred      ....    476 
Secrecy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  a  eommittoe 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  viola- 
tion o^  in  the  proceedings      ...  1800 
report  of  said  committee    •        •        -        -1617 
Secret  Proceedinga,  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  violations  of 
order  respecting  the       ....  1356 
debate  on  the  case  of  RonneaveU        -        •  1363 

journal  of  the 1687 

Sevier,  ^ohn,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 383 

Seybert,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  ordnance  bill      -    693 
•n  the  bill  respecting  the  Natal  Esteblish- 
ment     .------    833 

remarks  o^  introducing  a  resolution  respect- 
ing arte  and  manufactures      ...  1083 
on  the  duties  imposed  on  distitten      -.      -  1116 
on  his  motion  to  lefor  a  petition         -       •  1341 
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Sejbert,  Mr.,  remarkf  of — continued.  Pftg** 

on  the  case  of  KouniaTell  1257,  1266,  1268,  1272 

on  the  importation  bill       -        -        -        -  i301 

•  apeech  of,  on  the  renewal  of  a  patent  right  1446 

on  the  embargo  bill   *        -        -        -  1687,  1592 

Sbcttack,  Jared,  report  on  the  petition  of,  read 

and  refjBrred   to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  - 427 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  com* 

nutted 1489 

8he£fey,  Mr.,  speech  of^  on  the  bill  to  raise  an 

additional  military  force  -        -        -619 

remarks  of^  on  the  case  of  RoonatTell        -  1258, 

1259,  1267,  1274 

ShieriffiH  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  a  corandt- 

tee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  M* 

pediencY  of  authorising  the  election  of, 

in  Indiana  Territorj       ... 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twiee,  and  coounit* 

ted        - 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     • 
lead  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Shipman,  Dennison,  and  Company,  Mr.  Tall- 
madge  presented  the  petition  of 

Shot  Manufacturers,  the  petition  of,  praying  pro- 
tection ....... 

Sinking  Fond,  report  of  the  Commiasioners  of 

the 2075 

Smilie,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  refer 

the  Message 336»  339 

on  the  bill  for  the  government  of  Louiaiana 
Territory 

on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  for  additional  du- 
ties         . 

on  the  rules  and  orders      .... 

on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional militaiy  force     .... 

on  receding  from  amendment  of  the  same, 
disagreed  to  by  the  Senate       •        -    702,  706 

on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  733,  766«  773,  793, 

798 

on  the  Navy  hill        ....      919, 981 

on  marriage  licensee  -        .        •        .        •  1041 

on  tbe  loan  bill 1089 

on  introducing  a  motion  tandjourn  for  Good 
Friday  - 

atatements  of,  in  regard  to  KouaaaveU 

remarka  of,  on  the  resolution  reapeeting 
Caraccas        ...... 

on  the  war  tazea 

on  the  embargo  bill   -        .    '  .        ... 

Smith,  Joseph,  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  SUte 

Saith,  John  Spear,  oorrespondenee  of  with  the 

Secretaiy  of  dtate         ...  1741, 1749 
with  Lord  Wellesley  •        .        .        -  1614 

Snethen,  Rev.  Mr.*  election  of,  as  Chaplain        -    345 
Spain,  Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  in 

relation  to  a  negotiation  with         •        -    681 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  call 
on  the  President    -        -        .        .        .    696 
Spanish  American  Colonies,  so  much  of  the 
Message  aa  relates  to  the,  refinnred  to  a 
aelect  oommittee    •        •        .        .        .    336 
report  of  said  committee  read    ...    427 
Speaker  of  the  Qouae,  remaita  of  the,  in  defence 

of  a  decision  «-••...  1468 
a  note  from  the,  to  the  National  InteUigen- 

•       •       -        .  1469 
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Spoliatioos,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  a  reaolu- 

tion  was  adopted  inquiring  into      -       -  1006 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the        -   333 
Standing  Rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Baasett,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  prepare     -       -    349 
report  of  said  committee  referred   to  the 
--  Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -       •   3M 
reported  with  amendments  -         -       •   569 

which  were  concurred  in    -        -        -       •  581 
Stanford,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  ths 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relatione  -  -  511 
remarks  of,  on  the  rules  and  orders  -  -  571 
on  the  Senate  bill  for  an  additional  military 

force  -  .  .  -  .  -  •  ttS 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  employ  the 

Army    -.---         -.713 
on  the  bill  to  continue  salaries  ...  1045 
on  the  salt  tax  -        -        -        -         -       .  1113 
8teamboats«  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  enioQing 

and  licensing 1034 

committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1040 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -         -        -115? 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...  \\% 
Stooe,  Silas,  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Useful  Arts    ....  1045 
Stout,  John  N.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  oi^  read  tvrice, 

and  committed  .  -  -  .  - 1157 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1337 
read  a  third  time,  and  passc^  -  -  -  1339 
Stow,  Mr.,  raeech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  for  addi- 
tional military  force  -  -  -  .  675 
remarks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess  133S 
apeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authoriaa  the  issue 

of  Treasury  notes  ....  iseS 

remarks  of,  on  the  war  taxea  -  -  •  1554 
on  the  embargo  bill   .        >        .  1586, 1595 

Streshly,  Thomas,  and  William,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  relief  of         -        -        -        .1333 
read  twice,  and  committed         -        -        .1336 
reported  with  amendmenta,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -      .  -        -        -        -  U2I 
Stoart,  Philip,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat 334 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendmenta  to 

the  Wabaah  bill 1249 

puta  a  question  to  Mr«  Widgery         -        -  1(11 
Sugar,  a  bill  laying  additional  duties  on,  refined 

in  the  United  States      -        •        -        -  1555 
Sundays,  Mr.  Lyte  presented  a  petition  that 

maila  may  not  be  carried  on  -        -        -    944 
Mr,  Lacock    presented  a  petition   to  the 
aame  effect    ------    996 

other  petitions  praying  tbe  same  420, 49^  523, 585 
report  of  tbe  Postmaster  General  on   the 

anbject,  referred    -        -        •        -        -    685 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -        -        -    SIB 
other  petitions,  to  the  same  effect       -  SOO,  1031 
St.  Clair,  Arthur,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  1940 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  11^7 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1156 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  an  annu- 
ity to    -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1361 

read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  -  1376 
rejected  on  the  third  reading  -  •  -  1420 
a  petition  of,  referred  to  a  select  committoa  1427 
a  bill  granting  an  annuity  to,  twice  read  and 

committed     ---.--  1431 
rejected  on  third  reading  .        •       •        -  1441 
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Taggart,  Mr.,  speech  of,  intended  to  \m  deliv- 
ered on  Uie  declaration  of  war        -        •  1638 
TaliaibiTOy  John,  Mr.  Burwell  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  complaining  of  the  undae  elec- 
tion of  John  P.  Hungerford ;  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Blections    ...    332 
report  of  aaid  committee,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       -        -        -        -    397 
admitted  to  a  seat  on  the  floor    -        -.       -    363 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  his  case,  read    377 
testimonj  in  support  of  his  claim  to  a  seat »    380 
deciaion  of  the  House  in  favor  of        -        •   ^395 
was  duty  qualified,  and  took  his  ^t  -        -    306 
Tallnadge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolpk's 

motion  to  employ  llie  Army  .  .  •  723 
OB  the  Senato  hia  ralatingtoQuartermaater'a 

deparlmeat  •  .  -  -  •  .  .  801 
speech  of,  on  the  militia  hill  -  -  •  1014 
remarks  ot,  on  the  hill  to  arm  the  militia  1046, 1080 
on  the  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction  •  1003 
on  the  case  of  Rounsavell  ....  |248 
on  the  ordnance  bill  •        -        •.       •  1333 

on  the  death  of  the  Viee  President    -        -  1325 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  Assistant 

Secretaries  of  War        -        -        -        -  1371 
remarks  of,  on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the 
embargo        .....        -  1417 

Taylor,  and  Riohar4s»  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of     -        -        •  -        .    430 

Ten   Plant,  a  quantity  of^  presented  by  J.  8. 

Grimes -        -  1437 

a  Utter  respecting  the  eulture  of  -  -  2 178 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  reaolotion  of 
ilM  Legieiat«re  oi,  diaappvcnsiig  oerlain 
amendments  of  the  Constitution  propoeed 
by  Massachusetts,  Penasy  Wania,  and  Vir- 
ginia    ..-•...    560 

reaohitieii  ratifying  the  amemlnient  of  the 
same,  in  relation  to  titlee        -        •        .    550 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  Oommittee  on  * 
PobHc  Lands  were  instrooted  in  mlaCioM 
to  certain  lands  in  .        •        -        •        .  116O 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  anthmnm  the  State 
of,  to  isane  granta,  dto    -       •        -       -  1361 

read  twice,  and  committed         -        • .      .  1876 

reported,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
PuMie  Lands         «        •  .     -        •        •  1484 

report  of  said  committeo  oommitted  to  tk» 
Committee  of  the  Whole  .'  ,  .  1448 
Territories  of  Orieans  and  LouiaiaBa,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pnblic  Lands  were  insiraoled 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  sospend- 
ing  the  ofening  of  the  land  offices  in  the    344 

Territory  of  Louisiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea, 

the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitante  of  the, 

presented  at  last  session,  was  referred  to 

a  select  committee  ....    -832 

a  bill  providing  for  tho  government  of  the, 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  348 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - .  1248 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  --  -  -  1270 
returned  amended,  and  concurred  in  -  •  1434 
a  bill  making  further  prevision  for  settliitg 

claims  to  land  in,  read  twice  -  •  -  1326 
road  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  -  .  .  1434 
retnmed  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1482 
concurred  in     ••«.••  1484 
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he  extended  to  the>  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee          403 
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Torritory  of  Orleans,  a  bill  to  ezUi|d  the  time 
for  opening  the  several  land  offices  in, 
read  twice,  and  committed      ...    349 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    353 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  '  356 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands   .......    873 

agreement  reported,  and  concurred  in         .    307 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  giving  further  time 

for  registering  claims  to  land  in      -        -  1240 
a  bill  to  the  same  eflect,  read  twice     -        -  1049 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .  1078 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1988 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
the  proceedings  of  a  convention  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  act  to  enable  the  people  of,  to 
form  a  constitution,  dtc        ... 
referred  to  a  select  committee    ... 
Thompson,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed       ..... 
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agreed  to- 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
obedience       ....*. 

a  bill  to  lay  additional  duties  on,  read  twice  1555 

Tonlmin,  Harry,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  •  letter  containing  charges  aigainst 
Judge 528 

Mr.  Poindezter  subnittod  a  reaolutioB  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  oondiaet  of    559 

the  Miolatinsi  withdrawn,  and  the  charges, 
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snadry  paper*  ia  relateiisB  of  the  charges 
against 764,  1319 
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the  cooipKaint  against*  at  large  •       •       « 

Trading  Lioensea,  so  much  of  the  Message  as 

felatee  to  foreign,  was  referred  to  the 

CommiMee  of  Commerce  and  Manufea* 
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Transfer  of  Moneys,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  of  the 

Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  o^ 
read  twice,  dec.      -        .        .        -        • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .... 

r^urned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmente, 
and  eoncnrred  in   - 
Troup,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations   - 

remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to 
raise  an  additional  miUtary  force     - 

on  the  motion  to  recede  from  disagreement 
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Troup,  Mr^-^o'ntinved. 

gpeeeh  of,  on  the  biU  to  raiso  Tolnnteen     • 

remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues        -  1 166, 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorise  Assistant 

Secretaries  of  War 

Tnteau,  General,  oorrespondenoe  of,  with  the 

Secretary  of  Stale  .... 

U. 

Unchartered  Banks,  Mr.  Gholson  submitted  a 

resolution  in  relation  to  -        ...  116S 
Union  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Smilie  presented  a 
memorial  of  the,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee     413 

the  said  memorial  at  large          ...  $169 
UnlTersity  of  Orleans,  a  petition  of  the  Trustees 
ol  the,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands        - 1460 

Urauline  Nuns,  the  petition  of  the,  presented  -  697 
referred  to  a  select  committee  ...  701 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  lands 

with  the,  read  twice  ...  -  1106 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  -  -  1S38 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1S39 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1819 
concurred  in  -  -  •  -  -  -  136> 
Useful  Arts,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  secure 

iuTcn tori  in  the,  exclusiTC  rights      -        -  1018 
.read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  select  com- 
mittee    -        - 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 

V. 

Yenexuela,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  dtizens  of,  retd 

twice     -        • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  >.        .        -        . 
Yennont,  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  ratify* 
ing  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
relating  to  titles     ...-.' 
a  report  of  the  Land  Commissioners  far  the 
District  of,  referred'        .... 
YoMels,  repaired,  on  motiofli  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nsvy  was  directed  to  re- 
port the  number  e^  dbe.  .        -       -        • 
the  report  as  ordered  .... 

captured,  Mr.  Little  suhnitted  a  leeoialioti 
•    requesting  information  as  t^  the  oumber  of 
a  report  of  the  cstplufee  of,  mu^  by  Great 
Britain  -        -        - 
Yice  President,  a  meesagv  ftiom  tlie  Sesale  aa- 
nouncing  the  death  of  the      ... 
Ykginia,  a  resolution  of  the  Lofpsiature  of,  ap* 
proving  the  measures  of  OoTemiuent     • 
Yirginia  Military  Land  Warrants,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  McKee,  tiie  Committee  od  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  in  relation  to 
report  of  said  eommtttee  read    •*        -        • 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in-        -        •        -        -       -        -- 
a  bill  to  ascertain  apd  establish  thehoundaries 
of  the,  read  twice,  dbc   .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
a  dissgreement  reported,  and  concurred  in  - 
the  Senate  insisted    ..... 
the  House  insisted,  and  asked  a  conference 
report  of  the  managers  agreed  to       -        - 
modincations  reported  concurred  in    - 
modifications  agreed  to  by  the  Senate 
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Virginia  Revolutionary  Claims,  a  eommitlee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  concerning 
report  of  said  committee    .        .        - 
Volunteers,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Prendent  to 
accept,  read  twice,  dec  -        .         - 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 

bill  recommitted  io  select  committee 
reported  with  amendment .        •        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in    -        -        -         -        -  lOM 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  relation  to, 
referred  ....         .        -  156T 

a  bill  supplementary  to  (he  act  to  raise, 
read  twice     ....        .       .  1571 

ordered  to  a  thivd  reading  -  •  -  -  1574 
read  a  third  time,  and  psssed  •  •  .  1560 
returned  with  amendments  ...  1584 
concurred  in      -        •        •        •         -        -  1566 

W. 

Wabash,  Mr.  Ormsby  submitted  a  resolution  rel- 

atiTe  to  the  battle  on  the        •         -        -557 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  official  report  of  Governor  Harrison  of 
the  particulars  of  the  battle,  dkCi^  refeired 
to  a  select  committee      •        •         -        •   557 
a  petition  of  the  Legislatnre  of  Indiana  Tcr- 
,  ritory,  praying  provision  A>r  Uie  heiis  ef 
the  killed,  dtc,  referred  to  the  nuDe  coa- 
mittee   -----         ..688 
report  of  the  committee     -        -         •        .    698 
a  petition  of  the  officers  who  served  on  the   8U 
a  bill  ofdored  for  raliaf  of  the  heira,  Ac.    •  1841 
a  bill  for  rttief  of  the  officera,  &jo^  dec,  vsad 

twice,  4tc. 18T7 

ordered  Io  a  third  veadiiig  ...  1085 

read  a  third  time,  -and  passed  ...  1086 
returned  liom  th«  Senate  with  uatendaMUts  1240 
read  and  referred  -  -  -  .  .  It45 
amondmeota  disagreed  to  -  -        -  1850 

tho  Sonata  inaislod 1S78 

the  House  receded    -  .      -        -        -        •  IIW 
theoffieial  repoot  of  die  battle  on  the         •  2118 
War,  |>etitions  in  favor  o£  and  remonatmting 

against    -  1436, 1478^  1479,  148U  1488, 1483, 
14S7,  1480,  1491,  1499,  1516,  1668, 1570 
.  .  Mr.    Randolph  submitted  a  noolution  in 
uniting,  that  it  is  inexpedio&t  to  renoit  ta, 
against  Great  Bcitaiti    -        -        -        -  14^ 
a  biU  declaring,  read  twice,  and  oomnutted    1638 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  rending      -  1694 
reada  third  time»  and  passed     -        -        -  1637 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  nmendmenti  1680 
concurred  in,  and  signed  by  the  Speaker    -  1688 
signed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  1SB3 
War  Taxes,  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolution 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  from  the  further  consideration  of 


the 


1546 


Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  reaolution  to  post- 
pone the  same        -        .        .        -        .  1556 
'     ordered  to  be  printed,  and  postponed  .        -  1558 
Washington,  a  petition  praying  certain  amend- 
ments in  the  charter  o^  referred      -        -    396 
a  bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  charter  oi, 

read  twice,  dtc.      -        -        •        -        -    585 
reported,  and  recommitted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee  ..-..--    8SJ 


Ixxiii 


IHDEL 


'1 


HouM  ProetedingB  mU 


W—Jiington— continneJ.  Pag*. 

MB  afn«nd»torj  bill  tgyofted,  tmil,  and  eom* 

mitted 1018 

rtpQTted,  and  ovdeftdto  a  tbiid  reading  •  1819 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  -  -  1321 
relvmed  from  the  Senate  with  amandnMiita  1333 
eoncQTTed  in  -  •  -  -  •  -  1342 
WaahingtoB  College,  a  bill  to  meorporato  tha 

Tmatetoa  of,  read  twice,  dfcc.    -        •        •    719 
ordered  to  a  thM  reading  •        .        .        .  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  1379 
Waja  and  Meana,  appointment  of  the  aCanding 

committee  of  .        •        •        -        •    333 

Webb,  Joaiah  H^  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  dbc -    363 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  369 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaMd      -        -        -'    371 

'Wellesley,  Lord,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Pinkncy         -        -        -        -        -  1721, 1730 
West  Florida,  Mr.  Poindezter  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  people  of,  praying  to  be  an- 
nexed to  Mississippi  Territory,  dec.         •    368 

so  much  of  said  petition  as  refers  to  anner- 
ation,  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
admission  of  Mississippi  Territory  into 
the  Union 367 

so  much  of  the  said  petition  as  refers  to  land 
claims,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands       .-----    367 

the  petition  for  annexation,  at  large  •        -  2167 

West,  John  8.,  a  bill  Ibr  relief  of,  read  twice,  dtc  1167 

Weston,  Ezra,  and  3on,  petition  of,  referred  to  a 

aelect  committee    •        •        •        -        -  1326 

Wharton,  Thomas  F.,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of,  concurred  in         •        -        •-   427 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in       -        -        -        •    669 

Whipple,  Abraham,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  dtc     ------    344 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    366 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        -    366 

White,  Bartholomew,  petition  of,  presented,  and 

leave  given  to  withdraw  it  -  •  •  1260 
Whitehill,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  the  war  taxes  -  1668 
Whitlow,  Charles,  petition  of,  lelerred       -    403,  846 

Whitney,  Eli,  petition  of 1326 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -        •        •  1326 
a  biU  ibr  relief  of,  read  twioe,  dec*      •        •  .1414 
Widgery,  William,  of  Massachusetts,  waa  q«ai- 

fied,  and  took  bia  seat    -        -        -        -    884 
remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of  the  Presi* 

dent's  Message      •        -        -        •        -    338 
speeofa  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  amendaient  to  the 
Senate  bill  for  raiaing  an  additional  mi- 
taiy  force       - '       -        •        -        •        -    602 
on  tke  motion,  after  being  amended    •        «    668 
remarks  o{f  on  receding  from  disagivement 

with  the  Senate  on  the  saaw  •        -        •    706 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  reaololloii  lo  employ  the 

Army 726 

on  the  bill  to  raise  irohinteers  •  -  731,777 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  eoneeraing  the  Naval 

Establishment 996 

on  the  war  taxes  .  -  «  .  .  1142 
remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  RoimaaireU  -  1266 
speech  of,  on  the  importation  bill  -  •  1300 
remarka  of,  on  the  reaolution  for  •  reoeaa   •  1337, 

1338 
on  the  embargo  bOI 1697 
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on  the  Dielrict  banks 
on  the  resolution  to  recall 
on  maritime  defence  - 
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WUUams,  Jonathan,  a  bill  for 

twice,  and  committed     . 
reported,  and  ordered  to  e  tliir4 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Wilson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  -^  ^ 
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read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       "       '  '   ^ 

Winn,  Richard,  of  South  Carolina,  was  -prf*  '^ 
fied,  and  took  his  seat    -        .        .  ^^ 

Winters,  BlUha,  a  bill  %n  relief  of,  n«d  twfee', 

d^C         •--•-.,  1228 
Wirgraan,  Charles,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    mS 
Witnesses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor,  a  commit- 
tee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex* 
pediency  of  providing  for  the  compensa- 
tion of*        -        ..•        •  .    |-g 
OB  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  petition  of  the, 
in  the  case  of  Aaron  Burr,  was  referred 
to  a  aelect  committee      •        -        •        «    ^^^ 
Wright,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate'a  amend- 
ment to  the  apportionment  bill        -        .    409 
on  the  report  0/  the  Committee  of  Foreign 

Relations       ..-..•    ^^ 
remerks  of,  on  rulea  and  ordera  -        -    671 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  Senate  bill  for 

additioiial  military  force  .        •        .    Qog 

on  receding  from  said  amendment  -  -  703 
on  Mr.  Rimdolpfa^a  motion  to  employ  the 

Army 720,  726 

on  the  bill  to  raise  eolunteera  -  -  789,  797 
speech  of,  on  the  Naval  Establishment  bill  940 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militaa  -  1081 
speech  e^  on  the  war  taxes  •  .  •  1122 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrignee  -  -  -  1184 
oa  the  Senate'e  amendments  to  the  District 

Court  bUI 1229 

on  Ae  bill  to  permit  importationa  •*  1290, 1308 
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Yeaa  and  Nays— continued.  Pa8«* 
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duties 1106 
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Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  -  -  1110 
on  agreeing  to  the  same  -  -  -  -  IIU 
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taxes 1558 
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on  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
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meeting  of 2867 

Connecticut,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  holding 
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concerning 2293 
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conditions      ......  S36S 
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First  District,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  lor  hold- 
ing the  Circuit  Court  of  the    -        -        -  2257 

Forfeited  RecogniMnces,  an  act  authorizing  re- 
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General  Land  Office,  an  act  for  'the  establish- 
ment ofa-        -        -        -        -        -  2371 

General  Poet  Ofiico  and  Patent  Office,  an  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  Ibr 
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Georgetown  Lancaster  School  Society,  an  act  to 
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the  support  of        -        -        -        -        -  2244 
an  act  making    additional   appropriations 
fi>r,  dtc.  ...... 

Greenville,  an  act  to  authorize  the  laying  out 
and  opening  a  public  road  from  the  line 
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Invalid  Pensioners,  an  act  concerning        -        -  2346 
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reserved  for  the  ase  of  the,  in  Miasisaippi 
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CftskMlria,  m  act  fn  tiM  reriaiMi  of  fonaer  eon- 
firmatioiM,  and  Ibr   eonfirming   oortetn 
cfaaoBf  to  land  in  tbo  District  of      -        •  n37 
an  act  to  ostablish  a  land  district  in  the  HK- 

T«rffitoij«astoftheDktrieto(dce.  Mil 
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Letters  of  Marqoo,  dtc,  an  act  oottoarniog 
LeTj  Coart,  an  act  conferring  certain  powers  on 
the,  of  Washington  county,  District  of 


-  Sd37 


SMI 

Libraiy,  an  act  maldfog  farther  appropriations  Ibr 

the  support  of  a      ....        -  233S 
a  joint  reaolntion  granting  permission  to  the 
Judges  of  the  United  States  Courts  to 
have  the  use  of  the  books  in  the      -        -  S363 

Light'Houses,  an  act  to  authorixe  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Treasury  to  porchase  of  Winslow 
Lewis  his  patent  right  to  an  improTemclkt 
in  the  method  of  Cghting       ...  2S50 

Load,  an  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  eleven  mil* 

lions -        -  2368 

an  act  supplementaiy  to  the  foregoing        •  3360 

Louisiana,  an  act  for  the  admission  of  the  Stale 

of,  into  the  Union,  dtc.  .        «        •        •  3264 

an  act  to  enlarge  the  Umitoof  the  State  of  -  3370 
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successors  in  office,  a  lot  of  ground  and 
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leans       3384 
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M. 

Maine,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  one 

of  the  district  courts,  in  the  district  of     •  3336 

Maritime  Frontier,  an  act  making  further  appro- 
priation for  defence  of  the       •        -        •  3861 
an  act  of  the  same  tenor  andlbr  further  sup- 
port of  the  Navy    3386 

Maryland,  an  act  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the 

Legislature  of 3391 

Mason's  Island,  an  act  authorizing  the  catting 
and  making  of  a  canal  around  the  west 
end  of  the  causeway  from,  to  the  main 
land 3319 

Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the      •        .        -        •        •        -  3300 
Military  Bounty  Lands,  an  act  to  provide  Ibr  de- 
signating, dec        .....  2893 
Military  Establishment,  an  act  to  complete  the 

existing -  3327 

an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 

of  the 3389 

an  act  making  additional  appropriation  for 
the  existing,  and  Indian  department        -  3887 
Militia,  an  act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  3267 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  or* 
ganization  of  the,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia   3888 
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Mississippi  Territoxy,  an  act  to  enlarge  the  bound- 

anes of-        •        •        •        -        -        .  2388 

an  act  confirming  claims  to  lands  in,  found- 
ed on  British  and  Spanish  grants    -        .  2884 

an  act  confirming  claims  to  lands  in,  derived 
from  the  British  Government  of  West 
Florida 2362 

a  Joint  resolution  requesting  the  assent  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  to  dividing,  into  two 

SUtes 2263 

Bfiseouri,  an  act  providing  for  the  government  of 

the  Territory  of 2810 

an  act  making  further  provision  for  settling 
daims  to  lands  in  the  Territoiy  of  .        .  3816 

N. 

Naval  Bstablishment,  an  act  concerning  the      -  3261 

Navy  of  the  United  States,  an  act  making  appro- 

priations  for  the  support  of  the        -        .  2242 

New  Orleans,  an  act  granting  to  the  Corporation 
of  the  city  of,  the  use  and  possession  of  a 
certain  lot  of  ground  in  said  city     .        .  2262 

New  York,  an  act  authoriaing  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  j  ndge  of  the  district  court, 
for  the  district  of   -       -  .       .  2381 

Narth  Bend,  an  act  to  authoriae  the  laying  out 
and  opening  of  a  public  road  from  the  line 
established  by  the  Treaty  of  GreeQville  to 
the,  in  the  State  of  Ohio        ...  2229 

North  Carolina,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  district  court  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of 3234 

O. 

Old  Six  Per  Cent  and  Deferred  Stocks,  an  act  au- 
thorizing subscription  to  the,  and  provid- 
ing for  an  exchange  of  the  same    -        •  2869 

Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores,  dec,  an  act  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of       -        -        -  2230 

P. 

Pearl  River,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Commis- 

sioi^rs  west  of  the        -        -        -        -  2261 

Post  Roads,  an  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  2294 

Pre-emption,  an  act  allowing  further  time  for 
completing  the  payments  on  certain  lands 
held  by  right  of,  in  Mississippi  Territory  3226 

President /»ro  /cm.  of  the  Senate,  an  act  to  com- 
pensate for  his  services,  the    -        -        -  2864 

Prisoners  of  War,  an  act  for  the  safe-keeping  and 

accommodation  of  -        -        -        -        -  3364 

Public  BuildingSp  an  act  making  appropriations  te 
discharge  all  outatanding  claims  for  work 
done  on  the,  and  to  compensate  the  Su- 
perintendent  2846 

Public  Grounds,  an  act  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of 
years,  any  of  the,  in  the  city  of  Wadiing- 
ton 2846 

Public  Lands,  an  act  giving  further  time  to  pur- 
chasers of  the,  northwest  of  Ohio  river    -  2276 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  foregoing        -  2368 

Q. 

Quartermaster's  Department,  an  act  to  establish  a  2267 
an  act  to  amend  the  foregoing    ...  2308 

Rangars,  an  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  raise  certain  companies 
of,  dtc 2228 
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Refugees,  (D  act  concerning  .  ■  ■  .  S3T4 
Reverted  Lanili,  an  set  directing  llie  tern*  on 

which.  etiBll  Bgain  he  >old  -  -  -  29» 
ReTolutionar;  War.  an  act  to  proTJje  ioTpanoiw 

disabled  in  the tSfil 


Salaries,  an  act  to  continue  in  force.lor  «  limiUd 

time,  the  act  concetniag  .         .         .  3X76 

tJLips  and  Vesieli,  an  act  to  uulhorlM  the  imfmtb- 

ure  of,  in  certain  cases  -  -  .  -  nai 
Specie,  &c.,  an  act  to  prohibit  the  (iportition  of  SS69 
SteumboBlB,  an  act  regpecling  the  enrcdting  and 

licenning  of 3St3 

dtock,  an  irt  to  facilitate  Ihe  trsnaler  of    -        -  3M0 
Suflragc.  an  act  to  eitend  the  right  of,  U  Illmou 
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rveral  land  oSoM  in  tlu  3SM 


Tnritorj  of  Orleans — conli&asd. 
■n  act  giniii  HtiLtt  tiita  1 

dunu  U>  land  in  the  wealerodiMnctortll 
■n  act  of  the  aana  tenor  Ibr  the  eaateni  dii 
trietofthe     ...        -        - 
Traniur;  Notai,  ta  act  anthoiixiikg  the  iaaning  < 
U. 


VolDDlMr  Militu;  Coipa,  an  act  anthnririag  Ih 
President  of  the  United  dtatea  to  acccj 

an  ad  npplemeDtacj  to  the  Gmgoing 


War,  an  act  declaring,  with  Great  Britain  .       -  X 
Wa^ngtAPi  an  act  Airther  le  ainend  the  clut^ 
teroftheCityef S 
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